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OPERATLON_SEA_LORDS SUNMARY
Harch 1969

Units of all three in-country U. 5. Navy task forces continued their

coordinated efforts together with other U. 8. and Vietnamese armed forces

S

in each campalign erea during Marchs Operation SEA LORDS baegsn Qs 0 sories
of special opsrations supporting the IV Corps dry-season campalgn; it
achieved such significant results that the original concept has been
expanded into permanent interdiction, pacification, and river raid
campalgns. Austers aupport facilities are being replaced with new base
conastruction along the interdiction patrol areas. In addition to expanded
logistics facilities, other support areas such as intelligence, planning,

and communicatlons have been iuproved or adjusted to meet the noeds of an
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operation comparabje in dimension of effort to elther normal MARKET TIME

g

or GAME WARDEN sctivity.

Contact with tho cnemy coutinued to be freguent eapecially in the GIANT

SLINGOHIT campuign., The losses inflicted on the enery in these enpagementy
reflect the aggressiveness and professional cexpetence of all tho units

involved, Less obvious, but no less significant, have besn the often intan-

gible results of long hours spant on patrol or waiting quistly in ambush

pesitions. Bach msnth new reports are received which tell of Viet Cong E

infiltration attempts which wherc abandoned when a patrol craft has suddenly

appaared around the river bend. Indlcations that the Viet Cong now have

a sizeidble back log of war waterials which they have not bean able to move

GiOUP &
ownsenicd at 3 year intervals
cclawsifiod after 12 years
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; across the interdiction barriers or that certaln infiltration reutes have
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been changed reveal the importance of the Operation SEA LORDS interdiction E
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. campal gns.
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Giant Slingshat Campaign
Operating from bises or support vessels at Tan An, Tuyen Nion, and Moc

Hoa aleong the Vam Co Tay River and Ben luc, Tra Cu, and Go Dau Ha along

the Van Co Dong River both USH and VHN river craft of TG 154.9 represent

-
e = o - ——

the largest segrent of the Interdiction tarrier. The nmore than 150 units
comglited to this operation, including two "Swift" boaty employed on the
; Vam Co River, worked closely with U. S. and Vietnamese ground forces along

‘ their patrol routes, A measure of the high degreo of coordination existant

i

] axong U. S. and Vietnamese forces can be.ascertained in the varlety of

reconnaissance oparations supported by Navy river craft < troop insertions

were zade of Vietnamese Arsy, Regional FPores, Popular Force, Civilian

Irregular Defense Group (CIDG), Provineial Reconnaissance Unit, Kational

C o (WL,

Police, Field Force, ani Armed Propsganda personnol troops along with

3 U. 5. Army 1st Alr Cavalry and 25th Infantry Division soldiers at various

.

times throughout the moath. During March river craft participated in
i neariy 100 oporations with thess troops ranging from the inssrtion of small

. .

right reconnaissance patrols Lo area sweeps by btattalion size forces. R

W

Night anbush tactics establisiied by river units exacted further attrition ~
. ' 3
i { {rem enemy forced as patrols waiting in night positions fired on enexmy

persornsl on at least & occasions. Open fire range in these encounters
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was 88 short as 6 to 10 feet at times. Ten evading junka or sampans
were fired on by river patrols. Hcstile fire was sncountered 126 tixes
during the month including 13 rocket/mortar attacks on bases and support |
vessels. There were two river mine detonaticns and two possible swlmuer
incidents. In addition to suppressive gunfire on eneay attack positions,
GIANT SLINGSHOT forces carried out another 70 naval gunfire missions or
halicopter strikes on tavgets of opportunity er suspected enemy positions,
Besults of March operations included 241 eaexy killed (160 body count
plua 181 prevables), L4 wounded and 22 ecaptured, There wore also 50 persons
detainsd and six Koi Chanhs who turned themselves in to naval units, A ;
tobal of 49 structures/bunkers and 13 jJunks/saspans were destroyed. Although
layge arms cached were not discovered as at tre onset of GIANT SLINGSHOT,
ths following enexy msterial wes recovered in swall caches and craft
captured during Marche
35 individual weapons
25 boxes of small amas wc=inition
23 boxes of small arms gun azmunition
2l 107-mt rockets
5 B-LO rockets and 3 launchers
30 gronades, mines, and clayxvores
1975 pounds of explosive plus wire, fuzes, deionatcrs, ete.
L2320 pounds of rice

cacies ul meuuc.ne (one a Vist Cong hospital)

N)
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6 finds af miscellaneous docunenta

100 eets of individual equipment
Of the 107-ta rockets discoversd, 12 wars found by sallors of the USS
HARMETT COUNTI (IST 821) set up and almoed at the vesssl in her anchorage
at Ben lue,

Priondly lossos came to 7 killed (1 USN, 2 USA, 1 VNN, snd 3 ARVN);

128 wounded (67 USN, 7 USA, 25 VNN, 14 ARVK, and 15 CIDG); 21 craft dam-
aged (including an IST and a dredge each hit twice by reckets); and one
river assault patrol éraft (monitor) ourk.

Incidents which ara typical of combst activity in the GIANT SLLNGSHOT
area of operations are described below:

Cn 4 Maych Vietnanese Mavy (VNH) RAID 71 units were stationed in ambush
positions four miles southeast of Tra Cu (X5 522 940) when they observed five
porsons running into bumkers, The two VNI ASPB's opened fire at the Viet
Corg squad at a range of fifteon meterc killing two of them and possibly
killng three rmore,

while in a night ambush position along the Vam Co Dong River on A March,
9 milos northeast of Tra Cu (XT 410 130) ATC 111-2 and HG 5111 (VNN ASPB)
observed seven Viet Cong spproaching tholr position at 2340, The river
agsault craft (RAC) opensd fire at the point-blank range of 6 feot. Artil-
lery was called in and -emplaced within four minmtes as the units cleared the
arsa and reset the eabush approxieately thres-quarters of & rils downstreas

(XT L10 120). At 2214 seven mors Viel Cong wore caught as thay approached
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E within 20 feet bafore the RAC took them under fire. Raturn fire was not re-
- : celved in efther instance and snaxzy casualties were sstimated to be 1} Vies ;
é ’ Cong ¥dlled (2 body count amd § prebable). later, on 8 and 9 Harch, ATC'a '

and PER's on routine patrol found 3 total of eight Viet Cong bodles floating

< in the river downatroam of the 6 March anbush sites, : 3

| PER's in night waterborne ambush positior five miles north of Tra

Cu (XT 4L5 050) sighted a sampan with 12 occupants sboard shortly after mid-
night on 7 Harch. The sampan was zttempting to cross the river from esst te
west, The PHR sailors waited until the sampan was within 50 feet of their :
poaition bafors oponing fire, The snemy's surprise was such that he was able '

to get off only two short burata frcm an AX-47 bafore he was silenced, When
the firirg stopped, all 12 occupanis of the sampan were dead and the sampan

was destroyed. Ono Navyuan was slightly wounded,
Shortly after midnight on 1§ Yarch, USS HARNEDT COUNTY (IST 821) received

F Ty 20

e e ke b b b ke e« 1 1
I

T ‘ a 107-ma rocliet which impacted ou the portsids main deck bulkhead., The round

penetrated the buikhead and axpicied in the wardroom within, Three Yavymen

, ‘ and one U.S, civilian wore wounded by the explosion, Extensive danage to the

wardroom was caused by the blast and flooding resuiting from a ruptured water

pipe. The attack cceurred aparoxizitely two miles west of Ben Luc (XS 617 756),

. ) Subsequent questlioning of the local populace rerealed that the rocket had been E
launched froa a paddy dike on the west side of the river about 30 yards inland, |
off the ship's port beanm.

Two PER's in waterborns amhush on the Van Co Tcy on the night of 16 March

" : 3ighted elght porsons who appeared to be armed moving about 25 yards inland

% i ;
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on the 7orth bank of the river., Receiving permission of the Tuyen Nhon

- subsector, they took the men under fire, ALl eight are listnd as probably
] ) Killed., The action took place about 5 miles northwest of Tuyen Nhen

(X5 233 819).

A -

Approximutoly five miles northwest of Tuyer Khon (X3 230 818), PBH's in

arhush positions on the night of 29 March observed “:+o men with packs and

e e b —

wespony walking on a dike on the north banx o '@ river. As the enemy

o

approached within 10 yards away, the PBR's opened fire killing all five. The 3

ambush was reset 800 yards downstream, Two men were then observed sneaking
o tovard the boats and were taken under fire and kiiled when 15 yards from the

boat, AL the same time approximately 2 Viet Cong on the south bank of the

S;l river illuminated the boats with flares., The P3A's responded by firing on

(R T e

the enery position, Seven of the enemy were listed ss definite kills and an

L e

additional nine were listed as probsble, There were no V.S, casuslties. All
; -

3 actiors trox place betweon ECOO ard 2100.

3 . feglonal Force comparies 763 and 478 were extarked on Vi Hall 70 units

N TR A T s

on 26 March and inserted six miles southeast of Tan An (XS 650 618) on the

Yaim Co Tay River., While theVKliriver craft were proceeding to their blocking

. ' stations they came under heavy recollless rifle, rocket, and automatic wea-

o p

pons fire. Two units sustained rocket hits and proceeded to Tan An ror medical
assistance Return fire was limited because of the {riendly forces in
. the area. <ue Vil was kilied and nine were wounded, four seriously The

WS oecompanles, who wWere extracted in the 1ate afternoen, accounted for seven

o a7 =

~
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Viet Cong killed and one NVA 1lieutenant captured,

On 30 Mareh the Viet Cong fired & heavy volley of B~40 and automatic
weapons fire on an ATC and menitor (flame zippo) on routine patrol on the
Vaa Co fay River, A% miles northwest of Moc Hoa (WS 950 974). At 2304,
T-111s2 and M-1ll-l sach received four rocket hits., One rocket dstonsted
irside the ronitor'e LO-mra gunmourt causing a fire which spread first
through the fNiel compartment and then throughout the boat., Both boats
clesared the arca and the nonitor beached to prevent sinking, CGCrewmemhers
ware evacuated by PBR's and T-<11l=2 as ammunitlon began cooking off.

