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" Subject: Operations and action of the Support Force Elghth Fleet
during Invasion of Southern France, 15 August 1944 and
attack on Defenges of Toulon and Marseilles in support

! - ‘0f the Allied Armies, and support of the Right Flank,
18 August to 25 September, 1944; report on. o

~ Reference: (a) NCWIF OpPlan 4-4k4 {Anor-l).
. b) ComSupFor Training Plan 6-~44e. =~
‘(c) ComSupFor OpPlan 3-4i %sitro One).
d] ComSupFor OpPlan 5-L4 (Flare One).
e) ComSupFor desp. 231146B of Aug,194L {(Flare Two).
~§f ‘ComSupFor OpPian 6-44 (Flare Three)s

~

{g) NCWTF desp. 2312004 of Sept. 194L. ’ ,
h} CCD 7 ltr, Al6~3, serial 0088 dated 20 Aug. 1944
. covering assault phase of operation DRAGOON. ,
(1) €CD 7 ltr. Al6+3, serial 0090 dated 29 Aug. 1944
) covering period 18 to 22 Aug: 1944,
(3) cCp 7 1tr. Al6-3, serial 0092 dated 30 Aug. 194L
covering period 23 to 27 Auge. 1944. ’

Gg Part VI
gD Part VII
E) Part VIII

Bnolosuret (A) Part IV - Communications,
: iB) Part Vv -« Gunfire Support Notes, .
' = Chronology. . R

"Battle Damage. S
Performance of ordnsnce material and
A : ammunition expenditurese. ,
(F) Part IX  « Personnel performance and casualties.

GENERAL NARRATIVE

© . memx 39128

Prqpargpion‘and Plgnniﬁg ‘ ‘ ' BECORD MO et

1. Introduction S UN&LASS?F@

The operations of the Support Force under the command of Rear
Admiral L. A. Davidson, USN, designated by the Naval Western Task -
Torce under the command of Viee Admiral H, X. Hewitt, USN, during
the Invagion of Southern France, fall naturally into th;ae;periods,
the Assault 15-17 August, which covera the landing and éstablish-
ment of the beachhead; the Post Assault 18-30 August, which:covers
the navel attacks on the defenses of Toulon and Marseilles’in
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support of the gdvance of the Allied Armies, and the third, the . "
Support, 30 August to 25 September (and is still continuing)

. hich covers the support of the seaward flank of the Allisd xmnies
2nlding on the Franco-~Italian border.

2e Tasks assigned by reference (a) were:

(a) puring the Assault perlod.

(1) Establish the First Special Service Force on the Islands
of Levant and Port Cros, Neutralize all enemy batteries on
these islandg threatening assault shipping and operational
forces.

(2) Bstablish the First Groupe Commandos d'Afrique in the
vicinity of Cap Negre for the purposes of destroying enemy

" defenses at Cap Negre, blocking the coastal highway, seizing
the high ground two miles north of that cape, and protecting
the left flank of the main assault forces, Destroy or
neutralize enemy batteries at Cap Negre (if uncaptured) and
Cap Benat which threaten Cavalaire assault,

(3) Conduct bohbardment and support military operations in
the Sitka Area,

(4) Reassign gunfire support ships to meet special situations.

(b) During the Post Assault period:

(1) Support the westward advance of the Army.
(¢) During the Support Period (Static):

(1) Reference (g) directed support of Army right flank in
vicinity of Italian frontier,

(2) Prevention of small craft raids from enemy held
territory to the eastward,

3. Composgition and Distribution of Forces:

(a) Assault Period:

(1) Landing Forces:
First Special Service Forece (1365) Colonel Walker, USA
Pirst Groupe Commandos d'Afrique ~Lt-Col. Bouvet, FA




—

FB3~8/A16<3 .
Serial: 0216 21 October 194L,
Subject: Action report of the Support Force Eighth Fleet for
period 15 August to 25 Septeber 1944.
(2) Gunfire Support Rear Admiral Davidson,UsSi
AUGUSTA (TF) ‘ 1 CA
DIDO 1 CL
IORRAINE 1 BB
SOMERS, GLEAVES, LOOKOUT,
THEMISTOCLES ‘ 4 DD

(b) Post Assault Period: Vessels assigned to other task forces
which came available to Cormander Support Force.

(1) ALPHA Gunfire Group (CTG 84.7) Rear Admiral Mansfield

RAMILLES 1l BB
AUINCY < 1cA
ORION (F), AURORA, ATAX, BLACK PRINCE,
GLOIRE 5 CL
LIVERMORE, EBERLE, KEARNY, ERICSSON L DD
TERPSICHORE, TERMAGANT 2 DD
(2) DELT4 Gunfire Group (CTG 85.12) Rear Admiral Bryant

TEXAS (F), NEVADA \ 2 BB
PHILADELPHI A 1l CL
GEORCES LEYGUIS, MONTCAIM 2 CL
FANTASQUE, MALIN, TERKIBIE 3 IL
ELLYSON, HMBIETEN RODMAN, EMONS,

MACOMB, FORKEST, FITCH, HORPSON 8 D

(3) CAMEL Gunife Group (CTG 87.7) Rear Admiral Deyo

ARK ANSAS 1 BB
TUSCALOOSA (F) 1 ca
BROOKLYN, MARBLEHEAD 2 CL
ARGONAUT 1 CL
DUGUAY TROUIN, EMILE BERTIN 2 CL
PARKER, KENDRICK, MACKENZIE, MC LANAHAN,
BOYLE, CHAMPLIN, NIELDS, ORDRONAUX,

WOOLSEY, LUDLOW, EDISON 11 DD
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(¢c) Support Period.

(1) Support Group One, Rear Admiral Davidson, USN.
PHILADELPHIA (F)
BROCKLYN 2 CLs
TLORRAINE 1l BB
H.P. JONES
MADISON
WOOLSEY (F)
EDISON
LUDLOW 5 DDs
(2) support Group Two, Contra Amiral Joujard, FI.

MONTCAIM (F)
GEORGCES IRYGUES

GLOIFE 3 CLs
(3) support Group Three, Contra Amiral Auboyneau, FN.
EMILE BERTIN
DUGUAY TROUIN 2 CLs
1R MALIN 1 DL

(4) Bombardment Group (S.C.P)

Ships as assigned from Group one, Two er Three fob
active bombardment of the enghy.

Detailed Planning and Preparation:

(a) Planning and study commenced in December 1943 but could not
be carried on consistently and regularly due to the inter-
jection of other operations mamely, Ahzio in January and the
advance of the Allied Armies in Italy from the Garigliano
Valley 2and from the Anzio Beachhead in May and June. The ex-
cellent Advance Planning Memoranda issued from time to time by
Conmander EIGHTH Fleet presented the mass of information in
doses that could be digested served as reminders and formed a
sound basis for the final detailed planning.
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(b) Resolved to improve technique and profit from lessons learned
through mistakes in previous operati ons steps were takem to
assure efficient and adequate aerial observation of fall of
shot; to improve the Bombardment Code; establish a standard
spott ing procedure; improve training and equipment of shore
fire control parties; equip scieening vessels with efficient
and adequate smoke making equipment and to advance the train-
ing in night observation of gunfire by aircraft and through
employment of the Beedex. In the course of advancing these
aims two weeks were profitably spent with the French Navy in
early March in indoctinational training in gunnery and com-
munications, followed by a trip to the United States where
conferences were held with commanders of cruisers, battle-
ships and destroyer units designhated to augment the gunfire
support forces in the Mediterranean wnd with Rear Admiral
Durgin relative to aerial observation. Arrangements were
made for intensive training of pilots and gunnery personnel
of ships and for the early delivery of nine Beedex units.
The use of gastline gel in air bombing was discussed with
the Staff of Cominch and the prosecution of experimental
development urged as it appeared an excellent weapon for

use against the tunnel, turret and trench type of defenses
to be encountered in Eurp. .

{c} In May and June the Support Force was engaged in support-
ing the advance of the Allied Armies in Italy from their
positions in the Garigliano River Valley and from the Anzio
Beachhead. In these operations much was done to improve and
standardize the technique of the SFCP and naval gunfire
liaison and to impress the Army command with the value of
attack on targets of opportunity by air observation although
the requirement that the Army must make request for fire on
specific targets hours in advance of their intended movement
still was the rule for Navy participation and a requirement
of the 225 Recco Squadron to permit briefing of their pilots.

(d) A visit to the beachhead in Normaady was made by the
Support Commander on D plus ten with Commander G.K. Williams,
U.S. Navy, Gunnery Officer of the BROOXKLYN who for the Invasion
of Southern France served as Staff Gunnery Officer. The party
returned Impressed by the strength of the defensive concrete
gun emplacements, the ingenuity exerciged in their location

and concealment; the lack of dependability of aerial bombing

in prelanding neutralization; the demand for volume of naval
gunfire; employment of AP projectiles against concrete; the
possibilities presented by the use of fire againgt beach

-5‘..
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defenses; and the absolute necessity for maintaining naval
gunfire until the last moment of the landing with zerial
observation or offshore observation from a landing craft.

The possibilities in theﬁggemy use of underwater obstzcles
appeared to pose an almost*insurmountable problem ia the
Mediterranean where through lack of tidal range ¥t.s

obstacles never were exposed. Employmeht of the pontoon
causeway to accept the damsge of underwater explosion and
bridge the dstensed area appeared to offer a possible sul-
ution if enough could be spared for this purpose. The

effects of stoim and the possibilities of disaster of
resulting were again forcibly in evidence.

(e) Upon return from this visit the Support Force Commzander
found detail pvlans for the Invasion of France in progress
although the forces; ground, naval and air, o be made
available ware s0ill not firm., On 1 July verbal orders werc
rcceived to set up a tentative gunfire vupport plan for the
operation on ths assumption that #orces released to Overlord
would be avallabls in the Mediterranean =nd on 6 July Operation
Sitka was assigned to the Support Force implementing the de-
cigsion to efiect nn advance landing on the Isles d'Hycres and
inthe vicinity o Cap Negre to secure the left flank of the
main assault.

(f) A training plan, reference (b) was prepared and issued to
U.S. forces e#s they arrived in the Mediterransan. The plan
was not appyosved by CinCMed for British and French forces
until 3 August owing to other employment demands and then
with the proviso that the training of the French be under

U.S. and British commanders. The allocation of gunfire
support ships to the several amphi*ious assault commends
having been made by this time and the ships having bsen delay-
ed in reporting by material and logistic demands the training
fell naturally under the several Gunfire Support Group Com-
manders, Fortunately the majority of the battlsships, cruisers
and destroyers ren-orting had had bombardment experience either
in gction or in target practice. Special directives were
issued to forward the training of all ships and observation
planes in communications and the use of the Mediterranean
Bombardment Code distributed about 22 July.

(g) An operation "Preview" was arrangsd and carried out on

7 August to provide a communication exercise for the air
control units. Combined with this, several ships were afford-
ed an opportunity to conduct bombardment practice and exercise
was had in econtrol of fire by SFCPs and fighter spotters. The
exercise brought out many weaknesses in communications prin-
cipally interference between channels.

-6 .
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(h) The assignment of Commanders of the several gunfire
support groups having been approved, namely Rear Admiral
Mansfield, R.N., to Assault Force Alpha, Rear Admiral

BRYANT, U.S. Navy to Assault Force Delta, Rear Admiral

DEYO, U.S., Navy to Asssult Force Camel and Rear Admiral
DAVIDSON, U.S. Navy to Assault Force Sitka, the assignment

of ships was mfiads firm on 27 July and the detailed planning
of the gunfire in support carried out under the respective
Task Force Commanders in consultation with and coordinatead

by the Suprort Force Commander. The French Flag Officers,
namely Contra Amiral AUGOYNEAU and Contra Amiral JAUJARD were
assigned as Deputy Group Commanders in the Camel and Delta
Forces respectively. The OMAHA, MARRLEHEAD and CINCINNATI
of Cruiser Division TWO with Rear Admiral CHANDIER in command
were made available at such late date that only one ship the
MARBLEHEAD was assigned to gunfire support duties. OMAHA
was held in reserve, CINCINNATI was under overhaul in ORAN
as a result of a turbine casualty. The French tralning ship,
JEANNE 4' ARC, was algso held in ressrve. H.M.S. RAMILLES
joined on the night of the fourteenth of August enroute to
the assault area. Operation orders and plans had been for-
warded to meet her at Gibraltar.

(i) Rear Admiral CHANDLER arrived without a staff on 2
August and without a background of previous experience in
eamphibioug warfare or in naval support of troops. He was
welcomed and assigned as the Commander Assault Group in the
Sitka operation where his services were urgently required in
coordination of the two widely divergent landings to be
carried out on the Isles d'Hyeres and in the vicinity of Cap
Negre and in the ndjustrnent of personal differsences and to
act as a curb on controversies engendered by the positive
personalities of the Special Service Force Commanders and
Captain MAYNARD and thus permit the Support Force Commander
to devote his time to study and joint planning with General
de LATTE la TASSIGNY, Commanding French Armee B for the
assault on the defenses of Toulon and Marseille,

(j) The early stages of the planning period were spent in
getting settled in Naples., Commander EIGHTH Flest moved
forward from Algiers on 10 July. Commander Support Force
established a headquarters on shore in order to have space

in which to operate, to secure security, and to facilitate
conferences with Armv and Alr comrands. Quarters were secured
in ﬁgﬁ“&;cinity of those of the Seventh Army termed "Flambeau".

J19

ARMED FORCES STAFF COLLEGE
olg94i -
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The Support Force HQ was dubbed "Flare®. The persgonnel of

the Planning Staff consisted of the following officers:

Captain G.E. MAYNARD, USN, COMTransDiv 5 with staff of
four, Sitka Assaulti :

Conmander J.N. HUGHES, USN, ComTransDiv 13, Sitka Assault.
Captain S,H., NORRIS, RN, with staff of 3, Romeo Assault,

Cornmander G.K, WILLIAMS, USN, Gunnery.

Lieutenant Commander A,G. STANFORD, USNR, Diversion Group.

Ensign J.H, BABYAK, USN, Assistant Secretary. '

Lisutenant Comnmander P,WO0OD, USNR, Comrunications.

Lieutenant C.G. LAVIN, USNR, Intelligence.

Lieutenant D,i., LIANE, USN, Aviation.

Lieutenant T.M. CLEMENT, USNR, Mines.

Capitain de Fregafe M.J.B. BATAIILE, F.N¢, Liaison and
Gunnery. v ' ‘

Captain R.K, DAVIS, USN, Chief of Staff and Lisutenant
D.W, SMITH, USNR, Logigtics and Lieutenant Commander H.M,
McLELLAN, USNR, remained on the Plagship to handle con-
munications and operations connected with the training
program.

(k) The planning and training for the assaults were handi-
capped by the lite arrival of four of the LSI(S) and (M)

from the United Kingdoms The PRINCE BAUDOUIN, the last to
arrive, on 3 August reported that just prior to departure

the entire boat flotilla had been exchanged for one manned

by Royal Marines with little experience in amphibious war-
fare. Three required fittings for hoisting LCM and all
required additional radio equipment. The OSMOND INGRAM arrived
on 1 August with no background of experience and with faulty
boats without underwater sxhaust.

(1) 1t was planned to effect the landings on the islands from
rubber boats in order to attain secreey, to overcome the
handicap of poor maneuverability of the LCV{R) with which the
APDs were equpped and to make it possible to debark all of
the assault troops without waiting for boats to return for a
sscond loalls A technique for launching, loading and towing
rubber boats was developed by the Commander Transport Division
Thirteen in which three boats were sescured in tandem to a
single towline and towed by g LCV(R) three abreast. Type M,
army assault boats were sscubed and tested but were found to
be less seawgorthy and maneuverable than the ten man rubber
boat which it was found on test could be towed at a speed of

-8 -
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71/2 knots in a smooth sea and which towed well at lesser
speeds in a ¢hop.

(m) The eleven nile trip from the transport area to Cape

Negre demanded a modification of this technique to allow for
the possibility of rough seas being encountered and to provide
for the timing of the assault with that of the landings on the
islands. In this approach of the advanes party PT boats wers
enployed to tow LCA in order to increase the gpeed and gain a
time interval in advance of tle main assgult. Part of the
advance party were embarked in the PT which stopped two miles
off shore and off losded the scouts and security party into
rubber boats from which point they proceesded to the landing
towed by LCAs which carried a rubber boat in addition for use
of the assault troops embarked in the LCA in event ofdiffi-
culties being encountered on rugged shores. In the landing
on Elba and in this operaion the LCA has been found to be an
excellent boat for use in scramble landings. It is quiet,
rugeed and maneuvers well but lacks power to retract. The
LCV(R) 13 noisy, maneuvers poorly and is easily damaged.

{n) Despite the handicaps and short period for training the
rehearsal, conducted on the eighth of August was successfully
carried out. There were many points requiring readjustment
and further traning was desirhble but with the ninth spent
returning the troops to their encampment area, replenshing
water and fuel at Naples and with a critique to be held on
the 10th little opportunity was afforded as the embarkation
and departure from the mainland was scheduled for the 1llth.
Installation of hoisting arrangements on the LCMs was complet-
ed and boats hoitsted for the first time on the 9th after
excellent work on ths part of the British repair unit at
Castellamare. The First Special Service Force loaded at
Castelabatte and the First Groupe Cormandos d'Afrique at
Agropoll on the morning of 11 August and sailed for Propriano
where they were staged on shore, briefed in the operation and
reloaded on the lith.

(o) The landing sites on the Isles de Port Cros and du Levant
were selected b7 the Cormander Special Service Force from
aerial photographs and later confirmed by recomnaissance from
a subnarine. The trip was made by Lieutenant Colonel BURHANS
and a scout officer in a2 British sulmarine on 28 July. Despite
the assertions of French Officers and others with local know-
ledge that a landing over the south coast of the islands was
impracticable or impossible Col. WALKER had supreme confidence

-9 -
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in the ability of the troops. It was the desire that the
Sitka landings be accomplished 1n secrecy, with stealth, and
not be the cause of arousing the area seslected for the paln
assault. To attempt to land on the north shore of the islands
where the only natural beaches existed would have entailed
the employment of gunfire against enemy defense installations
as it seemed improbable that a force of the gize of the Sitka
Force should te able to approach and take station inside the
Rade d'Hyeres undetected. The Task Force Commander concurred
in the seiection as he too had confidence that the training
and experience of the 8pecial Service Force assured success.

(p) The planging and preparation for aerial observation of
gunfire involved the training of the pilots of VCS-EIGHT to
fly fighter plansess The BROOKLYN Unit was trained in P-40s
under Arny tutelage at Bertaux, Algiers and the PHILADELPHIA
in FAFs in the United States. Later the BROOKLYN Unit qualifi-
ed in P-51s and five pilots transferred to temporary duty with
the XIIth Tactical Air Force in the 11l1lth Reconnalssance
Squadron where they were joined by the five pilots of the
PHILADELPHIA Unit upon their arrival in April. En additional
bplahes were secured for the squadron in late July and navy
mechanie¢s having experience with in-line engines were drawn
from the battleships to service them. With ten pilot spotters
operating from Corsican fields and with the two squadrons of
Hellcats and Seafires on the CVEs it seemed that the problem
. 0T aerial observation might be solved. This did not meet the
demands, however, so cruiser planes were returned aboard
PHILADELPHZA, BROOKLYN and QUINCY, ships having the gasoline
gtowage aft and AUGUSTA and TUSCALOOSA pilots used as replace-
ments in the CLs. In view of the expected enemy air opposition
and operational losses the CVEs were to be withdrawn immediately
after the assault leaving the 1ll1th the only source of spotters.
To provide for employment of Seagulls and Kingfishers in event
of need, plans were made to base these planes removed from
AUGUSTA, TUSCALOOSA and the battleships at Ajaccio, and place
the TEXAS as a floating seaplane base within operating range
of tk assault area to replenish fuel and ocatapult the planes
and thus permit their carrying a full load of fusl which is
impracticable on water take-off. This last expedient was not,
however, necessary. The air opposition proved to be very light
so the CVEs remained on station until the fall of Toulon and
Marseille furnishing observation for the ships engaged on the
left flank in support of tls westward advance of the Armies.

~10 -
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(q) It was eatly apparant in the study of the defemses of
Toulon and the Army scheme of maneuver and of ths composition
and equipment of the follow up forces that the French Armee

B would require a maximum of naval support to make up for the
lack of heavy field artillery; the Isle de Porquerollss,
Presqu'ile de Gieng and Saint Mandrier must be reduced or
neutralized in order to position the ships; and that the
clearance of mines and the opening of the anti-torpedo net in
the Rade d'Hyeres must be sccomplished as soon as practicable
in order to conserve the high velocity charges and long range
munitions which were in short supply for ships rsporting from
the Invasion of Northern France. Mandriér, with its 340 mm
turreted guns having 40,000 yds. range dominated Porquerolles
and Giens and the last two named were inter supporting and.
all threatened the advance of the ground forces. An early
plan to take Porquerolles by amphibious assault was, for this
reason held in abeyance. As Mandrier was the hub of the
defense system and the reduotiod. or destruction of the turrets
by naval gunfire or aerial bombing seemed improbable the ,
development ot a plan for disabling these guns was undertaken
at the request of Commanding General, SEVENTH Army. The plan
consisted of a softening up by aerial bombardment and reduction
of A/A and medium batteries by naval gunfire by both day and
nights The final blow was to be deliversd by two parties of
French Groupe d!Assault, three men each under the leadership
of Capltain de Fregate SERRIOT, who having besn stationed on
Mandrier was acquainted with the terrain. These parties were
to land from rubber boats from P.T. boats during the course

of a night bombardment by ships with aerial observation similar
to that used so successfully by Balek Cats in the Pacific. The
area was to be obscured by smoke from aerigl smoke bombs
dropped at last light and from burning forests., The funffire
was designed to cause the A/A gunners and watchers to seek
shelter and was only to be ghifted at the minute of landing

to a remote section ofthe area. The guns were to be digabled
by placing thermlt grensdes in the barrels., The raiding party
planned to escape in rubber boats to seaward to be picked up
after daylight, The plan did not reach fruition, however, as
the U.S. CVEs were not prepared for night operations. The
CeGe XIIth Air Force did not coneur in its feasibility and
regorted to ridicule in official correspondencedubbing it
"Operation Pantastic®, l

(r) Liaison and planning with the French Armese B was greatly

facilitated by Capitaine de Fregate Bataille who had recently
commanded the cruiser EMILE BERTIN in gunfire support of
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troops in Italy. His outstanding professionmsl ability, know-
ledge of military maneuver and his familiarity with the

defenses of Toulon were inestimable assistnaée to the Support
Force Comnander.
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Part II

Operations Sitka and Romeo

1, The establishment of the Special Service Force on the
Isles d'Hyerss to insure the reduction of the batteries on the
eastern end of the Isle du Levant @nd remove thet threat to the
transports prior to their srrival in Cavaliare Bay was named Oper-
ation Sitke. It wes later decided to land the First Groupe Con-
mandos d'Afrique on the mainland, thus. having French troops the
first to land on the soll of Southern France, to secure the left
flank of the landing in Cavaleire against attack from troops hur-
ried forward from Hyeres. This operation was nemed Romeo and was
incorporated under the Sitka command., Both operations comprised
two lendings at separated points. Sitka, on the Isle de Port Cros
nbout 650 men and the Isle du Levant about 1300; Romeo, consisted of
eraiding party of 75 men to take out the defenses of Cap Negre rnd
the landing of the mein body of troops about 750 men and two 57mnm
4/T guns at le Rayol, two and one half miles to the eastward. The
zero hour for the main assault in each operation was 0130 zone ninus
two time. In each, an advance party landed at Zero minus 60 to
merk the landings and prepare scesling equipment, in the czse of the
islands; and to take out the defenders on Cap Negre with the knife,
Secrecy and stealth in approach and landing were important factors.

2. | The Zero hour for the landings was the subject of long
discussions. There was slightly over six hours of total darkness
on the night of 14-15 August in lLatitude 42, The naval demands that
the foree be outside the circle of visibility of coast watchers as
it edvanced in the failing light and the Army demand for sufficient
time to insure their accomplishing their task before dawn revealed
their movements were difficult to reconcile, especially since dawn
also marked the arrival of the transports.

3. On 9 August 1944, the Naval Commander Western Task Force
placed into effect plens for the execution of operation DRAGOON. H-
hour was set for 0800, 15 August. :

L Upon receipt of this signal, vessels of Task Force 86
were undergolng training in ports as noted below:

CASTFLLABATE - PRINCE HENRY, PRINCE BAUDOUIN, ROPER, GREENE, TATTNALL,
- OSMOND INGRAM, BARRY.
AGROPOLI - PRINCE DAVID, PRINCESS BEATRIX, PRINCE ALBERT.
These: groups with CARMICK and THEMISTOCLES as escorts,
to sail at 1200, 11 August for PROPRL:NO,

- 13 -
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NAPLES - LUGUSTA, DIDO, SOMERS, GLEAVES,  LOOKOUT - to sail at
2100, 12 August for PROPRIANO.

MADD.,.LENA - Minesweeping Group - to depart on the 12th, arriving
at PROPRLANO on I? hugust. Leave PROPRI.NO 1330, li
“August to arrive Assault Area first light, 15 August.

BLSTIA - ARB Diversion Group - Arrive 9 August and install RCM
equipment. Depart for PROPRIANO on 13 August,

AJLCCIO .~ HALCKBERRY and PEFFERWOOD. HALCKBERRY to depart 12 Aug-
ust for PROFRIANO and depart from that port with Mine-
sweeping Group for assault area. PEPIERWOOD to depart
16 August with light indicator net and equipment for
assault area,

S5¢ - On 13 August, all vessels and troops assigned to Task
Force 86, less LORRAINE, PEPPERWOOD and PT Screening Group, were
present at Proprianoi THEMISTOCLES became a part of this Task
Force. Commander Tagsk Force 86 held a series of conferences and
final briefings aboard the AUGUSTA on 13 August for all units part-
- icipating in the SITKA4 assault phase,

6o Departing Propriano at 1130 of the following day, this
Task Force had an uneventful passage. Although its movements hed
been reported by enemy reconnaissance planes, no interference was
encountereds Rader stations in the vicinity of Toulon "beamed™ on
this group were effectively Jjammed by countermesasure units eboard
ships and shore stations on Corsica, in accordance with plan.

7 Weather conditions prevailing during approach were ideal
A cclm sea and winds of four to five knots from 200°T augured well
for debarkation operations, Temperature remained steady at 79°F.
Curiulus clouds at en altitude of about 8,000 feet interspersed a
sterry sky but permitted sufficient illumination to enable landing
craft to ildentify prominent land marks and landing areas,

8, Approach was made without incident. No sign of cneny
activity was noted as the Tesk Force, at 2156, reached point "CB"
approximately ten miles to the southeastward of LEVANT, Despite a
low ground nmist, the sherp outlines of LEVLINT and PORT CROS were
cleerly visible with the 2id of glasses to personnel aboard vessels.,
From point "CB"™ s hips of this force proceeded to assigned transport,
patrol and gunfire support areas. To the westward, PT boats main-
tained their patrols to protect the main group while to the north-
ward, the ARBs accompanied the ROMEO Group prepared to carry out
diversion plans should the enenmy be alerted.
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e Even as transports slowed and stopped in assigned un-
loading areas, boats were lowered over ship's sides., Fronm LSIs
were lowered the LCAs which had proved so practical for gquiet ap-
proaches, while APDs quietly dropped LCP(R)s to tow in the assault
waves.

10, To each beach or "scramble™ point to be approached was
assigned a Beach Marker and Security Party. Consisting of twenty- -
seven Army personnel and three Navy scouts, each trained group was
now ready to carry out its assigned task of preparing and marking
landing sites for main assault troops.

11, ICAs and the LCP(R)s assembled on PTs lying to with
idled engines in vicinity of unloading areas, At 2317, first waves
were headed toward shores Leading the advance units were PTs which
had been ordered to approach within 3,000 yards of preselected land-
ing sites, get definite fixes by radar and direct towing craft to
proper areas. Behind these "lead-in" craft, LCAs and LCP(R)s, tow-
ing small rubber boats conteining ten men each and having on board
scout units equipped with kayaks and electric surfboards, maintained
regular formetion.

12, During the approach, a westerly set of about one knot
was encbuntered. With the aid of radar and PPI equipment, PT boats
obtained excellent fixes during the run in toward the beach, Ap-
proach was made at a speed of slightly over four knots.,

13, Approaching within 3,000 yards, PTs stopped to permit
towing craft to come alongside, receive final bearings and courses
before proceeding inshore. With engines idled, PT boats remained
on designated stations to act as guides for incoming waves snd to
furnish light weapon gunfire support to landing forces if required.

14 Leading units of the Sitka ABLE and BAKZR advance waves
encountered minor difficulties in effecting landings on preselected
sites. Approaches were made to within 1,000 yards of the beach by
LCP(R)s at which point rubber boats were released and paddled ashore.
LCAs released their tows at approximately 750 yards from the landing
areas, Scouts aboard kayaks and electric surfboats preceded rubber
craft-toward land and after orientating themselves by means of land-
nmarks, "led-in" security parties by means of small portable lights,
Upon landing, advance assault troops secured defense positions over-
looking beaches and selected 2nd prepared suitable arsas for debarke
ation of inconiing troops of the main assault waves,

15, In the ROMEO theater, difficulty was encountered in

- 15 =
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effecting landings on designated sites as a result of westerly set
and a ground haze,

16. Upon approaching a point believed to be 750 yards from
the right extremity of RAYOL Beach, 258-C, an LCA of the ROMEO group
debarked a scout team, Lieut., JOHNSON and Major RENAUD on an elect-
ric surfboard. Approaching in the vicinity of Beach 258-B (1/A4 mile
tc the westward of RAYOL), the scouts landed to identify and to check
landw2rks then proceeded to the eastward to 258-C to "lead-in" fol-
lowing craft by blue signal light. The light was not picked up by
incoming boats with the result that the main party landed on Beach
258-B. Beach 258-C was under fire of small arms and mortar. This
wes avoided at the landing to the westward which did not come under
fire until later.

17. Two LCAs towing rubber boats loaded with 75 commandcs,
to whom had been assigned the task of capturing enemy defenses on
CAPE NEGRE prior to zero-hour, found themselves to the westward of
the Cape. Lieutenant J. F. BRIGDEN, RNVk, in ths leading LCA, turn-
ing sharply to starboard managed to maneuver around the point 1nd
effect landings on the rocks on the eastern side of CAPE NEGRE. at
the moment of making the sharp turn, LCAs were illuminated and firea
upone The second craft, unable to maneuver was forced on the rocks
under a hail of bullets. With exemplary discipline fire was with-
held. landing was sudcessfully made on POINT LAYET. by half the
party where the commandos scaled the cliffs and carried out the plan.
Joining their group on CAPE NEGRE. As a résult of striking subnerge:
rocks on LAYET the LCA was damaged. Two members of its crew jumped
into the water and after great effort managed to refloat it. While
Still under enemy fire, the boat cleared the area but Acting ILead-
ing Seaman Edward SMITH, Official Number C/JX 176875C0 did not re-
turn aboard. ILast seen in the water he was heard to shout, "Carry
on, I can swim." This was the only casualty suffered by boaiz! cre
in landings in operation SITKA.

18, Landings of main assault troops of the SITKA Force en-
counted slight delays. Occasicned by the over loeding of the OSHOND
INGRAM, one of whose LCP(R)s towed 13 rubber boats, and some delay
in display of signal lights ashore, troops were five to twenty-five
minutes late. :

19. Some random small arms firing ashore was noted during
the approach but no gunfire was directed against troops while water-
bornes . '

20. Taken completely by surprise, enemy trozps on LEVANT

.-16-.
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later revealed that they had no indicetion of landings being effect-
3d. On PORT CROS, prisoners of war stated that the rubber boats
lere noted approaching the island but before guns located in the
vicinity of PORT MAN could be brought to bear, craft had disappear-
ed from view under cover of overhanging ledges; a féw minutes later,
these defending troops were surrounded and captured. ’

21y " Except in the case of ROMEQ Units, all troops managed to
land on designated beaches. Frentch Commandos, as did scouts previous-
ly, effected landings on Beach 258-B and upon realizing their mistske
took advantage of the lack of enemy opposition and promptly worked
their way inland. -

224 LCMs loaded with equipment and supplies for the islands
arrived off unloading areas an hour and a half after zero-hour, On
PORT CROS and LEVANT land mines eand small enemy pockets of resist-
ance which endangered landings of these craft were effectively neu-
tralized and vessels were later unloaded without casualty. Red
beach over which supplies were being landed was a rocky ledge where
LCV(R)s hed difficulty in maneuvering, Supplies were shifted in
some instances to LCA to facilitate hendling.

234 The four 1CMs designated to ROMEQO Forces made the same
mistake as all former units of that group and landed on Beach 258-B,
By the time these craft reached shore; all main assault units had
departed from the beach:s Unloading proceeded smoothly until three
boats had been emptied., French Army officers, after surveying the
terrain; apparently considered it impracticable to make an effective
exit from this beachs As a result, almost all équipment, including
bicycles, jeeps and guns, was reloaded aboard LCMs. ILieutenagt W.
-SNELLE; RNVR, ih charge of this boat wave, had no interpreter to
obtain details other than that Army leaders wanted the equipment
lended on RAYOL Beach. At about this time, LCMs were taken undcr
heavy mortar fire by enemy batteries in the vicinity of RAYOL. Licut
enagt SNELLE returned his loaded LCMs to parent vessels in the tranc-
port area, : ‘

2hLs - Transports of the Sitka BAKFR Group maneuvered from
unloading areas enroute to designated retirement rendezvous at about
O435. TFive minutes later a salvo fired by the SOMERS in patrol
area three broke the stillness of the night. Breaking radio silence
immediately, the SOMERS reported that she had two unidentified ves-
sels on her radar approaching the SITKA Force and had taken them
under fire, .

23. Approaching from the vicinity of MARSEILLES, the two
hostile craft, subsequently identified as the German Corvettes SG

« Y7 ..
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21 (SCHNELL GELEIT) and COMOCIO, were at 0329 noted to be on an
easterly course which would carry them to the southward of the
THEMISTOCLES in patrol area four. Closing the strangers, the SOMERS
challenged with searchlight., Failing to receive a reply, she open-
ed fire by radar without illumination.

26, The SOMERS' first salvo was directed at the COMOCIO
which turned to northerly coursse, That some of the shots found thei-
target is not doubted as the vessel immediately slowed speed, Having
reached a disadvantageous position, the SOMERS reversed course and
closed the second vessel which proved to be the larger of the two,
This ship, the SG 21 (SCHNELL GELEIT) was on & northerly course and
approximetely 5,000 yards distant and making heavy black smoke. Men-
euvering radically, this second target attempted to escape but SOMER:
at 25 knots closed and at 2,890 yards fired a full broadside, A few
seconds later the SCHNELL GELEIT burst into flames which spread rap-
idly with detonations from stem to stern, :

27 e Departing from unloading areas to seaward, the TATTNALL
and PRINCE BAUDOUIN were unable to rendezvous in designated rendez-
vous due to illumination throughout the vieinity resulting from the
burning craft., These vessels steamed to the southwest and remained
there until after daylight. '

28, At 0520, the SOMERS, returned to and opened fire on the
first ship. The first salvo, at a range of less than 3,000 yards,
"struck the COMOCIO and stopped her dead in the water and killed the

crews of the 4.5 bow guns and 50mm, A few bursts of 20mm guns on
the damaged vessel was the only return fire. The crew abandoned the
ship. A boarding party from SOMERS removed books and papers includ-
ing charts of minsflields and communication documents. A few minute:
after the departure of the hoarding party, the COMOCIO sank at 0703.

29. Boats from transports and PTs searched the area, A
tYotal of 99 prisoners were picked up from the two enemy vessels,
twelve (12) of which were casualties., Most of the injured were suf-
fering from burns. They were subsequently put aboard 1SIs for fur-
ther transfer to CORSICA, _

30. First waves of bombers appeared over prearranged targets
at 0610. The aserial bombardment, by heavy, medium and dive bombers,
continued until 0730, in accordance with plan, No enemy air opposi-
tion was noted. 1In the SITKA area, bombing was carried out only
against Cape BENAT due to presence of troops ashore. The Commandos
reported, however, being bombed to eastward of Cape NEGRE,

31, At 0450, a report was received from Colonel WALKER, U.Ss
a8 - | .
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iArny, Commanding the First Special Service Force, that the eneny
battery on the northeastern tip of LEVANT hed been captured.

32. ILCMs of the ROMEO Group returned to their respective par-
ent ships fully loaded just prior to 0700. After conferences with
Cormand er Task Force 86, Lieutenant Commender AKERMAN, R.N., was
ordered to unload these craft on ALPHA beaches,

33 °© After considerable efforts to make contact with troops
of the ROMEQ Force, cormmunications were established between shore
fire-control parties and the DIDO, using British sets. 22 and 58: At
0655, that force encountered stiffening enemy opposition in the vic-
inity of CAVALIERE (coordinates 330030)s At the same time, it was
reported that little fighting was taking place and operations were
well ahead of schedule, ,

3hLe To clear enemy resistance and break up a concentrated
attack on the Cormandos the DIDO fired the first salvos against ene~
my troops to the westward of that area, resulting in the capture of
50 of the eneny. AUGUSTA and DIDO supported the French Commandos
attack at about 1130,

35 At 0830, the PRINCESS BEATRIX, PRINCE DAVID, PRINCE
BAUDOUIN, PRINCE 4LLBERT, ROPER BARRY, GREENE and OSMOND INGRAM sail-
ed for Ajacclio to deliver prisoners, casualties and pick up gar-
rison troops. The APDs returned to the assault area on 17th with
garrison troops for the islands of PORT CROS, LEVANT and PORQUEROL-
LES, The last nemed were landed at Red Beach ALTHA pending capture
of the island.

36. Minesweepers which had arrived in the SITKL Area at
first light were ordered to sweep area ABLE for the security of
transports in Cavalaire Bay,

37+ An early report was received from the Commander Special
Service Forces on Isle de LEVANT of the reduction of the battery on
the eastern end cf the island which was passed to Army and Navy cor-
mands and to CTF 84,  later Colonel WALKER reported the reduction
of the island with the recommendation that it be evacuated and not
garrisoned., This was undoubtedly the rcsult of chagrin at having
found the eastern battery to be dummy ond the lack of organized
resistence as the troops moved to the western end of the island,
They had, however, passed unnoticed in the early morning light a
strong point mined in and occupied by about fifty of the enemy with
two '88mm mortars and five machine guns, When the enemy opened fire
casualties were sustained and reported with request for medical eid
in the transports. PRINCE HENRY had departed with a full sick bay

- 19 -
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end TATTNALL, the one APD remaining, had transferred her medical
team to the island., After the transmission of these messages no
further contact could be made with the commanding officer to clarify
the situation, This resulted in the despatch by the Commanding
General 7th Army of an officer toc land for more complete details,

He reported on the Flagship at sundown accompanied by Secretary of
the Navy, FORRESTALL and party. They were landed on Yellow beach
at last light and returned about 2200. Report of the fall of the
strong point .at 2230 was received later in the night. '

38, The Secretary'!s mrty remained for the night on the
Flagship which cruised in the vicinity of LEVANT screened by PLUN-
KETT and GLEAVES. SOMERS remained in support of the troops on PORT
CROSs DIDO screened by LOOKOUT cruised at sea, , '

39. The troops on LEVANT were evacuated on the 16th with
about four hundred prisoners to the mainland. Garrison troops came
forward and were landed on the 17th. Those destined for PORT CROS
ﬁﬁNwhich a pocket of resistance still existed, were landed at 'PORT

L0, Resistance was encountered on PORT CROS shortly after
landing had been effected. In the course of the day this centered
in & pocket at 302869, an old Chateau Fort of heevy masonry which
resisted 5" and 8" fire and two bombing runs. The RAMILLIES was
borrowed from CTF 84 on the 17th. Twelve well placed rounds of 15"
HE and the white flag went up., Approximately 100 prisoners were
taken on the island, '

L1, The reduction of PORT CROS permitted the landing of the
GCI on the ILST 32in Ansedde PORT CROS.and its erection onm the west-
ern end of the island, This completed the task assigned in the
SITK4 Operation, :

- 20 -
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Part III

Post 4Lssault Period. Naval iAttack on the Defenses of Toulon and
Marseille and support of the 4llied Armies 1n South France advancing
on Toulon and Marseille and the Italian Border,

1, The directive for the Post Assault phase was very brilef,
‘mAftor the initial assault phase support the western advance of the
army as directed by NCWTF. Valuable ships and limjted gunfire avail-
able are to be employed only against targets of due importance. (2)
Sweep areas as necessary for the support of the western advance and
the clearance of Hyeres Roads." x

2 The Oplan 5«44, Flare One, set up prior to the operation
provided, "This force with ships and craft made avallable by NCWTF
will engage in bombardment to repel enemy counter attacks, will bomb-
ard important targets in support of advancing troops and will, in
conjunction with air forces and ermy forces in amphibious assault re-
duce island and coast defenses 2nd will destroy enenmy shipping in
attack or attenpted flight in advance of the fllied 4rmies. (2)
Minesweeping operations will be conducted in the Rade Hyeres as nec-
essary for the free movement of fire support ships. Ships and eraft
not immedlately required in the. assault area will be held in re-
serve."

3 Task Force Commanders 84, 85 and 87 having encountered
less opposition to the lendings of the main force than anticipated
began releasing their gunfire support ships on D plus one, the 16th.
By evening of the 17th all had been released and had reported to
the Cormander Support Force, ALllocations of ships-to the several
Task Groups set up in the Supnhort Force 0plan 5-4L, Flare One, had
been made by despateh and the Oplan placéd in effect as of 172000B,

Le Composition of Forces.

86.2 (Left Flank Support Group) Rear Admiral Davidscn, USN,
AUGUSTA (F) :
PHILADEL HIA (4 VOS)

LOKRAINE

GEORGES LEYGUES (F) (Deputy - Contra Amiral Jaujard FN).
MONTCALIM

GLOIRE

LE MALIN

MC COOK

SOMERS '

PLUNKETT

Plus 2 nore DDs.,
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86.3 (Assault Group) Rear Admiral Chandler, USN,
OMALHA (F)
TATTNALL

86.4 (Center Support Group) Rear Admiral Chandler, USN,
OMaHA (F)
*MARBLEHEAD
*CINCINNATI
QUINCY
EBERLE
MADISON

86.5 (Right Flank Support Group) Rear Admiral Deyo, USN,
TUSCLLOOSA (F)
BROOKLYN (4 VOS)
EMILE BERTIN (F) (Deputy - Contra Amiral ALuboyneau, FN).
DUGUAY TROUIN
LE TERRIBLE
LE FANTASQUE
BOYLE
CHAMPLIN
WOOLSEY
EDISON

86,6 (Security Group) Captain Maynard, USN. (HACKBERRY)
M/S Flotilla 5 (LALRNE) SO
HACKBERRY
#PEPTERVWOOD
#Net .Unit

86.7 (Battleship Group) Rear Admiral Bryant, USN
*PEXAS
*LRKANSAS
- #NEVLDA
RAMILLES

NOTE: * Reserve
# Forward Reserve

5 A brief estimate which dictated the distribution of
forces -showed little probability of counterattacks on the beach-
head, a probable rapid advance to the westward with requirement for
gunfire support, the possibility of an amphibious landing on PORQ-~
UEROLLES and/or Giensy and the probability of need for some sup-
porting fire by cruisers and destroyers on the right flank with
emphasis on security from small boat reids on both flanks, It was. '’
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decided to advance the sweeping of Rude Hyeres and provide support
for the sweepers, and commence immediately a naval effort to reduce
PORQUERCLLES in view of the doubtful feasibility of taking it by
arphibious assault and to push the evacuation of the troops from
PORT CROS in event they should scon be required on PORQUEROLLES.

6o The plan for the reduction of rORQUEROLLES provided for
a prelinminary bombardment by AUGUSTA and EMILE BERTIN followed by
a denand for surrender delivered by >T 215 bearing a white flag.
This was carried out by a party under the command of lieutenant Com-
mander GRAHAM, AUGUSTA, Lt. Colonel BLXTER and Comnmander BATAILLE
at 1330 on the 18th, Batterles on Giens tock the PT under heavy
fire and forced its retirement when within 2 miles of the port with-
out receiving fire from TORQUEROLLES. Giens appeared to be as
inportant a thorn as PORQUEROLLES and more difficult to remove,..

7 Minesweeping was cormenced according to plan during the
assault phase, With the capture of the chart showing enemy nmine
free waters the Commander M/S Flotilla 5 in conference on board on
the 17th was impressed with the importance of undertaking an entry
channel into Rade Hyeres as soon as possible, and of extending the
German channel to provide & secure area for the fire support ships,
Unfortunately these orders were amended by COMESWES when swcepers
encountered mines and damaged gear in an effort to enlarge the en-
trance through the sunken French net, resulting in the firesupport
eruisers having to refuse targets on the 19th due to the rapid ad-
vance of the troops: The FANTASQUE was the first ship to enter
being swept in Rade Hyeres on the 20th, While delivering support-
ing fire she received a hit on the center torpedo tube by a 138mm
shell resulting in casualties with one man seriously hurt., Sweep-
ing continued with the sweepers under fire from the batteries sur-
rounding the Rade, Batteries were difficult to locate notwithstand-
ing crulser planes from first QUINCY and then PHIILADELTCHIA were
detailed to asgist those ships in support of the sweepers. While.
80 engaged ons plane from PHILADELIHIA with pilot and observer were
shot down over Glens, : ‘

8e The French Army B had oa the 19th ¢ommenced its advance
on Toulon by passing through the Sixth Corps and was moving to the
northward against light opposition but impeded by demolitions., The
beachhead extended beyond Cap BINAT so the sweepers were able to
work in the Rade without having to look behind them, The defensss .
of MANDRIFR were an unknown quantity. Reports stated that the tur-
rets K-20 and K-21 were both in active commission, other stated the
guns to be dummies, 1Intellizence reported the battleship STRASBURG
alengside the fuel docks at MANDRIER to be prepared to assist in
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the defense of Toulon with one triple gun turret in commission and

a 6" cruiser moored alongside with six guns actives If this were
true it was high time to do some new planning, To invegtigate the
strength of the defenses it wes decided to meke a reconnaissance in
force on the 19th of August,  This involved the firing of the
NEViDA, AUGUSTA and LORRAINE, screened by GLEAVES, EBERLE, KEARNY
and McCOOK with OMAHA and QUINCY keeping PORQUEROLLES and Giens
under surveillance. The plan was carried out AUGUSTA firing at 1609
on K-20 and observation post, NEVADA at 1617 on the STRASBOURG and
LORRAINE on K-20 and K-21 at 1630. The LORRAINE lacking modern
firecontrol equipment must needs pass through the smoke screen to
fire as she required visible point of aim in train. BEach ship fired
about fifteen ninutes, No retaliatory fire was observed by ships

or spotting planes., This was puzzling but not for long. On the
20th the 340mm turrets ceme to life as did the medium batteries,
X-20 and/or K-21 shortly to become known as "Big Willie" dropped
shells around the BERTIN and PHILADELFHIA off PORQUEROLLES where
the bombardment of that island stronghold was continuing while wait-
ing for the Army to cut off Giens.

Fe D plus five, Augyst 20th proved to be a busy day, The
Arnmy had completed plans for the advance on Toulon to commence st
0800, Fire support ships were asked to be in position at 0530, The
support plan provided for three cruisers to support the advance on
Hyeres from the Rade Hyeres or Rade Bormes if the sweeping had not
progressed sufficiently; PHILADELDHIA supporting sweepers fronm the
south of POKQUEROLLES and with LE MALIN keeping that island and
Giens under surveillance; MONTCALM, GEORGES LEYGUES and LORRAINE
stationed south of Grande Fasse with air spotting and AUGUSTA with
EMILE BERTIN in the same area on call; QUINCY and LOOKOUT South of
Cep Blele and OMAHA, NEVADA, KEARNY and McCOOK South of Cape Alon,
eadh of last named heving a spotting mission continuously to engage
targets of opportunity. Up to this time the movement of troops and
shifting of liaison officers to the French Army had left a rather
confusing situation with everyone asking questions for which there
appeared few satisfactory answers;

10, All of the British crulsers had been retired to reserve
through & misunderstanding. Upor receiving word that CinCMed de-
gired a token force of one cruiser to be employed the DIDO was re-
quested to return and the DUGUAY TRQUIN to come forward. The latter
had been retired with the EMILE BERTIN by 86.5 as unnecessary on
the right flank. The EMILE BERTIN had been called on the 19th to
provide for long range fire to overecome the failure of the sweeping
in Rade Hyeres, DIDO and the TROUIN were not yet fueled at Prop-
riano so Adniral MANSFIELD ordered BLACK PRINCE and AURORA4A forward.
As the DUGUAY TROUIN sailed as soon as ready the BLACK TRINCE was
released on the 21st, The late arrival of BLaCK PRINCE apéd AURORA
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leftonly LE FiNTASQUE to enter Rade Hyeres where she received a hit,
GEORGES LEYGUES received two hits by mediunm callbre shells. One
hit was made on the 40mm mount causing 11 casualties, one of whon
later died, and fire and detonations of amnunition. The second hit
carried away an antenna brace. M/L 562 sweeping the kade Hyeres
was holed by a § inch shell without casualty.

1ll. The fire on the 20th against the French cruilsers and
LORRAINE under Aniral JAUJ.LRD was heavy and accurate, GLELVES and
EBERLE distinguished themselves by interposing with smoke as did
LE MALIN for the PHIIADEL:HIA and ERICSSON for the AURORA. In fact,
all the destroyers carried on gallantly throughout the operation,
Denied by the long range of the shore batteries, an opportunity to
retaliate with counter fire they had the uneviable task of having to
becone the target in order to screen their larger companion. The
eneny headquarters in the Golf Hotel near Hyeres was demolished by
LUGUSTA, PHILADELPHIA and later BLACK PRINCE who arrived about noon
also fired on this target. Aerial bombing of Mandrier was observed.
The flak was heuvy and each nission lost one or two planes, K-20
and K-21 were reported to have received direct bomb hits but better
evidence was had when they opened up on AURORA and MiDISON at 1600,
range 28,000 yds.

12. On the 21st disposition of supporting ships was little
changed. Porquerolles still held out despite a brisk fire burning
in the wonded section of the $sland., Giens was still in enemy hands
and firing on the ships when opportunity afforded. Hyeres was hold-
ing out with the troops passing to the north of it, Troops were
reported in sections of Toulon so fire on targets of opportunity was
linited to batteries seen to be-actively engaging our troops or .
ships. "Big Willie" became active at 1040 firing into the area sout.
of Porquerolles,

13. At 1450 EBERLE noted a small group of men on the south-
west point of Porquerolles displeying a white flag. A4n officer sent
in to investigate reported that a number of Armenians in the German
service desired to surrender having deserted thelr German comrads
of whonn there were sbout 150 in a fortification near the village,
Other intelligence gleaned through interpreters on the Support Conm-
mander's staff led to the taking of fifty seven prisoners by the
EBERLE and the destruction of twe or three small boats in the har-
bor on the north side of the island by her gun fire observed by a
PHIL.DELYHIA plane., These boats were to be used by the Germans to
escape to the mainland that night according to the POW, At the
same time a submarine was expected to take off the Germapn Cormander,
However, a PT boat patrol off the Petite Passe failed to observe
subrniarine or novement across the Passe,
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1L, 48 there appeared to be dissention in the camp 1t seemed
to be a good time to try another Flag of Truce. Rear Admiral CHAN-
DLER, CTG 86.3 Assault Group was assigned the task, It appeared
impracticable to load the Senegelese troops on the mainland and
transport them in time so it was decided to have HACKBERRY and TAT-
TNELL transfer a portion of the garrison on ILEVLNT to PORQUEROLLES
-and remove the prisoners, Lieut-Commander FRIEBURG of the OMAHA
commended the flag of truce party which landed firon PT 556 at 1220
onh thd 22nd "withcut Ap-oosition, demanded end received the surrender
of 158 Germans, the commander of whom reported that about one hund-
red armenians still roamed the island out of hand, probably not
knowing that EBERLE had &lready taken off over half and was at the
noment taking fourteen more from the south side of the $$land, HACK-
BERRY, TATINALL and the landing craft were fired on by Giens during
the transfer of 190 garrison troops from ship to shore. The battery
was silenced by OMAHA.,

15. Mandrier had been particularly active during the 22nd
registering near misses on any ship of the Support that exposed her-
self, - AUGUSTA was followed by splashes in the evening to & range
of 39,000 yards. LORRAINE, AURORA and the French cruisers had taken.
the several batteries on the peninsula under fire day after day
without apparent damage to the turrets., On the 23rd the pilot that
spotted for NEVADA bombardment of K-20 and X-21 stated that first
one and then the other of the turrets fired and that at the end of
the shoot only K-21 was active. It is probable that NEVADA damaged
K-=20. In most instances single shots were fired but on occasion
two splashes occurred simultaneously. On the evening of the 22nd
it was decided to make the attempt to destroy the guns by a raiding
party headed by Cepitaine de Fregate SERRIOT of the Groupe d'Assaut
stationed at Calvi. NCWTF was requested to have the party for five
brought forward by PT boat., Despatch was sent to SERRIOT, the 7th
Lrmy was apprised of intentions; XII Tactical Air Force was request-
ed to bomb at last light with fire and smoke and MACAF asked to
produce a night fighter to observe and control. The date set for
the raid was the night of the 23rd. The plan was approved by NCWTF,
SERRIOT mede ready but received despatch at such late hour that de-
lay of one day was requested, XIIth Tactical Air Force replied,
however, that the 7th Army did not agree to Mandrier being bombed
and requested that no further bombing take place and that raid be
called off and If it were scheduled for the twenty-third bombing
could not be scheduled. The despatch was timed at 1025B.

16, On the 23rd NEVADA was stationed to fire on Mandrier,
QUINCY on targets to the westward of Sicie which the troops were
now attacking from the north as the Sixth Corps c¢losed in on MAR-
SEILLE. PHILADELPHIA still kept Giens under surveillance to protect
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the sweepers who were urged to clear an area further to the west in
order to shorten the range to targets being called for in the Toulon
arca, Fire was being called for in the Toulon area and on Mandrier
by SFCPs so it was difficult to understand the iLrmy's prohibition
against bombing of Mandrier. Flek was still hecvy though the naval
gunfire had nade an appreciable impression on that thrown at the
spotting planes. A white flag had been observed for a few minutes
over a battery on Giens on the 22nd by a PHIL.DELPHIA plane., The
Assault Group was ordered to bombard at 0730 for a half hour and
then present an ultimatum as had been dene at Porquerolles and if
accepted to land garrison troops from LEVANT, if refused to resume
borbardment with assistance of PHILADELPHIA. At 0800 a white flag
was again observed on Giens. Troops were brought forward. Lieut-
Conmaander FRIEBURG landed under & flag of truce but found the bat-
tery positions vacated and 21l troops withdrawn., This left only
Mandrier of the island defenses of Toulon still in enemy hends with
both turrets $till reported active and "No Bomb" order out, It ap-
peared that the Navy would have to do the job, as to reduce the
peninsula by direct assault would be unduly costly.

