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COASTAL SUKVAILLANCE FORCE

In additiop to increasing patrols es new units arrived
in-country, May provided the highlight of fifteen months of MARKLT
TIVE operations when a Communist trawler was run aground and des-
troyed off tho Ca Mau Peninsula.! During May MARKET TIMS units
parblelpated fn ono opeedal oporation, Tl SHOT V, and on suvural
occasions rendered support to friendly ground forces amd to
Coastal Groups on patrol. As usual, assistance was always given
to friendly fishemmon in necd, and on one occasion 157 peraons 6n
a sinking junk were saved and transported to safety (see PsyWar
and Civic Action Section).

The overall readiness of the U.S. Navy and U,S. Coast Guard .
units comprising Task Forco 115 was oxcellont during May. The |
additional six PCFs re?eived inecountry amd the establishment of
a Mobile Inshore Undersea Varfare Surveillance Unit at Vung Tau
further ihcreased tho capabilities of the Coastal Surveillance

Force,

% ¥ 3 % K

UsCGE POTNT GREY TRAWLAR INCTDENT Ay : ‘
For USCGC POINT GREY the e¢vening of 9 May started as mAny ‘
other routine patrols in Area 8 off the Eastern coast of the '
Ca Mau Peninsula. Dark and overcast with paséing rain squalls,

! pppendix II provides a statistical breakdown of MARKET TIME
Activitics during May. _ -

3 — |
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CONFIDENTIAL

the night was typical of the sarly days of the southwest monsoon
aunuon.' HE approximatoly 2200, whilo mtrolling four milos
off tho coant, POINT CLEY obsurved what appearud to bo a largoe
borfire on the beach. Upon closing the beach she determined it

to be two large bonfires at a position just north of the entrance
to the Rach Gia hiver. As this activity was hignly unusgal, POINT
GHEY decided to maintain continual surveillance in the same area
throughout the night. (see chart for positions)

POINT GREY's reaction to the twin bonfires amd her diligent
surveillanco of the area yiclded results when at 0010 on 10 May, i
sho established radar contact with what appeared to be a steel
hulled vessel, procecding on an approximato course of 260° at a
spoed of ten knots, POINT GﬁEY closed the contact erd at 0120
':Imuud a challonpe. Thore wans no roply. Sho continuad .t'.o ‘clono - ‘
and at a rango of 400 yanrds illuminated the contact by :u‘mrc.h-
light, identifying it as a ﬁrawlor. POINT GREY then made her :
initial repért to Coastal Surveillance Center, An Thoi staéinér
that the trawler was maneuvering at various courses amd speeds in
a northwest direction. POINT GREY continued to shedow the

trawler,

! the following narrative is. based on CTF 115 1611302, nnemy
Trawler (contact 10E1 - final wrapup).

2 For listing of message traffic relating to incident see
CTF 115 Historical Summary, May 1966.

2o
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At 0200 the trawler appoared to heaves to, and remained dead
in.the water at a position off-shore from tha bonfires. By 6315,
the trawlsr was reported drifting. POINT GREY illuminated the
area with 8inm iliumination, closed to 100 yards and hailed the
trawler. There was no reply. Three or four people were seen
briefly, but otherwise the crew managed to remain out of sighttﬁ"
kt 0500 tho trawler was &t a position approximata],y"f’iooo,yam
from the shore, and was starting to drift into restricted waters.
It was decided to delay boarding operations until Aaylight prine
cipally because of the restricted waters and adverse sea
conditions,

By daybreak the trawler appeared to be descrted and agrourd
approximatoly 400 yards from tho shorc, and at 0700 POINT GHEY
approachod to make a boerding attumpt. The suapicious nature of
the trawler reccived strong confirmation when POINT GHEY came
under intense fire from the.shore. She returned the fire amd
withdrew to a position 1500 yards from:the shore to ewait assis=-
tance.. '

USS BRISTER (DER 327) and USS VIREQ (MSC 205) were alrecady
enroute. In addition CTF 115 ordered USCGC POINT CYPKESS to thé
scene and requested the assistance of the Vi@tnamése Navy. VNN
Headquarters responded by ordering to the scone five junks of
Constal Group 41 and the Fleet Command ships LSIL 328 and PGM
614, BRISTER arrived at 1145, but shallow water procluded a.

close approach and she romained 7500 yards from tho shore,

3k CONTIDINTIAL



CONFIDERTIAL
fLdditional support would be necessary prior to again ettempting
to board. .

The tide ad sea conditions continued to work against boarding
operations, carrying the drifting trawler to within 100 yards of the
shore, near an area covered by dense mangrove swamp., However, at '
1350 air support became available and the order came from CTF 115
to expodito boarding., With alreraft providing support, POINT
GhiY worked her way in towards the trawler., All proceeded well
until POINT GHEY was approximately 200 yards from the shore,
when heavy, accurate small arms and automatic weapons fire was
received from Viet Cong positions in the mangroves, m@dim three '
men on POINT GREY's bow. She quickly backed to a };osition 400
yards from the shore where it was possible to turn, end then withe
drew to safer waters. The three wounded men were transferred to .
BLISTER for medical evacuation. Following this ineident, surface
units provided gunfire throughout the af'tcrnoon to prevent the Viet
Cong from approaching the trawler. Several hits on~th$ trawler
ciusud small fires and small secondary cuxplosions.,

By 1700 the surf and tide had shifted the trawler to within
fifty yards of the shore, making salvage impossible prior to
darkncss, With the trawler resting close to the beach, the
possibility of a Viet Cong attempt to remove the cargo during the
night was high. The decision wes reached to destroy the trawler.
The destruction order was passed at 1726 and destruction commenced
at 1750, Surface units shelled and ‘aircraft- bombad and strafed

L CONFIDENTIAL



_CONFIDENTIAL .
the trawler throughout the carly evening hours. Numerous fires
and sccondary explosions were observed until 2030, when & violent
explosion ripped the trawler in two pieces and extinguished the
fires. Destruction attempts then ceased, and surface units and
MARKLT TLE aircraft provided flare illumination for the remainder
of the night. ‘
During the early evening of 10 May, the Vietnamese Navy ships
IS1L 328, PCM 614 omd five junks of Cazstal Group 41 arrived on
the scens. Daylight on 11 May revealed the trawler S
two scctions and listing heavily to port. All was quiet on the
shore¢ and Coustal Group 41 moved in ard established a dofensive
perimeter, Vith U.S. amd Vietnsmese surface units providing
support, 1SIL 328 comnenced salvage operations. The Coumanding
Officer of ISIL 328 was dusignated on scene commandsr. In the
early afternoon, USN SZEALs and VNN LDNN (UDT) arrived and
assisted both in salvage operations and in maintaining the defene
sive pcrimeter. The tide n.nd. sur{ prescnted tha oniy oppoaition
as szlvage of the trawler's cargo procceded smoothly throughout
the day. The surface units withdrew at nightfall and salvage
operations ceased., Surface ﬁnits s flare ships and MARKET TIME
aircraft provided flare illumination throughout the night.
Salvage operations were resumed at first light on 12 May,
At 0930 USS TOKTUGA (LSD 26) arrived on the scenc with Harber
Clearance Téam One, LLC~1, ard the kxeliéopter fire tcam cmbarked,

5 : CONFIDENTIAL
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The Officer in Charge of HCT-1 reported to the VNN on-scene
commander as his technical advisor., At 1500 salvage operations
were interrupted by Viet Cong harassing fire, forcing the defen~ .
sive perimeter to withdraw to nca umd causing a temporary
cossation of operations, An air strike wes called ard the opposi-
tion ceased. At 1610 the Commander in Chicf of the Vietnamese
Navy arrived on scene aboard VNN PC-10 and assumed onescene
commander. Salvoge operations were resumed by 1800, and continued
throughout the night, .

Salvage operations concluded at 1015 on 13 Fay and the
defensive perimeter was withdrawn, All salvaged material was
placed aboard LSIL 328 which departed for Saigon with CINC VNN
embarked. All salvage personnel and the SEAL team were backe
loaded and by 1600 all units ex;fpt ERISTER had departed the
scens., BF}IS Ti. then took the wré{k under fire and completed i‘ta
destruction, resuaing normal patro‘l at 1900.

Material sulvaged from the trawler included six crew=-served
weapong, appr_oxinv;tely {iftecn tons of ammunition, movie projuctors,
film and othor propaganda material.? The violent cxploasion which
destroyed the entire bridpe end amidships portion of the trawler
precluded recovery of communications and navigation equipment,
'ship's logs, charts, amd other records. Nameplates removed from

the ship’s machinery by salvege personnel indicated the bulk of

1 sea Appendix I for a2 complete breakdown of material recovered‘
from the wreckage.