Nsvy Scawolves were scrambled and placed multiple strikes in thc area.

U. S. artillery fire was placed in the sabush 2one and Provincial Reconnsis-
sance Unit troops were inserted by PBR to sweep the area. U. S. casualties
were one sallor killed and 13 wounded (3 officers); two VMN sailors were also
wounded. The monitor conmtinued to burn for about 10 hours although at
31023% the ATC hosed down topside areas, During the night the badly
damaged moniteor drifted slightly doewmstreanm, and was listing to port, An
attexpl was belng made to reposition the drifting menitor when it capsized
and sank bottom-up in 25 feet of water at 310845. An EOD team was dis-
patched to salvage weapens from the monitor while PRU's establisned a
perimeter dofensu about the area, An attempt to salvage the monitor was

plarned for April,

Barrier Resf{ Campaim

Interiiction patrol and night ambush coperatlions continued to frustrate

. PPN e
p D A T Bt Sk MrcSun ST i S et o S,

N _JUSA

(R W

NPT T

o
LI R W 1

e
P .n.

.

e

A.i
Al
L



e e s =

e b s et s o e S e Mgt

CONPIDEXIIAL CG %%gﬁ "

enemy alforts to use the waterways between the Vam Co Tay River and the

uppar Kecong. On BARKIER REEF - EAST a division of 10 PRR's operated

froz Tuyen Nhon eovering the Xinh Lagrange and Kinh Ong lon as far west

a8 Phuos Suyen (WS 858 770), Thess units, under the operational control
of CTG 1%4.9, also mada occasional probes onto Kinh M¥ioi Hal south

T
¢ ap Baz (X5 152 728). A second PER division operated from the YHEX~20

10 the upper Hekong at An long (W5 L283) to patrol BARALER HELEP-WEST, the

premainier of the Kinh Ong lon and the Kinh Dong Tien. Tals portion of the

canphips was comvandad by CTG 126.5 until the lith when CTU 194,6,0 was

activated with operational conbrol of BARRIER REFF » WEST and USS GARRETT

COUNTY (LST 786). Mine sweopins Jloying MSD's which replaced ASIB's

initially used) also continued w b ub incidert.

Insreased uso of night ambush tactics was noted during the month.

Three contacts were generated from mers than 30 listening posts or night

ambugh positions set at likely eneuy crossing points. Fatrols also took

one group of pergoanel and one cvading sampan under fire, in addition to

firing 11 harassment and {nterdiction risalons, all with usknown resuits.

Operations with Regional Force/Popular Porce (RF/PF) units were carried

out 18 vimes with light contact gained on six of thess missions. Enemy

oppositinn was confined to BARRIER nIT7-EAST where hoztile fire was

ancou:sered five Limes., Two PER's were damaged and four crewsdIn We.'d

wound#i and two others killed in one of these incidents. A fifth Navyman

was wronted by frageents froa a seccndary explosion in a bunker being
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destroyed EBight PF troops were wounded during ground sweeps supported
P 3 by Biaw:liit ilLiF cralt. Enemy losses came to one wounded (and captured),
. one suspect detained (by Nationsl Police), and 29 bunkers desiroyed.
P2:i's on a night putrol of Kinh Ong Lon came urder intense autozatic
weapors and B=4L0 firo, 10 miles southwest of Tuyen Nhon (X3 120 731) on
L March., The boats imnediately returned and suppressed the enemy's fire.
Ome 9f the FER's, however, was forced to beach after sustaining three
;‘ B~40 hits. The boat was later salvaged, One Navyman was wourded in the
firefight. Yneny casualties were unknown.
Shortly after 2030 on 23 March PBu's patrolling the Kinh Muol Hai,
- 9 miles scuth-southwest of Tuyen Khon (XS 170 683) came under automatie
weapons and rocket fire from 10 or 12 firing positions. The uritz returned

. the fire and cleared the areca. Enemy casuvaltiss were unxnawn and no PEw

q crewnen were injured. Damage wa- limited to nuacrous autormatic weapon
bullet holes in the hull and canopy of the PBi's,

The enemy altacked FBil's in the process of untering night observation
pesitions, 11 miles southwest of Tuyen Nron (AS 110 732), shortly after
J100 on 26 March. PER 128 received a rocket hil on its radar dome resulting

in four crewmembers wounded., Enemy autematic weapons fire <illed one man

: an:t wounded unother on FBX 148, Both beats then bheached adout 500 meters

from the anbush cite and called for dustof?. Two additionai PBi-s arrived

on the scene amd received light automatic weapons {ire while covering the

Enclosure (1)
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beached boats. Artillery fire was requested and the first round waa on
deck one ainute after the request. Two mora PBR's with corpsmen aboard
proce .ded to the ascene to ac-inister {Irst aid while awaiting dustoft,
Regtonal Porce troops from Cozranies 857 and 161 i{mmadiatoly set out for
the ambush gite after hearing ol the attack, Regicnal%orce troops {rom
Ap Bac were also enrouie to tle sceno shortly after the attack., After
sweeping the area RP Coapanies 257 anmd 161 locatud five autematic
weapons positions on the south bank and two on the north bank ot.ths
canal, Enemy casualties were unknown, U. 5. c¢asualties wers ons
killed, one dead of wounis and four others wounded,

TRAN HUNG DAO Campaigm

Operations by U. 8. Navy river craft and "Swift® boats togsther with
VNN river and coastal units coxzpleted the interdiction line along the

Cambodian border between Chau Doc and Ha Tiens The Vinh T¢ CZanal portion

of this canpaign, petrolled by ona PER division and VEN junks, LCVP's, and

wontors, encountered six encxy initiated firefights and nc nmines during
March., low waster njted operztiona at times and the VKN unite tended to
renmain near friendly outposta; however, tre use of coastal groun reaction
troops continued to show improveszent, Several days of special blocking
patrols on the Tri Ron Canal and general support of ground forces proding

encmy wositicns on Nui Coto (¥S 9947) were also carried out by the Chau
Dee based units of TG 1316.5. Eoth U. S. hary and ¥hN "Swift" boats

contimed 4aily pntrols ard suzport of SZAL operations ¢n the Rach Giang
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Than, A ned development in this segacnt of the interdiction barrier was

the pianting of mines along eneay infiltration routes and in likely enamy

T

exbush positions on tho rivsr bank. Hestile fire was encountered twice

E. : ! in this cperating area, The most serious incident cost U. S, kavy forcea
the loss of a helicopter and two c¢rewmen. Other friendly losses in the
TRAN HUNG DO campaign totaled 10 wounded (L "SN, 2 USA, ard 4 V¥N) and
aix N craft damaged. Fnemj casnalties were placed atl 67 killsed, nine

wounded and three captured. i

On the evening of 7 March a Vietnamese junk patrol escorted 20

Vietranese Navy landing trocps in & swsep operation aleng the scuth bank

of the Vinh Te Canal, southwest of Chau Doc (WS 023 780). Tha junks cane

E, - ! under hostile fire from two hootches. Enexy fire was returned ani sup-

pressed rosulting in two Viet Cong killed, Another five VYist Cong were

(] : provabiy killed as they attempted {o evade in a campen which the THU

sank writh hand grenades. A secord sexpan was captured and it eontained E

scme personal gear, scme gsmall arms awaundtion; and tve U. 5. canteens, ‘
O the porolng of 12 March, SFALs were inserted by truck at a point

about lé rmiles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 432 505). They patrolled to

8 nearby wat 'rhole and took up their positicns. Al noon, five Viet Cong

with three weapons were observed approsching., A LEFT was called to

P G

proviie cover and at 1219 the SEAls fired on the Yiet Cong killing all 3
of them, The LHFT tren covered the extraction ¢f the SEALs., In aidition .

to five men k{lled, the enexy lost one AK-L7. one SA3 and 200 rounds of

Foilosure (1)
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smsundtion captured, There wers no U.S. cAsualties.

{ate on the aftarncon of 23 March, Seawolves 304 and 305 flew from Ha
Tien to conduct a visual reconnaissance of MNui Sa Ko (V8 435 519) for a
proposcd SFAL oporation. vhile corducting the reconnatssance they received
auntomatic weapons fire from Nul Da Dung (VS 432 524}, They placed their
firat strike on the epemy position at 1512, Two minutes later they were
starting their secord sbriks, with Seawolf 305 flying the lead. After 30§
placad his atriks and started vo pull out, he reporvod this Jass of sz englud,

The demaged aireraft then crashed in a clearing 2 miles north of Ha Tien

(V3 4,30 520) and started to burn. Seawolf 304 imuediately touched down

next to the wreskage and aent one man to ssshst in removing the wounded
from thedavead Imdie, At this time both aircraft were under heavy automatie
woapors fire, The remaining Seawdlf lifted off ard continued his attack
on the eneay while calling for assistence. An Army UH-lD respended but
while making his aiproach on the site, the aircraft was hit and atarted

to leak fusl, forcing him %o vetura to Ha Tien. A US4 advisor with 10

RP Lroops from a neardy ocutpost asrived st the wreckege at 1630, TFifteen
mirmtes later another UH-1D arrived on the ascena, This giick was also hit
during the first approach and the pllot wounded. howsver, & secord run
reaztrd the wreckags ol Seawolf 335 safely. The thres wounded frca the
deumod alreraft and the man from Seawolf 204 were safely extracted. The
two remaining members of the 305 crew were dead and ploned in the wreckage.

