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NAVFORV
ESTABLISHMENT OF U.8. MAVAL FORCES, VISTMAM

The vast, continuing incresse in Free lorld Militery Forces
In viotown in 2905 ant 1966 tas broupht with it a corresponding
inervuse in Lndted Stutes Navy torcea; In carly 1965 U.S. liav}

sctivity in Vietiam veu limited to support functions in tie Seigon #3)

arca, construction and mudicel activities, ani advising the
Vietmuvoe Navy end Murino Corpse In March of 1965, the first .
operational UsSs Mavy units commencod cwnton-inl?utr;xtion patrols,
The Vietnem Coustel Patrol Furce undor C'I‘E; 71 we designated
Operation MARKET TIIT on 24 lMaxrche On 30 July, TF 71 '-m deacti-
vated ard operationnl control wao shifted to CTF 11Y in 8,l.icon.

MALRT TIL has continued, with addition of swevaillowse a\h"omtt.

" V.3, Coast Guard units, and tne high specd PCF (SWIFT) eoastal

2atrol onats, :

late 1965 saw plarning for the oc&oni' mejor influx of opera=
tionul U.8e Navy urits, Oporation GAMI VoRDLM, desiyned to
supplement Vivtiarwoo units in patrol of the Mekong Delta and
jung Gat Speclul Zone wuterways, was to come into opont;ion during
1966, with high speed Liver Patrol Baats (PBLs) as the prineipal

patrol units, . A S : \ \\

vith these operations came the requirement for construction - ‘\
: [
of new facilities, Navy Civil Engineer Corp persoinel, assigned \".‘

to tho Officer in Charge of Construetior, Vietnam, were deaignated \
to supervise the bulk of military conatruction. although the
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CONFIDENTIA .
msjority of ths work wus being performed by civilian contractors,
Included in this construction were mew MARKET 'l‘mb and CAMS
YARDLN bases,

Headquarters Supjort Activity, Sai:on was destined to transfer
its functions to the Ay by ¥ay of 1966, Lut some of its psrsonnel
end facilitics wers to te incorporated into Mlaval Support Activity,
“dalpon Lo provide Joglstie au'pport. for Usls Navy activitien in the
11, 111, and JV Corpn tuctionl loneae  Lavad Support Activity,
Dallang, activitod in 1905 tor support of Harine end Navy operations
in the 1 CTZ, was o be expanded to support all Free world Military
Fbx*ccs in the I T2,

Also urder construction were harbor facilities t.o support
the military buildup, UeS. Navy Harbor Defense and karbor Clearance
wiits wers to Le aseipnod to those areas, In addition, mire : ; [
countorneasures forces vere to be employed, both on the ma.tn ship
channels to Salson end in the harbor and coastal arves, The
possitility ol o U.S_. kivur Assault Group vas urder considoration
to suppleont the Victnamose Navy kAGs in operstions in the lekong

J Delta end the kwy uat Special 2one. '

With the continually inecreoasing United States lNavy commitments :

in Vietrem, carly 1966 brought the requirement for better integration

of all U.S. Navy activities assigned to the Military Assistance e
Comrand, Vietram, Three months of ph.nning culminated in the estae -
blishment of U.3, Naval Forces, Vietnaan on 1 April. In early .
January the requiremmt- for a Havai Componant Commander weri

forvarded to CUIUSHACVe! At this time the Coumarding General

! wAn Exemination of the Naval Comporniernt Conmander Requirement.a for
the ifilitary Assictance Ccmmand, Viotnam," prepared by Naval
Advisory Group, MACV, 3 January 1966,
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CONFIDENTIAL |
. 11X lavine Avphibious Force, with headquarters in Dsdang, was.
perfoiming the task of Naval Component Commander for MACV) and
Cormander U.5, laval Foxces, Philippines vas navy .area ‘coordings
tion authority, Coumanding General I1I MAF'se many functions
enconpassed tha direction of the bulk of the war elfort in the
I Corps Tactical Zone in addition to discharging the Keval
Corponent Cormendor functions in South Vietnam (with the exception)
of those functions perforzed by Chief, Maval Advisory Group)e
His nany dutizs in- the ‘J CTZ resulted In the NCC bodng unable to
adequately suporvise many NCC functlons in the I1, 111 and 1V
CTZ. In eddition, the prescnce of the Commamding General, 111
MAF was almost continually required in te I €77, a 340 nile
separation from COLUSHACY Headquarters in Saigon, 'rhis' pxohibitéd
froquent personal contact botween CCNUSNACY amd his Naval Component
Comaunders! |
With the increaso in U.S. naval forcus, thure also exiated
.t.h_cr nced for a more responsive organization to provide for super-
vision of unieservice Navy matters. Ageln, geography pfoionted
effective supervision by Cormanding General, I1I MAF, amd to an
oven greater extent provented effective perticipetion by Commander
Us3. Naval Forees, Philippines,
Chisf, !\;wvl Advisory {iroup was umvoidab]y involved in
/ naval matters not necessarily vrelated to MAVADVGLE mncti.onl.
As CHFNAVADVGEP, he was & member of COMUSMACY staff, as such not in

carsand of a naval orgenization, but tasked to edvise COMUSMAGY on

11bid,, pe 176
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naval matters, In addition, he was CTF 115-and CTF 116, Yet,

}

as involved as he was, he had no fully appropriate channels to
the Naval Component Commander, the Fleet Cormander nor the
Pacific Fleet typs eomandp_x‘s.

Vith the continuing growth of the Navy estsblishment in
Vietnam and the problems of s Maval Component Commander remote
1‘er t..he center of naval operations, the need e:dated {cr a change
in the Naval Component Commander structure to provide an orgenisae
tion more rasponsive to the neaeds of GOMUSHACV'md the Navy. It A
was proposed that a mojor Navy command with a flag Qtﬂ.cor be ’
natablistied $n dalgon under the camanl of l:ommnnc!or in Chio £, ]
Ue3s Pacitic Floet and umder tho operationsl control of CoM :IMACV.'

This command‘would exercise orerationnl control urder CRUSMACV of
the Coasts. Surveillance Force, the liver Patiol Force, and other
Navy units as specifically aseigned, In additien, the comand

would sexrve as. Navy arca coordinator for Seuth Vietnam, e

On 13 January COMUSMACV proposed to CINCPAC the formation of =
just such & major Navy command, and that it be titled U.3. Neval
Foreos, Us.3. Military Assdntance Commard, Vietnam (NMI'."“OMI).2
Under this proposal COMNAVFCRV would kave the adddtional duty of
" CHFAVADVGRP because ol the prestige and possible political gain
to ths Viot.nameao Favy and Vietnamese Marine Corps, In addition
COtUSHMACY proposedt that J11 MAF be designated ac a separate
" uni-sarvics conmand within MACV) that & flap officer Junior to
COLNAVFORY be Commundsr Naval Support Aetivity, DaNangj and that

'sbid.’ Do 1¢c. Ly
2C0HUSNACY mag 1301592 Jan 66 (8). 4 | ; £
| ..~ CONFIDENTYAT.
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COMIAVFORY through NAVSUPFACT Da¥ang provide logistic puppor"t. &)
all U.5, Forens in the I (TZ3 that Navy yptaim be ordered to
conziand of Task Force 115 and Task Foree 1163 and Lhit [MAVFQUV be
entabliched at the onrlizst posuible date, . )
In lite Jum'mry tiie proposal was Lforwianied wo the Joiut Chilsis
of Steif for a;:;;rovnl.' Approval wue granied on 14 Febnmry,z amd
roge dafinite requirements weras worked out, Lstim:tes of porsonnel
‘ requirenants vere prepared and lorwarded to CLWCPACKLT on 13 f'ebrunﬁu g 80
On Ly Ma':ch CINCIACFLT forvarded the proposed tasks for CGMMAVFURV,
ard rscommonded thet ths tranafer of Naval Caaporent Cowmander funce
tions and the activation of NAVFUIV be efiected on ) Apx:il.3' ‘.‘; .
On 1 April, in ceremonies sboard USS [OWE (D'r-.fv-BZS)Vin Saigon 'y -
Narbor, kesr Adnirel Norvell Go kard ootablished mnd c:oumgd i,
comand of NAVFOEV, IHe retained the posts of CTF 115, CrF 116,
and CREAVADVGEP. On 1O April Admiral Viard was relieved gs (¥ 11§
by Captain Clifford L. Stewarte On 21 April CINCUACKLY delined the
torme of reference for COMUAVFUKV as & uni-servico comancer,®

N N

Wt

INTiS LLIG NG o

Coineldent with forivition of NAVFULV, uin lr}tcllige;lcé vection’

wa3 expanded to meet the growing intcu.igonce tequiranents of' tho

1C11IC AC msg 2511202 Jan L4 (8)e
2505 mag, JJ.Z.L")‘UZ tob 06 (3)e
3CINCPACFLT msg 1423512 Mar 66 (S).
LGINCPACFLT LISTHUCTION 5440.113 See Appendix I.
5
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new comnand, During the first week of April the first of ‘ten
graduates of the Arry's special basie intelligence course for
Vietnam, concucted at Fort ilolabird, srrived in country., They are
to be escigned to ARVN Sector Operstional Intelligence Centers in