6 CONFIDENTIAL



CONTIDENTIAL

the engineering equipment was manufactured in East Germany in
1964, A fcw nameplates were also in French amd Chinese. Printed
matorinl recoverod Snceluded both propapgandn atel Lralning manmals,

An analysla of theo ordnance rmcovﬁrod wnﬁ provided by Lhe
COHUSMACY Tecnnical Intelligence Officer., According to his findings
the most significant item recovered wes the 120mm mortar ammunition
manufactured in Communist China in 1965, This is the secord time
this type of anmmunition has been rqcovcred for technical analysis
in South Vietnam, and it is the first time it has been discovered
in the Mekong Delta region. Also significant was the recovery
of 12.7mm API armunition manufactured in Communist China in 1965, |
Tha appearonce of ammnition of such trocont vintoge eould ﬂjﬂlcntcs
both a shortapge of amaunition on the part ol Communist troops in
the area and tae relative efficiency of the Communist supply
syshcm.’ ‘

An a.nal&sis of aerial photographs of the trawler and
dimensions obtained by the salvage crews imdicated that the craft
was of steel construction, approximetely 110 feet in length and
22 feet in beam. It had two hetches, the forward Batch eight feet
by thirtoen feect, and the after hatech cleven feet by eleven feot.
The hull was a bluc—-grey color with the bridge superstructure ares
painted white, There were no flags or identification markings

on the hull,

1 COMNAVFORV 141003Z May 66 Intelligence Summary "SPHINKM 37-66.

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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Photographs of the trawler nlso reveeled a number of features
noted on a trawler intercepted by the USS BISSEM (DER~4L00) while
apparently atter;xpting to infiltrate into the southwestern tip of
the Ca Mzu Peainsula on 31 December 1965.° This trawler was sube
sequently tracked into the territorial waters of Communist China,1&2
Features sinilar in both ships included construction and configura-
tion of the bow axd forecastle, break of the poop and stéz;.n, a small

ventilator mounted on the port quarter, stack placement, arrangement.

of stanchions, and color of the hull and superstructuro., It was

L]
by,

concluded that either the same ship or identical shipé were involvedlf"-'". 3

in both infiltration attempts. In addition, the gross'd:imensiom .

of both ships are similar to the communist amrms carrier destroyéd' i:"f;"':

at Vung Ko Bay in Februzry 1965.3 i
In Octobar 1904, a Viot Cong doctor was inflltrated -into the

Ca Mau Peninu.ula. He was subsequently capturcd.l* A sketch he

prepared of his infiltration ship resembled closely both the HIS'S”EM

trawler and the POINT GHEY trawler, The docto;r stated that his

ship had sailed from Haiphong, east through the Hainan Strait,

south through the South China Sea, arnd weést to the Ca Mau Peninsula,

Vorbid.

2 For narrative of HISSEM incident see NAVADVGRP Historical
~ hoport, Janunry 1966,

3 COMNAVFORV 141003Z May 66, op. cit,

b Naval Advisory Group Historical Keview, June 1965, p, 5.

8 CONIIDENTIAL
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CCNFIDENTIAL | -
The alert reaction of POINT GIEY resulted in detection of
:'.' major infiltration attompt and destruction of the trawler and
its corcraband. Close coordination between Vietnamese and U.S.
units involved in the salvage opcrations resulted in & rapid
extraction of all usabls material from the wreckage, The capture
and destruction of large quantities of arms, ammunition end
explosives has denied the Viet Cbng use of these during the
monsoon season operations, while the capture amd destruction of

projectors, films amd propaganda. material has injured the Viet

Cong psycholagical warfare effort in the south of the Republic’ ..

of Vietnam,

36 36 4t I I

TIS SHOT V

The TEE SHOT concentrated patrol concept was ciployed once

L

during May in support of Operation DALVY CROCKETT II in the northern

soction of Birh Dinh Province, TLE SHOT V was esteblished in the
coastzl area from Dong Phu village south to Chanh Oai village to
detect and cépture or destroy any hostile craft attempting to

exfiltrate the area.

fqr-ticipnting U.S. units included USS FALGOUT (DER-324) , and

two PCFs from Division 104 at Cam Ranh Bay. FALUOUT provided

logistic support for the two PCFs as well as berthing for two
spare PCF crews. Perticipation of Coastal Grcups 21 ard 22 waé

requested through Vietnamese Navy Headquarters. In addition,

MARRET TIME patrol aircraft were directed to give 'speeinl emphasis

9 | CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
to this erea, and were to report immediately all contactﬁ to the
nearest surface unit.,
FLLGOUT commenced patrol in the TEE SHOT V area the morning
of 5 May., Lizison was established with Coastal Groups 21 amd 22»
bhat afterncon, $he Coastal Group Junks thon ontered thu‘mtrol
offort, maintaining twe Jjunks on fjat.rol at all times, Howover, the
patrol effort was considered to be only marginally effective until
t;he arrivel of PCFs 42 and LB the i‘ollqwing afternoon. Both units
were briefed and topped oif with fuel ard water. With the arrival
of the PCFs sufficient forces were cvaiiable to effectively counter e
exfiltration. '

" On 7 May at 1105 PCF 42 came under fire from the beach. The
forward turret gunner was hit.on the flak jacket by small arms
fire, incurring superficial wounds to the face endi arms., At the
time USS AOERRHOLM (DD-626) was in the area on NGFS station
approximately 800 yards away from the incident, and the wounded
man was transferred to her for trecatment. Neither PCF 1;2'nor
AGERHOLM  could dutermine the origin of the attack, and the fire
was not returned. . .

Five instances of t.hirty foot sailing Junks carrying cargos
of salt between the villages of Degi and Sa Huynh were reported on
7 May. At the time investigation by VN‘N personnel on the scene
indicated thet their cargo manifests were in ofdcr, ‘issued by local
euthorities at Sa Huynh. After four similar junks carrying salt "'»

cargos were escorted by PCF 48 to Qui Nhon on 10 May, it was

10 ’ CONFIDENTIAL
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revealed by local authorities that the pzpers were illegal. The'
Sa Huynh authorities did not have the authority to issue papers
for the trensport of goods originating in a Viet Cong controlled
area (Degi is in a Viet Cong erea)s
TEE SHOT V was terminated the morning of 13 May. During the
g
aoparation o total of 2,448 junks were detected, 1,210 inspectad
and 48, boarded, ‘Iwunty-throo poréons and six Junks with a total
of seventeen tons of salt were apprehended and delivered to VAN
cuthorities. No exfiltration was detected f)r was _'beliewd attempted.

% % 3 & #

e

MIEKST TIME UNITS ‘

Three Patrol Air Cushion Vehieles (PiCV) arrived at Vung Tau
on 1 May aboard the USS C/ABILDO (ISD 16) end were offloaded o‘ri
2 Yay. Tho PACVs, formed as PACV Division 107, then proceeded to
the MRKeT TIiMg base at Cat Lo. The perdod ol 3 May through 19
May was utilized in setﬂing up maintenance and logisfic support
equipment amd in preparing the PACVs for operations. Refresher
training, initial area fauiliarization and training in MARKET
TIME operations also were conducted during this period.

An cvaluation to dotermine the suitabllity of the PACV in
perfornding M(RKET TIME missions ard ‘tasks got underway on 20 May,
kith the technical assistancs of the Naval hesearch and Develop-
ment Unit of the Joint Kescarch and Test activity, this evaluation

was to continue for a period of approximately. ninety days. The

11 (=] CONFIDENTIAL
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evaluation includes tests of P.CV maneuverability, speed, lift
capabilities, suitability for independent and coorcdineted MARKET
TIME patrols, MEDEVAC ope'rations, search and rescue, and logistic'z
transport. Emphasis during the latter part of May-was placéd on
lift performance, navigetion and MARKET TIME operations., By the
end of‘ Mzy the PACVs had operated a total of over eighty-four
hours. ‘ ‘

Six additional PCFs arrived in country during Mzy. PCFs
55 through 59 and PCF 61 werc offloaded at DaMang ot /3 May.
Twe PCFs remeined at DaNang, bringing the total boats in Division
102 to twelve. The remaining’ iour boats transited to Qui Nhon on
16 .May, forming the nucleus of PCF Division 105. Division 105 is

the fifth PCF division to be fornied, and the last under present

plans. With the arrival of the now boats and the loss of P(?F 41
cn 22 May (See section "less of PCF L under CTF 116 Operations) .
the total number of "SVIFTS™ in country stood at 48 by the ond of
the month, |

In aerial surveillance operations, US3 SALISBURY SOUND (AV 13)
with CIT 72 embarked, arrived ot Cam Rkanh Bay on 15 May, set up a
seadrome and activated Task Group 72.5. On 16 May SP-5B aircraft
began flying petrols from the seadrome in support of MARKET TIME
operations: Patrol Squadrons 40 end 48 had aircraft de'te:c_h:‘nents
at Cem Ranh Bay supported by SLLISBURY SOUND for the.'rEm;inder of
the month, Fifty-two MARKET ﬁ‘n«ns flights were flown by TG 72.5

during this period. The eircraft on patrol investigated contacts

12 CONFIDENTIAL
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for MLRKET TIME ships and reported all contacts and suspicious
activity discovered. A detachment from Patrol Squadron Two
relieved Patrol Squadron One as TG 115.6 on 29 May. The detach-
rent has seven SP-2H based 2t Tan Son Nhut Air Base at Salgon
flying in support of MARKET TIME operations.

