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" PREFACE

This work is essentially an hiztorical study—
rather than a military history-——of the Soviet Army
in the Far East from 1931 to 1945. Like all studies,
it contains a number of opinions and comments, and
clearly labels them as such. It was prepared ty a
former colonel in the ‘Imperial Japanese Army, Saturo
Hayashi, whose career consisted principally of as-
signments in intelligence work regarding the USSR.
(See biographical note, next page%.

The original study was prepared in 1953 under
the .supervision of the Historical Records Division
of the First Demotilization Eureau, and was based
mainly on Colonel Hayashi's notes and recoliections,
supplemented by the scant war records that were
preserved. It is part of a series of thirteen

. studies on Manchuriz prepared by the Demobilization
i Bureau.

The editor has had tne benefit of Colonel Hayashi's ’
advice in putting the study intc its present form, ane
has himself conducted extensive research. In addition
he has had invaluable research assistance from former
Colonel Muraji Yano, a member of the staff of Japanese
consultants retzined by Military History Section,
Headquarters, United States Army Forces Far East and
Eighth United States Army.
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Biographical Note on Author

lieutenant Hayashi was graduated from Japan's militacy
academy in 1925. After about six years of duty wit!-n troops,
he attended the three-year course at Jaran's equivalent of the
U.S. Command and General Staff College. Following graduation
from this school, he was given a series of assignments tkat
kept him in close contact with Soviet matters throughout the
rest of his career: from December 1935 until April 1938,
Captain Hayashi was with the Russian (Fifth) Section of the
Inteliigence (Second) Bureau of the Army General Staff; the
following year lajor Hayashi was sent to the USSR and Poland
as a language officer; in March 1939 he became Assistant
81itary Attache at the Japanese Embassy in Moscow. Upon re-
turning to Japan in October 1940 he was again assigned to the
Fifth Section and was promoted to licitenant colonel early the
following year. Ke became ckief of that section in October 1943,
and after promotion to colonel in iarch 194 continued in that
post nntil JL'me 1944. His next assignment was as chief of the
Third Section of the Operations Bureau of the Army General Staff.
Upon completing this assignment in April 1945, Colonel Hayashi
becane }ilitary Secretary to the War Minister, a post he held

at tre end of the Var.
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CHAPTER I
Strategic Aspects of Far East 2ussia-Manchuria

Primary Considerations in Far East Strategy

As seen by the Japanese Army General Staff, Far Eastern Bu.saia,l
lacking economic independence and isolated from European Russiz, was
critically dependent upon the Trans-Siberian Railroad. Also as seen
by the General Staff, Far Eastern Zussia geograghically formed a
horseshoe around Manchuria. )

These two statements sum up the factors of primary strategic
importance to the General Staff prior to and during World War II in
estimating the capabilities of the Red Army in the Far East. _ Other
factors, of secondary strategic importance, were related to the ex-
istence of this railroad or to this fact of geography; these include,
for the railroad, such factors as capacity, seasopal effects, and
rolling stock, and for geography, such factors as land, sea, and air,
plant and animal life, and man and his industries. It will be seen
that all primary and secondary strat~gic factors were close]y“vinter-
related.

1. The Japanese Army General Staff (JAGS) in referring to Far
Zastern itussia meant generally the area east of Kraspoyarsk Province.
The boundaries of political and administrative subdivisions of Far
Eastern Russia, subject as they were to change, were not relied wpon
by the JAGS in military planning. Instead, to facilitate the wl-
lection of intelligence and the planning of operations, the JAGS
arbitrarily established "military boundaries" which transected the
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Relation of Geography and the Railroad to Offensive Operations

of the Red L my . .

-~

On the offensive, the Rel Army in the Far East was viewed quite
differently by the General Staff than when on the Ldéf.e;'isive, although
in both cases its dependence on the railroad was critical. On the
offensive, the Red Army had as its princ:{iaal asse;c. tge i‘a;:'t that
geography enabled it prior to hostilities to deploy in an encircling
position around lanchuria. From such a starting position the attacker
could tighten the encirclement and be in a favorable position to
annihilate the opposing force. (Had the Soviet Far Eastern Arnoy
been sufficiently powerful in 1941 to czpitalize on this geographic
edvantage and carry out 2 strategic encirclement, its prize would
have been the hwantung Army which at that time constituted the mz2in
strength of the Japenese Army.) But such a military campaign, to

be sustained, would depend upon supplies shipped from the heart of

. the Soviet Union via the Trans-~Siberian Railroad. The railroad,

however, did not have sufficient transportation capacity to provide
continuous supply support; nor were the resources of Far Eastern
fussia 2lone adeguate to support such a campaign. Thus, while
geography afforded advantages, the lack of an adeqguate rear supply
system constituted a decided disadvantage. rurthermore, since the
railroad ran parallel rether than perpendicular to the frontier, the

"rear" supply system in addition to being inadequate was vulnerable.

administrative boundaries (See Map No. 1), and did not necessarily
conform to the boundaries of Soviet Army components. The regions
enclosed by these military boundaries will be referred to simply as
areas; the principal areas to which reference will be made in this
study will be the Ussuri area, the Amur arez, and the Trans-Baikal
area. (See Yap Mo. 1). References to SSRs, ASSRs, oblasts, krays,
olrugs, and rayony will be made only when necessary, for example in
coornection with population figures.

10
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Relation of Geography and the Railroad to Defensive Operations
of the Red Aray

Geograph; and the“'h-a.as-Siberian Railroad played as important
a roa.e :.n the ﬁational—.strategy of the Soviet Union as in its. ‘
Far Eost strategy. In & situnation in which the Red Army in the
Fer Ezst was on the defensive, Far Eastern Russia would have to be
viewed as part of the Soviet Union as a whole. (Had the Kwantung
irmy vhen it was at peak strenzth been able to occupy Far Eastern
Zussia, it vould have meant only that the Far East wing of the
Scviet Army lad been defeated, not its main body.) The capture of
Fer Zastern Zussia would not prove feztal to the Soviet Union, if
tre mein bedy of its armr rezained intact and the heart of the
Soviet Union remained unimpaired.

"ne Soviet Union had never maintained the main body of its
army in the Far East. ZIven had it ever desired to do so (which
wonld perilously weaken its Iuropean fr~ziler) it would not be able
<o furnish adeguate and continuous supply support so long as the
rear supply srstex and the resources of rar Eastern Russia, separately
er in cosbination, remaired inadejuate.

Under these circumsiznces it was inconceivable to the Japanese
3ener2] Staff thzi the Soviet Union would deploy the main body of
<ts Aray in the Fer :2st. Sc long as the Soviet Union did not do
so, it followed that it was impossible to engage the main body of

+he Soviet Army in a decisive battle in the far Zast. From this




reasoning the Gener:n. Staff dreu the e9nclusion that it was impos-
sible to defeat the Soviet Union by operations on only the Far ™

Eastern front.? Those operations that could be mdertaken in the

Far Fast -wonld not be sufficient to defeat the Soviet Union, since
they would involve only one front, and only one segment of the Soviet
army. Furthermore, one of the mst vexing problems confronting the
Japanese Army General Staff in formmlating operational plan= ;gainst
the USSR was to determine at which line to terminate operations. In
this connection, it was generally believed that even if the Japanese
advanced a2s far as the Trans-Baikal area the defeat of the USSR

could not be accomplished.

General Staff Requirements for Defeat of USSR in World War TI

lihat then should have been done to defeat the USSR in World
Var 1I? Thecoretically, it was simple. The first requirement was
to prevent a situation from developing vhereby the Soviet Army would

be enabled to defeat its enemies in Europe and the Far East one by

2. German vorld War II commanders reached the same conclusion
2bout 2 one-sided assault from the West. In a historical study en-
titled Terrain Factors in the Russian Cempaign compiled by several
forzer German generals and published on 26 July 1951 by the U.S.
Depart=eat of the Army in pamphlet from (DA Pamphlet 20-290), the
following statements respectively open and close the chapter called
"eonclusions." "Never in history has a one-sided attack from the
vest succeeded in subjugating “ussia." The recent war (World War II)
has reaffirmed only one fact: In any one-sided assault from the West,
even the best of military forces will find it more than difficult to
bring about the collapse of Russia." The use of the qualifying phrase
“from the ‘est" by the German generals undoubtedly refers to the fact
that Russia was subjugated from the East (through the Caucasus) in 1240.

10
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one, as was actually the case in Vorld War II, or, stated offensively,
to attack the Soviet Union simultaneously in Europe and the Far East.
It can readily be seen that multi-front operations, undesired by the
army of any nation, would be particularly disad rantageous to the
Soviet Union.

The second and third requirements were, respectively, to neutralize
the heart of the Soviet Union, particularly the industrial Ural area,
and to cause internal disintegration by means of political strategems.
Thal great d%fficulty wo;ld be encountered in carrying out these pre-
requisites was fully recognized by the Genesral Staff.

Tt is safe to say that while geography favered Far Eastern
Russia, the inadequacy of its econcmic develorzent and its excessive
dependence upon the Trans-Siberian Railroad mcst seriously handicapped
the strategy of the Soviet Far Eastern Arzy. These and other weaknes- .

ses will be described in subsequent chaplers.




CHAPTER IX
Factors Handicapping Strategy

Sparse Population

The 1926 population of Far Eastern Russia (hereafter referred
to simply as FER) was 3,168,839. During the twelve years between
December 1926 and January 1939 it increased to 5,326,439, azcording
to the 1939 national census of the USSFL3 The average density in
FER was only 1.12 persons pe square ldlometex;, considerably less
than the 8 75 for the entire USRR.%

One of the major effects of this small and dispersed population
was to delay the development of the economy and transportation.
This in turn placed a restraint on Soviet military activity in the
Far East. For example, the sparse population meant an insufficient
mmber of homes gor billeting soldiers and inadequately produced

local foodstuffs for feeding them.’ These shortages, it should be

3. Subsequent to the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939 the
Soviets made no anncuncements regarding population. In March 1945,
the Japanese Army General Staff estimated the population in FER to
be 6,050,000, including about 700,000 troops (11% of the total) and
about 300, (‘OO forced laborers.

4. 'l'he density and dispersion of population in the four major
pre-war provinces of FER are indicated by the following figures taken
from the 1939 census: 4.39 persons per sguare kilometer in the Maritime
Province, 0.56 in the Khabarovsk Province, 1.61 i Chita Province, nd
1.39 in Irkutsk Province.

5. The practice of quartering soldiers in private bomes is
perhaps least known in the US, wherv no wars have been fought since

. the Civil and Indian Wars. Article IT of the Bill of Rights which
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stated, would work to the detriment of an invader as much as they

restrained Soviét forces.

Both in FER and in the USSR as a whole the city population was

le;s than the farm population a the beginning of World War II. .
(In FER 2,348,163 people lived in cities, 2,978,276 on farms).
Fowever, in comparison with the USSH, FZR's city population was
greater percentzgewise (see table below). This was interpreted as
possibly indicating that a greater emphasis was ﬁeing placed on

- . industrial develcpxment in FzR.

Urban Rural
BR 33% 67%
F&R LL% 56%

Shortace of Rezruits and Reservists

The presence of a large percentzge of FIR population in cities

(as compared with the USSR 2s a whole) zggravated the manpower problem

created by sparse population. Beczuse of the emphasis on industrial

becace effective in 1791 stetes: "No soldier shall in time of peace
be quartered in amy house, without the consent of the ovner, nor in
time of war, but in a menner So be prescribed by law." The reader
should bear in rind that the moderrity and wealth of the U.S. Army
is most cleerly seen when compared vith other armies, particularly
those that, wkile using modern wearons, continue to adher to such
ancient practices as living off the lard, quartering troops, and
taking slaves (instead of FOVWs). To the extent that an army feels
compslled to eageze in such practices ils organizational structure
vwill very. For exzmple, an army that plans to live off the land
will not have the saxze type of logistical elements as one that plans
to supply itself.

16

T AR RIS 2




doveiopmnt, the farms were the main source of new personnel. This
gave FER a smaller manpower reservoir, percentagewise, than the USSR
as a whole, and resulted in a shortage of both recruits and reservists.

To remedy the shortage of recruits, youths were drawn from dis-
tricts west of Lake Baikal. During the annual enlistment period,
conducted during September and October, east-bound trains trans-
porting young men were frequently observed. Although this was also
the period for discharging soldiers who had completed their training,
west-bound trains transporting discharged soldiers were few. Soviet
authorities in order to build up a manpower pool for mobilization in
FER forcibly required many discharged soldiers to settle there.
(Soviet attempts to encourage emigration to the Far East will be
discussed in a later chapter.)

Since dependence on a large reserve that could be rapidly mobi-~
lized in the event of a surprise Japanese attack was a major factor
in Soviet strategy, the shortage of reservists caused special concern
to Soviet authorities, especially since it meant that reinforcements
would have to be obtained from European Russia. In view of this the
USSR, a few years before the war, authorized the Far Eastern Army to
maintain its infantry divisions on a wartime (larger) table of organ-
ization. Although this level was never fully met, in 1S40 the strength
of some divisions was as high as about 85 per cent in both personnel
and horses. In this way the number of reservists that would be needed

in time of mobilization was kept at a minimum.

At any rate, the sparse population rendered it difficult for the

]
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Soviet Par Esstern bruy to meintein its strength, especially on & war- -
time basis. The Japanese Arny General Staff ascertained that the only-.’
Soviet nﬁlitary bases in the Far East with enough reserves to mobilize :
new units were those at Vladivostok, Iih;abarovsk, Chita, and _Iflo.xtsk.
Soch being the case, it concluded that the Soviets in order to be
eble to carry out large-scale offensive operations in the Far East
would have to transfer many divisions ngn the west. Since these
divisions would have to be transported by the Trans-Siberian Rail-
road, the railroad was indispensable to the Soviets from a military
viewpoint in tie Far East.

Izck of FEconomic Self-Sufficiency

Far Fastern Russia was sleering during most of the first Five-
Year Plan (1928-1932); it awakened following the Kanchurian Incident
in 1931. For the second Five-Tear Plan (1933-1937) the Soviets allo~
cated large sums for the developrent of FER, with emphasis on heavy
industries. The third Five-Year Flan (1938-1942) provided for con-
tinued development in the Far East. Through it the USSR sought to
achieve economic self-sufficiency for FER so that in case of war it
might be independent of Europe. Zmphasis was placed on military
recuirements. Great efforts were made o diminish reliance on the
Trans-Siberian Hailroad so thet in wartime the railroad might be
used primarily for transporting military personnel and supplies,
and also so that shouid the operation of the railroad be disrupted
FER might be enabled to subsist independently. This plan was not

carried out successfully mainly because the population was too small

20
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% carry out such an ambitious program in so vast an area. At the

beginning of 1945, the Japenese Arnw'Gener&'L Staff made an estimate
of the degree of self-suificiency attained. This estimate is discus-
sed below.

Foodstuffs - Far Eastern Russia was short of grain every year
bty hundreds of thousands of tons despits the fact that it included
the Ussuri and Amir regions, "the granaries of Far Eastern Russia.”
This shortage had to be made up from other areas. In 1937, for
ins%ance, 800,000 tons of grain had to be obtained from European
Russia.

The normal cr..» of bread-making grain in FER was only about
1,130,000 tons, according to published statistics. About 200,000
ton:, of this, however, were required as seed for the following year,
leaving an actual supply of about 930,000 tons. This represented a
self-sufficiency ratio of 67 per cent against requirements computed
on the basis of population (5,350,000 eivilian, 700,000 ;n:!lita.ry),
and allowed a rate of 330 kilograms for each soldier per anzum (900
grams daily) and 215 kilograms for each civilian per anmm (360 grams
daily). The wartj’une stockpile of foodstuffs was estimated at about
800,000 tons.

Petroleum - Although there were petroleum-producing areas in
Yorthern Sakhalin, Kamchatka, and along the shores of Lake Bailal,
only the one in Northern Sakhalirn was active. The output thers was
estimated at about 1,000,000 tons anmually, giv:Lng FER 66 per cent

self-sufficiency in petroleum. (Records show that about 500,000 tons




of petroleum had to be obtained from the west during 1937). Apart

from this, the petroleum stockpile in FER ‘was estimuted at 1,300,000

tons. (One ton equals approximately six barrels).
4

Iron and Steel - Although FER abounds in iron ore deposits,

there were only two large iron mills, namely the Fetrovsk-ZaBaikelskiy
Iron torks and the Amur Steel 1411 (Amur Stal). The totzl annual
output of these and several szaller mills was only 2 ,000 tons of
steel and 10,C00 tens of pig irun. The self-sutficiency percerntege
of steel wezs estimated at 38 per cent. (lio stockpile figures were
available. ) "

Coal - Far Eastern Zussia abourds in ccal deposits &lso, and
its output had increased year by year. In 1945, it was estimated at

about 14,400,000 tons. Horever, &fter deducting the amount used at

the ccal mines, the actuzl output for outside consumption was about
13,200,000 tons. This emount was bzrely sufficient to meet peace-
time needs.

Minitions - The muniticns industry had nov been firmly established
at the outtreat of Vorld ‘iar II, due principally to the wezkness of
the iron end steel industry, but also tc the lack of aluminum pro-
cduction and the sad stite of the mechine-manutacturing industry.

Its wartime production capecity wes small: monthly production of
aircraft wes about 40O, of tanks about 150, of armered cers about
30, and of various types of guns about 550. lost of the munitions

factories were located near the Lanchurian-Soviet border and hence

22
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were vulnerable. To offset this disadvantrye, Soviel authorities
as early as 1940 attempted to develop the EKomsorx:lsk area into a
mnitions manufacturing area. Ia addition, up Lo the time ths war _
ended, the Soviets made extensive efforts to turp the Trans-Baikal
area, especially near Irkutsk and Ulan Ude, inte another munitions
manufacturing area.

Failure to achieve a satisfactory degree of economic self-
safficiency constituted a strategic weakness, ard made FER depandent
upon supplies from European Russia. Hence, from an econonic as well
as a military viewpoint the Trans-Siberian Railroad inevitably came
to assume a vital role in the Far East.

Limited Transportation Capacitvy of Trans-Siberian Hailroad

Military and economic reliance upon the railroad served to
emphasize the immense strategic importence of this life-line to
Far Eastern Russia; without it, large-scale Soviet operations in the
Far East were impossible.

The railroad itself, however, was inherently handicapped. The
most important problem from the viewpoint of Far East strategy was
its limited capacity: it meant that even if the Soviet Ugion could
mobilize several hrndred divisions it could mot efficiently and
promptly transport thea to the Far fast, nor suppo~ them. This
capacity proulenm was of such importance, in fact, that the Japanese
Army General Staff mede a continuing investigation and study of it.

(For a 1945 estimate of the track capacity of the railroad see Chart

23
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M. 1.)

