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CONFIDINTIAL

The month of Hovember ushered in the Mortheast Monsoon season,
which hampered the operations of NALKLT TI1Mi units. CAME VAWDEN
activities, however, continued to increase as the Viet Cong fave

indications that the Pils were successfully interdicting enemy

.operations throughout the Delta.

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese l'avy grew in Hovember
a5 the desertion rate dropped off for the fifth consecutive month,
For the first time the Victnamese harines perticipated in a combined
Americ_an-Vi-et.namese operation (1Al SON 328), furin; this successful .
operation, the Marine organigation continued to exhibit a high ==
dogree of prdfesaionuliam. _ .

The moat unique operation of the month involved the Pat.rol Alr
Cushion Vohiclu (PACVs) in Operation QL‘M VAT, a sesrch and dost.roy
mission in the lioc Hoa area of the Delta's Plain of l.eeds, The |
PACVs, which had enjoyed only modest operational success pmv:LmuIl.y,-=
proved their effectiveness in an environment espocially suited to
their capabilities, The U.S. Special Forces, with whom the PACVs
operated at Moc Hoa, were enthusisvtic in their appn.iul of

Operation QUAL VAT,
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CONFIDENTIAL

ChiOt 01 CG QI 536 1T

1 Nov = MoB 54 mineds Two U.S. Nevymen killed, p. 29.

7 lLov

9 Yov

11 Lov

12 Rov

15 Nov
16 Nov

» 1€ Nov

19 Nov

20 lov
22 Nov
26 Yov

27 Jov

29.NUV

30 lov

e REU PSS ST O B e R ]

PCF 67 sinks two Junkﬂo Pe bho

PBlis and Vietnamese CustomS boat ambushed, One American
and one Vietnamese wounded. p. 2. '

Arrival of UJS JulN1NGS COUNTY (ILS5T=246)e Ppe 9o

PCF. 65 fired on, One secondary explosion and three sampans
declioyed by PCF 65's roturn firve., p. 43,

PCF 77 broaches and sinks., Three crewmembers killed. p. 40,

Two PBlt crewmen wounded dixrin.g fire fight. Helicopters
destroy two houses and eight huts. p. 25. :

MAIEET TIME units destroy one jurk and trijger five
secordary explosiors. p. 46.

Viet Cong atterpt a major ambush., Ten Viet Cong hilled
and 13 huts destroyed. p. 26, .

" PACVs conduct 6perat.ion QAL VAL Iin the Plain of Reeds., p. 1,

Viet Cong crossing broken ub. Four Viet Cong killed., One
hut and one sampan desircyed. p. 20, :

GANE vAIDEN helicopters kill ten Viet Cong. p. 29,

Vietnamese Navy (VLL) LCU 536 ambushed., Four VIN sailors
hilled ard nine wounded. p. (0. 1

GLALS K1LL one Viut Cory ai coplure sampans P 36,

GAMs VARDEY heliecopters kill two Viet Cong and destroy
five struciurevs, p. 29,

% % 3 #

i11 ' CONFIDENTIAL

A e SR e

i SIS e o L LRI 3



CONFIDERTIAL

QP ATION QAL VAT

Operation QUAI VAT (Monster), conducted in late November and
carly December, was an operalion designed to test the capability.
of the Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle (PACV) to operate over max:arny, .
subiicrged terrain, The llain of lceds in Kien Phorng amd Kien
Tuong Provinces was such an area. |

During the flood season, PBiis had conducted successful opera-
tions in this area, a iegion which had been under Viet Cong control :‘
for several years. As the £loods subsided, boat operations were ;
no -longor feasible, but the mero draft characteristic of the PACV
made it an ideal craft for the flat, open country of the Plain of -
leeds, wiich was still largely underwater.

Liaison was established vith U.S. Ariny Speclal Forces (USSF)
Detachment B-41 at Moo Hoa, Special Forces were interested in two -
aspects of the PACV: | '
1. The psychological impact of the twesomec appearance and nolase
of the vehicle. ‘ord was spread throughout the aiea that the
"Monster" was coming. The following is a literal translation of
the Vietnamese leaflet dropped in the Plain of Keeds informing
the Viet Cong of the capabilities of the PACV:

"One kind of modern macliine Jjust \;xaed by the Torces of

the Lepublic of Viet Nam in 1V Corps Tactical Zone,

Aircushion boat does not care mud, canal and field as

well as river because this kind of macliine can travel .

on road and in river. The aircushion bcat is also :

armed with automatic guns having a powerful fire power.

Viet Cong; have been foiled seriously by this kind of

hoat and Viet Cong troops huve complained 'Jt is the
Lime of the erd of South Vietnam Liberation Front'."

2. The mobility afforded by the high spoed (60 knote) of the
I " CONFIDENTIAL
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vehicle.

Throo FACVn vare deployud from Cat lo on.2f.) Novomber, with
refueling stops at My Tho, Vinh long, and the Spscial Forces
airstrip at An Long.

At An long, the PACVs comducted @ reconnaissance by fire °
mission in Cei Cai village with Special Forces and Civil Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) troop support. The PACVs encountered no |
hostilo fire at Cal Cai, a known Viet Cony; villago, lourteen huts

andl 12 oanpans vere destroyed,

On 21 November the PACVs, with ten CIU(: troops and one U3SF . '

advisor embarked in each vehicle, supported by the GAMI V.AINEN

iight fire team from Vinh Loig, conducted search and destroy opera= ' ) 5
tions in a known Viet Cong base area to the east of }Moc lioa, The

alen Tuoné Province Chief and his intellipence of ficer were ombarkéd

in o:e of the PACVs for the day. The mission's results were two

structures and 12 sampans destroyed, and orme Viet Cong captured, as

vell as 20) pounds of food, six documents and a medical kit,

On 22 November in the same uiea, five rifles were fo.und by the
CI1DG troops. At 1010, GA!L VALDIN helicopters from HC-1 Det 25
received heavy automit.ic weapons fire from approximately 25 sampans
in an erea eight miles east-northeast of lloc Hoa near thé Cambodian
border. Fire was returned by both the GAMS VARDEN fire team and an
Arny I'itf.e team in the area. Vhen the PACVs arrived on the scene,
the embarked ClDC troops made contact with an unknown number of
Viet Cong. Kien Tuong provincial troops vere landed by helicopter

2 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDSNTIAL
to provide a blockiry, force as helicopters, PACVs and ajrboats
pursued the eneny. Upon landing, the piovincial .t.roopa received
fire from a village which had been flying a Viet Corg flag. The
flag was hauled down and replaced by & Cambodian flag. To avoid
s possible boyder incident, the troops were extracted from the area.
Then CIDG trc;opa again were landed we.l inside thé Victnanese
" border and gained contact with the fleein: enemy. PACVs supported
: the troops with automstic weapons fire, killing six of the enemy
ard destroying six sampans. lielicopters killed an additional nine
Viet Corg, and possibly 52 more, deatroyc.d eight sarpans and two
huts, and damaged ten sampans ard three huts.
The day's operation, which involved three FACVs, three Navy
and three Army armed helicopters, six UH-1D transpo:ts, ten reaction
force troops (Nung tribesmen) in five airboats, ¢0 CiDG troops, and
seven U,S. ard four Viet;nameae Special Forces.troope, accounted for
8 total of 56 Viet Cong killed vhile 11 weapons, 25 booby traps and
three kilos of documents were captured, Triendly cqsualties were
two ClDG wounded, |
On 24 November, the fourth day of Operatio;x QUAI VAT, the
allied forces destroyed 20 structures, sank 50 sampans and destroyed
a hand printing press and numorous items of perséml' equipment left’
behind by the Viet Cong. Forty pounds of docwﬁnto, leaflets ard
propapanda materinls, 12 prenades, three outhoard motors, amd two
pounds of medical aupéliu were captured,
On 25 Novembor, operations were conducted to the south and east
3 CONFIDENTIAL
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of Hoc Hoas The PACVs killed 13 Viet Conp and captuied six more,

destroyed 25 sampans, and captured 40 pounds of Viet Cong equipment.

GAME \ AiDEY helicopters destroyed four huts and four sampans.
Original plans envisioned terrimtion of the operrtion on 26

November., However, the Army requ‘ested that Operstion QUAL VAT be

extended for another woek because the FACVe had proven so successful

in the environment of the Plain of leeds,

On 26 hovember, the FACVs ieturied to Cat lo for intensive

. dns bection and maintenance before beginning the second week:of

| operations in Moc Hoa. On 30 November, the vei.icles made no contact

vith the enemy during search and destroy operations west of MNoc Hoa,

Several suspected cache sites were inspected, vith negative results,

One sampan was destroyed, ard one CING soldier was wounded by a
boo’by‘ trap. |

Iittle contact was made vith the enemy during the second period,
but' on 2 December, two Viet; Corg vere captured, Al atmct;xrea were
destroyed, and two outboard motors, six documents, and numerous: |
items of personal equipment were captured. .

On 5 December, PACVDIV 107 terminated Operation QUAIL VAT and
returned to Cat lo. The operation was considered an unqualified
succoss, both as a test of the abilitles of the I'ACV to operate in
the Plain of heeds enviromnment, and ss an offunsive oporation,
During the last week of the operrtion the vater level in the Plain

of heeds was nearly back to normal, yet the vehicles continued to

operate without difficulty. COMPACVDIV 107 steted that, with proper

4 . CONFIDENTIAL
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~ launchers softening up the emplacements during the approach. The '

CONFIDENTIAL

logistic support, the craft cuuld operate in the environment 12
months of the year,

The mobility provided by the PACV was the key to its tacticsl
success. Troops could be moved rapidly through‘arecas inaccessible
to othor types of velideles, aid in which even the robility 61‘ foot
soldiers vas 1estricted by chest-dcep water over a slimy bottom, “ ‘ ‘

Troops riding on the outside of t.h.o vehicles were delivepred i "

to hootchee (huts) and bunkers, with the machine guns and frenade .

troops were then landed to search the area under the cover of the
PACVs! .50 caliber guns, ‘

llc'licOptoro overhead were used to vector the PACVs to fuopiciquo
areas spotted from the air, to provide air support, amd to assist :
in finding routes from point to point. Vhile the ?ACV. could operste . :
over dry land, low dikes, marshes, shrubbery and flooded areas, thoy' '
were restricted by heavy woods and high barks in soms areas, Helli-
copter reconnaissance was necess:cry to find routes in some areas.

The close coordination and cooperstion of Navy and Army pcisonnel
on all levels was perhaps the key to the overall success of the |
operation. Cpecial Forces advisois vho knew the area accomganied
the PALVe on all operations, taking them to known Viet Cong strong-
holds. The advisors also provided psychological varfare preparation

for the operations as well as intelligence cupport.

3 3 % * %
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RIVECR PATHUL FORCE
Viet Cong activity in the liekong Delta rose sharply .during
- November, Cu lao May lsland in the Bassac ldver, the Co Chi;n '
Eiver near Cu Lao Giai Island, and the vicinity of Ngo Hiep Island
in the Mekong River were centers of increased activity. Twelve
separate hostile fire incidents occurred in a seven-nile stretch
of the Mekong Liver between ligo Hiep and Thol Son ;shnds. On the
' Co Chien, six hostile fire incidents were reparted in the area | ‘
between 20 and 28 miles downstream from Vinh I.bng.. The area between .,

five and 13 miles downstream from Can Tho was the scene of three
hostile fire incidents. In the same aiea, Can Tho PIks came to the

assistance of outposts in the Tra On Sector on 13 and 30 November.

and on 19 November a suepect." was apprehended with contraband medicines. .
The growing effectiveness of GAM: \ALDEN operations was indiceted -
by the sieadily increasing flow of intellirence from cooperative Delta "

inhabitants., The friendly, helpful attitude of the American sailors
and the off_octivenes'a of U.S. patrols in reducing Viet Cong "tax
~¢ollections" were factors that holpedl win increasing acc;ptmcc for
the PEis. According to & "Hoi Chanh"! who rallied at My Tho, Viet”
Coné "taxation" in that area had dropped from one million piesters
in 1965 to 97,000 during 1966, primarily as a result of GAMZ VAKDEN

operations on the My Tho F.iver.z

J A Viet Cong who has returned to government control., Literally,
hoi - to return; chanh - just cause

2 Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (KILO) My Tho msg 270427Z NOV
6 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Further indications of the effectiveness of GAI VALDIN operas
tions ware Lhe incroaved Viet Couy hamaénmnt. of CAME V ALDEN patrols _.
and the paycholoapdeal varfare campadpnn wey el npadnol river patrol
forces., In Sa Dec residents were warned by the Viet Conp to avoid
contact with Navy puowonnel fopr Lhelr own snfely bocnune Vloleui\ep‘_'
would Le killed during attempts to assaseinate U.S. lavy pcrlon‘r'wl.g

Growing cooperation vith Vietnamese [overnment oificials ard
armod forces on all levels was noted also during the month, On §
Novemter, the Commanding General, IV Corps, ordered his tactical sone
counanders to px-o{fido six National Policemen or liegivnal Force troope
to each ldver Patrol Section to assist in llaison with the local
populace.

The {irst LST configured for GAT WALDLN oper:tions, USS
JELNINGS COUNTY (15’1‘-81.6), arrived on staztion at ‘tha mouth of t.hq,;”:'v._"“':' i
Bassac on 15 lovember., H.avy seas caused by the northeast x.nc'msodx;"'. l
.and the long, {oleh over shallow waler jrocludod sotisiactory Pl
operations. The LST was moved to Can Tho on 1€ Lovember, |

The first successful mining of a U.S. lMavy minesweeper in the
lung Sat Special Zone (liSZ) occurred on 1 Hovember vith the loss
of two An;erican' lives., The mining was accompanied by heavy automatie .
weapons and small arms fire from well-prepared ambush sites on the
east bank of the Long Tﬁu Liver,

On 7 November a crevmenber drovned when an Army punship croshed

into the Soirap liver in a driving rainstorm while approacliing the

3 Waval Intelligoneo Liailson Officer (L110) 3a Dec ney 19‘0@502 ROV
8 : - CONFIDERTIAL
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Nha Be helicopter pad with survivors of an carlier erash, Quick
reaction by base personnel prevented further loss of lives, f)uring
the rescue operstions, hostlle fire was received on two occasions,

On 10 Novenber a v‘vat,ermino, neasuring two feet in diameter, was
found in the long Tau Liver. The mine contained 30 pounds of explo-
sives and its location, 100 yards from the bank ard ten feet below
the water's surface, indiceted that it vas to be used against mine-
pweoptry o 'Lls,

On 2% Loveubar 15 wilon asuthesvt of Lha De, & SEAL ambush
team killed one or two Viet Coug, aml captured two Soviet anti-
tank rocke'ta, six pairs of Boots ad @ amall. plastic bag full of
documents. | |

ALWLIVAL OF GAML \':I;hDEl‘l SUPPOLT SHIP (LST-846)

The first of the specially configured C/MZ VALDEN LS5Ts, USS
JuNN1LGS COUKTY (LST-846), arrived at Vung Teu un 11 November and
relieved USS COMSTOCH (I..-‘SD-19).' .