17. The westward advance of the Army was so rapid that Toulo:
and Marsellle were placed uner seige practically simultaneously on
the 23rd, This called for a division of support forces with ships
spread over a front of over eighty miles on the left flank., it this
time it was learned that French Patriots ccntrolled area Chateauneuf-
LaMede-Martiques - Port de Bouc-Fos. Higher authority decided to
open Port de Bouc and assigned to CTF 86. "Beginning at first light
2l, August undertake sweeping operations to open Golfe de Fos and
Port de Bouc approach from sector 190 degrees - 220 degrees from
Port de Bouc light., Support sweepers as required by smoke ané¢ gui-
fire, Take measures to cope with shallow water mine fields off
entrance to Port de Bouc and silence coastal batteries threatening
our forces which became an additional task."

18\ In order to carry out the directive it was apparent
that the defenses of Marseille on the island of Iommegue and Rat-
onneau would have to be neutralized as would those on Cap Croisette,
To reach the island batteries the mine fields southward had to be
cleared with the sweepers working under the guns of Croisette. This
plan for sweeping en area Mars south of Marseille had been set up
and started on the 23rd in anticipation of calls for support from
troops approaching Merseille. Additional sweepers were assizned
and the sweeping of the channel to Gulf de Fos started on time sup-
ported by Madison, NEV.DA on the 24th bombarded the fortifications
on Ratonneau and Pomegues, bombardment of Mandrier having been pro-
hibited by 7th Army cormmand, Ban was lifted on the evening of the
24th after NEVLDA had expended all but fifty rounds with ever in-
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'creasing dispersions Salled NEVADA to Alglers to replenish from
TEX..S and MOUNT BAKER., Called up RAMILLIES.

19. Capitaine de Fregat BATAILLE was sent in to Gulf de Fos
in PT 555 to approach Port de Bouc and determine the situation to
lend if practicable and a safe channel eould be indicated by a
fisherman or pilot, The boat entered the channel being swept and
under fire of shore batteries in the vicinity of Carry dashed for
ports The PT entered safely. Copitaine BATAILLE and Lieut. WALKER
coripleted thelr inspection nnd sailed, Directed by fishermen in
what was thought to be a safe channel the boat picked up a snag
line mine blasting the stern off and killing four men oh the after
LOrm nount, An account of the trip is appended marked, "Appendix
I". .

20, Vice Admiral HEVITT called with his Planning Officer
during a bombardment of the batteries of Cap Croisette and the
Frioule Islands, The sweepers in area Mars encountered nany mnines
and cane under fire of shore batteries on the 25th.

21, At the other end of the fire support area off Porquerol-
les which was now being used as a shelter from cobservation from
Mendriler, LORRAINE and AURORA were carrying out a bombardment of
Mandrier when about 1500, LORRAINE got a direct hit on the east
turret, K-21. LORRAINE ceased fire and withdrew, AURORA who, act=-
ing as spot receiver for the LORRAINE, realized the significance
of the situation immediately informed the Support Force Commander
and requested authority to continue the pressure by advancing the
intense bombardment planned to be carried out between 1800 and 1900,
This was grented and Commanding Officer, AURORA made deputy Task
Force Comnander for the operation as it was considered that with the
overloaded eondition existing a despatch would fail to get through
to imiral Jaujard in Rade Hyeres in time to be of valuey RAMILLIES
and SIRIUS reported for duty about the same time as AURORAS mes-
sage was received. RALMILLIES was directed by plein language to
stean westward at high speed contact AURORA for briefing theh take
station SE of Cape Sicie to enter into the bombardment with plane
spot, SIRIUS was to Jjoin AUROR. who was to assemble as many ships
as possible, Acting with promptness and decision AURORA assembled
the MONTCALM, FANTASQUE, LCRRAINE and KENDRICK and led them in close
range attack against the batteries »f Saint Mandrier deluging the
. area with fire. Due to lack of visibility RAMILLIES was uanble to
fire from her assigned position., GLOIRE fired from inside the mine-
fields of Rade Hyeres. It is considered thaet this day marked the
decline of Saint Mandrier as a serious threat to the Support Force,
On the following day, the 26th, MONTCALM, LORRAINE and GLOIRE, FAN-
TASQUE with three US destroyers again bombarded from ranges as low
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as 10,000 meterss .This bombardment was followed by a demand by

Army for surrender, After some considerable negotiations and withe

out further activity on the 27th Mandrier surrendered on the 28th,

~=20s last shot had been a close miss on the LORRAINE on the 26th,

224 Prisoners, fugitives from Saint Mandrier batteries taken
‘rom & small boat by KENDRICK on the 27 stated that 1life on the
‘ortress was possible by remaining in the tunnels but that navel gun-
ire had so reduced the gun positions and killed so many of the de-
fenders that morale was very low.

23 On the Marseille front it was possible to open Port de
Bouc on the 26th, Additional minesweeping paralelling the coast to
the eastward was carried out for fire support purposes but was not
used except by the SOMERS in support of the sweepers,

2L, It being urgently necessary to open Marseille as soon as
possible it was decided to sweep a channel from area Mars into
Marseille Bay forcing as far as ‘possible with the heavy guns of the
AUGUSTA supporting the sweepers, MADISON also was in support. The
Germaen General at Marseille had agreed to surrender at 1300 the 28th
but could not guarantee the action of the island defenses. As the
sweepers approached Rattoneau & small boct with white flag aporoach-
ed and offered to surrender the defenses and garrison of Isle 4‘'If.
Terms were unconditional, he wes told, and the capitulation of Pom-
egues and Rattoneau must be incltded. He retired stating that a
signal would be made the following morning, the 29th,

25, Captain ANSEL of the PHILADELPHIA supported by the Mare
ine detachments from PHILADELPHTA and AUGUSTA landed on the 29th
and took 890 prisoners making a total of about 1200 taken by the
Support Force without assistance from _groudd troops.

- 26, This closes the narrative of the more outstanding events
of the naval attack on the sea defenses of Toulon and Marseille
heretofore considered impregnable to assault from seaward, The
events of the support of the Allied Armies on the right flank in th-
vicinity of Nice and Cannes conducted by Commander Right Flank Sup-
»ort Group, CTG 86.5, Rear Admiral DEYO are not discussed hers as
they are fully covered in his excellent report, references (h), (i)
and (j)e The narrative of the support of the right flank from 18

August to 25 September near the France-Italian frontier is covered
in Appendix 4,

A\
S—— /

AL Gt fio
L. A, DAVIDSON
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1 September 1944

MEMORANDUM TO REAR ADMIRAL DAVIDSON, U.S.N.

Subject: Mission to Port de Bouc aboard PT~555.

Pursuant to your verbal orders of 24 sugust 1944, I accom~
benied Capitaine de Fregate Bataille, French Navy, on a mission
to Port de Bouc on the PT-555 to determine whether the port
was actually in the hands of the FFI as reported, and if so, to
what extent it could be used. We departed from alongside the
USS AUGUSTA at approximately 1300.

We proceeded westward past Marseilles and then northwards
towards the Gulf de Fos through a north-south channel in the
process of being cleared of enemy mines by a large sweeping
force, Near the end of this channel we came close aboard a
U.S. destroyer who notified us that coastal batteriés to' the
eastward had straddled ships coming near the entrance of the
Gulf de Fos. It is believed that the batteries were those in
the Niolen or Cape Mejean area.

The other officers aboard the PT-555 were Lieutenant Stanley
Livingston, Division Commander, Ensign Howard Boyce, Commanding
Offieer and Ensign Sterns, Executive Officer. .

It was decided that we could enter the Gulf de Fos despite
fire from enemy coastal batteries since we presented such a
small target at long range. e entered the bay cautiosly and
proceeded close to the port without drawing enery fire., De-
spite a two-men mine watch, we passed over a shallow mine
which just el&ered the botton of the boat.

The french flag could be seen flying in more than a dozen
pPlaces as we neared the port, demolished by the enemy when they
left. A pilot and fisherman opened the boom and allowed us
to enter the harbor. We were welcomed by cheering crowds waving
french flags. :

At Port de Bouc Cepitaine Bataille and myself got the neces-
sary information regarding the condition and usefulness of tho
port from the local authorities which included Lieutenant ‘
Granry, Freneh Navy, in civilian clothes, who had parachuted
in this erea some weeks before. Through his efforts, much of
the enemy attempts to make the port uselass were countered, 'Vie
leerned that the last of the Germans had left the town on 21
August.
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After about a half hour ashore, gathering the above in-
fornation, we got underway to return to the AUGUSTA. Shortly
after clearing the harbor entrance the Commanding Officer celled
all hends to general-quarters, set a two-men mine watch at
the bow and began steaning at 1500 RPM, about 29 knots. A few
ninutes later (about 1715) a terrific blast exploded beneath
our stern, carrying away the L0 nm gun end gun crew and almost
everything up to the forward bulkhead of” the engine-roon.
Enough frame-work remained to hold the engines, now submerged.
The four torpedoes were immediately jettisoned and we anchored
with two enchors from separate lines.

A rubber life-boat was then lowered as was a lifs-raft to
search for the missing men. Four men were riissing., One man
with a' broken leg, an uninjured man and a body were brough
back aboard after a thorough search by those ih the life-raft.
Due to the strong current the life-rafte were not only unable
to meke headgay towards the ship 'but were drifting  away.
Lieutenant Livingston, an expert swinmer, swam over to the
rubber raft, s distence of over 300 yards, with the bitter end
of a line to which we added all the spare line, electric cable,
halyards, etec. available to makée it reach. The line wes kept
huoyed by floatable material such as "Mae Wests" and regular .
life jackets at verying intervals. This made possible the re-
turn of the above mentioned men.

A french pilot boat and an open fishing boat stood out
fron Port de Bouc, rescuing the other searcher in the reguler
life-raft, thence coming along51de.

During this time we were constantly covered by a large
number of fighter planes who had been attracted to us by the
explosion., 4 nevy spotting plgne flew very close to us but
was unable to rcad our light. A navy plane from the USS PHILA-
DELPHIA landed and came close aboard to get our message con=-
cerning Port de Bouc for relay to CTF 86,

It was decided that I should attempt to make Port de Bouc
aiding an interpreter for the injured man who meeded medical
attention., e left with the Pharmacist's Mate and the body in
the open boat. When we had gone scarcely 100 yards from the
PT, & vioclent explosion lifted the boet in the air and threw
us all herdlong under wster., The time was about 1805, An
instent before the explosion I saw a greenish line with green
floats spaced ahout every foot get . tangled in our screw astern,
- I carme up under the boat which scemed to be coming down on re
cnd quickly freed my foot which gbt caught somewhere for an in-
stent. The water was black in spots from the residue of the
charge ss I shot up nearer the surface.
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48 I gathered my sencses I realized that everyone seemed to
be all right and accounted for: The body disappeared never to
be seen again and the injured man was placed on the bottom of
the overturned bost where he appceréd to be comforteble. The
Pheranacist's Mate who was about sixty feet away from me called
for help as he couldn't swim. I swam to him and reassured him
he was doing fine, but got ducked under a few times in attempt-
ing to help him. Fortunctely, an inflated "Mae Wegt" floated
by and then en empty ten gdllon. cen, all of which helped calm
him and keep him afloat.”” AS a matt r of fact, the situation
seemed so good at this poiht that I decided not to teke off ny
pistol znd belt. We began drifting rapidly from the others,
clinging to the boat, but the pilot boat came to our resoue,
picking us up first ind then those in the overturned fishprmqn.
The injured nen was.wput aboard without further harm and the
boat up-ended ond sank as the last man left go.

Right after the explosion the PHILADELPHIA plane tock off
before receiving our nesgsage, I learned later with regret, as
we were nost anxious to complete the mission by getting the
word through.

¢ had two narrow escapes getting back to the PT - coming
very close to gimilar lines and floats as I.had seen before,
I requested the pilot, Ensign Moneglia, french navy, also in
civilian clothes, to go between two sets of lines rather than
back down and turp around ag the najority seemed to wish., It
proved to be the safe way between two mnihes whose floats we
could actuelly sec.

Another fishing boat with Lieutenant Granry sboard cerne
out and tied slongside. Lieutenant L1v1nguton and Ens1gn
Boyce atternpted for a long tine to get word to a US cruiser
which was with the sweeping group cut in the swept channel, but
our portable light was not strong enough and attempts with a
nirror received only spasmotic dashes, but nho Roger.

We continued to jettison topside weights as the stern of
the remainder of the boat sank lower. Eventually, two twin
50 cal. machine guns and the 20 mm gun and anmunition together
with other top-side weights were jettisoned. One twin 50 csal,
machine gun =nd some ammunition wes not jettisoned at the re-
quest of thse Commandlng Officer in order to have somethlng to
open up with in case of attack. K-rations and fruit Julces
were brought topside to feed the crew and frenchmen.

Cormander Batallle and Lieutenant Livingston set off for’
Carro in the rubber beat in an attempt to get the nessage
through if they could find transportation or communication
facilities of the army. I rensined eboard with a duplieste
message in case of visual contact with allied craft and also
to scrve an interpreter with the freneh patriots alongside,
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We had two teams of bucket brigades that night. One was
comprised of the conmending officer and the crew and the other
of the frenchmen and nyself. -About nidnight the trim looked
as though we might have to sbandon ship prior to dawn despite
the celn sea, so @ll preparations were made for such an event,
The radar set and serial wére dismantled, destroyed and jet-
tisoned and secret and classified publications and charts were
nade reedy to be deep-sixed. '

We were able to keep ahead of the weter coming in, however,
and the weather continued feir until daylight. The bilge pump
aft had been shot away and the one forward couldn't make suc-~
tion due to our being so far down by the stern.

The night was quiet except for the flashes and vibrations
of the seriel bombardmcnt which appeared to be going on in Mar-
seilles. It was chilly gnd denp, but we made out fairly well
by sharing, blenkets.

fAbout an hour aftcer sunrise, Commander Bataille and Lieu-~
tenant Livingston returned in a fighing boat followed by
another boat. They reported that they hadn't been able to
get the message through, but told of their experience of pad-
dling by a2 mined gate and finding an almost deserted fishing
village, -

It was decided to tow the PT to Port de Bouc with two of
the boats, using the other two boats ahezd to search for nine
lines, Commender Bateille and Lieutenant Livingston stood in
the bows of the two searching craft. After going only a short
distance so.meny of these lines were encountered that we aban-
doned the plan of going to Port de Bouc and headcd instead for
Carro, near Cap Couronne, '

On arrival at Carro the PT hoat was moored alongside the
Gock with the stern settled on the bottom.' An abandoned house
next to the dock was turned over to us to quarter the officers
and men. Persohal and living gear was taken to the house
which we cleared out with the help of five.Italian prisoners
put at our disposal by the FFI. There were sufficient pro-
visions abosrd to take eshore to feed the¢ men for several days,

The Cormanding Officer of the PHILADELPHIA sent Ensign
Pitcher and e radioman with a SFCP radio ashore at the time
of our arrival at Carro, to attempt to get information re-
garding troop dispositions and targets slong the coast. It
was by means of this redio that we were able to communicats
with CTF 86 via the PHILADELPHIA. My 252050B reported the-
pocket of 3000 enemy troops in the area bounded by Ensues,

La Redenne, and Rouet, only a few kilometecrs away whose es=
cape was anticipated on the northern road via Martiques. The
FFI strongly desired air support to prevent this rmaneuver as
there were no Allied troops in the vieinity.

-4 - APPENDIX 1




® o

Saturday morning 26 Lugust I proceed to Port de Bouc to
gather further information., Colonel Chambers of the Army
engineers had not come down again from Brignoles. Ceaptain
English, however, errived with his party and we went over the
situation together with the same local authorities, I re-
turned that night to Carro for the night and to pick up ny
gear and returned to Port de Bouc the following day as USNLO.

I had asked the pastor of the Catholicchurch at La Couronne
to say a2 mass on Sunday morning for the five men we had lost.
4H high mess was célebrated in the church, crowded to the doors
at ten-thirty. The pastor and local people had gone considerable
¢ffort to decorate the church with French and American flags:
‘and flowers. The choir sang despite the broken organ and the
cure gave a moving sernon in french, Four FFI nen, gotten up
in a uniforn of french helnets, blue shirts end white trousers
gtood as a guerd of honor bufore the draped coffin on which
was an American flag,

After mess, our men fell in ranks behind a platoon of FFI
followed by wheat seemed to be the whole town and marched to
the World "ar monunent. There, a little ceremony was held and
a wreath was placed in honor of the five American sailors. We
were told thet a collection was in the process of being taken
up anongst the locsl people in order to have a plague made for
the monument with the names of the five Americans who had given
their lives for the liberation of France,

After the cerenony I proceeded to Port de Bouc and remaincd
to help Captain English and his party until 30 August when I
was relieved by Commodore Doughty's advanced base personnel,
Lieutenant Livingston remained in charge of the officers and
%gg it Carro who were subsequently to be picked up by the
34,

This nemorandum, written at your request, is not intended
Lo serve in any way as an official report concerning the PT 555,
but rather as’'a brief resume of the experiences during ny nis-
sion. I should like, however, to point out the highly commend-
able conduct of all those aboard the PT-555 who showed their
skill, courage, calmness, ingenuity and obedience during many
difficult hours. ' '

/s/ BAYARD WALKER
Lt., U. S..N.R.
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
CRUISER DIVISION EIGHT

c/o Fleet Post Office,
New York, N Yo,
6 September 194L.

From: Acting Squadron Commander, VCS-8,
To : Commander Cruiser Division EIGHT.
Subject: Activities of Naval Aviators in Training and

Operations with United. States Army Air Force.

Bnclosure: ({A) Total hours in army fighter planes and
temporary duty dates for thirteen naval
aviators,

1, On 16 Januery 1944 four naval aviators from Cruiser
Scouting Squedron EIGHT reported to the Commending Officer, Fight-
er Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria for an instruction cour:e
in P-40 type aircraft, This action was initiated by Commander
Cruiser Division EIGHT through Commander Naval Forces, Northwest
African Waters in order thet cruiser pilots might be checked out
in a faster type plane in the event it was felt they might be need-
ed for spotting naval gunfire in future operations., This first
group of naval aviators, consisting of Lieut. D, A. Liane, U.S.N.,
Lto(jg) M. G. PiCkard, U.S;N.Rog Lt.(jg) He Jo ECkardt’ U.S.N.R.
and Lte.(Jjg) Re N, Jolliffe, U.S.N.R., completed the regular train-
ing course and had a total of 109.2 hours in the P<40, They were
detached to reguler duties at Navel Air Facilities, Tunis, Tunisia
on 4 February, 1944.

2e On 21 February 1944 Lt, D, A. Liane eand Lt.(jg) M. G.
Pickard reported to the Commanding Officer F.T.C., Berteaux, Al-
geria and picked up two P-40's and flew them to Oran, Algeria to
participate in a practice shore bombardment at Arzew, Algeria. Due
to extremely bad weather cnd visibility in that area, only a total
of about five hours was flown. They were detached to regular dut-
ies on 3 March 1944,

3 The second group of naval aviators, consisting of
Lieut. E. H. Lawry, U.S.N.R.,, Lieut. W. R. Austin, U.S.N.R., En-
sign Re A. Sikes, U.S,.N.R. and Ensign F. H. Markey, U.S.N.R. report-
ed to the Commanding Officer, Fighter Training Command, Berteaux,
Algeria for duty on 22 February 1944. All of these aviators, with
the -exception of Licut. E., H. Lawry, completed the regular course
with a total of 97.1 hours and were detached on 21 March 1944. Lt.
Lawry reccived only 11.5 hours in the P-40 because of illness. He
was detached on 28 April 1944, Lieut. E. L. MOss, U,S.N.R. report-
cd to the Commcnding Officer, Fighter Training Command on 25 March
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
CRUISER DIVISION EIGHT

6 September 1944,

Subject: Activities of Naval Aviators in Training and
: Operations with United States Army Air Force,

1944 and completed the course with 32.8 hours and was detached on
10 April 1944,

Lo On 20 April 1944 the following naval aviators reported
to Commander Naval Forces, Northwest African Waters, Algiers, Al-
geria to receivec check-out instructions and flights in the P-51-C
type aircraft at the Army-Field, Maison Blanche: Lt, De. A. Liane,
UeSeNe, Licut. E, L, Moss, U,S.N,R., Lieut; We¢ Re Austin, U,.SiN.R.,
Lieutsijg).M. G. Pickerd, U.S.N.R., Lt.(Jjg) H. J. Eckardt, U.S.N,R.,
Lt.(Jjg) Rs N. Jolliffe, U.S.N.R., Ensign R« A. Sikes, U.S.N.R., and
Ensign F. H, Markey, U.S.N.R. Licut. Z. H, Lawry, U.S.N.R. report-
ed on 28 April 1944, All pilots received instructions and were
given flights totaling 68,3 hours before being detached on 6 May

1944,

5 On 8 May 1944 these nine aviators plus Lte.(jg) J. 4.
Cookey U.S.N.R. from the U,3.S. C.TOCTIN, reported to the Commanding
Generol XII Tactical Air Commend for duty in the 1llth, Tactical
Reconnaissance Squadron,  Lieut, ., H. Lawry and Lt.(jg) J. A. Cooke
wore detached on 30 May 1944, the former to teke over as Communding
Officer of the seaplane base Palermo znd the latter to return to his
shipe. The remainder of the-aviators stayed with the squadron and,
after several locel flights, startcd flying regulcr army combat mis-
sionse. During this period the squsdron moved several times from its
field then locazted at Santa Maria, Italy. The succcssive moves were
as follows: first to Nettuno, Italy, then to Rome, then to Tarquinis
and last to Follonica, Italy. On 8 July 1944 all naval aviators re-
turned to the U,S.S., BROOKLYN in Naples to take part in a practice
shore bombardment. During this practice both P-51 and SOC aircraft
were used for spotting and it was firmly estaeblished that the P-51
could be used as a spotting plane for ships' gunfire,

6. On 14 July 1944 all of these aviators, less Lieut, D.
Ao Liane who was retained on Commander Cruiser Divisiopn EIGHTs
staff, returned to the 111th., Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron in
Follonica., On 21 July 1944 this squadron moved to Borgo, Corsicc
where thoey were joined on 22 July by the following naval aviators
who had received their fighter training by the navy in F-6~F (Hell-
cats) and F-4-U (Corsairs): Lieut. S. C. Fierstein, U.S.N.R.,
Esnign R. Smelgocki, U.S.N,R, and Ensigzn M. R. Beckett, U.S.N.R.
These aviators operated with tho squ-dron during the invasion of
Southern France, during which time they flew a total of ninty-six
(96) spotting missions for the gunfire support ships. Just prior
to D-day the following enlisted personnel from various U.S. ships
reported to the 1llth, Tactical Reconnaisseance Squadron for duty
to assist in the maintenance of P-51s assigned to the navy aviators:

-1 2 - APPENDIX 2



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
.CRUISER DIVISION EIGHT

6 September 1944,

Subject: Activities of Navel Aviators in Training and
Operztions with United States Army Air Force,
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U.S.5. LRKANSAS, Davenport, John Ci 224-33~12; 4RMl/c, U.S.N.,
Lntonavage, Anthony A, 243-88-25 4MM1/c, U.S.N., Hoehl, Elmer G.,
224=04=0k, AOM2/c, U.S.N, and Kovachj John (n) Jrs; 612-66~03,
Av2/c, U.S.N.R. U.S.S. AUGUSTA, Rinella, i. Ji, 393=24=70, ACRM,
U.3.N,, Swanson, H, J., 646-13-61, AOM2/c, U.S.N., Dollevact, A.
Jey 300-30-15, AMM2/c, U.S.N., and Stoddant, R. R., 224=54-73,
AMM3/c, U.S.N. "U.S.S. TUSCLLOOSL, Jones, H. C., 262-54=52, ACMM,
U.S.N+, Dunaway, W. M., 350-99-58, AiRM1/c,.U.S.N., Sersen, R. B.,
258-27-86, AOMl/c, U.S.W., Trojanowski, W. J,, 807-21-37, AMM3/c,
U.S.N, and O'Conner, J. J., 300~97-94, Seal/e, U.S.N., and Shank,
Bdward J., 874-84-93, AOM3/c, U.S.N.R. The cooperation and work
of these men on planes and. equipment of which they had little know-
ledge was highly commendable,

7o On 2 September all naval aviators and personnel were
detached from the 11lth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron and
ordered to report back to their respective ships. During the
period from 8 May 1944 end 2 September 1944 the thirtsen naval
aviators who had been attached to the army squadron flew a. total
of 77645 hours and 24,8 combet sorties without damage to any plane
except for minor damage due to enemy flak encountered.

8. It is the opinion of &ll neval aviators concerned that
the P-51 is an ideal plane for use in the spotting of naval gunfire,

/s/ D. A. LIANE
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ENCLOSURE (A4)

LIANE, D.A., Lieut., U.S.N,

Reported to Fighter Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria on
16 January, 1944 and was detached on 4 February, 1944, Total
hours flown ~ 25.1. Type of plene - P-=40. :

Reported to Army field Maison Blanche, Algiers, Algeria on
.20 April, 1944 and was deteched on 6 May, 1944. Total hours flown

78+ Type of plane - P=51-C,

Reported to 11lth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Santa
Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 10 July, 1944,
Total hours flown - 19.7. Number of missions - 6. Type of plane
P-51,

LAVVRY, E'Hlj Lieut.’ UOSON.R.

Reported to Fighter Training Command, BerteauX, Algeria on
22 Februery, 1944 and was detached on 28 4pril, 1944, Total hours
flown - 1ll.5, Type of plane - P-40.

Reported to Army field Masion Blache, Algiers, Algeris on
28 April, 1944 and was detached on 6 May, 1944 Total hours flown
660e Type of plane - P-51-C.

Reported to 1lllth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Santa
Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 end wes detached on 30 May, 1944, Total
hours flown -~ 6.0. Type of plane - P-51,

e————
’

AN

MOSS; Ei L., Lieut., U.S,N.R,

Reported to Fighter Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria on
25 March, 1944 and was detached on 10 April, 1944 Total hours
flown - 32,8. Type of plane - P-40.

Reported to Army field Malscn Blanche, Algiers, Algeria on
20 April, 1944 and was detached on 6 May, 1944. Total hours flown
6ebe - Type of plane - P-=51-~C,

Reported to 1lllth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Santa
Meria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 2 September, 194L.
- Total hours flown - 133.8. Number of missions - 50. Type of

plane - P-51.

-Z%-USTIN, V{. RO’__Lieutc, U.SIN.R.

Reported to Fighter Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria on
22 February, 1944 and was detached on 21 March, 1944. Total hours
flown -~ 30.5, Type of plane - P-40.

Reported to Army field Maison Blenche, Algiers, Algeria on
20 April, 1944 and was detached on 2 May, 1944,
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ENCLOSURE (4) (cont'd)

Total hours flown -~ 7.5 Type of plane - P-51~C.

Reported to the 111lth, Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Santa
Merie, Itely on & May, 1944 =2nd was detached on 2 September, 194L.
Total hours flown - 121,5. Number of missions -~ 32. Type of plane

P-51,
FIZRSTEIN, S. C., Lieut., U.S.N.R,

Reported to the 11llth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron at
Borgod, Corsica on 22 July, 1944 eand was deteched on 2 September,
1944, Total hours flown - 45.0., Number of missions - 15, Type
of plane - P-51l.

COOICEALJ.' Ac’ Lieut. (jg), U.SONORO

Reported to the 11llth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron,
Senta Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 30 May,
1944, Total hours flown - 10,0. Type of plane ~ P-51,

PICK.RD, M. G., Lieut. (jg), U.S.N.R.

Reported to Fighter Trzining Command, Berteaux, Algeria on
16 Jcnuery, 1944 and was detached on 4 February, 1944. Total
hours flown - 22,6. Type plane - P-40. :

Reported to Army fisld Maoison Blanche, Algiers, 4lgeria on
20 April, 1944 and wzas detoched on 6 May, 1944L. Total hours flown
720 Type of rlane - ?_-_-_51-0.

Reported to the 111th. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Santa
Meria, Itely on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 2 September, 1944,
Total hours flown - 60.6. Number of missions - 18, Type plane
P-5lo ’ ’

ECKARDT, H. J., Lieut. (je), U.S.N.R.

' Reported to Fighter Treining Command, Berteaux, Llgeris on
16 January, 1944 and was detzched on 4 February, 1944, Total hours
flown - 27.0. Type plane - P-40. ~ '

Reported to Army ficld Maison Blanche, Algiers, ALlgeria on
20 April, 1944 cnd was detached on 6 May, 1944. Total hours flown
7+0. Type of plane - P=51-C,

Reported to the 11llth, Tactical Reconnailsseance Squadron,
Santa Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 2 September,
1944s Total hours flown - 83.0. Number of nissions - 27.  Type
plene = =51, ° - )
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¢ ENCLOSURE (&) ( cont'd’
JOLLIFFE, R, N., Lieut.(jg), U.S.N.R. |

Reported to Fighter Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria on
16 January, 1944 and was detached on 4 February, 1944. Total
hours flown - 34.5. Type plane - P-40.

Reported to Army field Maisoh Blanche, Algiers, Algerla on
22 April, 1944 =2nd was detached on 6 May, 1944. Total hours

flown - 7.5. Type plane - P-31-C.

Reported to the 1llth, Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron,
Senta Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 =nd was detached on 2 September,
1944s Total hours flown - 60.1. Number of missions - 22. Type
planse - P-51.

SIKES, R- -A-O’ Ensign, U.S.N.R.

Reported to the Fighter Training Command, Berteaux, Algeria
on 22 February, 1944 ond was deteched on 21 March, 1944s Total
hours flown - 34.8., Type plane - P-40.

Reported to 4Army field Maison Blanche, Algiers, Algeria on
22 4pril, 1944 and was detached on 6 May, 1944. Total hours
flown - 10.4e. Type plane - P-51-C. .

Reported to the 11llth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron,
Scnta Maria, Italy on 8 May, 1944 and was detached on 2 September,
1944 Total hours flown -~ 96.5. Number of missions - 33. Type
plane - P-51,

SMEIGOCKI, R, (n), Ensign, U.S.N.R.

Reported to the 1llths Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron at
Borgo, Corsica on 22 July, 1944 and was detached on 2 September,
1944e Total hours flown - 27«3, Number of missions - 1l1. Type
plane - P-51, '

BECKETT, M. R., Ensign, U.,S.N.R,

Reported to the 11llth. Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron at
Borgo, Corsica on 22 July, 1944 and was detached on 2 Septembsr,
124&. Total hours flown - 41,0, Number of missions - 13, Type
plane - P-51.

NL.]'L]RKEY, F- Hc, EnSign, U.S.NOR.

Reported to Fighter Treining Coémpand, Berteaux, Algeria on
22 February, 1944 and was detached on 21 March, 1944, Total hours
flown - 31.8, Type plane - P-40,

Reported to the Army field Maison Blanche, Algiers, Algeria
on 20 Arpil, 1944 and was detached on 6 May, 1944. Totel hours
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ENCLOSURE (A) (cont'd)
flown - 8.3. Type plane - P«51-C, |

Reported to the 11llth, Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron,
Sentéa Maria, Italy on 8 M2y, 1944 and was detached on 2 September,

1944s Total hours flown - 71.8, Number of nmissions - 21l. Typse
plene - P=51,
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COMMANDER CRUISER DIVISION ®IGHT

_TMORANDUM 2 September 194k.
Ty Rzar Admiral L. A, Davidson, U,S.N.
Subject: Surmarization of Events in Connection with the

Surrender of Islands Pomegues end Rattonneau, and
Fortress 4'If,

1. The persistent resistance of German garrison forces
on the islands Pomcgues, Ratonneau and Fortress 4'If after three
days® punishing neval and air bombardmsnt assumed new importance '
in naval tactics when the city of Marseilles was invested by Allied
forces on 28 August. Since thesc islands command the entire water-
front of Merseilles, the harbor chsnnels end the seaward approach,
Commander Task Force 86 wes deniecd safe sweeping of channels
‘through the harbor and making the port available to 41lied shipping.
Therefore, the immediate rceduction of the islands was imperative,

2. That could have been attained by reassumption of
naval and air bomberdment had not the enemy himself on 28 August
indicated desire to surrendcr. This information, conveyed in person
by German officers of the islands to the U.S.S. MADISON, was
communicated directly to Commander Task Force 86, whose reply to
the MADISON was to accept surrender only on unconditional terms.
The enemy, in no position to choose a captor, firmly stated its
nreference to surrender to U.S. forces, not French, whom it would
fight if the latter attempted to teke the islands, The MADISON,
relaying this to Commander Task Force 86, was reminded that "We are
on the French Forccs' side.”

Matters stood thus the night of 28 August while
Commander Task Force 86 drafted formal terms for the surrender,
which-he chose to be nsgotiated the following day by Captain Walter
Ansel, USN, Commanding Officer, U.S.S, PHILADELPHIA,

L. The detachment of U.S. Marines set out by order of
Commander Task Force 86 at high noon, 29 August, to assist Captain
Ansel in his negotiations with the enemy. The detachment consisted
of-Capt, F. R. Schlesinger, U.S.M.C., 1lst Lt., W, H, McDaniel, U,S.M.
C., and fifty nine (59) men from the U.S.S. AUGUSTA, and 1st "1t
R. A, Thompson, U.,S.M.C., 2nd 1t., H, A, Cable, U.S,M.C.R.,, and 4O
moen from the U.S.S. PHILADELPHIA.' The AUGUSTA Marine Force was
augmented by 2 PhMs, 2PhoMs, 1 SM; 1 RM, and 1 S2c¢ (interpreter);
the PHILADELPHIA, by 1 CY, 1 PholM, s#nd two other enlisted men.

The AUGUSTA group embarked in- YMS 28; the PHILADELPHIA group, in
YMS 248, A third YMS, the 83, took the lead and the three proceeded
to the Island of Retonneau escorted by the MADISON with Captain
Ansel aboard, ,

-l- APPENDIX 3,



4 @

2 September 1944

Subject: Summarization of Events in Connsction with the
Surrender of Islands Pomegues and Ratonneau, and
Fortress 4'If,
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5 At 1420 an advantageous Dosition'to the Island of
Ratonncau was reached. The YMS 83 closecd the MADISON, embarked
Captein Ansel, and lay to off Port du Frioul. One hour passed
before a 75' boat, flying a white flag, appeared from the Port
to approach and come alongside the YMS 83. Captain Ansel shortly
thereafter departed for the island in a motor whaleboat provided
by the MADISON, and the Marines wsrs scon ordered to land.

6. The conference  for surrender, conducted on the verande
of a bombed barracks bulldlna, was composed of Captain Ansel.
Kapitan Leutnant H. Fullgrabe (senior officsr of the 1s1ands$
and the latter's junior officers. Lt. J. L. Nuelson, U.S.N, R
temporarily on duty with Admiral Davidson's stafr, 1nterpreted
Upon acceptance of the terms of surrender, et 1816 Captain Ansel
instructed the Marins officers to expedite assembllng of prisoners:
to board LCI's which he had requested to be sent to Port du Frioul,
ut to leave skeleton crews of prisoners on the islands for removal

? demolition charges. 1lst Lt. Thompson took nineteen (19) Marines
t> Fortress 4'If to cerry out this order; Capt. Schlesinger assunsd
rommand of Marines remaining on Ratonneau, At about 1830 Captain

15el returned to the PHILADELPHIA,

7 Prisoners continued to arrive until 2245, singly or
in groups under command of their own officers. Rifles ahd machine
guns were stacked in piles. Search of prisoners revealed no concealed
weapons, and they were placed in a lesrge, barbed wire enclosure under
guard for the night.

8. At 2000 the ships standlng by were disposed as follows:
LCI's 234, 674, 562 nested along mcle in Port du Frioul; LCI 42,
standing off Fortress a*If; LCT 953 standing off Port du Frioul
with Comdr. J. W. Murphy, USN CTG 84.2 aboard.

There were no untoward incidents during the night.
Although hsavy Marine guard was posted, this was hardly necessary,
as the prisoners were perfectly self- dlsc1p11ned. Curfew at 2030
was strictly observed.,

10. At 0630, 30 August, evacuation of thirty (30) German
wounded commenced from the hospital, The eight (8) stretcher
cases were conveyed by ambulance (the only sutomobile on the islends,
an Oldsmobile in good condition) to LCI 562, Included in this group
were the Medical Officer, sixteen (16) hospital corpsmen (sanitat-
soldaten), five (5) French women hospital "assistants,” and six (6)
Trench women who had been serving in various capacities at Battery
Brigentine on Pomepues.
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2 September 1944

Subject: Summarization of Events in Connection with the
Surrender of Islands Pomegues and Rattonneau, and
Fortress a'If,

11, During the remainder of the morning =and early after-

noon the othsr prisoners were conducted in groups to the LCI's,
ithough provision had been made for certain skelcton crews to
'2main on the islends, it was necessary, upon receipt of orders
‘rom Commander Task Force 86, to recsll them from their batteries
‘71 ordor to evacuate everyone, This entailed a slight delay, but

7 1800 e&l1 prisoners, Marines and Naval personncl were distributed
1 LCI's 953, 234, 42, 674, and 562, and en routc to Yellow

seach in the Deltes arse. Prisoners were discharged to Army author-
ities on this boach at 0530, 31 August. AUGUSTA personnel returned
to ship at 0630,

12, Informetion gained from observaticn and vnriscner
interrogstion:

CONDITION O BUILDINGS AND INSTALLATIONS ON RATTONNEAU

Scarcely a building on Rattonneau has not sustained
bomb or shellfire damsge in somc measure. The  interiors of the
barrccks building, the former querry workshops, the French hospitel,
the telephone sxchenge and French magezines are in ruins., The hangor
which the Trench cpparently had used for lightere-than-air craft is
utterly dslapideted. TFlimsy woodan barracks on Point du Benc are
matchwood. Battery Le Banc is completely reduced., On the othser hand,
roads are in fine condition. Two caves cut out of solid rock were
inspected; one, &n extensive U-ghaped tunnel which ssrved adequately
as a hospital; another, a refuge barracks forty (40) fecet below sur-
face under an anti-aircraft mount.

BOATS AND N/ VIGATIONAL LIGHTS

Only twe (2) boats were discovered in the Port du
"rioul., The Officer in Charge of the Harbor Patrol stated there
‘are no others on tho islands.

(a) Onec 75' boat used for transporting sick and
wounded. Red cross symbols peinted on sides, Only one enginc
operating. ’

(b) Ono 75' French passonger boat, accommodating
30 neople. Used for liberty parties between the islands and
Merseilles. Name: La Cenabiere, Compressed zir gensretor broke: .
otherwigse stated to be in gocod condition.

It was stated that there were no navigational 1lights
on rocks or promontories. No lighted buoys,
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Subjects Summarization of Events in Connection with the
Surrendor of Islands Pomegues and Rattonneau, and
Fortress 4'If,
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BATTERIES, AMMUNITION, MINE FITLDS, BOOBY TRAPS.

Kepitfn Leutnant Flillgrabe described the six batteries
on the islends as follows:
Battery Caveaux 138 mm. 3 serviceable; 1 repairable:
20 mn.,
37 mm, antiasircraft.
37 mn, for land fighting.

155 mm.) Destoyed by Air Force.
150 mm. )

20 mm, Serviceable.

37 nmn. Serviceable,

Battery Brigantine

Battery Le Banc 75 mm, anti-aircarft,
20 nm,
75 rm, for land fighting.

37 mm, for land fighting,

DHWE RO HDWE

Note: Officer in Charge of this battery statdd that every-
thing was partially or totally destroyed by Air Force.

Anti Aircraft Battery 6 - 88 nm, 3 destroyed by Air Force,
3 serviceabls,

3 - 20 nn, 1 destroyed by Air Force,
2 serviceable,

Fortress 4'If - 75 nm, all serviceable,

Harbor Battery ~ 47 rm; unusable, Lack of parts,
~ 15 mm; unusable, Lack of parts.
- 20 nm, unusable, Lack of parts.

MWMOH W

The 20 mm, 88 mm, 150 mm and part of the 37 nn batter-
'38 were German guns; the rest, French.

Reserve ammunition was stated to exist in large
juantities, but no accurate, or even approximate, estimate could be
submitted. The Officer in Charge of Battery Le Banc asserted -
snat hls positions had becn so completely destroyed that it wes
impossible for him even to find his guns, let alone gain access
to his records and magezines in the ruins., (Later cxamination
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Subject: Summarization of Events in Connection with the
Surrender of Islands Pomegues and Retonneau, and
Fortress 4'If,

of Le Banc¢ proved this correct. This battery resembles a
gigantic pile of coarse gravel,) Inspection of the French
hospital, however; disclosed about six hundred (600) cases of
75 mm shells, sach cnse conteining six (6), and two hundred
(200) voxes of dstonating fuzes, twelve (12) to a box, There
jere ample quantities of 30 cali ammunition in the vicinity of
the barracks, '

Eight (8) mine fields were described, each 30' x 30';
nd consipicuously narked. Five (5) fields on Pomegues: three
on Rgtonnseau,

Two (2) booby traps, dismantled, were discovered in
the electric ganerating plant and barracks building. German
officers steted that booby traps on the islands were very few
and nona ware set to explode.

EFFECTS OF NAVAL GUNFIRT

Against tho statement of the German officers that |
air bombardrient was riore destrictive than Naval gunfire rmst
be weighed the faet that the Air Force concentrated more on
this target than the Naval forcaos.

The AUGUSTA engazed the island targets only on 25
and 26 August, expending 151 rcunds. On the same deys she was
threatened by batteries on Ca» Croisette which she took under
fire so that mine sweepers could clear that areca, 203 rounds
- were expended on Can Croisettc. Had the AUGUSTA not bezn low on -
ammunition and had she been able to move closcr to island targets,
gunfire from this ship would have had more telling effect.

The anount of bombs dropped by the Air Force on the
islands is not yet known,

TASUALTIZES
Eirht (8) dead; thirty (30) wounded.
CTLITARY ORGANIZATTON

The islands were designated Frioul Island Group
(Insulgrupne Frioul) in the coastal defense eormmand, Kenitan
Leutnant Fullgrabe stated that, whereas he was the Commanding’ .
Officer of Battery Brigantine, his function as senior officer
of the island garrisons pertained only to maintenance of order
and discipline. Central militsry contr=l in Marseilles directed
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2 Scptember 194k,
Sub ject: Summarization of Ewents in Connection with the

Surrender of Islands Pomegues and Ratonneau, and
Fortress 4tIf,

*he firing of batteries,

APPEAR/NCE AND MOR.LLE

Ages of prisoners ran from 16 to 53 ysars; all seemed
to be in goed hesalth. ‘Drinking water, which had to be brought
over from the mainland, was amply supplemented by wines and
cognac. XHExamination of barracks disclosed nlentiful supnlies of
personal squipmant and comforts.

Remarks were hssrd on avery hand of relief at not
having bezn tsken prisoner by the French, Thsrein lies the
reason for the ease with which our forces took over the islands
after surrender., We had no dif7iculty with ths enlisted prisoners,
and the officers frequently took the initiative in supnlying
information,

On the night of 29 August the prisoners in the stockade
sat up late singing songs and exchenging jokes., Several snoke
English, and cne of our guards was aston*sned to hear a voice from
crowd, "Hey, Marine, how's everything in Jersey City?"

MISCELLANEQUS

Orders to abandon the islands completely on 30
August cancellzd the plan of Capt. Schlesinrer tc make a thorough
ingpasction of batterics =2nd installations. However, it is to be
noted that the statements of prisoners were truthful in 211 cases
which could be checkoed, snd the assumption is reasonable that the
statistics submitted s2rc accurate. '

The final count of prisoners was 887 enlisted men and
10 officers.

Respectfully submitted,

H. 7. RECK



. Subject: Support.of Rizht Fl:ink during period 18 August

through 25 Septoenber 1944,
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1. Commander Tosk Force 86 operation plsn No, 5-44 designat-

ed Reor Jjdmirel M. L. DEYO, U.S. Novy, Co*andLr Cruiser D1v131on
Seven, os Cormeander Task Grou; 86.5, To this group the following
" 388¢ls were assigned:
(=) TUSC.LLOOSA (W) 1 Ca
(b) BROOKLYN, ®.ILE BERTIN (F), DUGULY '
TROUIN 3 CLs
(c) LE TERRIBLE, LE f.NTLSQUE, WOOLSEY,
BOYLE} CH.M:LIN, EZDISON 6 DDs
2 Anemy neval surfice forces were not considersd o serious

threct to the fire support activities of TF 86 on the right flank.
sccordinz to intelligence estimotes not more than two or three cor-
vettes, five to six E-Boats, eight to ten MAS bouts 2nd an undeter-
mined nunber of explosive bonts were believed operotionally cupable
of sttacking Allisd Noval Porces in this arsa, Sub-surface or sub-
meriszible enemy forces consisted of not more than one znd possibly
two U~boats «nd an undeterimined number of limpeteers, human torpedoer
oné midget submarines, o

3e Eneny neval traffic consisted primarily of P-lighters; =

small fast coastzl freighters; Sigbel -ferries; =2nd small freight
bares which were plying »rincinelly between the norts of Sun Lemo,
Imgeria, Sevon:., Genoz cnd Lo S-ezis, It was believed thot this
treffic was tr-nsporting r-taricls, supplies 2nd ocmeunition fron
Turino wvic railroad to the Mediterrcnean cozst and thence to Kes-
selrings wrmy in Itcly (since the supply routes throughout the Po
valley were under constont =l1lied cir attack.

Lo With the 36th Division U.S. irmy encountering little
eneny oon051tlon end 1ittle ocecision to use naval "unflre sunpport,
weor Ldmiral DEYO ordered the TUSCALOOSA with two destroyers to de-
2rt on the 18th to Proprisno for fuel and amuunition, .8 French
unlts had not reported to the right flank, only the BROOKLYN with

5w0 screening vessels Iuw'ln°” to furnish gunfire sunport to th-t
Advision.

5 During the night of 18-19 August, while 'in nizht retir.-
nunt rrea, the BROOKLYN wes token under attack by two JU-88s. These
-1l nes ware believed to have been honied by enemy constrl re .dar which
thot vessel had been jam ing. No casualties wore rerortsd How-
gver, to insurs greater safety for vessels of this force, permission
was zronted to use night restirewent aress further to the westward -’
which & previously bsen assivned to DZLT.. Forces.,

6. First indications thet vessels on the right flank could
expect nore sctivity were recsived in = dispatch from Naval Command-
ar ‘‘estcrn Tesk Force., 4t 1330, on the 19th, he notified Rear Ld-
mircl DEYQ that the Pirst .irborne Division would relieve the 36th
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Subject: Support of Rizht Flonk during period 18 Auzust
through 25 Septciber 1944,
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Infantry Division at noon of the following duy. 4S8 ths incoming
division hnad 1little artillery, nzval supnort was considered essente-
ial,

7o The TUSCALOOSA and escorts -sailed from Propriano and er-
rived in the Golfe de le Nazoule a2t three o'clock during the after-
noon of 20 August, No major =sctivity was noted and the turning over
of the.arny divisions was carried out without incident,

8 General FREDERICK, in command of the First Airborne Unit,
notified Cormender Task Groun £0.5 that he intendeld to advince tow 7
wards Grassae nd Ceonnes coiiacncing on the 22nd., Some harassing art-
illery fire had been encountesrced by srmy units during the nizht; guns
apreared to be located in the Connes-St. Morguerite ..reas. Aafter
briefing of the five Shore fire Control Patries to accompnay advance-
ing troops, plans for the surport of General FREDERICK's forces were
Arown up.

9e During the past fourtesn months, Comrander Task Force 86
>4 secen considerable nction against German troops. In Sieily, Sal-
srno, ianzio, Gaeta, Formic and now ¢t Glens @nd Toulons, Nazi Forces
wd fought gallantly -nd stubbornly, retreating only after destroy-
-hg by demolition or preporing with mines and booby traps all invort-
At wilitary squipment. “With excellent defenses ond well prenirad
~ositions, it was expected that activity on the right flank would
ZPOW ©0 .&jor pronortions. '

10. Even 28 units of the First airborne Division moved fore-
ward, reports were being received thet enemy forcss were retresting -
to the eustword snd hended for the Franco-Italian border. Deserting
the Canncgs-Nice area, no effort was nade by axis troons to carry out
the »lons which could hove m-de nllied wdvonces costly and slow.

11l. It is hard ot this tine to determine what caused German
trooixs to hurry their retreat. It is believed that the below-listod
factors were in a lurge rezsure responsible for his actions:

(2) Lack of troops in this srea,

(b) Overwhelming Allied oir superiority.

(c) Feer of being cut off from retrsat by activities of
FFI Units.

(d) Drnger of encirclcment as a result of amphibious land-
ings such cs those resortad to by Lllied troons along
North Sicily.

12. The slight heraossing fire put up by last remaining Ger-
@nn troops proved to be inefTectual ond wis no deterrent to the slow
stecdy edvancing airborne division., Town after town wos liberated,
¥rom points of vantage wsll ahead of aAllied front linas, vessels of

-2 - HLPPENDIX 4



ubject: Supnort of Right Flonk during period 18 August
through 25 Sceitunber 19444

the zunfire support group, working in conjunetion with Shore Fire
Jontrol Parties or Ul nes on sgottxng missions, methodically "work-
»d over” gun positions =né retresting Axis$ columns,

134 4gainst vessels at sea, there was little activity. Cozst-
1 defense guns were on the whole ineffectual in their firings or
sre found to be unmenned, Majority of guns which opened up on shi:
re of 75mm or 88mm size., No shins were damzged snd zuns were ef-’
tively 81lanced.

[}
o
L SC

1ha On the 26th of iuzust, the Lrmy '"no fire® line had been
extended to the Vur River (just to the westward of Nice). Planes
rehorted that no ehemy ct1v1ty other then steady streams of pas-
senger cars and trucks could be noted hecded from that city toward
the border.

15. Since the right flznk zcetivity was somewhet static and
no counterattack seemed imminisnt CTF 86.5 sugzested on 26th isugust,
in concurrence with the First .BTF, that CTF 86 keep two destroyers
in the fire sup»ort area deily, one cruilser on one hours notice znd
enothcr cruiser on four hours notice. The cruisers were to base at
Golfe de Tropsz. CTP 85 cgresad since indications pointed to & grad-
url withdrawszl of Germcn forcss tow-rds the Fronco-Italian border.

16. During the night of 26-27 Auzust enemy explosive boats
attemnted to brezk throuzh the T screen but they were successfully
renulsed. At 11424 the U.S.S. TUSC.LLOOS:. e¢nd U,S5.3. #“DISON dcpurted
for Proprisno, CDD 32 in the U.S.S. BOYLE became CTU 86.5.2 leav-
ing the U.S.3. BOYLE and CHIMPTIN the only ships remnining in the
eastern areea.

17. There were only sporedie calls for zunfire su»nport dur-
ing the next few doys ond on August 30th U.S. troops entered Nice.
CDD 25 in the WOOLSHEY, with the EDISON, relieved CDD 32 in BOYLE

"ith CH.JOPLIN. In accordconce with Flare Two, nodified, the ri:ht
“lank group on 31 Auzust consisted of:

(2) Central Group: PHILLDELPHIA, BROOKLYW and three
U.3. destroyers.

(b) Left Flank: LOI&KLINE, three French CLs -nd 2
French destroyers.
(c) Right Flenk: Two French cruisers, 1 French destroy-

er =nd threse U.S. destroyers.
At 2055 < dispatch from the Cowiznding Feneral 7th Army stuted he
felt that no further guanfire su-port wos needed except in support
of the left flank,

18. Pending issucnce of Flare Three the following organ-
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Subject: Support of Ttight Flonk during period 18 August
through 25 September 194L.

ization of CTF 86 was effective on 2 October:

) TG 86.1 PHIL-.DELFHIA, BROOKLYN, H..r. JONE&S, MADISOQ:,
WOOLSEY, EDIDON LUDLOﬂ and LORRAIND-

(=
(
(
(

b) TG 86.2 DMONTC..IM, GLORGQS LEYGUES, GLOIRE.
¢) T3 86.3 EMILE BETIN and DUGUAY TROUIN.
d) TG 86.4 TERRIBLE, FANTASQUE snd LE MALIN,
19. On 3 October the First ABTF requested cruiser support in

the Sospel area and the U.5.S. PHIL.DELSHIA was assigned targets in
this vicinity. A4ll tarszets were out of effective gunfire range.
Numerous French flags were szen flying in Moneco Qﬂd Monte Carlo in-
dicoting a complete withdrswal of German troops from this vicinity.
Confirmation was received from the FPirst ABTF the next day that amer-
ican troops had reached Cape D'iil,

20, The first human torpedoe attick on the right flank took
nlace on 5th September. The LE i ALIN and the LUDL(OY destroyed at
least three and possibly four human torpedoes., Three prisoners were
captured,, 2nd from preliminary interrogetion it wos learned thet
the torpedoes were launccd in the Menton area, As & result of this
attock additional PT screens wore esteblished wnd doily dewn recon-
naissonce flights by cruiser »lznes were startced which later proved

.

very effective in weardiny off other cttacks.,

21. The Army called for cruiser fire on September 5 in the
Monte Carlo-Sospecl area and tiae MONTCALM fired very effectively at
troons conccentrsting for & counterattack., .85 @ result of nuvel gun-
fire support this counterzttack was broken up. Ancwy cozstal de=
fense batteries fired occurately st gunfire surnvcort shins but no
demoge wos suffered.

22 Lgoin on 6 September a cruiser was czlled up tbotha.fire
sunnort area and the EIILE BELKTIN gave = good account of herself.
Destroyer fire support wss squally cffectlvp on torsets closer to
the coast.

23. The nizht of 7 September the enemy again attemnpted =
exylosive bout attack which was detected by the PT screen and suc-
cessfully rcpellied. During the day the snrmy requested thsat a gun-
fire support crea inside the 100 futhom curve in the Menton area be
swept clear of mines to enable navel gunfire to reach targets in
Sos»el area. Orders were issusd to swzep the area and destroyers
were 2ssigned to cover the minesweepers by counter bettory fire.