Coastal ard Mekong Delta sectors. Previous personncl assiyn. ! as

Navy Intelligence Liaison Officers at Sector Operational Intellie. .

gence Centers had only a cursory introductory course prior to
'arrival in country, This repre.sentl an cxpansion from te_n to
twenty of the number of S0ICs with ﬁtvd Intelligence Liaison
Officers, ] |

In addition, assistant intelligence officers have been
assigned to each of the four Coastal Zones to assist the intelliw
geace olficer at Constal Zone Headquarters, Three mtomgoxiéi
analyat billets have been oreated for DaNang, Nha Trang ;md Can

Thoe '
As a final note, again coincident with formation ef NAVFORV,

the daily intslligonce summary was sent to out-of=country commands,

and is now being forwarded to CINCPACFLT and CNO,
-
OFFICER IN CHAIGE OF CONSTLUCTION, VILTNAM

The Officer in Charge of Construction, Vistmu, under Duresu
of Yards and Docks, as the Department of Dofensels construction

agont in Southeest 2eis, has negotiated more than $150 million in

military consiruction comploted in South Vietram since 1956, As of

6
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April, construction vas procecding et a rate of §$17,5 million pur:
rmonth, with en expected increzss to 340 million a nonth by Gctober;
Le3. civilion cont.:.acton nov heve & total of over 33,050 workess
in Victnem, in addition to seven Navy lobile Construction Eattse
Uons ard 15,000 Army Engineer Corps persormel, |
Yajor construction projects in progresgs include the dwelop-
wnt of major ports in soven ercas of Vietnom to conplenent the
port ol Sedgont Huc, Dalang, Clm lai, Fha Treng, Qud fihor., Vh;né
Tau, and Cam larh Bay. It 4o enticipeted that ten deep draft
plers vill be coumpleted ut those locations by the erd of Octotor,
137 resps at Daderg, Chu lai, and Vung Teu are under construction
in addition to the doop &att_ plerse mucipat.cd comphubn date
23 June 1966 In sdditdon this progrem includes comstruction of
rajor permanont ‘a.irticld complexes at Cem lanh, Qui t:!;oﬁ, Chu lad
and Delarge ‘ l
The curlier serlous ship,.ing botileneck in Couth Vietnam is
Impeovdry, vith an averzge bwnwrourd timeo for ohips in viptiwm of
twelve doyse This has inmproved the flow of comgmction materials, .
previously & scrivug constreinte Ab present, approxiustely $185 -
mdllion of eonstruction materisl and equijuent is in the procures :
rent and ahdpping phase, “ !

L B N
HAKDOR CLEARANCE

Herbor Clearsnce Unit One was established on 1 Docesber 1965
to provido a herbor and river clearance capability, Aseigned the
permanent duty station of Subde bay, Pnilippines, HCUsl is eomposed

r - CONFIDENTIAL
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of four Marbor Clearance Teams (HCT) and two Light Lift Craft
(u.c). Fach Harbor cioaunco Team 48 composed of tio officers
and fourteou enlisted, all of whoun are qualified divers., £Each
LIC has a crew of two offiners and eleven enlisted,

In what was reyardsd as a uuch needed extension of Navy. %

. eapability in Vietnam, Harbop Clearance Teau Oae, in compsny with
LiCel, arrived at Cat lo aboard U33 COLONIAL (I5D-18), While in
Vietnom thoy will bs under the 'opeutiomi control of. COMWW‘ORV.
Equipped with a complote set of salvage, diving, dewatering and
UfY equipsmont, HCT-l and LIL-1 procceded directly to their firet
Jobs Utilising the undervater object locators of two Mske, they'
comnenced a survoy of a section of the Soirap Liver wﬁon [ mck“
had. been reported, This task was urdertaken in preparation for '.

the opsning of the Soirap Shipping channels Nothing was dljs‘co'vl;e&g.

ut another step was completed in rendering the séirap River Iuri |

for shipping. .

HCT=1 will eventually move to a permanent base at Fhu An

outsidae of Sulpon, There they will be lnecorporated dnto what im

beirg prolected as a maritime disaster recovery unit for the .

‘Saigon Harbor and the shipping channels leading into Saigoms '

HCT-1 can be aupplcme‘nted by immediate airlift of equipm.mt‘ and

personnel from Subiec Bay, where speclal packzged componenﬁ of

salvage equipment have boen prupared for air shipment,

R NN
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FOICE

During April, MARKET TIMG units recorded their highest level
of activity sinco activation.of the Coastal Surveilhnco Force on
30 July 1905, Additionally, for the three montih period ending .

1 kay 1966, thu total muubar of vessels inspucted, toarded and
searched was more than twdes the total for the previcus six months,!
The continuing increrse in inspections, boarding and search
operations and other activitics can be diroctly attributed to the
increasing number of MALKLET TIME patrol units and to the oxporienco
gained through nins months of operations, : ;“ b

In addition to regular patrols in the nine patrol areas,
MAKKLT TLlE units participnt.c;d in four concentrated boax:'ding‘ud
_suarch opersgtions during the month.. Diversification cox;tim'xeo
to be the order of day as MAKKET TIME units rendered services to
beleaguered outposts in the form of gunfire a'upport., aashtqd
stricken junks, performed psychological warfare missions and

cerried out two Lydrographic survey operstions.

A N K

THE SHOT IIX/IV

The TEL SUOT patrol concept, bLased on concontr;tion of
MALRKET TIME patrol units in & specific area in anti-cxfiltration
patrols supporting land operations, was applied twice during the _
monthe Operation TEl SHOT III was conducted in support of the U,8, ‘

%or nine month totals of MARKET TIME eperations, see Appendix 11Il.
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Merine operation NEVADA in northern Quang N:zai Province. The
Marins sweep was scheduled for an area between Hiahwa.; One and
the coast, and intelligence sources indicated the possibility of
Viet Cong exfiltration by sea to avoid contacts, To counter this
possibility, surface patrols were ectabliisned between Cipo An Hoa
on the rorth and Din My village on the south, USC LIGAGE (M50-433)
was designsted opcrit.ional commander amd support. ship for the PCF
ard uwrBe Other MALKKET TIMNE units participating were one PCF, with
a reldof crew bertted in Chu Lai, ono L.EB, snd USS VOODFLCKER -
(115€-209)s The parﬁ:l;cipation c;f Coastal Oroups 15 and 16 was Y
. scheduled throuch Viotramese charnels, In addition, VI PGM 6U1, '. §
already in the crus, jJolned the operation on her own initiative, :
TEZ SHOT III commenced on )2 April, At noon the same dq 'Y
surveillance aircraft spotted four junks, each vith ten men aboard,
jroceedirg to sees USCGC FOINT CAUTION vac vectored to the four
boats, but by the t.im she arrived the four boats had been beached
amd deserted, o personnel were spotied in ﬁxo arca, 00,31..1.
Group 15 picked up five suepects loter the remwe day, |
On the evening of 14 April VAN PGM 601 left the area for DaNang :
tut vwes replaced by VIl PCE=10, The FCI filled the gap left when
both the SO and the 10C loft the arvem on 16 4Ayril to replenish,
The PCC, with Coastal Groups 15 and 16, held all tiah'ing t.r.aft'.ic
i inshcre during this period, |
. | Coastal Group 16 saw most of the action durdng Tei S5HOT 111,
Early in the morning of 16 April Coastal cfoup 16 'unit's detected .
& Jjunk crossing a narrow estuzry in the vicinity of their baa;.

o
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CONFIDEN(TAL
The Coastal Group 16 advisor immedlately requosted illunimtion
from USCUC FOING WFICOME, who responded wibh 16 vounds of ¢lme

nortar flares, Coastal Croup 16 and the Junk exchanged small

aris and autonatic woapons fire, dno Viet Con; was killed during

the action amd une carbine and four grenades captured, One Junkman
was wounded, later the saue day, Coastal Croup 16, searching n.eu'l
the Sa Ky River, discovered a quantity of steel plate and somo courn
.not mtive to the arca, The possibility thut these items had

been infiltrated was good and eont inued radayr survoilh;xco wes
recormended,

During the operation Cosstal Group 16 alse transported 1500
refugecs from vhe operstion area to & secure village, 7The refugees
- were to be returned to thoir native srea vhen it had been sccured, |

|/ Ty SHOT III vas termineted oa 18 Aprils Yhen compared with
previous similar operations, the outstanding participation of the
Vietnuncse Yavy cmerged as the hignlight, lequests initiated for .
Coastal Croup participetion zet wilh an dnmedirte response from
Vietnamese havy lHosdquarters in Jaigon to the First Coastal Zone'
Canranders Tho subsoguent Coastal Group'put.icipﬂ.tion in the a
oporation was exceilent, In addition, the two Fleet Coumand shipe
providad able assistance on-their vwn initiative, '