The General Staff estimated the maximum wariime transportation
) capacity of the Trans-Siberian Railroad to be 13,000,000 tons per year,é
of which approximately 9,300,000 tons could be alloted to military
transportation. On the basis of this capacity, plus stockpiles in
FER (about 800,000 tons of foodstuffs and about 1,300,000 tons of
liquid fuel), the General Stafi estimated the number of divisions
that the Soviets could support in FZR to be between 55 and 60.

To the great reliance on the railroad and to the railroad's
limited capacity must be added its vulnerability; the Soviet Army
in the Far Last would be doomed if the railroad were disrupted.

Tne railroad had many vglnerable points. A&side from the fact that
it ran quite close to and along the Soviet-anchuria border, several
key points were close to Japanese installations; for exanmple, the
iron bridge at Iman was located within four kilometers of Japanese
heavy guns emplaced a2t the border foriifications near Hutou. This

was evidently a maiter of greai concern to Soviet army authorities.

6. Based on following assumption: Yaximum number of trains
operating east of Karymskoe is 5L in summer and 51 in winter; loading
capacity of one train is 750 tons in suwwmer and 600 tons in winter;
one year consists of a summer and winter of equal duration. (General
John R Deane in The Stranze Alliance, pp 263-64, states that U.S.
planners calculzted thet the Trans-Siberian would fall short of the
capacity needed to maintain Soviet Far East forces by about 200,000
tons a month. This was based on figures furnished by Stalin at the
time of the Churchill conferences in October ]:91.14.)
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To offset thia strate_gic weakness the Soviets begt.n the con-

e.w--sm e w....-u-rdl - " rand W L&

strnction of the Ban Railroad.’ The route of. this prely strateglc
m.]road, nith a length_of L,OOO kﬂomters, followed the 'h'ans-

m—.A

Siberian nntil it reached Taishet, where it branched off and ran

BRIl Y.

through the ‘trackless highlands north of Lake Baikal to Komsomolsk
end continued on to the coastal city of Sovetskaya Gavan, opposite
sowthern Sakhalin. (See ap No. 2)

I;hc; construction of this raiiroad was by no means an easy task
o) i'a.r as technical skill ani the supply of labor were concerned.
The Jananese Army General Staff interpreted the attempt to construct
it in the face of great dii’ficulties as a manifestation of the Soviet's
firm determination to secure the eastern part of Far Eastern Russia
ab all co:;ts and as evidence of deep concern over the possible dis- .
ruption of the Trans-Siberian Railroad.

7. In 1939 the Jepanese Army General Staff, after a special
investigation, estimated that the Eam Railroad would be completed
sbout 1945. Due to the ouitbrezk ol the German-Soviet VWar, the .
coastruction of the railroed vas suspended unt:tl the termination
of the war.
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MAP NO. 2
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CHAPTER ITII
Military Geographical Factors in Far Eastern Russia

Li'nes of Communication

The regions of Far Eastern Russia that lie_édjacent to Yanchuria
have been identified at different times either geographically as prov-
inces or territories, or as politico-administrative subdivisions
(oblasts, krays, etc.) of the USSR. In this study they will be re-
ferred to as ;L) the Ussu-ri area exmbracing ali Soviet territory east
of the Ussuri'.-A.mr River line including the ¥aritime Province, 2) the
Amur area to the north of Yenchuria, and 3) the Trans-Baikal area
(including Chita and the Buryat longol ASSR) to the northwest. These
three areas, together with Outer Monzolia—a Soviet satellite since
1921—formed the horseshoe around »anchuria.®

Only in the Trans-Baikel area could it be said that the line
of communication (Trans-Siberian Railroad) ran perpendicular to the
front; hence, this was the only area that actually had a "rear”
supply line. In the Amur and Ussuri areas the railroad ran parallel
to the frontier. Considering the railroad's route through these
latter areas the Soviets could not regard the railroad as a "rear

line of communication" but more properly as a line of communicaticn

8. A compariscn of ‘orld ¥er IT maps of the USSR prepered by the
U.S. National Geographic Society with and postwar maps of the USSR
prepared by the Army !2p Service from British sources, clearly shows
the changes in geographical and politico-adminisirative boundaries.
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running 73 froot of the enemy. . ,

The Ja.pa.neae, on the other h&nd had extensive supply li.nea not
only to Ma.nchur.tn bnt alao within Manchuria. Regu.lu" sea rontea eon- §
nected the Japanese islands with porth and south Koru as well as f
with the Fort A.rthur and Dairen areas. Furthermore, the railroad |
network in lanchuria was compnrgti?ely well-developed and was 4nked
with those of Xorea and China. -~ |

The Soviet Special Far Eastern Army, which until 1935 had
‘ Jurisdiction over all of Far Eastern Ruuia,. that is to say the
area east of Krasnoyarsk, was deeply concern&d‘ about lines of com-
mnication. Mot orly was it fearful of possible disruption of its
~omn lines, tut ‘it was intent on severing the supply l.ines ‘of the
Ewantung Army.

The Trans-—Baﬂal Area and Outer }b_qg__

Of the aevera.l vulnerable segments of the.Tra.ns-Siberian'
Railroad, the one that gave the Special Far Eastern Army most cause
for concern was that in the haﬁs-BaikaJ., "the throat of Far Eastern
Pussia." As can be seen from a map, once the Trans-Baikal segment .
is severed and the adjacent area seized by an enemy, the Amur and
Ussuri regions to the east become completely isolated. ‘(Se‘e ap No. 2)

In view of this apprehension, thé Soviets took continuing steps
to forestall a disruption of its line of ‘commnication in tbe Trans-
Baikal. In 1931, after the YManchurian Incident, they began fortifying
the area along the banks of the Borzya River, and reinforced tank’ o
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strength along the Outer Mongolian-Yanchurian border and in the ax
adjacent to the Karymskoe-Manchouli railroad. In 1936, the USSR
made public a mutual assistance pact with Outer longolia, the poli
purpose of which was to warn the Japanese to stay out of Outer Mon
and the military purpose of whicb. wes to acquire the right to stat
troops in Outer longolia. Thereafter measures to flank larnchuria
the west and to complete the encirclszemt of lanchuria were pushed
In 1938, the 36th Motorized Division, then at 'Cﬁita, was sent to
Outer lbnzolia and stationed in the vicinity of Ude, a key point
near Inner l&:;néolia, on the road between Ulan Bator and Kalgan.
(Kalgan is only about 100 mjles from Peiping).

Sending this division to Ude had as its obvious purpose the
disruption in an emergency of the transportation of Japanese forces,
from China Froper to reinforce lManchuria.

(That a plan with such an objective existed during
Yorld War II was corroborated by lL2jor General John
R. Deane of the United Staies in testizopy given
before the Internaticnal Zijtery Tribunal for the
Far East on 5 June 1947. Ceneral Dezne stated:

"In the Soviet-American Joint Operational Conference
against Japan, held in Octcber 1944, Stalin proposed
a plan to attack Peiping ard Tientsin from the Trans-
Baikal through Outer longolia and Falgen with highly
mobile groups, while brmg::.g pressure to bear on the
northeastern border of lznemuria.")

Another mea.su.re undertaken by the USSR to inprove its strategic
position in the Trans-Baikal and to extend its encirclement of
tanchuria was the. construction of a ra:.lroad con.necting the Trans-

-y

Baikal with Outer l.bngolia. This line was the first railroad to be
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Sending this division to Ude had as its obvious purpose the
disruption in an emergency of the transportation of Japanese forces,
from China Proper to reinforce lanchrria.

(That a plan with such an objective existed during
torld VWar II was corroborated by l2jor General John
R. Deane of the United States in testizony given
before the Internaticnal HEYjitery Tribunal for the
Far East on 5 June 1947. Ceneral Deane stated:

"In the Soviet-American Joint Operational Conference
against Japan, held in Octcber 1944, Stalin proposed
a plan to attack Peiping azd Tieatsin from the Trans-
Baikal through Outer lbongolia and Falgan with highly
mobile groups, while brmgﬂ ng pressure to bear on the
northeastern border of lanchuria.")

Another mea.su.re undertaken by the USSR to improve its strategic
position in the Trans-Bzikal and to extend its encirclement of
tanchuria was the. construction of a raa.lroad connecting the Trans-~

‘Baikal with Outer Lbngolia. This line was the first ra.ilroad to be
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eonstrncted in the eastern pa.rt ot Outer lbngol:la It branched off
the Tra.ns—Siberia.n system ‘at the city of Borzya (4n the Trans-
Baikal), ran south, crossing the S:Lberia.n—Outer Mongolia border, to
Choibalsan and then eastward to Tamsag, which lies within thirty
miles of the lenchurian border. (This railroad, begun in 193¢, was
completed about 1939 and was called the lblotovskaya Railroad; it
gave the USSR a distinct strategic advantage during the Nomonhan
Incident in 1939.) (See Map No. 2)

The route of the railroad was generally parallel to and within
about forty miles of the periphery of the }hhéhurm gwgraphieﬁ
salient into Outer longolia. Tts importance lay mot so mmch in its
. proximity to the frontier, however, as in the fact tha£ it gave the
USSR a more sovtherly approach to lManchuria through the geographical
eounier—salient (the Tamsag salient) which Outer Mongolia makes
into Manchuria. Hence, the Borzya-Tamsag railroad would enable
Soviet forces to consolidate for a major operational thrust against
the central part of Manchuria, including the cap;’Ltal' of Hsinking,
instead of laboring along the more mortherly Yanchouli-Harbin route,
vhere open stretches on both the approach and rear side of the
mountains as well as the longer distance and greater obstacles
(mountains, Hailar fortifications) posed greater handicaps.

(That this southerly operationall direction enables
4 more rapid military advance into the central plains

of lanchuria than the routes from the Amur or Ussuri
areas, was proved by the Red Army in August l9h5 )
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The greatest obstacle to operations in the these areas, which

are mostly desert, was the difficulty in maintaining a rear supply

system, especially as regards water and fuel.

(The importance of water and fuel in this area

was also shown in August 1945 when the USSR

entered the war against Japan. The Soviet

mechanized group that advanced through the Tamsag

salient into the central part of Manchuria was

forced to halt teamporarily due to the shortage of

fuel only two or three days after it started

operations. lbreover, of the Soviet and longolian

forces that advanced southward along the Ulan Eator-

Kalgan road in the direction of Peiping, only one

Soviet motorized infantry battalion and one Cuter

Yongolian cavalry unit got as far as Kalgan.

It should be said, therefore, that although these flatlands
facilitate the passage of gx:ound trcops, they constituts a strateg
obstacle zone where military operations would be extremely difiicu
unless a railroad or other adequate transportation facilities were
evailable.

From the standpoint of offensive operations launched from
lanchuria, it may be said that the Trans-Baikal area constitutes
the "throat of rar Eastern Russia," and that the complete seizure
thereof is the quickest way to control Far Eastern Russia. It must
be recognized, however, because of the numerous attendani'. difficult
that an advance into this area is by no means an easy tasic, its wic
expanse of wasteland imposing as it does a heavy burden upon the
supply effort of an invading force. On the other hand, (as was sh

in 1945) the same supply difficulties would confront Spviét forces

-2
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advancing from the Trans-Baikal area into Manchuria or morthern Chtoa.

In short, ‘transportation facilities determine the volume of supply
sup;;oz"i: possible .for 9pef;tior;s in the area_m.as.t of Vanchuria and ~
therefore play a vital role. . o

East of the Trans-Baikal avea and connecting it with the Ussuri
(meritime) area was the Amur area generally north of Manchuria.
Three geographical features must be considered in connection with
this northern border: 1) the Amir River, which provides a natural
toundary, 2) the Greater Hsingan Mountain Range which extends to the
border and is separated from Siberian mountains by the Amur River
and 3) the “bulée""which Manchuria makes into Siberia in the western

sector of the frontier.

The Trans-Siberian Railroad ran quite close to the frontier

"bulge" in the western sector of this northern front, and was seemingly

wlnerable. However large-scale operations in this sector were not
eonsidered possible because on the Manchurian side of the Amur the
area besides being muntainous was densely forested. .The Soviets did
mt fortify their side of the river in this protruding section, and
the only Japanese fortifications in this region were copsiderably
farther south, 2long the railroad.

From a strategic viewpoint the Great‘er Hsingan Yountain Range
divided the Far East into two potential battlefields. The Soviets

mst have realized that should the area east of the range become
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the principal battlefield, the Jaranzsc Arcy would attempt to cross
the Amur and advance to seize control of tke Azur plains in order to
sever the Trans-Siberian Railroad. The most likely place for such
a c:rossing would be in the central sector of the northern front,
specifically in the vicinity of Heiho. The Soviets in this vicinity
considered the protection of the raijlroad in fheir area to be a most
important mission. They fortified their sije of the river with a
series of pillbox positions, and in the rear arsas maintained power-
ful air units in readiness. These positiors, however, were not so
well developed as those in the Ussuri area, presumably because of the
security afforded by the natural obstacle of the Amur Biver.

The Amur River constituted a formidables dDarcier. It was dif-
ficult to cross except during the freezinz season when, however,

cold would be an obstacle. Aside from the task of negotiating the

river it would be difficult to continue orperations on the opposite
bank. These obstacles WOL;ld hinder operaticns launched by either
side. From the Soviet viewroint, an invasion through the Heiho area
would provide a short cut into Manchuriz, but would require crossing
ot only the Amir River but also the trackless lesser Hsingan lountain
Range, and would involve an aggraveted supply problem. It was there-
fore believed that the Soviets, should they imvede lanchuria, would
not send the min body of their army along ‘this route.

At the eastern extremity of the morthern fromt, where the Sungari

River flows into the Amur, the Soviets prepared not only for ground
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'opm'ati_.-on§ but also ::for river operations, planning to push operations
up the Sungari simultaneously with a land offensive. The Amur Patrol
Bozt Division based at EKhabarovsk had the mission of patroling the

tmur River and was slated to carry oub operations along the Sungari.

The Ussuri Arvea

The. strategic value of the Ussuri area was immeasureable.
Lying at the eastern and southeastern segment of the Soviet "horse-
shoe” confinement of Manchuria, t'his maritime area possessed several
submarine bases and many air bases, with & potential for completing
the encirclement. These bases constituted a dirgct threat: the
submarines, vhich yearly increased in number, were capable of dis-
rupting surface fransportation in the Sea of Japan; the aircraft,
which likewise .:'mcreased in number each year, were capable, in ad-
dition, of bombing the Japanese homeland.

ks in the hmr area, the route of the Trans-SiEeri_az; Railroad
in the Ussuri zrea closely pzralleled the frontier. The most pro-
rcunced geographical feature of the Ussuri area, aside from the
fact that it touched the sea, was the completely mountainous region
izmediately east of the narrow valley throughf vhich the railroad
ren. These mountains stretched to the sea and had very few roads.
vere the Soviet forces to be pushed back into these mountains by the
Japenese Army, they would bave no room for withdrawing or for re-
grouping. thermore, because of the narrowaesé of the area between
the border and the mountains, the Japanese Army would not have to

parsue them very far.
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It was indeed the fear of being boxed up in an area with no
room for maneuvering that compelied the Soviet Army in the Far East
to construct its strongest border positions in the Ussuri area, to
connect them with the fortress of Vladivosiok, to fortify the coast
of the Suchan Plain (east of Vliadivostok), aand in general to develop
the entire Ussuri area into one great fortified zone. These defense
measures did pot mean, however, that the Soviet Araoy had any intention
of assuming a defensive role in thls fortified zone. Rather, since
the zone left no room for retreat, the Soviet Army was expected to
assume the offénsive on this as well as otier fromts at the beginning
of hostilities and, while contzinirz th: main body of the Japanese
Army in Ussuri area, to advance its own m2in body from the Trans-
Baikal area into western lanchuria.

Ussuri Area Coastline

The Soviet Army in the Ussuri area was well protected on its

southern and eastern flank by the Sea of Jzpzn. The coast from Peter
the Great Bay to Olga Bay was motched by nmmerous small bays. Farther
morth the coast was almost straight, and there were no harbors suitable
for anchorages until Sovetskya Gavean ard Del=stri Eay vere reached.

The Sikhote Alin Range ran north and south along the coast and
inland to a considerable depth. thougt its western slope (facing
the railroad) was comparatively genile, the eastern (seaward) side

was steep and in some places upon reaching the coast ended in a

v o, .

sheer cliff. This range had practically mo vehjcilar roads across it.
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Coastal defense measures were rigidly ecforced by Soviet troops
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along the coast, particularly from Visdivostok to the Suchan Plain.

Yorth of this plain there were tmo places thet might be considered
suitable for iaﬂdjng'oéer;tior;s: at Sovetskaya Gavan, the eastern
termirmas of the Trans-Sit;erian Hailroad, from which an advance to _
Komsomolsk along the railroad was possible, and near Nikolaevsk at
the estuary of the Amur, from which-a push southward along the river

banks could be made. All things considered, however, the Ussuri area

was regarded as comparatively well protected by =2tural terrain
features.
Conclnsions

Yearly estimates made by the Japanese Army General Staff as to
the strength which the Red Army was capable of concentrating in the
Far East in the event of var repeatedly showed that the Soviet
potentisl wes far greater than that of the Japanese Arnw._ In 1934,

the Geperal Staff estimated that the Soviet potential was 40 divisions

(against Japan's 31 division); in 1937, 50 divisions (against Japan's
22); and in 1938, €0 divisions (against Japan's 50). All these esti-
mates were based on a Japanese offensive. There was no doubt of the
greater Soviet potential; at the same time, ho?:ever, it was recognized
that this potential would be handicapped by the factors elready mentioned,
and particulerly by the limited capacity of the Trans-Siberian Rail.
road. ‘

Aside from the vartime potential, the peacetime deployment of

the .Soviet Army in the Far East was greater than that of the Japanese
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Army, as shown by the following figures of divisional sirength for

- b, = e o Tuem e - o

aIive-yea{' period: .- ... _- - - -
. ) Sov:‘.et Army Japanese

‘ ~ (Estimated) Army
19377 77 00T T 6T
138 . . 2 8
1929 30 9
1940 30 12
961 23 14

As regards the type of operations the Soviets would undertake

at the outbreak of war, the Japanese General Staff felt that Soviet

.forces would t2ke advantage of their initially favorable strategic

positions encircling Manchuria by assuming the offensive from all
directions simltanecusly to close the encirclement. It expected,
furthermore, that the Soviets would push operations particularly
along railrozd routes and along the Sungari River in order to assure
an unioterrupted supply line.