Twenty-six Coast Guard cutters remained on MARKET TIME
patrol during May in addition to five DERs, six MSOs and two MSCs.
The following SEVENTH Fleet units were under the operational
control of CTF 115 for M/RKET TIME operations during May:

USS BRISTER (Dik-327)
USH VaRCE (DER-387)

U FALGOUT (Diski=3224)
U35 FOLSYLR (DER=-334)
USS KOINEL (Ditk~331)
USS KhLTCLNEL (DLifi=329)
USS FINCH (DLh~328)

USS 1OWE (DER-325)

USS DYN.MIC (11S0-432)
USS CONFLICT (l1S0-426)
USS INFLICT (MSO-456)
USS LOYALTY (2S0-457)
USS FORTIFY (}MSO-446)
US3 ENGAGE (150-443)
USS DLMPELVIOUS (MSO-449)
USS ENDURANCE (MSO=-435)
USS PEKSISTENT (MSO-491)
USS TMPLICIT (M50~455)
USS GANNET (M3C-250)

USS VIKEO (M5C-205)
US8 KARK (AKL-12)

USS BRULE (/X1-28)

USS KRISHNA (ARL~38)

#3646 %

HARBOR DEFENSE
In Januery 1966 a harbor defense team composed of - represon=
tatives from CINCP/CFLT, NAV.DVGRP, COINP.C and COMIUY.GEUONE
13 CONFIDENTIAL
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visited the major coastal ports in the kepublic of Vietmam to
determine the harbor defense requirements, The ports visited
included DaNang, Qui Khon, Nha Trang, Com kanh Day end Vung
Tau/Cat Io.! Based on the findings of the harbor defense team,
a harbor defense plan has been prepared for Vung Tau and is

" being prepared for each of the other'ports.

The plans provide for a hzrbor defense unit at each location. :
Thg units will have the mission of,detecting and defending
assigned land areas, water areas end water approaches against
small surface craft attack, #intrusion by déception craft;.
sabotage by sneak atteck, underwater swirmers or subversive
poraonnel. and enemy mine laying operations, A Harbor Entrance
Control Post will serve an the command cenlor for cach unit.
Radar seerch, visuel search and seérchlight sections will provide
surveillanca, whilé surface craft are to provide harbor amd
entrance patrols am! investigation end prosecution of suspect
contacts,

The establishment of the harbor defense units will be in
three phases. In phase I, Mobile Inshore Undersea Verfare
Surveillance Units (MIULS) consisting oi five of ficers and fifty=
four enlisted men will be deployed to each of the sites. The
MIUVS Units will establish an interim harbor defense capubility

utilizing equipment ard personnel assigned. The initial step

! ror the initial work on harbor defense see CHN'.V/.DVGRP
Sunmary Heport, February 1966, p. 14,

14 CONFIDENTIAL



CONF IDENTILL

will bo to establish the Horbor Bntranca Control Post and provide
basic surveillance, utilizing radar, visual watches and conmuni-
cations. During this phase liaison must be effected with local i
officials and military suthorities to establish and entorce boat
restricted areas and traific regulations.

V/Phnuc 11 is tho gsemi-permancnt phasc in establishing herbor
defense.  Advanced Base Functional Components will phase out tho
MIUS equipment. Newly arriving personnel will receive on-the-job
training, and will gredually replace the MIUWS personnel. Phese
III will consist of a completely staffed and equipped harbor
defense unit. Permenent structures will be completed and all
facilities will ba operational. Phase IiI vill remain in effect
until the end of hostilities,

The hIUWS Units assigned are Unit 12 at Vung Tau, Unlt i1
at Cam Ranh Bay, Unit 23 at Qui Nhon and Unit 22 at N Trﬁng.
They will be undor COMINPAC for administrative purpdses. lHnrbor
defense units in the II, III, and IV Corps Tactical Zones are to
be unie‘ operational control of CTF 115, while the unit ct Dahang
in the I CTZ will be under NAVSUPPACT DaNang. '
MIUWS Unit 12 arrived in Vung Tau in mid-April and started
construction of the interim facilities for Vung Tau harbor defense,
A deserted French hillside defensive position, affording excellent
visual coverage of the Vung "Tau anchorage and channel, was selected
an the Narbor Enbranco Control l’o:slt,. The fortiflentliony ware 1‘(;uwl

to be in a good state of repair, providing usable rooms and bunkers.

15 CONFIDENTIAL
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The access roads were also found to be useble., During May the
Vung Tau unit started operations with one radar installed at
the HECP and one LCPL for harbor petrol. A second LCPL arrived .
from Saigon at the end of the month,

The MIULS at Neh Trang and Qui Nhon received their initial
shipments of equipment during May. At present ecch of these

locations have a security force of one officér and 'six enlisted

men, % 98 # £ %
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RIVER: P/ TROL FOKCE

Operation GAME V.ALDEN expanded during May as the first river
patrol units moved into the Mekong Delta.! Activity continued
in the Rung Sat Special Zone where patrols continued to interdict
Viet Cong movement while U.S. Army Operation LEXINGTON III
destroyod numerous. eneny facilities, Viet Cong mining activitles
re—-cuierzed 8 a very real threat in an dncident et the Nha Be
enchorage.,

On the afternoon of 18 May Captain B. B. _.t‘:itham, Jr., USN
assumed comuand of the Kiver Patrol Force. Ceremonies wore held

nb the GAHE WAKDEN bagse at Nba e,

3 3t 36 e %

KUNG SAT SPECiAL ZONi> ACTIVITIES

Hezvy Viet Cong harrassment of U.S. patrol units on the
Soirap River north of the entrance to the Vam Co River took 3
place during the early days of May, a continuation of similar
events during April. Starting the evening of 30 April and
continuing for five succéessiva nights, USCGb POINT PARTRIDGE,
on patrol four miles north of the entrance to the Vam Co I{iver,
received small arms and automotie weapons fire from the west
bank of the Soirap River. On cach occasion l’OiN" PALTRIDGE
roturnod the firs with her .50 celibor machine guns ared 81mm

mortar. On 1 and 3 May she also received sssistance from the

1 APPENDIX III provides & statistical breakdown of GAME WARDEN
operations through May.

17 : CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

tSeawoll{" helicopter fire teems. There was no assessment of
Viet Cong cusualties, but cach tino the {ire wos silenced,
PBks on Soirap putrol recelved siumilar {ire on ono occasion,

it 2200 on 5 iMay POINT PLRTHIDGE detected. a single sanpan
crossing the Soirap from east to west at a point Just north of
the positions where fire had been received, POINT PiRTRIDGE
closed, using her searchlight and siren, and irmediately
received automzatic weapons and émall arms {ire from the sampan,
This was returned with 700 rovmds of .50 caliber michine ¢un
fire. Tho occupants, estimoated ot four, abandoned the sampan,
POINT P/RTulIDGis then took the sampan in tow,.

The sampan was eighteen feet lo'ng and camouflaged with palm
fronds. Twc Chinese Communist cerbines, eachﬁith seven rounds
of 7.62mm ammunition, were found in the sempan. The principal
cargo was a large quentity of sixteen foot pointed stakes, evaluated
as anti-helicopter stakes. A4lso recovergd were two fifty-five :
gallon water drums end some personal papers.

Contrary to what are believed to be standord Viét Cong
moverent tactics, this incident took place at low tide under a
full moon. previous studies indicat_:ed that the Viet Cong would
take advantepe of the dark phases of the moon for attempted
movement of supplies.! Aigo, particularly in tidal areas, high
tide has been regarded as a criteria in Viet Cong movement o

USCGC POINT KENNEDY, on Soirap stetion south of POINT

e Y

1 CHNLVADVGEP mag 2319132 Apr 66.
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#RTRIDGE came under fire the same evening from an old French
fortification located on the north bank of the junction of the
Sodeap ml Vam Co Nidvers.  This partieular fortification,
loc:;t.cd in a secure .Viet Cong area, has often beon a source of
herrassment to both U.3, and Vietnamese patrol units. At 1923
POINT KEUNEDY recei;/ed small arms fire which' by 1935 had "baen |
supplemented with automatic weapons. POINT KENNEDY returned
the firo with .50 caliber machine gun and 81mm mortar fire.

By 1946 the shore attack had been eilenced. ‘Thore were no
friendly casualties.

On 7 Mey USCGC POINT GhICE detected a sampan crossing the
Soirap from enst to west, apparently following the identical
route as the POINT PARTRIDGE contact of two nights earlier,

POINT GRACE scunded her sirun, fired warning shots and attempted
to overtaks the sampen, but the distance was too great and the
contact evaded into a szall stream on the west bank., However,
POINT GILCK vas not to bé denied. Two night latqr ot 2005 she
picked up a contact in the some area, followirng the same crossing
pattern, Wihen POINT GHACE closed, illumineted, and fired warning -
s.h;)‘ll:.s,”four persons jumped o}'}e'rboard. Two men and one woman
were recovered from the water, The fourth, later identified as

a male, mznaged to escape. The sampan was &lso recovered and
found to contain two carbines of CHICOM menufacture, on2 Mauser
rifle, two cartridge belts, &5 rounds 'of anmunition end assorted

food, clothing ard personal effects. The prisoners and material

.\
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were turned over to Vietnamese authorities at Nha B'e.

This incident teridinated two months of nighly successful
river patrols for the :FBs as their ptrol stations were asswaed
by PBHs on 11 May and the cutters rcturned to MIKIET TIME duties.
During this pericd the WPBs established a excellent precedent of
dilipent and agpressive river patrols,

During nost of May three PCFs remeined ﬁnder operational
contiolyd? CIF 116 for patrol in the lung Sat Special Zone. “on
the morning of 22 May PCF 32 detected a2 sampan crossing the
Dong Tranh kiver f{rom east to west; An occupant’ opened fire
vith a .30 caliber weapon, PCF 32 returned the fire with 400
rounds of .50 caliber fire, damaging the sampen. However, ghé
saspan managed to beach and the occupants flod. There was no
assessnent of casualties.