'/ '{LE SHOT 1V coxmenced on <4 April in support of Overation
MSTIN novthanst of Than Thist, MAREET TDM unite in arons five
aid six had beon dnstructed to intensify close~in scarch starting
18 April, but Tik 5HOT 1V did not got wderway until tha Firet
Brigade of the 10lst Airtorne b;lvieion moved close to. the coast,

u CONFIDENTY 4 r,f'
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Patrol units included USS IMPLICIT (¥SO-455), USS PERSISTENT
(HO0=491) and WHCGC POINT PARTHIDCE, Coratal Orbup 28 ab
Phan Thiot. was integrated into the oporation aftor a cohrorenco
on board LFLICIT on 2 April. |
_ Intensive close-in boarding and search was conductod from
Fhan Thiet on the south northward to Long Hung village, un thc
25th IMPLICIT detained six suspocts clothed in AkVlietypo ntis\;u.
They rad 4n theodr possossion two U.S. Mark 20 gremades and a large
bax containing U.S. 3osue helmets, knives and ancrunition, ‘l‘ho
suspects wore doternmined to be Popular Forco desbrters and were
turned over to Coustoi Group 28, As therv was nothing eles
suspicious on the Lwat, tlu; mastor and thu remainder of the
passengers wero releasui aid allawed to pioceed,

In a second incident on the evening of 25 Aperil, PERSISTENT
fired warning shots at an evading junk with no initial .x-caponso.
Vhen additional shots were fired cloooe aboard, tho Junk rqvorwd
course snd came alongside FERSISTHENT for .i'nopoction. Search
revoaled nothing suspicious, and the junk was released, Une suopoct
without papers was dectained and turned over to Coastal uraup 28.

During the three desys of T:E SHOT‘IV. 810 Junks were .

“boarded and 104 suspects wers turned over to Coastal Group 28,
The operation was terminated on 21 April, ‘ |

*SEERS
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VI ROUMDUP I1I/IV

Two joint Vistnamese Navy/MARKET TIME unit ROUNDUP operations,
botlh of one day duration, wers corducted during Aprile The ROULDUP
concept employs a concentrated search and detection of Sunks in &
specific axea, with tlm junks directed by the delocting unit to one
or mare shirs desigusted as check points vhere they are soarched,
The opurations are of brief duration,

ViN ROUKDUP III was conducted on 7 Aprile The oporation
utilized two PCFs ami two WPEs from NARKET TIME patrols, the
Viotuwuvse Mavy Fleet Counand ships FOM, 611 and M3SC 114, and the
Junks of Coastal Groups 44 and 4S5, The concentrated boarding
operation area extended from thoe la Bay to foint. liun Dot in the
Gulf of Thailand, MNAKKLT TilML unit.o{ were directed to maoinutain a.
high spced ba:rier patrol, directing all units detected to the VNN
s'riips Zor .'u:ap;ction. The Coastal Group junks were to conduct .
close=in boarding and search, :

Zarly in the morning of 7 April, Coastal Group 45 unite
reccived heavy small arms fire fiom the beach. . USCGC POINT MART ‘
responded to Coastal Group 45's call for assiotance, strafing the
baach vith (59 ecslibor macnine gun fire. Permission for naval

guniire wau requested and received from the province chief, and & L‘

(
4

Forward Air Controller dispatched to the scene, Targets were
designitod as a Vist Cong troop concentration and bunkers. From
1200 to 1400 CSCGC PUINT COliOkT anmd USCGC FOINT MAST delivered

bk
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135 rounds of Elrm mortar fire into the area, Fourteon Viet Cong
' tunkers or shelters were destroyed and tw; Viet Conz confirmed !
-killed, : |
, 336 Jjunks ard sampans were searched during the operation,
with no detection or. susplcious junks or persons, The operation
was cvhuatcd as well plamned and well executed,
VN HKOURDUR TV wan hold In tho nam panearal area in the
Cult of Thetiland, this time extending from Point Nai to Cape Do
1a. The same tactics were employed as hefore, with three PCis
ard two VPl providing tho outer barrier, VN LSIL 225 end PG
60l the searching units, 'and Coastal Group 45 the elose-in patiol. .
The operation eommonced on 21 April and was t.om_lmtd the
following day. No junk concentrations and no suspicioue conucto'
were dotcctod, It do bolieved that bad weather curtailed most of
. the ‘unk and sampan traffic., Evaluation of the operation u.u not
poseible due to the bad weather snd the low number of ;onuct.o.
Coordination of forces was rogarded as good,

L X X X X
SUFPOLT OF SFLCIAL FOICES

On three occasions during Aprii. HAKKET TIME units and
Vistiamese Navy units eceme to the assistance of Viotnamose Special
Forcus and their U.S. Advisors operating north of An Thol on Phu
Quoc Island 4n the Gulf of Thailand, On 11 April, a Speeial Porces
patrol with two U.S. advisors reported it was surrounded by two'
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platoons of Viet Cong, and made an urgent call for gunfire support.
USCGC POINT MAST, two PCFs, VUK FGM 604, and Coustal Group 46
resnonded, ¥Whils the sea pl.'z.t.rol ships provided 8Luu mortar cnd.

50 caliber machine gun fire, Coastsl Group 4O evacuated the
beloszuored unit. |

On 18 Apell, the Speedal Ferces ind u‘:st.ahlisl‘:ed a tage cemp '
north of An Thoi on t}xo westesn shord of v Guoc Islamd, oCF 10
had been dispatchod to the arva Lo supply thu camp with additional

avmunitlon vith Coastal Croup 41 in cowmpany to assiot &n Lhe hnpply
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mianion, Early in ths evening tl'xe upecial Forces reporiod they
were "uidor etteck by an undetermdned punber of Vist Conge FUF)O
and VAN LSIL 225 soon arrived on the Acew. providing gﬁnfiﬁ
rupport erd Elma mortar flare illuulimtions The Viet Conp soon
broks off contact ard the Special Forces wure able o maintaln
their operating base, Coastal Group 46 then transported the
aumunition to the beach, k)

Tho £inal support mission camo on 20 April, when the Speelal
Forceu, in the same area as betore, reported they were ourroutgdéd
and unler hoavy Viet Cong fire. USCGC POINT MAST was again the
first unit on the scene, arriving in the varly afternoon and
saturating the Viet Cong concentration with 8l:m mortar fire.
FPOINT MAST wsolusted in holding off the Viet Cong attack throughout
the afternoons Upon arrival of Coastal Group 46, the 3psciul

Forces wore sevacuated,

LA R K N
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PCFs .

Twonty new PCH arrived ine-country during April in the
dargest monthly influx of these units. PCFs 34 = 41 arrived in
Cam Lanh Bay on 2 April und the following dey made the 170 adle
transit to Vung Teu to become part of Division 103, PCFs 42 ~ 48
arrived in Can hanb Bay on 17 April, followed by PCFs 49 = 54 on
the 27th,

PCF Division 104, with thirteen PCFs, was activated at Com |

ianh day on 12 April, bringing to four ¢hs number of divisions
row c;poru\.ioxml. Othisr divisions include 101 ab An Thoi vﬂ.l{

soven hoats, 102 at Dalang with ten Loats, and 103 at Cat Lo with

thirteen Loatse Lhlle base facilities are umder construction at |
i g - e 4o esiew o = raiasiana

Cam Ranh Bay, berthing and support facilities aie locatud aboard
o ¢ = 2.0 :
an AL, & non~self propelled burracks ship, anchored in Cam ikanh

Bays Approxinalely one hall tho spacus aboaid the APL have been
rodifled to provide repair shops and other support facilivive,

R , o

PCF WIDLOGRAFHNIC SULVEY OPERATIONS

¥Crs of Divialon 103 at Cst 1o corducted two hydrographie
sW'vey operat.:l.?m duwring Aprid to provide data Jfor josslble
Juture amphiblous oporations. The 1'1:1?.' suwvey, conducted in
treachorous shallows near the mouvhe of the Cua Dai amd Cua Tieu
Rivers, proved to be more eventiul than ¢xpecteds AL 1500, while
taking soundings near the Cua Tisu chennel, the two PCFs camo .
under fire from Viet Cong positions on the beach, ‘The tvo units .- .
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. returned the fire ard \dthdrew to a safor position, calling for

air support frou the USS TOLTUGA five team, The fire team woe

dispatched to the scene, dollvering e strike and suppressing the

fire, The survey vas then reswaed,

istor in the afternvon the two units vent aground briefly

while surveying in the lurge shellow rogzion south of the Cus Dd.) :

liiver mouths A thiyd PCF in the urea »as called in case support
wsg uscossarye Howover the two FCFs soom were afloat, having
guliered no damge, Operations were couplsted by nightfall,

on 26 Aprll; 4 sccond opcration was conducted onr the Thi Val

idver, starting in vhe dung Sat Speelal Zeme 2t & i‘>r‘in!; fourteen

wiles north of Vung Tuue - The TULTUCA flre Seon candueted o
veconunalssance flight prior to the .nrr.lv.-*.l of t.lb two ICFs, The
gice teun thon renained on cali®in the ares thmuaho\;t the survey,
Tue opuration was completed that afternoon uithout incident, '

LB X K N J
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RIVER PATHOL FORCE

Operation GAME WARDEN entered its fledgling stages during
April as the first PITs beecams operstional end pstroled the waters
of the lung Sat Specdal Zone, As the new crevio received ores \
indoctrination and training, construetics of now bases in the
lekone Delte srea continued in preparation for the arrival of the

1irst petrol units during the forthconming months. !

