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KSTABUSHMDIT OF U.S. WVAL FORCES, YLSTKAM 

rjf Ths rast, coxxtinuing incre&oe In Frot V.orW MUltaxy Forces 

In Vtoi In Vkliutiii in l'X'I- tt^t 19^> UP brought vith U n oorrMpondlng 
1? 

. J'/ ineruttse in Crdted Stuteo Navy fore«0«   In early 1965 U.S. Wavy 
A]* 

eetlvity in Viotr&u vca lirltcd to ou^port functions In tl« Seigon 

arja, oonsbrueiion and mucllcal activities« anl advising the 

Vietmuivoe Kuvy and llKrina Corps«   In Kerch of 3.965« tlie first 

opex'&tinnal U.t. I'avy units aomtoncod eountotwinfiltration patrols« 

flw Viotniiiu Cotatal Patrol Fureo undur Cl? 71 wts designated 

Operation UAKKi:T THE on 24 March.   On 30 July» TF 71 «as dsactl* 

vatcd and operational control was shifted to CTF 11J» in Saigon« 

MMkiN..!1 TiUi'i UM coiii.;\muHt# *'HI\ .vldHlou of nui'v^inmioo «Ircraft, 

U.3. Coaat Guard units« and IM high apacd I'CK (3\ JKT) eoaotal 

patrol boats« 

Late 1965 saw plarnine for the occoni mojor influx of opera- 
■ 

tiorml l.U« Kavy units«   Oporation OAIH. VVJiPn:, designed to 

impplcMr.cut V&stoüMtaa vnltu in prttrol of the Mekong Delta and 

loing Oat Special Zone VKWrwa/c, vme to eons jjito operation during 

1966, vlth hitih speed Uiv^r Patrol Boatj (rPl^s) as th« principal 

patrol units« 

t 

; 
■•■. 

V.ith these operations came the requireaont for construction \ 

of new facilities«    Navy Civil Engineer Corp persovaiel, assigned 

to tho Officer in Charge sf Construetioi.-# Vietnam, were designated \  \ 

to supervise the bulk of nilitary construction, although the 

1 SNC1ASSIFIE0 



ccmmwru- 
najorlt/ ot tho vork was being performed by civilian cont'r&etort» 

! 

Ineludoi in this construction vor« new KARKtT TIHb and (MH    ■ 
. 

IJU^^i. bases* 

Head4uarter8 Support Activity, Saigon vas destined to transfer 

its iunetions to tho Atvy by Kay of 1V66, but son» of its personnel 

and lacilities vero to be incorporated into Naval Support Activity, 

^.■dj'im lo ^i\)vi<lu iofViittlo nuppurt Tor y«S* Navy Hütivitl^tt In the 

lit ,iA» <>r>i1 w Cwps Vnutioiii itanse«   t.awjii :uii>i>i>i-t A«t.ivHy# 

UaUun^f activated in iVo> lor support ol Marine and Navy operations 
■ 

in the 1 CTZ, vas to be expanded to support all Free V.crld Wlitary     ' v 

Forces in tho I '.TZ, 

Also unier construction vere harbor facilities to support 

the military buildup»   U.S. Kavy Harbor Defense and liajbor Clearance 

utiits vere to be assicned to those areas*   In addition, mine 

crnirtortieaeures forces vere to be employed, both on tho main ship 

eiiarmele to Saigon and in the harbor and ooautal areas*   The 

pouul-ility of a U.S. Kivur Assault Uroup vas under consi/ieration 

to auppleraont the Vi tnamoso Kavy hAGs in operations in the Mekong 

Delta end the hum, üat Special Zone. 

With the continually ineroaeing Inited States Mav> co.nMitwents 

in Vietnrm, e&riy 1966 brought the requirement for better integration 

of all U.S. Navy activities assigned to the Military Assistance 

Command, Vietnam*   Three months of planning culminated in the esta- 

j 

blishment of 1.3. Naval Forcss, Vietnam on 1 April* In early 

January the requlremonte for a Naval Component Commander vere 

forwarded to CUi.lSMACV*^ At this time Ute Commanding General 

1 "An ExAmination of the Naval Component Commander Hequireuients'for 
the Hilitary Assistance Command, Vietnam,N prepared by Naval 
Advieory Group, KACV, 3 January 1966* 

2 CONTrnPMTTAT 
*■ 

. 



- 

'. 

.,'. 

, 

■ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Hl Ilr.xino AÄphibious Köre«, vlth headqmrtira In DaNcnj, va» 

perfoming the tark oi Naval Componont CoiTxr.ndtr for K/.CVj and 

Coraander U.S. tlaval Forces« PhlUpplnos vao navy area coordina* 

tion authority»   CoranAndlng Qenoral III VAT*» »any function» 

enco-fipaasod tl-.o direction of thy bulk of tha var «XTort in ih» 

1 Corps Tactical Zone In addition to diachar^ing the Kavtl 

Conponent Cor.T,<>ndor function« in South Vietnam (vlth th« exception) 

of tnose functions purloiiöd by Chief, Naval Advisory Croup)« 

Ilia mar-j dtttlea in the» 3 Ctt r«ault«d in tho HCC toiiia unable to 

od'.- luaLely lupemiM ^ny WÖC function;» in the» II, 111 and IV 

CT2,    In addition, the presence of the Commandlns Goneral, III 

KAP vas almost cotitlnuaUy icquii-'ul in the I Wi, a 343 mile 

separation from COl;liSMACV Hoadquartors in Saigon«    This prohibited 

frc:^nt personal contact botvuen CüÜlSMACV and his Kavol Component 

Coaintindor«1 

kith the increase in L,S. naval foreoa, thuxe also exiated 

the need lor a more responsive orcanizatlon to provide for super- 

vision of uni-service Kavy natters«   Again, geography prevented 

•ffeetive su^rviaion by Cotrniandinj; General, III MAF, and to an 

oven greater extent proventod effective participation by Comiander 

U.S. IlRval Forces, Philippines» 

Chiof, Kav^l Advisory Group vas unavoidably Involved in 

J   naval mtUr» not wiaeaaafiljf related to KAVADVüKP function». 

As CHKAVAD1KfeP| he vaa a neiaber of COHUSKACV stai'f, as such not In 

ccrrand of a naval organisation, but tasked to advise C0KU3MACV en 



»A»,*^, *« in in« 

' 

COWTDF^TTAL 
naval matter« • In addition« ha xaa CTK U5 and CTF 116.' Tat« 

I 
as involved as ha was, ha had no fully appropriate channela to 

the Naval Component Coramander» the Fleet Conmander nor the 

PexiXie Fleet typo commandero* 

Vith the continuing growth of the Imvy estRbliahnent in 

Vietnnip. and the probleas of a Maval Component Commander romota 

from the center of naval operations, the need existed for a ehans» 

in the Mavil Component Commander stricture to provide an organlsa* 

tion more raaponsive to the needs of COMl^KACV and the Navy*    It 

v&s proponed that o major Tavy command vith a flog officer be 

onUlllnhitd li> iVlf.rtr» uml'ir tho MMMtkl of tommiindep in Chlafi 

l*3« I'acillo Fleet and unler the oi-eraLlonfll control of COMb^MACtf« 

This coiTimand voiild cxeiclae o^erstional control under C01'U3MACV off 

the CoasUi Survsillance Force» the Hivor Patrol Force» and other 

Navy units a« specifically assigned.   In addition» the eonmand 

'A^uld new« as Mavy area coordinator for South Vietnam« 

On 13 January COMUSMACV proposed to C1NCPAC the formation of 

Just auch a major Navy contnnnd» and that it b« titled U.3* Naval 

Nrtet« U.O. MlllUry Afnlrttmirn Corininrri» Vietnam (NAVFOUV),2 

Under this proposal COMKAVFüttV voujjl tove the additional duty of 

CHl^VM)VGRP because of the preetige and possible political gain 

to th-i Vietnaaese t'avy and Vietnamese Marine Corps«   In addition 

COt.aiSIlACV proposed!   that XU MAF be designated as a separate 

unl-snrvic« cotmnand vithln MACV| that a llap. officer junior to 

CUIXIYFOUV h« Con;mnder lJ»val Rtipport Actlvlt/i DaNanp. j and that 

*|felA»ii m ic« 
VjllUaMACV asg 1301592 Jan 66 (3)« 

CONFTT>P;MTTAT. 
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'CIKCiAC 0»t 251120^ Jan ^ (3). 

. • -■ 

CGMHfcVFOfiV throui^h KAV^LPFACT DaJ:anü provld« lo^iatlc support to 
■"*,■ , • • • 

■ 

all U.S. Forces in the I CTZ} that t^vy csptolna bo ordered to    . 

coti^and of Task Force 115 and Task Force 116{ and that ;^VF0liV b« 

aatabXlshvd At th« orirli^Bt poaalbl/i date. . . 
- ■ 

In h.tti (lanunty tin* propOMj, Wärt loiM.a'Jud 4,0 tli« «loli.t CUlolfl 

01 StaXf lor approval. •    Aoproval vuo t'.rant»id on 14 K'brur.ry,^ oni 

niorc d^initü ro^uirumunto were worKod out.   Estirnttos of pnroonnol 

reiuira'noi'.ts vsra prepared ai*! xormarUod to CL'iCPACFI.T on 13 Fcbriiary,. 

On Ik Ms-ch eXSCPACFtt forwardöd the proposed tasks lor CUKAVFU-.V, 

and rsconmsnded th»t tho transfer o£ Naval Component Coirctiander func- 

tions and the activation of KAVFOUV be effected on 1 April A (    • 

On 1 April« in ceremonies aboard \ioi> Wtä (D ^325) in Saigon ^ 

Harbor, Kotir Adniral Korvell G. V-ard cotnbJltthoü and resumed 

co.Ti.vanU of NAVFOUV.   lie retained tlte poott ol CTK 31% CTF 116« 

and CHIiAUr.Vui:P.   On lu April Admiral V.ard vae relieved ae CTK 11$ 

by Captain Clifford L. Stewart.    On 21 April &»&*&& dofinod the 

torac of reference for CUMUAVFCO at a uni-servieo eomiander.^ 

« « « « « 

iK'füUJLÜ^Üi .     ■,,":'. 