Adthough this study does mot concern itself with the geography
of Yanchuria, one thing which must be mentioned in comnection with
a Soviet advence into Manchuria is the influence the Greater Hsingan
lountain Range would have on operations, to which brief reference
has already been made. From a topographical viewpoint, 'l':.his is the
paramount terrain feature in Manchwia ’and, as already pointed out,
divides the anticipated battlefield. Tw factors, it was believed,
wuld determine the course of operations in the early stages of the

war: the time required by Soviet forces to reach the central plains
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of Yanchuria, and the time required by the Japanese Ammy to destroy

Soviet forces in the Ussuri avea. The Ceoeral Staff felt that the

proper course of action for the Soviet Army would be to advance to

-~ —

central Manchuria from the ’I‘rans-Ba:.ka.l area as quickly and with as

Lo 1:&!::‘{5‘)‘& "

superior 4 force as possible, instead of dividing its strength in
two on the eastern and western sides of the mountain range for ex-
tended operations. The execution of such operations would be in-
fluenced largely by 1) the transportation capacity of the Trans-
* Siberian Railroad, and 2) by‘ the stockpile of war supplies, especial-

13 petroleum.

4ccordingly, the main objectives of Japanese strategy against
the Soviet Army in the Far East vere to disrupt transportation and
to destrcy war stockpiles, especially petroleum. The conduct of

operations to achieve these objectives would have to be based largely

on military geography, end it would be necessary to choose battle-
grounds within Soviet territory. In such a case operations would
obviously be handicapped by the vast terrain, poor traffic networks,
and during some months by severe cold. Therefore, it would be es-
sential, in carrying z;ut aggressive operations inside Soviet territory,
to have excellent cold-proof equipment, vast logistical organizations,
and superior meneuvering power. Finally, it should again be pointed
out that the attacker would have to bear in mind that a strategic
victory over Soviet Far Eastern forces would not necessarily mean

the conclusion of the war against the USSR.
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. . Yamchatke Peninsula and northern Sakhzlin, one infantry division

P --—-._'..-_'

Btnld-Up of. Sonet ?ar Eastern Forces " -

P

"

- e

Strategic Disposition- .

Until 1935, a1l Soviet forces east of Krasnoyarsk were under
the Special Far Iastern Arzy, and were deployed in a more or less
standerd pattern. Around the periphery of Menchuria the main

sirength of the army was denloyed; in other areas, such as the

vas deployed. The Soviet Pecific Fleet, based at Vladivostok and
consisting largely of s;l.b:.arines, petrolied the Sea of Japan to
protect the coastal flank of the army. (See Chert Mo..2)

Aside from routine modifications mede within this basic
{ramework, mzjor modifications both in disposition and strength
‘were made periodically. ‘these usually followed the outb_r;aak of .
major border dispubes (so-czlled "incidents")? which may be regarded

2s "boosters" marking the successive stzges in the Soviet build-up

9. The tera “incident" should not bz taken literally. As
often as not it might indicate the existence of a state of war pre-
cipitated without the formality of a2 declaration. Furthermore, it
is the translation of two different Japanese vords: "Jiken" was the
Jzpanese word for almost 2]l incidernts except the Hanchurian and
China incidents which the Jzpanese called "Jihen." Although the
Jepenese Foreign Office tramslated both terms as "incident," military
uszge gave them different meanings. The closest meanings the editor
czn arrive at are "Jiken," d_spute’ "jihen," an undeclared war.
Frior to a "Jihen,™ troops vere g:.ven regula.r wartime orders. (See
Sketch Jo. 1 for major border incidents between Japan and the Soviet
Union, 1935-1945)
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MAJOR BORDER INCIDENTS
BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNIOM

SKETCH NO.1 -

(1935 -1945)
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FROM THE FOUNDING OF MANCHUKUO IN 1932 UNTIL
AUGUST 1945, THE NUMBER OF BORDER DISPUTES BETWEEN
JAPAN (INCLUDING MANCHUKUO) AND THE USSR (INCLUDING
OUTER MONGOLIA) TOTALED- WELL OVER 1,000. (SEE VOLUME
XI OF MILITARY STUDIES ON MANCHURIA)
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of its Far East mi]ita.ry strength. Three incidents in particular
may be so regarded. The first of these began at Mukden (1931), the
second occurred at.Changkufeng (Hasan) (1938), and third at Nomorhan |

3 3 12D RTINS ATy

L 10
(1939). The effect each of these incidents had on the Soviet Far
Fast build-up will be discussed separately. /

Zild-Up Following the Manchurian Incident

At the outbreak of the Xukden Incident on 18 September 1931
the Special Far Eastern Ar::w, deployed in the area east of Krasnoyarsk,
consisted of only six infantry divisions amd two cavalry brigades.
(See Chart Mo. 2 for estimates of Soviet strength in the Far East
from 1931 through 1944.) Those were the days of the First Five-Year
Plan and the Soviet Government was maintaining a poliéy of cooper-

ation with foreign countries. In fact, during December 1931, while

the !nkden Incident was spreading into the Manchurian Incident, the

Soviet Government maintained a conciliatory attitude toward Japan

and even went so far as to propose a non-aggression pact. (The
Japanese Government rejected this proposal about a year later.)
Meanwhile, the Incident conmtinued to spread, and Japianese forces
extended their operations to all parts of Manchuria. Subsequently,
in ¥arch 1932, the independence of the "three northeastern provinces”
(of China) was proclaimed, and two weeks later these provinces were

designated "lanchukuo.” In September Ja‘pan, by concluding the

10. See also footnote No. 12 (p. 32)
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Estimate of Soviet Gound Forces Strength
(See ¥ap Mo. 1 for Poundaries of Areas)

sty LA

Year| Ussuri Amar Trans Baikal Tot

{Outer longolia)

1937

5 inf divs 2 inf divs 2 inf divs

1933 1l cav div, 1 cav brig

planes: 350
tanks : 350

inf divs 2 inf divs 2 inf divs 11 inf divs
cav div 1 cav div
vank brig tank brig venk brigs

[

(24

1934 planes: 500 (incluce

T3-5 Hv Bombers: 170)
tenks: 650
submarines: 1

14 inf divs

1(3.,52 . 3 cav divs
—_—

planes: 950
tanks: £00 -- 900

16 - 20 inf divs

3 L cav divs
8

planes: 1,200
tanks : 1,200
submarines: 70

20 inf divs
planes: 1,500
tanks : 1,500

|

|

i submarines: 70
! 2} inf divs
planes: 2,000
’ tanks : 1,900
l submarines: 75

(Vhere breakdown is poY given, it is unknowm)

lznchurian Incident: on 18 Seriexter 1931.
l’znchukuoan Independence: on 1 l2rch 1932.
C.S.8.R. s0ld the lorih lzzchirian Zailway to Japan on 23 Yarch 1935.
Soviet and Cuter .longolia Protocol of lutual nssistance: on

7 Lpril 1935.
Jepzn and Germany Anti-Comintern Fact: on 25 Noveaber 1936.
iznchatzu border incidenv: cume 1937.
Cninz Incident: on 7 July 1837.
Soviet and Cnina ion-Aggressicn Fact: on 29 August 1937.
E2san border incident: July-avsust 1938.

»
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Estimate of Soviet Ground Forces Strength -

Chart Mo. 3 (Comt'd)

Ammr . Trans Baikal

.o T
Year Ussuri (Outer Mongolia) . otal
11 inf divs |8 inf divs |8 inf divs 30 inf divs

6 (3 ¥tzd inf divs) planes: 2,500

1939 (1 cav brig) tanks : 2,500

(6 tank brigs)

submarine: 70

19407

11 inf divs |8 inf divs [8 inf divs

2 cav brigs [(other 2) 4 tank brigs

L tank brigs|2 tank brigs
. (3 inf Itzd divs)

(1 cav brig)

(6 tank brigs)

30 inf divs (other 2)
3 cav brigs

16 tank brigs

planes: 2,800

tanks : 2,700
submarine: 103
strength = 700,000

191"

23 inf divs
planes: 1,000
tanks : 1,000
submarines: 105
strength: 800,000

1942

20 inf divs

planes: 1,100
tanks :.800 - 1,000
submarines: 105

1943

strength: 750,000

20 inf divs

planes: 1,100
tanks : 800 - 1,000
submarines: 108
strength: 700,000

1944

9

20 inf divs

15 - 20 inf brigs

2L air divs (1,500
planes)

submarines: 108

strength: 700,000

Koronhan bhorder incident: July-September 1939.
France surrendered to Germany: June 1940

Transfer of units for Buropian front begun in larch 1941.

Jepan and Soviet Neutrality Pact: 13 April 1941.

Germany declared war against Soviet: 22 June 1941.

Kvantung Army Special lizneuvers: June 1941.°
westward transfer of units ceased in 19L4.
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- Jap&n-l&a.nn..nlcm pro‘bocol assumed responsibﬂity for the natioml
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Altt;ough the Yimited lhkden Inc:.dent d:Ld mt draw any pro=""i -

-r - -

nounce.i Soviet renctlon, its enla.rgement into the Manchurlan Incident
drew several responses. On 4 March 1942, Izvestia, official organ

of the Soviet Government, denounct'ed Japan. For the first time, it
used the expression "Japan's challense " and quoted Stalin: "We

neither nan‘- even a clod of fore:_gn territory nor will we yield even

" a single inch of owr 1ami." At the saze tlme Izvestia called for -

increased military strength in the Far East.

Shortl; thereafter the- build-up of the Far East became noticeable.
To strengthen its frontier positions, the Soviet Army, after the thaw
of ice in the spring of 1932, began to construct concrete pillbox
positions al ey points. In the Ussuri area these points included
t“he vicinity of Grodekovo and Poltavka (opposite the Suifenho-
Tungning fortifications). In the A=ur area, they were principally
in the vicinity of Blagoveshchensk (opposite the Heiho-Summ forti—
fications), and in the Trans-Baikel area, mainly along the Borzya
Diver. (4 detziled description of border positions will be found
in Chapter VIIJ).

Units in charge of garrisoning the berder were supplemented
by NKVD elements which were not wnder the Red Army chain of command,
but rather under the direct comtrol of the Peoples' Commissariat

for Fome Lffairs in loscow. These NKVD elements continually sent
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into Manchuria to spy on movements of fHe Japanese.

éspionage agents
drmy. . ‘ Sz --.:s:*.‘:.'. Ledrafon o -

Toward the end of .1932 t}::e bniid-np too0k the form of a a‘narp
increase in troop reinforcements via the Tra.ns-—Siberia:n Bailroad
This combimied without interruption imtd the following year, and
by the end of 1933 abt least mine infantry divisions, one cavalry
division, one cavalry brigade, as well as 350 tanks and an equal
mmber of planes were in the Far East. The most conspicuous build-~
up during this period took place in the Ussuri area. Of the in-
fantry divisions, five were in the Ussuri area, two in the Amur area,
and two in the ‘lrans-Baikal area.

During 1934 the reinforcement continued, particularly in the
Ussuri area, with emphasis on the air build-up. The construction of
roads, bridges, airfields, and other installations was stepped up.
The increase in the numbter of planes, especially bombers, became
cuonspicuous. Particularly distressing to the Japznese Army was the
fact thet a great number of TB-5 type long-range bombers, said to be
capable of bombing Japan proper, were newly based in the vicinity of
Voroshilov City. 4t the same time disassembled submarines, trans-
ported over the lrans-Siberian Railroad, began to arrive at Vladivo-
stok for re-assembly, and the number of submarines in this paval
port increased little by little.

By the end of the year, ground force strength in the Ussuri area

2lone had swelled to seven infantry divisions, one cavalry division,

-
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and one mecharized brigade. ' (Tn the Amr area, ground .strength - .-
remained ab two divisionsy in the Trans-Baikal area, the tmo in-
fantry division were augmented by 2 mchanizeé brigade.) A com-
pa;'ison of the forces in the three Far Eastern areas showed that
there were defini‘i:ely mre troops in the Ussuri area, and that this’
area was gradually becoming a powerful military base in the true

sense of the word. At the end of 1934, moreover, the Special Far

_ Eastern Army was believed by the Jzpanese Army General Staff to have

about 500 flanes, including 170 TB-5 type hea‘vy bombers, and about
650 tznks, and 14 submerines in the Ussuri area.

In larch 1935 the USSR 'sold i%s share of the North Jnchurian
Railway to Lianchukuo.n This railwvay had been the major scurce of
Soviet influence in Manchuria since 192k, and with the removal of
this influence, Japanese and Soviei forces came face to face at the
frontier. Since meny sections of the border line were not clearly
defined, it wes inevitable thet disputes or ":’;ncident.s" would arise.
To cope with this situation, the Specizl Far Eastern Army began to
increase the strength of its border garrisons.

Soviet strength in the Far E=st eimost tripled during the period
of this first ild-up (1931-1935), rising, according to estimates

of the Japznese General Steff, to abtcut fourteen infantry divisions,

11. Formerly called tke Chinese Zastern Railway. After Vorld
war II it was given a third neme, the Chinese Changchun Reilway, but
this included the line to Dairen.
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three cavalry divisions, 950 planes and 900, tanks. . Klthough ‘strictly®
speaking new Soviet build-ups during this period came on the heols

of ezch fresh incide;nt,lz generally speaking, all stemmed from the
lanchurian Incident. “ .

Aside from tripling its troop strength during this period, the
USSR during the latter months of 1935 made a major adjustment in the
comaend structure in the Far East. Up to this time the army command
taat had jurisdiction over the entire area from Krasnoyarsk eastward
(including Kamchatka and northern Sakhalin) was the Special Far
Esstern Army. Toward the end of 1935, Soviet authorities divided
this territory roughly at the Greater Hsingan Mountain Range: the
area east of the range was retained by the Special Far Eastern Army;
the area west of the range was assigned to the newly-formed Trans—
Bzikal District Army, whose headquarters was established at Chita.

Roth armies were under the direct combtrol of Moscow.

12. Not mentioned in this Japenese study, but perhaps of mejor
iroortance was the Buir-lor incident between Japan and Outer lbngo-
1ia beginning in January 1935. This incident may have been what
provoked the USSR into meking public the satellite nature of Outer
bngolia. Negotiations to settle this dispute began on 3 June 1935
and lasted five months during which the USSR publicly supported the
longolian People's Republic. In February 1936 Stalin told American
newspaperrzan Roy Howard, "In case Japan should attack the Mongolian
people's Republic and endanger her independence we will have to
nelp the longolian People's Republic.”" Quoted from Izvestia of 31
Jamuary 1936 by D. J. Dallin in Soviet Russia and the Far East, p. 27.
It was after this incident that the USSR adopted a new nationsal
cefense policy. (See page 33-34)




New Soviet Defense Policy ' ' . e

Even more fer-reaching than the strength Yaild-up and the re-

.organization of major cormands, was the change in the Soviet's

i el s et stk

nationel defense policy, which stemmed from mternat:iona.l. develop-
ments. Late in 1935, the Soviet Government, after gaining fore-
knowledge of the proposed Anti-Cornintern Pact between Japan and
German;:,lB announced the inauguration of & new policy which embodied

‘2. chenge 32 3ts concept of national strategy. According to the an-
nouncenest, the purpose of the new policy was to establish a military
‘structure th:at would enzble the USSR to carry out independent operations
l’aga-i st Jepan &and Germahy simulteneously. This plan would reguire

the sizticning of major military forces both in Eurcpe ancd in the

Ter Zast. IL was a rediczl departure from the eariier "inlerior

.« .

lines® plan through which the USSR, gecgraphically "beiween' its

o potentiel enenies, ned hoped Lo defeid ihewn opne 2t 2 Time, re-

e rederloyment of troops

)
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es without seying thal the anncuncement of the new national
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defence policy wes fcilowed by edditicpel militery preparations in

13, Telter imivitsiy, chiel of Sovietv inteliigence in Europe
lezrned of these negzsiieiicnz. In July 1936 he zcquired copies of I
the documents exchengel bebween vepen and Germany. L. hrivitsiy,
In Steiinte Secrcht Servrice. . 15 et sez. Litvinov, on 28 hovember
1024 zfter tne signing of the pact in Zerlin on 25 Kovemder, Ge-
ciarzd cduring an Initraordinccy Session of the Congress of the Soviels
thzi the pach was "only a cover for another agreement." D. J. Dallinm,
op cit, p. 30. .
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the Far Fast, particularly in theTrans-Bafkal {see pp. 16-19).

On 12 March 1936 the signing of the Soviet-lbngolian mutual assist-

ance pact (earlier referred to in connection with Soviet apprehension
over the vulnerability of the Trans-Siberian Railroad) was announced.u’
This pact marked a turning point in Soviet-Japanese relations. -It
acknowledged the USSR's control over Ouber Yongolia, thereby partly -
offsetting Japanese control of Inner M¥ongolia. The threat implied
by the pact caused tension to mount.

Although the exact strength of Soviet forces in the Far East
at the end of 1936 was not known, the Japanese Army General Staff
estimated that it had quadrupled ;since the Yanchurian Incjdent and
that it consisted of between 16 and 20 infantry divisions, four
cavelry divisions, 1,200 planes, 1,200 tanks, and seventy submarines.
The China Tncident and FER's Inproved Stratesic Position '

During 1936 the USSR made new conciliatory gestures toward
Japan. For example, in the face of the Anti-Comintern Pact, the
USSR renewed', albeit after extended negotiations, the North Sakhalin
Fetroleun Company's lease as well as the fishing agreemgn:l;. The year
1937, bowever, was to see a reversal of this concili:ation; in ad-

dition it was to become one of the most eventful years in recent

1;. 4in agreement similar to this had actually been reached
in 1934, but was not published at that time because of China's
sovereinty over Outer longolia.

Y
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Far East history. --° -

L~
The year opened with m more than the usual number -of border -

o1

i
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disputes. In late June, however, Japarese and Soviet troops clashed

2

s, fl

in' a relatively large-scale incident over the question “of title to
¥anchetzu, 2 small river island in the Amur River, not far from
vhere that river is joined by the Sungeri. This incident, despite
its scale, was sebtled by diplometic negotiations in loscow, and
the area guieted down. (The Soviet!s Amur River Flotille, as a
result of its participztion in this clash, was awarded "red banner®

designztion. ) .

Unguestionably the most significant event in the Far E2st during
1937 was the China Incident which began on 7 July. From a Soviet
viewpoint the irmediate result was the diversion of large Japanese
forces {rom the Siverian border, long one of the gozls of the USSR.

In turning her guns orn Chinz, Japzn lifted the pressure on the Soviets,
with the result .that the U3SR's sirztegic position in the Far East
vas greatly improved.