JEININGS COUNTY arrived on stution ul the mouth of the lussac

at 1800 on 15 Novemhboer. Considerable difficulty was encountered 'in

positioning the ship btecause of heavy seas, higﬁ winds and a strong -

current. The initial attempt to anchor, heading into the wind and
dropping the stern anchior {irst, failed when the ship's head sleved
100° before the bower could be dropped. |

On the third attempt, the stern anchor held, vith the ship's
roll steadying to 10-15 deprees. Attempts to launch PBRs on 16 |
Noveniber failed because of heavy seas. Trinally, on 17 Kovember,

9 " COLFIDENTIAL
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two FHEhis were launched while a third was set adrift and recovered
later. Because of the difficulties in handling boats, JEI'NINGS
COUNTY was shifted to Can Tho on 18 lovember.

Specific difficulties included: steol-\».;heoled dollies and |
forklifts with hard rubber tires would slip on t.hé vet decks because
of the ship's constant rolling; when the 15T was anchored in a ‘
position where rolling was minimized, strong cross winds created. ,
problems in handling boats on the lifting hock; PBR and.helicopter
handling were incompatible in that favorable conditions for handling
boats precluded halicopter-hunching operations. |

In subsequent operations corducted off Can Tho in rolat.ivoly
calm weather, it vas found that helicopters could. bo rofueled arﬂ

rearmed more upidl.v aboard ship than at a field., Fire t.eama were

completely rearmed and refueled in 12 minutes, measured from touch-

down to take=off. Iln addition, tle uhip'o‘(ﬁlc kopt relief crows
abroant of the status of any action in projiess,
DELTA RIVZL PATROL GROUP .

Oparationa in the Towar Danasae hivop

On 17 November PERs 35 and 36, while on routine patrol 13 miles
downstream from Can Tho, observed a uinpm vith three persons aboard
crossing from north to south on the Bawssec lilver at 2115 in nlknown

Viet Cong crossin: arca. The sampan directed five rounds of small

armg fire al the patrol while making for the mouth of a swal) canal,,

The PERs opened fire at a range of 150 yards as the patrol leader
requested artillery support from Kesach subseqtor.
0 | CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTI.AL

Tne PELs expended 350 rounds of ,50 caliber; 15 rounds of M=79,
200 rounds of M=60, and 40 rounds of M=16 at the sampan., Kesach
subsector artillery delivered ten rounds of artillery to the north
bank ard 20 rounds to the south bank with unknown results. The
sampan disappeared and was presumed to have been sunk:with its
thioee occupants,

A PBR patrol observed a sanpan ét.tempting to cross the lassac
in a snown Viet Cong crossing srea five miles downstream from Can
Tho at 2355 on 25 November. The sampan vas illuminated amd hailed,
After the aa;mpan had ignored the hailings, warning shots were fired.
At this point, 30-40 rounds of snall erms fire were directed at the

PEls from the sampan and the bank. The patrol returned .50 caliber

and M=79 fire, as enemy fire was quickly suppressed. No trace was
found of the sampan despite a thorough search cf the area.

On 28 November a falirly reliiahl"e i:rlt,elli.lgenco agent x:eppx;t‘ed
that ttiq patrol had broken up an attenipt to move arms into a 'Viét
Cong training area in Phong Dinh Province, killing ten Viet Cong
on the bank and two in a sampan, and sinking two oampims vith an
undetermined amount of arms,

On 26 November FBLs 37 and 3€ vere proceeding to rendezvous
with Vietnamene idver Assault Group (LAG) uniua after Ila{rjrnfx aerved
as a blocking force for a Tra On subsector operation on Cu lao May
* Tsland. The District Chief and his U.G. Army advisor were embarked
in the PBhis, and were enroute to observe the KAG units corducting
a training exercise to tihe south, | |

1 . CONFIDENTIAL
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At 0950 the patrol received a_pproxim tely 100 rounds of auto=-
mctic weapons and 4J=50 rounds of small srms fire from the north
bank of the Bassac liiver 13 miles downstream from Can Tho. The
~ prtrol returned fire. Twenty-seven boats of hAGs 25, 26 erd 2§
supported Lhe i’Lits vith fire. The hostile fire was.suppressed.
Acain at 1030, the putrol began f.o receive fire., Pilis 59 and 60
joined the fight, and artillery and GAM: VALDEN helicopter fire
teams were requested. At 10,5 artillery fire commenced, amd at
1105 the first helicopter strike was launched by JENNINGS COUNTY,
~ anchored off Can Tho, . | |

. The crew of JEKNINGS couni'x. although relatively new to GAME
'V-.AI\D;:‘.N helicopter operations, campletely rearmed the helicopters
twice vith a turnarourd time of less than ten minutes, and the fire
t;ema were able to put three strikes in the area bhefore fire-was
suppressed, |

At 1255, PBRs 59 and 60 received a rifle grenade from a posi-
tion one mile upstrcam from the initinl ambush and, vith Pihs 37
and 38, took this position urder fire. At 131;. Phiis 37 and 38
ceme to the assistance of an outpost nearby, and quickly broke up
the enemy attack. All action ceased at this time,

There were no frienily casualtiu‘d\iring the engagement, ard
no material damaze to U.S. or Vietnamese craft. Ene.nw casualties
in the battle were unknown. -

hssistance to Friendly Forces

GiME WARDEK units in the lower Bassac assisted Vietnamese

12 | COXFIDENTIAL
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forces with fire support or medical evacuation on three occagfé;m
during the month, .

On 2 lovembor, five wounded sailors from a Vietnamese 1SIL,
which had been hit by 57mm recoilless rifle fire at the entrance
to the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo canal near the mouth of the Bassac, were
taken by PER to an outpost near Cu lao Cong Dinh Island where GAME
VAEDSEN helicopters picked up the wounded for further transfe. to
Can Tho, -

On 13 November PBRs evacuated fivé wounded Vietnamese personnel

from Tra On to Can Tho. They had been wounded in an ettack on thq_ix:

outpost five miles northeast of Tra On.

At 1530 on 26 November, Liver Patrol forces suppressed hostile
fire in response to a ;:a_ll for assistance from two Coastal Group 36
Junks under attack at the tip of Cu Lao Dung Ialand in' the mouth of -
the Bassac.
_Other Incidents
On 5 liovember at 1100, PBks 30 and 31, engaged iﬁ a routine

search of river traffic eight miles upstream from Can Tho, discovered

. 80,000 piasters hidden under the after deck boards of a sampan. The

sampan's occupant, wh9 gave his nome as Dam Van Thanh, had no iden-
tificalion papers ard was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy for
questioning. |

on 15 November at 0800, while on routine patrol 19 miles down-

_ strean from Can Tho, PBRs 30 ard 41 observed a man throwing ob jects
over the side of his sampan. The objects were discovered to be

13 COLF IDENTIAL
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nuoc mam (iish sauce) jurs contéining, medicine. The suspect was
detained and turned over to Vietnumcse laval ruthorities wio dise
. covered Viet Cong travel authorizatlion papers on his pux",aon.

Operations in the Upper Esssac and Meholy ldvers

liver Patrol Unit Eravo, besed at Long Xuyep. and '.'.ia. Dec,
patrolled the upper Bassac ami'lf:eko'ng' Rivers.

On 8 November =t 1114, PBRis 61 and 62, opercting 38 miles
northwest of Sa Dec on the liekong, observed two men mu.v';lm; gouth-
vest in a campan, After the men ignored hails end warning shots,
they were teken under direct fire. One of the men was wounded in
the leg., The other man escaped into the. f)ruah, The wounded man
was questioned at 3a Dec, vhere he refused to nzme his companion.
He gave three differert and conflicting ressons for his attempts
to evade. The man was turned over to the Austrslian Medical Team |
© for treatment, after which in,terroga.tion was' continued.

Five miles east of Sa Dec, PBLs approached tvwo sampans in the
middle of the river st 1445 on 11 Hovenber,  The sninpnny evided,
rejused to answer hails, and were taken under direct fire, The
action resulted in one probeble kill. On 245 lovembepr, a similar
incident occurred 10 miles'north of Long Xuyen on the Ba:;sac vhen
two sampans were sighted close to the bank. The sampans' c'ccupant".s
left their boats as the patrol rece‘ived sutometic weapons {ire from
the beach. The PBhs supressed the hostile fire, sank one sampan
ard captured the other.

On 26 November, three niiel from the Cambodian border, PIHs

"% ' CONFIDLNTIAL
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136 and 138 hindled a sampan which evaded Lo the heach, "I‘he boat.'s

8ingle occupant fled and was taken under direct fire and mortally

wounded., ’
Support of Friendly Forces
ldver Patrol Unit Brave forces provided support for friemly

Vietramese forces on seven occasions. during the month. On 16

November, & Vietnanese civilian was taken from Tra On to the hospiul

at long Xuyen efter his foot had been blown off by a Viet Cong nine,

On 29 liovember, another mine victim wes taken from his Civil Irregular

Defense Group (C1DG) outpost to the Australian Surgical Teanm at long
Xuyen, |

On 22 lovenber, Sa Dec PBEs provided blocking forces for the
13th AVN Battalion. During the operation, the patrol received five
rounds of sniper fire, and returned M-60 and l-16 fire, There vere

o friendly casualties; Viet Cong casualties were unknown, On the

sace day, PBiis came-to the assistance of an outpost which vias under .

‘attack 25 miles from Sa Dec. The Than Binh District Chief directed

the fire {rom the beach, and observed it to be very effective,

On 25 November, Sa Dec=based PHlis BQ gnd 81 pro;ided indirect
azimuth .50 caliber fire in support of an outpost near Tan Hos o
hamlet three noutical miles inland from the Mekong liver. The fire
was requested by the assistant advisor, 3/13 Battalion of the Ninth
ALVN Division, who obsérved and corrected the fire.

Lith the Senior Advisor, 3/13.Bn embarked, the boats took
station in the river as clove as ponsible W the outpout nnd opened

15 ' CONFIDZXNTIAL
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fire in a triangular area approximeately 3000 meters on each side,

BB Fa s

vith its base on the outpost and its epex approximately 015° True
from the outpost alonyg the line of fire from the boats, 5 O :
The spotter repoz-ted‘ that the fire was .ei'i‘ectivo; ard the
attack vas quickly broken, The PHiis experded 3250 rounds of ,50
caliber. There were no friendly casualtiea. Viet Cong casualties |

were unknown,

T A b st N e o g,

On 27 lNovember, Sa Dec~based PbBlis picked up a _wounied Regional
Force svldier {rom a sampan vhile friendly foscos provided beach | -
security., The wourded man was taken to the Sa Dec hospital.

Operations in the Co Chien fiver

Nost of Kovember's activity on the Co Chien hiver vas in the .

vicirity of Cu Lao Giai end Cu lao Nai Islands, between 20 and 30
miles down river from Vinh lorng. ) |
Hostile Fire and Evasion Incidents T}'ﬁf;‘_ .
On 4 hovember, PLlis 86 and 100 received a.;boul, 50 rounds of ' : |
automatic weapons fire from the north bank of the river 20 miles i SR
downstream from Vinh Long at 1930, The patrol returned fire, and ‘ o \
called in the Vinh Long heavy fire team (two UH-1B helicopter ' N ! |
gunships and a .50 caliber armea UH-i). Viet Cong fire was effec- |
tively suppressed. . | )
At 2203 on 4 MNovember, PERs 57 ard 102, operating in the same
area in which PBhs 86 and 100 were taken undex”fire earlier, observed a3
a lighted sampan lying close to the north bank. As the PBRs closed i
‘to investigate, the enemy opened fire from both banks., The patfoi,

16 : CONFIDENTIAL

— - e — e s e Uk S B 4 et et S8 0 5 i | SRR 18 15 s 5 e PSRRI ¢



CONI IDENTIAL
.roturning fire with .50 calibur and M=7Y wuapons, cloared the area,

The helicopter fire team scrambled fram Vinh long, and PERs
86 and 100 joined the engage.x.nem. At 2230, heavy fire agsin erupted
from both banks, and the boats cleared the area. The four boats
then Pegan high speed firing runs, marking the area for the fire .
“team, .

The boats again cleared the area, amd the helicopters took the
enemy under fire. On the first runs, the helicopters reported
receiving moderate groux;d fire,

At 2325, 105mm howitzer fire from the battery at lMo Cay begen
as the helicopters spotted the fall of shot. Vhen the fire team
was forced to roturn to its base to refuel, tho PBR toc;k over the
spotting task, and a total of 28 rounds of 105mm were placed in
the a.bush area,

The target, believed to be bank security elements for an
attempted comaunications-liaison crossing, was neutraliged at O._OSO.
5 November, end the PERs resumed ncrmal patrols. PBR &6 z;eceived
some superficial damage, but there were no persornel casualties.

On 14 November the Viet Cong attempted an eat.im;t.eq platoone
sige ambush again {rom the area 20 miles downstream from Vinh Long.
PBlis 86 and 117, while en aged in routins Jjunk search operations,
were taken under fire from the north bank, The boats, while clearing
at high speed to the west, also received .cutom.t.ic weapons fi:e from
a 30-foot sampan close to the north bank, The sampan was hit with
+50 caliber and li=79 fire, _

17 CONFIDENTIAL
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PBiis 29 and 97 joined the fight and the GAME VARDEN iaencoptor

_ fire team scraubled to the scene, As the four boats moved back into

the area to mark the tarpets, they were taken under heavy au_tomatic
weapons and small arms fire. The boats reversed course as the fire
team neutralized the area. Two huts and one sampan were destroyed
by the fire teanm, |

on 25 Novembor, Pithw 29 and 102 observed two men In o sampan
25 miles downstream from Vinh long. As the. patrol closed to 1nvoo;
tigate, fire was received {rom the sampan and the bank. The PBftl
returned fire, einking the sampan and killing its two occupants,. |

At 1530 on 27 November, River Assault Group (HAG) 23 units,
operating in the same area, sighted 12 armed men in black pajama
uniforms moving through the paddies on the north bank. Whoh tﬁo
RAG unites fired on the men, they took cover behind a paddy dike,
returning the fiﬁ. | |

Six PBn phtrols in the sreca Joined the AGs to form a bloching
torce as GAME WALDLN hellcopters scrambled, Vioi;namose LS1L 328

arrived and took the enemy under 3"/50, 4LOmm ard 81mm mortar fire.