* o %
JACK STAY FOI1OW=UP/L.5SZ PATIOLS

The departure of the Saventh Fleet Marine Amphibious Porce
fram the Duny 8at 8pecial Zems on 7 ppril sipnalled the .t.ermimuor'a :
ol Opavat Yo JAR 2PAYL NGty auccnnaful tn teywe of c-qumi'ﬁ)ut
ard faedlitios cupturzd or dostx;oycd. JACK STAY also resulted in
£3 Vviet Cong kill'ad. The likelihood \.\'ao' great tmt.'\uet Cong‘
forc¢2s &n the area would atte'n.pt to ro=infiltrate into tho hung
3zt “pecial Zere und cstablieh once apain thoir secure bases.

To counter this possibility by denying the Viet Cong use of
the ::L;jor vebterways in the P\mg.sn Special Zone, the river patrols
catablishcd durdng JACY STAY vere medntained sftor completion of Y N
thie operstions The ten petrol .otations were to be marned by five
“Te ¢ndi “our CFs. Two ICPls, the UH-1B fire team, and the liSEs

vere Lo assist, The YRils woere schedulad to phase 4n when operationally

Ifor concupt ol Operation GAIE WALDIL, see Naval /dvisory Group,
¥iC\y, Historical Peview, Docenber 1965, pe 7o o
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- ready. ' Vietnamase Navy assistanco was also requested, Operational

control was to be exercised bty CTG 116.2 at Nha Be, On 6 April,

T Tt }'~:the .CIT .15 units chopped to opsrational control of C1G 116,2, and

" commeneed patrol,

On 8 April, Vietnamese Mavy units relieved two stations,
fresinz ons “WPB and ons PCF for MALKST TIME patrol, River Assault
Oroup units, consisting of one commaniment, one TOK and one moniter,
essumed patrols on the upper Soirap River, - Other VNN unite patrolled -
the cartorn rercihh of the Vameo River and the Dong Tranh fiiver, |

| On 8 April, the PERs of River Patrol Section 541 commenced
orivntation patrols with the PCFs and WPBs on the Loﬁg, Tau River
stations. On 15 April, the PERs reported they sere ready to assume
eny two stations, On the following day, the PRRs commenced patrol,
resulting in two PCFs and two WPBs released for HALKET TIME operationss
This rasulted in seven stations menned continually by United States
" units: two by PBERs, three by WPEs anc; two by PCFss PBERs occupied
ore additional station vacat;d by Vietnamese Navy units on 16
April,

The Soirap Kiver patrol sintions continued to wmeot with
success as the Viet Cong psrsisted in thedr attompts to utilise
this waterway., On 17 April, FCF 23 illuminated a contact attempting
to cross the Soirap hiver just morth of the Vam Sat River uogt.li. :
The sampan maintained speed and opened fire with small armps Four
people in the sampan jumped overboard as JCF '23 returned the fire,
The sampan was taken in tow but ou.buqu-nuy sank. Ghore fire

prevonted a econtinued soarch of the area,
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At approximately the sams location on 16 March, USCUC POINT
FATIIDGL detegted a sampan w.l.t.fx two pooples ombarked attempting
to eross into the kung Sat Spocial Zoms, Whon POINT PARTRIDGE
a‘pprc:ched to investigate, tha sampan openod fire with small arms,
The fire was roturned with one Viet Cong killed and the ot.hex; '
capturcd, Also cepturcd wers one carbine, tluee grencdes, rice,
papers, tobacco, and tea,

Tho coffectivenvss of the 3oirap lilver patrols cun nlco'be
measured in terms of the stepped-up harrassment of patral units,

On numerous occasions during the month the boats came under

mderate to heavy small arms and eutomtio woapons fire from the -

tanks, Most of the hurassing fire was received in the section

near the rmouth of the Vam Sat River, a known infiltration route
terminal and the scens of considerable action during March amd

April, Store fire wes also received on two occasions near the

mouth of the Sodrap River,

Meanwhile the Long Tau River patrol stations continued
relatively 'q\_;iet. Intelligence rerorts during the nonth indie
catud a partial shift in Viet Cong infiltration patterns into
the hung Sat Ypacial Zone, vith traffic entering .l'mm tho east,
or.ly,j.,nat...in.z In Viet Cong strongholds in Phuoo Tuy lMiovince,
Howover, no evidence of this was uncovered by the Long Tau River
patrols, One reason for this may exist inthe fact that the long
Tau River, with its narrow, sinuous channel, precents a much more
difficult patroi area than the wide, straight Soirap River. Vith
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' 't'l.zo exception of the wide section near the mouth at Ganh Lali Pay,
transit across the Long Tau can be accomplished quickly, making
detection difficult, |

X R RN
UH=lB FIRE TiAMS

Tho Long Teu River [ire teams, Lwo dotaclusnts of Uli=1n
helicopters, made & eignificant contribition during Aprils The
£irst toam, which had oporated from USS BSLLE GROVE (LSDe2)
during JACK STAY, switched over to USS TORTUGA (LSD=25) when ghe
relieved BSLLE CLOVE on 19 April. It was ;joined by a seccord

"‘\'———-——‘
dotaclment abourd. USS FLOYD COUNTY (LsT=762) on )2 Aprils Throughe
out the month.they supported the Long Tau and Soiﬁp patrol stations
aend the SEAL ambushes, On 22 April “hey ecame to the suppox@ Iot two
PCFs wiich had grounded while conducting survey operations at the
mouth of the Qaa"l'ieu hiver, The t.ime]y.arrival of the fire teams
suppressed shore fire pho boats were receiving, ’

" late in the alternoon of 29 April, ths fire teams made their
moat successful strike., lumerous camoufluged sampans were spotted
on & narrow waterway on the Long Thanh Peninsula Just west of Cen
Gio village., Despite moderate ground fire, continual strikes |
were flown u'ntil darkness pracluded further eccurate fire, During
the action, ton sampans wers confirmed destroyed with an additional
one damaged, Two Viet Cong were confirmed killed,

ZX XX}
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SEAL TEAN
SLAL Team 1, Detachment Delta, opt;rating from tha Be, staged
anbushes in the Fung Sat Speclal Zons at two end throe day intervals ' ;-

throughout the month, Ambush sites were often based on intelligence .

data obtained by aircraft equipped with infra-red (lied Hud) dotoc}
tion devices, The toams were 1m‘ort.od by ICPls, ard lupporud.by ,
river patrol boats and the UH=1B fire teaus,

Lxeept for one successful ambush during JACK STAY, the SEAL
toam orforts had beon fradtloss during the Lirat half of Aprile '
To be succesuful, & complot.ely clandestine atmosphere 'h.‘nq\xix‘o‘d.
yot such an atmosphore did not exist. The SiALs were being .loadod :

- into the LCPLs at Nha Do, in full view of the civilian population, .

The liko}ihood of Viet Cong informers wes high, as wes the probee
bility of thelr knowledpe of the ShAL missions The possibility

of coamunico'z.tion with Viet Cong in the hung Sat 3pec141 Zone also
existed, To counter this, it was decided to break the cstablishod

forty=eight hour anbush cycls and wait one extra da:y. In sddition ] \\.
the SEAL teem equipment was to be loanded ‘ont.o theICPls at Nm De, \ \
tut the SEALs themselves were to procecd to Saigon by vehicle to \ .
rendezvous with the LCPla. This plan was put into effect the . il

night of 18 April, vhen the ambush team got undervay from Saigon. & .w\;

tarly the morning of 19 April the amitush tcam made contact .
vith a aonpan vidth thres occupants, It was takon under fire and
‘sunky with the three occupants reported killod, JImmodiately after

the action the SEAL team vdithdrew,
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On 13 April, a problem area of unilateral clandestins

operations came to light, That night the SEAL ambush took a '
pampan wilh & n‘tlnp,la‘occnywt undep H.M,‘ kt1ng him awd then
rocovoring the body, The Lody was teken to Nha Do and identie
fied as that of a {riendly Vietnamese intelligence cgent working
in the Itung Sat Bpecial Zone, In an attempt to rectify this -
problem, tae Jung Sat Special Zone advisors held discussions
vith thelir Vietnunese countorparts., It wano rcpoxtuq that the
Vietnamoso scalously guard their intelligoncs operating procedures
and would not ieveal to their counterparts the arsas of operetion

of their ngents. They would continue, hovever, to discloss the

‘location of . hwilonal Foreco and Populesr Force anbuzhes,  The U.Se

¥avy has been equally secretive with their Vietnomcse counterparts

concorning SLAL ambush sites, feeling that revelation of tue sites
to thio Yictnamevo would inerease chances of compronise. 1t was
concluded thet there wvas no way of n.voiding thic possibls intere .
feronce if the safoty of Qw SLAL team vnp to be maintainod; and
thet the chances of future such aceidontal wsbushes wue highly
tomote, 1t was daclded to continue to exclude the Vietnanese

from information regarding clandestine ambush operations,

L 3 B N A 3
CURFEW PROBLLM

Another problem, this one of & continuing mture, received
tragic emphasis during the month, Doth GAME VAKDEN and MANKIET