On 21 August 1937, within six weeks of the outbreak of the
China Incident, the USSZ enhanced its position still further by ‘
signing & non-aggression zact with China. Imwedistely after signing
this pact the Soviets secretly bsgen supplying arms to China. '
Kence, Japan inverpreled it not &s 2 non-aggression pact but as a

rilitery elliance. Fravéz, on 13 Fetrvary 1938, showed its ex-

hilerzbion over the diversion of Jzpenese strength to China:




...the Japa.neae Amy whick possesses a strengbh of abont 1,200, 000

men, 2,000 planes, 1 800 tanks, and 4,500 heavy artillery piecea,
committed about 1,000,000 troops and a greater part of its arms in
Chipa..." ‘

Yeamwhile, the new confidence gained by the Soviets by the
improvement of their strateéic position was being echced by Soviet
officials in bold public statement. In January 1938, Premier Y¥olo~
tov declared: "The Soviet Union will know how to. end Japan's
hooliganism on the Far Eastern froat." Furthermore, in March,
Soviet Foreign Minister Maxim Litvinov told American Ambassador
Joseph E. Devies that "...any aggression against the Soviet Union
on the part of -Japan is now out of the question on account of China's
unexpected military succass over Japan.® Still later, in May, I. K.
Sairnov, People's Commissar of the Navy, hurled vituperation against
Japan in a speech made in the Far East, declaring "...tbe' Japanesse
imperialists, like bloodthirsty mad dogs, tear to pieces the lrv::.ng
body of China.mLd

Build-Up Following Changkufeng Incident

One of the largest border disputes between Japan and the USSR
occurred in the vieinity of Changkufeng near the M:nchurian-Soviet-

¥orean border during July and August 1938. In this clash one Japanese

15. These three quotations appear in D. J. Dallin's Soviet
Russia and the Far East. The author of this monograph apparently
used them for diplometic background, and the editor has retained
them for the sazme purpose.
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division was opposed by ‘at least two Sonet divislons--the 324 and
LOth--end one tank br::.gade, supported by about 150 a:.rcraft.
Following thls incident, the USSR made the first major change
in its Fer East comand structwre since the establishment of the
Trans-Beikal District Amy in 1935. The new change abolished the
Special Far Zash Lrmy, then sinély in charge of the Amur-Ussuri

areas——-two thirds of the horseshoe—and in its place established

e *

[

a double command. The First Red Benner Army was given.responsi-

b:_.uty over the Ussuri area;' i’:.s headquart.ex"s vwas 2t Voroshilov.

The Second ‘.ed Banner frmy, with headquarters at Kuibyshevka, was
given charge of the Amur area. th npew armies, like the Trans-

Bajkel command, were placed unjer the direct control of lbscow

(Peoples Nztional Defense Comrmissariat).

The Jzpanese irzgy General Staff felt thaet this reorganization
of the Soviet commapd structure either grew out of military neces-
sity or was prompted by fear. Eilher the area was too vest to be

effectively controlled by one com=ander or, in view of the purge

(shortly after the Chaagkuferg Incident) of lMarshal Galen Elucher,
Special Far Eestern Army Commender, the Kremlin had begun to fear
thaet so powerful 2 military force, farther away from ¥oscow than

any other Soviet army, could not be entrusted to one man.16

16. ‘Yhe purge in ithe Far Zzst included many less prominent
peocle. sccording w D. J. Dallin, in cpus cited, (p. 53’),, the
press reporied ihe ol lo..:m" figzures for 1937 alone' In lay, 43

dezih sentences zgainst workers of the vrens-Siberian Railroad for
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In any event, it had the et effect of placing all three area com-

manders in the Far East d:;srect].y under.loscow.

To the west of Manchuria, meamwhile, the USSR made other moves.
It organized the 57th Special Infantry Corps in Outer Hongolia, and
assigned it ci:i.rectly to ¥oscow. Also, it was at this time (late
1938) that the 36th Infantry Division was motorized and transferred
from Chita to Ude. This latter move was a counter-measure, it was
believed, to Japan's esteblishing a Gerrison Unit in Kalgan, Inner
Yongolie, in the spring of 1938 and, on 7 July, elevating it to the
status of an army headgquarters for Inner lbongolia. Thus, as a
result of the Changkufeng Incident, the USSR placed its horse-
shaped encirclement of Manchuria under four separate commands, each
directly responsible to lobscow. Reading clockwise these were the
57th Corps in Outer Mongolia, the Trans-Baikal District Army, the
Second Red Banner Army, =nd the First Red Banner Army. .

Still another measure taken by the USSR afier the Changkufeng
Incident was to tighten anti-espionage measures throughout Far
Eastern Russia. (This subject will be discussed later). At 'the

end of 1938, the Generzl Staff estimated that Soviet strength in

alleged sabotage on orders from Japan; 2 May, 43 men shot in Khabaro-
vsk; 6 July, 22 railroad workers corwvicted in the Far East; 13 July,
61 men shot in the Far Eest; 11 August, 72 railroad workers shot in
Iriutsk; 19 August, 34 railroad viorkers shot in Irkutsk; 19 September,
unknown mmber shot in Vladivostok; 19 October, 54 men shot in Ulan
Ude. This list, l&. Dellin 24ds, is for from complete. "The Japanese
issve played a foremost -ole ... in the great Russian purge of 1936—-
3e," states D. J. Dallin, "especially after the conclusion of the

anti-Comintern pact.”
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the Far East consisted of 2 divisions, 2,000 aircraft, 1,900 tanks,
and 75 submarines. o

Build-Up Following the Nomonhan Incident

Even larger than the Changkufeng Incident was the Nomonhan
Incident which erupted on 12 ¥ay 1939 and continued until 16 Sep-
tember.1? Soviet forces who participated in this "small war"
vastly outnumbered Japanese troops. At the timé of the truce, the
Japanese force in the vicinity of Nomonhan consisted of about 3
divisions, of which 2 had not been committed; the Soviet force massed
for this 0pgrétion was esiimated to consist of 4 infantry divisions,
5 mec;hanized brigades, and 3 air brigades.

The Soviet force that was stationed in the Trans-Baikal-Outer
Yorgolia area after the lomonhan Incident vas brought to a con-
clusion was iroressive, especially as regards mobile units. The
force stationed in Outer Yongolis alone cons:isted of 3 motorized
infantry divisions, 1 cavalry brigede, and 6 mechanized brigades,
with its main body deployed in the eastern part of Outer lfongolia.
In the Trans-Zaikzl there were eight infaniry divisions. Further-
more, by the time this Incident began, the strategic railroad from
Dorzya to Tamsag had been completed. This build-up, added to the

neasures mentioned earlier in the build-up of the Trans-Baikal

17. It s+ .uld ve recalled that Hitler marched into Poland
wnale his &’ly, Jzpan, was engaging his neighbor, the USSR, in this
tgmall -.ar.
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(Borzya River poaitions, tank reinforcement strengthening of deenaea
along the Khrymskoe-ﬂanchouli railrcad), 1ed to a grownng belief in
Japanese military circles that a change was taking place in Soviet
strategy, and that sgould hostilities begin the Soviets would imvade
Yanchuria with a high-speed group consisting of cavalry, tank, motor-
ized, infantry, and air units. This belief subsequently gained more
and more adherents.

Yeamwhile, in order to ‘provide better coprdination for the Amur
and Ussuri fronts, the USSR re-established & single command, with
headquarters at Khabarovsk, called the Far East Front Army. The re-~
lodging of jurisdiction over the Amur-Ussuri area in the hands of |
one commander was interpreted by the Army General Staff nct as a
reversal of the earlier policy of dividing the command under Koscow's
centralized control, but as a temporary expedience against the pos-
sibility that the Nomonhan Incident might spread to othep»parts of
the Far zast. Although Moscow wanted to retain centralized control
during non-emergency periods, the (enerzl Staff felt, it apparently
saw the wisdom of unifying both fronts under one cormander in: times
of emergeucy.

Lt the end of 1939 (the year Hitler invaded Poland) the General
Staff estimated thet the number of Soviet divisions in the Fer East
had risen to 30, the number of aircraft to 2,500, of tamke to 2,500,
and of sudbmaerines to about 70. Of the divisions, 11 were in the

Ussuri zrea, & in the Amur area, 8 in the Trans-Baikel, and 3 in

ac Y=o 3.3 52T
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¥ith thé French Arzqy‘s surrender to the Germa.n Army in the

S e avid ol

fu:opean Theater in June 1940, the Soviet Union began frantic efforts
to strengthen its strategic position zgainst Germany. These efforts
included the Zusso-Finnish YWer, “he annexztion of the three Baltic

Stetes, the annexation of Bessarabia, and the reinforcement of units

he Soviebt-German frontier. In the Far Zast, too, the Soviet

ct
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vhile feigning 2 friendiy sttitude towerd Jagan (the 9 June

accord on the disputed Outer~ibngolia-llanchurian border, the Soviet-

o
13t

[}
v

pan Cozmercial Conference), secretly pushed forward military ex-

't

zrsion. ’ -

specially noteworthy was the improvement in the command struciure
reswlting from organizational chenges and the establishment of three
adéitionzl arpies. The Far Zzst Frond Arny Feadquarters, organized
for the lomonhan ezergency, ves abolished. In its place, but as a

permanent orgardzation for the coordinated direction of operations

in the knur-Ussuri are2, the U352 established Far East Ares Army

Headguarters in Khebarovsk. In July or fugust, this new headquar-
ters, which then had command sf the First and Second Red Bznner
sroies, organized the Fifteenih irmy with headguarters at Birobidzhan
in the Amur area. {See Sketches b, 2 and 3)

Kiso during July or August, in the srez under the jurisdiciion

of the Trans-Baikel Distiret ir=y, the USSR organized the Sixteenth
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femy with headguarters at Borzya- "'At the .samé 'tiiné it -elevated

the 57th Sp°c1al Ihfantry Corps in Outer Ebngolla to the status of

an aroy, redesignated it the Seventeenth Army, and placed both
arries under the Trans-Baikal command.
Thus the Soviet Army in the Far East in 1940 consisted of two

r2jor commands--the Far Zast Area Army which had jurisdiction over

the imar-Ussuri area, and the Trans-EBaikal Diétgict Army which had

43

- jurisdiction over Outer lbngolia as well as the Trans-Baikal. Each

of threse tvio commands remzined under loscow's direct control. The

'{
cl‘

Far Z2st Area Army had three major subordinate commands: the

J

end Second Red Banner kArmies and the Fifteenth Army. The Trans-
Baikzl District Lrmy had tvwo mejor subordinate commands: the

Sixteeath and Seventeenih Armies.

i Tne number of Soviet divisions in the Far Zast reached a peak .
of between 38 and 4O towerd the ernd of 194C. The Japanese Army

~

Cenerzl Steff avout that time mede the following estimate of Soviet

crouné strengih in the four mzjor areas of the Far rast:

Ter East frez frpv (Headguarters)

Ussuri irea! - 1 army hezdguerters, 11 infantry divi- !
3 sions, % mechanized brigades, and

- 2 cavalry divisicns.
: rmur ~rea - 2 army heGQOLa“ters, & infantry divisions.
* (It was believed that tvo more in-
% fantry divisions and 2 mechanized
| brigades were also in this area, but ‘
‘ this could not be confirmed).
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Trans—Ba:lml Aras. -1 army headquar?.eré, 8 :.nrantry .
. divisions, _mdl;.mechamzed' ST

brigades. - - .

Outer Ibngo]ia - o~ 1 army headquarters, 3 infantry
- divisions, six mechanized divi-

sions, and 1 cavalry brigade.
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Soviet Ktroop strength was estinated at 700,000, the number of
aircraft at 2,800, tanks at 2,700, and submarines at 103.

YWestward Troop lbvement to Germen-Soviet Combat Zone

Subsequent to the Germazn invasion of European Russia .in mid-

191, the Soviet build-up or reduction in its Far East strength was

regulated not so much by Far Zast border disputes as by developments .

in the Baropean War.
The redeployment of troops from Far Eastern Russia to the

German front bad actually begun about March 1941, approximately

three months befofe the outbrezk of the German-Soviet War.. After

the outbreak of the war, the westward mVement‘ of troops vas ac-
celerat;d 'steadily and by the end of the year more than half of the
divisional strength (at leezst 15 infantry divisions and 3 cavalry
divisions) and 1,700 tanks, and 1,500 aircraft had bee.n moved to the
Buropean front. The areas fror which the divisions were extracted

were believed to be: from the Ussurd zrea, 5 ini“ant.ry divisions

and 1 cavalry division, plus 3 tank brigades; from the Amr area,
2 infentry divisions and 1 air division, plus 1 tank brigade; from
the Trans-Baikel, 7 infantry divisions, 2 cavalry divisions, and

3 air divisions, plus 2 tank brigedes; and from Outer Mongolia, 1
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jnfant_y division plus 2 tank brigades. It will be noted that a
large force was -pu]led out of the Trans-Baik;.]:, since this area was
less remote rro;x1 the German front than other areas. _

In July, while the Soviets were redeploying these troops to
Europe, Japan began the Kwantung Army "special meneuvers" which,
vaen completed two or three months later, had doubled Japanese
strength in Vanchuria (from 350,000 to 700,000). As a counter-
measure, the USSR tightened control of the Ussuri front by estab-
lishing two new ermy heédquarters under the Far East Arez Arry.

Uz to that tgmé this entire front from khabarovsk to Vliadivostok

hed been the responsibility. of the First Red Banner Army. Upon the
formation of the two new headquarters, this extensive front was
divided among the three commands: the Twenty-Fifth (at Voroshilov)
wes assigned to the left sector of the front, and the Thirty-Fifth
(2t Iman) was given charge of the northern Half of this front, while
the First Red Barner Army retained the important central segment.
Lrother counter-measure, felt on 2ll fronts, wes the large-scale
expension of border positions.

Yeanwhile, the USSR lost no time in carrying out new mobili-
zations to replace the losses in strength reswliing from the transfer
of troops to the west. At lezst 8 infantry divisions, 1 cavelry
division, 1 infantry brigade, 3 tank brigades, and 1 air division
vere orgaﬁized by the end of the year. The Japanese Army General

Staff estimated at the end of 1941 that Soviet strength in the Fer

O
mnm




Fast was 800,000 men, and thst it consisted.of 23 infantry divisions,
1,000 planes, 1,000 tanks, and 105 submarines. This troop strength

showed an increase of 100,000 men over 1940 estimates, and was ex- , '

plained by the fact that FPar East Russia had completely mobilized.
The increzse in strength was numerical only, bowever; it represented
troops then undérgoing basic training which, it might be added, was
inteéxse and carried out in severly coid weather.

In summary, from 1931 to 1941 both Japan and the USSR managed
to increase their military strength in the FER-Manchuria area, Japan
from 2 divisions to 13 divisions, the USSR from 6 divisions %o 23
divisions. In 19%1, the mmericel strength was 700,000 for Japan
and 800,000 for the USSR. In both cases the increase-continued
even after the demands of other fronts were felt, and in both cases

the strength increase was quantitative rather than qualitative ufter

the other fronts opened.

s
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CHAPTER V

Effect on FER of Active Fighting Fronts

"Restoration" of Kwentung Army's Strength after Japan's
Initial Successes in Pacific

Of no less importance than 1937 in recent Far East history was
1941. In April Japan and the USSR signed a non-aggression pact; in
June Germany invaded the USSR and Japan promptly reinforced lanchu-
ria; in August Japan made the decision to expand to the southern
area (rather:;than in FER), and in December Japan went to war in the
Pacific. Following the non-aggression pact, tension algng the FER-~
Mznchurian border lessened somewhat when the USR's attention wes

deflected to its European frontier and Japan's attention was turned

to the Pacific area. The lessening of tension, however, was to be o
short-lived.
To capture the southern areas Japan had to pull a sizeable number

of units out of lanchuria. After her early victories ° the Pacific

she returned some of these units. This "restoration" of strength in

Manchuriz took place in the spring of 1942 while Germany was push- AN

ing the Red Army back. It was accompanied by a reorganization in

. the command structure of Xwantung Army during which two area army
headguarters (the First and Second) and a mechanized army headquar-

ters were established. In addition, Kwantung Army Headquarters

67




was elevated to the status of General Headquarters.’® Thus within’

the space of a year Kwantung Army's strength hiad besn built up,
reduced, and then rebuilt. -
Soviet FER Refction in 1942

Despite the fact that the USSR quring tl;;is period was being
pushed back on its Buropean fronk, it was able to react vigorously
to the Kr:antung.kmv 1942 build-up. It began by reinforcing frontier
positions ard constructing field fortifications, particularly in the
'a.rea surrounding Vladivostok and Voroshilov. Simultaneously it began
to improve airi’ielci defenses, specifically by constructing revetments
for planes anldby disposing dummy i:lanes. In lay it reorganized the
Trans-Baikal Army District and redesignated it the Trans-Baikal Area

Army. Also, it organized all air units in the Far East under two

nevly-created air army headguerters, assigning one headquarters to
the Far Fast Area Army, and the other to the Trans-Baikal Area Army.  °
In addition, after Japanese troops landed on Kiska and Attu Islands

in June 1942, the USSR stepped up military preparations on Kamchatla

Feninsula and in rorthern Sakhalin. (See Sketch No. '3)
Meanvwhile, following the resumption of the German Army's second
year offensive in l2y 1942, the USSR during July and August withdrew

from the FER six additional irfantry divisions--two each from the ¢

\

[}

18. See lonograph No. T7,
and 155.

p. 23, and Monographs No. 138, 154
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Ussurl area, the Khabaig;;k‘area, ané the Trans-Baiksl. As in the
preceding year, gbwever,-ii éromptly replenished FER strength, by '
creating an estimated 2 infantry divisions, 10 infantry brigades,
three tank ‘brigades, and 10 air divisions. The Japanese Army General
Staff estimated Soviet FER strength at the end of 1942 to be 750,000
men, and to include 20 infantry divisions, 1,000 planes, 800 to
1,000 tanks, and 105 submarines.

A noteworthy feature of the increased strength was the large
mmber of infantry brigeades. Apperently this was a2n interim ar-
rengement uﬁfil divisions could be organized, although the Sovieis
night have felt that brigades would be more convenient than larger
cormmends Jor employment in defensive acticns.

Turning Toint of Germean-Soviet ier

During the first nine months of 1542 Japan was winning victories

z¢ific and therefore ahle {6 reinforce llanchuria. The USSR

L

fering defeats on its Iuropsan Iront and therefore was compel-

Sl

=88 Vo withirew major forces from TI. During the last three months '
ol The yezr, however, the tide begen to turn for both countries, un-
faverebly for Jepan, faverably for the USSR.

The turning point of the Germzn-Soviet war was the battle of
Stalingred, late in 1942. Following this, the Soviet Army in Europe

shifted to the offensive. Thereafter the need for further withdrawals

from the Far East diminished. During the first six months of 1943,

PR

the USSR withdrew only one infantry division and three cavalry divi-
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si’ons_ » needed primarily to pursue the epemy. To offset even these %

v

losses, the USSR promptly formed one new infantry division, ome R |
cavalry division, and two air divisions. By the end of 1943, the ‘%

- e

o

mazfs_'ti'on of manpower in FER began to tell, and Soviet Far East

R

« a2t

Iorcés reached their lowest ebb. Nevertheless, they consisted,
according to Japanese estimates, of 20 infantry divisions, 1,100
planes,’ 800 to 1,000 tanks', and 108 submarines. The troop total
had dropped to about 700,000.