After multiple fixed wing ard helc strikes on the encay positions, the
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ezeny fire was suppressed to allew an insertis=n of SEAL: to ramove
ses two bodies and destroy the aireraft. By 2000, the SEALs and Viet-
~amege removed the bodies from the aircraft, The SEALs and bodies of
<re dead were safely flown out by UH-1D at 2020. During the entire
coeration all units continued to receive enemy fire frea Nui Dai Dung.
Trarges left by the SEALS tc desiroy the aircraft falled to detonate
bt 4t was successfully destroyed the following day when special forces
cersonnel fired recoilless rifle rounds directly into the wreckage,
Taomy casualties were given a8 two probably killed,

SEARCH TURN Campaipn

River patrol craft of TU 116.1.3 continued routins interdiction patrols

Vi

azd support of pacification efforts in the area northeast of Rach Gia. In
aldition, by month's end PR's had begun patrols of the coastal area on
<he Rach Uia Bay where watars were t00 shallow for "Swift™ boats of the
lcastal Survelllance Force. The PER's also joined with Vieitnamese river
craft in support of ARVN operaticns along the Cai EBe River southesst of
Zach Gia, Enemy contact was light in swsep operations which resulted in
six Viet Cong kiiled; 15 ypriscners; amd six individual weapons plus

3. X0 rounds of amall arms astzunition captured, Patrol units met

~:stile (ire cn 3ix occasions. Most of this action came on operations

sway from the regular patrul areas on the Rach Gia-Long Xuyen and Rach

151 c¢anals. The losses tc hostiie fire wore one P3H destroyed, one

dizaged, one Navyman and 11 Vieinamese wounded,
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PBR's of TU 116.1,4 cane under heavy automatic weapons and rocket
fire approximately 12 miles north of Rach Cia (WS 080 257) on the night
of 5 March. The boats immediatsly returned the fire and cleared the
area, Seawolvea wers scrambled to assist the sngaged units, One of
the boats was beached after it received a B=40 rocket hit which caused
8 fire on board. The Scawolves placed strikes on the onomy positions
which resulted in a large seccndary explosion. Eneny material casual-
ties were 10 structures destroyed and nine damaged; two sampans were
also destroyed and five were damsged, Eneny personnel casualties wers
unknown. There were no U. S, casualties. Subsequent attempts to salvage
the damaged PBR were unsuccessful, After removing all useable parts,
the remainder of the boat was destroyed.

Cn the morning of 15 Harch, a PRR patrol became involved in an enemy
{idtiated firefight 12 miles south-southeast of Rach Gia (WR 185 885).
The “cats came urder antoratic weapons and rocket propslled grenade
(RPG) fire from the south bank of Song Cal Ba, Aftcr veturning the

fire, the units cleared the area and called for a Seawolf strike on

-3

the enemy position. The LHFT strike dvstroyed two structures and
daraged six others. EInesy personnel casualties were unknown. One
Navyman wes wounded in the initisl encounter.

EARKET TTYE Raider Campaign

River incursions by Third and Fourth Coastal Zone "Swift™ boats

continued to strike at ersmy base greas along rivers ard canals of IV
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Corps opes to the Culf of Thalland and South China Sea, Overall, snexy

oprositinz was gen  1ly light as hostile fire was encountered on only
13 of mom2 than 50 operations carrled out. Seoveral of these raids in
southern i Mau Peninsula were made with Mobila Strike Force (NSF) troops
exbariked. The arsas along tho Bay flap River and adjloining carala wore
freqguently swept by RF troops from Cal Nuoc with PCF support. Speclal
operations vare carried out by a SEAL team besod at Cail Nuoc in the first
step towarl astablishing a permanent U. S. Navy presencs in this yeglon.

Viet Cimg base areas and watar craft vital to enemy mobility in
these arezt were again hit severaly by the PCP guns and supporting aire
craft, Nearly 700 junks and sampans were destroyoed or heavily damaged
and zore tian 1600 structures/bunkers met a like fate, Along with ine
froquent cmiact with enemy troops the Viet Cong porsonnel casualties
were down Ln March to 21 killed and eight wounded. Priendly casualties
care to 1€ wounded and seven craft damagad,

On the x2tornoon of & March PCF's 8, 9 and 38 with M5F exbarked
entered £ 2 Cua Lon River 90 miles south of Rach Gla (VY 80 63). The
craft zovel up river to the wouths of ths Nhung Mien and Blen Khan
rivers (Vi 32 61) whers tha troopa were landed to investigate reports
of ermy xi=es along the banks of these rivers. ALl units proded 1000
yards sout: along the rivers with no contact or sign of mines, "Swift*
boat gunfis deatroyed four structures and one bunker befors the troops

wWore ro-amst-zed, While onrouts up river %o the Cal Nhap (WQ 033 719)
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the craft wsre taken under heavy enemy fire from both banks beiween
WQ 020 680 to WQ 030 680, All craft received hits, howewer, PCF 38
was the most serlously duraged as it lost one enginé and took water

into tha engine compartzent, After clearing the area the craft stoppad

at WQ OL2 693 and sot up a defensive perimeter to wait for a medevac
helicopter to pick up two USKH and one MEF who were seriously wounded.
Flve other crewmén received minor wounds, After PC? 28 made texporary
repairs the crart got underway and ¢leared the river lats that night,
The Cua lson River was the scene of another raid that ancountered
hostile fire on the 12th., PCP's 94 ard 23 took MSF troops up river
to ¥Q 110 728 where they were landed without incideat ard began moving
to the west. At the sama time PCP's 51 and 43 stood by to provide
cover., A3 the sweep progressed PCF 51 probed north of the Cal Nhap
Canal ad PCF1s 94 and 23 probed up the Cal hgai Eiver to WQ 155 750.
Following these probes M ght small arms firy was received from

WG 085 705 ard was iignediately suppreased. The three Swifts then headed

up the Cal Khap Canal to WQ C82 75C where two of three watermines

detonated, one throwing up 8 50-foot colwmn of mud and water. Heavy

enexy firs was taken from both canal banks and could not be suppressed.

The PCF's clearad 4o the south and picked up the ME7 unit at W3 086 732,

The enemy positions were tsken under mortayr fire and artillery amd
alr support was called in. A group of 20 additional MSF was brought to

the mouth of the Tua Lon frcm the USS WASHTINAW COUNTY (LST-1163) by

Eaclosure (1)
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1678, - They were taken by PCP'a 94 and 43 to WQ 086 730 where & awesp

lssting about one hour sighted nine Viet Cong and detained one female
suspect. Other rasults included five structures, 1 sacpans, and a
largs junk-destroyed. Three PCP's recaived winor damage and one crewman
was slightly wounded. .

On the 13th PCP's 25, 54 and 59 entered the My Thanh River at
XR 310 407. After proceeding up river to IR 110 L28 the craft hoaded
back to the South China Sea teking targets of opportunity under fire.
Results of this highly successful incursion totaled £0 structures, 58
sampans, and 22 bunkers destroved. Pour suspects were detained and

five Viet Cong were killed.
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COASTAL SUSVEILLANCS FORCE ST 1ARY
Mareh 1%9

Coastal activity showed a seasonzl increase as the number of junks
and serpans detected by MARKET TIME surveillance mmits rose to 43,754 in
March, —ore than 18,000 greater than in February. Surveillance results
of GAMZ UARDEN PCF patrols are included in the River Fatrol Force sumrary
this menth for the first time (i.e, 6,735 detecticns, 1,744 inspections,
and 3,931 boardings by iF 115 river patirols are mot reported in this sec-
tion). By conducting 20,302 inspections and 9,25L boardings, surveillance
patrols checked over 63 percent of the craft detected to maintain an effec-
tive barrier against the infiltration of arms and amnunition by sea. A
total of 881 persons, including 14 Viet Cong suspects were detained as a
result of the boardings and stringent enflorcement of restricted zones,
Detecticns of steol hulled vesséls fell screwhat o 8%, Of these; 696
vere inspected and 86 boarded with no suspicious zctivity disclosed,

As in prior months since "Swift®" beats assized responsibility fer
river mmtirols, routine operations were carried out on the lewer Co Chien
and K== Luong rivers under the operationzl contrel of CTG 115.3, on the
Soi Rap under the operational control of C7G 116,9, and cn the Vam Co River
under ize operational control of CTG 194.9., In addition, daily patrols,
night a-bushes, and frequent support of spacial crerations were carried out
on the Pach Glang Thanh as part of the TRAN HUNG DAO camraign of Operaticn
SEA ILFZS (formerly FOUL DECK), Similar river operatlons werc conducted

GROUP 4 Enclonure (3)
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alrost as frequently on the Bay Hap and Cua Lon rivers es a part of Opera-
tion S:A LOKDS supporting special operations (U-HAUL) and RF/IF or iobile
trike Force (MSF) sweeps in the southern Ca Mau Peninsula., Results of
these activities as well as the many SEA LORDS river raids are discussed
in the sections of this roport covering the wvarious SEA LCRDS campa}gns.
A new area of river operations by "Swift" boats became well established
during March, Patrols and operations with the Vietnamese Navy (VW) Coastal
Group 14 (CG 14) on the Cua Dai River becare part of the First Coastal
Zone normal patrol operations,
Patrol craft on normal MARKET TIME missions continued to bring pres.-
sure on enemy positions and commo/liaisén routes along the coast uith 576
raval gunfire support missions executed.in responsé-ta tactical intelligence or
requests from forces ashore. Included in th’s total are ninc cascs of
evading craft taken under fire and the suppression of hosi.le fire in 26
incidents, Enemy casualtios and material losses totaled 37 killed (18 body
comt plus 19 estimated), 26 wounded, 170 junks/sampans destroyed and 21
éazaged, and 209 structures/bunkers destroyed and 171 damaged, Hostile
Tire resulted in two men killed, three wounded, and one small boat demaped.
Also during March scveral S:AL operations were carricd out under
C7F 115 operational control. The results of these probcs into Viet Cong
tases included 17 killed (body count) plus four probably killed and one
7iet Cong captureds Three SFALS were wounded by hostile firc. Supporting

a‘tacks by hellicoptors accounted for eipht structures/bunkers destroyed

-
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and seven damaged.