The morning éf 27 May PCF 37 sighted a sanpan wvith two
persons embarked closing the besch near the lucation where the
attack on PCF 41 had occurrcd;. As PCF 37 closed, the sampan
was beached ani abandoned after being partially.camouflaged.

PCF 36, on patrol in the same area, was cclled to assist, and
both units closed the besch to investigate., In the process an
explosion, possibly a small mine, occurred thirty yards astern
of PCF 36. At the same time the Viet Cong took the PCFs urder
small amms fire. It was evident that the Viet Cong had used the
senpen as a decoy to lure the PCFs into the vicinity. The PCFs

returned the fire and cleared the area. There were no cssualties,

'. 20 CONFIDENTIAL
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During May the "Seawolf" helicopter fire teams, operating
from USS TORTUGA,'again mce 2 significant contribution to Hung
Sat Special Zone activities. In addition to supporting GAME
WALDEN pztrol units, the fire 'teams came to the assistance of
Vietnamese Regional Force units on three occasions. The fire-
teams were 2lso utilized to search out ahd destroy Viet Cong
inatallations and sampana,  Durdng May the fire teans accvuntnd
for four Viet Cong killed, four sampans destroyed, 19 sampans
damaged and five Viet Cong structures destroyed. They flew a
total of 31 armed reconnaissance missions, twenty-five rapid
rezction missions. sixteen escort missions and sevr medical

ovp-uetion mlssions.

d 49 3% % 3

1055 OF PCF 41

On 22 May belwcen 1830 and 1645, while on patrol in the
hung Sat Special Zons in sﬁpport of U.S. Army Operapion LEXINGTON
I1I, PCF 41 came under fire from a heavy caliber weapon on the
east bank of the Dinh Ba Kiver.! A.hit was sustained in the.lower
half of the starboard bulkhezd of the pilot house, killing the
coxswain, wounding the radioman and destroying most of the equip=
ment in the pilot house. Within seconds of the initial hiﬁ a
mine exploded adjacent to the PCF, resu;ting in possible bottom

demage. PCF 41 returned the fire and accelerated at maximum

1 COMNAVFORV msg 2307002 May.
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spced. However, steering control had been lost sequential to
the hit in the pilot house and the bozt ran aground before control
could be regained. )

The Viet Cong attack termincted soon cfter the PCF. went
aground, The rodio had buen damaged in the attack, and efforts
to re-establish communications were unsuccessful. Mortar
illuminetion shells, .50 caliber tracer ammunition and the searche
light were all used in an unsuccessful attempt to bring assistance.

At 1937, due to location of tho c;‘ai‘t in VC territ}ory', :
Impending durkness, lack of rudiq conmunications and an outgoing ‘
tide, PCF 41 was abandoned. Prior to abandoning the crew jetti-
soned the after .50 caliber macaine éun, the URC-58 radio and :
soe of the anmunition, The life raft wes then launched end the
crovw, armed vith small amus, proceeded southeast until picked up
by PCI" 37 at 2145. The one woﬁnded man wes then transferred to
Dong Hoa Vi].’lagé, support base for Operation LEXINGTON, for
helicopter medicnl evacuation., The remainder of the crew waa
Luken to Vung Tau for treabmunt of shoek end minor :1.nJurim3.1

Helicopter fire tecams were then ordered into the area to
Interdict any Viet Cong attempts to strip l‘cii‘ 1, and a reaction
force of one cammandament, one monitor, and four FOMs from RAG 22

departed Nha Be at 2300, CTG 116.2 ard the USH SEAL team were

cmbiarhed,

1 CTU 115.3.7 msg 2303302 May.
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The reaction force arrived on the scene ot 0300 on 24 Mey
and found the PCF down by the bow about 30 degrees, hecled ovef
to port about forty-five degrees, end about ei'ght per-cent
submerged, The rcaction force removed the one body elong with
the forward .50 caliber mechine guns, the sterlight scope aml the
remaining amrunition. An incendiary g.rex‘)ade wes used in an
attempt to render the mortar useless. An attenpt wes then mede-
to tow the PCF from the sand bar where it had grounded, but
severe bottom damage apparently suffered from the mine explosion
cccurring aftter 'the initial hit caused it to sink in midstroam
in about twenty-five feet of water. The reaction force marked
the spot and thien withdrew from the area. fThis wes the second
PCF lost to enemy action.!

On 24 May at 0430, a salvage unit composed of se¢ven SEAL
tecnm divers, seven units of RAG 22 and VN Regional Force Company
999 departed Nha Be for the area of the ECF 41 sinking,? The
salvage unit, with TG 116.2 embarked, arrived on‘statibn et
0820 and curmmenced operations. RF Company 999 landed and sot
up a defensive perimeter on the north bank of the Dinh Ba Ri&er
while four FRiG FOMs conducted réconnaissance by f{ire of the mﬁth
bank, One LCVP with minesweeping gear rigged was utilized in an
expanding square search for POF 41, At 0915 the LCVP exploded
a Viet Cong mine, but no casuzlties were oxperienced. The search

continued, but was unsuccessful in locating PCF 41. Due to the

! Sce NAV.DVGRP Historical Report, Jan 66,

2 o160 118.2/Sh R3SZ 250920 May nsg prav:mes nerrative of salvage

operations,
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hazardous location and severely dameged condition of the PCF,
salvage efforts were abandoned late in the niorning.

The same morning, Regional Force Company $99, operating on
the north bank of the river, made contact wath a Viet Cong unit
of unknovn size at 0937. In the ensuing actiorf four viet Cong
were killed, one submachine gun, two carbines, and one B-50
anti-tank rocket launcher and two rockets werec captured. Whethér '
this weapon or a 57mm recoilless ri.fle‘dealt PCF 41 the fatal
blow remains a mat.,ter of speculation. Later, during operation
LEXINGTON I11, several expended 57mm recoilless rifle rounds
were discovered in the same crea. .

The B-50 launcher is the firstl captured in South Vietnai,
an! was discovered in excellent condition, indicating that it
had just recently been brought into the war., Notional origin
of the wezpon has yet to be estzblished. It can be fired from
either the shoulder or the ground amd has a proba‘ble effective
range of 250 meters., The rocket is spin-stabilized, 105mm in
dizmeter end initially evalﬁated as being capable of penetrating

eight inches of hcrdened steol,!

98 4 % 3t

LiXINGTON TII
Operation LEXINGTON III, a search and destroy opcration
conducted by the Second Brigade of the U.S. J.rmy First Infantry

1 COMNAVFORV msg 261026 May. COMNAVFORV Intsum "Sphinx® 47-66,
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Divinlon In tho Rung Sat Spaclal Z2ona, took place batwoen 21 May
ol 9 Juno. The operat.ion consinted prinarily of & sorion of
deployments of rapid resction fgrces, utilizing both helicopter
and amphibious troop lifts. An artillery end general support
base was established at Dong Hoa Village for the first phase of
the operation and later shifted to Ly Nhon for the sécond
phase. (sec chart).

Both U.S. Navy and Vietnamese Navy units played. an active
part.. in the operation. On 20 May two 1CUs of the VNN Logistie
Lift Command transported 105mm howitzers, vehicles, water and
arrunition to Dong Hoa. Three LCM-6s from RAG 22 with the U.S.
advisor embarked assisted in the troop transport. One VNN LCU. '
was also utilized to assist in the support &nd a;‘tillery base
shift to Ly Nhon. '

IG 22 played a vital r:ole in an amphibicus operation on
2 otaye Theea 1L0Me were ubilfsod Lo ch.l‘:‘,y‘ Lrgopa from 1y Nion
to a landing position on the Dinh Ba [dver. 'Tﬁo FOMs and a
monitor provided an escort, and two 1CVPs with. minesweeping
gear clearsd the channel. To provide diversion tactics for the
amphibious asszult, two PCFs and four PBiis departed ly Nhon
the same worning for a position.oi'f the mouth of the Vam Sat
River, ascene of a highly successful amﬁhibious action during
Operation JACK STAY in April.' At this position they circled

and lmm}'mt-docl the mouth of tho river with 8tmm morier anl .50

! See COMNAVFOLV Historical Summary 1566, p. 3.
/ e
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caliber machine gpun fire to give the impression of impending
assault. In ths meantime the main convoy proceeded south down
the Soirap Eiver, to the Dong Tranh River end into the Dinh Ba
River. .

G/ME VARDEN units also providéd an anti-infiltration/
exfiltration patrol throughout the operation. Menning seven
stations on a continual basis, the eight PBRs and three PCFs
concentrated their patrols in the vicinity of LEXINGTON III
activity (See PCF 41 incident). U.S. Navy SEAL teams conducted
several ambushes during the operation.

IEXINGTON III accoﬁntcd for 35 Viet Cong killed in action
by body count. There was one friendly killed in action and
four viounded. Thirty weapons were capturcd, fourteen base
camps, five fortified positions, twenty-nine sampans and twelve
huts were destroyed. One fifteen bed hospital with'its own
gencrator and two anmunition/weapons facilities were also .
destroyed, the prinéipal triumphs of tho operation. A moderate
quantity of rice and smmunition, some tools and 8 gruncide press

were £lso accounted for,

3t 9t 3 3t 4¢

MININGS AT NHA BE
fhe abillity of the Viet Cong to infiltrate a socure port
and, using a crude but highly gffective device, inflict serious
damage on shipping was strongl& confirmed ths morning of 26 May.

