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the original Volumes. This new part covers Japanese intelligence activities as reflected in their

the continental United States and in the Hawaiian Islands.

Following the usual format for the series, the textual portion is based on the Japanese mes-AntheTHE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORDoDComment:
ThereaderwillnotethatbeginningwithVolumeIIanadditionalPartwasaddedtoeachof diplomaticmessages.Ofparticularinterest,nodoubt,willbethereferencestoespionageinsages.Appendixcontainsactualmessagesthemselves. 



Hull-Nomura Conversations.

(a) Secretary Hull's Reports.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Reports.

Japanese Intelligence Reports in Diplomatic Messages.

(a) Japanese Reports from the United States.

(b) Japanese Reports from the Panama Canal.

(c) Japanese Reports from Cuba.

(d) Japanese Reports from the Philippine Islands.

(e) Japanese Reports from the Hawaiian Islands.

Japanese Diplomatic Activities Throughout the World.

(a) Japanese-American Relations.

(b) Japanese-Mexican Relations.

(c) Japanese-South American Relations.

(d) Japanese-British Relations.

(e) Japanese-Axis Relations.

(f) Japanese-Russian Relations.

(g) Japanese-French Relations.

(h) Japanese-Chungking Relations.

(i) Japanese-Nanking Relations.

(j) Japanese-Dutch Relations.

(k) J apanese- Thaiese Relations.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORCHAPTERII
(May 12, 1941- August 6,1941)PARTA-HULL-NOMURACONVERSATIONS

Consideration of the Japanese Proposal of May 12, 1941 and Interruption of Conversations Fol-

lowing the Movement of Japanese Troops into Indo-China!.

1. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 12, 1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 2

The Japanese Ambassador called at Secretary Hull's apartment in a very disturbed state
becauseontheprecedingdayhehadgivensomedocumentstoMr.Hullbymistake.Request-

ing that these documents be returned, the Ambassador delivered other papers which con-
tained his official instructions.

ToSecretaryHull'sinquiryaboutthechangeoftheprovisionintheoriginalproposalwhichhadspokenofJapan'skeepingoutoftheSouthPacificinamilitaryway,AmbassadorNomura

replied that the original statement had restrained Japan alone, but that the proposed modi-
ficationwasdesigned-toimposeequalrestrictionsonallcountries.Furthermore,AmbassadorNomurainsistedthatJapanwouldnotuseforceintheSouthPacificsinceitssoledesirewasto

keep war out of that whole area. The Secretary of State then inquired whether the three prin-
ciplesexpressedbyPrimeMinisterKonoyeinDecember1938werethebasisforthe"New

Orde:r" in eastern Asia.

Indicating that both documents which he had just given to Secretary Hull were official, the
Japanese Ambassador explained that they had been submitted separately to permit eventual

transmissiontothepressofonlythemaindocument,withtheexplanatorymanuscriptomitted.SecretaryHullcommentedthathewouldreceivethepapersunofficiallyandwould

study them informally before coming to any decision. 3

OneofthetwodocumentshandedtotheSecretaryofStatebyAmbassadorNomurahadalreadybeendecipheredinitsseveralversionsbyUnitedStatescryptanalysts;first,when

the original Japanese version had been sent to Tokyo for approval on April 13, 1941; second,
when sent in English to Tokyo on April 30;4 third, when it was returned from Tokyo to Washing-tononMay9;5fourth,whenitwasre-submittedbyAmbassadorNomuratoTokyoonMay12;6
fifthwhenthefinaltextoftheproposalwastransmittedinitsapprovedformfromTokyoto

Washington. 7

Theotherdocumentwasan"OralExplanation"forproposedamendmentstotheoriginaldraft.ThishadbeendecipheredbyAmericanexpertsonMay12,1941.8Thereaderwillnote

the difference between the text of the "Oral Explanation" presented to the American State
DepartmentbyAmbassadorNomuraandthetextofthedecipheredsecretdispatchfrom

lChapter title taken from the divisional arrangement of the State Department documents in S.D., II, 332.
"'Memorandum by the Secretary of State", May 12, 1941, S.D., II, 418-419.
3Ibid.

<Appendix I, 54.
.Appendix 1,55-59.

"Appendix II, 1-7. Hereafter referred to as II, 1-7.

7II, 8-9.

"S.D., II, 423-425, II, 10-12.
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outlining Japanese activities in the Southwest Pacific area, did not emphasize Mr. Matsuoka's

Although stating that Japan desired to settle international questions peacefully, the Foreign
Minister said:

In the future developments of the international situation, the Imperial Japanese government, should it ever benottotodosobeof
that Japan alone could not determine such a course. ,.

obligations under the Tripartite Pact of military assistance to Germany and Italy. AnotherinIII,
with the ideas expressed by the United States. It referred to the three principles of Prime
Minister Konoye:

1. Neighborly friendship.
2. Joint defense against communism;

in China nor to demand of China a limitation in the interest of Third Powers. 11

1. Mutual respect of sovereignty and territories;
2. Mutual respect for the inherent characteristics of each nation cooperating as good neigh-

bors and forming a Far Eastern nucleus contributing to world peace;

be concluded between Japan and China;

5. Independence of Manchukuo. 12

According to the Japanese proposal, the United States was to promise secretly to discontinue
aid to Chiang Kai-shek, if he refused to enter into negotiations for peace with Japan. Further-
more, the Japanese wished to delete the prohibition against a large-scale Japanese immigration
into Chinese territory on the grounds that the Japanese people might consider that America

Japanese government fully understood and accepted its true meaning and purpose.
The Japanese proposal left naval, aerial, and mercantile marine relations in the Pacific for

further discussion until an "understanding" had been reached and the diplomatic situation
had become clear. The suggestion that naval squadrons from each country pay a courtesy visit
to the other nation would be considered in the future as a separate proposal. Another Japanese
change would omit, until a full "understanding" had been reached, the proposal that the
United States grant Japan a gold credit.

carryon activities in the Southwestern Pacific by peaceful means "without resorting to arms".

nese, the peaceful policy of Japan had long been evident.

"II,10-12.
'"II, 1I.
"S.D., II, 423-425, II, 12.
"Ibid.

4

ForeignMinisterMatsuokatoAmbassadorNomura.9Thesubmitted"OralExplanation", statementthatJapansometimesfounditnecessarytousearmedforceinachievingpeace. TheJapaneseinsistedonmakingaspecificreference,inSectionIIoftheproposal,toJapan's3.Economiccooperation-bywhichJapandoesnotintendtoexerciseeconomicmonopoly Itwasfurtherexplainedthattheseprinciplesimpliedthefollowing: 3.WithdrawalofJapanesetroopsfromChineseterritoryinaccordancewithanagreementto 4.Noannexation,noindemnities; wasdictatingJapaneseimmigrationpolicyconcerningChina,asithadalwaysdonewithreferencetoUnitedStates.However,despiteitsdemandfordeletionofthisclause,thethethe AnimportantdeletionwasmadebytheJapaneseofaphraseindicatingthatJapanwould Thiswasdeletedasinappropriateandunnecessarilycritical

because,accordingtotheJapa

provokedbeyondendurance,willbeableavoidexercisingmilitaryforceandthatshegiveaguaranteenotwouldverydifficult.However,regardlessthefuturedevelopmentsofthissituation,itisveryclearproposedchangeSectiondealingwiththeChinaaffairwassaidtobeinperfectagreement 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
AnagreementtorestrictfuturetransfersofterritoriesintheFarEastwasomittedbecause

Japan claimed that it would involve military and treaty obligations requiring complicated

legislativeprocedureinbothcountries.Forthesamereason,astatementreferringtotheinde-pendenceofthePhilippineIslandswasalsoaltered.Thephrase-"andtotheSouthwesternPacificarea"-wasomittedfromadiscussionofJapaneseimmigrationbecausetheJapanese

felt that this question should be solved by direct negotiations with authorities in that area.
Japan desired the proposal for the holding of a conference to be deleted since it felt that it

wouldbemoredesirabletoestimatefirsttheeffectsofthe"understanding".Announcement

of the joint acceptance of the "understanding" would be drafted in Tokyo and cabled to Wash-
ington for approval. 13

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 14

AmbassadorNomura'ssecretreportofthisinterviewrecordedSecretaryHull'srequestforaformalexplanationofthethreebasicprinciplesofPrimeMinisterKonoye.TheJapanese

Ambassador asked Tokyo to modify his instructions so as to permit him to explain these prin-
ciples advantageously. 15

AmbassadorNomuramentionedhiseffortstoassureSecretaryHullthatJapanhadnoag-gressiveambitionsintheSouthwestPacific.WhenaskedbyMr.Hullwhyoneoftheprovisions

of his original document had been changed, Ambassador Nomura had replied that the modi-
fication had been made simply to avoid restrictions on Japan alone, since the original proposal
permitted other countries to act freely in that area. This statement agreed with Secretary Hull's
report of Ambassador Nomura's reply.16 The Secretary of State then remarked to Ambassador
Nomura that every precaution was being taken to ensure the secrecy oftheir conversations. 17

2. Revisions of the Japanese Proposal.ForadayortwoafterForeignMinisterMatsuokahadsenttoWashingtonthefinal,approved
versionofAmbassadorNomura'soriginalproposal,suggestionsforinterpretationofthemean-ingandchangesinthedocumentkeptarrivingfromTokyo.OnemessagerequestedthatitbemadeclearthattheattitudeoftheUnitedStatesgovernmenttowardtheEuropeanWar,as

stated in the proposal, merely represented a declaration of attitude on the part of the American
government and was not to imply Japanese approval of that attitude.18

Changes in important passages,19 coding mistakes,2O and omissions of important sentences21
indicatedthatForeignMinisterMatsuokahadsomereasonsforclaimingthatTokyocouldnotproceedashastilyasAmbassadorNomurahaddesired.

AmbassadorNomurawasdisturbedatthemanyrequestsfromTokyoforminorandmajor

changes in the so-called approved version of the proposal which he had already handed to
SecretaryHull,forhenowaskedMr.Matsuokatolimitallfurtherinstructionstoonlymajormattersandtopermithimtoexercisehisowndiscretiononallminordetails.22Stressingthe13S.D.,

11,423-425, II, 10.

1411,13.
IsIbid.

I.S.D., II, 418-419, II, 8.
1711,14.
1811,16.
1"11,17-18.

2"II, 19, 22.

2lIl, 23-25.
2211,26.
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gratitude of all Japanese diplomats in Washington for the support given by the Foreign Minis-

would be disadvantageous to create the impression that Japan had not entered the discussions
well prepared. Ambassador Nomura remarked:wetotoweandrisetoin

tiations into a failure.23

grant to the Japanese Ambassador permission to make the changes whenever a favorable op-
portunity arose.24

3. Ambassador Nomura Attempts to Restrain Mr. Matsuoka.on13,forto
had entered the current negotiations only on the premises that, first, the United States would notthetoasasthathadsofar
Foreign Minister approve of his withholding the message since he intended to bring up the
subjects mentioned by Mr. Matsuoka at an opportune moment during one of his conversations
with Mr. Hull.26

4. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 14, 1941)

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 27

proposed amendment to the original draft under discussion.28 The Japanese Ambassador had
nothing to say about the points at issue except to stress that there was no danger to the United

the part of the United States, Ambassador Nomura replied that the United States, in the opinion
of Japan, would not be in danger.

jeopardy if Chancellor Hitler's plan to attack South America proceeded unimpeded. According toa
with the United States.

23Ibid.
2<n,27-28.
25n, 29.
"n, 30.
27"Memorandum by Secretary of State", May 14,1941, S.D., n, 425-426.
28S.D., n, 426.
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tertothe"understanding",AmbassadorNomurastatedthatsinceonlyPresidentRoosevelt,Mr.Hull,andPostmasterGeneralWalkerwereawareofthecontentsofthenegotiations,it Ifcontinuesubmitminorrevisionsfromtimetime,IamafraidthattheUnitedStatesmaygettheimpressionthathaveenteredintothisbusinesswithoutbeingtoowellprepared.Thisnaturally,reflectsuponmyintegritymaygivedoubtstheotherpartiesconcernedastomysincerity.Thiscouldleadthenego-
ForeignMinisterMatsuoka,replyingtwodayslaterthathehadcarefullynotedAmbassadorNomura'srequest,proceededtoorderseveralmorechangesintheproposal.However,hedid AbluntlywordedtelegramfromForeignMinisterMatsuokawasreceivedbyAmbassadorNomuraMay1941.IntendeddeliverySecretaryofStateHull,itstressedthatJapanenterEuropeanwar,andsecond,thattheUnitedStateswouldagreetoadviseGeneralissimoChiangKai-shekmakepeacewithJapanquicklypossible.25

AmbassadorNomurarepliedthatnoofficialnegotiationshadbegunasyet,sincealldiscussionsoccurredwere"offtherecord"privateconversations.Pointingoutthathe
haddirectedallhiseffortstoachievingthetwopointsmentionedbyForeignMinisterMatsuoka,theJapaneseAmbassadorwarnedthatthepresentationofthisdispatchtoSecretaryHullwouldinterferewiththeestablishmentofthe"understanding".AmbassadorNomuraaskedthatthe AmbassadorNomuracalledatSecretaryHull'shotelapartmentonMay14,1941todelivera StatesfromawarinEurope.WhenSecretaryHullemphasizedthenecessityofself-defenseon RepeatingsomepointsfromhisspeechofApril24,1941totheAmericanSocietyofInternationalLaw,theSecretaryofStatedeclaredthattheUnitedStateswouldbeingreat Mr.Hull,theJapaneseAmbassadorwasimpressedwithhisstatementssinceAmbassador

NomurarespondedthatonlyfewindividualsandsmallgroupsamongtheJapanesewantedwar 



States towards the European war with Japan's obligations to Germany and Italy under the Tri-

that Ambassador Grew had called upon Mr. Matsuoka, who had been rather offensive during the

politician, who was addicted to the use of bluffing language. However, there was still some un-
certainty as to whether or not the Foreign Minister would hinder or defeat further conferences in
regard to peace. Ambassador Nomura agreed that Mr. Matsuoka was very much a politician, but

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 31

would be necessary before the China affair could be settled.
In a discussion of American self-defense, the Japanese Ambassador stated that since AmericainthetototheofthetoAnon

tives after he had successfully conquered the rest of Europe. Chancellor Hitler would have to controltheseastodobuta
British navy to the Germans.

fleet to Germany. Since ,there was a possibility of the British navy being turned over to the
Germans, it was absolutelY necessary for the United States to aid the Churchill government, not
merely to protect democracy as a whole, but to protect the United States itself. According to

even if this meant war, for Foreign Minister Matsuoka had actually threatened war in hisifof
an indication to him of the German government's deterioration. (See Part C-Japanese-Axis
Relations, Section 134.)

Japanese had given up hope of a southward expansion. The Secretary of State pointed out that
Chancellor Hitler had been signing treaties only to break them ever since 1933, and many another
treaty-makers in history had broken pacts to suit his convenience.

Ambassador Nomura concluded his report by urging the Japanese government to make every
effort to convince Secretary of State Hull of its sincere intentions. Ambassador Nomura's positionatthisintheisin

3°S.D., 11,426.

3lIl,31-33.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORpartitePact.CommentingthatAmbassadorNomurawasprobablyawarefromnewspaperstories 
manyUnitedStatesdesiredenterthewar.TheSecretaryofStateansweredthathisspeechAmericanSocietyInternationalLaw,onApril24,1941,expressedhisownviewsconcerningdangersAmerica.attackSouthAmericawouldbeoneofChancellorHitler'sfirstobjecthis,therewasalwayspossibilitythatanEnglishQuislingwouldsurrendertheconversationwithAmbassadorGrew.AmbassadorNomurathenaskedtheflightRudolphHesstoScotlandhadanyimplicationspointnegotiationsbestexpressedhisownwords:2"SeeSection5-(AmbassadorGrewInterviewsMr.Matsuoka}. 

AmbassadorNomurabroughtupdifficultproblemreconcilingattitudeofofthethetheUnitedvisitinhisreferencestotheUnitedStates/9HullsaidthatheknewMr.Mr.Matsuokawasa deniedthatForeignMinisterwaspowerfulenoughtodefeatthethepurposeoftheirconversations.3O AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,the,conversationofMay14,1941wasquitepleasantthroughout.SecretaryHullimpliedthatapreliminaryunderstandingwithChinaandEngland completelysafefrominvasion,itwaswasdifficultfortheJapanesepeopletounderstandwhysoAmbassadorNomuraremindedSecretaryEnglandpromisednotturnoveritsnavyGermansunderanycircumstances,butMr.HullHullcounteredbyrecallingthatthatthoughFrancehadhadmadesimilarpromises,DarlanandLavalseemedbereadytototototransferthetheFrench SecretaryHull,itseemedbeJapan'spolicytotopreventtheUnitedStatesfrom

aidingBritain,peace,butSecretaryHull,replyingheknewofofnosuchmotives,statedthatthattheflightwas DespiteassurancesofAmbassadorNomura,SecretaryHullwasnotconvincedthatthethe 



IfirmlybelievethatweshouldenterintothisUnderstandingwhiletheUnitedStatesisinterestedintheproposi-tionandbeforeanyoutsideinterferenceentersintoit.Towardsthisend,Iammakingeverypossibleeffort.Allthe
persons concerned in this matter are of the same opinion.32

5. Ambassador Grew Interviews Mr. Matsuoka.33

TheinterviewofAmbassadorGrewwithMr.MatsuokahadbeenmarkedbythebelligerentattitudeoftheJapaneseForeignMinisterwhoinsistedthatAmerica'sconvoyingofshipstoGreatBritainwouldcertainlyleadtowarwithGermany.AccordingtoMr.Matsuoka,aneutralityzone
intheAtlanticoranyotheroceanwascontrarytointernationallaw,andChancellorHitler,whodesiredtoavoidwar,sofarhadshowngreat"patienceandgenerosity"innotdeclaringwaronthe
United States. Mr. Matsuoka doubted, however, that the German leader could exercise patience
indefinitely.

If Germany sank American ships in the Atlantic, and if the United States then attacked
German submarines, this would be an act of American aggression which would call into question

theapplicationoftheTripartitePact.TherewasnodoubtinMr.Matsuoka'smindthatwarwouldthenensuebetweenJapanandtheUnitedStates.AccordingtotheJapaneseForeign

Minister, the issue was exclusively in the hands of President Roosevelt, and he felt that the
"manly,decent,andreasonablething"fortheUnitedStatestodowastodeclarewaropenlyonGermany,insteadofengaginginactualw~rundercoverofneutrality.

When Ambassador Grew emphatically resented this statement concerning the "decent thing"

todo,Mr.Matsuokaagreedtowithdrawit,andwhenMr.GrewremindedhimthatJapanhadattackedChinawithoutadeclarationofwar,theForeignMinister,remarkingthatthesituationswereentirelydifferent,changedthesubject.EachallegationofMr.MatsuokawasansweredinturnbyAmbassadorGrewwhoremindedhimthatfarfrombreakinginternationallaw,theUnitedStateswasdeterminedtomaintainthefreedomoftheseasagainstGermany'sillegalsubmarinewarfare.However,bothMr.MatsuokaandMr.Grewfinallyagreedthatfurtherdebatewasuseless,sinceameetin:gofmindswasimpossible.
Mr. Grew discussed Japan's policy in the South Pacific, and stressed the fact that despite the

assurances of Japan concerning its peac~ful intentions, many highly placed Japanese were openlyadvocatingtheuseofforce.Mr.Matsuoka,deploringtheuseofapolicyofforceaswellasanti-
foreignagitationinJapan,statedthathisgovernmentwasabouttobanpublicationofthistype

of propaganda for Japan was determined to carry out the southward advance by peaceful
measures, "unless circumstances render this impossible". Answering a query concerning the

circumstanceshehadinmind,theForeignMinisterindicatedthattheBritishwereconcentratingtroopsinMalaya.Thoughassuredthatthismovementwassimplyadefensemeasurebythe

British, Mr. Matsuoka replied that the Japanese people considered the action provocative. If the
Japanese public became further disturbed, pressure might be brought on the government to act.

AmbassadorGrewexplainedthattheUnitedStateswasdeterminedtosupportGreatBritain;therefore,itcouldnotcomplacentlywatchthedestructionoftheBritishlifelinefromtheEast.Inviewofthis,therewaspotentialdangerinthestatementthatJapan'speacefulintentionsdependedon"circumstances".AmbassadorGrewregrettedthenegativeaspectofcurrent

Japanese-American relations since he had hoped to establish something constructive, but the
recentchangeofJapanesepolicyhadmadethisimpossible.Mr.Matsuokarepliedthathewashopefulofestablishingstrongrelationsinthefuture,butthateverythingnowdependedonone

man, President Roosevelt. Ambassador Grew ended the conversation by saying that, henceforth,

Japan's relations with the United States would depend upon Japanese actions rather than words.

3211,33.

33"Telegram: Ambassador to Japan (Grew) to Secretary of State", May 14, 1941, 5 P.M. (Received May 14, 9:55

A.M.), S.D., II, 145-148.
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Immediately after the interview Ambassador Grew received a personal letter, written in the

America's aid to England. Intending to say "indiscretion", instead he had said "indecent" in

actions. 34

6. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 16, 1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 35

Attache, and Mr. Katsuzo Okumura, Second Secretary of the Japanese Embassy, called at

an informal and unofficial oral statement, which he later handed to Ambassador Nomura.36

This oral statement declared that though there had been no time for a careful study of the

American government understood that the purpose of the discussions with the. Japanese

preserve peace in the Pacific. In regard to the European war, the United States considered aid to

satisfactory to both Japan and the United States could be achieved for the European area, and
certain suggestions for accomplishing this agreement were made.

Expressing the opinion that a treaty based on the principles of the submitted proposal could be
arrived at by China and Japan, the oral statement suggested that the points contained in thebythe
Kai-shek, in confidence, advance notice of the basic terms by which China and Japan might agree

acceptable to the American government. 37theoftheon
against an aggressor who followed its announced purpose of unlimited conquest of other nations.

would depend upon the measures of defense considered essential by the military authorities of the
United States.

though he indicated that it might be called upon to perform certain obligations to the Axis.

under similar circumstances.

"Ibid., 148. ofaby
special consultation, S.D., 11,427-428.

3."lnformal and unofficial oral statement handed by the Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador (Nomura)",
on May 16, 1941, S.D., II, 428-434.

37Ibid.,430.
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madeStateDepartmentthatPresidentRooseveltbeallowedtogiveGeneralissimoChiangDuringcourseconversationMay16,1941AmbassadorNomuraaskedSecretaryAmbassadorNomuraemphasizedJapan'sdesireforpeacefulrelationswiththeUnitedStates,3"'Memorandumconversation",JosephW.Ballantine,ForeignServiceOfficer,detailedtotheDepartmenton 

ForeignMinister'sownhand,apologizingforhismisuseofanEnglishwordinreferringto remarkingthathehopedtheAmericangovernmentwouldbemorecautiousandcarefulinits TheJapaneseAmbassador,accompaniedbyColonelHideoIwakuro,AssistantMilitary SecretaryHull'sapartmentonMay16,1941athisrequest.Mr.Hulloutlinedthemainpointsof proposalsoftheJapanesegovernment,certainpreliminarycommentscouldbemade.The Ambassadorwasworkoutaformulawherebybothcountrieswouldpledgethemselvestoto GreatBritainasanessentialpartofitsprogramforself-defense.Itwasexpectedthataformula officialJapaneseexplanationofbeincludedinthetheproposalproposalitself.Arequestwasapeacesettlement.Anotherprovision,makingSectionVofproposalapplicablebothJapanandthetheUnitedStatesinlimitingtheireconomicactivities

tototopeacefulpenetration,was whetherUnitedStatesmightenterthetheEuropeanwar,evenifitsterritorywerenotattacked.SecretaryHullHullrepliedthatitwouldbenecessaryforanycountrytoactinself-defense AidtoBritainwasanactself-defenseonpartofofthetheUnitedStates,andanyotheractions SecretaryHullreiteratedhisremarksconcerningattitudeUnitedStatesinmatterofofself-defense,andindicatedthatJapanesewouldfeelsameasthethethethethetheAmericanpeople 



Amb~sador Nomura requested that the United States suggest to China at the earliest possible

the preliminary points had been cleared, the remainder of the proposal could be considered very
rapidly. Concerning the question of Japan and China's joint defense against communism and the

pressed the hope that other countries could be brought in to develop the economic activity of
the Southwest Pacific area in a manner similar to the free trade program in South America.

American oral statement, stated that he would be ready to see the Japanese Ambassador at

statement, since they had had no opportunity to examine it.38

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report.

May 28,1941 mentions a meeting on May 16, 1941. (See Part A-Section 15(b».

7. Axis Nations Notified of Hull-Nomura Conversations.

Ambassador Nomura was notified by Foreign Minister Matsuoka, on May 15, 1941, that since
Germany and Italy would be affected by the proposed "understanding" between Japan and the
United States, the German and Italian Ambassadors in Tokyo had been told of the Hull-

delicate nature of the negotiations, which Japan declared had been originated by the United

cellor Hitler, Premier Mussolini, and their Foreign Ministers. The Japanese Ambassadors in
Germany and Italy had also been told of the nature of these discussions, and all those informed
had been requested to exercise every precaution in guarding against publicity leaks. (See Part
C-( e) Japanese-Axis Relations, Sections 137-139.)

Mr. Matsuoka told Ambassador Nomura that it was necessary to put in writing the Japanesehadtheofa
and Ambassador Nomura.41

8. Mr. Matsuoka Disavows Threats to Ambassador Grew.

a meeting between Foreign Minister Matsuoka and Ambassador Grew,42 who had commented

on the truculence of the Foreign Minister's remarks in declaring that Japan would enter the

he had neither the intention nor cause to threaten or intimidate Ambassador Grew, and, in
addition, he had replied to Ambassador Grew's questions in a conversational tone. According

3"Ibid., 428.
"'11,34.
'.Ibid. to

momentthatitenterintonegotiationswithJapanforpeace.SecretaryHullremarkedthatonce recognitionofManchuria,Mr.HulldeclaredthatifChinaandJapancouldreachanagreementontheotherpoints,therewouldbelittletroubleinsolvingthesedifficulties.TheSecretaryofState,mentioningtherevisionofSectionVoftheJapaneseproposal,ex-ThenMr.Hull,suggestingthatAmbassadorNomuramightwishtostudythenewlyreceived anytime.NeitherAmbassadorNomuranorhiscompanionssaidanythingconcerningtheoral EithernospecificreportofthismeetingwastransmittedbyAmbassadorNomura,orsuchadispatchwasnotintercepted.However,AmbassadorNomura'sreportontheconversationof Nomuraconversationsinageneralway.39Theutmostsecrecyhadbeensoughtbecauseofthe States,andtheAxisAmbassadorshadbeenwarnedtodivulgethisinformationonlytoChanrequeststotheUnitedStatestostayoutofwarandtopromotepeacebetweenChinaand

Japan.4oThisbeensubjectpreviousexchangebetweenForeignMinisterMatsuoka 
ItwillberecalledthatSecretaryHullhaddiscussedwithAmbassadorNomuraareportof war,ifAmericaattackedGermany.Mr.MatsuokanowsentwordtoAmbassadorNomurathat uSeeSection3-(AmbassadorNomuraAttemptsRestrainMr.Matsuoka}."SeeSection5-(AmbassadorGrewInterviewsMr.Matsuoka}.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
toMr.Matsuoka,theAmericanAmbassadorwaseasilyexcitedandquitehardofhearing,andpossiblyhehadmisunderstoodtheForeignMinister.TheJapaneseAmbassadorwasaskedto

explain this matter to Secretary Hull. 43

9. American Newspaper Divulges Points of Hull-Nomura Conversations.AmbassadorNomurareportedtoTokyoonMay16,1941thattheNewYorkHeraldTribune
ofthisdatecarriedanarticlefromTokyowiththeheadline"JapanAskstheUnitedStatesto

Mediate Sino-Japanese Conflict". It revealed that a Japanese-American "understanding" had
been presented to American authorities in Washington. 44

AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura'sreport,thearticlestatedthattheUnitedStateswasto

help settle the China incident; America recognized Japanese leadership in China; Japan
guaranteed the non-use of military force in the Southwest in return for American recognition
of Japan's right to carryon economic activity in that area; Japan would agree to deal with
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, contrary to its previous declaration, and would permit a
thirdpowertomediatetheChinaincident;Japanwastoclarifyitsintentionswith.regardto

its place in the Southwest Pacific, and promised not to take hostile measures against the
UnitedStates.ThearticledeclaredthattheChinaincidentprobablywouldbesettled,but

because of various circumstances an "understanding" between Japan and the United Stateswasimpossible.45
Foreign Minister Matsuoka promptly confirmed the accuracy of the report, and ascribed the

publicityleaktoJapaneseinhabitantsofNewYorkwhohadreportedtheirsuspicionstofinan-

cial circles in Tokyo. Mr. Matsuoka emphasized his desire to check these leaks, and requested
Ambassador Nomura to do likewise.46

10. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 20,1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 47

AmbassadorNomura,accompaniedbyColonelIwakuroandMr.TadaoWikawa,anofficeroftheCooperativeBankofJapan,visitedSecretaryHullathisapartmentontheeveningofMay20,1941.Mr.BallantineandMr.MaxwellM.Hamilton,ChiefoftheDivisionofFarEasternAffairsfortheStateDepartment,werealsopresent.ToaquestionfromSecretaryHullconcerningtheprospectsoftheproposalunderdiscussion,AmbassadorNomurarepliedthatsincetheJapaneseArmy,Navy,ForeignOffice,andCabinethadapprovedthedocument,it

had been referred to the Emperor.

Stating that if the proposal failed he would be very much embarrassed, Ambassador
NomuraimpliedthathehadassuredhisgovernmentoftheUnitedStates'agreementtothe

proposal. Asking that the proposal be viewed in a general way rather than criticized for its
technicalities,AmbassadorNomurapointedoutthattherewasnoessentialdifferencebetween

his original proposal and the draft which had been finally approved by his government.
TheSecretaryofStateremarkedthatthereweretwopointsinregardtoChinawhichwould

have to be discussed; first, the "joint defense against communism", and second, the stationing
ofJapanesetroopsincertainpartsofChineseterritory.HedidnotwishtodiscussthemeritsofthetwopointsbutwouldliketoknowonwhatbasisJapanproposedtonegotiatesothatwhen

4311, 35.

4411,36.
<°11,37.

4611,38.""Memorandumofaconversation",May20,1941,byJosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,434-437.
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the United States approached Gerneralissimo Chiang Kai-shek with its proposal for peace with

Colonel Iwakuro expressed his surprise at this question since he believed that the objec-
tive of the discussion was peace in the Pacific between the United States and Japan, with the

was peace in the Pacific, but emphasized that a treaty between Japan and China was essential
to this peace. Mr. Hamilton remarked that public opinion was necessary for the success of all

then another provision allowed Japanese troops to remain for "defense against communism",
unfavorable publicity would arise.

Denying that troops would be retained all over China, Colonel Iwakuro foresaw no difficulty
with Chinese authorities in keeping Japanese troops along the northern border since Generalis-

Chinese relations for years, and, consequently, it would be impossible for Japan to abandon it
in its negotiations with China. In dealing with the United States, however, Japan might agree,
after further study, to use broader language in discussing this point.ifno
ideas, the proposal would thereby endorse the destruction of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek

that "inimical foreign ideologies" could be substituted for the phrase "joint defense against
communism". toV,of
Hull asked whether it would not be helpful from a Japanese point of view to recognize the rightI

of a country to protect itself under international law, though qualifying the right to permit no
occasion for acts of aggression. Colonel Iwakuro rejected this suggestion as merely confusing.

sake of emphasis all references to peace in the Pacific should be gathered together in one place

reign in the Pacific; thus, businessmen would feel confident in commencing financial andthewasthe
(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 50On19,an

that while trying to discover the American government's intentions through undercover chan-

diplomatic situation revolved around aid to Britain by the United States, Japan's relations to

"Ibid.

'.Ibid.
5"II,39.
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Japan,someinformationcouldbegiventotheChinesegovernment.48
IwakuroremarkedthatspecificprincipleswerementionedwhenacceptingPrinceKonoye'sReferringSection"ActivitiestheTwoCountriesintheSouthwestPacificArea",Mr.meetingadjourneduntilfollowingevening.49May1941AmbassadorNomurasentinterimreporttoMr.Matsuokawhichstated 

affairconcerningonlyChinaChinaandJapan.Mr.Hullagreedthattheprincipalobjective treaties,ifitwerefirstagreedthatJapanesetroopswouldbewithdrawnfromChina,andand simoChiangKai-shekwouldbeverywillingtocooperaterestrainingChineseCommunists.Furthermore,theterm"jointdefenseagainstcommunism"hadbeenasloganininJapanese-AsforwordingSectionIIIproposal,SecretaryStatepointedoutthatifprinciplesofofofofPrimeMinisterKonoyewereenumeratedasJapanesedesired,term"jointdefenseagainstcommunism"wouldhavetobeincluded.Onthethethethethethetheotherhand,Colonelandcreationofa"NewOrderinEastAsia",whichPrinceKonoyehadalsodesired.However,Japaneseagreedtostudywholequestionfurtherwhenthethethethesuggestionwasmade AccordingtoMr.Hull,proposedagreementwouldbestrengthenedifitemphasizeditscentralpurpose

waspeaceinPacific.WhenJapanesepointedoutfirstsectionoftheirproposalalreadyconveyedthisimpression,SecretaryHullsuggestedthatthatthatforthethethethethe indocument.Thiswouldimpresspeopleofallnationswiththethethefactthatpeacewasto commercialoperationsintheSouthwestPacific.TheJapaneseagreedtostudythismatter,and nels,hewascontinuinghisconversationswithSecretary'Hull.Declaringthatthecurrent 



its Axis partners, the China incident, and the southward expansion of Japan, Ambassador

and that there was no room for too much optimism. 51

that Japan should support fully Secretary Hull's economic policy for the Far East, since Japan
would profit from such economic development. According to the Japanese Ambassador, after

remarked that if the "understanding" pact were established, it would be a step in the direction
of permanent peace in the Pacific, and it would lead to the achievement of world-wide peace. 5211.

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 53

States to build up the good will and confidence of its neighbors without the use of force; thus, in
a similar manner, Japan could exert a similar influence for good in the regions of Asia.

that it would be feasible to utilize the seasoned troops of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in

was not urging the merit of this proposal, but was only raising the question for consideration.
The Secretary of State again asked that the document under discussion be so phrased that

its central purpose of peace in the Pacific could not be misinterpreted by anyone. It should beofVI,ofin
of both sides after the Japanese had objected, on the grounds that it indicated American sus-
picion qf Japan, to a previous provision which stated that action taken to protect nationaltobeAttheofthe
cerpts from Mr. Hull's speech of April 24, 1941 into the "Annex and Supplement" to clarify the
United States' interpretation of self-defense, Mr. Wikawa expressed his belief that the Ameri-

drawn.

After Mr. Hamilton replied that the oral statement had not been cancelled, Colonel Iwakuro

answered that it would be helpful to both sides to clarify the American attitude on the question
of self-defense, adding that Mr. Matsuoka had commented favorably to Ambassador Grew on

or not they would object to the insertion of Secretary Hull's remarks in the "Annex and Supple-
ment" .

SIll, 40. ofaby
"Ibid.

13

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
Hull-NomuraConversation(May21,1941.)
draftSectionwhichspokepeacethePacific,wasthendrawnuptomeettheapprovalinterestsunderinternationallawwasnotmadetheoccasionforaggression.suggestionMr.Hull,JapaneseoralstatementofMay12,1941wasnowlabelled 
"""Memorandumconversation",May21,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,437-439. 

Nomuraindicatedthattherewereconsiderabledifferencesofopinionbetweenthetwonations InreportontheconversationofMay20,1941,AmbassadorNomurastressedhishisbelief flightHerrRudolphHesstoEngland,talkofofpeacecroppedupParisVichy,andandalsoamonganti-warminorityinininthethetheUnitedStates.Furthermore,SecretaryHullhadhad AmbassadorNomura,accompaniedColonelIwakuroWikawa,calledatSecretaryHull'sapartmenteveningMay21,1941continueconversationwhichbeenadjournedononprecedingevening.HamiltonandandMr.Mr.Mr.Ballantinewerealsopresent.SecretaryHulloutlinedhisexperienceeightyearsindealingwithLatinAmericancountries.AlongtraditiondistrusthadhadtotobedispelledbybydeterminedeffortofofofofthethethethetheUnited AsforevacuatingJapanesetroopsfromChinaoveraperiodoftime,SecretaryHullthought protectingareaswheretheinterestsofforeigners

wereinvolved.Mr.Hullemphasizedthathe soclearandunequivocalthatitwouldnecessitatenoexplanationbyitssponsors.Atentative"AnnexandSupplement".WhentheJapanesewereaskedforpermissiontoincorporateex-cangovernment'soralstatementinwhichMr.Hull'sspeechwasincludedhadbeenwith-askedwhysuchasimple"understanding"hadtobesoelaboratelydocumented.Mr.Hull speech.TheJapanesereachednodecisioninthethecourseofthisconversationastowhether 



Mr. Hamilton then questioned a reference in Section ill to the Wang Ching-wei treaties,
remarking that the United States had not recognized this regime and pointing out that the

Japan were ready to accept in the "understanding". Colonel Iwakuro declared that the Wang
Ching-wei treaties were a practical application of the Konoye principles; thus, references to
them clarified the position of the Japanese nation. Non-recognition of the Wang Ching-wei
regime should not militate against a reference to the treaties, and in any case the "understand-

sing the affair with the Chinese.
Mr. Hamilton pointed out, however, that the United States could not enter into any secret

ciled at the next discussion. 54 tohetoinhis
that Foreign Minister Matsuoka sent these revisions to Ambassador Nomura shortly after the
delivery of the principal document on May 12, 1941, but Ambassador Nomura had requested
permission to withhold them until an opportune moment occurred.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report
Ambassador Nomura made no special report on this conversation. However, on May 29, 1941,

he submitted a composite report of several talks with Secretary Hull, including the conversa-tionof21,thein
12. Foreign Minister Matsuoka Rebukes Ambassador Nomura.

Matsuoka. Unfortunately, most of the dispatch from Tokyo was not intercepted by American

cryptanalysts so that all the reasons for Mr. Matsuoka's displeasure could not be ascertained.
However, it appeared that Foreign Minister Matsuoka had received secret intelligence to the

had received this impression in part from a conversation with the Japanese Ambassador. The

Matsuoka's great desire for amity between Japan and the United States, and of his purpose to

chaos. 56

In his reply, Ambassador Nomura expressed his shocked surprise at the reprimand from

his Foreign Minister, which he considered to be baseless.57 Judging from his response to Mr.

procedure, for Ambassador Nomura gave the details of his statements to President Roosevelt

Mlbid.

.."Statement handed by the Japanese Ambassador (Nomura) to the Secretary of State on May 23, 1941", S.D., II,
439-440.

.611, 41.

.711, 42.
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treatiesmentionedwereinconsistentwiththeprincipleswhichboththeUnitedStatesand ing"wasaconfidentialdocumenttowhichtheUnitedStateswouldnothavetoreferindiscus-arrangementssincesuchmatterswouldbeboundtobeknownafterafewweeks.Itwasthendecidedtoallowfurtherstudyonthepartofallconcernedsothatdifferencescouldberecon-Twodayslater,AmbassadorNomuradeliveredtheSecretaryofStatesomechangeswhichdesiredhavemadeconfidentialmemorandumofMay12,1941.55ItwillberecalledMay1941,whichreaderwillfindSection15(b).
AmbassadorNomurawasreprimandedseverelyonMay24,1941,byForeignMinister effectthatSecretaryHullbelievedMr.MatsuokatobehostiletowardtheAmerican-Japanesediscussionsforpeace.AccordingtoMr.Matsuoka,therewereindicationsthatSecretaryHull ForeignMinisterorderedAmbassadorNomuratoreassureSecretaryHullimmediatelyofMr. devisesomemethodofstoppingthehorrorofwarwhichthreatenedtoleadcivilizationinto Matsuoka,somepartsoftherebukemusthavedealtwithadiscussionofJapanesediplomatic andSecretaryHullconcerningtheoperationsofJapanesediplomacy.AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,JapanesediplomacywastheresponsibilityoftheForeignMinister,althoughimportantarmyandnavyquestionshavinggreatbearingondiplomaticpolicywerehandled 



in cooperation with the army and naval ministers. The Prime Minister of Japan also had a

great deal of influence, and many Japanese officials and citizens of great ability advised the

States held similar positions.

the Foreign Minister by stating:I inI,asa itInotbetomyIIAndasfarastheofisIdoanyasinI
best efforts. ofthebyI
cellency's fundamental feelings with regard to the Japan-American question, and do not entertain a single doubtwithtoit.Itheofasor5'Mr.

newspaper dispatches from Japan in creating the erroneous impression that the Foreign Minister

possible, Mr. Matsuoka requested also that the Japanese Ambassador try to ascertain the source
of this misinformation. 59

Matsuoka's friendly feelings with regard to the Japanese-American question, Secretary Hull's
memorandum concerning his conversation with the Japanese Ambassador records his impression,

in reckless fashion to evoke popular support of his policy.6O13.Entotohis
publicizing the Japanese seizure of American goods in China, which had been destined for Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek. The American press believed that the Axis nations were about to

procedure which the Japanese government intended to follow. 6114.ofof
among the American Cabinet members concerning the contents of this speech, which had been
conveyed to them before its delivery, he reported his conviction that President Roosevelt, despite
his determination to carry out every essential measure of self-defense, was anxious to avoid
provocation and desired to have the Japanese-United States negotiations continue. 63

"Ibid.

5.Ibid.
soIT, 43.

6°S.D.,IT,IbutIfeltthathewasintheI
6IIT,44. inof
6'IT,45.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORNow,shouldhavevoicederroneousstatementswhichthemselvesareincredible,thenbythatfactaloneIdeservepunishment.Hadmilitaryman,madeanysuchstatement,afterbeproven,believethatIshouldpermittedcontinueexistence.amconvincedthathaveabsolutelymadenosuchstatement.SecretaryStateconcerned,notbelievebyanystretchoftheimaginationthathelaborsundermisunderstanding.However,youhaverequestedyourwire,shalloutdomyselfinextendingmyRegardlessimpressionsimpartednewspaperdispatchesfromJapan,amquitecognizantofYourEx-regardhaveeventoldSecretaryStatemuchonetwotimes.MatsuokaseeminglyacceptedAmbassadorNomura'sexplanationastothepartplayedbyJapanSeizesAmericanGoodsrouteChungking.AmbassadorNomurareportedsuperiorsonMay28,1941thatAmericannewspaperswereRadioAddressPresidentRoosevelt(May27,1941).62PresidentRoosevelt'sspeechMay27,1941,hadbeenverymildinitstreatmentofJapan.No391,412-413,416."TheAmbassadornotonlydidnottakeissuewithanything[SecretaryHull]hadsaid,reallyharmonywithstatementsmadeaboutMatsuoka".62PrintedDepartmentStateBulletin.May31,1941,(VolumeIV,No.101),647. 

Minister.BothForeignForeignMinisterJapanandSecretaryofofStateinthethetheUnited Summingupsituation,AmbassadorNomuradisavowedintelligenceinthethethehandsof washostileAmerica.InaskingAmbassadorNomuratotoclearupthematterquicklyasas ThoughAmbassadorNomurastatedthathehadinformedSecretaryHullofForeignMinister receivedfromAmbassadorNomura,thatMr.Matsuokawasapoliticianwhofrequentlyspoke exerteconomicpressureinunison,andsoAmbassadorNomuranowinquiredconcerningthe directreferencemadetoJapanbynameandChinaaffairhadbeentoucheduponverylightly.SincethetheJapaneseAmbassadorknewthattherewaswasconsiderabledifferenceofopinion 



15. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 28,1941).64

(a) Secretary Hull's Report.
The Japanese Ambassador called at Secretary Hull's apartment on the evening of May 28,

Speaking of the difficulty arising from the divergent attitude of Japan and the United States

stressed Japan's obligations under the Tripartite Pact to support Germany in the event of
America's entry into the war. Thus, unless Japan cleared up this difficulty, American critics ofifthetoto
the Japanese people were desirous of trading with the whole world. American embargoes had
made the Japanese seek the control of an economic bloc, but normal trade relations would be
more desirable.

friendly relations, but he asked the Japanese government to clarify officially the points he had
raised. Ambassador Nomura pointed out that it would be extremely difficult for the Japanese
government to add anything to the submitted proposal, since the Japanese government had todealandasas
make independent decisions in interpreting the Tripartite Pact.

Ambassador Nomura, answering that this would have to be negotiated by the Japanese and

activities would not be evacuated, and he did not know the number of troops that would be
involved or the areas in which they would operate.

Remarking that the retention of Japanese troops in China would be detrimental to Chinese-

America ought to convince Japan that a more profitable arrangement could be worked out tothattheofinto
opinion would not permit it. Ambassador Nomura then cited the severe Japanese criticisms of

Prince Konoye for his moderate handling of the Chinese question in the face of the sacrifices
Japan had made in that area.

Secretary Hull announced his plans to talk over the situation with the Chinese government in
strict confidence before entering into any negotiations, and stated that he had raised the question
of evacuating Japanese troops only because the conversations with the Japanese Ambassadorofaby

1941.AccordingtoSecretaryHull,theJapaneseAmbassadorwasmisinformedinconsideringthatSecretaryHullhadspokeninaderogatorymannerofMr.Matsuoka'spositionintheJapanesegovernment.Mr.Hulldeniedsayinganythingofthisnaturetoanyone.ItwillberecalledthatForeignMinisterMatsuokahadjustseverelyreprimandedAmbassadorNomurabecausehehadlearnedfromasecretsourcethatSecretaryHullhadanunfavorableimpressionconcerninghim. towardtheEuropeanwar,SecretaryHullpointedoutthatMr.Matsuokahadcontinually the"understanding"couldpointoutthattherewasnoassuranceastoJapan'spositiontoward Hitler,UnitedStateswentwarmaintainthefreedomoftheseas.
AmbassadorNomurarepliedthatthoughMr.MatsuokatalkedprincipallyforhomeconsumptioninJapan,theForeignMinisterwantedpeacewiththeUnitedStates.Oncethe"understanding"wasachieved,theinfluenceofJapaneseextremistswouldbeweakened,since SecretaryHullagreedthatAmbassadorNomuraandmanyofhisassociateswereanxiousfor withGermanyItalywellwiththepro-Axisgroupathome.However,Japanwould

ToSecretaryHull'sinquiryconcerningJapan'splansforwithdrawalofitstroopsfromChina,Chinesegovernments,indicatedthattwoyearswouldpassbeforecompleteevacuationwouldbe
effected.However,JapanesetroopsretainedinChinaforjointdefenseagainstcommunistic Japanesefriendship,SecretaryHullsuggestedthattheexperienceoftheUnitedStatesinSouth protectitsinterestswithouttheuseoftroops.AmbassadorNomuraagreedwithSecretaryHull presenceJapanesetroopsChinawouldleadprovocativeincidents,buthedidnot

thinkitfeasibleatthepresentmomenttocarryoutcompleteevacuation,sinceJapanesepublic werestillinanunofficialandexploratorystage.However,AmbassadorNomurasaidhedidnot ."'Memorandumconversation",May28,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,11440-443.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
expect the American government to negotiate this question with the Chinese, since America
wouldservesufficientlythecauseofworldpeacebymerelybringingtheChineseandJapanese

together into direct negotiations as it had done in 1895 and in the Russo-Japanese negotiations of
1905.WhenSecretaryHullinquiredconcerningtheChinesegovernment'sreactionstotheproposedstationingoftroopsforjointdefenseagainstCommunism,AmbassadorNomurarepliedthattheChinesegovernmenthadbecomeverymuchweakenedasaresultofthewar,andthat,ifAmericawoulddiscontinueitsaid,Chinawouldbeforcedtocometoterms.

ToSecretaryHull'srequestthattheJapanesegovernmentconsiderthetwopointswhichhe

had raised, Ambassador Nomura replied that he believed his government would be unwilling to

further clarify the relations of Japan and the United States toward the European war, but as for
the second point concerning Japanese troops in China, he promised to consult further withColonelIwakuro.TheconversationendedwithSecretaryHullrepeatinghisplantotalktoChina

abouttheproposalssincetheconversationswerestillinanentirelyinformalstage.ThisfacthadalsopermittedhimtodiscussunofficiallythequestionofJapanesetroopsinChina.65
(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 66

AmbassadorNomurareportedtoForeign.MinisterMatsuokathathehadheldconversationswiththeSecretaryofStateonMay16,20,21and27,671941buthadnotasyetcometoanyconcreteagreement.AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,Mr.Hullwantedtohavealldoubts

eliminated from the minds of the people concerning the maintenance of peace in the Pacific.
StatingthatononeoccasionSecretaryHullhadexpressedadesiretomaintainthestatusquoin

the Pacific, Ambassador Nomura had advised that this would be unacceptable to Japan since it
hoped to take the leadership in the development of the southwestern area with the cooperation of
the United States. However, he was able to report that the Americans wished to give both
countries equal opportunities in th~s region.

AmbassadorNomurahadalsoinformedSecretaryHullthatJapaneseauthoritiessawnoneedfortheclarificationofthemeaningofArticleilloftheTripartitePact.TheJapanese

Ambassador remarked to Foreign Minister Matsuoka that Secretary Hull and his colleagues
were reluctant to place Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in a difficult situation, and for this

reasontheUnitedStateswasdemandingJapan'speacetermsbeforeactingasamediatorin

the China affair. The United States refused to refer to Japan's treaty with Wang Ching-wei's

governmentortotheTripartitePact,but,accordingtotheJapaneseAmbassador,itwaswill-

ing to make considerable concessions.

ThequestionsofjointdefenseagainstCommunismandthestationingoftroopsinChinaweretobenegotiateddirectlybyChinaandJapan,thoughtheJapaneseAmbassadordesired

the United States to suggest mediation to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek as Dunn and Denby
had done in the Sino-Japanese war and Theodore Roosevelt in the Russo-Japanese war. Mr.

HullexplainedthattheUnitedStatesdidnotwanttousetheword"Communism"inthetextsbecauseofitsrelationstoRussiaandChina,butthatsomeexpressionsuchas"subversive"

would be acceptable.

AmbassadorNomuracommentedtoMr.Hullthattheyhadheldsevendiscussion,lastingfromonetotwohours,andalthoughtheyhadtalked"offtherecord"andinformally,theyseemedtoberepeatingthesamethingsoverandoverwithoutachievingresults.WhenAm-bassadorNomuraaskedSecretaryHullforanyfurthersuggestions,andwastoldthattwoorthreeminoroneswouldbeforthcominginafewdays,theJapaneseAmbassadorreceivedthe

"'Ibid.

66n, 46."7TheStateDepartment'sMemorandum,S.D.,n,440,indicatesthatthislastconversationwasheldonMay28,1941.
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impression that Secretary Hull was trying to estimate the effect the "understanding" would
have upon other Cabinet members and American officials.one
agreement impossible.

Japan in planning political or militaristic moves, and said that President Roosevelt's recent
speech indicated the American government's concern about Japan's movements. 68

16. Mr. Matsuoka Requests American Pressure on China.69On31,
29, 1941 [See Section 15(b)] for having lessened the dignity of modern Japan by requesting
American mediation as had been done in the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese wars. Claim-

stated:Thethatthisbeforhertotell17.the
Domei message of May 26, 1941 had quoted several American Senators to the effect that Presi-
dent Roosevelt's recent speech had not referred to Japan because Japan was moving away from
the Tripartite Pact, and was about to restrict the use of military force in penetrating the South
Pacific. The story had not been publicized in Japan because of its potentially bad effect on

because the alleged facts were not true rather than because they had been publicized in
America. 70

aware by now that Japanese-American negotiations were under way.71 Both Foreign Minister

Matsuoka and Ambassador Nomura, though differing in their viewpoints, knew that this
knowledge would be a disrupting factor in the current conversations, since the pro-Axis mili-
tary extremists of Japan would not remain quiescent in the face of a possible Japanese-Ameri-
can understanding.

she had contracted with Russia.72 Ambassador Nomura, having called together the corre-
spondents of the Associated Press, the United Press, the Tribune, Domei and Asahi to deny
that there was any truth in this article, conferred also with Secretary Hull and advised him to

6"II,47.

7IIIT,48.

nIT, 49.50,foristo
official circles.
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bothpeoplesfromofwartothatofpeace,AmbassadorNomurawarnedofthegreatdangerMay1941ForeignMinisterMatsuokacriticizedAmbassadorNomura'sreportofMayonlythingMinisterwouldhavetheUnitedStatesdowithregardtomediatingintheChinaaffair,wouldChiangKai-shek:"NegotiatewithJapan.Hyourefuse,weshallstopallaidtoyou."PublicityLeaksConcerningHull-NomuraConversations. 
7211,completetextwhichrecordedheredemonstratehowmuchwasknownoftheconversationsinsemi-

Emphasizingthatrealpurpose"understanding"wastochangethethethepsychologyofofthatincidentmightoccur,whiletheywerediscussingtechnicalities,whichwouldmakeanan AmbassadorNomuraconsidereditnaturalforUnitedStatestoestimatethetheactionsof ingJapan'spositioninthemodernworldwasmuchdifferentfromthatthatofearlierdays,he OnMay30,TokyosentanurgentdispatchtoAmbassadorNomura,indicatingthata theJapaneseextremists,butMr.Matsuoka'smessageindicatedthathewasmoreindignant Itwasevidentthat!DanypersonsinJapanvaryingdegreesofofimportancehadbecome AnothernewsleakoccurredonJune6,1941,whenHalletAbendinNewYorkTimesstatedthatJapanwasconsideringaneutralitypactwithUnitedStatessimilartothethetheone takemeasurestocounteractthisreport.Asaresult,President

Rooseveltstatedinhispress6BIT,46. 



the Japanese Ambassador and the Secretary of State occasionally had interviews, they dis-
cussed only ordinary affairs. 73

18. Special Committee Meeting (May 30,1941).74

the proposed joint Chinese-Japanese defense against communistic activities. Colonel Iwakuro

outlined the Japanese government's plans concerning this point by briefly reviewing Japan's

the general region of North China, Mongolia, Manchuria and Siberia, he indicated the stra-
tegic problems involved in stationing Japanese troops for protection against communistic ele-
ments from Outer Mongolia, and for the maintenance of interior lines of communication.

Replying to a question concerning the number of Japanese troops to be kept in China, Colo-
nel Iwakuro declared that one-tenth to one-fifth of the present number-a military secret-of
Japanese soldiers in North China would be necessary. These troops would not interfere with

Chinese internal affairs, nor would they be stationed in any other areas outside Inner Mongolia

altered.

Stressing the views of the American government that no discussion of the merits of the

their government to follow its declared principles in presenting the Japanese proposal to the

stationing of Japanese troops in Chinese territory, but in which the withdrawal of Japanese
troops from China would be arranged to have the troops of North China and Inner Mongolia
evacuated last. Then, just before the Japanese were scheduled to evacuate completely, Tokyo
could consult with Chungking concerning the measures necessary to suppress current com-

write a tentative draft, but Mr. Hamilton, paying tribute to the knowledge and frankness in
discussion of Colonel Iwakuro, urged further consideration of this point by each side. 7519.Theato

It will be recalled that on April 9, 1941 an informal and unofficial proposal had been presented

with the approval and collaboration of Ambassador Nomura.76 It had then been sent to Tokyoforto
73II,51-52. ofaby
'"Ibid.

7.S.D., II, 398-402.

"S.D., II, 420-422.
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UnitedStatesSubmitsProposalAmbassadorNomura(May31,1941).delay,withvariousrevisionssubmissiontheSecretaryofState.77OnMay12,1941Am""Memorandumconversation",May30,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,444-445. 

conferenceonJune6,heknewnothingaboutthematter,andpointedoutthatthatthough HamiltonmetwithColonelIwakuroandMr.Mr.WikawadiscussoneoftwopointsinJapaneseproposalwhichthethetheAmericangovernmenthadfounddifficulttotoaccept.Thiswas effortstokeepcommunismoutManchuriaandJapaneseterritory.Drawingaroughmapofof orNorthChina.AstolengthtimethesetroopsmaintainedinChina,ColonelIwakurastatedthattheywouldwouldonlylongasasnecessaryforprotectionagainstCommunism.SincetheretherewasapossiblityofofwarbetweenJapanandRussia,thethesituationmightbebebe questionwastotakeplace,Mr.HamiltonremarkedthattheAmericanpeoplewouldexpect Chinesegovernment.Hediscussedapossibleformulawhereintherewouldbenoreferenceto munisticactivities.TheJapanesewereanxioustohave

BallantineandMr.Mr.Hamilton toStateDepartmentthroughthethemediumofprivateAmericanandJapaneseindividuals, fortheconsiderationofForeignMinisterMatsuokawhofinallyreturnedit,afterconsiderablebassadorNomurahadpresentedittoMr.Hull,whothensubmittedtheAmericandrafton 



May

of several conversations in June. 79

over in strict confidence with the Chinese government the general subject matter involved in
the Hull-Nomura conversations, especially as related to China.8O

20. Hull-Nomura Conversations (June 2,1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 81

Ambassador Nomura called at Secretary Hull's apartment on June 2, 1941 to say that he andofoftheto
Deliberately asking Ambassador Nomura whether his government really desired to enter into a

American-Japanese difficulties. Although Mr. Hull expressed the hope that Japan was

reconsidering its policy of stationing troops indefinitely in China, Ambassador Nomura offered no

encouragement that Japan would change its course. 82

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report.

(See Section 22(b).

21. Special Committee Meeting (June 4, 1941).83

Associates of Secretary Hull and Ambassador Nomura met at the Wardman Park Hotel, on the
afternoon of June 4, 1941 to discuss unofficially various points of the Japanese and American
drafts of the proposal which was first presented to Secretary Hull on April 9, 1941, the last version

Japanese Minister-Counselor, Mr. Koto Matsudaira, Second Secretary of the Japanese Embassy,
Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Ballantine were the conferees, and the American draft of May 31, 1941
was the basis for their discussion.

Many minor points involving translations of various phrases were discussed and noted for

paragraph of Section II, which read, "Obviously, the provisions of the Pact do not apply to
involvement through acts of self-defense." According to Mr. Wakasugi, Japan did not want to be
bound by the United States' interpretation of "self-defense", and Japan could not commit herself
in advance to future acts of other countries.

Mr. Hamilton said that it was understood from certain sources that the Japanese government
desired to disassociate itself gradually from its Axis connections, and that one of the propositionstothetextofthis

8°S.D., II, 454. .

81"Memorandum by the Secretary of State", June 2, 1941, S.D., II, 454-455.
82Ibid.

8'S.D., II,455-464.
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31,1941.78Variousdifferencesbetweenthetwoversionsoftheproposalweretobethetopic
TheUnitedStatesagaininformedAmbassadorNomura,onMay31,1941,thatitwouldtalk hisassociatesdisagreedwithnothingintheAmericanproposalofMay31,1941withtheexceptionsomephraseologywhichcouldbediscussedbytheirrepresentativeswhilehewentNewYork.

settlementforpeaceinthePacific,SecretaryHullremarkedthatheraisedthequestionbecauseofthedoubtscreatedbytheloudtalkingofForeignMinisterMatsuoka.TheJapaneseAmbassadorrepliedthathisgovernmentwasanxiousforafairsettlementofthe ItisbelievedthatAmbassadorNomuramadenospecificreportonthisconversation,whichlastedonlyafewminutes,sincehisreportonJune8,1941summarizedseveralconversations. ofwhichwasreturnedtoAmbassadorNomuraonMay31,1941.Mr.KanomeWakasugi, futuredecision.TheJapaneserequestedthedeletionofoneimportantsentenceinthefirst 

78"AmericandraftproposalhandedJapane8eAmbassador(Nomura)",onMay31,1941,S.D.,II,446-454,II,58."'TheproposalwithvariousAnnexesandSupplementswassenttoJapanonJune9,1941;II,60-69. 



of the proposed "understanding" was to facilitate Japan's movement in this direction. Mr.
Wakasugi stated that this was a false impression since Japan, fully intending to discharge its
obligations under the Tripartite Pact, desired to remain free to decide whether the actions of the
United States in Europe would cause Japan to carry out its obligations.

States. However, the "understanding" would solve the difficulties in the Pacific, although trouble
might still arise from the actions of the United States in the European war. It was hoped that the
improved relations resulting from the "understanding" might lead both countries to collaborate
in working for world peace.

Secretary Hull's speech of April 24, 1941 which outlined the United States' position in regard to

Matsuoka would desire to include his statements in regard to Japanese obligations under the

American position on self-defense, Colonel Iwakuro proposed that Mr. Hull's statement be sent
separately to the Japanese government. Various other proposals for revisions in the draft wereatthis
22. Hull-Nomura Conversation (June 6,1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 85 .

American draft of May 31, 1941 he had felt that both parties were in close agreement, and that
the "drafting committee" would be able to work out the details. Both Ambassador Nomura and

Colonel Iwakuro stressed the sincere desire of their government to achieve an "understanding" as
speedily as possible, and pointed out that despite the misunderstanding of the Americanoftheof
the United States to have peace in the Pacific, but emphasized his position in regard to
self-defense against control of the seas by the Nazis.

President Roosevelt to have an "understanding" with Japan as a basis for his discussion with the

Chinese. There was a great need for clear cut and unequivocal terms in the proposed agreement soastothetoforto
party.

outlining the reaction of the American government to the revisions proposed by the Japanese

referred specifically to the sections relating to China and the Pacific area where the Japanese
proposed to omit clear cut provisions relating to non-discrimination in international commercial
affairs. 86

S'[bid,IT,
s."Informal and unofficial oral statement handed by Secretary of State to Japanese Ambassador (Nomura)", on

June 6, 1941, S.D" II, 467-468.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
mademeeting.84AmbassadorNomura,withColonelIwakuroandMr.Wikawa,calledatSecretaryHull'sapart-doubtsincerityAmbassadorNomuraandhisassociates,Mr.Hullindicatedthedesireofpermitdocumentspeakitself,andallownoonetosuspectthebadfaithofeithers.S,D"465-467, 

ColonelIwakuroagreedthatwasnotintendingdriftawayfromTripartitePact,andsaid,furthermore,that,ifStatesenteredEuropeanwarundercircumstanceswhichinterpretedasobliginghertotoact,JapanJapanJapanwouldtakeuparmsagainstthethethetheUnitedUnited TheJapanesealsorequestedthedeletionofanAmerican"Annex",containingexcerptsfrom self-defense.Theybasedtheirclaimonthegroundsthatiftheseexcerptswereretai'ned,Mr. TripartitePact.AnsweringMr.Hamilton,whodeclaredthatexcerptswouldclarifythethementoneveningofJune6,1941.WhenJapaneseAmbassadorhadfirstexaminedthethethe government,ForeignMinisterMatsuokaalsowasanxiousforpeace.ReplyingthathehadnoTosuggestionofAmbassadorNomuraPresidentRooseveltrequestthetheChinesegovernmenttonegotiatewithJapan,SecretaryHullrepliedthatthatitwouldbeadvantageousfor Mr.Hullthenhanded

AmbassadorNomuraaninformalandunofficialoralstatement, membersthe"draftingcommittee"whichhadmetonJune4,1941.TheSecretaryofofState 



Secretary Hull mentioned his disappointment in noting a vast difference between the proposal
as revised by the Japanese and the original document on which earlier discussions were based,
since the revisions stressed Japan's alignment with the Axis, resisted the placement of Japan's

commitments in regard to policies of peace and non-discriminatory conduct in the Pacific.

minds and mutual understanding of the underlying purposes of the proposed understanding"
before proceeding any further. 87

When Ambassador Nomura and Mr. Wikawa had read the American oral statement and had

informed Colonel Iwakuro of its gist, the Japanese Military Attache expressed surprise that the

remarking also that he and his associates were in perfect agreement with Secretary Hull as to the
principles involved, stated that they would immediately review their proposed revisions in the
light of Secretary Hull's oral statement. In a side remark to Mr. Ballantine, Colonel Iwakuro
referred to Mr. Wakasugi's presence at the meeting on June 4,1941 and mentioned Ambassador
Nomura's part in bringing Mr. Wakasugi out of retirement. Mr. Ballantine gathered the
impression that Colonel Iwakuro thought that Mr. Wakasugi's presence had not b'een helpfu1.88

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 89

ment he had conferred several times a week with Secretary Hull until an American plan had been
offered unofficially. Since there were several questions concerning the China incident left

associates to handle the problem, but several conflicts had arisen in the meeting.
Ambassador Nomura had then gone to see Secretary Hull on Saturday afternoon, June 7,

1941.90 Secretary Hull informed him that the primary purpose of the "understanding" wasofintheto
economic cooperation. In solving the difficult Pacific situation, the United States wished to keep

upon the conclusion of the "understanding".
In repeating Secretary Hull's ideas on the question of America's right to self-defense against

the encroachment of Hitlerism, Ambassador Nomura hastened to assure Foreign Ministeroutoftheto
negotiated peace in Europe since President Roosevelt had denied the peace rumors emanating as

It

II

87Ibid.

..S.D., II, 467.
89II, 53-56.