A report from FCF 55 revealed the oxtont to whizh "Swift" boat er~
ployment on rivers has increased in the past six months, A cominnd detomited
nine exploded 10 to 15 feot off the starboard side as it recceived henvy sxall
arms and automatic weapons fire from the north bank of the Cau Dai River,

In the pamgx;aph of the report covering the employnent of the unit at the
time of the incident, the "Swift" boat indicted, "NCRMAL Ii/T i.IV PATRCL."
Normal river patrols on the Cua Dal during March were often far from routine
as hostile fire, including two mine detonations, was encountered 12 times,
In addition to hostile fire suppression, evading craft uere'en@ged twice,
another 19 naval gunfire support missions were fired end a half-dozen ground
probes wero supported by Cua Dai river patrols,, Enery losses came to 19
killed (7 body count plus 12 estimated), 2 wounded, 3 craft and 13 struc-
tures/bunkers damaged. Friendly casualties came to seven USN and four VU
wounded and two "Swift" boats received significant darage,

On tho ovening of the 3rd the enomy launched a rocket attack awvrarently
aimed at the pier area and power ships at Cam Ranh Bay, A skirmer from
STABIE DCOR Unit ONE was on patrol near the Vinnel power ships moored ¢n
the castern side of the bay (CP 043 140) when four incoming rounds hit in
tho vicinity, OShrapnol hit ono of the two crewmen in the hcad killing him
and also caused moderate dermage to tho boats HNavy units at Cam Ranh Bay

reralned nt peneral quarters for over two hours as sporadic rocket fire

Znelosvre (3)

3 CONF (QFLLeNT AL




CRFIDRITAL - CONFIDEi T2

continued until atout 0100 on the 4th, Suspected launching sites were
taken under fire by FCF 73 and picket boat 51 with unknown results.

While concucting board and search operations just north of Dung Ig=
land in the mouth of the Bassac River (). 10 604) on 8 Farch, USCGC PUINT
GREY was nppr;ach-d by two sampans that had come out of a nearby canal on
the island (XR 405 597). One of the sampans contained a man, a woman, and
a young girl who bad been wounded by harassment and interdiction fire from
the cutter several hours earlier. Sector authorities had received an intel-
ligence report of a Viet Cong platoon near the mouth of the canal and re-
quested the mission fired by POINT GREY, Only the man was seriously wounded
and all three were taken by a medevac helicopter to the 29th Ewucuation
Hospital, Can Tho, The man was cooperztive when questioned, but could not
offer any knowleige of Viet Cong activity ncar his home. He was unaware
of the Government of South Vietnam or why a war was being fought, A medcap
and psyops broeccasts were planned for the rman's village, An Thanh (XR 242 705 ).

A SEAL operation was carried out early on the 14th in an effort to
capture four Viclu Cong political infrastructure members and a four man sap-
per team reportid to be on Ham Tam Island 5 miles southeast of Nha Trang
(CP 09 47). After inscerting by skimmer et about 0400 on the southwest shore
of the island (CP 089 465), the seven SEALs, one LDNN (Vietnameso SEAL),
one interpreter, and two Hoi Chan split into two groups io approach thr
enomy camp (CP C94 466)., The enemy became alerted just before the i

ono group of SEALs reached position fér entry into the camp from the
north, * As-ths other.group-wajted,to the scuth for the signal to
. T a  aad, . o - A b R -
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move in, four men ran south from the camp and were taken under fire, At
the samc time the SHALS still approaching from the north came under fire,
Three S:ALS, including the team leader, were immediately wounded, however,
the encmy fire was quickly suppressed., The team leader, althouch seriously
wounded, retaincd control and was able to call on the second group to hit
the enemy with a deadly crossfire., After killing seven of the enemy and
.“collecting three bags of docunents the tcam was extrzcted by skimmer, The
team leader had earlier safely brought his men to a position where he and
other wounded were evacuated by helicopter,

Structures and éuspected enemy activity three miles north of the Gash
Hao iiver mouth (WR 492 001) were taken under fire by USCGC WACHUSETT (WHZCLL)
on 18 March, With the aid of the Naval Intelligence Liaiscn Officer (NILD),
Bac Lieu spotting from an Arny C-1 aircraft the cutter fired 120 rounds of
S5-inch projectiles into the target arca. A total of 36 structures were des-
troyed and 4 others heavily damapged by the gunfire, Althouph ne personnel
casualtics were observed, numerous persons had been seen entering the et=u:-
tures prior to the start of the missions

(At about 1730 on the 19th PCF 101 was proceeding down the Cua Dai
River from Hloi An in company with PCF 58 when hit in the engine cémpartment
by a 75-mm recoilless rifle round., A fire broke out in the engine comparte
ment and the craft ran aground at BT 192 547. As PCF 58 closed to assist,
also receiving automatic weapons fire, the damaged craft broke free of the

bottom just as a sccond 75-rm round hit at the waterline below the starboard
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pilot house door. This hit caused a fire which eventually detonated the
ammunition stored in the main eabin, PCF 58 came upon 11 survivors
(cne USN and four VNN were wounded) in ‘.t.he water 500 ynrds up river fronm
{'CF 101 which was now aground and ablaze at BT 195 555, Artillery and air
strikes were called into the eneny positions by PCF” 58 before heading for
CG 14 with the survivors. Two more "Swift" boats were sent into the river to
assist when it was discovered that three men were still missing, Three
other FCF' s also joined in the search and efforts to salvapge FCF 101 be-
fore the craft waz freed and taken to the CG 14 base at about 0300 on the
20th, At 0730 the three missing men,all with minor wounds, were taken off
a sampan while on their way to CG 14 after having spent the night on Thuan
Tinh Island (BT 180 555).

Also on a Cua Dai River patrol PCF 24 was firing at evading swimmers
when hit by a 75-mm round at about 1830 on the 21st., A second hit was re-
c;zived 30 seconds later as the PCF was speeding up to clear the area, The
hostile fire was returned by PCF 24 and PCF 99 which had been patrolling
vith the damaged boat., The PCF ran aground on a sandbar at BT 178 550
where the fires were put out and damage evaluated, The "Swift" boat was
puwlled free by PCF 99 and towed to CG 14 just over an hour later, Beth...
ceraft received and returned sporadic small ams fire during the szalvage
effort. Artillery and air strikes were placed on the enemy positions,
There were no personnel casualtics and the three swimmers were all hit by

«50 caliber fire and killed.
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Cn the 22nd the small boat from USCGC POINT ORIENT was checking fishing
craft close inshore 56 miles north of Qui Nhon (BS 93 12), While proceeding
to board the three sampans caught in a restricted zone henvy automatic weapons
fire was received from three positions t§ thé north'and west, 1 ercwvman was
struck and killed instantly by the first burst of fire, In the incicent threeo
of the five sampans hailed by the small boat stopped their engines instead
of evading up the river éitp the othcr two, Because restricted area violalors
had frequently been ewvading,the incident appearcd to be a deliborate amtush
with tho sampans luring the small boat close to tho shore line,

On the morning of 27 March USCCC POINT DUME was notified by a unit of
the 173rd Alrborne that a Viet Cong unit was located in a villago 40 miles
north of Qui Nhon (BR 98 90) and requested the cutter to carry out a blocking
patrol while they swept the area., A naval gunfire mission was also fired on
the enermy escape route at the request of the Army foree killing four of the
cneny. In addition, a landing party vas sent ashore to destroy 41 sampans
which the Army said the enemy had been using to transport Viet Cong supplies,
The sweep was very successful as the ground forces killed 42, captured 8, de-
tained 109 other persons, and captured threc individual weapons,

On the evening of the 27th Combined Action Company 1-3 called on PCF 39
for urgent naval gunfire to help repolg an enemy ground probe and riortar
attack. Firing illumination and destructive fire from her 81-mn mortar the
"Swift" boat delivercd the needed support for tho outpost 11 miles southcast
of Chu lai (BS 68 97). A morning swcep of the cnemy positions revoaled soven

bodins (threo credited to PCF 39), three huavy blood trails, and two AK=-47's.
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY
March 1969

CAME WARDEN forces extended their areas of operations again this month,
as patrol assets wero committed to the waterborne patrol and joint opera-
tions in support of the Mui Coto mountain campaign, 16 miles north-northwest
of Rach Gia on the Tri Ton Canal; PBR's also assumed some patrol responsi-
bilities in the Rach Gia Bay area to prevent enecy infiltrators from
utilizing the relatively shallow waters close into the shore. The
normal resource control and interdiction functions in the rivers and canals
of the Delta and RSSZ. and major participation in the various intexdictica
campaigns of Operation SEA LORDS.contimusdy

The PBR's logged almost 2,8Cu two-boat patrols and accounted for over
213,000 detections, the highest number to date. They also conducted 42,500
inspcctions and 65,321 boardings; both of these figures are substantially
higher than the preceding month's. In addition to the efforts expended in
obtaining the foregoing resultg the versatile P8R's accomplished numerons
transportation, security, gunfire support and husanitarian missions. During
this reporting period, the much called upon and quick reaction UH-1B's of
HAL-3 spent 257 hours on preplanned strikes, 85 hours on reaction strikes,
235 hours prosecuting targets of opportunity and 167 hours of support type
strikes for a total of 734 hours of combat.

PBR and UH-1B Game Warden Operations

while on surveillance patrol on the afternoon of 1 March, Seawolves
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30 and 33 were given a target of opportunity about 6% niles north of
Sa Dec (WS 872 442). A battalion of Viet Fong in a treeline were attacked
by the helos resulting in an estimated 50 Viet Cong killed and two sampans
destroyed. The report of the Viet Cong deaths came fram a Vietnamese civilian
who reported seeing the Viet Cong bury the;r dead. There were no U. S.
casualties,

PBR's with overhead light helicopter fire team (L¥T) cover made a canal
recomaissance about 8 miles south of Can %ho (WR 891 963) on the afternoon
of 5 March. The PBR's tock an evading sampan and Viet Cong lookout under
fire and the Seawolves fired on a large concentration of sampans and
structures in the area. There were no U. S. casualties, Enemy losses to
the PER's included one sampan destroyed and five Viet Cong probably killed;
the Seawolves destroyed three structures and 18 sampans, and damaged 17
structures and 16 sampans.