Coiucldont vlth fomatimn of NAVfUUV« U;fl intcUigence uection' 

van eKpatided to r.wt the proving intelligonce i equira-üsnta of tho 

2JCy mae U+ZVJZ iab 66 (J), 

3CIWCFACFU mag 1423512 Kar 66 (S). 

• 

^CIKCrACFLT USXJiUCTIüN 5440.Uj See Appendix I. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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new cixrr.ard.   During the first week of April the first often 
■   ■■ 

graduates of the Ann/'s special basic intellie&nce course for 
■'; 

Vietnam., conducted at Fort llolabird, srrlved in country,   the/ &re 

to bo rs^iensd to AKVI« Hector Operational Intellisenee Centers In 
■ 

Coaut&l ut#l Mekong Delta sectors.   Previous parsji^ol &B8l^nv \ es 

llavy Intelligence Uaison Officers at Sector Operational Intelli- 

gene« Centers had only a cursor/ introductory course prior to 

arrival in country.   This represents an expansion fron ten to 

twenty of the number of SOICs with Naval Intelligenee Liaison 

Olficers. 

In addition« assistant intelligence officers have been 

assigned to each of the four Coastal Zones to assist the intelli» 

genoe officer at Coastal Zone Headquarters.   Three intelligence 
• ' '    It 

tou&lyul \»ilUt« UäV<» Itetn eraated lor DaKanßt Nha Trang and Can                / 
• ■ ' , 

Tuo. 

As a final note« again coincident with i'onaation of KAYFOhV« 

the daily intslligenes suntmary vas tent to out-of-country ooinraands« 
• ■."' 

and is now being forwarded to CIKCPACFLT and CMC. 
■ 

• • • # # 
■ 

omcim x» cHAitüE or COI^TKUCTION, VIOTüAM 

I 

The Officer in Charge of Construction« Viettm« under Bureau 
■ 

of Yards and Docks« aa the Department of Defense's construction 

a^ont in Southeast Asia« has negotiated more than $1$0 million in 

military construction cmpleted in South Vietnam since 1956.   As of 

CONFrnENTfAT, 
• 

■ '    . 
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April, construction vas proc<?cdi^ ftt « rato of $17,5 Kllllon per- 

north, vlth en expected Incre&s« to &0 ad.3JLlon a nonih by Octolor, 

\j»Z, civilian contractors nov iicvm a total of ov^r j>3,^00 vot-ktm 

In Vletnoa, In addition to soven Kavy Moblla Construction Battt» 

lions and l$9'j00 Amy Engineer Corps personnel, 

Major construction projects in progress Include the develop» 

ma% oT isajor [jorts in oovon areas of Vietrcn to coM]>Jonent the 

i'ort ul" Saiüont   Hue, Dal'Arc;, Clm lai, liha Tranß, Qul Nhon, Vung 

Tau, and C&in I,anh Hoy,   Zt is entlci] atod that ten deep dralt 

pie: o will be completed at those locations by the end of October, 

L37 rortps st Daü&Tf;, Chu Lai, and Vun£ Tau or» under construction 

in addition to the deep draft piers.   Anticipated coapletion date 

is June 1966,   In addition tlds program includes construction of 

rajor pcxaonönt tiriield complexes at Cast lanh, Qui Khon, Chu Lai 

and Dcti;ar.£, 

I'V.e earlier eerious ihlpplAg bottleneck in ^outh Victno» is . 

Impi ovii^, vlth an avirtgc twi^rounri tlflie for ©Hips in Vistnam of 

UiOlve ck^s.   This hs.8 improved tu« flow of construction materials, 

previously a ecriuus conetr&int.   At present, approxiaately 4>1£^   - 

rrlllion of construction materlal and equipment is in the procure* 

nvnt and shipping phase. 

H/JvDCIl CULAr.Ai;CE 

Harbur Cleai-ance Unit One vas established on 1 Oaceaber 1V^> 

to provide a h&rbor and river clearance capability, Aseiened the 

pemanent duty station of Suble 13ay, Pnilippii^es, IiCU-1 Is ootr.posed 

T CONnDENTTAL 
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of four Harbar Clearane« Teams (HCT) and tvo Licht Lift Craft 

• * 
(LLC)« Each Harbor Cloaranc« Team is composed of two offlcors 

and fourteen onliated, all of whom aro qualified divoro« üach 

LLC has a crew of two officers and tlwven enlisted* 

In what was regarded as a Much needed extension of Navy 

. capability in Vietnam, Harbor Clearance Team One, in company with 

UC-1, arrived at Cat Lo aboard US3 COLONIAL (L3D-18), Uhils in 

Vistnsm thoy will be under the operational control of COMliWI'OKV. 

Equipped vdth a complete set of salvage, diving, dcwateriiv: and 

lift equi^a^nt, HCT-1 and LIX'-l proceeded directly to their first 

Job*   Itiiislnc the underwater object locators of two NSBs, they' 

commenced a survey of a section of the Soirap Idver where a wreck 

had been reported*   This task was undertaken in preparation for 

the opening of the Soirap Shipping channel*   Nothing was discovered, 

but another step was completed in rendering the Soirap River safe 

for shipping* 

IICT-1 will eventually move to a permanent base at Phu An 

outaiUo of dai|,QMi    'liier* th»y will be iHcorj»or«Ud into WIJäI in 

being projected as a maritime dleaater recovery unit for the 

Saigon Harbor and the shipping channel» leading into Saigon* . 

HCT-1 can be supplemented by intaediate airlift of equipment and 

personnel from Subic Day, where special packaged components of 

salvage equips»nt have been prepared for air shipment* 

« « * • * 

CONFIDENTIAL- 
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COASTAL siwmutxe FOKCE 

CONFTDENi'TAT, 

' 

During April, MAKKET TIKIü unit» recorded their hiehesb l«vol 

of activity since »ctlvation of the Coastal Diuvoillance Force on 

30 July 1%5*   Additionally» for ths three month period ending 

i ley !L966| thü tolnl HUUIVKII- of vetteli Inopjctcdi boMtttod ard 

searched was more than twice the total for the provl("is six months*' 

The continuing incrorae In inapectlons, boaidinf, and search , ' 

operutions and other activities can be directly attributed to ths j '>>.'vt. 
•   , .   '       ' '*     ! 

Increasing nmber of I'i.iJ^T TIKE patrol units and to ths exporienee 
• .'■.' 

gained through nine nontha of operations« ; . 

In addition to regular patrols in the nine patrol areas« 

HA:<KLT THä units participated in four concuntrated boarding and 

search operations during the month.   Diversification continues 

to be the order of day as MAUKLT TIM£ units rendered services to 

beleaguered outposts in the form of gunfire support, assisted 

stricken Junks, perfozmed psychological warfare missions and 
. i 

carried out two liydrograpldc survey operations» v 

« * « • « 

.A 

m SHOT xu/iv 

The TEIS SHOT patrol concept, based on concentration of 

KAAK&T TIME patrol units in a specific area in anti-txfiltration 

1 •    . •     .. patrols supporting land operations, was applied twice during ths 

month. Operation Tab SHOT III was conducted in support of ths Ü,S, 
• 

■ 

^For nine month totals of MAlJffiT TIME operations, see Appendix Z1X* 
■ 

9 
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CONFIDENTIAL O     ' 

Marin» operation ISVADA in northern Quang M-;*! Province • The 

Karine eveep vae eeheduled Tor an area between Highvay One and 
■ 

the coast« and intelligence sources indicated ths possibility of 

Viot Cong exfiltration by sea to avoid contact«   To counter this 

posnibilitjr* surface patrols wore ectablished betveen Cape An Hoa 

on the north and Din ty villas« on thv »outh,   VZZ URMOI (J^O-433) 

vas deaignsted operational commander and support ship Tor the PCF 

aid V.1L.   Other H/JiKKT T1KX units participating wore one PCF« idth 

a reliof crow berthed in Chu Lai, one VPC« and ISS VOODPLCi^K 

(1)30-209).   The participation of Coastal Groups 1> and l6 was 

scheduled through Vietnamese channels«   In addition« VO« PCiH 6ul«   . 

already in the area« joined the operati on on her own initiative« 

TE2 SHOT III commenced on 22 April«   At noon the sane day a 

surveillance aircraft apottod four Junko« each vlth ten msn aboard« 

proceeding to sea«   USCUC PüH^ CAUTIOH v.cic vectored to the four 

boats« but by the time she arrived the four boats had bean beached 

and deserted,   Ko personnel were spotted In the area«   Coastal 

Group 15 picked up five oucpecte l&tor the raw day« 

On the evening of 14 April VftN PGM 601 left the area for OaNanf 

but v.as replaced by VHI PCi:-10,   The i C- filled the gap left when 

both U.e u30 and the IwC loft the area on 15 A] ril to replenish« 

Tne PCE« with Coastal Groups 15 and 16« held all fishing traffic 

inshore during this period« 

Coautal Group 16 saw most of the action darin,. TLZ 3U0T III« 

Early in the morning of 16 April Coastal Group 16 units detscted 

a Junk crossing a narre* estv.'uy in the vicinity of their base« 

M CONFIDENTIA). 
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The Coastal Group 16 advisor immediately requested illumination 

irotu UOCUG WiW kK)(:tj!'i., who rMpotided with J6 rottttfUi cl* rbmii 
■ 

■ 

■ 

Mortar riares« Coastal Group 16 und Ute Junk oxchnn^od small 
■ 

art» end autonatie woapona fire« One Viet Con^ was killed during 

th* action ard one carbine and four grenades captured« One Junkman 
■ ■ 

was vounded« later the eaiue day. Coastal Group 16« eearehinj near 
:      ■ 

i 

* 

the i'a, Ky Kiver» diucuvorod a quantity of steel plate and eome corn 

.not nolivo to the area«   Th9 poedibility that thetio itu:«« hnd 

been Infiltrated was ^ood and continued radar surveillance was 

x^ecorcmended* 

During the operation Coastal Group 16 also transported 1500 

refugees from vhe operation area to a eecure village«   The refugees 

• were to be returned to their native area vhen it had been secured« 

v Wi oiiOT III ws teriidnated on 18 April«   Vhen compared with 

I     previous sindlar operations» tho outstanding partici[iation of the 

Vieinaiaese Navy emertod an th'* hij-yill^tt»    I.o-vu^sto initiated for 

Coastal Group partielle tion ai«t with an iniuodiF.t« r«6>'On'ie from 
■ 

Vietnanste h-vy HoadquirterB in r>ai{-on to tho First Coastal Zone' 
■ 

Coinranaer»    Iha subsoqucnt Coastal Group pai-ticipition in the 

operation was excellent«    In addition» the two Fleet Counand ships 

provided able assistar.ce on« their ovm initiative« 

XLE SHOT XV cucmenced on 24 April in support of Operation 

. 

j. ■ 

AU'iTlN northeast of \Unn ThUt«   MARKST TIME unit« In artaft five 

end oix had b';on instruoUd to int»naify clouc-ln search starting 

16 April» but T&ü äüOT IV did not got uudurway until the Firat 
■ 

Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division moved cloee to the coast« ■■ 

■ 

• 

u Co^FrDf;NTLA: 

■ 
■ i 

. ■ 

. 