US-USSR Collaboration

Beginning in early 1943, American military planes were air
ferried to the USSR over the route connecting Fairbanks in Alaska,
fnadyr, Markovo, Seimchan, Yakutsk, and Krasnoyarsk. “The Soviet
civil air force (one division consisting of five air regiments)
ferrigd these planes, initially at a monthly rate of 70 to 80;‘ in
£pril they ferried 220, and therezfter at an increased rate, .with
a maximun of 300 being rezched in some months. .

From Krasnoyarsk, a greater part of the aid-for-Russia planes
were air ferried to the German-Soviet battlefield, but some of them ;
were diverved to FER. The Japanese Army General Staff was highly
apprehensive of the great adventage this air route would be to the
Soviet Far East air force in the event of war against Japan, and of

the possibility that the USSR might permit the United States to use
Soviet military bases.
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Reveresal of Sovie%. Attitude Towards Japan .

During 1944 Soviet operations agai_nstl Germany pr;agressed
suoothly, and withdrawals of troo};:s from the Far East stopped. The
Soviet 'attitude towards Japan made a complete turnabout. Of especial.
significance was Stalin's slanderous speech branding Japan an ag-
gressor, delivered on the eve of the anniversary of the Bolshevik
fevolution. A&t the end of 1944, the General Staff made its last
yezr-end esbtimate of Soviet FER strength: 20 infantry divisions,

15 to 20 brigades, 24 air divisions (about 1,500 planes), 10 tank
brigades, (aft')oh‘b 1,000 tanks), and 108 submarines; the troop total
was about 700,000, the same as at the end of the preceding year.
Following the Yalta Conference in February 1945, the USSR began
moving troops eastward to reinforce Far Eastern Russia. On 5 April,
the Soviet Government notified the Japanese Government that it had

no intention of renewing the neutrality pact. Hence the General

c

ef begen to believe that the USSR!'s entry into the war against
Japan had become only a2 matter of time. i
The number of eastbound trains redeploying troops to FER reached

ten during 4pril, and increased during lzy and June. The USSR's

parsicipeticn in the Potsdem Conference in July certified its intention

6‘.

enter.the war against Jaran and, judging by the unexpectedly rapid
Fozress of the Soviets in the reinforcement of FIR, the Japanese
lrr7 Ceneral Staff estimated that the USSR would enter the war in

early autumn.

-
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Bven' up to the end of the war, the General Sta.ff was never ablo

.‘- ,

to learn the exact number of troops transported east to reinforce

FER, or the specific ‘Sreas in 'dlich troop bulld-ups ;v:m made. R

However, Geperal Staff Inte]_'ugence did make estmates based on the
mmber of eastbound mﬂ.itary transport tra’ins. Ig) assumed that
between 800 and 1,000 trains were used during the build-up, and

since forty trains were necessary to move one division, estimated

that between 20 and 25 divisions had been re-deployed to FER.
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CHAPIER VI

Indirect lilitary Meesures to Develop FER

Mezsures to Encourage Emigration

In the early chapters of this study it was shown that the USSR
developed the Far East militarily by increasing troop strength, by
improving the disposition of forces, by altering the command struc-
ture, and by strengthening i‘c;rtifications. The development of FER,
however, vas mot 1imite;:i to military measurés, for at the same time
the USSR e:ce:z"l;ed every effort to develop FER in other ways, politi-
cally, economically, and socially. IVhile some of the measures

undertaken did mt contribute directly %o military preparedness

and therefore cannot be said to be of a purely military nature,

most- were so closely related to the militery development that all o

tended to solidify the foundations of military streng'"th. This ves

so much so, in fact, that no one can seriously derny that the develop-

ment of Far Eastern Russia was fundamentally of a military nature.
fmong the measures related to military preparedness undertaken

by the USSR was the encouragement of epigration to the Far East. i

A3 pointed out earlier the sparse popalation in FER had long been

a serious dravback from a milita:;’y viewpoint. In 1932, for example,

the population of Manchuria vas aboub thirby million and of Kprea

about twenty million, while the’ population of FER was only about

2,860,000. It vas only natural for the Soviet Government to feel ¢
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strong..y that emigration to m *=s an urgent necessity at that time.

[

4s pert of a plan to encou:rage e:ﬁgra‘c.:.on, the Soviet Govm-ment '

in Decemder 1933 promulgated an ordinance granting prinleges to the
inhabitants of the Far Eastern region.” The ordinance enumerated
the following inducements:” '

Kolkhoz (community ferr) neabers shall be exempt
from contributing cerezls to the Government for
ten years, and independent farmers for five years.

The price of fish purchzsed from Kolkhoz's engaged
in the fishing industry and from its members sha].'l.
be increased by 20 per cent

The pay of laborers, technicians, doctors, teachers,
government officials, and others shall be increased
from 10 to 30 per cert. .

The pay of men and non~comrissioned ofn.cers of the
Red Army shall be increased by 50 per cent and that
of officers by 20 per cembt.

In February 1934 the Soviet Govermment extended thesg privileges
to the "Zastern Siberian region,” which included additionally-Irkutsk
provirce, Chita province, and the Bury'-at—}bngolian Autonomous Republie,
and at the same time made it semi-corpulsory for soldiers-discharged
from zctive service to settle Gowa in the Far East. : ‘

bst of the initial emigrznts were unmarried men, and as a
result there vias an acute shortage of women. In 1937 the emigration
of uncarried women was promoted ty the so-called Khetagurov Patriotic

Emigretion lovement, a group of young ¥omen organized by lirs.

.¥hetagurov, wife of an army officer stztioned in the Far Bast. As

a further measure to enccurage settlement in FER, the Soviet Government

¥
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? relieved the Machine and Tractor Service Stations of the Kolkhozes
from responsibility for back taxes, and also wiped out arrearages

- of cereals and other grains of inhabitants of the "Far Eastern’
region.” In view of all these measures, it was surprising that it
¥as not urntil Mzy 1939 that the USSR estatlished an agency to direct
emigration work. This agency, known simply as the Emigration Burean,
was attached to the Council of the USSR Peoples' Commissars.

Klthough emigration (plﬁé natural growth) éradually increased

FER's population it fell far short of setisfying the shortage of
laborers whi;h.had been acute for many years. Beginning in 1933,

the USSR began to use forced laborers extensively, the number reach-

ing 2 peak-during 1938 and 1939, immediztely after the purges, at
> vhich tiﬁe according to General Staff estimates there were about

400,000.

‘ezsures to Offset Armyv Shortages of Fosd and Shelter

, Tre shortzge of food and shelter in FrR, especially after the
riiitary build-up was begun, wes perhaps the greatest problem con-
fronting the frmy, and led the USSR to undertake still another
reasure, one more closely rrlated to ailitary preparedness. This

vas the creaiion, in about 1933, of two Folkhoz Divisions of farmer-

soldiers. Orgenized for the dual purpose of farming to alleviate

the food shortage and of training for military operations, these
divisions were shationed in the “granzries of Far Eastern Russia,"

cne in the Ussuri arez and the other in the Amur area, with elements




dlspersed over the more rertile d:str:u:ts. "Ihe ;stablé cereals they - -

harvested were turned over to the Army for general use. In' addition 7

to a‘llevm‘bmg the i‘ood shortage by grow:.ng foodstuffs for the Army
and keeping m.litar:ly prepared, these divisions helped solve still -~
a third problem by cultivating fertile land.which otherwise might
bave been left untilled because of the shortage of hands. As more
and more discharged soldiers began to settle down on the farmlands
oi‘ the Kolkhoz Divisions, the divisions were reorgan:.zed (in 1937)
:.nto reguler infantry divisions.

Vith increased emigration, a grest shortage of barracks and
dwelling houses began to be felt 1n various perts of FER. In some
places troops were billeted in o0ld barracks which in bslr-gope years
had been used by the Tsarist Russizn Lriry; but these were far fom
sz:ifieient. In areas where there were civilian dwelling'}_zouses,
troops were packed into thez;x. In remote areas wl;ere there were no
barracks or dwelling houses, troops built and lived :Ln semi~under-
ground shelters, called Zemlyankas. (It seemed a common practice,
especially during the early years of the build-up in the FER, for
the Soviet Army to begin transporting troops right after the thaw
of show. Upon arrival at the plece of garrison, troops would im-
mediately begin constructing Zemlyamkes so that the shelters might
be ready for use by the folloving winter. Units sent to FER during

1938 and 1939 vwere known to have rore than the usual complement of

construction elements.)
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Measures to Increase Railroad Transportation Capacity.

During the ten years prior to Vorld Ear :II Soviet authorities
exerted great efforts to improve the railroad system in FER in order
t; increase the transportation capacity and attain a greatv: degree
of military preparedness. The measures undertaken were principally
the double-tracking of the Trans-Siberian Ptailroad, the elimination
of bottlenecks, and the' construction of the Bam Railroad and other
lines that were principally c;i‘ strategic value.

The Trans~-Siberian had been double-tracked as far eas s

" Karymskoe by the Tsarist Government. In 1932, the year aficr the

Manchurian Incident broke out, the Soviet Government resumed the
project and, working eastward from Xarymskoe, be.ga.n double-tracking
the section that looped around lianchuria to Vliadivostok. It was
during this period (1935) that ‘the USSR soid the short-cut through
lanchuria (Chinese Eastern Railway) to Manchukuo. By the end .oi'
1937, double-tracking had been completed as far east as Khabarovsk,
and in 1940 the entire project was completed to Vladivostok.
However, the second track proved to be inferior, probably because
of the gréat haste to complete it; for several years afterwards
trains were frequently derailed or ove'irturned at curves on the
nevwly-laid track during thawing and rainy periods.

The principal bottlenecks of the Trans-Siberian were between

Krasnoyarsk and Kerymskoe. One bottleneck was the Yenesei River

railwey bridge near Krasnoyarsk which had been left with one track

7




after 2djoining sections were double-tracked by the Tsarist Govern-

ment. To eliminate this bottlemeck, the bridge was double-tracked -

o

during the 1935-1936 freezing peripd. Another tramsportation - %~
}:pttlgnécl; was the slope of the Yablonovy Muntain Ré.:igé; west of .
‘Chite, or to be exact, the slope between Yablonovaya Station and -
Yogzon Station. Tl;is bottleneck was eliminated in 1943 by laying
a third track between theée two stations. '

The circumstances surrcunding the construction of the Bam
. . Railroad have already been mentioned (p 13-14). It might be added
here that this raiiroad was intended to provide an additional and
mre rearward supply line for Soviet forces in the Ussuri and Amr
areas.. Other than this line, however, two other lines', shorter
but of considerable §trategic importance were 'const.ructed. One of
these, the Borzya-Tamsag Railroad west of Manchuria has a'lready' been
mentioned. Its construction completed the encirclement .of Manchuria
on the west.

0f the new strategic railroazds the one next in importance‘ tl;
the Fzm and the Borzya-Temsag lines was that from Razdolnoye ‘to the
Korean border. The Trans-Siberian looped around Xanchuria as far
as Vladivostok, and thus encircled it completely except for this
100~0dd mile coastal .ea. The Soviets filled this gap-in 1940 by
constructing a line from Razdolnoye, a sﬁat:jx:g on the Trans-Siberian,
Yo Kraskino. 'I'I;is line completed the iron belt around Manchuria, and

threatened the lines of communicetion between Korea and Manchuria.
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Counter-Espionage leasdres

In developing FER during this period the USSR also took coumter- -

esplonage measures agglnst Janan, a few of mhlch are worth mentioning.
Sov1et anthorltles for some time had regarded the Japanese and lYan-
churian consulates in Soviet territory as centers of espionage
activity. After the conclusibn of the Anti-Comintern Pact in 1938,
they initiated reductions in the number of thelr consulates in Japan
and lanchuria, and at the same time made a strong request that Japan
make 2 corresponding reduction in the number of Japanese consulates
in FER. As a result of this request, Japan closed its con;ulates

at Blagoveshchensk, Khabarovsk, Aleksandrovsk, Novosibirsk, and
other cities. Thereafter, the USSR took even more thorough counter-
intelligence measures.

Tomediately efter the Changkufeng Incident in 1938, the USSR
forcibly and abruptly moved about 200,000 Xoreans engaged in rice
farming in the Ussuri area to the Kazakh SSR in Central Asia. The
object of this mass rwvement ves to eliminate all Korean hamlets,
which then were 'being used by Japznese espionage agents as centers

of activiiy.

£ _uction of Airfields in the Hinterland
In the Ussuri ares, almost all Scviet airfields were located
in the low narrow corridor between the Trans-Siberian Railroad

tracks and the Manchurian-Soviét border, since the area to the east

of the railroad was mostly mountainous. The proximity of these
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aarf:.elds ‘bo Japa.neae baaca made them extremely vulnera.ble, pu'tic—
wlarly the bomber fields.

“x - (S

Beginning in about 1937, the USSR began construct:.ng bomber
airfields in the mountainous regions. The first of these were con-—
stracted in the vicinity of Sysoyevks (about eighty kilometers east
of iake Hanka), in the Dauhikhe River valley, to which the main
strength of 'long—range aircrafi units was subsequently moved. In
2bowt 1951, in the Ulukhe Fiver valley to the east of the Sysoyevia
area, several more airfields were constructed. Also, around Khabaro-
vsk and near' K;Jmsom]_.sk a number of large airfields were started
during 1941, as bases for long-range tomber units. In addition,
daring 1944, when the ferrying of eircraft from the U.S. to Siberia
was in full swing, the USSR cozstructed several relay airfields in
the Khabarovsk and Ussuri areess so as to effect liaison with the
hmerican-Soviet ferry route.

Soviet Coordinztion with the C-inese Communist Army

The main strength of the Chinese Communist Army, vhich for
severz]l years had been operati-g fro= bases remote to the Soviet
Vil left the Jiukin arez in Xiangsi Province during 1934 and
1 a¢ moved to Yenan, Skersi Province, in North China. From this
nere northerly base it could ccoperate more fully and promptly with
the Soviet army in cese of exmergency.

Inrediately -after the ovttreak of the China Incident in August

1937, the Soviet Union concluded a non-aggression pact with China.
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In contrariety with normal diplematic practice, this treaty took
effect ﬁthom ratification. The Soviet Union immediately began .
supplying military aid to Chipa in an effort to undermine the Japanese .
Arcy. One of the major evidez;ces of assistance the Soviet Union
rendered to China was the construction of a road leading from the

USSR to central China through Sinkiang Province, Called the "north-

west route,” this route was considered of immense strategic value.




CEAPTER VII

-

- Soviet Deployment in Far Eastern Russia * -~ -

Rble of Soviet; Far East Porces to Red Arﬁm;s’
Over-all Strategy ’

The national defense policy adopted by the USSR late in 1935
prescribed that the Red: Lrmy a2s a whole was to be disposed {rom
one end of the USSR to the other. The reaso;:x for this, as was
pointed out earlier, was to permit the Red Army to cari'y out in-

dependent operations on the eastern and western fronts similtaneously

_against two hypothetical enemies (Japan and Germany). That such a

plan existzd was clearly shown in a speec.:h m2de by Marshal Michael
lukhachevsk® to the Central Committee Meeting of the Communist Party
held in Decezber 1935.%7

The adoption of the new defense policy was accompanied by re-
visions in Soviet strategic-tactical concepts. In 1936, the prin-
ciple of ennihilation warfare, 2s distinguished from warfare of

attrition, was incorporated into Soviet Army field ma.nuals.zo This

19. larshal Tukhechevski was executed 18 months later (12 June
1937) along with seven other generals accused of -conspiracy with
Japanese ard Germens. Langer, Encvclopedis of ‘iorld Eistory, 1952.

20, ‘he principle cf annihiiation warfare was adhered to by
the German Army during tiorld Var I. Since, during the post-war
years, Uerman officers were widely used to train Soviet troops, it
appears likely that the principle was adopted by the Red Arrsy before
being incorporated into field ranuals. Annihilation werfare, as
understood by the Japenese (who especially studied German warfare
of Vorld Var I), had two basic tenets: 1) to envelop the enemy and,
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concept placed strong emphasis on taking the offensive as early as
pssidle during the opening phase of war. Toward this end the '
Soviet Arnw dispoaed powerful forces, pa.rticularly high],y mobile

groups such as cavﬂ.ry a.nd tank groups and air elements, close to
the frontiers both in Europe and the Far East. These frontline

‘forces were at all times kept in readiness for launching envelop~

TN et m—

men’o operaticns. ‘

In Far Fastern Russia, all Soviet forces east of lLake Baikal
were considered to be in the first line force for operations against
Japan. The second-line force was the Siberian District Army, west

of lake Ba:i.kal,Zl which was disposed so as to be capable of promptly

2) to destrc.y his forces rapidly (50 per cent cesualties were con-
sidered "destruction"). Two 191 ‘battles of annihilation were studied
in particular; in one the concept proved effective, in the other,
elthough *the concept was not successfully applied, the battle was
wn. At Tannenberg (August 26-30), the Germans under the direct com-
rand of General Hermann von Francois "annihilated" the army of Russian
General Alexander V. Samsonov, and took 100,000 prisoners. At Lodz
(November 16-25) German General August von Mackensen's attempt to
envelop and annihilate Russian forces failed, and the Germans them-
selves were in danger of being surrounded untnl remi‘orced by divi-
sions from the western front.

21. lajor comrands of first line forces of the Red Army were
believed by the Japanese Army CGeneral Staff to be classified into
three groups: 1) district army, 2) special district army (used
principally on the Cerman front) and 3) area army. The General
Staff was never able to confirm the difference in the missions of
these three classifications. It assumed, however, thet while a
district army was principally administrative in nature (maintenance
of peace and order, etc.), a special district army and an area army
viere given operational missions and were so constituted as to be |
eble to carry out operations of short duration without mobilizing
local reserves. (On the German front, the designation special

district army vas adopted shortly before the outbreak of the German-
Soviet war). '
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' reinforcing the first 1iné forcé. The third lins force; actuslly &
strategic reserve maintained for use as rx!;eded' on éi‘éher"t.he J gi:qﬂéae
or “German front, was stationed in the Tral Mountain ‘area, along the
Vblga River, and in Central Asia:

This strategic disposition was revealed in 1939, shortly after
the outbreak cf the Nomonhan Incident, when the Soviet Army, noting
how the Incident was expanding, in early or mid-June alerted both
the second and third line forces to mobilize part of their strength.