'"The State Department documents do not record a conversation on June 7. It is probable that Ambassador Nomurawasintoofor

relationswithChinaonabasiswhichwouldcontributetoalastingpeace,andavoidedclearcut Changesofphraseologywerenotimportant,butitwasessential"thattherebeameetingof Americanrepresentativesfelttheabsenceofameetingofminds.AmbassadorNomura, AmbassadorNomuracommentedthatafterpresentingJapan'sfinaldrafttotheStateDepart-unansweredinthisnewdocument,AmbassadorNomurahaddecidedtoappointacommitteeof

maintenancepeacePacific.Thispointwasnotbeglossedoverordisguised,andwhen
peacewaseffected,planscouldbemadeforJapaneseandAmericanindustrial,financial,and thefriendshipofChinatoensurefreerelationsbetweentheUnitedStates,China,andJapan.AsSecretaryHullhadstatedinhisreport,91AmbassadorNomurasuggestedthatPresidentRooseveltadvisedChinatomakepeace,butSecretaryHullrespondedthatthiswoulddepend Matsuokathathewasconsciousofhissuperior'sviewsconcerningthenecessityofkeepingtheUnitedStatesEuropeanwar.AccordingAmbassadorNomura,thetimewasnotripe
totrytochangeAmericanthinkingonthismatter,norwasitanopportunemomenttodiscussa aresultofthereturnofAmbassadorWinanttoWashington.HealsowarnedthattheUnitedStatesregardedtheprincipleofcommercialnon-discriminationasofprimaryimportanceinthe 

11 

eithermistakenreferringSaturday,insteadFriday,hewasusingTokyotimeinthisreport.
91S.D.,II,465.22 



could be no "understanding". tosortwearenotdotothetenI ItoletyouorIdoinIaWeatI
wish.".2

23. Tokyo Grows Impatient at the Delay of the United States' Answer.a
reasonable delay of the United States in replying to Japan's revision of the "understanding".foraitrushthe9,
requested to telegraph the entire text of the so-called "unofficial American proposal" which hehadon31,
though there were many points unacceptable to him in the proposal just transmitted to Tokyo,
the United States authorities were willing to discuss the objectionable parts before submitting it
to Japan. 95

The Japanese Ambassador desired to eliminate references in the proposal to the right of self-
preservation, and also Secretary Hull's speech from the Annex to the proposal. In regard to
China, he was anxious to work out a mutually satisfactory clause regarding the desire of both
countries for peace, and to substitute a clause regarding peace in the Pacific in place of the

. statement asking for justice and non-discrimination. Stipulations relating to the prevention of
the spread of the European war, and to mutual efforts for future world peace and peace in the
Pacific would be desirable.

From Ambassador Nomura's viewpoint, the United States should have recognized Japan's

national aspirations in the Far East, and Japan should have accepted those of America in the
Western Hemisphere, with neither country acquiring military bases in the territory ofthe other's
particular interest. bea
the hands of Tokyo authorities on June 9, 1941 Ambassador Nomura pointed out that the answerofthetothea
24. Luncheon of Japanese-American Diplomats (June 9,1941).98OnMr.
attempted, by seemingly casual questions, to ascertain the attitude of the State Department

92n, 56.
93n,57.
"S.D., n, 446-454; n, 58-69.
.sn, 70-72.
."11,72.
.7n, 73.
.oS.D., n, 468-470.
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Pacific,sinceSecretaryHullhaddeclaredthatifJapanwereunwillingtoadoptthispointthere 

Ambassador Nomura summarized his conversations with Secretary Hull up to this point as 

follows: Well,Ifeelthatitwillbeverydifficultgetanywherebyoutrightdealingsandfeeltheneedofconductingsomeotherofactivitieswhichmightbemoredirect.Well,Iandmyassociatesarecertainlynotoptimistic,butontheotherhand,pessimistic.Wewillourverybestcarryoutyourinstructions.Unlesssomethingunforeseenhappenswithinnextdays,thinkthatthepointsnowpendingwillsocrystallizethatwillbeableknowsomethingmorelessdefinite.notdoubthiszealthematteratall.callonhimtwoorthreetimesweek.conferuntillatenightandwhenleavehealwayssays,"ComebacktoseemeanytimeyouAmbassadorNomurareceivedmessagefromTokyo,onJune7,1941,complainingoftheun-However,thoughTokyowasanxiousspeedyanswer,warnedAmbassadorNomuranottoUnitedStatesauthorities.93Twodayslater,onJune1941AmbassadorNomurawasreceivedMay1941.94Complyingwiththisrequest,AmbassadorNomurastatedthat 
AmbassadorNomuraalsoreportedthatSecretaryHullhadbeenillfortwodays,butthatvariousdelayswouldsoonended.96ThoughpreliminaryAmericanproposalwasalreadyinUnitedStatesJapaneseproposalwouldprobablybeforthcominginfewdays.97June1941BallantinelunchedwithColonelIwakuroandMr.Wikawa.ColonelIwakuro 



towards the Japanese proposal and its eventual outcome. Informing Colonel Iwakuro that the

lantine replied that he had nothing to add to Secretary Hull's statement of June 6, 1941 to
Colonel Iwakuro and Ambassador Nomura. However, Mr. Ballantine offered to be of assistance,
if any points were not clear, and promised to notify Secretary Hull of anything the Japanese
diplomats might wish to say to him.

like to delete the proposed sentence in the first paragraph of Section II which read, "Obviously,
the provisions of the Pact do not apply to involvement through acts of self-defense". The
Japanese did not intend to imply non-recognition of the American right of self-defense, but the
phrase cited above seemed superfluous and would raise difficult questions at home for the
Japanese government.

According to Colonel Iwakuro, the relations of Japan and the United States to the European

obligations under the Tripartite Pact would be influenced by the "understanding". Though

might act in self-defense, the Japanese took no exception to the attitude of the American
government in this matter. 99

pledges of peaceful actions in the Pacific in the preamble of the "understanding" rather than in

affairs in the Pacific, but would substitute the phraseology of Prince Konoye under caption three
Section ill in referring to Japanese peace terms for China.

In regard to the Japanese suggestion that President Roosevelt urge China to make peace with.
Japan, the Japanese pointed out that with Japanese-American difficulties about to be settled,
only the Japanese-Chinese difficulties remained to disturb peace in the Far East. For this reason,theonhisa
the troops would be withdrawn as soon as the need for resisting communistic activities ceased to
exist. The luncheon ended on a very cordial note, with Colonel Iwakuro expressing his

Japanese draft would soon be ready for American approval. 101

25. Dissension Among Japanese in Washington.

Tokyo issued a strong reprimand to its diplomatic representatives in the Japanese Embassy atofthe
not a career diplomat, had found such a disconcerting state of affairs in the midst of a national
crisis. 102

future. loa It is interesting to note that the obscurity of the messages, transmitted .from the
""Ibid., 469.

100Ibid., 470.
101Ibid.

10"11,74.

loaIl,75-76.
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VSecretaryStatespokeforthe.Americangovernmentinmattersofofforeignpolicy,Mr.Bal-ColonelIwakurostatedthattheyunderstoodSecretaryHull'sstatementverywell,butwould warwouldhavelittleeffectontheirrelationstoeachother,andJapan'sinterpretationofits JapancouldnotprovideinanyagreementforallpossiblesituationswheretheUnitedStates Asforsectionofproposed"understanding"dealingwithpeaceinPacificarea,JapaneseintendedacceptAmericandraft.Furthermore,theydesiredtotoplacethethethethethethemutual SectionasfoundAmericandraft.Mr.BallantinegatheredimpressionthatthethetheJapanesewouldagreetoretainmutualpledgesofnon-discriminationinininternationalcommercial JapanwouldnotagreelimittheretentionofitstroopsinChinatotooneortwoyears,though determinationtospeakfranklyonanydifficulty,andMr.

MikawaindicatingthatanewlyrevisedTheForeignOfficefeltparticularlyconcernedbecauseAmbassadorNomura,anavalmanand ArequestTokyothatsomethingbedoneclarifymessagessentfromfromEmbassyaddedwoesofJapaneseJapaneseWashington,whopromisedtototodobetterininthethethethe 

President,owninitiative,shouldproposethatChinaseeksettlementwithJapan.100Washingtonbecausedisharmonyexistingbetweenseveralofthemembersstationedthere. 



Japanese telegraph officials reported that they were sending the messages in as close conformity
as possible with the original draft in order to convey accurately the feelings of Ambassador

difficulties involved in rendering good translations of Ambassador Nomura's badly phrased
reports. 105.

Some of the difficulties mentioned above undoubtedly arose because the Japanese werecallwastofor
26. Mr. Matsuoka Reaffirms Japanese Allegiance to the Tripartite Pact.June10,he
proposal to a "drafting committee" representing both countries. 107 Mr. Matsuoka declared that itwasfortotoan
points of disagreement took place.

The Foreign Minister emphasized that such discussions should have been handled by Tokyo

which would be difficult to explain away. Therefore, all committee meetings were to be stopped
at once until the full text of the unofficial American proposal could be discussed in Tokyo, and
until further instructions could be issued for the guidance of Ambassador Nomura.

According to Mr. Matsuoka, good relations between the United States and Japan, though
important, were not so important as the duty of the Japanese, under the Tripartite Pact, to keep

Ambassador's departure for Washington, Mr. Matsuoka expressed his regrets that there were any
outsiders who unfortunately believed that Japan would not fight, even if the United States did so.

Since this erroneous belief seemed to be gaining strength as a result of the Japanese-American

especially since President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull were scheming to use the
"understanding" to heighten this impression. Mr. Matsuoka's summary may be of interest: .allthisup,ifthetobeisofitistoherantousisofIAfew

IO<Il, 77.

1O"1l,78-79.

I0811,80.
lo'Il,81-83.

I0811,83.

lOoll,70-73.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOF'PEARLHARBORJapaneseEmbassytoTokyo,wasprobablyduetoAmbassadorNomura'sownphraseology.TheurgentsentTokyowelltraineddiplomaticsecretaries.1061941whenlearnedthatSecretaryHullandtheAmbassadorhadagreedtosubmitanecessaryfirstbothcountriescomeagreementbeforeanydiscussiononimportant
SummingUnitedStatesfightsGermany,nomatterwhatsortofagreementexists,afterallitwillinevitablyhavebroken.Thatclearerthanthelightday.Theimportantthingtodayisforustomaintainarelentlessattitude.EventhoughbeyondourpowermaketheUnitedStatesfeelfriendlytowardGermany,wemustkeepfrommakingoutrightattack.Comparedwiththis,anyadvicethattheUnitedStatesmightgiveChiangKai-shekmakepeacewithsecondaryimportance.thinkweallknowthatbynow.108dayslater,however,Mr.Matsuoka,havingreceivedAmbassadorNomura'sexplanation 

whohaddiscussedmatterswithSecretaryState.lo.Incidentally,Americanexperts,translatingdeciphereddispatchesAmbassadorNomura,Nomura,alsocomplainedofofofthethethe attemptingdotoomanythingswithaninsufficiencytrainedpersonnel.TheusualconsularwassufferingbecauseadditionalmenhadbeassignedtototohandlegreatlyincreasedvolumeofoftelegraphicworkworkstemmingfromthetheintensifiedJapanese-Americannegotiations.AnForeignMinisterMatsuokaadministeredanothersharprebuketoAmbassadorNo~uraon ratherthanbyAmbassadorNomura,andhefearedthatcommitmentshadalreadybeenmade UnitedStatesfromenteringwar,ortopreventanyfurtheranti-Axismeasures.RemindingAmbassadorNomuraofhisconversationswithhimbeforethethetheJapanese negotiations,Mr.MatsuokastatedthatitwasimportantfortheJapanesetodisa~owit, activitiesofofthethecommittee,109wassomewhatmollified,andapparentlyagreedtopermit 



similar meetings of expert assistance to take place. But he did remind Ambassador Nomura that
the preliminary proposal should have been telegraphed to the Foreign Office without delay, sincewasasas
Roosevelt and Secretary Hull. 110

27. Hull-Nomura Conversation (June 15, 1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. III

would like to confer with Secretary Hull as to the points in the Japanese proposal to which the
United States would either agree or disagree. >

Replying that such procedure on his part might lead to a misunderstanding with the Japa-

ber of times with Japanese representatives, the American attitude on certain points shouldbeto
(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 113to14,to

about an espionage case on the West Coast.114 According to Ambassador Nomura, Secretary

tween Japan and the United States, and, therefore, he desired Ambassador Nomura to findouthisinof
not really worth consideration, and until the United States offered a concrete and fair proposal,
it would be useless to request further instructions on the basis of what had been offered.115

However, despite this statement of Ambassador Nomura concerning the lack of concessions by

the United States, he knew that both Secretary Hull and the State Department, in the face ofhadalsotheto
lIOIl, 84. ofaby
lI2/bid.; II, 78-79.
lI3I1, 78-79.

lI'II, 85.

lI"II,78-79.

lI6I1, 86.
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itusefulfortranslationpurposeswelldiscoveringtheworkingsofthemindsofPresident 
AmbassadorNomura,ColonelIwakuro,andMr.WikawacalledatSecretaryHull'sapartmenttoassureMr.HullthattheJapanesegovernmentsincerelydesiredan"understanding"withtheUnitedStates,andtocertifythattherewasnohostilefeelingamonghigherJapanesearmyandnavyofficialsagainsttheUnitedStates.AmbassadorNomurastatedthatitwasnecessaryforhimtoreporttohisgovernmentjusthowmattersstoodatthistime,andhe nesegovernment,Mr.HullsuggestedthattheJapaneseAmbassadorsubmitareportconcerninghisownestimateofthesituation.SinceMr.Hullandhisassociateshadconversedanumbeveryclear.WhenMr.HullreferredtothesoundingoutoftheChinesegovernmentwithregardtopeacebeforeanyfinalmovewasmade,AmbassadorNomuraindicatedthattheweakChungkinggovernmentwasmaintainedonlybyAmericanhelp,andthatifthiswerewith

drawnGeneralissimoChiangKai-shekwouldobligedacceptJapaneseterms.112AmbassadorNomurareportedTokyothathehadtalked,onJune15,1941,withSecretary
Hull,whowassickinbed.BecauseoftheunavailabilityofSecretaryHullontheprecedingday,June1941,owingsickness,AmbassadorNomurahadtalkedtoAssistantSecretaryWelles

HullhadstatedthatinfluentialpeopleinJapandidnotwishtohavean"understanding"be- whethergovernmentwasreallyfavoreffectingpeacebetweenthetwocountries.
AmbassadorNomurarepliedthattheconcessionsmadebytheAmericangovernmentwere anumberofinfluentialAmericanswhowereadvocatingageneraloilembargoagainstJapan,wereexercisingrestraintbecauseofthedelicatenatureofJapanese-Americanrelations.They advisedpressremaincalmduringthisperiod.116111"MemorandumConversation",June15,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,471-472. 



28. Special Committee Meeting (June 15, 1941).

Later, on this same day of June 15, 1941, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ballantine met Colonel

previously seen by the American experts.1l7 In view of this, a request was made, and agreed to
by the Japanese, that discussion be deferred until American authorities had studied its provi-
sions.

e.g., Japanese special companies monopolizing the system of exchange and currency, and
Japanese trade and traveling controls imposed in North China which interfered with the trade

of any other nation. Although the Japanese contended that these companies were not monopo-
listic, since foreigners could purchase shares of the companies, the American diplomats

in obtaining raw silk in China could be attributed to the preferential treatment accorded

and they stated that their operation should not preclude American participation in the Chinese

to their country and since Japan had paid for these supplies, they hoped that their retention
would not be considered a discriminatory practice. Since Japan had paid for essential supplies,
hoped that their retention by the Japanese would not be considered a discriminatory practice.
With this exception, there would be no discrimination favoring Japan in the rest of the Chineseleftfor
nitely remain there without any time for their withdrawal. This answer was to be presented to

restrictions presently imposed on goods would disappear as soon as hostilities ceased, and they
insisted that, in times of peace, there were no general restrictions on American trade. Arrange-toon
29. Special Committee Meeting (June 16,1941).119

Five American and Japanese experts met on June 16, 1941 to continue the discussion of the

Wikawa, and Mr. Matsudaira. Discussing exchange and currency control, Colonel Iwakuro
stated that this would be the responsibility of the Chinese government after the peace settle-

al. 120 ofabyofaby
l2.Ibid.
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trade.Thisquestionwasfuturediscussionbythecommittee.mentswerethenmadehaveanothermeetingthefollowingday.118
'l7"DraftdocumentreceivedinformallyfromassociatesoftheJapaneseAmbassador",June15,1941,S.D.,II,473-476.'l8"MemorandumConversation",June15,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,472-473.""'MemorandumConversation",June16,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,476-478. 

Iwakuro,Wikawa,andMr.Mr.Matsudairatocontinuetheirdiscussions.TheofferedasbasisfordiscussionaarevisiontheJapaneseJapanesedraftofofJune8,whichhadnotbeen TheconversationthenturnedtoJapanesediscriminatorycommercialrelationsinChina, pointedoutattemptstopreventtradecompetitionofothernationswerediscriminatory.TheJapaneseJapanesemaintainedthatthatthedifficultiesexperiencedbyAmericanfirms Japanese-supportedcompanies,mines,andothereconomicenterpriseswhichhadpaidforinNorthChina.However,thetheJapaneseJapanesefeltthatthesefirmswerenotmonopolistic silkindustry.TheJapaneseaddedthatbecausethesebusinessesprovidedrawmaterialsvitalAsforJapanesetroopsinNorthChina,ColonelIwakurofinallystatedthattheywoulddefi-ChinaaspartgeneralsettlementbetweenStates,IwakurohopedsomecouldbedevisedwhichwouldoffsetcriticismfromStates.Inaddition,

aatentativeformulaformulacoveringrelationsofofJapanJapanandandandUnitedUnitedUnitedStateswithEuropeanwarwasofferedbyColonelColonelIwakuro.TheJapanesestatedthatthatthethethethethethethepreviousevening.ThosepresentwereHamilton,Ballantine,ColonelIwakuro,Mr.Mr.Mr. ment,thoughredeemmilitaryscriptithadissuedinNorthChina.Whenaskedtointerpretaprovisionparagraphfour"AgreedTermsUnderstanding"whichstatedChina'scontrolofofofofforeigntrademustnotaffectSino-Japaneseeconomiccooperation,ColonelIwakurorepliedthatthatJapanwouldwouldoperatethethethethestudiedJapaneseJapanesepropos



30. Special Committee Meeting (June 17, 1941).121

Ballantine suggested the, inclusion of the word "unprovoked" in a rewording of a provision of
the "understanding" to make it read:

to the prevention of the unprovoked extension of the European war.

of a general idea which the United States wished to discuss. Furthermore, it was suggested that
excerpts from the Secretary of State's speech, already objected to by the Japanese as part of
the Annex and Supplement presented by the United States on May 31, 1941 should be incor-
porated in an exchange of letters between the Secretary of State and the Japanese Ambassador
to clarify the attitude of the United States toward the European war.

Colonel Iwakuro replied that Japan would not favor the publication of Secretary Hull's state-
ment in either an exchange of letters, or as an annex and supplement to an agreement, since
the Japanese government had been fully informed of the attitude of the United States towardhadthea
of reply to be expected, Mr. Hamilton said that it could not be treated as secret, but that it

Secretary Hull's, that Japan indicate its understanding of the attitude of the United States
toward the European war in regard to self-defense, Colonel Iwakuro asked whether the United

letter incorporating statements by Japanese leaders, Mr. Hamilton pointed out that thisnottoaof
Discussing the satisfactory relations of the United States with Japan before the signing of

the Tripartite Pact, Colonel Iwakuro said that the attitude of the United States left Japan
with no other alternative but to join the Axis. Thus, before specific controversies could be

ownership.

all restrictions in trade and banking would be removed. Equal treatment would be accorded

to the nationals of all other powers without any discrimination.

Concerning relations between the government at Chungking and the government of Wang

representatives from both Chinese sections to be present at the peace negotiations, since it
believed that both governments would eventually coalesce to form the Chinese government
and to sign the peace treaty. This topic was left for future discussion.ofaby

122Ibid., 479.

123Ibid.
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Mr.Hamilton,Mr.Ballantine,andMr.MaxW.Schmidt,oftheDivisionofFarEasternAffairs,metwithColonelIwakuro,Mr.Wikawa,andMr.MatsudairaonJune17,1941.Mr. TheGovernmentofJapanmaintainsthatthepurposeoftheTripartitePactwas,andis,designed.tocontribute
AccordingtoMr.Ballantine,thissuggestionwasmadetentatively,sinceitwasalreadypart theEuropeanwar.Thequestionshouldbeleftforfurtherdiscussionuntilafteranagreement beenreachedbetweentwocountries.122AnsweringqueryofMr.Wikawaastothetype

wouldnotnecessarilybepublished.ToMr.Hamilton'ssuggestion,correspondingtothatof StateswouldacceptJapan'sownviewsonself-defense.Mr.Hull(sic)repliedthatthequestionwouldnothavearisenexceptforJapan'sattitudetowardtheEuropeanwarasexpressedintheTripartitePact.WhenColonelIwakurorespondedthatJapaninturnmightwanttosendawouldprobablyleadmeetingminds.123 
solved,itwouldbenecessaryfirsttoimprovegeneralAmerican-Japaneserelations.ToaquestionraisedconcerningJapanesespecialcompanies,suchastheNorthChinaDevelopmentCompanyandtheCentralChinaPromotionCompany,ColonelIwakurorepliedthatAmericancompanieswouldbeallowedtooperateinChina,withtheexceptionofcertainenterprises,which,underChineselaw,mustnecessarilyhavemorethanfiftypercentChinese WhenMr.HamiltonremarkedthatcontinualcomplaintswerebeingreceivedfromAmericanbusinessmen,whoweresufferingfromJapaneserestrictionsoftradeinChina,ColonelIwakurorepliedthatthissituationwasduetowarconditions,andthat,whenpeacearrived, Ching-weiaftertheproposedpeacesettlementbetweenChinaandJapan,Japandesired 

121"MemorandumConversation",June17,1941,MaxW.Schmidt,S.D.,II,478-483. 



the defensive position which each country had in East Asia and in the Western Hemisphere,

be jeopardized, because this suggestion might offend some of the American republics. Mr.

Hamilton recommended that this suggestion be excluded from the final proposal. 124

tary or political bases in East Asia. After Colonel Iwakuro pointed out that there was no men-
tion of military bases in Section VI, which declared that neither government had territorial

standing" had been achieved.

Colonel Iwakuro suggested that the United States emphasize its peaceful intention by an-

Japan had planned to establish bases in Thailand, Indo-China, Hainan, and other areas of the
Southwest Pacific, the American public would object to restrictions on the United States'
freedom. Furthermore, if Japan considered the question of military bases as separate from the

Pacific. When Japan claimed that it did not have territorial designs, did it intend to acquire
military bases there?

Colonel Iwakuro replied that Japan did not intend to acquire military bases, but that this
decision would be governed by the actions of the United States, for example, the acquisition
by the United States of a military base in Singapore.

Though the Japanese urged all possible speed in the discussions so that they could inform
Tokyo, Mr. Hamilton reminded them that four important questions were still outstanding:

1. Economic non-discrimination in China.

2. Stationing of Japanese troops in China.3.ofthe
4. The statement regarding military bases.

arranged for the near future. 125

31. Hull-Nomura Conversation (June 21,1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 126

Ambassador Nomura called at Secretary Hull's apartment at the latter's request to receive

which would be published as coming from the Japanese government, and the other concerning

124Ibid., 481.

125Ibid. ofaby
127"Dr/lft proposal handed by the Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador (Nomura)", on June 21, 1941, S.D.,

11,486-489.

"."Oral statement handed by Secret/lrY of State to Japanese Ambassador (Nomura)", on June 21, 1941, S.D., II,

485-486, II, 87-89. This oral statement was returned to American authorities by Ambassador Nomura on July 17, 1941,
S.D., 11,511-514.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
TothesuggestionofColonelIwakurothatJapanandtheUnitedStatesmutuallyrecognize Mr.Hamiltoncommentedthatthe"GoodNeighbor"policyintheWesternHemispheremight TheJapanesethenaskedtheUnitedStatestostatethatithadnoambitionsfornewmilidesignsinthePacific,Mr.Hamiltonindicatedthattheraisingofthequestionofmilitarybasesatthistimewouldcreatenewissues,whichcouldbeleftfordiscussionuntilafterthe"undernouncingthatnonewbaseswouldbeacquired,butMr.Hamiltoncommentedthatsince acquisitionofnewterritory,otherquestionswouldariseconcerningJapan'splansfortheSouth 

AttitudetwogovernmentstowardtheEuropeanwar.
BecausethesepointswouldhavetobediscussedwithSecretaryHull,anothermeetingwas acompletelyrevisedAmericandraftoftheproposal.127SecretaryHullalsohandedtheJapaneseAmbassadoranoralstatementwhichheaskedhimtoread.128AccompanyingtheoralIstatementandredraftweretwoannexesandsupplements,oneinregardtotheChinaincident commercialrelationsascomingfromtheUnitedStates.Inaddition,therewerethesuggestedtextsofletterstobeexchangedinoutliningtheattitudeofthetwocountriestowardtheEuro

12."MemorandumConversation",June21,1941JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,11,483-484. 



peanwar,andasuggestedletterfromSecretaryHulltoAmbassadorNomuraregardingnon-

discriminatory economic cooperation between China and Japan. 129

TheoralstatementexpressedtheappreciationofSecretaryHullfortheeffortsofAmbassa-dorNomuraandhisassociatesinbetteringAmerican-JapaneserelationsinthePacific.How-ever,thoughII}anyJapaneseleaderssharedtheviewsoftheJapaneseAmbassadorconcerning

the desirability of peace, the United States had received reports from many world-wide sources

thatsomeJapaneseofficialsweredefinitelycommittedtothesupportofNaziGermany,andwouldfightonthesideofHitlershouldtheUnitedStatesentertheEuropeanwarasamatterof

self-defense. 130(See Part C-e, Japanese-Axis Relations)

Since official spokesmen of the Japanese government were emphasizing Japan's obligations

undertheTripartitePactinanefforttoinfluenceJapaneseopinion,SecretaryHull'askedwhethertheadoptionoftheproposed"understanding"wouldachievethedesiredresults.ThedecisionofJapantoretaintroopsinNorthernChinawasalsoanothersourceofdifficultysince

it conflicted with America's liberal policy of not interfering with the sovereign rights of another
power.TheUnitedStatesdesiredaclearerindicationthanhadyetbeengivenoftheJapanese

government's wish to pursue a course of peace.131

AfterAmbassadorNomurahadreadthisoralstatement,SecretaryHullremindedhimof

Foreign Minister Matsuoka's announcements that any resistance to the aggression of Chancel-
lorHitlerwouldcallforactionbyJapanundertheTripartitePact.AsforAmericanintentions

concerning military bases in the Pacific, the United States had been gradually withdrawing
fromthatregion,andin1922hadagreednottofortifyitsterritoryinthewesternPacific.In

addition, the United States had been willing to renew this treaty in 1936.
In Secretary Hull's opinion, the Japanese government would be controlled in the future

either by the pro-Nazi elements or by those opposed to a policy of aggression, and for this rea-
son,theUnitedStateswouldgladlyconsideraprogramforcooperationalongpeacefullines.SincebothheandAmbassadorNomurasharedthebeliefthatan"understanding"atthistimeofworldcrisiswasmostimportant,Mr.Hullannouncedthatthoughhewouldleavefor

the country to recuperate from his recent illness, his associates would be available for consul-
tation with the Japanese Ambassador and his colleagues at any time.132

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 133

Ambassador Nomura notified Foreign Minister Matsuoka that he had received from Secre-
taryHulltheoralstatementandrevis~ddraftoftheproposalwhichwerementionedabove.ExpressinghisdissatisfactionwiththislatestAmericanproposal,sinceitwasfarfrombeinginaccordwithMr.Matsuoka'sinstructions,AmbassadorNomuraannouncedthathewassendingthedocumentstoTokyo.HewasconvincedthattheJapanesegovernmentwouldnotacceptsomeoftheAmericantermsinregardtotheUnitedStates'interpretationofself-defense

and non-discriminatory commercial relations in China.

InanotherinterviewwithSecretaryHullonJune23,1941,AmbassadorNomurahadtold.

him frankly that he could not submit this proposal to his government.134 Despite this last

I29S.D., II, 489-492.

I3OIbid., 485.

13IIbid., 486.
l3'Ibid.

l33II,78-79.l3'OnseveraloccasionsAmbassadorNomuradatedhismeetingswithSecretaryHullonedayaheadofthedategivenbySecretaryHullinhisofficialdocuments;e.g.,II,78-79,inwhichAmbassadorNomuraspeaksofameetingonJune
22, noted by Secretary Hull, as taking place on June 21, and a meeting on June 23 which Secretary Hull recorded as

occuring on June 22.
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and other messages, clarifying obscure points, were transmitted on the next day.13B

matic situation by indicating three important discrepancies in the demands of both sides:tonottowe2.ittotheofofthatire,ofa3.petisofoftheofHeifandallthewetoita
ests.137

According to Ambassador Nomura, the United States would negotiate despite these dis-

United States would not support Japan in its desire to station troops in China, nor in its ambi-
tion to exercise economic domination in the Pacific area. Yet, since Japan had been exempted
from the freezing of foreign assets, the West coast espionage case involving Japanese naval

many American officials doubted the sincerity of the Japanese government.

difficulties, to continue negotiations, since the freezing of Japanese credit and additional
trade restrictions would follow the rupture of relations.13B

32. Hull-Nomura Conversation (June 22,1941).

(a) Secretary Hull's Report. 139

account for the disagreement among Japanese authorities to which the American State

Department had referred, because from the very beginning he had been conforming to thetowithandattheto
Ambassador Nomura replied that though Japan did not want war with the United States, it did

Ballantine to read to Secretary Hull a Japanese oral statement which suggested that the proposedofas
by Secretary Hull on June 21, 1941, be either omitted or modified. 140 Secretary Hull commented'

that he did not wish to embarrass the Japanese government, nor did he think the Japanese

135II,87-92.

13"II,84-97.
137II,79.
I38Ibid.13."ofaby
"o"Informal and unofficial oral statement handed by the Japanese Ambassador (Nomura) to the Secretary of State",

on June 22,1941, S.D., II, 494.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORstatement,AmbassadorNomurasentthetextsofbothdocumentstoTokyoonJune24,1941,135
OnJune24,1941AmbassadorNomurasummarizedthecurrentAmerican-Japanesediplo1.WhenitcomestheEuropeanwar,Anglo-Americanself-defenserights,andtheTripartitePact,theywillyieldanythingadvocate.WhencomesquestionourstationingtroopsforprotectionagainstCommunists,theystrangelyenoughdeclaretheycannotinterferewithChinese-Japanesepeaceterms,butinthesamebreathshowconsiderabledeclaringthatthisinterfereswiththesovereigntythirdpower.SecretaryHull'sprinciplethatcommercialnon-discrimination.HerepeatsthatthePan-AmericanpolicyUnitedStatesconsiststhis.oftensaysthatweappliedtheprincipleofnon-discriminationtoChinaPacific,wouldhavenothinglose,andwould,asmatteroffact,betoourmaterialinter

crepancies,ifitwereabsolutelycertainthatJapanearnestlydesiredpeace.However,the officershadbeensettledinafriendlyfashion,andSecretaryHull,despiteillness,hadreceivedhimthreetimes,AmbassadorNomurabelievedthatPresidentRooseveltandhisimmediateassociateswereanxioustoachieveapeacefulsettlement.Ontheotherhand,reportsfromtheAmericanEmbassyinTokyoandfromfinancialcirclesinNewYorkindicatedthat Inviewofallthis,AmbassadorNomurabelieveditwouldbeadvantageous,despitethe AmbassadorNomuracalledatSecretaryHull'sapartmentonJune22,1941toannouncehisintentionofsendingtoTokyoSecretaryHull'soralstatementoftheprecedingday.Hecouldnot instructionsofhisgovernment.SecretaryHullaskedwhetherMr.Matsuoka,ashisrecent

messagePremierMussolinihadindicated,wasusingtheUnitedStatestoforceChinatoagreeJapan,sametimewasleavingJapanfreecomeintotheEuropeanwar.
notwishtobinditselfinadvancetosomefutureaction.AmbassadorNomurathenaskedMr. exchangelettersbetweenSecretaryHullandhimself,describedinthedocumentssubmittedMemorandumconversation",June22,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,492-494. 



embarrass the United States; his purpose had been to clarify the
attitude of the Japanese government so that public opinion in America would not oppose the
"understanding" .

might not make it easier for the Japanese government to come to an "understanding",
Ambassador Nomura replied that the Japanese government did not desire to repudiate its
obligations under the Tripartite Pact. However, the matter would be referred to his government
for further study.

international commercial relations, on the grounds that this matter would involve too many

proposal that the question of troops in China be left for settlement between Japan and China,
Secretary Hull pointed out the possible danger of the United States and Japan reaching an
agreement which might not be followed by a similar concord between Japan and China, thus
embarrassing the United States. According to Ambassador Nomura, this question would be
studied further by his government despite Japan's long-established policy of keeping its troops infordidnottoit
Japanese Ambassador refer the essenti~l points of the letters to his government for study under

advised. 141

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report.

Ambassador Nomura. If he did so, the dispatch is not available.33.Itwillbepartofits
never transcended the limits of Mr. Matsuoka's instructions, but had devoted all his time to the
betterment of Japanese-American relations as an important phase of Japanese national policy.
Since there was sufficient reason to believe that the United States doubted the good faith oforof
Ambassador remarked that groups in both America and Japan were not in sympathy with hisandto
groups in Japan were opposed to the "understanding", Ambassador Nomura indicated that he
had strongly denied this charge, and had also refuted the impression that his views did not
represent those of the Japanese Government. .

and the trying circumstances under which he had assumed his present duties as evidence of his
goodfaith and excellent motives in the current conversations. 143

141Ibid.

143Ibid.
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ChinadefenseagainstCommunism.SecretaryHullofferwithdrawtheexchangeofletters,butwasdecidedtohavetheAmbassadorNomuraDefendsHisActions.recalledthatForeignMinisterMatsuokahadseverelyrebukedAmbassadorNomuraconsideredownprovince.OnJune25,1941AmbassadorNomurarepliedthathehadJapan,AmbassadorNomurahadinvestigatedthereasonsforthisattitude.142HavingdiscoveredthattwothreememberstheAmericanCabinet,aswellassomeoftheactionsweredoingtheirbestwreckthenegotiations.RemindingMr.MatsuokathatSecre

governmentwouldwantto InreplytoSecretaryHull'squestionwhetherGermany'sentranceintowaragainstRussia TheJapaneseAmbassadoralsoobjectedthedraftletterregardtotonon-discriminationinin detailspresent"understanding",andcouldbetreatedatalatertime.AsforforthetheJapaneseanagreementanotheralternativefromJapanesemightbeacceptable.Inviewimportanceofofthethethe"understanding",HullaskedthatthatAmbassadorAmbassadorNomuraandhisassociatesremainintouchwithSecretarySecretaryHull'sassociates,whowouldkeephim ItappearsthatnospecificreportconcerningthismeetingwastransmittedtoTokyoby forexceedinghisauthorityindiscussingcertaindetailsofproposalwhichthetheForeignOffice StateDepartmentofficials,werenotinfavorofproposed"understanding",thetheJapanesetaryHullhadaskedhimonseveraloccasionswhetheritwasnottruethatcertaininfluential 

TheJapaneseAmbassadorappealedtohispastrecordoffriendshipwiththeForeignMinister mil,98. 



34. Ambassador Nomura Urges the Adoption of the "Understanding".

meanwhile, he would offer his opinion as to the action Japan should take. Reiterating his former
pleas for a speedy decision, Ambassador Nomura pointed out that though the United States was

restrain America from entering the war. Furthermore, Ambassador Nomura doubted the efficacy

of the aid which the United States intended to give to Russia.

the "understanding", and Japan would then have to expand to the south, with a probable
collision with the Netherlands East Indies and an eventual diplomatic break with Britain and

adherence to the Tripartite Pact would in no way affect the preservation of peace in the Pacific.

interest in the proposed "understanding". 14435.WItsofaOn30,
to all of its diplomatic representatives throughout the world that Japan had entered a criticalAlltobetoandalltoto

Instructions were issued concerning the evacuation of Japanese personnel, the voiding of leases
for rented property, the safe custody of Japanese government-owned property, and various other
items relating to the discontinuance of Japanese diplomatic relations in certain areas. These in-byaof
preparing for any eventuality.36.the
America's attitude toward the German-Soviet war. Remarking that America was equally opposed
to a communistic or Nazi dictatorship, Mr. Welles declared that the present concern of the
United States was the destruction of Hitlerism throughout the world, and for that reason aid to
Russia had been ordered. 146

President Roosevelt confirmed this statement on June 24, 1941 and said that since Russia had
made no request for aid as yet, he did not know what would have to be sent. However, Russia hadtheoftheof
all European funds in the United States, and, thus, Russia had four hundred million dollars
available in the United States for the purchase of American materials. Furthermore, the United

under the Lend-Lease Act was being studied.

"'II,99.
u'II, 100.
u'II, 101.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
TokyoarBSDiplomatsCrisis.June1941,shortlyafterGermanyhadattackedRussia,Tokyoissuedageneralwarningperiod.145intelligencereportsweredispatchedtheForeignOfficeassoonaspossible,documentsreferringthesereportswerebedestroyedbyfire.uneasinessexpressedTokyowasmerelyreflectionthegeneralspiritofmanynationsnotatAmerica'sAttitudeTowardGerman-RussianWar(July1,1941).beenexemptedfromorderSecretarytheTreasuryonJune14,1941whichhadfrozen 

OnJune29,AmbassadorNomurareportedTokyothathewasstillawaitinginstructionsinregarddocumentspresentedtototohimbythetheSecretaryofState,but feverishlypreparingmeetanyeventuality,itwasunlikelyenterwarforsometimecome.Therefore,an"understanding"betweenJapanandthetheUnitedStateswouldhelptotototo IfJapandidnotmakehastearrivingatadecision,theUnitedStatesmightloseinterestinin Australia.AsforJapan'sallegiancetoitsAxispartners,AmbassadorNomurastatedthat HeurgedthatJapanesegovernmentalauthoritiespersuadethetheUnitedStatesofitstrue structionswerenottoosignificantinregardtoHull-Nomuraconversations,sincethethewaratthistime.However,instructionsindicatedthatthetheJapanesegovernmentwas AmbassadorNomurareportedActingSecretaryStateSumnerWelles'discussionofofStateshadinvokedneutralityinGerman-Russian

warongroundsthatactactwasnotnotnecessaryforpreservationofAmericanlivesandthethethethethethepublicpeace.AidtoRussia 



becoming more settled, and that decisive action only awaited the completion of preparations,
which would be a matter of but a few months. Pointing out that many Americans believed in thea
superiors, on July 2, 1941, that President Roosevelt had stressed, in a press conference on the
preceding day, the hope that the United States could keep out of the war. Ambassador Nomura
believed that this statement of President Roosevelt had been intended as an indirect reply to a
speech of Prime Minister Konoye to allay any fears of Japan concerning a possible conflict
between a Japanese-American "understanding" and the Tripartite Pact. Prime Minister Konoye
had stated that the Tripartite Pact had been designed to keep both Japan and the United Statesoutoftheto
Walker had conferred with President Roosevelt after the remarks of Prince Konoye, andhadtoanto
37. Special Committee Meeting (July 2,1941).150

American and Japanese associates of Secretary Hull and Ambassador Nomura met for further

discussion. Mr. Ballantine, Mr. Schmidt, Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Iwakuro, Mr. Wikawa and Mr.

Matsudaira were present.
Mentioning the recent conciliatory interview Prime Minister Konoye had given to the

statement of June 21, 1941. For this reason, Prime Minister Konoye, emphasizing Japan's
intention not to participate in or to assist any German program of world conquest, had stressed
the absence of reasons for war between the United States and Japan. However, Mr. Ballantine
pointed out that the interview had been granted to a Paramount Newsreel representative who

significant since the Prime Minister's remarks had not been published in Japan, and as reportedin
In regard to the implication, in Secretary Hull's oral statement of June 21, 1941, of a division

within the Japanese government, Mr. Iwakuro reported that secret information, acquired from
State Department channels, indicated that the Hull-Nomura conversations had been closed, and
that Japanese funds would be frozen in the near future. This information had resulted in
unfortunate losses to the Japanese sinking fund allotted for the purchase of Japanese government
bonds.

Japan would be able to give evidence of her peaceful intentions, meanwhile, though recog-

arose concerning the unanimity of the Japanese government concerning the proposed "under-in
14'Ibid."'N.Y.30,
14911, 102. ofaby
'51Ibid., 495.
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AmbassadorNomuraassuredTokyothatJapanwasexercisingarestraininginfluenceontheentranceoftheUnitedStatesintowar,buthebelievedthatAmericanpublicopinionwasinevitabilityofwar,heindicatedthatallpreparationswerebeingmadeforlongstruggle.147
DespitetheviewsofAmbassadorNomurainthereportdescribedabove,heinformedhis Europeanwar.148AccordingAmbassadorNomura,PostmasterGeneralFrankC.PresidentRooseveltdecidedmakeindirectreplytheJapanesePrimeMinister.149 

Americanpress,Mr.WikawastatedthatthishadbeeninresponsetoSecretaryHull'soral hadinturngiventheinformationtoaUnitedPresscorrespondent.Theinterviewwasnottoo America,differedonlyslightlyfrompreviouscommentsofJapanesestatesmen.151 
TheJapaneserepresentativesarguedthatoncethe"understanding"hadbeenreached, nizingtheneedforquickaction,Japanwasobligedtomovecautiously.Muchdiscussionthen standing".TheJapaneseassuredtheirAmericancolleaguesthatwiththeexceptionofsomesmallgroupstherewascompletecooperationJapan.Times,June1941,7:2.l5°"MemorandumConversation",July2,1941,MaxW.Schmidt,S.D.,II,495-499. 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
Mr. Schmidt reminded the Japanese diplomats that many of their statesmen had empha-

sized Japan's commitments under the Tripartite Pact. Consequently, the people of the United
States believed that certain Japanese elements, supporting Germany, would oppose an "under-
standing" with the United States which would prevent Japan's aid to Chancellor Hitler, if theUnitedStateswenttowaragainstGermany.Mr.WikawarepliedthatstatementsofAmbassador
NomuratoSecretaryHullconcerningJapaneseintentionshadtheofficialsupportoftheJapaneseArmy,NavyandForeignOffice,andColonelIwakuroconfirmedJapaneseunanim-ityinthisrespect.Mr.BallantineindicatedthatitwasnotaquestionoftheunanimityoftheJapanesegovernmentconcerningtheproposalunderdiscussion,butsincetherewassome

doubt as to the peaceful intentions of the Japanese, it was felt that Tokyo ought to present
some concrete evidence as a proof of its good will. 152TheAmericansaskedforsomeconcreteevidencethattheJapanesegovernmentasawholewasanxiousforpeaceinsteadofmilitary

conquest. 153

TheJapanesediplomatsremarkedthattheHull-NomuraconversationswerekeptverysecretinJapan,owingtotheoppositionwhichmightarisefromothercountriesandcertainJapaneseelements.Furthermore,publicstatementsofJapaneseofficialswereoftenlargelyforhomeconsumption.AccordingtoMr.Hamilton,similarsecrecywasineffectintheUnitedStates,andsincePresidentRooseveltandSecretaryHullwereableto"applythebrakes"inmattersofpolicy,itseemedpossiblefortheJapanesegovernmentalsotoadoptpeaceful

methods. Colonel Iwakuro stated that in view of Japan's Tripartite Pact obligations, it would
be difficult to act in this fashion until the "understanding" had been reached. 154

Commentingthatdelaysinthecurrentconversationsweremakingbothcountriesfeelthattheotherwas"insincere"and"playingwiththeother",ColonelIwakurodeclaredthatsince

their primary objective was to prevent hostilities between the United States and Japan, an
agreementtoavoidwarshouldbereachedfirst.Allotherproblemscouldthenbesettledin

the favorable atmosphere resulting from such an agreement.

IntheopinionofMr.Ballantine,however,theessentialpointsatissuewerefirst,Japan'sattitudetowardtheEuropeanwar,andsecond,Japan'sdesireforpeace.AgreeingwithColonel

Iwakuro that an understanding on fundamentals would facilitate the solution of other prob-
lems,Mr.HamiltonmentionedthatSecretaryHullcouldnotignoretheevidencefromJapan

and other sources which indicated that important Japanese elements did not desire peace.
Suggesting that mutual recognition of the right of self-defense would suffice for the ex-

changeoflettersproposedintheAmericandraftofJune21,1941,ColonelIwakuroremarkedthattheUnitedStates'assistancetoRussiawasnotpleasingtoJapan.Heexpressedhisown

personal opinion that discussions on the China incident be dropped until the United States
and Japan had reached an agreement for peace in the Pacific. Mr. Hamilton responded that
peace in the Pacific involved many countries, and, in addition, there could be no peace if

certainJapaneseelementsweretoforceanattackontheUnitedStatesatsomelaterstageof

the European war.

ThemostimportantpartofthewholeconversationoccurredwhentheJapaneseurgedthat

an "understanding" be reached immediately, with details left for the future, so as to elimi-
nate the possibility of war between Japan and the United States. Mr. Hamilton then repeatedhisstatementthatifJapanfollowedpeacefulcourses,therewouldbenodangerofwar.155

152Ibid., 496.

l.aIbid., 496-497.

1.'Ibid., 497.
1..Ibid.
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Imperial conference report from Mr. Matsuoka to Japanese diplomats, which disclosed that

pressure from various points in the south would be exerted to bring the Chungking regime in
China to submission. Preparations for a southward advance by Japan were under way, and the

if the need should arise, Japan would act in accordance with the Tripartite Pact. 156

Tokyo also announced to its representatives that the divesting of English and United States
interests in China might be necessary, depending upon the results of Japanese negotiations
with the English speaking people. If things came to the worst, Tokyo asked that all areas con-
cerned cooperate in either destroying or seizing mining and other industrial equipment and
ships of England and the United States.39.toin

Ambassador Nomura, on July 3, 1941, informed Foreign Minister Matsuoka that relations

against Russia. Because peace had to be maintained in the Far East and Japan's obligations
to China had to be fulfilled, he urged Japan to stay out of the German-Russian war. Pointing

legitimate a fut~re Japanese stand against Russia.

was absolutely no hope of an agreement with the United States. Knowing from various warn-

the Japanese Ambassador urged a speed decision as to the American "understanding", nointoto
40. Ambassador Nomura Reassures Secretary Hull.byaofthe4,MYIamtoI

sure you that there is no divergence of views in the Government regarding its fundamental policy of adjusting

Japanese-American relations on a fair basis.K.
41. Interview with Ambassador Nomura.

(a) State Department's Report. 159

15"11,103-104.

15711, 105-106.

15sS.D., II, 499. ofaby

38.JapanDecidestoMoveSouthwardandActinAccordancewiththeTripartitePact.
ThattheTripartitePactwasthebasisofJapaneseforeignpolicywasreemphasizedinan policyalreadydecidedinregardtoFrenchIndo-ChinaandThailandwastobeexecuted.EveryeffortwastobeexertedtopreventtheUnitedStatesfromenteringthewar,although, 

AmbassadorNomuraUrgesJapanNotActAccordancewiththeTripartitePact.
betweenJapanandtheUnitedStateswouldworsenifJapancollaboratedwithGermany outthataquickagreementtoaJapanese-American"understanding"wouldmakethequestionofself-defenseapplicabletobothJapanandAmerica,hecommentedthatthiswouldmake AmbassadorNomurawarnedthatifJapanmoveditsarmysouthwardatthistime,there ingsreceivedfromtheForeignOfficethataseriousmovewasabouttobemadebyhiscountry,matterwhatpolicyregardRussiawasgoingbefollowed.157

OnJuly4,1941AmbassadorNomurahandedanotetoMr.BallantinewiththerequestthatitscontentsbetelephonedtoSecretaryHullassoonaspossible.ThiswasdoneonJuly5,1941 memberStateDepartment.Thetextfollows:WASHINGTON,July1941.DEARMR.SECRETARY:gladinformyouthatamnowauthorizedbytheForeignMinistertoas-Yoursverysincerely,NOMURA.15" 
OnJuly5,1941,Mr.HamiltonandMr.BallantinecalledonAmbassadorNomuratodeliverSecretaryHull'scommentsonAmbassadorNomura'sletterofJuly4,1941.TheStateDepart15""Memorandumconversation",July5,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,499-502.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
mentnotifiedAmbassadorNomurathatithadinstructedAmbassadorGrewinTokyotode-

liver to Prime Minister Konoye a message asking for assurances that reports of an imminent

attackagainstRussiabyJapanwerewithoutfoundation.16OMentionwasalsomadeofAmeri-caneffortstomaintainpeaceinthePacific,andthestatementsofAmbassadorNomuraand

other Japanese leaders confirming Japan's support of this policy were cited.

Mr. Hamilton indicated that the telegram had been sent before Ambassador Nomura's

letter of July 4, 1941 had been received. Though the letter contained assurances of friendliness
onthepartofJapanwhichwereverypleasingtotheUnitedStates,Mr.Hamiltonremarked

that answers of the Japanese government to the fundamental questions raised in Secretary

Hull'soralstatementofJune21,1941wouldbeveryhelpful.Theoralstatementhadnotim-

plied a divergence of views among the Japanese concerning the desirability of the proposed
"understanding",butithadaskedforevidencewhichwouldcontradicttheimpressionthat

certain elements of the Japanese government favored Hitler's world conquest rather than a

course of peace. .

AmbassadorNomurarepliedthatacomparisonoftheoriginalproposalandtheAmerican

revision revealed important differences of viewpoints, which the Japanese government recog-
nized. His letter of July 4, 1941 expressed the desire of his government to continue the conver-

sationsuntilthedifferenceswereeliminated.TheChinaincidentaffectedpublicopinioninJapanmuchmorethanintheUnitedStates,and,therefore,theJapanesegovernmenthadto

move very cautiously in this matter. However, the Japanese Ambassador promised to inform
his superiors of the American viewpoint.

Mr.HamiltonthenreadtoAmbassadorNomuraaclippingfromtheNewYorkTimesre-latingtoJapan'splanstoacquirenavalairbasesinFrenchIndo-ChinaandThailand,whichwouldpermitJapaneseforcestothreatentheBurmaRoad,SingaporeandtheDutchEast

Indies. In view of this, he asked the Japanese Ambassador to explain the contradictory aspects
ofJapan'sdiscussingapeacesettlementforthePacificwhilepreparingforwar.(SeePartC-

(g) Japanese-French Relations, which indicates that all of Japan's secret plans for the Far East
were divulged to the State Department by United States Communication Intelligence).

TheJapaneseAmbassadorrepliedthathiscountrywasforcedtoprepareforallpossibleeventualitiessincenewspapersintheUnitedStateswerefullofplansfortheencirclementof

Japan, aid to China, Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies, visits of American squadrons
to Australia, American aid to the Russian Far East, and the acquisition of air bases in Siberia.

Inaddition,thepossibilityofapetroleumembargobytheUnitedStatesagainstJapanmadeitnecessaryforJapantomakepreparationsfordefense.
AccordingtoMr.Hamilton,theUnitedStateswasnotpreparingtoacquirebasesinSiberia,

and he commented that there was a great difference between preparatory defense measures
at home and seizing bases by force abroad. Ambassador Nomura declared that the Japanese
government desired peace, and it had no intention at the moment to move either against Russia
or southward. It was imperative, therefore, that the "understanding" be concluded as speedily
as possible to avoid further aggravations resulting from action and counter-action by both

JapanandAmerica.Agreeingwiththeseviews,Mr.HamiltoncommendedAmbassador

Nomura's stateslIlanlike remarks.

Mr.HamiltonthenmentionedthatassociatesofAmbassadorNomurahaddiscussedthepossibilityofJapan'swillingnesstowithdrawalltheirtroopsinChinawithintwoyears.Reply-ingthathewasnotconversantwithdetailsofthismatter,theJapaneseAmbassadormen-

'.."Statement handed by the American Ambassador in Japan (Grew) to Mr. Tomohiko Ushiba, Private SecretaryoftheJapanesePrimeMinister(PrinceKonoye)",onJuly6,1941,S.D.,n,502-503.
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tioned that the treaty with Mr. Wang Ching-wei would keep Japanese troops in China as long
astheAnti-CominternPactwasvalid,whichmightbefortwoyearsbut,perhaps,formuch

longer.

ThroughoutthewholeconversationMr.HamiltonemphasizedthathespokeinthenameofSecretaryHull,andattheendheinformedAmbassadorNomurathattheStateDepartment

expected a reply to the message sent to Prime Minister Konoye.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 161

Unfortunately, two-thirds of Ambassador Nomura's report to Tokyo was not intercepted by
Americancryptanalyticalagencies.TheinterceptedpartreferredonlytothequestionofJapan'sacquisitionofbasesinFrenchIndo-ChinaandThailand,andoutlinedAmbassadorNomura'sexpositionofJapan'sneedsforself-defense.Therewasverylittleinformationofvalueinthis

message. 162

42. Ambassador Nomura Analyzes President Roosevelt's Diplomatic Activities.

Ambassador Nomura submitted to Tokyo, on July 7, 1941, a long analysis of American public

opinioninrelationtoPresidentRoosevelt'sdiplomaticmoves.163TheJapaneseAmbassadorhadlearnedthattheUnitedStateswasalreadyusingconvoysystems,althoughSenator

George, the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, had said that the Lend-

LeaseActhadbeenpassedwiththeunderstandingthattherewouldbenoconvoys,orthatconvoyswouldnotbeinstitutedwithouttheconsentoftheSenate.Therefore,SenatorGeorge

had attacked the government's use of convoys, and the attitude of his committee had stiffened
toward the President. However, President Roosevelt had answered this opposition through
Secretary Knox, who, speaking in Boston on June 30, 1941 had demanded that the United
States Navy take action in the Atlantic immediately. According to Ambassador Nomura,
President Roosevelt intended to use Secretary Stimson and Secretary Knox in imposing his
definite decision on an indecisive Congress.

AsaresultofSecretaryKnox'sspeech,ademandaroseforaSenateinvestigationtodeter-minewhetherornotconvoyswerebeingused,butSecretaryKnox,inapressconferenceofJuly2,1941deniedtheiruse.TheJapaneseAmbassadorpointedoutthattheywerealreadyin

operation. Moreover, Ambassador Nomura claimed that in the fall of 1940, President Roosevelt

hadinstructedinfluentialmembersoftheSenateForeignRelationsCommitteetouseoneoftheincidentsthatwereoccurringbetweentheUnitedStatesandJapanasapretextforwar.PresidentRooseveltdroppedtheplanwhenmembersofthecommitteeobjected,andinthe

beginning of 1941, President Roosevelt entirely changed his attitude and earnestly desired an
adjustment of United States-Japanese relations. 164

According to this same report, President Roosevelt had first hoped, through aid to Britain,
to ensure a British victory without entering the war, but Germany's victories in the Balkans and

Cretehadcausedhimtochangehispolicy.Atthattimehehadnotyetformulatedanew

policy, and because of the problem of regulating relations with Japan he had postponed hisfiresidechatfortwoweeks.
In the view of the Japanese Ambassador, President Roosevelt's move to send aid to Russia

hadbroughtanunfavorablereactionfromtheAmericaFirstCommittee,whichclaimedtenmillionmembers.HealsobelievedthatPresidentRoosevelt'scallingColonelCharlesLind-

bergh a "Copperhead" had been a great failure. Furthermore, twenty-six million Methodists,

161I1,107.
I6'Ibid.

I63IL108.
I6'Ibid.
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Baptists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Disciples had passed resolutions opposed to
war. In view of this disunity in puqlic opinion and in Congress itself, President Roosevelt was

action.

in the Pacific, they doubted Japan's sincerity.hisif
German-Russian war, which would permit it to neglect the Atlantic. 165

43. Mr. Matsuoka Replies to President Roosevelt.OnJuly8,to
Konoye, a message for delivery to the President of the United States.166 Declaring that Japan

maintain peace in the Pacific, it stated that so far Japan had not considered the possibility oftothein2,orasbya
President of the United States to intervene in the European war. 167

During this interview, Ambassador Grew read to Mr. Matsuoka a statement from Secretary

Hull, which refuted certain reports emanating from Tokyo concerning the uncertainty of

America's foreigI) policy.168 Several articles in Japanese newspapers had revealed Japan's fears
that the United States and Great Britain would use Russia for military purposes against Japan.
In addition, the Japanese press considered American aid to Russia as an unfriendly gesture
against Japan.

had been very clearly stated many times. Its sole aim was to protect the Western Hemisphere

and in no way did it threaten the security of nations not on the side of Chancellor Hitler. 169

44. Ambassador Nomura Reports German-British Peace Negotiations.

While waiting for a reply from Tokyo in response to his telegrams asking for prompt action,

Ambassador Nomura reported the existence in American financial circles of a great many rumors

concerning American intervention for a German-British peace treaty. 170 According to one rumor,

'..Ibid.
'.."Statement handed by the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Matsuoka) to the American Ambassador in Japan

(Grew)" on July 8, 1941, S.D., II, 503-504.
'.'Ibid.

'.8"Memorandum by the Ambassador in Japan (Grew)", July 8, 1941, S.D., II, 505.
'6"Ibid.

17"II, 109-110.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORAmbassadorNomurawarnedsuperiorthatJapanexpandedtowardthesouth,theUnited1941Mr.MatsuokahandedAmbassadorGrew,attherequestofPrimeMinisterdeliveredRussianAmbassadorTokyoonJuly1941,whichindicatedthatJapanwouldaskedwhethernot,indicatedreportsfromvarietyofsources,itwastheintentionofthe 
undecidedashisfuturepolicy,butwasdeterminedtotodecideonsomedefinitecourseof AmbassadorNomurabelievedthatJapanwasAmerica'sforemostconcernatthistime.OnewayofsolvingRoosevelt'sdilemmawouldbetoachieveaJapanese-Americanunderstanding,buteventhoughPresidentPresidentRooseveltandSecretaryHullweredesirousforpeaceStates,despiteunpreparednessAmericanarmy,usenavywhichwaspreparedforwarwithJapan.Thus,popularopinionunified,andAmerica'sdilemmawouldwouldwouldsolved,sinceitswishtofightononlyonefrontcouldbebeberealizedinviewofofthethethethe sincerelydesiredpreventtheEuropeanwarfromspreadingGreaterEastAsiaandtototo joininghostilitiesagainstRussia.AconfidentialcopyofthetheJapaneseoralstatement, preserveitsneutralitywithRussia,wasattachedtothismessage.TheJapanesegovernmentalso AccordingSecretaryHull,attitude

ofUnitedStatesinregardtotothethetheEuropeanwar againstGermanarmiesand,accordingly,beingGreatBritainandanyothernationoppositiontototothosearmies,e.g.,Russia.AllsuchaidaidwaswasgivengiveninindefenseofAmerica, 



an American-born German was working in the United States to bring about peace, and through

he had conferred concerning peace terms. However, neither President Roosevelt nor his associates

Matsuoka replied that he was very much interested in such reports, and asked for further details
when available. 172

45. Secretary Hull Refutes Ambassador Nomura's Report.

Complying with the request of the Japanese Foreign Office, on July 14, 1941 Ambassador
Nomura supplied some interesting details of the secret activities of a German agent in America

Ambassador Nomura, a certain °, accompanied by °, had been introduced to the
Secretary of State through the good offices of a relative of Secretary Hull, °. Ambassador
Nomura stated that his tendencies were pro-Japanese.

lived in Berlin from 1920 to 1939 as representative of American financial interests, had become
very intimate with Hitler, Goebbels, and Goering. Owing to his favorable position he had been
able to protect the a properties in Germany, and had underwritten the Japan Electrictheof
Britain at any time through the intercession of the United States. The integrity of the British
Empire would be preserved; France, Belgium, and Holland were to continue in existence; Poland
and Czechoslovakia were to be eliminated; Norway and Denmark were to be left out of the discus-
sion.

Ambassador Nomura also reported that on February 15, 1941 a meeting had been held at the
State Department with °, Secretary Hull, the head of the European Division and other

pating in the conversations. had presented Chancellor Hitler's and Minister Goebbel's
letter, and he had also requested that a telephone communication be established from the State
Department to the Nazi authorities so that his official position in relation to Germany could behad

Four conversations were held between a and the State Department officials until April 11,
1941 when in the company of a State Department staff member he had gone by clipper to Berlin

on May 27, 1941 under an assumed name to continue negotiations, in the course of which he had
already talked with President Roosevelt. According to the Japanese Ambassador, had
been charged with negotiating the sale of German ships to the United States, as well as making

in Washington.:All
171Ibid.

11211,111.

17311,112-116.
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theeffortsofseveralprominentAmericanshehadbeenintroducedtoSecretaryHullwithwhomwouldconsidertheproject,thoughanumberofcabinetmemberswereinfavorofit.Ambassador
Nomurahastenedtoaddthathecouldnotvouchfortheaccuracyofthisstory,171butMr. whowasattemptingtobringaboutpeacebetweenEnglandandGermany.173Accordingto TheJapaneseAmbassadorreportedthat°,anAmericanofGermanextraction,whohad

CompanythroughNewYorkorganization___':"'_a.
°hadreturnedtotheUnitedStatesbywayofMexico,carryingwithhimanofferofaEuropeanpeaceplanmadebyChancellorHitlerandMinisterGoebbels,andbearingwrittendocumentsfromNaziofficials.ChancellorHitlerproposedtoopenpeacenegotiationswith competentheadsofdepartments,aswellastwomembersoftheIntelligenceSectionpartici

°established.Thisbeendone,andMinisterGoebbelshadsubstantiatedhisclaims.
viaLisbon.AfteraconversationwithNaziauthorities,hehadreturnedtotheUnitedStates, 

° 

peaceproposals.Inadditionto°,asecretGermanarmyrepresentativewasnegotiating "DoDnameswithheld. 



differences of opinion among several members. Ambassador Nomura pointed to the fact that at
the time the State Department representative, accompanying 0, had conferred withonawas

Ambassador Nomura also emphasized that one of the reasons for the unsatisfactory progress ofthe
a connection between the German peace movements and the Japanese negotiations. 174

the files of United States Communication Intelligence, attached to the copy of the deciphered
dispatch which contained this report of Ambassador Nomura, is a statement signed by Mr. Hull.
It reads as follows:Theintheof1of5"2,34,7

wholly false and unsupported by a single fact or circumstance, other than that during the forepart of this year,
a secured an ordinary American passport to visit Germany and Italy allegedly on private business for a group of

American persons in relation to a proposed purchase of German and Italian ships in North and South American ports,fortheof
any way whatsoever.

HULL 175

46. Ambassador Nomura Pleads for Speedier Action from Tokyo.

oral statement of June 21, 1941, though Ambassador Nomura had sent several requests for

associates" in a passage of the oral statement referring to the Japanese Ambassador and his
associates.176 Mr. Matsuoka also requested the texts of the letters which had been suggested
for exchange in accordance with the revised American proposal of June 21, 1941.177 These were

sent by Ambassador Nomura. 178 .

weeks. Remarking that American diplomats were very anxious to discover Japan's real inten-

an improvement in Japanese-American relations, were beginning to doubt that the current:All
175il,112. Attached and signed by Mr. Hull.
17"il,117.

17"il, 119-120.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
TheforegoinghadcausedagreatdisturbanceintheStateDepartmentbecauseofthe HerrHess,MarshalGoering,MinisterGoebbelsandtheheadsoftheGermanarmy,HerrHesshadstressedthedesireoftheGermanleadersforpeace.AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura'sreport,theUnitedStatesandGreatBritainhadmadeamistakeinthinkingthatthemassingofGermantroopstheRussianborderwasformofdeceptionandthatnoattackwouldbemade.

Ontheotherhand,theGermanshadbelievedthathelptoRussiafromEnglandandtheUnitedStatesbeyondpossibility.Therefore,bothgovernmentshaderredintheircalculations.American-JapanesenegotiationswasthatAmericansheldtheerroneousbeliefthattherewas
ThisextraordinarydocumentelicitedaveryunusualresponsefromSecretaryofStateHull.In entiresubjectmattercommunicationAmbassadorNomuratoTokyoNo.506ofJuly14,1941beginningwith"partandincludingpartsand(throughparagraphof"part4of5")initsentiretyissolelyaccountprivateAmericaninterests.TheUnitedStatesgovernmentinanyeventwasnotconcernedin/s/CORDELL 

ThefirstweekofJuly,1941passedandstillnoreplycamefromTokyotoSecretaryHull's speedyaction.OnJuly8,1941Mr.Matsuokainquiredastothemeaningofthewords"his Inviewofthesetantalizingrequests,whichindicatedtheinterestoftheJapaneseForeignOfficeinSecretaryHull'soralstatement,AmbassadorNomurafinallysentaveryurgentpleaforadefinitedecision,sincethedocumenthadbeeninthehandsofMr.Matsuokafortwo tions,AmbassadorNomuradeclaredthattheAmericans,whowerelosinghopeofeverseeing 

aDoDnameswithheld.
mil,116. mil,118. 



negotiations would ever amount to anything. Reliable information disclosed that Japanese
delays were having an unfortunate effect in the United States, and this, coupled with the
American belief that Japan would try to capitalize on the Russian-German war either by
moving north against Russia or south against British and Dutch interests, jeopardized the

talked with the Japanese Ambassador seventeen times, according to Ambassador Nomura's

grave.

tiations at the first opportunity rather than becoming less hostile. Indicating that the three

self-defense, second, the stationing of troops in China, and third, non-discrimination in com-

break off negotiations. Expressing his willingness to present any other proposal which Mr.
Matsuoka desired, the Japanese Ambassador urged that a decision be reached as quickly as
possible on the proposals he had already submitted. 17947.toOnJuiy10,
Counselor Wakasugi back to Tokyo so that certain information concerning the current nego-
tiations could be supplied without dependence on telegrams.180 Replying immediately to this

facts in person since his leaving would have no serious effect on the United States.
Pointing out that the United States had been eager to adjust Japanese-American relations

immediately after the war had broken out between Russia and Germany he indicated that the

would be no time for Tokyo to recall Mr. Wakasugi in order to obtain the facts of the situation,

minent than the Japanese believed it to be. In view of these circumstances, AmbassadoritbetoOnthe11,a
representatives (See Part A-Section 48-Mr. Matsuoka again Rebukes Ambassador Nomura),

Nomura report on the situation in person, the Foreign Minister declared that the critical na-

Nomura to remain where he was. Citing Emperor Hirohito's wishes concerning Ambassador

Nomura's continuance at his post, Mr. Matsuoka pointed out that the return of the Japanese
Ambassador at this time could not be permitted because of its effect on public opinion. Even
if the achievement of an "understanding" seemed hopeless, it would be best for Ambassadortoathistotheto

17"II, 121-123.

18"II, 124.

lalli, 125.

18'll, 126.