3 .
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TDIE units are charged with assisting in curfew enforeccuent in

~ their patrol areas. Curfew effectiveness depends heavily on

prozulgation at ‘the villege and district level, and thus veries
fron area to areﬁ. Ons of the most thoroupgh curfew praulgations
w9 made in tho kung Sat Speecinl 2one prior to JACK STAY, There, -
leallet drops, loudspenker announcements from aireraft, and :
notification at the local level were made, but even then serious
problens arose. |
The night of 11 April the iong Tau Fire Teem spotted seven
sampans in a restricted sono on Ganh Rai Bay near Can Glo village.
The I'ire Team requasted permission to strike the sampans from .
C1G 116,2 &t Nha Be, peceiving, psrmission after the Vietnamege
Navy watch oflicer had made a check with Can Gio District
Heudquarters, M‘tor.complobin[; tho. striko, th.o Fire Teum
reported one sampen sunk and two demaged and one confirmed
killed. Two hours after the incident it was discoversd by the
Can Gio advisors that the remaindor of the boats had returned .
to Can Cio and that they were friendly fishermen. Two youths
had been killed, |
Although fully avare of the curfew regulations, the village
chief had granted pormission for the people to fish., Subsequent
investigation revozled that the wateh officer at Fha Be had in
fact checked with the assistant district chief, He was ﬁmuan 3
that people were fishing in the area sni had granted permission .
for the strike, Although the curfew restrictions inipose finane
cial hardship on the people by limiting fishing time, their
enforcement is necessary to succeansfully combat nightetime
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infiltration, The ;}r';)blcm lies most heavily vwith enforeemont
et the local and district lsvel « a problem amplified by the .
financisl kickback available to t.ho dishonest village chief who
will turn his head at cﬁrfou violations,

LK 3L N N
MING COUNTERMEASUKI'S/IONG TAU DEFENSE POST

The MSBs and MLMSs continued their daily swecps of the long
Tau Liver. Although no mincs were discovered, elect;ic cables
were pulled up on two occasions, Hull damage suffered by one
boat wxlills coming alongside an ICVP in a svwift current left only
two NSBs operctionally resdy at the end of the wmonth, .

The £irst Long Teu Rivor static defunse post wu‘utublw}od :

tt a point eleven miles southe-scast of Nha Bo during lste April,
Mannod by one fepglomal Force company with two Ul le'-my Ad"ioon’,
conditions at the outpost are very pr:l.mitivi with fxo pernanent
structures yet completed, In addition, all foed and waier zust
be imported, To assist the advisors, the long Teu river petrol
vnits nearest the outpost were supplying frech water a’ the rete
of ten gallons per day until more pszmanent ar.r:.mgemnt.n could
be made, ]

XX XX
PBRe

The PERs of River Section 541 reported ready for operations
on 10 April, ard ths following day ths first operational tests
25 :
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of the new GANE WARDEN units got underwvay. The I'Bii crsws adapted
well to the river atrol situstion, assuning two liung Sat Spocial
Zone patrol stations at the onset and iater in the mont.ﬁ one
-additionsl station, The PERs operated from the Inshore Support
Ship UsS BELLE GiQVE (1SD=-2) until 1§ April, vhen U35 TORTUGA
(15D-26) relisved DELLE GROVE. 'On 27 April the units moved to
Mha Be, opereting from the interim GAM: WARDEN base facilitios

at that location, The uniis wore under the operational cantrol

of CIC 11642 at Nha e, ' s

26 April saw the arrival of an nddiﬁioml twolve P'bks et
Cat loe These units commenced shekedown cruises from the 'béso

&t Cat 15 and. from USS FLOYD COUNTY (1ST=762), who had arrived

in country on 12 April to becoms the second Inshore Suppart Ship,

River Division 5. wes activeted on 27 April abosyd USS TORTUGA
in preparation for the first trarsit into the Nekong Delta in
May. The msw units weﬁ desigreted River Soction 512,

While crew performance during the iuitiald month of Phi
operations was ngardyd as excellent, numerous problem aress
aroseé in the boats themselves, Initial boerding and search
operations indicated that the narrow vinyl beading which served

83 & fe'dor vas not adequate protection vhen bqardine ard searching

lnrger Junks, or when alongside a support ship., This resulted in

dunage to the eide. To correct this, discarded helicopter tires

have been obtajined for use as fenders, Armor plating around the ‘

26
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forwvard gun mount has been removed on all boats. to improve gunner
ard coxswain visibility end conmunications betwsen gunner end
the coxsvain, N-72, one time only anti-tank rockets, are being
carried on all boats as .interim ordnance perding approval and
installation of the lark 18, 4Omm rapid fire grenade launcher,

In another .oi'dnance inprovement, .50 caliber wachine guns are
being installed in place of the after 30 caliber machine puns,
On 17 April, & Maintenance and Enginesring Evaluation
Inspoction Board met on USS TOKTUGA to produce a report on 'thé :

FEha, Thodr conclusions wers h."zrdly optimiatic.' Evalurtion
of scctions of the dmanged PER 33 as well ac other Plis in the

. initia)l phase of active service concluded that the FPBiis prez;ently
show many instances of minimal design philosbphy, partievlarly ‘
rogarding strength, rigidity ard antiecorrosion trestment, It
vas predicted that 1ife expectancy of the boats in.South Esst
Asia would be limited to six months except with high maintenunce

maniours and high spare purts usage,. Construction yrocesses

were evalusted as inadequate, particularly with regard to fibere

elaaa layer bording dn the hulls Tho main propulsion system

(the Jacuzsi pump installation) showed many inedequacies, pgrbi- -
cularly with reference to the reverse gates, 'l‘hc ordratice’ ¥as
regarded as satisfactory. ' | L4

ecommendstions included the serding of a toam of technical

L.iver Patrol Boat (FER) Maintenance end Engineering Evaluation
Insiection, Final Report, 18 April 1966,
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experts in the fields of small bost design, fiberglass sbrication,
and corrosion control to Vietnem to initlste corroctive action, :
It wos elso recomserded that ranufecturer?'s fibcrf.lasa ;;mcoduren'
be thoroughly cxamined. Lecomnendations -far ordnance modifications,
previously discussed os belry efiected, .were included,

1n general, it was observed tict efter one month in scrvice,’
the PH.s shoved evi_.dcnce of premature agipc, erd no Juat_il‘icat.ion l
could be found thot time in service would improve this situation,
Preliminary operations had been in the relativﬁly protected viators
“of tle lung Set Specisl Zone, It wus predicted thet rougher
waters ¢s the PILis start to work £rom the oif-shore support ships
and continued nupjuction to corrosive elenmnto would tako their

toll.
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NAVAL ADVISURY GROUP

An active month for the Viotnsmose Navy and its cdvisors,
Aprid witnessed five Joint U.S./Vietnamese veterborne operations
in addition to numerous unilateral Vietramsae operations. In
the adnwinistrative arens, the reoryonizetion ol the Viatnauese
l';c.vy ap proach:d complew. Wne  Three Deputy Chicfs of Statf have
been proposed for personnel, operations end logistics. Finel -
details are being voraed out prior to eubrission of ti.xc propesal
to the Joind Conoral Stutl for ap;rovale el
' The operating units 4111 be controlled by the Fleet CQrm'anci, '
gubdivided irto five divisions tor sea patrol (FCy PCE), inahore
pstrol (7Gk), river petrol (LSSL, 1SIL), logistics 1ift (15T,

I3k, KU, f.:.L, y0G), minecrait (5C, NS, and ut,. 'rho Cusul
Groups sre wider the operstioml coutrol ol vin lour Cfmt.n]

2one commanders and Lhe Liver Aosault Oroupo \mder the control
]

of the two Riverine Area cornanderse

'Y X XK R

FLIXT oorn-mm

During April iCs, PCis oxd FGle were utinzed princi pally
for ofishore patrol in coordination with Operation MARKET TIME. R,

o ~

1n additlon they were used for otatic defense or pinfire uupport. . i
\ion necdods The 15ILs and LuSLs, although deployed brisfly for .
gea patrol, were utilized priwarily for rivor jetrol and in

support of riverins operationss 1SIL 329 speat most of April es

an epcort for LS4 400, the Vietnanese Navy hospital ship. 1Sils-
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also savw linited use as lozistic 1ift shipe, The )SCs renained

' LN Y

diw)orced from their basic function and were employed prinerily
a3 sua patrol units, ‘

In April cormunding officer performance once epgain 'eam? in
for hcavy eriticism by advisorse Lhile some comranding officers
displayed a high degree of protessional .compet.encg. there still
existed an unacceptable number of officers vhose command porfore
mance vas marginal or unsatisfsctorye. Among some, there existed

an acceptance of inforior perforiance and no passion for improves

mnt.' To attempt to counter this, the Vietnamese lavy CLIX
ani the lleet Coimander have instituted a policy of holding
comnanding officers responsible for poor performance, enforeing

. 4t by removal from commande It is felt that if this policy is +

properly implemunted, and administered consistently ard equitadly,
it chould result in better porformsnce !';y commanding officers.?