- 
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Patrol units included USS IMPLICIT (KSO-455)* VQ5 PEuSISTSNT 

(lüt)-VH) »^ U:tC>;C POIW fAETRIDOB,   CMtttl Oroup 3« at 

Fhan THl»t wua integrated into th« operation after a oonf«r«nco 

on board IITLICIT on 24 April. 

Intensiv« close-in boarding and search was conducted £xom 
* 

Fhan Thiet on the south northward to Urn/; Hung viUace,   On the 

25th uyLICIT detained six suspects clothed in AliVl.-typo fatigues* 

llisy Ud in their possession tvo U.S. Knrk 26 grensdes end a la re» 

boa containing I'.S. issue hebict«, knives and ajuunttion.   The    ' 

suspects wore determined to bo Popular Force desbrters ana were 

turned over to Cc:.stfti Group 26.   As thero ves nothing else 

suspicious on the boat, the master ani thu rerooindor of the   * 

p&saen^ers vere releaao.i u^.d alloi>'ed to pL«deeod. 

In a second incident on the evening of 2^ April« P&SIaTfcNT 

Xirdd wamin.f; shots at on evading Junk vith no initial response. 

Vhon additional shots vere fired clooo aboard, the junk rovereed ' - 

course and cane alongside VU^JlSTiiliT for inspection.   Search 

revealed nothing suspicious, and the junk was released.   One suspect 

vithout papers was detained and turned over to Coastal Group 28. 

During the three days of T&E SHOT'IV, 810 junks were 

boarded and 104 suspects were turned over to Coastal Group 26. 

The operation «as tominated on 21 April. 

« • « « « 

t 
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ws immx? iii/iv . 

• 
Two joint Tlotmmese Kavy/LutfLT TUffi unit ROLNDLP oporfttions, 

both 'ii oner day duration, wert corÄucUd during April*   Xh» KOUIiDlP 

couct-i.t etiiploys a concentrated search and detection of junks In a 

ujccU'lc etea, witti Um junk» directed by the deteetlng unit to one 

or more shii« deel^^ted a» check points where they are »oarehod» 

The op-rations are ol' briel duration» 

VMt LOUKÜU? Ill vas conducted on 7 April*   The operation 

utilised twd PCFl am two V.VEs from m&X UKS, patrol», the 

Viclu-i joso Pavy i-leet CoLmand ships HW. 611 ana M3C Hi», and the 

junks oi Coastal Groups 44 and 45*   The concentrated boarding 

operation area extended iroia Uioc La Bay to Point Ilun Dot in the 

Oull of Tiiailand*   i^lJaj'i TiML units were directed to maintain a 

high 8*)ced basrier iiatrol, dii*octinß all units detected to the VNN 

ships Tor inspection.   The Coastal Group junks were to conduct 

close-in boarding and search* 

^arly in the aornir^ of 7 April, Coastal Group 45 units 

received haavy small anas lire from the bench*   USCGC POINT HAßT 

responded to Coastal Group 45*8 call for assistance, strafing the 

bsach vlth «ilO caliber machins (cun fire*   Permission for naval 

gunfire wao requested and received from the province chief, and a  .,.; 

Forward Air Controller dispatched to tne scene*   Targets ware 

designated as a Viet Cong troop concentration and bunkers.   Fron 

1200 to 1400 CSCGC iÜlIIT CGUOItT and UiCOC POIKT M<\ST delivered 

11 
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235 rounds of eiim mortar fire Into tho «xoa»   Fourteon Vl«t Cong 

bunkers or shelters «rare destroyed and two Viet Cong eonlizned 

killed. 

330 junks and sampans vere searched during the operation» 

vith no detection of suspicious junks or persons«   The operation . 

vae evaluated as veil planned and veil executed* 

VliN l*0i;u>UP IV ^.«^ huld in the «a.« j'«n«ral nr*»a in the 

Culf of Tlittlsntl, thle tiro« extenditv: l'it>m Coint Nfti to (:a|M p« 

la«   The same tactic« wore employed an before, with three PCKs 

and two VPtis providing tho outer barrier, VKK ISIL 22$ and PGK 

604 tho searchlnc units» and Coastal Griup 45 the close-in patrol« 

The operation convaonced on 21 April and was terminated the 

follovln." day«   No junk concentrations and no suspicious contacts 

vtro detected«   It is believed tk.t bad weather curtailed nost of 

the junk and sampan traffic«   Kvalufttion of the operation wss not 

possible due to the bad veather tni the low muuber of contacts« 

Coordination of forces was retarded as good« 
M   A   A   m   M 

mnaa QY ar-ciAL roucaa , 

On three occasions durlnß April, HAKKI.T TlHi- units and 

VJatwnese Kavy units ccr* to the assistance of Viotnanose Special 

Forctis and their U.S. Advisors operating north of An Thoi on Phu 
■ 

^uoe Inland In tho Gulf of Thailand« On 11 April, a Special Forces 
■ 

patrol with two U.S. advisors reported it was surrounded by two 

.   14 
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platoond of Viet Cong, and o&do an urgent call for gunfire support. 

LSCOC POINT HkW, tvo PCFa, VliK PCM 60A» and Coastal Group 46 

roaponded«   Vihllo ths sea patrol ships provided Slmu mortar and 

.50 caliber machine £un fire« Coastel Croup 46 evacuated the 

btfloa^uored unit. 

On 1'.' April« the ^uclal Icrces ixd uat&bJ.iah^d a base camp      < 

north of An Thol on tlio v&stci'n sr«urd of ftm ^uoc Island*    iCl1' 10 

had btM dispatched to the aiua Lo supply thu camp v.lth additional 

iriiriunllUrn \lth Ctviutal Uroup 41 In company to attaint la the m.pp]jr 

irtinnioit»   Enr^ in the «vcrdu^ the u^ecial Forces roportud thojr 

htre urncr attack by an undcterinlned nuiaber oi" Viwt Cong«   i-ül'-lO 

and VMI LSIL 22$ aoon arrived on the scene« providing; ^unfiro 

r.uppox-t --id Eltioa mortar flare lllu:.dn.»tioru   The Viet Com; soon 

hroi.o off contact and the Special forces vote able to maintain 

their operatinG base«   Coastal Group 46 then transported the 

onmunition to the beach« 

The final support mission cam on 20 April, \.hen the Special 

Force«;, in the some area as telore, reported the/ vere surrounded 

end under heavy Viet Cong fire«   USCOC POINT KAST «as again the 

first unit on the scene, arriving In the early afternoon and 

saturating the Viet Cong concentration vith Slvn mortar fire« 

f'OJJv'T I1AST asoiated in holding off the Viet Cong attack throughout 

the afternoon«   Cpon arrival of Coastal Group 46, the special 

Forces vere evacuated« 

♦ * « # # 
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PCFi 

Twonty new PCI arrived in-countjy during April in tbo 

largest aionthljr infljux or thee» unita.   PCFa 34-41 arrived In 

Cam Laiili Bay on 2 April and the following day made the 170 oil« 

tranait to Vung Tau to become part of Oivialon 103*   PCFa 42-46 

arrived in Cm Lanb Bay on 17 April, followed fey PCFa 49 - 54 on 

the 27th, 

PCF Division W4» vith tnix-teen PCFa, was activated at Can 

itann kioy on 12 April, brinfcing to four Us number of divisions 

now opuruilon&l*   0U;t<r divicio:» include iUl at An Thoi viih 

aovun boat«, 102 at Daliong with ton boats, and 103 at Cat Lo with 

tiiirtuen boata*  Juhilo tai.o fauilitiea are urclcr construction at 

Cam Hanli Day, berthing and support facilities are locat-td aboard 

flix AI'L^ a nor^eeli pi'opfelied Wrxwcka ship, anchored in Can itanh 

£njr,   Approxinatel^^ie^half tha epaeus aboatd tlu» AM* have been 

ir.oviificU to provide repair shopa ant other support facilitios« 

'« v * « «> 

PCF lliDUOGiuMHIC JiUl.VEY QPOUtSOM 

POPs oi' Uiviaion 103 ut Cat La conducted two hydro^raphie 

sui-vo/ opera'wions during April to provide data lor j-Kmibl* 

ruturo ainpldbioua oporationa« The first survey, conducted in 

treacherous yhallows near the oouUie of the Cua Dai and Cua Tieu 

hivcxö, proved to be more evontiul than ixpectod» At IJJO, while 

taking soundings near the Cua Tieu channel, the two PCFa caroa 

under fire from Viet Cong position» on the beach* The two units 

« COKFTDENTIAL 
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returned ih« fire and withdrew to e a afar position, calling tot 

air support frou thi» U£L TOl.Tl'iA Xir« taaw,   Hie fire team was 

dlupstched to Uto tew, dolivorirjg a siriko und uuppreueiii^ the 

fixe.    The survey >.as then rssuiAed« 

later in tlu afternoon Lhu tvo unit;} X.'QUI aground briefly 

MIILJH iui'voyini, in the lar^e shallow region couth of the Cua Dai 

Ivivcr couth*   A thij'd PCF in the area vas called in ease support 

waa xifQccasoiV«   llov^ever Uw two I'CFs soon v;orc afloat, having 

auiVurcd no uuiuvja.   Opera ii^rtti wit couple lad by ii^htfall. 