42

wholeJapanese-Americansituation.BothPresidentRooseveltandSecretaryHull,whohad owncount,wereveryconcerned.TheU~itedStatesNavyalsoconsideredthesituationtobe AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,theAmericanswouldnotgiveinifJapanremainedadamant.HebelievedthattherewasagreatdangeroftheUnitedStatesbreakingoffnegomaindifficultiesinthewayofan"understanding"werefirst,theinterpretationoftherightof merce,AmbassadorNomuraremarkedthathewasathiswit'send,butstilldidnotwantto 

AmbassadorNomuraRequestsPermissionReturnHome(July10,1941).1941ForeignMinisterMatsuokadirectedAmbassadorNomuratosendMinister-
directive,AmbassadorNomurarequestedthathebepermittedtoreturntoJapantoreportthe UnitedStateswasnowverysuspiciousofJapan.Aspeedyconclusionofcurrentnegotiationswouldmakepossibleasettlementofcertaindifficulties,butunderpresentcircumstancesthere andthentoreappointhimtocontinuethenegotiations.AmbassadorNomurafeltthattheseveranceofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenJapanandtheUnitedStateswasmuchmoreim-NomuraindicatedthatwoulduselessforhimremainintheUnitedStates.181sameday,July1941,thatMr.MatsuokadeliveredsevererebuketoAmbassador

NomuraconcerningthediplomaticstandingofhisstaffmembersinthemindsofAmerican Mr.MatsuokarefusedtopermitAmbassadorNomuratoleavehispositionandreturntoJapan.EmphasizinghisrealizationthattherewouldbenothingbetterthantohearAmbassador tureofUnitedStates-JapaneserelationsmadeitincreasinglynecessaryforAmbassadorNomuraremainpostlastandmakethebestofthesituation.182 



Three days later, on July 14, 1941, Ambassador Nomura again asked that he be allowed to
give up his post in the United States.183 Apologizing for any displeasure 'which he had caused
Mr. Matsuoka because of his inexperience, he explained that his intention had been to remain
and to do his utmost in the United States until the critical diplomatic situation had reached a
possible solution. Expressing regret that his telegram had caused his country so much embar-
rassment, he promised to be especially cautious in the future, although he pointed out that

views as follows:

Therefore, no matter from w4at angle I regard the question, I cannot help but keenly feel that I should resign asasfortheoftheInofIinmytoIIamnottheIinayouInoof
return to Japan. I most earnestly hope that you would consider this point carefully.IB'

Reiterating his opposition to the recalling of Mr. Wakasugi, he remarked that the point in

marked that he would offer no further opposition, if Mr. Matsuoka insisted on Mr. Wakasugi's
return to Japan. 185

48. Mr. Matsuoka Again Rebukes Ambassador Nomura (July 11, 1941).

the meaning of the words "his associates" in a passage of the oral statement.186 Ambassador

This explanation occasioned another severe rebuke to the Japanese Ambassador by Foreign
Minister Matsuoka.

In a long dispatch on July 11, 1941, Mr. Matsuoka declared that the individuals named

cial committee meetings, especially in military discussions, was not to be considered as an

he had been attached. Mr. Matsuoka directed Ambassador Nomura to correct immediately
the misconception of United States authorities that the men mentioned above were his asso-
ciates.

lBaIl, 127.
IB'Ibid.

IB5Ibid.

lB.Il, 117.
IB'Il, 128.

lBBIl,129.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
soonpossiblegoodcountry.viewthepoliticalsituation,earnestlyhopethatyouwillnothesitatetransferringdutiespersonwhomyouhaveselectedasbeingmoreinaccordancewithyourdesire.fullyrealizethatrightman.am,fact,nomorethantemporarystop-gap.AsIhaveassuredpreviously,haveintentionwhatsoeverbringinganydegreeofdisastertothispositionbeforemy
KatsuzoOkumura,Mr.KotoMatsudaira,ColonelHideoIwakuro,andMr.TadaoWikawa.187 

previoustraininghadpermittedhimexerciseownjudgmenttotosuchanextentthathecouldnotguaranteetheabsenceoffurtherdifficulties.AmbassadorNomuraexpressedhishishis questionan"offrecord"discussionprivatenaturew~snotimportantenoughrequireaapersonalreport.Furthermore,Mr.WakasugihadhadbeenbeensentassistAmbassadorperformanceofofhisduties,andandwishedtototoremainininWashingtonlongasasNomuraNomurawasstationedthere.However,thethetheJapaneseAmbassadorAmbassadorre-ItwillberecalledthatMr.MatsuokahadinquiredofAmbassadorNomuraconcerning Nomurarespondedterm"associates"referredtoallpersonswhohadconferredathisorderswithrepresentativesofthetheUnitedStates;thatthatis,KanameWakasugi,Mr.Mr.abovemerelymembersAmbassadorNomura'sstaffwerewerenothisassociates.188ThisconditionwouldremaintrueuntilForeignMinisternamedonethemtospecificcommission,andand

evenColonelIwakuro,whohadtakenaaprominentpartinsomeofofofthethespeassociate.SpecialwarningissuedForeignconcerningMr.TadaoWikawa,notconnectedPrimeMinisterMinisterorwithwithanyothermemberJapanesecabinet,andwhowhowaswaswasheldinlowesteemevenbybymembersofofthethethetheFinanceMinistry,towhich 



demand that the Japanese reorganize their Cabinet. For this reason Mr. Matsuoka declared
that not only the government of Japan but its representatives had a perfect right to reject the
oral statement, but in view of the delicate situation of the Japanese-American relations, asasrestto
full discussion of various points with the Americans to obtain detailed explanations since

Nomura to correct certain misconceptions of the Americans. First, both Prime Minister

Konoye and Foreign Minister Matsuoka had been falsely quoted by the press concerning their
remarks subsequent to the signing of the Tripartite Pact. Mr. Matsuoka had actually said that:

Japan had every intention of being loyal to the terms of the Tripartite Pact, and should the United States go towar,a a
all mankind. .

limits of the remarks expressed above. Complaining bitterly of many misquotations in the
press, Mr. Matsuoka stated that he had adopted a policy of refusing to grant any interviews,

whose actions the United States Embassy agreed to be held responsible.
It is interesting to note that in this instance, as in the case of Mr. Matsuoka's complaints

against the American and British Ambassadors to Tokyo for misquoting and mistranslating
his remarks,19O no specific instances of misquotations were given. It may be safe to assume,
therefore, that Mr. Matsuoka objected to the interpretation placed upon his remarks by cer-
tain elements of the press. Although the press' interpretation of Mr. Matsuoka's attitude
might have been faulty, the following passage in his secret dispatch speaks for itself:Iftheto

warm attitude towards them on the basis of any of these public statements, the United States is being unreason-andisinforaIif
would assume the same, or possibly an even stronger, attitude.'O!

Denying that there was a split between members of the Japanese cabinet, and calling all stories
to this effect "lying reports", Mr. Matsuoka remarked that such rumors had been started from
outside by those who had not been able to obtain cabinet appointments. Remarking that
important matters had to be discussed thoroughly from all possible angles, Mr. Matsuokathatthisinat

Since rumors of dissension in Japan might have reached President Roosevelt and Secretary

Konoye and himself concerning the necessity of improving Japanese-United States relations.

clear to Ambassador Nomura from the very beginning of his mission, and the War and Naval

18°Ibid.

1905ee Volume I, Section 62-(England's Concern over Japanese Policies), 166.

19111,129.
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Mr.MatsuokaalsoobjectedtotheimplicationcontainedintheoralstatementthataslongastherewerequestionablepersonsinthePrinceKonoyecabinet,theunderstanding"couldnotbeeffectiveevenifitweresigned".AccordingtoMr.Matsuoka,suchastatementwasaweUthatoftheoftheworld,hehaddecidedsufferinsilence.
TheForeignMinisterexpressedthehopethatAmbassadorNomurahadinsistedupona "theinstrumenthashadonlyaveryfew,ifany,comparableparallelsinthehistoryoftheworld".189SeveralpointswerethendiscussedbyMr.Matsuoka,whorequestedAmbassador forcingclashbetweenJapanandtheUnitedStates,therewouldbe,withoutdoubt,ahQiribleeffecton'

Mr.MatsuokaclaimedthatifallthestatementsthathehadmadeinParliamentandelsewherewerereadcarefullyandcalmly,itwouldbediscoveredthathehadneverexceededthe excepttopersonswhosecharacterswereguaranteedbytheUnitedStatesEmbassy,andfor 

UnitedStatesexpectsJapandoublecrossherAxispartners,orevenwishesJapantoassumealukeable,disappointment.amconvincedthattheUnitedStateswereinthesamepositionaswe,sheindicatedwasbeingdoneTokyothemoment.
Hull,Mr.MatsuokarequestedthatAmbassadorNomuramakeeveryefforttocorrectsuchanerroneousopinion,fortherewasabsolutelynodifferenceofviewpointsbetweenPrimeMinister Bothwereanxioustobringaboutan"understandingpact",asMr.Matsuokahadmadequite Ministers,aswellasalltheotherministers,wereincompleteaccordinthismatter.Ambassador 



dispatch, advised Japanese representatives in Washington that Mr. MatsuoKa's message had

expression of the official Japanese attitude concerning the American revision of the proposal
would be sent to Washington in the very near future. 19349.toofAfewto
Foreign Minister as to the importance of the oral statement of the United States, Ambassador
Nomura did not believe that the Americans were trying to revise the~Japanese cabinet, since theironlyaimwastotheofin
standing, because the American Embassy in Tokyo often sent home disturbing reports, and

frequently prominent Japanese, who wished to thwart the Japanese-American negotiations, had

also done damage. In addition, Germany and China had tried to end the negotiations, and

Mr. Matsuoka's instructions concerning the desire of the Japanese for peace, but whatever the

financial circles of both nations had upset the situation.

in his post as Japanese Ambassador is demonstrated in the following passage:IanditatIinmyinofittoIsortofItoisIIofourAsI inIIouranIItwotheofI
105 it

Secretary of State alone; thus, it had been decided to begin unofficial negotiations with certain

that his method of undercover negotiations was the most productive.

of their respective jurisdictions, so did Ambassador Nomura's subordinates.

102Ibid.

103II, 130.

!o<II, 131-138.
105II, 132.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORNomurawasrequestedtoexplainthesituationtoPresidentRooseveltandSecretaryHullsothattheywouldmakenomistake.19~ThetoneofMr.Matsuoka'sreprimandwassoindignantthatMr.TaroTerasaki,inaseparateAmbassadorNomuraRepliestheRebuketheForeignMinister(July14,1941).dayslater,AmbassadorNomurarepliedMr.Matsuoka'sreprimand.AgreeingwiththediscoversinceritytheJapaneseimprovingmutualrelations.194
believedneveroncedoubtedthatwasthisstagetheseriouspolicyoftheImperialgovernmenttoimproveJapanese-Americanrelations.But,sincethen,Oh,howoftenhavemetwithopposition!HowoftenhaveIlostfaithsubordinates!But,spitethatandenduringall,thisdayhaveheldtomypostandwhileenduringeverybitternesshavestuckmyideal;thatbecausehavehadfaithinwhatconceivedtobetheprimarypolicyGovernment.reflectuponthegeneralatmospherethiscountrywhentookoffice,canseehowrelationsbetweentwocountrieswerefollowingever-rougheningroad.thoughtthatperhapscouldmakeourcountrieseachunderstandpositiontheother;but,alas,canseethatthatwasonlyanairystorytoldinaelements,AmbassadorNomurahadbecomeconvincedthatwouldbehopelesstodealwiththe 

containedmerelyForeignMinister'simmediatereactionstothetheoralstatement.An ThefeelingoftheAmericanswhichdisturbedMr.Matsuokahadhadarisenfromamisunder-GermanyoriginatedabroadcastcontainingrumorsMr.Matsuoka'sresignation.Onvariousoccasionsfromtheverybeginningofofhisassignment,AmbassadorNomurahadhadreceived AmericanrepresentativeshadbeenpersuadedofJapan'sgoodintentions,rumorsfromthe AmbassadorNomura'sdisturbedstateofmindconcerningfailuretoachievehishisobjectives 

dream! 

InviewtheseunfavorableconditionsandtheevidentdissatisfactionofofsomeJapaneseotherprominentAmericanswellasasSecretaryHull.SeventeenprivatediscussionshadbeenheldMr.HullseveralconferenceswithwithwithPostmasterGeneralFrankC.Walker.SinceGermanyandandChinawerealsousingsecretagents,AmbassadorNomurawasconvinced Assignificance"associates",accordingAmbassadorNomura,wordwordsimplymeantcooperators,example,Hamilton,Ballantine,

associatesofofHull.TheUnitedStatesgovernmentdidnotbelieveColonellwakuroMr.Mr.Mr.WikawawerewereauthorizedtotorepresentJapanesegovernment,forforforitrecognizedthatthatjustasPostmasterPostmasterGeneralGeneralandandandSecretarySecretaryHullunderstoodthethethethethethethepreciselimits 



TheJapanesearmyandnavyhadbeenrequestedtosendacompetentmanasassistanttotheJapaneseAmbassador,andAmbassadorNomurahadsupposedthatColonelIwakurowassent

after consultation between the Foreign Office and military officials. Although Ambassador

NomurawasgratefulforthewarningconcerningMr.Wikawa,aftersomedifficultiesatfirst,the

man had been very useful as an interpreter in dealing with important American officials. Since
AmbassadorNomurahadusedtheword"associates"innocently,hehadbeenverymuch

perturbed to find he had been acting against Mr. Matsuoka's wishes.
Themostimportantquestion,however,waswhetherornotJapanwouldadjustitsrelations

with the United States at this critical moment, or give up all attempts to solve the difficulties.

Warningthatifthisquestionweredecidedtooquickly,agoodopportunityforsolvingtheproblemwouldbelostforever,AmbassadorNomurathenspokeofthenecessityforceasingallfurtherbickeringoverunimportantdetails,andstressedhisdeterminationtoexercisehisownjudgementuntilhewasorderedbacktoJapan:I,therefore,donotwishtowastetimeatthiscriticalmomentbickeringoverthequestionofprocedure.Besides,for
compatriots to be arguing over details and to be casting suspicion on one another in the face of a seriou~ crisis threat-eningthecountrywouldcausetheenthusiasmandcourageofthosewhoaresincerelyworkinginthismattertowilt,
and would interfere with the progress ofthe negotiations. Since I feel this very keenly, I do not wish to go further into a
discussionof the details. 196

50. Interview with Ambassador Nomura (July 14, 1941).

(a) State Department's Report. 197

Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ballantine called on the Japanese Ambassador to express Secretary
Hull's regrets at his inability, because of illness, to see Ambassador Nomura on the preceding day

whenhehadcalledatSecretaryHull'shotelatWhiteSulphurSprings.TheAmerican

representatives expressed their readiness to convey to Secretary Hull any new impressions whichtheJapaneseAmbassadorwishedtocommunicate.
AmbassadorNomurasaidthathehadinformedMr.CecilW.Gray,AssistanttoSecretaryHull,ofhisrecentlyreceivedinstructionsfromMr.MatsuokatostresstheunanimityofimportantJapaneseleaders,suchasthePrimeMinisterandtheMinisterofWar,Navy,Home

Affairs and Foreign Affairs, in their desire to improve relations with the United States.Repeatinghisremarks,madeonotheroccasions,thattherewasnoquestiononthispoint,Mr.
HamiltonpointedoutthatSecretaryHullinhisoralstatementofJune21,1941hadcitedevidenceprovingthatimportantJapaneseelementsdidnotdesirethepolicyofpeace,whichwas
theprincipalobjectiveoftheproposed"understanding".Inviewofthisevidence,SecretaryHull

desired to learn if Japan were willing to prevent these elements from crippling the effectiveness

of a Japanese policy of peace.
ReplyingthatSecretaryHullhadpreviouslymentionedthisdivisionintheJapanesegovern-

ment, Ambassador Nomura stated that though there might be rumors concerning a split inJapaneseopinion,theJapanesegovernmentasawholedesiredpeace.198
(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 199

AmbassadorNomurareportedtoForeignMinisterMatsuokathathehadsenthisbestwishesforaquickrecoverytoSecretaryHullwhowasrecuperatingatasummerresortawayfromWashington.OnJuly14,1941Mr.HamiltonhadreturnedthevisitofAmbassadorNomuratoassuretheJapaneseAmbassadorofMr.Hull'sgratitudeforhiskindthought.Ambassador

196II, 137.19"'Memorandumofaconversation",July14,1941,byJosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,505-506.
198 Ibid.

199II, 139.
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in Japan, despite rumors to the contrary, were united in the hope that relations between Japan
and the United States could be settled harmoniously.

then answered that the United States as well as Japan was obtaining military bases in other
countries. 20051.
(July 14, 1941).

that the oral statement presented by the United States on June 21, 1941 would not be induded as
an integral part ofthe proposalfor an "understanding". 201

Though he had received no reply from Ambassador Nomura as late as July 14, 1941 concern-
ing his inquiry, Foreign Minister Matsuoka could no longer contain his indignation at the oral
statement. Administering another severe rebuke to Ambassador Nomura, he called the oral
statement a "detestable document", 202whether or not it was intended to be included as part of
the proposal for the "understanding" .

the affairs of Japan:Foronetotell
important elements in that Government and to suggest that this person or that person be eliminated, is unheardof.ifwe
that it would be a mere phantasm. In the last paragraph just before the note there is something abominable writ-ten.askthatwetheofatheIfmyme
dent, the German Kaiser asked the French to banish Theophile Delcasse, but France did not listen, of course,andtheAasIfyou
ernment of Japan is concerned, it is enough to cause a rupture in the negotiations. 203

Claiming that he had considered every angle of the present negotiations in the hopes of
settling the current difficulties pleasantly and without harshness, Mr. Matsuoka indicated
that the oral statement had disturbed him deeply.

at variance with the government of Japan, and insinuating that the Japanese Ambassador's
opinions had been influenced by the United States, Mr. Matsuoka expressed himself as fol-
lows: theofouritthetoofina

tative of a country to directly oppose the Government he represents is almost unforgiveable and I know of no prece-

dent for it in our history. For a representative of a given country to allow foreign leaders to influence him and for,
him, in turn, to try to influence his Government belongs not only to the realm of the preposterous, but also to that
of base rudeness. 204

2o0Ibid.

20111,111.

20211,140-143.

20311,140.

20411,141.

47

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
NomurarequestedMr.HamiltontoconveytoSecretaryHullhisassurancesthatallauthorities ReplyingthatSecretaryHullconsideredpeacedesirablebetweentheUnitedStatesandJapan,

Mr.HamiltonhopedthatJapanwouldnotwaragainstothercountries.AmbassadorNomura ForeignMinisterMatsuokaCondemnstheOralStatementandAttacksAmbassadorNomura
OnJuly8,1941ForeignMinisterMatsuokahadrequestedofficialconfirmationofhisbelief 

' 

Mr.MatsuokaobjectedtowhatheconsideredwasanattemptbytheUnitedStatestodirect countryanothertotallyindependentpowerhowitsGovernmentshouldbeorganizedandcriticizeUnderthesecircumstances,evenwouldconcludethisunderstanding,itsresultwouldbenil.ImightsayTheychangeset-upourGovernmentanditsattitude.Suchthingbelongstotherealmoffantastic.memoryservesrightly,duringthesummerof1905,inconnectionwiththeTangiersinciincidentwasneversettledharmoniously.countrycanonlytellitsdependenciesandprotectoratessuchthingsthat.willcarefullyscrutinizethisoralstatement,youcanwellseethatsofarasthepresentgov-
AttackingAmbassadorNomuraandsomeofhisassociatesformaintainingviewsentirely ThisOralStatement:You,Sir,andyourso-calledfellowtravellers,haveanattitudewhichisentirelyatvariancewithattitudepresentGovernmentandthehorriblethingaboutisthatyouhavewillinglyallowedUnitedStatesmoldyouropinions.Saddestall,hereJapanyouhavefewadherents.Fortherepresen



In explaining the delay in replying to the oral statement which had been in his hands for
some time, Mr. Matsuoka claimed that he would have immediately expressed his resentment

but for the fact that he wished to avoid offending the United States and had desired to bring
the negotiations to a successful conclusion.

Reminding Ambassador Nomura that if Japan had presented a similar oral statement to
the American government, the United States would have been very indignant, the Foreign

mote time in the future, but that "this sort of hideous document", standing like a shadow

Unless the United States rescinded the oral statement, Japan would not consider a plan for
an "understanding", since it could not change its present cabinet. Mr. Matsuoka instructed

was "extremely hateful to us", and without any delay to return the oral statement with the
veto of the Japanese government and with the explanation that the long delay had occurred
because of the wish of the Japanese not to hurt American feelings. Mr. Matsuoka then pro-toatoina52.

Mr. Matsuoka finally sent to Ambassador Nomura a series of proposals, which had been
discussed in Tokyo in secret conferences lasting for several days. Recognizing that many points
of the American proposal differed from the suggestions of the Japanese, Mr. Matsuoka stated

formity with the fundamental national policy of the Japanese and, therefore, were revised

for reasons which he gave in detail.
In the clause outlining the attitude of America and Japan in regard to the European war,

Mr. Matsuoka insisted on the retention of the principle that both nations would do their ut-

suggested that in the phrase "assist in the bringing about of a settlement of the European
war" there be inserted another phrase "at a fitting opportunity in the future" to make it
easier for acceptance by the United States.

Analyzing the document, clause by clause and step by step, Mr. Matsuoka gave very de-

should contain the repeated warnings of Japan that it did not approve the unfriendly actions
of the United States against Germany.

was hard to accept American provisions which drastically revised the gist of their original
proposal. Indicating that the phrase "Chiang Regime" would be used instead of the title
"Chungking Government" or the "Government of China", Japan wished merely to inform

decided by the intervention of any third country. Furthermore, the United States was to
promise to stop assisting Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, if he would not listen to its re-
quest.

2°Sil,143.
2O6il,144-152.
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MinisterstatedthatitmightbepossibletoadjustJapanese-Americanrelationsatsomere-betweenthetwonations,wouldbedetrimentaltomutualfriendship. AmbassadorNomura,therefore,toinformtheAmericangovernmentthatitsoralstatementmisedsendrevisedproposalWashingtondayorSO.205ForeignMinisterMatsuokaSubmitsNewProposals(July14,1941).
. . 

thattheyhadfinallydecideduponasolutionwhichwasinkeepingwiththeplansoftheJapanesearmy.206HepointedoutthattheyhaddecidedtoadoptseveraloftheAmericanclauses,despitetheirdisagreementwiththem,butthatsomeotherclauseswerenotincon-mosttobringaboutinternationalorderbyanearlyrestorationofpeaceinEurope.Healso tailedinstructionstoAmbassadorNomura.Heinsistedthattheminutesofthenegotiations AsforthebringingaboutofpeacebetweenJapanandChina,theJapaneseclaimedthatit theUnitedStatesthatitearnestlydesiredtomakepeacewithChina,andthattheinterventionoftheUnitedStateswasrequested.ThisdidnotmeanthatJapanwishedanagreementwiththeUnitedStatesconcerningpeacewithChina,sincetheChinaincidentcouldnotbe 



Concerning commerce between both countries, Japan accepted the American proposal but

political stability of the Pacific area, Japan considered that the question of Philippine inde-
pendence concerned the United States alone, though the independence of these islands and
friendly treatment to Japanese residents should be guaranteed. 207

of the Foreign Ministry at Tokyo, to Counselor Iguchi at Washington, in which he stated that

both messages had been written by Foreign Minister Matsuoka himself.2Os Since the Foreign
Minister had understood the American oral statement to mean that the United States was

Nomura immediately send an explanation to offset this impression.2O9

53. Interview with Ambassador Nomura (July 15, 1941).

(a) State Department's Report. 210

Japanese Ambassador, on July 15, 1941, to discuss with him three points that had vital bear-of
tended as an answer by his government to the American oral statement. Since the Japanese
government was acting as a unit in spite of certain disagreements on policy, it felt that the United
States should not question the attitude of individuals as had been done in Secretary Hull's
proposal, since the suggested reconstruction of the Japanese cabinet amounted to an interference
in Japan's internal affairs.

Immediately correcting what he believed to be a misinterpretation of the oral statement, Mr.
Hamilton disclaimed any desire of the United States to interfere in the internal affairs of other

based on a policy of peace. Because certain Japanese leaders obviously desired to support Nazi\

Germany in its movement for world conquest, it was necessary to know the attitude of the
Japanese government as a whole.

Stating tQ.at his government was bound to an alliance with Germany and Italy, Ambassador

government had misunderstood the oral statement, the Japanese Ambassador admitted that his

United States government. Mr. Hamilton then suggested that Ambassador Nomura explain

In connection with the second point, Mr. Hamilton asked about the recurrent rumors of

Japan's plans to acquire naval and air bases in French Indo-China. Although without specific

'O'II, 152.

,o'II, 153.
'O"Ibid. ofaby

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
eliminatedtheAmericanannex.Asforeconomicactivitiesofbothcountriesinthe"PacificArea",Japanchangedthelatterphraseto"SouthwesternPacific",becausethatwaswheretheneedforcooperationwasfeltthemost.Inregardtothepolicyofbothcountriesrelatingtothe AninterestingsidelightonthereactionofcertainJapanesediplomatstothecommentsofMr.MatsuokawasfoundinamessagefromMr.Terasaki,theChiefoftheAmericanDivision demandingarevisionoftheJapaneseCabinet,Mr.TerasakisuggestedthatAnibassador AtthedirectionoftheSecretaryofState,Mr.HamiltonandMr.Ballantinecalledonthe ingonanamicablerelationshipbetweenJapanandtheUnitedStates.ThefirstpointconcernedtheoralstatementgiventoAmbassadorNomurabySecretaryHullonJune21,1941,andMr.HamiltonexpressedMr.Hull'sregretsthatnoreplyhadbeenmadebytheJapanese. 

AmbassadorNomurarespondedthathisletterJuly4,1941toSecretaryHullhadbeenin-
countries.ToclarifyAmericanaims,Mr.Hamiltonsaidthattheproposedunderstandingwas NomurarepliedthatJapan,nevertheless,wishedtopursueacourseofpeace.Declaringthathis seventeenconferenceswithSecretaryHullhadenabledhimtounderstandfullytheaimsofthe theseaimstohisgovernmenttoclarifyallmisunderstandings. informationfromtheJapanesegovernment,AmbassadorNomuraansweredthatJapanwas 

2l0"Memorandumconversation",July15,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,506-509.
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obliged to take precautionary measures against the encirclement being established by the

Chungking government. Mentioning that if the United States were in Japan's place it would have
acted earlier, the Japanese Ambassador pointed out that the military occupation of Iceland and
the possibility of taking Dakar and the Azores were examples of American attempts to maintain
their security. Mr. Hamilton reminded Ambassador Nomura that the overrunning of many
countries by Germany provided sound reasons for these actions.

After discussing America's Good Neighbor Policy, which Ambassador Nomura admired and

hoped that Japan would imitate, the conversation turned to the third and last point under dis-
cussion, Japan's obligations to the Axis under the Tripartite Pact. Expressing Japan's hopes that

relations of Japan and the United States. In the event of America's entering the war, Japan would

throughout the entire conversation.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 211

Ambassador Nomura reported that on the evening of July 15, 1941 Mr. Hamilton and Mr.
Ballantine had called on him to inquire concerning the accuracy of information which indicated
that Japan was planning to acquire naval and air bases in French Indo-China. (See Part C-(e)
Japanese-French Relations.)

Ambassador Nomura replied that he knew nothing about these plans except what he had read
in the newspapers, but in view of the assistance being given by both Britain and the United Statestoandthe
was being encircled. It was not surprising, therefore, that such rumors were current, especially

Dakar and in the Azores. Ambassador Nomura promised, however, to present an official reply
after he had an opportunity to consult his government.

United States in case the latter entered the European war. According to Ambassador Nomura,wasnoin
moment whether everything the United States would do in the future could be considered self-
defense, and for this reason, each movement would have to be considered individually. From the
viewpoint of national defense, the United States was the safest of all countries, for there was little

experiencing. 212

211Il,154.

d2Ibid.
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IIIalliancebetweenChinaGreatBritainandandbyincreasedaidofUnitedStatestothethethe UnitedStateswouldnotenterEuropeanconflict,AmbassadorNomurafeltsurethattherewasnothingincompatiblebetweentermsofTripartitePactandthethethethethefriendly havetouseitsownjudgmentwhethertermsArticleTripartitePactwereapplicable.Themeetingthenendedonthethethesamenoteofofofcordialitythathadbeenpresent sincetheUnitedStateshadalreadyoccupiedIcelandandwasallegedtobeseekingbasesat TheAmericanrepresentativesthenaskedwhetherornot,inadditionTripartitePact,JapanhadaspecialagreementwithGermanyandItalywherebyitwouldgototowaragainstthetheinthirdclauseTripartitePactwouldcomeintoeffect.TherenoneedofofaskingTokyoaboutthesedutiessinceallwereacquainted

withthem.Japanwaswasnotabletotellatthethethe invasionfromCanadaorMexico.PointingoutthathehadalreadydiscussedthissituationSecretaryHull,JapaneseAmbassadorrepeatedhisargumentsaboutmuchgreaterdangerdangerofofinvasion,ascontrastedwithwiththethetheUnitedStates,whichJapanwas 

ChungkingrecentcooperationbetweentheUnitedStatesandRussia,Japanfeltthatittheresuchagreement,butcasetheUnitedStatesdidenterthewar,thedutiesspecified 



54. Ambassador Grew Delivers. an Oral Statement to the Japanese Foreign Office.

the message sent to the President of the United States on July 7, 1941 by Prime Minister

intervene in the European war were true.213ableof
which had been given categoric assurances by Germany that they would not be molested, the
United States intended to employ any reasonable precaution necessary to ensure its present or
future territorial integrity. Germany would be prevented from controlling the seas or obtaining
any other strategic advantages which would directly threaten American security, for ifthe Unitedtoinit
the aggressor nations to conquer the world by force.

I

55. Dissolution of the Japanese Cabinet (July 17, 1941).toHeof
dissolution of the Cabinet took place.214

Emperor Hirohito accepted the resignations but asked Prime Minister Konoye to continue the
administration of national affairs temporarily until he could-.select a successor.215 However, the

supposed that much totalitarian and military pressure had been at work to influence his
selections, Prime Minister Konoye omitted Mr. Matsuoka.216

Admiral Teijiro Toyoda ass':lmed the responsibilities of the Foreign Office on July 17, 1941, andas
56. Mr. Wakasugi Confers with Mr. Hamilton (July 16, 1941).217

In the late afternoon of July 16, 1941, Mr. Wakasugi, the Japanese Minister, called to see Mr.
Hamilton in regard to the conversation which had taken place between Ambassador Nomura,
Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ballantine on the preceding evening. Mr. Wakasugi stated that although

ment had interpreted them as a mark of American interference in Japanese internal affairs.

return the oral statement which Secretary Hull had given him on June 21, 1941.

Hamilton expressed his disinclination to accept it without first receiving authorization direct-

213"Oral Statement Handed by the American Ambassador in Japan (Grew) to the Japanese Vice Minister for Foreign

Affairs (Ohashi)", July 16,1941, S.D., II, 509-510.
21'II, 155.

21"N.Y. Times, July 19,1941; 1:4.bytheoftheof
511-12.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORrightself-defense,and,benefitingfromtheexperienceofsomefifteencountriesinEuropeStatesweredesistanywayfromthisbasicpolicy,wouldundoubtedlyfacilitatetheaimsofhaveresign.orderedthatthemattertheoralstatementbeattendedtoatoncebeforetheAdmiralTsorokuYamamotoreplacedMr.OhashiViceForeignMinister. 
"'N.Y.Times,July17,1941;1:5.""'MemorandumChiefDivisionFarEasternAffairs",MaxwellM.Hamilton,July16,1941,S.D.,II, 

OnJuly16,1941AmericanAmbassadorJapan,JosephC.Grew,handedanoralstatementthetheJapaneseViceMinisterforForeignAffairs,ChuichiOhashi.Thiswasareplytototo FumimaroKonoye,whohadaskedifreportsthattheAmericangovernmentwasplanningto TheoralstatementdeclaredthatpolicyofUnitedStateswasfoundedonthethetheinalien-OnJuly16,1941Mr.MatsuokasentwordtoWashingtonthattheJapaneseCabinetwouldOnthefollowingday,July17,1941,PrimeMinisterKonoyeandhiswholeCabinetresigned. JapaneseEmperorrequestedPrimeMinisterKonoyetoformanewCabinet,andthoughitwasbothheandJapaneseAmbassadorunderstoodfullytermsofthethetheagreement,hisgovern-Becauseofgovernmentalcrisisthathadnowarisen,thetheAmbassadordeemeditadvisableto SinceSecretaryHullhadhandedthis

documenttoAmbassadorNomurapersonnally,Mr. lyfromHull.Atthispoint,however,Mr.Mr.Hamiltontookopportunityreiteratingrealpurposeofofproposalwasestablishpeacefulrelationsbetweentwocountries.ExplainingfurtherthatthatUnitedStateshadnowishtotointerfereinthethethethethetheinternalaffairs 



of any government, Mr. Hamilton called for a copy of Secretary Hull's statement of July 16,

ence in the internal affairs of other nations". Mr. Hamilton remarked that Secretary Hull's
statement had summarized a fundamental principle which the United States had consistently
adhered to in its dealings with all nations.

Secretary Hull as soon as possible. Mr. Hamilton agreed, but requested that the Japanesenotthehe
57. ,Japanese Foreign Office Delivers Oral Statement to Ambassador Grew.On17,
dated July 16, 1941, to Prime Minister Konoye's letter of July 7, 1941.218Mr. Ohashi stated
that the Japanese government did not intend to enter into a discussion concerning the points
brought out in Ambassador Grew's'letter, but it could not ignore the claims of the United
States to invoke, without limitations, the right of self-defense. Neither could it concur with

desist from such a policy would be aiding aggressor nations.

58. Mr. Wakasugi Returns the American Oral Statement of June 21,1941.

In accordance with the desire of the Japanese Ambassador to return the American oral
statement of June 21, 1941, Mr. Wakasugi, the Japanese Minister, called on Mr. Hamilton on
the afternoon of July 15, 1941.219 Having now obtained permission to accept the document, Mr.
Hamilton, reading a prepared statement in order to avoid any misunderstandings, received

ment voiced by Mr. Hull. Although both Ambassador Nomura and Mr. Wakasugi had pro-
fessed to understand the true meaning of the document, though the Japanese government had

not, Secretary Hull realized that retention of the statement might be a source of embarrass-
ment.22O

gSJVernment as a whole, Mr. Hamilton expressed the desire of his country to find in the attitude,
utterances and acts of the Japanese government a sincere desire for peace. After expressing
his appreciation for the attitude of the United States in regard to this matter, and assuring
Mr. Hamilton that he understood fully American aims, Mr. Wakasugi returned the original
copy of Secretary Hull's oral statement of June 21, 1941.bythe
dor in Japan (Grew)", July 17,1941, S.D., 11,513.bytheoftheofbytheoftheof
July 17,1941, S.D., II, 514.
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1937,andunderlinedthewords,"Weadvocateabstinencebyallnationsfrominterfer-ToMr.Hamilton'ssuggestionthattheJapaneseAmbassadormakeareportembodyinghisownviewsoftheoralstatement,Mr.Wakasugirepliedthatthishadalreadybeendone.Nevertheless,herequestedthemarkedcopyofSecretaryHull'sstatementforAmbassadorNomura.Stressingtheurgencyofthesituation,Mr.WakasugialsoaskedthatMr.HamiltoninformAmbassadorpressmatterfurtheruntilhadconferredwithMr.Hull.July1941Mr~Ohashi,theJapaneseViceMinisterforForeignAffairs,handedanoral
statementtoAmericanAmbassadorGrew,whichacknowledgedreceiptoftheAmericanreply, theindictmentofGermanynorwiththestatementthatthosewhourgedtheUnitedStatesto theoralstatementinthenameofSecretaryHull.HeremindedMr.Wakasugithattheoralstatementwasnot,initself,anofficialcommunication,butwassimplyarecordofastate-EmphasizingthattheUnitedStateswasconcernedonlywiththepolicyoftheJapanese

21."OralStatementhandedJapaneseViceMinisterforForeignAffairs(Ohashi)totheAmericanAmbassa219"MemorandumChiefDivisionFarEasternAffairs",July17,1941,S.D.,II,513-514.220"StatementChiefDivisionFarEasternAffairs(Hamilton)totheJapaneseMinister(Wakasugi)", 



59. Welles-Nomura Conversation (July 18, 1941).

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 221

In the evening of July 18, 1941 Ambassador Nomura called on Mr. Sumner Welles to discuss
Japan's isolation which had resulted from the closing of the trans-Siberian railroad. Under the
Tripartite Pact, Germany could have rendered assistance to Japan as long as this communi-

ever, with the cooperation of the United States Navy in the Pacific, the Japanese Ambassador
felt certain that Japan would not be isolated.

German attack upon Russia, he replied that neither Foreign Minister Matsuoka nor the Japa-
nese government had been given any prior notification. The Acting Secretary of State then
reminded Ambassador Nomura that without prior notice to Japan the German government
had also entered into a non-aggression agreement with Russia shortly after Japan and Germany
had signed an Anti-Communist Pact. This proved that a treaty with Chancellor Hitler was
not worth the paper it was written on. According to Mr. Welles, the United States government
would undertake negotiations only with a power that kept its obligations and regarded its words
as sacred.

Ambassador Nomura then stated that he felt more sanguine with regard to the improvement

asked for instructions in regard to the informal conversations with Secretary Hull. Both Mr.

would arise with the creation of a new Japanese Cabinet and that peace would be maintained
in the Pacific.(b)

There is no report in the United States Communication Intelligence files concerning Ambas-
sador Nomura's reactions to this conversation.

60. Mr. Wakasugi Explains the Nature of the Japanese-American Negotiations to Tokyo.

Believing that the Foreign Office in Tokyo had certain misconceptions concerning current
Japanese-American negotiations, Mr. Wakasugi attempted to explain to his superiors in
Japan the informal and unofficial character of the Hull-Nomura conversations.222 Pointing

ciates", and the furor resulting from the American oral statement of June 21, 1941, gave evi-

dence that Japanese authorities had received false impressions, Mr. Wakasugi asked that the

agreed that nothing official would be initiated until a common basis for an "understanding"
could be reached. If no unanimity could be attained, the unofficial talks would be completely

disregarded.
Mr. Wakasugi also reminded the Foreign Office that written memoranda did not constitute

official negotiations, as was the impression in Tokyo. Admitting that the Japanese had useditthe
'21"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 18, 1941, S.D., n, 515-516.

"'n, 156.
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cationlineremainedopen,butthewarwithRussiahadgreatlyalteredthissituation.How-WhenMr.WellesquestionedAmbassadorNomuraregardingJapan'sforeknowledgeofthe ofrelationsbetweenthetwocountriesunderthenewJapanesegovernment,andhadalready WellesandAmbassadorNomuraexpressedthecommonhopethatnonewdevelopments 

AmbassadorNomu~a'sReport. 
outthatthedisturbancecreatedinTokyobyAmbassadorNomura'suseoftheword"assonewForeignMinisterbemadeawarethatthenegotiationsinAmericawereforthemostpartundercoveroperationswithoutofficialsanctionfromeitherside.Alltheconversationswereentirely"offtherecord"andwereheldawayfromtheStateDepartment,sinceithadbeen undercovermethodsinWashington,Mr.Wakasugideclaredthatthoughthiswasnotanormal 

diplomaticprocedure,wasonlycourseavailableunderthecircumstances. 



Summing up the situation in the light of actual events, Mr. Wakasugi agreed that no real
advantage had accrued to the Japanese, and in view of the situation in China, Japanese repre-
sentatives could not be very optimistic. Commenting that the Japanese representatives had
done the best they could, even though the Foreign Office might be dissatisfied, Mr. Wakasugi

sideration.22361.
fundamental Japanese policy of desiring to improve Japanese-American relations on a fair

basis. However, he asked that his messages pertaining to the unofficial negotiations with Sec-
retary Hull be studied so that instructions from the new cabinet might be sent to him. 224

proposals of Japan and the United States. Furthermore, he expressed doubt that these new
instructions (See Appendix II, No. 139) would help the negotiations.

desire to announce at this time that Japan and the United States wished to mediate for peace in
the European war. Reference in the proposal to this mediation would be deleted, therefore, andthebe
a compromise had already been achieved, it would be disadvantageous to revive the question.totheofas
unacceptable.

reported that the Americans would not permit the deletion of the Annex on the grounds that if annotbe
discussing the actual proposal. Since the United States had been asked to advise China to
negotiate peace, the Americans desired to be advised of the basis on which a peaceful settlement
would be made.

forthcoming from the United States in regard to the stationing of anti-Communist troops andoftheon
that controversy was to be expected because of the Japanese deletion of the Annex relating to

"3Ibid.

"<n, 157.
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AmbassadorNomuraRequestsInstructionsfromtheNewJapaneseCabinet."understanding",AmbassadorNomurapointedoutthattherewerewidedifferencesbetweenthephrase"encourageworldpeace"wouldinserted.AmbassadorNomurabelievedthatsincedesiredmakewordingthisparagraphelasticaspossiblesothatitcouldbeappliedtoagreementcouldreachedconcerningthecontentsoftheAnnex,therewouldbelittleuseinadvisedForeignOffice'sviewsthesesubjects.TheJapaneseAmbassadoralsowarned 

remarkedthatitwasnowtoolatetoretracetheirsteps;therefore,herequestedfurthercon-AmbassadorNomurainformedTokyoofhiscertaintythattherehadbeennochangeinthe RemarkingthathehadstudiedcarefullyinstructionssentbyForeignOfficeconcerningdeletions,additions,andrevisionswhichweretobemadeinthethethetheproposalforanrequestedForeignOfficetoadvisehimitsviewsonpoints:first,attitudesofoftwotwocountriesconcerningwarinEurope,andsecond,Chinaincident.Asforthethethethethethefirstpoint,AmbassadorAmbassadorNomuraNomuraclaimedthatPresidentRooseveltdidnot Astorightsofself-defense,JapaneseAmbassadorbelievedthatthethetheUnitedStatesanyonevariouspossibledevelopmentsEuropeanwar.Onotherhand,Japanesenotsuchwidelatitudeself-defensesinceawarcouldcouldbegunnameAmbassadorNomurasuggestedthatitbebewiseto

compromiseonsomewordingininininproposalpreventaggressiveaction,butwhichwhichwouldwouldwouldpermitpermitself-defense.self-defense.However,interpretationinterpretationofofofofthethethethethethethetheUnitedStateswasentirely AsforPartBofproposalwhichpertainedtothetheChinaincident,AmbassadorNomuraReportingdeletionmeanfinishdiscussions,AmbassadorNomuraadvisedthatthatinfuturediscussionsofofofthethethetheAnnexAnnexsometroublesomequestionswouldwouldbe non-discriminationamongFarEasternbusinessfirms.Herequested,therefore,thathebe tradebetweentwocountries.ThegrantingofequaltreatmentinthethePhilippinestoJapanese 



were further difficulties foreseen by Ambassador Nomura.

Believing that both Americans and Japanese could find a way to agree on the interpretation ofa
would not disturb American public opinion, but a resort to military force would bring the nego-
tiations to an end.

Maine.22562.
points that needed to be clarified before any peaceful relationship between the United States and
Japan could be based on a sound foundation. Insisting that he was not a trained diplomat and
had accepted the post only at the insistence of high ranking naval and the more conservative

States and Japan must be eliminated satisfactorily or a devastating naval war would ensue.
Mter numerous conferences with Mr. Hull, the Ambassador was convinced that a perfect

purposes.

Continuing then a discussion of the points which Japan considered essential for an agreement

necessary steps to ensure self-defense as the basic principle for such a proposal. Using the export
restrictions imposed on Japan as an example, the Ambassador pointed out that his country's

materials would be indispensable to its correction.A
which America and Britain were continuing.

Since Japan considered the stationing of troops in Inner Mongolia for the suppression of the

Ambassador included this as his third and last point.
Although anticipating an intensified American press campaign against Japan as the result ofnextfewa
22"Ibid. oftheof

Naval Operations (Admiral Stark)", July 21,1941, S.D., II, 516-520.
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residents,aswellastoFilipinos,andthequestionofJapaneseimmigrationtotheUnitedStates self-defense,AmbassadorNomurareportedtohissuperiorsthatthegarrisoningofJ~panesetroopsinChinatocombatCommunismwouldbeverydifficultfortheAmericanstoaccept.AsfortheoccupationofFrenchIndo-China,AmbassadorNomurareportedthatpeacefulpenetration

AmbassadorNomurareportedthatSecretaryHullwasexpectedbackinWashingtoninthenearfuture,andthathehimselfhadacceptedaninvitationtovisitAdmiralPratt'shomein AmbassadorNomuraVisitsRearAdmiralRichardK.Turner.226
MterfirstattemptingtocontactAdmiralStarkandpossiblyAdmiralIngersoll,AmbassadorNomuracalledonAdmiralRichardK.Turner,onJuly20,1941,todiscusswithhimcertain groupsofarmyofficers,heneverthelessrealizedthatthedifficultiesexistingbetweentheUnited concordwasimpossible,andthatbecauseofJapan'scommitmentstoGermany,anyagreementreachedwouldhavetobeinformal.Heinsisted,however,thatthetreatywithGermanywouldinnowayrestrainhiscountryfromactingaccordingtoitsownconvictionsandforitsownultimate withtheUnitedStates,AmbassadorNomuramentionedtherightofeitherpowertotakethe economicpositionwasnowextremelyunfavorable,anduninterruptedaccesstocertainraw 

secondpointcausingfrictionbetweenthetwocountries,accordingtoAmbassadorNomura,
wastheincreasedsupportgiventotheChungkingregimebyboththeUnitedStatesandGreatBritain.TheJapanesegovernmentattributedthecontinuationoftheChinaincidenttotheconstantsupplyofpilotsandplanes,andtheassistanceintheimprovementoftheBurmaRoad ChineseCommunistsinthatregionessentialtothemaintenanceofitsownsecurity,theJapanese theactioninFrenchIndo-China,AmbassadorNomurainformedAdmiralTurnerthatwithinthe daysJapanwouldoccupyFrenchIndo-Chinapurelyasprecautionarymeasure.From

hismanner,itwasevidentthattheJapaneseAmbassadorfearedthattheUnitedStateswouldmakefurthermilitaryoreconomicmovesasaresultofthisaction.However,asaconciliatory 22."TheDirectorWarPlansDivisiontheNavyDepartment(RearAdmiralRichardK.Turner)totheChiefof 



discussed, the Japanese would not take part in Atlantic warfare.
Promising to pass this information on to Admiral Stark, Admiral Turner, commenting briefly

on the Japanese Ambassador's disclosure of Tokyo's plan to seize French Indo-China, explained
that the security of America was largely dependent upon Great Britain, for, if that country were
to collapse to the German military power, Nazism would be able to direct its ambitions toward

British position in Singapore and the Dutch position in the Netherlands East Indies, and it would"
also strike a severe blow at the integrity of the defense of the British Isles. From the military
standpoint then, the United States was interested in sustaining the status quo in the southern
portion of the Far East. Admiral Turner further indicated that though the Japanese actually had
nothing to fear from the English, Americans or Dutch in these regions, if faced with German
power, their problem would be great.

Nomura felt bound to support their policies, and he ended the meeting with a request for

permission to discuss these same matters with Admiral Stark in the near future.

63. Mr. Wakasugi Visits Acting Secretary of State WeUes.

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 227

Washington, Mr. Wakasugi called for further discussion of the topics introduced in the informalthathetoof
objective of these talks was the maintenance of peace in the Pacific by the abandonment of the
policies of force or conquest by all nations in this area.

Mr. Welles insisted that the principles of his government would not permit it to aid in the
encirclement which Japan feared. From various sources, however, (See Part C-(g)
Japanese-French Relations) Mr. Welles had learned that Japan planned to occupy Indo-China in
the near future as a precautionary and defensive step against this so-called threat to her security.
Since such a move would be at variance with any agreement between the United States and

Japan, the Acting Secretary of State felt free to ask frankly the intentions of Mr. Wakasugi's
government.

clarification of Japanese policies with regard to the Pacific, and the United States would be

of French Indo-China, however, would force all other nations to reconsider their positions.
In reply, Mr. Wakasugi stated that the Japanese Embassy had received no information con-

cerning Japan's intention to seize Indo-China. (See Part C-(g) Japanese-French Relations for

Japanese government, he agreed with Mr. Welles' belief that since Foreign Minister Toyoda
was in close accord with the attitude of Ambassador Nomura toward the United States, friend-

ments that the occupation of French Indo-China would seriously endanger such a goal, Mr.

he could return to Washington to discuss the matter personally.

227"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 21, 1941, S.D., n, 520-522.
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measure,AmbassadorNomurasuggestedthatwereAmericatoaccepttheconditionshehad WesternHemisphere.TheoccupationofIndo-ChinabyJapanesewouldthreatenthethethe SincehisgovernmentwascollaboratingwiththeAxisnationsatthistime,Ambassador AtrequestMr.Welles,andinabsenceofofthethetheJapaneseAmbassadorfrom conversationsofSecretaryHullandAmbassadorNomura.AfterfirstassuringtheJapaneseRecallingbothSecretaryHull'sandhisownreiteratedexpositionsofAmericanbasicpolicies, ItwasrealizedthatinstallationofanewgovernmentinJapanhadsomewhatdelayedthethe patientuntilJapanesepublicopinionwouldpermitthecarryingoutofanewpolicy.Theseizure informationwhichcastsdoubtsonaccuracyofthisstatement.)Withregardtothethenew lierrelationsbetweenthetwocountriesshouldbeachieved.RealizingfromMr.Welles'state-

WakasugipromisedconveythisinformationtotoAmbassadorNomuraimmediatelysothat 

MinisterwasauthorizedexpresstheviewsSecretaryHull,Mr.Wellesstatedthatthe 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 228

According to Ambassador Nomura's report of Mr. Wakasugi's visit on July 21, 1941, the
Acting Secretary of State said that he had given careful study to recent world conditions, and,
in the light of these developments, he wished to express the opinions reached by Secretary

Hullandhimselfregardingtheunofficialdiscussionswhichhadbeentakingplacebetween

Ambassador Nomura and Secretary Hull. Though the objectives of the Japanese representa-

tiveswereidenticalwiththosetowardswhichSecretaryHullwasstriving,theUnitedStateshadreceiveddefiniteinformationfromvarioussourcesthatJapanwasplanningtodisturbthe

peaceful status of certain areas. Such actions would conflict with the views expressed by the
Japanese Ambassador during all the conversations.

Quoting a statement of Ambassador Nomura in which he said that Britain, the United States
andothernationswerepressingJapaninan"encirclement",Mr.WellesindicatedthatsuchanexpressionwassimilartotheformercomplaintsofGermany.Mr.WellesassuredMr.

Wakasugi that Japan misunderstood the United States since the American government had

nointentionofencirclingJapan,andwascontinuingthetalksbetweenAmbassadorNomuraandSecretaryHullsolelybecauseofitsdesiretomaintainpeace.Mr.WellesinformedMr.WakasugithatifJapanseizedthesouthernportionofFrenchIndo-Chinawithinthenextfew

days, as his information indicated, such an act would definitely violate the spirit of the current
Japanese-UnitedStatesconversationswhichwerebeingheldtoensurepeaceinthePacific.

Mr. Welles then asked that he be advised ofthe Japanese viewpoint in this regard.
Mr.Wakasugirepliedthathewasawarethatthepresentconversationsweredesignedtoim-proveJapanese-UnitedStatesrelationsandthathewashopefuloftheirsuccess.Heaskedifthe

"reliablesourceofinformation"mentionedbyMr.WellesreferredtotheUnitedStatesEm-bassyinJapan.AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,Mr.Wellesavoidedaclearanswerbutmadeareplythatthereportwasanaccurateone.(SeePartC-(g)

Japanese-French Relations
of this volume for the source of Mr. Welles' information.)

Mr. Wakasugi stated that he would report the matter to Ambassador Nomura, and in the
meantime, requested permission to make an informal inquiry concerning the possible effect

ontheJapanese-UnitedStatesconversationsofJapan'splanningtomakeamoveintoFrench

Indo-China. Mr. Welles leplied that such an act would truly violate the spirit of the discussions,
andimpliedthatfurtherconversationswouldbeinvain.However,Mr.Wellespointedoutthat

the new Foreign Minister of Japan was a close friend of Ambassador Nomura, and moreover,
since the new Cabinet had just taken over, it probably had not decided upon a definite policy
as yet. The United States would await developments, therefore, before ending the discussions
with the Japanese Ambassador.

Mr. Wakasugi promised to report immediately the details of this conversation to Ambassa-
dor Nomura, and then withdrew.229

64. Welles-Nomura Conversation (July 23,1941).

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 230

TwodaysaftertheconversationbetweenMr.WakasugiandMr.Welleshadtakenplace,theJapaneseAmbassadorcalledontheActingSecretaryofStatetodiscusstheprospectiveJapa-neseoccupationofFrenchIndo-China.Claimingtobenotofficiallyinformed,AmbassadorNomurastatedthathehadlearnedfrompressreportsthattheJapanesegovernmenthadcon-

22SII, 158.

22"Ibid.

23O"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 23,1941, S.D., II, 522-526.
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cluded an agreement with Vichy to send military forces to occupy certain portions of southern
Indo-China. (See Appendix II, 819-821, 860)

terial as food supplies and fertilizer, Ambassador Nomura pointed out that deGaullist French
agents and Chinese agitators were endangering the flow of goods from these territories to Japan.

rity of Japan.
Recognizing the hostile attitude of the press and the American public as a whole toward

these recent developments, the Japanese Ambassador still hoped that the government itself
would not "reach hasty conclusions", since any retaliatory measures, such as restricting oil
exports to Japan, would only inflame Japanese public opinion. If given a little time to express

would reach a satisfactory agreement with the United States in spite of the opposition of
"third powers" . v

Mr. Welles replied to Ambassador Nomura, as he had done to Mr. Wakasugi, that the policy

sador Nomura had offered in explanation for the approaching action of his country, and refuted
them one by one.

First, since any agreement reached with Vichy France must have resulted from pressure
brought to bear on that government by Berlin, America could only regard such an agreement
as Japan's offering assistance to Chancellor Hitler in his policy of world conquest. Secondly,

countries concerned in the Pacific. Therefore, the need for military precaution to prevent
encirclement could not be regarded as a valid reason for Japan's aggressive steps. Furthermore,

even that of China constituted a menace to Japanese interests in the Pacific.
Passing over the activities of Chinese agitators and deGaullist sympathizers as not worthy

of French Indo,.China other than for purposes of an offensive in the South Seas area. If this

not be ignored: first, the Japanese government intended to pursue a course of force and con-
quest, and second, in occupying French Indo-China it was taking the last step before seizing
additional territories in the South Seas.

countries seemed to be baseless. However, the United States government was still willing to
attempt the settlement of this question peacefully and would continue to show the utmost
patience in its dealings with Japan. Ambassador Nomura agreed that such had been the stand
of American representatives throughout these meetings.

theless, that the procrastination which had prevented these talks from reaching a successful
conclusion was largely responsible for Japan's present action. Promising to report this discus-

StressingthecriticaleconomicsituationofJapan,especiallywithregardtosuchrawma-Thiswashisgovernment'smainfortakingactioninthatarea.Thesecondreasonreasonarosefrompoliciesofcertainforeignpowerswhoseemedbentondestroyingthethemilitarysecuitspoliciesmoreclearly,AmbassadorNomurafeltcertainthatthenewJapaneseCabinet JapanesegovernmentaboutpursuewaswasdiametricallyopposedtotoonediscussedininformalconversationswithSecretaryHull.HethentookupthethethethereasonswhichAmbaswithregardtoJapan'sneedofrawmaterials,Mr.WellswassureJapaneseAmbassadorrealizedthatthatanysatisfactoryproposalreachedbetweenthethetwocountrieswouldhavebeenpredicatedonequalopportunityandeconomiceconomicsecurityforJapan,wellasasother Mr.WellesfeltcertainthatneithergovernmentsofGreatBritain,thetheNetherlands,nor of

mention,Mr.WellesinsistedthathisgovernmentcouldseenoreasonforJapan'soccupation so,followingJapanesepurposeswhichwereweredetrimentaltothetheUnitedStatescould InviewtheseintentionsJapan,furtherconversationbetweenrepresentativesofofofthetwo Notattemptingtoplaceblameoneithercountry,thetheJapaneseAmbassadorfelt,neversionTokyo,JapaneseAmbassadorpartedfromMr.WellesintentionofdiscussingmatterfurtherwithwithSecretaryHull,whowasreturntototoWashingtoninthethethethenearfuture.58 



(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 231

Ambassador Nomura informed Tokyo that he had called on Acting Secretary of State

Welles, on the afternoon of July 23, 1941, to explain that Japan's occupation of French Indo-
China was essential to its national security and economic safety. Furthermore, he explained

tries. Since Japanese penetration of French Indo-China was being carried out peacefully, and

bargo on oil for Japan would greatly disturb the Japanese people. According to Ambassador
Nomura, the new Japanese Cabinet was anxious to bring the Japanese-United States con-
versations to a successful conclusion.

Mr. Welles replied that he could not reconcile the Japanese policy in French Indo-China with

Since neither Great Britain nor the United States intended to attack French Indo-China, it was
felt that Vichy had submitted as a result of Hitler's pressure, and that Japan intended to use
French Indo-China as a base for further southward moves. Moreover, the United States was not
making any hasty conclusions since its actions would simply reflect Japan's policies.

shortly and would discuss the situation with Ambassador Nomura.23265.
come to an agreement with the Vichy government concerning the joint defense of French Indo-

China. Japanese occupation would take place in the southern part of French Indo-China on or
about July 28 or 29, 1941.233

eignty of French Indo-China would be respected and there would be no interference in the
domestic administration of French Indo-China. Furthermore, Japan was definitely interested

Indo-China merely beca\lse it desired to reach an "understanding" with the United States.234
Foreign Minister Toyoda informed Ambassador Nomura that he had not yet decided on a

nese Cabinet before he assumed office, and was designed to be carried out peacefully for joint

and the English speaking powers, Admiral Toyoda warned that certain actions by the United

States, such as freezing of assets, would create a very critical situation.235

23lII, 159.

232Ibid.

233II, 160.
2"Ibid.

235II, 161.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
thatJapanwasforcedtoactinfaceofembargoeswhichwerebeingimposedbyvariouscounwiththefullapprovaloftheVichygovernment,AmbassadorNomurahopedthattheUnitedStateswouldnotmovehastilyandwouldwaitforfurtherdevelopmentssinceanexportem-thebasicprinciplesoftheplansunderdiscussionbySecretaryHullandAmbassadorNomura. InanswertoaninquiryfromAmbassadorNomura,ActingSecretaryWellessaidthatthePanamaCanalhadbeenindefinitelyclosedforrepairsandnoparticularnationwassufferingdiscriminatoryaction.Mr.WellesreportedthatSecretaryHullwouldreturntodutyvery 

TokyoInformsAmbassadorNomurathatJapanWillOccupyPartofFrenchIndo-China.
OnJuly23,1941Foreigr{MinisterToyodainformedAmbassaorNomurathatJapanhad AmbassadorNomurawasinstructedtoinformtheUnitedStatesthattheterritorialsoverintheHull-NomuradiscussionsandwasmakingthisreporttotheUnitedStatesaboutFrench definiteforeignpolicibecauseofhishavingacceptedhispostonlyrecently.HeexplainedthattheoccupationofFrenchIndo-ChinawasunavoidablesinceithadbeendecidedbytheJapadefenseofFrenchIndo-China.ThoughheintendedtotrytodecreasefrictionbetweenJapan 



66. Details of the Secret Japanese-French Agreement.

Tokyo sent advance warning to Ambassador Nomura that a statement concerning French
Indo-China would be issued at noon of July 26, 1941, Tokyo time (10:00 P.M. Washington

China and the friendly relations existing between France and Japan.237

edge of the contents of these secret reports to Ambassador Nomura gave American State De-
partment officials an intimate understanding of the Far Eastern situation. (See Part C-Sec-
tion (g) Japanese-French Relations.)

According to previous reports from Tokyo, Japanese Ambassador Kato had interviewed
Foreign Minister Darlan in Vichy, and had presented to him Japanese demands concerning

the French by July 19, 1941. Ambassador Kato then interviewed Marshal Petain on July 15,
1941 and Admiral Darlan on July 16, 1941, and on both occasions he requested an immediate
reply from Vichy.

mands would require consultation with Germany since France had an armistic agreement

this to be a pretext, and on July 20, 1941, Ambassador Kato returned to Admiral Darlan and

nese Ambassador conversed with another French official and discovered that France was in-

clined to accept t}:ledemands.Onthe21,(1)Thetoof
(2) The French government guarantees joint defense of French Indo-China on the basis of cooperation with thein(3)Asasofthe(4)Theaand

possible moment.23S

According to the secret report from Tokyo, Admiral Darlan had used the phrase "cannot
but submit to the demands of the Japanese government" to avoid criticism from the French
both at home and abroad. The Vichy Foreign Minister also stipulated that Japan must not

the areas in which they were stationed, unfortunate incidents would probably ensue because
of the troops' displeasure with the order.

the treaty be inscribed as an official document, whereupon he handed Admiral Darlan a pro-intheas
(1) Support on the part of the Japanese government for supplementary defensive measures of the French

Indo-China troops.

(2) Continued use of the existent military facilities by the French Indo-Chinese forces.(3)Aasasandbe
23"11, 162-163.

23711,164.

23sII, 165.
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time).236ThestatementwouldstressJapan'sinterestinthejointdefenseofFrenchIndo-ThedetailsJapaneseprocedureinthisinstancewereofofgreatimportance,fortheknowljointprotectionandmilitarycooperationinFrenchIndo-China.Areplywasrequestedfrom OnJuly19,1941,ForeignMinisterDarlanrepliedtoAmbassadorKatothatJapan'sde-withthelatterandwasnotinpositiontomakeaadecisionalone.TheJapaneseconsidered demandedthatallofJapaneseproposalsbeacceptedimmediately.Mterwards,thetheJapademandretirementof'FrenchIndo-Chinesenorconfiscatematerialusing.IfthethethetheVichygovernmentwerewereorderFrenchFrenchtroopstroopstroopstotobewithdrawnfrom AmbassadorKatoreceivedVichyreplyasanallthetheJapanesedemands.HehandedForeignMinisterDarlanapreparedmemorandumofofacceptanceacceptanceandaskedthat posalandsuggestedtextforaa

publicstatement.TheFrenchinturnofferedseveralpoints,

followingday,~uly1941,ForeignMinisterDarlanmadeanofficialreply:FrenchgovernmentcannotbutsubmitthedemandstheJapanesegovernment.Japanesegovernment;however,shewillnotparticipateaggressivewar.sooninformedlocaleswhereinJapanesetroopswillbestationed,Francewillevacuatethem.JapanesegovernmentwillmakepublicdeclarationthatshewillrespecttheterritorialintegrityofIndo-ChinaFrenchsovereigntyovertheIndo-ChineseFederation,andwillmakethisstatementattheearliest
whichwereincludedcorrespondence,follows:statementearlypossiblefromtheImperialgovernmenttotheeffectthattheterritorialintegrityofFrenchIndo-ChinaFrenchsovereigntywillrespected. 



and 29, 1941.240

67. Tokyo Assures the United States of Its Peaceful Intentions Despite the Occupation of French
Indo-China.

Foreign Minister Toyoda continued to assure Ambassador Nomura that the occupation ofnotasato
Stating that the recent occupation had been a matter of necessity for the maintenance of

during the long drawn-out negotiations with French Indo-China, Foreign Minister Toyoda

denied an American allegation that Japan had assured its Axis partners that the Japanese-
American conversations would last only until Japan had completed its southward movement.

Japanese government had become united and was very anxious that the discussions be con-

real intentions in regard to French Indo-China. 241

In another dispatch, Foreign Minister Toyoda expressed his hope that both the leaders of
the United States and Japan would display a high degree of statesmanship in maintaining
peace in the Pacific. However, the possibility that the United States would freeze Japanese
funds or institute a general embargo on petroleum would have an adverse effect on many
aspects of Japanese life, and would compel Japan to resort to retaliation. This would lead to a

financial adviser in requesting the United States to give favorable consideration to these
economic factors. 242

authorities for the exemption of Japan from the general freezing of assets which had been
applied to Germany and Italy.243 However, since rumors relating to the freezing of Japanese
assets had arisen, Japan announced that it would be forced to take retaliatory measures, if

as by freezing all American property in Japan. The Financial Ministry's representative was
instructed to urge American Treasury Department officials to give deep consideration to this
matter so that through cooperation Japanese-United States relations would be prevented from
becoming worse. 244

23"I1,166.

24°11,Ibid.

24111,167.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR(4)ThetermconcerningthetemporaryevacuationofFrenchIndo-Chinesetroopsshallbeeliminated.23.FrenchIndo-ChinawasintendedblowthecurrentJapanese-Americanconversations.workcorrespondencefinished22,23,1941,inthethepresenceofRearAdmiralSumitaandandGovernorGeneralJeanDecoux,anagreementsignedatHanoi.TheTheJapanesearmywaswaswasscheduledtoentersouthernFrenchIndo-ChinaononononJulyJulyJulypeaceinthePacific,andclaimingthatJapan'speacefulattitudewasevidentfromitspatience HedeniedalsoJapanintendedtowreckconversations,forheinsistedthatthatthethe tinued.HedirectedAmbassadorNomuraexplainimmediatelytototheUnitedStatesJapan's collapseJapanese-Americaneconomicrelationsandwouldprobablyhastenthedevelopmentofofwar.InstructionswereissuedAmbassadorNomura,therefore,totoconferwithhis AmessagefromtheFinancialMinistryitsrepresentativeAmericaorderedhimcooperatewithAmbassadorNomuraininexpressingJapaneseJapaneseappreciationtototoAmerican necessary,byrefusingtopayprincipalandinterestondebtsinthetheUnited

States,aswell 



68. Roosevelt-Nomura Conversations (July 24, 1941).

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 245

Roosevelt referred to a conference held that morning with a home defense group under the

main topic under discussion. Realizing that the restriction of oil supplies would have furnished

against the administration for aiding a country that gave every indication of pursuing a policy
of force and conquest, the shipments of oil had been continued. If Japan now attempted to
seize oil supplies in the Netherlands East Indies, President Roosevelt stated that the Dutch
aided by the British, would resist. America's policy would be one of assistance to Great Britain,
thereby causing an extremely complicated and serious international situation.