2l In en attempt to CGiscourcze naval gunfire supbort aX-
Dlosive bozts sgein unsuccessfully mtt .cked nuv%l vessels in flre
su» ort area, Th° H.P. JCFZS ."DTJON znd the PT screen drove off

the cttacking craft with @ »nos ible destruction of &t lezgt four
~nd »ossibly five explosive ho-ts.
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25, Gunfire support missions on the 8 a2nd 9 S2ntember were
responsible for breaking up several counteruttacks and SNGLO report-
6d thot the fire of the DUGUAY TKOUIN, H.?. JONZS and M.DISON was
very ceffective,

26, - On 10 September three It:liun putriots came out from the
Ventiniglia crea &t 0645A 2nd were picked up by a PT. They were
interrogated wboard the flagzship und valusble informeation regarding
troons dispositions, locctions of znemy batteriss and o compand hezd-
qu.rters, stowege vloceg of huicn torpedocs, =nd o report on the low
morcale of Gernmsn troops in tihe ren was secured from them., They vere
lutur turned over to the v .t Niece for further interrozstion. Gun-

firc suoport shins later firel ot terzets desi.nutsd by these Italian
potriots using cruiser plonss for swotting.

27 At 10454 10 Septomber the H,P. JON IS, 1L.DISON, PT 212
ané 2056, M/S IME-OVE znd MAINSTAY; plunes from the BROOKLYN cnd
CHTILLDELPHIA «nd an unidentified Coamstal Air Force plane cooperatead
in destroying 10 pnositive znd one possible humsn torredoes in the
VﬂntiMiTlia area., Three prisoncers were captured in the water and

che more by the Army 2 shore.  Valusble informrtion reg:irding the
thods of operstion of these submersibles were sccured from inter-
gating of the POVVs =bocrd the flazship.

28, Gunfire support missions on the 10th of Sestember wore
ranorted not very effective beczuse of ‘he. vy concrebte emnl:zcenents
and on 11 September the .rimy reguested the LORK-INE to bring fire
on the Sospel =zren, Hven her righty guns failed 1o do very much
damcze  to the concrete emplocements although the srea wos remnorte
well covered znd it was believed thut scveral counterattacks by
enciy troons were successfully dispersed.

29. The off-shore screen wes suraented by CTG 80.5 at CTF
86's request to includc two PT patrels in view of the increascd
throat of human torpedoes, midget subnarines @nd explosive bouts.

30. Gunfire suprort missions the next few days consisted
lorncly of targets of on ortunity with SFCP, cub »lsne ~nd cruiscr
»lone alterncting in spotting. Those tarzets ware mainly troops
coincentrations, enemy batteries, observotion posts, and machine zun
n&stS,

31, On 16 September the cnomy attempted an cxvplosive boot
attack on destroyers in the firzs sunport arsa which was successful-
1y repulsed by the slert ¥T cule prtrol. Four explosive bouts es-
corted by & radar equip-ed il.S bost were driven off,

32 On September 17th cruiser plznes resorted a concentrat-
tion of small eraft in Son Remo, Port Miurizio -nd Orcgzlia harbors.,
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The H.,P. JONES «nd the MADISON conducted = bombardment of San Remo
horbor with good results., Several small cruzft believed to be MAS
booats were domaged. The bombardment was followed by another on
September 18th in which all enemy cr=ft in the harbor of San Rgmo
and Port Mourizio were either desmaged or destroyed,

33, From September 19th to September 25th the front lines
on the Franco-Italian bordaer remained virtually unchonged with inter-
nittent calls by SNGLO for sunfire sunport. It was renorted that
the enemy hnad brought up artillery recnforcements by railroud via
Turino and that the resistonce continucd to be stubborn and very act-
ive which precluded =ny possibility for the 1lst ~BTF to advance,
Counter battery fire by co:.stcl suns continued to be accurate and
hezvy in the Cazpe Mortola, Ventimiglia, Porto Mourizio and Orezlia
areas, It is believed that herbor of San Remo was virtually aband-
oned by enemy shippingz following the disastrous bowb: rdment of Sept-
cmber 18th since daily cruiser plane reconnaissance failed to in-.
diconte any large concentration in the harbor.
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o ’UNITED STATES EIGHTH FLE
Commander Suppert Force
(Commander Cruiser Division Eight)

PART IV - COMMUNICATIONS

I. General,
ITI. Sitks Assault

A. Asgsault Forcs Communications.
B. Fire Support Communications.
C. Rescormmendations,

I1I. Support Forcco.

. General,

Shore Fire Control.
Alrcraft Spotting.
Naval Circuits.,
Cryptographic Aids,
Recommendations.

.

HiEg Qo s

IV. Inter Force Comnuniecations,

V., Traffic Statistics.

I. Gensral:

l. Overation Dragoon was notable for tremnendous number of
circuits employed and the scone 2nd variety of equipment required to
implement the frequency plons called for by the communication annex,
Visual methods were used for only a small percentage of the total
volume of traffic. This was-due to the fact that thc forces and
“roups were widely scpesrated, and visibility was often poor due to t!

mount of smoke used as o defensive measure. At night it was usuall;
“referable to use radio, as all bands wers in continous use after

~hour of D-day, and no condition of radio silence was in effect aft.-
et tims,

2. The voluric of traffic handled was extrems, and this in
"uself imposed a certain limit on the speed at which messages could
-6 handled. A great percentage of the. so ocaclled communication break-
downs and delays were caused simply becausc circuits were celled
upon to handls more traffic than was physically possible, In futurc
Operations, careful consideration should be given to the probable
traffic load of thc various circuits, and steps takon both to provide
more adequate outlets and to 1limit the number and longth of messages
required. Thse answer is not merely to provide additional circuits,
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art IV - COMMUNICATIONS (Cont'd).

or personnel usually became the bottleneck before materiel. A great
.nged~up in communications could be achieved if originators could be

. 2rgsuaded to limit their messages to reasonable length. Thousand
=poup messages not only defeat their own purpose of timely informetic-
but seriously interfere with the efficiency of the entire system.

3. Use was made of almost the entire radioc specrum from 180
kes to 150 mes, This operation saw a great increase in the use of
VHF FM equipment. This was used for boat control, SFCP spotting,
minesweeper and PT intership channels, and for radar reporting, and
its superiority over lower frequencies and AM sets was clearly demon-
strated, There also was an.increased use of VHF AM sets, nine fre-
quencies being assigned for aircraft spotting alone:. An inovation
was the high spsed (60 wpm) teleprinter circuit used as a task force
commander's channel operating on 142.58 mcs (AM) - a type of equip-
ment showing promise; but which could not be fully exploited in this
operation because of its limited range. (See Part IV, Para. 2).

L, Radio reccption conditicns in the assault area were generall;
poor on all bands, a factor contributing to the limiting spsed at
which messages could be closed. This was due to:

(a) Heavy atmosphere disturbances.
(b) The crowded condition of many of bands due to the number
of circults required not only for this operation, but for
other military operations close enough to cause interference,
(¢c) Local interference caused by own transmitters, or by
adjacent ships. -
(d) A peculiarity in the reception conditicns that produced
very short ground waves on circuits even as low as 575 kes,
This is even more suprising when it is considered thet
abnormally long ranges are obtained on rader frequenciss
in this area during the summer.
(e) The condition mentioned in (d) above was exaggerated on
the AUGUSTA by long antenna leads,

5. Recommendations: - In consideration of above, the followin-
recomnendations are submitted for future onerations:

(a) A reduction in the number of circuits individual ships
and commands are required tc guard, This can be done by
a system of guard ships thrcugh the =chelons of command
without actually rsducing the number of circuits. A
reduction in the number of broadcasts could easily have
been sffected. A Senior Officer's broadcast paralleling
the regular area brosdeast seems to serve little or no
useful purpcse., The arca broadcast could have been guarded
by the force flagship for the sntire force without seriously
overloading the OTC Fox. (See Part V, Para. 2).
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(b) Expend the use of high speed teleprinter circuits.

(¢) Provide group voice circuits, preferably on the TBS or
SCR608 band for all major groups, and use these circuits
for passing both plain language and short enciphered
mnessages.,

(d) Use standard communicetion precedure on all voice circuits.

(e) Reduce the number of messages required to be passed by
radio. -

(f) Drastically reduce the length of all messages.

ITI. Sitka Assault.

L, Asseult Porce Comnunications:

1. The problem of efficient communications within the Sitka
assault force was complicated by the heterogenous chracter of
this force both with resnect totype and nationality.

2. Equipment inposed servere limitations. A msjority of the
PT boats assigned this force could transmit on but a single fro
quency. The HACKBERRY (4AN) had ~nly one transmitter. The
PRINCE BAUDOIN and PRINCESS BEATRIX could not transmit on the
3000-4000 kcs band due to the limitations of their transmitting
equipment (British Model TW-12). This was particularly un-
fortunate because both the task force W/T and the task force
R/T circuits were within this band. These later deficiencies
were overccme by nlacing TCS units abcard both shins. The
LORRAINE was also supplied with a TCS to supplement their equip-
ment, During the approach to the assault area 2980 kes {(the
MTB Wavc) was used as a convoy maneuvering circuit, being the
only frequency that could be guarded by all units. Conmnlete
radio silence was observed during this phase, snd it was never
necessary to use this circuit for meneuvering., The diversion
group (TG 80.4) which also used this frequency was heard test-
ing frequently during the aftsrnoon of D-1 day. It was presumc
that this was part of the diversion plan,

3. Radar counter measures were commenced by this force at 210
B, D-1, when approximately 38 miles from the enemy coast., It ig
interesting to note that this time was selected as being the
point of probsble maximum detection by enemy surface radars, and
our listening watch indicated we were tracksd only some twe min-
utes before the jamming was started.

L, The boat wave frequency plan called for one SCR 509 for
each transport, one for sach wave of boats from each ship, and
cne for each PT boat‘acting as control vessel, Due to in-
sufficient equipment, and to the fact that some equinment
obtained was inoperative and could not be repaired within the

=3~ Enclosure (A)
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time availablc, this-was not in fact provided. As complete
suprise was achioved, and it was not necessary to use radio
during the apnroach of the boats, these deficiencles were not
felt but could have been serious if heavier copposition had been
encountered.

5 On D-day radio silence was lifted by flagship to establish
contect with FC 30 at 0335 B on SCR 608, At 0435 GLEAVES was

in cormmunication with FC 35 on assigned spotting frequency (HF),
At 0LLO both TBS and Force voice was used during the SOMERS
acticn with 2 German corvettss. At 0530 radio silence was
lifted on 21l bands except the 30-40 mcs band., At 0618 the
AUGUSTA esteblishzd communieaticn with Bobeat Greens, tha SOC
spotting aircroft, AUGUSTA contacted FC 29 at 0745. The
LOOKQUT reportod to be in contnret with FC 28 at 0827, The times
of contact with Seafire spotters and FC 34 was not reported but
apnears to have been about 0630 for the Seafirss and about 0830
for PC 34, By 0830 comnunicatlion was estoblished with the task *
forece on N-26 and N-27, ths task force key and voice frequencles,
Due to previously 'mentioned deficiencies in equipment and-to
lack of nersonncl, not nll shins could guard both at once, parti-
cularly while corrying on firing missions, and the PT's and
minesweerners whoen they jcincd early in the morning could guard
neither, but by mid-morning comrunicrtion was established with
all units on at least one freq?ency. Certain difficulties werc
exnerienced by some units (LSI's) who lacked frequeney meters,
in properly cnlibrating their equipment, It is felt this in-
dicates a certain lack of foresight by the units concerned, for
the LORRAIN™, also without a frequency motor, with commendable
versistenca calibrated a2ll required frequencies, including

about a dozen 3FCP? spotting channels well before denarture.

B. Fire Suprnort Communications:

1. Spotting for Sitke gunfirc supmort ships was provided by 3
SFCP's, 2 FOB's end 8eafire and SOC aircraft, Communication
with Seafires was on VHF (4M) and with SOC's on HF R/T fre-
quenciss, Cormunication with aircraft was excellent throughou®
the oneretion, Communicsations with SFCP's was by SCR 609's

(VHF FM) and with FOB's by HF '//T, Communications with SFCP's
was excellont, There was some difficulty with the FCOB commu~
nicetions due to interfsrence, and to thelow power of thoir sol
which, however, did not nrevent them spotting shcots as requir: .

C. Rocommendaticns,

l. In view of experiencss of this force, the following recome
mend=tions are offered: ‘

(a) 411 assault vessels should carry as part of their regular
allowance sufficient rzdic equinment end spares to fit
out their own heats, including control creft,

(b). More training end drills provided to include use of -
~tagt}cal circuits both W/T .and R/T, freguency shifting,
hocieh G RNy T
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(¢} Provide all SFCP's with SCR 609's in addition to the SCR °
284 or similar sets, and all fire support ships with SCR 608's.
SFCP's have a tendeoncy to neglect to use their 8CR 28L4's as
long as communication can be maintained on SCR 609 chennels,
This results in very limited range.

(d) Provide the divisional and corns NLO's with a set having
greater power and wider frequency range than the SCR 284.

Sunnort Force:

General,

1, The Post Assault fraquency »nlan called for two grouns,
the right and left flank forces, each operating with its own
army cormand on separate but similar internal communicaticn
nlsns, Actually, the Support Force was organized as three
grouns during this stage, but this did not necessitate any
change in the frequency nlan es the right flank and center
groups used the same plan., Two cheanges of frequencies were roc-
quired., First, the Force W/T frequency of the Sitke Assault
was retained for the left flank rather than using the Alnha
froequency. This was done becruss use of the later causzd
sxtreme local interfersnce =bnard the flagship. Second, the
Task Force Cormander's frequency could not be used as a group
cormmander's circuit becruse of the heavy traffic load, end

3240 kes, the left flank groupn frequency was used in its stead,
Lside from above, thc situetion hed been accurately foressen
and setting u» of cormmunicetions with the II French Corns, the
recrystalization of srotting eireraft and SFCP's, and the con-
solidation of the gunfirc Sunnort command was accommlished
without 2 hitch.

Shore Fire Control.

1. Shore fire control on the left flank was furnished by
eleven FOB narties, Each evening an assignment of available
shins and FOB's waos made by CTF 86 for operations the followin -
day. Unossigned FOB's and ships guarded the common callin:
frequency until required for srotting and firing when sg-im-
rents ware made on this circuit. This basic »nrinciple »rov
sound, and in fact worked very well, Difficulties in executi
were encountercd ag follows:

(a) Recention on both common calling circuit end spotting
frequenclies was noor particularly at night due to the crowded
condition of this band,

(b) Low power of 'sets ashors rosulted in loss of communica-
tions when the flagshin moved out of immediate area.

(¢c) Certain delays due to time involved in shifting fre-
quencies both by SFCP and by the shins. A great deal of thesc
difficulties could have becn 2liminated if the FOB's and NLO's
of the left flenk had becn equipned with SCR 609's and SCR

- - - . i A
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608's. Under conditions obtaining in this area the letter set
had a considerably longer renge then the HF radios carried by
the FOB's. Jt might be noted thet this was strongly recommendeq
by this command before the operation,

24 Shore fire control on the right flank was nrovided by
seven SFCP's with similar communication organization to the lef®
flank, Cub aircraft snotters were also used to considerable
extent on this flank, Unlike the FOB's‘on the left flank, the
SFCP's were all equipped with SCR 609's, which they used to the
exclusion of all HF equinment sven on the common calling cir-
cult., Comparison indicates the smotters on the right flank had
generally more officient communicetions than those on the left

but only when full use is made of both HF and VHF sets cen opti-

mum nerformeancce be obtained,
Aircraft Spotting.

1. Aircraft snmotting furnished by the carriers of TF 88 for
left flank ships was uniformly excellents On the very few
cceasions when communicaticn was not immediately established,
it was due to materiel failure of ths shinboard equipment. ‘
Schedulss for aireraft spotting missions were passed to the
carriers each night to cover the succceding day. A direct R/T
1link was maintained from 0600 until 2000, Changes in schedule
where made on this circuit, and on c¢nll missions called un or
secured as the action nrogressed. & properly briefed mission
could be cver the target ready to spot 45 minutes after the
initial call un, 4t times as meny as five missicns were air-
borne et oncc, 4 nornal day was three missions, two of which
were continuous dawn until last light. ‘“hen our (left flank)
operations took us out of the general air cover areay a natrol
of four fighters was maintained from first light until dusk,
controlled by the AUGUSTA.

2. Aircraft spotting for the right flank forces was nrovided
by navel aviators (Fronm VCS-8) attached to the 111lth Tacticeal
Reconnaissance Squadron on the 12th Tactical Army Air Force,
flying P-51's., Again communications were excellent, using VHEF
frequencies., Dus to the linited number of planes and to the
distance from thelr bases to the fire support area, the number
nissinrns available was much lass than on the left flenk, and t
time required to cell up missions much greater.

Naval Circuits,

1. The communicetion plan colled for all units to guard the
OTC Fox, the Task Groun (or Force) /T and the Task Groun
(Fores) voice circuit st 211 times. This was well within the
canabilities of the smallest fire supnort vessel, and is con-
sidered to be a definitely sound doctrinc,

~6= ‘ Enclosurs (A)
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2, Some units feilsd to maintain proper watches on these

channels which at times ceused unfortunsete delays, particularly
on the task group W/T circuit., It is believed that this was
nainly due to the following:

(e) Lack of training by units concorned.
(b) Failures of materiel.

(e) Failure to have sufficient comnetent radiorien on watch,
One communication officer steted he 4id not believe it was
proctical to maintain watch 2nd wetch in the radio denartment
for longer than sighteen hours. As the AUGUPTA radio geng stoo
watch =2nd watch for nearly eighteen days, this is considered a
shellow argument indeed. After about a week of constant re-
ninders of the importercs of nroner watch standing, accepteble--
even excellent-~-gtandards were fin~lly achieved,

3. As many units of this force did not have a TBS, an HF
frequency was used in its stead. This nroved generally satis-
fectory, and had the added advantage of greater range, a very
desirable point considering the dismersal of our forces. It
did not quite apnroach the TBS in overall reliability or con-
venisnce.

Cryptogranhic Aids,

1, The cryptocraphic eids usod in this cperation showed a grec.
improvement over nrevious operations in this theater., The two
greatest ndvances werc the CCM and the combined assault code
which, it is estimated, were used for over sighty narcant of the
encinhered traffic,

2, Plain language was used a great deal, and due to the
general impotence of the eneny ageinst our naval forces, &
great deal of information was sent in clear that by every con-
sidsration of military security should have becn en01nhered
This is e dangerous heblt that nust be curbed,

3. The cnemy was also given excellent opportunities to
ettack our crytpgraphic systems dus to?

(2) Huge traffic lozd on o sincle system.

{b) Encipherement of reports received in plain language on
VHF circuits before retransmission on HF channels.

Paraphrasing helped here scne, but future operations should oro-
vide definite instructions to cover this delema. A reconnais-
sance plane reports to e ship important information via VHF,
Should this immediately be rebrosdcast in plain lenguage on a
circuit of much longer range -~ or should it be encinhered? It
was noted that situation renorts were invarably enciphered and

27 | Enclosure (A)
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clessified as secret or even tom secret, yet 90% of the infor-
maticn hed been accumulsted from VHF plain language reports only
a few hours bcfore.

(a) Could be.eliminated by a fresquent change of key list.

(b) Couid be reduced in seriousness by specifying a low grade
system for such encipherment of plain languagse reports.

L, Still to be solved are.the nroblems of voice call signs

and voicc vocabularies, After two and a2 half years of constant
use with every kind, tync end variety of voice code and voice
vocabulary known to men, including a great many of our own devig-
ing, it is the carefully considered opinion of this commend thatl i
thay are unwieldy, awkward, insecure, and a snare and delusion

to their users, hey are difficult to transmit, difficult to
record, and the whole process is slow and inaccurate. Any mes-
sage received in voice code by this command could have been
handled easier and quicker in the combined assault code.

Racommendations.

1. The following is offered as a substitute for voice ccdes
and vocabularies:

(a) Use of general signals unencinhered when in contact with
the enemy for urgent maneuvers, orders, and reports.,

(b) Use of the signel cinher with general signels when time
allows. .

(c) Use of codes similar to combined assault code when mes-
sage cen not be transmitted in clear,

(a) Use of plain lznguage on 211 wogsible occasions using a
commrehensive system of grid coordinates, geograephical check

‘points (which might be changed frequently) or both for indicatin

nositions. '

e The problem of voice call signs is still open. The air
corvs has indicated an unwillingness to adopt eanything but disyl.
labic words. The only objection is the difficulty in recording,

"~ but aircraft circuits are not often completely recorded anyway.

8 practical solution seens es follows:

(a) Use disyllabic words for call signs on air - ship, air -
ground, and intership circuits used for fighter dirsction or
radar rsporting.

(b) Assign c21l signs using combinations of threes letters or
numbers to 211 commands and units for use by V/S, and all radio

"~ circuits both W/T and R/T., Number number letter and lestter

-8- Enclosure (A)



number number are the best combinaticns followed by number lette:
nunber., Combinations of two letters and one number are lisble
to be confused with unenciphered naval calls and are not as easy
to remember or lock up.

(¢c) Use station (position) cells instead of unit (or command)
calls when in formation or on screening or scouting lines.

3. The Mediterrancan Bombardment Code demonstrated its super-
iority over all provious procedures of this type, and it is
recommended that his code bc adopted on a combined world-wide
basis.

b Considering the difficulties and congestion sncountered
on the TBS in this operation (as in 211 large scale assaults

in the past) and the unqualified success of the newly installed
SCR 608, the following recommendation is offered:

(a) A VHF FM radio be nroduced covering the 20 to 50 mecs bnnd
using the same power and output as the TBS and using the same
type of remote control positions. It should be a 10 channel
crystal controlled set similar to and using the same cryst-l
principle as the AN/ARC-1 with an allowance ner ship staled fr.
one per AM, PC, or similar types to four for a2 cruiser flagshi:
A very flexible system could be evolved, for-thess sets could b
used with SCR 500 and 600 series, the MN set, and other special
equinment for amphibious, Army-Navy and shore fire control cir-
cuits .as well as for strictly navel channels. This band can be
divided into 300 different channsls without mutusl interference.

54 Due to the use of several HF R/T frequencies, destroyers
were required to use their TCS equinment a great dsal, The ’
present TCS installation in destroyers is designed for emergency
use end is not conviently located for regular operational use.
It is recormended thet the destroyer allowance be increased to
permit a TCS, using shin's power supply, to be installed in CIC
where 1t could be cemployed to much greateradvantage than at pre-
sent, '

6. This operation saw the first use of the Beedex (radar
beacon) end of the water borne spotter in LCG's to spot pre=-
landing fire, The Beedex was not really tested by this opera-
tion as conditions requiring its use did not exist., The water
borne spotter proved quite valuabdé - on occasions. It is recor--
mended that these features, preferably combined as a single unit,
be mrovided in future onerations.

Inter Force Communications:

1. CTF 86-maintained communication links with the PT's, the
minesweepers, the destroyers of the screen, and the carriers of
Task Force 88 on HF voice channels,.. All proved satisfactory.
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2. This command mnintained W/T links with the other task
force commanders-end NCWIF on N-13, the regular task force com-
mander's circuit, and on N-13a, the high sneed telenrinter cir-
cuit, and maintained as special link (which finelly settled on
560 kcs ag a frequency after exneriments with meny others) with
NCWTT to handle the heavy traffic load between these commands,

3 Three brbadcasts were conied -~ Senior Officer's -- Area
Broadecast -- and Force Fox.

L. The following recommendations are offered:

(a) The high speed telstype circuit operating on 142.58 mes
(AM) shows great nromise., It could not be fully utilized by
this commsnd because rmuch of the time the AUGUSTA was operating P
outside its range., At times, a high static level interfered ‘
with omeration, ~nd shock of own gunfire tended to jar the re-
celver out of alignment. It was difficult to determine when a
vessel on the oppositg flank was sending, thus other units trans-
missions were often inadvertontly interferred with by this com-
mand (and viee versa). It is believed that much of above diffi-
culties could be overcome by using an FM set with two or nore
frequencies assigned by sectors.

(b} It is felt the broadcasts could heve been consolidated to
two, preferebly by rerunning the necessary area broadcest
numbers on the force fox.

Traffic Statistics:

1.  The following statisties cover the period from 0800, D-1
day until 0800, D »nlus 15 day:

Total messages from or to CTF 86 - 5122
Lver-ge per day - 320
Aprroximately 60% of these were encrypted.

This does not include voice tranemissions that were not writtoer
up, trsnsmissions on spotting circuits, services, relays, or
intercept traffic. If above are included approximately 10,500
messages were recorded in communication office of CTF 86 during
this meriod

2 From the time the OTC Fox woas established on D day until
the 30th, a total of 1934 mnssages were sent, Of these 265 were
originated by CTF 86 e#nd 670 were oddressed to this commend,
Under heavy traffic ccnditinns, the following average times were
required to effect delivery of messages of various precedences
on this circuit:

Urgent - 1 hour 13 minutes.
Operation Priority ~ 3 hours 34 minutes.
Priority - 7 hours 31 minutes.
Routine - 19 hours 25 minutes,
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No deferred messages were sent, The average message was 100
grours long, The average number of messages per day was 129
which at the operating speed used resulted in nearly contiwnunus
operation, It might be noted that cs the average number of
messages ner day on the area broadeast was 112, that these
broadcasts could have been combined without eliminating any
messages if it could have been possible to reduce the average
length from 100 grouns to 60 grouns, This illustrates the nost
practical method for sneeding un-communications. Given a cer-
tain number of mesgsages to c¢lear, the problem can be met by

{a) TIncreasing the number of circuits in use,
(b} Increasing the sneed of omeratorsa.
(¢} Reducing the average longth of mecssages.

(2) may be limited by nersonnel, material, or frequencies avail-
able, (b) can not be effoctively accomplished on most circuits.
However, {(c} offers great nossibility, especislly if very long
messages can be eliminated., If out of six messages-five are 50
grounps each and the remaining one & thousand groups, the average
1s still over 200 grouns. With excellent coders and operators,
approximetely seven hours is required to encynher and deliver

a thousand group message, even with a single trensmission,

~11~ Enclosurs (&)
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GUNFIRE SUI'PORT NOTES

I. Left Flank (15-30 August)

The prelininary phases of this report deals with the Zunfire
support of the assault troops in the Sitka area. Details of fhe
plan including sectors of responsibility, types of targete gun-
fire lines, flre support arezs and other pertlnent informatina
and duties of the support force nay be found in ComCruDiv & Li-
nex "B" to Operation Plan 3-L4, appcnded hereto,

The Support Force under Rear Admiral DAVIDSON was divided
in to four gunfire support units as followe:

86.2 Supvort Force - Rear Admiral DAVIDSON ,

(a) 86.2.1 8itke Gunfire Support Unit "i"

U.S8.5. SOMERS
(b) 36.2,2 Sitka Gunfire Support Unit "B”

U.S.S. AUGUSTA (F)
H.M.S. LOOKOUT

(c) 86.2.3 Romeo Gunfire Support Unit "C"

H.M.8. DIDO
U.S.3. GLEAVES

(d) 86.2.4 Reserve - Arriving at about H-180 minutes French
Ship LORRAINE. .

No preliminary naval bombardment was scheduled in an effort
to maintain maximum secrecy and surprice not only so that the
Sitka and Romeo forces could be landed successfully but that
subsequent ecsault by the Alpha, Delta, and Camel Forces might
be made under as favoresble conditions of tactical surprise ro
possible, However, attadk on targets of opportunity endangering
the landing of the assault forces and calls for fire by Shore
Fire Control and Beedex Parties were provided for, W.P. and
smoke were to be used to screen forces from direct observation
by enemy batteries if necessary. *
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15 August "D" Day

0453 U.S.S. SOUERS fired one salvo, closed renge and fired
second salvo at German Corvette which resulted in fires and
numerous explosions, vessel later identified as German fast o¥-
cort ship Schnell Gelleit No. 21, broke in two and sank. it
had been on patrol out of Marseille when encountered abouh 5 milies
S.E, of Tle du Port Cros,

0508 U.S.S. SOMERS opened fire on a second German Corvetto
"IOMOCICY  which had besn operating with the S.5.#21 and had
attenpted to ezcapre. Numerous hits were obltained end after in-
effectual return fire with automatic weapors the crew of the
COMCCID®™ =bandoned shlp. A boarding party sent aboard the Gerimin
ehip returned with various important documents including ceitsil
charts containing swvyept channels and mine fields of Toulon <¢.~°
Genoa areas. The "COMOCIO"™ sank immediately after the boardi: .
party had debarked.

07423 H.M.S. DIDO commenced firing on command post at 317-
034 in Cape Negre scetion in support of French Troops securing
the left flank in the vicinity of Caveliere who were meeting
eneny opposition.

0G10B U.S.8., AUGUSTA commenced firing on enemy troops locseted
in fort at 301-869 Port Cros Island. Nine rounds 8"/55 cal. am-
runition expended, results unobserved, Enemy opposition met on
the Island of Port Cros wag driven into the Fort. This strong
point was fired on several times during the morning by the U.S.S.
SOMERS and H,.M.S. LOOKOUT. TFiring was accurate and effective
in keeping the eneny under cover but could not dislodge him
from his positionn behind heavy stone walls and in tunnels.

Farlier in the morning H.M.S. LOOKOUT fired on eneny troops
at coordinates 355891 on the Islend of Levant ih accordance with
the reduest of SFCP #28. There remained but one enemy strong
point on this i¥Msand after daylieht. It was being dealt with by
the First Speclql Service Force. 4t 2234 August 15, 1944 report
was received from the First Special Service Force that all of the
Island of Levent was in friendly hands.

At 1026B on 15 August the U.S.S. AUGUSTA in response to s
call for fire by SFCP #3234 stating that-a counter attack was in
rrogress at 330-030 East of Cape Negre, fired six rounds but
was requested to cease fire because of danger to own troops.

CTF 86 then ordered the H.M.S. DIDO to furnish fire support
as requsested by SFCP #34, this ship being in the best positicn
to do so. At 1143 the DIDO cornenced firing on enemy troops on
Cavaliere Besch with excellent results. At the =eme time the
U.S.S. GLEAVES was giving fire support to FOO 35 at coordinates
325-078 on Cavaliere Beach. Shooting was effective but observa-
tion was difficult due to poor visgibility.’ »
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It was apparent 2t this time that the most urgent requests
for fire support would be at the area around the old fort on
Port Cros Island and the Cavaliere Beech area where the French
Commandos were neeting moderate resistance, The situation
throughout the Sitka area was deemed to be well in hand.

During the afternoon of 15 August 1944 the U.S.3. SOMRS
fired a total of 318 5"/38 common projectiles =nd 20 white phos-
phorus rounds =t the old fort located on Port C.ros and the area
immediately surrounding.it, The U.S5.8. ~UGUST". fired 92 ounds
&:/55 cal. emmunition at the same target with ~2gults re-.r-ted
as 75% effective ty spotters. In addition tc tae navel »crbiard
ment this area was pounded with 16 - 1,000 1b, bombs by :irerai®.

At days end the fort showed no indication of surrcndering
and the bomberding 3hips retired for the night,

16 _Aunust 1944

On the 16%h of ‘ugust the situation was as follows: Tslzni
of Levant carpsured, Icland of Port Cros in allied hands exczpt
for enemy pocket of resistance located in old fort, Frenchh Groupe
de Commendcos 1ad worked inlend as planned ani control of Cape
Negre hed yass:@ to the é6th Corps. Sitka ships were dispersed
for fire surport sz followz: SOMERS and AUCUSTA supporting troops
on Island of Port Cros wibh the AUGUSTA prepared to fire on main-
land North of grid 000. The GZLEAVES was located off Cape Negre
to furnish fire support in areas between Cape Negre and Cape Benah.
The H.M.S. DIDO was located due East of the Island of Levant to
fire on targets of oprortunity on the mainland in the Romeo area,

Urgent fire requests expected from FCP party on Port Cros
were not forth coming, At 1800 on the 16th, sirteen dive bombers
attacked fort on Port Cros with 32 thirty-two 1,000 1b bonmbs
scoring 6 direct hits but the enemy refused to surrender. At
1849B the U.S.S. AUGUSTA fired 63 rds 8" HC with stell nose plugs
at enemy strong point located in old fort at Port Cros. SFCP#29
reported firz A0% effective, 4t 1934, 16 August, the GLEAVES =
fired 30 rds. white phosphorus laying smoke screen to cover as-
sault of own troops on same strong point. SICP party reported
nission scucessful, firing very good. During day and p-ior %o
the laying of “he srmcke screen the U.S.S. SOMIRS had fired 658
rds. 5"/3£ cowwon and 24 rds. of white phcsphorus at the old fort
but the eremy 4ung on to their rosition with tenacity. It was
beconing apparent that the caliber of the shells used to reduce
the fortress were insufficient to dnrage the masonry.

On the mainland in the Ronen ares the U,S.S. GLEAVES had been
furnishing excellent fire supnurt t» French troops ashore. FOO #35
requested fire on enemy strong point at BU 304~024. By 1146B when
cease fire was given, 131 rds. 5"/38 comnon had been expended and
mission wes reported successful, area well covered.
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- iﬁ theﬂzf%érnoon the GLEAVES took under fire, at the request
of FOO #35, an enemy strong point at BU 276=-997 whlch was covering

area of Pointe de Gouron. Majority of salvos landed in areas, 64
rds. of A.A. Common was expended,

The H.M.S. DIDO fired for F0O party on right flank of the
French Commandos in Cape Negre area with effective results during
the day.

As the bombarding forces retired for the night on 16 August
the situation ashore in the Rorneo area was considerably improved
but the 0ld fort on Port Cros Island still seemed impervious to
atteck from land, sea, and air.

17 August 1944

Sitka assault plan still in effect, sole remaining obstacle
to the successful completion of Op-Plan 3=-Ll being the enemy
strong point at 61d Chateau Fort in Port Cros Island. Attack
on this target made by First SPGClol Service Forces after laying
on smoke screen by SOMERS on 16 <ugust failed to dislodge the
enemy. At 1105 on 16 August the Chateau Fort was again attacked
by dive bombers, several direct hits being reported, but enemy
wes still not ready to surrender. At 1111 AUGUSTA opened fire
on Chateau Fort using 8"/55 4.P. shells, numerous direet hits
being observed. Forty-two rounds were expended upon the target,
apparently with little effect; the enemy at this time gave in--
dication that it would not surrender to navel gunfire. CTF 86,
meanwhile, reelizing that 8" shells were not heavy enough, had
requested that H.M.S. RAMILLES be assigned to the Sitka area
for duty. -The RAMILLES rcported at 1130 and &t 1255 the RAMILLES
opened fire on fort using 15" A.P. projectiles, 1311 white flag
appeared over target, RAMILLES ceased fire huVlﬂ5 expended 12
rounds of nain battery anmuhition,

Upon the surrender of this target the Sitka assault phase
was wompleted and CTF 86, Post assault gunfire support plan,
operation plan #5-44 was placed intb effect.

The Post Lssault Plan had two objects in mind (1) to protect
the left flank of the Alpha Forces and (2) to furnish support
for the troops in their drive on the Toulon-Marseilles areas.

On the evening of August 17th, plans were formulated for the
sweeping of channels to enable chlpQ to furnish fire support
to troops on the meinland approaching “Toulon and for the assault
on the island of Porquernlles, Channels were to be swept from
a point one mile south of Cape Benet to a point one mile south
of Cape de l'Bsterel, Another chsnnel was to be swept in a north-
south éirection between the Island of Porauerolles and Port Cros.
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To protect minesweeping activities, ships were assigned to cover
coastal batteries on the Island of Porquerolles and the area on
the mainland from Cape de 1'Esterel to Cape Benat. In addition
the U.5.S8. "UINCY, H.M.S. ATAX ané F.S. GLOIRE were to arrive
in Rade Bormes at 180630 prepared to support advence of the 3rd
Division. CTF 86 made plans at the sane time for the bombardment
of the Island of Porquerplles prior to sending a "white flag"
party to that island should it desire to surrender,

18 August 1944

: M/S Flotilla 5 began sweeping operations in the Rade D'Hyeres
early in the mcrning at 0915 battery in wieinity of Cite Des Bor-
-nettes opened fire on minesweepers, battery teken under fire by
U.S.S. NUINCY and effectively silenced. Shortly after nid-day
the F.S8. LORRAINE ({BB) began firing on Fort Repentance (Z 168-
859) using alr spot, Twenty-seven rounds H.E. amnunition expended,
At 1345 LORRAINE fired on battery on Cape Medes (Porquerolles Is.)
scoring a direct hit and destroying target., Thls prelininary
bombardment preceded the approach of the "white flag" party in
PT 215. Batteries on Giens Peninsula took PT 215 uncder fire dur=-
ing the approach and forced it to withdraw, there was no fire
upon it by the batteries in Porquerolles however, The U,S.S.
AUGUSTA took under fire the batteries on Giens Peninsula that
fired on "white flag" party. No further attenmpt was made during
the day to get PT 215 to the Island of Porquerolles but both 1t
and the Giens Peninsula was subject to further "softeaninz up"
bombardment. During the day the F.S, GLOIRE fired effectively for
SFCP at coordinates Z 137-996 and Z 129-006, cxpending & total
of 164 rds of ammunition. The U.S.S. AUINCY fired on coordinates
Z 094-014 for SFCP, mission successful, '

The withdrawal of minesweepers for osther operations delayed
gunfire support ships and hindered operations in the Rade D'Hyeres
area, AGmiral DAVIDSON requested of CWNTF a similar force to
continue sweeping operations so as not to deprive forces ashore
of adequate naval supporting fire,

During the evening of the 18th August plans were laid for the
gunfire attack on San Mandrier on 19 August. Admiral DAVIDSON
requested that F.S. STRASBURG at Y 909-934 and cruiser at ¥ 913-
937 be inclucfed in any scheduled aerial bombing of this area as
it was believed that these ships could be used similar to shore
batteries and would furnish counter battery fire.

Left flank forces ashors roported to be making excellent
progress, ships unable to furnish adequate fire support due to
unswept condition of Rade D'Hyeres. Copmander minesweeps was
urgently requested to continue sweeping operctions in this area
and make report as soon as possible on progress. The use of this
arca by fire support ships was urgently needed for the assault on
Toulon even though it wasn't swept in time to allow ships to sup-
port forces proceeding inland.
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19 August 1944

On 19 August Admiral DAVIDSON planned a reconnaissance of the
San Mandrier ares to test defenses around Toulon. For this pur-
pose the heavier gunned assault ships were to bombard San Mancdrier
where it was known that the enemy had several large celiber guns
with ranges of 38,000 yards and also the F.S. STRASKOURG inside
Toulon herbor. This bombardment was to be carried out behinc a
smoke escreen using air spot. Cruisers and destroyers were posted
to seaward of Porquerolles to keep batteries on that island and
the Giens Peninsula under surveillance using VOS spotting planes.
4 heavy eruiser and a light cruiser plus destroyers were aSSJrnad
to suppcrt with counter battery fire the advance of the hllied
~rales on Toulon., These ships were stationed to the scuth of
Port Cros and were to use VOS spot.

The San Mandrier area and Toulon harbor was scheduled to be
heavily bombed during the day, sc Aéairal DAVIDSON postponed the
naval bombardment until 1600, After the aerial attack planes
reported gun area on San Mandrier well covered anc¢ the F.S.
STRASHOURG listing slightly end a cruiser in the Toulon harbor as
well as several other ships listing heavily. Later on an inspec-
tion trip, it was learned that these French ships were mot
manned and further that the STRASBOURG had been sunk by the French
to prevent the Germans form using her as a block ship. Heavy
flak was encountered by planes over San Mandrier,

From 1600 to 1700 on 19 sugust, the AUGUSTA, LORRAINE, NEVA4DA,
KEARNY, ERICSSON, EBERLE and GLESVES conducted bombardment of
Mandrier under cover of smoke with air cover and air spot. NEVADA
scored direct hit on stern of BB STRASBOURG and several near mnisces
expending 125 rounds 4.P. PF.S. LORRAINE fired 60 rds. of 4,P. nn
neval turrets emplaced on San Mandrier covering area well, U.S.S.

AUGUSTA fired 27 rds. at K21 (2 - 340 mm. zuns on .San Mandrier),
The F.S. LORRAINE moved out from under cover of smoke to fire and
experienceal no return fire. There appeared to be little sign of
activity on San Mandrier although J-46 on the northern side wsas
reported firing, probably inland on troops advancing on Toulon
as no splashes were observed to seaward,

MONTCALM received mission to fire in support of troops in
Hyeres area but targets were out of range due unswept condition
of Hyeres Roads,

At 1609 GEORGES LEYGUES fired on guns at 104-998 neear Gulf
Hotel (Hyeres) in response to call from SFCP., Area well covered,
no more enemy action seen, sizbty-seven rounds expended on the
target.
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U.S5.8. "UINCY fired 20 rounds on guns at U 068-012 at the
request of SFCP 36, mission successful, and 15 rds. on target at
Z 172-027 area covered. In addition QUINCY fired 104 rounds
on barrack at 153-855 (Porquerolles) setting barracks on fire
and destroying one gun. Twenty-eight rounds were fired on target
at 150-€33, esrea well covered (Porquerolles),.

"Minesweepers in Rade L 'Hyeres reported being fired upon by
batteries at Cap de 1'Esterel. 4An effort was made to take these
batteries under fire to allow continuance of minesweeping un-
molested but no activity could be located by air spots,.

During the day it was decided that an amphibious operation
against the island of Porquerolles would be unnecessary as there
appeared to be very little activity on the island, and it nust
agssuredly fall upon the capture »f Toulon by the French, Command-
ing Gener=l 7th srmy was so informed,

As a result of the days reconnaissance of San Mandrier and the
surveillance of the Giens Peninsula and the Island of Porquerolles
it appeared that the heavy aerial and naval bombardment of the
area had been effective and 1little resistance could be expected,
Such, as later proved, was not the case. Once again it had been
proved that heavy serial bembardment and attack with large cali-
ber naval guns is ineffective against well established positions
and they c¢an only be put out of action by direct attack of troops
on foot,.

During the day traops ashore continued to make excellent
progress ancé on the evening of the 19th plans were made for the
assault on Toulon to be conducted on the 20th, Comnander Mine-
sweepers {5th M/S Flotilla) was notified that the Rade D'Hyeres
area must be swept and available to fire support ships by 0700
on the 20th if at all possible., Conference of the commanding
officers of all ships to tekepars in the assqult was calleden pard
the flagship by Admiral DAVIDSON., Location of ship was to be
as follows: DUGUAY TROUIN, DIDO, FANTASQUE in Rade D'Hyeres on
call supporting advance on Hyeres and westward. PHILsDELPHIA and
MALIN surveillance of Giens and Porquerolles, spot by PHIL:DELPHIA
planes. Jdmiral JAUJARD in MONTCALM with GEORGES LEYGUES and
LORRLINE south of Grande Rade on call with three air spotting nmis-
siong continuously. QUINCY south of Cap Sicie, one spotting mis-
sion oontinuously. OVAHA and NEVADA south of Cap alon, one spot-
ting nission continuously. AUGUSTA and EMILE BERTIN south of Gran
Passe on call, All ships to be on station by 200800, Destroyers
with o0il fog generators were to be available to lay smoke screens,
No pre-arranged targets were given for the attack, ships were so
placed as to have heaviest guns available for the largest counter
batteries, Fire was to be on csll fron SFCP or from spotting
planes on targets of opportunity.
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20 August 1944

The assault on Toulon by naval forces scheduled to start
at dewn was delayed until about 1000 because of spotting diffi-
culties., Arny Air Forces attacked San Mandrier with fighter
bombers and medium bombers quite heavily during the morning,
Flek over area was heavy and accurate, Several planes were
shot down. ZEffect of aerial bonbardment on batteries of this
strong point did not warrant further risk of aircraft. During
early morning; Admiral DAVIDSON sent out despatches assigning
specific areas to be covered by various assault ships for neutra-
lizetion pruposes:

QUINCY was to cover areas 9400 FC 34.
AUGUSTA was to cover areas 9802 TFC 34.
MONTCALM was to cover areas 9500 FC 34.
CEORGES LEYGUES was to cover areas 9700 TFC34,

Batteries on San Mandrier and Cape de 1tEsterel were very
active during the day. In addition ¥K-40 (025-935) was reported
. to be active. Firing was accurste and numerous straddles were
obtained necessitating the laying of sroke screens and the re-
tiring of ships beyond rsnge of shore batteries whenever they
were not actually engaged in shotting et targets that could be
observed, LE FANTASQUE was hit on its port torpedo tube by the
battery on Cap L' Isterel and the F.S. GEORGES LEYGUES suffered
a shell hit on her starboerd after 4LO0MM quadruple mount. Responsibl:
eneny battery not located. Casualties were incurred on both
vegsels. In addition one minesweeper in Rade d'Hyeres was holed
by a shell fired from Cap de L'Esterel, All other batteries were
inactive, or were so well camouflaged as to avpear inactive, to
spotting planes. During the day all active hatteries were en-
gaged, usual results being a temporary suspension of activity
followed by another period of activity. This resulted in some -
ships being unable to carry out fire missions. Gruéﬁers and VOF
spotting planes constantly se:ured all sreas for*»8tive tarrets.
Fsauwy flak over San Mandrier prevehted toc close cbservatien in
that case,

Fire Missions.

lo UoScS. NEVADA

0834 - Fired 5"/38 battery on target of opportunity.

0901 - Commended firing on active battery at Y—805 915
using air spot. Mission successful, no*further
activity in area. 28 rounds H.C. (12") expended,

1013 - Fired on J0O1 (Y-793-968) using air spot, target
destroyed, dirset hit, 70 rounds H, C ilh") expended,

1244 - Fired on b constal defense guns at Y-866- -898, air
spot, guns destroyed, 71 rounds H,C. (14") expended.

1321 - Fired on K=-39 (Y~938—920), L-90mm zuns, air spot,
target destroyed., 15 rounés H,C. (1 A"S expended,

1749 - Fired on J=3% ¥-877-914 (3-75nm gunu), air spot,

3 guns hit, fire started. 30 rounds H.C. {(14")
expended.
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H.M.S. LOOKOUT

0735 -~ Fired 90 rounds H.E. at J=-42 (904=-923) using direct
fire, results unknown due to observation difficulties,

1240 - Pired 26 rounds H,E, at 2 gun battery located at
824-913, battery silenced.

H.M.S. LURORA (In asrea South of Grande Passe)

1515 - Given target by FC 37 at Y993-983, communication
with SFCP poor, driven out by fire from K-20 (San
Mandrier) after expending 12 rounds H,E.

F.S. LORRAINE

0825 - Fired 5 rounds H.C. at J-40 (Ft. St. Elme) using
direct fire, fire accurate,

0844 - Fired 11 rounds H.C. at X-20 using air spot hits
in tsrget area,

0911 -« Fired 36 rounds at X~-22 using air Spot target
destroyed.,

1104 Pired 3 rounds AP, nt 88 L,4. battery at ST,

FIME ( Sen Mondrier) observinsg planwushot down.

1140 -~ Fired on patvery auv 51, #LME using direet fire,
fire accurate, 8 rounds A. P, expended,

1240 - Fired on battery near J-27, mobile battery, direct
fire, battery silenced, Guns appeared to be firing
at QUINCY.

]

F.S. FANTASQUE ( supporting M/S and troops)

0804 -~ Fired A4 rounds direct fire at L-24, 5 hits.
This battery hit FANTASQUE,

0925 -« Fired 33 rounds H,C, at ST. EIME direct fire,
1054 - Fired 96 rounds H.C. at ST. EIME direct fire.
1154 = Fired 45 rounds H4C. at I=13 (847%981)direct fire,
1250 - Fired 21 rounds H.,C. &t R-27 direct fire.

EMILE BERTIN |
l, - Fired 29 rounds at K-50 { results unknown),
2 - Fired 42 rounds at Z107-935, one gun destroyed,

H.M.S, BLACK PRINCE

ls - TFired 44 rounds ot 2100-,98, good results,
2, - Fired 37 rounds at 7036 -958, results unknown,

U v S . S [ AUGUST.A
1112 -~ AURUSTA fired on Golf Hotel at Z104-~996 using air
spot, 114 {8") H,C. expended, This hotel was an
eneny strong point in Hyeres ares,
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U.S.8. QUINCY

0752 - Fired 68 rounds 5"/38 at coastal defense and Ak
battery ¥907-920, plane spot, many hits in areas. ‘

08045 - Fired 275 rounds A.4. connon at 938«919 (AA battery),
plane spot, hits in area. ’

0852 - Fired 32 rounds A4 comnmon at 805-916 (coastel guns),
plane spot, area neutralized, :

1005 -« Fired 12 rounds, 5"/38 at Y856-973, plane spot,
target neutralized,

1100 - Fired 20 rounds %" common at 887-921 (coastal
battery), plane spot, fire not effective, Inter-
ference by other ships firing.

1121 ~ Fired 48 rounds at coaestal defense battery at 905-
923, rlane spot, plane reported 12 direct hits and
6 additicnal hits in area, This target was also fired
on earliecr in day but flak was too heavy for obser-
vation. ,

1220 - Pired at efHgpal Refense-babtery at Y936%932, plane
9pot, 23 roupds,8M H.0y expanded, Explosion in zrea,
amnunition or gasoline burning.

1245 - Pired 124-5"/38 at active coastal battery at 818~

' 914, plane spot, battery neutralized,

1359 ~ Fired 25 rounds at enemy troops (903-123), plane
spot, hits with 4 sslvos, \

1450 - Fired on coastal battery Y859-898, ship spot,
several hits in vicinity of target. 35 rounds 5"/38
expended,

1628 - Fired 9 H.C. and 90 A.P. at K-20 (Y935-92L), air
spot. Plane reports possible hit in casenate, area
covered with A,P. '

In the morning at 0805 QUINCY 20 rounds unobserved srea fire
in square T 9400 in support of ground forces.

Note - QUINCY quite possibly used 5"/38 against large guns
where 8" would have been far nore effective, This was undoubtedly
done to eonserve 8" guns and amnunition. However during an assault
such as this using air spots it is believed that use of larger
caliber guns for coastal defense batteries would have been more
effective and warranted.

U [} S . S L PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA was assigned surveillancé over batteries on Giens
Peninsula and Isle de Porquerolles. Air spotters could find but
Iittle activity on any of assigned targets, in consequence most of
ship's firing was done to neutralize areas assigned. Visibility
bad for air spot.

0801 ~ Firéd LO rounds HC unobserved on 100-885,
0810 = Fired 44 rounds HC unobserved on 109-886 (L-23)
(Battery firing on minesweeps and F.S. FANTASAUE).
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0827 - Fired 55 HC unobserved on 200-827 (L-=24).

0847 ~ Fired 50.vounds HC unobgerved on 200-827,

0854, « Fired 50 1-unds HC unobserved on 109-886 (L-23),

0920 = Fired 15 ro.nds HC unobserved on 106-885 (L-30).

1012 - Pired 42 rounds HC unobserved on 106-885 (I-30).

1021 - Fired 8 rounds HC on 121-888 (I1-24) "no sctivity"
from plane,

1520 - Fired 30-rounds HC on K-34 (065 88L), terget neu-
tralized, air spot,

1535 - Pired 42 'rounds HC at 108- 885, air spot, area effec-
tively covered.

1545 ~ Fired 18 rounds HC at 125-852, plane spot, area effec-
tively covered,

Commander Task Force EIGHTY-SIX requested by despatch at 1043,
20 August, thet a group of stone houses situated 2Z170-853 (por-
querolless be bombed as they contained an observation post for
lerge guns at K-2Q0 (San Mandrier). This 0.P. was felt to be re-
sponsible for the accuracy of the guns on San Mandrier even at
long ranges, This request was carried out.

Comnander Task Force EIGHTY-SIX requested that CTF-88 inter-
rogate plane spotters ahout the effeét of gunfire on and the
getivity around San Mandrier area, particularly the large turret
guns located thereon, Pilots reported that it was impossible to
tell whether guns were silenced or just discontinued shooting after
the naval bombardment, It was proven 1ln following days that they
hed just discontinued firing.

As a result of the days activities the French forces ashore
were in the outskirts of Toulon. The Naval Base at Toulon, the
Giens Peninsula, San Mandrier, Toulon harbor area and the Island
of Porquerolles were still in enemy hands. Some of the smaller
guns that could offer resistance to approaching troops and ships
were knocked out, but the larger, better emplaced guns were still
very much intacet and very dengerous,

On the evening of the 20th, commanding officers were briefsd
in the activities to be conducted on the 21st and the location of
ships in the various fire support areas. CTF-88 was informed of
spotting missions for the 218t and requested to brief pilots on
targets K-50, K-03, K-20, K-40, and area in vieinity thereof.

-11- ENCLOSURE_(B)-PART V




, é

r assault on Toulon 21 August as issued by

ey

Location of ships fo

CTP- 86: -

SHIP POSITION 4 SPOTTER TIME
FANTASQUE and Rade Bormes on call -
GEORGES LEYGUES
MONTCAIM Rade Hyeres rC 37 0700
AUGUSTA 3 niles 3. of Grand On call -

Passe
AURORA Snuth of Porquerolles FC 40 0800
FMILE BERTIN South of Porquerolles FC 36 0700
LORRAINE and Counter battery
PHILADELPHIA South of Porquerolles Giens and 0800
Porguerolles

QUINCY 15 miles S, of Giens on call 0800
NEVADA and

OMAHA Off Cape Sicie Plane 0800

21 August 1944

Sistuation on 21 August, 1944, was not too clear, It was
known that parts of Toulon were oocupled by friendly forces,
therefore no pre-arranged targets were assigned, fire was to be
on call only. For the sane reason no bombing by aireraft could
be scheduled by the Army. Situation became clearer dur ing the
day. It -was apparent that San Mandrier was still controlled by
the enery, K-20 was pperating against land forces as well as Sea
forces, batteries around Golf de Giensd were also active, Island
of Porquerolles although showing no activity with large guns was
still holding out. Batteries on Capec de 1'Egterel covering ap-
proach to Giens from Hyeres road was still active, An effective
fire support area in the Rade d'Hyeres had been swept, Compara-
tively little shore bombardment was carried out by fire support
ships during the day and there appeared to be considerable counter
battery fire from the shore batteries. A request from SFCP 66
in the afternoon to shell Toulon and to bomb Mandrier was responded
to by ships but not by the ailr force.

Firing on 21 August 1944:
MONTCAIM

1157 - Pired 36 rounds H.E, at gun coordinates 04L0-999 in
response to call fron SFCP 37.
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1146 - Fired on gun position at 037-000 for SFCP 37, 96 rounds
: H,E., expended, area well covered,

1635 - ®ired 15 rounds H.E, on enemy strong point at 046-018
Lor SFCP 37.

The MONTCAIM fired from swept area in Rade d'Hyeres.
LORRAINE

1323 « Fired on battery at K«<26 using plane spot but was
ordered to cease firing by CTF » 86 bedause of fire
endapgering owh troops, 13 routids A;P, ewpended,-

1900 -~ Fired on K-40 using plane spot. Area well covered,
8 rounds H.E. expended.