On 26 April» a sccoxid operation vas conducted on the Thl Vai 

liiver, äMurtiitg in -«he llui^ Sat Special Zcm at a pcirt fourteen 

julloa nortl« of Vuutj Tuu#   i'lie T^.XliüA th* Ucn vwlvcUA a 

i-ocoimu.lsaonte flight prior to the Arrive! of llw tvo I'CFo.    The 

five teua then rei^ineJ on call-in the area throujhout th« survey» 

The operation vas coG\pletod tltat afternoon without incident* 

« « « « • 

■ 
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• 

Operation CMS VAI^K entered it« flod^llr^. stages during 

April as the first 1'ITa beea.TG oporotlortAl und petroled the vatere 

of V.w Lung ßat u^clal Son»,   As th^ ntv cm^s received aret 

ijjJoctriiiCtion and trainingi cnnstrueticti sf nw bases in the 

!fekoi£ Delta area continued in preparation for the arrival of the 

lirst petrol units during the lorthconinr. months«^ 
» 

♦ « « * # 

JACK STAY FOUjCfe-UP/LSSZ FATKOU 
'i 

■ 

.. . 
■ 

Tib dapifftun of the Ssventh Fleet KArlM Amphibious Foref 

fraa the nun,'f 8at Special 2ono on 7 April slßnalled the .termination 

of Optrnilon JAfU I'T^Y,   HV'jily .iuc»-»iMi«fttl. In ^«mi of fiuipibtUl 

or.<l lacilitise captured or destroyed, JACK TTAI also resulted in 

63 Viet CWo kiUed.   The likelihood vas great that Viet Con(j 

forces ir. the area v.-oull itteiipt to ro-lnfiltrate into the fcung 

oat SpeeUl Zone and establicb once «r.ain thoir secure bases« 

To counter this possibility by denying the Viet Cone use of 

the : ujor vrtcrv&ys in th« H ng Sat Special Zone, the river patrols 

eatabllshod durirc Jf.Cr rTAT vere relntnlncd tf*«r completion of 

the eperetieft«   The Um [!atrol strlions w^re to be msnned by five 

VHJ« «id    our r-CFs,    Tvo I,CPTa, the UH-1B fir« tear», »nd the HJJEs 

wie. La asslsl«   The ypils iivre schplnlil to rhane In \hmn operationally 

tfor coucupt oi Ofcratlon OAM WAWJESj ee* Wavel Advi.ory Group, 
K/.CV, Historic«! Tevlcv, Doco:?ber I'M, p. 7. f 

ie 
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roady*   Vletnamoo* lla'vy aaslotanc© was also rvquoated«   Operational 

control vai to be exercised by CTQ 116*2 at Jilui Be»   On 6 April, 

r''the CTF '^15 unite chopped to operational control of CTO 116,2, and 

commenced patrol. 

On 8 April« Vietnaneae Kavy unite relieved two etutiona« 

freeing one \\?h and one PCF for KMü&T IIME patrol.   Kiver Aeeault 

Group unite, coneletins of on« conmAulmertti one TOK and one monitor« 

aosxancd patrols on the upper Soirap River«   Other VMN unite patrolled 

tto* cnrt.orn wcU of tho Vnmco Kiver end the Oonp. Trenh River* 

On 0 April» the PEF.a of River Patrol Section 341 eomntenced 

orientation patrols with the PCFo and V«PBs on the long Tan Kiver 

etatione.   On 1$ April» the PERe reported they .fere ready to aaaun» 

any two stations.   On the foUod.nf day» the PBRe cowmnced patrol» 

resulting in two PCFo and two VIPBs released for HAKKiuT TIME operations« 

This resulted in seven atatione manned continually by United States 

' units*- two by PBUs» three by UPBs and two by PCFs.   PBRs occupied 

one additional station vacated by Vietnamese Kavy units on 16 

April. 

The Soirap Uiwr patrol siwitlonn continued to moot with 

suecees as the Viet Cong pvreieted in their attompte to utilise 

this waterwsy.   On 17 April» PCF 23 illuminated a contact attempting 

to cross ths Soirap kiver Just north of ths Vsm Sat River mouth. 

The eampan maintained speed and opened fire with small anas«   Four 

people in the snmpsn Jumped overboard as PCF 23 returned the firs« 

The sampan was taken in tow but subsequently sank.   Chore fit« 

prcvontod a oontinuod search of ths area«    . 
■   ■ 
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CONFIDE., TU L 
At approxlmataly tho sarnt» location on 16 March« U3CUC POBiT 

rATuXDGc. dd tec ted a oompea vdth two poopla ombarkod attempting 

to ciosa Into the Uung Sat SpocJal Zons.    V.hon POIIMT FAKTlilOGl!: 

approached to Investigate« the sampan opened lire with «nail arms* 

The fire was returned vdth one Viet Cong killed and the other 

captuiud.    Also captured vore one carbine, three cromutoo, rlco, 

papers« tobacco« and tea. 

Tho crioctiveneos of th* Solrap Klvur patrols can also bo 

measured in terms of the stepped-up harrassj;iont of patrol units* 

On niaerous oocaoiona during the month the boats cams under 

jnoderato to heavy email sirmu and automatJo weapons fire from the 
. 

bonks*   Most of the harassing fire vas received in the section 

near the mouth of the Vom Sat River« a known infiltration routs 

teri.dnal and the scene of considerable action during March and 

April*   Shore fire was also received on two occasions near the 

mouth ol the Solrap River* 

Meanwhile the Long Tau River patrol stations continued 

relatively quiet*   Intelligence reports during the month indi- 

cated a partial shift in Viet Cong infiltration patterns into 
* 

UM Uung Sat S.'xiclal Zone« tith trsffie enteilnr. Ifom tho o^st« 

■ . 

' 
originating in Vlot Cong strun^Uohla in Chuoo Tu/ Tiovlnce* 

Howover, no evidence of this was uncovered by tho Long Tau River 

patrols* One reason for this may exist in the fact that the Long 

Tau lulvor« with its narrow« sinuous channel« presents a much more 

difficult patrol area than the wide« straight Solrap River* V.ith 

, 
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the exception of the vide section near the mouth at Ganli l^al Bay« 

transit across the Long Tau can be accomplished quickly« making 

(detection difficult« 

* « « « « 

UH-1B FIRE TiiAlS 

■ 

■ 

■ 

• Tho Umg Tou Kivar llro tonma« tvo totMhinentl of llll-in 

heilcoptoro, niade a significant contribition during April*   The 

first team« which h»d oparated from l'SS DüLLi GKOVh (LSD-2) 

during JACK STAY, svitchod over to ÜSS TOUTUGA (L3D-2^) when ohe 

reliaved KulU. GliOVi: on 19 April.    It vas Joined by a aocord 

dotacJ^ünt aboard ÜÜ3 FiuXO CüiriTY (lüT-762) on 12 April«    Through- 

out the month they supported the Long Tau and Soirap patrol stations 

and the SEAL ambushes•   On 22 April ^hey came to the support of two 

?CFs v.-itich h&d grounded vhile conducting survey operations at the 

mouth of the Cua Tieu Kivar.    The timely arrival of the fire terons 

supproaeed shore fire th« boats were receiving« 

I.ate in tho afternoon of 29 April« the fire teams made their 

iriost successful strike.   Kumeroue camouflaged sampans wore spotted 

on a narrow waterway on bite Long Thanh Peninsula Just west of Can 

Qio village«   Despite moderate ground fire« continual strikes 

wore flovn until darkness precluded further accurate fire«   During 

thu action« ton santpana vor* confirmed destroyed with an additional 

one damaged«   Two Viet Cong were confirmed killed« 
■ * 

« « « « * 
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SLALTEAH 

ShAL Team 1, Detachment Delta, operating from Ifna De, staged 

ambushes in the Eun^Sat Special Zone at two and throe day interval«      ;,/ 

throughout the month»   Ambush sites vere often based on intelli^enes 

data obtained by aircraft equipped vith infra-red (tod Hate) dutoo- 

tion devices*   The teams vere inserted by I-CPLs, and supported by 

river patrol boets and the UH-1B fire teaxus« 

Dxopt for one successful ambush during JACK STAT, the S£AL 

lumM uiTofta \vui boot» Iruitl'tna duriif. thti lirat lialf ol April* 

To bo successful, a completely clandestine atmosphere is required, 

y«t such an atmosphore did not exist*   The SKALs were being loaded 

into the LCPLs at Mm Be, in full view of the civilian population» 

Tho likelihood of Viet Cong informers vae hii\h, as vas the proba- 

billly of their kitovledt'.o of tho SWAI. mission*    The possibility 
i 

of ccKiuiunlcation with Viet Cong in tho Uun^ Set Special Zone also 
« 

existed*   To counter this, it was decided to broak the established 

forty-eight hour ambush cycle and wait one extra day*   In addition .   j 

the SDAL teem equipment Has to be loaded onto the I.CP!s at Mha De, ^     \ 

but the SEALs themselves vere to proceed to Saigon by vehicle to 

rendoevous with the LCPLs.   This plan was put into effect the 

ni^ht of IS April, vhen the ambush team got underway from Saigon. 

Karly tho mornlne; of 19 April the amlush team made contact 

with a onmpan ViitU throe occupants*    It van takon under fire and 

sunk, vith the three occupants reported killed*   Immodiately after 

the action the SMI team vithdrew» 
' 

■ 
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On 13 April« a problem area of unilatoral cl*ndestina 

operations casie to light*   That night the SEAL ambush took a 

DAmp.'.n MlUi * ii\tv.}n OtfOUpllli UnAtr li»'ö| KIM In/' Mm nul i\»f\ 

I'icovji'Un, thu body*   Thn bud/ haa iuk«n to Ihn He MKJ Identi- 

fied as that of a friendly Vietnamese intelligence cgent vorking 

in the Ttung Sat Special Zone*   In an attempt to rectiiy this 

pA'oblem, tne Uun^i Sat Special Zone advisors held oi&cussions 

v.lth their Vletncnese countorparts*    Zt was reportad that the 

Vietnamose sealously ^uard their IntelUßunc« o()oratinG procedure« 

, 

and v.ould not reveal to their countet'i^rts Ute areas of o^ration 

of their n^ents*   They would contlnua, hovevur» to discloo» tho 

location of national Foreo and Poitulcr Korea atnbueheo*   Tiw U*S* 

Kavy has been equally sscretive with their Vietncmcse counterpart» 

eoneemlng SuhL ambush sites, feeling that revelation of tue sites 

to it.c Vlctnomfbo would inerea.e chartcos of comjjroniae*    It was 

eonciiitiuil thj.t there vms no way or avoiding l.liJc ]>oaaible Inltr« 

feroiice if th« eni'oty of tho BfiiL toam v^a U» bo iwintain >a| and 

thct tho chances of future such accidental ainbushen Mas highly 

remote*    It was decidpd to continue to excludo the Vietnamese 

from information regarding clandeatine ambush operations* m 
■-.■;: , ■ *, 

« « ♦ * « 

CUEFEW m>Bmi 

Another problem, this one of a continuing nature 4 received 
'• 

tragic emi)ha8ia dta-ing ths month.    Both OAME V'AllDEN ana MAItKiLT 
■ .> 
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TU-lii units art charged with aaslsting in curfew cnlorceuent in 

their patrol areas*   Cur luv effectiveness defends heavily on 

promulgation at the villcge and district level, and thus varies 

fron area to area*   OM of the moot thorough curfow proroilRations 

Mt r.wclo in tho Ruftg tint Cpcci-il Zone prior to JACK UTAY*   Tliere, 

Ittilit drop3f loudsiietxkor announcements from aircraft, and 

notification at the local level «ere made, but even then serious 

problem:, arose* 

The night of 11 April the Long Tau Fire Team spotted seven 

sampans in a restricted sono on Canh Eai Bay near Can Gio village* 

Tho Fiiu Team requested permission to strike the sanpons from  . 