Reiterating Mr. Welles' assertion that Japan had far more to gain by a peaceful agreement
with the United States, President Roosevelt pointed out that not only would the Japanese ob-
tain larger quantities of necessary supplies by this means than they could by force, but they
would do so without the tremendous expenses of military occupation. Expressing his disbelief
that Great Britain, the Netherlands Indies or China had designs on Japan, President Roose-
velt felt forced to say that his government could only assume that Japan's purpose was one of
offense rather than defense.

Roosevelt proposed a last-minute plan for stopping the aggression. If the Japanese govern-
ment would withdraw its forces, President Roosevelt promised to obtain an agreement from

Great Britain, the Netherlands and China to regard Indo-China as a neutralized country,

President Roosevelt would endeavor to procure a binding guarantee from the pertinent powers

not to dislodge the Vichy French agents in that area.

optimistic for he indicated that such a step would be difficult because of the face-saving ele-
ment involved.

nese Ambassador that Nazism constituted as grave a danger to the Far East as it did to Europe

conquest. In view of this, America and Japan in cooperating with one another would be facing

policies.

24511,"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 24,1941, S.D., 11,527-530.
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AtrequestJapaneseAmbassadorasecretmeetingRooseveltwasheldwithwithbothMr.WellesandAdmiralStarkpresentdiscussthethetheeffectofofJapan'splantotooccupyFrenchIndo-China.Toexplainmoreclearlyhisgovernment'sposition,PresidentPresident leadershipMayorLaGuardiainwhichvastquantityofofoilexportedtoJapanwasthethe JapanesewithanincentivetomovedownuponNetherlandsEastIndies,UnitedStatesgovernmentcontinueditsexportevenduringpasttwoyearswhenAmerica'shomesupplywasfastdiminishing.Notwithstandingthethethethethecriticismthathadhadbeenleveled WhenJapaneseexpressedownpersonaldisagreementthisplanofhishisgovernment,andunderstandingthatthethethenewForeignMinister,AdmiralToyoda,wasinagreementwithwithwithAmbassadorAmbassadorNomura'sviewsonmanymatters,President therebyassuringJapanoftherawmaterialswhichshewasseekingtosecure.Furthermore, Although

promisingpassthisproposalontotoTokyo,AmbassadorNomurawasnotoverly ConcludinghisremarkswithopinionofUnitedStatesgovernmentthatJapan'spresentpolicieswerelargelydominatedbyGermany,PresidentRooseveltremindedthethetheJapaandtheWesternHemisphere,sincehebelievedthatChancellorHitlerwasboundonworld acommonenemy.However,AmbassadorNomuradeniedPresidentRoosevelt'sallegationthatJapanundertheinfluenceGermanyandwaswasnotactingstrictlyinpursuitofofherown 



(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 246

Ambassador Nomura reported that because of the urgency of the current diplomatic situ-

sonal conference with President Roosevelt. This secret meeting had taken place at 5:00 P.M.,

explained that the occupation of French Indo-China had taken place because of economic
considerations and in view of the necessity of stabilizing that area. Pointing to Japan's inten-
tions to respect French Indo-China's territorial sovereignty, he repeated that the present Japa-
nese Cabinet was eager for a Japanese-American "understanding" in order to maintain peace
in the Pacific.

President Roosevelt replied that the American people had been insisting on an oil embargo
against Japan, but he had opposed this in order to keep peace in the Pacific. In view of the
present situation, however, President Roosevelt hinted that an embargo on oil was imminent.

could be evacuated, with the various countries concerned guaranteeing its neutrality so that
all could have free access to raw materials in that territory, he would spare no effort to bring
about an "understanding" since he was extremely sympathetic toward Japan's need of ma-
terials.247

finished with Europe he would conquer Africa, and after that there would be no stopping him.
Japan would eventually be fighting on the same side of the United States.

Quoting an old Japanese proverb which stated that "if a country likes to fight, it is already

occupying French Indo-China. Though President Roosevelt had apparently accepted this ex-
planation, Ambassador Nomura warned his superiors that the American President and public
were convinced that Japan, either in cooperation with Germany or independently, was await-inganto
eign Minister to report his conversation of July 24, 1941 with President Roosevelt in even fur-
ther detail. 250

this historic meeting. During the interview with President Roosevelt, Ambassador Nomura

had held a memorandum prepared in Japanese, though he had conversed with Mr. Rooseveltininhe
ence of Japan, and to avoid being crushed by the economic measures of other nations which

"OIl, 170.
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mIl,l72.
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25"II,173.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORJuly24,1941,inthecompanyofActingSecretaryWellesandAdmiralStark. 
opportunitymovebothsouthwardandnorthward.249English,whichhadbeencarefullycoachedbyMr.Obatabeforethevisit. 

ationhehadaskedtheChiefofNavalOperations,AdmiralHaroldR.Stark,torequestaper-InconformitywithinstructionsfromthetheForeignMinister,AmbassadorNomurahad Mr.RooseveltalsoremarkedthatifthereweresomemethodwherebyFrenchIndo-China Onfollowingday,July25,1941,sentmorecompletereportconcerningmeeting.248saidHitler'saimwassubjugationofworld,andAmbassadorAmbassadorNomuraNomurareportedthatthatMr.RooseveltRooseveltmadethethethethesamesameremarkonaapreviousoccasion(March14,1941)hisstatementbeencorroboratedbySecretaryHull.AccordingtoPresidentPresidentRoosevelt,whenwhenChancellorChancellorHitlerhadhadhadhad thebrinkofbeingdestroyed",AmbassadorNomuraadvisedPresidentRoosevelttherebeennoGermanpressureJapan,andthatthathiscountryhadhadactedentirelyonononitsownin Twodayslater,onJuly27,1941,AmbassadorNomurareceivedinstructionsfrom

hisFor-Accordingly,AmbassadorNomurasentalongreportgivingsomeminutiaeofHehadexplainedPresidentRooseveltthatreasonsoccupationofFrenchIndo-ChinabyJapanwere:first,totoobtainfoodstuffswhichwerenecessaryforforthethetheeconomicexist



would be imposed if Japan stood idly by; second, for reasons of Japanese national security,
since Japan would be in danger if French Indo-China came under the influence of a third

pation would take place peaceably, and since Japan would respect French Indo-China's ter-
ritorial integrity and sovereignty, it would be desirable that the United States not take an ex-
treme attitude. 251

Ambassador Nomura expressed his regret that the United States doubted the sincerity of
Japan, and emphasizing the Japanese government's desire to reach an "understanding" with

cerning this objective.

Admitting that the interpretation of the United States in regard to self-defense was a diffi-
culty in the present discussions, Ambassador Nomura hoped that a compromise would be

could be decided after an "understanding" had been reached.

eventually settle themselves, Ambassador Nomura remarked that the stationing of troops in

government. Freedom of commerce would be achieved by a spontaneous settlement.252

According to Ambassador Nomura, President Roosevelt replied that demands for an oil
embargo against Japan had been extensive but that he had toned them down because he

terials, President Roosevelt expressed his disapproval of the occupation of French Indo-China.
Stating that he had not conferred with the State Department on his next suggestion, Presi-

spare no efforts to have the various countries concerned guarantee the neutrality of French

bassador Nomura then discussed these points with President Roosevelt, who, after confirming

offered it only to Ambassador Nomura.
Ambassador Nomura explained to his Foreign Minister that the evacuation of troops which

President Roosevelt suggested was strange in one sense but not so strange in another sense, for

ing out that the avoidance) of military power and the principle of non-discriminatory freedom

much concerned, Ambassador Nomura commented on the success of such a policy in Presi-
dent Roosevelt's dealings with Latin American countries.

ments.254 Expressing his determination to improve Japanese-American relations, which ac-
cording to President Roosevelt were deteriorating, Ambassador Nomura stated that although
he had not yet been successful, he would not give up his intention to carryon to the end.

"'II,174.
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country;therefore,ajointdefensewasplannedtostabilizepeacefulrelations;third,theoccu-UnitedStates,hestatedthatthethenewJapaneseCabinethadtwiceissuedinstructionscon-achievedandthatadefinitedecisionastowhatconstitutedexercisetherightofofself-defense ToconfirmhisopinionthatalldifficultiesbetweentheUnitedStatesandJapanwould ChinawasnotpermanentandwouldbedealtaspartofanagreementwithwiththeChinese wishedtokeeppeaceinthePacific.ProclaiminghissympathyJapan'sneedsforforrawma-dentRooseveltremarkedthatifJapanevacuateditstroopsfromFrenchIndo-Chinahewould Indo-Chinaandassureanequitableshareoftherawmaterialsinthatareaforallnations.Am-them,turnedtoActingSecretaryWellesforcomment,butthelatter"maintainingahumble

attitude"s~idnothing.253PresidentRooseveltatthispointtookouthiscigarettecaseand itconfirmedtheAmericanGoodNeighborpolicyinwhichmilitarypowerwasnotused.Point-tradetwopointswithwhichbothPresidentRooseveltandSecretaryofofStateHullwerewere ToPresidentRoosevelt'saccusationtherecentsouthernadvancearesultofofGermanpressure,NomuraexplainedthatthatJapanJapanhadactedsolelyonitsowninitiative.Seemingly,Mr.RooseveltwaswasnotconvincedbyAmbassadorAmbassadorNomura'sargu



President Roosevelt declared that Hitler was determined to conquer the world and that. after

he had finished with Europe, he would conquer Africa and continue his attacks, not knowing

fall by the sword and that Japan was not going to use the sword. 255

69. Mr. Wakasugi Confers with Mr. Hamilton (July 25,1941).

Ambassador Nomura reported that he had sent Mr. Wakasugi to deliver to Mr. Hamilton atobeon
sugi indicated that Japanese occupation would not affect the sovereignty and integrity of
French Indo-China, nor would Japan meddle in the domestic politics of that country. Mr.
Wakasugi also handed to Mr. Hamilton a note concerning the halting of traffic through the
Panama Canal.

men expressed opinions on the possibility of counteracting the unfavorable trend of the cur-
rent discussions. Remarking that Secretary Hull had worked very hard to maintain friendly

convinced that Japan would profit not from the use of arms, but from a policy of peace. In any

event, an expansion program of Japan similar to Chancellor Hitler's would make it impossible

to continue the unofficial Japanese-United States discussions for peace. 257

70. Ambassador Nomura's Relations with Admiral Stark, U.S.N.

Ambassador Nomura reported to Foreign Minister Toyoda, a former admiral of the Japanese

Navy, that Admiral Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, had extended many courtesies to him

ever since he had assumed his position as Japanese Ambassador in Washington. Ambassador

Both Ambassador Nomura and Admiral Stark agreed that peace was desirable, since the only
result of a war between Japan and the United States would be mutual exhaustion.

In one of his conversations with Admiral Stark, Ambassador Nomura had commented on

the excellent character and qualifications of some of the higher officials in the Navy Depart-
ment. Ambassador Nomura requested that the following reply of Admiral Stark be relayed toTothetoisofof

had reached the age of retirement, he had been kept on inactive duty because of the critical times, he added. 1"

"'Ibid. bytheofof
265-266.

"7Ibid.

"'11, 180.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
whentostop.Thus,tenyearsfromthistime,JapanwouldfightonthesamesidewithAmericaagainstGermany.AmbassadorNomurahadansweredthatthosewhotaketheswordwould copyoftheEnglishtextofastatementconcerningtheJapaneseoccupationofFrenchIndo-China,whichwaspublishedJuly26,1941bytheJapanesegovernment.256Mr.Waka-

AnunofficialdiscussionthenaroseconcerningJapanese-UnitedStatesrelations,andboth relationswithJapaninspiteofmuchprotestfromtheAmericanpeopleaswellasfromhisCabinetcolleagues,Mr.HamiltonsaidthatbothPresidentRooseveltandSecretaryHullwere NomurabelievedthatAdmiralPratthadspokenfavorablyconcerninghimtoAdmiralStark.

JapaneseNavalofficials:this,AdmiralrepliedthatboththeAssistanttheChiefofNavalOperationsandtheDirectorofWarPlanswereexceedinglyablemen.ThesametruetheChieftheBureauofAeronautics.Asforthefleets,hecontinued,bothKimmelandKingwererecommendedbyhim,andbothareofthehighestcaliber.AlthoughHart2&611,179;"MemorandumChieftheDivisionFarEasternAffairs(Hamilton)",July25,1941,S.D.,II, 



71. Japanese-American Conversation.

(a) State Department Report. 259

Iwakuro and Mr. Wikawa invited Mr. Ballantine for lunch to clear up some of the details re-

garding the new rift in Japanese-American relations. Expressing his regret at recent develop-
ments, Colonel Iwakuro informed Mr. Ballantine that the question of Japanese occupation of
bases in Indo-China had been raised before he had left for the United States. Though the basis
for previous conversations had been to prevent this southward advance, the delay in reaching
any understanding had caused officials in the Japanese government, though not its represen-
tatives in the United States, to doubt the sincerity of America's intentions. Pointing to Greatwastoa

Although hoping to resume the informal meetings, Colonel Iwakuro assured Mr. Ballantine

that they would not influence Japan to reverse its position in the Indo-China situation; nor,
would they serve to prevent Japan from moving into Malaya and the Dutch East Indies, as it
would be forced to do if further essential supplies were cut off, or if its assets were frozen by the
United States. Colonel Iwakuro insisted that the American occupation of Iceland paralleled
the Japanese occupation of French Indo-China.

Declining to modify in any way the attitude of the United States concerning Japanese ag-

suggestion that America had been influenced by the propaganda of powers interested in prevent-
ing the establishment of friendly relations between the United States and Japan, Mr. Ballan-
tine replied that the United States had accumulated evidence that important elements in the
Japanese government supported Chancellor Hitler's movement toward world conquest.

tatives concerning the value of future conversations.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report.72.to
It will be recalled that Ambassador Nomura had objected strenuously to a previous request

from Foreign Minister Matsuoka that Minister Wakasugi be sent back to Japan to report per-

retain the services of his assistant, and had pointed out that the situation was so delicate that
he needed the presence of Minister Waskasugi. It is evident, therefore, that only a very serious
situation could have influenced Ambassador Nomura to request the return of both Minister
Waskasugi and Colonel Iwakuro at this time. Although he desired to send a naval representa-tivetheofofaby

2soII, 181.
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OnthedayfollowingAmbassadorNomura'sconversationwithPresidentRoosevelt,Colonel Britain'srecentembargoonriceexportedfromBurmatoJapanandtothedeGaullistsactivities,whichthreatenedJapan'smarketinsouthernIndo-China,ColonelIwakuroinsistedthatJapanforcedmakeprecautionarymove. 
gression,Mr.BallantinecounteredColonelIwakuro'schargeconcerningtheAmericanoccupationofIcelandbystatingthatthecountrywasindependent,andthatitsParliamentpossessedfullconstitutionalauthoritytoenterintoagreementswithforeigncountries.Tothe Themeetingendedcordially,butwithlittleactualoptimismbyeithercountry'srepresen-ThereisnorecordavailableconcerningaJapanesereportfromWashingtoninregardtothisconversation(DoDcomment).AmbassadorNomuraDecidesSendMr.WakasugiandColonelIwakurotoJapan.

sonallyoncertainJapanese-Americanaffairs.AmbassadorNomurahadstressedhisdesireto withothertwoemissaries,lackadequatepersonnelmadesuchactionimpossible.26025."MemorandumConversation",July25,1941,JosephW.Ballantine,S.D.,II,530-532. 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
73. Attempts to Preserve Peace.

AmbassadorNomurareportedtoTokyothataprominentAmericanCabinetmemberwastryingtopreservepeacebetweentheUnitedStatesandJapan.Thisindividualwasnotdefinitely

identified in the text of the message. This Cabinet member told Ambassador Nomura that a
secretCabinetmeetinghadbeenheldtodiscusscountermeasurestoJapan'ssouthwardmove

which it believed had been instigated by Germany to supplement its next attack in Europe.
According to this informant, the American Cabinet believed that continuing the Japanese-

American discussions was useless, and it would not accept any excuses for the actions of the
Japanese. Though the Cabinet member had been able to prevail on Secretary Hull and other

CabinetmembersupuntilthistimetopreventthefreezingofJapaneseassetsandtheim-

position of an oil export embargo, he now reported that both of these measures would soon be
adopted, with the freezing of assets put into effect at an unexpectedly early date. However, this
Cabinet member was trying to persuade American authorities to postpone these measures
untilhecoulddiscussthematterwithSecretaryHullwhowasexpectedtoreturntoWashing-toninafewdays.

InasideexplanationtoForeignMinisterToyoda,AmbassadorNomuraremarkedthatbe-causehisAmericanfriendwasanewmemberoftheCabinet,hehadbeenignorantoftheJapa-neseoccupationofFrenchIndo-Chinainthepreviousyear.Whenhehadlearnedofthismatter

on July 6, 1941, the Cabinet member asked Ambassador Nomura why Japan was making such

an issue of its latest move. According to the Cabinet member, both he and Secretary Hull had
been"putonthespot"becauseofrecentdevelopmentsintheFarEast.HehadrecentlyheldalongdiscussionwithPresidentRooseveltinwhichMr.RooseveltexpressedtheopinionthatsomemeanscouldbefoundtomakeJapanreconsiderherpolicyinthePacific.Therefore,theCabinetmemberwouldnotdiscontinuehiseffortstobringaboutaconciliation,andhe

hoped that Japan would respond favorably to his overtures.
According to Ambassador Nomura, Germany was still trying to bring about peace through

the influence of the United States, though Japan was in no way involved in the plans proposed
byGermany.TheCabinetmemberreportedthatthoughheandotherCabinetmembersop-posedGermany'sterms,theywerefavoredbysomeofhiscolleagueswhowereagainstthe

Japanese- United States understanding. 26174.TheUnitedStatesFreezesJapaneseAssets(July25,2941).
OnJuly25,1941theUnitedStatesfrozeJapaneseassetsbyanordersimilartothatbywhich

assets of various European countries had been frozen on June 14, 1941. This measure brought
allfinancial,importandexporttradetransactionsinwhichJapaneseinterestswereinvolved

under the control of the United States, and imposed criminal penalties for violations of the
order. Simultaneously, at the request of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, President Roosevelt
extended the freezing control to Chinese assets in the United States for the purpose of helping
theChinesegovernment.JapanesebanksinLosAngeleswereinspectedbyexaminersandall

safes were sealed on the evening of July 25, 1941.262
TheJapaneseweremuchconcernedlestthefreezingofcommercialassetsincludeinterfer-

ence with the departure of Japanese ships from American ports. According to Ambassador

Nomura,whenMr.WakasugihadconferredwithMr.HamiltonoftheStateDepartment,he

261il, 182.

262il, 183.
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had asked whether or not the American government intended to tie up or seize Japanese
ships.263 Mr. Hamilton had replied that the State Department had nothing to do with this,
but when Mr. Wakasugi asked for an official declaration concerning the intention of the Unitedto
for freezing Japanese assets, Japanese restrictions on foreign business transactions would be
put into effect on July 28, 1941. Similar action would be taken in Manchukuo and in Chinaall a
replied that the authority of the President was derived from the Espionage Act of July 15, 1917;

commercial shipments for the sake of national defense.266

75. Ambassador Grew Visits Foreign Minister Toyoda (July 25, 1941).

(a) Ambassador Grew's Report.266A

issue an official statement concerning its agreement with France to jointly defend French
Indo-China, and for that reason he wished to inform the United States of Japan's reasons andonthe
bassador expressed his pleasure in noting that the Japanese statement said, "Japan has no
intention at all of making the southern part of Indo-China a base of armed advancement

disappointed by the promises of former Japanese Ministers that only facts and actions would
be relied upon in the future.

Ambassador Grew then outlined the successive steps of Japan's southward advance, and
indicated America's concern with the threats to Singapore and the Netherlands East Indies.

Foreign Minister Toyoda again emphasized Japan's peaceful intentions and said that Japan

government, and commented on the importance of avoiding measures which would provoke
the Japanese people and disrupt Japanese-American relations.,

(b) Foreign Minister Toyoda's Report. 267

that in the area of Burma, Singapore and French Indo-China, Japan was being encircled by

'63ll, 184; "Memorandum by the Chief of the Div~sion of Far Eastern Affairs (Hamilton)", July 25, 1941, S.D., II,
265-166.

'6.Ibid.

265ll, 185

26611, 186.

'66A"Memorandum by the Ambassador in Japan (Grew)", July 25, 1941, S.D., II, 317-318; "Press Release issued bytheofon24,II,
the American Ambassador in Japan (Grew)", S.D., ll, 318-319.

'6'11, 187.
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1941StatesseizeJapaneseships,Mr.HamiltonrepliedthathedidnotnotthinkitnecessaryfortheAmericangovernmenttotoguaranteethispoint.AmbassadorNomurapromisedafurtherOnJuly27,TokyoannouncedthatinretaliationagainstBritainandtheUnitedStatesToTokyo'srequestforinformationconcerninglegalauthorityunderwhichPresidentRoosevelthadactedfreezingJapaneseassetsininthetheUnitedStates,AmbassadorNomura aauthorizingcommandeeringships;andlawlawstipulatingthethetheorderpriorityofofof ForeignMinisterToyodainformedAmbassadorGrewthatonthefollowingdayJapanwould intentions.HehandedAmbassadorGrewcopyJapanesestatement,who,afterhehadreadit,repliedcitingsomepassagesofofofaastatementmadetothethethepressbybySecretaryDenyingthatJapanwasbeingencircledoractingtoprotectInd9-China,theAmericanAm-againstadjoiningareas".

Hesaid,however,thattheUnitedStateshadbeensofrequently hadnoterritorialambitions.HeaskedAmbassadorGrewconveythisinformationtotohis InhistalkwithAmbassadorGrewonJuly25,1941,ForeignMinisterToyoda,pointingout 

reportTokyowheneverhereceiveddefinitewordregardingtheseizureofJapaneseships.264wheretransactionsinvolvingBritainandAmericawouldbeplacedonlicensebasis.265
Wellesprecedingday. 
DepartmentStateJuly1941",S.D.,315-317;"TheJapaneseMinisterforForeignAffairs(Toyoda)to 



hostile forces, compared Japan's occupation of French Indo-China as a measure of joint de-
fense for that country to Britain's occupation of Syria.

Denying the accuracy of a statement made by Mr. Welles on July 24, 1941 at a press confer-
ence, which indicated that the occupation of northern French Indo-China by the Japanese was
only a preliminary step toward a further southward advance, Foreign Minister Toyoda indi-
cated that he had informed the American government of the action about to be taken by
Japan because of his friendship with the American Ambassador.to a
that Japan did not intend to use southern French Indo-China as a base for further advance-

ment to adjacent territories. According to Ambassador Grew, the United States would be verytono
76. Ambassador Grew Visits Foreign Minister Toyoda (July 26, 1941).

(a) Ambassador Grew's Report. 269

ment of Japanese bases in southern Indo-China and the consequent freezing of Japanese

Welles' conversation with Ambassador Nomura, he conveyed the substance of it to the For-
eign Minister. Profoundly concerned with the rupture of these Washington conferences, and

ernment, Admiral Toyoda assured Mr. Grew that all French Indo-China negotiations had been

parison between the Japanese action and the measures taken by England in Syria.
Although Admiral Toyoda reiterated the view that the situation between the United States

with other Japanese governments that little credence could be given to their pledges or assur-

urged the Foreign Minister to exercise his influence in the prevention of further deterioration
of relations between Japan and the United States.

(b) Foreign Minister Toyoda's Report. 270

entire contents of a telegram which gave the details of a conversation on July 23, 1941 between
Ambassador Nomura and Assistant Secretary of State Welles.

French Indo-China had been a result of pressure from Germany. According to the Foreign

Minister, Japan had acted only as a result of a friendly treaty between Japan and France for
the purpose of jointly defending French Indo-China against the fate of Syria, though Mr.

nese advances. According to Foreign Minister Toyoda, Japan had no object other than the
maintenance of peace in the Pacific.

'6"Ibid.

'6""Memorandum by the Ambassador in Japan {Grew)", July 26,1941, S.D., II, 532-534.
'71'11,188.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORAccordingAdmiralToyoda'sreport,AmbassadorGrewhadplacedgreatdealofimport-happyreceiveJapan'sassurancethatfurthersouthwardmovementwasintended.268anceonpointinmemorandumhandedtohimbythethetheForeignMinister,whichindicatedAtrequestofMinisterforForeignAffairs,AdmiralToyoda,AmericanAmbassadorGrewcalledtodiscussatlengthstrainedsituationwhichhadarisenfromthethethetheestablish-assetsintheUnitedStates.SinceAmbassadorGrewhadreceivedareportofActingSecretary particularlydisturbedbyMr.Welles'remarkregardingGermanpressureontheFrenchgovcarriedonanyoutsidepressure.HealsoattemptedtodrawwithoutwithoutsuccessacomandJapanwasbasedsolelyonanAmericanmisunderstandingofJapan'struepurposes,Mr.GrewrefutedthisstatementwithreplythatthetheUnitedStateshadlearnedfromexperience ances.Ratherthanhavethemeetingendinanatmosphereofdefeatism,AmbassadorGrew TheForeignMinistertoldNomurathatAmbassadorAmbassadorGrewhadreadto
himthe ForeignMinisterToyodadifferedwithMr.WellesinhisopinionthatJapan'sactionson WellesbelievedthatFrenchIndo-ChinahadbeenoccupiedtosecurebasesforfurtherJapa



Announcing his chagrin because Japanese-American relations had deteriorated so rapidly
inlessthantwoweeksaftertheformationofanewcabinet,ForeignMinisterToyodablamed

the situation on American misunderstanding of the real intentions of the Japanese govern-
ment. Warning that further restrictions by the United States would provoke Japanese opinion,
whichwasalreadyresentfulbecauseofUnitedStates'aidtoChina,ForeignMinisterToyoda

claimed that it would be difficult for the Japanese government to suppress the emotions of the

Japanesepeople.TotheForeignMinister'sinquiryconcerningtheaccuracyofMr.Welles'quotationofSecretaryHull'sremarksthathe"wasunabletoseethattherewasnowanybasisforcontinuingthetalkswhichAdmiralNomuraandMr.Hullhadbeenconducting",Ambas-sadorGrewhadmadenodefinitereplyonthegroundsthathewasnotyetfamiliarwiththe

recent order freezing Japanese assets.

ForeignMinisterToyodainstructedAmbassadorNomuraandhissubordinatestoempha-sizeateveryopportunitythatJapan'sactionwasonewhichcouldnothavebeenavoidedin

the light of internal and external circumstances. 27177.AmbassadorGrewVisitsForeignMinisterToyoda(July27,1941).
(a) Ambassador Grew's Report. 272

SincethereportofPresidentRoosevelt'sproposaltoAmbassadorNomurahadreachedMr.GrewafterhismeetingonJuly26,1941withtheJapaneseForeignMinister,onJuly27,1941theAmericanAmbassadorcalledonAdmiralToyodaofhisowninitiativeforan"offtherecord"conversationconcerningthesenewdevelopments.Emphasizingthathewasactingwithouttheofficialauthorityofhisgovernmentandonlybecausethematterwarrantedim-

mediate action, Mr. Grew then began to discuss the substance of President Roosevelt's sug-
gestion, only to learn that Ambassador Nomura had not yet informed the Japanese ForeignOfficeofitsprovisions.

When Admiral Toyoda had heard the terms of the proposed agreement, however, he stated

thatithadcometoolate,sincepublicopinioninJapanwasnowarousedagainsttheUnited

States because of its freezing of Japanese assets. Nevertheless, he agreed to examine the
President's proposal more carefully and to discuss it fully with other high officials.

Reminding the Foreign Minister that any reply. to President Roosevelt's suggestion woulq
have to be conveyed through the Japanese in Washington after the receipt of his report in
Japan,Mr.Grewtookthisopportunitytoexpresshisownpersonalviews.Referringtothefullandfreeaccesstofoodsuppliesandrawmaterialspermittedunderthisagreement,the

American Ambassador stated that President Roosevelt's proposal adequately solved the prob-
lemofJapaneseencirclement.WhenaskedifthisalsoappliedtotheDutchEastIndiesaswellasFrenchIndo-China,Mr.GrewpointedoutthattheconversationsinWashingtonhad

dealt with the question of equal opportunity and free movement of trade throughout the
entire area of the Pacific.

Foreign Minister Toyoda again reiterated the resentment felt in Japan because of the freez-
ingofJapaneseassetsbytheUnitedStates.Thoughstillspeakingunofficially,Mr.GrewassuredtheForeignMinisterthattheadministrationofthisExecutiveOrderwasextremely

flexible, and stated that he believed there would be no reluctance on the part of the American
government to facilitate any Japanese efforts toward peace in the Pacific.

Whilerecognizingthe"face-saving"elementthatJapanmustbeconcernedwith,Mr.Grew

urged Admiral Toyoda to act in conformity with the highest statesmanship, and to relieve the
dangerous situation which had arisen.

27!II, 189. I

""'Memorandum by the Ambassador inJapan (Grew", July 27,1941, S.D., 11,534-537.

70



(b) Foreign Minister Toyoda's Report.

78. Welles-Nomura Conversation (July 28,1941).

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 273

questioned regarding the status of Japanese vessels in American territorial waters, Mr. Welles
stated that the Treasury Department, for the time being and under present conditions, would
grant prompt clearan~e to any of these vessels in American ports, and that licenses would be
freely issued to permit the purchase of food supplies for the crew and fuel for the ships.

Nomura then spoke of his desire to see the present difficult situation passed over without fur-

sador of the extreme patience demonstrated by the United States in its dealings with Japan,

be drafted.

in the dealings between nations of the Pacific area, and the establishment of equal opportu-
nity on non-discriminatory terms. Since President Roosevelt's proposal had assured Japan of
the economic and commercial stability which it desired with regard to the United States,

mise solution. When Mr. Welles also expressed his surprise that the Japanese Ambassador had
not immediately conveyed to Tokyo the complete terms of President Roosevelt's proposal,
Ambassador Nomura replied that he had now done so.

In concluding the meeting, Mr. Welles informed the Japanese Ambassador that it seemed
to him that Japan had now undertaken a policy completely different from that which had been
under discussion with the United States, and hence any compromise would amount to an
abandoning of American principles. When, Ambassador Nomura requested that President

optimistic, promised to try to arrange an interview.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 274

Ambassador Nomura reported to Tokyo that on July 28, 1941 he had conversed with Mr.
Welles. Though peace had been maintained between the United States and Japan for ninety

that Foreign Minister Toyoda had not yet been informed of them. Ambassador Nomura replied

that only the gist of President Roosevelt's proposals had been reported at first, but a detailed
report had been sent later.

would not interfere with the export of American materials to Japan, if Japan would avoid con-

'73"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 28, 1941, S.D., II, 537-539.
mII,190-191.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORviewpoint(DoDcomment).ThereisnodispatchavailablewhichgivesdetailsofthismeetingfromthetheJapaneseOnafternoonJuly28,JapaneseAmbassadorcalledActingSecretaryofofStatetoquestionhimononcertainAmericanpoliciesconnectedwiththethethethefreezingorder.When ExpressinghissatisfactionwithattitudeofthetheUnitedStatesinthismatter,Ambassador therdeteriorationinrelationsbetweentwocountries.RemindingthethetheJapaneseAmbas-Mr.WellesrejectedtheJapaneserepresentative'ssuggestionthatsomesortofacompromise Mr.WellespointedoutthatpolicyofAmericawasthetherenunciationofforceandconquest GreatBritain,theNetherlandsandChina,therewasnoconceivablegroundforanycompro-RooseveltseeColonelIwakurobeforethelatter'sdepartureforJapan,Mr.Welles,thoughnot years,itevident,Nomuradeclared,unlesssomewayoutwaswasfoundpresentpoliciesbeingpursuedbyboth

JapanUnitedStates,relationswouldbecomeincreasinglycritical.Mr.WellesrepliedthethetherecentproposalsPresidentRooseveltsoundandandthatthatthattheywerewereconsiderableimportance.Inspiteofofofthis,AmbassadorAmbassadorGrewhadhadreportedfromfromTokyo Mr.WellesrepeatedstatementmadebyPresidentRooseveltthatthetheUnitedStates 



quest through the use of force. Furthermore, according to Mr. Welles, the safety of French
Indo-China was not in danger.

In the same report in which Ambassador Nomura discussed his latest conversation withwarasIfweattheinainup
and China, and probably the U.S.S.H. as well.OurtotheinofandareInwartheain

I beg of you to give careful considerations before you take any steps. It may be true that circumstances may ariseIalloftheaItis
ing glory of our country."?580.The

commercial consuls and secretaries already on the diplomatic list, permission to increase their
number or to replace them would not be given, in accordance with the policy begun in 1939. For

but would not be placed on the diplomatic list.276

81. The Bombing of the Tutuila (July 30, 1941).

In the midst of the very delicate diplomatic situation created by the Japanese occupation
of French Indo-China, an incident of dangerous potentialities occurred at Chungking, where,

tered.

I(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 277

30, 1941 to give him a copy of the report relating to the bombing of the American area in Chung-
king, and asked him for answers to the following questions:1.Didthisor

2. What responsibility, if any, would the Japanese government assume for it?3.in
a recurrence of any such action. .
Mr. Welles reminded the Japanese Ambassador of the solemn pledge of the Japanese gov-

ernment at the time of the sinking of the U.S.S. Panay that such action would not be repeated.

27"11, 192.

277"The Acting Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Japan (Grew)", S.D., I, 719-720.
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79.AmbassadorNomuraWarnsTokyooftheDangersofWar.movingtowardsinEastAsia.AmbassadorNomuraexpressedhissentimentsfollows:looktrenddetachedmanner,wefindthatwearemovingalone,headingtowardtheworstpossibleeventualityEastAsia,andmaycomeagainstBritain,theUnitedStates,theNetherlandsEastIndies,dutyrestrainUnitedStatesbehalfGerman(twobadlygarbledlines)theUnitedStatesGermanyavoidingarmedconflict.themeantime,andunconsciously,wearerushingtowardsaagainstGreatBritainandUnitedStates;warwhichwewewouldhavetostandaloneagainstthem.whichneedimmediatelocalattentionfromthemilitary.Politically,however,beseechyoutotakeabroadview,considerangles,beforemakingmove.myundyinghopethatyouproceedinbehalfoftheeverlast-UnitedStatesRestrictsJapaneseEconomicActivities. 
takeplaceuponinstructionby,knowledgeof,responsibleauthorities?WhatprecisemeasuresdetaildoestheJapanesegovernmentintendtotaketowardeffectivelypreventing 

ActingSecretaryWelles,theJapaneseAmbassadorwarnedhisForeignOfficethatJapanwas OnJuly29,AmbassadorNomurawasinformedthatviewgreatincreasenumberofofJapanesewithstatuslivinginininNewYork,onlyrankingCommercialFinancialAttacheAttachewouldbeplacedonthethethethediplomaticdiplomaticlist.Asforfinancialandand thisreason,AssistantFinancialAttacheYosimurawouldbepermittedtoresideinNewYork, operationbytwenty-sixJapaneseheavybombers,onebombstruckUS.S.TutuilaininareaverynearnearthetheUnitedStatesEmbassy.ActingSecretaryofStateWellesrequestedAmbassadorNomuratotocalluponhimsothatanananofficialcomplaintcouldberegis-Mr.WellesstatedthathehadcalledinJapaneseAmbassadoronthethemorningofJuly 275U,190. 



Furthermore, similar pledges had been repeatedly disregarded. The Japanese Ambassador

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report.27a

receive the memorandum concerning the bombing of the US.S. Tutuila. Acting Secretary
Welles, with an "extremely austere 100k",279 and stating that he spoke in the name of President
Roosevelt, had asked the following questions:

1. theaa
did the present incident happen?2.sortofdidthea3.TheinsodidthisIto
ernment.

According to Ambass_ador Nomura's reply to Mr. Welles, the bombing had taken place acci-

ment.28082.of
velt on the occasion of his formal introduction early in 1941, President Roosevelt had said that

Ambassador Nomura remarked that the latest incident had been most inopportune be-

Ambassador Nomura did not attempt to disguise the disturbed feelings of American officials
at this moment, as the following passage indicates:ItheonI

swer to suit them that they are going to take some drastic steps. . . .asItoitone
83. Ambassador Nomura Suggests that Japan Discontinue the Bombing of Chungking.

In conformity with his views that some immediate action would have to be initiated to off-

set the bad impression created in America by the latest Japanese bombing in China, Ambas-

bombing Chungking for a time and to publish this decision without delay. 282

Japanese authorities in Tokyo were as much concerned about the bombing of the US.S.

278II, 193-194.

27"II, 193.
28°Ibid.

281II, 195.

282II, 196.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORwasrequestedtotakethematterupimmediatelywithhisMinisterforForeignAffairs.
AmbassadorNomurareportedthatActingSecretaryWelleshadrequestedhimtocallto WhenPanayincidenthappenedthePresidentgotguaranteethatsuchthingwouldnotrecur,sowhyUnderwhatordersJapaneseforcesandresponsibleofficialspermitsuchdeed?AmericanEmbassyChungkingandthegunboatareontheothersideofthecity,supposedlyinasafeplace,howincidentcomeabout?Now,wantgetanimmediateexplanationfromtheJapanesegov

dentlysincetheriveratChungkingwasverynarrowandnoviceaviatorswerequiteapttomakemistakes.Inordertostopsuchuntowardevents,itwouldbenecessaryeithertostopbombingChungkingortomovetheAmericanEmbassyandthegunboat.AmbassadorNomurathenaskedpermissiontodelayhisofficialansweruntilhecouldreporttohisgovern- AmbassadorNomuraWarnsTokyotheSeriousnes~oftheTutuilaAffair.
AmbassadorNomurapointedoutthatduringhisfirstconversationwithPresidentRooseheandSecretaryHullhadsucceededinrestrainingAmericanpopularopinionatthetimeofthePanayincident.However,anothersuchincidentwouldmakeitimpossibletocalmthestorm. causepopulardemandforthefreezingofJapanesefundswassubsidingjustwhenithappened. Todayknewfromhardlookstheirfacesthattheymeantbusinessandcouldseethatifwedonotan-Thingsbeingtheyare,needpointoutyougentlementhatinmyopinionisnecessarytotakewithoutmoment'shesitationsomeappeasementmeasures.Pleasewiremebackattheearliestpossiblemoment.281 

sadorNomurasuggestedtohisForeignMinisterthatthebestpossiblestepwouldbetostop TutuilaaswasAmbassadorNomurahimself.TheForeignMinisterinformedAmbassadorNomurathatevenbeforereceivingofficialwordfromtheAmericanEmbassy,hehadsent 



Vice-Minister Yamamoto to express the deep regret of the Japanese government at this most
unfortunate occurrence.283 Furthermore, the Minister of the Navy sent an officer to call on the

American Naval Attache to express the regret of the Japanese Navy for the damage done by

dor Grew to call on him to receive the expression of the regrets of the Japanese government at

plaint.285 Foreign Minister Toyoda said that the incident was a mistake on the part of an avia-

authorities had been exercising the greatest caution to prevent the recurrence of such incidents,

Minister Toyoda promised to see to it that Japanese military personnel would give absolute
obedience to these instructions in the future. 286

84. Tokyo Orders the Discontinuance of Bombing at Chungking.

view of the general state of relations between Japan and America, the bombing of Chungking
would be suspended for a time. However, if this action were publicly announced in America,
public opinion in Japan might be shocked. Pointing out that such a reaction might defeat the
very purpose of the discontinuance of the bombing, Tokyo asked that the United States keep
this decision confidential. 287

request that the apology of the Japanese government for the Tutuila incident be conveyed
promptly to President Roosevelt. Furthermore, the Japanese government would suspend all

pared to pay indemnities for any damage to American property which had occurred from thisintheof
the Acting Secretary of State that the United States had accepted Japan's apology in connec-
tion with the Tutuila incident and that the matter would henceforth be closed.289

85. Ambassador Nomura Reports British-German Peace Negotiations.

Ambassador Nomura reported to Tokyo, on July 28, 1941, that reports emanating from

of these rumors, he pointed out that the German government had expanded its personnel in

cans of German extraction. 290

283I1,197; S.D., I, 720.

28<Ibid.: S.D., I, 722.
285I1,198.
286Ibid.

287I1,199.
288I1,200-201.

28"I1,202.
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JapaneseNavalAirForces.284 
bombing,thoughopinionAmbassadorNomurathedamagehadbeenaccidental.288 

AmbassadorNomurawasalsoinformedthattheForeignMinisterhadrequestedAmbassasametimethatAmbassadorpresentedofficialtextofthethethetheAmericanAmericancomtor,butthatnomatterwhatthecausemightbe,itwasmuchtoberegrettedsinceJapanese andhadrecentlyissuedstrictordersconcerningthem.Asaformermilitaryman,Foreign AmbassadorNomurawasrequestedtoinformPresidentRooseveltimmediatelythat,in AmbassadorNomuracalledActingSecretaryWellesonontheafternoonofJuly31,1941to bombingoperationsovercityareaofChungking,andthetheJapanesegovernmentwaspre-Afterthis,AmbassadorNomurawasablereporttotohisgovernmenttheannouncementof TurkeyBritish-Germanpeacenegotiationswereentirelywithoutfoundation.Furthermore,PresidentRooseveltandActingSecretaryWellesintimatedthatMayorLaGuardiaNewYork,formernationalheadciviliandefense,hadhadinadvertently

divulgedsomeinformationconcerningconcerningthis.ThoughAmbassadorNomurawasnotnotcertainofofofthetruth theUnitedStatesandwassuccessfullyengagedinundercoverwork,especiallyamongAmeri



86. Welles-Nomura Conversation (July 31, 1941).

(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 291

Speaking in behalf of President Roosevelt, Secretary of State Sumner Welles informed

denouncing the act as totally without justification, President Roosevelt nevertheless offered

guarantee Japan's trade and territorial integrity.

(b) Ambassador Ngmura's Report.isnoof
87. Japan Explains to Germany Its Policy in the Hull-Nomura Conferences.

Foreign Minister Toyoda, on July 31, 1941, sent a very important message to Berlin in which
he discussed the policy of Japan in its dealings with the United States and in its relations with
its Axis partners. Pointing out that Ambassador Oshima in Berlin had been adivising the

ter Toyoda stated that after a conference with Japanese military authorities, he wished to
enunciate the policies and views of the government, in accordance with which Ambassador

cabinet meeting on' July 2, 1941 the broad outline of Japanese policy for the future had been
drawn, and ever since that time the Japanese government had been devoting every effort to
achieve the objectives of that policy.

north and south made it necessary for it to prepare for an all-out war. 292 Despite the fact that

pressed by Foreign Minister Toyoda as follows:andaresoitsaveitslife,toof
take steps to break asunder this ever-strengthening chain of encirclement which is being woven under the guid-
ance, and with the participation of England and the United States, acting like a cunning dragon seemingly asleep.iswetoin
tory.

That step in itself, I dare say, gave England and the United States, not to mention Russia, quite a set-back inthethattoingtheevilaitto
take advantage of the situation. Caution would have to be exercised by Japan, however, so that

war proceeded too swiftly, Japan would not have time to take any effective parallel action.

2""'Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State" July 31,1941, by Sumner Welles, S.D., II, 539-540.
2"2II, 204.

2"3II, 205.
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TherereportavailableAmbassadorNomuraconcerningthismeeting(DoDcomment). 
CommercialeconomicrelationsbetweenJapanandthirdcountries,ledbyEnglandandtheUnitedStates,graduallybecominghorriblystrainedthatwecannotenduremuchlonger.Consequently,ourEmpire,toverymusttakemeasuressecuretherawmaterialstheSouthSeas;ourEmpiremustimmediatelyThatwhydecidedobtainmilitarybasesFrenchIndo-Chinaandtohaveourtroopsoccupythatterri-PacificoughthelpGermany,andnowJapanese-Americanrelationsaremorerapidlythanevertread-road.ThisshowswhatblowhasbeentheUnitedStates.2"3 

JapaneseAmbassadorUnitedStateslearnedthatthatJapanwasnowmakingthethethesameeconomicandmilitarydemandsThailandasithadhadononFrenchIndo-China.While includeThailandintheproposal,whichhehadmadewithregardFrenchIndo-China,tototo JapaneseOfficefromtimetimeconcerningwhatitoughtdotototohelpGermany,whichdesiredassistanceinitswaragainstRussia,(SeeSections137-141,163)ForeignForeignMinis-Oshimawastoactfuture.HeremindedthetheJapaneseAmbassadorBerlinthatininina AlthoughChinaincidentalreadylastedforfouryearsandexpendedmuchstrengthintryingendit,dangersofnewsituationwhichJapanJapanhadhadhadtotofacefromthethethethe GermanyshouldunderstandpositionJapanverywellsincediplomatsTokyohadbeenmadeawareit,ForeignMinisterToyodafearedthatGermanGermanauthoritiesininBerlinnotfullyinformed.Thereasons

forthetheJapaneseseizuresofofofFrenchIndo-Chinawerewereex-AccordingForeignMinisterToyoda,Russian-GermanwargivenJapananexcellentopportunitysettlethethenorthernquestion,andalreadypreparationshadhadbeenmadetototo rightmomentforanattackwouldbewellchosen,especiallysince,ifthetheRussian-German 



Knowing that the Germans were dissatisfied because of Japanese negotiations with the
United States, Foreign Minister Toyoda stated that Japan had desired to prevent the United

credit for keeping the United States out of the war as follows:

foundness of the determination of the Empire of Japan and restrained her from plunging into the conflict against
Germany.29<

Remarking that the Japanese-American conversations had been started at a time which

fteemed opportune to Japan, Admiral Toyoda stated that complete trust between Japan and

Japanese viewpoint, since Japan would now have to settle, not only the Chinese incident, butalsotoa
Assuring Germany that Japan was making every effort to cooperate, Admiral Toyoda de-

clared that the fundamental spirit of the Tripartite Pact consisted of allowing each partner a
certain flexibility of action:

What I mean to say is that each should understand that real cooperation does not necessarily mean completeofInweuseourtheofallourbeaoftheoftheisaistheof
time to engage in any light unpremeditated or over-speedy action. 296

88. Tokyo Decides to Continue the Hull-Nomura Conversations.

given to the proposal of President Roosevelt that French Indo-China be neutralized in exchange
for a guarantee of those essential raw materials which Japan needed. However, the Foreign
Office warned that some time would elapse before the Japanese government would be able to
express an opinion regarding the proposal because of the critical political situation at home
and abroad, and also because of the great importance of the question.

sideration of his proposal as indicated by its unusual action in trying to adjust Japanese-
American relations.297 Measures had been taken by Japan to avoid exciting Japanese public
opinion, though, at the same time, American newspaper correspondents had been granted
every facility. Furthermore, in order to avoid the recurrence of such unpleasant incidents as
that of the US.S. Tutuila, Foreign Minister Toyoda advised the United States to free itself of
legal theories and to cooperate with Japan by removing the gunboat to safe waters.298 According
to the Foreign Minister, disruption of Japanese-American negotiations would take place unless

asked that the United States reciprocate Japan's action by avoiding fault-finding, and by

convey these sentiments to President Roosevelt so that Japanese-American diplomatic nego-
tiations could continue in the future. 299

29<Il, 206.
295Ibid.

296Il,207.

297Il, 208.

29sIl, 209.

29"IT,210.
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LethimwhowillgainsaythefactthatasaresultwehaveindeliblyimpressedupontheUnitedStatesthepro-meetnewchallengefromthenorth.295symmetryaction.otherwords,shouldtrusteachotherandwhilestrivingtowardonegeneralobjective,eachowndiscretionwithinboundsgoodjudgment.Thus,measureswhichEmpireshalltakewillbasedupondeterminationtobringaboutthesuccessobjectivesTripartitePact.ThatthisfactprovenbythepromulgationofanImperialrescript.Weareeverworkingtowardrealizationthoseobjectives,andnowduringthisdireemergencyiscertainlyno 
StatesfromgettingintoEuropeanwar,wellasastosettlethetheChineseincident.Heclaimed essential.Moreover,heremindedAmbassadorOshimathatGermanyGermanyhadstartedwarwithRussiatosuititsownconveniencewhenitwaswasleastdesirablefromthethe OnAugust2,ForeignMinisterToyodasentwordthatcarefulconsiderationwasbeing AmbassadorNomurawasrequestedtoinformPresidentRooseveltofJapan'sseriouscon-ahigherdegreestatesmanshipwereexercisedbyleadersofofbothAmericaandJapan.He maintaininganintelligentandconstructiveattitude.AmbassadorNomurawasinstructedto 



89. Ambassador Nomura Consults an American Cabinet Member.3Oo

Ambassador Nomura reported to Tokyo, on August 2, 1941, that in view of the fact that

rently being imposed on the export of oil, he had secretly interviewed a member of the Ameri-
can cabinet. During the course of the discussion, the Japanese Ambassador explained that the

was to be maintained, and negotiations were to be carried on to facilitate the supply of raw

preparing to occupy Siberia, which demonstrated, according to Ambassador Nomura, that he
had paid little attention to the Japanese Ambassador's previous explanation.

of Japan, since he had been intensely interested in adjusting Japanese-American relations.

"easy men", and as having played into the hands of the Japanese.

however, he played a very active role in support of President Roosevelt's moves to avert a
Japanese-American war. Ambassador Nomura reported that in this conversation of August 2,thethisistheIattheisthetheisatofaofisa

attain her object, the United States is endeavoring to get Soviet Russia and China, to say nothing of Great Britainandthetoin
than expected has proved to be an advantage to the United States. However, the aforementioned cabinet member

did not speak so optimistically as the President, in a newspaper interview yesterday, is reported to have alleged
his confidant Hopkins to have spoken. The cabinet member believes firmly in the necessity of this war lasting for

several years for the reason that due to destruction of her men and materials, and due to the shortage of oil, Germany
would not be able to do anything on a great scale even after the fighting on the Eastern Front has come to an end,andthebeinto
be in favor of her ."°290.
According to Ambassador Nomura, the recent embargo on oil shipments to Japan, estab-

lished by the United States, was the first economic restriction of the United States since the

but because of Japan's penetration to the south, Ambassador Nomura warned that American
economic pressure would continue until it became clear that Japan was going to put an end

Furthermore, the sale of silk to the American public had been stopped, which would be a severe
blow to Japan, although unemployment would also affect American silk workers.

3°"II,211.
3OlIbid.
3O2Ibid.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
Japanese-Americanrelationsweregrowingworseconstantlyandthatanembargowascur-JapaneseoccupationofFrenchIndo-Chinawasnecessarybecauseofthegeneraldiplomaticsituationandwasnottobepermanent.Theintegrityofadjacentcountries,waters,andcolonies materials.However,theAmericanCabinetmemberhadthenaskedwhetherornotJapanwas TheCabinetmembermentionedSecretaryHull'sgreatdisappointmentatthelatestaction BothheandSecretaryHullwerebeingridiculedbytheirCabinetcolleaguesashavingbeen 

-

TheAmericanCabinetmemberwasnotidentifiedinAmbassadorNomura'sdispatch,1941CabinetmemberstatedthatPresidentRooseveltdidnotwantwar.301
AmbassadorNomurasummeduphisopinionsofthecurrentdiplomaticsituationasfollows: Nowwaylookmatter:TheUnitedStatestryingtorestrainJapan,firstofall,bywaginganeconomicwar,althoughgovernmentauthoritiesclaimthattheyaremerelytakingcounter-measuresagainstJapan'spolicy.But,thatUnitedStatesthesametimemakingmilitarypreparationsagainstthepossibleeventualityclasharmsfactwithwhichyouarealreadyfamiliar.Furthermore,itseemsthatinordertoDutchWestIndies,falllineandcooperatewithher.ThattheRusso-Germanwarislastinglongerthat,sinceUnitedStateswillablethemeantimerapidlyincreaseherproduction,thetrendwillAmbassadorNomuraAnalyzesAmericanEconomicRestrictionsAgainstJapan.

freezingoffunds.PointingoutthatitwasimposednotbecauseofthebombingoftheTutuila toitspolicyofaggression.Meanwhile,itwasreportedthatJapanintendedtomakenewdemandsformilitarybasesinThailand,andthatJapanesemilitaryforceswerebeingincreased. 



ment that Japanese aggression in French Indo-China constituted a threat to national security,
and that the attitude of the United States toward France would be determined by the actions
of Vichy in surrendering its territory to the Axis. In addition to this, Acting Secretary Welles,

north by Japan.303

Tokyo announced that if America did not freeze the assets of Japanese diplomatic establish-
ments, consulates and staff members in the United States and its other possessions, the Japa-
nese government, in turn, would exempt American diplomatic establishments, consulates,

and staff members in Japan, including Manchuria, Taiwan, and Chosen, from the regulations

governing foreign transactions. 305

91. Ambassador Nomura Requests the Assistance of Ambassador Kurusu.

much concerned with Japanese-American relations, supported the strong position taken by

ment.

Though Ambassador Nomura believed that the United States considered Japanese-Ameri-
can relations more important than its difficulties with Germany, he expected the situation to
grow less critical gradually. Much would depend upon the course of the European war. Al-
though Colonel Iwakuro and Mr. Wakasugi would report on the diplomatic situation to Foreign
Minister Toyoda at Tokyo in the near future, Ambassador Nomura warned that the situationastoIaminaIifIabeisofItoatandastoIatalltheismetotakeany

ately."0792.W4,
(a) Acting Secretary Welles' Report. 308

3O3II, 212.

3O'II, 213-214.

3osII, 215.
3osII, 216.
3O7Ibid.

3°."Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", August 4, 1941, by Acting Secretary (Sumner Welles), S.D., II,
540-546.
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AmbassadorNomurareportedthatonAugust2,1941theUnitedStateshadissuedastate-theBritishAmbassador,andtheMinistersofAustraliaandSouthAfricahadconferredonwarmeasuresandhaddiscussedDakar.AccordingtotheJapaneseAmbassador,Mr.HarryHopkinswasinMoscowtoensureRusso-Americancooperationincaseofanattackinthe FurtherdetailsconcerningAmericansupervisionofJapanesebanksinLosAngelesasaresultoftherecentfreezingdirectivewereforwardedtoTokyobyAmbassadorNomura.304 OnAugust4,1941AmbassadorNomurareportedthatAmericannewspapers,whichwere theAmericangovernment.3O6TheGallopPollindicatedthathostilitytowardJapanwasrunninghigh,butnewspapereditorsbelievedthattherewasstillsomehopeforapeacefulsettle-mightchangerapidlywithinafewdays.Consciousofhistremendousresponsibilities,Ambas

sadorNomuraexpressedhimselffollowsForeignMinisterToyoda:Nowresponsibleposition.Thoughcouldnotofferanyexcuses,mademiscalculationnow,theremightregrettableconsequences.Furthermore,myastutenessquitelimited.Therefore,assoonasthereisameanstransportationavailable,wouldlikeforyousendmesomesuchForeignOfficeexpertwellversedinaffairshomeabroadAmbassadorKurusuworkwithmeforawhile.knownothingaboutGovernment'shighpolicywhichshroudedinsecrecy,sohowcanyouexpectactionwhateverwhenmyhandsarethustied?Pleasethinkthisoverandsendmeamanimmedielles-WakasugiInterview(August1941).
SinceJapaneseMinisterWakasugiwasleavingWashingtontoreportpersonallytoPrinceKonoyeandForeignMinisterToyoda,hecalledonActingSecretaryofStateWellestoaskforhisanalysisofthecurrentstateofrelationsbetweentheUnitedStatesandJapan.ItwasMr. 



only a clear picture regarding the policies of the American government.
Agreeing fully with the Japanese Minister, Mr. Welles expressed the appreciation of Japan

and the Japanese people that he had developed through his years of service as Secretary of the
American Embassy in that country. Because of the friendly relations which had then existed

Mr. Wakasugi remarked that in the approximately thirty years he had spent in the United
States, never before had such a dangerous crisis been reached.

Secretary of State and the Foreign Minister, and in the conversations with representatives of

fundamental premise, the United States maintained a policy of peace in the Pacific by the
renunciation of all use of force and conquest against the autonomous peoples in that area, and
by the establishment of equal opportunity and fair treatment for all powers interested in the
Pacific. If Japan had adopted such a procedure, it would have enjoyed the opportunity of ob-
taining free access to raw materials and food supplies without endangering its national secu-
rity by a military or naval engagement.

for Japan had steadily adopted an attitude of aggression toward the other peoples of the Far
East. Mr. Welles remarked that this could be regarded only as the creation of a military over-

and, perhaps, in time over other areas as well. In an attempt to explain his country's situation,
Mr. Wakasugi stated that when Japan awoke from its long sleep of isolation, it found itself
surrounded by imperialistic encroachment in all the South Pacific region, and in view of its
need for land and trade, and because of its rapidly rising power as a great nation in the world,
Japan was forced to take some aggressive steps.

Welles asserted that the people of Japan would benefit more from peaceful and productive
expansion resulting from greater commercial enterprises with other nations along the lines of
equality and non-discrimination. Inevitably, the sole result of Japan's present militaristic
course, according to Mr. Welles, would be economic prostration, and possibly social and finan-
cial collapse.

this matter, since the implementation of Japan's policy of conquest already had created a
critical situation, which prejudiced the security of the United States. Repeating the terms of
President Roosevelt's proposal of July 24, 1941, Mr. Welles insisted that the Japanese Minister
could not deny that it gave security to Japan and to the other countries interested in the Far
East.

Changing the subject, Mr. Wakasugi spoke of the solution of postwar problems, and ex-
pressed his belief that a new league of nations founded on the principles of the old League

of regional federations for Europe and Africa, the Western Hemisphere, the Far East, and
finally for Russia. Disagreeing with Mr. Wakasugi's opinion, Mr. Welles stated that no eco-
nomic difficulties could be solved unless a universal approach was adopted. Furthermore, he
was particularly confident that no "new orders", inspired by either Germany or Japan, would
bring matters to a peaceful conclusion.
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Waskasugi'sopinionthatinordertobridgegapbetweenthethetwocountries,Tokyoneeded betweenthetwocountries,Mr.Wellessawnogoodreasonfortheirpresentstateofdecline. AlthoughMr.WellesfeltthatpoliciesofhisgovernmenthadbeenclearlydefinedvariouscommunicationswithJapansince1939,wellasasininlettersexchangedbetweenthethe theJapanesegovernment,nevertheless,hereiteratedthematMr.Wakasugi'srequest.Asits Thenationalpoliciesofthetwocountrieshadnotconvergedduringrecentyears,however, lordshipofJapaneseEmpirewhichwastobeimposedoncountriesinthethetheSouthPacific, ThoughrecognizingJapan'sneedforinterestsoutsideitsownnaturalboundaries,Mr. ToWakasugi'sdirectquestiononhowfarJapannowexpandwithoutrunningriskofwarwiththetheUnitedStates,Mr.Mr.Wellesrepliedthatno

linecouldcouldbedrawninregardto wouldproveneitherpracticalnorsuccessful.Asheenvisagedit,solutionlayinthethecreation 



(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 309

Ambassador Nomura reported the gist of Mr. Wakasugi's coll\;ersation of August 4, 1941
with Acting Secretary Welles. Asking for a clear analysis of the attitude of the United States
government so that he could report it to his government, Mr. Wakasugi had expressed his
desire to learn what the United States wanted of Japan in connection with Japanese-American

end of the European war.

moting friendly Japanese-American relations. The United States wished to continue the long

mutual friendship of both nations, and it had no desire to wage aggression against Japan. Ex-

Secretary to the American Embassy some twenty-five years ago, Mr. Welles stated that the

statesmanship, rather than upon force of arms. Mr. Wakasugi, agreeing with the analysis of
Mr. Welles, indicated that Europeans and Americans would not, or could not, comprehend
Japanese actions in the Far East because the Japanese program of national security collidedwith

Replying that he fully understood Japanese aspirations and objected only to the use of force
in the achievement of these ambitions, Mr. Welles explained that President Roosevelt's pro-

occupying that territory: first, to counter the joint action of other nations against Japan; sec-

to preserve French Indo-China's territorial integrity by establishing its neutrality, Japan'sfirstaimbe
hardly satisfy the demands of Japan. However, President Roosevelt would insist that all the
nations in the Pacific would agree to accept Japan as an equal in sharing their stocks of mate-wellastouseitsto

Mr. Wakasugi then declared that the United States, under the policy of "Western Hemi-

ning to particpate in Far Eastern affairs under the pretext of having special interests, though

reasons for the United States' not limiting its influence to the Western Hemisphere and leavingtoof
Although Mr. Wakasugi attempted to say that French Indo-China had been occupied

peacefully with full agreement by the French government, Mr. Welles retorted that the Vichy
government was not free and that its reception of the Japanese had been forced upon it. Mr.

'."II,217-218.
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Europeanterritorialpenetrationandeconomicpressure.wouldachieved.goodofficesdiscussJapan'sneedswiththeothernationsconcerned.time.Americawasopposed,however,theuseforcesinceworldpeaceandordercouldnotsmallcountriesintoprotectorates. 

relations,andtoexchangeopinionsconcerningworldsituationwhichwouldfollowthethe Mr.WellesrepliedthatbothheSecretaryHullweredesirousofmaintainingandandpro-pressingpersonalregardforJapanwhichhehadheldeversincehishisofficialpositionas onlyremaininghopeintheverycriticalcurrentsituationwasadependencyuponbrilliant posalfortheneutralizationofFrenchIndo-ChinawasdesignedtosatisfyJapan'stwoaimsin ond,obtainaccesstotorawmaterials.Thus,ifJapanesetroopsevacuatedFrenchIndo-China,asaresultJapan,UnitedStates,GreatBritain,thetheNetherlands,andandChinaagreed Asforrawmaterials,secondobjectiveofthetheJapanese,FrenchIndo-Chinaalonecould rials.InreplyaquestionfromWakasugi,Mr.Mr.WellesgaveassurancethattheUnitedStateswaspreparedtotoconductnegotiationswithJapanconcerningJapanesedemands,

as sphereSolidarity",controlledtheWesternHemisphereforitsownbenefit,andwasnowbegin-theydatedbacknofartherthanfiftyorsixtyyears.ToMr.Wakasugi'squeryconcerningthe orientals,Mr.WellesrepliedthatpolicyofUnitedStatesnotbasedonitsclaimsspecialprivilegesinthethethetheOrientOrientsinceitwaswaspreparedtototogiveuptheseatanybebroughtaboutifJapanwerepermittedtoimitateChancellorHitlerbyconvertingvariousWakasugithenstatedthatwhentwonationsindissimilarcircumstancesandwithdifferent 



disaster, the actions of each country must be limited by some means, geographic or otherwise.
Mr. Wakasugi then asked what the United States demanded of Japan, and what the United

a clear reply to these questions, and said that reports had been received concerning Japan's

ever, for the United States believed that Japan would become better off financially and eco-
nomically only if it followed a strictly peaceful policy. 310

establishment, in one form or another, of a world-wide league to enforce order. According to

Mr. Welles, talk of disarmament would almost certainly arise, but nothing would come of theseraw
Citing Mr. Stimson's policy at the time of the Manchurian incident, which held that the

United States would not recognize any gains made by the use of force, Mr. Wakasugi indicated
that American acquisitions in the Caribbean Sea had been the fruits of warfare. Mr. Welles

repeat itself forever, progress could not be made in mankind since one had to change one's
policies in accordance with the times.by

This ends Part A which described the delicate diplomatic situation confronting Secretary
Hull and Ambassador Nomura in the early days of August 1941 when the invasion of French
Indo-China by Japanese military forces seemed destined to end the Hull-Nomura conversa-
tions. However, just when there seemed to be no further hope of successfully continuing these

instructed to present to Secretary Hull on August 6, 1941. This new presentation and the events
consequent upon this renewed activity of the Japanese will be discussed in Chapter III, (Vol-III)ofthis

31"Ibid.
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policiesinsistedontheirowninterpretations,warcouldnotbeavoided.However,toprevent Stateswantedforitself.AccordingtoAmbassadorNomura,ActingSecretaryWellesavoided intentionstomovefurthersouthintoThailand.Thisactionwouldmakeconditionsworsethan Asforthepostwarsituation,Mr.Wellessaidthatthebasicprincipleofthefutureshouldbetheequalaccessibilitytorawmaterialsbyallthecountriesoftheworld,andheurgedthe

talksunlessmaterialswerefirstmadeaccessible. 
repliedthatcertainpointsofUnitedStateshistorywerequiteobjectionable,butinmoderntimestheUnitedStateshadstriventocorrectthesewrongs.Furthermore,ifhistorywereto AtthispointAmbassadorNomurainformedTokyothathewouldomitsomeofthepointsdiscussedActingSecretaryWellesandMr.Wakasugi. 
discussions,theJapanesegovernmentsentanewproposalwhichAmbassadorNomurawasum~series. 



OUTLINE

Japanese Intelligence Reports in Diplomatic Messages.

(a) Japanese Reports from the United States

(c) Japanese Reports from Cuba

(d) Japanese Reports from the Philippine Islands

(e) Japanese Reports from the Hawaiian Islands

During the period from May 12 to August 6, 1941 the Japanese evinced great interest in the

93. Japanese Reports from the United States.

secure intelligence from its agents in the United States, Germany and Spain. Mr. Taro Tera-

saki, recently assigned as Chief of Japanese Intelligence and propaganda work in the United
States, warned Tokyo that the United States government was tending toward entrance into
the war. For this reason he emphasized, in a report to Tokyo on May 19, 1941, the importance
of securing funds, establishing contacts with influential persons, and acquiring personnel for
intelligence work. The Dies Committee and restrictive regulations regarding foreigners and
Americans in foreign employ made the task difficult for the Japanese. 311

a fleet in the Indian Ocean, asked Japanese officials in Singapore to pay particular attention

States, to observe the movements of the American navy and to report on the number of ships
pressed into service for the army and navy.313 In accordance with these requests, it was reported
to Tokyo that the Saratoga, the Chester, the Louisville, and the Twelfth Destroyer Squadron,withfiveon.SeeOFforaof

3l2I1, 220.