EMILE BERTIN

1430 - Fired 100 rounds on 2-087-988, Area well vovered.
1530 - Fired 50 rounds on Z-O0LL-~966. Ammunition dump exploded.

AUGUSTA

1026 - Fired 30 rounds HC on Z-0%78-952, area well ocovered.
Target was light gun battery ocovering approaches to
Toulon. .

1059 - gired L2 rounds HC on 2-087-958, pill box, no direct

its. :

AURORA

The AURORA bombarded 033-990, 022-963 and 019=-960 effect and
rounds expended not known, targets were light gun batteries
protecting approasches to Toulon,

In the efternoon at 1450, the U.S.S. EBERLE spotted a white flag
on the Island of Porquerolles, a boat was sent in to take off
prisoners of war, 150 Germens were unwilling to surrender and
established themselves on island strong point. After removing
those prisoners desiring to surrender the EBERLE bombarded 0ld
Chateau Fort located at 152-852 and the harbor aresadjacent, Small
boats on the beach apparently to be used to escape tothe mainland
were sunk. PT 553 and 556 were ordered by CTF-86 to patrol Petite
Passe during night to prevent escape to the mainland of Germens
still holding out.. :

During evening of the 21st of August, plans were made for the
bombarding of the Island of Porquerolles to be followéd by another
party sent in under "white flag" to attempt to negotiste a sur-
render. Army was requested not to ineclude Porquerolles in any ©u
bombing missions unless naval bombardment should fail. Spotting
missions for 22 August were relayed to CTE-88,
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Infornation was recéived from the Commanding General, 7th
Arny, that it was their intention to by-pass Toulon and by so
cutting it off to cause its eventual surrender., CWNTF urgently
advised against this as the port of Toulon was badly needed to
land supplies from ships to support the army rapidly moving inland,

At the end of the dey the Army was apparently naking excellent
progress inland and in a westerly direction but the situation was
not clear in Toulon., It was later learned that the essaults on
Toulon and Marseille were to be undertaken by the French.

22 August 1944

Assignment of gunfire support ships and shore fire cohtrol
parties at 220700 as follows:

SHIP POSITION SPOTTER F.S+.AREA
MONTCAIM Rade d'Hyeres FC L& SW of square 0502
GEORGES LEYGUES  Rade d'Hyeres FC 37 SW of square 0502
AURORA 3 miles south - FC A0 W. of Ville D'Hyevres

of Porquerolles
GLOIRE 6 miltes south FC 38 W. of Ville D'Hyeres
of Giens .
PHILADELPHIA 8 miles south Own . Giens & Porquerolles
& LE MALIN of Giens Planes  ccunter battery.
LUGUSTA 3 miles south On call On call
of Grande Passe
QUINCY 25 miXeeisauth | On ecall On call
of Cape Sicie
OMAHA & Rade Bormes On call 0On call
FANTASQUE
LORRAINE 8 niles south On call On call
of Giens ;

Plans were made for a heavy bombardment of Sgn Mandrier and
vieinity by planes to begin at 1200, On request of the Commanding
General, 7th Army, this bombing wes cancelled, it being undesirable
because of the nearness of own troops to bhe area to be pluced
under attack.

Plan for the forcing of the surrender of the Island of Por-
querolles as issued by CTF 86 was as follows:
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"This force (TATTNALL, CTG 86,5, LORRAINE and PHILADELPHIA)
will attack and demand the surrender of the island garrison.-
At 1000, the target (Z 153-853) will be bombed, at 1030-1100,
LORRAINE fire 20 AP projectiles using PHILADELPHIA plane spot.
At 1120 PT #556, with white flag, deliver uttimatum. OMAHA

be prepared to neutralize guns using PHILADELFPHIA plane spot.
If accepted, TATTNALL take off prisoners, HACKBERRY install
garrison (SENEGALESE). If refused, LORRAINE fire 10 more rounds
deliberately.”

The préliminary bombing =t 1000 was cancelled and in view of
a statement, made by & POW taken from the island on the 22 August,
that most of the 1sland garrison had escaped during the night in
two submarines, (this was very doubtful) the LORRAINE was to fire
10 AP instead of 20. Should the gerrison continue to resist
after bombardment by the LORRAINE, aerial bombing on the point of
resistance was to be undertaken.

U.S.S. EBERLE wes ordered to approach beach Z 132-8L4 on S.W,
Porquerolles and remove any enemy there ascsembled who desired to
surrender, PHILADELPHIA furnished plene for preliminary observation
and necessary support. Some prisoners were removed by the EBERLE,
but others were s8till holding out, The EBERLE was fired at by
guns on Giens Peninsula, batteries silenced by PHILADELFHIA.

Carriers, orerating in support of ships in this area, departecd
during early morninwz (with the exception 8f the SEARCHER} to a
point 50 miles Southeest of Arbonne to attack 1lth Panzer Division,

At 0900, Army requested neval gunfire as practivable and as
coordinated with SFCP prior to 221800. Batteries to be fired on
wewe:

L30 7 185-869 - K39 Y 938~920
123 ' Z 109-886 K22 Y 935-929
L2, Z 1216888 IL3 Y 917-927
125 Z 123-888 JLy, Y 916-930
L26 7 124,-887 JLO Y 900-923
K36 7 069-887 J35 Y 870-910
K21 Y 938-926 J39 Y 888~921
K30 Y 935-925 KLO Y 936-929

Commanding General 7th Army was requested to adjust bomb
safety line to enable aircraft to assist ships in the bombardment
of above targets, particulary those on Sen Mandiier which were
again very active on the morning »f the 22nd August.

PHIL.DLEPHTIA was assigned to neutralize or destroy targets
%-ZBéOL—2u, L-25, L-26 and K=-36 using own planesspot from 1330

o 1800.

QUINCY, using fighter spot was assigned to cover targets J-40,
J=4Y, J=42, J~43 and J-44 from 1330 to 1800,

LORRAINE was sssigned targebts K-20, K-21, K-22 and K-39 using
fighter spot from 1330 to 1800,

OMAHA was ordered to relieve MONTCAIM, support of SFCP. MONTCAIM
was to establish communications with spotting plane at 1530; conduct
fire on targets K-23, K-26 and if FC L1 approved, shoot on Y900-976,
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Commander Task Force EIGHTY-SIX requested thét most recent
photo coverage of San Mandrier, Toulon and coastal battery, ares
West Giens, be delivered to him by PT boat and other pictures be
teken and delivered as soon as possible, giving parpicular attent-
ion to targets H-09, H-24, H-02, F-19, D-06, K~20 and K«2l.and (~213,
At 1850, on 22 August, U.S.S. HACKBERRY supported by OMAHA,
landed Senesalese troops on Porquerolles; no opposition except by
battery on Vape de 1'Esterel which was silenced by PHILADELPHIA.
Remainder of troops, holding out on island, surrendered.

Report of gunfire support by ships on 22 August follows:
PHILADELPHTIA

1010 - Fired on L-23 {(110-887) 2 hits, 75 rds, H,C. expended,
Guns had been firing on Porquerolles,

1050 - Fired 57 rds. H.C. at K-44 (075-945) scoring 3 hits,
plane spot; target active against ships in area,

1346 - Fired 45 rds. H.C, at 1-23 (110-887) plane spot, area
neutralized,

1356 - Fired 42 rds. H.C. at L-26 (123-888) plane spot, area
neutralized; target requested by ARMY,

1414 - Fired 57 rds. H.C., at K-36 (069-887) plane spot, 1
direct hit, fire requested by ARMY.

1918 - Fired 6 rds. H.C. at L-23 (109-886) plane spot, target
reported inaetive by planes; ceased firing. :

AUGUSTA

1847 - Fired 54 rds. H.C. at road Jjunction and railroad at
T 54L4L~148 as requested by SFCP #42, direct hits scored,

MONTCAIM

1021 - Fired 21 rds H,E, direct fiire at K-44 battery on Giens
which had been active; checked fire because of doubt
- about battery's locstion. '
1541 - Pired 96 rds. H.E. at coastal defense guns (223-2.,9)
aning direct fire. Results were good,

AURORA

1151 - Fired on X-23 (Y956-963) C.D. battery, using air spot.
Scored 8 hits inside fort and 2 direct hits on guns,

LORRAINE

1040 - Fired 11 rds. A.P. at 01d Chateau Fort on Porquerclles,
: using air spot. Very good results., This was the firing
planned to induce the surrender of the remaining enemy

forces on the island, .

1355 - Fired on K-20 and immediate vicinity using direct fire;
fire requested by Army. 13 rds. expended. CTF86 ordered
LORRAINE to withdraw, due to counter battery fire land=-
ing all around her and such risk not justified,
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1616 - Fired on active guns at 978-986 as requested by FC 37,
.12 rounds H.C. expended, Ceased fire, troops advancing
too fast ih area,

_ UINCY:

1340 = Fired 21 rounds H.C. a2t C.D. guns at J«40 and J=-41 (Y901~
923) using plane spot. Hits on battery, target neutral«
ized.

1405 - Fired 101 rounds HiC. at C.D., guns (Y 927-927) using
plane spot; 4 direct hits,

1512 - Fired 50 rounds H,C. at C.D. guas (Y 905-923) using plane
: spot. Three direct hits scored.

OMAHA :

183, - Fired 73 rounds. on guns on Cape de l'Esteral firing at
Porquerolles, direct fire used, guns appeared to be
neutralized.

MALIN:

1354 Fired two salvos direct fire at Fort de Giens; results

not observed; counter hattery fire forced ship to retire,

Sﬁmmary of day's activities:

Island of Porgquerolles surrendered. San Mandrier and area
around Gulf of Giens still very active, although bombarded heavily
by ships, Progress ashore excellent in a general west and northwest
direction but stubborn resistance being met on the Hyeres approaches
to Toulon. White flags reported waving on Giens Peninsulae late in the
flay, indiceating a possible desire to surrender. 'Yhite flag' weving
was gpasmodic, interspersed with firing from that area. It was
shought that -2 hand assault of San Mandrier might be required.

C.T.F. 86 requested that targets in the following areas be
subjected to bombing attack on the 23 August as a preliminsry to the
drive on Maerseilles upon completion of the assault on Toulon: La
Cride, Cep D'Alon, la Ciotat, Croisette, Pomegues and Cote Martigues.
Specieal attentlon to be given to H-09, a 3 gun 240mm C,D. battery;
He24, a 2 gun 280mm battery and to coastal defense batteries on
Pomegues Island.

C.T.F. 86 requested that the Airmy occupy Giens Peninsule on night
22-23 August as the white flags seen there indicated a desire to
surrender.

4t 222130, C.T.F. 86 issued following proposal for destruction
of Cepet by raiding party:
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Turreted guns on Cepet »utrange the gune of all allled ships
and prevent 1 neavael supprort of troop 4saulting Toulon.
Llr and navaM®pombing ineffective. Planhand destruction of
guns by raiding nerty, led by Cormander Serriot Groupe D'issault,
supported by neval gunfire under cover of dhrkness and by
preliminary deylizht bombing. Propose 12th T.iC bomb heavily
during day Dog plus eizht a$s practicable; last attock at sunsct
to include fire and smoke and M..CAF provide night fighter "rom
2230 to 24,00, who should observe gunfire and adjust fall ot
shot to hit in eastern area of San Mendrier, until raiders have
landed at 2330; then in western area. M.CAF also requested to
assist in recovery of raiders in rubber boats at sea as mey be
requircd,

Tv:o0 PT boats required to pick up Commander Serriot and
perties. at Crlvi, departing et noon to rendezvous with AUCUSTA
off Isle du Port Cros by 1800 for final briefing,., Commeands
addressed were rcquested to tcke necessary action to forward:
the plzn end to adviee C.T.F. 86 of concurrence and extent
cooperation will be extcended. '

This plan wes disarproved by army leaders and was not
carried out.

23 August 19LL

Hesignnent of shins to guniire support was as follows:

Ship Position Spotter F.S. arca,
NEVADA 15 niles South of Plane spot Tar~rets on Sen
Cepe Siciec M=ndrier.
AMIFCY 15 nilece 8.7, of Plene enot /ctive eneny guns
= Cape Eicie to Yust of Sicie
"HILADELPHIS 7 miles S. of Owvn rleanes Neutralize Giens.
o, LE MLLIN Giens '
T.ORRAINE 5 miles S. of On c=2ll On c¢all
Porquerolles
1TORGES LEYGUES Sane On c¢all On call
CONTCALM Rade D'Hyeres FC 35 Area S of 00
1LOIRE FC L3 . E of 93, W of 97
LEPLSOUE sane On call On call
OMLHA Rade BORMES On call On cell
LUGUSTA and South of Poraguerolles On cell On call
LURORA

Plans for foreins surrender Gicng Peninsula were issued
by C.T.F., 86 as Ffollows:

This force will atteck and durimnd the surrender of the
garrison, 0730 to 0800, OM.Hi “ombard deliberately, not to
exceed 100 rounds. Use SOC nlenc espot, provided by PHILADELPHIZ,
PT=553 or 556, with white Flag, deliver ultimatum at 0815.
OMAHA support. If acceptced, FRIENE take off prisoners. HACK-
BERRY land gerrison from Levant Island until occupancy by main-
land troops. If refusecd, continue bombardment and offers of
surrender, PHILADELPHIA eseisting from southward. C.T.G: 86.3
in OMLHA assault commancder, T .TTN.LL remain in sunport of
gerrison., M/S-19 will sup-ort as requested.

18 ENCLOSURE (B) - PART V



.
N

Giens Peninsula wes not fireé upon because srvotting nlenes re-
sorted white flag flying. Party vas sent achore and Giens was found
to have been evacuested by the enemy. The approach to Giens was
swept to allow safe conduct of the landing party.

During the morning of the 23rd August, C.T.F. 86 received
despatches tc the effect that French troops were occupying parts of
Marseilles, Uinesweepers supported by destroyers, were sent to sweerp
a fire suprort aree in that vicinity so as to be recady for the attack
on thet city. It was also rceported thet French forces were in contro”
of Port de Bouc and Gulf of Fos; ships up to the sgize of the
smerican liberty shin could be acconnodated there,

Overation of ships against skore batteries and in sunvort of
Army on 23 Aucust was as follous

NEVADA:

0945 ~ Fired 90 rds. A.P. at ¥=20 (Y 935-925) air spot. K-20
discontinued firing.

1118 -~ Fired 85 rds. A.P. at K-21 (Y 938«926) threce hits,
target danaged, eir spot, :

1237 - Fired 10 rds, 4.P., 17 H.C. at K-49 (Y 937-933)
air spot; results undetermined.

1259 - Pired 72 rds. H.C, and 13 4.P, at K«21 (Y 938-026)
using eir spot. Several straddles; no direct hits.,

1455 ~ Fired 38 rounds. 4.P., 29 rounds. H.C. gt ¥-22 (Y 935-929)
using =2ir spots, area covered., NEVADA near e¢nd of gun
life, large disnersion,

QUINCY:

1405 - Fired 36 rounds at K=-49 (Y 936-933) using air spot; 15
hite in erea. ‘ »

1627 - Fired on J-41, 42, 43 (Y 902-923) using air spot; three
salvos on target, 20 hits in area.

1722 - Fired 76 rounds at K-32 (Y 851-953) air spot; 12 direct
hits on fort. :

LORRLINE:

1507 - Fired & rounds H,H. at Tt of St. Merguarite (Y 975-960)
gir spot., Three hits, one right on target.

1528 - Fired 16 rounds H.E., 33 rounds A.P. on active target ncar
St. Merzuerite; two dircct hits; excellent firing.
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MONTCALM:

1103 - Fired 12 rounds for FC 38 on K-R3 (957-963). Ordercd to
gease Tire by C.T.F. 86; too close to own troops.

1146 - Fired L& roundg A.D. for FC 38 at 922-957 (guns). Results
excellent. .

1240 - Fired 63 rounds A.P. at active guns at 924,-955; fire very
effective. ‘

1412 - Fired 5 H.C. and 78 A.P. at guns located at St. Marguerite:
good shooting, guns silenced. FC 38.

1625 ~ Fired 79 rounds 4A.P. at gun Tiring at 976-959 (St.

Marguerite), ILffective, guns eilenced. 411l missions for
FC 38,

In view of the Arny's rejection of the plen to attack San
Menéricr vith Commandos, and the success of the French forces,
C¥NTF ascigned to C.T,.F. 86 the task of clesring a channel in
Golf de Fos and the opening of the herbor of Port du Boue. Also,
San YManérier was to be attacked by artillery from on shore assisted
as wr:icticeble by noval gunfire. No planes could be spared for this
cffort unless A.A. guns in Sen Mencrier vere subdued, as the air
force losses had been too heavy in this area,

Requests for gunfire surnort in Merseilles area had elready |
been received but coulé not »e regwonded to boecause of mineflelds.
Minesweepers were given orders to berin sweeping in the Gulf de Fos
=zt f}rst light on the 24th; supnort vessels and smoksrs were assigned
to M/S.

On the evening of the 23rd August, the Commanding Genersl 7th
Arny, requesved that ships not fire on San Mandrier until further
nrders. This was passed along to all fire support ships.

The bombing of strong points between Toulon and larseilles,
.8 requested by Admiral De=vidson, could not be carried out by the
Ty because of previous commitments,

e ry of davis activities:

Giens surrendered. Progress nmade in arce of Toulon, but San
wendrier still holding out ageinet repeated asssults, French contro’
Marseilles except for e few pockets of resistance, Port du’Bouc and
Gulf de Fos in friendly hands end sveilable for shirping wvhen
cleared of mines.

2L, sugust 194LL

y

sesicnnent of gunfire suvport ships for 24 Auzust wae as follows:
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_ Shipr Position Spotter Target

ORRATNE Under lee of Giens Plane From San VMzndricr
to srid 92

. PITTASNUER i ? i

MONTCAIM i FC 37 "

3 ORGES Rade D'Hyeres FC 36 Toulon outskirts.

LTYGUES oo ,

GLOIRE Rade d'Hyeres FC 39 i

PHIL/DELPYIA SV Cape Sicie TC 35 Toulon outskirts.

' Qwn plane

OMAHA SW Cepe Sicie - FC A3 "

QUINCY SW Cepe Sicie Planse San Mandérier -
Cape Slcie area

LURORA South of Fiens FC 43 Toulon outskirts

NEViDA 10 niles S, of F-19 Plane Counter battery in

vicinity Mrrseilles
, and Golfe de Fos
LUGUSTA S. of Grande Pesse ‘ On call.

There wes little activity by support ships in the Toulon area
on the morning of the 24th beczuse of Comnending Genersl 7th Army's'
rcoguest that San Mendrier not be fired upon. Thig order wag cencell-
s later in the day.

Verious activitices made the following rcnorts:

1045 - MMarseililes h=rbor demolished.
1112 - Spoiting nlane reported La Crotst in friendly hands.

1300 - Pho%tos of F~12 and P-13 show positions to be badly
demaged.

1509 Gepe Sicic eppears to be in fricndly hends (plene rcrort).

1514

Cape Couronne bettcriss active.
PC 39 reported Toulon erscnal surrendered,

t

0.7.F. 86 requested thet the isrmy bomb D-06 and D-07 in the
Merseilles z2rea and &t 1400 sent "TINCY and PHIL/DELPYIA to Golfe
‘e Fos tc suprort minesweepers which vere under fire and requesting
gupnort, Activities of fire survrort ships on 24 sugust,.

NEVIDA:

0912 Fired 55 rounds H.C. ot 7=14 (T 403-133) using air snot.

Resulte good, hit end cxplosions in tsrget area.

1003 -« Fired 15 rouncs H.C. ¢% #-12 (T 392-116) using air srot
terget destroyed,

.
J

1020 - Fired 30 rounds H.C. =% F-13 (T 400-117) results effcctive;
gir snot.
1056 -~ Fircd LO rounds H.C. =t F~39 (T 425-133); one hit on

cliffs belov guns knocked them into sse. Lir spot,
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0 ORGES 17 YQUES:

1536 - Fired 21 rounds A4.P. at 935-964 in response to call from
FC 36; good results.

~UINCY:

1,0, - Fired 47 rounds H,C. et K-20 (935-925) using plane spot,
target straddled with five salvos but still firing.

1806 - Fired 85 rounds a2t D-06 (Marseilles area) using plene spot,
One ¢irect hit on gun, 3 hits on casemates. '

l‘a’[T.ROR.!‘L :

1339 - Fired 78 rounds for ¥C 38 at Y 919-933; result unreported.

14,25 - Fired 52 rounds for FC 38 at battery firing et Y 939-925;
area covered,

1455 - Pired on observation post at Y<“936-932 for FC 38, lerge
fire sterted; believed to be OP for K=-20.

_.0IRE:

1009 - Fired 208 rounds for FC 39 at J-44 (916-930); cxcellent
firing, guns silenced. :

1128 - Fired 208 rounds on 4&.A. guns at 936-925; exploded smmun-
intion dump. FC 39.

1200 - PFired 183 rounds for TC 39 on troop concentrations and
OP adjecent to 936-925; arce covered,

1339

!

Fired 78 rounds on J-44 (G16-930); silenced guns which
hed opened up again.

Good progrese was made by the forces eshore during the day.
Some fighting wees still going on in Toulon, but the mein resistence
continued to be centered around San Mandrier. )

Army essculted the arce with artillery but could not subdug it
and requested neval fire be rezumed. ¥-20 remained ective and
seemed impervious %o anythinge but 2 direct hit by large caliber
shell.

vith a few exceptiong, the area west of Toulon was in friendly
Aands. '

Tn Marseilles proper, there was scattered resistence by the
aemy, pertieculsrly asrcund the coastel defense batteries which putb
.1 an sctive day firing on minesweepers clesring Golfe de Fos.
wproaches to Port du Bouc heavily mined.
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Assignment of gunfire support ships:

SHIP POSITION SPOTTER TARGET
ORRAINE lee of Giens Fighter plane St. Mandrier
INTCAIM lee of Giens Calling wave On call
:e LEYGUES Les of Giens On call On call

GLOIRE Rade D'Hyeres Calling wave On call
FANTASUE Lee of Giens On call On call
AURORA ~XLee of Giens Calling wave On call
essign targets
OMAHA 5 ni, S.W, of
' Cape Sicie Calling wave On call
AUGUSTA 10 mi. S.%, of Fighter plane Merseilles are

Cape Croisette

PHILADELPHIA Entrange to swept Own plane Support of M/S
: channel Golf de Fos

QUINCY Entrance to swept Own plane Support of M/S
channel Golf de Fos

Toulon area.

San Mandrier and Cape Sicie were still active and the Army re-
quested that navel gunfire continue on these stronzpoints, While
absent in the Marseilles area C.T.F. 86 appointed Commanding Officer,
H.,M.S. AURORA asihis deputy for a combined naval assault in San
Mandrier. At 1639, CTF-36 sent following message to forces in this
“reas

Force surrender of Mendrier to French Army at 1900 X By cont-
~nuous deliberate bombardment by several ships from 1800 to 1907 ¥
.11 ships fire present position except AURORA and RAMILLES in YOI
7786 spotting rlane assigned one each RAMILLES channel C and “OFR&
+INE channel A “ink ship for LORRAINE as this morning X Other sh.ps
use own SFCP’8 ¢ For ranging first 5 minutes LORRAINE seeond 5 riu
utes RAMILLES vhen range established and planes recognize own T&ll
of shot both RAMILLES and LORRAINE take up simultaneous bombardrens
X If K-20 8nd K-21 inactive RAMILLES ensage active targets West cf
grid line Y925 LORRAINE east of thet line X.

Unfortunatley the Army did not reccive the message and so ¢id
not cooperste in the plan to foree the surrender of this fortcross,
?eavy bombardnent of the area wes kepv until 1900 by naval su~nort

orces,
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Marseilles aresa.

Minesweepers completed a swept channel in a North-South direction
into the Golf de Fos. This channel was out of range for fire suppprt
by light cruisers against batteries near Marseills so C.T.F. 86
ordered a East-West channel &wept in the Baie de Marseille. 1In
addition to this a channel in the Cap Croisette area was to be swept
to allow for counter battery fire on the batteries on Ratonneau and
Pomegue., D=06 which had been active the day previously now appeared
to be in friendly hands. Army requested no fire on Mapseille harbor
a3 1t was pending capture and installations were desired intact,
Jroops were reported near waterfront in Southern part of Marseilles
3gainst which a drive was expected to be made on the 26th August at
which time naval gunfire would probably be needed. Minefields unless
cleared would meke long range firing necessawy,

Firing nissions 25 August 1944.
MAHA

1538 ~ Pired 127 rounds HC at 895-946 {San Mandrier) for FC 41,
target reported destroyed.

AUGUSTA

0837 - Fired 30 rounds HC ©n DP battery F-16 at T hls 140 uﬂlng
air spot, guns destroyed.

0857 - Fired 45 rounds HC on barracks at T 415-~1L1, air spot,
building hit several times,

0944 - Fired 42 rounds HC on asctive 3 gun CD battery F-1h ([TL03-%%"
233)srair spot. Target area well covered, battery ceased
firing temporariyy.

1016 - Fired 29 rounds HC at 4 zun CD battery F-19 (TLL47-060),
air spot. Battery silenced,

1126 - Fired 37 rounds HC at bharracks T 408-133, air spot, several
direct hits., : ‘

1226 - Fired 24 rounds HC at barraecks T £08-132,forf#FE€r42, area
covered.

1406 - Fired 78 rounds HC 12 rounds AP at active 4 gun CcD hettery

, F-19 (447-060) using air spot. ' 3 &sfo run enpladsents
festroy-.Cd, 1-CD gun destroyed.

1648 - Fired 21 rouncs HC at F-19, air spot guns were neutralime.
have not fired since,

1836 - Fired 18 rounds HC at active 4 gun CD battery F-12 (397-
116), air spot, area well covered, battery silenced.,

AURORA .

1228 - Fired 88 rounds for FC 38 at Y 915-929, guns firing. Fire
started, area covered, -

1314 -~ Guns firing a2t Y 939-929, expended 77 rounds for ¥C 38
results unknown,

1350 - Fired 50 rounds at 905-923, air spot, results unknown.
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1429 -
1434 -
1458 -
1523 -«
1540 -
1555 -

1638 -
1729 =

1749 -

RAMILLES.
1640 ~
1838 -

PANTASQUE
1355 -

GLOIRE

0928 -
0958 =

1056 -
1508 =

LOOKOUT
1340 -
1425 -

1503 -
1533 -

1550 ~
1728 -

KENDRICK

Fired 5 rounds at guns firing at Y915 938 for FC 38, Smoke
rnede observation difficult.

Fired 50 rounds at gun firing (Y¥905-=923) u51ng air spot
guns silenced,

Fired 22 rounds on gun firing at Y905-922, air spot, resul®
unknown.

Fired 12 rounds on guns flring at Y920-920, air spot, ex-
plosions and gire result of shoot, :
Fired 79 rounds for FC 38 on guns firing at Y915-936,

area covered,

Fired 110 rounds direét fire on Y935~ 925 (guns firing),
area covered,

Fired 133 rounds for FC 38 on Y930-935, area well covered,
Fired 29 rounds for FC 39 on guns firing at Y918-«927, hits
near guns.,

Began area bombardment of San Mandrier using diréct fire,
expended 253 rounds, Ceased fire at 1900,

Fired 16 rounds at CP battery (938-926) using direct fire.
Smoke too thick to observe results,

Fired L4 rounds on CD battery at Y901-923 using air spot,
direct hits on gun emplacements,

Fired 47 rounds on J=67 (Meregar) direct fire, severul
direct hits.

Fired on battery at 925-930 for FC 39. Four direct hits,
Fired 12 rounds on battery at 916=927 for FC 39, smoke
obscured ohservation,.

Fired 10 rounds on 20920 for PO 397 results unknown.
Fired 49 rounds on K-20, results ineffective,

Fired 113 rounds HE on battery at 90&—923, direct flre.
Battery silenced. .

Fired 114 rounds HE on battery at 904-923, direct fire,
meny rounds on the target.

Fired 15 rounds on above target, unobserved results.

Fired 21 rounds HE on building at 936-926, direct fire,

hits in target area.

Fired 63 rounds HE on K-20, direct fire, ineffectual results
Fired 85 rounds HE on K-20, direct fire., Fire for effect

in areca.

Fired 117 rounds on J=35 and J={0 direct fire, results good,
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MONTCAIM
1503 ~ Fired 78 rounds direct fire on J=70, well covered,
1552 - Fired 63 rounds direct firc on XK-21, well covered,
1619 - Pired 72 rounds direct fire on K-21, well covered,
1841 - Fired 108 rounds direct fire on K-21, well covered,
LORRAINE

1204 - Fired 15 rounds st K-20, plane spot, two adjecent .
batteries destroyed. 3

1627 - Fired 18 rounds direct fire on gun on San Mandrier) neer
misses, o

1832 - Fired 69 rouhds on San Mandrier using direct fire, amnuni-
tion dump exploded.

Photo summary report of'bumbardment in the Toulon area submitted
by CTG 88.2 follows:

Photos approximately 251545, except targets K-40 and K-43, which
were approximately 250900, -Two excellent sorties, Target J-L0
(Y901-023) 2 gun CD Battery, no damage. J=L1 (Y 904=923) 3 gun CD
sattery, no Camage., J=42 (Y904L<923) 3 gun CD Battery., No damage
observed, but near hits in wood., J=43 (Y 9127) L zun D.P., one un-
accountable, others appear unharmed., Some rather distant craters.
Je=Ll (¥916-930) 6 gun CD/AAL Battery (heavy). One gun has suffered
direct hit. TFive othérs appear unhermed, XK=20 (Y 935-92%) 2 cun
heavy coeastal battery., Hits within few yards, but no visible dan-
age, guns or turrets, K-21 (¥939-926) 2 gun heavy C.D. Battery.
Same as K-20, K-22 (935«929) 4 zun CD Battery knocked out. K=37
(Y935-032) 3 gun battery, light CD, knocked out, K=39 (Y938-920)
4 gun AAFCD battery, 1 zun out with direct hitj another probably
damaged, two appear undamaged, K~40 (Y937-930$ 2 gun CD Battery;
guns undamaged. K~-43 (Y 939-929) 2 gun heavy DP. Near hits but
guns aprear undamaged., K-49 (Y937-933) 4 gun light CD Battery,
not covered. J-70, hite in woods sround position, causing fires;
1 gun knocked out, other 3 do not appear to have suffered dircct
hits, Command post hit, adciti nal information on photos. STRASS-
BCHRG (Y909~935§ all but one turret demolished, remaining turret
badly damaged. Many direct hits; ship, though upright, probably
unserviceable,

26 August 194

On the 26 % August, the eneny was located in the followlngz plooc
from whiéh resistance ovould be expected. TFrom Carry to Letasque (o
peninsula between Marseilles and Golf de Fos), several batteries %
in area; Ile de Ratonneau; Ile de Pomegues; Cape Croisette and San
lendrier, Pocket of 3,000 German troops concentrated in area around
Censuela and Nequeb, who anticipated escape via Martiques, Forcas
insuffieient to prcvent this in area and Port de Bouc would be j3np-
~rdized by such an attempt, To cover areas, ships were stationcd au
follows: .
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- SHIP POSITION SPOTTER TARGET

GLOIRE . Rade d'Hyeres Calling wave On call

MONTCAIM Lee of Giens Calling wave On call

LORRAINE Lee of Giens Calling wave San Mandrier

LE FANTASQUE Lee of Giens Calling wave On call-

OMAHA SW of Cape Sicie Calling wave On call

RAMILLES SW of Cape Sicie Plane San Mandrier an

Fort Six Fours

SIRIUS SW of Cape Sicie On call Tort Six Fours

AUGUSTA 10 ni. S. of Cape Plane Marseilles areo
Croisette

PHIEADELPHTA 10 mi., S, of Cape Plane Marsedlles arc:
Croisette

RODMAN S. of Gulf de Fos On call . Support M/S

SNGI.0O and 7th Army notified of this disposition., In order to
give gunfire support in the Marseilles area, CTF 86 ordered that
sweeping as requested be started on the east west gun fire sup-
port area and also on the Mars area off Cape Crolsette if this woul
not interfere with the opening of Port du Bouc, Commander M/S Flot-
illa 5 replied that this could be done and began sweeping area for
fire support ships SW of Capé Croisette., In general, sea around
Marseilles was heavily mined.,

At 1150, CTF 86 received a report from LO 66 that Army intends
to clear whole peninsula SW of Toulnn on 26 August, Intensive firc
required on San Mandrier battery to support operation. Fort Six
Fours reported captured, In response to this, CTF 86 ordered an
intensive bombardment of San Mandrier from 1230 to 1630, similar to
that of 25 August; FS MONTCAIM with Contra Amiral JAUJARD was in
charge of fire support vessels in that area, Difficulty in assign-
ing ships to SFCPS and placing them in best 'support areas was ex-
perienced because of failure of SFCPS to give their loeations. In
addition, many SFCPS were carried beyond range of ships by the fast
moving Army and had to be recalled to areas where they were needed
for control of ships fire. The bhombardment of San Mandrier was car-
ried out very effectively with very little return fire., After re-
tiring from the area, LORRAINE suffered near misses at about 30,000
yvards from guns believed to be located at Cap Cepet.

Minesweepers clearing the &ast-west Fire Support area in Baie
Marseille were taken under heavy fire by guns located at FOl, Fl9
and D06, SOMERS supporting the minesweepers covered D06 effecti—
but could do nothing against FOl and F19 as t hey were out of range,
Minesweepers retired under cover of SOMERS smoke a fter completing
sweep without damage,

Minesweepers in Mars area were also hampered by fire from shore
batteries at Cap Croisette., AUGUSTA responded with counter bot-
tery fire and silenced the batteries.

Firing on San Mandrier considerably reduced its effectiveness
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end after the bombardment ceased, an attack by French forces ashnre
could probably heve forced its surrender, Due to narrow isthmug
approach to area such an attack would have suffered heavy casualties
and so was not mede,

MONTCALM:

1300
1323

1400
1426

1435

LORRAINT ;

1329
1345

1430
1445

L]

FLNTASQUE:

1345
L4
2050

L]

RLMILLES:

1306

KENDRICK:

LL25

1455
LUDLOW:

1828

Fired 116 rds direct fire' at J-70, 920-920, area well
covered.,

Fired 353 rds direct fire at K-38, K-39 (938-919), areca
well covered; one explosion,

Fired 156 rds direct fire at St. Elme, area well covered.
E%ged 16 rés Girect fire at K-49 (936-932), one direct
Fired 90 rdg direct fire at nachine guns (912-916), ares
well coversd,

Emptied two guns »n ST, EIME, direct fire.

Fired on gun sighted =2t tunnel entrace by plane; 16 rés

expended, target neutralized.

Fired 14 rds et 3340mm sun (Y 933-922), direct fire;
results unknown, .

Fired 21 rds on suspected troop concentration at Cap
Cepet; direct fire.

At 1321, 1421, 1450, LORRAINEs 138mm guns fired on St
Elne end explocded ammunition dump., 75mn guns fired st
same tinme, expending 121 rds on port battery and sare
on starboa rd battery,

Fired on K=-39, direct fire; observed Jirect hits; bel'
lieve tarzet destroyed.

Fired on J=-70, direct fire; ohgcrved large explosion and
fire,

2114 - Fired onm Can Cenet, direct fire; results unonhserve
ed, Tontrl rds expenced Hr day - 241,

Fired 17 rds H.L. and 18 rés 4A.P. 2t C.D. Battery
(Y 939-926), air spot, area well covered.

Fired 59 rds 5%/33 2t amrunition dumpd on San Mandrier
using direé¢t fire, Dur» ect afire.
FPired 5 rés ot X¥-33 usin Jdircet fire; results fair,

Firel 28 rds at F-19 firing on ninesweencrs, using ¢irect
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LUDLOW: (cont'd)

fire; snoke obscured results.
GLOIRE:

1305 =« Fired on 929-990, using direct fire; results excellent,
1319 - Fired on J-43 (917-927) results unknown,

1400 ~ Fired on (917-927) usin g direct fire; probably one di-
" rect hit, :
1409 - Fired on la Croix de Signaux, observed numerous hits,

Total rounds fired -« 152mnm ~- 384
Q0nm ~~ L48

AUGUSTA:

1106 - Firec¢ 12 rds H.C. on 4 gun battery at 447-060, using
eir spot; terget area well covered,

1643 - Fired 27 rds H.C. on active 4 gun battery at LL7-060,
using air spot; one gun destroyed, o~ne gun danaged, 3 m-
munition dump hit; batuerv 31lcnced.

1823 - Fired 24 rés H.C. on active 4 zun battery at 442-060

using alr spot; target area covered, target silenced.

Photo interpretation report as of 1450, 26 August shows following
effects of bombardment: ‘

F-12 (T 397-116), L gun CD 3etterwv; two unoccupied, danage.
One casemate of 2 guns in CD Battery aprear unhilt,

F-13 (T 400-117), 4 2un lisht CD Rattery guns do not eppear
to have had ¢irect hits,

F-14 (T 403-133), 3 zun CD 3attery canmouflaged., One gun direct
hit, entirely eradicated,

F-14 (T 404-133), 3 Zun CD Battery camouflzged. One gun direct
hit, two rurq not directly hit. Command post direct hit.

F-16 (T L16- 040) 5 gun A£4/CT Zpttery, 2 unnccupied; 3 occupied,
positions have not gurfered dlrect hits.

F-36 (T 409-134), 6 gun LA/CD Battery, no suns anvear to have
suffered direct hits. One glight and CP heve had direct
hits. Many nearby bulldings have been hit.

CTF 86 igsued instructions to TF 26 and NGLO for gunfire sunpor
on 27 August as follows:

Army requirenents will not be known until early 27 August., Guic
fire support shirs, iess LORRAINE and FANTASAQUE, take sane suphnrt
~reas 27 August as occuried today. GLOIRE rcndc/vous, with TMITE
JERTIM in lee of Giens. :

CTF 86 requested nilots of spotting planes be briefel on tor-

ets F-14, F-16, F-356, F-1G9, F-20 and vicinity and also San Man-
¢rier for operations on 27 August, :

-29~ ENCLOSURE (B) -~ DART V




27 August 1944

There was little activity on this day, constant bombardment of
shore batteries by ships final}y taking effect. Commanding General
7th Arnmy, at the request of the French, ordered air force to bomb
Islands of Batonneau and Pomegues and San Mandrier, expending maxi-
mum effort to the excdusion of agll other missions for medium ancé
heavy bombers, This was done in the belief that one final heavy
bombardment would force surrender, Should the hombing fail to
force surrcnder, the ARMY "B" was to put maximum artillery fire on
nositions and request heavy naval fire to assist, However, no heevy
naval gunfire waes called for during the day. In additicn to the
above enemny held territory, the following were still in enemy hands:
Cape Sicie, Port area and South end of Marseilles, and a pocket on
the isthmus South of Etang de Berre, The PHILADELPHIA was covering
this pocket, but was requestec not to fire because it might force i
the Germans to make 2 dash for frecdom toward Port du Bouc which was
only sparsely garrisoned,

Minesweepers, which had been subject to light fire during the
day, had orened up the Port de Bouc and cleared two fire support
areas; one off Cap Croisette esncd esnother due West of Marseilles,
beginning at 5°11'E longitude.

Following report of gunfire received by CTF 86:

Spotting plene reported 271320B two large fires and explosions
in area J-~44 West of King 37; following naval bombardment, guns at
K~20, K-22, K-37 and K-4LO appear serviceable but unmanned Bombard.
nent San Mandrie er, 261045B to 261115B, RAMILLES fired 34 rds on K-3..
DOUGAY TROUIN, 4 rds on K-22 and 928~ 930 GLOIRE fired 67 rés on
Kw22; shootlng effective, fires started., MADISON fired 280 rds at
battery located 445-062 from 271613 to 271830B, Fire reported ef-
fective, guns silenced, area well ccvered By fire; this in suprort
of minesweepers.

On the evening of the 27th, CTF 86 requested CTG 88,2 to brief
pilots for targete in Marseilles area and railway guns TH122. The
railway guns were reported by SNGLO as a possible target for the
28th August, SFCPS to spot. Targets in Cap Slcle4Mandrier were also
to be briefed. Commanding General 7th Arny reported thmt all resis-
tance in the Toulon and Yap SICIE concluded, that San Mandrier had
not surrendered but was no longer firing. Army planieé to-send
"white flag® party to San Mandrier; requested no bombing or gunfirc
until further notice, It is believed th: t the defenders are too
far underzround to maeke future bombinz or gunfire effective. Gener:
Patch also reported that the peninsula between Etang de Berre and
sea is free of enemy. CTF 86 notified his deputy in Toulon area n»t
to shoot a2t San Mandrier pending further orders,

- At 2200, CTF 86 received a despatch from Freneh SNOLO (6th Co~
that a cease fire order had heen issued in Marseilles area ncnﬁinr
discussion with German sgeneral ashout to take place,

Assignment of ships in Toul~n srea for 28 August, orders issued
by CTF 8% .

Ships on two hours notice X Omw plane on call EMILE BERTIN and
LORRAINE with FC 34 X SIRIUS with “P 35 ¥ Following ships will be
" in viecinity of Iles d'Hycres X AMILE BERTIN carrying deputy CTG 86,2
who will reassign ships to SFCP's ae called for LORRAINE, GLOIRE,
DUGUAY TROUIN, LE FANTASNUE, SIRIUS and escorting destroyers X
Ships hereby directed in accordance orders LO 66 no repeat no
bombardment of San Mandrier until further requested by LO 66.
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Assignment of ships and SFCPs in Marseilles areaconn282August,

Ship : Spotter Target
Ol TERS FC 14 On call
RO0FLYN PC 41, ¥C 37, own plane On call
L.DTSON FC L2 Support M/S
NMTINCY FC 36 N,¥, Corner
' Fighter plane Marscilles
Harbor

Do not fire on maihland without clearance from SNGLO 6th Corps.
It is rerorted that Maquis do not wish Fcrman pockets above Mejean
fired unon since if they break Northward Maquis cannot hold them.
They also request that road Hast fron Tarclgnes on South shore of
Citany de Berre be not fired on because of pive line work by U.S.
#nginecrs.

British CVE's in Toulon-Marscilles area that had been furnish-

ing fighter cover and spotting rlancs for ships were relcssed at
lz st lizht on the 27th August,

28 sugust 1944

"No gunfire order®™ in effect throughout day a8 indicstionns were
that all enemy pockets holding out in Toulon - Marseilles area
would surrender.today. Situaticn was not clecar as to whether Mar-
seilles would surrender in its cntirety or whether the islands
would continue to hold out., A1l enemy batterics in the Toulon ~
tiarseilles kept under surveillance by navel vesscls until definite
knowledge recelved of their surrender. Destroyers suprorted mnine-
swcepers against possible countcr battery fire, while they continu-
¢d to cleer nmined areas in vieinity of MgrQLlllcs. Orders were is=~
sucd to commcnce swoeping Toulon harbor after rerort was recoisy. d
that entirc Toulon area including San Mandricer had surrendered at
230932 and LO 66 reportcl no further gunfire surrort rcequired in
that a rea, Uron the surrcnder of Toulon French ships were retired
to St. Tropcz harbor to remain on one-half hours notice. Marseillce
surrenderctd at 281332 but the surrender of the islands of Retonncau,
Pomegues, and D'IF still uncertain. IV was later learned that -
these islands would surrcnder but not to the French., MWADISON was
ordered tn recelve e party fron the 1sland of D'If which had cone
out in a snall boat with a white fleg tn discuss terms which were
to be unconditional surrender. This W“" done to forego any further
menace from the islands to M/S in harbor. MADISON informcd CTF 86
that final acceptance or rejecctinn of surrender terms would be sizgn-
alled at 290800 from Ile D'If.

It now looked that thc need oF unfire support ships in the

Marseilles aresa would soon be wndul, Howcver, CTF 86 ordered pilots
be briefed on Jargcts on Islances T'IP, Ratonneau, sné Pomegues for
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possible fire support on 29 August, should terms of surrencder not

be accepted, Plans were also lald for retirement by BB's CA's, and
CVE's to rear area as soon as their serviceés were no longer required,
"No fire" orders were issued for 29 August,

29 Ausust 1944

Assignment of ships in the Marscilles area substantially the
same as on 28 Augusts Captain of the PHILADELPHIA sent to isleands
with terms of surrender, AUGUSTA and PHILADELPHIA narines were sent
to gerrison islands and carry out terms of surrender, At 1816 terms
of surrender were signed end all registance was ended in Marseil-
les area, ‘

CWNTF released all raoraining CVEt!s,

CTF 86 reported no further spotting missions required on the
left flank, one continuous spotting mission daily required on the
right flank, the arrangement for observatiocn orf fall of shot by
SIPCP, cub plane or 2ir spotting the commitment of the Arny commander,
‘TF 86 reported to CWNTF that gunfire support requirements on *
cight flank would be handled by light forces augmented as neces-
sary by light American and French cruisers. All unnecessary ships
»lus heavy cruisers and bhattleships were relaased from TF 86,

30 August 19hL

AUGUSTA and PHILADELPHIA marines and POW were evacuated fron
the islance off Marseilles. CTF 86 Operation Plan 5-44 (Post As-
sault Gunfire Support Phase) ended. Operation plan Flare Two ef-
fective, "WEll dcne" from Admirsl HEWITT and General PATCH,
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ENCLOSURE B PART V

GUNFIRE SUPPORT NCTES

TT. Right Flank(18 August «'25 September)

Ao Generals..

le In accordance with instructions issued by CTF 86, Op~Plan
5-L4L was placed into effect 0000, 1& August 1944, All landings
had been successful, beachheads firimly established; hence certain
areas nho longer required naval gunfire support., Therefore a rew-
distribution of ships was nscessary and was provided for in above
mentioned plan, .

2¢ In the Right Flank Group was placed 1 CA {U.S.S. TUSCA-
LOOSA) CTF 8645 Rear Admiral DEYO, 3 CL's (USS BROCKLYN, FS EMILE
BERTIN, FS DUGUAY TROUIN), 2 DL's (FS TERRIBLE, FS FANTASQUE)
L, DD's (USS BOYLE, USS CHAMPLIN, USS WOOLSEY, USS EDISON).

3. Plan 5«4 was naturally fluid enough to allow ships to
be designated for operation outsids of their own particular group.:
Tor example the FS FANTASQUE operated entirely with the Teih
JSlank Force and the EMILE BERTIN gscisted the Left Flank Torce
in the reduetion of Toulon, later rendezvousing with the USS
TUSCALOOSA in the Right Flank area on the 23rd of August.

Le The mission of the Left Flank Support Group'was to con-
duct bombardment in Support of right flank beachhead, support
advancing troops with gunfire, and to prevent small craft ralds
from enemy held territory to the eastward. Support fire to be
used against targets of opportunity determined by ligison with
advancing troops, aireraft spotters and in rare cases the top
spotters on the ships themselves. )

5s The Right Flgnk was equipped with strong enemy defenses.
Intelligence had compliled rather complete information as to number,
~ange, caliber and arc¢ of fire of the coastal guns, The largest
1ow- batteries were 150 mm, with range of about 26,000 yards. How-
cver, with railroads running along the beach as they were, there
" was also the possibility of having to deal with large mobile guns,
Following the general plan the cruisers oould provide fire support
long and short range and the destroyers were to act as escocriyg of
the capital ships and standby bombardment vessels on call for
Army requests for fire. Two DD's wore designated to remain in F/S
area at night and answer calls for fire gupport. These requests
for night fire did come in. '

~ B. Support,

le D-plus-3, 18 August - Returning from retiring area the
Task Group took stations in F/S area's South and Southwest of
Cannes and awaited assignments by SFCP's. At 0945 the. UST EDISON
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opened up on an AA battery to the Westward of Cannes, The range
was 11,000; results unknown. The ship fired 37 rounds AAC using
ships spotter. This did not draw any fire from the beach, No
migsions were being fired and there was no activity on the beach.
Complying with orders of CTG 86.5 to "close harbor and develop land
hatteries", the USS WOOLSEY, USS EDISON and USS BOYLE moved into
Cannes harbor at 10 knots. This was about 1115, At 11490 the
ADISON commenced firing on a pill box which had previously fired

on observation planes. Tired 46 rcunds of AAC. Made direct hits.
uging ships spot. By this time the DD's were well within the har-
bor, and 1142 the shore batteries opened fire on them. The enenmy
fire was accurate and our ships were straddled. However, by nman-
euvering radically at high speed and with a little geod fortune
none received any hits. The WOOLSEY saw flashes t¢ Eastward of
the harbor in vieinity of the charted location of a 3 gun coastal
defense dual purpose battery, 88-1-5mm., and at 1149 comuenced
firing and during the next four minutes put 66 rounds AAC into tar-
get area., The USS TUSCALOOSA and USS BROOKLYN meanwhile had seen
the splashes near the destreyers. The USSSTUSCALOOSA, at 1149
fired twc rounds HC (8") at the same target at which the EDISON was
firing. The range was 6850, so commenced firing 5" battery. Ex-
nendsd 29 rounds AAc. The battery was silenced and caused no fur-
ther trouble during subseguent operaticns. The BROOCKLYN fired cn
gun emnlacements abnut 500 yards South at W-53, the WOOLSEY's target,
3hip's spot was used, the‘range belng 8,100 yards, Forty-four
rounds H.C. were expended, covering the area very well, On crders
of CTG 86.5, the destroyers cleared the harbor as batteries being
Tirins upon were incapable of firing on allied troops.

Calls for fire frcm the beach had been nil up to now.
But at 1157, the BRODKLYN shifted targets, at the request of LO 11,
t0 an OP and battery fired 15 rounds H.C. and secured direct hit on
tower. - In the early afternonn, NLO 11 designated an active battery
as target. Commenced firing at 1239, range 14,800 yards, using
P-51 for spnotting. Fired 27 rounds in ranging salvos and 9 rounds
for effect. Area was well covered. Later a new target, ealled for
by NLO 11. The target was heavy artillery and 0P, at which a total
of 53 rcunds H.C. wers fired. At 1555, firing completed, mission
successful. TLater Lo 11 reported the Op had surrendered. . At 16190,
the BROOKLYN fired, using differed tyne ammunition to advantage.
Upon eall from NLO 11, this ship commenced firing on OF and strong
point in a castls, using FC 11 and P-51 spotting. Secured direct
hit on third salvo but H.C. prejectiles doing little damage, sO
checked fire and shifted to A, P« A.P.'s penetrated and eneny ‘
svacuated castle, taking shelter in woods., So fire was again checked,
and resumed, using H.C, once more, firing intc woods. Eneny was
dispersed, a total of 51 H.C. and 15 rcunds A.F. having been fired.

The U.S.S. TUSCALOOSA hnd ne requests for fire sc lay to in

Gulf Bf Frejus and departed in the evening fcr Ajaccio with EDISON
and WOOLSEY as escerts. :
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~ The BOYLE was later-directed by BROOKLYN to take Army
Lialson Officer,to Green Beach for conference with NLO 11,

2¢ D-plus=-L - 19 August - Returned to right flank area and
the BOYLE picked up and resturned to BROOKLYN the ALO, who had
attended conference on the beach. The 10 had brought with him a
captured German map showing in great detail the position of German
batteries in the v1cin1ty of Gulf of Ngpoule as of the 17th of Aug~
ust

Only two targets were fired upon during the day. The USS
BROOKLYK received a call from MLO 11 to fire on slit trenches and
guns loecated by coordinates from captured German map. Using a P=-51
for spotting the BROOKLYN fired 36 rounds HC completely neutralizing
the area. Just prior to that the USS BOYLE successfully took under
fire a dual purpose battery at the *estern end of the Gulf of
Napoule, fired 70 rounds, ovserved by 10O 11,

The FS TERRIBLE reported for duty in late afternoon and
was assigned patrol duty in Gulf of Napoule. No calls for support
vere forthcoming from forces on land and planes and ships had noted
1ittle activity during the day; so at 1910 right flank group de-
parted for retirement arsa.

3¢ D-plus-5 - 20 &ugust - The right flank group returned to
F/S area about 0630. Informed by C. P, HUGHES that there had been
no activity during the night. Heavy haze over land made plane ob-
servation very poor. Surveillance from ships disclosed no activity.
Front lines believed to be in Ie Mapule arsa. Only ons call for
naval gunfire came in., WNLO 11 requested 0~-2L {(guns) to be taken
under fire. US3 BROCKLYN complied firing 26 rounds HeC. with LO 11
spotting, Mission was successful.

The 1st Airborne relisved the 36th Division at ‘noon and
strong naval gunfire support was anticipated as the 1lst Airborne
had 1ittle artillery. However, support evidently not needed, The
733 TUSCALOOSA and escorts returned to area in afternoon but they
too received no eall for fire support. The CHAMPLIN had seen slashes
on the beach and a BROOKLYN plane was put in air to investigate.
Later splashes seen about 600 yards from BROOCKLYN but no active
batteries located and the right flank group departed for retirement
area, leav1ng the USS BCYLE and USS CHEAMPLIN in area to answer calls
for gunfire support during tlc night,

Le D-plus-6 - 21 August - 4t 0530, ships this Task Group pro-
ceeded independently to F/S areas, the USS TUSCALOOSA to Gulf of
Frejus and the BROOKLYN, EIDSON, WOOLSEY and TERRIBLE to the Gulfe
of Napoule. OCDD-32 reported no signs of activity on the beach.
During the night an E-Boat group had been intercepted by destroyers
patrolling the area. Two were destroyed, one escaped. An SOC from
the EBRCOKLYM assisted C.,F, HUGHES in locating escaped E-Boat. Found
beached and being abandoned in Golfe Juan, East of Cannes.
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' There -was no activity until 1104. At t hat time CTG 86.5
assigned target to USS EDISON., The target was enemy occupied
buildings a little to Westward of Cannes. 202 rounds AAC were fired
being spotted by SPCP 12, Results "good shootlng, direct hlts."

The USS WOOLSEV furnished necessary gunfire sunoort during
tﬂe afternoon firing on three targets all within easy range of her
hatteries. All three shoots requested by NLO 13 and were spotted
>y NL 13. The first target, an anective battery at Western end of
Tulf of MNapoule, was silenced with 48 rounds H.C. Area was well
sovered. Dighteen (18) rounds H.C. were fired at a warehouse and
yehicle. Results: "Direet hits. Vaval gunfire very good." Thirty-
nine (39) rounds H.C. fired at third target, an active battery, in
lestern suburbs of Cannes. Party ashore believe target was destroyed.