' " Popular Forces (PF) troops were landéd about 1630 bjr the KAG f.o

]

sweep the area,

Tha helicopteors killod ona Viet Cong, another wus killed Ly

lAG fire, and a woman Viet Cong cadre was captured by the PF troops.

The troops reported numerous artiélu of bloody clothing in the.

area. Naval forces suffered no casualties, but two PF troops were

wounded by a grenade booby trap. | _ | .
18 CONFIDENTIAI.'.
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On 30 November, PBRs 100 ard 116 were conducting visit and

search operations near the Junction of the Mekong and Co Chien

Rivers. At 1605, the patrol sighted two sampans close to the north

~ bank., lhen the boats were hailed, one escrped up a small canal,

aid Uio other boached, The thiee occupnnts of the second smnpan
took covor in veopotation on the bank, Vith PBR 116 covering, PDR
100 moved in to attempt to flush out the three evaders. Heavy
small arms and sutomatic weapons fire broke out from the opposite
bank. ‘

"PBL 116 cleared the area as PBL 100 made a high speed firing
run on the enemy position. Because eneny fire could not. be suppressed,
the PBRs called for artillery uupport from Giao Duc lubséct.or.

The Giao Duc battory opened fire within ten minutes after the
roquast, uxultino e romalined 500-7%0 yardys from the enomy poul tion
to spot the fall of shot. After firing 28 réunds of 105rmm howitger
shells into the area, the battery checkcd fire as PBRs.l'OO. and 116,
with PBiis 86 ard 111 in company, swept past the taig,et. Since no |
fire was received from the enemy position, the ta.réet. was considered
neutralized, |

Support of Friendly Forces

Vinh long-bused PHiis were act.ilve in supporting friendly forces
during the month. In addition to the combined operation mentioned
in the previous section, PBRs came to the assistance of outposts
under attack on four occasions,

. On the night of 6 November, after having been informed by the

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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commanier of an outpost near Cu lao Nal Island that the Viet Cong
intenied to attack his outpost at 2000 that night, the PDR patrol
remained in the area ard broke up the attack which had commenced
at 1653,

On 9 hovember at 1955, PBis arnd Army helicopters supported an |
outpost under attack by an estimated company of Viet Cong. The

first two boats on the scene, PBEs 29 and 116, delivered 4000 rounds

of .50 caliber and 1200 rounds of M=-60 fire. PBRs 96 and 106 joined
the engagement and fired 900 rounds of .50 caliber. An.Air Force
AC-47 also joined the engagement, ard the combined fire}.)blwe"r of
friendly forces broke up the attack,

On 22 lovember, PBlis t6 ard 117, patrolling in the vicinity of
Cu Lao Nai Islard, observed the outpost, which had been luppofted :

on 6 November, firing across an adJjacent canal, " The patrol was

. called in and informed the Viet Cong were attempting to cross tho'

canal, and that the outpost had been holding down the enemy in
hopes that PBlis would arrive soon,
Upon leaving the post, the two boats were taken under heavy

autamatic weapons and small arms fire, which they suppressed. An

‘Army helicopter fire team arrived on the scene as heavy firing

Lroke out again, Tho conhined fiie from the £ire team nmd the lis
soon suppressed the enemy fire., The helicopters reported that many
of ﬁhe enemy were along the bank, and many moﬁ wem.runr;ing aoross
the fields.

The GAME V.AEDEN fire team from Vinh Long joined the Army team“
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in hitting targets in the area. :The helicopters rcceived heavy
ground fire during their passes. A hut was destroyed, produeing a
small secondary explosion; one sampan wes destroyed and six qt.hex'a
damaged. Four Viet Cong were killed in the action which lasted
frcm‘ 1115 to 1500, There were no friendly casualties. l

On 29 November, the sams outpost which hed been supported on '

6 and 22 November was attacked again by the Viet Cong. PBRs €2 and '

97 ovppresned the enemy fire with ,50 calibar wnd Ne?7¢ fire,

' On 26 November, the commander of the outpost which had boen }
supported on three occasions during the month stated that Viet Cong
' tax collectors with Government I.D. cards were operating in the
vicinity of his post. The cormender accompanied the patrol to aid
in identification. . At 1719, a sampan with four oécupants was eighted'
crossing the Co Chien from south to north. As the patrol approached,
all occupants immediately raised their hands without being.ordered
to. Normally, unless warning shots aie fired, rivermen come alongside
and produce I.D.' cards without raising theixi handa, All the hoat's
occupants had valid 1.D. ecards, but the outpost commander identified
Lhem as the tax collectors in quouotion., The suspects were taken to
Vinh lorg for further interrogation,

Meko ) Q etio

During November, friendly forces were taken under fire 12 times

in a seven-mile strip of the Mekeng liiver lying betwes;: Thoi Son and
Kgo Hiep Islands. Also, a large shipment of Viet Cong medicines wos
captured from a jJunk in this ares. |
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Hostile Fire and Lvasion Incidents

On 1 Lovember at 1£00, PBiis $6 and 105 received heavy automatic
weapons and small arms fire from the bank 11 miles west of !y Tho.
lhen the bank vas taken under fire, a lurpe secondary explosion,
producing black smoke rising 200 faet in the air, wes observed. The
Ham Long 1051m battery delivered 12 rounds on target at 1935,
Friendly casunlties vere linited to one auperi‘icial hit on PBL. 105,

On 2 lLovember, PBLis approacned a sampan near the south bank of

the river, e.ght miles west of liy Tho. At 1500 yards from the

sampan, the jatrol 1eceived smail srms fire from the shore as the v -

sampan disappesred into the brush, PEK 106 received five aux;e‘rfichl
idts in the forward part of the boat above the vaterline, On 6
November in approximstely the same area, PERs 105 and 109 received ¥
30 rounds of sniper fire. PBi 10G 1eceived a hit in the hull, ono

on an l=16 rifls barrel, and one on the starboard radio antenna,

In both fire fights, the patrols responded with .50 caliber and

=79 fire.

"On 6 November, Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles (PACVe) 1 and 3,

oper: ting at the mouth of the lickong liver, encountered hostile % "‘*"-,.;_\:\- .

fire for the first time when they received 15 rounds of sniper fire

" which they returned vith 100 rounds of .50 caliber.,

On 7 Lovember at 1425, PELs 96 bnd 107 received 70 rounds of
sutom tic weapons and swall erms fire from a house on th.o ;outh 2
bank six miles west of iy Tho, One crewrember of PLL 107 was
wounded in the action and evacuated by helicopter to Saigon.
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At 1610 on ¢ Lovember, Plis 103 and 104, while escorting the
Vietramese Custons boat TD-10, received fire from the south bank |
of the river eight 1iles west of Iy Tho, Fire wvas returned by the
PELs ard the enemy ceesed fire, At 1730 on the return trip to ly
Tho, .50 caliber fire was received from eight positions along the
north bank of the river. The first burst swept the deck of TD-10,
wounding one Vietnamese ard one Anmerican scting es radio liﬁilgn
petty oﬁ"icer. The wounded were taken aboard the PBLis for '.
evacuatiion.

As the pat.rol cleared the kill gore of the emplacemsnt on the
north bank, it. entered another kill zone of a continuou. ambuh

© that ran for 5,000 meters along the south bank., PHis 105 and 110,

heading west from My Tho to support PEls 103 and 104, pessed through
both kill zones to spot for the Vietnamege Army Seventh Divioioﬁ‘
artillery.

At 1E11, the first rounds of 105mm fire fyom the 72nd Artillery,

Dinh Tuorg sector, were walked up and down the na t.h bank, The
bettery delivered 23 rounds of artillery, all on target.

The v1o£rAMleae Navy LGSL 228 made a firing run past the north
bank and put six rounds of 3"/50 and 100 rounds each of 4Omm and
20mm {ire into the ambush area. The naval gunfire ard artillery
were ei;fectivo in silencing the enemy fire,

At 1825, FBhs 96 snd 106, enroute to their western patrol .
sector, ro.coivod approximately 400 rounds of small arms and autoe
matic weapons fire fram the néuth bank. The boats returned. the
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fire and continued upstruam.

Two mihute: dater, PHlis 101 and 107 p.aucd through the embattled
zone aid received heavy fire. The Kien Hoa sector 105mm battery put
several rounds into the area, lﬁppx-oaaing the eneny fire. Despite o
blistering fire from both banks of the river, the only casualties ¥
vere the two wounded from =10 who were evacuated to My Tho,’

Uh 10 November there were two fire fights o‘i'.ght miles west of
liy Tho. At 0730, FPius 104, and 110 received 50 rounds of sutomatic
veapons fii1e from two houses on the south bank. OSeventh Diviai_onl

artillery totally destroyed one house ard 13 rounds of 105mm, and

damaged the second with 14 rounds. At '11‘05, the same patrol re'ceived_

autometic weapons fire from the damsged house and small arms fire

- from the tree line, The PLis ard the GALL VAIDEN helicopter fire : P

team suppressed tlie {ire,
On 12 liovember, a PEE patrol received 25' rounds of small arms
fire and one rifle grensde from the north bank of the river. All

eneny fire landed between the two Louts., The petrol res;orded with

© .50 caliber and N-60 fire; Seventh Division artillery fired five

rounds of 105mm.'

On 16 Lovember, thera were three fire fights in the spme avea,

At 0703, Phiws broke up an altack on an outpost on the north bank . . i

elght miles west of ¥y Tho. At 0907, PBiis 109 and 110 received

accurate, heavy automatic weapons and small omﬁ fire from a house

on the south bank in'the same general area. Two crewmen were

wounded, one seriously, before the ares was neutraliged byl the PEhs, | e
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hien Hoa sector artillery, and the GAME WALDEN fire team., At 1620,
PBEs 109 and 110 again received heavy fire from a house on the a,ouit.h
bank., The helicopter fire team, supporting the boats, took heavy :
tire from the tree line around the house, The fire team destioyed
8dx huts and dansged nine others, Two Army helicopter fire teams
Joined the action and damaged two houses and destroyed two huts.
PEL 110 received two superficial hits. |
On 1"4 Kovember, PBI;'.B 139 and 142 received approximately 50

rounds of sutometic weapons fire at 1845 while on normal petrol i
11 miles downstream from My Tho., The PERs returned fire with . 3

unknown results. On 30' November in cpproximat;ly the same. location,
the Viet Cong attempted to lure PHis into a trap by floating a Viet
Cong flag on a rait in the river, [I'Bhs 140 and 144 ignored the
flay and conbinued Lo patrol, At 1655 the fn Lrol received 1(X)
rounds of autometic weapons ‘fire in the grea and cglled for li'tillor_y.
H-xi.le starding by to spot, the PHis received an udditionni}O rounds
of fire until the area was neut.rulized by artillery.

On 16 November, the Viet Cong again attempted a mjor ambush.

o,‘v

in the ares to the west of My Tho. At 1410, PELs 56 and 105 wera .
taken under fire by snipers in tree tops .on both banks. Vhen thp
patrols returned the sniper fire, they were takeﬁ under .50 ealiBor '
and +30 caliber cut;cmatic weapons fire from eight positioﬁs on the
north bank and five on the south bank. Approximately 40 rifles were
being fired at the patrol from the north and 20 from the south,
PBEs $6 and 109 joined the action ami artillery fire was
26 CONFIDENTIAL

q P
3 . i P g Py
sl ST S i AN A0 £ b S S o

o TN

Somne

e 2o

! BT N s g $ A 0 B 555 s



o~ b

COLFINLLTIAL

requosted. PLEL 105 spotted 13 rour.xds of 105mm which succceded in
neutr. “fzing at lsast one of the 'Aa.utomatic weapons positions on '
the north bank.

At 1515 helicopters fram HC-1 Det 25 (vinh long) arrived,
firing on Viet Cong positions and fleeing trodpl. One rocket salvo
landed in the midst of a group of ten Viet Cong who were running
across the fields behind the ambush site. All ten were kille.d.

5

Four huts were destroyed and t wo more damaged before the helicopters

departed .t.o rearm at Ben Tre.
A 1618, the PHlis and helicopter fire team again entered the -
kill zone and came umler heavy fire from the north bank. The fire

team destroyed two automsatic veapons positions in two huts, PBL

105 spotted 11 rounds of Seventh ertillery 105mm fire which destroyed

three more huts and neutraliged the north bank.

At 1735 the fire team made a pess down both banks without
drawing f{ire in the area of the origiha.l ambush., However, small
arms fire was received from the south bank about SQ meters east
of the area. The fire team made several firing runs in the ares,
destroying six huts and damaging five.

Other Incidents

'On 25 lovember the Viet Cong launched a mortar attack on the
Dong Tam construction site about five milcs west of liy Tho, The
mortar .i"iro, which originated about one mile north of the site,
missed the Jamaica Bay dredge, but hit a smaller dredge. One
Vietnamese Army soldier was killed and another was wounded by the
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mortar fire. Amy helicopters, Vietrnamese lavy Liiver Assault Group

urdts and Vietrzmese Arny artillery struck the enemy positions u.

PBlis evacuated the tvwo Vietnamese casualties, - | '
On 29 November, PRLis €8 ard 106, while engaged in the routine

search of a Junk uino miles west of My Tho, discovered a large

quantity of unmanifested medicine. Papers aboard the junk indicated

that 57,0‘00 piasters had been paid to the Viet Cong between July -
tnd November 1566, The sanpsn was turned over to the National Police.
Geme larden Helicopter Ogerationé

1n addition to perticipating in moost of the n'aJox; actions
involving GAME | ALDEN forces in the lMekong Delta, the helicopter
fire toams were involved in five incidents during the month of
November which were not in direct support of Bk operations.

| On 2 November, while escorting the Chief of Naval Operstions,
one armed gunship lost power on takeoff and crashed in the river
at liy Tho, Two pérsona were slightly injured and the helicopter
susbulned minor damages The hulk was recovered vd..th.pn rt of 1(‘6
armament and taken to Vung Tau by an Army ‘Chin‘ook helicopter,

On 5 lNovember a helicopter fire team sighted three sampans
heading for a canal at the mouth oi‘ the Bassac. The helicopters
made low passes across the bow of the .lead sampan and fired warning
shots in an attempt to drive the boats back into the river where
they could be inspected by an Appfoaekzing PBL patrol,

The huvi]y-hécn lead sampan continued to evade to the beach
as the other two sampans surrendered to the PRhs., Upon beaching,
the three mals occupants of the lead sampan took cover in the brush,
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At this tlie the fire team recelved automntic weapons and cmall arms .

fire, Tho fiie team thon destiuyed the oumpan anl its contents,
One of the two sampans that had surrendered was found to be
carrying 200 pounds of rice, and was turned over to Coastal Group

36 by the PEhLs.