On about 1C July, the Siberian District Army transferred two divisions

o tne 'I‘rans:-Baikal District Army, and shortly therezafter the Ural

District Army dispetched ope division to the Trans-Baikal District |

irry, and another division (the &8d) directly to Vomonhen. \
In FEE, Soviet war preparztions were more thorough than on the

German front. This was ascertzined by the Japenese Army General

Staff from intelligence reports comparing botiu fronts. For exempie,

the first line force of the Soviets along the German front matched,

division for division, the {irst line force of the Germans. In FER,

koviever, where no such face-to-face grouping was suitable, the number

of Soviet 'divisions was two or three tines the number of Japanese

divisions in lenchuria and Korea. Because this favorable ratio was

stéa:iily maintained by the Soviets until 1941, it may be concluded

that until the outbrezk of the German-Soviet Viar, the USSR was plan-

" ning offensive operations against Japan, particularly in view of

Stalin's belief that such a ratio was pecessary in order to launch

\n
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offensive operations. 2

During t.he per:.oa of the German-Soviet na.r,

hawever, this rat:.o was nol maintained in FIR; :Ln tact Soviet
strength was decrea;ed unt1l it more c.losely approximated Japanese '
strenpth in Manchuria and Korea. -

The Soviet high command in the Par East placed great emphasis.
on tanks and tank units. In the Ussuri ahd Amur areas where infantry
sirength predominated, it assigned one independent tank brigade to
each principal operational road to I:’:anchuria, so that generally
speaking the number of tank brigades equalled the number of operat-
ional roads. In addition, it maintained one "direct cooperation"
tank brigade for each three or four infantry divisions. In the
IKTrans—Baikal area, however, where tank strength predom;i_nated, the
‘Soviets seemed to be planning independent use of a high-speed group
consisting mainly of a tank corps plus two cavalry divisi'on for
Eperations in the vast tracts of land in the longolias. .

As to the basis upon which the Soviets determined the assign-
ment t;f aircraft, the General Staff had no idea whatever. However,
it estimated that during periods when no emergency existed, the

Soviets deployed in the Far East about one-fourth of the total number

22. This was confirmed in Major General John R. Deane's
testimony before the International 1#litary Tribunal for the Far
Zast on 5 June 1945. General Deane testified that during the
Teheran Conference (October 1943) Stelin stated that "the Far
Ezstern strength is adequate for defensive action, but it must be
trebled to take offensive action.™
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of their military planes:™
.Estimates of Red Arcy Di@isionai Sirength

&
-

To detérmine and sbudy the strength of Soviet m;x:zti-y di:;';.s;l;ns ,
used éuring the Nomonheh Incidemt, the Japanese Army General Staff
in 1940 appointed the Nomonhan Incident Research Committee made up
of officers from its own sﬂaff and frém that of Kwentung Army.
While the conclusions reached by this joint committee were not tased

on adequzte information, its findings did serve as 2 basis for com-

’

" - parison with other stucies. One of its findings was that the strength

of Soviet infantry divisions in the Trens-Beikal District Army during
the Incident had been only about 70 or 75 per ceat, both in men and
horses, of the wartime teble of organization, and that other divi-

. . - N . 22
sions in the Far Zast were at ebout the same strength.””

v

Zarlier, in 1638, the General Steff had been informed by the
Folish Army General Sieff thet Soviet divisions in the first line -

force both in Europe and the Far Zest, were at about 85 per cent of [

— {

wertime T/0 strength (aad presuwnebly retezined this strength through

1939), and that Scviet divisions in the second and third line forces

were 2t about &0 per cent of wertire T/0 strength. Pre-Incident : .

estimztes of the Jaganese kréy General Staff had ascertained only

that the divisions in the first line force, in the Far EZast at least,

23. The wertine T/0 streng{h of en irfantry division was esti-
mzted a2t about 13,000. Peacetime sirength was estimated at between
€0 and €5 per cent of this figure.




it

were at higher strength with respect to manpower, horses, weapons, -
and msteriel, than those in the second and third'line forces, ggg' -
that the qual:.ty of first line force divisions wé.s superior ‘ho that
of second and tl;ird line divisions. Troops in the rear line'divi-
sions, and paticﬁuly pﬁ.ots, were known to be requ:i.z'ed to attain
2 certain degree of skill before being aséigned to first line units.
Post-Incident estimates of the General Staff determined that
the Soviets were improving the actuzl strength of front line divisions.
By the time the German-Soviet Var broke out in 1941 the percentage had
risen, it v.'as.believed, to 85 per cent for infantry divisions. After
ihe svart of the war in the Pacific, actuel strength reached full
vertime T/0, and thereafter was meinteined at that level.
The General Staff also estimsted that Soviet air strength was
up to its wertime T/O during the Pacific War, but it could not confirm

this. lowever, the number of regiments in an air division varied

during 1944 and 1945. In an extreme instance, an 2ir division might

' ——— ¥
¥

, consist of only one regiment, maintained at wartime T/0 strength.

L

,' Such a structure might indicate an early phase in expansion; ‘since
it would include an air division headquarters, a full-strength air
division might later be created, for example after the conclusion

of orerations against Germany.

Shifts from Defensive to Offensive

For several years after the lanchurian Incident the Soviet

Union meintained a defensive atiitude in 'bhe'Far East. In 1933,

€8
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¥arshal Bryukher, Soviet coomarder in the Far East, delivered a

PR N N .

speech on ‘the occasion of the lay Day demonstration in Khabarovsk -

in whiéh he deélare‘d:" The Eer{ —}.rw is Iz'eparéé a;t. all ‘b:.mes to

. . I
fight for the international proleterian revolution and protect the
achievements of the October Pevolution.” Despite this bellicose
speech, Sovizt war preparatiions in the Far East remaineci defensive
in neture. Tt wes not umtil the conclusion of the AntizComintern
Pect in 1936 that the Soviet defensive policy abruptly changed to
an offensive o_perational policy, eccompanied by hasty preperations
including etterpts to accuire the 3 to 1 ratio in division strength
mertioned earlier. The Soviéls contimied this offensive 'policy until
1941 v™2n they viere cozpelled to withdraw sizeable forces from the
Far Zast for their war with Cermeny. Agein the USSR pursued a defen-
sive policy in the Fer Zzsi; this time it lasted until the conclusion
of the war with Cermany, follewing which the.USSER began a large-

scele re-deployment to the east for the subseguent invasion of Manchuria.

Tne Trans~Saikszl Versus the Ussuri

Following Japan's occupadion of Yanchuria in 1931, Jaranese and
Soviet forces came face to face elong 2 4,000 kilometer border. The
cuesticn of which area shouid be best defended confronted both coun-
tries, and each at ¢iffersnt {imes hed Yo look at the problem from
both the defensive and offensive viewpoints. Involved in the guestion

were such faciors as the -zilrczds ar? the Greater Hsingan !buntain

Denge.
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eastern borders > connected the bans-Ba.lkal with the Ussuri area.

‘.._.,

(Tt would be quite mposs:Lble for a large army to carry out such

operations within Manchuria without the use of this and other rail-

roads). By controlling the trars-Manchurian Railroad, the Japanese

were able to exert military ﬁressure upon both the Trans-Baikal and

Ussuri areas. This pressure mousted and, with the removal of the

last vestige of Soviet influence in Yanchuria following the sale of
the railroad fo lanchukuo in 1935, Soviet apprehension increased.
The question of which front should be given priority for defense

preparations undoubtedly presented itself to the Soviets who during

and after the lanchuriazn Incident were' defensive minded in the face

of Japznese expansion. The answer was indirectly supplied by Japanese

actions after the Manchurian Incidert.

In Kvantung Army's consolidztion of positions following this

Incident, and in its subsequent rreparations for operations against

the USSR, it was mest active in the regions east of the Greater

Hsingan lbuntain Range, and particulerly along the eastern front.

In effect, the Kwantung Army "cailed this shot" and the Soviets

responded in this area. Subsecuently both sides bzcame preoccupied

with strengthening their respective sides of this border. (Japan,

in fortifying the eastern front, wes not unmindful of the importance
of the Trans-Baikal, bub felt that the Greater Hsingan lbuntains
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would slor. down a Soviet advance from this area and give-it time'to

gefeat Sovxet forces on the eastern front before turnlng 1ts attention

- i )

to Sbv1et forces advan01ng from the Trans-Baikal 24)

.

The USSR‘s development of the Ussuri area into a fortlfled zone

R

ca & hizh priority basis was therefore a de.ensive move conditioned
ty Jepeness actions. It was not so much based o1 their concepts of
sirategv for the defense of the %ar East (See pp 71-72), or so it
zrpeered to the General Starf; gs it wes motivated »y a fear of
oginz the vitel Ussuri area. 3ecause they filly anticipated a |
.entung brmy offensive against this area, they acrelerated war
tions there. Because they feared that uninterrupted trans-
% of troops to the Ussuri wrea, located at the terminal of

ns-Siberien, would become impossible once war broke ousv, they ) (

nirated irocop strength elong the Ussuri border. Eecause they

¢
Q
v
O
1)

e

zsired So insure that the baitlefield would be in anchuria, amd
~

ecauss they feared that if pushed back from the border they would
nzve no room for withdrawal end would lose the operational use of
impertent a2ir and nevel bases in the Ussuri area, the force they ‘
concernireted was the largest pecssible under the circumstances.
Tinzlly, beczuse of the imporience of this area, the Soviets, during .

czle transfers of forces to the west for the German-

x the lerge-s

‘ 24. In the Pechi-Go Plzn formulated in 1937 the time required
to defeat Soviet forces on the eastern front wes estimated at three ‘

s
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Soviet Ylar, postponed as long as possible withdranng troops from

- b "“
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 The USSR‘ i‘ollow:.ng the 31gn1ng oi’ the Ant:.—Comintern Pact in S

.....

1936, switched from defens:.ve to offensive thinking Until the

lompnhan Incident in 1939 the Japanese Army General Staff maintained

the belief that the Soviet Union, if and when it invaded Manchuria,
would leaunch its main drive from the Ussuri area and throw its main
strength against the eastern part of i‘:anchuria. Vembers of the
Fifth Section (in charge of inteliigence on the Soviet Union) based
this belief on the fact that the greatest concentration of Soviet,
strength was in the Ussuri area and that war preparations there had
advenced farther than in aay other area. .An invasion of the western
front along the lianchoul;i.-ﬁarbin railro'ad was ruled out by the intel-
Jigex';ce section because of the formidable obstacles in the path of
such an advance particulariy the strong Japanese fortifications and
the Greater Hsingan Mountains.

In 1940 the intelligence section modified this viewpoint some-

vhat. It estimated that the m2in body of the Soviets would invade

across the northern border of lYanchuria from the Amur area in order

to harass the left rear of the mein strength of the Japanese Army

concentrated in eastern Manchuria.

Yeanwhile, however, the USSR's post-lomonhan development of the

Trans-Baikal area began to assume large proportions. After learning

the ektent of this build-up, the General Staff in late 1940 again
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dltered its viewpoint and estimated that the main strength of the
Soviets would probably advance from the Trans-Baikal.: By this time °
the Borzya~Tamsag railroad had been completed; permitting a more :
southerly imvasion of lianchuria aimed directly at Hsinking. Also,
infantry divisions had been motorized, and these in éddition to one
tank corps and two cavalry divisions with their high degree of mobil-
ity were ready to advance into Yanchufia at the outset of war.
Furthermore, this operational-.fdrce, it was believed, would be re~
inforced with_-troops from the second-line force of the Siberian |
District Arm;’. " (The reason the Soviets prior o this time hed T T
elweys meintained a smaller.force in the Trans-Baikal than in the

)

Ussuri wes because the Trans-Baikal was relatively easy to reinforce -
{

e i -

since it was closer to the second line and the third line "strategic
reserve" forces.) FHence, the Japanese Army Generel Staff believed
that the Soviet Army's offensive operational plan‘was to attract

and withstend the main strength of the Japanese Army on the sturi
and Ahmur fronts and in the meantime to send its own main body--a
high-speed group—-from the Trans-Eaikel to strike the rear of the
m®=in body of the Kwantung Arzy.

The Soviet build-up of @he Trans-Baikal was only one of the
reazsons the Jarenese Avmy General Staeff turned its atiention to the
western front. The USSi's prior pre-occupation with the Ussuri
front, as already mentioned, wis based on fear of losing it. From

e purely strategic viewpoint, the Trans-Eaikal was perhaps the most
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important area in Far Eastern Russia: from the standpoint of Soviet - 2

[

»‘

dg.fensive,strategy, the loss of this "throat of Far Eastern Russia® " @ =

-

would have a’ paralyzing effect on military activities in the Amm . -\ -
area as well as in the more vital Ussuri area; from the standpoint
of Soviet offensive strategy, in view of the completion of the

Borzya-Tamsag railroad, the Trans-Baikal offered the most direct

route to the heart of Menchuria. Nevertheless, despite its build- -
up in the Trans-Baikil the USSR continued to maintain its predomi-

mant strength in the Ussuri area, possibly because the Ussuri could

i
H
H
4
Ri
!

not be so readily reinforced as the Trans-Baiksl.

NPT

Tith the Gerzen invesion of Bussia in June 1941, the USSR

o

ay 4> gn

reverted to a defensive policy in the Far East, and Japan, to ex-

ot £ eocv-% oty oine B

floit the situation, during the following two months carried out

¥ AR

——— Yy o

‘ the aforementioned "Kwantung army Special Maneuvers,” with special

.y

emphasis on 'strengthening the eastern front. During August; howevqr,x

cu oy

tre decision to invede the southera areas was mde and in December }
this decision materialized into the Pacific War. Thereafter and

until 1945 the lanchuria-USSR froat remained relatively quiet with ‘ P
both sides withdrawing forces for use in their respective active
operational arcas. %hen the USSR again resumed an offensive policy
in the Far East after the conclusion of its war with Germany, it was

to czxry out an actual invasion of Manchuria by leunching attacks

simultaneously from the ‘Irans-Baikal, the Ussuri, and the Amur areas.

Sl
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Study of Border Positions
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Soviet Constfuction of Border Positions

N o3

It vas during the thawing season in 1932 that the Soviet Far

Zast forces, being extremely fearful of the movement of the Japanese

irmy which hed launched operations throughout Manchuria, hurriedly

began constructing dzfense positions 21l along the Yanchuria-Soviet

borderline. It wes only natural that Soviets, in undertaking this

defensive measure, would start construction in areas where they

AR PP e W

believed the Jezpanese Army was most likely to attack.

In 1932, border positions vere constructed in the vicinities

i of Grodekovo and Poltavka (opposite Suifenho and Tungninz), Leninskoe

{near the confluence of the smur and Sunzari Rivers), Elagoveshchensk s

(opposite Heiho), and Borzya (northwest of lanchouli). In 1934, the

y

crincipal construction undertaker was that in the vicinity of Bara-

4 ozsh, not far from the rorean border. In 193€ posiitions were con~
: siructed where earlier only trenches had been dug; this included the {
* 1

{

' area west of stzke Hanka, ard the vicinity of Iman. In 1939, defense

psitions vere constructed opposite Runchun where only trenches had

0y

pzen dug cerlier, and 2long the Korea-Soviet border, as well as

mrinwest of liznchuria in the vicinity of Jauriya. ;
s . . Y - [y s T .
i Jsapan viewed the construction of these border positions es 2 :
|
ff*‘ ’ grovocziive and dangerous military action, and as early as January
I

-
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1935, Fore:.gn lhmster Koki Hn'ota in an addreas before the Diat
warned the Sonet5° "We hope the Soviet Governmeut will pay special
attention to the cmesti.on of ml:.tary installations in the Far Ea.pt.
Later that year the Japanese Government, as a preliminary step tpward
the easing of tension, proposed the demilitarization of the ’_borcier
, . .
zone. However, the Soviet Government would discuss merely the ‘with-
drawal of forces. It refused to agree to the removal of border
positions, and negotiations were broken off before a settlement was
reached. 7
In lay 1936, the Japanese Government proposed the establishment
) ot "
of & neutral zone in the border areas. Soviet reaction to this
proposal was echoed sarcasticdly in Izvestia on 18 June:
Behind our line of defense there runs a_
railroad which in rany places is less than
fifty kilometers from the border... The
Japanese military suggest to us the destruction
of our defense line. "hy don't the Japanese .
Generals demand, as proof of our s:mcerity,
that we build i‘or them a route of approach te
our trunk line? ! )

The Japanese General Staff concluded from this article that
the Soviets intended to retain and even strengthen these border
positions, and that they regerded them as essential to the defense
of the Trans-Siberian Railroad.

With the outbreak of the German-Soviet War in 1941, the Soviet

Far East forces renewed the construction of border positions in

verious areas. This was followed shortly thereafter by the construc~
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tion of ordinary trenches to the rear of the border, part:.cularly at

strategic .points in the interior of the country, for example :’m the

vicinities of Vladivostok and Voroshilov. The latter constructlon

indicated a Soviet lack of faith in the power of its border instal-"
lations to check a Japanese advance. (lap No. 3 shows location of
border positions.)

Descrivtion of Border Positions

Vlnat has been referred to in this study as a border defense
position (as distinguished from border defense region, which will
be discussed snortly) was what the Soviets callt.-zd;a series of
"tochkas," literally "points" with pillboxes and other installations.
There were three types of tochkas: DOT, permanent fire point; SOT,
disappearing fire point; and LOT, dummy fire point. -

The most common type of DOT was hexagonal in shape, .althop_gh
some were round, square, rectanguler, or pentagonal. The interior
dizmeter was at least five or six meters for the smaller ones and
es much 2s ten meters for the larger ones. The structure protruded

2bout two meters above the ground. Its walls were mide of concrete,

o —

and the thickness of the section facing the front was generally
between 0.8 and 1 meters, although in some cases it was as much as |
1.2 or 1.4 meters. lost DOTs were equipped with two or three machine-
guns; some were equipped in addition with one or two 76-mm guns.

DOTs formed the backbone of a defense position. They were

sprezd over the position at intervals vary-.Lnsr between 400 and 600

, -~ R g ‘f&, 'a‘;.._,: ;. .
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meters depending upon ‘berrain, and were Erranged in two-‘or 'bliree' L

rows, or even four Tows in aome places. The dista.nce bet.ween rows

also va.ned. In the Poltavka area, the dlstance was 300 to hOO -

meters, m:_le in the Borzya area it was between 800 and 1,000 meters.
In addition to these DOTs, border defense positions contained

other installations, such as a pillbox for the cémmander, observation

posts, wire entanglemen.ts, antitank obstacles , 'a:rt.i]lery emplace-

ments, SOTs (disappearing fire points), communicztion trenches,
§ M

- .signzl installations, and 10Ts (dusry fire points). The instal-

lations of each position were so arranged as to permi'b the massing .
of firepower. Unlike ordinary fortresses, however, the pos::bions
had no underground communication trenches. e

Soviet Forder Garrison Forces

Responsibility for defending tte Soviet side of the 't;order
was divided between the UVD and the Army. Vhere there were no -
defense positions along the border, LVD security units were disposed.
These uniforrmed secret police units were not in the chain of command
of the Red Aray; they were responsitle directly to MVD Headquarters
in I.foscov:\. Each security unit was zssigned an area with a seventy
Kilometer front and a twenty iilomster depth. Their main functions
were to keep informed of movements of the Japanese Army (which they

accomplished by Ttonstantly sending spies across the border), and to

-prevent unlawful entry into Soviet territory.