At 0150 a loud explosion rosounded through the Nha Be anchorage
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followed by @ serics of distress sipgnals from a ship's fog horn,

The GAME VAIDEN base &t Nha Be immediztely went to general

quarters, and PERs and units of VNN RAG 22 were sent to i.nyestigate.
The PBRs reported that the ship EASTikN M:RINER, of Panamenian

registry anl carrying a cargo of 4000 tons of bagged cement, was

set¢ ing by the stern with a slight starboard list..' Twelve feet

of freeboard was remaining and the crew was abandoning ship, The '

PBRs and RAG 22 units rescued the crew and brought them to Nha Be;'

There were no casualties, ok |
Shortly after the explosion a tug errived on the scen¢, and

an investigating party consisting of the tug'!s master and four

U.S. Navy officers boarded the E/STENN MARINER. They 'reported

that the engineroom and fireroom were flooded to the main deck

ard that two holds were partly flooded. By 0315 two sumps Md.

been rigeed by the tug to ettempt t~ keep the ship off the bottom.
At 1230 the .EASTERN M/RINER, assisted by thres tggboat.s and'

three LCM pusher boats, beached on the eastern 'bank of the Nha Be

Rkiver clear of the mein ship channel. Invesiigation by diwvers

revealed a twelve foot by ten foot hole an the starboard querter

of tho vessol. Subsequont diving attempts recovered romanents of

nylon cord, indicating that a mine had been attached to the ship.
it about 1000 on 26 May a tugboat reported to the MSTS 0ffice,

Nha Be, that a second explosion had occurred near another ship

anchored about 350 yards from the EASTERN MARIN:IL., Investigation

revealed that the Frenc.h ship MILOS DEL MAR had :xpericnced an

urderwvater explosion while weighing anchor. Thera was no damege
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to the ship. Exemination of her enchor chain showed en attached
nylon cord, evaluated as having been ugsed to affix a mine .

A1l ships at Nhe Be were informed of the denger and instructed
by CTG 116.2 not to heave around on their anchor chains or turn
thoir screws until they had received an underwater inspection.
U.S. Navy SEAL ard EOD porsonnel and VWN IDNN then conducted under-
water inspoctions. At 1340 EOD personnol discoverced a wator mine
attached to the eanchor chain of the snip OUk L.ADY OF PEACE,
anchored in the sane general area' &s the other two ships., OWR
‘IADY OF PEACE was cerrying a cargo of 500 pound, general pdrpose
bombs., :

The mine recovered containsd about 130 pounc;s of TNT rigged
to be electrically detonited by a double timing device attached
to the mine, EOD personnel reported that the mine was attgched
to the anchor chain by metal hooks aml nylon parachqte cord which
allowed the mine to drift back umler the ship with the current.
The size of the mine ard its construction indicated that it was |
towed throuygh the water to the site by a small boat. VLhen the
hooks 'were secured to the anchor chain the mine was allowed .to |
drift free unier the vessel as dictated by the river current.

The one sucecasful mining and two attempted minings of 26
May promptod a quick rc-uvniun.tion of the anchorage securlty
requirements for Nha Be, /4Although the U.S. Lrmy, Vietnam First
Logistic Command had been tasked with port security for Nhe Be,
it was ovideqt that they would require {mnedis te assistance té:
provido adequate protection for the fuel, ammunition and other.

28 | CO.NFIDEN.TIAL
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ships at anchor there, Special security provisions were estabe-
lished by GOMNAVFORV, end CTF 116 wias asaigned oporationnl eontrol
of all U.8. Navy unita osnpoapgod dn Lhe ppoelal sceurily netlvibiaon
in support of the Army's port security responsibilities.1 EOD and
SELL personnel were organized to conduct special umderwater inspec-
tions of all U.S. and foreign ships anchored at -Nha Be'. according

to priorities established by the MSTS Office. Eight additional
PBRs wure transferred from Vung Tau to Kha Be to assist _.in anti=- |
swinmer sécurity patrols commencing one hour ‘prior to su'nsél‘t' and
continuing until sunrise. The assistance of LIG 22 was &lso
elicited., MSBs ‘conducted periodic swecps of. the anchorag’e.
Arriving sﬁipa were briefed on the esecurity requirements and were

" encouraged to eaploy maximum security measures during darkness,

including rigging lights to illwainite anchor cheins and sides,

4t 3 % 4

MEKONG DELT/ /CTIVITIES
The first operational of the G/MZ W/KDEN concept in the
Mekong Delta cormenced on (8 y' when Commander P.:?.ver Division 51¢
with River Section 511 embarked in US3 TORTUGL (ILSD=26) at Vung.
Tau and departed for the Bassac River. The following day River
Section 511 chopped to CTG 11641 at Can Tho, debarked fronm
TORTUG. and transited the Bessac River to the interim GAME VARDEN

base et Can Tho, During the transit fire cover was provided by

1 COMNAVFOLV msg 2611292 May 66.
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auntomatic weapons ard small arms fire, Th9 fire was roturned but
the PBRs were forced to clear the area, The use of hesvy shore
fire to cover the transport of supplies across rivers had been
witnessed many times previously on the Scirap River; This,
however, is the first incident of thistactic involving U.S.
palrol boats on bhe Melong Dalta wateyways,

46 3% 3 4t

PBRis

The addition of 16 PBRs during May brought the total of the
boats in country to 47. On 23 May eight PBRs were offloaded
from 8.5, RIDGEFIELD VICTORY end on 28 May eight more boats were ;
offloaded from 5.S. U.S. TOURIST. On 4 May River Section 542
was activated, followed by River Section 531 o.n;i River Schion 'v
543 on 16 May. : ¥

The. rapid tompo of oporations in the Rung Sat .Smciz'xl Zono
during May taxed crews and their boats. The .P.BRs ran twelve ‘
hour patrols with an additional two to three hours spent transiting s
tc; é.nd from the patrol areas. In aiddition, most River Patrol :
Sections were required to periorm their own maintenance. Most
boats were used on daily patrol, allowing 'litt.le tine for pree
ventive maintenance. Hoﬁever s this condition will iimprove 'as
more boats and crews become available and as the support bases
start developing maintenance facilities and commence providing |
maintenance support.

- Operations from the LST and LSD interim support ships showed
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that a high order of seamanship is required to prevent damage
to the PBlis when moderate seas are running., Several times
during Hay, River Patrol Sections were forced to operate out of
the base 2t Cat Io as the PBRs experienced difficulty operating
from the IST. Seas of three to four feet caused hull damage

‘ alongside the LST and i,SD and mede boarding of the PBks from .
the support ship difficult.

. Threc problem arces cawe to light in the PBlis themselves
during the month., Numerous pump driva shaft casualtics were
experienced. To atte'mpt to rectify this, Naval Ship System
.Conmand is procuring a stronger shaft. PBks also started expe-
riencing extensive surface corrosion of the pumpl grill inserts ;
and pump suction picces, and on the seats for the impelle'f wear
rings. NAVSHIPSYSCOM is investigatipg the mroblem, Ths third
problem was the inability of the PBRs to make their désigx:xed
speed of twenty-five knots. This seefns to have been caused

principally by excessive weight.

It 3 96 I 3¢
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

The reorganization of the Vietnamese Navy which neared
completion during April, came to a virtual standstill during May.
The primary reasons for this were political in nature, centered
around a possible large scale turnover of the top jobs within the.
service, Some higher ranking offi;:ers in VNN were sent to attache
billets or to schools in the United States., The general climate
throughout the month remzined ons of unceriainty, with most o.fﬁ:cera '
adopting a '"wait and sec" attitude., As ﬁ result the process of
1‘601';:an1 sation, along with other improvemcnts, slowed to a near
ntandstille  Fortunntely the offoct on actual oporatlons wao olight,
During the month the number of ‘inspections personally cone
ducted by CNO ‘increased. However, follow-up action on discrepa:.ncies A
encountered during those inspections wes minimal, From reports ' \
available tho senior VNN officers were aware of problems'whicﬁ
confronted them, and promulgated orders in an attempt to .correct
tha troublesome aroan, Apain, follow-up action was woak,

Code 3 3 JF 3

FLEET COMMAND '\
Advisors noted no significant improvement in Fléet Command
operations and maintenance during May., Fleet Commard ships
continued to assist MARKET TIME units in their coastal patvols,
and to maintain patrols in the river areas. During the m;anth' 34

gunfire support support missions were fired by Floet Comm;md
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units, primarily in support of Regicral ?orce and Popular Force
outposts in the Mckong Delta and the Rung Sat Specizl Zone. In
a typical action on 17 May, a Viet Coﬂg éompany was reported
moving on Dong Hon Vilinge In the hung Sat Bpeclal Zone, 181L
331 and PCGM 612 arrived on the scene and bombarded the Viet Cong
with heavy 4LOmm and 20mm fire, thwarting the attack. In action
in the I Corps Tactical Zone, PCE 11 fired seventy rounds of 3¢
amunition at Viet Cong outposts in the vicinity of Coastal Group
16. Three outposts were reported destroyed. In other significant
action previously noted, Fleet Command ships played on important
role in the capturs and dnﬁtru}tipn of the Viet Cong trawler on
tl;f) Co. Mau Peninrula,

Continual stress on routine maintenance by the Fleet Command

Maintcnance Officer resulted in some improvement in shipboard

maintenance practices, However, many officers still believe that

thoir sole Jjob is operating the ship end that the shipyard is
responsiblé for maintenance., Advisors reported that engineefing
practices continued to be lax in spite of their persistent stress
on the importance of proper watch standing and greventive'main-
tenance procedures. Porsonnel distribution practices, lack .of
experienced technicians, old ships and long lead time fdr spare

" parts all continued to add up to the main£enapce problems of the

'Fleet Command.!