~ About 1835 the USS WOOLSEY and FS TERRIBLE ordercd to close
Cannss and retire by 1900. ZEnemy batteries commenced firing on .
DD's. On ordsrs of CTG &5.5 the TERRIRLE fired 27 HE and 9 AP at
two targets, one at West end of CGulf IMapoule and the other just West
of Cannes. The TERRIRBRLE was bracketted by what was estimated to be
-n 8% mm. The DD's cleared the Gulf shortly after 1900, VNeanwhile
“he U3S BROOKLYN answered request for fire from NLO 13, Fired 24
¥,C. 2t active battery, using both NL 13 and SOC for spotting. The
migsion was sucesgssful.

At 1637 the USS TUSCALOOSA arrived at Gulf of Napoule and
CTG 86.5 issued orders to TG 86.5 that "General Frederick is ad-
vaneing toward Grasse and Cannes tomorrow morning. -All ships will
not hesitate to fire into populated area, if enemy batteries locatsd
there are shelling troops or ships.” CTG 86.5 had interviewed
General Frederick and received information of planned advance. A
hill overlooking Napoule was to be taken that night.  Fire SFCP's
would bs available the next day.

About 1930 Task Group 86.5 departed for retirement area.
The EDISON and WOOLSEY remsained in assault area to answer requests
for gunfire support.

At 2037 the USS EDISONW received call from SFCP? 12 for clOSe
supnorting fire on enemy strong vpoint: This point was about 2,000
vards west of hill which Gen. Frederick had mcntloned at conference.v
The EDISON fired 60 rounds A0 but ceased fire due to radio casualty.
Results were unknowni.

D4 7 - 22nd August - Leaving two DD's in assault area
during the night proved to be a profitable assignment., The night
of the 21lst =2and 22nd, as mentioned before, the CHAPLIN, BCVLE and
CoF. FUGHES had teamed up to destroy eneny E-Boats, Tonight the
IDISON had shelled an enemy strong point prior to nldnlght .and now
after midnight the *JOOLSTY was to have her turn. At about one
hour intervals, the Army requested fire on eneny batteries shelling
the troops. The YJOOLSEY complied using indirect firs. Gun flashes
obssrved were checked with know gun emplacements which assisted in
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obbtaining an accurate solution. Forty-eight (48) rounds ALC were
fired at the first target, 39 at the second and 38 at the third.
The first target was about 4,000 yards northwest of Cannes and the
second and third just north of Ls Bocca. The seccnd and third

were probably Q-34 and Q-24, five light guns and thres 75 mm.
iring was evidently effective as Army reported that enemy shelling
‘reatly reduced.

At 0630 the left flank group returned and took statiofh in
¥/S areas. The USS TUSCALCOSA and USS BROCKLYN were in ah area
about L to 6 miles south of Cannés, well within range of coastal

satteries. At 0915, the UssS EDISON was ordered by CTG 8645 to
“Lru on concentration of enemy vehicles about 1500 yards east of
Ze Becca. The shoot was spotted by SFCP 11 and was suecessful,
Forty-eight rounds AVC fired. ©No vehicles left. Good shooting"
form SFCF.

Little activity and CTG 86,5 took TUSCALOCSA, EDISON,
C7LVILIN and BOVLE into Bay of Napoule to locate batteries by
drawing their fire. The coastal batteries complied but batteries
10t located and aircraft were direct to make an extensive search for
sctive batteries. :

While close inshore the EDISON ordered to fire on gun en-
placements,

Fired 40 rounds unobserved fire. At 1150, the EDISON
fired 4O more rounds unobserved fire.on same target. This was a 4
gun battery of 88 mm. just west of Cannes. During this time the
ADISON was from 2300 to 4000 yards from the besach,

In the afternoon, more missions were forthcoming. The :
TUSCALCOSA fired 6 nissions using air spot (P-51). Thirty-two rds.
HeCe (8%") fired at the first five targets. TFour of the targets hit
but fifth was a flak battery on a rseverse slope and it was not de-
stroyed., The sixth target was =2 gun emplacement, pillbox, and

atrong point. Thirty-Two rounds of 8" H.C. expended. Plane re-
“orted target "positively neutralized". The BROCKLYN took under fire
“hree coastal defense batteries. BExpended 15 rds. H.C. On each
varget, neutralized all three ~nd scored one direct nit. in S0C

7id the spotting. At 1414 the BRCOOKLYIN commenced firing on troops

a4 venicles, range 10,900, using direct fire. One truck was hit
wmﬂ he troops dispersed. The spotting plane located a group of

B red vehicles which were qulckly dispersed by EROCKLYN's fire.
“ll of these targets had been in the vicinity of La Bocca. The

last target was a 170 mm. railroad gun in = tunnel which had been
located by an SO0C. Using SOC for spotting the BROOCKLYN fired 60
rounds AC and secured hits near tunncl entrancs, damaged some of
the tracks, and started a fire in the tunnel. '
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The group retired from assault area about 1930. BOYLE
ond CHAMPLIN were designated to answer calls fbr fire support
during the night,

It might be well to note here that the FFI were assisting
the Army in locating batteries.,

D £ 8 - 23rd August - The group returned to the assault
-réa off Cannes about 0630 and took stations in F/S areas assigned.
the USS BOVYLE reported to CTG 86,5 that she had carried out eight
iiszions during the night, Two were with piper cub spot against
harrassing batteries, and the other unobserved fire against aetive
eneny batteries. One of the latter rmission was interdiction fire
of 10 rounds hourly from 0400 to 0600.

The high performsnce spotting plane availeble for 8% hours
arrived on station and was requested to make close search for activi-
ty in vieinity of targets G-07 and G-11.

The USS BROCKLYN had catapulted an SOC and at 3915 commence?d

firing on a 5 gun emplacement and personnel about two miles north .
7 1~ Bogdca. The S0C had located the target and did the spotting.
Jus wpening range was 14,800 which placed the BROUKLYN just south-
west of the Ile Sty Honorat. Thirtyssix rounds H.C. fired with 2
direct hits and area well covered. The BROOKLYN's plane located
targets nnd spotted firing on two other occasionss The first at
0957 was a gun émplacement about 9,000 yards from the beach near
La Rocca. TFour salvos knocked out a flak emplacement and five

hits registered in vicinity of other guh emplacementsi Thirty-six
rounds of HC were fired. The last mission was slit trenches and
camouflaged buildings a little northwest of Cannes. The ship
fired 6 rounds F.C. but ceased fiiec when yellow pyrotechnic signal
was Seen indicating presence of friendly troops. The troops advance-
ment was so rapid that it made reports of their location whieh
were obsolete soon after release. The position of our troops was
uncertain throughout the dsy and the singal of friendly troops
might have been originated by the eneny.

The US3S TUSCALOOS™ also fired three missions during the
morning, using the P-51 for observation and spotting. At 0945, a
121f hour after the BROOKLYN had commenced firing, the TUSCALCOOS )
took under fire target Q-11, 2 4 gun emplacement and had fired 16
rounds. HVC. when fire was checked following a report received
that friendly troops were in the area. However, plane reported that
guns were destroyed. it 1035 the spotting plane repcrted encmy
trucks gathered about 23 miles iorth of Cannes, and at 1037 the
TUSC.LOOSA opened fire, range 17,200 yards. Ce=ased firing having
expended 16 rounds H.C. Plane reported "Trucks pretty badly shot
up." The plane located another target Jjust south of Q-1l. s+
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This was a 5 gun emplacemént. One round H.C. and 15 rounds A.P.
fired before plane had to return to base., The relief plane was
unzble to find the target; however, one direect hit had been re-
ported.

SFCP's commenced calling for fire now and the USS WOOLSEY
complied by firing 48 rounds AAC at a building and tank gun and
machine gun using SFPCP as spot. The mission was successful., Ten
ainutes later the WOOLSEY fired on a pillbox and enemy concentration
nn the beach in La Bocca., Fired 97 rounds AAC using SFCF for
spotting at first and later shifting to direct fire, This mission
also quite successful, In the afternoon using the P-51 for spotting
the YJOOLSEY flred on a CD gun emplacement. Direct hits on emplaces#
ment, nnd area ¢éovered but battery not positively knocked out. Re=-
oelved orders from CTG 86.5 to cease fire after expending 220 rounds
AAC. The next request called for firing inside the "no fire line",
It was an enemy concentration on the beach a little west of La
Boccas A delay in authentication caused slowness in opening fire,
The targét was cleared by the ship and CTG 86.,5. Communication
was poor, spvotting erratic.. Ship fired because of requests for
nrgency. However, after firing 13 rounds FC 13 ordered "cease
Tiring?., The mission was not successful, This fact will be dis-
sngsed later. ‘

At 1335, the FS EMILE BERTIN (Contre Amiral Auboyneau)
reported for duty, .Although an original member of the right
fiank group she had been employsd on the left flank during the
assault on Toulon, Amiral Auboyneau who was deputy commander 86.5
was acquainted with the existing situstion on the right flank at
a conference with CTG 86.5 and General Frederick. Shortly after
1900 the group retired to night cruising area., The EDISON and
"OOLSEY remained in F/S area. It wasn't to be a dull evening. At
l93h the YJOOLSEY fired on anti-tank gun and enemy concentration
using SFCP spotting‘ The mission was guccessful. The SFCP called
for fire again at 2213 on enemy gun position., Twenty-three rounds
AAC were fired. Set fire to a large area, hit ammunition dump and
silenced gun -~ mission successful. The WOOLSEY's last target was
an enemy battery well inland. Fired 87 rounds AAC and smoke shells.
Battery was 'silenced, fires started. The SFCP "very satisfied".

The US3 EDISON had not been idle and had fired on call for
SFCP 11, Thei} first target was area target using interdicting-
fires The other two missions were close supporting fire., The first
a railway gun and the second a gun emplacement, One hundred ninety-
one rounds were expended but there was nc observation due to dark-
NESS,

D~plus-9 ~ 24 August - At 0115, the U.,S.S. BROOKLYN and
U.8.8., ROYLE left formation and proceeded to Ajaccio. The remaining
ghips returned to firing area and wers on station off Cannes at
0700, The lst \BTF were, from reports, moving rapidly eastward,
so the TUSCALO0SA, EDISON and CHAMPLIN closed Nice and steamed into
the Bay of Anges, about three or four miles Southwsst of Nice.
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Control defenses in immediate area of Bay were 88's, 105's and
120mm guns with ranges of 18 to 22,300 yards. The three ships were
well within range, but drew no firea The spotting plane; which had
sen requested dally from the 12th TAC, reported on station and was
LN tructed to make reconnaissance fllghts over Nice., DPlane drew
.1zht flak and a few minutes later returned to base for maps of area
1ortheast of Cannes. 'CTG 86.5 ordered the U, S.S. CHAMPLIN to cloge
2each and fire on bridge across the VAR River in compliance with
=“ouest of the Div. Art. Hdgtrs. The TUSCALOOSA was to cover the
STMRELIN., The CHAMPLIYW commenced firing using air spot. Mesanwhile
the EDISON commenced firing, employing direct fire, on 4 to 6 heavy
guns hear the CHUPLIN's target. After the CHAMPLIN had fired 94
rounds, word was received from Div. Art. Hdqtrs. to cecase firs.
Hits were observed and holes in bridge structure was reported by
sPOtting plane. The results of EDISON's firec unknown.

The F,S., EMILZ BERTIN joined company just after noon. No
missions were fired by the Group until evening. . At 1720, the RERTIN
screened by the TERRIBLE, fired 73 rounds at merchant vcssel in the
harbor at Nice. The spotting plane reported six diresct hits and
ship hurning. »

Only the one mission was flred but the spotting plane
performed excellent work at reconnaissance for both the ships and
the SFCP. The planes examined all known batteries west of the Var
River and saw no guns or activity.

Underway 1926 for retirement area, leaving the "OOLSEY and
CHMPLIN in Pire Support Arsa.

The reconnaissance reports of the gpotting plane, plus the
report that the lst ABTE was north of Antibes, seemed to indicate
that the enemy were withdrawing eastward. 4 report from CWNTI
stated Grasse had been captured and Cannes would be attacked in the
csvening,

: D-plus~=10 ~ 25 August = With the Army advancing sastward sc
rapidly, the Group noved egastward with them and upon its return:

rom night retirement, steamed directly to the Nice 4rea. Their
n0sition dbrought them within range of coastal batteries in vicinity
of Nice, the largest of which was 155mm. Howsver, very little enemy
fire was incurrcd. Roth the EDISON and mMILE RERTIN were fired on
but shells fell wide of their target. The TUSCILOCSA's position was
10,000 yards southwest of Cape Ferrat and drew no enemy fire.

During the morning, the F.S. LE TERRIRLE secured a crystal
from the TUSC\LOOSA which made it possible to contact spotting plane.
The TERRIRLE was ordered to fire on target soon after installation
of crystal, but plane had to return to base and target not taken
under fire. The sgpotting plans, during the morning, had made inten=
sive search for batteries in Var Hiver area. The rclief spotting
plane returned a little after ncon and called for fire on radar
installation located on Cape Ferrat. The TERRIBLE answered call.
Secured three direct hits and target was reported destroyed.
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The WOOLSEY complied with calls from SFCP, to fire on enemy
troops just west of the Bay of Anges and on eneny n0ftnrs just west
~" their first target. These targets were evidently playing a part
;“ hcliing up our troops at the southern end of the front line as the

ituation report of 1330, showed the advance in ths north was well
ﬁﬂu">¢d of that in the south. The "OOLSEY fired 56 rounds at the
Jirst target and 46 at the second. DBoth missiong reported as being
succegsful. _

Soon after the Army extended their "no fire line® to a position
ast of the WOCLSEY's targets and about 3,000 yards wsst of the Var

River,
At 1420, the TERRIPLE destroved another radar installation
located on Cape Nle. This fire was called for and spotted by high

performance plane. The TERKIPLE fired a total of 72 rounds of H.E.
and L2 A.P.'s on the two radar installation targets.

In the evening, the U,S.S, EDISO\T fired 60 rounds AAC on gun
smplacements near target Z-08 which was just Southeast of Nice. The
trrget was assigned by NLO 11 and the results were Tcportcd as "good

shooting, several dlrect hits™.

The Group departed from arca at 1937, leaving the TEERIPLE
anG the CHAMPLIN to provide night gunfire support.

D-plus-11l - 26. August = The Group returned to Bay of 4inges
2bout 0730, less the WOOLSEY, who had sailed for Pronriano. The
CHAMPLIN reported firing one mission at about 0115 on srtillery.

The SFCP reported results successful. The spotting plane arrived
on station and was instructed to make reconnaissancs of area east of
the front lines. He reported no activity with sxception of light

rafﬁlc heading east. The TUSC.iLOO0S) closed Nice to give support

~ ot BOYIER and CPUI™LIV, who had fire miasions. All three ships
elosod TO 4,000 yards of Cape Ferrat byt 4irew no firs. The BOYIE
firel on targets on Cape Ferrat, making direct hits on six suns anoc

costroying a radar installation. Alr spot was used.

The TERRIFLE recelvad orders to fire on three geparate
L07tar emplacements located in the hills west of the Var River.
3hore Observation used. The first two target areas were well cover-
@ 2nd the third was definitely put out of commission. Ammunition
expenditure was 61 rounds HE and 19 rounds AP. During this period
of firing, small caliber guns on beach had been firing on the ship

but with no sffect.

Later in the afternoon, the TDISON fired deepn supporting
fire on vehicles and personnel, loc=ted about 1010 yards from the
beach just West of the Var. The second targetszwas 21so vehicles
and personnel a few hundred yards South. SFCP 11 spotted the firing

but no results given on either target.
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-The EMILE RERTIN and the TERRIRLE departed for Ajaccio at
4 2030, but C.T7,F, 86 ordered BERTIN to Sitka area., The TUSCILO0SA
ﬁac escort anchored for the night in Gulf of Frejus. This left the
JUYII ﬂnd CHAIPLIN to act as gunfire support ships during the night
ia ths Nice area.

The "no fire line® had advanced during the day to the Var
ziver. -

On this date, C.T:iG: 86.5 reported to C.T.F. 86 that

connalgsance indicated that no counter attack need be expected.
“o qCu1v1ty - hence, suggested, with Gen. Fredericks concurrence;
that (a) two DD's be d881gn“tec to support right flank, belng
relieved every five or six days. Reliefs to come from C.T.G. 80.6
or keep two standing by at Ajaccio, (b) Have one spotting mission
daily from Corsica for general reconnsissance and one nlane on call,
(¢) One CL at Ajaccio on four hours notice, the cruiser Commanding
Officer to be in charge of group, (d) C.T.G. 86.5 in TUSCLOOSA
ané Contre Amiral luboyneau in BMILE BARTIN to be released for such
duties as C.T.F, 86 may assign. Suggestion "ABLE®" approved.
CDD=32 in BROYLE with CHUTPLIN left to support the rlght flank, .The
TUSC . L00SA and EDISON to retire to Propriano to remain on four hours
notice for call to either flank and the EI'ILE BIRTIN ordered to take
charge gunfire support ships in Lee of Giens on left flank,

D-plus=-12 - 27 jugust - During the night, explosivc boats
were active off Nice between 0000 and 0200, PT Boats engaged them
"and were successful in sinking the explosive boats., Howsver, the
control boat escaped. In the morning, the spotting plane was ordered
to make reconnaissance flights over Nice and Ville Franche. He
reported seeing several small fishing vessels present in harbors,
H-rbors were not .shelled as their liberation was imminent and the
snall craft seen were not suspected of being other than fishing
cexralt.

from Bay of xnges for Propriano. CDD=-32, in ths ROYLE, became
5.7, U, 8645.2, Commander Destroyer Bombardment Group on the east
“lanke

During the day, CHQIPLIN fired two nissions; one at tanks
wsst of the Var River, the other at infantry west of Nice. Both
missions reported successful. .1t 2215 the POYLE fired 16 rounds at
a bettery 2000 yards east of the Ve=r. Results unknown.

Calls for fire support missions on the east flank were few
in nombcr. Thus we find by cvanLg of the 27th, the BCYLE and the
F'MPLIN, the only ships remaining in the cqstern area to give naval
gUPllTb suﬁport on the east flank.

The TUSCALOOSA and EDISOIY were in Propriano; LE TERRIBLE
in .jaccio; the BROOKLYN and the "OOLSEY were to rendezvous with
C.T.F. 86 in the U,S,S. (UCUSTA; the EMILE BERTIN, the DUGUAY TROUIN

~10- - EMCLOSURE (B) - P RT V.



and the F\NTASQUE were all in Sitka area as a part of the force
cper~ting against Toulon,

D-plus-13 - 28 August - The period commencing 28. August
1QLL, Wwas more or less a modification of OpPlan 5-44, in regard to
she right flank, in that 2ll cruisers had been withdrawn leaving

tiwo DD's in the fire support arsas on the right flank who were to
furnish guhfire support to the troops advancing esastward. TG 86.5
8till renained with CTG 8645 in 1SS TUSCALOCSA; bub CDD-32 in the
BOYLE became CTU 86:i5:2 and SOPA in Nlce-Cannes areas Cruilsers
were available, however, if circumstances required. The situation
with the Army on the right flank was approximately a2s follows: The
sheny retreating in that general direction of the Italin border and
the lst ABTF had advanced across the Var River with pockets of re-
sistance stlll to the West of the Var.

In the fire support ares the BOYLE and the CHAVPLIN had
spent a rather uneventful night until 0345. At that time the ROYLE
nicked up a surface radar contact. Illumingted with 367" searchlight
but no-target was visible. Fowever, a patrolling PT did sec the
tarzet, an enemy E-Boat, heading for Nice. The PT gave chase and
reduested starshell illumination. The BOYLE complied, and the PT
ovenecd fire. However, the E-Boat escaped into the harbdbor.

During the dqj the two destroyers fired five missions. The
first was fired by the BOYLE using air spot. The target was guns
~na mission was very succsssful,

The BOYLE fired the other four missions which were called
for and spotted by the SFCP. Three were successful but the fourth
target could not be seen bs either the spotting pl=ne of SFCP so-
only three rounds were fired, one of which was a W.,P, The object
of the three successful misgssions had been to disperse troops, de-
stroy ~ gun and help reduce an enemy strong point. These targets
naé been glmost on a North and South line from the beach inland to
about 12,000 yards and 1,500 yards east of the Var River.

D-plus-14 - 29 jugust - Very little activity on the right
flank. No nissions were fired by an gunfire support ships. :

Four PT boats wers ordered to patrol nightly inshore from
the Var River to Cape Pérrat. ..t the beginning .of ecach patrol, they
were to contact the DD's in the fire support area.

D-plus-15 - 30 August - This was another quiet day with no
¢2ll for fire made. Troops were now in Nice. 1t 2025, CDD-25 in
OOLSEY with the EDISON relieved CDD-32 in BOYLE with the CHUPLIN.
In accordance with CTF 86 plan Flars Two, modified, the right flank

sroup now includes the ﬁrenc CL's EMILE BERTIN (Contre . miral
Auboyncau, CTG 86.5), DUGUAY TROUIN, the French DL TERRIBLE, and
the /merican destroyers WOOLSEY, EDISOM, and LUDLOW. Not alW of the
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above ships were in the Right Flank area on the 30th but there
were two DD's in fire support arsa with two French CL's standing
by in Gulf of San Tropez.

D-plus=~16 - 31 August -~ Troops advancing east of Nice but
front lines very indefinite. A cub plane furnishcd the only air
ovservation. During the day the WOOLSEY fired threes missions. The
first two were anti-tank guns, machine guns and personnel. The third
serget was troops and vehicles moving westward, evidently moving
up to the front lines. All missions were reported as successful.

The "JOOLSEY drew some fire from the v101n1ty of Monoea but no hitsg
wsre gcored.

In the evening the EDISON complicd with two calls from
SFCP 12. Both targets, gun emplacements, were well East of Nice.
The ship's position was off Cape Nartin. Seventy-six rounds includ-
ing two star shells fired at first target and SFCP's report was
"Very good shooting". The area of the second target was well cover-
sd hut the SFCP reported the enemy was well dug in.

't 2055 g dispatch from the Commanding General 7th Arny
stated he felt that no further naval gunfire support was needed
except in support of the right flank.

C.T.F. 8 also stated that the immediate task of the suppor
force left flank had been completed. Thus at 2400 on 31 August
1944, we find Task Force .86 reorganized as follows:

1. Control Group: PHIL'DELPHI:, BROOKLYN, 3 U.S. Destroyers.
2. Left Flank: LORRAINE, 3 French CL's and 2 French destroyers.

3. Right Flank: 2 French CL's, 1 French DD, a2nd 3 U.S.
desgtroyers.

1 September 194LL

In the Pirst Airborne sector the enemy continued withdraw-
ng Bast of Nice. Reconnaissance executed to Capc Martin - without
nontact. U.S.8, LUDLOW was designated to relieve EDISON.

Tire missions of ships on right flank on 1 September:
“OOLSEY

1228 - Fired 197 rounds 1% common on strong point at
692~822, spotting by SFCP, nission successful.

14,08 - Fired h? rounds A\ common on vehicles at 719-955,
using air spot, mission successful,

1433 - Fired 36 rounds 44 common on battsry at 757-838
using air svot, mission successful.

1440 - Fired 46 rounds A7\ common on strong point at
890~-839, SFCP requested, effects not observed.
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EDISON
1020 - Fired 83 rounds A4 comrion on Fort gun smplacement at
713-870, using SFCP spot, nission succsssful.
1700 « Fired 8h rounds: A4 ¢ommon on guns located at 700-853
using SFCP spot, mission successful.
1847 ~ Fired 54 rounds .\ corrion on gun emplacement at

- 607-853, SFCP spotting, good effect.
2038 - Fired 10 rounds AA common on mortars at 691-835,
SFCP spotting, mission successful.

Commanding Officer of First sirborne Battalion advised C. T F.86
that Nice Harbor unloading facilities can accomodate three liberty
ships at a tine.

C.T.F., 86 plans to keep two gunfire support destroyers on right
flank with French to be worked in gradually. One crulser to be on
immodiate call at San Tropez. Spotting to be by SFCP or by cubs, if
Tlak zets too heavy 12th Tactical Force to be called on to provide
P"5l,Sc '

Front line situation in Nice area is very fluid, Germans in
general withdrawing towsrds France-Italian border.

“IO0LSEY and LUDLOW plus two PT boats took up nightly anti-E-boat
patrol East of Camel area upon completion of firing.

2 September 19L_+lp

EDISON and ”Oﬂ on station in Monaco area for ZFast flank
gunfirs support. Ihf.hs requested a2 cruiser to be QSblgnbd for
special mission, cru_)cr to report immedistely. F.S. GZIORGES
IEYCGUES was assigned but dus to. communication f=ilurcs did not
recsived notification until too late to arrive on station off Monaco
during daylight.

At 1035, C.T.F. 86 was acdvised by the wsrmy that 11lth Squadron
was moving to Valence which would reduce availability of high
nerformance aireraft for naval spotting. One mission of 225th
3auedron Spitfires on call for observation not excesding 45 ninutes
on Zast flank. This meant that practically all spotting would have
o be done by cub or ssagull or SFCP. 1147 - TUDLOY arrived in the
Monaco area to relieve EDISON Ltut crders were cancelled by C.T.F., 86.
C.T.G, 86.5.2 kept LUDLO' in fire support area because number of
daily missions appeared to be increasing.

Fire nissions on 2 September.

“OOLSEY )

1153 - Pired 141 rounds on enemy guns at 710-856 using SFCP
spet, mission successful.

1751 - Fired 68 rounds on enemy tanks at 689-860 using 3FCP
spot, mission not successful.



EDISON

1131 - Fired 54 rounds on enemy guns at 758-815 using air
spot, mission successful.
1147 - Fired 8l rounds on enemy guns at 695-81l5 using air
'spot, mission successful.
1343 - FPired 36 rounds on troops and mortars at 693-817
. using SPCP spot, mission successful.
1916 - Fired 120 rounds on chemy battery at 720-866 using
air spot, mission successful.
2311 - Began interdiction fire on enemy troops located at
' 704-8L43 requested by SFCP, 54 rounds expended.

¢c.T.U, 86.5.2 informed C.T.F, 86 that NGLO with 45th Division
requested one cruiser standby on one hour's notice to answer calls
on 3 September.

Following message was issued by the Admiralty:

“In addition to the one 474 torpedo and the explosive motor boat

the Germans have developsd and may associate system time oper-

ated 2 men type of submersible craft nustard atthacks on inshore

concentrations and coastal convoys. There is no evidence that
~ these submersible craft are at present intended for operations
~ut#Mdethe North Sea and channel areas. Evidence is not accurate
enough to distinguish the detailsg of either craft clearly, but
the following particulars probably cover both - Lengths 18-25
feet, crew of 1-2 men, armament 1 or 2 torpedoes, periscope
probably fitted on one typs',

Pending issue of Flare 3 following organization effective
Task Force 86, orders issued by C.T.F. 86:

Ae TG 86.1 PHIL,DELPHIA, BROOKLYN, H.P, JOWES, ¥:DISON, "OOLSEY,
' EDISOW, LUDLOW and LORRAINE.

B. TG 86.2 NONTC&IN GEORGES LIYGURS, GLOIRE.

C. TG-86.3 IMILE RE RTIN and DUGUAY TROUIN.

D. TG 86.4 TERRIBLE, F:INTASQUE and MILIN,

3 September 1944

Enemy positions ashore substantially the same as on previous
days. : )

lrny requested that one crulser be on station off Monaco on the
morning of the 3rd to fire on 5,000 enemy troops reported concentra=-
ted at 743-979. Most enemy resourcss withdrawn to that areai Tar-
get was outside of destroyer range and the irmy had very little
qrtlllery support. U,3.8: PHILADELPYIA was assigned for this job
with two destroyer escorts and fighter cover by the .rmy.

. In order to furnish a sheltered anchorage for ships flrlng on
the right flank, orders were issued at 1000 for the sweeping of
Gulfe Juan and at 1400 minesweeps were ordered to begin sweeping
in the Nice area for the entry of supply ships.
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Fire missions 3 September 1944,
LUDLOW

2335 - Pired 15 rounds on eneny troops at 725=846 for SFCP,
no observation of results.

EDISONM

On two occasions during the day, EDISON fired interdiction
fire at eneny traffic on road at 704-843.

FHILADELPHIA

1342 - Ugsing cub spot PHILADELPHIA fired 16 rounds H.C. in
the aftsrnocon on enemy light fleld guns located at
702~978. ill salvos fell short, target out of range
using 2800 fs velocity powder. Necéssity of staying
outside 100 fathom curve because of possible mine.
fields in Monaco area seriously restricts naval gunfire
support to Army on right flank.

On the evening of 3 Sepntember irny reported seeing numerous
i1lied flags flying in Monaco indicating possible svacuation of
Germens from area.

A1l ships in vicinity of Monsco and San Tropez arca were alerted

gainst possxble human torpedo attacks from direction of the Italian

ooast on nights 3-4 September and 4-5 September. Ships took screen-
ing stations as assigned for night patrol. '

’ L, September 1944

Shore batteries at Mt. .gel were active expending about 60
rounds at ships in Monaco areca, nc resulting damage. Definite know~
ledge was received that the FFI wers in control in Monaco, the

Germans having escaped to the hills. Amsrican troops reached D'.iil,
Gerimsns were reported to be at Point de la Veille., Following medium
hatteries were suspected: Five guns 762-837, one gun 748-848, pogsi-
1y two guns at "est entrance Cape Martin tunnel and 3 small guns

o Jstty of Menton harbor.

Fire missions L September.
LUDLO:

0050 -« Fired 40 rounds on punq at 751- 894 at request of 3FCP,
results not observed.

0101 - Pired 39 rounds on guns Tat 748 894, on request of
SFCP, results not observed.

0524 = Fircd 36 rounds on guns at 7@5-875 at request of SFCP,
results not obssrved. .
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1510 - Fir! 112 rounds at enemy strorgpoint (716-869)
- i ~using direct fire, areca well coverecd.
1555 - Fired 46 rounds on troops and battery at Cape Martin
using direct fire, point well covered with shells.
1645 - Fired 209 rounds on ¢nemy battery at 714-869 for SFCP,
no further activity in area.

M LIN:

1335 -~ Fired 103 rounds on concrete emplacement at 735-013,
SFCP reported mission successful.

Destroyers and PT boats took patrol stations for the night,
hunen torpedo alert still in effect for night L~5 Scptember.

5 September 1944

Operations on the morning of 5 September wers complicated by
the initial appearance of human torpedoes in the -area. F.S. MALIN
wes the first to sight and fire on a suspicious object in the water
at 0€12, TFire was opened by the 20mm and 4Omm battery and the .
LUDLO approached and dropped 13 300 pound depth ch=mrges set at
130 feet. The object dlsqppoared, presumably sunk, as a pilot of a
humen torpedo was picked up in the vicinity by the LUDLOW at 0820.
5 0836 P.S., MUIN obkserved another wake and >nothpr perspex done
in the direction of the sun and opened fire with 138mm, 4Omm and
20mm guns bracketing the torget. The target disappearsed at 0839
after being covered by splsshes set up by near misses. The LUDLOW
picked up the pilot at 0900. .t about 0853 a third human torpedo
was sighted and attacked by the LUDLCY with depth chsrges and by the
M. LIN with automatic weapons and 138nm guns. The pilot abandoned
ship and was picked up by the ¥ IIMN,

Preliminary interrogation revealed that three more human
torpedoes were operating in the viecinity and further attacks could
- be expected. Continusd search was nade, the LUDLOYW depth charged,
on two occasions, suspicious sound contacts which immediately
disappeared, the objects being either sunk. or proving to be false
contacts. Calls from SFCP for counter battery fire cnded the
scarche The Commanding Officesr of the MLIN requssted PT beoats

for continuing the search and fighter planes for aerial
coconnaissance. One cub plane showed up over the arca.

The se human torpedoes apparently were based in the area around
Menton., P.O.W. stated that further attacks were planned in the noar
fubture. and that the torpedoes operated at 8-10 knots, endurance
~bout 8 hours. Shallow dives could be made., Tavorite position for
atiack against shippine was out of the sun on the bow, releasing
torpede at short ranges. Mansuvering at high spseds seriously
affected their aim.

4s a Tesult of the above attacks additional PT boats were
assigned to patrol area; their speed, size, and heavy automatic
weapon srmament nazing then lacal for such purposes., For gerial
reconnaissance cruiser scouting planes were assigned to cover area
daily, weather permitting.
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At 1130, 5 September, NGLO of the L45th Division requested
2. g ocruiser to fire on heavy pill boxes extending generally between
Monte Carlo and Sospel which the Army's artillery was unable to
neutralize., VONTCALM wag assigned to resovond to the call.

Fire support missiohs by ships on this date,

LITDLCOW:

1605
1635

2345

MALINS
1335

1727

ONT G \TI

1759

1821

1831

1845

1921

1955.

Firsed 123 rounds A.A. and 3 rounds W.F. at‘enemy
battery (713-857) for SFCP. Mission successful,
no counter battery activity remaining.

Pired 75 rounds A\

1 and 5 rounds ¥.,P, »t eneny

battery at 700-856 for SFCP. Area well covered,
no further enemy activity. :

Fired 56 rounds A} at eneny battery (740-856) for
area well covered.

SFC?,

Fired 103 rounds on concrete emplacement at
735-013 for SFCP, mission successful,.

Fired 32 rounds on enemy obsesrvation post at
727-8L7 using direct fire. rea well covered,
Target requested by SFCP.

Fired 69 rounds =2t troop concentration at 720-958,
¢lose supnorting fire. SFCP rsperted good shooting.

Fired on treocops concsntrating for counter attack

at 729-958.,

good shooting,

Ixpended L8 rounds. - SFCF reported

Pired 42 rounds on area 200 yards to the right of
above target, =nother troop concentr=tion. SFCP
spot, good shooting revorted.

Fired 18 rounds on pillbox at 735-915. S¥FCP
ordered check fire, snoke over target ovrevent
observation,

Tired 92 rounds ow pillbox at 735-915, SFCP re-
ported very good shootingi

Pired 174 rounds on Fort 16, -gel at 711-866.
SFCP reported very good shcoting, mission success-

ful.
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A Some counter battery fire was experienced during the day
from mediup batteries located at 793-869 and probably at 801-872.
hxcept for shell fragments from near misses which fell on the

7 LIN no ships were touched. There were no casualties of personnel
or material,

Evening of 5 September ships took up patrol stations

augnented as necessary to guard against possible human torpedo
at 5901\ S.

6 September 19LL

Posttion of front lines substantially unchanged, activity
ashore mostly relegated to patrclling. IMILE BERTIN sent to bom-
bardtent area to supplement LUDLOY and MALIN: Two cruiser scouting
planes from the PHILADELPEIL eatapulted to arrive in fire support
area at first light and ordered to remain on station until lOOO
Results of plane search disclosed no enemy activity.

Firing missions sxecuted during day.
LUDLOY:

0012 - Fired 52 rounds =t battery (780-863) for S¥CP,
area well covered.

0025 - Fired 113 rounds on battery at 780-872 for SFCP,

mission successful, no further fire from enemy
, in area.
1153 - Fired 92 rounds on battery at 747-8,8 for SFCP,
< area well covered.

1205 - Fired 96 rounds con battery at 727-855 for SFCP,
mission successful, area well coverecd.

1242 - Pired 124 rounds on machine guns and mortars at

728-8L6 using direct fire, area well covered.

EMILE BERTIN:

Fired 62 rounds at 2 batteries; 70 rounds attroop con-
centrations and barracks scoring several direct hits
and dispersing snemy; 40 rounds at ensmy fort, results
unknown.,

PT boat patrols were concelled for the Cane Ferrat-Cape
Marbtin area this night due to heavy weather, SCC patrols called
off for same reason. .Army was requested to brief pilots of 63rd

fighter wing on day coverane search of Menton area for human tor-
Pedoes, :
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EMILE BERTIN requested by IMGLO of 45th Divisgion to standby
night of 6-7 Septenber in fire support area. This was rejected by
CTF 86 because of danger from human torpedoes and explosive boats.
ITILE BERTIN was ordered to take station behind submarine screen

znless fire was urgently required by Army.
7 September 1944

Approxinate front line on the right flank reported as of
this dete: 783/870-7590-7491,-7698.

As a result of the interrogation of POV captured fronm
human tropedoes, CTF 86 issued following instructions to TF 86:

Commanding Officers of ships operating in bombardment areas
will employ zig~zag and diversion as protective measures when
not actually firing and will avoid lying to or steady steaming
ot low speeds for protracted periods. Unexpected changes of
course throw human torpedoes out of firing positions.

Fire missions 8 September:

EMILE BERTIN:

1640 - Fired 70 rounds on troops and pillbox at 746-936
at request of SFCP , direct hit on pillbox.

1752 - Fired 42 rounds on vehicles at 764-989 for SFCP,
rnission successful, target destroyed. USS M.DISON
relay between SFCP and BERTIN.

LUDLOY:

Fired 179 rounds on a troop concentration for SFCP,
shooting effesctive.

At 2332, 7 September, while patrolling off Cap Martin, the
HoPoJOVES saw PT boats firing and changed courss towards them main-
talning an erratic zig-zag. At 2347, A small boat was picked up
by radar and visually. Craft passed close aboard on the port sids
sud exploded about 200 yerds away Jjust prior to reaching wake of
snipe No survivors picked up and no damage resulted,

Ivening of the 7th instructions were issued for BROCKLYN's
planes to be on station in the bombardment ares at first light to
2i® in search for hun=n torvnedres; TT bosts were requestec to cune
SLinue satrels until 0900 22ily as ex | i
were most active during meorning hours.

Army requested that minc fields be swent in Menton area to
enable gunfire supporting ships tc reach targets further inland
near Italian border. Orders wers issued to sweep from the 230
f-thom line in towards Menton on linec 3300 T, to about the ten
f-thom curve, thence 0900 T to the 130 fathom curve.
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Attacks by explosive boats continued on the morning of
¢ September 194LL.

At about 0010, H.P.JONES picked up two radar contacts on
the 8¢ radar at about 2 4500 yards, chemical smoke was observed on the
52116 bearing as .the rqdar contact. Ship was nansuvered so as to be
“own moon from the target. Six firing -runs were made on the target,
fter the second heavy billowing black smoke was observed and one
sonbact disappeared from the radar screcn. Four more firing runs
were made as the btarget approachsd dangesrous waters, sll to no avail,
and the JONES revorted toPT bosts that the ship was ceasing fire but
would illuminate target by searchlight for PT attack. Searchlight
was turned on but target could not be picked up and probably escaped.

Around midnight of the 7th Septenber =nd shortly thereafter
PT boats off Cap Martin 2 miles off shore made c¢ontact with large
group apparently searching area or retiring on northerly course. 1ll
ocneny boats made smoke when detectsd and dropped some simoke floats
indiceting attendants still on board. Radar was effective from 1,000
to 1,200 yards. PTs detonated four and set fire t¢ ons, probably
the control boat, Those destroyed detonated a few geconds after
being hit without visible flame but with shock similar to depth
charge and enmitting tall ccluun of black smoke. Boabts were described
~g naving small, low silhouette and fast, even in a choppy sea.

At 0115, while M 'DISON was returning to station, after going
0 supnort of the JONES during sarlier attack, a small boat was
sighted on the starboard bow on a collision course (Lat 43-39, Long,.
07-36E) distant about 800 yards. ivoided by turning away at high
sveed, Boat was lost in smoke and subsequent sezreh was unfruitful.
It is believed that attacking boat sank and the control boat retired
toward beach.

CTF 86 issued following instructions to TF 86 in regards to
eXplogive boats:

The PT boat offers the best defense and offense against
“xiplosive boats. Destroyer commandsrs should normally permit PT
cabs full freedon .of action. Imploy evasive action and full radar
control of gunfire or starsh®ll illumination. As it seems improbable
centrol boats are radar equipped, attacks should be expected at
half-1light or on neonlight nights. Searchlight illumination should
be employed only at close gquarters as a last resort.

- Pire missions fired by ships on 8 September. PFrent lines
(apnrox) 785 870 to 7890 to 775-230 to 75-97.

DOUGUAY TOUIN:

Expendsd a total of 457 rounds on following targelts:
Troops qt 75~ 935

Battery at 750-983
Battery at 775-989
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Battery at 761-989
Troops at 740-980
Battery at 747-947
Machine Guns at 749-9L5.

SFCP reported excellent results.

1640 - Fired L4 rounds at machine gun nests (790-889) using
indirect fire for SFCP 15. Fire stopped when own
troops began moving in area. SFCP 15 reported eneny
gunners had cleared out.

Instructions were given by C.T.G. 80.5 that PT's will continue
to oPC¢ate nightly weather permitting from Cap Ferrat to Rordighera
enaining within three miles fron shors. Patrol will attempt contact
w1th frlendly Seagulls in area prior first light. Communications
2980 voice. IICTTF requestsd that Senior Cfficer Inshore Patrol nove
Western linit of 0per1t1ng ares for PT's and MTB's opsrating fron
Bastia to line running 1350 T. fron Imperla.

C.T.F., 86 informed .rmy on ZFast Flank that T.F, 86 could no
longer risk remaining in fire supovort area throughocut the night and
would hereafter withdraw to safer area to await call from SFCP. -

9 3sptember 1944

There was no reported qotivity acgainst enemy exvnlosive boats
or human torpedoes during this day; enemy troops in ths front
lines, however, were very active., .\pproximate front line runs fron
795=870 to 785-900 to 76-93 to 74-76 to 735955. '

Fire nissions of ships during day:

H.P. JONES.

1035 - Pired 330 rounds for FC 15 on troops ccncentrating for
an attack at 810-890, SFCP walked fire around in ares
and reported at end of shoot "Troops on the run, mis-
sion completed, excellent shooting, yecu got a lot of
then™.

1150 - Fired 14 rounds close supporting fire on 2 moving flak
wagon at 748=939, FC 16 spotting. Target destroyed.

1205 - Fired 77 rounds close supporting fire on troops and
machine guns at 7L5~0 9, FC 16 spotting. SFCP reported
"Area well coversd, troops retreating with casualties.
Mission accomplishe@ that was the best shoot in days,
the best I have ever seenl

1335 = Fired &1 rounds at enemy troops and ortars at 800-872
for SPCP 15. Area covsred and neutrallzed,

1430 - Pired 124 rounds at eneny troops and tank concentration

- (746-948) preparinz for counter attack, close support-
ing fire. S¥CP 15 spotting. Troops scattered, many
casualties.
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1548 - Fired 28 rounds on enemy troop concentration (806-889)
close supporting fire. SFCP 15 spotting. Troops
scattered, iany casunlticsq

1720 - Fired 22 rounds on ensny troop concentration at
74L5~95L,, SFCP~16 spotting: Mission accomplished,
area well coveredi :

1744 - FPired 114 rouhds on dug in troops and amaunition dunp
at 7L7-940 for SFCP 16. .rea covered.

MiDISON.

0500 -~ Fired 33 rounds on battery at 810-890.

0514 - Fired 30 rounds on bhattery at 828-88L.

0624 - Fired 17 rounds on battery at 810-885.

0639 - Fired 14 rounds on battery at 813-888.

0650 - Fired 27 rounds on hattery at 823-888.

0818 - Fired 14 rounds on battery at 835-887.

0825 ~ Tired 2 rounds cn battery at 827-887.

SFCP spotted throughout, sffectively silenced, arcas well
covered.

DUGU.LY TROUIN:
Flred total of 280 rcunds on fellewing targets, plane spot.
775-932 Troops
742~-890 Battery
74L,8-892 Battery
7L7-936 Pillbox
7L7-863 srrored vehicles.
Firing reported effectivs.

The DUGUAY TROUIN fired at twilight, 9 September, 65 rounds of
75mm.3nd 20 rounds of 1l5mm against 1lir ht batterics at Bordighersa
which had been firing on mins swesps oocratlng in arca. Direct fire
was used,

Batteries located on Caps /fmpeglio fired a few gcattered shots .
at 1 DISON from guns estimated to be of &8mm caliber, no casualties
resulted.

During the day cruilser planes were fired on by batteries at
San Rero (TO390) and at Bordighera (S9086). Cub plenss were
attacked by enemy fighters while spotting ship's runfirc. It can
be recasonably deduccd from this that ship's firing had boen parti-
cularly obnoxious to the enemy on this day.

Mine sweeps reported thL the harbor at Mice had been swept
and was considered safe. he arsa off Menton that CTF 86 requested
swept for fire support shlps was nearly complets., Shore batteries
had minesweepers under fire practically throunhout opsration but were
well supported by Task Force 86. No casualties suffered.

Evening of 9 September ships took up patrol stations or cdisper-
ssC in retirement areas as assigned.
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10 September 1944

ere was a great amount of activity today by humman torpedoss,
ve boats and enemy forces ashore. .icccunt of activity
cncmy 2t sca rollows:

Th
logiv
T

ik 0645 the H.P., JOVZIS received aboard 3 It=alian patriots that
a2d been taken from a rowboat by a PT. They claimed to have con-
ider~ble knowledge of local activity irncluding artillery, minefields
German headquarters, etc. They also reported 8 human torpsdces in
storage places at Ventimiglia. Thess nen were later delivered .
te Larny Headquarters at San Trcpez *or further questioning. At 1006
JOME3 319hted a human torpedo in position 43-42.3 N., 7=35 E bearing

345° Rel, range 400 yards. Speed was increased and ship turned

awey firing a 300 1b. depth charge set at 50 ft.; charge landed very
close to the target. No survivers or identifiable wrcckage was
observed althouph PT's and nlsnes ssarched area. 4t 1142 the JONES
beg n firing on =a small submarinz that had bsen in ths harbor of
snton the night before firing machine guns inte the town., Sudb

wag gpotted by a SPFCP just as it was clesring the breakwater;
coordinntes were given to the H.P. JONES to which shlp the ttrrct was
not visgible dus tc sub being submerged. JONES oonmenced firing and
~fter two salvos that were spottsd to target by SIFCP the t=arget
hscame visible as a double fe ther and small prJoCthﬁ. Shinp
shifted to direct fire using ton spot but receiving and welghting
snots of SPCP. At 1126 after two salves were spotted #on® by both
top snot and SFCP the object disappeared 2and a single survivor was
scen swimming towsrd the beach. .1 final salvo cn ths tzrget also
caused the disappearance of ths swimmer. This may hrve bcen a
human terpede but it is believed that, since it h~{ bsen firing
machine guns on Menton ths night before, and in view of its "double
Teatnsr with a small projection®, it was some typs of midget
subimarine.

The U.S8.8, I"\DISON rceport of action agqlnst human torpedoss
on 10 September follows: (exclusive of H.P. JONIS report above):

A% 0718 MIDISON and PT's sunk one 5 miles Scuth Cape Mortela

arvivor recovered. b 0747 M:iDISON and PT 206 sank one with gunfire
-u¢ depth charges 1500 T,, 5i miles from Cape Martin, one survivor
recovered., At 0900 IM\DISON stradcled one with main battery about
2 miles South of Menton, possibly destroyed. it 0921 sank one with
gunfirsc and ¢epth charges 5 iles South cf Cape Martin, one surviver
recovered. At 1216 ¥ 'DISON sank one by gunfire and :poub charges
144° T. 3% miles from Cape Martin, cperstor net recovered it 1145
Cruiser plans, PT 214 and ¥ IFST Y (1'S) sank ons with yurflre and
depth cherges 2 miles South of Monaco. In addition to above PT 206
sank two recovering 1 surviver. TIPROVTI reports sinking one at

1217 Late 43-45 N Long 07-36 I with three inch gunfire, torpedc
was ssen to explode, Operator not recovered. Tobal lO sunk, one
nossible sunk, 3 survivors recoversds 1t 1730 cruissr nlnnes report-
>0 one washed up on beach West cf Menton Harbor. Human torpecoes
were operating from Ventimiglia. . rrangements of planss =~nd FTs on
srme Trequency very sntisfactorye.
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Following actlon report by PT's against eXploqlve borts was
received:

PT patrol made following contact on 10th. 0030 Chased three :
cxhlosive boats consisting of one eontrol and twe drones. All thrse
%746 thirty knots. One drone exploded after twenty minutes chase.
Qther drene lost when control boat departed and was .chased to the
beach, laying smoke. 1Initial contacts 3 miles off shore between
Caps Martin and ‘mpeglia. "

Survivers from human torpedoes gave up papers with sketches
of operating areas, instructicns and other technical information of
interest. '

Fire missions on.10 September. Front lines approximntely 80-87
to 79-91 to 76-93 to 74-93 to 73-95. »

H.P., JONES

1015 - Pired 38 rounds on infantry concentration for SFCP 15.
- Target at 801-872. 1lission accomplished.
1050 - Fired 68 rounds on troeps and trecp cclumn at 801-878
for SFCP 15 using air bursts and contact fuzes, good
. effect, mission accomplished.
1424 -~ Fired L4 rounds on enemy troeps at 804=~880 for SITCP 15
Mission accomnlished; targct decimated,
In addition to above the JCES on two occasions fired a total
of 50 rounds on gun flashes using direct fire in support of
minesweeps which were being shelled off Nenton. kesults
unknewn.

M DISON:

0646 - Fired 81 rounds on troop concentration at 805-885 for
SFCP. ‘rea well covered.

0841 - Fired 46 rounds on troeps and vehicles for SFCP.
Many casualties.

1440 - Fired 9 rounds at enemy battery (888-901) using air
spot. Interrupted by shifting tc new target.
1455 - Fired 141 rounds cn vehicles, troeps and guns at

880=871 using air spet. Many casualties, vehicles,
guns destroyed, others damaged. v

1522 ~ Fired 42 rounds on battery at 882-901 using air spot,
tarset neutralized.

1548 - Fired 18 rounds on trorps, vehicles, guns at 880-871,
using air spot. Many guns destroyed.

During the morning of 10 Ses:terniber 1MiDISON fired 81 rcunds

at trocp concentration (805-885) for SFCP. Arsa well covered.

"DOLSEY:

~

1727 - Fired 79 rounds cn bridge and passing vehicles at
878-8279 using cub spot. Hits scored on trucks,
building and bridze.
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1900 - Flred 55 rounds on German headquarters house ‘at 3-912/
855 for SFCP. Target knccked out.
1937 - Fired 96 rounds on enemy battery at $~983/867 for SFCF.

Target neutralized, fire effective,
Amrunition set on fires.

Minesweepers operating off Menton were endangered by hunan
terpefoes and shore battery fire but continued thrlr sweeping
sinorted by destroyers. Orders were issued te continue sweeping in
this area from Soutl limits of swept ohqnnel seaward to the 100
fathom curve.

Lrmy requested LORRAINE to bombard ehemy installation in vicin-
ity Sospsl on 11 September as crulser and artlllery fire had been
ineffective. OCTF 86 agsigned PT boats and cruiser scout planes to
cover LORRAINE and requssted fl{bubr cover fron the ‘rmy. WOOLSEY
was assigned to destroy human terpedoes reportedly stored at
§63-~-872 and German headguarters at 953—803.

11 Septenber 1944

Tront lines on the Tast Flank this date extended from 81-87 .
to 80-90 to 75-95 to 71-96. Heavy fighting going on East of lMenton.
There was no human torpedo or explosive boat activity during the
¢ay except by the Army who fired on 5 human torpedoes in harbor of
Menton.

Fire support missions completed by ships on 11 Seéptember
as follows:

LORRATNE ¢

1010 - Fired 91 rds. on fortifications at 746-989 using
plane spot. Twelve direct hits sscosg on target,
area well covered.

1520 - Fired 58 rds, on fortifications at 747-935 using
plane spot. Four direct hits, area well covered.

MMADISON:

0546 - Fired 30 rds. on counter-attacking troops at 80h 885
for SFPCP. Attack broken up.

17ALIN:

1623 - Fired 34 rds. at White Fouse (799-872) which Army
had failed to destroy by artillery fire. Direct
fire was used, 8 hits scored.

LUDLOW

‘1155 - Fired 26 rds. on troops, mortars, =and machine guns
at 791-896 using SFCP spot, Troops were scattersd
counter-attack broken up.
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1849 ~ Fired 130 rds. on battery at 853-910 using air spot.
Area well covered, 8 guns definitely destrcyed.

WOOLSEV:

0801 ~ Fired 224 rds., on headquarters building at 853-873
~using cruiser plane spot and both direct and in-
direct fire. Many direct hits, area well covered,
Shells did little discernible damage to building.

1253 -~ Fired 24 rds. on house (base for human torpedcss)
at S-822/869 using cr-iser plane spot. Mission
accomplished., ‘

1315 - Fired 65 rds on suspected human torpedo launching
site at S-823/869 using cruiser plane spot, Tar-
get demolished. - '

Army requested cruiser be available.in bombardment area for
targggs beyond range.of destroyers: F.3. GLOIRE designated by
CTF .

CTF 86 sent following despatch toc CTG 80.5: There have been
enemy attacks by explosive boats and human torpedoss on ships in
bombardment area off Menton, Launching points alleged to have been
Cape Mortola and Ventimighlia. Allies action will probably cause
gnemy withdrawal of launching points to Eastward. Request you aug-
ment present nightly MTB patrol. Zstablishing two patrols two to
three niles off shore. Able patrol between Cape Martin and Venti-
@ighlia. Baker patrol from Cape Ampeglio to San Remo., Able patrol
remain as sereen until 1000. Baker patrol withdraw to San Maxime
abt first light. Establish communications with planes and destroyers
on 2980 kes upon arrival departure.

12 September 1944

| Situation on front lines of the East Flank substantially ¥%he
same as for 11 September. There was no reported human torpedo or
cxplosive boat aetion.

Ship's fire missions during day.

LUDLOW:

1340 - Fired 117 rds. on troops at 821-867 for SFCP.
Sl Mission very successful,

1715 -~ Fired 72 rds, on troops at 805-880 for SFCP.
Mission successful,
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GLOIRE:

o942 ~ PFired 89 rds. H.,E. on bridge =2t 837-958 using air
spot, Several direct hits on targst.

1102 - Fired 99 rds. A.P. on bridge at 859-875 using air
spot. Target straddled.

"IOOLSEY:

1259 - Fired 24 rds. on enemy battery at 833-905 using cub
spot. Mission successful,

2000 - PFired 46 rds. on snemy troops st 754~936 using SFCP
spot., Mission successful, area well covered,

CTF 86 issued following instructions to TF 86 by dispatch:

Rate of expenditure of =mmunition has been excessive snd may
not be continued. Commanding O0fficers shall assume themselves that
targets accepted are appropriate. !Main Battery redue:d charges '
sinnll be employed when practicable, Cruisers shall employ secondary
batteries where appropriate or reassign targst to a destroyer.
Strict economy shall be exercised, ‘

Cruiser planes reported torpedoes beached in shallow water
at Cape Martin 761-836 and two at Menton 776-861 =nd 777-862.
Sritish Army picked up torpedoes and delivered te Toulon it was

ater rcporteda

The following information was passed along cn the performahée
of human torpedoes as learned from POW.