The advisory situation imjroved in Jleet Cormand unit.a.';durlng
Aprile Many vacant btillets were filled fd.th new errivals, and 4t
is anticipated that by the erd of May all advisor ldllete W1l
scoin be filled, llost advisors report that commandirg orrieo.u
Fuadily mccopted thelr advices However, there #ti11 existed
isolated crses cf commanding officers who refused i.o sccept any
advice given by an American, .

A eritical situation exists in the continuing -hortu.o of

-l LT o

’Senior Flsot Command Advisors lieport, April 1966, pe. 2.
211’5(1.
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tochnically qualified ;otty officers, ,articulurly in the elec~
tronics ratings. There are some putty officers who display a
high degree of initistive, loadership end professional knowledpe,
perticularly those putty officers who have bocn'cxposod to the
United States Navy, sither through schools or ubosrd a ship of
the Soventh Fleet, However, th.e uodiocre majority continues to

presont a challenge to advisory personnel,.

* ¥ % * ®
DN (UDT)

On 3 April, the Vistnamese Navy LDEN (UDT) with thedr edvisor
depioyed into the Lung Sat Speclal Zone to support the Vietnamege
Marine Corps! deployment during operstion JACK STAY. .On & Aprdl,
suzported by three KAG eraft, they performed river rccqndah‘.l‘cnco 2
missions in thres locations., Landing noar the mouth of small
river tritutaries, they penetrated inland along one bank for i fow |
hundred yuntis, returning to their starting point via the other:
bank, JNo Viet Cong coutact vas experienced

Howover, this type of operation is a rarity for the LDNN,

The 1DXN is seldom used by the Vietnamese lavy, loo,di;\g toa scenee
of frustiration and lethargy which hes lurt the team's morele,
This has been compoundod Ly the lack of & commanding officer,

although ono has been assigned to arrive in the meer tut.uro.'

L B K AN

'Senior LDNN Adviser Report, April 1566, pe Se
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Coastal group ac‘th;itin shovwed an inerezse during April,
partially attributed by advisors to the improved leadership
situstion, Although leadership is still generally evaluzted as
only fair to good, new comranding officers are arriving at som
of tho coastal groups in a continustion of .tho jrosran of provis
ding higher caliber officers, All Cosstal Zone conmnders are i
regarded as good to excellent by their counterparts. In the
Second Coastal Zone the canmandaer and his executive officer are '
sppraised by the senior advisor ac outstanding in all m'e.oeo_&
thedr worke! In the Fourth Coaatgl Zono the commander, on tho
Job only three months, has shown himself to be apgressive in
planning and & strong leader,? This typs of luadership at the
more eanior lovels appears to be starting to filter down to t.ho'
cormanding officers of the irdividual coastel groups. ‘

Crit.ica.J. areas continue to exist, howsver, particularly 1n.

“trained technicul rates, This is subsequantly rofloetod in the

level of equipment and beat maintenance,. Alth&ugh there "'ero
indicutions of Improvemant. at ﬂndividunl conntal uroubu the
gororal pleture is one of relatively littls nainterance until the
equipment will no longer function. .

Critical areas also exist in availability.of cortéd -igpply

items, Those most often eited in advisors reports Arc ‘General :

15enior Naval Cosstal Zone Advisor!s Report, s.«:mo::-ihl Zone,
April 1966, p. 3.

2senior Navel Coastal Zone Advisor's Keport, Fourth Coustal Zone,
April 1966, pe 3 . i
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Motor 71 Series engine parts, electrical spares, blun mortar
anwunition, and, at repair facilities, sac wood for hull repairs.
The requirement for installstion of machine gun mounts on the °

boets continues to be emphasized, The mumuoﬁ proawa is it

in effect, but is progressing very .lowlyo ,

Base defonse continues to be & problem st many of the}morc
remote coastal groupa, One of the more acute defense probloms
e:d.st.'.o’ at An Thoi un Phu Quo‘c ‘Isluril. Although larper than nost,
it is fairly represcntative of many of the bause d;z‘cnu problems,.
Here, base defcase is renorted in a state of constant change due
to civilian contractor vork on the sirfield and base facilities.

At present, two LKericnal Force companics a.ro being utilized o.n
constant day patrol and night ambtushes, l!awo\}er, tho »’zl'otonu
perimcter is so cloge to the base that the base u high].y vulnonbh
to xnox-f.ar attacks To move the perineter out to tho roquired l.,OOO
yerds will roqui.rc additiomsl troops not yet available, Ry
Septenboer, it is expected that 120 addit.iom.l Vistnomoso Navy
personnel will be available to assume scme of the base perimeter
defense ehqru.' Many Junk bases report themselves facod with

the same protlems ‘lack of an adequate dofense porj.met.,er l.M high'
vulnerability to mortar attack,.

As proviously discussed in this 3m&§mry, the Coanstal Force
porforned well in joint operations vdth MALLET TIML and other
UsSe Forces. However, several unimcomsrand operstions, based .on

the planning and initiative of individual commandirg officers,

'IEMO Pe 24
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ara worthy of note. Most of thoso took place in the Third Coastal

Lones On 12 April Coastsl Group 34 took their jJunks into the canals

near Con Loi Village, a tidal areas south of the entrcnece to the
Han luong River in Kien Hoa province, As they procoeded without
resistance into the canal notwork, they found & s;ries of deserted
firing poaitiox.u ard bunkers spaced a2t 30 to 50 yerds ﬂpart along
the canale All were in good repair and constiucted of mud, .
reinforced with wood polos, The ontire area wes nmrked with
"ubroot signa¥ , evidently ao Viet Cong now to the aroa could

find thoir wvaye Two diunel tuol. tanks with a .hou.l cipacity of
1.‘00 gallons and & series of houses and one omall arms workshop
vere destroyed. Lquisment captured incluc}od 11 20my antieaircraflt
rachine un tripods, ons rifle, three pistols, snall arms repair
tools, ansorted ‘anununition and twu sate of gudio equ;lpmmt.

A Joint Coastal OGroup 34/37 patrol pursued a Viet Cong junk
achore oﬂ 16 April, killing one Viet Cony and wounding another
vhile suifering one Junioan killed in sction. In sddition, three
rifles, five grenades, axmunition, one Jjunk and a quantity of i
equimont including uniforms, blankets and mosquito nets were
captured fron the Viet Q\ong. In similar action in the First
Coastal Zone, Constsl Gr;mp 16 engaged the Viet Cong, with one
Viot Cong squad leader confirmed killed and one rifls, five
grenades and 100 rounds of muﬁtion cuptureds There were no
friondly casualtive, '

LK B R
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RIVER ASSAULT GROUPS

lumorous ornll scale rivorine oporationes utillzing Kiver

Asnault Group boists and Vietnamese Aray troops were comducted

during Apriles Although no iargo or conclusive victories resulted,
riverine operations continued to be & vital elemont in counter-

¢uerilla warfare, In addition, the KAGs wore utilized in yiver

patrol on the Lkung Sct Speclal Zone watervays and on the llekong

Delta vstuaries nsar Can Tho and i{y Thoe |
On 16 April, a River Asssult Group river patrol, operating
near tlue mouth of the Cua Dai lidver, surprised a Viet Corg
extortion ;roup operating from threo ‘motorized ~,iunks. The group
fled {rom Lholr Junks as tﬁe patro} closed them, leaving behind :
their junks and sevesal sowing anchines., Vidt Cong cicualties
were nobt reporveds The three Junks were taken Into cuatody.

* During April, the nino River Asssult Groups reported thelr

167 boats in a gonerally good state of repair, The main problems

are contered in electrical and electronics maintenance, although
two [iGe report soms engine maintenance difficulties, An addie
tional twenty-nine boats are attached to the River Transport :

- uscort Group, assigned to protect river supply convoys enroute

to outlying posts, An additional fifteen Loats are maintained

28 & reserve, -

Two opsraiionsl problem arcas were noted by advisors during

April. Mine consciousness, a vital factor in riverine operatidh,s,

3%
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still seens to be lacking. Only vhen intelligence reports indicate

. the possibility o'f mining do RAG personnel give t;hought. to the ‘
required countermeasures. A second problem ared is in utilisation
of £he RAGs. Although they are being used propérly, they are not
being utilised to thelr fullest potential by Arny Counanderss

X BN
SHIPYAKD AND SUPPLY CENTIR

The shipyerd advisor peports that obips continually sulmit
work requests for ¢rivia. The Shipyard Phnnim; Officer rcjoch
as many of these request: as possible, tut in miny S.natmen he .

is forced by higher mt.hority to accept these Jobl.' This is &
. direct reflcction of the eontinuing refusal of most ships to make
thelr own pepairme Flnet Command 4s in thv proceu of m-muun;
a program whereby the Fleet (:qmms.nd Meintenance Officer will reject
those Jobs within the capacity of the 4rdividual chips, & progras
long needed 1n the Vietnameos Navy.z : 4
The 1oaistic 1ift unit of Floet Command conducted 36 pERs )
missions during April in aupport. of Coastal Graupo and [AC basese
The cupability and performance of the 1ogist£c 141t ehips was
generally considered to be adequate. A reorganisetion of the
logistics Department and overhaul of the deuyery systen is undc

studye

1senior Shipyard Advisors Report, April 1966, Pe be
23enior Flset Command Advisors Report, April 1966. Pe 3.
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In the Supply Center, procedures for a systemtic review of
a1l stock record cards for the pur;xss of replenishment of stocks
has been successfully impleriantods The procedures call for a
review of certain federal stock number classes ecch week to be
complsted on a quarterly basis. It is hoped this will eliminate
the hit ard miss proecedure of inexperienced stock clerks making
the decielonn as to when to place roploninhient orders, This
shou Ll ra.:lAuce tha occurrances of on~hund halances being reduced !

to zero belore & replenishment order is pJacod.'