At 1100 on 26 Lovanher, an Aeny forvard uir controller (F‘AC)_
in an 1=19 reported approximetely 50 Viet Cong camouflaped u'q.th '
gress in @ ricefield seven miles south of Can Tho. The GAILS VARDEN
1ight fire toeas vas launched fram JENNINGS C-JUI\"I"Y in presponse to |
the FAC's report. After drawing lipght fire, thu helicopteru returned
fire, killing ten Viet Cong and wounding ten. An estimated ten more
Viet Cong were killed in the action, and four structures were damageﬁ.

On 30 l’lpvémber, an O=1 aircraft spotted approximately 100 black

pajama clad troops fleeing into high grass in a Viet Conge-controlled

area four riles north of Bac Lieu, The Navy light fire team responded,

and hit targets along & .canal in the area marked by the observer. The
fire team reported that two Viet Cong were killed ard one was wounded,
Five structures were destroyed, 15 ltﬁctugeu and three sampans vere
damaged.
LUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE

At 0420 bn 1 Kovember, MSB 54, vwhile en;aged in a routine chain
drag_sweep along the east bank of the Long Tau LKiver, was sunk b'y [ |
Inrge, moored, comnard-detonated mine, four amd one-=half miles downe '
stream from Lha Be. Two U.S. Navymen lost their lives., Four of the

8lx crewnembers wele yuscued,
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llovember 1566

TJ‘.L’ CHAYNEL
1 = MSE 54, 1 Nov
2 = Antibiotics discovered, 4 Nov
3« liiPn, 2 YNov
<y = Bilhla, 29 Nov
5 < lsDs, 22 Nov
6 - Nine, 10 Nov
7 ~ VKN HPC, & Nov . -
8 - VC Tax Collector, 29 Nov R
§ - PERs, 23 Nov
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The mine explosion demolished the ininesweeper from the bow to
the after bulkheed of the pilothouse. A 57wn recoilless rifle rourd -
hitting the port quarter of the craft signalied the opening of heavy
autams tic weapons and small arms fire from the banks. Approximately
four minutes after the mine exploded, lNSE 54 sank bow first, screws
still turning, in seven fathoms of water.

NSB 45, which had been opereting in company vith MSB 54, imme-

diately came to the assistance of the stricken craft, wlxiﬁ }Sks 15

and 22, which hod been en aged in an O=typs sweep 2000 meters upstream,
iurried to the scenc, Two Vietnamese Navy kiver Assault Group (VNI RAG). )
craft, operating 1000 meters downstream, also supported the sweepers,

The eneny broke off the engsgement after about ten minutes, as
the lwng Sat Special Zone (1'082) light firé team was called into
the area to provide fulrt,her support. A f{lare ship was called in to
proviie illumination. Four PEhs were ordered into the area to assist
in suppressing fire ard in search and rgscue" opera.tiona.

MSB 4% picked upA two survivore Ix;am the river, both of wham
were evacualed to Nha Be, The VKN KAG boats rescued two other
survivors vho hod manuged to swim ashore, Two of the survivors,
including the boat captain, Chief Ecatswain's Mate G. 5. é()NAI-’RANK,
were seriously wounded, vhile the other two ouftox'gd from leess
sorious wounds,

All units on the scene continued t..‘o search for the two missing
members of tho; crew, Search and rescue operations were hampered by
dense fog and heavy tidal current, The VI LCM, which picked up two
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of the survivors, was lost in the fog for approximately thirty
rinutes before locating tw;) PHis to take the wounded to lNha Be,
vhere a h‘elicopter vas waiting to take them to the Third Field
Hoépital dt Tan 3on Lhut.

The channel was closed to shipping and extra POR patrols were
posted in the MNia Be anchorage area. Elements of the Third Batte-
lion, 18th Infantry were inserted by 1ClMs into the area of the
incident to provide static security for salvage operctions, The
Nha Be ixplosive Ordnance Dispousal Team vas dispatched to the ares,
as vull as a light lift ;;-.e.lvago craft (LLC-2) and a Harbor Clesrance
Unit One team from Vung Tau.

Salvage operations bepan imnediately and were periodically
hampered vy strong tidal currents in Lhe arca. ) On one ogcuien . \
during the salvage oper t.i‘ons, J1C-2 and the diving boat weln
svopt out of their muoring by tho heavy current, which also carried

along pait of the wreck. Dragging subsequently relocated the wreck,

‘and on 3 lovember the wreckage wus lifted and towed to the Vietnemese - -

Naval Shipyard in Saigon.
Search and rescue efforts for the two missing crewmen,

Engineman Secord Class G. K. VIAVER and Seaman Apprentice T. M.

KOOiE, were unsuccessful. At 1000 on 3 November, the body of .;‘5,5:'@‘ ar

3 v,

W

Seanman Apprentice l'00LE was 1ecovered from the lLong Tau; the body ’;.
of Petty Officer VEAVER was never recovered. | . . '
| The mining of MSB 54 was the first successful mining ofa
U.S. Navy miriesweoper in the Vietnam campaign. It was also the
32  CORFIDRNTIAL
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first night mining attempt by the Viet.Cong against U.S. minesweepers.' .
An inspection of the mining-ambush site disclosed 13 well-prepared -

faxholes, several large enough to hold more than one man. The Viet

Cong had piled logs in front of each faxhole to support their heavy

weapons, A mage of escape trails had been beaten in the dense, foure
foot high grass. _
On 2 November, }MSBs 18 and 49 received ten rounds of small

arms fire on the long Tau, seven miles downstream from Nha Be. The

minesweepers returned the fiie, MSB 18 receiving one minor hit. .On

208 November, the Viet Coug direated heavy automstic weapons fire at g

M5B 15, 11 miles downstream from Kha Be., The NSB i'ot..urjnod the fire
and cleared the area, and the L.3SZ light helicopter fire t.elsm and a
PBR ptt;rol came to her assistance. MSB 15 recvived several hit;a in
the superstructure, and one crewmember was wounded slightly. |
At 1327 on 23 Novembe.r. a8 PBk patrol on the lower Soirap was

taken under automatic weapons fire from a sampan crossing the river
ten miles south of Nha Be. The patrol returned the fire, wounding
two of the sampan's occupants. The sampan bcached én the mof bank
near the mouth of the Vam Co River, and its ocpupantl f.cd ashore.
An Army helicopter fire team was dispatched to the area, a;xd received
small arms fire from four persons embarking in a sampan mear the
beached sampan. As the sampan attempted to flee, it was taken under
fire by the helicopters. Three of the occupants were killed, and
the sols survivor was picked ﬁp by a PBli.

| The first sampan was taken in tow, but sank enroute to Nha Be;
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a portion ot' ite contents, consisting of eight individual packs
and parsonal papers, ves salvaged. Uthen the patrol left, artillery
fire was directed into the area.
| Two crewmembers of one of the Army helicopters were injupgd_

when a round explocied in a door gunner's M-60 machine gun. |

On 25 November, the LSSZ air liaison of ficer, ombarkea in an
1=-19, observed an explosion about 100 meters off the starboard
quarter of the merchant ship 5§ HCKAf as she proceeded down the - 8
long Tau chatinel in Lhe Ng:a Bay }'.iver‘. .

The long Tau light fire team was dispatched to the ares, m' !
corducted raconnaissance by fire along the wea't bank, An airbor'r;ﬁ,
observer saw a sampan darting out of the mouth of a stream appa-

rently attempting to meke a hig,h speed run down the river. This

sampan and two others vwere headed off by the fire team and stopped

by a PEE patrol. The nine'occupants of the three sampans were
taken to Can Gio; the..t\latioml Police were unable to connect them
vith the .explosion, and all nine were released,
Support of Friendly Fc-ces
At 1015 on 8 lLovember, a VIN hiver Patrol Craft (ILPC) was
taken urder heavy automatic weapons fire from t.h‘e north bank of
the Soirap, six miles downstream from Nha Be. The KPC cleared
the area, and the 1L5SZ light fire team delivered an air strike.
Artillery fire was :equested from Can Gio sub-sector. One hut
vwas 'deatroyed by artillery {ire,
At 0040 on 13 November, a Viet Cong force, estimated to be a :
4 w o CONFIDENTIAL
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roinforcod platoon, sttacked Ly Nhon village 14 milas aqut.h of Nha
Be on the east bank of the Soirap, One member of Popular Force
Company 362 was killed and four were wounded in the action. ALl
casualties were evacuated by Phl to Iha De, '
Other Incidente

On 4 November, an upper Long Tau PER patrol, while engaged in
& routine search of the ferry, HULP 1HAIH, enroute from Baigon to
iluny, Taﬁ, discovered 209 individual doses of antibiotics in the

possecsion of a man who could offor no satisfactory eéxplanntion for '

having the medicine. He was turned over to VNN authorities at Nha Be,

At 1850 on 7 November, during a blinding rainstorm, an Army
helicopter crashed into the river about 500 yards from the holicopt.er{
pad at Nha Be. One crewmember was drowned. All available personnel
and boats were dispatched to carry out rescue operations, 'Strong' -
current, extremely low visibility in the driving rain, and Viet Cong
harassment f{ire hamper,d operutions, .

The helicopter had Seen attempting to niake a landing at the
Nha Be helicopter pad with the survivors of another Army helicopter
which had creshed a few minutes earlier, The ;crovmcnbor who drowned
was pulled down by his ceramic armor chest protector. lils body was
recovered on 9 November.

At 1100 on 10 November, elements of Regional Force Company 601
discovared wires leadins to the river 11 miles downatream from Nha
Be, A Victnamese minesweeper confirmed the presence of a spherical,
conuna'nf.—det.om Led mine moored Lepn feet helow Lha surtece of Lhe Long
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Tau, 100 yards offshore. The mine contained approximately 30 pounds

of explosive, It was disarmed and taken to Nha Be by the.U.S. Navy
EOD team. The size of the mine and its location indicated that it
wes intended for use against mineswespers or PBks rather than

merchant shipping. | LY

At 2030 on 23 Lovember, four SEAL fire teams aboard an LCN-3,

accompanied by two PBIt patrols with a lellcopter fire team providing_,
air cover, departed Nha DBe, AL 2200, a lnrge nuuber of boals were '

discovered in the river four miles south of Nha Be in violstion of

the ESSZ 1800-0600 curfew. At the request of VKN .utho_ritin.‘ 20
larys sanpans and one small sampan wers corralled and toved to Nha
Be by the LCM and PERs. Army S-2 interrogstion of the detainess
established that the fleet of sampans had been engaged in illogll
rishing. The 24, auspecto were adrionished and released,

On 29 November, a PBIL patrol on the lower Soirap detected a

sampan evading up the liach Vang Creek at 1115, A fow minutes later, ]

the sampan was seen again trying to cross the river, The patrol

intercepted the boat and its two occupants were identified as

. father and son. The son told the: patrol leader his father was a

Viet Cong tax collector, and both persons were taken to Nha Be, ..

where interrogation revealed that the older man was a Viet Cong

arricultural cadre.

At 2105 on 29 November, a GEAL fire team ambushed u sampan in

','1'

the Tien Lieu Canal 15 miles southeast of Nha Be. A second sampan,
following the first, escaped into the brush., One Viet Cong was
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killed and the sa;npan vas captured. The craft contained tyo qnti:
tank rockets a:nd propellants, a'ix pairs of boots and one amnli. ‘
plastic bag containing documents., The anti-tank rocket launchers
were labeled: Russian Anti-tank Locket Launcher Model RPG-2.

As the SEALS were being extracted at 2130 by IBM-B, they
rocoivgd small caliber automatic weapons fire from upstream, LClH=3
suppressed the fire and cleared the area with no cglmltiu.

GAME VAKRDEN UNIT CHANGEé
Changes in the status of PBRs in-country during the month were

" as follows:

3 Nov = 14 PBhs werc off-loaded from S.S. CALIFORNIA MAIL.

13 Nov = PBR 55 suffered strike damage when the after - lifting
pad parted as it was being taken aboard JENMI\GS

COUNTY at Vung Tau,

= PBlis 44 and 69 were ioaded aboard COMSTOCK for further
transfer to Ship Lepair Facility, Subic Bay for repairs.

14 Nov = River Patrol Section 532 arrived at My Tho with ten
PBis and commenced operations in the Mekong.

23 Nov - PBhs 12'2,' 132, 151, 152, 153 and 160 arrived "in-country '
at Vung Tau,

25 Nov = PBR 114 was received from'the Subic PER pool.
As of the end of the month, the in-country PBR total was 118.

* % * %
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE

The Northeast Monsoon seriously hempered the operations of
MARKET TIME forces during Novembor.. Heavy seas and high winds
during MARKET TIME operations caused a sharp drop in detections,
inapections and boardinga for the month,

In October, a total' of 51,2&8_%53615 were detucted, 16,639
inspected and 15,229 boarded; the figures for November were 31,461,

12,336 and 9,440 respectively.

On 15 November, PCF 77 capsized and broke up at the ont,xilnci
to Hue Harbor as it moved in to assist PCF 22 in rescuing a man
overboard, Three members of tne c.rcw of PCF "7 were lost, Five
survivors of PCF 77 and the man overboard from PCF 22 were rescued,

On 15 November, Inshore Undersea Warf -e Group One WESTPAC
Detachment was activated as the immedlate ‘aduinistrative. comnmander
of Harbor Defense Units in II, III and IV Corps, under the opers=
tional comnand of CTF 115, o

On 22 November, SEA SHARP (Southeast Asia Semi-permanent
Harbor Protection) Inshore Undersea /arfare Unit Three (IUW 3)
'replnced the Mobile IUW Unit 23 at Qui Nhon, On 30 November,

10 2 arrived b Cam ltauh Day, '

MARKET TIME forces were involved in six hostile fire incidents

during the month and four incidents of evading Jt{nka were reported,

Vietnamese and U.S, forces on 12 occasions.. On seven occasions, -
MARKET TIME units provided U.S, Marine, U.S. Army, Vietnamese Arﬁ
L ' CONFIDENTIAL
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and Royal Australian Army operations with blocking forces or |
exfiltration patrols. |

In addition to the Search and Bucug operations in connection
with the loss of PCF 77, MARKET TIME units conducted Soaréh and )
Rescue (SAR) missions for a downed U.S. Marine helicopt;r and 8
capsized junk of Vietnamese Navy Coastal .Group 37, and assisted
in extinguishing a fire in S.S. RUTGERS VICTORY.

On 5 November, two additional PCFs arrived in country to

bring tho total to 84, Ono SWIFT was assipgnod to Qui Nhon and one
to DaNang.

On 12 November, two WPBs were transferred from Cat Lo to DaNang.