The border defense posit.ions were the responsibility of the
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A;ny.’ The tacties to bevempioyed by border.garrison units were . o

»

prescribed’ in the 1936 Basic Field Manual of the Red Army. Article

258, Item 2, of the manual prescribed that the garrison unit was to -

compel the enemy to expend his étrength, materiel, and time in frontal
attacks, then to crush the enemy by messing the firepower of permanent
fortifications. Finally, the enemy was to be destroyed by flank

attacks carried out by mobile field units.

To facilitate such tactics, the border garrison units were ‘

organized lergely from gunnery units. There seemed to be no fixed

e N a

organizational.structure, but the type most common was composed of

the following elements: . .

Headquarters

One independent infantry regiment

Three to five independent artillery- j
machinegun battalions ' o

One to three independent artillery battalions of
(or batteries) i ) :

One or two antitank gun battalions A

One engineer battalion ;'

One liaison battalion (or company) !

A logistical unit. — .

It may be said that with such.a structure the border garrison
units tactically consisted of ore force for direc;b defense of pill~
hoxes and another force to counterattack and repulse an enemy who has 1
penetrated the position. This reflects the Soviet Army's concept ‘
that defensive action cannot succeed unless direct position defense
and counterattack are coordinated. In the border garrison organi-

zation cited above, the force for direct defense of pillboxes was
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the independent artillery-machinegun battalions, while the counter—"

attack force was the independent infantry'regj__men:b', s e o

-

Fortified Regions or "IRs" .-

t&at bhad been known as "border defer;se positions" grz;.dua]ly
assuzed increased importance and became known as fortified zon.es
or "URs." .This t;erm, first used in the Red Army"é Basic Field
Vaneal piblished in 1936, ves zdopted by Soviet ¥ar East forces in
1940. (In_?ugie_.n.’th_e tern 7-'a.s Ykpenlehhbin Pauon, pronounced
.. Ukreplenny Rajon. It ‘v.'a:s gbbreviated to YP, | pronounced UR.)
Article 258‘01‘ the Red I-.rx:y mznual prescribed tha‘b‘ fortified
regions or Rs should be estzblished: 1) at points or areas which
beceuse of their econozic, political, or strategic importance were
to be held a2t all costs, 2) in an zrea whose security was necessary
for the deployment or mzneuver of forces, and 3) on 1':he flanks of *
aress from which the mein zttack wes to be launched. ‘
Generally speeking, the Bs in Far Zastern Russia were in the
firss ceiegory, and were assigred 2 numerical designation. In the
Ussuri erea, the URs were located along the 'border from Iman souvth

through frodekovo and Folbavka to Eerabesh and extending to the

Vledivosiok fortress on the one hand and to Mramornoye on the other.

(See =p Yo. 3, and Chart lo. k). Xlthough they constituted a

series o closely integrated fertifications, they did not constitute

en wbroken line, since areas there deep forests made operational

actions impossible were left urforvified.
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The strength of each TR djifered:. The, sfrx;ngest, not-only in
Ussuri but in all ;’i‘ the Far East, were the Rs of érod'ekovo.‘and
Poltavka; respectively opyosite)the Jai»a.nes.e fortifications at
Sui.f_enho a:nd Tungning. This was only na’t;ural since it was in this
area that the Soviets expected the main body of the Japanese Army
to attack.

The Dauriya R, located close to the border in the mortiwest, '

formed the first defense line in the Trans-—Baika}, and the Borzya
(R, somevhat to the rear of the torder, the second defense line.
The latter, however, had been constructed much ez;.:-_ier than the
former. %he purpose of the Sovie.{cs in constructing two defense
lines in the Trans-Baikal was neirer‘ clarified. Tae Jalpa.nese Army
General Staff presumed, however, that the Borzya line, constructed

in 1932, offered a natursl resistance line along the Borzya River

vhat would be more effective for the defense of.the Karymskoe avea, '

key position on the Trens-Siberian, than would be the fron‘biez:.
The construction of the Dauriya prositions along the frontier,'beg{m
in 1939 following the completion of the Borzya-Tamsag Railroad, was
believed to have been prompted by the reorientation of positions
made possible by the railroad. The General St‘ai'i‘ presumed that
the missions of the Dauriya UR were 1) to défe;lé’ the frontier, 2) :

4 v
to shield the Forzya railroad junction, and 3) to cover the stra-

tegic deployment of ‘Irans~Baikal forces.
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Discussion of Fortified Zones or Ws

.
. -

it ﬁay be.saié.tnat the 2s were effectnye mllltary 1nstal-

..t:phs in the rlght places at the rngt vime, They heve become

‘- Y. . [N A

- v

otsolete, hofeve}, bw the wartime and Dost— ar development of air

’

lines of commnnlcatzon and of the use cf oar*troopers.

nhese fort:.lea zones were desizned as defenses against ground

ccombat forces, conpletely dependent uron ground supply units.

¥ance, combat elexmenis would first have %o destroy the tochkas in

crder to get control of the roads to permit supply elements free

zCCESS thereto.

There were Zew operaticnzl rcads across the frontier, and tne

Soviets capitelized on this fzct by establishing the fortified zones

nezex 2ll roads. The Uas were conceived &s limiting an invader's

reecdon of movement by effectively commending all roads and adjecent

areas, and indeed compelling him to meke & costly frontal attack

‘zend fo expend strength, materiel, and tinme in doing se. In this

respect, the URs had a2 sufficient reison d'etre.
There is no rocxa to doubt ithe initielily defensive nature of the
Es

. The charzcier of the URs changed, however, when the Soviets

vere able to step up wer preparatiocns and reinforce the border areas.
obicn of an offensive operaticnal policy, the Soviet's
relience upon the Uis as defensive instellations decreased. The

UZs began to be corsidered as springboards for offensive action

egainet ianchuria. Proof of tris czn be found in the construction
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of the Pauriya positions in front of the éorzya positions in the
Trans-Baikel in 1939, and also “in the fact that wﬁen‘the unit in
charge’of defending the IR in the vicinity of Poltavka was pulled
back in lého, it was reorganized into “he 105th Infantry Division,
apparenily for future use in offensive operstions in this vicinity.

As regards the tochkas, or pillboxes, they were simpler to
consiruct and less expensive thaﬂ fortresses. Their disadvantages
were 1) they were excellent targets, 2) lacking connecting under-
’ground trenches they were likely to become isolated, and 3) with
inadeguate billeting and storage facilities, tﬁeir fighting power
would inevitebly diminish with the passage of time.

‘Tt mey be éoncluded that the fortified zones have become
obsolete a2s defense inétallations, esPeéially in view of the develop-

ment cf {lamethrowers, and the tactical use of atomic weapons:
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CHAPT=R IX

Comments on Significant Aspects of Soviet Operations

in Manchuria in 1945

Comments on Soviet Policy Changes and Troop Concentration in FER

The war policy adopted by the USSR in June 1941 was, first, to
destroy the German forces in the west, and then to wait patiently
for an opportunity to enter the war against Japan. It was only
natural, therefore, that during tke war agaihst Geraany, the Kremlin
should take é;ins to avoid provoking Jagan.

The avoidance of provocative acts continued until zbout the

time of the American landing in the Fhilippines (October 1944j,

subsequent to which the tone of the Soviet press became anti-Japanese

" and Stalin made a speech openly denouncing Japan as an aggressor

nation for the first time since the start of the Pacific War. As

+ already mentioned, this denunciation highlignted the changed Soviet

attitude toward Jépan. It also marked the beginning of the Kiemlin's
preparations for entry into war against Japan.

The redeployment of troops begun towards the end of February
1945 to reconstitute Far East Soviet strength increased in voluae
month by month, reaching a peak in lay and June when a daily average

of about ten troop trains and about flve mnnitlon trains passed over

. AT P .
ek, T . PRl jetigy .-p g

tbe Trans—Siberian's rails. Beginning in about_the middle of July; T
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movement of ant.iadrcr&tt gtm's and aircraft was accelerated.

Towards the end of Apl'll 191;5, the Intelligence Section of the

Japanese Army General Staff est:.mated that Sov1et strength in the

Far East had increased since January by 100,000 men, 1,800 aircraft

and 300 tanks.

At- the same time, bzsed on the volume of traffic

moving along the Trans-Sibz2rian, it mzde a projected estimate that

this strength would be built up to the following levels:

25

" | Number o .
of End of April | End of Mey | End of June | End of July
Period ;
Troops 850,000 1,050,000 1,300,000 1,600,000
Aircraft 3,500 1,800 5,600 - 6,500
Y Tanks 1,300 2,000 3,000 4,500

To what extent each area of the Far East was being reinforced

by this strength, neither Zwantung Lrmy's intelhgence sect:.on nor

the General Staff's intelligence section could ascertain.

The only

reinforcements that the ¥wenbung Ar-y could confirm were thos_e in the

Grodekovo and Poltavka sectors opposite the eastern front, although

25.

These Tigures were never confirmed.
however, with Soviet projectioas.

They compare favorably,
Cn 17 October 1944, the Soviet

Union presented the U.S. with a list of supplies needed for Far East

operations.
_of 1,500,000 men, 3,000

planes.

in cp. cit., p 248.

This list vw2s calculated on the requirements of a force
tanks, 75,000 motor vehicles, and 5,000 air-
Deliveries were to be completed by 30 June 1945.

J.R. Deane
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the extent of even these remforcements could not be confirmed. In
retrospect, this detected bu:tld-up may have been a ruse to draw
Xvantung Army's attention .to the eastern front.

" The reconstitution of. Soviet strength around the perimeter of
lanchuria wes accompanied by an increase in intelligence activities
of the Soviet Army. The pumber of spies entering. lanchuria rose
sherply; incidents were'i‘requently reported wherein Japanese and
‘anchurian lookouts were }o’.dn;pped by Soviet soldiers in the border

areas. Thus, vhile Xwantung Army intelligence failed to ascertzin

much detz regarding the Soviet Army, the Soviet Army was able to learn

of Ewantung Aroy moves clearly and in full detail.

Compents cn Soviet Lbtives and Objectives in Entering the
Viar Lgainst Javan

The operztions of the Soviet Far East forces in iianchuria and
Iorez during ~ugust 1945 may be regarded as a sort of "political®
expedition, and for this reason the following pages will deal oc-
casionally with other then purely strategical matters. Actual hos-
tilities lasted only 10-odd days and, although fierce local battles
were fought, no mejor engagement worth mentioning from a strategical
point of view took place.

The motives steted in the Soviet declaration of war against

Jepen were ab variznce with the condnct of Soviet operations and were

inccnsistent with Stalin's statement at the time of Japan's surrender.

The declaration of war stated that "the A1llies have addressed the
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Government of the Soviet Unibn asking it t6 join in the war -against

the Japanese aggressors and in this way to shorten the war's d_nrat;i.on»

... True to its duty foward the Allies, the Soviet Governmemt accepted -

the proposal of the Mies.n? Hence, the motives ostensibly were i.)
to shorten the war, and 2) o TWlfill a duty to the Allies: P
analysis of Soviet public statements and of miljtary actions of the
Soviet Zrmy reveals somswhat different motives, and furthermore
reveals clear-cut politiczl objectives.

In a speeck delivered on 2 September 1945, the day the surrender -
instrument was signed, Stalin revealed that reverge was one of the
mtives that rrompted the Kremlin to abtack Japan. After referring
to the Russian.defeat in the Russo—~Japanese War of 1904-05, and to  _
Japanese interventior in Far Eastern R;zssia during the early stages
of the Revolution, as well as to border incidents of 1938 and 19?9,
Stalin declared: "Fer forty years we, the men of the older éeneration,
heve veited for this dey. And now this day has come."%!

The Soviets did not in fact seek an early end to the war.

Jepanese Imperial Gereral Headguariers issued-a cease-fire order to

26. Tnis quwtation, like other quotations used in this study,
was used by D.J. Daliin in op. cit.

27. The author might more appropriately have cited the terms
of the Yzlta agreement signed by Stalin én 11 February 1945, (prior
to the invasion) to show that revenge was a motive. This document
stated: "Tne former rights of Russia violated by the treacherous

- attack of Japan in 1904 shall be restored..."
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thehCommé;ier in Chief of Xwantung Army on 16 August, whefeas Sovie£
Army Beadquarters did not issue & cease-fire order to its forces
until 23 August, and on that same day dropped paratroops in the
D;iren,and fort Arthur areas.

In Outer lbngolia, furthermoTe, an element of the combined
Sov1et~0uuer Ibngolia army attacldng in the vicinity of ¥2lgan,
rejected a Japanese proéosal fof cease-fire negotiations, and
continued to attack Kalgan until 23 August. These examples may be
considered ai'strong evidence disproving the Sovief contention that
it scugnt an early end to the war.28 ) ’

—— . .

Other Soviet actions réveal even more clearly the transperency
of st te; motives. Zspecially is this true when the objectives of
the USSR in the Fer Ezst, as conteined in the Yzlta Agreement, aré
examined. Soviet objectives mer be interpreied as follows: 1) to

hznd over forea and Menchurie ‘o the Chinese. Communists, and thereby

to facilitate the Communization of those areas and China, 2) to

28. The Soviets may indeed have had no intention of shortening
the war but the author!s evidence is not conclusive. Thile it is
true that Irperwal General He,dq;arte“s on 16 sugust issuved a blanket

. cessaion order, this order did not apply to all nilitary actions
(e.é. airplane observation, iroop zov emenus) A comprehensive ces
sztion order was noi issued by I:zer1=1 General Heacau TLErs unuil
22 August to oeceue effective 25 iugust, two cays after the Soviets
corcluded the campaign. (4rmy Dsrartment Order fo. 1368, 22 August
L5, IGE femy Orce*s, Volune ¢_I) Although no information can be
otiained as to when Soviet Ar—y Headguerters a2llowed local commanaers
to issue cease-fire orders, several Japa nese accounts (See lonograchs
0. 1;& and 155) of Soviet occupation of various perts of wanchuria
-rior to 23 hugust would indicate thet local cease~fire orders had

n issued muck earlier.
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supplenent the insdequate rescurces of Far Eastern i?.ussia with the - -
resources of Manchurii, ard 3) to strengthen the defense structure

of Fzr Easterh Russia by wresting from Japan the Kurile Islands and -

the southern part of Sakhelin. Jzpanese observers noted that the

Soviet Army, in carrying out operations in Manchuria, seemed to
attach far greater importance to kanding Yanchuria over to the
Chinese Cormunists than to the destroying the Japanese Army.

The missions ofv the Red irmy as compared with its actions
should also be exanined in determining Soviet motives and objectives.
The 19'29 edition of the Red Arzy's Field Service Regulations stipu-
lated that the mission of the 2ed Army was 1) to defend the county
and 2) to support the struggle for liberation by the oppressed .
sorking people throughout the world. As revised in 1936, however,
the Regulations lizited the Zed Army's mission to the_dei‘e_nse of
the country. The Red Army's invasion of llanchuria showed that it
vas r~..:>t solely an arzy for the cefense of the country, but essential-

ly an ermed political organizziion aiming at the Sovietization of

e Mg

‘é.he vorld.

Tirinz of Soviet Eaxtrvy into ‘%er Arzzinst Japan

' Pravdas on 15 August, end Izvestia on 16 August emphasized that
it wes not the irminence of Jzpen’s surrender that prompted the
Soviet Union to enter the war agaiast Jap‘an, but contrariwise that
it was the Soviet Union's entry thst hastened the surrender of Japan.

In its post-war propagande policy the Soviet Union has consistenfily
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emphasized, furthernore, that its participation in thé-iér against
J&pa!l played a decisive role in bringing Japan to submissmn.

However, this was not exactly the case.
. -

-

The Red Army launched operati-as in Manchuria hastily and before
it was fully prepared. At the time of the invasion, a great ﬁumber
of rocket guns and vehicles were still en route tc; the Far Bast via' —~
the Trans-Siberian Railroad; a large shipment of horses was at
Irkutsk Station. The fact that large quantities of vehicles and

¥

horses were shJJ. en route indicated that thf.;. troop concentration,
while possibly far advanced, had not yet been complebed.

The haste of the Soviets entry into the war and their lack of
complete preperations verealso revezied by the fact that the mechanized
group which entered lanchuria from Cuter !ongolia developed.z fuel
shortage within three days of the commencement of operations. That

the Soviet Lrmy commenced the lfanchurien invasion before military

concentrations had been completed is torne out by ifajor General

Joan R, Deane. In The Stranze Alliance, he states that at the

Feisdam Conference the Chiefl of Stafl of the Red Army, General Alexi
srbenov, in response to & question pat to him by Admiral’ Williem D.
Lezhy to outline Pussia's plens and intentions concerning the Jepanese,
stated that the Red Army would begin offensive operations in the:

. 2
Matter half of kugust.n2?

29. hccording to General Dezne's book, Antonov qualified this
rexzzrk by adding that the exact date would depend on the conclusion
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Ty tben, aid the Soviet Union enter the war during the first o .
half of August i3 such hastev39 There is no telling what the truth
was. th it may be’ presumed thab “the X.emlin _which previously had
been requested by Japa.n to act as intermediary in peace negotiations
with the United States, felt that the atom bombing by the United
States forces would expedite the surrender of Japan.

Soviet Ground and Air Strensth Used in Yenchuria

The nucleus of the Soviet forces that were assembled for the

- invasicn of lanchuria consisted of twenty infantry divisions in the

of nsgotiations then being held w:.th the Chinese (p 271). Deane
also states (p 247) that at the Yelta Conference, five months ear-
lier, Stalin, in reply to a direct cuestion from U.S. Ambassador’
W. A. Earriman, said that the Soviet Union would take the offensive
against Japan three months after Germany's defeat, provided...
Dallin, in op- cit. (p 194) quotes the wording of the pledge signed
at Yelta as stipulating that “the USSR would enter the war against
Japan "in two or three months after Gerzany has surrendered." In
view of the documentation given in this last reference which the °
author used for political baclrg“ou.nd in the preparation of this
studr, the editor feels that the author was not wholly objective in
nis presentation of these "other than purely strategical matters."
30. The theory that the USSR entered the war hastily is sup-
porved by the author's own evidence that the Soviets had massed
only between 40 and 45 divisions in the Far East, whereas Stalin
at Yzlta had said he would need 60 divisions in ihe Far East before
the Zed frmy could teke the offensive there. (Deane, op. cit., p
2L'7). FHowever, even this is rpot wholly conclusive since Japan was
in worse condition in August thza in rebruary and could be defeated
cy a scaller force in August than in February. Furthermore, in
terms of effective flghtlng capzcity the USSR exceeded Japan by
fa_ core than the threefold desiderata (see following page).
thatever the basis for her entry, it would appear safe to conclude
that the USSR entered the war against Jzpan in her own self inter-

- gst and at a time of her own choosing, her self interest being

defined es including the gains to be derived from Japan's pros-
tratiorn and the prestige to be cerived from living up to obligations.
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first attack line. The number of divisions in the second and third

. lines could not be learned. The General Staff estimited, however,

" that between twenty: and twexity five divisions had been transported +~ ' sce
Scu. L7

east after the end of the war with Germany. This estimate was made V7% !