1 Fleot Command Advisorts Report, May 1966.
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" The IDMN (UDT) conducted three operations in May, none
involving enemy contact. Eighteen men, two officers and their

U.S. advisor conducted beach surveys at Hon Cau Island on 5 May

and Dam Tray Bay on 6 May. These are both located in the Con

Son (Poulo Condore) Islands., From 10 May to 14 May IDNN personnel
participated in the salvage of material from the Viet Cong trawler;‘
and on 19 May a reconnazissance of prospective landing areas near
the Co Chien River was 'conductéd.

39 3 % 3 ~ \

COASTAL ZONES AND COASTAL GROUPS N

Naval operations in the First Coastal Zone (CZ) were
hampered by the political unrest in the I Corps Tactical Zone,
The primary problem wes in the arca of logistics., Some of the
Coastal Groups were short of food and tucl dﬁring the month as
their junks were o get into DaNang for resupp'ly.. This
situation was somewhat alleviated by Fleet Comnand ships delivering
~ supplies from Nha Trang and other ports to the south, |

fdvisors report that blocking operations for ARVN land opera-
tions continue to be fruitful in the First CZ,. Three of these
were conducted during Mey. In the most significant of these on
31 May, Coastal Group 16 provided a blocking force for Operstion
QUYET THAMG 14/G in the Quang Nhai sector. Fifty junks were
checked, two Viet Cong captured and twenty bags of salt co_nrisce.ted.

In significant ground action on 18 May, Coastal Croup 16 lancied
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to obtain supplies and encountered and engagud one Viet Cong
platoon, In the ensuing firefight ten Viet Cong were killed,
and one sub-machine gun,' one carbine, twenty-cight grenades and
two bars of TNT were captured. One VNN junk sailor was killed,
Two significant actions during May in the Second CZ involved
Coastal Groups and their advisors. Cn 14 May, a paf.rol from W
Coastal Group 21 was maintaining a barrier patrol in the vicinity
of Operation DIVY CROCKETT (Coastal Group 21 had romained on
patrol in the area upon completion of TEE SHOT V, discussed |
previously). The patrol detected a junk with nineteen peopls
embarked, and as the patrol approzched, several items were tﬁrown
over the side. Upon boarding, a medical kit and some documents
were discovered. The junk and suspects were appre'nended.and
taken for interrogation. Twelve of the nincteen admitted to '
being Viet Cong, amd stated that they had worked for the Viet
Cong dn vardous Jobs mud were fleednp U.8. forevs ongaged dn
DAVY CHOCKETT. One was a sixtoen year old female, serving a‘s a
nurse., They stated that vhen the Coastal Group 16 patrol approached,
they had thrown six M-1 rifles and three boxes of ammnition over
the side. « A1l were turned over to the Binh Dinh re-vducdtion ccn'ber;
In the Third CZ three significant clandestine operations
were conducted; all displaying ingenuity and aggressiveness in

(
|
i
!l
|
[}

carrying the war to the Viet Conge On 1 May a Conntal Group 35

intclligonce team, disguised as civilians, raided a small band

of Viet Cong at a position south of the CG 35 base. One Viet
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Cong was killed, one was injured, and several g.rcnadas and a
flag captured. On 5 May the Commanding Officer of Coastal Group
32 and five sailors, all dresscd as fishermen and armed with
sub-machine guns and carbines, embarked in thres omall sampans, i
Near Long Son Island they were approached by throe Viet Cong
tox collectors. The Viet Cong werc taken under fire and all
three were killed. (}oastal Group 32 then came under shore fire -
but suffered no casualties. On 16 May Coastal Group 35, employing
similar tactics, encountered nine Viet Cong in a sampan, A fire-
fight orupted and three Viet Cong were killed, After two potrol
Junks from Ccastal Group 35 arrived on the scene the sampan and
some documents were captured. The rcmainder of the Viet Cong fled,
The heaviest action in the Third CZ involved units from
Coastal Group 35 and 36 petrolling near the mouths of the Bassac
and Co Chien Rivers. On at leest eight occasions they came under
heavy automatic weapons fire. In a firefight on 16 May, a Coastal

Group 35 mbrol recvived astomabic weapons, mortar and possible 5%imm
o !

recoillens rifles fire., Two Vietnamese sailors ard one U.S. a.dvi'uor |

were wounded, The increase in activity in this area can be directly!

relatod Lo an incrc&ma in mtrols by the two Constal Groups. '
Operations in the Fourth (Z were somewhat curtailed by a fire -

which occurred in dependent housing at An Thoi, Phu Quoc Islaﬁd.

The Fourth CZ commander and VNN Headquerters were quick to reaponﬁ

with new housing and necessities for the dependents; however,

married junk sailors were excused from duties to assist in construce

tion of now housing, thun ewmetailing the patrols from Constal

4
’

/.

4
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Groups 42, 46 and 47.

In the only action of significance in the Fourth CZ during
May, a2 two junk patrol from Coastal Group 41 was attacked b& an
estimited twonty Viet Cong junks off the southern tip of the Ca .
Mau Peninsula, In the heavy firefight one Yabuta from Coastal
Group 41 was hit by a grenade, killing two sailors and wound.{n,g '
another. The Viet Cong suffered one junk sunk and at least six
killed, A similar incident in the .sa.me area is discussed in an
advisor's report from March of 1964, on 29 March of that yeai'
& Command Junk was attacked by t{venty small Viet Cong junks, In
that action five of the attacking Jjunks were'sunk and an estimated

twenty-one Viet Cong killed. No friendly casualties were repoi'ted.

J B ¥ 4 %

RIVERINE AREAS AND IIVER ASSALULT GROUPS

Operations in the Third Riverine Area during May were centered b

in the Rung Sat Special Zone. Here as previously mentioned, units
from RAG 22 participated in Operation LEXINGTON III. In addition,

Iegional Force operations were supported by RAG 22, often supple=-,

mented by boats from RAG 24/30 and KAG 28. In addition, boats

from the above RAGs were assigned to five sensitive areas near
Saigon for patrols and support. i

The River Assault Groups of the Fourth Riverine Area particie'
pated in a series of highly successful operations in May. Operation
CAN CHI 227/SD was launched on 14 May as a reaction operation in %

‘the area of the attempted trawler infiltration on the Ca Mau
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Peninsula. Boats .from RAG 25/29 along with helicopters carried

two ARVN rcgiments andtwo Ranger battalions to the scene., Friendly
forces suffered one killed and forty~four wounded against Viet

Cong losses of 247 killed and 19 captureds, Two morters, one
recoilless rifle, two anti-aireraft machine guns, 12 automatic
weapens and 16 rifles were captured. One Viet Cong supply center
was destroyed.

In othcr action involving RAG 25/29, Operation LONG PHI 969
saw 32 Viet Cong killed and twenty-five rifles, ten kilograms of
TNT, one bozt and miscelianeous supplies capt.ﬁred. One Viet Cong
hospital was cdestroyed, This operation involved three battalions
of ARVN troops and took place 25 miles east-southeasf. of Can Tho, :

A1l told during May, Fourth x;tiverine Area River Assault -
Groups participated in eighteen operations, all successful in
varying degrees., In most of the operationg the t;'ansport of
troops vas effected entirely by the RLGs, Stepped-uﬁ riverine
operations appear to be effectively carrying the war to the Viet

Cong in the Mekong Delta.

3 3 3 ¥

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS
Task Force Alpha, composed of the.aecond and fifth Vietnamese
Marine Batialions and a Headquarters Detachment saw. the only
signiticant combat ection during Mny..' Operating under the control
of the ARVN Second Infantry Division, they conducted a search and
clear operation fourteén kilometers west of Quant Ngai frow 9;13
39 CONFIDENTIAL
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May. Tho reoulbs dncludod twonty-five Viet Cong kiliud and four
captured, .Ninuteon weapons, 1400 rounda of ammunition, and five
mines were captured. There were three friendly troops killed

and eleven wounded. On 15 May the Task Force, less the Fifth
Battalion, was airlifted to DalNang to assist in controlling dis- -
sident elements and rebel forces in that city. They were joined
by the First Vietnamese Marine Battalion on the sane day. On

16 May one VN Marine was killed in action and three were wounded
as o result of rebol smell amns firo abt DaNang. For tho ronmiudor
of the month the force continued to assist in returning ths rebel
force (Struggle/Resistance Movement) to gévernment control and in
recstablishing order within DaNeng.

The Third Marine Battalion spent the first part of the month
in several search and clear operations inlthe Cepital Militanf
Region, and also provided static security ard riot control forces
ot thou Saipon Radio Station and ol tha Capital Military Ropion
Headquarters. In search and cleaf operations light enemy contact
vas made on 5 May and 8 May. Thers were four VN Marines wounded
and unknown enemy.casualties. One gdditional Marine drowned
crossing a stream. On 15 May the Third Battzlion was assigned
to verious areas.in Saigon to provide sccurity and a riot control

force for the city. They were periodically deployed to trouble

apota throughout. the city to control gatherings of demonstrators,

The Battalion remained on socurity for the.romaindor of the month. .