313I1,221-223.
,uII, 224.
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OFPARTB4(b)JapaneseReportsfromthePanamaCanalPARTB-JAPANESEINTELLIGENCEINDIPLOMATICMESSAGES
movementofAmericanwarships.ThegrowingtensionindiplomaticrelationsbetweenthetwocountrieswasreflectedinthenavalintelligencereportstransmittedbyJapanesediplomats.Sincethesenavalreportsbecameincreasinglysignificantastheyear1941progressed,theywillbediscussedinaseparatesection(PartB)ofeachoftheremainingvolumesofthisseries.PartCwilldiscussJapanesediplomaticactivitiesthroughouttheworld. WhilethequestionofconvoyingAmericanshipstoEnglandwasstillpendinginCongress,Japanwasexpandingitsintelligencenetwork,especiallyillAmerica.Fearingthatacrisismightbereachedbeforethisorganizationcouldbecomewellorganized,Japanhurriedto OnMay16,1941Tokyo,alarmedbyareportthattheUnitedStateshadalreadystationed tothemovementsofAmericanwarships.312JapaneseofficialsinSanFrancisco,LosAngeles,andSeattlewerealsodirected,inthelightofrelationsprevailingbetweenJapanandtheUnited 

otherdestroyers,hadleftSanDiegoMay31,1941.314TABLECONTENTSdetailedlistingtopicsdiscussedinPartB.
'UII,219. 



Tokyo addressed an inquiry regarding the movements of the aircraft carrier, Lexington, to
Japanese officials in the Canal Zone,315 and on June 6, 1941 a detailed intelligence report enu-

secret charts could be transported to Tokyo, since he believed that American surveillance

the charts had to be in innocuous plain language.318 Finally, because of the difficult situation

company affiliated with the United States,319 Japan decided on June 27, 1941 to postpone
temporarily the removal of the charts from Panama.320

Urged by Mr. Matsuoka to initiate appropriate action in protestation against the opening of

Ambassador Nomura thought it inadvisable to present the question as one of diplomatic
prerogative. Instead, on June 20, 1941 he sent Mr. Sadao Iguchi to the office of the Chief of the
Far Eastern Section to protest such treatment, and to request that the company be instructed
as to the proper method of handling the luggage of Japanese diplomatic officials and cou-

written protest to the Guatemalan government in regard to this violation of diplomatic pre-
rogative.322 ofa
to the international situation, the mission in Panama would probably be given Up.324 Mean-

while, Consul General Kiyoshi Yamagata, present at Panama on July 4, 1941 as a consultant

gata's assignment.327

Endeavoring to transmit to Tokyo any information which might shed light on Panama's
future course of action, Mr. Izawa reported on August 4, 1941 that the President of Panama,
according to a close relative, had stated in his last cabinet meeting that in the event of Amer-
ica's entering the war, he could see no course of action for his country other than its partici-
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR94.JapaneseReportsfromthePanamaCanal.meratingthenumberandtypesofvesselsmovingthroughtheCanalwassenttoTokyo.316
ArrangementsweremadebytheJapaneseonJune17,1941toobtaincopiesofsecretchartsshowingthelocationsofequipment,guns,andothermilitaryestablishmentsinPanama.AJapaneseagent,contactingItalianofficialswhowereinpossessionofthecharts,hadobtainedpermissiontohavecopiesmade,butwasconcerned,however,aboutthemethodbywhichthe wouldbevigilant.317Furthermore,becauseTokyosuspectedthatsomeoftheJapanesecodeswerebeingread,anytelegrambetweenPanamaandMexicoregardingthetransportationof createdinGuatemalawhenJapanesediplomaticbaggagehadbeenopenedbyanaviation thebaggageofJapaneseMinisterYoshiakiMiurabyofficialsofthePanAmericanAirways, riers.321OnJuly2,1941Mr.MatsuokainstructedtheJapaneseministerinMexicotofilea OnJune21,1941Mr.MinoruIzawa,declaringthepresentlegationinPanamatobeoldand

insecure,requestedTokyo'sapprovalnewmission.323Fivedayslater,hewiredthat,owing
toMr.Izawa,325wasorderedtocancelhistriptoColombiaandtoproceedimmediatelytoChile.326SecretaryUsuiwasrecalledtoBuenosAiresfromPanamaasaresultofMr.Yama



pating in the war, in keeping with the terms of its agreement. Until that time, however,
Panama would remain neutral. 32895.JapaneseReportsfromCuba.

OnAugust2,1941twoAmericanbattleships,fourlightcruisers,fourdestroyers,twoCoastGuardcutters,andtwoheavybombingplaneswerereportedtohavebeeninthenavalharbor

at Guantanamo between July 16-24, 1941.329

96. Japanese Reports from the Philippine Islands.

Japanese Consul Katsumi Nihro in the Philippines submitted many naval reports as to the

movementsofAmericanmen-of-warandcargoshipsatManilaandCavite.ThetransportWashington,previouslyatManilaonMay8,1941,wasreportedonJune2,1941tohavesailed
totheportofOlongapo,whereAmericantroopsweredisembarkedtoguardSubicBay.Eight

destroyers and four submarines anchored at Manila had departed on June 2, 1941.330 A list of

the American ships in port at Manila on June 7, 1941 included eight destroyers, fourteen sub-
marines,andtwotargettowingships.ThetransportHenderson,hadsailedforanunknowndestinationonJune5,1941ashadtheReifromCavite.331TwosupplyshipslistedintheJapa-nesereportswerelaterfoundtobeminelayers,andthearrivalfromtheUnitedStatesoftwomorevesselsofthesameclasswasnoted.332TokyoinquiredonJune21,1941concerningthearrivalatManilaofMajorConrow,andtenotherAmericanaviatorswhohaddepartedonJune17,1941forChungking.333InformationthattheUnitedStatesNavywasinterestedin

requisitioning until September, half of the American Consulate office space at Manila for
espionage work, led Mr. Matsuoka, on July 1, 1941 to fear that this was the first step in estab-
lishing a special service for British-American-Chinese military liaison.334 Besides keeping a

closewatchonnavalpersonneltoverifythisreport,theJapanesekeptundersurveillanceanumberofpersonswhohadenteredthecountryastemporarytourists.335Theyalsosuspected

that investigations regarding Japanese vessels, or Japanese persons in the Philippine Islands,
werebeingcarriedoutinmid-July,1941byBritishandAmericanauthorities,chieflythrough

the British Honorary Consul, Francisco Brown.336

Japanesecuriositywasarousedbythefactthat1013Chineseimmigrantshadenteredthe

Philippines during June, a large increase over the monthly average of 250. The immigrants
appearedtohavebeensummonedbyChinesealreadyresidinginthePhilippines,although

they were not contract laborers, nor had they anything to do with military construction pro-
jects.337

Deeming it important to instigate a cultural propaganda program at Manila, Mr. Negishi, a
JapaneseagentwasappointedinearlyJuly1941,toengageinintelligenceaswellasculturalwork.338SincerequestsforJapanesefinancialassistancehadbeenmadebythreecandidates
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The unloading of coast guns, ten gun platforms, and more than twenty light tanks from an

arrival of the President Harrison and President Coolidge on July 31 and August 1, 1941 respec-

tively.342

cluded by the Japanese from the fact that on July 25, 1941, 460 planes and approximately

emergency, an army of 100,000 Filipinos could be turned over to a United States comman-
der.343

It was noted on August 2, 1941 that the color of American military and naval planes had not
been changed and were not camouflaged, and that the number of planes flying above ManilahadBy4,of
the exception of several small destroyers near Corregidor, had sailed. From the crew of the

arrived in Manila.345

delayed, since the master electric dynamo had been struck by lightning, and electricity had
to be supplied by an auxiliary system. 346

In regard to the financing of Japanese intelligence work in the Philippines, arrangements

25, 1941, to keep a large part of Japanese assets in cash, since it was possible to foresee the

of Japanese assets on July 26, 1941, Consul Nihro wired that he could not hope to continue
business as before.347 Moreover, the Japanese Consul on August 2, 1941 asked for permissiontotheofat

Following the freezing order occasioned by the French Indo-China affair, the reactions of

the Filipinos were reported to Tokyo on July 27, 1941 by the Japanese Consul. Particular at-
tention, he declared, had been paid to that part of President Roosevelt's speech of July 25, 1941,
which said that retaliatory action against Japan would be taken within twenty-four hours.
When the order freezing Japanese assets was announced, it had been predicted at Manila

shipments of oil and other war materials to Japan from the United States.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORhadbeenmadeofthemen'schancesofwinningtheelection.339
decreasedconsiderably.344August1941alltheAmericanwarshipsatanchor,with
controlallotmentsecretfundshisowndiscretion.348 

officeinthePhilippineassembly,TokyowasaskedonJuly13,1941forfor40,000yenandpermissiontoaidthesecandidates,ifsuchsupportwerefoundadvisableafteraninvestigation AmericantenderatreportedonJuly10,1941,asarrivalofPresidentTaft,transporting8001000soldierstotoPhilippines.341ReportedfromManilaManilawaswaswasthethethethe ThattheUnitedStatesmakinganefforttostrengthenPhilippinedefenseswaswascon1300pilotswerestationedthere,armyforceof10,000men.ThePhilippinearmy,withwithreserves,estimatedtobeaboutabout130,000all,anditwaswasbelievedthatininanan PresidentCoolidge,itwaslearnedonAugust4,1941thatabout600Americansoldiershad UnitedStatesnavalandmilitarypreparationsatCavitewereunderclosesurveillancebytheJapanese.AreportwasmadetoTokyoonJuly15,

1941thatconstructiontherewouldbe werebeingmadetocontinueactivitiesincasethefreezingofoffunds.Itwasdecided,onJuly difficultyofsecuringsecretfundsifsituationshouldbecomeserious.Butwiththethefreezing thiswasonlythefirstretaliatorystep,andthatthatanexportembargowouldbeplacedon 



TokyowasinformedthattheFilipinoshadstronglycensuredthelackofresistanceonthe

part of France, and claimed that the invasion of French Indo-China had resulted from pres-

sureuponFrancebyJapan.TheywereconfusedanddisturbedbyrumorsthattheJapanese

had obtained military bases as a result of the Japanese-French agreement; that Japanese
vessels regularly coming to the Philippines had been requisitioned or would cancel this serv-

ice;thatJapanwasmobilizingathomeonagiganticscale,andthatforeignersmightnolonger

travel in Japan.34997.ReportsfromtheHawaiianIslands.
The Japanese Consul in Honolulu reported that the President Pierce had sailed for the

Philippines on June 12, 1941 with about 900 soldiers and 100 pilots aboard,35Oand that on June
14, 1941, a 5,OOO-tonlight cruiser had entered Pearl Harbor for repairs. 351OnJuly18,1941TokyolearnedthatanEnglishlightcruiserwasgettingreadytoundergorepairsatCavite

while four destroyers had departed from, and six submarines had entered Manila.352 It is

evidentthatnotmuchinformationwassentinthedispatchesfromHonolulutoTokyoduringthisperiod,butsomeverysignificantinquiriesweremadebyTokyoinSeptember1941.(See

Volume III ofthis series)
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OUTLINE

Japanese Diplomatic Acitivities Throughout the World.

(a) Japanese-American Relations

(b) Japanese-Mexican Relations

(c) Japanese-South American Relations

(d) Japanese-British Relations

(e) Japanese-Axis Relations

(f) Japanese-Russian Relations

(g) Japanese-French Relations

(h) Jap,anese-Chungking Relations

(i) Japanese-Nanking Relations

(j) Japanese-Dutch Relations

(k) Japanese- Thaiese Relations

(a) Japanese-American Relations

98. Ambassador Nomura Reports Anti-Convoy Feeling in America.

In a report to Tokyo on May 15, 1941 Ambassador Nomura declared that despite Presidentlendtotodoits
lending United States ships to Britain, since this would weaken the American navy. Further-aninthe
with 200 long range bombers, this "patrol" would serve to hold the activity of German sub-
marines in check. 35399.onto

Reports concerning the trend of public opinion in the United States, China, and Portugal in

cially concerned with the impressions created by President Roosevelt's fireside chat of May
27, 1941.

(a) United States.
See Part A, Section 14 for the Japanese estimate of American public opinion in regard to

this speech by President Roosevelt.

OF CO

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOROFPARTC' 
PARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLD 

Roosevelt'ssilenceconcerningconvoystoEngland,opinioninAmericangovernmentcircleswasgenerallyunfavorabletoimmediateconvoying.HesurmisedthatMr.Roosevelt,whowishedtoavoidwarwithGermanyintheAtlantic,hesitatedtouseconvoys,andpreferredto destroyersGreatBritainownconvoying.
Mr.NomuraalsobelievedthatSecretaryKnoxandtheNavyDepartmentwereopposedtomore,articleNewYorkTimes,May15,1941hadstatedthatifEnglandwereprovidedJapaneseReportsWorldReactionPresidentRoosevelt'sSpeechofMay27,1941.

regardtothefutureactionsoftheUnitedStatesweresenttoTokyo.TheJapanesewereespe.SeeTABLE NTENTSforadetailedlistingoftopicsdiscussedinPartC.3"II,272.87 



(b) Italy

with full mobilization. In view of President Roosevelt's statement that the safety of the

United States would be directly threatened should the Azores and Cape Verde Islands fall

aspirations for the occupation of these islands.354

(c) China.
Since the President had omitted any reference to Japanese-American relations in his "fire-

unfavorable to the United States, according to a Japanese report from Shanghai to Tokyo. The

speech had especially disappointed Chungking because it gave the impression that China's
political set up was an anti-Nazi defense line, whereas, in fact, Chungking wished to preserve
the German-Chinese cultural association as an instrument through which to negotiate with

the Chinese Communists regarded the speech as conducive to the adjustment of relations be-
tween the Nationalist and Communist Parties. The Chinese newspaper, Sinha Nippo re-

garded the omission of reference to Japanese-American relations as indicative that the United

Pacific. 355

(d) Portugal.

sentative that many within his government were urging Premier Salazar to proclaim to the

Portuguese and to the outside world Portugal's sovereignty over these islands. That pro-British

and pro-American elements would be weakened, and that a strong anti-American sentiment

ever, a condemnation of the speech, which was to have been published in a newspaper con-
trolled by the government, was withheld because of the arrival of a special message from
Secretary Hull which stated that the United States did not intend to occupy the Azores.356

prominence, since, in the opinion of the Japanese, the Portuguese censorship authorities were
anti-American. Captain Roosevelt was treated indifferently by the local government, and,

guese authorities. 357

government to occupy Mozambique in the event that the United States and England should
take over the Azores, led the government newspaper to beg that the people remain faithful,
and to warn them against subversive activities. However, the Japanese Ambassador in Lisbon
reported that Portugal did not appear to be in any great danger in regard to the safety of the
Azores.358
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TheJapaneseMinisteratRomereportedthatPresidentRoosevelt'suseoftheterm"unlimitednationalemergency",accordingtoAmericancorrespondents,wasnotsynonymous intothehandsGermany,manyItalianssaidthatthiswasamanifestationofofAmerican sidechat"ofMay27,1941inferencesdrawnbytheChinesefromthisomissionweregenerally incaseGermanyGermanywerevictorious.DescribingspeechasablowtoChinesewhohadbeenexpectingaidfromUnitedStates,thethethetheJapaneseinformantsurmisedthat StateswouldstresswarAtlantic,payinglittleattentiontodevelopmentsininthethethe PortugalwasgreatlyshockedbyPresidentRoosevelt'sreferenceAzores,accordingtotoJapanese.AveryimportantPortugueseofficialconfidentiallytoldthethetheJapanesereprewouldsweepthroughPortugalwaspredictedbytheBrazilianAmbassadortoPortugal.How-AvisittoPortugalbyCaptainJames

RooseveltonJune14,1941wasnotgivenfrontpage accordingtoJapanese,therewasnoevidencethathehadbeendinedbyanyofthethePortu-Aproposalthatagroupofanti-SalazarinMozambiqueassistthePortuguesePortuguese 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
100. Japan Scrutinizes Passenger Lists.

AreportfromHonoluluinformedTokyoofalocalbroadcastonJune5,1941,announcingthatoneortwoGermansofdubiouscharacterhadbeentakenaboardtheTatsutaMaru,which
hadsailedfromSanFranciscoonJune2andwouldreachHonoluluonJune10.359SincetheTatsutaMaruwastoprovidepassagetoJapanforMr.MehnerToklaus,aGermancitizen,who

hadrecentlyresignedhisteachingpositionattheUniversityofHawaii,aninquirywasmade

as to his status. According to Consul Nagao Kita, the German Ambassador in Tokyo, was cog-
nizant of the man's resignation from the University and his trip to Japan.360

Anotherpassenger,whohadsailedfromSanFranciscototheOrientonaprevioustripoftheTatsutaMaru,wasBishopWalsh,wellknowntobothMr.MatsuokaandAmbassador

Nomura as continually working for Japanese-American diplomatic friendship.361

101. Japanese Speculations as to Entry of the United States into War.TheJapaneseAmbassadortoBerlinreportedtoTokyoonJune7,1941thatitwastheopinion
of Chancellor Hitler and Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop that the United States would hesi-
tatetoenterthewarsolongasthemembersoftheTripartitePactmaintainedtheirfirmatti-

tude.362OnJune16,1941AmbassadorKatoinVichyalsoexpressedthebeliefthattheUnitedStates
probablywouldnotenterthewar,sinceitappearedthatitwasalreadyexertingitsmaximumefforts.ThoughAmericawaspreservingEngland,andthecontinuationofthewarwasprob-ablyduetotheUnitedStatesalone,accordingtoAmbassadorKato,eveniftheUnitedStates

did fight, all it could possibly do would be to prolong the war. 363

Speculations of Cuban authorities as to the effect on the Western Hemisphere of the entry
ofboththeUnitedStatesandSpainintothewarwerereportedtoTokyofromHavana.ItwaspredictedthatifSpainwenttowar,theUnitedStateswouldrecognizetheCommunistsrather

than the Franco regime in Spain.364

JapaneseintelligencesourcesinRomedivulgedthatonJuly16,1941Mr.HaroldTittman,

on the basis of information received from the United States Embassy in Japan, had reported

to Papal authorities that the United States government believed in the increased likelihood
ofanagreementbeingreachedsoonbetweenJapanandtheUnitedStates.ThereportstatedthattheUnitedStateswasalsoconfidentthatwhenitenteredtheEuropeanwar,Japancouldbepreventedfrominterferingbythisagreement,whichwouldincludeasettlementoftheJapanese-ChineseincidentwiththeunderstandingthatAmericanaidtoChinawouldbe

withdrawn, if the Chiang regime did not accept the conditions submitted. If all other efforts
failed, as a last resort, the Vatican would be asked to mediate for peace with China.365

102. Incidents Disturbing Japanese-American Relations.(a)TheOkadaIncident.
In view of the critical Japanese-American relations, the arising of incidents which were

likelytoaffectpublicopinionnowassumedincreasingsignificance.OnJune10,1941,Ambas-
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had been used by the F.B.I. and the Dies Committee as a means of interfering with Japanese
propaganda in the United States.366

Lt. Comdr. Okada, a Japanese naval officer stationed on the west coast of the United States,
had been arrested and charged with speeding. The Japanese government felt that special
consideration should be given their naval officers, and threatened, unless better treatment
were forthcoming, to reciprocate in dealing with American naval officers in Japan. Mr. Sadao
Iguchi, the Japanese Embassy Counselor in Washington, informed Mr. Hamilton, Chief of
the Far Eastern Section of the American State Department, that he would like to receive an
explanation of the Okada incident from the State Department, and requested that similar
occurrences be prevented in the future. 367

(b) The Tachibana Incident.
Secret reports to Tokyo revealed that in the case of Commander Tachibana, a Japanese

naval officer who had been held by American authorities on charges of espionage, plans were

to be paid a subsidy of $25,000 and all court costs so that he would not give damaging testi-
mony.368bythea

(c) Restrictions on Gasoline Exports to Japan.

Mr. Matsuoka to ask on June 21, 1941 that all facts and background of the case be transmitted

also the restrictions placed on gasoline exports to Japan, so as to evaluate the sincerity of the
United States toward Japan.370 It was more than a mere coincidence, therefore, that on JuneA

(d) Compromise of Japanese Codes.

1941. Since naval codes and secret documents had been confiscated during the search, the
Japanese immediately filed with the local customs officials a protest demanding their return.

made.373 Ironically enough the United States Communication Intelligence organization had
completely broken this cryptographic system and was reading all messages enciphered therein.
Thus, the public seizure of these codes was very ill-advised for it meant the almost immediate
cancellation of this system by the Japanese.
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sadorNomuranotifiedTokyothereweregroundsforsuspectingthatthattheOkadaincident beingmadetousedubiousmethodsinhisdefense.CommanderTachibana'schauffeurwas AnotherwestcoastincidentarosewhenaJapaneseviolated-UnitedStatesimmigrationTheAzumaMaruatPhiladelphiawasnotallowedtoloadlubricatingoil,andthiscaused tohim.HewarnedthatJapanesegovernmentwaswatchingthetheTachibanaaffair,and 24,1941CommanderTachibanawasreleasedbyAmericanauthoritiestosailforTokyoontheAnotherincidentwhichhadgreatlydisturbedJapanwassearchingofNichiShinMaruoffthethethewestcoastbywhatwerebelievedtobeAmericancustomsofficialsonMay28, Thecustomsofficialsconsentedtoreturnthematalaterdateafteraninvestigationhadbeen 

lawscrossingborderintoMexicowithoutvisa.369NittaMaru.371JapaneseForeignOfficecourier,Mr.Yamazaki,wasaboardthissameship.372 



/ THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
(e) American Missionaries in Korea.

WhenadiscussionaroseastothefateofsomeAmericanmissionaries,.accusedofdistri-butingdangerousliteratureinKorea,TokyoinformedAmbassadorNomuraonJuly2,1941thattheGovernorGeneralofKoreawouldcanceltheprosecutionofthemissionaries,iftheStateDepartmentwouldevacuatethem.378BecausehebelievedthattheincidentinvolvingthemissionariesinKoreawassimilartothecaseintheUnitedStatesofLt.Comdr.OkadaonwhomsentencewouldbepassedonJuly21,1941,Mr.MatsuokaagaininstructedAmbassador
NomuraonJuly8,1941toinformtheStateDepartmentthatJapandesiredtohavetheac-

cused missionaries evacuated. 379

OnJuly9,1941CounselorIguchidiscussedtheincidentwithDr.HooperofthePresbyterianChurch,whoarguedthatwhenthemissionarieshadtranslatedtheEnglishtextoftheirpam-phletsintoKorean,theyhaddonesoinsuchamannerastopreventanymisunderstanding

on the part of Japan. For this reason, Ambassador Nomura suggested that in view of the
settling of the Tachibana incident by the United States, and as a friendly gesture, it might be

welltodropthemattersincethreeofthemissionarygroupwerealreadyreturningtothe

United States. Furthermore, the missionaries had endeavored to cooperate with Japanese

authorities by first submitting the pamphlets to the police. 380

AreplyofJuly14,1941tothissuggestionofAmbassadorNomurastatedthatasfarastheauthoritiesinTokyowereconcernedthematterwouldbesettledaslenientlyaspossibleby

returning to the United States thirteen of the thirty persons involved. Because of illness, a
fourteenthmember,Mr.Clark,~asalreadyscheduledtoreturntotheUnitedStates.However,accordingtoMr.Matsuoka,therewasnorecordofthemissionarieshavingsentthetranslated

material to the police station in spite of an agreement to do so. This violated the Japanese
Army-NavyCriminalLawandtheLawfortheProvisionalControlofDisturbingLiterature,381

but on July 17, 1941 Japan was willing to overlook this violation of its publication regulations,
and to treat the question as being merely a matter of seditious literature. 382

Since the interview with Dr. Hooper had revealed that the Presbyterian Church, as a matter
ofpolicy,wouldneitherevacuatethemissionariesnorissueordersfortheirevacuation,Am-bassadorNomurasuggestedtoTokyoonJuly19,1941thataconferencebeheldwithlocalchurchauthoritiesandthemattersettledthere.InasmuchasthepamphletsconcernedweretranslateddirectlyfromEnglishintoJapaneseinTokyo,andthendistributed,hedidnotseehowtherecouldbeaprobleminthisconnection.Hesuggestedalsothatifnosolutionwere

reached at the local conference, the matter be dropped. 383

103. Japan Fears American Seizure of Its Vessels.

InviewofthecriticaldiplomaticsituationengenderedbyJapaneseaggressioninAsia,and

since the United States was keeping a strict check on Japanese vessels,384 Japanese shipping
schedules were carefully supervised by Japanese diplomatic officials. Japanese officials in

WashingtonwereadvisedofthescheduleofeightcargoMarus,whichweretopassthroughthe

Panama Canal at the rate of one a day between July 16 and July 22, 1941.385
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Ambassador Nomura believed that the State Department's plan for according to Japanese

cause the Japanese-American Trade Agreement was no longer extant.386 Calling on the Ameri-

can Chief of the Far Eastern Section in Washington on June 13, 1941, Consul Iguchi asked if
it were necessary that Japan inform the United States government exactly what it intended to

their plans to the State Department. 387forof
and to lessen losses which might later be incurred by the stoppage of Japanese vessels to

to the United States was under discussion. 389

In calling on the President of the Philippine Islands on July 2, 1941 to present Ii Japanese
official, Mr. Koyama, the Japanese Minister expressed regret concerning the absconding of

point out that Philippine control over Japanese fishermen had been excessively severe. The

Philippine President replied that he would like to have a special conference on the subject at
a later date.390

could not procure a permit for passage through the Panama Canal, asked for authorization to

proceed to Japan by way of Cape Horn.391 Tokyo was then informed that the exits to and from

the Canal had been closed on July 5, 1941 while an investigation was being conducted.392

been boarded and searched by a party of approximately twenty Coast Guardsmen, and the
ship's bottom had been inspected on the following day, the Norfolk Maru had been delayed a
day at Baltimore because of an inspection of its bottom; and the Yamqtsuki Maru had been
delayed while waiting to pass through the Panama Canal. 393

America was not the only nation imposing restrictions on foreign shipping, for the British
Embassy in Washington announced that beginning with July 15, 1941, all materials going by
way of England would require import permits. Ambassador Nomura reported that freight

would be seized in case no permits were obtained. 394

Following the closing of the Panama Canal to Japanese ships, the statement of General van

Voorhis to the United States' Press was sent to Tokyo. General van Voorhis, in charge of the
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1941merchants,enteringPhilippinesasinternationaltraders,thethesametreatmentwhichaccordedFilipinosarrivinginJapan,waswasanattempttogetwrittenpromisesfromJapanbe-dointhismatter.ThesectionchiefrepliedthatitwouldbewellfortheJapanesetosubmit MorediscordoccurredonJune16,1941,whenJapaneselearnedthatthethegrantingofAmerica,wellasasimpressuponAmericanauthoritiesneedforreconsideration,theydiscussedreroutingJapanesevesselswhichweretransportingessentialproductstotoAmerica.Mr.MatsuokainformedhisministeratManilaonJune18,thatthetheshipmentofmaterials JapanesefishermenwithfishingboatsofPhilippineregistery,butseizedtheopportunityto OnJuly3,1941,CaptainofthetheAwajisanMaru,informingJapaneseauthoritiesthathe OtherprotestsconcerningtreatmentofJapanesevesselsinAmericanportswere

alsobeinglodgedwithUnitedStatesauthorities.OnJuly11,1941,thetheAsukaMaruatBostonhad 

permitsexportscrapironfromtheUnitedStateswouldbediscontinued.388Inretaliation, 



Canal Zone's defenses, had stated on July 21, 1941 that the delay in allowing ships to go
through the canal was a temporary measure owing to the emptying of the locks for repairs,

Cape of Good Hope.395

with the speedy evacuation of their nationals from Panama and the Philippines.396 Although
assured by Acting Secretary Welles that permission to leave port would be granted, on July 30,

cisco since American authorities had avoided making a definite commitment when Ambas-

can authorities with regard to the freight carried by the vessel, although a definite reply in this
connection had been requested. 397

In spite of the difficulties experienced by Japanese ships with schedules and cargo routing

July 1941 to Japan. Mr. Matsuoka replied, however, that it would be impossible, because of
the shortage of bottoms, to dispatch ships to the Atlantic Coast of North America, although

there would be changes in ship movements to the Pacific Coast.399

States would seize Japanese vessels, just as it had taken German and Italian ships. Although
the Philippine Islands had granted permits for the exportation of military goods to Japan, it

of the Japanese vessels off the Philippine-United States route.4ooofon
operation of ships between the Philippine Islands and the east coast of North America would
be discontinued. Mter August 1, 1941, all Japanese shipping on the east coast of North Amer-tobeofN:orth
of its merchant ships, Japan declared that the reasons for the order were the shortage of ships
in the seas near Japan and various circumstances which precluded loading on the eastern
coast of the United States. Japanese diplomats were ordered to give widespread disseminationtothisofthe
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
andthatshipsofmanycountries,aswellastheJapanese,weregoingaroundCapeHornorthe TheJapaneseweremuchconcernedduringJuly,1941lesttheseizureoftheirshipsinterfere 1941,theJapaneseinstructedthecaptainoftheTatsutaMarutodelayentryintoSanFransadorNomurahadcalledattheStateDepartment.NoguaranteeshadbeenmadebyAmeri-inAmericanports,398arequestfromNewYorkforadditionalvesselswasdirectedinearly 

-

Thereasonbehindsuchadecision,asexplainedbyTokyo,wasthefearthattheUnited washardlyfittingthatJapanesevesselsshouldbeusedforthetransportationofmilitarygoodsbetweenthePhilippinesandtheUnitedStates.Thus,thedecisionwasreachedtotakesome RumorsthatJapanwaswithdrawinghershipsfromthePacificspreadtoRome,whereAmbassadorHorikiriinquiredTokyoJuly10,1941astowhetherornotthisorderincluded
allshipsplyingregularlybetweenNorthandSouthAmerica.4O1ForeignMinisterMatsuokareassuredhimthattripsbetweenJapanandthePhilippineswouldcontinue,butthatthe icawastobestopped,andJapaneseshipsontheeastcoastofSouthAmericaweretooperatearoundCapeHorn.402OnlyonesailingwasmaintainedafterSeptember1941tothewestcoastAmerica.4O3

Tominimizethedisturbanceofpublicopinioncreatedbytheorderaffectingthedisposition explanationnewshippingorder.
AmbassadorNomurawasconcernedwiththepacifyingofJapanesenationalsintheUnitedStateswhowerecooperatingwithhimfully,butwhowerecognizantalsoofthefactthatTokyo's 



official reasons were designed to serve as explanations only for Americans. In spite of orders
issued by the Japanese navy, control by Japanese diplomats over Japanese nationals in the

weakening. 404

In view of the circumstances, Japanese representatives at Manila warned Tokyo on July 7,

the use of Japanese ships, thus making it impossible for Japan to take advantage of the privi-
leges enjoyed by the Filipinos under the American export license system. It was also believed
that the United States might prevent the exporting of goods which were then permitted to beortotheof
a shortage of ships and the reduction of exports to Japan, rather than from a sudden change in
the diplomatic situation.4O6

but that measures for protecting its shipping against the United States had been decided longagoandbe
Minister pointed out that there was likely to be no great trouble over it.4O7

p.m. Saturday, August 2, to enter an American port, and would then be given a reasonable
time to depart. Japanese ships with cargoes destined for American ports were to change the

pliance with a customs regulation requiring the unloading of goods manifested for American
ports before a vessel could be given clearance.4O8

at Honolulu, 409while at the same time he inquired of his representative in San Francisco con-

seized for the owners.410 Fearing that the cargo of the Heian Maru at Seattle would be attachedbytheasintheoftheit
concerning the arrival in American waters of the special duty ship, Shiriyo, scheduled to
enter port on August 9,1941.413
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shipped,wouldresortfreezingassets.4O5Meanwhile,Japaneserepresentativesweremustnowenforced.Shippingcontractsfor22,000tonsofFilipinogoodswouldhave 
owners,caseTatsutaMaru,wasdecidedonAugust2,1941afteracon-

UnitedStatesbecomingmoredifficultsinceconfidenceinthegovernmentofJapanwaswas 1941unless"show-downeconomicwar"wereresolveduponandpreparedfor,Japanmightfindherselfinaapredicament.ItwasfearedthatthatPhilippineshipperswouldabandonexplainingthatstoppageofshipmentsthethePhilippinestoAmericahadresultedfromfrom TokyorepliedonJuly7,1941thatitwasconsciousofthedifficultiescreatedbyitsorders, becancelledbygovernmentorderowingtotonecessarychangesshipdispositions.However,sinceprecedenceforsuchcancellationsexistedinininternationallaw,theJapaneseForeign AmbassadorNomurawasnotifiedbytheStateDepartmentonJuly31,1941thatJapaneseshipscarryingcargoeswhichweretobesentbackwithoutunloadingwouldhaveuntil2:00 manifeststoindicatethatthecargowasbeingshippedelsewhere.Thiswouldobviate

com-OnAugust2,1941,ForeignMinisterToyodaissuedinstructionsthattheTatsutaMarustop cerningDomeidispatchwhichstatedthataapartcargoofofthetheTatsutaMaruhadbeen ferencetohaveentirecargounloadedatVancouver.4l1Itlearnedhowever,thatHeianMaruleftSeattlehurriedlyonAugust4,1941,Japan,althoughnothinghadhadbeentakenaboardbutfoodandfuelforforship.412AspecialinquirywaswasmadebythethethetheJapanese mII,349. 



104. Japan Analyzes the Silver Shirts Movement.

bers of the Silver Shirts movement. In acquiring control of the Silver Shirts, Mr. Iwasaki, a

objective for their agents than mere pecuniary considerations.414

principles of the Silver Shirts movement, but advised against Japan's having anything to do

investigated by the Dies Committee as a subversive activity and, thus, could not act openly.
The organization had been dissolved in 1940, after six years of existence, but then an under-
ground movement with similar objectives had sprung up. Its publications, heavily subsidized,
were shipped from Indianapolis to points all over the country.

According to Mr. Muto, Chief Pelley of the Silver Shirts had asked Mr. Iwasaki on April 20,
1941, if the Japanese government would not help out with his plans, and he had also requested
Jiro Koga, of the Japanese Society of Brethren Overseas, to contact the German Ambassador

for a reply to this request for Japanese aid.

under the influence of British royalty, which was under the thumb of these elements; America

the enslaving grasp of the international Jews; as for the Orient and Europe, the United Statesnotbutits
105. Japan Attempts to Employ American Negroes as Spies.

Since official reports were not too favorable towards their use of the Silver Shirts as subver-
sive agents, Japanese intelligence agents turned their attention to American Negroes.416 In a

pointed out that Negroes were not organized into a strong racial group, and instead of looking
toward a social revolution, they were following the single principle of elevating themselves.

Alliance and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People were working
toward the equalization of the Negro, with the largest Negro organizations financed by Jews.to
ability. Since some Negroes were being employed in navy arsenals and military establishments,usebeofin
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORJapaneseplanstocarryonsabotageintheUnitedStatesincludedtheuseofNegroesandmem
JapaneseagentinAmerica,wastobesenttoJapanforinstructions,sinceindoctrinationinJapaneseplans"toestablishjusticeintheUnitedStates"wasthoughttobeamoresuitable OnJune28,1941Mr.YoshioMutosubmittedtoTokyoareportconcerningtheoriginand withit.HefearedtheSilverShirtscouldhardlysucceedinAmericasincetheywerebeing inTokyoincaseJapanwouldnotgrantthishelp.OnseveraloccasionsMr.Pelleyhadasked TheJapanesereportedthattheSilverShirtsstressedthefollowingprinciplesintheirpublishedpropaganda,somesamplesofwhichwerelatershippedtoTokyo:TheRooseveltadministrationwasshotthroughwithinternationalJudaismandCommunism,andwascoming shouldbedefendedfromthem,andAmerica'sforeignpolicyshouldsavethehumanracefrom

shouldinterfere,shouldlookafterowninterests.410 
longJapanesereportontheeconomicandsocialstatusoftheNegrointheUnitedStates,itwas Thereportstatedthatcertainprogressiveorganizations,suchastheNegroCongress,theNegro TheJapaneseexpectedgreatresultsfromcooperatingwiththeseorganizationssincetwoNegromen,werebeinguseddisseminatepropagandaandtointerviewNegroleadersofgreatconsiderablecouldmadethemgatheringmilitaryintelligence.417 



106. Rumors of a British-German Peace.

consequent threat of a German invasion of England stimulated discussion of a British-German

Department who favored peace in order to prevent the annihilation of the British Empire.of
inations of England and the United States, which were designed to drive a wedge between

Germany and Japan, on July 10, 1941 the Japanese Foreign Minister hurriedly directed his
Ambassador in Berlin to check German official opinion as to the interpretation of such activ-
ity.419

107. Japanese Reports on American Industrial Expansion.

defense work, details concerning current contract amounts and items of production assigned
to the automobile industry in the Chicago area were reported to Japan. Contracts of the Unitedasastheof
108. Japanese Interest in Russian-American Friendship.On2,in
an editorial writer for the Scripps-Howard Newspapers on diplomatic questions had said that

complete material assistance, but also that joint British and American military activities be
concentrated in Germany's rear and in Norway as well. This comment had been occasioned
by Mr. Hopkins' mission to Russia, although officials in Washington explained that he had
gone there to confer only on aid to the Soviets.Mr.itbe
been extended to August 6, 1942.422

109. Japanese Security Precautions.

The problems of maintaining the security of their codes and of determining the reliabilityto
4l8Il, 358.
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ThepossibilitythatRussiamightbequicklyshatteredbytheGermanarmy,andthe peaceparleyinJuly,1941.AmbassadorNomurareportedonJuly8,1941,thattheUnitedStateswasservingasacheckorabrakeonGermany,andthatthereweremenintheState TheSecretaryofCommerce,JesseJones,wasofthisopinion,AmbassadorNomurasaid;andColonelLindberghandpredictedthatpeacetalkswouldbudinJulyandblossomintheautumn1941.418
ThoughassuredbyForeignMinistervonRibbentropthatthepeacerumorswerebutmach-TokeepTokyoinformedastotheextentoftheAmericanexpansionandaccelerationof StatesarmedforceswithGeneralMotors,Ford,Chrysler,andPackardcorporationswereenumeratedwelltypemachineryforwhichtheyhadcontracted.420August1941,Mr.MoritoMorishima,NewYork,reportedtoTokyothatMr.Denny,

sinceGermanyandRussiaweresodeeplyinvolvedinthewar,Russiawasdemandingnotonly MorishimadeclaredthatcouldnotpredictedwhetherornotMr.HopkinsandCom
missarStalinwouldbeabletodecideuponanagreement,butthatitwouldseemclearthatsuchwastheobjectofhismission.421Furthermore,theStateDepartmentonAugust4,1941announcedthatthevalidityoftheAmerican-SovietTradeAgreementofAugust6,1937had oftheinformationrelayedtoTokyocontinuedtobeamatterofconcerntotheJapanese.OnMay20,1941AmbassadorNomurabegantoidentifythemorereliableintelligencewith "Joko",whereas"JO'otsu"wasusedidentifymessagescontaininglessreliableinformation.423 



as early as May 1941, to separate all secret documents into a special class, and to burn all

1941 that an assistant be selected and sent to him immediately by the San Francisco Consul
General.beofnouseIn
on July 12, 1941. In view of Japanese-American relations, it was suggested that entry into

to Yokohama.427

Tokyo also instructed Washington that in case of difficulty, use would be made of the intel-
ligence dispatches sent out from Japan each night. However, to reach Tokyo from Washington,
it would be necessary to have a wireless set in the Washington office, with an operator of ex-
ceptional ability, relaying dispatches via South America and the Jaluit Atoll. For this pur-

mitter under the guise of amateur apparatus, and of making trial communications of short
transmissions. Such equipment would be advantageous in case extreme limitations or pro-
hibitions were placed by the United States upon the use of radio in general.428 However, on
July 23, 1941 Ambassador Nomura, after concurring with Japanese naval experts, pointed to
the inadvisability of installing the transmitter since it would be impossible to keep it con-
cealed from American detectors. Furthermore, interference would make for inefficient trans-

~issions. 429

special size safe to the United States. Since the matter of space in a Japanese telegraphic
office and the place of landing the safe had to be considered, Ambassador Nomura suggested
that the facilities in Washington be expanded, and that the safe be landed in Baltimore for
delivery to Washington. 430

Mr. Matsuoka stressed the extreme need of security in a dispatch of June 2, 1941 to all his
diplomatic representatives throughout the world. Emphasizing the progress of the science of
cryptography and cryptanalysis in various countries, he concluded that no absolute confid-

during the transfer and tenure of codes, and directed that code messages in a certain specialbesenttoof
thus alleviating the excessive load imposed on communication clerks because of the vigilance

increasing. 433
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORwouldfutureandotherswhichwererarelyused.426accordancewithTokyo'sorders,AmbassadorNomuradispatchedtwenty-twoboxescon-
systemonlyTokyo.431Thesendingallothercodemessageswastobediscontinued, 

Becauseofthecriticalinternationalsituation,JapanhadinstructedAmbassadorNomura otherdocuments,withexceptionofafewmightcurrentlyneeded.suggested,addition,accountbooksburned,exceptthoseforthethelastthreeorfouryears,allalloutstandingfundscollected,andthatthatthatthatJapaneselandNStreetininWashingtonbebebebesold.424Toeffecttheseobjectives,AmbassadorAmbassadorNomuraNomuraaskedononMay17, 425OnJuly2,1941herequestedpermissiontoburncertaincodes,someofwhichtainingrecordsandothermaterialsontheNorfolkMaru,whichsailedfromBaltimoreforJapan portsofcallSouthAmericabecancelled,ifspeedwerenecessaryininreturningtheserecords poseTokyoinquiredonJuly7,1941astothefeasibilityofassemblinga100or200watttrans-Toassurethesecurityofmachinesandcodecodebooksstillin

use,Tokyoplannedtoshipa encecouldplacedinsecrecyofacode.Heaskedthatthethestrictestattentionbebepaidnecessaryforsecurity.ThedutiesofJapanesecommunicationcommunicationclerkswere 



Following the receipt of this dispatch, Ambassador Nomura requested on July 3, 1941 that
the clerical staff of his office be expanded because of the ever-increasing load of telegraphic

plish all the work only by his extreme diligence.434

In order to prepare for more critical developments, and because he had given up the prob-
ability of finding a separate building, on July 24, 1941 Ambassador Nomura again suggested
an expansion of the Washington business office, since it had been necessary to change the
reception rooms into document and night duty rooms. Additional office space would have to

propriated.435

July 30, 1941 he asked Washington to send an aide from the Japanese Embassy.436 In Washing-

Embassy, in view of the dangerous situation prevailing at that time. This request was sub-
mitted to Japan for approval. 437

Since there was a possibility that their offices might be closed without warning, precautionsthe
(b) Japanese- Mexican Relations

110. Japan Establishes an Espionage Net in Mexico to Acquire Intelligence from the United States.on2,
yen to be used in Mexico City to collect intelligence concerning the United States. According

relating to the United States. If the United States entered the war, Japan would endeavor to
use Japanese nationals to the best advantage in dividing the Rightist and Leftist labor orga-
nizations, and in promoting their anti-American revolutionary influence. 439
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communications,andsinceMr.Watanabe,thetelegraphicclerk,hadbeenabletoaccombemadeavailabletoequipthetelegraphroomforanincreaseinpersonnel,andtomakeroomforspecialsafes.Toeffectthesechanges,AmbassadorNomurarequestedthat$2,700beap-Withtheincreaseinthetelegraphicload,notonlywastheWashingtonofficeshortofclerks,butMr.Morishima,inNewYork,wasforcedtorequesttwomembersfromotheroffices.On ton,theMilitaryandNavalattachesasked,thattheybepermittedtomovetheirofficestothe forthesafetyoftheEmperor'sportraitsinNewYorkandChicagowerebeingtakenbytheJapanese.Astudentclerk,Mr.Hashizume,plannedtotakethemonJuly30,1941bytraintoSanFrancisco,whereMinisterKanameWakasugiwouldtransportthepicturestoJapanon 

AsamaMaru.438PARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLDMinisterYoshiakiMiurawasinformedJune1941,thatJapanhadappropriated100,000
toMr.Matsuoka,MexicoCitywasthenaturalgeographicalcenterforanintelligencebase,althoughRiodeJaneiro,BuenosAires,andSantiagowouldalsobeuseful.TheJapaneseMinisterinMexicowasremindedthatincooperationwithJapaneseofficialsinLosAngeles,Houston,NewOrleans,andNewYork,thesefundsweretobeusedprincipallyforintelligence 



In line with Japan's policy of bringing "fifth columnists" to Japan for instruptions, Consul

Diaz, had been investigated by the Japanese Minister, but approval for the financing of his
trip had not been granted by Tokyo. 441

111. Japan Seeks Essential Military Supplies in Mexico.

needed military materials, proposing payment by either the barter system or compensatory

trade. However, he believed that there existed little likelihood of his succeeding by approach-

being exerted by the United States, and because Mexican businessmen expected that sooner
or later an embargo or export license system, affecting the export to Japan of mercury and
other materials, would be initiated. Mr. Yamagata thought it advisable, therefore, to make
purchases as quickly and as secretly as possible. Since he felt that political trends in the Carib-
bean and Central American countries should also be taken into consideration, Mr. Yamagata

planned to visit Panama, Colombia and Peru.442
Experiencing difficulty in achieving satisfaCtory trade relations and in organizing intelli-

gence activities, the Japanese Minister to Mexico, Yoshiaki Miura, had discussed with Mr.

to leave Spain because of lack of steamer accommodations, Minister Miura suggested the

sending of a capable person in his place, who, in addition to taking general charge of the Mexi-
can office, would have responsibility for either the trade or intelligence work. This would leave

and Mr. Samijima, who, although capable men, had been there too long to help in creating a

to the Mexico City office was later thought to be inadvisable in view of current conditions, 444

and probably because of Mr. Kato's intelligence activities.445

112. Japanese Apprehension Concerning the Prospective Effects of the American-Mexican Nego-
tiations.

Fearing that Japanese-Mexican trade would be seriously affected by negotiations under way
between America and Mexico to exchange necessary war materials, Minister Miura, referring
to an Associated Press release of a statement issued by the Mexican Foreign Office, thought

vised on June 27, 1941 that a detailed report would be forthcoming shortly. 446

""II, 385.
'4111,386.
"'11,387-390.
44311,391.
"'II, 392.
44511, 393.

"'11, 394.

99

1941

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
GeneralKatsuyaSato,Mexico,waspreparingsendTokyo,JoseLlergo,anoutstandingnewsreporter,whomhethoughtcapablegreatlyinfluencingtheMexicanMexicanpress.44OTripsJapanfortwoothermen,underlingsMaximinoCamacho,totototofacilitatetheirfutureuseininpropaganda,werealsosuggestedbyMinisterYoshiakiMiura.Oneofofofthese,aMr.Isaac OnJune24,MinisterKiyoshiYamagatainMexicowasattemptingtonegotiatefor ingMexicanauthoritiesthroughtheusualchannels,inasmuchasadditionalpressurewas YamagataexpansionMexicanofficetomeetwartimeneeds.SinceKeizoFujii,appointedasFirstSecretarySecretaryofofthethetheJapaneseLegationinMexico,wasfindingitdifficult SecretarySatofreetolookafterotherduties.ReplacementsweresuggestedforMr.Kataoka newatmosphereintheoffice.443ThesuggestionthatMr.SotomatsuKatoofMexicalibesent thatitwould

bebesttodiscussmatteropenlywiththetheMexicanForeignMinister.Head



Minister Miura assured Tokyo on June 24, 1941 that it should merely watch cooly the course

of American materials anywhere outside the American countries, paid a visit to Foreign Min-

can powers, and had nothing to do with other countries.448
Minister Miura further inquired as to the possibility of Mexico's being prevented from sell-

ing her surplus materials to the Japanese. Admitting that the gist of the American proposal

pointed out that should such an agreement be concluded, the friendly relations which had

replied that the Mexican government was hesitating because disruption of the Japanese-
Mexican relationship would be most regrettable, but that, since Mexico had to obtain ma-

that Japan, instead of the United States, could sell the machinery to Mexico was quite beside
the point.

Miura referred to a list offered by the Japanese Chief of the Commercial Section which Minis-
ter Yamagata had brought to Mexico. The Foreign Minister, however, avoided discussion of
this by saying that these points were being studied by experts in various departments. Minis-
ter Miura assured the Foreign Minister that goods purchased by Japan would not be reshipped

war would end sooner than expected. Mr. Padilla, in closing the interview, said that he would

consider the Japanese Minister's remarks in examining the treaty. 449

113. Japan Establishes Espionage Routes from the United States to Mexico.

between Mexico and the United States at once in connection with the intel!igence network to
be organized, asked that regular reports concerning its progress be made.45O

were many Japanese inhabitants in his vicinity, not one of them belonged to the intelligen-
tsia. Minister Miura believed that in spite of the difficulty of conducting intelligence work in
a border city having a population of only 15,000, the work there would be useful, provided that

arations.451
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ofeventssinceforthetimebeingtherewasnothingtoworryabout.447Meanwhile,thesafetyofJapanesefishingshipsinMexicanwaterswasaproblem,althoughOnJuly2,1941,MinisterMiura,disturbedbyAssociatedPressreportsfromWashingtoneffectthatpendingAmerican-Mexicantreatywasdesignedtotopreventthethetheshipment isterEzequielPadilla.Whenaskedifthesereportsweretrue,Mr.PadillaansweredMexicowasconsideringanagreementofthiskind,butthatthatthematterconcernedonlyAmerigoodsweretobeshippedoutofAmericanAmericanstates,Mr.PadillasaidthatthatMexicowaswasstillconsideringthematter,buthadasyetnotnotdecided.MinisterMiurathen existedbetweenMexicoandJapanforalongtimewouldbemarred.ForeignMinisterPadilla chineryandothergoods,itwasnecessarysellMexicangoodstototheUnitedStates.Tosay ArguingthatJapanwasnowinpositiontosell
surplusesofheavyindustrialgoods,Minister toGermany,andstateditwasfeelingofJapanesegovernmentthatthatthethetheEuropean OnJune28,1941Mr.Matsu,oka,requestingMinisterMiuratoestablishcommunication Mr.Kato,inMexicali,reportedonJuly2,1941ifintelligenceworkweretocarriedon,itwasabsolutelynecessarythatthatbothnewfundsandpersonnelbebesupplied.Althoughthere intelligencenetsinvicinitywerewellorganized,especiallyifwithdrawalofJapaneseofficialsfromthethetheUnitedStatesshouldbecomenecessary.Forthisreason,MinisterMiuraproposedtoestablishconnectionswithLosLosAngelesAngelesandandandmakenecessaryprep'~,399. 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
ByJuly4,1941,impressedwiththenecessityofhasteinviewofthedelicateJapanese-

American situation, Minister Miura was attempting to establish an international route by

whichintelligencecouldberelayedfromtheUnitedStatestoTokyo.HeplannedtouseMexico

City as headquarters for the collection of observations and opinions gathered from the espion-
agenetintheUnitedStates.ToeffectquickpassageintoMexico,hesuggestedthatJapaneseintelligenceagentsintheUnitedStatesbereducedatoncefromtheirofficialstatustothatofcivilians,therebyallowingthemtomakerepresentationsasindividualstotheMexicangov-

ernment.

Urging that before it became too late, Japanese agents in the border areas should secure
passport visas and should begin to perform their intelligence duties, Minister Miura ad-
vocatedtheopeningofofficesinLaredo,EIPaso,Nogales,andMexicalitoestablisharouteforthetransmissionofintelligence.OnatriptoNewOrleansandHouston,theJapaneseMin-

ister had discovered that the organizing of an intelligence net had been given not the slightest
consideration. Mr. Yamagata's party, passing through Los Angeles, had discovered a similar
situation. However, by July 4, 1941, these offices, under orders from Tokyo, had gradually
brought their plans to a head.

Disclaiming responsibility for the organization of an espionage net in the United States,
MinisterMiuradeclaredthatthisactivitywasdefinitelyafunctionofJapanesediplomats

in the United States. Believing that the establishment of the intelligence transmission route

wasseparatefromthecreationofanespionagenet,hearguedthatitwasquiteimpossibleforofficialsinMexicoCitytobringthelatterintobeing.Toavertworkingatcrosspurposes,how-

ever, Minister Miura asked Tokyo for additional information.452

OnJuly22,afteraconferencewithMessrs.Terasaki,Ito,andKato,itwasdecidedtoaban-

don the idea of using Mexicali as an intelligence center. Mr. Miura argued that its location
anditstransportationandcommunicationfacilitiesweredisadvantageous,andthatitsJapa-nesecitizenswereundertheclosestsurveillance.Mexicali,heconcluded,wouldnotbesuit-

able for any intelligence activity. 453

Tocompleteplansfortheestablishmentofanespionagenet,ConsulItoandSecretary

Terasaki went to Mexico on an itinerary which included Mexico City, Panama, Port of Spain,

andRiodeJaneiro.454AfterconferringwithSecretaryTerasakiandConsulIto,MinisterMiura,havinghadachangeofmind,warnedTokyothatMexico,ascomparedwithBrazil,

Argentina and Chile, should not be considered as a main base of intelligence, although a study
of plans for intelligence routes and connections in Mexico should be continued. Aside from the

fact that the general feeling in Mexico towards Japan was not pleasant, and tha,t Mexico might
be viewed as a dependency of the United States, difficulties in attempting to get information
about internal conditions in the United States would occur. If Mexico went to war, it would be
impossible, because of communications, to transfer or expand the Japanese intelligence
organization.455

TosupporttheestablishmentoftheJapaneseintelligencenet,whichwastohaveitshead-

quarters in Mexico City, three routes to Mexico from the United States, via Laredo, Ciudad-

JuarezandMexicali,werebeingconsidered.AChileanroutefromManzanillotoMexico,and
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a Brazilian route by way of Vera Cruz were also to be formed. Japanese officials in the United

were to be decided upon at a later date. Mr. Matsuoka stressed the importance of preparing
such routes against the coming of war, and warned that nothing should be done which would
jeopardize their security. 456

114. Japanese Plans to Operate a Secret Radio in Mexico.

Continuing their preparations for intelligence work in case the United States and Mexican

offices were withdrawn, the Japanese planned to install a secret transmitter in Mexico City.
If the apparatus were discovered by Mexico, Japanese officials were determined to plead
diplomatic immunity. In view of the difficulty of procuring parts for the transmitter, the pos-ofthein
115. Japanese Concern with Mexico's Pro-American Attitude.

Summarizing the Mexican situation in a report to Tokyo on July 4, 1941, Minister Miura
reiterated that in spite of his best efforts to foster anti-American and anti-war atmosphere in
Mexico, he felt that it was impossible to achieve much along these lines. The success of Japa-
nese plans would be determined by the political and foreign policy of Mexico, as directed by

it was impossible to procure any information of value to Japan.

United States held in regard to other nations of the hemisphere, Minister Miura felt that it wastoupthe
future coordination among the American nations. For this reason, and following the suggestions
of Military Atta<:he Yoshiaki Nishi, he advised the supporting of a rebellion in Guatemala which

Neighbor Policy" and would cause a cleavage between the countries on the American conti-
nent by upsetting the political balance as far south as Panama. Minister Miura advised that

funds be appropriated to begin preparation, if his plan appeared feasible in the light of Japa-
nese national policy. 458

Commenting on the uselessness of attempting to sway official opinion in Mexico, Minister
Miura stated that no other nation on the American continent was so influenced by the UnitedaswasHeitto
merce. Considering this fact, Minister Miura, as well as Japanese officials in San Francisco,

returned in the custody of the captain of the Ginyo Maru, and another on the Kamakura
Maru.460 Mr. Matsuoka approved this plan, but warned that care should be taken in dealing
with the captain of the vessel. 461

'..il,411.
mil, 412.

mil, 413-414.

'."II, 415.
'."II, 416-418.

mil, 419-420.

102

StatesandMexicoweretoworkoutthedetailsoftheirown-espionagenetssoastocoordinate
them,andtheyweretodevelopaplanformakingcontactsandexchangesontheborder.Themeansforkeepingincontactthroughtelegraph,telephone,memorandaandwordofmouthsibilityassemblingequipmenttheUnitedStateswassuggested.457 

PresidentCamachoandhisCabinet,andsincethesegentlemenwerestronglypro-American, PointingoutthatthefirstaimoftheJapanesewastounderminetheleadershipwhichthenecessarybreakso-called"GoodNeighborPolicy",therebydestroyinganypossibilityof
wouldhavetobequietedbyUnitedStates'armedforces.Thiswouldviolatethe"GoodStatesMexico.459founddifficultjudgewhetherornotMexicowouldfollowthe
UnitedStatesintowar,but,inanycase,itwasnowimpossibletocarryontrans-PacificcomwerearrangingforthesecretreturnoftheEmperor'sportraitstoJapan.Oneportraitwasbeing 



116. Japan Considers the Evacuation ofIts Nationals in the United States.

In the event that the Japanese-American relationship was severed, the Japanese Minister

ever, because of the manner in which the United States and Mexico had been treating Ger-

Japanese residents from other countries to enter its borders.

immediate one, since many Japanese in the United States would choose to remain there. If
Mexico took an attitude completely in harmony with that of the United States, the repatri-
ation of the Japanese in Mexico to Japan would be extremely difficult. In the light of this

enterprises and property of Japanese residents.462
Reporting on this meeting of July 19, 1941, Japanese officials listed several points which had

been decided in relation to the best method of solving their problems in Mexico. They planned

to establish an efficient system of liaison between the Mexico City office and other districts.

this way, it would be possible to promote better feeling among the Mexicans toward the Japa-

to point to the freezing of Japanese assets in Mexico.463

117. Japan Attempts to Exert Economic Pressure Against Mexico.

Minister Miura suggested to Foreign Minister Matsuoka, on July 10, 1941, that a Japanese

since Japan lacked a diplomatic office at this port, Americans were spying upon Japanese
vessels to determine what goods were being shipped to Japan.464 Apparently as a retaliatory
measure against the strict control of Mexican exports to Japan, Mr. Matsuoka reported on
July 10, 1941 that there was no Japanese export plan for the shipments of artificial silk to

fense order, permits had to be obtained for the exportation of silk thread, he asked that Minis-
ter Miura send his opinion concerning the limiting of Japanese exports to Mexico. 465

interview with the Minister of Economics, he had cornered him at a social function and, as a

result, had obtained an interview on July 12, 1941. In view of the prospective signing of the
Mexican-American agreement, Minister Miura declared that should the major part of the
present Japanese-Mexican trade come under the terms of the Mexican-American agreement,

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
inMexicowasconsideringevacuationofJapanesenationalsfromthetheUnitedStates.How-mansandItalians,MinisterMiurafeltthattherewasnopossibilityofMexico'sallowing ThequestionofaccommodatingJapanesenationalsfromtheUnitedStateswasnotan situation,preparationsweremadeincallameetingfourteenorfifteenJapaneserepresentativesfromvariouspartscountrytotodiscussquestionsmutualhelp,maintenanceliaisonbetweenMexicoMexicoCityCitydistricts,andandthethethetheprotectionofofofofof Thecountrywouldbedividedintonineareaswithaliaisonofficerchargeofeach,andinin nesepeople,anddevisemethodsbetakentototoprotectJapanesefirms,ifindicationsbegan ConsulatebeatofManzanillo.Althoughportportrelativelyunimportant,bothUnitedStatesandGreatBritainhadestablishedestablishedconsulatesthere.NotonlywaswasthethethetheAmericanConsulbringingconsiderablepressuretobear

onMexicanofficials,but MexicoinJuly,becausetheshortageofofships.Explainingthat,owingtoagovernmentde-Threedayslater,MinisterMiurawiredthat,althoughhehadbeenunabletosecurean Mexicowouldbeunablecontinuetheirpresentcloserelations.HepointedoutMexicanmercuryandandotheritemswereessentialJapanJapanasasJapaneserayonwastototoMexico.TheMinisterofEconomics,however,avoidedthisdiscussionbysayingthatthatuntil'.211,
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thepacthadbeenagreedupon,hewasinnopositiontotalkaboutsuchamatter,butthatinhisownpersonalopinion,aMexicanlawwouldbeputintoeffectrestrictingtheexportingof

materials to nations other than those of the American continent. The Japanese Ambassador
again argued without success, that his country was in a position to supply Mexico with a great
deal of heavy industrial and chemical products. 466

ArumorthattheUnitedStatesplannedtoestablishabranchoftheTreasurypepartmentinMexicoCitygaverisetoJapanesefearsthatsuchamovewasbeingundertakentoensurethattheprovisionsofthependingtreatywerecarriedout.467Feelingthatadefiniteposition

should be taken by Japan, at this time, in regard to the Mexican-American agreement on

July15,1941,MinisterMiuraassembledJapanesebusinessmen,aswellashismilitaryandnavalattaches,todiscussplansofprocedure.ItwasdecidedthatasatestofMexico'sinten-tions,Mexicanofficialsshouldbeaskedtoapprovetheexportingofgoodsalreadyundercon-

tract to Japan. If Mexico refused to cooperate, the use of Japanese shipping would be denied
toit,andastoppageofrayonandotheressentialgoodswouldensue.AlthoughtwoJapanese

vessels loaded with rayon had arrived in Manzanillo and had already begun unloading, it was
still possible to prevent the unloading of the Heiyo Maru, alsoladenwithrayon,whichwas

scheduled to arrive July 25, 1941.468

ToaninquiryfromTokyoconcerningtheinformationthatofficialsatManzanillowould

not give clearance to the Akagi Maru,469 Minister Miura answered that, in spite of the pressure
exerted by British and American Consuls, the ship had been able to sail, and that no such
incident had occurred. The Japanese Minister, declaring that the facts had been misrepre-
sented, asked that the source of the news be traced.470 Three days later, Tokyo replied that the
report had been wired from the American Metal Company of Manzanillo, a Mitsui subsidiary,bywayofthecompany'sNewYorkbranch.471
118. Japanese Reaction to American-Mexican Agreement (July 15, 1941).

ThemuchfearedagreementbetweentheUnitedStatesandMexicowasannouncedbyofficialproclamationonJuly15,1941.InaninterviewwithMr.J.T.Bodet,theMexicanFor-eignMinster,concerningthisnewdevelopment,Mr.Miuralearnedthatthetermscontained

in the proclamation would be carried out without waiting for the completion of details. Mr.

Bodetfeltthattheembargolawwouldbeinterpretedinitsstrictestsenseandthateventhosearticlespreviouslycontractedforwouldimmediatelycomeunderthetermsoftheproclama-

tion. In spite of the Japanese Minister's insistence that Japanese businessmen would suffer
enormous losses, the Mexican Vice Minister was adamant in interpreting the Presidential
proclamation as applicable both to goods previously and subsequently contracted for, and

regardlessofthenationalityofthemerchantshandlingthem.472Thesestatementswerecon-firmedofficiallyonJuly19,1941,whenMinisterMiurawasaskedtocallonhim.
TheproblemofkeepingthecargooftheHeiyo Maru out of Mexico was a perplexing one,

andMr.MiurafeltitnecessaryagaintoconsultanassemblyofJapanesenationalsconcerningthismatter.Consideringthedifficultyoftheship'sleavingMexicowhilestillloaded,and

'..II, 425.

mIl, 426.

'.'II,427.
'.'II, 428.

""II, 429.

mIl, 430.

'7'II, 431.

104



Mexico had no other rayon supply, and that its need and the agitation of the few capitalists
controlling raw materials would grow, the best solution appeared to be the authorization of no
other shipments of rayon to Mexico.473

trade 20,000 cases of rayon for 8,000 bottles of mercury. Various details of transportation and
payment created difficulties, but were being discussed.474

Approving this move, Tokyo, on July 22, 1941, advised that until definite results could be
obtained through their undercover operations, it would be necessary to negotiate officially for
the exchange of goods already under contract. Japan's decision to stop the shipment in

Japan found it necessary to recognize only these contracts which assured Japan of the acqui-
sition of needed goods. Because the amount of supplies which the United States could furnish
Mexico would affect its activities to a large extent, Japan asked that all intelligence on this
subject be forwarded.475

Japanese officials in Mexico were advised on July 23, 1941, that in view of Mexico's embargo
of materials essential to Japan, the Japanese ministries had decided to prohibit the exporting
not only of rayon, but of all other general merchandise to Mexico.476

Minister Miura, realizing that such a decision would react unfavorably upon opinion in South
America, and that Japan could still obtain such items as petroleum products, pine tar, cotton
and cotton "linters" declared that this trump card of complete prohibition of exports should be
carefully played.477 Submitting a report on artificial silk, mercury and other mineral productsonthehetoitsitnotbeto
ment, regardless of loss or profit, was prepared to offer rayon at one-half the price of American

used at least to foster anti-American ideas by publicizing the fact that Mexicans could procure
Japanese rayon at half the price at which they were now buying it from the United States.479

lead left in Manzanillo. The Mexican Minister of Economics, queried by the Mitsui Company,
said that the United States had asked that Japan not be allowed to export the lead, since it was
necessary for defense, and that, therefore, he would have to refuse. 480
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sinceitwouldbeunabletotransportitsscheduledcargofromSouthAmerica,Mr.Miurareportedontheadvisabilityofhavingthevesselpeacefullyunloaded.Inviewofthefactthat TheproclamationofJuly15,1941,broughttoanendtheattemptsofJapaneseofficialstoworkthroughMaximinoCamacho,andthus,planswerelaidtoobtainmaterialsthroughanotheragent.ArmedwiththeassurancethattheUnitedStatescouldnotsupplyMexico'sneedforrayon,oneofMinisterMiura'sagentsnegotiatedwiththeMexicanEconomicMinisterto Augustof7,000boxesofrayon,wastobeexplainedtotheMexicangovernmentbysayingthat 

sameday,encouragedJapandelayembargo,sincewaspossiblethattheUnitedStateswouldablesupplythenecessaryamountofmaterials.478TheJapanesegovern-
rayon,ifassurancesweremadethatexportsnecessarytoJapanwouldbesentinreturn.IfthisproposalwererefusedbytheMexicangovernment,itwashopedthatthisinformationcouldbe OnJuly30,1941,TokyolearnedthatitwouldbeimpossibletomoveasupplyofJapanese 



With expenses mounting, and unable to cash salary checks in Mexico after the freezing of

mittances. Informing Tokyo that he had but $12,000 on hand, he pointed out that expenses for
June and July would leave him with a deficit of $600. Furthermore, he reminded his superiors
that the Japanese army and navy, on January 24, 1941, had found a way to furnish their per-

119. Diplomatic Protection of Japanese Funds in Mexico.

had been discussed on July 14, 1941. Replying to Tokyo's suggestion that $350,000, said to be the
capital of the Pacific Petroleum Company in Mexico, be credited to the Japanese Legation, so

turned back to Japan, all investment made so far would have in vain; and that not only would

dict whether, with only $300,000 left for research, it would be possible to discover an oil vein.482
With little hesitation, Foreign Minister Toyoda instructed that the $300,000 be turned over to

the company at once, but that it be kept at the Legation to prevent the money from being frozen
or seized. In the event that additional funds were needed, the matter would have to be given
further consideration. When the United States froze Japanese funds on July 25, 1941, the Pacific
Petroleum Company directed Mr. Okumura to turn their Mexican funds over to the Japanese
Legation. Mr. Okumura informed the Japanese company that he would comply with these in-
structions, and that three of its employees were being sent home. Since the use of code telegrams
had been prohibited since July 22, 1941, all telegrams pertaining to the business of the company
were to be sent through the Japanese Legation. 483

C-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

(c) Japanese-South American Relations.