FBR's enroute to a troop insertion point came undsr intense XPG and
automatic weapons fire, 73 miles south-southeast of Can Tho (WR 912 980)
on the morning of 8 March, The PBA's returned the fire as the} cleared the
area, The lead boat received three RPG hits, began iaking on water, and
had to be beached. The crew of the beached boat tra=sferred to the cover
boat and Seawolves which had been previously scrambled proviaed air cover
for the damaged craft. The boat was successfully salvaged approximately
three hours later. One Navyman was wounded in the emcounter. Enemy

casualties were unknown.
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reacting to a request for assistance shoriiy after noon on € Xarch,
six PBu's ard two Seawolves were dispatched to assist friendly troops in
. comzact with the enemy, 3% miles north of Chau Zoc (43 1037 995). iUpon
Aveivivy se b acane Lhe units eame under ;ﬂali ams, automatic wozuons
wnd riccilless vritie fire, ofter making two Ilxisz rens jhrougn the

sontact arsa, the VHi's cleared the area anvl tre ~aiwsives placed szirikes

"
']

te

tLucka an the eneey aere

.
s3f Lhe st ;

on the enemy poxitions, Lesults

-3

unknown. une U. .. osavy sailor died of wounds = fuur orhers were

wéunded in the encounter,

Late in the morning of 10 Narch “P.its o W/ Ao e onBesves & oia
approximately 4 4 miles northeast of “a Dec. .flor wuriing shits were
ignored, the samvan was taken under lire. lNo return fire was received

Both occupants of the sampan were killed and one AK-50, t.o grena1e3.

and 40D rounds of ammunition were recovered from the samvan. There
were no U. 5. casualties,

Shortly after 11¢3 on 10 March, Seawolves of TU 116.3 9 fles a mission
in support of ARVN troops who were in contact with the enemy approximately
133 miles east of Vinh iong (X8 297 307). Enexy forces were estizated as
batiaiion size, The 3Jeawolves placed their sirikes witheout oorositicn.

The results of their attacks were 22 Viet Cong prebably kil.oed, elgi
structures destroyed and six others damaged. There were no . 7 casualties

*Bil's in a night observation position abrut 5 siles -orun <f 5 The

(XS 455 517), received approxdmetely 200 rourds of sutcme®i: wizp.n3 fire
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on the night of 22 March. The boats returned the fire and cleared the area.
There were no personnel casualties and matq;'.tpl casualties were limited to
about nine bullet holes on tra FER's.

In mid attorngon an 23 Marh T 10K Vag came. inder fire, 10 miles
west of My Tho. PBR's near the scene responded to the emergency and
suppressed the enemy fire. No hits were sustained by the PBR's but the
tug suffered three rocket hits and automatic weapons fire. The PBufs
medevaced three wounded Vietnamese from the tug and assisted the tug master
in returning to Dong Tan.

Shortly after midnight on 26 March the Dong Tam area came under heavy
mortar attack. One round hit the ammunition dump causing an explosion
which resulted in numerous fires. The base was evacuated after the fires
went out of control due to exploding ammunition. Three UH-1B's were
destroyed as well as the helo pad, mess hall, communications shack and
barracks. One Navy man was killed and six others were wounded during
attempts to evacuate the helos from the scene.

PBR's from TU 116.1.1 were involved in the enemy--initiated firefight
14 miles southeast of Can Tho (YR 035 941) in mid afternoon of 26 March.
The boats came under autormatic weapons fire, made two firing runs through
the area, and then withdrew. One Navyman was wounded in the encounter.

A PBER received six automatic weapons hits which caused the main power cable
to sever.A Enemy casualties were one wounded, one structure destroyed and

two damaged.

Enclosure (4)
A - O ETORI0RTIAL




CONFILENTIAL COnF INT Ying

The enemy attacked two PBR's near the Dong Tam Base (S 432 420) shortly
after 2200 on 27 March. The PBR's received automatic weapons and recoilless
rifle fire. After returning the fire the boats cleared the area. Two
Navymer; were wounded in the firefight and there was some shrapnel damage
to one of the PBii's, Enemy casualties were unknown.

#"Swift" Boat Game Warden Operations

During March, as in prior months since Operition Skia LORDS began to

expand in December, "Swift" boats of the Coastal Surveillance Force

carried out routine patrols in several portions of the normal GAME WARU:N
operating areas. On the lower Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers,'patroll
consisting of four sections of two PCF's operated under TG 115.3 ogpera-
tional control. During the month these units dectected 6,758 junks and sampans.
As a result of 1,744 inspéctions and 3,931 boardings one junk and 13 persons
were detained, inclu.ing one Viet Cong suspect. In .adiition to routine
patrols these "Swift" boats participated in eight ground sweeps or reconnalis-
sance probes by landing and recovering troops. They also carried out 42
naval gunfire support missions in responsé to tactical intelligence and
requests from local authorities. On the 17th a sampan crossing the Ham
Luong, 5 miles south of Dong Tam (XS 4333), evaded when challunged by

PCF 102 ard was taken under {ire at a range of 25 yards. The two occupints
were probably killed although no bodies were found in the sumpun which
contained one AK-47 and 210 rounds of ammunition,

Also under TF 115.3 oporational control, PCF'a patrolling on the
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northern station of area 6F made several probes into the waters of the
eastern Rung Sat Special Zone. During Kaxch foux:' naval gunfire support
nissions were conducted in this area and on the afterncon of the 24th
a mine was detonated under FCF 57. The "Swift“ boat was closing the
beach eiysht miles northeast of Vung Tau (Y5 358 551; to investigate .an
abandoned sampan wh?n the mine exploded. No damagc was received and
the area around the sampan was taken under fire, destroying the craft,
On the opposite side of the Rung Sat two PCF's patrolled the Soi Rap
and one PCF patrolled the lower Long Tau under TG 116.9 operational
control until the 1ith when the Long Tau patrol was terminated and
the Sol Rap patrol was reduced to one PCP. The Soi Rup PCF carried
out eight naval gunfire support missions and encountered one hostile
fire incident while probing the Hach Vam Sat. Uetections oa the Soi
Rap came to 1,852 with 618 of these junks or sa.mp‘;ns inspected and 808
boarded. "Swift" boat patrols on the Vax Co River under CIG 194.9
operational control made 1,550 detections of water craft. oOf these,
730 were inspected and 488 were boarded.

Naval gunfire by PCF's in normal GA¥Z WARD:IN areas accounted for
12 sampans and five structures destroy.d, 8 sampans and 14 structures
damaged, six Vict Cong killed (1 BC+5 EST), and 12 wounded.

SEAL Operations
A squad of SLALs with one Vietnamese LDNN were inserted by sampan,

10 miles northeast of Vinh Long (XS 220 398), on the morning of 2 March,
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The Vietnamese member of the squad was dressed as a Viet Cong and armed
Witk an AK-47. The LDKN questioned an old wg;gi'as to the whereabouts
of the enemy. The squad then patrolled to a nearby house and spotted
tws unarmed Viet Cong outside of the house. As thé SEAls ‘approached the
Viet Cong alerted those inside the building, The house was taken under
fire. Seven Viet Cong ran out the front door and one went out the back
doc- in an attempt to escape. As a result of the SEALs fire seven of
the 7iet Cong were killed and one was wounded. The house was then
surrounded and Viet Cong in a bunker wére urged to surrender. This
falling, the SEALs threw a hand grenade into the bunker killing its
three occupants. There were no friendly casualties. In addition to
the enemy personnel casualties, three sampans were destroyed and several
personal weapons and complete B-40 rocket systems were captured,

SZALa from TU 116,6.3 were inserted by sampan 12 miles southeast of
My Tho (XS 687 397) about 1700 on 23 March. Patrolling east, they
obs2rved four men moving along a trail. One of the S=zAlLs sterved from
his position and hailed the men who immediately evaded. The SEals then
tocx the men under fire, killing them all. There were no U, 5.
caszalties,

Late in the afternoon of 25 Ha:é?, a group of SEALs were inserted by

sazzans on Thoi Son Islfnd (XS 470 423) after they had observed about 20
m3les running across a rice fisld toward a treeline. The SEALs took the

evaiing men under fire and received heavy automatic weapons fire once the
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evaders reached their objective. At this point the Szals requested a
Seawolf strike and then called in 8l-mm mortar fire frxx the LCY thst

had accompanied the insertion. After the airstrike, th. 5..ls once

again came undo (50 calidre machine gun fire from the center of the
1sland and from the treelins, The SEALS withdrew and were

safely extracted by a lisht seal support craft (LS3C). There were no
U. S. casuvalties and eneny casualties were estimated as eight killed
(protable) and four Viet Cong wounded.

Enemy /ittucks on llerchont Vessels

During the month the enemy continued to exhibit his ability to attack
merchantmen on the long Tau River, Saipgon's vitel lifeline ta the sea.
Nine separate attacks were recorded during the period 6<26 March Four
of theze attacks resulted in some minor damage to the ships and on two
of these occasions personnel were wopnded. In all instances but one there
was a rapid response on the part of U. 5. and Vietnamese forces in return-
ing the cnemy fire, The one exception was the result of poor communicutions

as friendly forces were informed of the attack too long after the fact
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMAARY
Mareh 1969 .

Oparating with 160 river assault sraft (RAC) since the transfer in
February of 25 teats to the Vietnamese Navy, the Mobile Riverine Forca
(MRF) again ranzad the delta in watermobile assault operations in coordi-

nation with U.S. Arny and Vietnamese forceses TG 117.1 coniinuved cpera~
pe

tiong in Kien Hoa Province with the Second Brigade, U, S, NNTH Infantry

Divisions last month's resurgence of enemy Initiated firsfights acairst
RAC in Kien Hoa Provinte carried over into Msrch; heavy contact vas gained

ty ground units on several occasions. TF 117.2 and the Vietnnmese marines

conducted a successful ctrike into enemy base area 480 in Chucng Thlea

Province. Inteunse coubat activity resulted as the PAC and troops forced
heavy contact with the enemy, An additional river assavlt division (RAD
112) was assigned to the Operation GIANT SLIRGSEOT Campeiga in crier te
izplement exponiing operations there,

A plan for the collocation of both MRF task groups 1% effect ¢z
4 March as the units of TG 117.,2 joined with TG 117.1 av the My Tho
nehevago, The Sczmon wobile riverine base allows £ir a zore effizlen
utilization of sssets and permits reduction of the reguirements fc» tase
defense DNrox two divislons to one, thereby allowing the extira divisioa
to be empleyecinalive capacitys. Tactical flexdbility s alz: nsintatnad
should a need arise for two task groups, TG 117.2 wiil rerain s provie
slonal designation for use in speclal operations cn an gs cccurring basis,
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The following division assignzents during the month reflect realig

ment of forces es well as operational commitsent by division:
RAD 92 worked as utility division for the zonth primarily
in escort for Ammy LCM-8 supply vessels between the MRP and an Army
fire support base at the Crossroads at the intersecrion of the Song Ba
Lai and Kinh Gino Hoa (XS 58 35), 7 miles southeast of My Tho. It

also supported the U. S. Army 3/34th Artillery Battalion.