CTQ 116*2 at Nha Be, reeeivinr, permission after the Vietnamese 

Kavy valch officer had runde a cheek with Can Gio District 

I'etadquartors*    Alter coir.plotin^ the strike. Um Fir*) Tmun 

reported one sav.pan sunk and two damaged and one confirmed 

killed.   Two hours after tho incidont it was discovexed by tho 

Can Gio advisors that tho remainder of the boats had returned 
■ 

to Can Gio and that they were friendly lishernen*   Two youths 

had been killed* 

Although fully aware of the curfew regulations, the village 

chief had granted pomiission for the people to fish* Subsequent 

Investigation revorled that the watch officer at Kha Be had in 

fact checked with the assistant district chief* He was unaware 

that people were fishing in the area and had gr*r.t«d permission 

for the strike. Although the curfew restrictions impose finan- 

cial hardship on the people by limiting fishing time, their 

enforcement is necessary to successfully combat night-tins 
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infiltration»   The problem Ho« moat heavily vith enforreTient 

?t the local «nd district level • a problem amplified by the 

financial kickback available to the diehoneet village chief vho 

«ill turn hit head at curfew violations« 

• « « « « 

MINK COUWTEl^ASUUr.3/lON0 TAU SSFISKSS fOSI 

The KSBs and MLMSs continued their daily eweeps of the Lon^ 

Tau Idver«    Although no mines vere discovered, electric cables 

were pulled up on two occasions»   Hull damage suffered by one 

boat vhil» coming alongside an ICV? in a swift current left only 

two KSBs operationally ready at the end of the month» 

The first Long Tau River static defense pest was established 

r.t a point eleven miles south-east of Hla Be during late April* 

Ntimtd by one lirtfornl rorc« compan/ with two 11.3» Anny Ad^isorsi 

conditions at the outpost are very prijnitive with no permanent 

structures yet completed»   In addition» all food and wa^er must 

be imported»   To assist the advisors, the Long Tau river petrol 

units nearest the outpost were supplying freeh water at the rats 

of ten gallons per day until more panaanent arrangements could 

be made» 

« « « • « 

puns 

The Ptils of River Section $41 reported ready for operations 

on 10 April, afid the following day the first operational tests 
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of the littv QAMb VYJtDSN units got unierv.ay.   The IBIi cravs adapted 

well to th» river patrol situation« assuiqing two liune Sat Special 

Zone patrol stations at the onset and later in the month one 

additional station.   The PZ&s operated fron the Inshore Support 

Ship OSS blLU. &.OV& (LSU-2) until 19 April« vhen U2S TOIiTUOA 

(ISD-26) relieved BELI£ CUOVL.   On 27 April the units moved to 

^!ha Be, operatine from the interim GAK£ VAltDEl»' base facilities 

at feh&t location.   The »nils vore under ths operational control 

of C1Q U6,2 H Kkia I'«« • ' 

26 April saw tho arrival of an additional twelve i'W-.a at 

Cat Lo. These units commenced shakedown cruises from the base 

at Cut 1/) and iYmm UM H.OXÜ WÜtfl (Ti;T-762), who had arrived 

in country on 12 April to beoom» the second Inshore Support Ship. 

Elver Division $1 was activated on 27 April aboard IW TOKTCQA 

in preparation for the first tranait into the Kokong Delta in 

May.   The raw units were designated liver Section $12« 

Klillo crow [»rformwico durl.nü the Jultiftl wniU oi PDii 

operations was regarded as excellent« numerous problem aress 

arose in the boats themselves.   Initial boarding and starch 

operations indie-.ted that the narrow vinyl beading which served 

as a fe'idor was not adequate protection when boarding and searching 

i/irger Junks« or when alorf.side a support ship.    This resulted in 

aum^e to the elde.    To correct thle« diseardvd helicopter tires 

have been obtained for use as fenders.   Armor plating around the 

26 

• 
■ 

CONFTDENTrAJ. 
- 



CONFTDENTTAL 
forvord L-.un mount has been reaoved on all boata. to inprove gunner 

and coxsvain visibility and caissunieations betveen tunncr and 

the coxsv.ain.   K-72# one tla© only anti-tank rockets, are being 

carried on all boats as interim ordnance ^ordir^; approval and 

installation of tho Ibrk IP, AOnsn raiiid fire erenado launcher* 

In another ordnance iaproveiuant, «$0 caliber vachine guns ar9 

bein,. installod in place of the after »30 caliber Machine ^uns. 

On 17 April, a Maintenance and Encineerin^ Evaluation 

■ 

Inspection Board net on 103 T0KTU3A to pi*oduce a report on the 

PBtSi   Their conclusions vero hardly optiniotic,^   fcvaluttlon 

of occtiono of the datw^od VhV. 33 as well as other I'hhs In iha 

Initial phase of active service concluded tnat the i'DKs presently 

show uany instances of minimal design philosophy, particularly 

*■     rocurding strength, rigidity and anti-eorroaion treatment*   It 

vcas predicted that life expectancy of the boata in. South Last 

Asia vould be limited to six nontlia except with hi^i maintenance 

»amioura and high apare parta usage,.   Construction jjroceaaea 

Kore evaluated as inadequate, particularly vith regard to fibor- 

^li39 .U'^wr bondlftg in the hull*   Tho main propulsion syatem 

(the Jaeuaai pump installation) showed many inedeouocics, pt» ti- . 
* 

cularly with reference to the reverse gates*   The ordnance1 Vis 

regarded as satisfactory» 

l.ccu-.r.tnfotionn included the sending of a team of technical 

lltivor Patrol Eoat (PER) Maintenance and Engineering Evaluation 
Inci^ction, Final Report, 18 April 1966. 
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experts In the fields of SSAU boat design, ilberslaee fibrlcatlon, 

and corrosion control to Vleinaa to initiate corrective notion. 

It >..".« also rococu'-.er.ded that Ranufecturer*« fiberglass j-rocyduroe 

be tl^orTu^hli' examined.    Kecomendatlons for ordnance modifications, 

previously discussed as bcln£ effected, vere Included* 

In fionoral, it vas observed t'tuit after one month In service,' 

the '[■'&.9 shoved evidence of premature e-aXuc end no Justification 

could be found that tine in service rould laprovo this situation« 

Frellndnazy operations had been in the relatively protected vaters 

of tie hune Set Special Zone«   It was predicted that rougher 

waters cs the ZllLs start to vork from the oil-shore support ships 

and continued aubjoctlon to corrosive CICI.MILO vould take their 

toll« 
« « • « « 

■ 

• 

■ 

• 
■ 
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KAVAL AÖVIStjRT «:OUP 

An actlvo aonth for the Viott^aiote Kavy &rd Its cdvlsora« 

April witnessed five joint t.S./Victnamoao v&tcrborne operations 

in addition to numerous unilateral Vietrta^ass operations.   In 

the sduiniatrativ« arena, the reor^aniaetion ol the Vietnsaese 

U*X ap^roHChwd complew. ^n»   Three Deputy Chiefs of Staff have 

been propoaod for personnel, operations and logistics*   Final 

details are bein^i verged out prior to eubxlssion of the propoual 

to the Joint Conersl SWff for approval« 

The operating units »ill be controlled brf  the Fleet Coi^iand, 

subdivided into Üvu divisions for aea patrol (K, PCL), inshore 

patrol (F0K)| river (ntrol (L13SL, L5I1), loeistics lift (I3T, 

tdMi 1XU, AiiL, rx), minecraft {YM, WS) and UDX.   The CoasUl 

CrMkpl »r« Uiiücr the oporatloiuil conUal ul tin« lour Cff.ntal 

Zone coraaandcrs ud Ihn Klvur Assault Groups under the control 

of the tvio Idvorin« Ares coim&nders. 
« » « « « »»www 

FIJiXT OOM-iAMO 

Si 

During April tCs, PCis ord iGlle vere utilised principally 

for offshore patrol in coordination vitli Operation MAKK^T TlIiE« 

In adtiiLLon they ver«j vised lor ettitic defense öT /?i4riflre support 

\iicn needed.   The ISIlo and I£3LB, although deployed briefly for 

oca patrol, were utilised primarily for river patrol and in 

support ol riverine operations.   IS1L 329 spent most of April as 

an escort for 1SKH 400« the Vietnamese Kavy hospital sUp.    l3ILs 

v C0NrrnKMTTAT. 
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also sav Halted use &B lojlrtic UTt shii«,   Ths JUCa renainod 

divorced from their baplc function anl «ere employed prlr.v.rlly 

oa soa patrol units« 
» 

In April corimnding of I leer parfominco once agnln came In 

for beavjr criticlaid by advisors«   Udle sane co-nr.atdlng of fixere 

displa;tü e high decree of professional cortpstence, there still 

e::.litöd an unacceptable number of officers v.hoae commend porför- 

'.xtfico vss »v.r^irial or unsr.tiaf.^ctoxy.   Auonc Sorao, there existed 

an acceptance of inferior i-vrfonanco and no passion for improve» 

neiit.     To attcapt to counter this» the Virtnanese havy CHIC 

a:vi the 1 leet Co^nandor have instituted a policy of holding 

co'ir.Gliding officers responsible for poor performance^ enforcing 
* 

It by rsKoval from concand*    It is felt that if this policy la 

properly implenunteda and administered consistent3y and equitably» 

it should result in better perforoance by coronandinp officers«' 