" NCRTHERN SURVEILLANCE GROUP

Loss of PCF 77
On 15 November, while attempting to cross the bar and enter

Hue Harbor, PCF 22 lost one man overboard, PCF 77, also in the ity

area, maneuvered to assist in rescue operations, broached and :
upended in the hdavy seas, promptly sinking in 13 feet of water,

Helicopters in the area picked up seven people in the water,
two of whom, Chief Machinery Repairman W, S. BAKER, U.S. Navy and
Boatswain's Mate Third Class HARRY B, BROCK, U.S. Navy, were dead. |
The man .overboard from PCF 22 was picked up by his own craft.‘ B
Redionan Third Class B. A. TIMMONS, U.S..Nevy, who was believed ta
be below decks at the time the boat capsized, was not recovered, &
and was listed as missing, presumed dead.

At the tims of the incident, PCF 77 was outside the surfline,
| 40 © CONPIDENTIAL -



= P T T,

PO e s v

CONFIDENTIAL

standing by to assist PCF 22 as required, The Officer-in-Charge
of PCF 77, LTJG David G, WILBOURNE, U.S. Navy, had previously
ordered all hmdﬁ into lifejackets, and was at the helm. About
20 seconds after the man was reported safely aboard PCF 2?, 'y
wave, estimated to be 25 to 30 feet high, lifted the stern of

PCF 77 and drove its bow into the trough. The SWIFT boat."t flipped
end over end, The pilot house almost immediately filled with

‘water, although all doors and windows had been secured on the

orders of the 0inC. The survivors exited through the port pilot

house door, which had sprung. ) S L o

As the boat rapidly filled, LTJG WILBOURNE vas responsible
for rescuing one man from the stricken craft, and Chief Petty
Officer EAKER, a qualified diver, was last seen entering the aft'er
compartment where Petty Officer TIMMONS was believed to be trapped,

. One and one-half minutes after upending, PCF 77 sank, keel up.

Security elements were provided by the Marine Corpa, and the
Salvapemanter of Harbor Clearance Unit One was dispatched t,o. the
scene, The bow section of PCF 77 was washed ashore 2500 yards
north of the Hue River mouth, The rest of the bout broke up, and
HOU-1 Salvageinntor reported that a salvage attempt eou;d not be
of:foctod. |

Hostdle Fire and Exfiltration Pgtrols

From 0600 3 NovembeAr to 0600 4 No,vombor. PCPs proviﬁod a
blocking force and exfiltration patrol in support of operat:iona
of the lot Dattalion, Sth Marines, along _t,ho coagt 32 miles southe
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southeast of DaNang.

While conducting & rout.ine. search of junks 55 miles north of
Qui Nhon at 1010 on 8 .ovember, PCF 76 received sutomatic weapons
fire from the Leach, taking two superficial hits. PCF :76 suppressed
the fire with her .50 caliber ..cchine gun with no friendly casuale
ties, ' : |

At 0825 on 11 November, PCF 56 received small arms fire while
searching a junk lOC' yards of{ shore, 58 miles north of Qui Nhon.:f".v'
The SWIFT cleared the area, and expended 250 rounds of .50 cali'bex; '
on the target. There were no friendly cuaua.ltioa; 'EQOW cnulltius
were undetermined, _ ;

On 12 November, PCF exfiltration patrols euppdgztod an operation
of the lst Lattalion, 7th Marines, 56 miles oout.'hont. of DaNang. No
significant results were noted, PCFe shpport.od the same unit in the
same area on 29-30 llovember, ‘ ,‘

CENTRAL SURVEILLAHCE GlOUP

On 2 November, at the request of the Comnanding Orficor of
Coastal Group 25, PCF 51 fired illumination rounds from her 8lmm
mortar in support of a Popular Force outpost which was under att,;'ck
by the Viet Cong 20 miles north of Nha Trang. Support was pequeeted
at 0130,' and the enemy broke cgntact. at 0200, There were 'no friendly'
casualties, Viet Cong caqualties were undetermined. |

Hatwaen 0600, 9 Hovember and 0600, 10 November, Qui Nholh-\u:uﬁd
PCF patrols furnished exfiltration patrols for operations of the
First Cavalry Division 28 miles north of Qui Nhon, No lignitieaﬁt.’%’

results were noted.

L CONFIDENTIAL
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At 0830 on 12 November while on routine patrol in area 3,

" PCF 65 sighted five boached Junks 17 miles uou*.;h of Qui Nhon; An
the SIIFT cloae.d to investigate the junks, it was taken mder

‘ small arms fire from the tree line. Return fire by the patrol

produced one Qecondary explosion in the tree line.

The Viet.mmeo? Navy Coastal Group 23 investipgated the area
on the beach, and repoft.od fire from the SYIFT had destroyed three
sampans and damaged two, The riw)o 15-foot junks were carrying a
cargo of fish and nuoc mam (fish sauce) which was confiscated by
the CG 23 personnel. |

A total of 20 persons were detained by MARKET TIME units
supporting the Vietnamese Army Operation BINH HAI 804 which com~ -
menced at 0800 on 14 November 30 mwiles north of Qui Nhon, The
- cumghtivo results of the operation, which was terminated on 18
November, were five Viet Cong killed, 29 suspected Viet Cong
detained and seven known Viet Cong captured.

At 2230 on 25 November, PCF 47 detected several lights and .
two small radar contacts close inshore in & known hostile area 16 -
milos north of Nha Trang. The SWIFT closed and illuminated the
area, revealing 20-25 persons in the area., Artillery fire from a
nearby Republic of Korea battery was called in with unknown results,

At 1000 on 30 November, PCI;‘ 43 received heavy automatic weapons

fire from the beach 15 miles north of Nha Trang., The SWIFT returned .

fire and cleared the area. An air strike which had Bepn requested '

destroyed the enemy position, There were no hits on PCF 43,

B CONFIDENTIAL
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SOUTHERN SURVEILLANCE GROUP

From 1915, 2 November until 1900, 3 November, PCF 67, USCOC
POINT GAMAON, units of Coastal Group 37 end Vietnamese Sea Porce
ships, assisted by helicopters and a C-A47 flareship, conducted !
9earch and Rencue operationn 16 niles southwest of Vung Tau for a
Coastal Group 37 junk which had capsized in heavy seas enroute to
its base at Tiem Ton. |

All but three of the junk's crew were rescued by an accompanying
Junk, Despite extensive searchoa of the area, one Vietnamese officq;f

and two Vietnamese enlisted men were not reco.vcnd and wiro .pruund' .

to have been lost in the heavy seas.

On 6 November, PCF 36 a.nlw.refi a call for urgent gunfire ‘
support from a reconnaissance aircraft 130 miles southwest of Vung
Tau on the Cau Ma Peninsula; the nircraft. was under fire from the &
beach in the vicinity of & sampan the aircraft was investigating.'.
The PCF bombarded the area with 8lmn mortar fire, damaging the
sanpan and suppressing the hostile fire. |

On 7 November at 1300 while operating in an area 103 mi,iei ‘
southwest of Vung Tau near the Ca Mau Peninsula, PCF 67 sighted
o Junks and closed to lavestigate. The Junka ignored. the JVTFT's
siren and warning shots and continued to evade, PCF 67 took the
fleeing junks under direct fire and sank both of them, Viet COn.g
casualties were unknown; PCF 67 suffered no caa\;altieo. |

During the period R-12 November, MARKET TIME units provided
conﬁnnonc exfiltration patrols in support of onn_tion HAYMAN, a
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sweep of Long Son Island, three and one<half miles north of Vung

Tau, by the 5th Lattelion, Royal Australian Regiment, One Viet
Cong ouopoct way delelned Ly MARKET TINE forces during the opera-
tiun, while fourcon ashore killed eipht Viet Cong, wounded four

and detained 20 suspects.
At 1500 on 23 November, five PCFs conducted corrul operations

off Vung Tau, ‘There were 26 detections, 22 boardings and foyr
inspections. No suspects were detuined.

At 0415 on 26 November, three PCFs and five junks from

Coastal Group 32 conducted corral operations in Vung Tau Harbor, _:.

One hundred and sixteen junks were detected, 34 inspected and 82

boarded, Twenty-seven persons wers detained because they had no =

identification cards or were suspocted draft dodgers,
GULF OF'THAILAND SURVEIL].ANCE GROUP
At 1110 on 10 Hovembor, a Coastal Group 42 patrol, operating
ashore 30 miles northwest of Rach Gia, discovered a 30-foot atane
doned junk covered with anti-American slogans,, WWhen the patrol

was taken under fire, PCF 92, operating in the area, was called in °

{ S
.'.(, '

and expended 200 rounds of .50 culiber and 100 rounds of small trﬁou-.
Lire in support of the patrol., Fire was suppressed by the SVIFT
with no casualties to friendly forces, The junk was destroyed by
direct fire, | ' ' |

At 1820 on 13 November 94 miles south-southeast of An Thoi,
USCGC POINT BANKS detected and challenged a sampan which ignored
warning shots and evaded to the‘beaeh. . The sampan's occupants

L5 , ~ CONFIDENTIAL
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fled as POINT BANKS opened fire. Small arms fire from the beach |

was returned with unknown effect. The cutter sustained no material

‘or personnel casualties. The aa.mphn was destroyed,

On 14 November at 1820, USCGC POINT GARNET detected a sampan
off the tip of the Ca Mau Peninsula. When the sampan ignored all

»

signals to halt and attempted to evade, POINT GARNET took the sampan
under direct fire and destroyed it. AR I

At 1820 on 17 November, FCF 6 answered a support fiequoat from !
‘an obscrvation aircraft which was recaiving. ground fire from the |
mninland 57 miles southecast 61’.An Thoi, The SYIFT answqrt?d f.hol ‘
fequest with ten rounds of 8lmn mortar fire, which dut'.r'l'oyed three |
structures and a sampan, o |

At 1645 on 18 November, USCGC POINT LANKS siphted a sampan: &t
the mouth of the Cai Lon River, south of Rach Gia., The sampgn' .
ignored hails and warning shots and evaded toward the river. An
airborne spotter reported that six additional sampans and two Jjunks
| "were in the vicinity of the evading sampan. POINT BANKS opened '
fira on the boats, damaging two sampans and causing two aecondan;
explocions, POINT BANKS received automatic weapons fire from the |
beach in the vicinity of the river mouth, POINT BANKS, assisted
by USCGC POINT WHITE and USS WILHOITE (DER-397I). returned firs, -
destroying one junk and triggering five sicondary explosions,
There were no U,S. casualties; Viet Cong casualties were undetermi,qul.

Between 1015 and 1145 on 19 November, USCGCe POINT BANKS and -
POLJT YOUNG and USS NEWELL (DER-322) conducted a gunfire n_uui&n

| b CONFIDENTIAL
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on the Ca Mau Peninsula 68 miles southeast of An Thoi, Targets
wers camouflaged sampans and suspected Viet Coné positions, Two
sampans and a structure were destroyed,

USCGC POINT COMFORT supported U.S. Special Forces search and
destroy operations on Phu Quoc Igland seven miles north of An Thoi
on 26 llovember, Upon completion of the operation, POIN;I‘ COMFORT
embarked 14 refugees for transportation to Duong Dong.

On 27 November, PCFs 92 and 93 answered a request for support
from a spotter aircraft receiving hostile fire from the coast of
Kien Giang 39 miles cast of An Thoi, The SWIFTs dclivered 59 '
rounds of 8lmm rortar fire and 1,400 rounds of .50 caliber machine
gun fire., Four structures and two large sampans were destroyed,

HARBOR DEFENSE

At 1230 on 15 Novemiaer, a Mobile Inshore Undersea Wurfare
Surveillance (MIUJS) 23 LCPL detained a civilian junk v(ith 17
persons aboard in Q;xi Nhon Harbor, The Junk wap carrying an
unnanifusteod cargo of rico, sonp, mmli'cino nnd tobacco, nn wol.ll'
as $320,00 in piasters., The junk, its occupant.é, cargo and money
were turned over to the National Police in Qui Nhon,

On 19 November, a MIUWS 23 LCPL detained two suspected draft
dodgers. Subsequent interrogation by the National Police disclosed
that both men were Viet Cong tax collectors. |

A MIUWS 22 patrol craft at Nha Trang intercopted a junk with
four males suspected of looting a barge nlongsihe 88 RUTGERS VICTORY
at 0&.%36 on 23 November, One of the men had Leen w;)unduci by & sentry

| L7 CONFIDENTIAL



-

T el

CONFIDENTIAL

e
0

aboard the merchant ship., The suspscts were turned over tq the

National Police at Cau Da,.

MARKET TIME UNITS

In November, 84 PCFs and 27 WPBs conducted MARKET TIME

operations,

In addition, the following Seventh Fleet ships

operated as MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive

dates:

DER 397
DER 322
DER 386
DER 393
DER 251
DER 400
DER 328
DER 32l
DER 327
MSC 199
M5C 198
MSC 205
MSC 289
MSC 209
MSC 207
MSO 4L
M50 43k
MSO 445
MSO 446
MS0 467
MSO 510
MSO 427
M30 436
MSO 463
MSO L6l
LST 1161
LST 1159
LST b4

USS WILHOITE
USS NEWELL
USS SAVAGE
USS HAVERFIELD
USS CAMP

USS HISSEM
USS FINCH

USS FAIGOUT
USS BRISTER
USS PHOEBE
USS PEACOCK -
USS VILEO

USS ALBATROSS
USS WOODPZCKER
USS WHIPPOORWILL
USS FIRM
USS EMBATTLE
USS FORCE

USS PRIME

USS REAPER

. USS ADVANCE

USS CONSTANT

USS ENERGY

Uss PIVOT

USS PLUCK

USS VERNON COUNTY
USS TOM GREEN COUNTY

. USS BLANCO COUNTY

L K

W

DATES

(14-30)

(1-26)
(1-15)
(1-13)
(1-22)
(12-23
(1-11

)
(23-30)
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The support capabilities of NAVSUPPACT Saigon were improved |
qignmcmuy in November by the arrival of YFR-889, The mgoiiug
barge was scheduled to make its initial resupply run to d.et'ac'!imntl" e
in the Delta in early ecenber., With a 100-ton capacity for frozen |
cargo and an additional 100-ton dry stores capacity, the _YFR could’

‘ +

roliove the overworked AKLs in Delta opera. .8, With the expected

Se

arrival of YFR-890 early in 1967, the majority of the Delta UEF Ye ]
. . _ w3
resupply could be accomplished by the YFRs. This would alléw the . °. ;

v (it

.
*

two AKLs, MARK and BRULE, to concentrate on’' resupply of the coaotﬁ" ; s wh

detachments. | ' - Fart |
Develomon'; of STABLE DOOR (Harbor Defense) sites co_nth;od ! ;‘ ‘

during the month, At Qui Nhon and Nha Trang interim berthing ;

\

)
-

v

facilities were comploted. At Cam Ranh Lay & potoble water system ..

was installed, : . A=
Continuing facility improvements wers made during November st :

MARKET TIME and GAME WARDEN support b.asen. At Cam Ranh Lay |

construction was begun on an interim communications Luilding, md

a new 1,000-man mess hall was opened., Cam Ranh Bay's 100-ton

floating drydock commenced regular operations on 28 November, and
lifted six PCFs in three days. .
At Cat Lo a 40 x 120-foot warehouse facility and an open

storage aroa for transient freipht were completed. A new mess hall

was also completed, Well-drilling operations, Legun in October,

failed to produce adequate weter; an effort will be made to obtain
L9  CONFIDENTIAL “
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water by drilling a deeper well at the site of a greviouo attempt,
Two additionnl 500-gallon bowsers were obtaine& to alleviate
drayage problems,

On Con Son Island, the three stone buildings a.t the au;'r#co
xjadar surveillance site were rehabilitated by a Public Works team,

Long Xuyen leased additional berthing areas, and. An Tho, Can Tho

and Qui Nhon also reported improvements in facilities and logistice - T :

support.