RAD 112 supported the 3/60th Infantry Battalion in operations
in Kien Hoa Province until 17 March when the division RATUITN RPN |

to the GIANT SLINGSHOT area urder the operational control of
CIG 194.6.

RAD I3l supported operations of the L/L7th Infantry Rattalion
in Rien Hoa Province.

RAD 132 conducted the mineswceping, patrol and unkeep duties of
basc defense division, On !, March, upoa establishpent of a conton

MR, this unit became Task Force Dase Defense Division,

PAD 151 acted as TG 117.2 bass defenss division until 4 March.

On 17 March 1t relieved RAD 112 as support division for 1/60th

Infantry Battalion,

RAD 152 cperated with the Vietnamese Marine Corps in eremy base

area 80,
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As tactical neods cdictated, river assault cruft wers not alipned with

the parent division,

The following table incicates the distribution and ecployment of river

assault craft on a typical cay in March:

ACTIVITY/OrrHATION

26

4

Vietnamese Mavrine Corps

GIANT SLINGSHOT/Barrier
Reef 15 21 5

)
£

Task Group 115.4

Tesk Force Base Defense

verhaul/Conversion/
RBackfit 4 9 b ] 1

o~

—— — —— g S

{ Totalss 40 88 13 9 4 162

Taz® Growp 117,) Cporitiong

“ultiple riverine ond airmobile assauii continued in Yien lHoa Prcvince

als month es rivir craft in combinetion with wiits of the 2nd Bripace V.o,

oy
'
)
o
3

L. . ST Infuntry Dlvsion kepl constant pressure on the cacny, MRF offcnsive
activity, ircluding cegfle flocat and blockirng force rancuvers by nawve) craft

, resulting in the heaviest atirition arainst Viet

Cong to date; 928 enemy vere killed during March, 1n addition, 182 detairnces
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were apprehended,

The Viet Cong continued to frequent ambush positions, espseially along
tre Een Tre and Ba Le.i’rivc.:rs, Nventy-one eneny initiated firelights resulted
in 23 sailors wounded as 17 boats received hits (minor damage).

A recent immovation, utilized in IM°F night operutions, is the search-
lignt (-pinkoye) hoat, Since enemy forces freguently move under cover of dark-
ness, a method tc enhance the effectiveness of nipht operations was developeds
i 23<inch XENON tank searchlight, modificd with a pink filtor to provide com~
patibility vith a starlight scope, was mounted on the flight deck of AT(-13i-I3,
The recognition range of this apparatus has been demonstrated to be up to 2000
neters, Two to four Army snipers are positioncd on the flight deck as the LT
cruises 100-200 meters offshores A 105-rm howitzer ecuippec noniter roy operile
vith the "nirkeye" boat reacy to fire bechive rounds on enemy iroops rarked tr
sniper tracers, During the period lsate February to 21 I-hrch; 2L Vict Conr W —
been killed hv "pinkeye" snipers, Although still in the developmental stare,
this equipment shous rotential for application in interdiction operaticrs,

At C017 on 15 March, "pinkeye" with 3/60 Infontry Division snipers aboard in
company vith F-151-1 spotted six to ten Viet Cong in a restricted area, 2 riles
south-southeast of Dong Tim. Sndpers narked tie position with tracers and the
rmenitor fired 105-rm beerive into the arca resulting in threc Viet Cong kilicl
by snipers mnd threc illed (»rol-“le) by bechive., Just after iidnirht en

21 larch the "ninkeye® with tvo sniver Leuws o o T1led - Lokt Viel Cens Y-

a restrictid arecon the south bank of the ly Tho.o The enemy returned ncstor 203

cnelecwie (35)
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Anbermbic venpous fire S the position later. No hits wer. - ~uelved,
The successful cmployicnt oi snip.rs on river a;;aav;_?.’l evald tees Yol 4 oen
arrangement for Navy pefsonnel to be sniper traired.

At 1355 on 3 March, RaD 131 trensiting west on Pa lai River lo oxtract
Dulta Compeny of the L/,7th rcceived rocke: znd sutomatic weaponaz r'ire frexn
botk bunks at (X5 536 363), T=131-6 received mincr Supnpe from one rolhel
hit in her starboard sice, One USK was wounced (slifhtly). The fire was
nuppnasi:.e.') resulting in elx Viet Cong killed by RuS relurn five (20 rounds
of 10T-mn) and five Viet Congwere killed by US\F air cover,

Cn 4 ¥arch at 1515, TE 117.1./.2 witl':-.Delta"ﬂomp'any‘ﬁf-'thf'l/&'nh oo
abtoard vhile enroute tc base received anteratic '.:cug;bns, recojlless rifle ard
P-40 fire frenm the south bank of th. Ten tre dwer, 8 miles scutbescuthenct
of Iy Tho (X5 547 308), in AIC received a P=4C rocket hit in the well deck
which resulted in one USA killed, one USE and 23 U8A wvere wounde?, Two othker
ATC's took hits with no casualtics. Anotker sailer abeard a rmopiter wes
vounded as it received recoilless rifle zré cutem®ic wewpons fire. Firs
wes revurned and suprressed vith unknown restvlis,

This month another resupply LST (TUZIFIE CCUNYY 13T 02) eore wunder
cneny fire  (WESTCHESTER COUNTY and TCHM GRLIEN CCUNTT were attasked 2=
previous months), At 1537 on 2 March, vwhile enroute frim Dong Tem te the

My The anchornpge, LUZIIIEN CULNLY received autorntic veourons fire ool Dei

rockets, One Yife »aft wus destroyed as vre B-iU bit the ctarhusr ciée

L I

frane of the IST, Fire was returned and surpressed 2t 1540, Ne pervoriwd
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casualties resulted, LUZEMLE CCUNTY came under attack apain at 2225 on

22 Yarch while anchored with tte Mobils Riverire Pase at Long Tam (15 411
416}, Six D-40 rocket rounds vere fired from thc south bunka of the My
Tho znd automatic wecapons fire wazs reccivid fron the western tip of Thoi
Son Island, The IST returned fire for 10 rinuter ond an Lii*l' placed a
strike onenemy firing rositions, lo casualties resulted althourh shrepnel
was later found on LUZiRilL CCUNTY,

Enroute to beaching sites along the Ba lai (XS 63 3R) in nid-after-
noon on the 29th, units of RAD 151 took 3 sammans and 10 Viet Cong under
fire, Th« sampans were sunk anc eneny casunlties were unknown as the Viet
Cong broke and ran into the jungle,

Task Group 117,2 Orerations

On 1 Farch, tho flag of CIF 117 shifted to USs CCLLLTCH (\PB 36) ao
Uss B:NawhH (APB 35) departed for restrictcd availability at Sascte, Japan,

The combined TG 117/9th AXVY Infantry Divsion operation irn the Mang
Thit and My loec arcas of Vinh Long Province, bepun 23 February, contirued
in ¥arch, The first phagse of this oporztion, dosigned to cventually neve
tralize encny base arca 478 and to provide free access alenpy tha vital Mg
Thit River - Nicola Canal watery, concluded on 6 Farch, an unuzual ineident
occurrcd on the nigh* of 28 Fehruary, while assault craft were established Zn re=
main over night (KCH) positions at tho Mang Thit bridge (XS 1£6 170 = 6 miles

northeast of Tam Binh) With an IV reconnalsnnce conjeny providing perireter

snclesure (§)
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defense. at 2200 an onomy sniper broachcd the defcnce and spruyed the
SIL b o L0=152-3 with AR=47 fire from about 10 fect resulting in cre
sallor being killed and two others wounded, The sniyer was nrot located
nor wvas fire roturncd because of many families in the area, Following an
abbreviatcd stand down, RAC and threo ARVN reconnaissance companics re-
suxd opcrations on /4 Farch, landing at beach site 7% miles north of Tan
Einh (X5 131 148), Vhile the assault craft occu:icd blocking stations the
troops swopt northoast with nogntive results, S$iril-: operations continued
through 6 barch with no contact and no NIFF's, In contrast to the stiff
eneny resistance cncountered in this arca during the last week in February,
the Viet Cong have aprarcntly chosen to avoid contact, Total sign'ifi:nnt
results of the operation in March included 16 bunkers destroyed ty TG 117,2
DT personnel, 90 junks and scnmpans checked and 8 ceszinces takene

Sirilar striko :ux blocking sperstions were cc:_c’.u;ted in the Ving Iien
Oistrict in Vinh Binh Province on 7 larch, .nroute on the Rach Vung Lien;
¢ searched sanpan and collected 43 dotainc;cs vho were interrepnted by
the UG 117.2 Intelligenco officer (Vung Liem Dislrizt autkorities later
rororted that of the 43 dotainees, 7 were confirmed Vict Cong; 29 weie draft
colrers and 7 wero innocent civilians), firoop 1lift, sweep, and water blx<king
oyor:tions continued until 10 Farch, Ground units reported lipht contact,
“ho operation nottod 15 Viet Cong KIAj 1 prisoncr of wary 3 machine guns;
1 £-40 rocket launcher, and 1 AK-47 captured, 67 bumiers, 6 hootches and

4G0 ourds of rice destroyed, and 78 scmpans scarched,
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The asmult craft of TG 117.2 conductcd boat maintenance and preparcd
for future ojerations dvring the period 11-16 Yarch,