% 3% 4t o @

VILTNANMEGE MARING CORPS

The First Battalion of the Vietramese Marines expericnced
a high level of canbat activity during April. From 5 to 11 April
they vare d'aplo,vad to the Dalang Alrfield as purt of Taszk Force
Alfae On 1L April, the First Iinttalion was airlifted to Quang
Nead o participaie in Operation KEVADA, a jJoint U.S./Vietnamose
operst.ion,. Under opsrational control of the 2nd ARVYN Division, i
" the .Fimt Cattalion accounted for five Viet Cong killed prior to
terrinstion of the operation on 18 Apx‘il.' n 21 April they swept
back into actlion, this time with the Vietnamese Fifth Airlorne
Dattalion, On a two day search and destroy operation near Quang |
Nzei, 150 Viot Corg vere confirmed killed with advisors estimating
another 300 killed by ertillery., In addition, ons Elrm mortar,
four 75:m1 recoilless rifles, small arms and ;quipnent were |

captured, Five Marincs wore killed in action and 30 Marines were

1seniar Supply Center Advisor Report, April 1966, p. l.
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woundeds The First Battalion remeined in Quang Ngal on statie
gecurity for the ma.tndo; of ths month,

Tha Second and Third Batbauénp wore also doployed to DaNang
Air{ield because of political unrest in tﬁat. erca, They remained
there until 12 April, theu returmed to their tese camp in Saigon.
For the duzation of April, they were on security in the Cepital
Mllitary Re-‘;,ion. corducting onu veurch and desiroy operation south
of Jui; nlle ' »

The Fourth and Fifth Battallong particl;atod .‘.!n Oparation
. JACK STAY from 3 Lo O Aprile. The Fourth Battalion wau deployed
ty helicopters to the Long Lanh Pendnoula, twice making contact
with the enemys Two Viet Cong were confirmed hilled, ona wounded
and one weapon capturods There were no Marine casualtles, The
Fifth Battalion conducted a serivs of 1‘0&‘ amphibicus landings,
utilizing VAN KAG crait, in the vicinity of An Thit Village,
Thero was no contact with the enemye The Fourth snd Fiflh Dattae
Vong spont the pamnduder of the wmonth In the Capital Miditesy
Legione  Horo thuy sceounbed Lor Lwo Viet Cong k3lled, seven smald

arms captured and a quantity of food ami equlumnl captured and

destroyed dwing onws scerch and deslroy oporetlion and orge daylight

anbusie . .

During one operation south of Saigon on the Cul Village
River, the Marines utilized the r{ew Dong Ngal boats to transport .-'
s battellon acrosa rivers aid down streais, The Dong udn.l.

boat is fourtosn feet long, of fiberglass construction, with 'li

38
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draft of 26 inches fully loaded, It is powered by a forty
horsepovor outboard engine and is copuble of carrying oipht
"conbut loaded Marines ut a cpeed of 20 knots, At present, there
is ono boat platoon of 50 boaute ready for use, The speed, ..
capecity, and handling capabilities were evaluated &s excellent “
and it 4s likely that futwe oporatione in the Kurg Sat Special
Zone and sinmilar eroas will involve the use of Dong Kgal b#nt.l‘l,'

Unit worale witin the VAIC remained high during April, and :
its_ leadership was knowledgable ard effective, The majority of
operations were exccuted with enthusiasm end a good grasp of
tactics, elthough coordinution and contiol in dunse Jungle wd
tvand aroan left somsthing to L doniyed,”

I R RN
PSYCIOIOGICAL VARFALL ACTIVITILS

The Vistnamese Navy Hospital Ship Hat Glang (LiMH 4UJ) deployed
on 20 April for the liskong Dolta, From 23 April to 27 April she
operated ot Long Phu Distriet (Coastal Group 36) .in Be duyen pro= |
vinee; nnd from 20 April to 30 April ot Tra On Distidct, Vini Pinh
Irovinces Approximately 1000 people recviveld msdical treatment
and 175 people were administored dental care. Civic action raterial
vas distributed to 450 nesdy farilies in both arcas. In addition,

a Cultural Platoon was embarked to give perforruncos of folk dances

!

Iseuior Marine Advisor Monthly Historical Sumiary, April 1966,
Pe 3.
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ard nusic, Two Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) broadecasts were conducteds
The ohip 45 due to rezain 4n the Dolta until the widdle of May,
roturn to Saigon for a ten day rest ond replenisiuent, and then
return to continue its civic action jrograms.

Over 22 tons of eivie action materials were received during
April from CALE, Catholde Kelisf Society end USAID for further
distribution to units in tho Lield for their eivic sction 'projecto.',
This quentity is somcwhat lower then in previous ronths due to
the inability of ships cerryins the material to get into Saigon
to offload, It is znticipated that thot;o ships vill stort off-
ioading a bout the first woek in May,

4 corbined Medical/Payher/Civie Action Teaun vorked st Tan
Thon Hicp dn the Lung Set Spocial Zono from 2 April to 6 April
in support of Vietramese Mrrines pertieireting in Operation JACK
STAY. Approximately seven tha of civic sction moturdsls were |
distrituted to the needy in the village and 175 porsons received
medical troatment, Another combined civic action/psywar team
was ocheduled to 1y to Tuy Hoa/Song Cau to continue vork at the
refugee settlomsnt, but the trip was cancelled when transportation
beeane unavailable aftey thq mortaring of Tan Son MNhut Adrfield, :
A teem 48 scheduled to visit the cettlement during May,

Ono child from the Tung 8nt Spocinl Zora and two from Sailgon

hed duccéasml -eleft lip operations amd tvwo children proviously

1500 Appondix II for a broakdown of the distribmution of civic
action and Psyliar mterialsa,

40
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operated on for cleft 14p had succossful palute oporations. The

father of a fourteen yoar 0ld girl opouted on for corebral pelsy

4n January reported that his daughter 1- now walking very wcn.

Ines special project in conjuction with JUSPAO, tho VNN

Psyliar Dureau produced 10,000 special posters depicting the nevw

¢
kung Sat Special Zone and long Tau River security regulations.

Theee wore distributed to the lung Snt Speeial Zone and the four

swrrounding provj.ncao for postinge.

RN XN
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CONFINENTYAT ' ‘
APPENDIX I

‘Status, Responsibilities and Tasks of Comrander U. S, Naval
Forces, Vietnam, CINCPACFIT INST.UCTION 5440.11

Fef: (2) JCS Puwd 2
(b) General Order 19

3o Puppones To defipa the Lerms of reference for Comnsrder U,
Naval Forces, Vietnam (CONMAVIOLV) a8 & uni-sorvice cu:wmidcr.
4, Cominnd and Oporutional Control, (As defined in paragraph
30201 and 30202 of reference (a))1.