At Nha Be two recreation quonset huts neared completion.

Helicopter operations at the base were marked by a steady increase k ¢

in volume and weight carried. To provide a greater lift-off
capabllity a 6,000-square yard enlargomont ;)1' the prosont holicopter
pad ‘was planned, Fuel storage capacity was increased i)y the instal- -
lation of a 10,000-gallon bladder, Well-digging attempts at Nha Be . -
were ubandoned..' The YFNB-16 tanks will be used for potable water
storage with resupply accomplished by LCM. A 2,000-gallon inter.
bladder was ordered, Fifty per cent of the drawings for permanent

" construction at the base had been received and first increment

construction commenced during November,

At Sa Dec a quonset hut was completed and a site was located
for the proposed search light facility. The facility will be
constructed by NAVSUPPACT when plans are completed by Ottico’i;i-in-
Charge, Construction (OICC). The boat ramp at Sa Dec was 30 per
cent complete, A change to Vinh i.ong'o billet contract was issued
to provide onligt.ed lavatories, an intercom system, and overheq&
repair. Water storage capacity was increased during the month by
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the arrival of a 5,000.gallon Qater treiler at Vinh Long, ;
Thers were at least twc medical corpemen at occhIMARKET TIME/ !
GAME WARDEN base with the exception of 8a Dec and Vinh Long, The
MACV Surgecn's office released a Navy Medicsl officer to the Foree
Surgoeon to function an a medieal clircuit ridor ot‘tho bases, |
At NAVSUPPACT headquarters in Saigon an Interservice Support
Agreement was negotiated with MACV-30G providing for &SAS Claas 1I
and Class IV Support to the Studies and Observations Gfoup of MACV,
Seventh Air Force representatives met with Supply Department
representatives to clarify support Aetails for NAF, Cam Hanh Bay.
| Logiati; support requiremsnte continued to incroase, During
November the aviation section transported 2,735 passengers and
220,180 pounds of high ériority cargo. This set an all-time one~

month record for air logistics support. During the same period

USS MARK (AKL~12) and USS ERULE (AKL-28) transported 6&7 displacement

tons of materials to various coastal and delta detachments. This
total included 210 tons of water delivered to the 53 BATON ROUGE
VICTORY salvage operation,

* * d * ¥
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T-1 replenishments at Chu Lai curtailed, YOG-56 was the only source

of replenishment for several days during November, T-1 Koie Maru

supplenenied Y04 efforts with delivery of JI'-4 into Lhe inner
harbor, Four additional 10,000-barrel tanks for JP=4 storage were

completed and readied for use.

Monsoon westher conditjions also hampered cargo offloading
operations, Port activity“ for DaNang during Novembe;' totaled
213,568 measurement tons (127,637 short tons), a decline of 26,667
tons from 6ctober'a record, The total for I Corps was 293,648
measurement tons (173,091 short tons), a decrease of 39,508 tons
from the previous month,

Harbor Clearance Unit One (HCU-l) continued operstions to remove
the wreck in DaNang River, éuttin'g the hulk into sections in
preparation for 1lifts, Vireck clearance , somewhat delayed by the
limited availability of YD-195, was about 25 per cent comple?.o.

In November the operational control of YR-71 and YFNB-2 was
transferred to CTG 115.1., Administrative control and backup |
repair reapcr;aibility remained with NAVSUPPACT. In addition
Coastal Squadron One (COSRON ONE) transferred PCFDIV 102
maintenance personnel for assignment to YR-71, PCFDIV 102
retained daily and weekly preventive maintenance responsibility.
Major preventive maintenace and reépairs to PCFs will be made by X
YR-71 personnel, '

Naval Support Act.ivity personnel strength (including APLs)
ineroasved to a total of 8,047 on 30 Novbmbor.

LA CONFIDENTIAL
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U. S, NAVAL SUPFORT ACTIVITY DANANG

Weather adversely affected supply aotivity in I Corps
throughout the month, Harbor operations were reduced significantly

in November by monsoon winds and seas. Lighterage operations were

. secured for a total of 169 hours. Large swells, causing ships to

surge excessively alongside Thang Nhat piers, forced cancellation
of pier operat.ipna and necessitated shifting ships from alongside
to anchorages on four occasions. The piers were unusable for a
total of 199 hours. | |

On 11 occasions heavy seas caused the suspension of coastal j'
resupply operations by Yf‘U/wU from Dalang to Hue and Dong Ha, - A
total of 69 YFU/LCU trips were delayed for periods of 24 to 96

hours,

‘Weather also restricted POL resupply. Heavy seas caused breaks .
in the L-inch bottom lay lines at Cua Viet, DaNang and Chu Lai,

and delayed repair efforts. Dong Ha airfield POL resupply was
accomplished by LCM 8 bladder boats 'ahuttl:l.ng from the Cua Viet
fuel farm. No POL was delivered to the Thuan An fuel farm during .-
November because of the weather and higher priority requirements
for tanker assets at Chu Lali and Dong Ha. POL was doiinnd to.
Phu ﬁai by truck tanker §ver Route 1 from DaNang,

M‘..Chu Lai heavy aeu'delayed completion of the new 8-inch -
and 12-inch bottom lay lines and curtailed fuel replenishment at
that site. Each of five breaks in the 4-inch bottom lay ‘lino '
system required an average of 12 hours for repair, With scheduled
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In November, civic action assistance continued to increase as
NAVFORV units engaged in divarse, cooparatho projects,

In the DaNang area, Mobile Construction Battalion 10 rond.orod
medical and dental assistande to 4,064 Vietnamese during the month, '
Regular medical visits were made to all Coastal Group bases of the
1st Coastal Zone. First Coastal Zone corpsmen helped Vietnamese
corpsinen treat servicemen, their dependents and local civiliqxil.

A doctor, dentist and their corpsmen started an extensive health
program two days per week for the Dong Giang Refugee Camp; also,
rodent and insect control programs wers begun.

On 4 November the Commanding Officer of MCB-10 presided at
dedication ceremonies for the Bo De School. By 17 November the _
office and first two classrooms were partially completed and SuBou'l
and Vietnamese were working together to raise the walls,

Seventy per cent of the refuges housing for 97 families 20
miles south of DaNung was completed by Vietnamese sailors and t.ho.i'r‘: |
U.S, advisors, | o

Naval Supﬁort Activity DaNmé contributed four tmcka.during
Health and Sanitation Week t.o. help the Viethmu 11th Civil Affairs
Company collect garbage from the streets. Aleso, a five-man spray
team with a residual fly control spray was provided to follow the
trucks, ‘

Five thousand lenflets containing fire reporting instructions

in Vietnamess were distributed to p;Nm residents, emphasising the
5k ' UNCLASSIFIED:
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"preadiness of the NAVSUPPACT Fire Depariment to help the townspeople

:I.h case of fire,

| At Tuy Loan, plans were made to provide the village hospital |
with a methane gss generator for llghting the delivery and f.rcatment.
rooms and for cooking purposes, The cement block generator would
produce gas from the decomposition of human and animal waste, .

At An Hai, Mobile Construction Battalion § started a Pen Pal
program, The names and addresses of 4O American children ‘weu
distributed and Vietnamese childr;n were helped in translations and
mailing, .

The personnel of Naval Support Activity detachment, ’Long Xuyen,

continued to repair and refinish ward furniture in the local hospital.

Tho X-ray room, laboratory and photographic darkroom were rewired, |
Also, the blood donor program continued as :even pints of blood po:"
week were donated to the Vietnamese blood bank, : )

On 12 November NAVSUPPACT detachment, Long Xuyen, distributed
25 tons of corn to the people of My Than village. Each family )
received two 50-kilo bags to feud the starving cattle and hogs in
the district.

On 7 November, a Long Xuyen private school for English instruc=

- tion was established by U.S. sailors and Vietnamese Army interpreters.

The school, dealgned fop & maximum of 60 students, has grown to 144
students. | .

At Cat Lo and Nam Binh, a Coast Guard petty officer conducted
English cluou. for cduitl and children of both areas. Response to |
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" the classes was excellent with an average of 4O students sttending

each two-hour session, Classes were held three times per week,

In the kung Sat Special Zone, five Hol Chanhs rallied d'urm
the month, Over one million leaflets were dropped, li loudspOlkop:-';
broadcasts made and 300 posters distributed in the Rung Sat,

In the 4th Cosstal Zone, 18 boxes of donated soap were dis- ,

tributed in the Mac Rach Gia area. Approximately 2,590 leaflets,

300 province newspapers and LOO posters were distributed, The _
leaflets contained a report of the Manila.Conference and letters
of Hoi Chanhs from Kien Giang Province., On 12 November, 117,6.,00
similar leaflets were airdropped on Phu Quoe Island, .

In the Lth Riverine Ares, PBRs distributed 2,000 Rural Spirit .
magazines abtained from thé Jeint U.S. Public Affairs Office
(JUSPAC). On 5 November near the mouth of the Makong River,
1,400,000 leafletn were n.lr~dmppod' in the areu surrounding thot'r :
Cua Tien and Cua Dai Rivers; the leaflets explained PER opoutﬁmu '
to the people, An additional 100,.000 leaflets and 20 cuses of
Psychological Operations buckets® were distributed by PERs during
faniliarisation patrols 11-1, November, Wsterborne loudspeaker
broadcasts were made during these patrols. The District Chiof.’

PBR Task Unit Commander and the L4Lth Riverine Area Psychological

- Operations Officer made goodwill visits to eight Regional Force/

Popular Force outposts in an attempt to explain and win und,erstlndiﬁg ,

¢

“Plutic buckets containing cloth, neodleo, thrud, noap and
government literature
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and acceptance of PBR operations in the area. .
By the en& of the month, Chau Uoc had received 150 tons of aeedl"'
rice as the flood relief project of aelivering 200 tons of seed rice
from My Tho to Chau Doc continued, NAVSUPPACT detachments at My Tho,
Vinh Long, Sa Dee and Long Xuyen provided LCMs while P!}B units |
provided escorts. USS NYE CUUNTY (LST-1067) transported one ahib-
ment from My Tho tc. Long Xuyen for further transfer to Chau l?oc by
LCM,
On 28 November one of these convoys received automatic weapons
fire nine miles west of My Tho. The PBR escort suppressed the
attack with no casualties or damage. |

Construction projects completed during this report period.

. Those only repaired or renovated are marked with an R,

usy WM TOTAL
&, Dispensaries 0 1 . |
b, Dwellings/number of ramilies 40/80 1/14 L1/94
¢, Hospitals 2R 0 <R
d, Playgrounds 1R/1 0 1R/1
e. Schools: classrooms 1/3 1/2 2/5
£, Flagpoles 0 2 ' 2
Medical treatments
a. General medicine 15,120 0 15,120
b. Dental ' 1,027 0 1,027
¢. Surgery 40 1 4l
d, FBEmorpency evacuations 25 3 28
o, Glaol't Palate oporationn 0 2 2
f. Corroctive glasves 0 1 L
g. Routine lab procedures 59 o] 59
h, Blood donations (pints) 50 0 50

Health and sanitation

a. Classes on personal hygiene/ T
attendance 5/163 0 5/163

57 UNCLASSIFIED

L



UNCLASSIFIED
UsN
b, Immunizations 3,212
o, Medical aides/nurses trained 2
d., Physical examinations 20

Spray insecticide operations 43

VNN TOTAL
0 3,212
0 2
0 - 20
0 L

Distribution of commodities (pounds unless otherwise lpocifiod)

© B
b.
Co
d.

e,
f.
8.

h.
i,

Je
k

1,
Me
Ne
O,
P.
qd.
re
8,
t.
U,
Ve
W,
X,
Y.
()
aa.
bb.
CcC.

dd.,’
Restored goods redistributed to the people

a.
b,

Cement 29,570
Clothing : 875
Food 84,124
Lumber (board feet) 97,800
Medical, non-preseription 302
Vitamins (bottle) 0
Midwifery kits 175
School kits : 1,512
Soap 3,453
Tin sheets 949
Lumber (scrap, trailer loads) 2
Fire wood (truck loads) .59
Salad oil (gallons) T 264
Blankets (each) 0
Rebar (pieces) 106
Paint (gallons) ' 233
Paint rollers (each) 10
Plaster board (pallets) L
Nails ' 530
Plywood (sheets) 1u8
Casket (each) 1
Washbucket kits (each) 140
Health kits (each) : 245
Textile kits (each) - 13
Personal kits (each) 0
Mosquito netting (150" roll) 1,
PsyOps buckets (each) 522
Toothpaste (cases) 2
Magagines (each) 300
English teaching books .0

Rice (poundsg : 4,280
Salt (pounds - 30

Educational efforts

a. English classes/attendance 232/3;356

58

0 29,570
0 - 875
104,026 190,150
0 9_7.8(”'.
: o . 302
W4 1bds
o - 11
1’ bw . 3 ’uz
1,4k 4,897
0 %9 -
0 2
0 59
0 . 26h
151 181,
0 106 *
0 233
0 10
0 b
0 530
0 108
0 1
0 140
0 2L5
75 a8
2,304 2,304
0 1
0 522
0 2
6,700 7,000
134 134
0 4,260
0 30
0 239/3,356
 UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED |
usy N IOTAL
Voluntavy contritmtions (I’iaat;arﬂ « 118 to one U,8. dollar)
in support of!