Aficr 23 interval of alrost a month, the TG 117,2/ViiC riverine asscult
team combired forces again for operztions in eneny base area 4B0 in the Twin:
Rivors area o2 Choung Thien Province, The U3S HAMPSHIRE COUNTY (LST-S19) was
stationed at Sinh Thuy to act as a forward command post and resupply
vessel for tke operation, Twenty-nine river assault craft of ZIVKCN 15 de-
partcd the lotile Riverine Base on the 17th. The units werc underway again
at 182330H {rmm Can Tho to embark units of the 4th and 6th Battalion Viet-
namesc vl-'arinc Corps already in the operaticn area, inemy forces consisting
of the Viet Cing 303 Main Force Battalion, a heevy wecpons coipany; the U Minh
1Cth Company 232 locnl guerrillas werrs reported to be in the area. Operatic-nz
were planned Lo search out and destroy the Viet Cong, Activity began as the
RiC embarked tmits of the 4Ath and 6th battolions on the 19th and landed them
on beaches alag the Sowg,Cai Tu in an area 6} miles southwest of ha
Than! (XS /CLi15), Mo encmy contact was esteblished the rirst oy, nroute
the next day %o landing beaches on the Rach luoc Trong, at 0505, Z-12%-) ua=
rolled 20 der=ee to port as the result of the explosion of an crery corrand
detonatcd mine; although no personnel casualtics nor underater hull darmarpes
wero received, the zippo incurred a misaligned starboard engine and loss of
clectrical power, At 0655 the ascault craft received the [irst creny initi-
ated firefight. Intense and continous fipghting then correnced and lasted

through the meconinge During that time RAC came under attack from Be40
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rockets or nine occasions, Vietnamese ground units established and rain-
tained heavy and continuous contact all moi-ning on the 20th and the 21st,
HAC provifed almost continuous fire while under constant small arms and
automatic veapons fire in support of the Marines, Although fighting vas
not nearly so intense on succeeding days, the assault craft came under
ENIFF's six more times until the operation ended on the 30th, Cn the 25th,
at 1900, curing a transit of the Rach Muoe ' Trang, a large mine explosion
occurred tetween two boats but caused no damage. 'fwcnty Viet Cong sighted
on the banks were taken under fire withumknown rcsults, Translation of a
Hoi Chank's documents ca.p.tured during the third. day of fighting provided
the infer=ationthat the opposing enemy force was the Viet Cong 309 Main
Force Battalion which had been sent from the Can Tho arca to destroy U.S.
river assault craft. At the conclusion of the operation, results indicated
that the encmy had been dealt a severe blow decp in territory vhich ke once
considered a san¢tvary. . Ninety-Seven Viet Cong were killed (body count)
and 14 acéitional were probably killed; 13 Viet Cong were captured and 2/,
detainees vere taken, two of whom were women, The following is n partial”
list of vital enemy material captured - one 82-mm mortar and 10 rounds; one
61-mn mortar, one E-40 launcher and 10 rounds, 19 AK-47 rifles and 2000
rounds, 8 other rifles and 1000 small arms rounds, one autoratic wezpon,
and 5 mines, Vietnamese i'-hrine.;s reported 15 personnel killed and 34 wounded,

Fifty-nize USN sailors were wounded (mostly minor) in the campaign,
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¥Yarch 1969 o
) FARKET "rs .) RANE TALTEY Yobile Riverine ~orce
Detections Wi,550 220,66k (3)
Inspections 20,998 Lk, 3¢0 168
Poardinzs c,26h 69,252 (3)
Craft Detained
Persons Letained 518}; 1,029 255
Viet Conz Cuspects
Hostile Fire Incidents - 138 (3%0 (34)!
Enemy Casualties:
a, Killed 1;2(Bc)35(m) he(re)s(am) ¢ 1007(BC) B(EST)
b, Wounded 19+33(E “r) y
¢, Captured 1 e 18
USH Casualties: Y
a, Killed 2 2 1 pow) .72 Usn/s USA
b, Wounded 13 2; 78 USN/1L6 UsA
¢, Captured (3) (3 (3)
d, Missing (3) (3) (3)
Enemy Materlal Losses: . .
a, Destroyed: CAE: 23)
(1) Junks or Serpans 177 : 1001 73
(2) Strvctures Raid 10 120
b, Cantured:
(1) Junks or £crpans (3) 3 (3)
(2) veapons 1) ' 28 51
(3) Armunition (rounds(‘f 510 2,500
(L) Rice G) (3) (3)-
c, Damaged:
(1) Junks or Sampans 2% 73 (3)
(2) Structures 188 - 199 (3)
USN Material Losses:
a, Destroyed:
(1) surface Craft  (3) (3) (3)
(2) Emlicopters (3) 3 (3)
b, Damaged:
(1) curface Craft 3 1 27
(2) Helicopters (3) 7 (3)

SAR VMissions

Remarks: (1) Statistics include only "Standard" Task Force opera-
tions. Cperation SEA LORDS statistics not included,
sce StA LOMDS Statistical Sumeary,

(2) FCF operations in GAME WAID:N area included in GAE
WARDEN data,
(3) Information not availablecor not applicable.
GROUP Ly Enclozure (6)
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lareh 1969

Vietrnarose Navy

Included in the cbjsctives of the Accelerated Turnover Program (ACICV)
19 the transfer of 210 USH P3R's to the Viztnamese Navy (VEN) by June 1970.
The initial twrnover of 4( VBR's is schcduled to take place on 1 Ceiober 199,
In proparation for the arriwval of the F3ifs tho VN are being integrated in-
to USl. orews and staffs for onsthsejob training, This will be followed by
velief of USHN perscnnel when the VIN crews aro considered cualificd, TIrlor
to roporting to the PBR bases the VM sailors will have conmpleted five wooks
of weapons truining at ANVN facilities and twelve vecka of PER orientation
at the U.5, Navy Oricntation School in Salgon., Near the end of March the
first group of VN sailors, numbering cpproxirately 183, began arriving at
fourteen diiferent PER bases in the Delita,

Eromy activity within the tactleal arces of the Fleet Cervrand, Cosstal,
and Riverine Forces remgined at a relatively low level throughout the rmonth
of March, The Fleet Corrand rmainlained feourtcen wits on MuKeT 1THE pate
rols curing tho menth, In comparisen to February Fleet Comunnd statlstics,
there was a 122% and a 1243 inerease, respeciively, in the number of Jjunks
and persons sesrched, The number of junks and persons detaincd ¢ropped to
zero, FCM 600 was patrelling her MABKET TIME olation on the early morning

of 1/ March when she received an wurgent request for gunfire support. The
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£F base at Cua CGan (US 815 375) on Phu Luoo Island was under attack from
the northwest by an estimated two squads of Viet Cong, Approxdrately
thirty nminutes after the initial attack the FF cempany was Leing probed
by another estimated two squads of Viet Cong for the south, Doth atiacks
were broxen when the PGM fired on the Viet Cong positlons, A total of
1180 rounds of A4Cwmm, 20-1, and ,50 caliber were expended by the ship
durdng the fights At first light the RF forces searched the area but
found only fresh trnlls and a srall camp, 4 similar incldent occured on
20 Yarch and PGM 600 was again called upon to provide gunfise support,
LSIL'g and PGH's conducted daily patrols on the long Tao, Co Chien,
and My Tho rivera, Most of the 74 gunfire support missions recorded by
the Fleet Ceomnnd during March were fired by the ISIL's as harressment and
interdiction misslons in the Rung Sat Specisl Zone, An aversge off 15 VNN
PER's of River Patrol Group 51 (RPG-51) carried out threc day und five

gt putrely on the long Teo and Scirap rivers, UWhile Cragging ihe long

o

-

Tau and Deng lial rivers, VIl minesweepers and WIHN'a recovered elecirieal
wire uocd in water nines cn four separate occasslons,

Vi Coastul Croups in all four ceastal zenes scarched a total of
67,879 junks end 193,340 persons, and detained €0 junks and G46 persons,
ihis represented a 25%, 278, 10%, and 22 incrcase, respoctively, in reloe
tion to Pebruary statistics. Junks in the First end Second constnl zones
accounted for 9% of the junks detaltned and 945 of the people detained,

In the First Ceastal Zone the newly initinted incurcions on the Cua

“nclosure (7)
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Dad Rdver (BT 210 575) by TF 115 FoF'a and Ceastal Group 14 units (CG 14)
net with eneny resistances On 1 bareh o CG 14 junk wos the apparent tare
cet of a corvand dotonated mine (57 191 579). This wes tic first mining
atienpt reported in the Cua Dai arca in reny ponths, .arly on the evening
of 9 Fareh CG 1A personnel spotted seven Viet Conp on the south bank of the
Cua Lai :diver 37 203 559), possitly in the process of laying veter nines,
U.5. Advisors end base perzonnol fived 8lemm, o50 caliber, und k=00 at the
Viet Cong, An investipation of tho aren revealed that six Viel Cong had
becn killeds Cn 12 March the CG 36 ariush tean was inserted on Iung Island
at the pouth of the Basaac River (XR 252 72/4) and nade enemy contact in the
Tfirst half houwr, 1Iwo Viet Cong wore reported killed during the sweep,
Cperation TRAN HUNG DAO, which was expanded in February to include
VINI PCF¥ s and FPourth Ccastal Zone junks, has yiclded satiaflaetory results,
Irfiltration fros Cambodin has been redarded because of the high risk face
tor of interception by filendly forces, The goevernmen! pres:nee has in.
creased along the Vinp Te Canal and the Viet Cong extortion yractices have
declined, Two U.S. PCF's of TG 115.,4 and two Vilii PCF's conducted daily
patrols of the Bach Giang Thanh, covering the arca fren ila Tiea twelve
1:1ies up strezn, { from V8 438 467 to V5 56? 639), Thirty men at a tire
from the nincty nan VN Coastal Group ?.cactiox; Tean participating in Tran
liung Deo are to te relieved from the opercotion to receive two -'ucks of
training in ambush ond sweep tactics, .xuimicnt problens that were orig-

inally found in the reaction team are under control an¢ accditicanl items
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that are nceded are being procured by the U.S, advisera. Vil junks carried
out daily patrols on the Vinh Te Canal with the number of junks that were
utilized varyins from soven to sixtoen, The water level in the canal
cont.inuco tu presest problems to the Junks; patrols were restrictod to
arcas where the wate» was sufficiently deer

.iverine dsteuld Croups (inG'a) participated in amphitious assault and
river patrols, acted as blocking forces, and provided escort services in
the Third and Fourth riverine arsas. Sixteen river assault craf't from RiG's
21, 23, 29, and 31 embarked ARVN forces at My Tho on 15 lMarch and inserted
them 13 miles west of My Tho (from X5 310 400 to ¥S 200 400), late in the
afternoon the troops were extracted and returned to My Tho. Zesulis of ths
ARYH sweep were 17 Viet Cong killed, 23 Viet Cong ard 3 Viet Cong suspecta

captured, and an ascortrment of arns, armwunition, and supplies confliscated.