Speed about 8 kts, endurance 8~10 hours. No definite plan
of attack, to be used in groups qgalnst ships in amphibious landings.
Operated usuqlly with =bout six to the group. After launching,tor-
pedo carrier makes way as best he c¢an back to launching base.® Org-
anization is new and fairly large. Doubt exists as to whether or
not they can submerge., JAttack position desired by pilot is on ships
bow 600-700 meters away. Moving target very difficult to hit.

MGLO of the L5th Div. reguested that a cruiser be assigned
to the bombardment arca on September 13th,

Minesweeps reported 100% conplete sweep of the harbor of
Nice; area considered safe.
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13 September 1944

‘ No explosive boat or human torpedo activity reported during
She Caye. Approximate front lines on the East Fl=nk 811-870 to 80-91
to 78«91 to 76-94 to 76-93 to 75-93 to 72-00, Ships in bonb~rdment
crg= could observe considerable artillery fire indicating stiff
fighting in progress along front., Enemy directed accurate fire on
Menton during the day., ~

Ships fire nissions:
YJOOLSEY:

& 0720 - Fired 19 rds. on eneny troops and mortars at 807-855
- using SPC? spot. Mission successful,

0729 - Fired 7 rds. onseneny artillery -t 810-897 using

S7CP spot. Mission successful.

Fired 32 rds, on sneny troops (close supporting) at
796-895 using SFCP spot. Mission suceessful, area
-well coversd. .

0826

0948

Fired 25 rds on enemy vehicles =t 749-938 using SFCP
spot, Mission accomplished.

1225 - Pired 3 rds. oOn enemy battery (796-841) firing into
town of Menton in =an effort to point out tarpst
to irmy. Ceased fire for fear of hitting GWJ troops.
Direct fire used. .

14,56 - Pired 67 rds. on enemy troops and mortars at 804-
880 using SFCP spot., Migsion successful, area-
well covered, .

1659 - Fired 46 rds, on enemy troops and ccmmand post at
75L-3937 using SFCP gpot. Mission successful, area
well covered. .

2002 - Fired 38 rds. on enemy troops and vehicles at
746~943 using SFCP spot. Missicn successful,

LUDLOY: ’
1727 - Fired 90 rds. on enémy troops and comrand poét at

-823-925 using SFCP spot. Migsion successful.
CTF 86 issued following instructions to Commander Minesweepss
In order to prepare a sscure anchorage for combatant ships
in fire support area and light craft prior to the onset of winter
easterly gales request Golfe Juan be completely cleared cf nines
at an early date. Including Geclfe Juan harBezs Ane A-anill  Biste
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channel to safe water 1n Rade Cannes: Renove minefislds East of
Ile St., Marguerite and connect cast and west passages to . coastal

" nhannel sweeping white sectors of Vallauris Light. Cruiser planes
"111 assist in reconnaissance as desired.

Cormanding Offlcer U.S3.5S. BROOKLYN was ordersd to act as

sputy for CTF 86 in fire support area whil PPIL&DEL””I& was in
L (\Uklono

1L: Septémber 19LL

No activity of human torpedo and explosive boats reportsd.
Frent lines approximately 894-870 nérthwest to 797-910 northwest
to 794-963 north on 794.

BROOKLYN planes in patrol morning of 14 September reported
A 300 ft. cargo ship lying o0”f beach at latitude 43-55N, Long.08~
07.5E. LUDLOW and EDISON were assigned to sink this vessel assisted
oy PTs. Cruiser scout planes were to assist in this operaticn,
Mimercus small craft seen in the vicinity of the above ship, be-
lieved to be fishermen.

Fire support missions Quring the day:
- EDISON:
1533 -~ Fired 72 rds., on self-propelled gun trucks and troops
at 852-873 using cub plane spot. All destroyed;

nissicn sucecessful,

- 1912

-~ Pired 298 rds. on merchant ship at T29-98 using
S0C spotting plane. Several hits scored.
LUDLO:

0557 - Pired 52 rds. on enemy troops at 806-806. SITCP
reported area well covered, counter attack stopped.

1253 - Fired 203 rds. on troops and vehicles at 878-871
using air spot. Area well covered; mission
accomplished. 4

1326 - Pired 27 rds. on troops and truck column =t 81L-870
using direct fire. Area well covered.

1915 - Fired 113 rds. 1% Common and 49 rds. Illumination.

"Target was small ships in Oneglia Harbor, twelve
hits were scoredson two of these craft. Plane
spot was used.
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Destroyers operating in Cape Nero area reported floating

mines,

Counter battery fire against bombardment ships was light
and ineffective.

Minesweepers enlarging the .fire support area off of Cap
Artin exploded two mines found adrift and cut 8 more. Whole ares
sclared unsafe, particularly after dark, due to danger of drifting
:ines. BROOCKLYN's planes searched Eolf de Juan -~ Cannes area for
xnine fields with negative results.

15 September 19hh

During the night 14~15 Septénber PTs 305 311 and 313 operatir
under SOIS and patrolllng between Portofino and Spezia attacked 3
southbound F lighters cns mile North of Point Mesybna. One F
lighter was sunk. ©PTs were engaged by starshell and heavy fire frorn
remaining F llghters and esoortlng R boat, PT-311 received super-
ficial damaged.

There was no human torpedo or explosive boat action reported.

Morning SOC patrol obverved no enemy activity on roads as
far east as San Lorenzo, no effort being made to reinfcrce or
evacuate on right flank by the enemy. Afternoon flight in same
area reported no vehicular traffic on reoads or surface craft at
sea. Plane was subgected to intense light flak fire from Oneglia
and San Remo, :

Minesweeping off Menton still in progress, additional contact
mines swept. Sweeps being supported by EDISON and JONES.

During morning of 15 September the JONES and EDISON ap-
proached Imperia Harbor to examine damage done to merchant ship
at T-2998 which had besen fired on the evening before., Before they
could get into position they were driven off by accurate fire from
an unloeated multi-gun battery, probably 88 mm., whose range eX-
ceeded 20,000 yards. Plane reported this ghip abandoned, showing
gunfire damage, and as being down by the bow, probably aground.

Gunfire support missions during day. (Front lines unchanged).

EDISON:
1453 - Fired 24 fds..cn bridge and enemy vehicular traffic
at 814~-873 using direct fire. Several hits on
either side of bridge were made, bridge was danaged.

H.P. JONES:

1352 - Fired 9 rds. on troops concentration at 817-897
for SFCP 15, Three véhicles and one ammunition
dump destroyed.
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1604 - Pired 58 rds. on troops at 748~937 using SFCP spot.
Target ares reported well coversd, -

WGLO with 45th Division requested two destroyers for fire
guprort same area on the 1l6th September,

16 September 1944

Approximate front lings this date on the right flank wére
80~-87 te 80-89 to 79-90 to 77— 1 b0 8792 to 75-92 to 74-93 teo
T4~95,t0 71-98.

Mo human torpedoes sighted on the 16th but 2T boats on patrol
line Able two miles off shore in Long. 97-35F at 160230 sighted
by radar at 4500 yds one half mils off Cape Nort la one epaft sinmi-
lar to PT on westerly course. As PT speesded up to intercept enemy
altered to southwest towards destrovers, whe woere warned, and re-
tired. Four explosive boats discovered. trailing mother whlch
apneared to be larger than in former attnacks and to have a riast and
speed in exesss of that of PT beats It seenecd more sensitive to
alteration by PTs, indicating possibillty of radsr. Nome rsturned
-unfire or enployed smoke, Twe bursts of gunfire delivered at
mother, hits believed made. DBeoats seattered and escaped. Lost
contact off Cape Ferrat at 0530,

Other PT action during the day follows:

1130 - PTS 55,553 and 563 operating under SOIS, engaged 4
enenty lighters cff Portefino sinking one. DPTs were ..
heavily engmged but suffered nc damage Cr easualtles.

2130 - PTs 305, 312 and 313 operating under SCIS, patrolled
between Vado and Genoa attacked 2 SW bound F lighters
of f Finslmerina sinking one with tropedo, the other
escaping to protection of harber. PTs were heavily
engaged one suffering superficial damage as a result
of a 20 mm. hit,

Minesweepers continued sweening in fire supnort area off
Menton were fired en quite accuratedly by sheore batteries sufferlng
two minor casualties tc personnel, Destrcyers EDISON and JOINE
supported sweeps firing at gunflashes on shore with unknown resultq.
S“ottlng planes unable to locate firing batteries.. Thirteen con-
tact mines were swept, Commander Minesweepaers believing that fields
were being relaid nlghtly =nd requested heavier caliber surface
sup“ort and overhead bombing to prevent loss of sweepers by gun-
fire. CTF 86 crdered nihesweenin g activities in this area suspended.

Fire support missions 16 Sentenber:

“.-.JONEQ'

0839 - Fired 14 rds, on road traffic at 878-871 using cub
spot. Traffic stopped temporarily.
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1310
1348
1510

EDISON:
1042

1334

1402
1740

1855

Fired 32 rds., on guns at 887-871 using cub syot.
Area well covered.

Tired 36 rds. on German headquarters at 853-873 using
cub spot, Building badly damaged.

Fired 20 rds: direet fire at gun flashes in support

of minesweeps. Area well covered, guns ceased firin

Fired 48 rds., on bridge at 815-873 using cub spot.
Result 2 hits.

Fired 7 rds., on bridge at 815-873 using cub spot.
#arny neadguarters ordered cease firing; results
unknown,

/

Fired 93 rds. using direct flre at guns in position
857-890 which were firing on minesweeps. Results
unknown.

Fired 36 rds. on trcops and vehicles at 84L6-879
using SFCP spot. \ires well covered, no novenent
S6c.,

Fired 78 rds., cn supply warehouse at 826-897 using
SFCP spot. Thrse dirsct hits, target well destroyed.

Fired 14 rds. on storage tank using direct firse,

Results unknown, target obscured by sroks.

Fired 91 rds. on enemy battery, trucks and psrsonnel
at 835-910 using SFCP spot who reported "Conmpletely
destroyed battery, every round counted, men and
trucks all dispersed.”

Preliminary arrangenents made today to move PT base frbm‘San
Moxines forward to Gelfe Juane

PHILADELPHI\ ordered to launch reconnasissance flight at first
light 17 September to investigate reported enemy activity around

Caps lMele.

17 Septenbsr 1944

There was no changs in front lins coordinates today.

Cruiser patrol planes early reorning 0600-07304 reported

following:
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Approximately three of four small craft San Remo Harbor
002-889 possibly drones. One block ship approximately 250 feet
long North side of quay of San Remo Harbor 004-905. Two small
motor boats inside Imperia Harbor at 202-944 and 202-945, possibly
MiS boats. Blockship across entrance Imperia Harbor 203-944 but
siall boat passage possible. One 200 foot merchant vessel anchored
at 208-947, possibly Fox ligher. OCne barge vessel outside of “West
quay at Oneglia at 216-952, One 200 foct nerchant vessel inside
“iest quay 217-953 and one motor boat possibly MAS boat alongside at
217-952, TFive boats all smaller than 7T boats inside East quay
at Oneglia alongside sach other from 217-950 to 220-952, possibly
dranes. One skiff off Capo. Berta 245-956, possibly fisherman.
Thres-hundred foot merchan® vessel forrerly 290-980, ncw at 265-975.
Targe pier above Laigueglia at 320-048, but no craft there.

Second flight at 0700-1100 located M'S boat proceeding “West-
ward at high speed one mile off Capo Verde Arma at 037-874. It
was headed for San Remo and possibly same one reported by first
flight at 103-950. The MAiS boat reported at 073-904 by first flight
rrobably reached San Remo before sccondflight arrived. Upon re-
turning westward plane reported two M:S boats npvserved at North
uay San Remo Harbor at 003-890. H.P.JONES opened fire on MAS boats
nlane spotting. Iarge explosion »nd dense cloud of smoke cn quay
at 002-891 followed by several S#gaddles and near iisses. Third
flight at 1100 took over spottli._. - Accurate spotting impossible
due to 88 rm. fire and light flank. No activity was observed along
highway or railroad as far as Laigueglia.

No human torpedc or explosive boat actions reported by ships.

Destroyer firing vicinity Ventimiglis reported enemy counter
battery fire heavier than usuasl. No casualties resulted.

#re missions 17 September:

H,P« JONES:

1011 -~ Fired 162 rdé. at small boats in San Remo Harbor
using S0C spot. One hit reperted with explosion
sorie damage by near misses; 2 fuel storags fire

started.
1326 - Tired 106 rds. on gun position at 880-86L using cub
plans spot. Area covered,
EDISON:
1339 - Fired 33 rds. on trucks and t oops at 859—910 for
SFCP. Trucks left burning in the road.
1,59 - Fired 34 fds. on bridge at 842-911 for SFCP. Re-

sults unknown,
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1533 -~ Fired 48 rds. on eneny battery at 845-887 using
SFCP spot. .Area wcell covered.

1809 - Fired L4 rds. on cnemy battery at 824-895 using
SFCF spote .rea well covered, »

1821 ~ Fired 58 rds. on enemy‘battery at 824-899 using
SFCP spot. ..rea well covered; one gun hit, several
explcsions caused. ‘

Minesweepers reported Golfe Juan 100% swept and 25% nain-
tenarnce coverage of Nice channel, Results negative.

NCWTF sent following despatch to CTF 86

At present due to distance from Operating Base, U.3. PTs
with CWTF operate to the  West of Imperia, In cases ¢f het pur-
suit these forces go to: Eastward of this point notifying SOIC cf
their activities. Duriug daylight hours if nay known eneny forces
ard to the East of Imperia your forces may operate in that area,
S0IS and CTG 80.5 are to keep you informed of the dispesition and
operating hours of their forces thereby mutually coordinating all
efforts tc destroy the enemy.

18 September 1944

PHILADELPHI.\ planes were ordered to make a reccc flight at
first light on the 19th extending te Cape Mels, M/ DISON ordered to
be in position 7 miles South of Cape Mele at 0630 and H.P, JONES
5 iniles South ef Cape Nero a2t 0600 prepared toc take action against
znemy vessels sighted.,

Tollowing is a report of the action of the H.,P. JONES off
San Remo using Seagull spottings

‘" H,P., JONES with Seagull spotting conducted disastrous bon-
bhardment of San Rerio 180707 to 0940 which was interrupted at 0740
to silence four light flak - batteries vieinity of 015-902 and 015
-~ '25 -nd two heavy batteries at 024-910. Results one ship size rC
s South Mole burned and exploded vlolently as did ammunition
dunp on North seawall, Five smaller oraft at South Mole burned or

 Zetonated. it southwest corner three small craft set afire, deto~
nated violently welieved to be dronés, two boats at North CQuay re-
sembling M1S type fired and exploded. Small coaster recently moved
to West seawall fired and stern aground. 1longside block ship
small craft destroyed 2nd tug danaged by direct hit.. Fuel storage
tank fired and left burning. Consider all nrevicusly serviceable
craft fired, sunk or demaged. Vilence and extent of explosions
indicate concentration of ammuniticn snd explosives in nort area.
Total ammunition expended 223 rounds.
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Report of MADISON shooting and 2nd PHILADELFFIA plane follvws:

Seagull survey at first light disclosed two small eraft in
Lazzoretto 989-885, DPorto Maurizio small coaster inside block:
s1ip at 204-944 and six small .craft probably fishing at 205=948.
Oneglia three srall craft at East Mole 220-953., Two small coasters
nn "est Mole 218-952 one of which afire amidships. Off rmouth of
»iver 273-987 rafts or ramps not previously noted. Fire inkand area
28=01. Heavy barrage of light and heavy flak ané counter fire une
located agninst M.DISON which bombarded and set fire to merchant
ship stranded and nmoored astern at 278-983,

MADISON expended 59 rounds on above ship before being forced
to revire by very accurate counter battery fire. Straddled re~
peatedly up to range 22,000 yards. Plane spotting fer MADISON had
Tiffigulty due to hesvy flak. ‘

Later in the day CTF 86 ordered the H,P, JCMNES and }7\DISON
to conduct a bembardment of Port area and defenses st Porto Mau-
rizio and Oneglia at 1730 using seagulls from PEILADELPHI: for
shotting.

_ H.P, TJONES had the following to report as a result gf her
firing on Porto Maurizio:

Time 1727 to 1800: Original coordinates 200-924 flak bat=-
tery firing at spottsr. .
Results:

(1) Flak battery several 88 mm. destroyed; battery
silenced. -

(B) Ammunition dump blown upa

(C) Pive fires started along be-ch, :

(D) At least twe small boats destroyed; another
left burning. '

(B} Several hits en jetties from position 150°T fron

- Perto Maurizic 15,000-17,000 yards. ZExpended

190 rcounds. Heavy and accurate return fire during
first half cf shoct.

Frenm 1830 te 1900: Direct fire on boat San Reme Harbor fron
positicn 145°T from Cap Nerc 14,000 yards. Re~
sults undeterrnined due to poor visibility. Ssv-
eral small snd one large explosion observsd
vicinity target. Expended 60 rounds cn last tar-
geta

MiDISON as her part in this bombardment sent the following
despatch to CTF 86 :

Harbor area 217-931 rounds 70 at 17484 to 18264, SOC spotting
plane, Effectivensss doubtful due extrens ranges and accurate eneny
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counter fire which outranged us necessitating use of smoke and radi-
cal high speed mansuvers. Numerous fragment hits on ship; few holes
in superstructure, neone serious. NoO personnel casualties. Only
call for fire support in bombardment area c¢ancellsd when cub unable
te spot due to low ceiling.

Fire support missions fired for Army on right flank today
follows: Pront lines coordinates 803-870 to 790-906 tc 779-907
to 775-916 to 750-917 to 735-9L45 to 714-950 to 711-96L to 718-975
to 700~980 to 704-988,

LUDLO'S

1815 - Fired 50 rds. cn enemy guns at 847-885 using SFCP
spct. Target neutralized if not destroyed. Ac=:
curate counter battery fire, battery nct locatedd

This was the extent of the firing in the bombardment area.
W human terpedo or explosive boat action reported today. Following
PT patrol action took placs:

PT-557 with MTBs, coperating under SOIS and patrclling beween
Spezia and Sestri Levanti atteacked 2 northbound Fox lighters off
Sestri Levanti at 1821054A. Two Mk. 13 and 3 British terpedoes
were fired. One torpedo hit, estimate’Fex lighter sunk. Patrel
“e2vily engaged upon retirvement. PTs 552 and 553 patrolling betwsen
isnra and Sestri Levanti attacked northbout KT eoff Pcrtofino at
1811304. Nc results observed. PTs noderately sngnged. No damage
or casualties to our forces in either action.

CTF 86 requested that Army take photegraphs to determine
location of defenses (4A) Italian border to e=stward 10 niles,
depth 8 miles and (B) 4irea centercd on Porto Maurizion Oneglia
with coastal front of 10 niiles, depth 5 niles, '

19 September 1944

Bad weather this date c¢ancelled preposed Seagull recon-
naissance and seriously restricted PT beoat activity. Freont lines
cn East flank substantially unchanged. One call fer fire suppert
today assigned to USS LUDLOYW which fired 52 rounds on enemy trceps
and mertars at 807-878 beginning at 1405. SFCP revncrted one nor-
tar definitely destroyed, area well covered. USS M. DISON made n
sweep Aaround Cape Mele on the leockonut for eneny shipning, results
negative.

Enemy counter battery fire in beombardment area increasing
in quantity and accuracy. Minessweeps completed 50% coverage of
Nice channel.
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20 Septenber 1944

Bad weather precluded cperaticns again today, ne cperation
of cruiser planes or PT boats,

One c¢all for fire support was made and responded to by
USS LUDLOW. No change in front lines., LUDLOW fired 72 rds. gn trucks
at 875-272 at 1101, SFCP reperted hits cn railyards and vehiéles,
area well covered. jfccurate counter battery fire encountered.

No terpedo beats or human tropede boat activify reported,

Pheto recee as requested by CTF 86 indicated following
coastal batteries Ventimiglia to Cape lels:

S-8L0/880 Guns L Medium
S-8L43/886 Juns L Light
s868/888 Guns L Medium
S-870/885 Guhs L Light
S-882/891 Guns. 3 Light
S-964/878 Guns L Light
5-129/932 Guns L Medium
T-155/922 _ Guns’ L Medium
T-199/967 Guns L Medium
T-205/951 Guns 2 Light
7-238/958 Guns L Light

- T=242/958 Guns L Medium
T-324/028 Guns Single Heavy

Adniral Jaujard acting as deouty for CTF 86 duringtenporary
absence of latter.

21 Sentenber 19L4LL.

Very little activity today, bad weather cancelled PT and plane
patrels. One mission fired for the army cn the East flank by LUDLOW
as fcllows: TIUDLOYW fired 70 rounds cn supply dump at 875-880 using
a2ir spot from 1548 te 1612, Area well covered. Rsturn fire cxper-
ienced apparently coming from 900-730.

Minesweebers completed 100% sweep of Gelfs Juman up to five
rntherm curve within which obstructicns, largelyv of explesives
lcaded cencrete, with nrojecting electrodes prevented further
sweeping.

There was ne change in frent line ccerdinates.

22 Scptenber 1944.

No human torpedo or explesive boat activity reported. Ne.
change in froat lines.
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Fire support missions:
TDISON:

1405 = Fired 72 rounds on eneny storage dumps at 860-889
using air spet. Area well covered, explosions
cccurred.

1517 - Fired 12 rounds on enemy truck park 2t 825+899 using
SFCP spct. No observation, mission cancelled by SFCP.

“OOLSEY:

1420 -~ Fired 32 rcunds bn rail head at 86L-870 using SFCP
spot. /Area well covered.

1430 - Fired 36 rouncs on railhead at 869-873 using SFCP
spot. Arca well covered.

1800 - Fired 6 rounds on eneny batteries at 861-83), using
air spot. Area well covercd ammunition explosions
set off.

1830 - FPired 16 rcuncs coulbter battery dirsct fire on enemy
battery at 864~-870. Results not observed, visibility
getting pocr.

WOOLSEY was fired at quite accurately by battery believed
to be loocated at 864~870, receiving shrapnel hits that caused no
damsge Or casualties. Faﬂlng light prevented accurste diresct fire.
This battery believed to be the one causing much anncyance teo ships
in fire support area. '

Photo reconnaissance of Itallan ports cn the 22nd shows
activity of F boats and S barges, 6 former and 22 latter at Geneca,
3 former and 2 latter at Spezia. One KT ship arrived at Spezia fron
Genca also a schooner and 2 S/R boats., Snall passenger vessel noted
ot Imperia. Savena inactive since 17th. Demolition of quays and
cranes precesding. :

23 September 1944,

Infornmation was received from French source on the mernimg
of the 23rd that the enemy was planning a surprise assault on allied
shipping in Toulon and Marseilles Bays. Italisn M.S and Gernan
submarines operating out of La Spezia were to carry tut the attack.
Ceounter neasures were corfered by MCWTF as follows:

(a) Examine hulls of nll ships for presence of limpet nines
prior departure ships from =alongsice berths.

(b) Where harber gates are installed make arrangement for
cldsure during dark periods.

(c) Explode as necessary depbh charges in harber as guard
against placement c¢f limpet mines. '

(d) Two PTs assigned to each patrel off Teoulon and Margeilles
plus additional natrel crqft as practical tec minimize
probability of attack.
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(e) Established dirigible patrcl off Toulon harber from last
light until 0900 dnily.

(f) All shipping =2nd feorces nctified of imminence of attack
and countermeasure arrangenents made.

This attack 4id not dsvelep.

Fire support nissicns on 23 September.
“YOOLSEY:

0837 = Fired 21 reuncs on eneny guns 2t 864-870 which weres
sugpected of harassing ships in fire support area.
Direct fire was used, results negative.

1245 ~ Fired 46 rounds direct fire on fert and observation
post at 853=87L as requested by STCP. Target hit
nany tiness, harassing fire cffective.

ZDISON:

0828 - Fired 48 rounds cn enemy bridge at 850-900 using
SFCP spot. Results unknown, ,

1255 - Fired 24 roundés en railroad y=2rd and persecnnel at
878-868 using SPCP spot. Ceased fire and evacuated
area due to accurate fire from shere battery. Two
cub planes sent out by irnmy tc locate positien of
shore batteries were unsuccessful. Rcth WOOLSEY and
EIDISON were fired con very accurately as were PT
patrols. TFrent lchS very static. \rmy was informe
ed by CTF 86 that unless tarcets were extremely
urgent fire support ships ceould no longer be allowed
to enter bombardment 7rea until offensive shore
batteries had been located, :

drniral FEWITT renorted te CinClMed that the =ssignment for
cperation DRxGOON ad prescribed in the directive for CWNTF ‘had been
completed but that the felleowing activities still remain:

(1) Suppert of army right flanks in vicinity of Italian
border.

(2) Preventien of small craft raids frem eneny held territory
to the sastward.

. {3) Protection of shipping in the apprcaches of Pert du Bouc,

Marseilles and Toulen.

(4) Operation of intra theatre convoys for maintenance and
build wup including escort and the assignment of naval
anphibious ships and craft to such movemsnts.

Adniral BEWITT suggested that ( ) and (2) above continue under
Admiral D\VIDSON =2nd Task Force 86; that (3) be the responsi-
bility of Commander idvanced Rases (CTG 80.8) tc whem
necessary patrcl, screening and minesweeping units would be
assigned; and that (4) wruld continue to be hapndled directly
by C"HTP. CinClMedé concurred.
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20 Septenber 1941 .

A\t 0250 merning of the 24th PTs 212 and 216 cper~ting under
S0I38 engaged an F-Lighter or coastal barge clese to beach at Cape
Lena. Two torpedoes were fired at target which wns staticnary,
l~rge explosion fellowed,
No change reported in frent linss coordinates, patroels
were =ctive. Some oppositicn te fire support ships was sncountered

but it was considerably less than usual, Pire susrport nissions as
T C’llOV\’s H

. EDISON:

1105 « Fired 51 rcunds cn enemy artillsry =t 865-877 using
cub gpot, Firing'sffective.

1247 - Pired 44 rouncs cn cneny trorps cencentratien and
motor park ot £11-878 using SFCF spet. irea well
covered,

MADISON:

MADISON's nperatien confined to sereening EDISON with smore.

PT patrecls cancellsd due to bad weather.

"ith the expected clesing of CAWEL be=ch on the 25th patre’
craft and ninesweepers were reassigned or released as suit
able. Iarge part of patrol and sweeping activity to be
turned over to¢ the French.Navy using such U.S. ¥¥MSs and SCs
As necessary. C.,T.F. 86 to retain control of sufficient

sweepers and patrol craft for imnedi-te needs of fire
support shipg.

25 September 1944,.

No activity of midget subs, expnlcsive boats, or human
torpedoes reported. Ships received ne counter battery fire in

fire support area teday. FORRIN sank a floating mine at Iat.
L8=37 N., Long« 07«38E.

Pire support missionss

MADISON:

1007 ~ Fired 200 rounds on supply train st 865=877 using
cub spot. Direct hit eon locemctive and ¢-r tracks
well covered. - o

1348 -~ Pired 11 roun’s on enemy Observaticn post at 830-896
using SFCP snct. Target destreoyed, missicn success-

ful.
FORBIN: .
1253 - Fired 34 rcunds cn mortar platcon =2nd personnel at

811-878 for SFCP, 1irea well covered,
There was no change in the front line cceordinates today and
ne PT beat patrcls night of 25-26 September due t0 weather.
CTF 86 in PHIL'DELPHIA returned tec supjcrt area.
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COMMVENTS ON N~VAL GUNPIRE

The naval gunfire supgport for Operation DRAGOON was the heave-
est that has been prOVldGu and used in any operation thus fer in
she african and Mediterranean thester, This heavy support was neces-
gnry for two reasons namely:

o oo |-"

(1) The front being assaulted reached initially from the Iles
JvHyeres to Cap Roux,

(2) The sea coast defenses were very strongly built and heavily
~unned. AS soon as the initial assault phase was over it became
necessary to commence the reduction of the defenses of Toulon, one
of the most heavily fortified sea coast defense positions in Europe,

The defenses of Toulon included two twin turrets each contain-
nz two 340mm guns, located on the Peninsula of San dedrler, which
~.81ly outranged any of the warships which were lvall"ble in the Med-

grr nean and whlch could be brought ageinst them, The Gormans als:
hifted the ex F.S. STRASBOULG @nd ex F.S, GALLISSIONEZRE to the o0il
ar oin the northwest side of San Mandrier to use their gun batter-
S« In order to bombard the hecvily fortified poninsula of San Man-

r it was apparent thet the Iles D'Hyeres and the Giens Peninsula
¢ have to be ceptured as soon zs possible in order that

(1) The Rede D'Hyeres could be swept for use ©s gunfife support
aren and

(2) The gunfire sunport ships taken position in the Rade D!
Hyeres =nd in the lee of Gien 2nd Ils D'Porquerolles,

By tuking these positions ships were in lazrge ﬁﬂ;rve sheltered
from German rader and opticrl observation, It was further contem-
nlated and carried out that as soon os practic:able long range ships
were to tuke station to the southwest of Cape Sicie for the same
recsons. In addition the »lreing of ships to the east southeast znd
southwest of San Mendrier periitted plocing that position under a
vory heavy crossfire with the ides thot guns in turrcets =2nd shields
ould be hit from the rear ~nd the Germcns at the same time denied a
soncentrated gunfire support zroup as target.

AHir spotting using carrier based planes was an absolute neces-
sity since this attack area was, for all practical purposes, ocutside
of the range of land besed fighter planes, Fighter planes had to be
uscl because the LA defenses on San Mandrier, Cape Sicie and in
Toulen were exceeded in strength only by the x4 defenses of Berlin
in the opinion of several aviators. This zir spotting was provided
by the carriers opersating under Rear Admiral TROUBRIDGE, R.N. and
Reer wdmiral DURGIN, U.S.N, ~t times this consisted of five spot-
ting missions at a time and consistently ran to three missions over
the target area from-early morning until dusk. This supply of spot-
ting Hlanes and pilots by the carriers must have entailed exception-
al Mrdship on the sviation porsonnel, but cvery mission called for
wos supplied promptly and without question., The s‘otters know their
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business asnd I cannot be too loud in my praise of the C:orrier Force
for its magnificient assistsnce in t he operation, With this naval
avi2tion, both British and U,S., our tusk was made immeasureably
cesier ond our fire very much more effective, In coddition the car-
riers proved the fighter cover of 4L plunes continuous from first
oight until dusk for this force,

¥aval gunfire was very accurate. It is still 2 fact that as
zoneral ruel a well desizned =nd constructed zun position will be
neutralized by gunfire but is very difficult to destroy.

N

The basic Shore Fire Control Party organizstion was as follows:

(a) The Shore Fire Control Parties operated in their divisionzl
orzanization. The Naval Gunfire Liaison Officers with Division,
Corps and Army Headquarters correlated requests for gunfire for the
succeeding day. Thesc roeguests were trznsmitted to Communder Sup-
3ort Forde who assigned ships to Shore Fire Control Parties and

~tioned them so that Uhey could reach the targets requested, ar-

I.ﬁ\cv air spot 2nd 2ssigned it to the ships requiring it. fach
cvcﬂlng an estimated of prob-ble additional requiremcnts was m=zde an.
the ovailable ships were disnosed so as to be able to quickly link

wn WIuh a Shore Fire Control Party confronted with need for naval
sunTiice. The bombardment calling wave which could be used by all
sizips, NGLOs with Corps and Division and Shore Fire Control Parties
was zuarded continuously by the Support Force Flagship and the Sup-
sort Group Flegships and by all ships unassizned to = specific Shore
Fire Control Party. As soon &s z request was reccived for fire in
support of a given Shore Fire Control Party Commander Suprort Force
assigned the ship most suitable =#nd in the best »nosition to link up
with the Shore Fire Control rorty neasding support. In =ddition Com- -
mender Support Force mointained onc transmitter -nd tvwo receivers
monitoring the Shore Fire Control Perty Spottinz freguencies in order
thet assignments of shins to SFCPFs be'mude quickly if communicetion
‘hecame difficult between = SFCE =nd its assigned ship. A mohitor-
ing watch was maintaeined on the spotting Plane Frequencies for the
SOr@ purpose.

Difficulty was experiencoed at times, princioally caused by the
aigh rugged country betwecen MGULOs &nd ships coincident with the very
-2 01d advancs of these troops wonich were by passing Toulen. The SCR
509 end SCR 608 voice redios proved their superiority aguin over the
3CR 284. In the lotter stages communicuations with the Scnior Naval
junfire Lisison Officer were only possible using BCR 608, Dotails of
the Sunpbort Force - SFCP orgzenization are covered in Commendcer Sup-
~ort Force Opvr“tlon Plan 5«44 "Flare Onc",

The training of the U.S. SFCPs had been earefully supervised
by e officer who wasa detoilsd as Senior Navol Gunfire Liaison 0Of-
ficer (Commander D. D. SCOTT, U.S.N.). They knew what was necded
27 exvected from them in order thet Naval Gunfire Support could be
guickly and efficiently dclivered. It is strongly recommended that
such a progran be caerried out in the preparation for any future
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amphibious opuratlons. The principal difficulty experienced by this
conmand was in obtaining definite informetion from the FQO Purties
a8 to the situstion ashore and thoe approximste location of the SFCP
or the area on which the SFCP will require fire, In addition type
of targsets to be engsged should be given. With this information sui
~1c ships both as to type, number and position cun be 12id on so

_ she different types of targets can be most to extract from the
T farties,

For the proper handling of a large Gunfire Supjort Force, espoc
inlly on & rapidly expanding front it is stronzgly recommended that
the Commender Gunfire Support Force be furnished with a ship heving
complete communication focidities and an up to date operations room.
The use of a cruisar as flagship, once.the shootinz starts, is not
satisfactory for the following ressons.

(a) There is not suitzble oper-tions roomn,

{b) The cruiser either is tied down to one small arsa in active
gunifire suvport thus not permitting the Commander to go to trouble
swots or if the crulser is ziven fresdom of movanent then one power-
ful unit of the Gunfire Sunjort Group is not wvailable for specific
agsicnent to a given toarget or SFCP in advance,

This operation has again shown that on our ships the flag bridge
andt flag plot are ubsolut&ly 1u dequate for n“nallnh amphibious oper-
~tionse As soon =s the initisl assault is over =nd the advance ins-:
lanG and along the coast boegins, an operations room similzr to those
oin the AGCs becomes an absolutc nccessity. The Commonder of the Sup-
nort Force should norm=2lly howcver fly his flag in & dattleship or
cruiser in order that he ond his staff keep up to drte and thorough-
1y conversant with not only the theoretical but with the practical
aspects of Navael gunnery especislly the specialized zrt of shore bomb-
ar ‘”bﬂtc ) .
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, UNITED STATES TIGHTH FLEET
% Commander Support Tor
ommander Cruiscr Division®might)

Thronology.

At 0930B on 9 August, Naval Commander Western Task Force placec
.18 cperation order No. 4-44 (ANOR-1l) into effect. ‘In accordance
with Annex F (Assembly and Approach Plan) to ANOR-l, vessels of the
SITKA Force were dispersed as follows:

CASTELLABATE -

Part VI

PRINCE HINRY, PRINCE BAUDOUIN, ROPER, GREINE,
TATTNALL, OSMOND INGRAM, BARRY.

PRINCEZ DAVID, PRINCZISS BEATRIX, FRINCE ALBERT. ’
These groups with CARMICK and THEMISTOCLES as escorts,

- to sail at 1200, 11 August for PROPRIANO,

A CFROPOLI -
NAPLES -
MADDALENA -

BASTIA -
AJACCIO -

AUGUSTA, DIDO, SOMERS, GLEAVES, LOOKOUT - to sail
at 2100, 12 kugusu for PROPRIANO.

Minesweeping Group - to depart on the 12th, arriving
at PROPRIANO on 13 August. Leave FPROPRIANO 1330, 14
August to arrive Assault Area first light, 15 August,

ARB Diversion Group - Arrive 9 August and install RCM
equipment. Depart for PROPRIANO on 13 August.

HACKBERRY and PEPPERJOOD. HACKBERRY to depart

12 August for PROPRIANO and depart from that port
with Minesweeping Group for assault area. PEPPERWOOD
to depart 16 August with light indicator net

and equipment for assault area.

15 August 1944

1300 - Commanding Officers, Task Group and Unit Commanders of ships
and forces present at PROPRIANO reported aboard AUGUSTA for
conference and final briefing. Represented at thils were:

- & ®
.

C‘.C.'C.*.C'.C!CG'
Lnhnnhn
GORORORGRORORE)]

e & o

a ® o
L 4
L4 .

. .

AUGUSTA H.M.S. DIDO

SOMERS . H.M.S. LOOKOUT

GLIAVES . H.M.S. PRINCE BAUDOUIN
TATTNALL H.M.S. PRINCE HENRY
BARRY H:M.S. PRINCE DAVID
GREENE H,M.S. PRINCE ALBERT
ROPER H.i.S. PRINCESS BEATRIX
OSMOND INGRAM H.M,S. LARNE
HACKBERRY - ‘ H.M.S. CLINTON

PTMs 202, 203; 207, H.M.S. OCTAVIA

213, 214 215, 2l6, H.M.S. WELTARE

218 and 211 - H.M.S. STORM CLOUD
11,25, 12, - 26 G. S. THEMISTOCLES

559, 560, 562, 567 '~ H.M.S. KINTYRE



PART VI Chronology (Cont'd).

First Special Service Force of the United States Army.
Groupe de Commandos of French Army "B",

Commanders of issault Unlts (1) Sitka ABLE, {2) Sitka BAKER
and ROMEO.
- Commanders of Screening, Diversion and Net Tcnder Groups.

7.S. LORRAINE, with Alpha Convoy and U.S.S. PEPPERWOOD at
AJACCIO and were not represented at the conference,

14 August 1944

1031 - TASK TFORCE 86 less F.S. LOPR“INE, Net Tendor Minc Swecping
and Screening Group departed FPROPRIANO enroutv to SITKA
Assault Area. Steaming in cruilsing formation No., 1, Spced
13 knots,using zigzag plan No,.'1O0.

1104 -~ Sighted numerous coanvoys of LST's and‘LCI?s enroute to Assault
areas,

1500 =~ Screening Group consisting of PTs from CALVI joins formation.

1835 - Screoning Group left formation to proceed to assigned screening
station off Toulon.

1950 - Enemy radar signals noted. Jammed by U.5.S5. AUGUSTA. Jamming
of cnemy signals also noted from COR3ICA.

2024 - Increascd speed to 18 knots,
2030 - Changed from cruising formation to approach formation.

2059 - Enemy radar station in vicinity of TOULON ranged on this forCf;
. counter measures successfully carried out.

2101 -~ Set convoy course-347° T, Conditions at this time were:
Barometer - 29,91, temperature - 79° F, wind 4-5 knots from
2000 T, sca - smooth, sky - clear with few cumulus clouds at
about é ,000 feot. No moon.

2124 - Picked up Island of PORQUTROLLES on PPI screen bearing 2840 T,
rango 34,600 yards,
Units of Task Force procecded to asglgﬂud arcas.
One radar station in TOULON area continucd coastal searchy
beamed on this force occasionally and counteormeasures were
taken..

2154 -~ Arrived at Point %BCH,
Units 86.3.1, 86.3.2 and o(.,.} procccaod to thoir respeotlvo
transport aroas,
Gunfirc support ships procccded to assigned support putrol

and screcning arcass
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FART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

2255 - German voices heard on 2610 Kés.

2335 - First waves of landing craft loft transports enroute to

0012

0021

0033
0130

0130
0246

0315
0450

0505

0537

0550

assault beachcs.

Betwecen 2200 and 2400 numerous oxp1051ons were notod on shore
believed to be bombing.

15 August 1944

Fighter cover over arca consists of six night fightors.
No cnomy surfacc vessels sighted in vicinity.

First waves of landing craft almost threco-fourths of way in
to landing bcaches.

Threo waves of landing craft in watcer.
Scouts who have landcd on LEVANT rcported no enemy movements.

Zcro-hour; assault waves hit assigned landing arcas. No
opposition encountcred.

Transports departcd from unloading arecas for assigned rendez-
vous South of LEVANT.

Largc convoys of landing craft plckod up by radar to Southward
hcaded toward ALPHA unloading arcas.

Moonrise; fourth (last) cuartcr.

SOMERS fired onc salvo at an unidentified vessel attcmpting
to picrcc the scrcen; first shot fired by this forcc.

Vessel, later identificd as German ship (Schnell Gelcit) SG21,
Firc was started and vesscl burned ficrcecly. Numcrous
cxplosions noted. '

SOMERS opcned fire on sccond cnemy vessel later identificd
as Italian Corvette COMOCIO. Vesscl was ropoatedly hit

and dcad in thc watcr. Crcw abandoncd ship. Boarding party
from SOLMZRS sccured papcrs, charts, and signal book which
wcre forwarded to NCWIF.

Commander Task Force 86 ordercd SOMERS to closc enemy ships
to pick up survivors immodiately aftor daylight,

Shorc Firc Control Partics at PORT CROS, LIVANT and le RAYOL
reported landirgs worc successfully made; very little opp031-
tion met.
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0550
0550

1610

c629
0637
0650

0710

0730
0742
0755

0800
0835

0850

0910
0945

PART VI Chronology (Cont?d)

Informed NCWIF and CTF-84 that battory on LEVANT inactive.

First waves of bombers attacked prearranged targots ashoro
cmploying pathfinder technique. Endangered First Groupc do
Commandos in vicinity Capc NEGRE.

Commander MinCSWOCping Flotilla 5 in H,M.S, LARNE rcported for
duty; ordcred to swcop arca ABLE in accordance with prcarranged
plan., ‘ ;

SOMERS, assistcd by PT boats and other craft in arca, picked
up survivors of destroycd encmy ships, and transferrcd them

~to PRINCE BAUDOUIN'and PRINCESS BEATRIX and TATTNALL. Many

badly burncdi

Red alcrt.

Sunrise, Light airs, hazo,visibiliﬁy two to four miles.

Shore Firc Control Party 34 assignod to French Groupo de
Commandos rcported slight encmy opposition; in gencral landing
cffcctive and ahcad of schedule., LCMs after being partly
discharged in ROMEO Arca werc rcloaded and recturncd to

PRINCE DAVID and PRINCESS BE.TRIX. .

PRINCE HENRY with Rcar Admiral Chandler aboard and loadcd

with casualtics and POJs, leoft .ssault Arca for Ajaccio,

F.S. LORRALINE arrived with Task Force 84 and rcported for duty.
Alr bombings ccased.

DIDO opencd firc on Command Post at 317034 (Capc NEGRE scction)
Encmy pocket on CAVALIERE beach not clcared; held up unloading
of LCM with ammunition. ICMs rcturncd to PRINCE DAVID and
PRINCESS BZATRIX.

Plancs overhead rceported no cnemy aircraft in vieinity.

SOMERS rcported that cnomy tvosscl COMOCIO not salvablchad been
sunk cnd that important documcnts had becon rcmoved,

"ROMZO LCMs with 57mm ammunition werce discharged at ALPHA Red

Beach. ,
AUGUSTA opcned firc on cnemy strong point on PORT CROS.

BARRY, GRZENE, OSMOND INGRAM, ROPER lcft Assault Arca for
Ajaccio.
~4= ENCLOSURE (C)
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PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

SFCP 34 rcported a counter attack in progress with strong
polnt at 330030; AUGUSTA ordcred to furnish gunfirc support.
LOOKOUT rcportoed having fircd at cncmy troops at coordinates
355891 in accordancc with requecst of SFCP 28 on island of
LEVANT,

0950

0953 - Four (4) PT's attompted to cnter PORT D'LAVIS but were driven
off by mortar firc.

1000 - PRINCE DAVID, PRINCE ALBERT, PRINCE BOUDOUIN, PRINCESS
BEATRIX lcft Assault arca for Ajaccio.

1020 - Plancs rcportcd no cnomy activity to the Wostward of Capc
Benat.,

1055 - First Spccial Scrvicc Force on LEVANT rcported capturc of that
‘island with cxccption of onc cnemy strong point hcld by about
80 cnemy troops. 240 prisoners of war takcn. Thcrc were fow
casualtics, '

1120 - Commandocs rcportcd at 335035, counter attack beaten off,
20 POW, thrce killed, two wounded and rcquested supply

of 57mm ammunition by air drop.

1178 - AUGUSTA fired on enemy troops on CAVALIERE Bcach. Two salvos
.fired and cease  firing ordcr given as shells were cndangcrin
allied troops.. SOMERS and LOOKOUT fired on enemy strongpoint
on PORT CROS. .

1142 -~ HACKBERRY and MLs (S.0. in i#560) ordered to carry-out pre-
arranged plan to enter PORT CROS. Colonel Walker, Commanding
Special Service Force on LEV.ANT reported Island of no value
and batteries dummy. He recommends to Army command that
.islands be evacuated. POWs approximately 240.

1143 -~ DiDO firing at enemy troops on CAVALIERE Beach feported'
excellent results. '

1200 - MIL 559 struck mine while sweeping off PORT MiN; under own
power left area and proceeded to MADDALEN., CORSICA.

1319 - LST 32 with radar equipment stopped from entering PORT CROS
as the harbor was still under enemy control. MLs under fire

_ in Channel North of PORT CROS,

1400 ~ NEVADA reported for duty.

1440 ~ 7Tth Regiment contacted French Commandos.

1500 - LORRAINE and NEVADA departed Assault Area for isjaccio.
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2100
2105
2106
2140

- 2234

2245

Note:

PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

AUGUSTA opened fire on enemy strong poeint Chuteau Fort on
PORT CROS.

The Honorable James V. Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy,
came aboard from U.S S. PLUNKETT.

Sunset, Light alrs, Visibility six to eight miles.

SecNav,., accompanied by Lt. ‘Col. Baxter, U.S.A7, and Capt.
Bartlett. from 7th Amy Haa@gbarteys: went ashore at Orange
Beach to investigate conditions on LEVANT, as Col. Walker
after making report of no opposition had later encountered
an enemy strong point ot PORT a la VIS and had sustained
several casualties,.

One JU 88 reported bearing 065° T, distance 20 miles.,
A.A. fire in ALPHA Area.
Countermeasures taken against possible glider bomb attacks.

In view of prospective return of Secretary of Navy to ’
AUGUSTA, that vessel did not cruise in night retirement area,
but screencd by GLEAVES, PLUNKETT and MCCOOK ‘steamed to the -
Southward of LEVANT inside the AJS Screen.

Received report that all of LEVANT had been captured by
First Specicl Service Force; 50 prisoners taken at enemy
strong point. ,

’

Secretary Forrestal, Lt.Col. Baxter, U.S.A., and Secretary!s
party returned aboard AUGUSTA and reported that LEVANT, with
the exception.of enemy pocket of resistance along North
coast, was in the hands of the Special Service Force,

Status of vessels attached to Task Force 86 was as follows:

Enroute AJACCIO - BARRY, GREENE, OSMOND INGRAM, ROPER,
PRINCE DAVID, PRINCE ALBERT, PRINCE BAUDOU™

PRINCESS BEATRIX.
PT's - Released to Commander Task Group: 80.5.
ASRB's - Released to Commander Task Group 80.4.
PEPPERWOOD - at ATACCIO. ‘ " |
THEMISTOCLES - Released to Commander Task Group 80.6.
PRINCE HENRY =~ ALPHA Area. TATTNALL - off LEVANT. |
~6~ ENCLOSURE (C)



PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

Minesweepers plus ML's and HACKBERRY cruise in nlght retire~
ment area to the Southward of LEVANT.

DIDO, LOOKOUT in SITKA night retirement areas.
SOMERS in patrol areas to support PORT CﬁOS.
16 August 1944

0000 ~ Task Force 86 operating as noted above.
Londings on assigned assault beaches had progressed very well,
light enemy opposition encountered. Island of LEV.ANT captured;
Island of PORT CROS occupied except for small enemy pocket
of resistance located at aon old Chateau Fort, French Groupe
de Commandos had worked inland as planned and control of
Cope NEGRE had passed to the 6th Corps..

012% « Commander Western Neval Task Force alerted all vessels in
area to possible E~boat attacks. No attacks reported.

3412 - Noted A/A fire in vieinity of GIENS Peninsula..

ote: Assignments of vessels for gunfire support ordered as follows:

» nn
e
Oop . /"’"««.-_,\."mﬂ-‘- //I
[— SFCP 35— \__ i 7o Vel - ]
N 2SN - Cavalaire
~N / ' &me
N/ Negre
Baie de
nggg \\\\\$GL Caralaire
EAVES capt Levandou
<., POHT S -
u'—.;_,_" -F‘gm.:CR_RSV 'LEVANT K g e
AUGUSTA fide North DIDO to fire on targets
of Grid 000. ™SOMERS and AUGUSTA of opportunity.

0850 - Secretary of the Navy left. AUGUSTA and boarded U.S.S. PLUNKETT
B for return to CATOCTIN.

0908 - HACKBERRY reported no net between Point Galere on PORT CROS
and Cape BENAT on mainland; mlnefleld located in that
vicinity. '

1605 - Task Group 85,12 .reported for duty.
-] ENCLOSURE (C)
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PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

Sixteen dive- bombers attacked fort on PORT CROS and dropped
thirty~-two 1,000 1b, bombs scorlng six direct hits.

AUGUSTA bombarded PORT CROS.

TEXAS, ARKANSAS, EMILE BERTIN -~nd DUGUAY TROUIN ordered to
sail to PALERMO; later changed orders for last two to sail
PROPRIANO.

Throughout this day this fort was flred on by SOMERS with

a total of 24 white phosphorus ond 658 rounds of cormon shells
having been expended,

GLEAVES expended 155 rounds in support of French Army troops.
DIDO fired 19 rounds against machine gun positions to Westward
of Cape BENAT.

Night cruising as follgws:

GLEAVES in patrol area two, SOMERS in patrol areas three
and four, AUGUSTA South of Levant, DIDO and LOOKOUT in
Night Retiremcnt area, M/8 inside Rade BORMES.

17 August 1944 /

SITKA Assault plan still in effeoct. Island of LEVANT com-
pletely occupied, beachheads and commanding ground on main-
land strongly hcld by units of the Sixth Corps after initial
landings by French Group dc Commandoes were successfully.

carried out as planned, On PORT CROS eneny resistance in
vicinity of old Chateau Fort at coordinates 302869 continued
despite repected 2ir ond gunfire bombardments.

Units of Task Force 86 operated in assigned night retirement
and anchorage areas.

Released ¥.8. JEANNE D'.RC which had been in reserve in ALGIERS
to CinC, Med.

Shore Fire Control Party 29 on PORT CROS requested gn gunfire
on Chateau Fort. Assaults of First Special Servicc Forces,
made ofter bombings by planes and gunfire support of AUGUSTA
during late afternoon of 16 August, failed to dislodge enemye.

Commonding General, 7th Army established headgquarters at
San TROPEZ,

H.M.S. SIRIUS released to Cin€, Med..

H.M.S. DIDO released to CinC, Med relieved by F.S. EMILE
BERT IN,

Chateau Fort on PORT CROS under attack by dive-bombers,
Several direct hits reported and activity noted in vicinity

of fort.
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PART VI Chronology {(Contid)

AUGUSTA opened firc on Chateau Fort on PORT CROS; 42 rounds

of main battery cxpended, numerous dircct hits observed. Due
to construction of fort, A.,P. was fired by AUGUSTA, but even
this was found to be ineffective..

H.M.S. RAMILLIES reported to Commander Task Force 86 for duty.
Service of this vessel had been requested in order to carry
out plans for complete dcstruction of Chatecau Fort with 15"
gunfire.. :

Vice Admiral H.Ke. Hewitt, U.S.N. .(Commander Noval Western
Task Force) came aboard for conference with'Rear Admiral
Davidson, U.S.N.

PHILADELPHI., GZIORGES LEYGUES, and MONTCALM ordered to
PROPRIANQO.,.

Brush fires in the vicinity of the fort on PORT CROS started
by eneny troops for camouflage purposes.

H.M.S. RAMILLIES opencd firc against Chateau Fort on PORT.
CROS using A.P. :

White Flag appcared over Fort. RAMILLIES cxpended 12 rounds
of main battery ammunition.

Allied troops entered fort., All resistance on Isle de PORT
CROS ccased.

H.M.S. RSMILLIES released to Commander Task Forcc 84.

AUGUSTAfproceoded to vicinity of San TROPEZ in order that
Rear Admiral Davidson, U.S.N., could board CATOCTIN for
conference with Vice Admiral Hewitt, U.S.N.

With completion of SITKA Assault phase, Commander Task Force-
86 Post Assault Gunfire Support Plan, Operation Plan No, 5-44,
was placed in cffeccet,

H.M.S. ORION, BLACK PRINCE, DIDO and 4URORA ordered to sail
to PROPRIANO. ’

Vice Admiral Hewitt was not aboard CATOCTIN, Rear Admiral
Davidson returned to AUGUSTA and latter vessel procecded to

vicinity of LEVANT.

Considerable A/A fire in San TROPEZ harbor; red alert. No
or bombs noted.. !

Numerous red alerts were sounded during the dayy; no hostile
plenes secn in vicinity of flagship.
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Assignment of night retirement and anchorage areas made as
noted below:

South of Island of LEVANT - AUGUSTA (Flagship” CTF 86).
North of Island of LEVANT - LARNE éM/S 5):
ML's 560, 562, 567.
Rade d¢ BORMES - GLEAVES. .
PORT CROS - TATTNALL. -

Other units of Task Force 86 present steaming in night
retirement areas Southeast of LEVANT. g

18 August 1944

Commander-Task Force 86 Opetration Plan 5- 44- Short Title

FLARE ONE, effective.. Gunfire Support forces made available

by Commander Western Naval Task Force distributed as follows~
86.2 {Left Flank Support Group) Rear Admiral Davidson, USN

AUGUSTA (F)
PHILADELPHIA (4 VOS) | |
LORRAINE ‘
GEORCES LEYGUES (F) (Deputy =~ Contre Amircl Jaujard,, F.N.
MONTCALM : .
GLOIRE
LE MALIN
MC COQK
"GLEAVES
SOMERS
PLUNKETT

Plus 2 morc DD's.

86.3 (Assault Group) Rear Admiral Chandler, U.S.N.

OMAHA (F)
TATTNALL

4

86.4 (Center Support Group) Rear Admiral Chandler, U.S.N.

OMAHA (F)
*MARBLEHEAD

- *CINCINNATI

QUINCY
EBERLE
MADISON

=10~ ENCLOSURE (C)
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4

86.5 (Right Flank Support Group) Rear Admiral;Deyo, U.S.N.