Lo CONFIDENTIAL
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The Vietnamese Marine Recruit Treining Center at Thu Duc was
attacked by approximately two platoons of Viet Cong on t.h; morning
of 22 May. The Viet Cong, using small armns fire, pole chargus,
TNT charges, bangzlore torpedoes and rifle grenasdes, were successful
in penetrating the compound, Three Vietnamese Marines were killed
in action and thirty-five were wounded, There were no Viet Cong
casué].ties reported, Steps were taken immediately to improve the
defensive posture of the training i'acility. Damage from the Viet
Cong attack was repaired by the end of the month, and construction
and improvement of defensive positions and barriers continued
daily. . ) i

Despite the political crisis with its religious overtones,

" unit morale vithin the VNMC remained high and loyalty to the
government was unaffected. Proper lcadership amd indoc;c.rination,
corbined with esprit de corps and discipline, successfully coun=
tered any dissension which might otherwise have come to the
surface, and accounts for the loyalty and effectiveness of VNMC

units employed as security emd riot control forces, !

1 Senior Marine idvisor Monthly Historical Summary, May 1966,
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CIVIC ACTION /ND PSYCHOLOGICALL V/IFARE ACTIVITIES

During My the greater part of the naval PsyWar end Civie '
Aetion activity was administered by the Vietnamese Navy f‘uycho-
logicel Warfare Burecau and its U.S. advisors. ' However, GAME WARDEN
and MARKET TIME units will soon be taking a more active part in.
these activities. During May PsyVWar-trained U.S. Navy officers _
were assigned to DaNang, Nha Treang, Vung Tau, Can Tho,.and An Thoi / 8
to serve as PsyWar Advisors., In addition, a PsyWar officer will: :
be assigned to the NAVFORV staff in Seigon to coordinate U. S,

Navy and Coast Guard PsyWsr and Civie .'ac@ion activities,

The VHN Hospital Ship LSM 400 provided the highlight of the
Naval PsyWar and Civic Action during the month. On 19 Mey she
returned to Saigon, completing e 28 day deployment :in the IV Corps
Tactical Zone. During May. stops were made at Cai C§_n, O Mon and
Tan Hoc on the Bassac River. During an eleven day working period,
the ship treated 4,400 i)eople s including 400 .dental- patients and
twenty-seven wminor surgery cases, In associated activities the
nobile Psyler team distributed twenty tons of welfgre material to
650 fwnilios anl achool uup‘p].inu to 400 students. Tho cullural
platoon gave six performances, The PsylWar team conducted : six
broadcasts in support of the Open /imms program. Two Viet Cong
rallied the day following one of the‘broadcasts at O Mon, bringing’ -
with them one submachine gun, two carbines, 'tm;'o grenédes ard '.
ammunitions They attributed. their rallying to the VNN Psywar

teanm broadecasts,
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A second LSM hospital ship is planned for late this year.
The initial equipment for this shii) started arriving in country
during May. 1SM 400 deployed again on 29 May for anotﬁer thirty
days in the IV CTZ.

During May over eleven tons of Civie Action material were
. poculved from CAIS, Catholle Jieliof Soclety and USAID for further
diatribution, The quantily recoived this month was agzlmin lower
than normal due to the delays experienced by ships carrying this
material in getting into Saigon to offload, About:twenty tons
of maturial wers delivered to the Coastal Surveillance Force,
Sea Force and River Assault Groups for further distribution by
VN and U.S. pe?sormel. About 60% of this material was transported
by VNN and USN ships. In addition, the following material vag
dlatributeds v

(1) Two tons to the families of VNN personnel wio had thelr
.homes destroyed by fire at An 'I‘hoi; Phu Quoe Island, ‘

(2) Fifteen tons to Can Tho for use aboard LSM 400 in its
continued IV CTZ civic action program. '

(3) Fifteen tons to DaNang for further distribution by CTF
115 personnel, | : ' " : N

(L) One-half ton to Nha Be for further distribution by CTF
{

| e
i 3

116 personncl.
The quantity of material delivered to several areas was smaller
than usual due to the political strifs in the areas and t.:he

resultant inability to obtain transportation, % ;
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One child from the kung Sat Special Zone and four children
from the Saigon area had succ;:ssful cleftlip operations during
the month, One child, blind in both eyes, was operated on and
her eyes replaced with artificial eyés to cosnmetically improve
her appearance. A VNN seaman, blinded in gction, was examined
by U.S. Ary eye specialists, "It was concurred that his sight
could not be restored, and arrangements were being made to enroll
tho man in a trade school for the handicapped in order that lu;
mmay learn a trale and support hias family, |

The Psyllar burcau issued 21,000 magazines, 49,500 posters,
and 122,000 leaflets to VAN and U.S. units for further distri-
bution. An additional 16,000 Teaflehs vors supplied to the Rung
Sat Special Zone. A special leaflet was developued and 10,000
copies printed for use in the Rung Sat Speéial Zone capitalizing
on the wounding and subsequent death of & woman who stepped on
a Viet Cong imnine placed outside a U.S. Advisor!s quarters. In
addition, fifty English-Vietnamese language books were distributed
to TF 115 and TF 116 units 4in the field to assist them in their
language tesching amd learning programs.

In a significant CIF 115 action, PCF 61 while on a routine
night patrol sighted a fifty foot junk near Song Cau, 20 miles.
gouth of Qui Nhon. When PCF 61 approached for a routine inspece-
tion, she fournd that the junk was overloaded witi: 157 passengers
and that it was swamping due to the overload, héé.vy seas and high
winds. Because pi‘ the conditions it was felt that any attempt ..

Ll CONFIDENTIAL



to tow the boat would be futile, and the PCF went alongside to
take aboard the passengers. Although a slightly larger loa.d than
the normal crew of six, 157 persons left the sinking junk end
boarded the PCF. All wure taken off safely, and the',junk soon
went down, :
PCF 61 then proceeded to USS VANCE (DER-387), al~o patrolling
in the same area. All the refugees were transferred to.\;ANCE,
who proceeded to Qui Nhon to turn them over to Vietnamese euthorities
for transportation to their dgstinations. It was la"cer learned 'tlhat“.
2ll 157 refugees were enroute to Tuy Hoa and Nha Trang, 2‘;1.eeing.
their homes in Song Cau; Phu Yen district to escape the Viet Cong |
in that area. ! L '
In addition first aid was administered throughout th,é month
to Vietnamese civilians aboard junks encountered dui-ing board and
search opera.tions; Assistance inecluded minor first aici ranging
from cleaning and dressing cuts and sores to providing aspirin,
In addition PsylVlar material including dry milk, clothes, candy A
ard food were given to friendly fishermen by pztrol units. Staff
corpsmen from PCF divisions in DaNang and An Thoi assisted in
treating Vietnamese Navy dependents and the local civilian popu=
lation. Also, a joint effort was made by PCF personnel and USN

advisors to provide medical essistance to the inhabitants of some it
of the island villages in the Gulf of Thailand.

At the Naval'Suppor.t Activity, DalNang thé emphasis was placed
on medical civic action (MEDCAP) during May. Sick call wé.s held
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in Da Man Village #1 twice during thé month; forty villagers
voro Lroatod.  The Station Houpital, working in conjunction with
the DaNang East Civic jiction Group conducted sick call each Monday
at facilities made available by the Saci‘ed Heart Convent. The
Convent provided building space with room for a pharmac;f and
examination room, and z2lso provided interpreters, Over 100
Vietnamese were seen under this program during May. Also durAit"\g
Mey, 5G Vietnamsese were admitted to the Station Hospitel and 51
persons were treated as outpat.{ents. U.S. Navy doctors operatod
on three Vietnamese ot the DaNang Civilian Hospital and delivered
two lectures at the Hue Medical School. MENDCAP teams composed of
four hosplial corpinen tioated 1345 VJ.utr;'unmw dutdng the month
in villagua south of Dalahgs Dental dupartment, personnol with
the teams performed 48 extractions and treated fifty-eight villagera
for toothache, : |

In other activitieg trucks and personriel assisted the city
government in cleaning up debris after tho recent political struggle
in DaNang. Veekly distritution of commodities, including s'oap,

rice and othur nssorted foods was made to orphanages in.the city.

L . CONFIDENTIAL
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U. S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

At f'omal cererionies at the Cofat Compound, Szigon, on 17
May, U.S. Haval Support Activity, Soigon was establii.shed wder
Captain Herbert T, King, ,USK, Headquarters Support ‘}-.'ctivity,
Saigon was simultancously disestablished with its functions being
assumed by the LU.S. Armmy, Vietnam First Logistie Commord. The
mission of N.VSUPP.CT Saigon is to provide, arrange for, maintain
end operete facilities amd provide services and materizal to sup=-
port U.S; Naval Forces, Vietnam; fleet gnit.s of the operating
forces of the Navy; and such other activities as may be designated
in the II, I1I, and IV Corps Tagtical Zones.

The commenl consists of the Headquarters locate';l in Saigon,
five operaticrial NAVSUPPACT detachrents and six planned detache
ments., The operational detachments are located at Cmﬁ'Ranh Bay v
Can Tho, Czt Lo, Nha Be and Q,ui Nhon. The planned dciach:hent.a
are at Chau Doe, Tan Chau, My Tho, Sa Dec, long Xuyen and Vinh
Longs The detzchuent st Long Xuyen is to be an interim base
pending.' complstion of Chau Doc and Tan Chau bases. Additionally,
an afloat base is located on board USS KRISHNA located a'? An Thoi,
However, this base is not presently upder the oper}:xtioml control
of N.VSUFP.CT Salgon.