& Commander U,S, Naval Forces, Vietnan is undor the operationpl :
control (OPCON) of Coumander Y.3., Military Assistance ‘Comam.‘ Vietnan b
and urder the command (less OPCON) of the Commander in cﬁigt'. Ue 8¢
Pacific ¥leet, ' :
by Comarder U.S. Navel Porces, Vietnam exercises OPCON over
Naval Support Activity Dalang, Naval Support Activity Saigon and |
thelr outlying detachmonts, : '

Co (;onmuxler U.Ss Naval Forces, Vietnam comunnds the Naval
Advisory Group, Vietnam,

3. (Coopgraphieal Boundaries, The limits of Commander U.S. Naval

Forces, Viotnam area of -roopoiuibil.ltiu arc the gaograph;cal
boundaries of the Republie of Vietnem and the torrlﬁorhi vaters
thereof, | !

ke Mission, Under the Commander in Clilef U. S. Pacifie Fleet,
Comnander U, 8, Faval Forces, Vietnam shalls
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8. Serve as Naval Component Coumender for Commander U. 8.
Military Assistance Conrand, Viot.nu in accordance with paragraph
3020]. of reference (&),

b, Perform area coordination functions in Vietmn far jnrely
naval matters in accordance with reserence (b). 3

ce Perform such other Kavy functions ard assum auch respon=
sibilities directly connected with Vietiam as may be auighod by
Comnander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet,

'5. Tacks, Cozmander U, S. laval Forces, Vietnam under Commdor

in Chief, U, S, FPacific Flset performs thc following taskss

2, All of tho funclions of Naval Component Commander which ‘*'i":\‘_,
are described in paragraph 30232 of reference '(o.) and vhich are a g '
responsibility of & component commander to his service chief 1.0.,&{
cormurications, internal disciplins, training (readiness) tact!r.ca';:*
service intelligonce, and logistic functions normal to the eonltpq-»
nent except as otherwise noted, :

b, Naval communicatiam ard the eoordina.t.ion thcroor, vhere
necoasary, with the cmuopxhlo \miﬂod corvuand ahaln,

¢oe Flan tur and cam'dimu_ naval Lase developuwnt planning :
with LN, ] |

d. Plan for, program, construet: and operate port-/seach,
facilities, depots and ancillary facilities including roads. and
bridzes in I Corps Tactical Zone which are not dineluded within
the boundaries of an inaunntion funded for and operated by

another component comaander,
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. Act as the eingle point of contact for Cozmander U. 8. B

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam on all naval matters less

alr and anphibious planning/coordination »dth Commander SEVENTH

Flset and less matters relating to employment of III MAF. '
£o Provide NMCB support to I1I MAF, )

i
)

aral\s~ T“l‘.\v TrAY

eadl
v

e o o . A Pt 5 20 Tt s,

s APt e, B et




ApPi0IX 31 : b

"Civic Action and PeyWar Material distrituted during Aprils

1. 27,5 tons of welfare matsrial were made available for diotrie
tution by Vietnunese and U.8, persommel,

2, Over one ton of material was distribtuted to the families of

v rmrnqnnol who had their homes deatroyed by fire in Bdkm] ; )

and over 4 ton wue distributed to special VHN dopundent wlt‘mA
cascs, ' A

3. 7.5 tons wae distributed to Rung Sat Special Zons Headquarters
for use in their civic action program,.

L; 3¢5 tons was glven to U3, construction lnttaiion toams for

wse with rf;fugou at Tay Ninh, |

S5 .15 tons of wulfare material and 1200 pounds Qr madicine wore

sent with ISIH 400 on its doployment to the Mekong Delta.

6. The Psylar Dureau issucd 22,900 megazines, 52,400 postu"o, and
91,500 leaflets to Vietnamese and U.S. units for further distribution,
7. 40,000 safe~corduct passes wore issusd for use during dpout!.on 4
JACK STAT,

8, 100 Vietmamese-English language books were diltri;buhd for use

by MARKET TDE units in their language teaching anmd learning

Prograne i £
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Totals for First Nine Months of MARKLT TIMks

APPEYNDIX 11X

Y

TOTAL FOR FIRST SIX MONTH P:RIOD ENDING 31 JAN 1966

: BOAXDED & 3
DATE INCPECTED  SHARCHND TOTAL  JUNXS DETAINED  PRES DETAINED
31 Jan 66 255766 W18 29,948 UNKNOWN 933
TOTAL FOR THREER MONTH PEAICD ENDING 1 MAY ) :
6 Feb 66 2,048 1,893 3,91 3% 126
13 Fob 66 1455 LW 2,569 9 72
0 Feb 66 2,135 2,067 k202 6 )
27 Peb 66 2,400 1,95 4315 8 8.
6uar 66 2,726 2,456 5,262 ° 21 204
13 ¥ar 66 2,917 2,429  ky346 20 133
20 Mar 66 2,57 B 5,M8 5 w2
27 Yar 66 2,067 2,649 by916 6 %
3 Apr 66 2,141 2,206 by 347 9 72
0 A 66 2,557 3,00 5,651 13 123
17 Apr 66 3,665 - 3,503 7,168 . 15 113
2 A 66 2,€2} 3,388 6,212 27 n
1May 66 3,956 - 5,067 9,023 12 06
32,465 35,552 68,017 269 1,560
TOTAL FOR NTNA 'nomn PERIOD ENDING ) MAY 1966
58,229 49,736 107,95 2,49
8 May 66 3,071 3,460 6,531 »
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AFFENDIX IV

Sunmary of personnel dn Naval Advisory Group, C17 115 and CTF 116

NAVFORY
NAVADVGRP
GAME WARDEN

MALAKY TINE

(# = Estimte based on type allawanéc)

!

On Poard  Jotal
9 .19
ThS 245
Base and Support -
Boats, Staff - 196
p bk
1ST/1SD = 356 + 356
GAME VARDEN TOTAL = 640 - 640
Ruse ardSupport « 229
FCFe, Doatlion « 573
£o2 802
5 DR € 173 - 665
6r30¢C 62-= 372
11566 33« 33
2AhLE Th - LLS
1Y ¢. 60« 60
LALC 190 - 1
R‘Z% * 1668 *.
Coast Cuard 425
VPl B
VARKET TIME TOTAL = 3030 3030

TOTAL NAVADVGRP, TF 115, TF 116 = 494

UNCLASSIEIED
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SECRET SUPPLEMINT S
USCGC FOXMT COMFORT/Cambodisn PT Boat Incident

The evening of 22 April USCGC POIIT COMFULT wes on 8 Mtho
patrol in erea rine in the proximity of Hon Son, a small island ‘
close to the Cambodien Doidere AL about 2100 POLi; COMFOLT
inspected junks snchored neer the islad, Impccti.ou‘r.ovulod
these to be Vietnamess Navy junkss Vhile proceeding to chosk -
several otlier Junks in the same area sho visually dot.cctod what : "
appeared to Lo a bov wave of an appr oachina surfnee unit, A
definite radar contect was picked up at a nng,o of four pilu
closing POINT coxuowr on a rociprocn.l COuUl's0, M‘uﬂr'lt. this was
thought to be anot.her Vietnamose Navy unit, ) .
At 2123 FOINT CQMFORT received a flashing light challonge
"AAY, causing POINT COLFOXT to re-evaluate the contact as a
possible Vistnamesc Navy Fleet Commard ulfxip (Victmmeu Navy
. Junks have no eignal gear, and Fleot Cormand ships often substie
tute the international "AAY challenge for the standard VENASK o
recognition signals)e As the two vessels passed aboan at " range 3
of 1000 yards, POLMY CONFOLT challenged using the standard IBAUSK
‘challenges Ho reply vas recoiveds At the seme time-the exccutive ;
officer was abls to ox&nim the contact uainé the S;u‘nsht Scopo ‘
nizht visual aid, detemmining the silhouette to be a Canbodian P‘r
boat of -a elase prcvious),y uon in the bcrdor nuro. ey
At 2125, immediately after passing .bom. a tracer round

ng;o 1 o 3 puguv.l mmSS
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passed directly over POINT COMFORT, followed at five second
intervals by three additionsl rounds, “OINT () MIOiT stated that
this was forty millimeter fire, appavently dirccted about 200 v
foet overheads POINT COMFOLT went to generel quarters and
rainteined her course away from the Cambodian., The PT boat soom - e
changed cource and procceded deeop ;!nto Cexbodizn waters. No ,
further contact vas made, :
The mext morning LSCGC FOILT BALAS observed a Cambodian
PT boat of the 7&-foot HIGGLHS class anchored in the genﬁul.:i B
srca of tlie incldent (see churt), This wos the same type that
‘had fired ou FOINT COMFUMT, B
Both the FOINT CONFORT ard the Cembodian PP bost were
oporating in Jiepublie of Vietnam territorisl waters, within the |
Kkepublie of Vietnam Defonaive Soa Area, At no tinms during the . '
incidont did FONIM CONFOLT violate the lins of demarcation botmnl B
" Lepublie of Vietnam ant Cambndian territorial water, nor did she
take any action vhich might be eongtruod as hostile or provocative,
morely having issusd a standnr'd flashing light chellenges At the
nane timge, the Cnmbodi;;n conmitted a hostile, provocative aet
wvithin the Defensive Sea Area of the liopublic of Vietmm.‘ »
Comaarder in Chicf, Facifie haa roco'mhon.dc,d' to the Joint '
Chiels of Staff that a formal protest be lodged with tuo Toyal
Casbodian Govermment.? The American Erbagsy, sugo'n has sent

13ca mapg 8701, 1523172 Dee 65 (T5), Dufinan the bourdary of the hVN
Defonaive Sea Ares, and prosmligates rules of enpngement for MARKET

TlMe unitss CINCPAC mog 1222234 Apr 66 (5), proposes adopting the .
slightly different VLN Patrol Boundery for simplicity and better ,
Viel3 coardination. _ m MIA

2CINCFAC mag 0300L0Z May 66 (S)e.
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a concurrent recosztendation to tho Secretary of sutc.’ it is

felt that failure to make this protest could encourage Canbodian
units to engage in similar acts in the future, ’
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1inartean Embassy, Saigon msg 020EL0Z May 65 (S)e
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