120. Japan Acquires Intelligence Concerning the United States.

situation develop unfavorably for Britain, America's Pacific policy would prevent Japan from

increasing the number of its bombers in the Pacific, was planning to ship essential military
products to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, and would soon direct an embargo against Japan.

son, it was rumored that the United States would prevent German seizure of the Atlantic islandsoftwoasasof
48111, 443.
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assetsinAmerica,MinisterMiurasuggestedthathisgovernmentfindsomewaytomakeresonnelwithenoughmoneyfor~wholeyear.481
ThepossibilityofreturningtoJapana10,000,000yeninvestmentinaMexicanoilcompany thatitcouldnotbeseized,MinisterMiuramentionedtwoobjections:Thatifthemoneywere thestatusofthecompanybeuncertainincaseofanemergency,butitwasimpossibletopre-PART DIPLOMATIC THROUGHOUTTHEWORLD MuchintelligenceregardingtheactivitiesoftheUnitedStateswassentfromSouthAmericatoTokyo.FromRiodeJaneiroitwasallegedonJune4,1941thatshouldtheSuez-NearEast attackingEnglandintheFarEast.AssertingthatAmerica'sattitudetowardJapanwasbecomingstrongerandmore"warlike",AmbassadorItaroIshiipointedoutthattheUnitedStateswas SinceGermanywouldpossiblybringpressureuponSpainandPortugalaftertheharvestsea-

thesecountrieswellDakar.484 



declared that revisions to the Neutrality Act would undoubtedly be passed by Congress; that
after American ships had been sunk, the United States government expected American public
opinion to insist upon defense of its shipping; that such an expression as "the freedom of the

incident occurred, or until American public opinion was swayed to the point where participationwas
121. Alleged American Economic and Political Pressure in South America.

institute, an export license system and other measures to limit exports to Japan, Tokyo advised
its ambassadors to combat the belief that such products were being re-exported from Japan to
Germany. They were to give assurance that Japan was importing but sixty per cent of her needs
from Central and South America, and was in no position to re-export these products to any

inati_ons on the part of the United States.486
Meanwhile, an extensive shifting of the Japanese diplomatic staff took place in South Ameri-

ca during July. Many of the changes involved the Naval and Military Attaches.487 Japanese

but also about their loyalty, as influenced by propaganda. pamphlet, entitled Americanism,

by first-generation Japanese.488

(a) Brazil.toMr.asof
their President's power was wasting away. Mr. Ishii regretted that the Axis was not using

counter-measures against American influence. 489

In connection with the setting up of Japanese youth training centers in Brazil, Foreign Minis-
ter Toyoda warned that in order to forestall suspicion on the part of Brazilian authorities, it
would be necessary to exercise caution. If the budget and actual operation of these centers were

jeopardize their whole policy in that country. Rather than subsidize the Japanese training cen-
ters, Foreign Minister Toyoda felt that the functioning of such organizations should depend upon
the instructor's personal merits.490
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TheJapaneseAmbassadorinBrazilpredictedthattheAmericanpatrols,whichhadbeenproposedinplaceoftheconvoysystem,wouldinevitablyclashwithGermansubmarinesorplanes.FurtherillustratingtheimpossibilityoftheUnitedStates'stayingoutofwar,Mr.Ishii seas"wasbutanexcuseformaintainingcontroloftheseas;andthatthemaintenanceofAmerican"non-belligerency"wasbutastop-gapwhilepreparationsforwarwouldbemadeuntilan possible!86
InanattempttoreassureSouthAmericancountrieswhichhadinstituted,orwereaboutto thirdcountry.SuchrestrictivemeasureswerebelievedbytheJapanesetobetheresultofmachofficialsinSouthAmericancountrieswerealarmednotonlyaboutthesafetyoftheirnationals, A publishedbytheCentralJapaneseSocietyinLosAngeles,wasthesubjectofaninquiryfromMr.IshiiinBrazil.Hewasespeciallyconcernedwiththecommentsmadeonthesepamphlets 

AccordingIshii,Brazil,onetheABCpowersofSouthAmerica,wasmostvulner
abletothepressureappliedtoherbytheUnitedStates.CommentingonthecorruptionwhichappearedtobeincertainBraziliancircles,headvisedthattheUnitedStateswasusinglargesumsofmoneytoinfiltratequitedeeply,and,asaresult,manyBraziliansweresayingthat placedinthehandsofJapanesediplomatsinBrazil,itwasfearedthatsuchactivitiesmight 

452,460. 



Since caution was desirable in dealing with Brazil, Mr. Ishii had burned all secret papers ofthe

Emperor's portrait back to Japan.491

(b) Chile.

United States for the use of the Straits of Magellan had been refused in view of the Chilean peace
policy.492 However, members of the Chilean Congress revealed on June 6, 1941 that because the
United States had begun to prevent the export of essential materials, Chile would do likewise.

Chile's Foreign Minister had predicted on June 6, 1941 that although there would hardly be a
total embargo placed on exports to Japan, the license system would probably be instituted tobyIn
found that it dealt principally with re-exportation of materials and the export license system, and
reported that there was strong support for its passage.493

Meanwhile, the terms of a Japanese-Chilean mineral contract with the "Cobaltera", an

organization in Chile responsible for the handling of the entire annual output of ore for Japan,theofa
development of mines. 494

According to Consul Kawasaki, the Communist Party and the pro-American wing of the
Socialist Party had been creating dissension in Chile since the beginning of the German-Soviet

demonstrations had been planned, but had been dispersed by the Chilean government's stricttheof
(c) Argentina.

In Argentina, a recent presidential decree had no unfavorable effect on Japanese trade,
although the Japanese believed that the United States had tried to exert its influence.496
Argentina, nevertheless, had placed no restrictions on Japanese shipping. Difficulty withabe
priority for more urgent matters.497
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JapaneseEmbassyinRiodeJaneirowhichweredatedupto1934,andhadtakenprecautionsso
thattheotherpaperscouldbeburnedatanytime.Arrangementswerealsomadetotransferthe AreporttoTokyofromSantiagoonJune2,1941announcedthatamemberoftheChileanMilitaryCommissionhadconfidentiallyinformedtheGermanAmbassadorthatarequestbythereservematerialneededChile.addition,there-exportationofwarmaterialswouldprobably
beprohibited.ConsulIchiroKawasaki,aftersecretlyperusinganewlyproposedChileanbill,werebeingnegotiated.Uponconclusionthecontract,loanofonemillionpesoswastobe

madetothecompanybytheJapaneseontheconditionthatitbeuseddirectlyinthe conflict.TheChileanCommunistshadforgottentheirage-oldwaragainstBritishandAmericancapitalism,andweretakingastronganti-Germanstand.Inaccordancewiththisfeeling,street control.Moreover,anti-Germanmovingpictureshadbeenbanned,andtwoinfluentialnewspaperswerepredictingultimatedefeatRussia.495 
JapanesetelegraphicofficialswasnowencounteredinArgentinasincethenumberofrequest messagesbetweenJapanesefirmsandtheirhomeofficeswasincreasing.Forthisreason,MinisterShuiTomiiaskedthatdesignatorassignedforthisparticulartypeofmessagesoastoassure 



(d) Ecuador-Peru.

advantage of the strained relationship between Peru and Ecuador, had established headquarters

heard of in heaven or earth". According to this source, the people of Ecuador, who entertainedtotofor
Minister of Ecuador on June 14, 1941, revealed that the border situation was becoming more and

more "grave", and that Peru was preparing for war. 500

attack on the Peruvian consulate in Guayaquil, Peru had announced to the mediating powers, the

United States, Brazil and Argentina, that she was in accord with their solution to the affair.5Ol

presidential decree prohibiting the entrance of submarines of belligerent powers into Peruvian
waters and harbors.5O2

(e) Colombia.

and according to Japanese Minister Yanai, both flags were floating jointly everywhere, except on
government buildings. For this reason Mr. Yanai, who had been assigned to serve in both Peru
and Colombia, preferred to represent his country in Ecuador and Colombia, and had requested

the permission of the Ecuadorian government to do SO.503German activities in Colombia, he
reported, were not succeeding, since powerful officials, such as the Colombian president, were
beginning to favor England and the United States.5O4

(f) Venezuela.

States had suggested that all Central and South American countries apply pressure on Japanesetowastoifthe
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORthemostprofoundhatredforthePeruvians,expectedbeattackedatanymoment,498andwerelookingWashingtonassistance.499AninterviewoftheJapaneseMinisterwiththeForeign 
relayedTokyo.Mr.GoscoeOhgimi,theJapaneseMinistertoVenezuela,saidthateveryeffortbeingmadeascertainrumorhadanybasis.5O5 

ReportingfromEcuador,JapaneseMinisterIungoYanaiwiredthattheUnitedStates,taking Guayaquil,acommercialcityininEcuador,andwasspreadingfantasticstories"aswerenever ByJuly18,1941,however,TokyolearnedthatsinceEcuadorhadagreedtoapologizeforan Tokyowasalsoinformedthattomaintainneutrality,Peruhadissued,onJune27,1941,a IncontrastherPeru,Colombia'srelationsrelationswithwithwithEcuadorwereveryfriendly, Arumor,spreadbywivesofinfluentialmeninVenezuela,toeffectthatthethetheUnited residentsandhadindicatedmethodswherebytheseJapanesewouldbeforcedtoleave,wasmII,473. 



C-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

(d) Japanese-British Relations.

122. Japanese Security Precautions. to
Japanese offices in America, Europe, and Japanese-controlled cities throughout China.5O8into
ments through Tokyo, instead of through Portugal, to the Japanese Ambassador in Germany.509

123. Minor Incidents Disrupt Japanese-British Relations.theto
forbidden the use of any language but English and French in ordinary communications, and the
use of code messages was entirely denied to the Japanese consulate in Alexandria. In May 1941
other restrictive measures were set in motion against the Japanese in Egypt,510 and, according
to Tokyo, Australia exhibited her faithfulness to England by growing more hostile in her dealings
with Japan.

refused to obey England, and where many favored Italy. Meanwhile the Sikhs and the

The four year's detention of Mr. Davis, an English minister, who had been arrested in NorthatoonIt
some grounds for releasing him.512 In the meantime, the Japanese had been disturbed becausetheinforinit
nated against the Japanese in granting visas to travel throughout its Empire, Tokyo enacted
retaliatory measures. All British applications for Japanese passports were thereafter referred to a
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PART DIPLOMATIC THROUGHOUTTHEWORLD AttheendofMay1941Japanrealizedtheneedforgreatersecurityinitsdiplomaticcode.AtthesametimethatradicalchangesintheJapanesecodeswereeffectedinLondon,thespecialsystemusedsolelybetweenBerlinandTokyowasalsoberevised.5O6Becauseofthecontinued
inadequacyofJapanesecourierservice,newdiplomaticcodeshadtobedevisedbyMr.KawamotoattheLondonEmbassy.TheywerethenrelayedtotheJapaneseAmbassadorinBerlinwhodistributedthenewsystemstorepresentativesofhisgovernmentthroughoutEurope.507Copiesoftheregulationsgoverningtheuseofthisnewsystemwereforwardedto InviewofGreatBritain'sstrictcensorshipofmessagestransmittedtoandfromPortugal,JapaneseagentsCapetownwereforcedsendespionagereportsconcerningshippingmove-DuringperiodfromMayJune1941British-Japaneserelationsweresomewhatdisturbed

byseveralincidentsofvaryingsignificance.OnMarch5,1941theEgyptiangovernmenthad TheJapanesesawthepossibilityofanallyinIndia,however,wherethePunjabtroopshadMohammedanswerecreatinginternalstrife.511China,causedBritishprotestTokyoMay20,1941.wassuggestedthattheJapanesefindBritishconsulateLosAngeleshadplacedelevenseamenfromthewhalerTonanMaruonablacklistunknownreasons.513WhenJune1941wasreportedthatEnglandhaddiscrimispecialofficebeforetheyweregranted.514
Ontheotherhand,thoughGermanclaimstoowningandoperatingfactoriesinShanghaianditsvicinityweredeniedbytheJapanese,demandsmadeinJune1941bytheSinChang 



Hunan Province were being discriminated against by the Japanese, Tokyo warned its
representatives on June 10, 1941 that this type of treatment would not benefit Japan in view of

the general political situation; and since such a misunderstanding would be extremely dangerous,was
along the borders constituted an imposing threat to Thailand.517124.

In May 1941 the Japanese Ambassador in London was ordered home, ostensibly for confer-

ences with the Japanese Foreign Minister. For the benefit of Sir Robert Craigie, the British
Ambassador, and his government, this recall was explained as being merely a routine return
to report on certain matters, but the Japanese Ambassador knew that he would never return to
his post.516 His efforts to restrain Japan from collaboration with the Axis had evidently dis-andtohetheofininor
125. Japanese Interest in British-German Peace Talk.Inthe
British government or one of its great statesmen such as Lloyd George were to present a peacetheit.
but Erne~t Bevin did not intend to supplant him.522 From United States sources it appeared thattheof
Mr. Oshima himself believed that these rumors concerning England and Germany proved thatandon
Tripartite Pact and to sever relations between Berlin and Vichy. Furthermore, according to

Japan.524
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORCompany,aBritishfirm,werereadilygranted.515Onanotheroccasion,whenBritishfirmsintheitrequestedthatthediscriminationbestoppedimmediately.516
However,suchincidentsastheflightsoversouthernThailandonMay10and22,1941byBritishplanes,andthearrestingandimprisonmentoftwoBritishofficerswhohadcrossedtheborder,intensifiedthedelicatesituationbetweenthetwonations.FromBangkok,thecapitolofThailand,onJune12,1941camethereportthatlargeandsystematicmovementsoftheBritish JapanRecallsAmbassadorShigemitsufromLondon. 

pleasedMr.Matsuoka.AmbassadorMamoruShigemitsuplannedtogofromLisbontoNewYork,519thenSanFranciscowherewasscheduledforpassageaboardtheYawataMaruaboutmiddleJuly,1941.520WhiletheUnitedStateshewastomeetAmbassadorNomuraNewYorkWashington.521June1941AxispowerswereconvincedthattheoutcomeoftheEuropeanwarwasalready
decided.AJapanesereportoftheviewsofaBritishForeignOfficeofficialstatedthatifthe proposal,peoplewouldacceptWinstonChurchill'sinfluencewasbelievedtobedeclining,
AmericawascertainJapanwouldnotenterthewar,andforthatreasonwasexhibitinglittle anxietyoverbreak-upJapanesenegotiationswiththeDutchEastIndies.523

ThoughrumorsofaBritish-GermanpeacewereastirintheUnitedStates,GermanForeignMinisterJoachimvonRibbentropassuredJapaneseAmbassadorOshimathattheonlyreasonsuchtalkhadbeeninventedwastodivorceJapanfromtheTripartitePact.Ontheotherhand,LondonWashingtonwerecooperatingpropagandasincetheywereanxioustoweakenthe
AmbassadorOshima,LondonwasusingtheUnitedStatesforitsownaimsinrestraining 



126. Japanese Reports on British Shipping.

Tokyo was closely observing England's activities throughout the world, for during June 1941
many intelligence reports concerning British shipping movements were obtained. British ship-

tremendous increase of shipping via South Africa.

From Capetown on June 11, 1941 came detailed information concerning allied ships, unpro-

the port of Durban on June 10, 1941 carrying 10,000 South African troops. Another ship carryingatandtoanyofthein
theless, the Japanese attempted to discover the nationality, numbers and routes of the many

Eastern India put in at the Portuguese port of Laurenco Marques to escape Axis submarines. 528127.to
In spite of Japanese protests on June 4, 1941 against England's granting of aid to China, For-

giving greater consideration to the Japanese question. 529

128. Japan's Anxiety Concerning British-Russian Relations.

In early June 1941 the British Ambassador to Moscow, Sir Stafford Cripps, returned to Eng-
c

Japanese felt that any Russo-British collaboration would endanger the interests of the Axis.531
China was also interested in any agreement that the British might contract with Russia, since
they hoped that it would also cover the Far Eastern situation and would provoke a British~Japa-
nese collision.532

to see the threat on the eastern border of Russian eliminated and the safety of the British colo-

between China and Japan, based on the condition that Japan would withdraw from the Axis.
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pingatthistimewasextremelyheavy,andbecauseofItaly'sdeclarationofwar,therewasa tectedbyconvoyescorts,whichweretransportingthousandsofBritishtroopstoEgypt.FrenchandNetherlandsships,commandeeredbytheBritishsincethebeginningofthewar,alsoleftnativeBelgianCongotroopsleftDurbanapproximatelythesametime.525
AwareofJapaneseagents,Britainincreasedthesecrecysurroundingthesemovements,526 accessdockareasCapetownandDurbanwasstrictlyforbidden.52?Never-

shipsinthoseharbors.TheJapanesealsolearnedthatinclearweathershippingfromNorth JapanProtestsBritishAidChina.
eignMinisterAnthonyEdenhimselfmadeitclearthatEnglandhadlittleconcernaboutoffendingtheTripartitepowers.However,theJapaneseAmbassadorbelievedthatBritainwas Nevertheless,twomonthslater,onAugust2,1941areportfromShanghaiwasevidencethatBritainwasstillmaintainingclosecollaborationwithChina,especiallywiththemilitaryauthorities.53O 
land;andsincerelationsbetweenGermanyandRussiawerenowatthebreakingpoint,the TokyowasinformedthatonJune21,1941,thedaybeforewarbeganbetweenGermanyandRussia,theBritishAmbassadorinRomehadconferredwiththeRussianAmbassador.SpeakingunderinstructionsfromLondon,theBritishAmbassadorhadstatedthatBritainwasanxious niesinthePacificassured.Hebelievedthatonepossiblesolutionlayineffectingacompromise 



Since Russia did not feel that Japan would drop her affiliations with either Germany or Italy

nese-Chinese war was an important factor in preventing Japan from extending aid to the other

Axis powers. 533

129. Britain Inquires About Japanese Attitude Toward the German-Russian War.

Japan was interested in British reactions to the impending German-Russian situation, and

Craigie's inquiries on July 4, 1941 regarding this matter, the Japanese Foreign Minister pointed
out that the national policy of Japan was built on the Tripartite Pact. Nevertheless, the terms

quested the assistance of its allies.534

130. Japan Fears British Seizure ofIts Ships (July 25, 1941).

ence, Japan greatly increased its shipping during the month of June. In accordance with this

pected to oppose this move.535

4, 1941,Tokyo, anticipating difficulty with the British government in regard to nickel

don to approach Mr. Eden with the request that Japanese ships be allowed to proceed unmolested
in the loading of another nickel allotment.536 After July 25, 1941, however, when the freezing
order had been put into effect, Japan, fearing that England and the United States would seize
its ships, secretly instructed the captains of all ships at anchor to leave port immediately, andatseato
lessened, and the Foreign Minister permitted Japanese vessels to return to the foreign ports
from which they had been recalled. With regard to the unloading of cargo, however, numerous

been unloaded, payment could be applied to exports for the Japanese.538

131. Japan Protests British Reconnaissance in Far East.

Although keeping close check on British tlctivities, Japan resented Britain's attempts to
watch Japanese maneuvers. Tokyo protested, on July 24, 1941, that English aviators, flying over

ments. In another instance, on July 16, 1941, a British warship had approached a Japanese sub-
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shipswereorderedstandby.537 areaswhereJapaneseforceshadbeenoperating,hadopenlyreconnoiteredtroopandshipmove-

RussianAmbassadorrepliedthatuntilJapan'sattitudewasmoredefinite,hiscountrydidnotwishtotakeanypositivestepregardingquestionsinFarEast.Furthermore,thethetheJapa-EnglandatthesametimewasanxioustoknowJapan'sposition.ToBritishAmbassador ofthisagreementinnowayobligatedJapantodeclarewaronRussia,norhadGermanyre-Withaneyetowardthefurtherestablishmentofitsownmilitaryandeconomicindependplan,JapanesearmydesiredtotakeoverfourshipswhichanchorednearFormosa,inspiteofthethefactthatthisactionwouldviolatecustomsregulations.TheBritishwerewerenotex-OnJuly allotmentswhichJapanwasparticularlyanxioustoacquire,instructeditsAmbassadorinLon-ByendJuly1941Japan'sanxietyconcerningthethepossibledetentionofofitsshipshad difficultiesstill

presentedthemselves;thoughitwashopedbyJapanthatafterthecargohad marine,and,aftershootingthreeshellsclosetoitsbow,hadsailedoffinthedirectionofHong



kong. Reporting these occurrences to the British Consul General, the Japanese government
warned that military action, for which Britain would be solely responsible, would be initiated if
these happenings continued, since they not only interfered with the maneuvers of Japanese
warships, but also constituted a mark of disrespect toward the Japanese government.539

132. Ambassador Craigie Unsuccessfully Urges Japan to Uphold Far Eastern Peace.

In attempting to adjust the estranged conditions existing with Japan, Ambassador Craigie

finish, and the United States and Russia would eventually become involved in this struggle.
Peace could be maintained in the Far East, however, and in order to prevent the war in Europe

from spreading throughout the world, Japan must change her attitude of aggression.
England appreciated that the Japanese had a need for the rubber and tin which the Nether-

lands East Indies could provide, but it could not condone Japan's obtaining them by force. The
Netherlands' officials, fearing the transshipment of these articles to Germany, had refused to

consumption. 540

In the latter part of July 1941, Japan announced its intentions of stationing its troops in French

Southwest Pacific, despite Admiral Teijiro Toyoda's insistence that the mutual agreement be-
tween Japan and France for the joint defense of French Indo-China had been necessary because
of alarming reports regarding the safety of that area, and in order to prevent any enveloping
movement against Japan.

Emphatically denying that there had been any foundation for the alarming Japanese re-
ports, the British Ambassador to Tokyo had declared on July 25, 1941 that Japan's action con-
stituted a threat to English territorial rights and interests in Asia. While he thought that some
compromise could be reached with Great Britain, he made it clear the the fulfillment of the
Japanese plan would have serious consequences. Foreign Minister Toyoda declined to post-
pone the sending of troops to French Indo-China but assured England of Japan's peaceful
purpose in this movement. 541

133. Canada Terminates Existing Commercial Treaty With Japan.

After Japanese aggression in French Indo-China had forced the enactment of an order on
July 25, 1941 freezing Japanese assets in Great Britain and the United States, the Canadian
government felt that it was necessary to terminate the existing Canadian-Japanese commer-

cial treaty. 542

again insisted that Japan was entering French Indo-China only in order to forestall any anti-
Japanese moves in the Pacific by other nations. While admitting that Great Britain might
feel in imminent peril because of such a step, the Japanese Ambassador did not see any di-rectthe
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hadpointedoutinJune1941thatofallthecountriesoftheworld,JapanalonewasinanexcellentpositiontomaintainneutralitysinceGreatBritainandGermanywouldfightawartothe sendthemtoJapan,despitealltheassurancesfromTokyothatthematerialwasforJapanese Indo-China.TheactwasconsideredbytheUnitedStatesandEnglandasathreattotheentire OnJuly26,1941AmbassadorYoshizawacalledonthePrimeMinisterofCanadaandonce 

connectionbetweenFrenchIndo-ChinasituationandthesafetyofCanada. 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
AmbassadorYoshizawadrewaparallelbetweenJapaneseoccupationofFrenchIndo-ChinaandtheseizureofGreenlandandIcelandbytheUnitedStates.TothiscomparisontheCana-

dian Prime Minister replied that the United States would have faced a very grave danger if the
Nazishadgainedafootholdinthatarea,and,consequently,hadbeenabletostrikeattheWesternHemisphere.TheJapanese,however,hadfacednosuchthreatfromtheAlliesinthe

Pacific.

Nevertheless, the Japanese representative referred to Anglo-American aid to Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek as a thwarting of Japanese efforts to settle the Chinese question.543 Further-

more,thedeGaullistswere~ctivelyopposingtheJapaneseinFrenchIndo-China.WithEng-

land and the United States establishing a joint blockade preparatory to applying unendurable
economic pressure against them, the Japanese felt that there was little doubt of the unfriend-
ly and dangerous attitude of other nations.544PARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLD

(e) Japanese-Axis Relations.

134. Germany and Italy Explain the H€ss Flight.

German and Italian officials took every opportunity to explain to Japanese representatives
thereasonsforRudolphHess'flighttoScotland.InRome,AmbassadorHiroshiOshimawas

received on May 13, 1941 by Foreign Minister Ciano, who represented the Hess incident as an
inconsequential matter, and stressed that the whole affair would soon be forgotten even though

BritishandAmericanpropagandistshadattemptedtoemphasizeit.Atthesametime,For-

eign Minister Ciano stressed his belief that the Tripartite Pact was the most desirable founda-tionforJapanesediplomacy,andthatGerman-Russianrelationsweredeteriorating.545
Onthenextday,May14,1941,AmbassadorOshimatalkedwithForeignMinistervonRibbentropwhohadcometoRometodiscusstheHessincident,amongotherthings,withPremierMussoliniandForeignMinisterCiano.AtthismeetingtheGermanForeignMinister

explained to Ambassador Oshima that Herr Hess, while occupying a position of prominence in

theNaziparty,hadnoknowledgeofcurrentpoliticalpolicyinGermany,andinadditionwasmentallyandphysicallyill.Thereasonforhisflightwasanidealisticbeliefthatanearly

peace could be attained by working upon the Fascist element of Great Britain to overthrow

PrimeMinisterChurchill.HisgoodintentionsinthisregardwerenotquestionedbyGermanauthoritieswhostatedthathismindwasnotnormal.546
135. Japan Suspects a Move for British-German Peace.

JapanesediplomatsweredevotingmuchattentiontothequestionofBritish-Germanpeace.FromanotherauthoritativeGermansourceitwaslearnedonMay14,1941thattheGermanpeoplewereamazedandgreatlyaffectedbyHess'flightbecauseofhisimportantpositionin
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the Reich and his great friendship with Chancellor Hitler. They found the event hard to ex-
plainbecauseifhewerementallysick,asclaimed,theycouldnotunderstandwhyhehadbeengivensomuchauthority,andhowitwaspossibleforhimtoflyaplanetohisexactdestination

in England.

There seemed to be no logical answer, according to this German source, except to say that
Herr Hess was strongly pro-British and mentally sick. Since he did not always agree with

ChancellorHitler,particularlyinregardtowaragainstEngland,HerrHessmighthavebeenanxioustoleaveGermany.ItwasalsoknownthathepossessedagreatdislikeforForeignMin-

ister von Ribbentrop.547

AmbassadorOshimawasinformedthattheHessflighthaddealtatremendousblowtotheNaziparty,buthewasreassuredthatChancellorHitlerandMarshalGoeringwerestillofone

mind, and that because of the solidarity of the German government and its people the inci-
dent would not change German foreign policy. 548

OnMay16,1941TokyoreceivedadoubtfulreportfromtheJapaneseAmbassadorinRomethatHerrHesshadeffectedameetingwithMr.DuffCooper,whohadthenconsultedwith

Prime Minister Winston Churchill. However, despite the intentions of Herr Hess and the belief

ofChancellorHitlerthatthewarwouldbeoverin1941,preparationsforalongwarappeared

to be under way as Germany completed plans for attacking Russia. Ambassador Horikiri

believedthattheHessflightcouldberegardedaspartofGermany'sgrandschemefora"peace

offense" against the English.549

OnMay18,1941AmbassadorOshimarelatedotherprevailingrumorsregardingtheHessincident.HebelievedthatasecretunderstandingmighthaveexistedbetweenChancellorHitlerandHerrHessconcerningacompromisebetweenLondonandBerlin,especiallyinview

of the delicate German and Russian relations and the growing possibility of the United States'
entrance into the war. 550

AnotherGermanauthoritydivulgedthatHerrHesshadprobablymadetheflightingood

faith, but that since such an act constituted insubordination, he would be shot most assured-
ly.551 Nevertheless, according to the Japanese Ambassador to Rome, on June 4, 1941, Italian

officialcircleswereoftheopinionthatHerrHessmusthavebeensenttoEnglandasaresult

of instructions from Marshal Goering.552

AccordingtoareportfromViennaonJune4,1941,HerrHesshadinformedLordHamilton

in England that Chancellor Hitler still considered Russia and the Comintern. to be the real
enemies of the whole world. Accordingly, the Russian Ambassador to London had remarked
that if Russia yielded to German demands concerning the Near East and cooperated with the
Reich, the fate of the British Empire would be most gravely threatened. It was also reported

thattheBritishgovernmentandtheKingwereseriouslyconsideringmakingpeacewith

Germany.553
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136. Ambassador Oshima Analyzes Germany's Plans.

realized, reconciliation between England and Germany could be attained since England's

Mrica. However, he also believed that because of Germany's current hold on the continent,
(a) Germany was no longer interested merely in removing England's political influence from the European

continent;(b)
(c) Germany having developed to that point, will consolidate; then prepare for the great struggle of the future

between Germany and the United States. 5.4

British fleet, since in bringing about reconciliation it would not be necessary for Germany
voluntarily to take a backward step.

Germany expected Japan to restrain the United States in the Pacific, and to keep the
American fleet out of the Atlantic. If the Japanese-American negotiations permitted the
United States to send its warships into the Atlantic, Germany could still lighten its terms and

Germany's offering peace to England. Ambassador Oshima believed, however, that England
would not submit to these terms since they would amount to nothing less than unconditional
surrender.555

and stamp out Communism. 556

137. Ambassador Oshima Rebukes Foreign Minister Matsuoka.

In answer to a query of May 15, 1941 from the Japanese Ambassador in Berlin concerning
the basis for rumors of an approaching Japanese-American agreement, Mr. Matsuoka replied
on May 17, 1941 that information in regard to the negotiations had not been sent to Germany
because of the need for secrecy. In the United States, only the President, the Secretary of
State, and one other Cabinet official were cognizant of the negotiations, and even the United
States Ambassador in Japan had not been informed. Mr. Matsuoka reassured Ambassador
Oshima that his silence in this affair did not imply a lack of trust in the Ambassador, and

certain stage. 557

Ambassador Oshima speedily dispatched several long messages to Mr. Matsuoka in which
he discussed the bad effect a Japanese-American agreement might have on the Tripartite

disinterest in obtaining reports on the official attitudes of Italy and Germany to such an
agreement.558
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1941

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORAmbassadorOshimaalsoinformedhisForeignMinisterofhisown_opinionsonMay18,1941.GermanymustincorporatewithintheAxisMrica(includingtheMediterraneanarea)andtheNearEast;InviewGermany'smanypeaceoffershebelievedthatwhentheaimsofofMeinKampfwere influencehadbeeneliminatedfromthecontinent,andwould-eventuallybedestroyedin AmbassadorOshimaalsothoughtthatGermanywasconsideringtakingoverofthethe achieveapeace.IftheGerman-Russianwarmaterialized,thiswouldbeanotherreasonfor AJapanesereportofJune27,declaredHerrHesshadbroughtapeaceofferEngland,basedonthepremisethatthatChancellorHitler'srealobjectivewastotocrushRussia informedhimthathewouldbeadvisedoftheentirematterwhenthingshaddevelopedtoa Pact.TheJapaneseAmbassadoralsoexpressedhiswonderatMr.Matsuoka'sapparent 



138. Germany Attempts to Offset Japanese-American Negotiations.

In a long and important report of May 19, 1941 Ambassador Oshima informed Mr. Matsuoka

that on May 3, 1941, Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop had learned of the Japanese-American

agreement proposed to Japan by the United States on April 16, 1941, and Foreign Minister

the Japanese government. The Japanese Ambassador insisted that Japan would do nothing
inconsistent with the Tripartite Pact.559On9,
Minister von Ribbentrop pointed out that the Japanese had originally proposed the negotia-

influential enough to force Mr. Matsuoka into the negotiations; and, furthermore, the
Japanese Foreign Minister had changed his mind about attacking Singapore.

The German Foreign Minister expressed his doubts as to the sincerity of President
Roosevelt, and also commented on the possibility that Japan was seeking a loophole to

which were weakening the Tripartite Pact, might also cause Japan to lose the opportunity of

(a) Japan should reject the United States' proposal, or (b) Japan should consent to an
agreement only on the condition that the United States would abandon its plan for convoy
and patrol services, and would maintain absolute neutrality. 560

this would make Britain fight Germany single-handedly and, thus, would hasten the end of the

Great Britain because this policy had proved to be ineffective. Ambassador Oshima realized

convince certain Japanese ofthe impossibility of Japanese-American cooperation.

might be used to silence American groups advocating peace since a Japanese-American
understanding would give the United States a free hand in the Atlantic. However, the German

proposals, to Chancellor Hitler, who was living outside of Berlin at that time. 4s soon as
Chancellor Hitler approved the plans, Germany would take up direct negotiations with Italy
concerning the Japanese-American negotiations.561

139. Germany and Italy Disturbed by Japanese-American Negotiations.

Carrying out previous arrangements to visit Premier Mussolini, Ambassador Oshima left
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May1941AmbassadorOshimawasagaincalledtotheGermanForeignOfficewherethenegotiationsfrominTokyo,andimmediatelyaskedOshimatocallonhim.AmbassadorAmbassadorAmbassadorOttOtthadhadreportedmainpointsfourarticlesofofthethethe vonRibbentropinformedAmbassadorOshimahisinabilitytounderstandthemotivesofof MinistertoldhimofJapan'sprovisionalreplytotheAmericanproposal.ForeignForeign tions;hadbecomedeeplyinvolvedbythistime;acertaingroupinJapanJapanwas escapeitsobligationtofightinaccordancewiththeTripartitePact.Thesenegotiations, gainingsupremacyinEastAsia.AstoJapan'scourseactionconcerning-pendingagreement,ForeignMinistervonRibbentropfavoredthethefirstofoftwoGermanproposalsthat AmbassadorOshimastatedthathisgovernmentwouldpreferthesecondproposalsince war.HealsohopedthatPresidentRooseveltmightseizetheopportunitystopgivingaidtoto thiswasaremotepossibility,butfeltthatthatany
eventsecondproposaltestPresidentRoosevelt'ssincerityininregardaidtotoEngland,andatthethesametimeitwouldwould HerrvonRibbentropdisagreedwithJapaneseAmbassadorbypointingoutthatnegotiationsgavethethetheUnitedStatesanopportunitytodrawJapanawayfromGermany,andalso ForeignMinisterpromisedtosendAmbassadorOshima'sopinion,togetherwiththetwo forRomeonMay10,1941,thedayafterhisinterviewwithForeignMinistervonRibbentrop. 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
Twodayslater,theGermanAmbassadorO.FurstvonBismarck,actingunderinstructions

from his Foreign Minister, called on Ambassador Oshima to show him the German government's

instructionstoAmbassadorEugeneOttinTokyo.BothItalyandGermanyhadconcurredinthestatementwhichoutlinedthesecondoftheGermanproposals,theonewhichForeign

Minister von Ribbentrop had opposed. Chancellor Hitler had approved this second proposal,
which had won the support of Ambassador Oshima.

Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop arrived by plane to confer with Premier Mussolini and

ForeignMinisterCianoinRomeonMay13,1941,andonthemorningofMay14,1941,he

conferred with Ambassador Oshima. Expressing great dissatisfaction with Mr. Matsuoka's
explanation as to why the Japanese-American negotiations had been started without awaiting
Italian and German views, Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop stated that if Mr. Matsuoka
hadwaitedonlyafewhourslongerbeforereplyingtotheUnitedStateshewouldhave

received their opinions.

AlI).bassadorOshimadeclaredthathedidnotknowthefactsofthesituation,butthoughtthathisForeignMinister'sactionwasduetothenecessityofassuringabsolutesecrecy,andbecausetheEmperor'sapprovalhadtobeobtained.Nodisrespecthadbeenintendedfor

either Italy or Germany.

TheGermanForeignMinisterwasverydisturbedbecauseForeignMinisterMatsuokahad

not mentioned the Japanese-American negotiations during his recent trip to Germany, de-

spitethefactthattheyhadagreatbearingontheTripartitePact.HerrvonRibbentropdidnotdisguisehisopinionthatthe'negotiationshadweakenedthePact,thatPresidentRoose-veltwasnottobetrusted,thatJapanesenegotiationswiththeUnitedStatesshouldbeaban-

doned, and that he did not approve of the German proposal which had received the support of
Chancellor Hitler.

Ontheeveningofthissameday,AmbassadorOshimaconferredwithForeignMinisterCianowhoexpressedviewssimilartothoseoftheGermanForeignMinister.562140.GermanyAllegesThatMr.MatsuokaPromisedJapan'sAidinaWarAgainstRussia.
When Ambassador Oshima returned to Berlin on May 17, 1941, he was requested to call on

Vice Minister Weizsacker. Acting under instructions from Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop,

theViceMinistershowedAmbassadorOshimaatelegramfromAmbassadorOttinTokyo

dealing with the Japanese reply to the United States' proposal, and Germany's instructions
toAmbassadorOttconcerningthisreply.TheGermanViceMinisterexpressedhisgovern-

ment's great concern with the outcome of this question, and stated that Germany was greatly
interested in Foreign Minister Matsuoka's statement to Ambassador Ott that Japan would
aid Germany in case of a German-Russian war.

WhenaskedwhetherMr.MatsuokawasfullyacquaintedwithGerman-Russianrelations,

Ambassador Oshima replied that his Foreign Minister had had many opportunities to talk
with Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop concerning these relations during his visit to Germany.
AsfortheJapanesepositionintheeventofaGerman-Russianwar,allimportantquestionsof

state had to be approved by the Emperor, and, consequently, any statement by ForeignMinisterMatsuokawasmerelyanexpressionofhisownpersonalviews.563
InanotherreportonMay19,1941,AmbassadorOshimastressedGermany'sdissatisfaction

with regard to the proposed Japanese-American agreement. Germany was concerned over the
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future of the Tripartite Pact, because its official circles felt that Japan's entrance into an
agreement with the United States would be the same as giving approval to the violent anti-
Axis actions of the United States. Although the agreement might prevent the entrance of the

had been betrayed by the recent action of Japan. 564

Ambassador Oshima recognized the fact that Japan needed a political and economic breath-

Germany and Italy were winning the European war and, therefore, it would be unwise for the

emphasized Foreign Minister Ribbentrop's belief that the agreement proposed by the United

it would stand alone in international affairs during the critical period immediately following

the war. If Japan abandoned its plan to expand southward and discontinued its threat to
Singapore, Ambassador Oshima believed that Japan would be looked upon contemptuously
not only by Britain and the United States, but by Germany and Italy as well. 565

necessary to enter into an agreement, the following points should be put into effect:(a)wasan
to make things easier for Germany and Italy in their war against England.(b)toherto
time that Japan clearly set forth the conditions of the Tripartite Pact under which it would be bound to enter the
war.

(c) Germany and Italy should not be permitted to think that certain Japanese groups, urging the maintenanceofthequointheFarastoofhadtoan
Ambassador Oshima also stressed the need for exchanging opinions with Germany and

Italy so that they could be reassured of Japan's intention to adhere to the Tripartite Pact.567

141. Japan Stresses Its Allegiance to Axis.

dor Oshima's agitation over the negotiations, but reiterated that Japan would do nothing to
contravene the spirit of the Tripartite Pact which was the cornerstone of Japan's national
policy. According to Mr. Matsuoka, Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and other German offi-
cials should have no anxiety or misunderstanding concerning Japanese acts.568

had returned to Japan, and because of the statements made by Ambassador Nomura to Sec-
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1941UnitedStatesintoEuropeanwar,itwo\lldindicateGermanpeopleJapanwasevadingitsdutyenterwar.AfterwarmwelcomeawardedtototoMr.Matsuokaonhisrecentvisit,andthethethethethestrengtheningoftiesamongAxisnations,manyGermansfeltthatthatthey ingspellwhichcouldbebroughtaboutbysettlingtheChinaincident,buthepointedoutthat sakesomeimmediategainstolosefriendshipofofthetheAxispowers.AmbassadorOshima StateswasmotivatedonlybyitsdesiretoseparatefromAxis.IfJapanJapanleftthetheAxis, Furthermore,agreementmeanwasabandoningitsclaimsestablishmentofaa"NewOrder"inGreaterEastAsia,andJapanesepeoplewouldwouldbecomeconfusedasthethetheultimatenationalgoal.WhileverymuchopposedtototoanyJapanese-AmericanJapanese-Americannegotiations,AmbassadorOshimasuggestedthatthatifJapanJapanfeltit OnMay24,Mr.MatsuokarepliedthathecouldunderstandthereasonsforAmbassa-TheJapaneseForeignMinisterstressedthatinviewofthemeasureshadtakensincehehe retaryHull,UnitedStateswaswellawareofJapanesedeterminationtosupportthethethe 

JapanenteringintoagreementwiththeUnitedStatestosupportthespiritoftheTripartitePactandAmericawaschangepolicywithregardtheEuropeanwartooneofstrictneutralityatthesamestatusEastopposedexpansionthemilitarists,hadgainedsomuchpowerthatJapanbeenforcedenterintoagreementwithAmerica.566 



Tripartite Pact. Stating that he did not know what was in the back of President Roosevelt's

mind, and remarking that no one else did either, Foreign Minister Matsuoka agreed in general

attem pting to separate the Axis powers by diplomacy. 569

had begun the negotiations with the United States before receiving any views from Germany,

report that the American Congress had approved the convoy policy, and that President Roose-

States from approving convoys in order to eliminate the danger of American participation in
the war, the Japanese counter proposal had been suddenly put forth on May 12, 1941.570

Mr. Matsuoka denied that he had acted in response to pressure from any Japanese group,
and again insisted that his reason for not informing the Germans was to maintain security.

tion, the Japanese Foreign Minister said he would continu€ to keep in touch with the Germans

Italy for advice on every problem.571

In Moscow, Ambassador Yoshitsugu T~tekawa had learned in mid-May 1941 from the

Japanese Foreign Minister, possibly in regard to the question of the United States' aid to

American fleet, Japan was obligated by the terms of the Tripartite treaty to fight against
America.572

142. Foreign Minister Matsuoka Attempts to Prevent German- Russian War.

promised Japan's entrance into a German-Russian war. According to the Japanese Foreign

Minister, he had indicated the impossibility of foretelling the attitude of Japan in such an
event, though he had said that he could not visualize Japan's not striking at Russia, if Ger-
many went to war. 573Onthe28,
ing message to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop:Inoftheso

within Japan, this minister sincerely hopes that the German Government, insofar as is possible, will avoid a mili-tarythe
ties, and though he seemed to realize the futility of his efforts on June 20, 1941, he still hoped
for a change in Germany's attitude.575
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 

followingday,May1941,AmbassadorOshimawasorderedtodeliverthefollow-viewcurrentinternationalsituationwhichdeeplyinvolvesmycountry,andoftheinternalsituationclashwithSoviet.574 

withtheassumptionofForeignMinistervonRibbentropthatLondonandWashingtonwere CommentingonthefactthatForeignMinistervonRibbentropwasdisturbedbecauseJapan Mr.MatsuokapointedoutthathedelayedhisansweralmostfourweeksfromdateoforiginalproposalbythethetheUnitedStates.OnMay8,1941Tokyohadhadreceivedaconfidential veltwasapproveit,.onMay14,1941.SinceJapanhadbeenanxioustotopreventtheUnited TheJapanesecounterproposalbeensuccessfulbecausePresidentRoosevelthadhadpostponedspeechscheduledforMay14,1941.Defendinghishispositionofwithholdinginforma-Italians,butsinceJapanafreecountryitwaswasunnecessaryruntotoGermanyandand AmericanthatconversationshadstartedbetweenAmbassadorAmbassadorGrewandthe China.HeinformedAmericanAmbassador,whohadhadstressedimpossibilityofJapanese-Americanwar,thatif

aawarbetweenAmericaandGermanywereprovokedbythethethe OnMay27,1941Mr.MatsuokadeniedthatinaconversationwithAmbassadorOtthehad Mr.MatsuokacontinuedtryingtoavertaRussian-Germanwaruntiltheoutbreakofhostili



143. Japan Informs Its Diplomats of the Japanese-American Negotiations.

France, and Italy of the Japanese-American negotiations which were in progress in Washing-
ton. According to this message, Japan had entered negotiations with a view to maintaining the
Tripartite Pact as the basis of its national policy, preventing the United States from convoy-
ing ships to England or from entering the war, and lastly, having the United States cease its
aid to China. Important details of the proposed agreement were outlined, and a warning to144.by
beginning, as early as May 1941, to cause Japan no little concern over'its already heavily bur-

had cut Japan's commercial shipping to sixty per cent of its former capacity. Accordingly, onbetoif
Not only in regard to shipping was Japan suffering losses for the sake of its alliance with

Germany, but its all-important rubber markets in French Indo-China, the Netherlands Eastandby
arrive soon in Japan for reshipment. This amount would be replaced as quickly as conditions
permitted. 578

Negotiations with Germany in regard to increasing Japan's tin allotment were also under
way, but though experiencing a shortage, Japan agreed to purchase and refine one hundred
and fifty tons of ore for consignment to Italy.579 Since German newspapers were also mani-
festing a great interest in Japanese-Dutch trade negotiations, Japanese authorities feared that
some jurisdictional dispute concerning Greater East Asia might occur. 580

Not until June 20, 1941, after further bargaining, was the Japanese request answered by the

to receive twenty-five hundred tons of rubber; there would be no further hindrance to its pur-
chase of rubber from Indo-China and Thailand; and the amount left over, after shipments

many.581
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OnMay27,1941theJapaneseForeignOfficeinformeditsdiplomatsinMoscow,England,keepthenegotiationssecretwasissued.576JapanLosesEconom~cCollaborationwithGermany.
AdherencetotheTripartitePactinconjunctionwithits"NewOrderinEastAsia"was denedshipping.ConditionsinEuropeandSouthAmericahadmadethepurchaseandleasingofshipbottomsexceptionallydifficult,andconversionofmerchantvesselsformilitaryuse May12,1941,Mr.MatsuokainformedAmbassadorOshimainBerlinofthegreatsacrificeJapanwouldforcedmake,Germanywerefurnishedadditionalaid.577IndiesThailandwerecorneredGermanmerchants,whooperatedwithoutregardtoprice.

Bymid-May1941,thesituationhadbecomesoacutethatsomeJapanesefactorieswereshutdown,therebyforcingarequesttoAmbassadorOttthatGermanypermitJapantoappropriateonehalfofthenewconsignmentofrubberfromFrenchIndo-Chinawhichwasscheduledto C\1iefoftheGermanCommerceBureauinBerlin.Accordingtoanewproposition,Japanwas hadbeenmadetotheUnitedStatesandFrance,wouldbedividedbetweenJapanandGer



145. Strengthening of Japanese-German Political Ties.

Despite its economic losses from collaboration with Germany in the Far East, Japan con-

tinued to cement diplomatic relations by doing favors for the Germans. In late May 1941,

Tokyo directed its Minister in Mexico to receive $200,000 in American money from the Ger-

Berlin in the newly created position of Military Attache for Aviation. 583

146. Japane~e-Italian Collaboration.

the cultural activities of the Japanese International Cultural Advancement Society.584 In order

creased amount of Japanese publications be sent from Tokyo every twenty days.585 In addition

he discouraged any efforts toward furthering Japanese trade in Italy, and for this reason heinto
According to a Japanese report, Germany had agreed that when the Axis had conqueredtothe

147. Japanese Estimate of German Strength (June 3,1941).

forms:(a)Aandof(b)Aof(c)Awar
(d) North Mrican battle taking place in Egypt and Suez;(e)Theof(0Awarinthe(g)awarthe

Germany's plans to pulverize the British Empire, and at the same time to defend German

believed that Germany could also annihilate the Russian army within a short period.589

forces numbered from 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 men, 10,000 to 15,000 first class fighter planes,

20,000 second class fighters, 30,000 training and civilian aircraft, and monthly production

of the war. Aircraft and submarine production dominated the Axis industrial output, for the
Germans had been very successful in their attacks on English shipping by these methods.59O
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
JapaneseRome,wasconsideredunsuitablefilltheCommercialAttachepost.586Europe,ItalywasdominateMediterraneanandEgypt.587directattackoccupationEnglandproper;completesweepingawayEnglishpowerfromtheEasternMediterranean;embracingIraq;takingGibraltar;territorysurroundingDakar;Finally,againstSoviet.588 

manMinisterfortransferBerlin,viaJapaneseshiptotoTokyo.582ButinturnaarequestwasmadebyTokyo,onJune9,1941,thatMajorGeneralTakumaShimoyamabereceivedat Japanese-Italiansolidaritywasfostered,theJapaneseForeignOfficeandthroughthrough toawakenItalianinterestJapan,theJapaneseAmbassadorininRomerequestedthatanin-advisedthattheheadofaJapanesetradepromotionoffice,whowasdislikedbyhisfellowOnJune3,1941JapaneseAmbassadortoBerlinreportedthatHitlerconcludewarsoonasaspossibleafteragreatbattlewhichwouldwouldtakeplaceinanyofthethethefollowing boundaries,impressedAmbassadorOshimahiseconomicandandmilitaryattaches,who ~Itwasestimated,inthissamereportofJune3,1941,thattheGermannaval,airandarmy amountingto2,000planes.Only

40,000menhadbeenkilledinallbattlessincethebeginning 



AJapanesesummaryofGermanwarreportsfromJune1toJune15,1941announcedthede-

struction of 177 ,400 tons of British shipping by aerial attack, and 128,800 tons by submarine.591
Thoughsincerelybelievinginthepowerful"NewOrder"inGermanyanditsabilitytowagewar,AmbassadorOshimaobservedthattheGermanpeople,ingeneral,desiredpeace,de-

spite Chan<;ellor Hitler's ambition to bring England to annihilation.592 Chancellor Hitler had
informedAmbassadorOshimathatGreatBr,itainhadinvitedGermanytojoinwithherinclampingdownonItalyin1935,butsuspectingthatafterthesubjugationofItaly,Germany'sdownfallwouldfollow,hehadrefused.593
148. Germany Protests Against Criticism by Japanese Press.

Although the Japanese press, according to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop on June 4, 1941,
wasreleasingarticlesinanattempttodivorceJapanandGermany,actuallytheJapanese

Empire continued more and more solidly to support the Hitler program, since apparently it

wasmuchimpressedbyGermansuccess.Attemptingtovindicatehisgovernment,Ambassa-

dor Oshima explained to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop that though the rigid control exer-
cised over the press in Germany did not exist in Japan, the Japanese thoroughly supported
the Tripartite principles.594

149. Croatia Signs the Tripartite Pact.

CroatiawasinvitedonJune5,1941tojointheTripartitepowers.Dr.AntePavelicofZagreb

was to be Premier and Foreign Minister of this newly recognized government. Arrangements

weremadetohavetheagreementsignedinthepresenceofForeignMinistervonRibbentrop

in Venice on June 14,1941.595

150. Japan Assists an Axis-Supported Indian Revolutionary.

JapanwasinterestedintheactivitiesofMr.SubhasBose,aleaderofagroupoftheCongressParty,whoafterdeportationfromIndia,hadbeenlivinginBerlin.596LearningfromtheItalianForeignOffice,onJune4,1941,thatMr.BosewasinRomebuthadnotasyetconferredwithPremierMussoliniorForeignMinisterCiano,Japanplannednottomakeapubliccommit-

ment, since it felt that he might not be a capable revolutionary leader.597 However, Japan
offered to act as liaison between Mr. Bose and his party of a million supporters in the province
of Bengal. 598

151. Germany's Attitude Toward Portugal (June 1941).

Although in early June 1941 Spain was expected to join the Tripartite Pact, German author-itiesdidnotbelievethatHitlerwouldexertpressureonPortugaltomakeitfollowsuit.599
591II, 559.

592II,560.
593II,561.
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152. Japan Congratulates Germany on the Fall of Crete.

in May 1941, and the final annexation of the island in June 1941, after some unexpected resist-
ance.6oo In referring to the Battle of Crete, Hitler told Ambassador Oshima that victory had
been obtained entirely by new aerial tactics and that twelve thousand prisoners had been
captured and eight battleships destroyed.6O1

defenses, its fleet and air arms would make invasion somewhat costly. Furthermore, any moveinnotbea
ever, the swiftly moving German Luftwaffe began to bomb Alexandria, Haifa and Cyprus.6O3

153. Vichy Begins to Collaborate with Germany.604

German-French collaboration.6O5 Negotiations between German authorities and Vice PremierOn14,at
ensured German-French political and military cooperation. Collaboration would include

pire and colonies.6O6 The authoritative German spokesman also predicted that Admiral Dar-

lan, rather than Mr. Pierre Laval, would originate all further policies concerning Germany
and France, since conversations between Admiral Darlan and Chancellor Hitler had been
conducted at Berchtesgaden in a most amiable atmosphere. 607

of 100,000 prisoners on May 19, 1941, as well as a reduction in the maintenance cost of Ger-
many's army of occupation to 240,000,000 francs per day.6OB Ambassador Kato believed that
the German-Vichy negotiations had been quite successful, and he remarked that Marshal
Henri Petain's address of May 15, 1941 would influence French opinion in favor of Germany.

According to the Japanese Ambassador, relations between the United States and France
took an unexpected turn for the worse after President Roosevelt, in a statement on May 15,
1941, had warned France against collaboration with Germany, and had then ordered guards to

ports. Furthermore, Marshal Petain informed Ambassador Leahy that the assistance accordedbythe
6°"II, 567.

60111,561.

60211,568.

6°SIl,559. C,
60611,569.

60611,570.
60711,555.

6osIl, 571.
6°"Ibid.
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1941

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORGreataccomplishmentsofGermanyinWorldWarIIwerethelandingoftroopsonCreteearlyNor-ihMricawouldwithoutstruggle.6O2AsfinalresistancecrumbledinCrete,how-May1941AmbassadorKatoVichyreviewedtheDarlan-HitlerconferenceonMay12, 
FranceUnitedStateswasnotsufficient.60960'SeeJapanese-FrenchRelations,PartSections198-199. 

OnJune6,ZenbeiHorikiriinRomecalledtocongratulateMinisteronAxisconquestCrete.FurthermovesagainstAlexandriaandSuezCanalweresuggestedbyAmbassadorAmbassadorHorikiri,whoalsoexpressedhisbeliefdefeatofofthethetheBritishIsleswouldnotbetoodifficult.Inreply,ForeignForeignMinisterCianoCianostatedthatthatBritain'shome TokyowasinformedearlyasasMay10,1941,thatcurrentdiscussionswerefacilitating Darlanwereexpectedtoculminateinnewandbetterrelationsbetweenthesetwogovernments. 1941.AccordingtoaGermanForeignOfficestaffmember,meetingofthethetwoleadershad Germany'suseseaairbasescoloniesNorthMrica,supplylinesinininSyriaandandFrenchFrenchNavy.InreturnFrancewastobeassuredthethethepreservationofofofitsEm-Asproofoffriendlyrelationsbetweentwogovernments,Franceobtainedthethetherelease be

placedaboardelevenFrenchships,includingtheNormandie,whichwereinAmerican



tract a peace treaty with Germany and Italy, and at the same time the questions of Croatia

Pact, Japanese authorities believed that this would aid them in the Japanese-French Indo-
China economic situation.6lO

154. Great Britain Opposes Vichy.

Minister on or about June 6, 1941, had reported on British-French sentiment. Though recog-
nizing that Mr. Pierre Laval, Admiral Darlan and Marshal Petain wished most ardently that
Great Britain would follow Vichy and would assist in bringing about an early peace in Europe,
Foreign Minister Anthony Eden announced that Great Britain was determined to finish thewasnotin

Three divisions of British troops, with some deGaullists and Abyssinians, invaded Syria in

early June 1941, and according to Ambassador Kato's report of his conversation with General

the French Minister believed that the British advance could be temporarily halted.612 Japa-
nese sources from Turkey reported that despite French efforts to render assistance, Axis
negotiations with Turkey for the transport of arms through Turkish territory had come to
naught, and as a result, Syria would fall under the rule of British forces. 613155.of
doubtful Kirkuk-Mosul troops, had been crushed by the British.614 Japanese agents in the
Near and Middle East felt that unless Germany and Italy immediately counteracted thetheof

Ambassador Horikiri expressed his concern about Syria and Iraq to Foreign Minister Cianoon6, a
AI-Pachachi.616

156. Turkey Signs Commercial Agreement with Germany.

Demands for support were made upon Turkey from all quarters as it attempted to preserve

61"II, 572.

6l1Il, 573.

61211,574.

61311,575.

6ull, 576-577.

6'.11, 578-580, 563.
6l6Il, 581.

126

TheJapaneseAmbassadoratRomestatedonJune7,1941thatFrancewasexpectedtocon-
populacewithVichyspirit.611JapaneseConcernOverBritishControlIraq.Britishinfluence,wholeArabianmovementtheAxismightbeseverelyimperiled.,Tune1941.615Thisfearwaswellfounded,for,onJune4,1941,definiterupturebetween 

andNicewouldbesettled.SinceFrenchleaderswerereportedasreadytosigntheTripartite Meanwhile,JapaneseAmbassadorinLondon,followinghistalkwiththetheBritishForeign war,eventhoughithadtoactalone.Hebelieved,however,thatbiggestpartofthetheFrenchHuntziger,theMinisterofWar,FrenchFrenchdefenseswereexceptionallyweak.However, ItwasapparentJapaneserepresentativesthatAxisinterestsinIraqwouldbeimpedednewpro-Britishgovernment,whichhadbeenestablishedbybyEmirAbdulIllahtotosucceedthetheCabinetPremierRashidAlielGailani,whoseIraqiArmy,composedprincipallyofofIraqandItalyoccurred,whenMuzahimAI-Pachachi,residingRome,hadhadreceivedordershome.TomaintainharmonywithIraq,JapaneseJapaneserepresentativesRomewereurgedbytheircolleaguesinininBaghdadtotofinancethereturnreturnofMinisterMinister itsneutrality.TheAxis

nationsevenconsideredthetransferofSyriatoTurkeyinexchange 



for its support. However, as time passed, the Axis nations were encouraged by Turkey's attitude
for the Japanese Ambassador to Berlin states, on May 22, 1941, that although Turkey had re-
mained neutral, it was in fact becoming more closely allied with the Axis since it not only

sistance in an Axis move against India.617

German Ambassador Franz von Papen and Foreign Minister Shukru Saracoglu signed a
Turkish-German Pact. Reporting the formulation of this pact to the Japanese Foreign Minis-

cellor Hitler's "high ideals" and also as to Turkey's good judgment in culminating such a
treaty. Turkish diplomats took care to stipulate, however, that this treaty admitted no passage
of troops through their neutral territory, though a comprehensive commercial pact would be
contracted between Turkey and Germany. 618

157. "Japan Persuades Germany to Eliminate Pro-Chinese German Officials.

matter to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop, and Ambassador Oshima's request for the namesofbyto
158. German Merchants Seek Chinese Markets.

1941, that the German Economic Ministry had issued secret instructions to German merchants
in Shanghai which would promote German control of trade, Mr. Matsuoka urged his repre-
sentatives to impress upon Germany the need for a retraction of such orders, and to stress the
necessity for fostering Japanese and German commercial equality. Should Germany not
comply, Japan revealed that it would insist upon all of Japan's business being conducted

break in relations.620

ly attitude on the part of these men toward the Japanese Empire.621 Another group of German
officials, however, stressed the need for political concert between Germany, Japan and Man-

able to negotiate with it, might also cause a delicate situation.622
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
anti-JapaneseGermanswasforwardedTokyoallJapaneseofficialsinChina.619 

permittedAxissuppliescrossthroughTurkishterritory,butwasalsoexpectingtotobeofas-OnJune18,1941Turkeytookimportantstepinstavingoffananattackfromthewestwhen ter,TurkishAmbassadorTek,residentinTokyo,wasreassuredbyMr.MatsuokaastoChan-OnJuly3,1941OshimaconferredHenrichD.Stahmer,requestedthatofficialsinChina,China,wellknownfortheirpro-Chineseandandanti-Japaneseattitudes,bereplacedbyGermanswhowhowereweremoredeeplyimbuedwithwithspiritofNationalSocialism.TheGermanGermanGermanAmbassadorAmbassadorAmbassadoragreedtotopresentthethetheAstimewenton,JapaneseofficialsbecameincreasinglyconcernedwithGermanpolicyregardtoitsmerchantsinintheFarEast.HavinglearnedfromintelligencesourcesonJuly9, throughJapanesemerchants.Heurgedthatimmediateactionbetakentoavertaserious Accordingthe

Japanese,groupofGermandiplomaticofficialswasprimarilyconcernedwithitsownimmediatefinancialcommercialinterests,and,therefore,Japaneserestrictionsonshipping,residenceandandtransitinChinahadtendedtotocreateaaconsistentlyunfriendchukuo,buteventhisgroup,whichhadrecognizedtheNankinggovernmentand,thus,was 



anti-Japanese and pro-Chungking conduct on the part of German merchants, such as the

159. Japan Seeks a German-Nanking Commercial Agreement.

a comprehensive agreement between Germany and China, with recognition of the leading

positions of Japan and Germany, should be concluded at the end of the war. Since a large scale

order to grant special privileges to the signatories in the area in which they held leadership.624

1941 concerning the treatment being accorded to Germans in China. Impressed by these com-
plaints, Japan recognized the necessity for according favorable treatment to Germans ininto
the situation to ensure the special position of the new Chinese-Mongolian border as an area of
joint Japanese-Chinese policy.626160.ain
United States for an understanding, and that no concrete action had been taken for a month
after the United States had submitted its supposedly final proposal in late June 1941. During
this period of delay, whenever the German and Italian Ambassadors to Tokyo had sought some
information as to the contents of the United States proposal, Mr. Matsuoka had stated merely
that the provisions were slipshod and were not acceptable. However, he had not discontinued
the negotiations abruptly because they affected both the domestic and foreign policy of Japan.
Declaring that any treaty reached with the United States would have to be based on the Tri-he
that Germany opposed the Japanese-American negotiations, and in view of the successes of
Germany in the Russian war, Japan had better decide immediately on its course of future

Ohashi pointed out 'that Germany's insistence on influencing Japan's national policy mightanon
161. Foreign Minister Matsuoka Resigns (July 18, 1941).

623Ibid.
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transferofcapturedenemyshipping,andtheviolationofshippingrules.623
ChinaorderimproveGermanrelationshipswiththenewNankinggovernment.625AsimpleJapanReportsLullJapanese-AmericanNegotiations.partitePact,statedthattherewasverylittlechanceofreachinganagreement.626apossiblyhaveadverseeffectAxisrelations.626b 

OnJuly31,1941TokyourgedAmbassadorOshimainBerlinpreventsituationsleadingtotoLookingforwardtoestablishmentofa"~ewOrder"inthetheFarEast,Japanbelievedthat warChinawasstillunderway,however,itseemedbestthatasindividualquestionscameup,immediatefriendlysettlementsshouldmadebyanagreementbetweenJapan,GermanyandChina.SeveralnewclauseswerebebeaddedtotothepresentGerman-Chinesetreatyinin ComplaintsfromtheGermanConsulGeneralShanghaiwerereceivedatTokyoininJulyagreement,stipulatingamostfavorednationtreatmentforGermansChina,wassuggested,butJapaneserepresentativesininNankingandShanghaiweredirectedtodealadroitlywith OnJuly17,1941Mr.MatsuokadeclaredthathisgovernmenthadnotbeenpressingtheTheGermanAmbassadortoTokyoinformedViceMinisterChuichiOhashion

July22,1941 action.RemarkingJapanoccupySouthernFrenchIndo-Chinainthenextfewdays,andthatthatthisseizurewouldwouldbemerelyapreparatorystepforfutureactivities,ViceMinisterJapan'sannouncementitsneutralityinregardtotheGerman-Russianwardidnotdisposeofofacriticalinternalsituationathome.OnJuly16,1941ForeignMinisterMatsuokacon



taken office that he had felt that nothing on earth could have saved it. However, it had always
been his policy to attempt everything within his power to effect a solution. Nevertheless, Japan

a meeting of the Japanese Cabinet, Mr. Matsuoka was replaced by Admiral Teijiro Toyoda as
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Matsuoka, because he had succeeded in bringing about a union of the three Axis countries.
Most Italians now believed that the status quo could not be maintained in the light of the
Japanese change, but Japan emphasized that the shift in its Cabinet signified only the
strengthening of popular unity, and would not impair its allegiance to the Tripartite Pact.626d

pression upon authorities in Rome, who, nevertheless, continued to watch Japan's actions.626e

Japan's intentions to remain true to its foreign policy, and expressed his appreciation for thetohisof
162. Japan Retaliates Against the American Freezing Order.

against the United States for freezing Japanese assets. Japan decided to draw up certain
measures which would control foreign exchange and would entail all business activities of
American citizens. However, if the United States were to act leniently in the future, Japanese
authorities in Japan, Manchukuo, and China would be prepared to do likewise. 626g

163. Ambassador Oshima Attempts to Change Japan's Policy.

Ambassador Oshima had continued his efforts to persuade Japanese authorities to support

July 17, 1941 he reported the displeasure of Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and Chancellor
Hitler with Japan's recent activities, and urged that Japan make the Tripartite Pact the
foundation of its national policy. 626h

war in Russia before attacking England. Ambassador Oshima anticipated the collapse of
Commissar Stalin's government in the near future, and though admitting that America would
enter the war, he minimized its ability to aid England.626i
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
fidedinAmbassadorOshimathatJapan'ssituationhadlookedsoimpossiblewhenhehad wasnowinaterriblepredicamentandMr.Matsuokawasexperiencingmanytribulations.626eSomehintofwhatcausedMr.Matsuoka'sanxietywasdiscernedonJuly18,1941when,after AmbassadorHorikiriinRomepointedoutthatgenuinesympathywasfeltinItalyforMr. AccordingtoAmbassadorHorikiri,Japan'sunshakabledeterminationmadeafavorableim-OnJuly24,1941inamessagetoForeignMinistervonRibbentropofGermanyandonJuly't25,1941inaformalstatementtoForeignMinisterCianoofItaly,Mr.Matsuokareiterated

kindnessshownhimduringtermoffice.626{
ThemeetingoftheJapaneseCabinetonJuly27,1941decideduponretaliatorymeasures GermanyinthewaragainstRussiaandtoceasetheirnegotiationswiththeUnitedStates.On Twoweekslater,onJuly31,1941,heagaindisagreedwithTokyo'sinterpretationofGermany'smotivesinattackingRussiabypointingoutthatGermanywasplanningonlyashort ~ 



C-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

(f) Japanese-Russian Relations.