-

The two 2iver Assoult ond Interdiction Divisions (FAID 70 anmd RAID 71)
that were turned cver %o the ¥Vietnazese Navy on 1 February encoustered nedee
rate enemy activity while participating in coordinated GIANT SLINGSHCT opera-~

tions on the Vam Co Dong and Vani Co Tay rivers,

teen friendly initiated firefights and an equal nurber of enczy initiated

firefights trnt involved RAID units as cnemy personnel and logistics infi{l.
ir..tion rovenents along thc tuo rivers were Interrupted, The arca just

soutbeast of Tra Cu on the Vam Co Song River (XS 515 $60)

wvas the scene of
r

oighteer incldento. 1 Yerations Acluding BAZD :raft accounted for 56 Viet

Long kill4d end bBAnther 37 . probably ¥illed, and 17 Viet Cdng suspects
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captured. The VNH reported two' VK satlors killed and 21 wounded in GIANT

SLINGSHOT operationse

e v

Vietnamese Marine Corps

The Vietnamose Marize Corps (WNMC) and their U.S. Advisors opeorated
in III and IV CTZ in March., Enemy contact varied from negligible to heavy
with the mjority of contact termed as light by the U.S. Advisors,

Throaghout March, Prigade "A", comprised of the Brigade Headquarters,
the 1st Baitalion, and Battery "C", VMMC Artillary Battalion, performed re=-
connaissarce in force operations under the operational control of the 5th !
ARVN Division in Birh Duecg Province north of Saigon (XT 710 148). From

21 - 25 Moxch the 1st Baitalion, while in night defense positions, received

82-rm mortar and/or B-40 rocket fire; on 26_March the battalion was in mode-

rate contect with an enexy conpany,

Duriag March Brigacde "B" vhich includes the Brigface leadcuarters,
the 4th a=d 6th Battalions, and Battery "B", VI1C Artillery :tati.lion par-
ticipated in reconnaissarce/riverine operations and combat cir assault in
Chuong Thien and Kien Gisng Provinces in IV CTZ under the control of the
213t ARVN Division, On 19 March the Brigade moved south from the Vi Thanh
area (WR 53 82) to the Twin- Rivers Region (WR 30 70) and commenced opera=
tions wifh - U+ Se Navy River Assault Squadron 15 and RAG 33, Contact
with énccy forces was moferate to heavy on 21 and 22 March with waterborne

forces being ambushed on five separate occasions. During the two day period
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landing assaults made against the enemy forces by 4th Battalion Marines
accounted for 53 Viet Cong killed, From 28 = 30 Harch another combined
waterborne and helitorne opor:.tion was copducted in the area yiclding 34

morc Viet Cong killed,
Undor the operationzl cont:ol of tho Long Sien Spccial Zone the 2nd

Battalion continucd security patrols in the area approximately five kilo~
meters east of Bien Hoa (XT 075 125), experiencing light and scattered
contact, The battalion commenced reconnaissance in force missions on the
17th of March in the western soction of Binh Hoa Province under the control
of the 18th ARVN Division., These continued until 23 March when the 2nd Bat-
talion moved to Long Bien (XT 010 005) and becare the III CTZ reserve force,
On 26 March the battdlion returned to the control of the 18th ARVN Division
and were again retained in a reserve status at long Bien, |

From 1 = 7 March the 3rd Battalion under the operational control of
the 1st U.s. Cavalry carricd out reconnaissance in force opemtic;ns in the
Binh Long and an Loc arcas (XT 765 885, 880 933) of Binh long Prevince, On
3 March the battalion's rear base camp at Quan Loi (XT £10 920) was shelled
with epproxirately thirty 82-mm mortar rounds, Six Vietnamese lMarines were
wounced, Following a helolift into a new tactical area on 8 Mar:h ncrth-
east of Tay Ninh (XT 40 60) the battalion experienced light contact, The
rarines vere again moved by helo on 12 March to a new area southeast of Tay
Ninh and placed uncer the control of the ARVN Airborne Division, Enemy con-

tact was neglipgible through 18 March when the battalion returned to the base
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camp at Thu Duc to stand down and to assine a one hour standby status under
Joint Genoral Staff (JGS) control for the remainder of the month.

Tho 5th Battalion was initially stonding cown at the Yhu Duc base
camp el in a reserve status for JGi. Cn 16 }arch the batialion chopped to
tho 2nd Airborne Division ARVH and counenced sccurity and rcconnaissance in
force operations in an area about two kilomoters north of Saigon. They ex=
poricnced only lirht cnany contact for the rcmainder of the month,

Battery "A", ViliC Artillery Battalion remained in a recdy status the
cntire rmonth at the Thu Noc base c:i.np. Battery "D" uas assipned to the |
Carital Military Command:’'in Saigon,
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b VNN VRME STATISTICAL SUMMARY
3 VIETHAMESE NAVY:
Dally hrerage Searchaed Detained
COASTAL FORCE T ]
‘ . T Le.s 38,8 19,33 66,129 32 260
) II  Lb,3 L3k 30,973 83,915 L7 326
f 111 gz.g gzg S,S‘a 2'/,1825 0 32
;, i w53, .8 8200 20,871 1 1)
. Sub-totals: 7,019 198,38 B BLS
: t
R #7LIET COMMAND
3 : PATAOL TUIPS 27,1 27,0 L,18 16,260 0 o]
g RIVERINE AREA )
i CRAFT 28,1 1264,1 6,59, 24,093 0 1
! /6T RESERVE
; FORCE 8.0 69,3 51l 8a o _0
: Totalss 83,229 293,514 80 647
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:
; VC/NVA: KIA 172 Captured 32  Suspects Detained _9
’ NG s XIA 39 WIA 155 KA 0O
# Provided 74 gunfire support missions,
# Ircludes RAGC 27, RTES and RPG 51,
!
0 :
C !
SROUP 4
Downgraded at 3 vear intervals
; Declassified alver 12 vears
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AI'D CIVIC ACTION CUMYIEY

Naval forces throughout the country continued to make good use
of loudspeaker broadcasts, using either taped or live messages,
Thenes used were loi Chanh, Voluntary Inforrant Program, support of
the Government of Vietnam and appeals to VC/NVN scldiers, The value
of the loudspeaker program was demonstrated again this mont-h vwhen a
Hoi Chan from the Danang area stated he had heard tke waterborne
broadcasts and was able to recite from memory, thrse of the Naval
Advisory OGroup Danang Proadcasts, During the month, 57 Hol Charh
rallied to the Govermment of Vietnam, utilizing Narzl Forces as ral-
lying points, The majority of these ralliers came from the IV Corps
Tactical Zone, The Psyops program was an .irrt.egre.l part of the USN/
VNN operations in all regions 4n which they cperated,

Reconstruction contimes on the Civic Action Iumberyard at
Danang which was~destroyed last month during an ezszy attack, One
hundred self~help projects are currently underway in the Danang area
and 185 children are receiving $S.(;0 per month scmlarships as pro-
vided by the NAVSUPPACT Danang Scholarship fund, Tke vocational
training school at No Thuan Compound started an ==t mechanic train-
ing course on 10 ¥arch with 20 students, and a t;Ting course with 18
students on 17 March, MNAVSUPPACT Detachments at Tan ¥y and Hue con-
ducted signif'igant Civic Action activity, These Zs=tachments have

undertaken self-help community projects and have zssisted in the
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constrection of aschools, a community beach pavilion, and an arts and
crafts center which has recently produced marketable products, Coor-
dination has been initiated for NAVSUPPACT Lanang's participation in
the anTial Vietnamese Sports Festival scheduled for L-6 April, The
games, part of a country-wide athletic competition for the Vietnamese,
will be held at Chi long Stadium in Danang ard will host neighboring
commands including Marine, Air Force and ROKX Marine Teams,

Tte Seabee teams throughout the country, working with the Rev-
olutiozary Development Program, reported thal a totel of 276 Viet-
namese rationals received training with the Seabees, These teams
also assisted various churches, schools and crphanages in repairing
gnd remvatihg their facilities, The Seabee team in Gia Dinh Pro-
.vince is providing English classes three nights a week to interested
Vietnsnese .

During the month over 30,000 pecple received medical treatment

through the Navy Medical Civic Action Program,
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USM CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY (1)
; February 1969
| TOTAL NUMBER OF MAN-DAYS PERSOIMNEL OF UNITS ENJAGED IN CIVIC ACTION
] PROJECTS s 2,88,
t COST OF SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITARY RESOURCES FOR CIVIC ACTION
. PROJECTS: VN$_2,609,000
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONSS VN$ $6.200
PERCENTAGE OF U, S, MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
JOINTLY WITH:
Percent,
Other FWMAP a0
RVNAF %7
U, S, civilian voluntary agencies ¥
Average percent of self-help by VI civilians 20
PROGRAMS ' |
Man Da Expenditures (VE$)
Econcmic Develeopment 330 595,000
Education 7%7 673,000
Soclal Welfare T L% . 195,000
Transportation L 35,0
Refugee 57 95,000
INSTITUTES ASSISTEDS
Nunber
Schoocla a0
Hospitals/Dispensaries 12
Orphanages _
Others i

BTZ. (1) Svatistacs shown are those for February; see para-
grapn tvo c¢f transmittal letter,
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