&, Schools 24,6,000 0 246,000

* % % % W
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIKRED
NOT RELEASABLE TO
FOREIGN NATIONALS

NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
AMBUSH OF VIETNAMESE LCU |

On Sunday, 27 November, the Vietnamecs ievy (VNN) LCU 536,
enroute from My Tho to Vinh Long with a load of ammunition, wao,t@kon'
under 75mm recoilless rifle, smsll arms, .30 caliber and .50 caliber
fire from a carefully propar;d ambush site near the mouth of Rlcﬁ '
Cam Creek in the Mekong, nine miles upstream from My Tho, *

The VNN oraft took five recoilless rifle hits at the waterline.
The ambuch, which started at 1255, caught many of the LCU'sdorew ct'i |
lunch below decks, Four Vietnamese sailors were killed and nine
were wounded, ‘

P?Ra 103 and 109 moved in to render assistaﬁce and suppress thi:
heavy Viet Cong fire. Enroute, the PBRs received and suppressed
automatic weapons fire from the south bank 9! the river, | B

The PURs relayed news of the atltack to My Tho and all l.)ooti" f*
from River Assault Groups (RAGs) 21 and 27 (less troop carriers)} i
were ordered to the scene, PBRs 103 and 109 went slongside the LOU
and removed eight wounded to My Tho, ' |

PBRs 101 and 107, also on the aceno; kept the approaching RAO._l
units informed of the progress of the action, An airborme U,S. Ai;
Force spotter observed camoutla;ed Viet Cong troops noving in an ares
about 1000 yards north and west of the ambush site, The Senior'
Advisor, Dinh Tuong Province, cmb‘rkod in a helicopter to coordinate

reaction forces.
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NOT RELFASALLE TO
FOREIGN NATIGNALS >

| The damaged LCU, escorted by four River Patrol Craft from the
My Tho-based RAGs, proceeded to Vinh Long with the four dead and one
slightly wounded aboard as reaction forces began to converge on the

area.

From 1400 until 2000, Navy and Army helicopter fire teams provided

oonthimous aty atrikes with one team rearming while the othepr wans o.n
station. The helicopters received 1ight to heavy ground fire on all
rurs,

At 1445, Vietnamese Air Force A-l aireraft delivered the first
of three f:bo;d-wing air strikes. At 1600 units of RAGs 21 and 27 |

. bombarded the north bank of the river with mortars and machine gun

fire, Action was terminated at 1620 when enemy fire ceased in tho

area of the original ambush. - v
Helicopters continued to receive modent;.ely heavy ground riﬂ :

from Viet Cong pinned down in the area 1000 yards to the north and

west of the ambush site until 1645. At 1725 the four Regional ,

Force (RF) companies from My Tho were landed on the western perimeter

of the ambush scene and moved to trap the enemy, .

At 1755, Navy helicopters again received heavy fire from the

enemy, who were observed moving back toward the river, The helicopters *.

returnod fire and as they departed Lo refue) and rearm, a third
fixed wing air strike was delivered, thoroughly covering the area
where the enemy was entrapped, W
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
NOT RELEASABLE TO
FOREIGN NATIONALS
At 1900, PBRs 105 and 106 received fire from the south bank,
and returned 400 rounds of .50 caliber and 250 rounds c;f M-60 o
machine gun fire while clearing the area., The freshly rearmed Navy
fire tcam took the area under fire, and suppresoed the onemy fire,
AL 1905, an Adr Foree AC-47 took the norihern bénk utdlor firo-.l
At 20;l.5 thg Province Chief ordered the Regional Force troops to
return to their bases. Navy helicopters flying over the area
estimated that one hundred Viet Cong were killed :I.n action, Friendly
losses were confined to the four killed and nine wounded in LCU 536;
Th's Vietnamese Air Force flew two fixed wing air strikes, w;t!.l

the U.S. Alr Force delivering one. Armmy helicopters flew three

strikes, and Navy Helicopteé fire teams conducted four strikes against

the enemy positions., The enemy was kept under.contihuoua pressure
by air and/or surface forces from the time the LCU was ambushed unti'l -
the RF troops were extracted at 2015.
VIETNAMESE NAVY
The pergonn;l strength of the Vietnamese Navy increased by
334 men to 15,942 at month's end, The figure reflected m.increuo
of ten officers and 385 enlisted men., However, the corps of non=-
commissioned officers decreamsed by 61, The m.mber of deoertionl
continued its decline to 31 in November. There were 59 desertions
in October, o |
The shore establishments continued to be fully manned and, in
63 CONFIDENTIAL
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NOT RELEASABLE TO

FORZIGN NATIONALS

some cases, overmanned while the operating forces were undermanned

in all ranks, For exumple, the number of non-commissioned officerlv

uaigned‘ the Coastal Force was 958 less than authorized allowance,
Fleet Command patrol lhibs took part in 12 combined operatio::ti-

with Regional Force units, Coastal Groups, River Assault Groups,

U.S, Special Forces and with U,S, Navy MSCs, PCFs and Coast Guard

WPBs. Vietnamese PCs, PCEs and PGMs were utilized in all four

Naval Zones and in the Rung Sat Special Zone for coastal and river

patrols, gunfire support, logistics, escort, base support amd

paychological operations. PC/PCEs fired nine gunfire support

missions and PGMs fired 15 gunfire support missions, PGMs also took

part in five combined operations.

LSIL/LSSLs provided coastal and river patrol and gunfire |
support in lst, 2nd and 3rd Naval Zones ’ the Rung Sat and t;he 'l.t'.h“.‘.r
Riverine Area, These ships ﬁ.red'l? gunfire support missions, four
of which were in direct support of River Assault Gﬁup and c&ltll
Group sesarch and destroy operations., On 2 November, LSIL 330 was.

~ ambushed by a Viet Cong force using a 75mm recoilless rifle. Two .

Vietnumese sailcrs were killed and five were wounded, - The ship
suntained damige to ito nuperstructure which was repalred at the
Saigon Naval Shipyard during a three-week pefiod.
On 1l November,‘ the Vi.etnamese Operation Order governing ttge
minesweeping of the main shipping channel to Saigon .wu modified,
o 6k CONFIDENTIAL
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On even-numbered days, two boats sweep from Mile 2 to Mile 11 and
back to Mile 2, Two boats sweep from Mile 12 to Mile 33 and bnc‘k

to Mile 12 and two boats sweep from Mile 33 to Mile 12 and back

- to Mile 33.

On odd-nuzbered days, two boats sweep from Mile 2 to Mile 33,
Two Loats sweep from Mile 33 to Mile 2. Two boats sweep fx;om Mile |
12 tce 1-1'113.33 and back to Mile 12, This arrangement increased miles
swept per day from 62 to 104, and increased the number of nwoépl
along each bank of the Long Tau from two to four. - o

During the month, logistic ships cariied a total of 3,88'(
tons of cargo and 14,501 men. LSTs carried 2,125 tons of cargo
and 9,655 men, and LSMs carried 1,120 tons of cargo and 3,626 men,
LCUs carried 642 tons of cargo and 1,220 men. The mass personnel

movement was the result of re'f.uming National Day celebration

| participants to DaNang and Nha Trang on 1 November.

The LDNN (UDT) ‘conducted no operations after 15 October because

Lholr activities were directod toward praparation for the Nalional
Duy aelebration and a Jocsl all-mépvics ahootding eompatition, Deven
LDNN were selected to become bodyguards to the Prime Minister,

ﬁough seas, resulting from the Northeast Monsoon, adversely
affected coastal surveillance efforts in the lst, 2nd and 3rd
Naval Zones, Of 266 assigned junks, only 127, on a daily average,
were employed in November. Thewe '\;nitl ;oarchod 14.66? craft, a
decline of 4,487 from October's effort; the average was 3.7
searches per unit per day. )
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k In the 1st Naval Zone, Coastal Groups 1l and 12 supported

P areml mb Ty b

1 .
f Operation LAM SON 325, conductod by the lst U,S, Infantry Division

PR SO

near Quang Tri and Thua Thien from 27 October to 5 November. U.S.
forces sustained four killed amd six wounded while wsceounting for = , !
‘nine Viet Cong killed and 20 captured. The Coastal Groups killed 2
. one Viet Cong and detained seven euepecte. |
On 12 November, during the late afterncon hours, units of
Coastal Group li conducted a patrol and ambush six miles north

DI e N NIRRT SR el iR e <

of ita base at Hoi An., The units sank one junk and captured one
Junk carrying household goods, Four Viet Cong were killed and ono
was detained, .

On the same day, Coastal Group 23 units were involved in an
action near Rhu Hoi village 1i miles south of Qui Nhon.: i ‘At 0830 e
a PCF was fired on from the beach after it had stopped a Junk. L
Two men carrying anmunition cases were seen on the beach, Unite '
from Coastal Group 23 landed on the beach shortly after 1230 while
PGM 607 supported with naval gunfire. Three junks were destroyed
with their cargos of fish and a nember of jars of nuoc man (fish -

sauce ),

~ On 13 Novenber Coastal Group 33 rendered medical assistance : " | ;
to 231 peopl. at Can Gio in conjunction with a U.S. Civie Action . :
Tean proJect. o =k ; i '
On 17 November between 0330 and 1130, Coastal Group 36 |
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participated in an operation conducted by Vinh Binh sector forces
near Ap Tho 75 miles south of Vung Tau, Six Jjunks, a number of o
structures and 400 litres of gasoline were destroyed.

In the 4Lth Naval Zone on 2 November, reconnaissance unito.o:f
Coastal Group Lk apa.»rked a firefight with the Viet Cong at the
mouth of the Cai Lon River near Rach Gia on the Ca Mau Pcnimt!.lc
65 unles east of An Thoi. Five Viet Cong were killed while the
Coaat.alhoroup suffered one fatality. | | o

* Operation PEPPER EUSH I, in the north of Phu Quos Island, was
conducted from 5 to 11 November with units of Coastal Groups 41,
46 and 47, PCE 09, PGM 602 and U,S, Special Forces participating.
Results were the destruction of ten structures and 600 kilos of
rice with 11 sampans captured, .

Vietnamese Navy units in the 3rd and 4th Riverine Arou‘ were ‘
used agaressively during the uio;xth. 'Ot the é27 river craft assigned, Yy
105 were .employed daily for escort, river patiol and combat opera- |
tioﬁo. Seventeen major operations were cénducted in the 3xd |
Riverine Area, 13 of which were Rung Sat Special Zone operations,
Twelve operations were conducted in the 4th Riverine Area,

In the 3rd Riverine Area, most River Assault Group (RAG).
units were occupied with static defense and river patrol. In
the. Rung Sat, most opcrations made little or no contact with the
Viet Cong. Operstion RUNG SAT 47/66 accounted for the destruction |
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of several Viet Cong fortifications and the capture of a reél of
slectrical wire,

" In the 4th Riverine Area, Operation LONG PHI 991/SD was con-

ducted by the 9th ARVN Infantry Division, with the support of RAGs

23 and 31, on 4 and 5 November 6 miles southwest of Vinh Long.

+, Results were 58 Viet Cong killed and 32 suspects detained, The -
'A}".'m force lost five men with 22 wounded. RAG units had one man '

wourded, Five civilians were released from Viet Cong custody.
Fourteen sampans were destroyed and three machine guns, five auto-
matic rifles, 37 individunl weapons, 20 mines, one ton of ammunition
and a number of documents were captured. . '

. On 17 November, the 7th ARVN Division conducted Operation CUU
LONG 47A/66 near Long Dinh with the support of LCU 535, LCU 539
and ten RAG 2] craft. The ARVN force had one min wounded and two
suspucts wore detained, A liegional Force soldier, who had been a
prisoner of the Viet Cong, was released, ‘

On 1 November, elements of the 25th River Assault Group woro'.

had been sunk on 25 October; they were attacked by an estimated 50
Viet Cong with recoilless rifle fire. At 0200, a series of fire-

‘v

fights began and continued sporadically until 0730, Airstrikes w.r'o! :

callod in and 90 per cent of the tni;got area was saturatod with

rocket fire, Vietnamese forces sustained Wov,killod and eight

wounded, Viet Cong casualties were uninown, Salvage operations |
| 68  CONFIDENTIAL
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were discontinued because of lack of security in the area, Since
the LCVP wus in an upaide down position, imbedded in mud, it wae
felt that Viet Cong divers could not effect recovery of the craft
or its weapons. - ‘ o

Maintenance aboard most Fleet Command ships remained below
miniruu U,8, Navy standards and enpineering practices continued to .
be inadequate, However, some improvements were noted .in the peneral .

attitude of VNN personnel toward meintenance, During Noveinber,

12 major casualties aboard six Fleet Command shipes were corrected

by ship's force personnel. ithin the Naval Zones and Riverine Areas, iy

availability of Junks and river craft for operations was curtailed
Ly a lack of repair. parts and skillea repalr personnel, " At most
Coastal Group basee a sense of responsibility for maintenance was
lacking. The project to establish supply depots on ‘he major x;epair _
facilities continued to remain at a ‘sﬂandstill. "
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS

On 11 November, Brigade Force Bravo, consisting of a headquarters,
the 1st and 4th Eattalions, &ad Artillery Battery C, was committed '
to Operation LAM SON 328, a search and destroj operation 9 miles |
_ south southwest of Juang Tri. The brigade force, in conjunction with
an ARVN airborne task force and a lst ARVN Division task force, moved
through Jungles and over mountains unglér heavy monsoon rains without
enemy contact, This operation, which ended on 18 November, marked .
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the first combined USMC, USA and ARVN artillery effort, A US ¥

Artillery Group comprising a battery of USMC 155mm howitzers and &
batLory of USA M=108, 105un howltzers under the comnund of a USMC.

proup headquarters, tcamed up with a battery of ARVN 155mn hnwit.ze'rl

and a battery of VN Marine 105mm howitzers, uhder control of ARVN let

Division, under a common Fire Support Coo:dingtion Center, This
efficient joint-command was responsive to the requirements of the
Marine brigade force as well as to other assault battalions pare
| ticipating in the operation.

On 29 November, Drigade Force Alpha supported lst A'RVH.DI.viuon |

on search and destroy Operation LAM SON 331. Elements of""thc
brigade force landed from LCUs and Junks along the Cua’ Vht Rivor -
12 miles north of Quang Tri., The force then awopt on dual oxes

paralleling the coastline to the Vinh Dinh Rlver... The swup S .

resulted in two Viet Cong killed, one Viet Cong captured and two
indiv'idual weapons captured., Operation LAM SON 331 continued as
the month ended, | )

n 25 November, the 3rd Company of ‘the 2nd Vietnumese Marine
Battalion mée contact with a Viet Cong unit eatﬁutrd to be a
company in the vicinity of Vinh Loc, U.S. armed helicopters, flying
in suppori of ﬁho -vd Compeny, cllogodl'y were responsible for ten
friendly casualtius during the ohcountor. Two Viotnam&n were killed
and eipght were wounded when air ordnance reportedly was ti;'ed into
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friendly positions. The Viet Cong killed two Vietnamese lMarines
before withdrawing one hour after first contact, Unconfirmed
reports by villagers indicuted that 20 dead and wounded Viet Cong
were carried from the area.