TUSCALO0SA (F)

BROOKLYN (4 VOS) | '

EMILE BERTIN (F) (Deputy - Contre Amiral Auboyneau, F.N.)
DUGUAY TROUIN : ,

LE TERRIBLE

LE FANTASQUE

BOYLE

CHAMPLIN ,
WJOOLSEY

EDISON

86,6(Security Group): Captain Maynard (HACKBERRY)

MS Flotilla 5 (LARNE) S.O.
ACKBERRY

*PEPPERWOOD

*Net Unit

86,7 (Battleship Group) Rear Admirsl Bryant, U.S.N. (

*TEXAS

*  RKANSAS
#NEVADA
#RAMILLIES

Note: * Reserve
# Forward Reserve.

In addition to vesscls listed above, following ships and -
units assigned to Task Force 86 for spccific duties as noted:

M/S Flotilla 5 consisting of HMS L\RNE, CLINTON, OCTAVI:,
WELFARE and STORM CLOUD and ML's 560, 562, and 567 plus
‘KINTYRE - swceping prearranged channcls in vicinity of
Rade do BORMES and as nccossary to permit gunfirc support
ships to mancuver in furnishing support to ammy troops.

BARRY and OSMOND INGRAM ordered to report with garrison
troops for Island of PORQUEROLLES.

L3T 32 stood by to be tcken through swept channel to PORT
CROS for unloading of Radar cquipment,.

Report recelved from Cormander Destroyers, EIGHTH Fleet that
cnemy E-boats attempted to brecak screcn in vicinity of CLNNES-
NICE. TFour E-boats recportcd destroyed bv A/S serecn; danmage
to vessels of scrcon confincd to one torpcdo hit (a dud)

which struck FRANKFORD.

11~ ENCLOSURE (C)
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7830 -~ Confercnce held aboard AUGUSTA attended by following officers:

Contre Amiral Auboynecau, F.N., Commander THIRD Cruiser
Division, ‘

Commanding Officer; U.S.S. MC COOK.

Commanding Officer, PT 215.

Rear ‘Adniral Davidson, U.S. Navy and mombers of his staff
for discussion of plan for occupation of PORQUEROLLES Islc.

0900 - Major General CHIDLAW, USA, and Army Air Force Reserve Unit®
which had been on AUGUSTA as standby Air Force Control Force
during opcration DRAGOON, transferred ashore under orders to
return to 1llth Tacctical Air Force Command Headquarterse.

0955 - M/S Flotilla 5, operating in Rade de BORMES area fired on by
batteries located on GIENS Peninsula. QUINCY or8ered to take
gun positions under firc.

1330 -~ PT 215-took "white flag party" consisting’of Lieut. Col.
Baxter; US4, Capitaine de Fregate Bataille, F.N., Lieut. Comdr,
Gra ham, U.s. N., and Lieutenant Neulsen, U.S.N.R. to ‘
PORJUEROLLES to demand surrender of that island.

l5l9-~'PT 215 forced to retire from vicinity of PORQUEROLLES after
having approached to within 6,000 yards of GIENS Peninsula
- and having. been fired at heavily by battcories located thero.

1530 - AUGUSTA ordered to flre on batterics on CAPE ESTEZREL which hed
: taken PT 215 under firec

1613 = AUGUSTA ceased flrlng having expended 39 rounds. Plane report-
ed numerous hits in target arca.

1740 - LST %2 unloaded Radar unlpment on PORT CROS cond reported to
Cormander Task Force 84.

"i6 = Rear Admiral Davidson, U.S.N., left ship for confercnce with
Vice Admiral Hewitt, U.S.N,, aboard CATOCTIN; Rear .Adairal
Davidson, U.S.N. returned at 2100,

2101 -~ Ships and shore batteries im San TROPEZ arca opened upwith hea
A/A fire; no plancs noted. Arca quickly covered with srmoke.

AUGUST.A stood out of locality and headed for sea. Enemy plane:
dropped numerous anti-personnel frﬁgmentﬁtlon bombs four of
which struck CATOCTIN kllllng four and injuring forty
pcersonmel,

Note: During the day, thec following vesscls reported:
H.M.S. LOOKOUT - Assigned to AUGUSTA as screci.
.Following vesscls departed:
TUSC..LO0S.:, WOOLSEY and ZDISON for AJ»CCIO.
H.M.S. AJAX to PROPRIANO.
-12~ ENCLOSURE (C)
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19 August 1944 3

Task Forcc 86 operating in night retirement and anchorage
aroas. -

_EMILE BERTIN departed Assault Area for PROPRIANO.

Vesséls of Task Force 86 assigned to gunfire support as
follows: N

Right Flank - BROOKLYN, DUGUAY TROUIN, BOYLE, CHAMPLIN.

Center Group ~' OMAHA, QUINCY, EBERLE, MiDISON.

Left Flank - AUGUSTA, PHILADELPHIA, LORRAINE, GEORGES LEYGUES,
. MONTCnLM GLOIRE, IE MALIN MC COOK GLEAVES,
SOMERS, PLUNKETT LE TERRIBLE LE FuNTASQﬂE.

Commonding Officers, Gunnery Officers and Communication
Officers of PHIL;DELPHIA MONTCALM, GEORGES LEYGUES, NEVADA,
GLEAVES, EBERLE, KEARNY, MGCOOK PT 204, LORRAINE as well as
Contre Amiral Juuaard und Rear Admiral Cncndler came aboard
to attend conference with Rear aAdmiral Davidson. Plans for
the atdack on Salnt MANDRIER discussed..

M/S Flotilla 19, Senior Officer in H.M.S. RINALDO, reported

to Commander. Task Force 86 and ordcred to sweecp arca Southwest
of Cape BENAT to permit entry of gunfire support ships. M/S
Flotilla 5 ordered to sweep area "A",

H.M.,S. AJAX sailed for PROPRIANO.
Following chonges made in gunfire support ship allocations:

PHILADELPHIA relieved QUINCY,

LE TERRIBLE rcported to right flank support group.

NZVADA which had reported in Assault Area assigned to
left flank support force.

GLOIRE, QUINCY and MC COOK ordered to proceed PROPRIANO..

Left flank support ships consisted of: GEORGES LEYGUES
PHILADELPHIA, OMAHA, MONTCALM, LE FANTASQUE, MADISON,

. LE, MALIN, SOMERS and PLUNKETT in direct support with

1440 -
1450 =

&UGUSTA NEVADA, and LORRAINE with KZARNY, ERICSSON,
GLEAVES and EBERLE in TESCIVC

Sailing of QUINCY, GLOIRE and MG COOK to PROPRIANO cancelled.

Left Flank resorve force stoamed to Vestward to bombard targets
on Saint MANDRIER and in Toulon. Targets assigned were as
follows: :

AUGUSTA - K=-20 and observation post to Eastward,

NEVADA « French Battleship STRASBOURH..

LORRAINE- K-20 and K-21 (2 2-gun 340mm batteries on Saint

MANDRIER).
-13- ° ENCLOSURE (C)



—

1721

1950

2000

2200

PART VI Chronology (Conttd)

AUGUSTA-commnnch.ldng range bombardment.
NEVADA pened fire.

LORRJINE which had closed ranga commenced firing.

QUINCY with LOOKOUT and MC COOK as scrcen steamed to the South-
westward of GIENS Peninsula during this bombardment to furnish
counterbattery firc as neccssary.

Firings- against cnemy defenses in Saint MANDRIER-TOULON area
completed. No enemy opposition noted. Task force returned
to assigned area South of. LEVANT.

Gunfire support vessels of Tosk Force 86 ordered to rendezvous

"AUGUSTA; conferenoc called for 2000 aboard flagship..

Commanding Officers of AUGUSTA, NEVADA, LORRAINE, QUINCY
PHILADELPHIA, OMAHA, MONTCALM, ’ GEORGES LEYGUES, 1E MALIN,
LB FANTASQUE, GLEAVES LOOKDUT ERICSSON, KEARNY EBERLE,

' MG’ COOK, MADISON as woll as Contre Amiral Jaujard, and Rear

Note:,

0000

Admiral Chandler attended conference called by Rear Admiral
Davidson aboard AUGUSTA.

Confcerence cnded.
Night retirement. qrc?vs as indicated:

Rade d‘HYERES - DIDO, DUGUAY TROUIN, LE FANTASQUE.

South of GR.ANDE PASSE - AUGUSTA ENIL& BERTIN.

20 August 1944

'General situation ashore ahead of schedule.’ Arﬁy plans for

capture of TOULON completed, H~hour for attack that city set
for 200800B. C.T.,F. 86 called up DIDO, DUGUAY TROUIN, EMILE
BERTIN and LE FANTASQUE from PROPRIANO. Gunfire support ship:
ordered to be on statlcns 1ndicated below at 0530 to furnish

" support as necessary:

Rade A'HYERES - DIDO, DUGUAY TROUIN, LE FANTASQUEy to support
advance on HYERES and Westward.

S,E. _GRANDE PASSE - PHIL‘DELPHIA LE MALIN; surveillance of
» ~GIENS and PORQUEROLLES. :

South of GRANDE PASSE ~ MONTCALM, GEORGES LEYGUES LORRAINE
GLE.VES, EBZRLE; on call with tnre@ air
gpotting missionse.

South of GRANDE PASSE - AUGUSTA EMILE BmRTIN ERICSSON
ca

CL14- ~ ENCLOSURE (C)
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South of CAPE SICIE - QUINCY, LOOKOUT; onc spotting mission
. continuously. _

South of CAPE ALON - OMAHA, NZV.DA, KTARNY, MC COOK; one
' spotting nission continuously.

GLOIRE ordered to PROPRIANO for fuel.
Recoived word that BLACK PRINCE and ;UROR& would arrive 3ITKA

~area vice DIDO and DUGU.Y TROUIN which had not yet fueled.

0755 =
0750

0815 -

1159 =~

1221 -
1236 -

NIBLACK roported and assigned to NEVADA as scroening vessecl.

PHIL.DELPHIA opened fire.. Other vessels commenced bombardment
in answer to calls of Shorc Firc Control Parties.

Al

LE F.NTASQUE recelived 138am shell from battery L 30 on Cape
ESTEREL; shoell struck conter torpedo tube demolishing sane.
Personnel casualties: 1 man scriously injured, several wounded.

Golfe Hotel at coordinates 103997 held up advance of .llied
forces ashore, PHILADELPHIA and JAUGUSTA fired on this target.

240mm batterics on Saint MANDRIER connoncced firing/on gunfirec
support vessels.

Strong enemy rodar signals notcd innodiqtoly gcmmcd by
AUGUSTA..

PHILADELPHIA opened fire on L-5o ba ttery which had hit LT
FANTASQUE .

. LORRAINE commcnced slow fire ageinst K~20 on Saint MiNDRIER.

BLACK PRINCE and AURORA rcportcd for duty; ordered to takeo

‘assigned fire support stations. BLACK PRINCE ordered to take

GOLFE HOTEL under firc.

Requested bombing m1531ons to work over obscrv“tion ut(tion on
PORQUEROLLES at COOleH“teS Z-170853.

LORRAINE reported one spottlng plane shot dcwn over Saint
M/NDRIER..

ML 562 sweeping in Rade ATHYZRES holed by cneny progcctile of
approxinately 6" size. :

K-20 and K-21 fired at gunfire support ships.
QUINCY fired on armmunition dump.
~15~ ENCLOSURE (C)
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PART VI Chronology {Cont'd)

TOULON heavily bombcd by B-26'sm Onc planc notcd to be hit -
by flzk and crow bailed out.

K-20 and K-21 opened up with accuratc fire; no ships hit..
K-20 and K-21 fired and prevented SUROR:L fron c“rrylng out

‘support nission.

Allied troops reported. entering TOULON. -

Conference of 2ll Comnending Officcers bf~vessels of Taskaorce
86 aboard AUGUSTA. Ships rondezvoused 5 miles East of LEVANT.

Conference aboard .\UGUSTA cnded. Vesscls departed for night
retirement arcas as indlc“tad bolow; ,
OB.-’L iHA Q,UINCY N WxiD 1y PHILMDELPHIA ) sURORAJ NL)DISON,
KEARNY NIBL“CK MACKINZIE, LE IM.LIN, LOOKOUT NMC COOK =
in North—South lane South of Lat, 42-55 N and '
between Long 06-28 E and 06—35 E.

- MONTCALM, GEQRGES LIYGUES, IMILE BERTIN, FLNT“SOU“
LORR.INE, EBAERLE and GLW‘VDS - South of Lat. 42=55 N and
between Longu 06-21 E, and 06-28 E.

AUGUSTA, ERICSSON - vicinity of LEVANT inside 4/S scroen.

Following ships reported to Task Forcc 86 in .ssault Arcai
AUROR.,, BL..CK PRINCZ, EMILE BERTIN, GLOIRI, SOMERS,
MCLANAILIN, NIBL.CK, DISON JOOLSFY TUSC;LOOSA.

Following ships departed frdm Assault Arca:

BL.iCK PRINCE. :

~

21 August 1944

Arny appronching TOULON, Continual air bombings and gunfire
support by vessels of Tosk Forcc 86 softcning dcfenses, Orders
issued to gunfire support-vesscls for shoots as follows. Duc
to. fluid situation ashore, littlc shooting scheduled:

F.NTASQUE and GEORGES LEYGUZIS * Rade BORMES On call

MONTCALM , ~  Rade AYHYERES - FC 37
AHUGUSTA : % miles South of
\ : _ _ GR.NDE P.iSSE- On Call.
AURORA- ' South of
| ' ' PORQUEROLLES FC 4€
IMILE BERTIN . Sanc FC 36

LORRAINE and PHILADELPHIA Sanc © Countor-
. : battery Gicne
‘ R , & PORQUEROLLWSa
QUINCY ‘ S 15 milcs South.

of GIENS On call.,

NEV.DA and OM:iHA : Off CAPE SICIE Planec
~ =16=-  ENCLOSURE (C)
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PART VI Chronology (Gont!d)

Eneny E-boats attenpted to break ./S screen in vieinity of
CANNES=-ANTIBES Arca, BOYLE, CH'MPLIN and C.F. HUGHES attcocked
E-boats with following results: 1 sunk, 1 destroyed, 1 cscaped.

Due to urgent need of vesscls to supplement scrcen-during E-
boat attack, PLUNKETT ordercd to report to CTG 80.6; returned
at 0453.

Vessels of Task Force 86 ordered to fire only at-targets re-
quested by Shore Firc Control Parties so as not to endanger
own troops..

340rm batteries on Scint MANDRIER cormeoenced firlng on gunfire
support vessels. , .

EBEZRLE reported "white flag" flying on PORQUEROLLES. Boat sent
in; received report thnt ..rnenians on that island rcady to
surrender.,

PHILADELPHIA reported loss of one SOC-planc piloted by Lt. .
F.A. CAHILL, U.S.N.R., with W,H. RY.N, ARM2¢, USNR, as radio=-
rnan., Plance brought down by flok over GIENS Peninsula.

PT 553 with Licut. Comdr. 3. H.Graham, USN; Lt. J.L. Nuclsen,
USNR and Ens. J. H, Babyak, USN, on board shoved off fron
alongside AUGUSTA to investigate and intcrrogate prisoncrs
surrendering on PORQUZROLLES. Investigation revecaled 150
Germans unwilling to give up and located in strong points .
on 1slund 130 Armenians {White Russians) rcady to surrender.
58 Arnenlans rerioved by EBERLE boat. Charts and location of
land nines and observation points obtained.

EBZRLE fircd on Gerhan~hcld strong points on PORQUEROLLES;
nany hits in target area. 3 srnll boats in which oneny had
planned to escape destroyed.

i

PT's 553 and 556 ordered to patrol PETITE PASSE to prevent

.escape of Gerrnans to mainland; patrol proved uncventful.

Following ships arrived Assault Area: DUGU‘Y TROUIN.
Following ships departed .issault Area:
To PROPRIANO - NEV.DA, MADISON, LOOKOUT, EMILE BWRTIN,
DUGU.AY TROUIN,
Scrcening assignments ordercd os follows:
QUINCY - MC COOK ond NIBL..CK.
LORRAINE - GLEAVES and ERERLE. ' .
PHILADELPHIA - LE MALIN and MACKENZIE.
-Remcinder of Support Force - KEARNY and ERICSSON (Operated
in area South of ILES DYHYEZRES.

-17-  ENCLOSURE (C)
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oo August 1944

0000 - Situation ashore not clarificd by latest reports; indications
: thot allied troops have bypasscd TOULON and headed toward
M.RSEILLES to the Westward.
Assignnent of gunfirc support ships and shore fire control
parties for 22nd as follows:

0 -

MONTCALM Rade A'HYERES FC 44 SW of Square 0502
-GEORGES LEYGUES Rade AYHYZRES FC. 31 SW of Square 0502
LURORA 3 n1iles South of West of Ville
PORQUIROLLE - FC 40 d'HYZERES.
PHIL.DELPHIA 8 milcs South of Own planes GIENS and
cnd LE MUALIN GI“NS On Call - PORQUEROLLES
' _ counterbattery.
AUGUSTA 3 rnniles South of ,
GRANDE PASSE On Call On call
QAUINCY 1% niles South of
' CLPE SICIE On CalXx On Call
OMAHA ond Radc BORMES , On Call On Call
FANTASQUE ade BORMES On Call On Call
LORRAINE 8 miles South of
' ' GIENS On Calll, On Call
0540 -~ PT's 553 and 556 reported that no attenpt made by enemy to
; evacuate frornn PORQUEROLLES during night.

0730 - EBERLE on station South of PORTZIROLLES to take off
surrendcred cnemy troops.

1130 - Total of 250 prisoncrs renoved fron PORQUEROLLES; 80 Armenians
rcported holding out,.

During forenoon EBERLE was forced to shift berth due to
activities of 340 mn batterices of Saint MANDRIER which had
token her under fire.. Nuncrous large caliber shells also

brackected other vessels of gunfire support force. ,

1220 - "White Flag party" from OMAHA landed on PORQU”ROLLES no
opposition.

1450 - ¢,T,F. 86 received urgent ca2ll from SFCP in vicinity of Cape
SICIE to furnish gunfirc support. AUGUSTA and GLOIRE screcned
by SOMERS and PLUNKETT cpproachced Cape SICIE-LA CIOTAT arecaj
no activity noted. Both vecsscls flrod on designated targets
and scored nuricrous hitg.

1850 - OM. H.: supported landings of 190 Scngalese troops on

PORQUEZROLLES.. Troops transported by TATTNALL which had
reported to C.T.F. 86 for duty. No resistance encountered;
154 prisoners rounded up and delivered to T.TTNSLL. Counter-:
battery firc furnished by PHIL.DELPHIA agninst batteries on
GIENS which hnd fired on H..CKBERRY,

160 SIAT AOTIOT )



PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

G57 -~ "White Flag" noted by PHIL.DELPHIA planc on GIENS Peninsula,

T'ote:

0000 -

340rm batteries on Scint MANDRIER (K-20 and K-21) very active
throughout thec day. Despite smoke screens, guns recpeatedly
straddled gunfirc support ships. Maxirnum range rcported by
AUGUSTA which vessel straddled when approximately 39, 000 yords
fronn Saint M.NDRIER,

-Following ships rcported to Task Force 86 in Assault Arca:

DUGU.AY TROUIN, EMILE BIRTIN, MiDISON, SOMERS.
NIBL.CK released to CTG 80.6.
NZV.\D4, MADISON and LOOKOUT ordecred dcpart PROPRIANO 222300
for Assault Arca,
Screening assignrnicnts as indica ted below:
NZV..DA - LOOKOUT and GLE.VZS (GLEAVES to be rolioved by
KZNDRICK)
LORRAINE - EBERLE and M.DISON.
QUINCY -~ MC COOK and PLUNKETT.
PHILSDELPHILN - SOMERS ond 1LE M.LIN.
AUGUSTA - KEARNY and ERICSSON.
MONTCALM - F.ANTASQUE.

2% Aupgust 1944

Situction ashore vory vaguc, .Considocrable gunflre encountered
by vesscls of Task Force 86 from batteries on GIENS Peninsula
and Saint., MANDRIER. Heavy oir boribings on these targets did
not put battcries out of cormission. Plan to ncutrnlize or
destroy batteries by Commando unit under Corminnder Serriet
disapproved by Cormonder Western Noval Task Force and Army
lcaders, Assignment of ships to gunfire support as follows:

A\
NEVADA ' 15 niles ©South of Planc Spot -Targets on
CAPE SICIE St «MANDRIED
QUINCY 15 niles Southwest Plane Spot Active encn
of CAPE SICIE batteries t
west of -
SICIE
PHILADELPHIA 7 nniles South of Own Planss Necutralizeo
and LE MALIN GIENS ( , GIENS
LORRAINE - 5 niles South On call Cn call
of PORGUEROLLES ’
GEORGES LIYGUES 5 nilces South of On calkl On call
_ PORQUEROLLZIS : , .
MONTCALM and Radc A VHTTRLS FC 35 Arca South
GLOIRE : Rade AYHYILRES FC 43 of 00 East
‘ ‘ of 93 West
‘ of 97
FANTASQUE Rade AYHYERES ~  On call. On call
OMAHA ’ Rade BORME On call On Call
AUGUSTA and - South of ‘ '
42 URORA PORQAUIROLLES On call On call
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340mn bﬂtterles on Saint MXNDRIER cormenced firing on gunfire
support vessels.

PHILLDELPHISA plane reported white flags on GIENS Peninsula
and Jnerican troops in charge of POWs. Ordered Rear Admiral
Chandler, U.S.N. (ComCruDiv 2 in OMAH.) to send party to
GIENS with terms of surrecndery to land troops and support
sane as nccoessary. Plan cxecuted without opposition.

Rear adniral Chandlor reported aboard AUGUSTA for conference

with Rear Admiral Davidson,

Gunfire support furnished .rny troops as called for. QUINCY,

LORRAINE and NIZV.DA heavily bombarded enecny. battecrics on
aint MJANDRIER during the dayw

“ssignment of screen as follows

Mlnesweepors (PORT de BOUC Arca) = SOMERS and’ RODN\N.
QUINCY - PLUNKETT and KE.ARNY.

NEV.DA «*FITCH and LOQKOUT. '

LORRAINE, AURORA and MONTCAIM - LE FANTASQUE and KENDRICK.
OMAHA and PHILADELPHIA - LE MALIN and EBERLE.

AUGUSTA - ERICSSON. ‘

Plans fornulated for criecrgency sweeping of Port de BOUC in
GULF of FOS {to Westward of MiRSEILLES M/S Flotilla 13
(S.0. in ROTHESAY) and LCI(L) 596 (as smoker) reported to
C.T.F. 86 to carry out plan.

Following vesscls reported to Task Force 86 in ASS&Ult Areat
KENDRICK, FITCH, RODMAN and GREENE.:

Following vessels rcleased to CTG 80.6 by C.T.F, 86
GLEAVES, MADISON and MC COOK.

24 August 1944

Assignnent of gunfirc support ships and shore flre control
parties for 24th as follows:

N

LORRAINE Under lee of Giens Plane on From St. MANDRIER
o : call : to grid 92.
LE FANTASQUE " non n Plane on " "
call ,
MONTCAIM n noou i FC 3% On calk -
G. LEYGUES Radc AYHYERES FC 36 TOULON outskirts.
GLOIRE " " FC 39 TOULON outskirts.
PHILADELPHIA Southwcst Cape 3ICIE Own plane TOULON outskirts,
FC 35
OMAHA " " ", FC 43 TOULON outskirts,

QUINCY " LU ‘Plage St. MANDRIFER-
’ ' : CAPE SICIE area.
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PART VI Chronology (Contt!d)

AURORA South of GIZENS FC 43  TOULON outskirts.
NEVADA ' 10 miles South of Plane Counter battery in
F 19 vicinity MARSEILLES
: and GOLFE DE FOS
AUGUSTA South of GRANDE PASSE On call

Cap.. de Frege. M.J.G. Bataille, F.N. (French Naval Liaison-’
Officer attached to staff of C.T.F. 6) and Lt. B, Walker,
U.S.N.R., departed AUGUSTA in PT 555 for PORT.DE BOUC-to
determine if that port was in Allied hands and, if so, to what
extent it could be usod..

LORRAINE opcned firc on K=-27.

PHILADELPHIA ordercd to open fire on .D-06, which had been
firing on RODMAN, '

QUINCY, KSARNY and PLUNKEIT bcing fired on by shorc batteries.
Belloved to be K-20 in addition to other smallcr batteries

in the Capce SICIE area. Nuicrous-close nisses noted.
Destroyers comnenced nmaking smoke, and firing continued until
1425 at which time vessels were ordered to cloar area.

Planc reported PT 555 sinking in GOLFE DE FOS, due to nine
explosion, PHILADELPHIA dirccted scnd SOC to investigate
and rcport. ' '
PHILADELPHIA plane rcported some PT personnel in rubber boat,
sorie still on hull..

Note: Sec Narrative of Events in this Report for account of
PT casualty. '

Scrcening ‘assignments as indicated below:

Minesweepers - SCMERS and RODMAN

QUINCY -~ PLUNKETT and KEARNY.

NZVADA - FITCH and LOOKOUT. -

LORRAINE, AURORA and MONTCALM - LE FANTASQUE and XZNDRICKS.
OMAHA and PHILADELPHIA - LE MALIN and EBERLE,

AUGUSTA - ERICSSON.

Following ships reportod to Task Force 86 ‘in Assault Area
None

Following ships sailed from Task Force 86 Assault Arca:
BROOKLYN and BOYLE - To AJACCIO..
NEIVADA and 1E MALIN - To ALGIERS.
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25 August 1944

Arny plans procececded ahecad of schcdule with respect to capturc
of MARSEILLES and tcPritory to the .Jostward of TOULON, At
latter place considcrable resistancc cacountcred fror cneny
forces on Saint MANDRIER and harbor arca., Advance units and
patrols located in TOULON and MARSEILLES. Rcpeated gunfire
support and air bombings rcsulted in reduction of cneny held
strong points but pockets of resistance present.

Sweeping of GULF dc FOS arca proceeded-according to plan.
Assignnent of gunfirc support ships as follows:

LORRAINE Lee of GIENS = TFighter Plane St., MANDRIER

MONTCALM Lec of GIZINS Calling Yave On call
GEORGHES LEYGUES Lec of GIENS On Call On call
GLOIRE Radc A'HYERES Calling Wave On call
FANTASQUE Lee of GIENS On Call On call

AURORA Lee of GIENS. Calling Wave On call
. - Assign Targects
GIENS! Group

OMAHA 5 niles S.W. Calling Wave On call
of CAPE SICIE
AUGUSTA ' 10 niles South TFightcer Plane MARSEILLES
CAPE CROISETTE " Arca
PHILADELPHIA Entrance to Swept Own Plane Support of
and QUINCY channel Golf de M/S in Gulf
FOS de FOS.

Commander Mine Sweceper Group {CTG 80.10) in PREVAIL plus
escort swceper group arrived in MARSEILLE Area to cormence
sweeping of channcls South of CAPE CROISETTE.

Batteries on CAPE CROISETTE very active and were taken under
fire by AUGUSTA,

Planes reported considerable eneny activity South of MARSEILLE
in vicinity of CAPE CROISETTE and LA CIOTAT, CAPE SICIE area
also under hcavy bortbardnent.,

Corinander Western Naval Task Force (Vice-adniral Hewitt),
Captain ZEnglish, U.S.N. (Chicf of Staff), Licutcnant Corrrander
Griswold, U,S.N. (Flag Licutcnant) and Licutcnant Janes,
U.S.N.R. (Flag Intelligencc Officer) rcportcd aboard AUGUSTA

. for confcrence with Rcar Admiral Davidson, U.S.N.

t

Vice Admlral Hewitt and ncmbcrs of staff lecft AUGUSTA to board
LIVERMORE.

Batteries on CAPE CROISETTE opcned up on AUGUSTA and LIVERMORE.

LUDLOW, LIVERMORE, RODMAN and AUGUSTA opened fire on guns
located on CAPE CROIDWTTE.
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PART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

AUGUSTA ccascd firing on batterics on CAPE CROISETTE, targets
reported neutralized by spotting planc.

AURORA (designated Deputy by Cormander Task Force 86) with
GLOIRE, LORRAINE and SIRIUS conncnced bombardrcent of oaint
MANDRIER.

RAMILLIES, LOOKOUT KENDRICK, GEORGES LEZYGUI3, GLOIRE, OMAHA,
ordecrecd to support AURORA as practicablce in bonbardnent of
Saint MANDRIER.

Bonbardnent of Saint MANDRIER continucd. Plans fornulated to

. continuc gunfirc support against strong point until 1900 and

then have Army denand surrcnder of garrison.

Bombarding vésscls, lcd by AURORA, closcd to within 7 niles
of MANDRIER. Countcrbattery fire fron cneny positions very
negligible, /

Ccased bombardnent of Saint MANDRIER..

Lator rovealed that Arny Headquarters werc unacquainted with
plans to denand surrcndcr of garrison. Plans approved for
continucd bombardment of Saint MANDRIER following day with
denand for surrcndor,

M/S flotillas operating in MIRSEILLE and GULF DE FOS arcas
cre under repcatcd attacks by shore batterics. IExccllent

progress reported by swecpers and cneny gun positions -

successfully neutralized. PORT DU BOUC to bc opened on 26th.

Fallowing ships rcports to Task Force 86 in Assault Arca:
LUDLOW and MiDISON. '
Following vessels ‘decparted fron Assault Area:
PLUNKETT, ERICSSON - rcloased to CTG 80.6..
<"JOOLSEY ~ To AJACCIO and rcturn to CAMEL Arca.
QUINCY and MC LANAHAN ~ To ALGIERS and rcturn to TOULON arca.
AURORA -~ rclecascd to £inC, Med.

Night cruising and screcn a551gmlents as noted below:
LORRAINE MONTCALM, GLOIRE, GEORGES LEYGUES, LE FANTAS"UE,

) gNDRICK and NACKWNZIE - uouth of Lat., 42-55 N on Long
06~35 E.

RAMILLIESv SIRIUS, JONES and LOOKOUT - South of Lat. 42-55 ..
on Long. 06~28 E.

- OMAHA, PHILADELPHIA, FITCH and KTARNY - South of Lat.
42.55'N, on Long. 0b- 21 E.

AUGUSTA and LUDLOW - Southwest of CAPE SICIE,
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PART VI Chronology {Cont'd)
26 August 1944

Night cruising of PHILADELPHIA and FITCH changed to cnable

‘that group to furnish gunfirc support to M/S groups operating

in Gulf de F0S arca, and to act as corrwunication link with

SCR 609 unit landed at PORT DU BOUC by PHILADELPHIA. SOMERS
and RODMAN sereoecning M/S in inner channcls,
Gunfire support assignrcnts as indicated below:
GLOIRE .Radc 4 'HYERES Calling Wave On Call
MONTCALM Lec of GIENS Calling Wave On Call
LORRAINE Lee of GIZNS Calling “fave  St,MANDRIER
LT FANTASQUE Lec of GIENS Calling Wave On Call
OMAHA Southwest of Calling Wave On Calll
- CAPE SICIE ) ,
RAMILLIES Southwest of St .MANDRIER On Call
CAPE SICIE and FORT SIX
FOURS
SIRIUS Southwest of Calling Wave On Call
. CAPE SICIE FOUR SIX FOURS
AUGUSTA 10'niles South of 'MiRSEILLES On Call
. CAPE CROISETTE Aroca
PHILADELPHIA 10 nilcs South of MARSEILLES On Call
- CAPE CROISETTE Area
RODMAN South of Gulf Support M/S Call

On
de FOS o

Gunfirc against Saint MANDRIER during 25 August failed to
rcsult in surrender of encny,., Arcly "B" did not undertake _
reasures to demand surrender; continued gunfire bonbardment
scheduled for 26 August. :

Bombardment of Saint MINDRIER to be resuncd at 1230,
M/S 13 sweeping Gulf de FOS arca and PORT DU BOUC opened.
PREVAIL (CTG 80.10) sweeping M. RSEILLES arca.

Fomation of B~26 planés rcturned fron boribing of MARSEILLES:
plane No. 78 crashed into water, Co-pilot, 2nd Licut.
Everett J. Liebendorfer, 444th Bomber Squadron, 320th Bonber
Group, picked up fwon watcr by LUDLOW., No other survivors,
Plane crash not incident to encriy activity.

1106 = Minesweocpers in MARSEILLES arca under fire of shorc batteries

1230 =~

1617 -

on CAPE CROISETTE; batterics ncutralized by AUGUSTA.
LORRAINE, MONTCALM, GLOIRE, RAMILLIES, SIRIUS opcned up on
Saint MANDRIER closing to within 10,000 yards of encny
batteries. _ v S
Received report that FORT SIX FOURS had surrendercd,
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1630 - Bombardment of Saint MANDRIER ceased; numerouo fires and
explosions noted., No ocneny act1v1ty seen.

1642 - Battories on CAPE CROISETTE comnenced shelling minusweepcrs.
AUGUSTA silenced shore battoeries; one gun destroyed, onc
damaged and two batteries intact.

2100 - Four 1arge shells fron Saint MJANDRIER landed in vicinity of
- LORRAINE,' MONTCALM and GLOIRE which werc approxinately 9 nile:
out at sea; onc¢ shell landed 50 yards from LORRAINE.

Note: Situation on right flank (CANNES Area) quiet; littlec gunfire
support requostod. NICE vicinity rcconnoiturod, cneny
novenent notcd eastward indicated withdrawal toward ITALY.
Planes cncounterecd only slight flak during patrols,

Following ships of Task Force 86 left assault area:
EMILE BERTIN and LE TERRIBLE - to AJACCIO.
H.M.S. BRECON and KIARNY - Relcassd to CTG 80;6‘
GEORGES LTYGUES - To NATLES.
RODMAN and LOOKOUT - To .LPHA area for fuel and return.

Screening assignncents for night eruising and 27 August as
listed below:

Minesweepers - SOMERS.

LORRAINE - KENDRICK. | .
RAMILLIES - HILARY P. JONES and MACKENZIT.
PHILADELPHIA ~ FITCH.

OMAHA - RODMAN..

AUGUSTA - LUDLOW and M..DISON, )
GLCIRE -~ LE F.ANTASQUE.

SIRIUS - LOOKOUT.

27 August 1944

-000 -~ Situation ashore very fluid. JArny troops well entrenchcd in
TOU%ON and MARSEILLES but eneny pockets of r031stanoo still
actively
Cunfire support ships less LORRAINE and LE FANTASQUE ordered
to take samc support areas 2s on 26 August. <my roquested
Nno support cxcept for two ships to be on call to open up on
battcrles on Saint MANDRIER which had fired- into allied troops
in the c¢ity of TOULON,

0600 - M/8 in Gulf de FOS and M.iRSTILLES ircas continued sweeping.

0651 - CHAMPLIN {(on right flank) engagod 4 cneniy tanks in vlcinity of
NICE with excellent rcsults.
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Rear Adniral Chandler, U.S.N. (ConCruDiv 2) rcported aboard
AUGUSTA for confercnce with Rear adniral Davidson, U,3.N,
ConCruDiv 2 departed at 1035 and boarded his Flagship, OMAHA.

MACKENZIE reccived aboard 13 prisoners who cane out fron
Saint MANDRIER in small boat to surrender; POW's included:
4 Gonmsns, 8 Polecs and 1 Czechoslovaklan.

FORT DU BOUC ruportod clecar and capable of hﬁndllng one curgo
ship of 22 fcct draft and one tanker of 26 fcet draft.,

FC party in MARSEILLE rcported one cnciy subnarine tiecd up
along pier in harbor, -

Activity on this day was very scarcce, Situation on Saint
MANDRIER unknown to Cormander Task Forcc 86.. Detailed in-
formation relative to front lines and gunfirc support rcquirc
nents throughout day requcsted of Arny and. Naval Gunfire
Liaison Officor,

Eneny novenent on Saint M. NDRIER not'notod; rnajority of gun

positions appcared to have bcen dostroyod.
Batterics on CAPE CROISETTE and in vicinity of C.ARRY to the
Westward still active against M/S.

" Following ship reported to Task Force 86 in Assault Aroa:

LORRAINE,
Following vessels of Task Forcc 86 left assault arca:

MONTCALM - To FPROFRIANO. .

TUSCALOCSA and EDISON - to PROPRILNO.

OMAHA (ConmCruDiv 2) - To NAFLES.

RAMILLIES - PROPRIANO '

HILARY P. JONES - As cscort for RAMILLIES to FROTRIANO
then to pick up mail for TF 86 ships
at AJACCIO and return assault arca.

, _
. Night screening and rctircncent assignnents as follows:

FEMILE BERTIN, LORRAINE, GLOIRE - LE FANTASQUE, KINDRICK
-and N;CKENZIE.
RAMILLIES, SIRIUS - LOOXOUT and HILARY P. JONES (RAITILLIES
and HILIRY P. JONES later sailcd for
FROFPRIANO). B
QUINCY - McLANAHAN,
AUGUSTA - LUDLOW, - ) ~
Minecswcepers (Gulf de TFos Area) - 3O0MERS,.
DUGUAY TROUIN - RODMAN
PHIL..DELFHIA - FITCH.
" BROOKLYN - WOOLSEY.
PREIVAIL and M/S in MARSEILLES Arca - MADISON,
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PART VI Chronologyngont'i)

28 Au%ost 1944 .

cd by Army troops. Orders issued

to all Task Force 86 vessels not to fire on mainland or
Saint MANDRIER without clearance from Senior Naval Gunfire
LlalSO? Officer. (6th Corps) or Liaison Officer 66 (French
Arny B
Gunflre support Shlps assigned as follows:

EMILE BERTIN South of GIENS FC 34  Deputy - reassigr
, ships and SFCPs

‘ as noecessary
- TQULON areca.-

- LORRAINE ' South of GIENS On call On call
SIRIUS South of GIENS On call On call
GLOIRE . South of GIENS On call On call
DUGUAY TROUIN South of GIZNS On call On call
QUINCY South of FC 36  Railway Guns

‘ MARSEILLES Squarcs T4022
. : and T4122
AUGUSTA South of
. MARSEILLES On call On call
FHILADELPHIA Fucling ALPHA Area On call upon
_ . .  To rcturn MARSEILLES Area roturn
BROOKLYN Entrance to swept On call On call
channel FORT DU ‘FOS FC 37 &
. FC 41
-~ SOMERS Swept Channel FC 41 Support M/S
South of CARRY _ : )
MADISON Swept Arca South FC 42 Support M/S

of MARSEILLES

SOMERS and MnDISON relicved of gunflro support for Minesweep~-
ers, took antl—submarlnc patrol stations off Gulf de FOS and
MARSEILLES respectively (to prevent escape of German
Cormandant of MiRSEILLES via subnarlno)

Senior Naval Gun Liaison Officer, 6th- Corps, notified CTF 86
that arrangecnients forsurrcnder of garrisons in MARSEILLES and
islands off city under way. Surrcnder to take place at noon

28 August.

Report reccived from Liaison Officer uttachod to Frenoh Amy

that Saint MANDRIER had surrendered.’

Senior Naval Gunfire Liaison Officcr, 6th Corps, reported tha
previous information in error in that exact tlme of surrender
and units agreeable to giving in not yct fully known. Islandu

did not yet agrce tc terms of surrcnder.

Situation rcported by Conmander Task Force 86 to Cormander

Naval Westorn Task Force and units of Task Force 86.. -
"No gunfire order"‘'issued to vesscls of this force.
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Senior Gunfire Liaison Officer with 6th Corgs rcported that
criis of surrcnder to toke cffcet at 1300 28 siugust accepted

by Gernan Comnander of M.RSEILLES garrison; question cxisted

as to whether all cneny units would abide by Goneral's action.
Eneny batterios North and “Jest of city complied with "ro fire
agreenent" during previcus night. French officexr ordecred to

" rcport -to islands to detcrnmine attltudo of forces stationed

there..

Ordercd CTG 80.10 in TRIVLIL “to sweep cntrance into MIRSEILLES
Harbor. ) .

Guns ercws of batterics on CAPE CROISETTE could be seen
sitting outside of gunpi%s. Plane flew low over gun positions
and reported that no activity visible.

Boatload of cight (8) Gormans under cormand of Arny Captain,
sccond in cormand of Island DYIF Flying "Flag of Trucc" drew
alongside FREVAIL, Thut‘vessel ordered to have Gernmans report
to IM.\DISON,

..DISON rcported that German Arny Captain desirod dlscuss
tcnns of surrcnder for garrison of 850 officers and ncn
stationed on Islands of RATONNEAU, FOMEGULS and D'IF. Germans
would surrcnder but not to ttho: French if necccsary, would
take up arns against French..

To fuCilthtC matters and avoid possible nenace and delay to
ninesweeping channcl to MARSEILLES, Cormander Task-Force 86
ordered M.DISON to accept - surrender. Conditions of terns to
be discusscd on following day..

Naval Cormondor Wostern Task Force requested to scnd . four
ICI(L) to xanove prlsoners of war.,

HILARY P. JONES reported to Task Force 86 im assault area.
_MACKENZIE rcloased to CTG 80.6; H\CKBERRY rcleased to CTG 80.9.

Cruising and nlght retircnent assignments as for preccding

- night except that HILARY P. JONES delivered nall to vessels

of Task Force 86. \

29 August 1944

Situation quiet. No gunflrb support recquested. AUGUSTA
placed "On Call" to furnish support as necessary. Report
received from MADISON that if final terns of surrender acoepts=

od by island garrisons signal "OK" would bc flashed at 0800.
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0120 - Naval Comnander Western Task Force ordered three (3) LCI{L)'s

to report at first light to remove prisoners from islands.
e ~\Commander Task Force 86 issued plan to land nmarine guerds of

AUGUSTA and PHILADELPHIA on islands to ecnsurc carrying outb
of provisions of surrender; Captain W. ANSEL, USN, of the
PHILADELPHIA to act as Deptity for Rear Admiral Davidson, USN.

1200 - Landing party of 103 marincs from AUGUSTA and PHILADELPHIA
boarded YMSts to entcr swept channel for landings on islands,

1630 - Surrecnder-party landed on RATONNEAU.

1816 - Terms of surrender signed. Iast cneny resistahce in

MARSEILLES area terminated.

Commanding General ‘Jth Arnmy notificd Naval Cormander Western

Task Forcc and Commander Task Force 86 that no furthor gunfire
’ support by naval vessels rcquired.

Note: Scrcening and night rctircnent assignnicnts as noted:

AUGUSTA - LUDLOW and HILARY P JONES.
Mincswecepers in MARSEILIES arca = MADISON
Minosweepers 1n Gulf de FOS area - SOMERS.

PHILADELPHIA - FITCH.
Re“glnder of Task Forcc 86 present - in San TROPIZ arca.

Following vessols reported to Task Force 86 in assault area:
LE TDRPIBLL, MONTCALM, GEORTES LEYGUES and LE MALIN,
Following ships of Task Force 86 dcparted from assault area:
- GLOIRE - To ALGIERS. _
EMILE BERTIN - To AJACCIO for confcrcnce with Rear Admiral
D“YO USN, and turning over duties of
cTG 86.5.
OUINCY and MC LANAHAN - To PALERMO.
BROOKLYN and WOOLSEY - PROPRIANO,

30 August 1944

0000 - Marine Detaohmehts of AUGUSTA and FHILADELPHIA on islands of
RATONNEAU, POMEGUES and DYIF carrying out provisions of
surrcnder torms.

1420 - Orderecd narines, in charge of w»risoncrs of war, to board
LCI(L)'s and recport to ALPHA arca.. Upon transfer of prisoners
to irmy control, marines to rcport to rcspective-:duty ships.
Plans made for transfcr of Recar Adniral Davidson, U.S.N.,
and flag personncl to U.S.,8. PHIL.DELPHIA; tr“nsfor to be
effecected during forcnoon of 31 hugust.
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Commander Task Force 86 Oporation Flan 5-44 (Post Assault
Gunfire Support Phasc) ended., Operation Plan Flare Two
effective.. Following ShlpS detached fron Task Forcc 86 in
Assault Area:

BOYLE, CHAMFLIN, KENDRICK and LOOKOUT - CTG 80. 6
DUCU“Y TROUIN - ORAN. -
SIRIUS - Tc CinCled..

31 August 1944

Ships of Task Torce 86 anchored in San TROPEZ Harbor.

Rear Admiral Davidson, U.S.N., transferred from AUGUSTA to
PHILADELPHIA in company with flag personnel and rccords.

Marine Detachment of PHILADELPHIA rcturncd aboard.

1 September 1944

CoaCrubiv 8, (Comngndor Support Forcc) in PHILADELFPHIA at
San Tropez. BROOKLYN at rropriano, F.S. MONTCALM, LORRAINE,
GEORGES LEYGUES, FANT/SUZ, TERRIBLE and GERUNDIA (CinC
French Naval Forces aboa rds, CATOCTIN (CWNTT aboard) and
CTF 85 on board BISC.YNE, I.PISON, H.P.JONES, LUDLOY, HMS3
DELHI anchored in San»Tropoz, Prance. GLOIRE at slglers,
ENILE BERTIN at Ajaccio ordered to sail to San Tropez.
Adniral AUBCYNE.U, F.N. aboard. WOOLSEY and EDISCON right
flank fire support for 1st ABTF. TUSCALOOSA at ralerno,
Adairal JAUJARD, FN called on CTF 86,
AUGUSTA released from TF 86, 0101301B Scpt. and sailed to
roprlano, FITCH escort,

EMMONS, H.INES, 1\CONB, FLUNKETT and MAINST.Y stood in to
St. Tropez ard anchored,

CTF 86 ordered CBD-5, CCD-7, CDS-16 to prcpanato leave
Mediterranean Arca. h

EMILE BERTIN ndvised CTF 86 sho had a defective turbine;
cstinated tine of conplction 15 days.

SCMERS ordered to sail from Falerno to San Tropez und re-
port to PHILADELFrHIA.

lst ABTF reported Nice harbor could acconnodatce 3 llberty

" ships, CTF 86 planncd to provide two DD remain on right flank

for fire support; one cruiser to be on immediate call at St.
Tropez with French Haval Forccs to worked in gradually.
Spotting by SFCTs or Cubs, 1l2th T.C to provide T-51ls. Front
line situetions Nice described as fluid. Gernans reported
in general withdrawal toward Swiss and Italian borders.

~-DISON -underway and stood out to Lroprlano to escort
BROOKLYN to Naples. CTF 86 ordered CCD-25 to relicve EDISON
with LUDLOT and is sail EDISCN to ITroprianc for fucl ~nd
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armmunition,
1636 - MACOMB underway and stood out,

BROOKLYN ordered to sail to Naples 011800 to pick up nail
and publications: RODMAN reclcased fron duty with TF 86
and orderod to report to CTG 80.6..

C.NTT reported CTG 80.8 conmunlcatlon parties established
at Toulon and Marseilles,

2 Scptehber 1944

0000 - CTF 86 (CaiSupFor) in THILADELTHIA; CNTF in CATOCTIN at
San Tropez; CTF 85 in BISCAYNE anchored at San Tropez.
YWOOLSEY and EDISON provided F/S on right flank. EITMONS
on A/S patrol off Sant Tropez. ‘
H.T. JONES, LUDLOY, RODMAN, DE HAIIJD, and DDs MALCOMB,
ILUNKETT and MAINSTAY anchorod in San Tropez.

BROOKLYN enroutc for Naples cscorted by M.DISON,

SCMERS at Talerno.

FS LORR..INE, MCNTCALM (FCCD 4), GZORGES LEYGUWS FANTASQUW
TERRIBLE ARD GERUNDEL (CinC Frcneh Naval Forces aboard)
anchored San Tropez. DUGU..Y TROUIN at Oran. GLOIRE at
sea onroute to San Tronez. ‘ '

0516 - JOUETT, CTG 80.56 on board, undcrway and stood out.

0730 - Adairal Auboynea, FN callod on CTF 80. CTU 86.5.2 reports
NGLO 45th Div. has spccial firing mission for cruiser in- -
nediatecly., 12 TAC adviscs CTF 8% onc nission of 225 3quadron
Spitfires bascd at Bystcron Canube on call for observation
for east flank, Dalily firing nissions on cast flank increased,
LUDLOW and “JO0LSEY renaincd in F/3 arca.

Due to cormanication failure, French cruiser did not arrive
in FVS area, to answer MNGLO, 45th Div. request., NGLO asked
cruiser to standby on 1 hour notice.

1530 - E¥ILE BERTIN rcported to CTF 86 at San Tropéz.
CWNTF in Toulon-Marseilles area on PLUNKETT.
AUGUSTA escorted by FITCH departed Naples 030001 for Ta-
lermo detached from CTF 86,
CTU 86.5.2 reported little change in front lines eastern
flank. LUDLOW and WOOLSEY in F/S area,.
CTF 86 nade follow1ng changes to FLARE THREE (effectlve
Task Force 86).
{(a) TG 86.1 THILADELIEIL., BROOKLYN, H.T.JONES, MADISON,

WOOLSEY, EDISON, LUDLC.7, LCRRXINE

(b) TG 86.2 MONTCALM, GEORGES LEYGUES, GLOIRE.

(c) TG 86.3 EMILE BERTL“, DUGUALY TROUIN,

(a) TG 86.4 TERRIBLE, F.NTASTUE, MALIN.

-(e) TG 86.5 Cruiser and/or destroyer assigned in bombarde
nent area,
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4£11 units guard N-4, N-8, N-26-N-27 --), Ready cruiser
- guard N-24C., CTG 8é 5 gu rd N-24C. Units at sea guard

N-12 in addition té the above. Group Connanders nay arrange
guards within their group on N-4 - N-27A. DT patrol between
Cape Ferrat and Cape Martin, :

1908~ RODMAN underway and stood out on patrol; detached fron TF 86
ordered to report to CTG 80.6.
Severe electrical storm San Tropeze.

3 Septenber 1944

0000 - CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in IFILaD?LTHIn anchored at San Tropeze
WOOLSEY & EDISCON in‘F/S area. DD!s H,7.JONES, JOUETT
(CTCG 80.6 on board), LUDLOV, MACOMB, HOBSON, DE H\INES
and MAINSTAY anchored in San TrOpez. BROORLYN escorted by
MADISON at Naples. SOMERS at ralermo. CCD-7 and CBD-5
at ralermo, FS DUGU.LY TROUIN at Oran., GLCIRE at sea en-
route to San Tropez., LORRAINE, MCNTC.IM (CCD-4 aboard), .
GEORGES LEYGUES, TEKRIBLE and GIRUNDAL (GinC French Naval
Forces aboard) anchored at San Tropez. CWNTF in CATOCTIN,
CTF 85 in BISCAYNE anchored at San Tropez.

0120 - FANTASQUE underway for Ajaccio.
10235 - CATOCTIN underway for Toulon. | .

0200 -~ NLO, 45th Div. rcqucsted cruiscr in Monaco arca at 030530B.
CTF 86 designated THILADELIEI. and informned NGLO.

0335 - IHILADELTHIA escorted by LUDLOC i and JCNES undcrway for Monaco
area to provide firc support to 45th Div. Estinated 5000
eneny troop concentration and émeny-artillery in thab ¥icinity,
GLCIRE and SOMERS arrived »t San TropezZ,

THILADELTHIA BTA Monaco arca 0830, CTF 86 requested air cover
for one cruiser and 4 DDs in Monaco area from 12th TAC,

CTF 86 requested Rade Hyercs and Golfe Juan be cleared of
rnines to provide sheltered anchorage for support force,

1382 - TOILADELPHIA Fired 16 rbunds at lighﬁ zuns, Cub plane spottdd;
targct beyond max1mun.rangc. -

CTF 86.has 6 destroyors o 31330d tu TF 863 SOMERS, EADISON,
IL.I. JONE3, EBISON, LUBLCY, [COGLSEY. S
GLCINRE ab San Tropez.

1434 - PHILADELPHIA launched two planes for spotting nines and ALS
pat rol.
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1455

WOOLSEY relieved LUDLO'® at screening station. LUDLOW re-
nained in F/S area with EDISON. _

1500 - AJAX with CinCMed and PLUNKETT with CWNTF arrived San Tropez.
1730 - FHILADELPHIA, OOLSEY H.P. JONES anchored in San Tropez Bay.

1758 - BENSON, H MBLETON underway and stood out on patrols. Re-
ceived warning from CWNTF of possibility of hunan torpedo
- attack from direction of Italian coast night of 3/4 Sept;
passed to TF 86.
MONTCALM on 1 hours notice and EMILE BERTIN on 6 hours
notice fron 032359 to 062359,

1900 - BROOKLYN escorted by MADISON departed Naples 1900 for San
Tropez, CJNTF direct CTF 86 to order Java Mine Disposal

Unit to proceed to Nice area and rcport to CTU 80.10.9 for
tenporary duty. : '

2200 -~ DUGUAY TROUIN sailed for San TropcZ.

4 Septenber 1944

0000 - TF 86, CTF 86 (ConSupFor) in PHILADELPHIA; SOMERS, JOOLSEY,
H.P.JONES anchored in San Tropez., BROCKLYN escorted by
MADISON at sea enroute from Naples to San Tropez. EDISON
and LUDLOW at Monaco Area to provide F/S for lst ABTF,.

FS GLOIRE, MONTCALM, CCD~4 aboard, GEORGES LEYGUES, CCD-3
aboard LORRAINE, TERRIBLE, FANTASQUE and GRUNDAL (CinC
French Naval Forces aboard) anchored in San Tropeze.
CATOCTIN (CWNTF), BISCAYNE (CTF 85), PLUNKETT, JOUETT
(CTG 80.6), MACOMB, HCBSON anchored in San Tropez.

0514 - JOUETT stood out.
10650 - HOBSON underway and stood out, -
0821 - MALIN underway and stood out. _
0920 - SATTERLEE stood out; fueled and departed San Tropez.
1020 - FLUNKETT and HOBSON underway. ,
1154 - TERRIBLE aﬁd FANTASQUE stood out for Naples.

- HARDING, B.LDWIN stood in and anchored,

MALIN relieved EDISON in F/S area. EDISON proceeded to
- San Tropez. .

. © ' 433- ENCLOSURE (C)



1304
l/r25 -

1637

"}

2307

0000

0805 -

335 -

1120 -

TART VI Chronology (Conttd)

EDISCON stood in and anchored,

BROCKLYN, MADISON, H.AMBLETON stood in and anchored San Tropez.
GLCOIRE placed on 4 hours notice. Furnished nmaps and charts
and officers briefed on east flank fire support arca,

EDISON underway fronn San TropeZ to Ajaécio to refuel and
for armunition to return to San Tropez, CNTF closed all
U.S. Naval activity at TFropriano.

DUGUAY TRCUIN- stood-in and anchored; placed on 6 hours noticc.
Lt. 4. Dulles, USNR, Liaison Off 1cor on FANTASQUE reported

to CTF 86 for duty,

C'NTF ordered CTF 86 to relcase FANTAS)UE & TERRIBLE from

TF 86 and. to report to CTG 80.6 at Naples..