Ths advioory sittiution improved in lOeet Coiunond units during 

April«   Many vacant billets were filled vith nev arrivals« end it 

la anticipated that by the end of Kay all advisor billete vLll 

stc-in be filled«   I'.ost advisors report that commahdirig officers 

rujulily Mcciiptcd UtnJr AOvic««    However» there still existed 

isolated c&aes cf co.'r^nandinjs officers vho refused to accept any 

advice given by an Amsriean« 

A critical situation exists in the continuing shortage of 
■ 

.■ 

. 1 
'Senior Hoot Cocsmand Advisors Ueport, April 1966, p« 2« 

■ 
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technlciUjr qyalifivd ^ctty o£titi9nt ijartloularl/ IA the •X4c~ 

ironies ratings.'  There &ro some petty officers vho dJspl«/ * 

hii'.h (io;;rco of initl/tive# lo&rterohlp end profossional knowledge« 

p.rlicul-.riy those petty officers vho have been exposed to the 

United States Kavy, either tm-oush schools or bbo&rd a siiip of 

the Seventh Tleet«   However, the mediocre oajority continues to 

present a etallence to advisory personnel« 
*>    H   M.   Mk.   M 

. 
LDTK (UDT) 

■   ■ 

• 

■ 

■ 

On 3 April, the Vietnamese Kuvy LDÜM (IDT) with their advisor 

deployed into the huv Sat Special Zona tosupi^ort the Vietnamese 

Inline Corps* duploytiänt during operation JACK STAY»    On 4 April« 

supported by three KAG eraft9 tliey ^rlomed river reconnsissanct • 

nisi>i jru» in three locations*    lAnling near the nouth of small 

river tributaries, they penetrated inland along one bank for a few 

hundred ynrds^ returning to their starting point via the other 

bunk»    lio Viet Cent contact vas experienced« 

However, tide type of operation Is a rarity for the UM!« 

'Ihu 1DMM io seldom used by the Vietnamese Kavy, loading to a oense 

of IiuBtr&tion and lethargy vhieh has hurt the taam,s morsle« 

This has bsen corapoundod by the lack of a coc&nanding officer« 

although one has been assigned to arrive in the near future«1 

Senior UDHN Adviser Report« April 1966« p« 5* 
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CoastAl group actlvltiot showed An ineretso durlng April, 

partially attributed toy advisors to the Improved leadership 

situs lion«   Although leadership is still eenerslly evaluated as 

only lair to cood, nev couvaaivlinc ofiicer« are errivine at soae 

oi' tho coastal troupe 1A a continuation of the ;ro£,ram of provi» 

din^ higher caliber officers«    AU Co&atal Zone cowrandcrs are 

regarded as ^ood to excellent by'their counterparts*   In ths 

Second Coastal Zone the coovnander and his executive officer are 

appraised by the senior advisor ao outstanding in all phe.ses of 
* 

their work«*   In the Fourth Coastal Zone the coiw.snder, on ths 

Job only three months, has shovn htaself to be a^ressive in 

planning and a strong leader«^   This type of leadership at tho 

more senior levels appears to be starting to filter down to ths 

coranondinc of fie ens of the irdividual coastal groups* 
■ 

Critical areas continue to exist, however, particularly in 

trained technical rates*   This is subsequently reflected in ths 

level of equipment and boat maintenance*   Although there pre 

IrvllcHl'tiiri of imjruvflwrtt at .Imllvldual co'Mitnl fU'Du.nn, ths 

Cororal picture is one of relatively little niAlntenanee until ths 
■ 

equijtnent vill no longer function* 
* v 

Critical areas also exist in availability. of certain supply 

items* Those most often eited in advisors reports are General 

■ 

■ 

• 

^Senior Naval Coastal Zone AdvisorJs Report, Seeondv.Coastal Zone, 
April 1966, p. 3« 

Senior Kuval Coastal Zone Advisor's Report, Fourth Coastal Zone, 
April 1966, p* 3. 
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Motor 71 Series en&iae parts, electrical spares, blun mortar 

amunitlon, and, at repair facilities, sao vood for hull x«pairs« 

The requirement for installction of rachine £un mounts on the I 

boats continues to be etaphasited«   The installation   program is 

in affect, but is progressing very sla*!/» 

Bass dsfonse continues to be c problem at aany of the more 

remote co istal froui«i,   Ouo of the more acute del'snee problems 

exists at An Thoi on Phu Quoo Island*   Although larger than most. 

It is fairly representative of many of the base defense problems• 

Here, base defense is reported in a state of constant ehan&e due 

to civilian contractor vrork on the airfield end base facilities. 

At present, two K^c^onol Force companies arc being utilised on 

constant day patrol and nicht ambushes«   However, the defense 

perimeter is so eloae to the bass that the base is hi^ily vulnerable 

to mortar attack«   To move the perimeter out to* the required 4,000 

yards v.ill require additional troops not yet available«   By 

Sei>tunbor, it la expected that 120 additional VietnAmeee Navy 

peraonnol will be available to assume some of the base perimeter 

defense chorea«     Many junk bases report themselves faced with 

the sane protlemt   lack of an adequate defense perimeter and high 

vulrerabllity to mortar rttack. 

As provlously discussed In this Sva^ary, the Coastal Pores 

performed well in Joint operations vdth HAU.ET TXHL and other 

U.S« Forces«   Hcfciever, ssvsral unlUconrand operations, based on 

the planning and initiative of Individual cemmanding officers. 

■ > • 

\ ;■ 

i 

V   \ 

^Id. p« 8. \ 
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aro vorttiy of not«, Kost of thoso took PIACO in tho Third Coaatal 

«on«. On 12 April Co&ttol Group 34 took their junks into th« canals 

near Con Loi Villas«, a tidal arua soath of the entrance to the 

Han Ixiong River in Kien Hoa province« As they proceeded without 

rtisistanco into the canal natvork# they found a aeries of deserted 

liring positions ani bunkers spaced et 30 to $0 ycrds apart along 

the canal. AU wer« in good repair and consUnctcd ox' mud, . 

reinforced with wood polos« The entire area wes ncrked with 

"itroot al|:,naM , evid«nlly ao Vl«t Cong nev to Uw »»roa could' 

Urvi thuiv vay« Two diiinol fuel tank» Kith a LoUl ciimcity of 

400 gallons and a series of rioueoe and one Qiuall arms workshop 

'v.'ero destroyed. Kqui^aont captured included 11 20m anti-aircraft 

rachincvun trii-ods, one rifle, three pistols, small artus repair 

tool a, aoedNted ajtiinunltlon and two setn of audio oquijr.imt. 

A Joint Coastal Group 34/37 patrol pursued a Viet Cong Junk 

ashore on 16 April, killing one Viet Cong and wounding another 

vhile suii'ering one junlenan killed in action« In addition, three 

rules, five grenades, ammunition, on« Junk and a quantity of ■ 

equipment including uniforms, blankets and mosquito nets wsre 

captured fron the Viet Cong. In similar action in ths First 

Coaatal Zone, Coastal Group 16 engaged the Viet Cobg, with one 

Vlut Cong squad leader confirmed killed and one rifle, five 

grenades and 100 rounds of ammunition captured« Ths re wsrs no 

friendly casualties« ■ 

■ 

* ft « • « 

■ 

■ 

■ 
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RIVSR ASSAULT GROUPS 

Kvmirous &irr.ll ecalo rlvorlne oporatlonc utilizing Kivor 

Attnault Group boats «ni Vietrnimose Army troops vax*o conducted 

during April.   Althou^i no lar^o or concluslvu victorios rouultod, 

rivorino operations continued to bo a vital element in counter- 
■ 

tuorilla vnrfare. In addition, the KAGs wore utilised la river 

putrul on tne Uung Set Upocial liona vuterv*ayo and on tho Mekong 

Delta eotuarles near Can Tho and Ity Tho« 

On 16 April, a Klvta- Assault Group tlver patrol, operating 

near LUa mouth of the Cua Dai lliver, surprised a Viet Cong 

extortion *;roup operating from three motorized junks» The jjroup 

Tied X'rom Uuir Junks as bhe patrol, closed them, leaving behind 

their junks and seveiftl sewing np.chines* Viet Cong casualties 

wctt noU reported. Tlie three Junks v«ro taken into custody. 

During April, the nine Rivsr Assault Groups reported their 

167 boats in a generally good state of repair. The main problems . 

are conterod in electrical and electronics maintenance, although 

Uo IvAGs report some engine maintenance difficulties. An addi- 

tional tv»onty-nino boats are attached to the River Transport 

escort Group, assigned to protect river supply convoys enroute 

to outlying poate. An additional fifteen boats are maintained 

as a reserve* 

Two operational problem areas were noted by advisors during 

April, klne consciousness, a vital factor in riverine operations, 
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tt, po^mut, 9f »1^ *» EAO P.r.onn.1 giv. thousht to th. 
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Tho shlp/trd {idvlaor reports that ohipa eontlnuaUy sultoit 

viork requests Tor trivia.   The Shipyard Planning Officer reject» 

as many of these request» as possible« but In many Instance» h» 

is forced by higher authority to accept these Jobs«1   This 1» a 

direct reflection of the continuing refusal of most ships to nak» 

ihaif ovn roixtlr».    Flnot CcwwM.n'J is in th« process of institutlnc 

a program whereby the Fleet Command Meintenanee Officer will reject 

those Jobs vdthin the capacity of the individual chips, a program 

lone needed in the Vietnameae Kavy.2 

The logistic lift unit of Fleet Comand conducted 36 lift 

missions during April in support of Coastal Group» and IiAO base»« 

The capability and performance of the logistic lift ships was 

generally considered to be adequate.    A reorganisation of th» 

Logistics Departramt and overhaul of th» delivery system is under 

study. 