Detachments from the Vietnamese Amphibious Support Battalion

continued to operate as pert of the brigade force headquarters

ir I Corps, while the remeinder of the battalion supported Vietnamese

Marine Corps activ:_l.ties in the Saigon~Thu Duc area. Vietnamese

Marine} Corps morale remained high under excellent lé.adership. o
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1.

2.

3.

4.

U.S. ships/craft:

APPEIDIX I '
" MARKET TIME STATISTICALSUMARY, NOVEMBER 1966

Total eraft days

Mms@sm_&'m

on jatrol 150 150 9% W7 1076 30

Daily average of
craft on patrol 5

VNN ships/junks:

STHEL = DAY ___24 N1QHT i
' © Junks 4b People 438

TOTAL DETAINED
VNN Activitys
SEARCHED 14,973 Junks

DETAINED 17 Junks

S 3 139 3.5

53,051 peopls
245 peopls.

I=1 - CONFIDENTIAL

R R LI

SEA FORCE
Total craft days
- on patrol 53k 3169 3763
Daily average of . :
craft on patrol 17.8 105.6 C 125k
U.S. Activity: . ' ‘
- TOTAL FOR MONTH .
TOTAL DETECTED  WOOD = DAY 19,734 NIGHT 10,225 * i
_ . - 31,461
STEEL - DAY __797 NIGHT __ 705
TOTAL INSPECTED  VWOOD = DAY _7,166 NIGHT _4,21 LRSS
R : . ka2l 12,266
STEEL = DAY __525 NIGHT __461 <
TOTAL FOAMRDED  WOOD = DAY 6,689 NIGHT 2,723 =
' ' k0
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1.

2,

3.

PRR Statintica:

APPENDIX II
GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY, NOVEMBER 1966 | s

a. Total Patrols (two boats): Day 494  Night 783
Night 14724

b,
Ce
d.
o,

L.
g

Total Contactes:
Totul Inspected:
Total Boarded:
P.wplo Detained:

Day 52603
Day 12646

Day 13971
588

Sampans/Junks Detained: 28
Total Patrol Hours: 231934

Helo Fire Tenam Statistics:

Total Flight Hours: 394,3
b, Helo Missions Supportod‘: :

(1) Pre-planned strikes: 18

(2) Reactions

L
(3) Targets of opportunity: 13

(4) Support: 171

(5) MEDVAC: )

GAME WARDEN Totalsgs

b,

d,

Firefiphtus
(1; PBR
(2) Helo
(3) MsB

(&) PacV 3
(5) RrC )

Sampans:

Destroyed: 120 Damaged: 15 Captured: § .

Junks:
Captured: )

Structures:

" Destroyed: 29

Huts:
Destroyed: 45

Damaged:
Damaged:

II-1

Mt 5

Night 2292

4

,
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f.

Enemy:
KIA: 68  KIA (Poss):

g. Friendly:
KIA: 2 WIA: 10
h. Friendly Battle Damage:
(1) PBR: 10
(2) Helo %
(3) MsB

i, 'PBR MEDEVAC: 9

124

II-2

] '
¥
WIA: )7  Captured: J1
ol
3 ‘!,
1
L |
|
1
{
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PENDIX II

SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE
FOR THE PERIOD 1 JUNE THROUGH 30 NOVEMBER 1966

Inactive since the close of World War II, the Third Naval
Construction Brigade was recommissioned at Dallang on 1 June 1966.
with Rear Admiral R.R. WOODING, CEC, USN as Commander. Brigade

headquarters, now located in Saigon, exercises operational control

of the 30th Naval Construction Regiment and other Naval Construction

Force units in Vietnanm,

The Commander, Third Naval Construction Brigade acts as a
principal adviser to Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam (comAvmv)..
Rear Admiral WOODING is also Deputy Commander, Pacific Division,
Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Southeast Asia. In this

capacity, it is his responsibility to supervise for the Navy the

A

adninistration of all construction contracts in Vietnam and Thailand, '

On 1. June the staff of the 30th Naval Construction Regiment
consisted of ten officers and 34 enlisted men under tf\e command of
Captain N.R. ANDERSON, CEC, USN, with hudquarter) 1:} downtown ‘
Dallang. Since that time the staff has grown to a total of 21 -
officers and 137 enlisted men with an additional 28 enlisted men
assigned on a TAD basis, In June the location of the regiantal
offices was moved to Red Eeach, atout ten miles north of DaNang.’
In August the staff moved into its present headquarters at Red -
Beachs OUn 12 September 1966 Captain ANDIRSON was relieved as
Commande>, 30th Naval Coastruction Regiment by Cap'uin A.R.
MARSCHALL, CEC, USN, |
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The regiment has operational control over all lobile
. Construction Battalions (MCB) in the Republic of Vietnam, On 1
June, 1966 there were seven battalions ho'adquurt.cro_d in the I Corps
ares, They were: MCBE-1 at Red Beach; MCB-6 and MCB-11l at DaNang East}
MCB-3 and MCB-4 at Chu Lai; MCB-10 woa‘ of the DaNang airport and
MCB=7 at Phu Bai., On 4 August the total of in-country battalions
was raised to eight when MCB-9 returned to Vietnam for its second
tour and set up camp at Red Boacﬁ. Since then three battalions
have been relieved; MOB-4 by MCB-4O on 15 August; MCB-11.by MCBS
on 15 October and MCB-1l by MCB-58 on 29 October.

On‘l June there were over L0OO Seabees attached to the seven
"MCPBs and the 30th Naval Construction Regiment Staff. As of 30
November the total number of porsonnel assigned had increaned to
over 6,000, During the same six-month pericd, the amount of direct
(on the job) labor by Seabees increased from 61,000 man-days in
June to 104,000 man-days in November,

By 1 June MCE=3 had begun work on the Naval Support Facility
at Chu Lai. The complex, which will cost 2,8 million dollars, was
75 per cent conplete as of 30 Nove;nber. Major items in the complex
include 52 rigid frame buildings (each 40 x 100 fe.et) for a storage
area, a 48,000 cubic foot refrigerated storige installation, and a
1,000-man cantonmen't, all of which are essentially clomplet.e. 'Stilli
undei- construction are maintenance shops, POL storage, open storage ..
and utility systems, MCB-3 also completed a 39,000 aquaré..yard
helicopter parking apron for Marine Adr Group 36 and a 1,850-man
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cantonment for Marine Air Group 13 at Chu Lai. Under construction .
but not yet complete is the lst Force Hospital, a comp{l.ox coneiati.gg"
of five 16 x 72-foot buildings for hospital wards and a cantonmcnf;. |
for hospital personnel, For its work in the Chu Lai area MCB-B.'..
roceived Lthe 1906 Pacific Fleet "best of Type" award, |

A now crosswind runway was added to the Chu Lai airfield for

the st Marine Aircraft Wing. This project was started by MCBe4.

prior to their departure for the United States in mid-August and -

was completed by MCB-LO with assistance {rom detachments of MCB-3
and 6. Operational by 1 October, thiu. construction project 1qc:|,u_dod
the laying of 96,000 square yards of aluminum matting ‘(AM-'-Z) l.nd the
construction of several poured-in-place concrete box culverts to
handle £he water run-off expegtod during the monsoon riinu. One o:
these, a triple-box culvert measuring 33 x 273 feet, is the largest
concrete structure built by military engineers in the I Corps nﬁl.
Additional work completed by MCB-L at Chu Lai included a runway |

centerline lighting system which required the undorground installation

of more than eight miles of lipghting cable. ‘.
At the end of November, construction was about 20 per cent

complete on a complex for Force Logistics Supply Group BRAVO. MCBs

vt

3, 4 and 40 at Chu Lai are building the 3.5 million dollsr complex; .

designed to support Marine units. Presently in operation is half of.‘".
a planned 48,000 cubic-foot refrigerated gtorago fatility and about
one third of a planned covered storage complex., Other items under
construction include shop areas, administration buildinéa and |
I1II-3 CONFIDENTIAL
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|
troop facilities, |
MCB=-40 has éompleted 4ly per cent of a planned 11,790-man j gl
)

cantoriment for the lst Marine Division. This authorization included e

construction of facilities at various locations in the Chu Lai area,
and a cémp.cantonmant for Republic of Korea traépé in the southem
' section of the Chu Lai Tactical Area of Responsibility (TACR).

Cn 15 June the Post Exchange in the 3rd Marino-Amphibioul i ;
Force (III MAF) recreation area at the base of Hill 327 (west of _ b
Daliang) was oboned. This complex, which also includes a 5,000-seat p;_";j ‘
amphitheater and buildings for Special Services, Red Cross and USO R,
activities, was built by MCB-10, '

During the period covered by this report, a majority of the

work has been done on a complex for Force Logistice Supply Group

ALPHA, Started by MCB-1 and continued by MCB-58, this complex at
Red Leach will cost 3.9 million dollars, and was two-thirds complete
by the end of November. The project includes an administrative area
of 55 quonsset huts, troop housing for 2,222 men, 64,000 cubic te;t'
of refripferated storage and a major storage installation of 39 rigid
frame btuildings,

The first increment of work for the lst Marine Aircraft 'Wing ' _ 'l
at the Dallang airfield, consisting of 33,000 square yurdp of aaﬁh‘lt
aircraft parking apron, was completed by MCB-10. The second 1deA
'crement, conslating of an wdditional 26,000 square yards orfbérkiﬁg i ' }
apron, is now under construction by MBB-SS.

COthruction of division operations and support faciliﬁieg for .
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Marines in the Dalang area at a material cost of about two million |
dollars was completed by MCB=-10, Construction included cantonments
for 5,900 men and 33 buildings .(l.OxiOO feet) for shops and storage,
At Khe Sanh, near tho demilitarized rone, M(_)B-IO conﬁtmctod a
Special Forces camp and a 3,900-foot airstrip, complete with two
turnouts, a parking ramp, two overruns, two t.urnarc'mndo, ‘rcvotmnf‘.,l /
and bunkers, ' “
An impcrtant project completed by MCB-11 was the clearing of
debris from an sircraft crash site at Hoa Buong village and tho.
: conlf;ruction of 72 houses for villagers who had lost their homes in

the crash., The battalion also constructed .n'n all-weather road to. the

top of Monkey Mountain and built an Air Force redar site thers,

MCB-11 replaced three spans of the DaNang Riv'or bridge, the
only road link between the city of Ddlang and DaNang East., At the
west end of the bridge, MCBs 6 md 8 built the Bridge Cargo Fccilit.y
to provide loading and unloading areas for LSTs and LCUs.

MCB-1 was primarily responsible for the construction of the
Joth Naval Construction Reglument llo:.idqunrtorn at lied Bonch, Another
maJolr project completed was a Marine Light AA Missile battery site :
and 250-man cantonmont on top of Hill 724 to the north of Hed Deach,
Tho major part of this job was the building of a road to the hilltop |
site, | |

In the DaNang East area, tpo major construction atartid during
‘the poriod covered by this report was for the Naval Support Activity
complex which includes a 2,000-man galley, a dniry plant, 360,000
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cubic feot of refriporatod storage, and 152 buildings (40x100 feet)
for warohousing, It 1o boing built by MCBs 11, 5 and.6 at a material
cost of 7.3 million dollars.

MCB-1l has begun work on the China Beach fecreatidn facility
and the Post Exchange within this facility was completed. Also
completed was some work for Armed Forces Radio and Television
Service, allowing the DaNang TV station to become operational,

.In the Marble Mountain area of DaNang East, MCB-6 built a POY
camp for the Republic of Vietnam Army, using material supplied by
the Vietnamese., The battalion is presently constructing a camp
for the 5th Special Forces at DaNang East. '

MCB-7's lurgest project was the 1.9 mill%on dollar complex
presently under construction for Force Logistic Supply Unit TVO, |
Esuentiélly complete on 30 November were 32,000 square feet ot_iﬁpp
spacon, 43,000 cubie foot of refrigorated utqrngu and an 838-man
cantonment with associated facilities, Medical and administrative
facilities are under construction. Nearly complete is tho construce
tion of an LCU ramp with staging area and access road., As of 30
November, 40 pér cent of all planned construction had been completed,

Other projects compleboa by MCB=7 included the upgrading of
the Dong Ha airfield to C-130 capacity, and the construction of
aireraft parking and cargo loading areas.

Since theig arrival at DaNang in August, MCB-9'pbraonnel'have
conatructad a 2,400-fo0t, uirnhrip and n Jpoclal Forcons camp at Ra

To., Thoy also completed a 2, 600-foot airstrip and messing and
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‘berthing facilities at the Special Forces Camp at Minh Long. Anqt};br',
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Special Forces camp was completed at Thuong Duc. At Hill 55, south- .

ST e e G 5,

west of DaNang, MCB-9 constructed the first permanent bridge built . :

from the ground up by military engineers in the I COrpé area. | |

Built of timber, the bridge is 510 feet long and has a 60-ton capacity.
Also deployed to Vietnam at the present time are four special '

Seabec Teams, Each team is composed of cl)ne Civil Fngineer Corps .

officer and 12 enlisted men, The team's mission is to provide

technical assistance in eocio-econoxﬁic and military constmct..ion

in support of programs approved by Commander-in-Chief, Pacific,

. In Vietnam the teams are supporting the United States Agency |

for International Development (USAID) in civic action construction

projects undertaken in support of t.h'o V:Letmeu Government's

Rsvolutionary Development Program, Normally depldyed to remqt.o

rural areas, the teams concentrate their efforts on the construction

h

~of roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, well drilling, design and ;;:ﬁ‘

construction of New Life Hamlets and the traiﬁing of Vietnamese in ;, ”?
basic construction ak:!.]_.lo and techniques. The teams are under !' '

operational control of the Commander, 3rd NCB, . ' :

In September 1966, Construction Mechanic Third Class Marvin : “'

G. SHIELDS, a member of Seabee.'l‘eam 1104, was awarded posthumously the ‘

CCNGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR by President Johnson, Thie honor was i

accorded SHIELDS for his actions in the defense of the Special e v
Forces camp at Dong Xoau in June, 1965 egainst a superior force of ' |

.
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SHIELDS, who died from wounds sustained in the battle, is the
only Seabee ever to win-the Medal of Honor and the only Navy man to

be so honored thus far in the Vietnam conflict.

* 9 % H* *

UNCLASSIFIED

111-8 ]

-

e e s T

-.
O s e o e T e . "

e . et AT

e e, £ .

s

gy e

®Za B

P
Syt S