Immediately following the Hess incident, relations between Moscow and Berlin began to

show definite signs of strain, and Japan's alliance with Germany and its Neutrality Pact with
Russia placed it in a delicate position. Although Russia had been faithfully carrying out its

Russia had withdrawn its troops from the German border, either in anticipation of war or with
the purpose of avoiding it. Meanwhile, the German army continued its preparations, confident
that it could easily conquer European Russia, if such were Chancellor Hitler's plan.627

165. Russia Restricts the Transportation of War Materials.

In the economic agreement of September 1939, Russia had invited Germany to transport
good: through Russia, but in May 1941 a problem concerning war materials arose.628 Russia
began restricting the shipment of machine tools and other war machinery for making arms,

of these restrictions relaxed, a negative response was expected.629 Nor would Russia accept fororto
Both Germany and Japan were disturbed because the worsening of German-Russian rela-

tions would eliminate the passage of import goods from Germany via Siberia.631 Because of this

tion that Japan add to the terms of the recently coptracted Japan-Russian trade pact certain

from other countries, including unoccupied countries. 632166.to
Molotov regarding the current rumors of war between Russia and Germany, and pointed out

634
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PART DIPLOMATIC THROUGHOUTTHEWORLD164.RumorofRussiaWithdrawingItsTroopsfromGermanBorders(May1941).
economicagreementswithGermany,itwasnotedinBerlin,asearlyasMay14,1941,that bombsandplanes,andthoughJapan'srepresentativescommencednegotiationstohavesome transitgoodsassignedtocountrieswithwhichithadnotreachedanagreement.Toovercomethisdisadvantage,Tokyoordered,inmid-May1941thatfreightwhichwastobeshippedto

JapanthrougheitherfreeoccupiedterritorywasbepaidforinfreeGermanmarks.630
theJapaneseAmbassadorinBerlinonJune18,1941forwardedtoTokyotheGermansuggesprovisionswhichwouldmakepossiblethetransferofgoodsthrougllRussianterritorytoand Ontheotherhand,TokyowasinformedonJune17,1941thatcourierservicecouldbereopenedbetweenManchukuoandEruope,whichindicatedsomerelaxationofrestrictions.633RussiaSeeksAvoidWarwithGermany.

OnMay15,1941AmbassadorTatekawarequestedanexplanationfromForeignMinister that,ifsuchrumorsweretrue,Japanwouldactonlyasmediator.ForeignMinisterMolotovassuredhimthatsuchtalkwasentirelywithoutfoundationandwasdesignedonlytodiscredittheTripartitePact.JAsaresultofthisinterview,theJapaneseAmbassadorbelievedthatRussiawasattemptingtoavoidaclashwithGermany,andthatintensiveRussiandefensepreparationsalongthewesternborderwereinconsequentialinviewofRussia'sdesiretoavert 



150 divisions concentrated on the western border with reinforcements close at hand, and
Russia had but 116 divisions.635 With this in mind, and considering the fact that Russian forces

of a clash because of Russian weakness.

Ambassador Tatekawa also pointed to the disadvantages of war for Germany, inasmuch as

take the Ukraine, but that by fighting a defensive war Russia could nullify Germany's tempo-

not see in the near future any chance of a major war developing between Germany and Rus-
sia.!!36

Vatican sources added strength to this belief in peace when they reported to Ambassador
Horikiri that Russia had no alternative but to align itself with the Axis.637

Furthermore, though German intentions were not clear to Ambassador Oshima in Berlin,
he felt that Russia would refrain from mobilization in the hopes of not giving Germany an ex-
cuse for an attack. However, he indicated his belief that Germany would defeat Russia in a
short time, and that the United States and England would be of little assistance to Russia.638

167. European Observers Predict a German-Russian War.

servers, for on May 30, 1941 an eminent correspondent of the Catholic press confided to the

treme tension", and another well-informed newspaperman predicted that hostilities with

Russia would start about June 15, 1941. Many observers believed that Germany would delay
an attack against England and would immediately enter into hostilities against Russia, which
was then expected to seek conciliation. 639

War rumors were also prevalent in the Balkans where northbound German troops and supplycarsIton3,
munist Party. It appeared that Russian influence had been completely swept out of Yugo-
slovia, although Serb and Croatian sympathy for the Slavs was still as strong as ever. 640

168. Japanese-Russian Trade Agreement (June 9,1941).

Both Japan and Russia were striving to attain an equitable solution in regard to fishing and
trade agreements, and Ambassador Tatekawa in Moscow urged, on May 15, 1941 that Japan

Russia and Japan.641

Foreign Minister Matsuoka replied, on May 28, 1941, that he intended to settle definitely

Russia have confidence in him, since in conducting the commerce and fishery negotiations
satisfactorily he expected to encounter some domestic opposition.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORAccordingtoareportofAmbassadorTatekawaonMay16,1941Germanyhadsome140to
hadlongfearedtheGermanarmy,theJapaneseAmbassadorfeltthattherewasnopossibility itwasreceivingthenaturalresourcesitneededfromRussia.HebelievedthatGermanycould rarygains.Forallofthesereasons,theJapaneseAmbassadortoMoscowstatedthathedid SignsofacomingclashbetweenRussiaandGermanywereperceivedbysomeEuropeanob-JapaneseAmbassadoratRomethatGerman-Russianrelationshadreached"apassofex-

werenoticed.wasreportedJune1941thatcertaindiplomaticcirclesinSofiawould
welcomeanoutbreakofwarbecausesuchaconflictwouldleadtotheoverthrowoftheComactnotlaterthanAugust,1941onthequestionofNorthSakhalin,anislandownedjointlyby thequestionofrightsandintetestsinNorthSakhalinwithinthecomingyear.Heaskedthat 



Although Japan had decided to maintain its usual defenses in the North Seas, it issued
special instructions, on May 28, 1941, to its subjects forbidding trespassing or any acts of a
troublesome nature within Russian waters.642 Some contention arose over the scheduled de-

regardless of the attitude of Russia.643

Mr. Molotov, who, having already expressed his desire for an immediate completion of nego-
tiations, urged the Japanese Ambassador to expedite matters in Tokyo. Thereupon Ambas-
sador Tatekawa pointed out to Mr. Matsuoka that although the conclusion of the Neutrality
Pact with Russia had been generally accepted in Japan, an early settlement of the fisheries
dispute would effectively silence the remaining opposition by demonstrating Russian sincerity
in the negotiations.

Molotov had drawn up and delivered the Russian statement regarding the fisheries question,

and, as of June 1, 1941 no answer had been received from Tokyo.644

cr' According to Mr. Molotov, only one problem impeded the final settlement which Ambassa-

the differential between land and sea shipping expenses be made up for by payment in kind of

be reached. Having submitted a revised proposal to the Russian: the Japanese Ambassador
stated that the entire business would be concluded with a week.645 Mter much discussion oftobeinthe
169. Japanese-Russian Agreement as to Boundary Lines (June 10, 1941).

In an effort to protect Japanese-Russian relations and to support the recently signed neutral-
ity pact, a conference had been opened at Chita on May 27, 1941 to discuss the Manchurian-

countries.647 Though the preliminary work had been finished, the actual demarcation of the

line remained to be done. It was hoped that this could be accomplished by the end of the sum-
mer of 1941. 648

transporting 800 trucks between Chita and Manchuli. Japanese diplQmats traveling through
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partureonJune15,1941oftheKaiyoMaruforSakhalinIsland,butTokyodecidedtosendit, OnMay31,1941AmbassadorTatekawapresentedtherespectsofhisForeignMinisterto ItwasevidentthatMoscowblamedMatsuokaforthedelay,sinceonMay15,1941Mr.Mr. dorTatekawahopedforwithinaweekafterJune1,1941.ThiswastheRussiandemandthat commodities.TheJapaneseJapaneseAmbassadorJune1,1941offeredhisopinion,inwhichMr.Molotovconcurred,thatsomeformulaformutualagreementononthemattercouldRussianboarderdelineation.Eventhougharmyofopinionwholemattershouldbekeptabsolutelysecret,JapaneseJapanesediplomatsdecidedtomakeapublicstatementconcerningagreementfinallyreachedonJune10,1941,sinceitwaswasbelievedthatthatsuchanannouncementwouldfurtheralreadyimproved

relationsbetweenthethethethethethetwo OnthesamedayJapanRussiaconcludedtheiragreement,areport,senttoTokyoandandMoscowfromHsinking,Manchoukuo,declaredthatthattwenty-sevenarmoredtrainswere Russiaalwaysmadedetailedreportsofthemilitaryactivitiestheyhadobservedenroute.649 

detailsincludeddocument,theagreementwasfinallyreachedonJune9,1941.646 



the international situation such activity deserved Japan's close attention. 650

Russia agreed to Tokyo's request of June 16, 1941 that secrecy be observed regarding three

cials as Russia approved.651 Meanwhile, Japan was suspicious of Russia, and even on special
occasions it insisted that Russian visitors be furnished with Japanese transportation.652

17ili Russia Supplies Essential Materials to Germany.

From a commercial viewpoint, Russian-German relations in May and early June 1941 ap-
peared unruffled for despite its overtaxed railroad facilities and recent loss of influence in the
Balkans,653 Russia continued to supply Germany with large quantities of materials eventhatanto
171. Germany's Demands on Russia.tobeofby

(1) Return part of Bukovina to Rumania,
(2) Reconsider the Russian-German border line in Galicia,(3)tothe
(4) Permit her passage through the Caucasus.

Japanese spokesman as something of a compromise.656 Mr. Izumi, a Japanese representative

in Sofia, stated that the acceptance of these demands would shatter the Russian army's pres-

Izumi, it appeared that Russia was now forced to acquiesce or fight, and he believed that

circles contended that Hitler was merely trying, at the risk of war, to bring Russia into the
Tripartite Alliance. 658

172. Japanese Diplomats Urge Russia to Accept German Demands.

on June 14, 1941 urged Mr. Matsuoka to intervene in bringing peace between Russia and Ger-

6S"II, 630.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
ItalianeconomicmissionMoscowwasbeingorganized.655demandsweremadeRussiaGermany:AllowGermanyenterUkraine,and 

Itpointedoutthatevenformaneuvers,thiswaswasalargenumbertrucks,andinviewofof diplomaticnotes,whichwerebeknownonlytototheJapaneseForeignOfficeandsuchoffithough,accordingtoRussianFirstSecretaryatRomenoagreementregardingjointexploitationofthethetheUkraineinexistence.654Furthermore,TokyowaswasinformedonJune5,1941thatnewcontractsforrawmaterialsbetweenRussiaItalywerebeingconsidered,andand OnJune6,1941JapaneserepresentativesinSofiaandMoscowreportedthatthefollowingThefactthatGermanyhadnotreferredtoBessarabiainherdemandswasinterpretedby tige,andheexpectedthattheanti-Stalinwingwouldstageacoupd'etat.AccordingtoMr. Russiaseriouslymenacedbothwithinandfromfromwithout.Althoughtherestillpossibilitypeace,GermanwaswaswaspressingHerrvon

Ribbentropforforaashowdown,sinceitexpectedtodefeatthetheRussianarmyarmytwoorthreeweeks.657Someinindiplomatic BothTatekawaMoscowonJune7,1941andAmbassadorAmbassadorHorikiriininRome 



many. The Foreign Minister was advised to press Russia to join the Axis, or to collaborate close-
ly with anti-British and anti-American groups. Whatever the demands, Japan felt that Russia
should accept in order to avoid war. 659

Ambassador Tatekawa reported on June 7, 1941 that the German Ambassador in Moscowanon
member of the German Embassy that unless Russia conformed to Chancellor Hitler's de-

mands within the next ten days, hostilities would begin. 661

173. German Leaders Warn Japan of the Coming War.

had just held with Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and Chancellor Hitler in which both
:..German leaders had agreed that in all probability Germany could not avoid war with Rus-thenotyeta
the German leader, the campaign would be successfully finished in three months.663

Russia and Germany, Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop had dismissed them as being abso-
lutely groundless. Moreover, he declared that Germany had completed all its preparations
and that troop concentrations were massed along its eastern border where Russian troops had
also been stationed.

that the attitude of the Soviet Union of late had become increasingly unfriendly toward Ger-

mouth of the Danube. According to the German Foreign Minister, it was evident that Russiawasforto
time would give complete and undisputable control of the entire European continent to Ger-
many, and would make it absolutely impossible for Great Britain and the United States to
touch it. Moreover, such a conquest would split Russia to the great advantage of Japan. 664

Ambassador Oshima advised Tokyo on June 6, 1941 to prevent the departure of Japaneseinto
174. Germany Denies Negotiating with Russia.

Despite the ,denials of Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop in his talks with Ambassador Oshimaon3,4,
concerning this matter. 666
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believedthatRussiahadaccededinthemaintoGermany'srequests,andthattherewasnoreasonforattack.66OButJune17,1941theJapaneseconsulatAnkarawasinformedbya 
OnJune4,1941AmbassadorOshimareportedthedetailsofsomeimportantinterviewshesia.662Thoughwarwascertaintyandthedatehadnotyetbeenset,HerrvonRib

bentropadvisedJapantomakeitspreparationsfortheeventassoonaspossible.Accordingto Althoughthereweremanyrumorstotheeffectthatnegotiationswereunderwaybetween AmbassadorOshimaaskedHerrvonRibbentropwhetherornotwarwithRussiacouldbeavoidedsinceGermany'smainobjectivewasEngland.TheGermanForeignMinisterreplied many,andthattherehadevenbeenanarmedborderclashbetweenthetwoforcesatthe 

merelywaitingGermanyfailagainstEnglandbeforedeclaringwaritself.
HerrvonRibbentropadvisedtheJapaneseAmbassadorthattheconquestofRussiaatthis citizensforEurope,viaSiberia,becauseofthethreateningsituation,andafewdayslaterthe GermanAmbassadorTokyowasorderedkeepGermansawayfromthisroute.665June1941thatGermanywasnegotiatingwithRussia,Tokyo,onJune14,1941,ordered

bothAmbassadorHorikiriinRomeandAmbassadorOshimainBerlintoinquireonceagain 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
Mr. Matsuoka's curiosity concerning a German-Russian rapprochement was again mani-festedonJune20,1941,whenheorderedAmbassadorOshimatodiscussthegistofareported

conversation between the German Foreign Minister and the Russian Ambassador in Berlin.667

HerrvonRibbentroppromptlydeniedthathehadconversedwithAmhassadorDeganov,and

reiterated that Germany had no intentions of negotiating with Russia.668175.ProspectsofanAnglo-RussianOilAgreement.
AmbassadorCripps'missiontoMoscow,accordingtoareporttoTokyofromtheJapanese

Ambassador in London on June 13, 1941, had not materially improved Anglo-Russian rela-

tionsthoughEnglandhadalreadybecomeawareoftheinevitabilityoftheRusso-Germanconflict.TheJapaneseAmbassadorinLondonbelievedthatasaconsequence,anAsiatic-

European rapprochement, at least on Anglo-Russian oil, would evolve. 669

176. Ambassador Tatekawa in Moscow Doubts the Possibility ora German-Russian War. (June 16,

1941).

ItalianandGermanAmbassadorsinMoscowconferredonJune15,1941concerningtheevacuationoftheirdiplomaticstaffsandfamilies,andthoughtheJapanesediplomatswere

informed that no official word had been received from either Berlin or Rome, arrangements

forthedepartureoffemalestaffmemberswereconcluded.Astothecausesforthismove,Mr.Tatekawawasinformedthatalldepartureswereforfamilyreasons.670TheJapaneseAmbas-

sador was inclined to believe that the Axis diplomats had received no official instructions for

he could discover no signs of their burning their codes or taking any other final precautions. 671

TheJapaneseAmbassadortoMoscowwasstillconvinc~donJune16,1941thatRussia,al-thoughencouragedbyEnglandandtheUnitedStates,knewfullwellthatithadtomaintainacooperativeattitudetowardGermany.AmbassadorTatekawablamedBritishAmbassadorCrippsforanunfoundedrumorofwarbetweenRussiaandGermany,whichhadbeendenied

by Tass, the official Russian news agency. 672

However,TokyoannouncedonJune17,1941thatBritishandRussiandenialsofthethreat-eningGerman-Russianruptureweremadetominimizethesituation,andshouldbeconsid-eredasmerepropaganda.Significantly,theJapanesegovernmentexpectedthebeginningoftheRussianwartobefollowedbyaBritish-Russianalliance,anAmerican-Russianrap-

prochement, and, finally, the entrance ofthe United States into the war. 673

177. Ambassador Oshima Warns of the Imminence of the Russian-German War.

According to Ambassador Oshima, preparations had already been completed for the Ger-

mansurpriseattack,andtheRumanianarmyhadbeencompletelymobilizedonJune13,

1941. Chancellor Hitler had returned to Berlin on June 14, 1941 while Generals Brauchitsch
andHalderaswellasothermilitaryleadershadalreadygonetothefrontline.Inviewofthese

facts, Ambassador Oshima urgently requested instructions as to Japan's policy towards the
war.674
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OnJune18,1941AmbassadorOshimareportedthattheclearingoftheweatherinGermanyandthefactthatRussiawasfullyawareofGermany'sintentionsmadetheoutbreakofwarlikelyatanytime.HeemphasizedtheGermanarmy'sassuranceofannillilatingtheRussianarmyinfourweeks,andurgedthatJapanshouldbewellpreparedfortheendingofthewarin

the near future. 675

178. Japanese-Russian Financial Relations Remain Stable.

JapancontinuedtocarryonnormalfinancialrelationswithRussia,and,onJune20,1941

after America's freezing of German and Italian capital, it made preparations to transfer Ameri-canmoneyremittancesdirectlyfromTokyotoMoscow,ratherthanthroughBerlin.676
179. Japan Denies Its Friendly Relations with Russia Have Inconvenienced Germany.

HerrvonRibbentropintimatedonJune21,1941thatJapanwasresponsibleforRussia'sabilitytomoveitsFarEasternforcestoEuropeanRussia,whereuponAmbassadorOshimapointedouttotheGermanForeignMinisterthatitwasonlynaturalforRussiatoconcentrate

its troops in its most vital possessions, and that Japanese-Russian relations had nothing to do
with this move. 677 .

180. Germany Attacks Russia (June 22,1941).

Germany attacked Russia at 4 A.M., Moscow time, on June 22, 1941, just one hour before
theGermanAmbassadortoMoscowpresentedtoMr.Molotovanotehehadreceivedfrom

Berlin on the previous evening.
Not all members of the German Foreign Staff whole-heartedly supported the attack, for the

GermanAmbassadortoMoscow,meetingwithAmbassadorTatekawa,expressedhisdistinctdisapproval.HehadknownsinceApril17,1941thatGermanywasgoingtoattackRussia,andhebelievedthattherewasnoreasonforittodososinceRussiahadnotbeendeliberatelyob-structingGermany'smilitaryaction.Heconcludedthatpowerfulmilitaryleadersmusthave

been guiding Chancellor Hitler. 678

After the outbreak of hostilities, the German Consul General met with Ambassador Ota at
Vladivostok on the afternoon of June 22, 1941 and he explained that since the Comintern had
been engaging for many months in activities within Polan.d, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
Hungary, as well as other countries coming under the jurisdiction of the Third Reich, and had
also refused to withdraw its troops from the border (See Japanese-Russian Relations, Section
164), Russia had actually precipitated the final breach in German-Russian relations.

The Axis representative continued by saying that the war had been started by Germany,
and that he saw no reason why Japan, for the present, should not maintain neutrality. The
German diplomat's request that German nationals be cared for in Japan and in Manchuria

wasgranted,butwhenMr.Otaofferedtosafeguardthedocumentsofthedepartingdiplomat,

he learned that all German codes and important documents had been burned the night be-
fore.679

675D,660.676D,661.mD,662.678D,663.67"n,665.136



the ground, and a Russian air raid on Tilsit did little damage. Twenty-five Roumanian divi-
sions under Marshal Antonescu and fifteen divisions under Marshal Karl Gustaf Mannerheim

were assisting the Germans. According to Ambassador Oshima, the success of the day's fight-
ing contributed to the Axis' great confidence in the ultimate outcome of the conflict. 680

Although it was accepted that Germany would destroy the Ukraine and Caucasus, Ambas-
sador Ota, talking with the U.S. Consul General in Vladivostok, learned that not all observers

that President Roosevelt would announce America's participation in the war and the exten-
sion of military assistance to Russia, the American representative expressed the hope thatwasina
181. Japan Assures Germany ofIts Support of the Axis.

to announce that Hitler planned to "use every might and means to march against the U.S.S.R."
In response to an inquiry from Mr. Matsuoka, the German Ambassador admitted that there

sultation with the German government. Japan again reiterated its desire to act entirely in
accordance with the Tripartite Pact and stated that in regard to Poland, it would not quibble
over details.683

Consul General had severed all connections with the outside world on June 25, 1941, and ar-forto
governments in the Ukraine, White Russia, and the Baltic shore nations. Lithuania and Lat-
via would coalesce and Finland would be annexed to Estonia.685

182. Japan Investigates a German-British Rapprochement.

fore, would seek an early termination of the war, and then would turn to the solution of the
British question. There were rumors also that the future objective of the war would be changed
and that a peace proposal would be submitted to Britain early in July, 1941.686 In the light of
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Japan,whichuniqueposition,wouldmovewithcaution.682 
rangementswerebeingmadehimembarkontheKasaiMaru.684 

Reportsfirstday'sfightingdivulgedthattroopsalongthetheborderhadnotbeencompletelymobilized.FivehundredRussianRussianplaneswerereportedshotdownordestroyedonon wereagreedGermanywouldpiercetheheartofRussia.681StatingthatthathewasconvincedOnthatsameeventfulday,June22,1941,AmbassadorOttcalledatJapaneseForeignOfficeinTokyoshowtextofthethetheGermannotewhichhadbeendeliveredtotoRussia,and wasdeclarationofagainstRussianote.TwodayslaterJune24,1941,ithadbeendecidedthatnonomoveininregardtothetheGerman-Russianwarwarwouldbetakenwithoutfullcon-IthadbeenagreedthatofficialsMoscowtakentoIran,andinterestswouldwouldbebeplacedininchargeofBulgarianMinister.AtVladivostok,thetheGermanGermanGermanTokyowasinformedJune22,1941thatGermany,simultaneously

withitsmilitaryattackononRussia,plannedestablishapro-GermanregimeinMoscow,andalsototosetupseparate AsbattlesragedonfrontinJune,1941itwasbelievedbysomeobserversthatRussianRussianarmywouldretireUralregiontotocarryonalongwar;thethethetheGermans,there-theforegoing,someconcernwasfeltbyTokyoconcerninganunverifiedreportthatForeign 



Minister von Ribbentrop had submitted an anti-Comintern proposal to the British Ambassa-
dor in Ankara.687

declared that since Anglo-Russian cooperation had become very evident, a large German force
would be sent to the eastern front. Following this statement, German papers emphasized that

indivisible. 688

183. Japan Gauges World Reaction to the Russo-German Conflict.

Japanese diplomats throughout the world were reporting the attitudes in regard to the Russo-
German war of the countries to which they had been assigned. Close attention was paid to

mates of the public opinion in various countries of the world now follows:(a)
According to a Japanese report, Prime Minister Churchill's speech of June 22, 1941, in which

and the journey of General Sir Archibald Wavell to confer with Russian military forces.

reported to have urged Russia to wage a protracted war, for, according to the Japanese inter-

dangerous to ally itself with Russia too soon.690

(b) United States.

appeared to be anti-Russian, had not yet met with the British military mission in Moscow,
and since only low-ranking officers were currently located at the American Embassy, notobeat
fully awaiting Russia's downfall since the latter had asked the Japanese Ambassador to
question Foreign Minister Molotov concerning the methods of evacuating foreign diplomatic

Russian government, Mr. Steinhardt removed all his diplomatic personnel to distant villas.692

suggested on August 5, 1941 that Japan act immediately to settle its Russian border question.
Fearing the task of facing the combined Russian and American forces, he thought it timely for
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ButAmbassadorOshimareportedChancellorHitler'sstatementofJune22,1941,which theRussiancampaignwasapreludetotheBritishcampaign,andthatthetwocampaignswere theviewsofEnglandandtheUnitedStatesbyallJapaneserepresentatives.Japaneseesti-

GreatBritain.
hepromisedaidtoRussia,wastheoccasionforthereturnofAmbassadorCrippstoMoscow ConferringwiththeRussianAmbassadorinLondon,ForeignMinisterAnthonyEdenwas pretationofGreatBritain'sattitude,unlessthewarwaslong-drawnout,RussiawouldbeforcedtofightwithoutBritishassistance.689AmbassadorOshimaobservedthatGreatBritain,convincedbypastfailures,whichithadexperienced"byinterferingattheoutsetofthelastseveralwars",wasmerelyextendingverbalencouragementinthebeliefthatitwouldbe JapanalsobelievedthattheUnitedStateswasfollowingapolicyofwatchfulwaiting,andthatintheeventofaGermanvictoryitwouldnotfulfillitspromisetoaidRussia.ItseemedobvioustoJapan,onJuly4,1941,thatsinceMr.Steinhardt,theAmericanAmbassadorwho

three-powermilitaryconferencewaslikelyunderwaythistime.691
AmbassadorTatekawainMoscowwasconvincedthatAmbassadorSteinhardtwashope-officialsfromMoscow.Havingbeenaskedtodeferthisquestionlestheshouldinsultthe InthelightofthegrowingRussian-Americansolidarity,theJapaneseAmbassadorinRome 



Japan to use its occupation of French Indo-China merely as a threat against England and the

(c) Spain.

Germany in its crusade against Communism. Although little military value could be seen inan
South America.694

(d) Sweden. in
groUp.695

(e) Finland.

camouflage a lack of preparedness, and that finally, when sufficiently armed, it would

launch an attack on its former enemy, Russia.696 Finnish defenses had been improved duringtheit
arms on ~June 15, 1941. Women's relief detachments had been formed, antiaircraft posts

June 26,1941 Finland entered the war.

(f) Manchukuo.
Repercussions of the Russo-German conflict were watched with special care within

Japanese-controlled Manchukuo because of its difficult border problems and internal
differences. Immediately after the outbreak of hostilities on Russia's western front, Russian
troops along the eastern Manchurian border were observed engaging in athletics. However,
Japanese observers, not misled by this pretense, perceived efficient Russian defense
preparations going on in the background.698

but Japan believed that Russian espionage agents were working with an already established
underground organization. The populace seemed to be calm, but some Japanese sympathizers

be apprehensive lest Manchukuo become involved in the conflict, though the natives expressed
no opinion. 699

move to Outer Mongolia on the
pretext that China must defend both Russia and Outer Mongolia was considered by Japan.

of armor and armament and

mobilizing on the Manchurian border for any emergency. 700
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORUnitedStates,andatthesametimetopreparequicklytoattacknorthward.693FromSpaincameGeneralFranco'srequestthatSpanishvolunteersbeallowedtoassistsuchalliance,AxisleaderswereawareofitsimportanceasmaterialforpropagandainInternaldissensionobscuredSwedishforeignpolicy,butGermansourcesbelievedthattheanti-RussianfactionSwedenwasgraduallywinningmorestrengththantheanti-GermanAmbassadorOshimawasinformedthatFinland'sdeclarationofneutralitywasintendedtoprecedingyear,andtheeasternborderwasobservedtobefirmlyguarded.Althoughnoemergencymobilizationhadbeenordered,wasreportedthat10,000menhadbeencalledto
manned,andmembersoftheYoungMen'sAssociationshadjoinedtheGermanforces.597On OnJune24,1941RussiaseemedtoberefrainingfromanyprovocationwithinManchukuo, advocatedanimmediatethrustatRussia.AfewWhiteRussiansalsomanifestedadesiretorideastern-AsiaofSovietRussianinfluence.Ontheotherhand,someJapanesewereknownto ThepossibilitythattheChineseCommunistarmymight OnJune25,1941theRussianarmywasincreasingitssupply 



In an effort to prevent the U.S.S.R. from suspecting Japan's hostile attitude, the Japanese
Kwantungarmymaintainedanappearanceofreserve.Officially,Manchukuoadheredtoapolicyoffriendliness,althoughmanyyoungofficersoftheKwantungarmyfavoredanoffensivetosettletheRussianquestiononceandforall.Meanwhile,negotiationswerebeing

carried on between the Manchukuo Bureau of General Affairs and Japan regarding the supply
of materials in case of a Japanese-Russian war.7O1

OnJune30,1941JapaneseagentsatHsinkingdisclosedthattheRussianarmyhadin-

tensified its scouting along the Russian-Manchukuoan border, for pursuit planes, replacing
bombers,wereconcentratedinthefirstlines.Thismovewasbelievedtoindicatethat

temporary defense preparations had been replaced by permanent fortifications, and thatRussiawasinreadinessforimmediateaction.7O2
Continual cruising by Russian planes over the Manchukuoan border evoked the disapproval

ofJapaneseauthorities,whoinearlyJuly,1941complainedtotheRussianConsulGeneralinHarbin,whereuponreciprocalchargesagainsttheJapanesewerereceived.7O3TheKwantungarmyhadbecomequiteactiveinnorthernManchuriabutJapanbelievedthatatremendousnumberoftroopswouldberequiredtooccupytheregioneastofLakeBaikal,

and this would occasion many difficulties in governing the region. In addition, should a
Japanese invasion be successful, communications would become a major problem. 704

TokyowasinformedonJuly1,1941thatinManchuriatheworkingclasseswere

concerning themselves principally with crop conditions, but they feared a Russian attack on
Japan. Japanese agents further discerned that Russian nationals in Manchuria, especially
young men subject to military service, were apprehensive about the prospective war. In
addition some Jews in Manchukuo who appeared to be anti-German, feared that Japan'sentryintothewarwouldaffectthemcommercially.705

In view of the fact that espionage activities of other nations might flourish within Man-

chukuo, on July 4, 1941 Japanese authorities prepared to restrict the entrance, passage, and
residencethereinofmembersofanyothernations,especiallytheUnitedStatesandEngland.Tocarryoutthispolicy,Kwantungauthoritieswereurgedtoparticipateinapassportcontrol

conference. 706

Itwassuggested,onJuly4,1941thatJapaneseForeignOfficeofficials,whofromlong

experience had become well acquainted with Russian affairs, should be assigned to positions

in Manchukuo to maintain liaison with the Japanese intelligence organizations in Harbin,
Hilar, Botanko, Taoan, and Hei-ho.7O7

OnJuly10-11,1941newlyassignedJapaneseconsulsconferredaboutworldconditionsasaffectedbytheGerman-Russianwar,theabilityoftheSovietUniontoresistGermany,and

violences perpetrated by the Comintern against Manchukuo. Russian strategy and the
general trend of the Manchukuoan population were also discussed, and opinions were
exchanged on matter of espionage and counter-espionage. Staff Officer Kotani, reporting
ontherelativequalityofRussianforces,statedthatbothofficersandmenwereoffairlyhighcaliber,particularlyintheairandtankforces.Herevealedthattheyexhibitedconsiderable

tactical knowledge and ability, and were quite patriotic.
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In the event of a war between Russia and Japan, Japan expected that Russia would:

a. Promote riots and strikes in factories;
b. Incite disorganization in the Manchukuoan army;
c. Promote disunity through anti-Japanese and communistic elements;
d. Instigate activities among the banditry;
e. Engage in destruction and gunfire;
f. Spread disease germs;
g. Throw credit into chaos.7O8

Another important point under discussion was the increasing weakness of Japanese leader~

materialization of various plans and conflicting economic policies.7O9

(g) China. noon
Chinese Communist Party. It was believed that a comprehensive settlement of the Japanese-

Japan.

With respect to Russian strength, the Chinese officials discussed whether or not Commissar
Stalin would realize, before his complete annihilation, the inevitability of Russia's defeat and
would consider a compromise. They pointed out that this would agree with Germany's position,

and China to rupture existing relations with Russia.712

Chungking with Great Britain and the United States, Japanese agents reported that a great

had been reached in world affairs. With this policy in mind, Chungking authorities guid~d

sia.713

Various foreign representatives were extremely active in Chungking on July 1, 1941,
especially the Russian Ambassador who proposed a Chungking-Russian alliance. In reply,
China's Foreign Minister stated that no objection to concluding the alliance existed, but inas-
much as Great Britain and America desired to cooperate with Russia in the European war, it

possibility that Russia would collapse in the near future, thus putting an end to all future aid;intoifatobe
70811, 692.
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governmentcouldlongerdependaidfromRussia.711OnJuly1,1941Chineseauthorities 
consideration,treatyweremadebetweenChungkingandMoscow.714 

shipamongpeopleofManchukuo,forwhichaJapanesespokesmanblamedthethenon-From,ShanghaicameannouncementbothSovietandWhiteRussianshadenthusiasticallyuniteddefensetheirhomeland.71°AtoutbreakofofGerman-Russianhostilities,NankinggovernmentunderJapanesedirection,voiceditsopinionemphasisshouldnowbeplacedonpeaceforforChina,sinceitwasevidentthatthatthatthethethethetheChungkingwerereportedasspeculatingconcerningattitudeofChungkinggovernmenttowardthethethe ChineseincidentresultingfromavictoryforGermanywouldeliminateallfutureanxietiesof sincebelievedHitlerhadnointentionannihilatingRussia.InviewpossibilityanearlyconclusionofofofofthetheGerman-Russianwar,theyfeltthatthatititwaswasunwiseforJapan ThoughthereweresomeChungkingauthoritieswhoseemedtoadvocatethecoalitionof majoritywereoftheopinionthatnodefinitestepsshould

betakenuntilafavorablesituation publicopinionbyrestrictingallnewspapersfromfavoringtoomucheitherGermanyorRusimportantthatawaitfuturedevelopments.Inaddition,ChinaChinawaswasawareofthe therefore,itwasfelt,inaccordwiththeexistingsentiment,thatthesefactorsshouldbetaken 



It was noted by the Japanese that since the commencement of Russo-German hostility, Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek had softened his demands on the Chinese Communist army, and
had been taking the attitude that it would be sufficient if the army merely refrained from
revolt against Chungking. In further dealings with the Communist organization, he apparent-

had strictly observed orders from Chungking and had participated in open warfare againstand
(h) Turkey.

guarantee its neutrality in the German-Russian war, which it had announced on June 23, 1941.
It was generally believed at this time that after defeating Russia, Germany would move south-theto
increasing of her border troops to five divisions indicated to another observer that it intended

French arms.718

break of German-Russo hostilities, had begun to manifest through the press its long harbored

Ankara reported that after occupying the Caucasus, Germany, disregarding its recent pact,

as Japan saw it, for Turkey had no alternative but to refuse both belligerents or decide to which

soon crush the Turks. 720

(i) Hungary.

broiled in the war.721 According to Ambassador Oshima, this tremendous spreading of the war
was contrary to the wishes of Germany since Chancellor Hitler's motive was not to destroy
world culture, but to save it from Bolshevism.722 Stressing the necessity of Japan's redoubling
its efforts in promoting an Axis victory, Ambassador Oshima pointed out that his country had
undertaken such an obligation in signing the anti-Comintern pact.723

(j) India.
Since Japan was cognizant of the role that India might play in the overthrow of English in-

fluence in the Far East, it supported the activities of certain Indian revolutionaries. Fearing
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werepurchasingpetroleumfromAmericanandBritishfirmsfordeliverytoVladivostok.716wardfromCaucasusthroughIraqandSyriaattackEgypt.7!7Ontheotherhand,Turkey'slyhadpromisedtoconsiderforremunerationscoveringmonthsofMayandJune1941,ademanddemandbasedonthethefactthatGeneralGeneralChouChouEn-Lai'sEn-Lai'sarmy Japan.715OnAugust4,1941JapaneseintelligenceagentsorderedbyTokyodiscoverwhetherornotRussiansinShanghaiwereweretransshippingEastIndianrubbertotoVladivostok, Bysigninganon-aggressionpactwithGermanyonJune25,1941Turkeysoughtfurthertotoavoidwaratallcost.IthadalsosealedfutureSyriabyprohibitingthethepassageofof OnJuly12,1941,however,JapanbelievedthatTurkey,despiteitsneutralpolicyattheout-resentmentagainstRussia.7!9Twoweekslater,onJuly29,1941,theJapaneseAmbassadorin marchthroughTurkeytoattackIraq.WarwouldwouldbreakoutintheNearEastbyautumn, sheyield.Ineithercasethe
unavoidableresultbewar.TheJapaneseAmbassadorinAnkarawasmuchimpressedwithGermanmight,andpredictedthatGermanywouldwouldwould HungarydeclaredwaronJune27,1941andnowmostthecountriesofofEuropewereem71BII,575. 



that America would endeavor to stimulate liberalism in India, and that Great Britain would

attempt to compromise with the Indian Congress, one of these leaders in Berlin, presumably
Mr. Bose, sent a message to his colleagues in India via the Japanese diplomatic communi-
cation system. It requested some indication of Indian reaction to the Russo-German war, and
urged that any compromise between Great Britain and the Indian Congress be sabotaged.

According to the opinion of this leader, India's only hope for independence lay in an Axis
victory. Believing that Germany's victory over Russia was just a matter of weeks, he predicted
that Chancellor Hitler would make some pronouncement immediately about India's inde-
pendence, and suggested that this pronouncement be followed by a revolution. Arrangements

approve the current Japanese policy in the Far East, including Indo-China, since it conformed
to the objective of Indian nationalists. 724

184. Japan Is Warned of Soviet Strength.

the fact that many besides Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and Ambassador Oshima urged
Mr. Matsuoka to declare war against Russia, others, including the First Secretary of the Japa-
nese Embassy in Hsinking, formerly attached to the Japanese Embassy in Moscow, advised
that Russia, possessing rich resources in territory, manpower, and material, and after twenty-
four years of communistic education, completely unified behind Stalin, should not be under-
estimated.

along the Manchukuo border also served as a sign of reserve strength. 725

185. Russia Seeks Japan's Support of the Neutrality Pact.

From the beginning of hostilities, Russia's Ambassador to Tokyo attempted to cement
Russo-Japanese relations, and tried to determine Japan's feelings with regard to its neutrality

Matsuoka to determine whether or not Japan intended to honor the Neutrality Pact. Foreign
Minister Matsuoka replied that the Neutrality Pact with Russia had no relation to the Tri-
partite Pact, and that the Japanese government was still undetermined regarding its attitude
on the present turn of events. However, in discussing Japan's foreign policy with Stalin at a
time when he had not anticipated a Russo-German war, Foreign Minister Matsuoka had
stated that Japan would not collaborate with Britain and America.

replied that since the terms of the Russo-German agreement had been carried out whole-
heartedly by Russia, Germany could find no cause for complaint, and, therefore, it had at-
tacked suddenly without forewarning or a declaration of war.

"'II, 706.
mIl, 707.
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weretobemadeimmediatelyinordertotakeoverruleofIndiaatthepropertime,andreliableagents,unknowntotheBritish,weretobesenttoworkincertainlocalities.Indiashould AlthoughfirstreportsfromtheRussianfrontpointedtoanearlyGermanvictory,somekeenanalystscreditedRussiawithareservepowersuspectedbyfewforeigngovernments.Despite TheformerMoscowstaffmemberalsopointedtothefactthatwithinthenextfewmonthsasevereRussianwinterwouldhamperaGermanadvance.Russia'spowerfuldefenseline agreementwithRussia.OnJune23,1941AmbassadorSmetanincalledonForeignMinister DeclaringthatifhehadsuspectedthecomingofwarbetweenGermanyandRussia,hewouldnothavehesitatedtohaveundertakentheroleofmediator,Mr.MatsuokaaskedAmbassadorSmetaninwhyJapanwasnotgivensuchanopportunity.TheRussianrepresentative 



Ambassador Cripps to England and Prime Minister Churchill's promise to aid to Russia,

Ambassador Smetanin answered that many ambassadors returned home for rest after an

extended term of service. The Japanese Foreign Minister again stressed that Japan had thrown

in its lot with Germany and Italy, but that since he had always worked for the improvement

countries would be most unfortunate. Ambassador Smetanin replied that both he and the
British Ambassador had also been working directly for the improvement of Russo-Japanese
relations, and that he hoped Mr. Matsuoka's government would take an objective view of the
situation. 726

From Vichy came word that the Russian Ambassador resident there had also sought, on
June 25, 1941 to determine the Japanese attitude toward the German-Russian war. The Japa-
nese Ambassador replied that, having received no instructions from Tokyo, he could not very
well express an official opinion, but he knew that Japan would consider all conditions very
carefully in the light of the Tripartite and Neutrality Pacts. Emphasizing the fact that Russia
had been strictly observing the Russo-German treaty when Germany attacked suddenly,
without provocation, the Russian Ambassador expressed the wish that Japan and Russia
would maintain friendly relations. 727

In Tokyo on June 24, 1941 Foreign Minister Matsuoka told the Italian Ambassador, who had
called on him, that as yet no policy had been determined with regard to Japan's entrance into

eign relations. 728

divulged, on June 26, 1941, that preparations had been made to burn his codes, machines,
and special telegrams if an emergency occurred.729toaof
Tatekawa that Mr. Matsuoka had denied the widespread war rumors during the latter part of

Japan had no advance information at all regarding the German plan.

he hoped that the recently improved relations between them could be maintained in the

future. Expressing a similar desire that nothing should be done to upset their friendly relations,
Ambassador Tatekawa indicated that Japan expected Russia to refrain henceforth from agi-

tating the laboring classes, and he suggested that the issuance of entrance visas to Russia be
expedited. Mr. Molotov denied emphatically the existence of a pre-war British-Russian

war. 730
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1941ToMr.Matsuoka'sinquiryconcerningconnectionbetweenthetheunexpectedreturnof relationsRussiaandJapan,hefeltthatanoutbreakofofhostilitiesbetweenbetweenthetwo war.HeagainstressedfactneithernorNeutralityhaddirectbearingoneachother,andthatthatthethethethetheTripartiteTripartitePactPactPactwasstillaapivotforJapanesefor-AlthoughJapanhadmadenodecisionastoitsaction,JapaneseConsulOtainVladivostok JapanhadpossessedpreviousknowledgeoftheGermanattack,wasremindedbyAmbassador May,thegovernment,ifreceivedsomeunofficialwarning,notawareofGermany'sdecisionattackuntilafewdaysbeforehostilitiesbegan.AsproofherelatedJapaneseJapaneseofficialsleftTokyoforGermany20,andandtwotwoothershadhadhadbeendispatchedtotoIranononJuneJune21,1941;therefore,ititwaswasevenevenconceivablethatthatthat Mr.Molotovcommented

thatsincetherenothinginTripartitePactregardingSovietRussia,JapanwaswasnotobligatedtoopposeRussia.Sincethethetwogovernmentswereneighbors, alliance,butadmittedthatarrangementsweremadeforsuchatreatyaftertheoutbreakof 

AccordingJapanesereportJune27,1941ForeignMinisterMolotov,whobelievedthat 
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186. Ambassador Tatekawa Urges Support of Neutrality Pact.

Ambassador Tatekawa, expressing his views on June 27, 1941 with regard to Japan's immi-

nent decision, stated that he realized the difficulty of the situation for the Foreign Office since
Japan was divided in opinion. Despite the fact that some gesture of support for the Tripartite
Pact should be made, he believed that since Japan in all probability would not be capable of

offeringGermanycompletemilitarycooperation,itwouldbewelltomaintainthestatusquoandtoexerteveryefforttoconcludetheChinaaffair.ThoughAmbassadorTatekawawasawareofthecurrentGermanvictories,hestatedthattherewerenoguaranteesagainstsomeradicalchangeinthewarsituation.731
187. Germany Seeks Active Support for the Tripartite Pact.

AstheRussianwarprogressed,GermanauthoritiespressedforJapan'said,butForeign

Minister Matsuoka reminded Ambassador Oshima in Berlin that at the time of his visit to

Germany,HerrvonRibbentrophadsaidnothingaboutseekingJapan'shelp.SinceHerrvonRibbentropseemedtobepuzzledbecauseJapanwasnotmakingnecessarypreparationsto

take part in the war, Mr. Matsuoka explained to Ambassador Ott, on June 27, 1941, that hehadassumedthatGermanywasnotanxioustohaveJapanjoininthewaragainstRussia.732188.JapaneseAmbassadorsinRomeandBerlinUrgeSupportofGermany.
TheJapaneseAmbassadorinRomedeclared,onJune30,1941,thatifthepresentCabinetadoptedananti-Russianpolicy,theworldwouldreceivetheimpressionthatJapanwasan

opportunistic country. Therefore, he urged the adoption of some intermediate step to precede

any military action against Russia. 733

TheJapaneseAmbassadorinRomealsourgedJapantoassistinirradicatingthepowerofRussia,thegreatrootofallevil,andpointedoutthatJapan,foritsownself-interest,neededtopreventotherpowersfromusingAsiaticRussiaasabaseforanti-Axisassistance.Hebe-

lieved that a clear statement of policy would strengthen the morale of Japan's people at home,

andwouldcontributetoanadjustmentofmilitaryrelationswiththeAxis.Thiswouldmake

it easier for other nations to understand Japan's position.734
AmbassadorOshimacontinuedtofavorJapan'sentranceintothewaronthesideofthe

Axis. Pointing out on June 28, 1941, that Japan's indecision, as reflected in the many con-
ferences being held in Tokyo and reported in the European press, affected the honor and inte-
grity of his country, the pro-Axis Ambassador urged Foreign Minister Matsuoka to disregard

furtherargumentsandtocometoanimmediatedecision.735TheJapaneseAmbassadortoTurkeyalsosupportedtheviewsofhiscolleaguesinBerlinandinRomethatJapanshould

take advantage of the splendid opportunity to settle its problems with Russia rather than
desist because of American and English pressure.736

Foreign Minister Matsuoka responded, on June 28, 1941, to Ambassador Oshima's repeated
requestsforinstructionsconcerningJapan'sattitudetowardsthewarbyadvisinghimtobepatientuntilafinaldecisionwasreached.Promisingtosendinstructionsinafewdays,he
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indicated that there was no unanimity in government opinion.737 After this, Ambassador

was hopeful that the Japanese government would persuade its people to join the anti-Russian
war.738

189. Japan Decides Against Intervention in German-Russian War.

Foreign Minister Matsuoka informed Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop that, although Japan

would not fail to act in accordance with the spirit of the Tripartite Pact, it was imperative that
it not relax its efforts in the south at this time; thus, it would be contrary to Japan's best in-
terests to break off relations with Russia. However, as a vital contribution to the common
cause of the Axis, Japan would secure bases in French Indo-China to strengthen its pressure
upon Great Britain and the United States.739 Japan's policy was summed up by Foreign Min-
ister Matsuoka as follows:1.totheoftoofof2.Theitsto

measures with a view to advancing southward in order to establish firmly a basis for her self-existence and self-

protection. 140

Mr. Matsuoka had conveyed the Cabinet's decision to Ambassador Smetanin on July 1, 1941.

Russian relations must be preserved at all costs. Stating that the Japanese government wishedtoitsto
the light of the complexity of the situation and Japan's difficult position, Russia would
exercise due caution.741

Foreign Minister Matsuoka also sent an oral statement to Foreign Minister Molotov in which
he expressed Japan's hope for a speedy termination of hostilities between Germany and
Russia, or at least that they not be extended to the Far East where Japan had many vital
interests. 742

Ribbentrop, aware of the division of opinion in the ..Japanese government, had sent an urgent
message to Tokyo, through Ambassador Oshima, which had arrived too late to change the
course of events.743 This displeasure was reflected in the actions of Ambassador Oshima, a

called back to Tokyo because of illness.744 It was also evident that disagreement with the
final decision existed in the Japanese Foreign Office itself. 745

Foreign Minister Matsuoka sympathized with Ambassador Oshima in regard to his physical
condition, but, on July 5, 1941, he insisted that the Japanese Ambassador to Germany should
sacrifice personal desire for the good of his country by remaining in Berlin. Assuring his

73711,719.

73811,720.

73"II,721-727.

74011,727.
74111,728-729.

74211,723-724.

14311,721-722.

74411,730.

74511,731.

146

Oshimaapparentlyfeltthattherewasnootheralternativebuttowaitforinstructions,buthe OnJuly2,1941theJapaneseDietinthepresenceoftheEmperorreacheditsdecision,and 

ImperialJapanshalladherepolicycontributingtheworldpeacebyestablishingtheGreatEastAsiaSphereCoprosperity,regardlesshowtheworldsituationmaychange.ImperialGovernmentshallcontinueendeavordisposeoftheChinaincident,andshalltake 
AtthattimebothagreedtoissuewrittenstatementstotheeffectthatfriendlyJapanese-extendgoodofficesbothGermanyandRussia,Mr.Matsuokaexpressedhiswishthatin 

ThatGermanywasdispleasedwithJapan'sdecisioncannotbedoubtedforHerrvon strongsupporteroftheAxis,whoonthefollowingday,July3,1941,requestedthathebe 



representative in Germany that the German, Italian, and Russian Ambassadors had received

oral statements in explanation of Japan's position, Mr. Matsuoka felt confident that Foreign
Minister von Ribbentrop would fully understand.746

190. Germany Is Displeased with Japan's Non-Intervention.

In a message of July 12, 1941 which appeared to be directed to Foreign Minister von
Ribbentrop, Mr. Matsuoka reiterated Japan's reasons for its decision.747 Explaining that since

for Great Britain and the United States, he pointed out that Japan could not under any
circumstances support Germany in its drive against Russia.

some differences of opinion between the Germans and the Japanese regarding the possibility
of the United States entering the war. Though Germany minimized the possibility of United
States' intervention, and would continue to do SO,748Japan, not reassured, expressed thethatthetoa
for on July 12, 1941 Ambassador Smetanin again visited Mr. Matsuoka to relate that the

impotent instrument, and that Japan did not feel obligated to adhere to its terms.750 Mr.

Matsuoka explained that he felt neither the Neutrality Pact nor the Tripartite Pact were

Neither Germany nor Italy had invoked the Tripartite Pact to demand Japan's entrance into the

would determine its policy independently and without regard for either treaty.

Russia to the United States, and the infusion of British military officers and other personnelintoHeto
191. Japanese Reports on Progress of Russo- German War.

formed of the progress of the war:

(a) Report from Moscow.

Ambassador Tatekawa, reporting on wartime conditions in Moscow, revealed that since the

beginning of hostilities he had noted long food lines. Strict military control was being ~xercised
over all dwellings and dormitories, and though crowds listened to air defense instructions infor
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Japanwasnotadictatorship,andatpresentitwasdisunitedinitsfeelingtowardtheRusso-Germancrisis,andsincesomeoftheJapanesepeoplestillentertainedasentimentalfeeling Mr.MatsuokasaidthatalthoughGermany'scurrentvictorieswereinspiring,thereweredesireAxistakesomecommonmeasurepreventsuchpossibility.749

DespitetheagreementofJuly2,1941,allwasnotsmoothsailingbetweenJapanandRussia BritishandAmericanAmbassadorshadinformedhimofastatement,supposedlyissuedbytheJapaneseForeignMinister,thattheneutralityagreementwithRussiahadbecomean applicabletothepresentwar,thoughJapan'sforeignpolicywasbasedontheTripartitePact. war,andMr.Matsuokapredictedthatsuchademandwouldnotbeforthcoming.Japan Mr.MatsuokathenaskedaboutreportsconcerningthetransferringofKamchatkafrom 

Siberia.statedthatsuchreportstendedexciteJapanesepublicopinion.751
ReportsfromJapaneseForeignOfficerepresentativesinthefieldkeptMr.Matsuokain-everyopenspace,littleenthusiasmthewarwasbeingshown.752 



the former Polish and Austrian Legations which it had been occupying. Staff members were to

be cared for at dwellings belonging to the Embassy, but all telephone connections and

leave for Italy. 753 .

According to the Japanese Ambassador, Russian air defense maneuvers were carried out with

24, 1941 he noted a decrease of the use of cabs in the city, and diminishing food lines because
of the abundance of food.onthe
days of the war 50,000 prisoners had been taken, and 300 tanks destroyed. 755

Several weeks later on July 15, 1941, Japanese representatives in Moscow believed that
Germany would succeed in entering the Russian capital from several directions, if it won
battles at Polotsk and Vitebsk which appeared to be the key to the whole war. They pointed
out, however, that Russian strategy featured a defense strip 40 kilometers in depth, which

reassE!mble attacking forces.

forces had been lost in the first day's battles, the Japanese in Moscow reported that the

necessities already was being felt in M'oscow, and, if the war continued, a strict ration card
system was to go into effect. 756

(b) Report from Vladivostok.

The Japanese Consul General in Vladivostok, reported the situation on June 23, 1941 as
being calm as on previous days with coastal defense areas under rigid military control.
June 25, 1941 a detailed report of conditions in Vladivostok since the outbreak of hostilities was

reported that apparently no change had occurred in the citizens' attitude toward Japan.
The Russian fleet, although inactive for several days, had been noted departing for man-

euvers, leaving one light cruiser, a mine layer, a submarine tender, four destroyers and ten
to twenty submarines in the harbor, all apparently undergoing repairs.758 Fleet and air
exercises which appeared to be designed for defense against Japan were greatly handicappedbytheofin
security program and to be preparing to meet any eventuality.76O Shipment of arms and food

stuffs from Vladivostok had been reduced considerably by July 8, 1941 and rigid control

limited the visible food supply. Tokyo was also informed that official Russian newspapers

continued to express the need for taking precautions in regard to the Japanese. 761
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OnJune23,1941thestaffoftheGermanEmbassyinMoscowhadbeenorderedtovacate contactwiththeoutsideweresevered.SincetheItalianEmbassyhadnocommunicationfromitshomegovernment,Mr.Tatekawacouldnotpredictwhenitsstaffmemberswould considerableeffectiveness,andallcitizensseemedtomaintainanattitudeofcalm.OnJune 754ARussiancommunique,whichwassenttoTokyo,announcedthatRussiancounteroffensivesWesternborderappearedtobesuccessfulsinceonthefirsttwo 
wascapableofholdingforalongtime,andunlesstheGermanssucceededinbreakingthroughthelastdefensebaseswithintwoweeks,considerabletimewouldberequiredto Sinceitwasbelievedthataboutone-thirdofthecreamofRussianairandmechanized completedefeatofRussiawasonlyamatteroftime.Anacuteshortage'offoodanddaily 757On transmittedtoTokyo.ThemobilizationofRussiantroopshadbeenobserved,andMr.Ota 

numbershipsunderrepairtheharbor.759
Afewdayslater,onJuly3,1941,Russiannavalauthoritiesseemedtobeintensifyingtheir 



(c) Report from Berlin.

bassador Oshima that up to the night of June 23, 1941 over 2000 Russian airplanes had been
destroyed in the air and on the ground, thus annihilating Russia's first line of defense and
giving Germany mastery of the air.

Raids conducted by the Russian air force were inconsequential, according to Herr von Rib-
bentrop, since German casualties amounted only to twenty dead with no damage to military

the ground, and since the Russians had proved more unskilled in the matter of handling
machinery and piloting planes than had been expected, Germany was confident that it wouldbeasinthisasitintoby
1941 had completely absorbed the enemy on land as well as in the air. Herr von Ribbentrop,
who was to follow Chancellor Hitler to the front, reported the satisfactory performance of Ru-

been quite inactive and, although the sea passage from Germany to Helsinki was recognized
as dangerous, this difficulty would not impede German progress. In concluding his report,out
many, before finishing its preparations in Finland, had begun the war suddenly to surprise

troops by pretending to be neutral. 765

Ambassador Oshima was kept well informed concerning German progress along the eastern

front by Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop who revealed on July 3, 1941 that Hungarian forces

forces along the Southern front had been completely surrounded. In the central and northern
fronts the Russian troops, caught within the second pincer movement, had been divided, and
after a bitter battle on the Finnish front, German forces had smashed into the Petsamo area.

German territory. 766

Sikao Matsashima on July 3, 1941, reported that in the invasion of Russian territory, the

of this fact, Germany expected to see an early overthrow of the Stalin regime. 767

special progress reports since the press and radio were releasing the news.768 Nevertheless,oftheofto
762I1,748.

76'II,749.
76<Ibid.

76sIl, 677.

766I1,750.

167I1,751.
76sIl, 752.

149

THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
successfulwarhadbeenPoland.762AccordingAmbassadorOshima,June29,1941,theGermanarmy,underthecommandAmbassadorOshimapointedthatGermansuccesseshadexceededallexpectations.764 
detailedreportsprogresshostilitiescontinuedflowintoTokyo. 

AmbassadorOshimainBerlinkeptJapanfullyinformedwar'sprogressfromanAxisviewpoint.OnthethemorningofofJune24,1941ForeignMinistervonRibbentropdivulgedtoAm-objectives.ItwasbelievedthatmorethanhalfoftheRussianairforcehadbeendestroyedon ofChancellorHitlerwhohadproceededtoGeneralHeadquartersinEastPrussiaonJune23, maniantroopstheseadvances.763HealsostatedthatRussiannavyininthetheBalticSeahad TheGermanForeignMinisterinformedAmbassadorOshimaonJune24,1941thatGer-Russia.Forthisreason,FinlandwasdisguisingitsintentionstocollaboratewithGerman werequicklyfollowingarmywhichhadfallenback,andthatthetheRussianRussianarmored Germanairforcescontinuedtoshowmuchactivity,butfewRussianplaneswerenotedover TheChiefoftheGerman

TradeBureau,EmilWiehl,inconferencewithJapaneseMinister antipathyofRussianpeopletowardsCommissarStalinhadbeennoted,andinthethelight OnJuly8,1941HerrvonRibbentropagaininformedOshimaofGermany'ssuccess,butindicatedthat,ifitwereagreeabletoAmbassadorAmbassadorOshima,hewouldstophis



serve front line activities, where he expected to meet Chancellor Hitler. Mter visiting General
Headquarters and inspecting the battlefields, he returned to Berlin on July 19, 1941.769

Meanwhile, in addition to the military offensive, the German propaganda office was known
to be sending anti-Russian broadcasts into Russian territory.770 These attempts to propa-

Washington-Berlin telegraphic and telephonic communications, which had been unintelligibleona
source," Russian casualties had reached 2,500,000. Marshal Timoshenko's central forces and
General Voreshilou's northern forces had suffered serious losses, and Marshal Budenny's

north ,a striking force was reported to have reached Leningrad on July 30, 1941; however, in
accordance with German practice, public announcement was not to be made until the city
had definitely fallen. Furthermore, about 10,000 Russian planes had already heen' destroyed,
and it was believed that only one-third of the Russian air forces remained in action. Because

States had become flooded with various reports of German set backs, which the anti-Axis

nations were apparently using for political gains in such areas as Turkey.772

(d) Report from Hsinking, Manchuria.

and man power and pointed out that Germany was fortunate in not having delayed its attack,

since such hesitancy would have given the Soviet Union time to complete a gigantic arms
program. 773

Discussing Germany's reasons for its sudden onslaught against Russia, Secretary Yoshi-

grain and Caucasian petroleum. Since Germany did not want to crush England, it felt that a
defeat of Russia would help it to achieve an understanding with both England and America.

ica by Prime Minister Churchill because of his pro-German feeling. 774

According to Secretary Yoshitami, the fact that Russian forces remained at their post with-

annihilating the enemy in the field of operations, and Germany's real objective was theofthetoallin
England. 776
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OnJuly14,1941AmbassadorOshimaacceptedtheinvitationofHerrvonRibbentroptoobnumberofoccasionssinceJuly4,1941.However,photo-transmissionwasnotimpeded.771 
crushingRussianarmyremoveanxietythefuture.775 

gandizetheRussianpeopleweremetinturnbyRussi&ninterferencewithTokyo-Berlinand 

I 

OnAugust1,1941AmbassadorOshimarevealedthataccordingtoa"reliableGerman troopsinsouthweregraduallybecomingvictimsofGermanencirclingtactics.Inthethe Germany'spolicyofofnotannouncingwardevelopments,Russia,BritainandtheUnited SomeJapaneseobserversbelievedthattheRussianforcespossessedtremendousair,tank tamiinHsinkingindicatedthatGermany162divisionsoneastfrontwhichcouldnotuseelsewhere,and,therefore,itithadhadattackedRussiatowinthetheUkraine'siron,coal,and ManyBritishtieswithGermany,e.g.,theDukeofWindsorwhohadhadbeenexiledtoAmeroutretreatingwasawelcomediscoverysinceGermanstrategistsplacedmuchimportanceonhopedthatattackonRussialessensentimenttheUnitedStates.Furthermore,

HerrHess'flightEnglandhadbeendesignedcolloborationininstruggleCommunism.EvenifGermanyGermanyfailedgainBritishBritishsupportforitsitscampaignRussia,itwouldwouldobtainobtainenoughmaterialstotototowageaalongdrawnoutwarwaragainstagainstagainst 



(e) Report from Ankara, Turkey.

tion.777

(f) Report from Stockholm, Sweden.

According to a pro-German Swedish reporter, who on August 2, 1941 had completed a survey
of the front lines in the Baranovitshi area, no matter how much strength Russia could muster,

still very powerful and the Russian reserve strength was undiminished for conspicous resist-
ance was being offered around Leningrad. According to this reporter, German officers realized

and planes had been put into action in the region of the Volga and in Siberia.778

impossible to establish liaison between units. Despite Ambassador Oshima's report that the

clared:

Since entering old Russia, Germany's greatest ordeals have been the result of guerilla tactics used by the Sovietandtheisainit.A
in order to seek food they emerge upon the neighboring villages. They know that the only safety for the hopeless is
to hope for no safety and with a courage born of desperation they set upon the sentries and tear them to pieces.
Such of these as have been taken prisoners are mostly without overcoats. They are all hatless and barefooted, andfewof aisnotintoget

the war, but who were uneasy about maintaining postwar peace, since they were conscious that

the seizure of Moscow would not terminate the guerilla warfare. Comparing the German-Russiansaidthatnooneit
192. Japan Assists in Exchange of Embassy Officials by Belligerent Powers.

1941 Ambassador Oshima had requested Tokyo to negotiate so that returning Japanese would

be allowed aboard American ships.
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soldierscivilianinhabitants.TherethicklywoodedareainthePripetswamps.Therearestillmany,manyremainingtroopstakingrefugeGermanforceendeavoredtoroutthem;butknowingnothingofthearea,failedcompletely.Thesepeoplehavebecomewildmen-savages.Whentheyareonthevergeofstarvation,themindeedhaveanyunderwear;buttheyknownotthemeaningofansweringcommand.ThewordobediencetheirvocabularyandtheGermanswouldbebetteroffwithoutthembecausewhenevertheytryhandlethem,theytheirhandsburned.780knewwhatwouldhappenafterended.781 

OnJuly31,ForeignMinisterSorocogluTurkeyJapanesediplomatthecollapseofofRussiawouldoccuranotherormonthmonthandaaahalf.TheGermanAmbassadorininAnkarawasalsoinformedinformedthatthatTurkisharmycirclesagreedwiththisobservaGermany'sultimatesuccessalreadyestablished.However,theRussianairforcewaswas fullyreservepowerthetheRedarmywasgreat,andthatthatnewtypesofofAmericantanks AllwasnotsmoothtravelingfortheGermanarmysinceunexpectedobstaclesrenderedit generalpublicinRussia,particularlyfarmers,seemedtowelcomearrivalofGermanforces,andthatnoactualguerillawarfarewasbeingconducted,779thethetheSwedishreporterde-GermansdiscoveringcapturedRussianswerewereopposedwaranddidnotnotintendrevoltagainstauthorityCommissarStalin.TheThelackofofanti-StalinfeelinginUkrainesurprisedthethethetheGermans,whocontinuedtototomaintain

thatthattheywouldwin warthatofJapanwithChina,andtotoNapoleon'sdisastrouscampaigninSpain,thereporter AlthoughsomeJapaneseGermanywerepreparingreturnhome,itwasexpectedthatdifficultywouldbemetininregardtotopassageaboardAmericanshippinglines.OnJune22, 



The Japanese Minister resident in Iran requested that a Japanese ship be sent to the Persian
Gulf in order to evacuate Japanese residents in that country. 783

reciprocal exchange of German and Russian diplomatic personnel in Turkey. Apparently, thewas1,theinoftheofitsto6to
Japan's responsibility for protecting Italian interests in Russia, as well as in several other

Embassy in Moscow was quickly put under guard, and by July 6, 1941 Japan had taken over

commandeered by Japanese authorities, since the entire Chinese diplomatic staff hadfQron
193. Germany Demands Withdrawal of Polish Diplomats from Tokyo.