N.VSUPP..CT Saigon is presently estgbliéhad with five departe
ments: The [dmitistrative Department, Supply Dcpart.meqt, .Opcrati“oris
Department, Eep2ir Department and the Public Works Departnent. .

In orcer to provide field support for Nevy units in the I1I,
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III, and IV CTZ, the Supply Department has been argenized to
provide ccntral supply support to all GAME WAKDEN, M".m‘.ET TIME,
Harbor Defense and Mine Countemesasurcs sites. These functions
include: Inventory Control - procurement, issue, stock control
and receipt control; Planning and Field Service - cbordinatin’g
departmental planning functions, activating field assistance
tears, administering allotments of miscellaneous naval detachrrgants
and dcpart.manfal adninistration ;.Ma.terial Control - coordinating
and scheduling cargo lifts, material distribution amd storsge
operations; and Fiscal and Disbursing.

The Operations Department is tasked with providing, mani-
festing and scheduling logistic airlift requiremsnts for COMNAVFORV
in the II, III, and IV CTZ. To carry out this iunction, two C-47s,
one HU-16C and one UC-A5 are cvailablei The Operations Department
is 2lso tasked with providing port services sor zll U.S"Navy ships
entering the port of Saigon, a)nd maintaining an samory tq provide
weapons for NAVSUPPLCT and base bersonnel. HAVSUPPACT will also :
establish an KPMIO and a TTY/Crypto/Radio repair facility when
personnel become avallable,

On 25 May the logistics airlift schedule was temporarily
cancelled due to non-availsbility of aircraft. ' The C-L7H was
involved in en accident on the Phan Thiet airst;rip, suffering
damage to its port wing. Two other aircraft were down for maine
tenance, and only the UC-45J was available to meet requirements.
Also during May, four LCMs were received and comnissioniné details
assigned. ' ‘ .
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The concept of operations originally planned for the Publie
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Works Department was for individual bases to accomplish.their own
minor repairs utilizing base personnel rather than Public Vorks
personnel. 4Accomplishment of work over énd above base capabi-
lities was tQ‘bc requested from the Army under inter-support
sgreaments, or requested from the Public Works Department, To
agcomplish this the Public Vorks Department was to have two or
rioru mobile teams, Maintenanceo of freilitics in Saigon and bro-
vision of engineering services would be by the U.S. .Army .
Headquarters areca command. In addition, the Public Vorks
Department was clso tasked with the construction of temporary
bases at My Tho, Vinh Long, Long Xuyen,.and Se Dec. Vork at'ﬁhe
first of these, My Tho, wes sterted during ley.

However, it became apparent during lay that tbe requirements
levied on the Public Works Department required development of en
engineering capability, and estabiighment of adiinistrative and
transportation divisicns: s é result the rgorganization of the
Pub o Verlks Dapavtmaent was agtartad to inelwds bhe 101]hwing
divisionss aduinistrative, planning and design, maintonanco,
contracts and real estate, and £ransportation.

The Lepair Department has the mission of providing repeir
and maintenance support for all craft essigned, coordinating
repair and maintenance support of bases'in the 1I, III,.and iv
CTZs; maintaining selected record plans and ships! plans index
for all eraft assigned; COSrdihnting repair and vpkeep of all

drydock and marine railway facilities aesignad; coordinating
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and assigning repair of U.S. Nevy ships and craft under opera-
tional. control of COMNAVFOLV less Seventh Fleet ships; ami
coordinating the efforts of the Harbor Clearance Units when

assigned to COMNAVFOKV and further essigned to N.VSUPP.CT Saigon.
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APPENDIX 11

MLRKET TDME Stotistical Summary, May 1966

1. iwverage number U.S. ships/eraft on prtrol during months
DER  1SO MSC  WPB PCF

TOTAL 15 186 62 516 61

DAILY 4VG - 5 ] 2 17 21

2, Average number VNN ships/junks on potrol during months

SEA FORCE  °  COASTAL FORCE ‘
oML 789 5355
DAILY AVG 25 3

30 UDSQ I.CtiVity:
TOTAL DETECTED  VOOD = DAY 39,939 NIGHT 29,626
STEEL = DAY 425 NIGHT _ 369

TOTAL INGPECTED  WOOD = DAY _9,230 RIGHT _7,129

STEEL - DAY 164 MNIGHT __ 159
TOTAL BOAKDED ~ VOOD = DAY 11,318 NIGHT 5,528
STEEL = DAY ____11 NIGHT ___ 2
he VN Activitys :
SZARCHED 21,699

DETAINED 629 people and 17 junks

5., Remarks: .
U.S. detained 87 junks and 542 peopls.
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GAME WARDEN Stotisticol Sunmary, through May 1966
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APPENDIY ITI

TOT.L FOR FIRST SEVEN VEEKS SINCE ACTIVATION OF PBRS

DATE
L/17

W2

5/1
5/8
5/15
5/
5/29

TOTALL

5/30
5/31

GHAND
TOTAL

INSPECTED

0
0
0
0
0
"

290

301

366

BOAFDED &

SEARCHED

40
1,445
1,135
1,595
1,222

616
799

6,852

134
221

7,207

# Reporting System Changed

- 11Xl

TOTAL
40
1,445
1,135
1,595
1,222
627
1,089

7,153

199.
21 .

7,573

JUNKS PERSONS
DETLINED ~ DETAINED
13 1975

4 13

6 31

5 39

3 55

3 12

7 15

41 184

0 0

2 7
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LPPENDIX IV

COMPILATION OF CONTRAB.ND MATERIAL CAPTURED BY UeSs
AND VEN MARKST TIME UNITS
1 AUGUST 1965 = 31 MAY 1966

U.S. Y.RKCT TIME FORCES

Weapons

23 Rifles

15 Carbines

1 12,7mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Gun:
1 7.92mm Machine Gun

1 57rmm Recoilless Rifle

Ammurnition

Estimated 16 tons of ammunltion and explosives including the
iolloulng types:

120mm Mortar

82mm Mortar

8lmm Mortar

60ma Mortar

75mn Recoilless Eifle
57mm Recoilless Rifle
7+ %n

70 62rm

12.7mm API

124 7o

O

THT Blocks

Pull Friction Igniters
Demolition Charges
Explosives Caps

3. Grenades

Supplies

34,1003 HVN

30,545% Vi

1.5 tons salt

1,650 kilos rice

20 5-g2llon cans Calking Compound
i poxtab4e redio

2 movie projectors

2 amplifiers
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Supplies (Cont'd)

Miscellancous speakers and audio transformers, movie films and
propoganda material.

Miscellaneous tools, supplies, weapons parts, medicine and
uniforms,

Jurks

11 Junks Sunk
6 Junks Capturcd

VNN MARKET PIME FORCES ~ COALTAL GLOURS LN SBA P\ THOLS

Veapons

1 Sub~Mzchine Gun
1 Bayonet

168 Rifles

1 iutometic Rifle

fmunition

13 Grenades

2 Poteto Masher Grenades

3 Mines

186 Rounds 57mn Recoilless Rifle

368 Boxes of 12,7, 7.9m, 30 Cal., & 9mm pistol amsunition

Supplies

1,5G8 Bottles Anti-Eiotics

211 rackages miscelleneous medicine
1,000 kilos rice

1 junk-load of watermelons '
10,900 kilos of salt gL

Junks

22 Junks'Captured
20 Junks Sunk (Sstimate)

VNN MARKET TIME FORCES = COASTAL GROUP LiND OPERATIONS

Wéagons

15 Nifles
3 %mm Pistols
2 Sub-Machine Guns
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L6 Grenades

2 Mincs

2 Bars TNT

3 Rounds &imm Mortar

2 hounds 75nm itecoilless Rifle

8 Rounds 57um Kecoilless Rifle
1,000 hounds Small Arms Anrmunition

Supplies

220 Gallons Diesel Fuel

2 Bottery Powered Megaphones

2,000 Kilos of ludce.

1 Gag Kook

Miscellanoous uniforms, rucksacks, weapon magazines &
tripods, and surgiocal tools,

Junks

3 Junks Caplured

" UNCLASSIFIED *
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ALPPERDIX V

Extract from the report of Iedical amd Dental Department Activities,

III Marine jimphibious Force, May 1966
1. Civle actlon:
(2) 58,651 Victnamese eivilians received 67,913 Medical and
| Dental treatments rendered by siJ;:ty-nine (69) reporting
MEDCAP teams,
(b) U.S. Marine MEDCLP teams rendered tr;aatments in 137
villapges and haelets, 3 orphanapes, 10 mfugao canye,
6 schools, 1 sampan flcet, 7 hospitals, 1 children's
home and 8 Battalion ,id Stations.
(c') 4& health workers including nurses received informal
training during the month, |
(d) Formal training to Hue Univeraity Médical Students was
suspencded during the civil conflict, ‘
2, Lvents: During the recent civil unrest in DaNang the medical
facilities of III MAF assisted in the care of Vietnamese civilian
and military peraonnol, particularly with major surgical cases
that were overloading Vietnamese facilities. At the conclusion
of thé period of unrest, III M.F medicel teams assisted in the

care of minor injuries in the city of DaNang.
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