ATAX (CinCMed) underway and Stood out for Naples,.

5 Séptembor 1944

CTF 86 and nenmbers of staff accoapanied by Cont¥e aniral
Jaujard left on trip to inspect eneny fortifications and
guns destroyed by 4lliecd Naval gun fire,

MACCMB, IMACOCK, E MONS & ELLYSON stood in San Tropez fron
A/S patrol.

EMILE BERTIN Duty Cruiscr.

Due to human torpedo action in bombardnent arca CTF 86 pro-
vided air reconmnaissancce until last light. THILADILIHIA
transferred one plane ten-orarily to BROCKLYN. Belgiun
Y.ibcration Day; all US ships displayed Belgiun Flag. '
LUDLCT fired.

MALIN fired 103 rounds at concrebe emplacenents; results
successful. ,

ENDICOTT & NELSON stood out.

PLUNKETT & JCOUZTT underway and stood out,.

MALIN and LUDLOVW off Monaco sank 10, probnbly 11 human
torpcdoes; captured threec Gernan T0VWs,

USNGLO 45th Div. recquested crulsor for Monte Cardlo arca.
MCNTC.ALM designated. ,
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FONTC..LIT underway and stoed out for lionacd arca, .
POVs brought =2board U3S IHILADELFHI. for intcrrogation by
Captain anscl, USN, )

ELLYSON, ILMNBLETON and FICIS stood out, *

SATTE RLEM, 17ACCLB, MCCOOK stood out on 4/3 patrol.

¢ T on patrol OiL nAnlﬁllo -52an" Reglo arca,

CTF‘86 and nembers of staff. returned aboard,

CTF 86 ordered cruiscr seaplanes to patrol and scorch for
hunan torpedocs off lienton 060530, KA AF and 12 TiC 1nforned.

LICIWTC. LIl stood in fron lonaco Areca and anchcred San Tropez,

6 Scptenber 1944

TF 06, CTF 86 iComBupFor) in FHIL.DELTHIA; BROOKLYN, "JOOL3EY;
1L:DISON, )CI?RQ, HE.T.JCE3S anchored in San Tropez. TS5 1..LIIT,
and US3 LUDLO/ in lionaco ¥/S arca. French ships in TF 86, 3'
EITTLE BIRTIN, GLCIRE, IIZNTC.ALI], CCD-3 aboard GECRGTS LJYGU“S
CCD-4 oboaxd DUGULY TROUTH and LOQR ,IVE anchored in San- Tro-
pez. EDISCI enroute froa Ajaccio. ‘Other ships prcscant,
CATOCTIN (C MTF), BISC.YMNE (CTF 85), JOULTT (CTG 80.6),
PLUNKETT, I..COLT, TCB3CM, DCYLE T;RDIHG, SATTERLEE, T‘B_,‘F%LE,
anchored in San TropczZ. GERUNDIA (CinClied French Naval
Forces).

CTF 86 ordcrcd EIIILE RERTIN to bombardnent area to sail at

0500,

CTF 86 passed to CTF 85 requisitions for provisions for
CHILADELIEIY, BROOKLY, IDISCN, H.T,.,J00ES, 00LSEY, LUDL IO,

and BDISON froa Tarazed 7 Sept

Two cneny E-Boats reported in rort Gofino by Radio Waples.
Cruiser planes launched at filrst light to search and patrol
for humnn tropedoes in F/5 aArea. FGLO 45th Div. Rast Flank
requested onc cruiser for firc support.

ZDI3Z0N arrived 3t. Tropez froa 4jaccic,., C.UNTF ordered TT204
and 214 depart San Tropez to »roceed Cape liartin at night ns
2T screcen and renain until 0900,

DR.,LGOOIT fuel and anmunition shins shifted from Propriasno to-
sjaccio.. '
Flare Threc CTF 86%s Oger“uzon Tlen 6-44 iszsued to TF 86;

.effective on receipnt,

BROOKLYN escorted by mOL:B-, derarted for Ajaccio to re-
plenish fuel and exchange arwwuntion. ETA Ajaccio 203%0.
Due to heavy weather Y natrol cancelled.

TEIL.LDELFHI. departed for Ljaccio to replenish uﬂd to ex
change amunition. .

-35- ENCLOSURE ()



0,, -~
_L it 3
. Q-
1 . 0 £
NERR o &
P /
) O
o5 fry = O a2
Sl £ s o S
S SR © 2
o I oo
n& @ 5 - 3 o G
=0 o .m 3 o
9 e 4D : J_ 3 ..,J
mﬂ o0 K - « qo "~
al¢a) - et ' P
S o = by i
e[ B o
M [ m "Vi MM.
QO 10 & . o . O
ol e ¢ @ ) o 5
14 ‘ [0 (e} [o 3N}
o (! ~ O o
Tl ey < i it} o ar
m Mw & &) ot 3
. : 42 3
< JdH ~ ¢ & e
<) HA o O © 5
o EiED = A I o
ke Gt o e
. "‘ -~ M.
P o RN §4 M Q .m .M
SSTE % s o o &
g S % H X
SR, - o 2y C, 0O
0L 0 o , CO
a% LSRR o G @ nv oo
¢ W .M.L_._ M.v 45 .ﬂ* F=
. 5 o )
L S CA T ¢ T (0] o e
IS - oy et { ¢
4 [3} th 3 Q
Qi L —~4 ! mn
LD m .L b { or-d O &
—~ 0 DN o GG e
& w; — G [é3] ) .m ©
S0 G T M B ) Lz
o o HO g Ty
= B = PN =g o 4 H BB
m.“&.lmw.;)uu;.u ~ g ?W
(@ Yo L e > 4
O o fre=' T A R g mm. NG
b O GGG ~ G m M e
N Bl )N e A b O o 2
W OO «.w A o R L 5 ~ .nU v w\/ /N JW - 1] o N G0
G0 O T et Dup _l Tum -1 P15 R e o Her 4
Sognnlegn 3 Ho T . o [ I o=
O ot md O MO T Ll WUMW Tmu L.mu.. OB el
S o = ! i * S . i L e e B
m.‘ ] w..LFNLwLmu . [ Ao o VMFJ < Fw a,.,\mu.t
! ) ] { ! H 1 ]
'’ c < -
> 8 & & oo g 8
) [T S o Q 54
< oM v N e
> N — Ql [N




0000 -

0758
1050 -

1445 -
1923 -

2312 -

0000 -

0003 -

0130 -

0520 -

FoRT VI Chronology (Cont®d) R

0 Sentenber 1944

TF 86, CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in THIL.DE TLPETA; BROOKLYN escorted
by JOCL3EY at sea steaning for San Tropez to tolke provisions
frea Tarazail. I1L.DISON and T.7.JOITES at bombardaent area.
DUGUAY TRCUIN duty c ru%scr, ZILT B3IRTIN, CLOIRT, IIOWTCALIL,
JLLIET, - GECRGES LETYGUES and LORRGITE anchered at San TrOpez.
TDISON, LUDLO/ cnchored at Jan Tropez. GATOCTI (C T7), -
BI3C. YI (cTr 85), FLUIIETT, TIBLEITON, 1[0} o, BALDIE,
HARDIUG, EDICOTT ILLCCCOI, SATTIRLEE and THOVP@OL in
DRAGOCH urea.
CTT 86 requests blocks of six convoy code words and “If/T
calls signs be allocated CTF 86 to assign to TP 86 .1ovements
when originator. is S“‘llPu authority.
C IETF directs CTU (0.6.,7 to order Freach destroyers FORTUNE
LIIPTE and FORBIN to resort to CTF 86 on arrival so they
can participate with French Naval Units at Toulon.

- TF 06 provisions from T.R.ZED at 3t. Tropez.

BRCCKXLYN recovered 2 planes. CTF 86 requested fire support
chohnel be swent in bombardient area. TG 86.5 tc support
swezapers. PTs will continue to onercte nightly from Cap
Ferrat to Bardighera and will contact cruiser seagulls. at
first light.

Jestern linits of operating area for PTs and LiTBsiloved

to line bearing 135 degrces froa Imperia.

12:DISOlT assigned ho firing aissions for 8 3Zeptenber,

TIBL..CIZ stood in cond reported for duty.
EDISON alongside DEIERCL. for aveilability to repair 5% gun,
DUGUAY TROUIN stood in from Ajaccio..

9 3entenber 1944

-

TF 86, CTF 86 (ComBupTor) in FHILADE ILEFIS; BROCKLYN, 'OCL3ZTY,
TDIS0Y anchored San Tropez., LULLO Y at . jaccio, LJDIQC" .nd

H.P.JOﬁES at bombardient area. DUUU“’ m“OUIN duty cruiser,

'ILJ BERTIN, GLOIRT, ICITIC.\LII, GECRGE3 LIEYGUIS,' TORRATIE
“”D 1. LIN gnchored at Saon Trovez.

LUDLO | sailed for . jnccic For fuel and asnaunition,

1.7T.30I'E3 engaged by explosive boat 5 illes aouth of Cane
Aapeglio. IT engozed boats -

DUCTIAY TRCUIM underway and standing out for Menton area.
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TART VI Chronclogy (Cont®d)

FUILADELPHILY launched 2 seaplanes to patrol Lienton area and
search for human torpedoes and explosive boats. Day fighter
coverage requested froa 53rd fighter wing.

CATOCTIN (C TTF) sailed for Toulon.

FIIL.DILTEIA recovers tivio planes.

CATOCTIN inforamed air vings it is pleanned to fly seagulls
in viecinity of St. Tropez internittently duriag darylight
wvithout signal and to fly o natrol of two seanlanes each
sorning fron daylight to 1000 in icnton area. Requested
that fighters bc bricfcd to cover the latter patrol against
gneak attacks., :

I"ice harbor swent and coansldered safe by 1LLIGTAY.

CNTF directed all aineswceners that CTF 86 nust bo advised
of ~ll operations of sincsweeping on the right flank.

CTU 80.10.9 conmenced sweeping fire support channcl ilenton
arca, results negative although sweeper group was under

eneny fire froi shore batteries.

DUGUAY TRCUIN sailed for Ajaccio to replenish
auntion and to return to St. Tropez at 110600

LUDLO | sailed froa Ajaccio to St. Tronez., All U.3., French
o b

and British ships taking nart in parade at Toulon assigned
berths at Toulon Tor 13 Sepbenber.

10" 3epteaber 1944

TF 86, CTF 86 (ConlupFor) in TPITILIDELTHIS; BRCOKLYM, JOOL3EY,
ZDIS0N, LUDLO f anchored in 3%. Tropez. I1LDI30N and H.Z.JOHTS
at boabardneat area. @ILE BIRTIN, GLCOIRT, GICRGE LEYGUZRS,
HONTC.ALII, ILALIMN and LORR.LIVE anchored in St. Tropez,

BROOKLYN duty cruiser, THIL.DIZILITI.. standby cruiser.

DUGU..Y TROUIXN enroute to .jaccio. Trench ships not assigned

.duties may be suiled by .dmiral Lemonnier to visit French

perts for liberty.

UGULY TROUIN arrived .joaccio.
17.DISON attacked by hunan torpedo;avoided attack. One
survivor recovered.

H.F.JONZS picked u» 3 Itclian Patriots in boat. FT brought
these 2en to FPEILLDELITIS for interrogntion. Italians re-
ported & humcn torpecdoes on dock, :

Firc supnort channcl swept off ilenton. CTF 86 ordered arca
clecored fron centerline to 100 fathor: curve to Tacilitate
ship hondling under fire, ‘
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FﬂRT'VI Chronology (Cont'd)

lat ABTF requested BB LORRnINE bombard enemy in vicinity
Sospel:’ CTF 86 sent 3 Italian Tatriots to Cormanding
General, 1lst Airborne Task Force, Nice,

CTF 86 ordered the LORRAINE, MALIN to be on station in fire
support area at 11 September 0800, to support 1lst ABTF;
retiring to St. Tropez at 1600,

Ten human torpedoes destroyed and one probably destroyed -
by PT boats and destroyer 10 September.i 3 POWS recovered._

CTF 86 ordered LUDLO to fire support arca at 110708 to .
assist WOOLSEY; MADISON to retire to St. Tropea at 111800
or upon exhaustion ammunition,.

Two human torpedoes sightcd by PHILADELPHIA plane on boacn
at Cape Martin. MADISON rcquested Amy to recover if pos-
siblc, ‘ .

1l Septenber 1944

0000 - TF 86 CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in PHILADELrHIz«, BROOKLYN EDIoON
‘TOOLSEY LUDLOW, MADISON and JONES in F/S arca. LORRAIN’:,
and MALIN to arrive F/S area 0800. French Ships GLOIRE,
DUGUAY TROUIN, GECRGES LEYGUES, MONTCALM and EMILE BERTIN
anchored in Swn Tropez. East flank ~heavy fighting cast of
Menton. ‘
MiDISON to sail 112300 to AJaCClO, TTA 120700 to- replenlsh
fuel and ammunition; on coripletion te return to St. Tropeze
PT boat 203 detoohed to call at MNicc and obtaln prasonors
from Army and decliver.same to CTF 86.

GLOIRE on 6 hours steaming noticc llllOOB/Scptembcr.

1010 ~ LORRAINE commenced firing: expendecd 12 rounds at targeti

CTF 86 established 4 PT patrol along lines: "Able" 2 to 3-
iilecs off Menton extending NE as far as 5 niles, "Baker" 2
toe 3 miles off St. Ampeglio extending NE § miles.

1630 - H.P. JONES sailed from, Ajaccio to St. Tropez, ETA 2300.
LORRAINE & INALIN anchorcd in Ste TPropeze. ‘
M:iDISON fired 30 rounds at cnemy troops. MALIN fired 34
rds. at white house and 14 depth charges to forestall
attempted attacks by hunan torpedoes. WOCLSEY fired 419
rds. eneny troops guns and strong points. TLUDLOW fired

- 433 pounds at eneny troops, guns and strong points. 3
FOWs brought aboard U.3.3. THILADELTHIA and interrogated
by Captaln AI\TSEL Uo 01\.

Three hunan torpedo PO%Ws capturecd by arny on Cape Marting
Names: AVER BAUER, FRITZ HARSTMAN and BENJ/MIN 7ILL were
transferred to custody of 6619 M.F. Adm. Company St.
Maxine, Two FOWs GEORGE DRESEL and STANISLAUS .ADAMONSKI
deliverod to CTF 85 who arranged for their transfer to
CincMed, Naples for further questioning.
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12 Septenber 1944

TF 86, CTF 86 (ConmSupFor) in THIL.DELFHIA; BROOKLYN, JONES-.
EDISON anchored in St. Tropez. WOOLSEY and LUDLOW in fire
support area, - French ships, GLOIRE, GEORGES LEYGUES,
MONTCALM, EMILE BERTIN, DUGUAY TRCUIN, MALIN and LCRRAINE
anchored in San Tropez. MADISON at sea, N.G.L.O, requested
cruiser to firc sanc arca as LORRAINE for 12 Septenber.
GLOIRE ordercd by C.T.F. 86 to proceed to borbardment area
120730 B/Scpt. LUDLOW cscorted GLCIRE east of Cape Martin.

GLOIRE sailed for firc support area.

Mineswecping naintennnce continued by CTG 80.10.PT patrols
for night 12/13, Patrol ible PT's 303 and 306, DIatrol

Baker PT's 206 and 215.

Little change in front lines on castern flank. Cruiser
plancs recported torpedocs beached in shallow water at Cape
Martin beolicved to be double and a single torpedo at Menton.
MAINSTAY and JONES nine disposal party ordered to rccover

. thesc torpedocs. Cruiser plane on scarch, rcsults negativs.

0000 -

0630 -

Flak encountcrcd Capc Nero Arca.
FORTUNE and FORBIN rcported to CTF 86 for Fire Support duty.

Several flocting nincs sighted in arca Lat 43-21.3 N and

~in Long 06-50F to 07-30F warning scnt to all ships.

Enceny vessels sighted 22 niles above San Remo. TJOOLSEY -
ordered to sink and destroy. Results negative, WOCLSEY
to depart Monaco arca for ijaccio 140830 to rcplenish
fuel and ammunition. - ‘

13 Septenber 1944

C.T.F. 86 (Commander Support Force) in PHILADELTHIA,
BROOKLYN, EDISCN, H.P. JCNES, and M.DISCN anchored in San
TROPEZ. French ships GLCIRE, GECRGZS LEYGUES, MONTCALM,
DUGUAY TROUIN, EMILE Rz TIi, MLLIN and LORRAINE anchored in
San TRCPEZ. WOOLSEY and LUDLOW in firc support area.
2, PT's on patrol "Able%", 2 PT's on patrol "Baker".. .
Frcnch ships GLOIRE, GEORGES LEYGUIS, MCNTCALM, DUGUAY TROUIN,
EMILE BERTIN, LE MaLIN, FCRBIN, FORTUNE and LORRAINE underway
for Toulon. C.T.F. 86 in PHILADELPHIA stcaricd 5 niles asterr
French forces enroute Toulon. During C.T.F. 86's period in
Toulon Cormanding Officer, BROCKLYN acted as dcputy for gun-
fire support duties. BROOKLYN ordered by C.T.F. 86 to
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P.RT VI Chronclogy (Contt'd)
proceed to bombardment area by 0800.

4 PT's to be on patrol east flank two cach on Able and Baker
patrols, ‘

Channel into NICE harbor completed. Now considercd safec.

C.T.F. 86 orders CTG 80.10 to sweep Golfe Juan to provide
winter anthorage for firc support ships.

Two human torpedos reportcd at Cape Martin and Mcnton
rccovered by British and teken to Toulon. ZEDISON ordcred
by BROOKLYN to rclieve WOCLSEY on station 141500.

14 Scpﬁomber 1944

C.T.F. 86 (Comnander Support Force) in PHILADELPHIA at
Toulon participating in_French Naval Ceremonics. BROOKLYN
(2eputy for C.T.F. 06 on right flank), H.P. JCNES, EDISON
ond MADISON anchorced in San TROFEZ. LUDLOW and WOOLSEY in
Mcnton fire support area supported lst ABTF.

GLOIRE, GEORGES LEYGUIS, MCONTC.\LM, EMILE BERTIN, DUGUAY
TROUIN, LORRAINE, M.LIN, FCRTUNE, and FCRBIN at Toulon for
Frcnch co;ebration‘

BROCKLYN arrived in firc support area; no-missions.
Fircec-support channel off Son MARTIN closed, dangerous due
to nincs; suspcetcf eneny niining at night.

Cruiscr plancs nadce prcliminary air reconnaissance of
Golfc Juan for prcsence of rniines.

Adniral Lemonnier requested F.S. EMILE BERTIN and F.S. MALIN
procced to Bizocrte for repairs upon completion cercrionies

at Toulon.

EDISON gavé close support to sweepers sweceping firc support
channel (San MARTIN). '

JONES reclicved LUDLOW' in fire support arca. LUDLOW procccd
to Ajaccio ET.L 150800, to replenish fucl and armunition and
rcturn to San TROPZZ.

PHILADELPHIA designated roady ship Sept. 16 aﬁd 17.

Front lincs and shore situaticn unchanged. BROOKLYN
enchored San TROPEZ 2330, BROOKLYN plancs made 8 sortics
search, r.connaissance ané spotting for LUDLOY and EDISON.
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15 Scptenboer 1944. -

0000 - C.T.F, 86 (Cormandcr Support Force) in FHILADELFHIA at
Toulon. BROCKLYN, IMADI3ON anchored at St. Tropcz. . EDISON
in Juan in fire support area. LUDLOY, "TOCLSEY at Ajaccio
replenishing fucl and amnunition. F/$ at Toulon partlcl—
pating in French corononios.

EDISON ordcred to- provide flre support for rilnesweccpers
off San Martin,.

Cruiscr plancs made search of cast flank, no eineny activity.
No .1ines spotted by plancs in Connes-Juan arca.

2000 - EMILE BERTIN and MALIN degarted Toulon for Bizertc for rc-
pairs. Recleased forn TF - ’ _ :

CTF 86 ordered TF 86 hot to-operatec cast of Inperia at
night as planes under MACAF, PTs and MTBs under SO0IS would
operate cast of Imnoria«

L

2300 ~ WOOLSEY; LUDLOY sailed “310010 for St. Tropcz, ETA 160700.

16 Septenber 1944

’

0000 - TF86 CTF 86 (ConSupFor) in PHILADELPHIA anchorcd Toulon,
' Trancc. BROCKLYN, M:\DISCN anchored St. Tropocz. IDISON

and JONZS in F/8 drca. TOOLSEY and LUDLOW at sca onrouto
to St. Tropcz. P¥onch ohmpg at Tewlon p‘rt101p ting in
French cernonies,
TT engoged. contrel GXplDGlV“ boat plus four droﬁes off
Martin-Area - none claimed. CTF 86 passcd information to.
Bagtia, SO0IS.

0400 - PHILADELTHIA duty shipe _

0658 - IHIL“DEL HIA underway for San Tropez.

1020 - PhILuDELInIA anchored St. TropezZe.

1140 - Four plancs hoisted aboard FHILADELFHIA.

17. Septenber 1944

0000 - TF 86, CTF 86, (ComSupFor) in FHILADELTNIA; BROCKLYN, WOOLSTY
M.DISON and LUDLOW anchored at 8t. Tropesz. H.T#JONES and
EDISCN in F/3 area. French Ships at Toulon for Fronch
cerononics, ‘

CWNTF approved moving PT bases; CTG 80,5 (ops) fron Ste
Maxinme to Golfe Juan.
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ART VI Chronology (Cont'd)

1

CTF 86 ordered ninesweeping of fire support channel of San
Martin to be discontinued untll further orders. Tlanes re-
turncd to base, -

Golfc Juan swept and declared safe for qnchorago outside 3
fathon curve.

GEORGES LEYGUES anchored in St. Tropez.

18 Septenber 1944

TF 86 CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in THIL.DCLPHIA; LUDLOJ JOOLSEY
anchored at St. Tropez. M.DISCN and JCI'ES in’ F/S area.
EDISON enroute to Ajaccio to replenish fuel and armunition.
LORRAINE at sea enroute to Oran. -GEORGES LEYGUES at St
Tropez - Duty Cruiser. GLCIRE at sea enroute to Alglers;
MONTCALM at Toulon, ' :

19 Scptenber 1944

TF 86, CTF 86, (ConuupFor) in PNILADELTEIA and LUDLOW
anchorcd in St., Tropoz, BRCOKLYN at Talcrmo. JONDS en-
routc to Talerno. IMADISON and WOOLSEY at F/S arca.
EDISON canroute to St. Tropcz. MCNTCALM, DUGUAY TROUIN
a2t Toulon., LORR.INT cnrcutc to Oran; GLOIRE at iAlgicrs.

FORTUNE sailed from Oran for St. Tropoz.

20 Scptonmber 1944

TF 86, CTF 86, {ComSupFor) in PHILADELIHIA; BROOKLYN at
Palcrno, JOOLSEY, EDISON asichored in San Tr0poz. H.P.
JCNES cnroute to Talermo; MADISON and LUDLOW in F/S arca.
GEORGES LEYGUES cnroutce to Algicrs. MONTCALM at sca for
the night. DUGUAY TROUIN at Toulon; GLOIRE enroute to
Toulon. Woother stofny, planc flights cnacelled and TT
operations cnacclled,

IHILADEL:th sailed from San Tropez for Talermotto recturn
24th, Adniral Jaujard in MONTCALM-doputy for CTF 86 and
upon his dcparturce this duty gbv~lved upon Corxianding
Officecr, DUGU..Y TROUIN,

WOOLSEY to relicve MiDISON in F/S arca at 201830.

MADISON t9 sail-to Ajacclo to ronlonlsh fucl and amunition
at 202300,

-43- TNCLOSURE (C)
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1052 - MONTC.LIM ordered to fire support area.

0000 -

®

2l Scptenber 1944

T.F. 86 C.T.F. 86 (Cormnander Support Foree) in PHILAD“LPHIA
onroute to Palerrio, BROOKLYN, JONES at Palerno. TADISON

- enroutc to Ajaceioc, JOOLSEY and LUDLCW at firec support ared.

10600

0000 -

0700 -

0800 -

0000 =~

0700 -

MONTCALM at San TROPEZ. GEORGES LEYGUES at ALGIERS for 10
days rcpairs, EDISON at San TROPEZ., DUGULY TROUIN at TCULON.

Weather ovcrcast with rain. Wind 32 knot fron N.E.

EDISON relieved LUDLOW in fire support arca.
LUDLOY dcparted bombardment area for Polermo. .

22 Scpteomber 1944

T.F. 86, C.T.7. 86 (Comonder Support Force) in PHILADELPHIA
ond LUDLOW steaning to Pelermo. BROCKLYN, JONES at Palermo.
EDISON, WOOLSEY in-fire support area.  MADISON cnroute
Ajacclo., MONTCALM, FORTUNE at San Tropez. GEORGES LEYGUES
at Algiers; DUGUAY TRCUIN, GLOIRE at Toulon.

M.DISON decparted 4ijaccio fer San Tropez.
FORBIN arrived San Tropsz,

FHILADELPHIA moorcd at Prlerno.

C.T.F. 86, assisted by Staff and Cormandineg Officer and

-officers of BROOKLYN, conducted matorial inspecction of

PHIL.DELPHIA. : y

v

Received informat ion from French source, cneny planning

surprisc assault on allicd shipping in Toulon and Marscille-

Bays fror La. Spezia to be corricd out by Italian MaS boats,
hunan torpedocs..

2% Scptenber 1944.

T.F. 86, C.T.F. 86 (Cormander Support Force) in‘PHILADELPHIA
caroute to Toulonjy BROOKLYN at Palcrno. EDISON, WOOLSEY,

in fire support arcas MADISON at ijaccio. JONES onrouto
for Oran.

FORTUNE, DUGU.Y TROUIN at San TfOpéz. GZORGES LEYGUES at
Alsiers. MONTCALM, GLOIRE at Toulon,

FORBIN arrived at San Tropez at 0700.

MURPHY dos1nn~ted destroyer to meke distrlbutlon of publica-
tions to T.F. 86.

0700 - PT 310 strafed by friendly planc off Capo Ampecglio.

Sl ENCLOGURE (C)
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PART VI Chronoloyy (conttd)

VOOLSEY, CDD-25 on boaru, ordered by CTF 86 to depart
Moncco Area at 1900 for Cran to conduct full power run
enroute, .

CTG 80.5 (ops) assign 2 PTs to Toulon and 2 to Marseillcs
to be erployed to augnient off shore patrol

24 September 1944

0000 - TF 386, CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in PHILADELTHIA enroute for
To?lon. BROCKLYN, JCNES at TFalernmo., WOOLSEY, LUDLOW
enrcute Oran., MADISON EDISON F/S arca.

~ FORTUNE, FCRBIN, DUGUAY TROUIN at St. Tropoz. GEORGES
LEYGUES at .lglers. MONTCALM, GLCIRE at Toulon.

CTF 86 advises CNWIF he deisires a c¢onference before
“latters departure fron Dragoon arcae.

In order to provision.cruisers in TF 86 with fpesh fruits
and vegetables, CTF 86 ordcred FHILADELTHIA to Marseilles
to provision from SATURN.

,
[

In view of E-B at and M\S Boat qct1v1ty, CTF 86 ordered
EDISON to rendezvous with PHILuDELTHIA position in 42-77N,
07-36E at 2230, thece escort FE ILnDEL“HIA to Marseilles,

1800 - BROCKLYN sailed for San Tropez, ETA 251530,
CWNTF .fedistributed nlnoswc001nu forces. Minesweeping

forces of east flank CTU 81.4.9, Captain Willisns directed
to report to CTF 86 for duty.

25 Scptenber 1944

0000 - TF 86, CTF 86 (ComSupFor) in PHILADELTHIA, escorted by -
’ EDISON enroute Marseilles., BROOKLYN cnroute St. Trcpeze.
JONES at Palermo. OOLSEY and LUDLOW enroute Oran.
MURTHY enroute Marscilles to distribute publications to
TF 06, FCRBIN and MADISON in bonbardment arca.

DUGUAY TRCUIN, FORTUNE at St. Tropez. MONTCALM, GLOIRE
at Toulon. GEORGES LEYGUES at Algicrs. LOR?AIN? at Oran.

0000 - PHILADELTHIA anchored in Marseillds Bay.

CTF 86 left ship to drive to Toulon for conference with
CNWTF.

45 ‘ - ENCLOSURE (C)
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‘qu - MONTCALM sailcd about 251100 to Algicrs for rov1ctuglllng.
GLOIRE to sail to relieve DUGUuY TROUIN as duty cruiser.

EBERLE ordered to report to C.T.F. 86 for tenporary duty.

Contre Adniral nuboynoau h01sted hlu flas in DUGUAY TROUIN
25 Septenber.

CWNTF issued orders placing ¢TG 80.5 (ops) whilc operating
on right flank, FTs and ARBS, to be undcr opcerotional control
of C.T.F. 86,

Upon depgrture NCWTF C.T.F. 86 will naintain following
channels of cornunication: 7th Aray Comnand, T.F. 86, Rear
to 4jaccio, Tort wave, T.¥. Cormanders, nonr link %o ConNavNAW
MACAF, 12th TAC Corriand, .

1200 - C.T.F. 86 conferred with NCUIF.

1730 - CATOCTIN (NCWTF) dcpartcd Toulon for Naples.
No PT patrol tonirsht.
Task Group 80,10 dissolved. Ncw tenporﬁry task units’
constituted consisted of same forces.as follows: TU 81.4
vice 80.10. .23 TU 81l.4.3 in licu 00.10.3; TU 81l.4.4 in place
80.10.43 TU G1l.4.9 instecad of 80.10.9.

26 Scptomber 1944

/

0000 - T,F. 86 C.T:F. 86 ¢CD 8, (Cormander Support Force) in
lHIL“DELIHIn, EDISON and MURPHY anchored in Marscillcs Bay.
BROOKLYN at San Tropez. JONES at Palerrio. WOOLSEY and
LUDLOW at Oran. M.DISON ‘and FORBIN in bombardment area,
EBERLE at seca escorting LST convoy. TLUNKETT at -sea
escorting convoy.

F.S. DUGUAY T?OUIN GLOIRTE, FORTUNE at San Tropcz. MONTCALM,
GEORGES LEYGUES at ulglOTS. LORRAINE at Oran.

FORBIN with sound contact 0640 ot Lat. 43- 30, 07- 26 several
patterns dropned, surfaccd and sank a nidegct submorine at
0755, Two survivors to bc brousht aboard flagship for

interroga tion.
C/.MEL beach closcd,
1100 - THILADELFHIA and EDISON undcrway for San Tropez.

1400 = EMPIRE GAT sailed fron Falcrno to Ajacoio. (Anunition ship
for TuFo 86).



ggg=m2§5au§namm !'&Maa& .~’ : - "‘ /

1810 -
1845 -
1847 -
1944 -
1950 -
2208 -
2230 -

2250 -

0000 -

0015 -
0536 -

PART VI Chronolosy (Conttd) -~ -

> -

MiDISON to be relicved about 1830 to return to St. Tropez.
CTG 80.6 orders sail Oran and NIBL.CK to arrive St. Tropez
271800 and to report to CTF 86 for duty.

Launched two plancs for reconnanissancc m1531on along the
coast in the fire suppoxt areca,

SC-lO}O stood in.

Recovered two planes.
YVMS~-355 underway.

U.S.S. KEARNY stood in.

USS KEARNY stood out to establish night A/3 patrol

USS MADISON stood in. -

ARB-Bl.alongsido.

USS MiDISON anchored bearing 231° T, | :
LARB-31 cleﬂred the side. |

USS MADISON's boat broursht over 3 German FO0Ws to be
questlonod.

Uss NURIHY underway and standing out to carry out sailing
orders to Ajaccioe. '

~

27 ooptombor 1944."

EIGHTH Fleot Dp-Tlan . NO?—l (nodificd). CTF 86 (ConSupFor)
and CorCruDiv- 8 in USS IHILADELTHIA at anchor in Golfe

de St. Tropcz, Southern France., CTF 86 Op<«T'lan 6-44 (Flarc.
Three) In cffect. GLOIRE (ready cruiscr), BROOKLYN (stand-
by crulser), MADISON, EDISON and FORTUNE at anchor in Golfe
de St, Tropcz; DcdeY TRCOUIN at anchor in Toulon harbor;
GECRGES LEYGUES and MONTCALM at anchor in Algiérs; EMILE
BERTIN at anchar in Bizerte ‘harbor; GLE;AVES on anti-sub-
narine patrol ~ugside Golfe de St, Tropez harbor; H.P,JONES
and FORBIN in fire support arca; LORR.INE and NIBLACK at
Cran; BENSON at M”rsellles, PT patrols Able and Baker on
station, :

ﬁSS EDISON underway and stnod out enroutc to Oran,
PHILADELTHIA launched twoe plancs for coastal patrol to Cape
Mcle and for spotting for H.P.JONES.

~47- ' ENCLOSURE (C)
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TART VI Chronology (Conttd)

French DD FORTUNE undbrway and standing out to relieve
Fronch DD FORBIN in firc support arca, who wil then prooeeﬂ
directly to AJ&CClO for fuel and anAunltlon.

LSTts 233 and 265 standing in.

U.S.5. KESRNY and U,5.S. GLEAVES standing in after con-
pletion night patrol.

U.5.S. KEARNY proceeding to St. Maxime harbor.
GLEAVES anchurod. .
LST 526 underway to shift berths.

U.S.5. BROCVLYN launched two planes to continue patrol and
spotting in Tire support area.

THILADELPHIA recovered two planes,

U.S.S. GLEAVES underway to ohlft berths. A
ARB 21 alongside to bring abo d CTU 80, 6 10.
CTU 30.6.10 left the ship.

SC 524 standing in. _ A )

SC 1210 standing outbe. ‘ -
FC 621 stahding in.

For reconnaissance over fire support arca, U.S.S. DHILA-
D?LIHIA catapulted 2 planes.

3 Gernman POWs, Johannes NUHL Werner. JACOBB, Joseph ESTELES,
¢rew of nldact subnarincs sunk by FORBIN 43-30N - 07-26E .
at 2607554 transferred to LST 265-at St. Trcpez Tor trans-
portation and delivery to CinCMed, Naples.

U.3.8, VUILADELTHIG hoisted two planes aboards

GLEAVES stood out foPf A/S patrol outside harbor.

See H.T. JONES 2720464 and FORTUNE's 272015A for repdrt

of nissions fired 27th Scptcnber. -
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20 September 1944

0000 - TIGHTH TFlcot Cpllan KNOD~1 {nodified). Cormander Task
Ferce EIGHTY-SIX, (ComSunTwz) and ConCruDiv 8 in U:S.S3.
THILADFLIHIA Flansh;r, Rear Adairal L..:. DiVIDSCN, U.S.N.
at anchor Golfc de St. Tropoz, Southorn Francce. CTF 86 Op-
Tlan 6-44 (Flare ThrEo) in-effcct, GLOIRE (duty cruisar),
BROOKLYN (standby crulsvr), M.DISON at anchor Golfe de
Tropez. DOUGLY TROUIN at anchor Toulon horbor; FORTUNE
and H.PL JCNIZS in fire support area; LORRSLINT at Oran;
FORBIN at anchor Jijacco harbor; BENSON acnd NIBLACK enroute
to St. Tropez to rc 1t Ior duty. Ste Raphael patrol
night 27-28 Sont. 3¢ 1173 between lat. 43-21N 06-46E and
43-21N 06-50E. EKEARNY betwcen 43.25.5N 06-55E and
4% ,20N 06-55E. T patrols able and Baker on staion.

00350 -~ Coastal Force opcrablnns carried out betwecen Cape Noli and
La Spezia fron 280030 to first light.

N7°0 - GLEAVES departed A/8 patrol outside Golfe de Tropez 06204
for Toulon tatreplensih fuel.

D630 - Two cruiscr plocnes fron U.S.S. BROOLLYN launched (rccon-
naissance patrol firc support arca) at first lipht,

1000 - CTG 80.5 shifted base from San Tropez to Golfe Juan.
CTF 85 called on CTF 36

1020 ~ Tww cruiscr pilones froa U.S.S8. BROCKLYN secured,
1145 - JOUETT 00.6.7 aboard, stardins out of San Raphacl,

1155 - M.DISON underway Golfc £o Tropez for Gulf Juan as escort
for ENFIRE FAY. 100 occtiinc tanker for I'T Basc.

1200 - KEARNY - DesDiv 21 Lo“aro Jt“nalnﬁ out of San’Raphcel
(Canel Beoach closcd) CTF C5 sailcd for Naples, LCI 19
(KEARNY sailed for Orn n) - _

1200 - GLCIRE undcrway for Toulcon, THILADELPHIL launched 2
nlanes for patrql East Flonk. (Mission to chserve
for nidget subnorines returning to hase).

1400 - Rccovered two THIL.LDELDUIL »lancs, “IOCLSTY ﬂnd EDISCN
rclecased fren TF 06 cricred to roport to CTG 00.6.
Reccived word coastbal Torcos would bo OpOTﬂu‘HL between
Genmoa and Spezia night of 23-29 Sept. CTF 06 sernd dise
patech to CG 7th Arny cnd CG fth Corps infornins both
partics CTF 86 now SOPA Southern Comst of France and is

]
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.CC BENSON, Gunnery, Cv"_"? i
‘reported aboard for b

TART VI Chronolosy (Conttd)

28 Sentenber 1944

-

responsible for gunfire support on risht flank, offcnsive
and defensive oporatlono against cneny othDlng and naval

‘forncs. That GTG 80.0 is responsgible for convoy rcve-

ricnte and protection. of approaches of Southern French
portse SC 515 standing San Tropez bouy and  reported for
duty. .SC 515.assigned ../6 patrcl duty Golfe San Tropez.
MADISON to remain at anchor in San Tropez., JCONIES ordered
to retire to Golfe Juan ad forrn 4/S patrocl for Golfe Juan
on complobion firins rission, 18t ABTF roquest two des-

_troyers renain in T 'S, arca to observe flashes of muns
on _becach who ore gngn on troops and toke batterics

unier fire. CTH ¢6 od¥ilsew request impossible at present
but ordecrs ".ble"™ and "Bakert T patrols to ob erve and
plot locations of cnony guns firins,

S FORTUNE standing in San Trepez rodio repaired and
FO?TUNE ordered to precesd to fire support arca. CTF 86
sent nessage to CG 1st ABTEF, Nice his fla -ship would arrive
Nice 29 Sept. and to coac “bhard fo confercnce. Li-Condr.

'RESSLER, CTG 80.5 and NGLC to lst ABTF, Lt(js) ROSINSTIEN

recived saric nNesSsSags.

FS FORTUNE standing ot for fire support arca.

- 29 ‘Septenbor 1944, S
ceD-8 (OTF 86) on board THILADELTHI. (F), BROCKLYN, GLEAVES,
MADTSON anchored San Trﬂpez Baye. Reor Adairal L.l

D.VID3ON, CCO-0 and CTF 86. H.T. JCNAJ, during nicht until

first llﬁht patrolling A/8 patrol Golfe Juan then to resune

a firc support to 1st ABTF on risht flonke FS FORTUKE in
Fircs Support arsa. SC 515 on A/S patrol San TropeZ.
BENSCN reported to. OTF 86 and enroutc tn San Tropez. o
GLCITE ot Tou1on, EMILE BERTIN at Berzerte. MONTCAILM and
GEORGES LEYGUHS at -Algiers LOTRAINZ at Cran, DUGUAY
TROUIN at Toulon. CTU 31.4.9 has not reported to €TF 86.
Con8thFlt (CWNTF) Opllan ANOR-1 and-CGTF- 26’ Collan beid
(FPlarc 3). “leather clear, wind force 4, visibility good. |

FPHILADELIHIA lounched two plances for patrol ZTast Plank,
SC 515 anchored in Sen v-naz.
U.5.5. BENSON stood in Jan Tronez and renortoel for duty.

3
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Two THILADE LIrHIA plancs rccovered, THILADELLHIA cscorted
by CLE.\VES und orwn y for Nice, France by staandard route

speed 20.

THIL.DELILHIA standins to in Bay Nice. T 303 in Nice to
pick up Colonecl Walker, Col., Bwans and LH{ jg) Roscrarten,

GuEIV“S on A/S patrol secaward. H.7. JCNZ3 in sisht
boribarding castwaré on risht flank, Coslonel W.LKER,

IV..NS and Lt(JF) RCSEG, ”“TEN carie ahoard.

THILADELLHIL underway, wvroserrhed, to St. Tropez.

Stcaning as boefore in conpany with U.3.5. GLEAVES as
A/3 scrcen at vorious courses ond spceds enroube to
Gulf dc Juoine, T 303 fellowing astori.

TU.S.3. “HILIDTIIFEIA anchored in Gulf do Juan; GLILVES

steangd to scaward as A/3 screen NIRLACK G coarted Toulon
for S . Tropoz

miS BMITIRE FLY cane alon~gide to port side THILLDELTHIL

to reccive water. Two 30Cs frcm BDROOKLYN enroutc to

relieve THILADELL VI, plancs on spottinsg nissions on
richt flank. H.T. JONES firing on camouflaped box cars
at coordinates C-891 731. GICIRE departed St. Tropez
for Toulon,

Both THIL.JILiIHIL's SOC planes returned ond werce taken
aboard., ; '

Cols WALKTR, COl, FV NS and Lt(js) ROSENGASTEN left ohlp
via,LT 30% for N}cc.

CC EMCIIRE F.Y, CO THILADELFHIA and nenbers of staff of
Rear Admiral DAVIDSCN, USN, held confercnce.

Exchonmged enlls with BINSON procceding to ~unfire
support area on right Tlank as velicf for FS FCRTUNE.

- H.T, JCNES reported having foreed & MAS boats behind

breakwater in San Rono.

Ordcred GLT.VES to procccd gunfire supnort arca ou
right flank as relief for H.i..JCNES,

PHILADZLIHI, launched twe planogs as relief for BRCCKLYN

gpottins plancs.

’

Lt-Condr, BROW, USN loift wuin “’vwnn caﬂbl,ued confercnce
with CTi 86, ro FCRTUNE oriured to prvcood fronn fire sup-
nort arca for Ajaccio L refucl, take on stcres ond
arywnition. Denarted ot 1930,

- 51 =
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THILADELTHIA anchorod in Gulf of St. Tropez. CTF 06
ordered SC 515 to maintnin A/S patrol of S . Tropez.

H... JONES rcported in vicinity of S‘. Tropcz ordered to
renain on patrol to scaward of SC 51

CO BRROKLYN camc aboard for conference with CTF 86,

Corzanding O7ficer, Gunnery Officcr and Comnunications
Cfficer of NIBLACK renorted aboard for confcrecnces and
briefing. TLUNKETT and EBERLE duc to arrive  in Toulon with
convoy during dnylight. Ordored to fucl and provision and .
sall to St. Trcpez bonorrow. Recelved despatéh that due

to weathcr arrival scheduled at 010800 October. CTF 86
ordered CTG 00.5 to maintain I'T patrols Able and Baker.
BENSON and GLEAVES patrolling to couthwavd of Antibes to a
line 20 off shorc. T

30 Septenber 1944,

CTF 86 in U.S8.S5. THILADELCUI. which is anchored in Gulf
St. Tropez. SHip present; BROOKLYN, lADISON, MORENO,
N..RROG.NSETT, assirnmcnts of vesscls of TF 86’ as rollows:
BENSON and GLEAVES in fire support area in right flank,
on patrol during night south of Antibes; PT patroTS Able
and Baker off firc_support arca on Pisht flank; EMILE BERTIN
enroute Leshorn, MONTC..LM cnd GEQRGES LEYGUES in Algicers,
FLOIRE, FORBIN at Toulon, LORRAINZ at Oran. SC 515 on 4/S
patrol off San Tropozy H.F. JONZS on 4/8 patrol to seaward
of 3C 515. TFORTUNE enrcutc to uJaCCiO wecather cloar,
conditions norna 1. No cnciy activity rcported.

HILADELTHLA departed Sap Tropoz for Toulon.

Zxchanged calls with H.D. JONES ordercd that vessel to
sccure from 3A/S patrol ond anchor San TropoeZz.

DUGUAY TROUIN (CTG 86.2) stood out of Toulon enroute to Ora:

1020 ~PHILADELPHIA noored to Buoy #2 in Toulon Harbor. 1030
Comvwunicntion officers of CTG 80..8, 81. .and CTU 80,6.7 canc
abocrd PHILADELFHIL for confercnco.‘ ptain Messner, U.S.N.

(cTG 80.10), Capt. Willians, U.S.H., qnd Condr. Roville

rocported on benrd for eonfcronces.

1140 =

1200 -~
13200 =~
1500 -

1656 =
1745 -

PHILADELTHI. comiicneced fuclins fron VAR which came alongside
to port.

Anchored as heforc.
Captain of FS FCRBIN cane nhoord.
EMILE BERTIN stood in., 1545 - PLUNKEZTT roported for dubty.

French Tanker VAR underway fron “lon;side for anchorage.
4ARBs 21 22, 24, 34 nocred clongside.
- P TNOT OGN ()
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Commander Support Foree
(Commender Cruiser Division Eight)

Part VIT

A

Renort of Casualties and Battle Damage

i

L.S. TANTASAUE on 20 August 1944 while in RADE D'HYERES was struc
>v one (1) 138 mm shell helisved to have been fired by battery
L—BO_located on GITNS Penissula, Projsctile landed on and de-
molished center torvnedo tube on nort side mount. FANTASQUE
suffersed five men wounded, two of whom were transferred %o a
hosnital shiv in the ALPHA area, Damage did not prevent FAN-
TASTUR from remaining in arsa to furnish gunfirs suprort.

Entire new torpedo rount resuirsd as a result of this ﬁamage.

No estimated date of comnlation of revairs available, TFANTASQUE
will require abailebility at Wabv Yard to affect necessary remairs.

GEQORGES LEYGURES on 20 August 194/ was taken under heavy fire of
enemy artillery at ST. ELME, Straddled on numerous occasions,
the GEORGES LTIYGUES was gtruck by two nrojectiles believed to be
of 138 mm or 150 mm size., One ©oFf these shells landed on the star-
board quarter completely deémolishing the Bofors quadrunle 4O mm
mount, The second, projectile hit and carried away a strut on
the after stack which held un the antenna, As & result of the
hit on the 40 mm mount,; fires wsre started and sll ready service
ammunition wes lost, Slxtean (16) men were wounded, one (1) of
whom later died. Vessel rzmsined in gunfirs su“*ort arza and
carried out gunfire summcrt dutices. New 4O mm mount r@qulred.
Estimated date of completicn of repairs unknown as shin would
have to obtain complete mount and wiring installstions in a
navy yard. :

H,M,M,L 559 while sweening off DPORT AN (between PORT CROS and
CATE BINAT) on 15 Auzust 1944 was severely shaken hy two exnlod-~
ingz mines. No actual renort of damage received from that vessel.
ML 559 wes sent to MADDALENA under her own nowere thse s=me day.
Mo wmersonnel casualties renorted, No further rs—ort of damage
to thig craft received by Commander Task Forcs 86,

PT #555 while on return trip from PORT DE BOUC on 24 August struc-
a shallow water nmine which resulted in the 103s of the cr&ft aft
of th forward bulkhesd «f the engineroom, Tive men were killed °
and one suffered a broken leg, Forward nart of boat remained
afloat and was towed to safstv, In view of demeser of loss of
entire boet, it was deemed =2dvisablae to destroy all redar and
other secret equinment on. bosrd; ihis ~lan was subseqguently
carried out. Boat was at first b2lieved to be salvageable dbut
later this view wes chenged rn? it vsa& reconm~anded that she be
stricken. from the nevy list of vageala,

- l.o- :
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TPart VII (Cont'd)

Report of Casualties and Battle Damage
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HoM.M.,L 562 on 20 August 1944 while sweeping in RADE D'HYERES
was struck by a 6" nrO]eotlle which landed and exploded in the

- officers' quarters, No serious damage resulted. Vessel proceed-

under own power after meking temporary repairs to MADDALENA., .
No personnel casulaties wére received as a result of this hit.
Estimated completion date of repairs unknown., .

THILADYLFHIA SOC-3 Plane No. 1083 was shot down on 21 Auvust while
on spotting mission over GI¥NS Teninsula. No eneny plapes noted
in arcea and S0C believed to have been brought down by fleak,

Plane was found and reported a2 total loss., Pilot and aviation
radioman renorted missing, Body of aviation radioman later
recgvered from water and -definitely identified (by identification
tag) . -

TUSCALDOSA .S0C-3 Plans No, 9873- on 26 August 1944 was struck by
enemy flak while on mission over CANN%S~-ST, RAFAEL, Damage was
slight with piece of metal penstrating nlane and exploding ABK
redio set. The aveition radioman received slight wounds on
finger as a result of this explession. Repairs completed upon
return to BROCKLYN from which shir plane. was operating.

ENCLOSURE (D)
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PART VIII

REPORT OF AMMUNITION EXPUNDITURES

Ammunition expenditure‘by Sitka forces during the assault phase of
eration DRAGOON 15-17 August.

15u b 8n 5,250 an
RAMILLIES & T -
AUGUSTA 313
DIDO 495
SOMERS ' 712
GLEAVES ' ' v 265
L6 313 495 77 Total 1831 Rounds.

Ammunition expenditure by entire support force (T.F.86) during the post
assault phase of operation DRAGOON 18-30 August on the left flank,
340 155 138 90 . 75 4O

15" 14" mm 8" mm 6" mm 5,25" 5S¢ L.gn 4t mm omm omm

AN ILLIES 145

20
mn

——

VADA
“OLRAINE
{UGUSTA
SOINCY

J. TROUIN
AURORA

E. BERTIN
GLOIRE

G. LEYGUES
MONTCALM
PHILADELPHIA

- CMAHA

Le FPLNTASQUE
.2 LALIN
I, TERRIBLE
JLACK PRINCE
JIAEUS
“...RS
CIMLE
~C3S0N
‘L GAVES
_JDRICK
T.0COUT
LUDLOW
“CO0K

CIKETT

837
168
606
913

172

658
1120
6l
1543
588
1582
846
266
432
278
186
76
223
1Ok
160
L7
348
181

52
76
b4

186
LA
575

630

222

212 400

A}

145 837 468 1519 658 6009 1068

299 630 186 1023 222 212 40O
1332

Tota 1: 15,008,
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PART VIII

REPORT OF AplUNITION W“XPENDITURES (Cont'd)

Ammunition expenditure by support force (Task Force 86) during the post

'sault phase of operation DRAGOON 18-30 August on the RIGHT Flank.

TUSCAI.OOSA
BROOKLYN
BOYLE
CHAMPLIN
EDISON
WOOLSEY

gn 6|l|

20
5 n mm

114 66 247

614
558
633
1473 ¢
1100 N -

Ammunition expenditure by support force (C.T.F. 86) during the post assault
:ase of-operation DRAGOON August 30th to September 25th 1944.

2re entirely on the right flank,

1L Gih 3880 247 Total 4,855,

340 155 152 138 130 L0 20
mn o omm omm 6" mm o omm 5" mm mm
“ONELTHNE 58
®, TROUIN 822
. BEZDIN ' 238
§ OHTCALY, | - 13
PHITLDHLPHIA 16 ’ '
Le MLLIN 329 L0 250
TORBIN 3
DISCN 1916
H.P. JONES ' 3851
LUDLOW ' 3211
=+ DISON 1523
JOOLSEY : 708
Totals 58 822 681 16 329 34 11209 440 250

GRAND TOTAL OF ALL PHASES:-

Total 13,839

35,533 Rounds.

—~2- ENCLOSURE (E) - PART VIII.

These operations

N
PRRE R NV N



Y ¢

.. PART Ix
PERSONNEL, PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

1. The personnel performance on all ships wes excellent.’
scommendations for awards are being submitted by separate corres-
LCe.

2e In view of the strength of enemy-installations and .the
aount of opposition encountered from sustained gunfire, mines, hu-
an torpedoes, midget submarines, explosive boats and occasional air:
_ttacks, the personnel casualties sustained by this Task Force are
sonsidered to have been extremely light,

3. Assault Phese., Only one personnel casualty has been re-
ported, During the initial landings on CAP NEGRE during the night
of 14-15 August an LCA from H.M.S, PRINCESS BEATRIX grounded on the
rophs of LAYET Point., Acting Leading Seaman Edward SMITH, C/JX
176875 CO helped to push the boat off the rocks but was unable him-
self to climb aboard before the boat retired under heavy machine gun
fire and illumination, SMITH was reported missing. in actlon.

, L. Post-Assault Phase,

(a) On 18 August the U.S.S. BOYLE, whlle a531gned to draw T ...
fire from shore batteries at CANNES, was several times
straddled. A piece of shrapnel passed through an open
sight and wounded the trainer, RANILOVICH, Andrew R., RM3c,
USNR, in the hand, Fourteen small pieces of shraonel were
removed by the ship's doctor.

(b) The F.S. FANTASQUE, while in RADE DES SALINS on 20
August, sustained a hit on her port torpedo tube mount:
from a battery of GIENS Peninsula. Five men were wound-
ed, two of them seriously. '

(c) The F.S. GEORGES LEYGUES was engaged by a coastal
battery, presumed to have been a 138rm battery located at
SAINT- ELME, on 20 August, while five miles south of CAP
SICIE. A shell impact on her after starboard 4O0mm mount,
resulting in fire and explosion of ready ammunition, wound~
ed 15 men, two of them critically. One of the Wounded, Le
FHIES Jean, 1475~1~-38, Matelot Cannonier, died in the
hospltal of AJaCClO on 27 August,

(d) On 21 August an SOC observation plane from the U.S.S,
PHILADSLPHIA was lost over GIENS Peninsula as a result of
flak, and is believed to have been seen crashing in flames,
The pllot Lieut., Francis A. CAHILL, A-V(N), USNEH, #112597,
and the aV1atlon radioman, RYAN, William ﬂenry, 2hh-16 72,

- LRM2e¢, U.S. Navy, were feaorted missing in action. The
body of the latter was subsequently recovered and conclusive-
ly identified.
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(e) On 22 August the U.3.S5. ZDISON, while on a mission
to draw fire frow. the enemy batteries of CANNES, was spray-
ed with shrapnel when several medium to large caliber shells
landed within fifty yards of the ship. A member of one gun
crew was wounded, in the shoulder by a shell fragment.

(f) On 24 August, while returning to U.S.S. AUGUSTA from
a special mission ashore in PORT DE BOUC, the P.T. #555
struck & mine, and nearly everthing aft of the forward
sulkhead of the engine room was carried away, Five men
Jere killed and a sixth suffered a broken legi The names
of the casualties are not known to this command since no
report has been received from the P:T. #555.
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