R

~

by the Intelligence Burezu's section on Soviet affairs. It was

arrived at by dividing the total pumber of trains used to transport

troops eastward (betweeﬁ 800 and 1,000) by the number of trains

(40) required to transport a single division. If this-estimate’
vas correct the Soviet had between forty and forty-five divisions

. . for .the invesion of Yanchuri:a. Japan, on the other hand, had

¢

twenty-four divisions in lanchuria with a fighting effectiveness,
however, of only eight, plus seven in Korea with a proportionate
fighting effectiveness.

£s to the nuaber of Soviet aircraft in the VFer East, the in-

-

teliigence section of Second Air Army, which was atitached to

N e

i

t

14

E

. \
iwantung army, leerned in early August that there were twenty-two [
{

2ir divisions. ‘Inis meant a total of about 5,060 aircraft, since

.
ENpY

the estimeted average nuzber of aircreft in a Soviet air division

e

that time was 230, However, the actual operationzl strength of

<
.
R R Y

tre Scviets--both as to grouzd and air units--wes never confirmed. f

: 5 . : . {

. Ls previously noted, Stelin at the Teheran Conference (Movember :
1c43 ) steted that Soviet forces in the rer rast at that *ime would

have to be incredsed threefold before offensive operations could be

.19




" to indicate that the ratio, if not reached nmumerically, was more

-

undertaken. In"view of the fact that at the time of that conferenco

Soviet tnd Japanese strmgth in the Sonet-lza.nchnria area was about

R

equal, (in terms of d.i.v:isions aboit twenty ea.ch) it may be presnmad
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that the Xrexmlin made stremwus efforts thereafter to triple its
Far Fast strength.l Fowever, whether the 3.to 1 strength plamned
by Stalin was ever actuzlly assembled hzs never been confirmed.
General Sta.ff'estimates of 40 to 45 divisions would indiczte that ‘

it fell short of this ratio by 15 to 20 divisions. At this stage -

 of Wbrld Var II, however, the rumber of divisions an army had vas .

ot a satisfactory index to its strength. The 40 to 45 Soviet
divisions with full fighting effectiveness as compared with'the -

31 Japanese divisions with only one-third effectiveness would seem

than reached in terms of fighting eifectiveness.
The concentration of mumerically superior forces prior to the
start of operations was one of the Sovieu concepts in the use of

military forces. Other concepts were to augment peacetime strength

' with secret peacetime mobilizations, to make thorough operational

mreparations in peacetime in order to teke advantage of the slow

stert of the enemy, to annibhilate the enemy, and to achleve a swift

. victory.32 The lesson to be learned from the history of Soviet

3. Tthether this mean*® that the USR had to increase its
strength threefold independemly of Japan's strength, or to three
times Japan's strength is mot clear. The author has apparently
assumed the latter.

32, Stalin did not expsct the Far Zast, campaigzn to last more
than from 2} to 3 months. Deane, op. cit., p 26kL.
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operations n.n idanchuria is that the Soviet Government because of its
totaliterian nature is not under any legislative restraint as to the
size of its military forces as are Democratic nations, and that its {

cape.cn.ty for secret peacet:une mcb:xln.za.tlon is beyond the. :unagma’c.n.onj

s —— o

-

o“‘ other countr:.es.

Soviet Strategic Concepts Rezérding Yanchuria

The Soviet operational plan for the Far East seemed to have
four major objectives: 1) to disrupt the rout:’-: of Japanese re-
nnforce, ,ent., i‘rom Ch:_na to lznchuria, 2) to attract Kwantung Army's
r2in strength to the east meanwhile advancing a high-speed group
fron the west, 3) to tolshevize adjacent countries, L) to have the.
Chinese Communist armies attack ianchuria jointly with the Red Army.

The China—to—liancl*;uria route for Japanese reinforcements was
“he only one available in 1945, since the U.S. air force was com-
rletely disrupting sea transporiation between the homeland ani
iz2nchuria. '1'herefc;re, the Soviet Army ettached importance to the
disruption of the route from China, as was shown by Stalin's an-
nounced stratezy to drive toward Feiping, testified to by lajor
Gsneral John R. Deesne before the International iilitary Tribunal
for the Far Zzst on 5 June 1947, end referred to in en earlier
chapter.33 Furthermore, on 5 :2ay 1945, the Chinese Communist Army

high commend estzblished an operationzl plan for the invesion of

chemS

33. See Jeane, op. cit., p 249,
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l.anchur:.a whlch was dengned ‘ho sever 1ines ‘between Clnna and Ma.nchxn'n

. .~4.-
—-—wr -’*-— <

'Acwrd:.ng to the pla.n, -thé maa.n Iorce or the Chinese Comnmn:.st Army‘ -

oy

was to estabhsh a base in 'tbe Jehol areaby the end of September.
Actua]ly, operat:wnal activily wes begun early in June. This oper-

ational plan mnst be regarded as an attempt to cut off the China-

lanchuria route for the bemefit of the Soviet Army. (See Below)

Soviet Command System

During the early s‘ba‘ges of the German-Soviet War, the Soviet
high command maintained three interredizte c;ommands between itse';li
" and the seven area armies on the German front'" These were the
Northvwestern Front Army, the Ve stern Front Army, and the Southwestern
Front Army. These intermediate commands were subsequently abolished,
and Generalissimo Stalin assumed direct command of all area armies,

including the three in the Par Zast, keeping a retinue of ten leading B

military commanders whon he dispatched as needed to the various
fronts to direct operations. . ~
In the operations ageinst Japan, apparently because of the
great distance between loscow and the battle area, the system used
" in the earlier stages of operations against Germany vas adopte'd. ’
An intermediate comzand, the Far Bast General Army commanded by

Yarshal A.M. Vassilievsky, wes established between Supreme Com-

_ mander Stalin and the three Fer East area’ armies. Marshal Vassiliev-
sky's headquarters vas established presumably as an outpost agency

of the supreme command so taat the top military commanders might
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resain permanently at the battlefront. 3% Although his headquarters
was subsequently revealed to be located at Khabarovsk, exactly when
and where it was initially established has never been determined.

‘ Uh&er Yarshal Vésiiievsky comnand were the First and Secong .
Fer Zostern Area Armies, and the Trans-Baikal Arez Army, as well
es the air force. The FPacific. Fleel based a2t Vladivosiok was
Girectly under Generalissimo Stalin. (See Chert Ho. 5)
The First and Second Far Easiern irea armies had been crezted

earlier by splitting the former Far Iastern irez Army into two arez

ermies. £Lrgy General Alexender Purkeyev, Tormerly in command o

S eitee e

iy

the Fer Zastern Arez Arimy, became corzander of the Second Far Tasiern
srea sy, The other two ermy commanders, iarshel i.Ai. lereiskev

and "izrshel Rodion lzlinovéky, were rulled oul of the Germen-Sovied
bzitlefield, the former to comm2nd the First Ter Zzstern irea Argy,
and the letter the Trans-feikel -~rea ~rmy. (See Shoich . 4)

Ine boundaries of the Trans-3zikel &rea army and the First and
Seconi Tar Ezst Area irmies could not be clearly ascertained. Eud
judging {rom the fact that the Trans-Baikel srea ~rmy, following
the truce, was in charge of disarming Japanese f&rces and trans-

poruing rrisoners of wiar in Hsinking end lfukden, it is almost certain

that these cities vere included in its zone of operational resronsi-

34. .General Deasne wrote in op. cit., (p 274) that iarshal
Vesilievsky was given "“compleve control, without supervision from
ibscow, of 21l Soviet operations im the rar Zast.®
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Organizational Chart of Lfajor Commands
Soviet Far Fast Forces

Chart Yo, &
[EEE | Supreme command '_-*m e
.- lbscow
I .
Trans-Baikal Ej Far East Area Army [i—] Pacific.
T3 hrea Army Fleet
Chita ‘ I&abarovsk Vladivostok
‘ 1 |Bed Bamner l
[Borz [ Voloshilov [ Birobidzan
] | 2 [i-ed Banner l
Ulan-Bator Kuibyrshevka Voloshilov
ool . col | 35
Ima.n
1944

Supreme command

I.b[ SCOW

\
XXXXXX

Far East General Army
Khabairovsk (?)

I 1

T : .
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Borzya Voroshilov  Birobidzan
[17] 135 ]
Ulan-Bator I=an

Commanders:

Jzrshal Vassllievsky, Far East General Army
tzrshal lalinovsky, Trans-Baikal Area Army
VYarshel lleretskov, Far East First Area Army
General Prukayev, Far East Second Area Army

General Zhegelev, Air Army
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SKETCH NO. 4
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bility. (See Sketches Fo. 1, 2, and 3.)

The Soviet Far East Air Force was commanded by Air General
Zhegelev, and its operations were und;r the'overaii direction of
Air Mershal Novikov, head of the Soviet Air Force, who was attached
to lErshal Vassilievsky'!'s headquarters.

In studying the Soviet Army command structure, the lanchwrian
Netional Army to some extent and the 6hinese Commnist Army to a
great extent had to be considered. The Soviet Union as a mabter o.i'
practice made it a point to atbempt to Bolshevize the armed forces
of its nejghboring countries in order to sow t’he' seeds of Communism
in that country. In Meriinria, these seeds fell upon fertile zround
sidce much anti-Japanese feeling had existed 2mong the Manchurian
Kational 151itary forces ever since their founding. Many of the
. Yanchurian military forces took sides with Soviet forces as scon
as the Soviets launched the invasion of Manchuria. .

That the Soviet Army expected the Chinese Communist Army to.
conduct operations against ¥anchuria so that Manchuria after its.
occupation might be placed under the control of Communist China
was shown by the actions of the Chinese. On li August 1945, éeneral
Chi Teh hurriedly cabled the following operational order from Yenan

to four Chinese Communist Army groups:35

.

35. According to D. J. Dallin, in op. cit., the Soviet Govern-
ment informed the Chinese Commmnist leadership that no Communist Army
vould be permitted in i2nchuria, and sent a high ranking Soviet of~
ficer to Communist headquarters to announce this decision. * at
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1. Iu Cheng-Tsao, a native of the Northeast,
(i.e. lanchuria), .will advance to the Mukden - _-
area with his force composed mainly of .

i troopg bailing from the Forthwest. . -

2. Hieh Yung-Chin will organize a northward
raiding arry with the main strength (of his
forces) in the Shansi-Chzhar-Kopei Army
TJistrict, and advance nortnward from
Jehol with that army.

3. Chang Fsueh~Shih, in concerv with Lu Cheng-Tsao's’
actions, will concentrzte politicel forces among
the Northeast people in the Northeast.

3

Ko Lung will move southward along the Fen River
vith the m2in body in the Horthwestern Shansi
~2rmy District, and will occupy Taiyuen.

5. The units in the verious zrzy districts and
sub-districts will cepture the final Japanese
positions in view of the emergency situation
a~ising from the Soviet entry into the war
egainst Japan. -

other nezotiations he conducted there have not become known, but his
instructions ... wvere complied with to the letter: no Chinese Com-
munist irsy unils, i.e., groups of armed and uniformed men, tried to
penetrate into Soviet-occupied Iznchuria. ihat did occur, however,
vas a2 trexzendous movexment of unarmed Cozmunist 'civilians' into lan-
churia from the west and south." Dzllin adds that: "lhen the Com-
nunists agrrived, unzrped, they were not issued vezpons by the Soviet
euthorities. The Chinese Communists, however, knew vhat they were
doing: they entered werenouses and opened arsenals, and cuickly
rearmed froc Japanese stocks. Within a few weeks they had become a
formidable force." (p. 249), Dellin apparently does not mean surplus
Japanese stocks, since tne Japanese were short of weapons, and their
own troops had io use tamboo spears in soze cases, but rather to arms
collected after the Japznese cepitulation. Dallin 2lso states that
three different groups of Chinese Communisis eniered lznchuria: 1)
former lznchuriesn forces (of lzrshel Chang Esueh-liang) who had fled
Yanchuria afier the lanchurian Incident, 2) peris of the former Fourth
end Zighih irmies, and 3) "Chinese regwlers and civilians" who hed
bzen orgenized on.Soviet soil. This last group, which consisted of
Crinese who 2lso hed fled lzachurie in the 1930s, "fanned out over
the northern ... part of iznchuriz ...; it was to pley & primary role
in the future of ianchuria.” (p. 250)
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6. The units will carry out "human-bullet” attacks
when they run short of arms and ammnition.

~

Advancing Fower of Soviet FPorces - _ k .
Fach of the three Soviet srea armies that invaded Manchuria-
ajvanced at a different paze. The motorized divisions that invaded
from the eastern part of Outer Yongolia advanced toward central
Xanchuria for‘the first three days at & daily rate of about 100 kilo-
meters without encountering any serious resistance, 6n the 12th,'
baving run out of fuel, they halted temporarily.
The force that invaded eastern I.Lanchu:ria, on the other hand,
was impeded by local engageme;nts in the fllontn‘:.ezjia.reas. Tank elements
of this force reached the lﬁxtanchiang plain, about 150 kilometerc
from the border, on the fifth day of the war. The siowest of a1l
three thrusts was that from the north. The Soviet force penebxating
from that direction was delayed in the opening phases of the invasign
by the natural obstacle of the Amur River. ' .
That the slow-dovn in the advance of the motorized divisions
penetrating western Yanchuria was attributable entirely to the
fuel shortage cannot be doubted. The Kwanbung Army interceplted
uncgaded messages of these motorized divisions requesting fuel sup-
plies. Soviet forces generally enforced rigid discipline with regard
to maintaining secrecy in communications. The breaking of this
secrecy must be regarded as a drastic step showing concern over the

fuel shortage. 4s regards the fuel shortage itself, it has never
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been deternined whether this ;ésulted from inadequate transportation

-

facilities or from insufficient omntltles oi‘ fuel stored at. the

- R

point from which operations were 1au.nched.
" The S:\.rie‘h rear supply capacity, because of its vital importance
to the conduct of o;;erations, was the subject of an annual study by
the Japanese hrpy General Staff. ZXZach year the Russian section of

the Intelligence Division of the General Staff brought its study

.

.of this sudbject up to date. “While the author cznnot recall the

co*xcre’ce conclus:.onb reac..ed in these studies, he vividly remembers

that the J.Ol_ 'ins points were alwzrs taken into consideration:

1. It is necessary for the Soviets to bring & great
nurber of motor vehicles from the west, since
facilities for logistical transportation are
inadeguate in Far Zastern Zussia. (About 10,000
trucks were used in the omonhan Incident).

2. Since fuel consumpiion increases in proportion
to the number of vehicles used and the lengthening
lines, the more trucks used and the longer the
lines, the more the fusl problem will be aggravaied
in Fer Zzstern fussiz, ¥nown for its smell production

3. Inmadeguste transportailon fecilities and the
scarcivy ol fuel rrodedly ala e & heavy re-
streint upcen the advance of Soviet forces in
the Yar zzst. Tor this reezso 'x, they will endeavor

e ziive

mesdmun vese of v vs and weterways in

L +n PPN N
Lns Troctlens o ilus: &nG Lransrorved
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wordd izpede Soviel eperziicns in the Far Zast.
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zebusl crsreticns, ihe period of hostifities was so shord that it
seened thai the fighting ended tefore trhe factors restraining the

v omres

tetion were regarded as reshtraints

However, during
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rear suppl- became very appa.?ept.v However,. that s-ome‘groups wers
compelled to discont.lnue‘ their ﬁdf&ncg tt;mporaltily. because of the -

fuel shortage must de ;qhwwledged _:-xé a histo?igal fact. .

_If economic se]_f—sufficier;cy in Far Easteril Russia remaine

inadequate in tfxe future and if the 'Trans-Siberia;n continues to be

the only line conmeciing FER with the Ural avea, the most effective
methods of weakening the advancing power of the Soviets in +he Far

East would seem to be $o cut the Trans-Siberian, prevent the use of”
battlefield railroads, obstruct logistical tramsport facilities,

and destroy 211 fuel dvmps. I would not be ﬁecessarily difficult

to accomplish these tasks, provided air superiority is seized. If

air control is secured by the foe, Far Eastern Russia as an operational

base would become very insecure.

Yethod of Warfare
The method of warfare empioyed by the Soviets in Manchuria seemed

to be exactly the same as that employed by them in the German-Soviet

battlefield: the coordinated uée of infantry, tanks, and aircraft

to destroy enexy forces. Inasmuch as the Soviet Arm;;r has a é:brong '
tendency to standardize warfare methods, it seems only matural that
the Soviets s};ould employ identical fighting methods in two different

_battlefields. Fowever, there was a considerable difference in the.
terrain of the two battlefields. The Ea;xchurian battlefield had a

fer less developed transportation network than the German-Soviet

battlefields; it also had jungles, deserts, and a greater number of
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swamps and nm.nhablted areas. Failure of the Soviets to make al- ..

lowances i‘or th:Ls d:i‘ference of ‘herra.m may account for the Iuel ‘:‘

- g

_ shortage that obstructed the advance of the motor:.zed divisior;s. e

In the bztt lefleld of the Germa.n-Sonet War, a large force fought -
o & wide front which was ill-defined at many po.mts. In the
Yanchurian bati lefleld a i‘orce of one or two divisions advanced
along m2in c.rterles and fought local battles in the vicinity of the
roads. i
Kthough not directly related to methods of werfare, the quality
of the Soviet soldier is worthy of cormenmt. Most of the officers
and men of trne Kwantung Army were amazed at the Soviet soldier's
great capecity-to penetrate terrazin obstacles and his :s‘brong perse- '
verance. Tvwo exarples can be cited hefe: in eastern Manchuria, a
pov,eri‘ul Soviet force manzged to advence to the rear of Japanese .

forces bty oenetrat:.ng a jungle zone; in westérn Manchuria, it was .

noted thai the exposed skin of nearly 211 the Soviet soldiers who
had advanced from the eastern part of Outer longolia bore marks of
insect biies. These two examples abtest to the fact that the Soviet
soléier is fully capable of fighting even in thinly populated and
undéveloped areas with .poor transportat i‘acnln.ta.es , such as in

lanchuria, and of overcoming various naturael obstacles.
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