^Senior Shipyard Advisors Report, April 1966, p. 4« 

Senior Fleet Command Advisors Report, April 1966, p. 3* 

■ 
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In the Supply Center, procedures for a system tic review of 

all stock record cards for the purpoes of replenishment of stocks 

has been succossfuUy implcrrvr.tcd.   The procedures call for a 

reviev of certain federal stock number classes each veek to be 

coivloted on a quarterly basis.   It is ho^d this vill eliminate 

the hit MA miss procedure of inexperienced stock clerks wskirvj 

lh« cjfjcif l->nn ns to whon to 4"l^c« rtplAniahimnt oidcrs«   Tlds 

Hii'u .1-1 r«*lucM tit) ocvuir^ntes OJ' on-hoad halar.caa hving roduced ! 

to zero before a replenishment ordor is pJaced«' 

i 
VIÜTKAIIKÜL VJÜim, COKP3 

■ 

The First' Battalion of the Vietnamese Marines experienced 

a i)ic,h level of combat activity during April«   From 5 to 11 April 

they vxsre deployed to the Jal.nnf, Airfield as pert of Task Force 

Mi>,.   On 11 April| the First Imttalion v.tja clriifted to '.iuang 

M^,.ii to participate in Operation KüVADA, a Joint ü.S./Victmaose 

operation*. Under operational control of the 2nd AliVlv Division, 

the First Battalion accounted for five Viet Cong killed piior to 

torminetion of the operation on 18 April*    >n 21 April they svept 
■ 

back into action, this tin» with the Vietnemrse Fifth Airlorno 

Battalion*   On a tvo day search and destroy operation near Qu&ng 

T^ai, 150 Viot Cong vere confirmed killed with advisors ostimating 

another 300 killed by artillery.   In addition, one Clm mortar. 

four 75rTa reeoilless rifles, small arms and equipment vere 
■ 

captured.    Five ^rincs viere killed in action and 30 Karines wer« 
.■ : 

^Senior Supply Center Advisor Report, April 1966, p* 1* 
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voundßd« Th« Flret Battalion reofined in Qu&nß Nc&i on static 

eacurlty for tl.-o remalndtr of th» montht 

• 

lUver« th« Murlnea utilized th« new Dong I^ai boats to transport 

.JI.« batt4lion acioud rivori aini «(own aLtuöMiu«    tii«* IUHI?4 U^ai 

boat is fourtoon foot long» of liberglass consti-uction, with a 

i 

Th« Second and Third Dtttaliona verc alao doployed to DaKang 

Airrield because of political unrest in that area* Tiiey remained 

there until 12 April« then returned to their base camp in Saigon* 

For the uui-ation oi' April» the/ -..ore on security in the Capital 
■   • 

Military Uetio:i, conducting OU-J oe&ixh and destroy operation south 

oi liaitfui« 

The Fourth and Firth Sittaliono particl;c\tüd in Operation 

JAtA ^TAY from 3 to 6 April.   Tla» Fourth battalion waa do^loyod 

by hoiieoptors to the Lonj;  :haiih FonJnau^ii, twice r&kinj; contact 

v.ith the enomgr*    Two Viet Con£ were confirmed killed« one wounded 

and one weapon captured«   There wero no I'ariuo casualties»   The 

Fifth battalion conducted a series of four aophibicui landings« 

utilising mi KAU craft, in the vicinity of An Ihit Villngs. 

tbar« wuu no contact with th« «neoy«   The Fourth and Hr..h Datta» 

lions ••is>x\i the r'»;*.!mitr oi the nontth In tU* Cajilt.«! KUlUry 

.clv;ou.    lloro tlrf.j accounted for two Vint Cwu!, killtdf ocvrn small 

arms c£j>tured and a quantity of food atil equi^smt caplund and 

destroyed Juting om bcarch atki destroy oivcro-tion anl arA daylight 

ambush»   . 

During one operation south of Saigon on tho Cui Villa,:«? 
■ ■■ • ■ 

.JI.« Laiittii..), aoros« rivors aiid ddM) aLtuöMiu«   His PSBI Uiiai 
■I-   . ' ' 

•. . 
3^ 
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draft ol' 26 Inchon Ailly loaded*    It JLa poworod by a forty 

horoopovor oulbaird orißlno ond in CöIJJIIJIO of canylng ol/;ht 

eoi'ibut loadtfd Karin«8 at a ' i>ood of kü knots*   At ^roneitt« thoro 

la ono boat platoon of SO bo&te ready for use*    Tin spoed, r . 
> 

capacity* and handling capabilities vere evaluated as excellent 

and it la likely that futuid oporationc In the Kun^ Sat üjÄcial 

Zone end oirailar aroae vill Involve the uae of Dong Ngal bnte*' 

Unit jaorale vdtiJn the Vi;fIC remained hi^ during April« and 

its leadership vaa knowlodgable tnd effective*   The majority of 

oporations wore executed vith enthusiasm and a ^ood {rasp of 

tacticut r.lthout'.h coordlnijtion ami cimU'oI in donac Jungle and 

tnump aiuun left itotnetttlng to bo dauii'uU*'' 

• # # • « 

WtfCIULüGICAL VAHFAld!. ACi'lVlTILS 

The Vietnamese Navy Hospital Ship Hat Glaus (ll'MH 4^0} deployed 

on 20 April fox- the Mekong Delta*   From 23 AprJ 1 to 27 April she 

operated at Long ?hu District (Coastal Group 36) in Sr luyen pro-   ( 

ylneej and from «^C April to 30 April i't Tra im Dijtiict, Vii.» Mnh 

Iravlnce*   Approxlntitoly 1600 peopl» rucoivuil radical treatment 

and 175 people vrcro adroinistored dental care*   Civic action raterlal 

vras diutrlbutod to U50 needy families in both areati*    In addition, 

a Cultural Platoon vaa embarked to give perforinanco« of folk dances 

Senior Harins Advisor Monthly Historical Suouary, April 1966, 
p. 3« 
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and music •   Two Chleu Hoi (Open Arms) brottdcaots vor« conducted* 

Iho chip ia due to regain in the Delta until the middle of Kay, 

return to Saigon for a ten day rest end replenishment, and then 

return to contiuuo its civic action irof,m>t9* 

Over 22 tons of civic action naterialo v.crc received during 

April from CM±', Catholic Uelisf Society end 13AID for further 

distribution to units in the field fur thair civic action projects* 

This (\itf ntity is somewhat lover than in previous ronth«» due to 

the inability of ships cf-tryinj: the material to get into Saigon 

to offload.   It is anticipated that these ships vlll start off* 

loadirv, & bout the first Keek in >tay* 

A corbinod Ilcdical/Fo^'u'/Civic Action Teaa vorked at Ton 

fban llicp in the Lunr, 3r:t Special Zone fna 7 April to 6 April 

in support of Vietnaneso Mrrir.es pRrticlpc.tinß in Cperfttlon JACK 

STAY.   Approximately seven ton» of civic action mttarli.]« uere 

distributed to the needy in the village and 17$ pursons received 

medical treatment*    Another combined civic action/poyvar toast 

was scheduled to fly to Tuy Hoa/song Cau to continue work at the 

refugee settlement, but the trip was cancelled when transportation 

Iwcnne unavailable after the mortarine of Tan Son Whut Airfield* 

A tttn is schedulod to visit the SPttleracnt during May» 

Ono child rrom tii« T.un/j Sr.t Spnciol 'Aorn nn<\ tvo fron Saigon 

h&d successful cleft lip operations and tvo children previously 

■ 

^Soo Appendix II for a breakdown of the distribution of civic 
action and Psi'Vi.ar mnterlaln. 
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oporatöd on for cleft lip had suoeeQefuX paluto oporatlona* The 

father of t fourteen yoer old girl operated on for cerebral pale/ 

in January reported that his dauebter ia now walking very veil« 

In a special project in conduction vith JÜ3PAO, the VKH 

PsyVJar Bureau produced 10,000 special posters depicting the new 

)um£ Sat Special Zone and lonß Tau River security regulations« 

These wore distributed to the Bung Snt Special Zone and the four 

vurroiutding provinces for poo tine. 
• « « « * « 

■ 

• 

■ 

• 
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Status, ÜMpomiibilltloa and TABICS of Coruandcr U. 3. Naval 

Forces, Vlotnara, CIi:CFACnT mfWSM 5440.U 

Kofi     (a) JCS Pub 2 

(b) General Order 19 

lm   tMSSAX*    ^0 d^Ur« UM t»rirnj of i'f»f«»r«nro for Caioiomvi#i  U(U« 
■ 

Uavul forces, Vletiam (cof.MAVluliV) ee a unl-eoivle« cowumltr. 
• 

2«    Cornmand^iind Oporiit.lf>tial Control«    (Ae defined in paragraph 

30201 and 30202 of reference (a))t. 

a«   Cornaider U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam is under the operational 

control (0P00N) of Cour.ander U.S. Kilitary Assistence Command, Vietnaa 

and under the consnand (less OPCON) of the Comander in Chief, I. S* 

Pacific Fleet. 

b. Carmsnder U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam exercises OPCON over 

Maval Hupport Activity DaKang, Naval Support Activity Saigon and  . 

their outlying (Iwtnchmnnts, 

c. Contuuider U.S. Naval Foreea, Vietnam com,.und» the Naval 

Advisor/ Group, Vietnam. 

3.   Gooryaphlcal^vn^iries,«   Tin limits of Commander U.S. Maval 

Forces, Vietnam area of responsibilities are the geographical 

boundaries of the Republic of Vietnam and the territorial vaters 

thereof. 

***   Mission»   Under the Comnander in Chief U. S. Paeifie Fleet, 

Cotiiinndor U. 8. Naval Forces, Vietnam shalli 

■ 

■      - 

VW1T* *wnA riAL 



-^ . ..■«J.»...«^.-   .   T   .-^ 

CONFTn. ^TTAT. 

a«   Servo as Navel Component Cautn&ndor Tor Commander U, 5. 

Military Aosietance Cons»nd, Vlotna» in accordance with paragraph 

30201 of reference (a), 

b,    Perform a2*ea coordination functlona In Vietnam for pur«]/ 

naval sattere in accordance with reference (b)« 

e*   Perform such other f.'avy functions and assume such respon- 

sibilities directly connected with Viettam as may be assigned by 

Coanonder in Chief, U« 3« Pacific Fleet* 

5,   Tasks,   Ccmraander U. S« "aval Forces» Vietnam under Commander 

in Chioi; U, S. Pacific Fleet performs the lollowinf, tasks i 

a. AU of tho functions of Naval Component Coacnandw vhich   h 

are described in paragraph 30232 of reference (a) and vhich are a 

responsibility of a component cononander to his service chief i.e.# 

connudcationa, internal disciplinu, training (ruadinass) tactics» 

service intelligence, and logistic functions normal to the compo- 

nent except as othervdse noted» 

b. Kaval communications and the coordination thereof» v*»cre 

nrcrnsnry» with th« ip^Mpflaii unified ooamnd ehaln« 

c«    flau iuf und «(••Hdli.alM naval Use d«VtfL>i«)i«iit pjatutli^ 

with wm* 

d« Plan for» program» construct and operate port/be&ch 

facilities» depots and ancillary facilities including roads and 

bridges In X Corps Tactical Zone vhich are not included within 

the boundaries of an installatioa funded for and operated by 

another component commander* 



coivrrrnrvTTAT. < 
•• Aot et th» ainelo point of contact for Coamandor U* 8« 

Mllitaxy Attlstaneo Connand, Viotnam on all naval matten leee 

air and araphibioue plannins/coordinatien vdth Consnander SLVfiKTH 

Fleet end leee nettere relating to enployiwnt of III MAF. 

f •   Provide NMCB eupport to ZU MAF. 

i' S; 
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AFPl^DIX XX 

Civic Action and PsyVar Material distributed during Aprili 

1.   27,5 ton« of vellar« material were madt atallable for dletrl» 

butlon by Viettuuneoe and U.S* p«roorinol, 

2«   Over one ton of material vae dietributed to .the famillee of 

V"N iwiinonnel who hnd their homtte düairnyod b/ fire in Qalgen|   1 

and over i ton vae dietributed to epeelal VMK dopondont v-t>If»re 

cases« 

3*   7*$ tons was distributed to Rune Sat Special Zone Headvjuartere 

for use in their civic action program* 

4«   3*$ tons was givcin to U.S. oonetruction battalion toaae for 

uae with rMur«ao at T*y Mlhha 

5*    1$ tons of woll'.iro nuiterial «nd 1200 pounds of iwdlelnt vere 

sent v.ith 12I!H 400 on ite deployment to the Mekong Delta» 

6.   The PsyVar Dureau issued 22,900 magasinss« 52*400 posters« and 

91*500 leaflete to Vietnamese and U.S. units for further distribution* 

7*   40,000 eafe-eonduet passss vore ieeued for use during Operation 

JACK STAT. 

8« 100 Vietnamese-English language books were distributed for use 

by KARKST TIME, unite in their language teaching and learning 

■ 

■•.. r, 

i 
I ■ 
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SNCnSSIEIED ■<.»■■ « 

APfKTIDlX 111 

Total! for First Nino Months of KAIiKx,T TIHKi 

DATE mnpECTED 

25,764 

DOMiSED & 
SKATvCüliO TOTAL 

29,948 

• 

JllvTS DKTAIIffiÜ       PKKS DETAINED 

31 Jan 66 24,184 •    mmui                933 

. 
TOTAL FOR TWEE Ü0UTH «MM EKOIKO 1 I-tAT 1966 

6 Fob 66 2,048 1,693 3,941 34                    126 

13 Fob 66 1.455 1,514 2,969 7                     72 

20 Fob 66 2,135 2,067 4,202 ^             »r 
27 Fob 66 2,400 1,915 4,315 8                      83- 

6 Uar 66 2,726 2,456 5,182 27                     184 

13 K&r 66 1,917 2,429 4,346 10                     133 

2ü Mar 66 2.574 3,171 5,745 15                      142 

27 Mar 66 2,067 2,f49 4,916 6                      74 

3 Apr 66 2,1U 2,206 4,347 9                       72 

10 Arr 66 2,557 3,094 5,651 13                      ^ 

17 Apr 66 3,665 3,503 7,166 .15                     115 

24 Apr 66 2,£24 3,388 6,212 Xf                     171 

1 Kay 66 3.956 5,067 9,023 

68,017 

12                       206 

■ 32.465 35,552 189                   1,560 

TOTM^ Fon wm% mm KT-RTOD KNDINO I MAT 1966 

• 
• 

58.229 49,736 107,965 
• 

2,493 

S Kay 66 

• 

3.071 

! 

3.460 6,531 U                       180 

' GNßWSSIflED 
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Sumary of pordonnel in Ibival Advisory Ci'Oup, Cir 115 and CTF 116 

Allowed On Board Jotal 

mrm 124 79 22     . 

W.VADVGIIP 810 745 UISL 
,. 

CAMfi ViATdJEN 
Bas« and Support -   #6 . 

Doatai StaTf - l^C 
215 864 

MAMUn: TIKK 

IST/ISD - 356 ♦ 2^ 

GA>ffi VATiDEK TOTAL - 640     • 6^0 

Pas« arriOupport - 229 
PCFt« Doatlion     - ^22 

W2 802 

5 DiK t 173 - 665 
iMSOfl   62-   372 
1 MSC ü  33 -    33 
2 AKL B 74 - U6 
1IR fe 60 - 60 
lAliLP 190-1^ 

BSß* 1668«. 
'  ■ 

Coast Guard 425 

VP-1 üi 

KALKST TIKE TOTAL - 3030 3030 

TOTAL KAVADVGRP, TF 115, Tf U6 - M2i 

(« •> Esti&ata based on typt allowane«) 

UNCLASSIUEfi 

i. 
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JPECIJÜT SUPPLEflEKT 

■ 

• 
■ '. i 

uni roKCits VIüTWM 

i'.'imn.T IU^TOMCAT, pu?;^Ry 

AiltlL 1966 

. 

; 
■ 

. 

■ 

• 

• 
• 

. 

DQMOAfltt AT i2 TEAR INtETvVAIS 
r.Ot AUTOKATICALU DLCI/SSIPIED 
DOD DIR ^200.10 

■ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SECRET SUPPLtMJlKT 

ISCGC FOZ1.T CQMFOHT/Canbodiftn FT Boat Incident 

The evening of 2£ April USOGC P01I?? CCi'J'JiJ vte on e routine 

patrol in ere* nine in the proximity of Kon Son, a anall island 

close to the Ctunbodian Dorder.   At »bout 210Ü POL.» CüHlühT 
■ 

inspected junlts anchored near Ute ialand.   Inapeetion revealed 

these to be Vietnaneue Katy junk»,   irnile proceeding to cheek 

aovoral other junks in the same area she vißua.lly detected vhat 
■ 

eppoarcd to be a baK wave of an aj>pro«diinr. aui^inee unit«   A 
■ 

derixdte radar contact vao picked up at a ranne of four nilea 

closing PoliiT COVjf'OlU on a reciprocal couioe.   At first thia wat 

thought to be another Vietnamoee Kav/ unit» 

At 2123 POINT CUKFOHT received a flashinc light cliallonr.e    ' 

"AA", f-ausinr. POirn1 COl^Oid' to re-evaluate the contact ae a 

posuible Viütnamcao Kavy Kleet Comtiand ahip (Vietruuaese Navy 
< 

JunKs ^mve no ei^nal gear» and Fleet Cocvnand chips often oubsti« 

tute the International "AAN challenge for the standard VKnAnM 

recognition aign&ls)«   Ae the two vessels passed abeam at a rang« 

of 10DO jcitda, rOUff CO^-Oi.T challenged using the standard Vkü/ÜSN 

challenge«   Ko reply was received«   At the safte tine the executive 

officer was able to exemins the contact using the Starlight Scop» 

ni^ht visual aid, determining the eilhouette to be a Ceabodian FT 

boat of a class previously se«n in the border waters« 

At 2125» imtedlately after paeslng abeam, a tracer round 

Pago 1 olf 3 page»« ßimss 
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iAoscd dlx-octly over POUvT COMFOKT, followed at five second 

Intervals by three additional rounds»    VOOB fiXFOSS stated that 

this vas forty milllaeter fire« apputmtty directed about 200 

feet overhead.   POllvT COItFO^T vent to ganerel qimrtero and 

ualntainsd her course a\my fron the Cambodian«   The ?P bat soon 

changed course and proceeded deep into Cenbodian vaters»   Ko 

further contact vas made» 

The üöxt tuoming lüCGC P011.1 BAhivi observed a Cambodian 

PT boat of the 7£~foot HIGGLNS class anchored in the general : - 

hrwa oi  the Inrllfcnt (awe rhiiri).   This v/cs the Banie t/i^e that 
■ 

■ had firtd Oi. jülliT CUMTObf« 

Loth the roitrr COIirOhT ana the Cambodian PT boat were - 

opera tine In Republic of Vietnam territorial waters, within the 

Kepublie of Vietnam Defonaive Sea Area.   At no tine during the 

ineidemt did l-oiliT C'JkVOl.T violxite the line of deraaroation between 

I.opublic of Vietnam and Camhodian territorial water, nor did she 

take any action vMch nicht be construed ae hostile or provocative, 
> 

morely h-ivirv, Isauad a standnrd flashing licht challenge«    At the 

na;'.« timu, the Cnmbodian committed a liojtU«, provocative act 

within the defensive Sea Area of the Iiopublie of Vletnca,1 

Commander in Chief, Taclfic has rocotftonded to tho Joint 

Chiefs of Staff that a formal protest bo looted vith i'.a Loyal    • 

Canbodian Qovonvnont.2   The American üänbaosy, Caißon h&s sent 

" 

'JC3 n^p: cyt'.l, ItenV. nee fy {Tr.)# Dufinna the boundary of the Mffl 
Düf^rmi-vo i^a Area, and proaulÄ^t^a rules of engafeotlit for KARE£& 
TIKr. units. CIl'CfAC man l'k.Z22}ü Apr 66 (3), proposoa adopting; t\vt 
ali-V.tly different VKU Patrol Boundary for simplicity and better 
WHS coordination. ilWPfMi 

^iriCPAC asg Ü3Ü0W2 May 66 (S). 



UNCtASSTO 

& concurrent recorrnendation to tho Secratary of St&t««^   It it 

ftlt that failure to make this protest could encourage Canbodian 

units to engage in tinilar act« in the future, 

♦ « # « ♦ 

•' 

. 

■ v:' 

.■ Wrlcan Ehbaesy, Saigon »sg 020eAOZ Kay 66 (S). 
. 
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