July 4, 1941 that the Polish Embassy's staff be withdrawn from Japan. Ambassador Oshima

concurred that this was a reasonable demand in light of the facts that Germany and Soviet

Dutch Ministry.791 But on July 10, 1941 in the midst of arranging for the withdrawal of the
Polish diplomats, Mr. Matsuoka hesitated and decided to postpone the evacuation.792

In regard to turning over to Germany the lands and buildings belonging to the Polish and
Czech diplomatic establishments, the Japanese Foreign Minister stated on July 15, 1941
that Japan had no objections, but it would be difficult to obtain an appropriation for liquidating
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DuringJuly1941consultationwascarriedonwithregardtodispositionofthetheJapaneseNavalMissionstrandedinBerlinandpassageforseventyothersthroughSouthAmerica.782 ShortlyafteroutbreakofGerman-Russianwar,planswereundertakenforthethethe RussianAmbassadorwasreceivingcourteousprotectioninBerlinandtheBulgarianEmbassy JapanintervenedonJune28,1941tosuggestthatdiplomatsofbelligerentcountries,whowerestrandedMoscow,beexchangedininaccordancewithinternationalpractice.785OnJuly AsforcescontinuedfallbackbeforeGermanonslaught,evacuationMoscowseemedbeinevitableEmbassy'sofficialsmadepreparationsaccompanythethethethetheRussianRussiangovernmentitsretreat.AlargenumberofofJapaneseJapaneserepresentativeswereininapositionleavepermanently,andanditwasdecidedtransferthemtotototototootherEuropeannationsatwarItaly,wasrecognizedreservationsbyMoscow,butitappearedthat

diplomatshadevacuatedwithwithwiththetheGermanEmbassy'sstaff.788TheItalianItalian theprotectionofItaly'spropertythere.789TheChineseEmbassyinBerlinwastobeNewdevelopmentsinGerman-JapaneserelationscenteredaroundGermany'srequeston Russiawereatwar,andthatGermanyhadconsentedtoJapan'sretentionstaffofofthethe 

takingpropercareofGermaninterestsinMoscow.7841941RussianEmbassyTokyorequestedthatJapanassistinthereturnof160membersfamiliesstaffwhoplannedsailforRussiaonJulyandJuly16,1941.786countriesratherthanhavethemreturnJapan.787departedSwitzerlandJuly10,1941.790 



to the occupied diplomatic establishments of Belgium and France. 793

194. Japanese-German Trade Continues Through Russia.

In adopting a comprehensive policy concerning commerce between Japan and Germany,the
fore transportation facilities returned to normal. Japan was very anxious to ensure the safe
transmission through Russia of materials purchased in Germany. 795

classifications to expedite delivery of this material within the next six months.796
Another difficulty arose over the ownership of Japanese goods en route to Europe through

Russia. Although Russia contended that it had proof of German ownership of these goods,
Japanese authorities thought it possible to demonstrate that the material had not yet passed
out of Japanese possession. With regard to some of the freight, however, it was feared that the
certificate required by the Russians for unimpeded passage would not be available.797

Despite Germany's activity along the eastern battlefront, trade between Tokyo and Berlin

regarding the supplying of heavy machinery to Japan until assurance that it would be shipped
could be obtained. Negotiations with regard to these and other special items were to be carried
on, however, so that the contract could be signed quickly, if necessary. 798

Japan decided to make payment only after the supplies were delivered, since there was a
danger of Germany's cancelling the contracts. In view of its increasing needs, Japan was
disturbed by its fear that supplies from Germany would soon be greatly reduced. 799

According to Mr. Matsuoka, Japan had planned to spend, in a five-year period, the sum
of 250,000,000 yen on German machinery, patents and drawings, and also intended to exchange
technicians with Germany. However, further reductions in Japanese exports made difficult
the problem of repaying to Germany the credit of 100,000,000 yen. Though many questions
necessarily awaited settlement of the German-Russian situation, Japan suggested that a
basic agreement be reached as a necessary prelude to economic mutual assistance. 800

powers and Russia, but on one occasion Italy refused a Japanese request for permission to ship
supplies from Switzerland to Japan, via America.8O1
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
theliabilitiesonthem.Mr.MatsuokaalsostatedthatJapanwouldnotbeinaposition,nomatterwhatthefuturecourseofevents,tomakesuchaphilanthropiccontributioninregard Japandecidedthatthoughallnewbusinessdealswouldbepostponed,thosealreadyundercontractwouldnotbecancelled,andpaymentsfordealsalreadyarrangedweretobekeptin YokohamaSpecieBank.794

AlthoughtheAxisnationsbelievedthatactualfightingintheGerman-Russianwarwouldnotlastverylong,officialsbothinBerlinandTokyorealizedthatitwouldbesometimebe-SinceJapanesefirmswereanxioustoobtain27,000tonsoffreightwhichhadaccumulatedinGermany,investigatorswereorderedonJuly1,1941todividethegoodsintopriority continued.Plansweremade,however,onJuly15,1941,todefertheconclusionofacontract JapanesetradewithItalycontinuedallduringthedifficultrelationsbetweentheAxis 



195. Admiral

Japan's position, and in order to accomplish this, he asked Ambassador Tatekawa, on July 19,

replied that although he had felt far from equal to his task in Moscow, he had stayed because of
his belief in Mr. Matsuoka's policy of directing Russia into the Tripartite alliance, or at least,
of keeping Russia from joining Great Britain and the United States. Since, he now expected

Japan to formulate an entirely new policy with regard to Russia, it would not be easy for him

to carry out plans which violated previous Japanese promises; therefore, he requested his

recall to Japan.8O3

196. Japan Hesitates to Provoke Russia.intobeor
Despite Ambassador Tatekawa's request for a recall, Japan was making special efforts to

prevent any activity which would tend to provoke Russia. Several incidents regarding trans-

cautiously,8O5 and suggestions, on August 5, 1941, that the trans-Siberian railroad be captured

approval. 806

(g) Japanese-French Relations.

197. France Protests Against Japanese Aggression.

After the signing of the armistice with Germany in 1940, France was without strength to fight10,
test against the mistreatment of French missionaries by the Japanese after the occupation ofanofftheof
white men, who had been missing since 1940, had met with foul play at the hands of the Japanese.

strict Japanese surveillance, and all religious activities had been banned. Since the French
Ambassador then requested that the Chinese minister and the nuns be permitted to leave,the
island, Mr. Matsuoka ordered Japanese officials in Canton to make a careful investigation. 807

Japanese because this might be disadvantageous to French rights and interests in the unoccupied

SO2II, 784.

soaII, 785.
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TeijiroToyodaBecomesForeignMinister(July18,1941).
Upontakingoffice,thenewForeignMinister,TeijiroToyoda,expressedhisdesiretoclarify 1941,toremainathispostandcooperatewiththenewfaction.8O2AmbassadorTatekawa Twodayslater,onJuly22,1941,AmbassadorTatekawareportedthatsinceconditionshadgrownmorethreateningintheFarEast,allJapanesecodemachinesandinstructionbooks 

Moscowwereeitherburneddestroyed.804
portationofsuppliesanddepartureofcargovesselsfromShanghaitoVladivostokweretreated inordertofaciliatecommunicationsbetweenJapanandGermanyfailedtowinJapanese PARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLD 

againstilltreatmentatthehandsofAxispowers,thoughitmademanyineffectiveprotests.OnJune1941,FrenchAmbassadorArseneHenrycalledonForeignMinisterMatsuokatopro-Weichow,islandcoastSouthChina.Rumorswerealsocirculating,hesaid,thattwo
Furthermore,hecomplainedthatoneexiledChineseministerandsixnunswereunder TheFrenchAmbassadorhadalsoprotestedagainstthehandingoverofdocumentstothe 



1941, advised a French Commerical attache that the attitude of the French authorities was

creating an unfavorable impression among the Japanese.8O8

Indo-China had decided to seize and requisition property destined for China, but that France's
fears as to an infringement upon its sovereignty would be alleviated by a Franco-Japanese
agreement. 809

198. France Be~ins Collaboration With Germany (June, 1941).

Philippe Petain in December 1940 to the time of the Berchtesgaden conferences of May 1941,
there had been no friendly political relations between France and Germany. However, Ambas-
sador Sotomatsu Kato, in an important report, informed Tokyo on June 11, 1941 that because
of the success of Germany in the Balkans, the Vichy government had decided that its only
remaining alternative was cooperation with Germany. Declarations of such cooperation had

Berchtesgaden conferences, and the Vichy government had begun to propagandize in favor of

Kato pointed out that no clear pattern of German-French collaboration had yet manifested
itself.81O

Though a large part of France would continue to be occupied by German soldiers, there would
be a large number of Anglo-American sympathizers who would act in unison with General de

problem that could not be settled at this time, since the return by Germany of occupied

territory to France was hardly conceivable during war. In view of conditions which would result

from America's inevitable participation in the war, Germany was considering the protection ofbeas
could see that a German victory was inevitable. Germany, as the leading power after the war,
would abolish meaningless boundary lines while respecting the autonomy and independence
of the various peoples of Europe. It would, however, expect all to work together for the common
welfare and interest.

France-German collaboration was necessary, Ambassador Kato further indicated, since

difficult without France's cooperation.811 But on June 12, 1941, Foreign Minister Matsuoka

bring peace to Europe, he had no plan to act as mediator between France and Germany. 812199.in
Deeming it advisable to secure the support of her Axis partners, Japan, on July 16, 1941ofitsforin
B°"II, 791.

81O1I, 792.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORareasofChina.However,bywayofreply,theChiefoftheJapaneseEastAsiaBureau,onJune18,
AsearlyasJune7,1941JapanesediplomatshadbeeninformedthattheJapanesearmyin Duringthefive-monthintervalfromthedismissalofVicePremierPierreLavalbyMarshal comeinrapidsuccessionfromMarshalPetainandVicePremierDarlanontheheelsofthe Franco-Germancollaboration,whilesteadilyputtingitinpractice.Ontheotherhand,Mr. Gaulle.Furthermore,theconclusionofaseparatepeaceeitherbyFranceorGermanywasa

Frenchpossessions,whichmightusedbasesbyenemycountries.
AsfarasthecontinentofEuropewasconcerned,accordingtoAmbassadorKato,France GermanyrecognizedthattheestablishmentofthisneworderinEuropewouldbevery informedAmbassadorKatothatthoughhewasanxiousforaGerman-Frenchagreementto JapanRequestsGermanAidAcquiringIndo-ChineseBases.advisedGermanydesireairplanebasesFrenchIndo-China,aswellasforfreeaccess 
BOBII,790. 



to persuade the Vichy government to agree secretly to these proposals, and to urge French Indo-

expansion and strengthening of Japanese forces could begin. Foreign Minister Matsuoka added,
"It goes without saying that our Empire has no intention of invading French Indo-China". 813

Chinese airports and harbors to be used by Japan, selected in order of their importance by
Japan and French Indo-China, was sent to Berlin.815

200. Japan Requests Germany to Withdraw from French Indo-Chinese Negotiations.

Germany's ability to persuade Vichy to accept Japan's proposal, since he requested Herr von

that if a publicity leak divulged that the Japanese were persuading Germany to exert pressure

could not be achieved by diplomacy, his government was determined to obtain its objective
byforce.817

Japan had also decided during June 1941 to take charge of the rubber exports of Frenchwastoon
Japanese authorities concluded, by July 4, 1941, that Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop would

not succeed in his attempts to have the Vichy government acceed to Japanese demands, and

201. Japan Presses France to Recognize the Nankinj! Government.

That France might be more favorably inclined toward Japan in future negotiations, the

Japanese Ambassador to Germany, on June 28, 1941, advised Tokyo not to press the issue of

French recognition of the Wang regime. Despite Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi Oshima's advice

that this matter be dropped, Tokyo insisted that France be pressed to recognize its puppet
government in China.82O However, France did not recognize the People's Government in
China at this time, nor did it during 1941.
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foritswarshipstotheportsofthatarea.ForeignMinisterJoachimvonRibbentropwasasked ChinaofficialstoacquiescewithoutmisgivingsconcerningJapan'sintentionssothatthe IfGermanintercessiondidnotsucceed,theJapanesegovernmentwasdeterminedtoemploywhatevermeasureswerenecessary.814OnJune17,1941,alistoftheFrenchIndo-ItsoonbecameapparentthattheJapaneseForeignMinisterhadmisgivingsconcerning Ribbentropnottoattemptnegotiationsunlesssuccesswereabsolutelyassured.Hefeared onVichy,allfurtherJapaneseplanswouldbethwarted.816ThiswarningwasfurtheremphasizedonJune22,1941byForeignMinisterMatsuokawhoaddedthatifoccupation Indo-China,ofwhich8,875tonswereawaitingshipment.Theacquiringoftherubbersupply 

depend,however,futurenegotiationswiththeFrenchgovernment.818
forthisreason,requestedhimtorefrainfromspeakingofthematter.JapanwouldundertakeitsownnegotiationswithVichy,andifitsrequestwererefused,itwouldfight.After hostilitiesbegan,however,verbalassistancemightberequestedfromGermany.819 



Foreign Minister Matsuoka informed his representative in Vichy, on July 8, 1941, that an

Indo-China, and since he desired the basic negotiations to take place at Vichy, he urged the
Japanese Ambassador to France to act with great assurance and firmness.821 Meanwhile,

with a request that Japanese airplanes be sold to French authorities to increase air serviceand
203. French Resistance to Japanese Economic Control.

economic treaty between Japan and French Indo-China had taken place. Just before its
adoption Japan had decided to dispatch an investigating committee to French Indo-China
to look after Japanese rights and interests as enumerated in Article 5 of the protocol. When
informed of this plan, the French had protested that such a survey would have to be referred
to the economic conference called for in Article 7 of the protocol, and that an investigating
committee could not be allowed until it had been approved by the conference.

the ratification of the treaty, Japan had refrained from taking any issue with the French in this
matter. However, Japan would refuse to recognize France's position, since it was absolutely

planning for their development.

Mr. Matsuoka feared that the French were trying to prevent Japan's economic advance, and
regretted that French Indo-China appeared to have no intention of cooperating with Japan. Theinto
204. Axis Cooperation in French Indo-China Trade.OnJuly11,inait
the Japanese schedule for shipping rubber and other strategic materials, the Japanese Ambas-
sador at Vichy had asked a French agent to arrange at once for the shipping of these supplies.

concerning French Indo-Chinese rubber destined for France, and asked that an inquiry be
made.825 Tokyo assured its Ambassador in Vichy that the Germans had agreed to its pro-
posals, and urged prompt action on the part of the French. 826
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR202.JapanDesiresaJointDefenseTreatyforFrenchIndo-China.
agreementshouldbenegotiatedbetweenthetwocountriesforthejointdefenseofFrench everyeffortwasbeingmadebyJapantowinthegoodwilloftheFrenchIndo-Chinesepeople.AsameasuretoincreaseJapaneseinfluenceinthatarea,Mr.MatsuokadecidedtocomplybetweenJapanThailand.822

OnJuly11,1941theJapaneseAmbassadorinVichywasinformedthatratificationofthe ForeignMinisterMatsuokaexplainedthatbecausethisdifficultyhadarisenjustbefore necessarythatitmakeasurveyofthenaturalresourcesofFrenchIndo-Chinatopermit FrenchwereexpectedtoaccedetoJapan'srequestinthismatterjustasJapanhadplannedit.823Thechairmanoftheinvestigatingcommitteewastobegiventhestatusofanenvoy,andseveralothersfromheadquarterswereto.resideinFrenchIndo-ChinatokeepintouchwithFrenchauthorities.Otherexperts,also,weretobesentfromJapanfromtimetotime,tomake

investigationsregardmining,agriculturalandforestryindustries,andmarineproducts.8241941,reportfromVichy,waslearnedthatsincetheGermanshadagreedto
TheFrenchagentprofessedtoknowofnounderstandingbetweenGermanyandFrance 



205. Japan Delivers an Ultimatum to France (July 12, 1941).

legation force in readiness for important messages, Tokyo sent the terms of an ultimatum to

establishment of Japan's "Far Eastern Sphere of Co-Prosperity". Since America and EnglandiftheA
the United States and Great Britain would have po time to interfere. 828

necessary because of current conditions.829 France was to be assured that Japan had no
designs of infringement upon French Indo-China, although Japanese authorities knew that
French factions not desiring to cooperate with Japan were plotting with the British and
Americans. Professing to be deeply concerned over the threat of encirclement of Japan by
various foreign powers, Mr. Matsuoka warned French authorities that an unfavorable situation

another foreign power. Therefore, to safeguard French Indo-China from invasion by a third
power, as in the case of Syria, France was obliged to cooperate with Japan. Furthermore,
since France intended to guarantee the safety of French Indo-China, it would have to join
hands, militarily, with Japan. Mr. Matsuoka pointed out that it was clear in the light ofrecent

8

world. Thus, the only way for France to save French Indo-China was to place absolute confi-
dence in Japan, and to accept its proposals without reservation. 830206.ofto

Giving France eight days to consider the ultimatum, Tokyo demanded that it accept by
July 20, 1941 the following terms relating to the joint defense of French Indo-China:

(a) (Japan's) Dispatching to southern French Indo-China the required number of troops, several ships and
the required number of air detachments.(b)Totheuseourofat

Air bases SIEMU-REABU:82
Note: With the exception of Saigon and Bienhoa, these place names in French Indo-China are in Kana spelling.

82711,811.

82811,812.

82911,813.

83°11,814.
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OnJuly12,1941afteranearlywarningtoJapaneserepresentativesinVichytokeepthe France.827Japandeclaredthatbecauseofnewinternationalconditions,boththeacquisitionofmilitarybasesandtheJapaneseoccupationofFrenchIndo-Chinawerenecessaryforthe hadbeenconstrictingJapanbyencirclement,Japan'ssouthernexpansionwasvitaltoitsexistenceandselfdefense.Theoccupationwouldbewithoutbloodshed,accordingtoMr.Matsuoka,Frenchcooperated.speedycompletionofnegotiationswasnecessarysothat
JapanrealizedthatFrancewouldfindthismilitaryrequeststrange,buttheoccupationwas wouldresultshouldFrenchIndo-ChinasecedefromFranceandcomeunderthecontrolof eventsthatdefeatedFrancewasnotinapositiontodefenditscoloniesineverypartofthe 

TermsJapaneseUltimatumFrance.permitandestablishmentthefacilitiesthefollowingplaces:places:BUNOPEN:
TURAN: N-YATORAN:
BIENHOA:SAIGON: SOKUTORAN:andKONBON-TOHATUSIYU.NavalbasesSAIGON:andplacesKAMURANH 



tionary force.) aoratoareas...(0Asoftheain
after the French authorities have approved of our proposal. However, in case these details have not been agreedbythetheatof
has been accomplished.(g)Tofortheuseofthe
In addition to these terms, French Indo-Chinese authorities were to guarantee partial

Vichy government by the Japanese Ambassador, Mr. Matsuoka further stipulated, on July 12,
1941, that the French government, to avoid collision between Japanese and French forces,
should withdraw French Indo-China garrisons and air forces from points at which Japanese
forces would be disembarking. In case the French government complied with these proposals,

concerning the Japanese expeditionary forces, which wou)4 be decided by the military authori-tiesofthetwobeina
207. Japan Attempts to Justify its Ultimatum.

message from Mr. Matsuoka, also on July 12, 1941, summarized Japanese demands concerning

French Indo-China. Mr. Roban was informed that Japanese requests for military bases were

well aware of the war situation, and particularly of conditions in the Far East, the French
plenipotentiary was asked to offer Japan's expressions of friendship to his government and to
urge the acceptance of Japan's proposals. Foreign Minister Matsuoka declared that he knew
full well the previous efforts of Mr. Roban to maintain Franco-Japanese friendship, but
requested that he go to even greater trouble in this most serious problem. 834

208. Japan Points to Secret American and British Agreements.

In further justification of the ultimatum, the Japanese government, again on July 12, 1941,
issued summaries reviewing the political, military, and economic threats to Japan's position
in the Far East. Tokyo argued not only that the de Gaulle faction in French Indo-China was
working against Japan, but that England, Canada, Australia, the Netherlands Indies, and the
United States had entered into an agreement for the joint defense of the Pacific, and had
brought about the participation of Chiang Kai-Shek in their united front.

831II, 815.
832II,816.

833II,817.

834II, 818.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR(c)Torecognizetherightoftheexpeditionaryforcetoconductmaneuvers,toreside,andtofreelymoveaboutandtoprovidespecialfacilitiesforthesepurposes.(ThisincludesacancellationofallmattersintheNISHIHARAMARUTANAgreementplacingalimitationupontherightofresidenceandfreedomofmovementoftheexpedi-(d)TotakeallsuitablemeasuresinordertopreventcollisionbetweentheFrenchIndo-ChinaforcesandtheJapaneseforcesatthepointsoflandingthereaboutswhichwillbespecifiedinspecialtelegram.(e)Recognitionoftheprincipalconditionsrelativethemovementoftheexpeditionaryforces.(Thelandingforcesthesamethosementionedin(b)regardsdetailsexpeditionaryforce,theyshouldbedecidedatconferencetobeheldatthemilitaryheadquartersFrenchIndo-China(theSUMIDAOrganization)withtheFrenchIndo-Chinaauthoritiesupontimelandingforceshavearrivedthepointslanding,theyshouldbedecidedafterthelandingissuecurrencyexpeditionaryforce.831
supporttotheJapaneseArmyofOccupation.832Inaletter,whichwastobepresentedtothe theagreementinregardtojointdefensewastotaketheformofaprotocol,whereasdetails countries,wouldincorporatedtreaty.833

FortheinformationofMr.AndreRoban,theFrenchplenipotentiarytoFrenchIndo-China,a madeunavoidablyinthedefenseoftherightsofJapan'spositionintheFarEast.Sincehewas 



According to Mr. Matsuoka, a secret British-French agreement of January 1941 provided for

broke out between France and Japan. Furthermore, on March 19, 1941, England and China had
signed a military agreement, covering aid to the Chinese and a joint defense of Burma.835

entered into an agreement with China for the joint use of Chinese air fields after the arrival of
its military fliers. Furthermore, on the basis of the British-American-Chinese agreement,

that a British-Chinese military alliance would be concluded between July 10 and July 20, 1941,
and would become effective at the same time that Japan moved to the south.

England was expected to bring about military, political, and economic pressure, and particu-
larly the last, by freezing Thaiese funds in London.836 Consequently, Japan felt that it must
expand economically, since England and the United States had already started an embargo

brought to bear by America and England, the supply of rice, rubber, tin, and other goods

Japan to take the initiative. 837

209. Tokyo Issues Propaganda in Explanation of Its Action in French Indo-China.

For the information of its representatives in the Far East, Tokyo, on July 17, 1941, outlined
several reasons for the establishment of Japanese military bases and the stationing of troops

part of French Indo-China as jumping-off places for further military penetration. Tokyo

further argued that the territorial integrity of French Indo-China had to be guaranteed to protect
Japan's interests, and that the occupation had to be effected to avoid possible clashes with the
Netherlands East Indies and in the Malaya area.838

Japan also claimed that the procurement of needed materials in French Indo-China and

were the reports of a Sino-British alliance, and the activities of the United States air forces in
China. Therefore, Japan claimed that for reasons of self-defense, it could no longer delay its
movement into French Indo-China. 839

83511,819, 820.
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BritishcontrolofcertainfastFrenchshipswhenevertheyenteredJapanesewaters,ofifwar ConstructionoftheBurmarailroadwasplanned,andinaddition,theUnitedStateshad preparationswereafootinSingaporetoestablishanalliedgeneralstaff.Mr.Matsuokastated againstJapanofpetroleumandotheressentialgoods.Britishscrapiron,nickel,hempbags,jute,manganese,rubber,tinandbauxitewerealsobeingembargoed,andthroughpressure reachingJapanfromThailandandFrenchIndo-Chinawasdecreasing.Thus,sinceBritain,theUnitedStates,China,andtheNetherlandsweredailymakingstrongermilitarypreparations,andthepossibilityofencirclementwasbecominggreater,ithadbecomenecessaryfor inFrenchIndo-China.Japanesediplomatsweredirectedtoexplain,onthepretextofpresentingtheirownpersonalopinions,thatJapanhadnointentionofusingbasesinthesouthern Thailandwasamatteroflifeordeath,andthatitspositionwasbeingendangeredbytheanti-JapaneseattitudeofbothBritainandtheUnitedStates,whichwereurgingthedeGaullefactionandtheChineseinthesouthernpartofFrenchIndo-ChinatoopposeJapan.Addedtothis 



210. French Foreknowledge of Japanese Plans.

reported concerning a talk he had with Vice Premier Darlan on July 1, 1941, from which he
had received a strong impression that the Vice Premier "had never dreamed of anything like

asked questions which indicated that they had learned of Japan's plans, although the
Japanese representatives had professed to know nothing concerning the matter.840211.The

Simultaneously with the sending of its ultimatum to Vichy, Japan was forced to turn its
attention to Hankow, China, where a clash, considered by the Japanese Naval authorities to

fight between seven or eight Japanese civilians attached to the naval base and French guards
of the Hankow concession had resulted in the death of a Japanese chauffeur and the wounding

of another. With the permission of Tokyo, Japanese Naval authorities in Hankow had immedi-
ately requested from the French the right to partial police control over the French concession,
the right of Japanese troops to patrol this area, the transit of armed militia in case of necessity,

postponed, until further orders were issued by Tokyo.841

Tokyo learned further details of the Hankow incident on July 15, 1941. Five Japanese
chauffeurs, attached to the Naval base, had gone to a Chinese restaurant in the French

When Mr. Shimisu, the Japanese Navy chauffeur, attempted to flee, he had been wounded by

police gunfire and stabbed with bayonets. After the first policeman fired, other policemen with

rifles had arrived, and all shot at the Japanese Navy automobile in which the Japanese, in-

the French had stabbed each other, since none of the Japanese was armed and they had
been released by the police on the afternoon of July 12, 1941. According to the Japanese account,
the shooting of unarmed men revealed a murderous intent, and the firing on a Navy automobile
was an insult to the Japanese Navy.842

212. Japanese Policy Towards French Concessions In China.

Japanese policy towards all French concessions in China. The Japanese Consul in Shanghai,

asserting that action taken in regard to this incident would affect Japanese policy towards the
French concession in Shanghai, declared that "taking general control of police power" would
be no different from taking control of the administrative power in the concession. Althoughalsobea

84('11, 824.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORAstothedispositionofFrancetowardanoccupationofFrenchIndo-China,AmbassadorKato
this."Later,however,inaconferencebetweenJapaneseandFrenchmilitaryofficials,justafewdaysbeforethepresentationoftheJapaneseultimatum,theFrenchrepresentativeshad HankowIncident(July12,1941).
havegraveinternationalcomplications,occurredintheFrenchconcessiononJuly12,1941.A theofficialapprovalofthesedemandsbytheFrenchcontrolboard,andanapologyfromitschairman.However,thetakingoverofthewholeFrenchconcessionatHankowwastobe concession,andhadlatertalkedwithsomeChineseGeishagirlsonthestreet.Whiletheywerethusengaged,aFrenchconcessionpolicemancameonthescene,andanaltercationbegan. cludingMr.Shimizu,wereattemptingtoflee.Bayonetswerealsoused,andalthoughoneofthepolicemenhadreceivedabayonetwound,itwasclear,saidJapaneserepresentatives,that ByJuly18,1941itwasevidentthattheHankowincidentwastobecomeatestcaseof itmightbepossibletoexerciseaseparatepolicepowerinaconcessionwheretheJapanese

Armyoperated,thiswouldnotcomprehensivecontrolofpolicepower. 



Before

its general policy in regard to the French concessions in Tientsin, Canton and Shanghai.
Emphasizing the importance of this decision from the standpoint of England and the United
States, he pointed out that Japan might be accused of abusing a weaker country, if caution
were not observed.843 However, Tokyo would finally consider it necessary to bring the
concession under Japanese control, without actually taking it over.844

213. Japanese Preliminary Demands in Hankow.

In order to prevent a recurrence of the Hankow disorder, Tokyo directed on July 21, 1941 that

concession. The text ofthe Japanese demands were:

1. Demotion and dismissal of the Annam policeman.2.Thebytheas
Chinese as are designated by us.

3. Abolition of all weapons carried by French concession patrolmen, except bayonets.4.forto
5. Permission for Japanese armored units to cross the French concession in case the need should occur.6.Anthein
7. Indemnity for the injured ofY 63,875.

8. Compensation for the damaged car, Y8,175.
9. Punishment for the offenders and those concerned in the incident.B45

be taken over, nor would the exercise of full police power be suggested since this also touched
upon the very nature of the concessions.846 Three days later, on July 25, 1941, the French Coun-
selor in Tokyo, calling on Vice Minister Kumaichi Yamamoto, requested that a peaceful
settlement be reached.847

214. Japan's Final Terms in the Hankow Incident.

to be the final details of the settlement. These included: the dismissal and immediate repa-
triation of all Annan policemen; an apology by the Superintendent of Police; a 40,000 yen
indemnity; the employment of Chinese policemen, designated by Japan, in place of the 65

intendents; and one reliable French speaking Japanese or Chinese was to be a liaison officer
between Japanese and French authorities. In addition Japanese military and naval patrols
and gendarmes were to have access to the concession as well as Japanese troops, who would be
allowed to cross the concession at will. 848
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TokyodecidedonitsactioninHankow,heurgedthatitshoulddeterminecarefully allJapanesemilitarypersonnelaswellasJapaneseciviliansbeforbiddentoentertheFrench 

employmentFrenchconcessionauthoritiespolice(includingpatrolmen)ofsuchJapaneseorPermissionJapanesearmypatrolsmaketheroundsoftheFrenchconcession.apologyfromauthoritiesconcernedthisincident. 
OnJuly22,1941TokyoinformeditsrepresentativesthattheFrenchconcessionswouldnot TheJapaneserepresentativesinHankowreportedtoTokyo,onJuly31,1941,whatseemed Annanpolicemendismissed;thearmsoftheFrenchconcessionpoliceweretobelimitedtobayonets;twoqualifiedChinese,designatedbyJapan,weretobeemployedaspolicesuper



215. Japan Plans to Use French Indo-China as a Base for Attacks on Singapore and the East Indies.

Vichy was informed that preparations were being completed for the Japanese army to move

against French Indo-China on or about July 20, 1941.

also on July 14, 1941 by Japanese military officials in Canton. It explained that a recent mobi-
lization order had expressed the irrevocable resolution of Japan to put an end to Anglo-Ameri-
can interference, with Axis assistance, if possible, but alone if necessary.

Because these military officials did not wish to arouse the feelings of the Japanese populace,Theofourofitsis,theistoawilloutinofbut,ifisweitby
occupation of French Indo-China, next on our schedule is the sending of an ultimatum to the Netherlands Indies.Intheoftheonlyoneandinthearm(intheour(inthe
and for all crush Anglo-American military power and their ability to assist in any schemes against us.Thetobesistsoffourandtheofto
grams has been changed to the Nishimura detachment) will be placed in command and general military head-willbesetupinAlltionwill
Berlin was advised on July 15, 1941 that Japanese-French negotiations had begun, and Foreigntheinouratitainourin

the Tripartite Pact and intend to cooperate with them. 851

216. Japan Sets the Date for the Occupation of French Indo-China.andtobeattwoat
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
TheHankowincidentwastheleastofFrance'sdifficultiesatthistime,forJapanwaspreparingothermovesagainstFrenchinterests.OnJuly14,1941theJapaneseAmbassadorin 849ThiswasareflectionofanimportantstatementofJapaneseobjectivesandmilitaryplansintheFarEast,whichwasannounced anddesiredtofaceanewwarwithacalmandcoolattitude,formalitiessuchasdiningandsayingfarewelltothetroopshadbeenomitted.TheJapaneseplanswereexpressedasfollows: immediateobjectoccupationFrenchIndo-Chinawillbetoachieveourpurposesthere.Secondly,purposewheninternationalsituationsuitable,launchtherefromrapidattack.Thisventurewecarryspiteanydifficultieswhichmayarise.WewillendeavortothelasttooccupyFrenchIndo-Chinapeacefullyresistanceoffered,willcrushforce,occupythecountryandsetupmartiallaw.AftertheseizingSingaporeNavywillplaytheprincipalpart.AsfortheArmy,inseizingSingaporeitwillneeddivisionseizingNetherlandsIndies,onlytwo.Inthemain,throughtheactivitiesofourairyourcity,SpratlyIslands,Parao,ThaieseSingora,PortugueseTimorandFrenchIndo-China)andsubmarinefleetSouthSeasMandateIslands,HainanIsland,andFrenchIndo-China)wewilloncetroopssoonoccupyFrenchIndo-Chinawillreorganizedasthe25thArmyCorps(oneArmyCorpscon-divisions)also30thArmyCorps,consistingtheSouthChinaforces,whichwillbeassignedspecialdutywithairplanes,tanks,andhowitzers.GeneralIIDA(theIIDAArmymentionedinprecedingtelequartersSaigon.preparationshavebeenmade.Theshipfeeshavebeenpaidandtheexpedisoonproceedfromhere.85o

MinisterMatsuokamadethefollowingsignificantstatement: Thismarksfirststepsouthwardadvance;thesametime,signifiedverygravelifeanddeathsteprelationswithEnglandandAmerica.WehavethrownourlotwithGermanyandItalyinharmonywith 
OnJuly16,1941JapaninformeditsrepresentativesinHanoiandSaigonoftheimpendinginvasionoftheSouthernportionofFrenchIndo-China.EventhoughtheFrenchgovernmentandFrenchIndo-Chineseauthoritiesmightopposethismove,Japanwasdeterminedtocarryitthrough.AllJapanesenationalsweretobeevacuatedbyJuly23,1941,andtheImperialportraitsweretobeplacedinthecustodyoftheProvincialOfficeatTakao.Forsecurity,alltelegraphiccodeswiththeexceptionofthoseabsolutelyessentialweretobeburned,andothertelegraphicsecretmaterialswerelikewisedestroyed.852

OnJuly16,1941JapanesemilitaryauthoritiesinCantoninformedTokyothatthetroopsslatedtooccupyFrenchIndo-ChinawerescheduledtoleaveCantononJuly17,1941,andtoarriveSaigonweekslater,afterstoppingoverHainanIsland.853 



217. Japan Requests Germany and Italy to Recommend to France Acceptance of Japan's Proposals.

ening Japanese demands, Foreign Vice-Minister Chuichi Ohashi invited the German and

Italian ambassadors in Tokyo to call separately on July 15, 1941, and asked that their govern-
ments recommend to France acceptance of Japan's ultimatum. Both ambassadors replied

that the request would be communicated to their respective governments at once. 854

sary, on July 19, to inform the Vichy government that Japan's policy towards French Indo-
China would in no way be affected. This was mentioned to counteract any erroneous belief
which might arise concerning Japan's intention of changing her attitude or demands.855

(previously set for July 17, 1941),856 Ambassador Kato directed the French government to warn
French Indo-Chinese authorities to avert a clash of armed forces.857 Ambassador Kato had been

not later than July 23, 1941. 858

219. Japan Informs Germany ofIts Irrevocable Decision to Occupy French Indo-China.

After being informed by Ambassador Kato that the- French government, ostensibly in con-
sideration of the Berlin-Vichy armistice, had found it necessary to confer with the Germans on

exerting pressure on Vichy, but promised to deliver Tokyo's message to Berlin immediately.859

220. Japan Demands a French Agreement by July 22, 1941.

Ambassador Kato reported to Tokyo that in conferring with Vice Premier Darlan on July 19,
1941, he had presented a demand that France accede to the proposal by 6:00 P.M. on Tuesday,

July 21, 1941, after a conference with Marshal Petain.86O
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ThoughJapanunderstoodthatVichywaslookingtoGermanyforsupportinrefusingorless218.NewJapaneseCabinetContinuesJapan'sPolicytowardsFrenchIndo-China.
WhentheJapaneseCabinetresignedonJuly17,1941,theForeignOfficethoughtitneces-InformedonJuly19,1941thatJapanesemilitarypreparationswerecomplete,andthatregardlessoftheFrenchanswer,theArmyofOccupationwouldmoveforwardonJuly24,1941, instructedthatincasetheFrenchacceptedtheultimatum,heshouldmakethemaccedetoallJapanesedemands;butiftheyrejectedit,hewastoinformtheFrenchthatJapanhadnoalternativebuttooccupysouthernFrenchIndo-China.TheJapaneseAmbassadorinVichyhadalsobeeninstructedtotellFrenchauthoritiesthattheirreplywouldhavetoreachJapan thismatter,ViceMinisterChuichiOhashiadvisedAmbassadorEugeneOttofGermanythatwhethertheJapaneseultimatumwereacceptedorrefused,militaryactionwouldbetaken.ThismightjeopardizethestatusofFrenchIndo-China,aswellasTokyo-VichyandBerlin-Vichyrelations.AmbassadorOttindicatedthattheRussianwarmightpreventGermanyfrom July22.TheVicePremieransweredthatareplywouldprobablybegivenonthenextday, 



221. Ambassador Kato Learns Unofficial Details of Anticipated Agreement.

Ambassador Kato, following his talk with Vice Premier Darlan, conferred with Mr. Lenoir

Messien, Council President, who informed him, unofficially, that a final decision had been
reached as follows:

(a) France recognizes Japan's demands.a
French Indo-China.

(c) The French forces will cooperate with the Japanese only in resisting the infringement of third powers andwillinno
such as the one contained in Prince Konoye's message to Marshal Petain, were published.

military aggression. 862

assurance, in the form of a protocol, that the French Indo-Chinese army would not have to

participate in plans of an offensive nature, asked that he be advised immediately of Japan's
decision on this matter. 863

222. Tokyo and Vichy Discuss Details of the Agreement.

Tokyo agreed to accept the protocol desired by the French, but realizing that his ForeignOffice
would wish to have the final text in both French and Japanese, the Japanese Ambassador in
Vichy suggested that only the French language be used since speed was the prime requisite. If

examining the Japanese text.864

facilities accorded the Japanese could not, under any circumstances, have the character of a
military occupation, and that the Japanese should confine themselves strictly to the needs of
the military operations. Although they were to be subject to French military authorities,

disembarking and the zone of operations, and their military activities would be limited to the

in Tonking, which meant they were not to exceed 25,000 men.865 The details of the actual

as the French officially recognized Japan's demands. 866

that the following decisions had been made: the title of the protocol dealing with joint defenses
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR(b)Japanshallfirstofallmakepublicstatementconcerningthemaintenanceoftheterritorialintegrityofcooperateaggressiveschemeswhatever.BBI
Messiensaidanofficialreplywouldbeforthcomingthematter,eitheronon20orJulyJuly21,1941.TheCouncilPresidentPresidentaddedthatthatFrancecouldnotexpectitsarmytocooperatewithJapanunlesssomesortassurancebymeansofofapublicmessage, FrancewascooperatingwiththeJapanesesimplyfordefense,andwouldnotengagein TheJapaneseAmbassador,inviewananticipateddemandofofFrenchauthoritiesfor bothlanguageswereused,theFrenchauthoritieswouldbeabletodelayagreatmanydaysin ThetentativeprotocolasdraftedbyFrenchonJuly21,1941statedthatthetheexceptional Japaneseexpeditionaryforceswouldbeaccordedfreedompassagebetweenthepointofof territorieslocatednorthRedRiver.Inzoneoperations,Frenchadministrativemilitaryauthoritiesremainatpostsandandinpossessionalltheirtheirpowers.The

armedJapaneseforceswerewerenottotoexceedtwo-thirdsofofofofthethethetheeffectivesactuallymobilized landingpoints,numberoftroops,andplacestostationthemwouldbedecideduponassoon InanswertoquestionsraisedbyAmbassadorKato,thetheJapaneseForeignOfficereplied 



government declares that it will respect the territorial integrity of Indo-China, and the sover-
eignty of France over the Indo-China Federation". Although Japan had no objection to the
statement in the French reply of acceptance that the French Indo-Chinese army would not

document. If the French were to insist, Japan preferred to have a secret exchange of notes

that this clause be added as a qualifying explanation to Article I of the protocol.
Directing that in the protocol no time limit be set on the occupation despite the wishes of

the French for such a restriction, Tokyo explained that it would be possible to change the

insisted, Japan would agree to a five-year time limit.867

223. France Accepts Japan's Ultimatum (July 21, 1941).

would protest against the paradox of France's resisting the British in Syria on one hand and
welcoming Japanese troops in French Indo-China on the other hand.

Vice Premier Darlan asked that Japan publish the statement assuring the sovereignty of
French Indo-China, which had been set forth in a supplement to the French reply to the

merchant vessels would not be ordered from their present berths.869224.
The Japanese Ambassador to Vichy declared on the following day, July 22, 1941, that the

tive but to yield. Although territorial integrity of Indo-China had been granted, Japan had
decided on a military occupation, according to Ambassador Kato, under the guise of a joint
agreement with France.

Pointing out that the France-Japanese relationship was very delicate, the Japanese Ambassa-
dor warned Tokyo that, if France were forced to participate in whatever military operations
Japan should undertake, the French people and officials would become so incensed that a
permanent estrangement might result. Furthermore, Vice Premier Darlan had advised that

wrath of the French in southern French Indo-China would be "terrible". 870
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wouldbechangedtoread"RegardingTerritorialIntegrityandJointDefensesofFrenchIndo-China",andanarticlewouldbeaddedtotheoriginaldraft,statingthat"TheJapanese cooperateinanyplansofaggression,suchademandwasnottobeincorporatedintotheformal inregardtothematter,orastatementbytheFrenchonly.Asalastresort,itwassuggested protocolatanytimebymutualagreementbetweenthetwocountries.However,ifFrance ThetextoftheFrenchacceptanceoftheJapaneseultimatumwasdeliveredtoAmbassadorKatoonJuly21,1941byVicePremierDarlan,868whoexplainedthatFrancehadnoalternativebuttoaccepttheJapanesedemands.Therewouldbethose,hepointedout,who Japanesedemands.TheVicePremieralsorequestedthathiscountrybeassuredbyJapanthatFrenchIndo-Chineseforceswouldnotberemovedfromtheirposts,thatdemandswouldnotbemadeonthevariousfacilitiesbeingusedbytheFrenchforces,andthatwarand 

AmbassadorKatoExplainsFrance'sAcceptance.
reasonwhytheFrenchhadsoreadilyacceptedJapan'sproposalwasthattheysawhowresoluteJapan'sdeterminationwas,andhowswiftitsaction.Inshort,FrancehadnoalternaifthewithdrawalofFrenchtroopsweredemanded,orifprivatepropertywereconfiscated,the 



structed Ambassador Kato that if the French government's reply did not differ from the

would comply with their wishes.871 Unfortunately, some of the dispatches relating to these
negotiations were not intercepted by United States Communication Intelligence agencies, and
so some of the points discussed cannot be clarified.

draft" but after the draft had been put into its final shape, Tokyo would compose a Japanese
version of the text.872 Tokyo received word from Ambassador Kato as to the official Frenchoftheoninof
226. France Begins Pro-Japanese Propaganda.

press, the Japanese Ambassador reported, on July 24, 1941, that in all probability, newspaper

government. Vice Minister Roshier had stated in a private interview with a Japanese
representative that insofar as France was concerned, it was necessary to prepare public

the necessity of publicly expressing France's "willing cooperation" with Japan in the Far
East.874

227. Japan Launches a World-Wide Propaganda Campaign.

Japan prepared to launch a world-wide propaganda campaign simultaneously with its
occupation of French Indo-China. Instructions for the dissemination of propaganda concern-

the French Indo-Chinese to give whole-hearted cooperation to the Japanese during any

propaganda in Burma, Malaya, India, Netherlands East Indies and Australia, they felt it best

paid to the Netherlands East Indies for the sake of the oil therein, and to Australia so that its
movement for independence would be encouraged.875

Planning to issue a statement discussing the defense of greater East Asia, the emancipation
of oppressed people, the destruction of the British and United States policy of the "almighty
dollar", and the promotion of anti-Communism, the Japanese intented to encourage the Wang
regime on one hand and to apply pressure on the Chungking government on the other. Mean-

military ties with Thailand were being sought.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR225.TokyoAgreestoAccepttheFrenchProtocol.confirmationagreementlaterthedayJuly22,1941.B73OnJuly22,1941,Tokyo,apparentlynotyetawareofVichy'sformalacceptance,hadin-statementmadebyCouncilPresidentMessien,hewastoinformFrenchofficialsthatJapan AmbassadorKatowasalsoinstructedtoproceedwithnegotiationsonbasisofthetheFrenchToaninquiryconcerningtreatmentofJapanese-FrenchagreementinthethetheFrench editors"waxedfanciful"becausenoofficialstatementhadhadbeenmadebytheVichy opiniontocounteractrecentpropagandaofEnglandandtheUnitedStates.Hehadstressed ingtheoccupationofFrenchIndo-Chinawereverydetailed.Themainobjectivewastoinduce emergencythatmightarise.AtsametimeJapanesehopedtohavepeopleofthethethetheSouthSeasplacemorerelianceonJapan,andsincetheycouldnotcarryouttheirplansfor developtheirinterestsinFrenchIndo-Chinaand

Thailand.Particularattentionwastotobe while,theyexpectedSouthSeanativesdeveloployaltyJapan.TooffsetBritish,American,ChineseChineseandandDutchpropaganda,Japanesepropagandistsnotgivethethethetheimpressionfurthermilitarypenetrationswereweretotototobemadesouthwardsnorthatthat 



AsforpropagandaworkintheUnitedStates,theJapaneseweretoemphasizethatUnited

States' policies could not lead to world peace. Furthermore, the Japanese planned to conduct
a racial campaign in the countries of Central and South America to separate them from North
America. In the Soviet Union, the Japanese were to intimate that the United States was
interested only in the South Pacific.876228.JapanRefusestoSetaTin,eLimitontheOccupationofFrenchIndo-China.

OnJuly22,1941theFrenchVicePremierreiteratedthatFrancewasparticipatinginthe

agreement with Japan only with the view of safeguarding Indo-Chinese territory, and that it

understoodthatthepresenceoftheJapaneseforceswastemporary,andwouldceasewhenthe

foreseen danger had been removed.877 In answer to this statement, Tokyo informed Mr. Kato

that he was never to use the term "temporary" in connection with the protocol, since Japan
did not wish to make any promises whatever. Instead, Ambassador Kato was to state that
"ThepresenceofJapaneseforcesinwatersoftheunionwillterminatewhenthedangeris

removed. ,,878

229. Japan and France Sign a Joint Defense AJ!reement for French Indo-China.

OnJuly23,1941,anagreementforjointdefenseofFrenchIndo-ChinawassignedbyJapanandFrance.Allthatremainedtobedonewasthedrawingupoftheprotocolwhichwas

to be published later.879
Ambassador Kato, on July 24, 1941, submitted a French suggestion to Tokyo that a clause

concerningdamagesresultingfromtheoccupationoftheJapaneseArmybewrittenintotheprotocolorintoadiplomaticnote.AdvisingthatitwouldbewelltoleavethismattertotheArmyofOccupation,Mr.KatorepliedthatFrance.sharedtheresponsibilityfordefendingthe

colony, and that to write the matter into a formal diplomatic document would not be proper. 880TheJapaneseAmbassadorinformedForeignMinisterToyodathatFrancewasreadytoaccept
thesecondJapanesedraftoftheprotocol,withtheexceptionoftwominorchanges.Tokyo

approved these changes, but in regard to the retention of Japanese troops, it directed
elimination of the phrase "this shall be only temporary". 881 Duringthenexttwodays,minorconsiderationswerebeingclearedup.ItwasdecidedthatintheFrenchtextthenameofFranceshouldbeplacedfirst,whereasintheJapanesetext,Japan'snameshouldcomefirst.882

TheJapanesePrivyCouncilwasscheduledtomeetinfullsessiononJuly28,1941,andimmediatelyfollowingitsapprovaloftheprotocol,Vichywastobenotifiedbytelegraph.AssoonasAmbassadorKatoreceivedthisofficialnotification,hewastohavetheprotocolsignedandthetextsexchanged.Thehour,date,andmannerofsigningwastobesentimmediately

to Tokyo so that the whole text of the protocol could be published at that time.883
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230. Japan Thanks Germany for Its Assistance.

dor Oshima, who was asked to inform the German government that Japan and France had

succeeded in coming to an agreement. While thanking German officials for their cooperation,wastothein
231. British Press Attacks the Japanese Occupation.

From London came the report that English newspapers were interpreting the securing of
military bases in French Indo-China as the first step by Japan in a further movement against
Singapore and the Netherlands East Indies. For this reason, it was suggested that an
official statement be issued by Tokyo to the effect that the Japanese-French Indo-China
agreement had been originated to preserve the peace of East Asia, and that no aggression was
intended. 886

232. Japan Reorganizes Its Representation in French Indo-China.

After the signing of the treaty with France, Foreign Minister Toyoda immediately concerned
himself with plans to establish a powerful diplomatic organization in French Indo-China,
which would involve disbanding the Japanese headquarters in Hanoi. Declaring that such
a plan had no object other than to place all diplomatic activities under one head, he asked that
France be notified that a special ambassador would be sent to French Indo-China, and thatoftheonthe
233. Japanese Leaders Congratulate French Authorities.

Following the conclusion of negotiations, congratulatory messages were sent to Marshal
Petain and Vice Premier Darlan. Prime Minister Konoye, in commending Marshal Petain on

France's courageous decision, expressed his firm belief that this act would serve to cementto
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORThesigningofthejointJapanese-FrenchtreatywasannouncedonJuly24,1941toAmbassa-
AmbassadorOshimawastoinformthemconfidentiallyofthecontentsoftheJapanesegovernment'sstatementwhichwouldbeissuedatnoon,July26,1941.884AsimilarannouncementwhichoutlinedJapan'smotivesforitsactionsandgavesomedetailsofthe negotiationssentNankinggovernmentChina.885 
membersJapaneseArmy,Navy,andForeignOfficewouldbeassignedtoworkwithhim.

AllnegotiationsbetweentheArmyofOccupationandIndo-Chineseauthoritiesweretobe carriedthroughnewJapaneseAmbassador.887 
friendlyrelationsbetweenthetwocountries,andForeignMinisterToyodaconveyedhis sincereappreciationVicePremierDarlanformakingpossiblethesigningofthispact.BBB 



C-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

(h) Japanese-Chungking Relations.

234. Conflicting Rumors of a Japanese-Chinese Peace.on
proposal to send a personal diplomatic envoy to the Vatican had been refused because the
Vatican could cooperate only in policies of peace between China and Japan.889 Several days
later Tokyo was notified that because of distrust of Japan's behavior, Chungking authoritiesnottalkofa
encirclement by England, the United States and the Netherlands. Many Japanese felt,anditwastheof
that Ambassador Winant would soon arrive in Washington to discuss the Chinese problem,

bring an end to Chinese difficulties. Mr. Biddle remarked that it was an opportune time for
such a project. However, many Japanese authorities believed that China, having been spurred
on by British-American aid and by the hope that the United States would fight Japan, was
abandoning any schemes of capitulation, and was planning to fight on to the bitter end.892Asforinthe
Wheeler, George, and Nye of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee had asked the President
to suspend aid to China, but that Mr. Roosevelt had avoided comment.893 .

235. American and British Aid to China.

In spite of rumors of a Japanese-Chinese peace, Chinese-American collaboration in air and

ing Captain James Roosevelt's visit to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.894 Five hundred

American trucks were to be furnished for the tr~nsportation of military supplies.895 Further

intelligence agents who reported on May 29, 1941 that a part of the $50,000,000 American loan
to China would be used to purchase 800 airplanes from the United States. Noting that Ameri-
can pilots and mechanics would be sent to handle the planes, the Japanese also were awarefortwoto
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PART DIPLOMATIC THROUGHOUTTHEWORLDJapanesediplomatsinRomereportedMay20,1941thatGeneralissimoChiangKai-shek'swouldpeaceunlesstheyreceivedguaranteefromtheUnitedStates.890
AccordingtoTokyo'sownestimateoftheChinesesituation,Japaneseplanstoestablisha"NewOrder"inEastAsiawerebeingimpededbyBritish-AmericanaidtoChinaandbyan however,thatEnglandwaswaveringduetoitsdefeatsandtheJapanesethreattothesouth, beliefsomethatJapanesesuccesseswerediscouragingtheChinese.891
AmbassadorBiddleinEnglandwasquotedinaJapanesereportassayingtoafriend andthatLordHankeyplannedtomakeanunofficialtriptopersuadetheUnitedStatesto opinionUnitedStates,JapaneseofficialsreportedonMay26,1941thatSenators 

trucktransportationofmilitarysuppliesthroughRussiawasreportedonMay27,1941,follow-evidencethattheUnitedStateswascontinuingheraidtoChinawassuppliedbyJapanese thataBoeingplane,oneofthetwotypescontractedfor,couldleaveabaseinChina,raidTokyohours,andthenreturnChina.896 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
ThoughtheUnitedStateswouldsendmentoimprovetheBurmaRoadinordertoincreasetheflowofgoodstoChina,theywouldnottakepartinthewar.Furthermore,becausetheout-breakoftheRusso-GermanwarhadstoppedthesupplyofmaterialsfromRussia,Tokyowas

informed on July 10, 1941 that the activities of the pacifists in Chungking were already gaining
ground.However,Americanrepresentative,Mr.OwenLatimore,hadbeensenttoChinato

counteract talk of an early 'peace,897 and high officials in Chungking were elated over this
indicationofunifiedBritish-American-RussianaidtoChina.898ButareportfromHong-

kong on July 16, 1941 concerning a recent conference of American, British, Chinese and Rus-
sian representatives assured Tokyo that there was no possibility of a military alliance of these

fournationssincethelackofaidgiventoChinademonstratedthattheotherthreepowerswere

more concerned with their difficulties than with China's plight.899

However, by the end of July 1941, the British and American program for aiding the strickenpeoplesofChinahadprogressedsowellthatplansweremadewiththeChungkinggovernmentfor
thedefenseofYunnanbyaBritishmechanizedforceandAmericanairunits.Thereorgani-zationofthetinmines,thereopeningoftheTemmenhighway,andthedevelopmentofthe

traffic facilities of Keinan would help to guarantee the economic security of this I,trea.9Oo
According to a report on August 4, 1941 from Chungking sources, the Financial Reconstruc-

tionPrograminChina,entirelyseparatefromtheIndustrialCommercialBureau,wascon-trolledbyBritishandAmericanexperts.TheJapanesewereinformedthatMadameChiangKai-shek,withMr.KungHsiang-Hsi,amemberoftheCentralExecutiveBureauofKiangsu

Province, handled all diplomatic affairs. 901

ToexpeditetransportationbetweenCalcuttaandChungking,British,AmericanandChi-neseforceswereplanningtobuildamilitaryroadthroughDarjeeling,TibetandSeita.Incon-nectionwiththeconstructionofthisroad,TokyowasinformedonAugust5,1941thatengineer-
ing materials were being assembled and prepared in the United States. Fourteen or fifteen

Americanaviatorsandbombertechnicianswithtwentymoretofollow,werealreadyenroute

to Chungking with a cargo consisting of military material and large caliber guns which had left
San Francisco on July 15, 1941.902

236. Japan Fears Chungking-Chinese Communist Collaboration.

JapanfearedthegreatpotentialpowerofChina,and,therefore,wasgreatlyconcernedwiththegrowingcollaborationbetweentheKuomintangandCommunistParties.A~Japanesere-

port of May 24, 1941 discussed prospective negotiations for a Chinese Communist-Kuomintang
rapprochement.903 In a report to Tokyo on June 4, 1941 discussing a meeting of Japanese intel-

ligenceagents,itwasstatedthatthesolutionofoutstandingquestionsbetweenJapanandRussiaaswellasthemovementsoftheChineseandtheManchukuoanCommunistParties

would be discussed at the next conference.904
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During the months of May-July 1941, Japan maintained strict security in regard to its codes.

phasized that in order to insure the secrecy of their diplomatic telegraphic systems, code mes-

care in the transmission of coded dispatches,9O7 but also revealed their concern over the open-

ing of their mail. 908

and telegraphic material had been placed in care of the Consul at Hankow with instructions to
burn them should the necessity arise,9O9 and on July 14, 1941 the Imperial portraits from Hong-

opportunity to strengthen its position in the south. 911

238. Japan Negotiates for Critical Products in China.onthebeto
be undertaken for the immediate shipment of this vital commodity.913 Since Tokyo had also

been unable to import opium and certain ingredients for medicines from foreign countries,

it requested on July 16, 1941 that Manchukuoan officials turn back to the Japanese govern-forusethein
Because of the lack of gasoline as a result of America's and Britain's freezing order, trans-

suggested that gasoline stocks of the local Asia, Standard and Texas companies be used.915

permitted by the Japanese, but only under strict supervision. 916
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237.JapanSafe~uardsitsCodesandSecretDocuments.OnMay27,1941ForeignMinisterMatsuoka,warningtheJapaneserepresentativeatSingapore
thatasecretabbreviationcodewasbeingsentthere,askedhimtoascertainiftherewereanypossibilityofitbeinginspectedbynon-Japanese.905TheJapaneseForeignMinisteralsoem-sagesweretobeavoidedwhentheenemywasawareofthecontentsofthedispatch.9O6ReportsfromManchuriainearlyJune1941notonlyshowedthattheJapanesewereexercising

OnJuly5,1941JapaneserepresentativesinHongkongrevealedthattheirsecretdocuments kongreachedtheJapaneseConsulinCanton.9l0Suchactionwastakeninpreparationforanemergency,forwiththeGerman-Sovietwarinprogress,Japanrecognizedthatithadarare ItwasreportedfromShanghaionJune5,1941thatJapanesenegotiationswithforeignoilfirmsweretoberenewed,probablyalongthesamelinesasthosebeguninNovember1940betweentheChinabranchoftheJapaneseBoardofPlanning,thefieldserviceoftheJapaneseWarDepartment,andtheStandardOilCompany,butnevercompletedbecauseofTokyo'sobjections.Underthatagreement,50,000drumsof86octanegasolineweretobedeliveredto

Shanghaiconditionthattheymovedtheinterior.912
AreportfromTientsinonJuly16,1941dealtwiththedifficultyofobtainingpowderedmilkforbabiesinNorthChina.NegotiationswiththeMinistryofCommerceandIndustryweretomenthomeopiumandnarcoticsseizedNorthChina.914

portationwithinTainanbecameincreasinglydifficult.Sincecottondeliverieswereimminent,andthedemandsoftheShantungautomobileassociationweregreat,Japaneserepresentatives OnAugust5,1941purchasesofgasolinefromthestoresofthethreeforeignoilcompanieswas 



239. Japan Curtails Chungking's Supplies.

The drastic methods taken by the Japanese to cut off China's supplies caused both British
and French officials to protest, on June 10, 1941, the confiscation of nearly $890,000 in Chinese
money found by the Japanese military authorities in the French Concession, Shanghai.917
During economic negotiations held between the representatives of China, Manchukuo, Japan
and Germany, the latter also expressed its disapproval of the Japanese embargo of goods

Shanghai. Tokyo replied on June 23, 1941 that since the question of transporting such goods
involved consultation with the military authorities, the problem could not be handled through
ordinary channels.918 to

Japan realized, according to a report on July 17, 1941, that if Chungking could be completely

and the China incident would be at an end.92O Therefore, all aid from America and Britain was

Japanese forces at other points should place all factories and warehouses belonging to the
British and Americans under close observation. In order not to provoke either of these countries,

close as to arouse suspicion.921

240. Chinese Reaction to German-Russian War.

The Japanese noted that on June 23, 1941 the Chinese Communist Party sent a message to

demanded, and in turn, full cooperation with Chungking for the successful conclusion of the

urged the Chinese government to confer with both German and Italian authorities before
announcing a definite stand with regard to the Russian question.922

Other intelligence reports emanating from China on June 27, 1941 disclosed that Mr.
Chiang Po-Ching, governor of the Chekian province, was endeavoring to maintain effective
relations with Germany, and that, following this policy, the showing of Charlie Chaplin's

bring the Russian war to a speedy conclusion.

917Il, 907.

918Il, 908.

91"II, 909.

92°Il, 910.
921Il,911.

922Il, 503. (Japanese-British Relations)
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
Shanghaiwereorderedtransfertheircommercialintereststoforeignnames.919belongingChineseandGermanfirmsinHankowwhichhadbeenslatedforshipmenttoto AccordingJapaneseintelligencereport,Mr.MiChiFang,ChungkingrepresentativeShanghai,receivedaaawarningonJuly6,1941thatTokyowasexpecteddeclarewartototoconfiscateassetsShanghai;therefore,allallChineseChinesefirmsandandmerchantsininincutofffromitsforeignallies,ChiangKai-shek'sarmycouldholdoutnolongerthantenmonths watchedcarefully.OnJuly28,1941anorderwasissuedbytheNorthChinaarmythat noactionthatcouldconstruedascoerciontakennorwaswasthesupervisiontotobebebeso ChungkingexpressingitsfriendlyattitudetowardSovietRussia.TheclosingGermanItalianEmbassieswellasasConsulates,andandtheexpulsionofofAxisnationalsfromChinawere warwaspromised.Onotherhand,thethepro-Germanfactionleader,Mr.Chu

ChiaHua, motionpicture,"TheDictator",prohibitedChungking.SinceMr.ChiangPo-ChingbelievedGermanmilitaryeffortsininRussiahadhadbeenbeen70preparationand30%%propaganda,withthethereversebeingtrueofRussia,hepredictedthatthatGermanywould 



been advocating the necessity of opposing Japan through Anglo-Russian and United States-
Russian collaboration. Though Russia had suspended aid to China, Mr. Chinag Po-Ching

on America and Britain.923

241. Japanese Report of Divergent Views of Chungking and Chinese Communists.

Because the attitude of the Chungking government toward the Japanese-Soviet neutrality
pact affected Kuomintang-Communist relations and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek's position
in regard to peace with Japan, these reactions were carefully observed by the Japanese in the
latter part of June 1941.924

Investigating the relations between the Nationalist Party and the Communist Party in
China, Ambassador Gauss, according to a Japanese report of June 16, 1941 had learned from
the Russian Ambassador that since the conclusion of the Japanese-Soviet agreement and the
agreement of the United States to assist in the stabilizing of Chinese currency, intensified

materials to China had caused internal dissension, and the refusal of the Nationalist Party to

dor remarked that although the Chinese Communist Party had long endeavored to avoid civil
strife, the imprisonment of its leaders and ruthless suppression by the intransigent Chungking
faction would encourage the Chinese Communists to defend the democratic political rights of
the people.925

According to a report from Hongkong on June 28, 1941, Chungking had found that its

lining up of Britain, the United States, and Soviet Russia behind Chungking, but also by the

ment existed for Russia's relation with the United States and Britain, and that Russia, byoftheofall
They felt that Chungking was unwise in not defining her attitude toward Germany and Italy

the United States' efforts to appease Japan. Furthermore, friction between Chungking and the
Communist Party would not cease owing to the increasing activity of pro-German and pro-
Japanese factions within the country.

Since Japan would devote its entire effort to settling the China incident, the Communists
believed that China must realize that Japan would bring stronger military and political
pressure to bear. Japan would demand, in accordance with the Tripartite Pact, concessions
in the Far East from Soviet Russia, and for this it would also endeavor to secure the consent of
the United States and Great Britain.926

923I1,912.

924I1,913.
9"II,914.

""II, 915.
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AccordingtoMr.ChiangPo-Ching,Mr.T.V.SoongandMadameChiangKai-shekhad believedthattherewassomehopeofgettingsuppliesfromAustraliaforthenexttwoorthreeyears.HealsopointedoutthattheChineseCommunists,whohadalwaysopposedAnglo-Americanimperialism,werenowfindingitnecessarytoreversetheirpositionandtodepend suppressionofChineseCommunistshadbeennoticed.Russia'sdecisiontocutoffwar grantmilitaryfundstothe18thArmyandtherejectionofanallegedlysincerepeaceofferbytheCommunistPartywidenedthebreachbetweenthetwofactions.TheRussianAmbassaeffortstogettheChineseCommuniststocomplywithorderswerefacilitatednotonlybythe gradualgrowthoftheopinionthatapeacewasnotyetpossiblebetweenBritainandGermany.TheChineseCommunistswerereported,however,asbelievingthatlittleprospectofimprove-

takingadvantageweakeningbelligerentpowers,wouldeventuallywinthewar.
sinceChungkingcouldnotdependonfutureassistancefromtheUnitedStates,andChina'spositionwasgrowingmoreprecariouswiththedecreaseofaidfromRussia,andbecauseof 



242. Japan Decides Not to Occupy Macao.

plan to occupy Macao, since Tokyo realized that no benefit could be derived from theonatto
243. Japan Suspects an American-British-Chinese Military Alliance.

Japan on June 24-27, 1941. They announced that provisions had been received in Honkong for

ostensibly as an aid to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek but in reality in preparation for war withthetobe
Some Chinese elements were following a devious path in foreign policy for on June 16, 1941 it

former Chinese Ambassador to Britain, had been set aside by Chungking in favor of parallel
diplomatic policies toward Germany, Soviet Russia, and Great Britain.931

middle of August for the interior of China.932 Further information gleaned by the Japanese
pointed to the erection of many American air bases in the southwestern provinces of China,
and stated that approximately 200 American planes had been furnished for guarding Burma

In preparation for war on Japan, 120 Chinese pilots had been sent to Chungking to establish air
bases in interior China.933

Peking, where First Chief Secretary Smythe of the American Embassy had been replaced by

side there permanently. 934

244. China Joins Anti-Axis Propaganda Association.

The Japanese had learned on June 4, 1941 that Mr. James Roosevelt had proposed to Gen-

eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek the establishment of an international league for free governments

of Europe in order to counteract the effects of Axis propaganda in South America, South and

927II,916-917.

928II,918.

929II,919-920.

9,oII,921.

931II,922.

932II, 923.

933II,924.
9"II, 925.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORcarriedMacaoaidGeneralissimoChiangKai-shek.928Thaieseborder;newaviationbaseswereusedjointlybythethreepowers.930
Possiblybecauseattentionwasfocusedelsewhere,onJune25,1941Japanabandoneditsits occupation.927Nevertheless,onJune28,1941armyandnavalofficials,wellasaslocalgovernment,werewarnedtomaintainstrictsurveillanceofthethesmugglingpracticesbeingReportsallegingtheexistenceofanAmerican-British-Chinesemilitaryallianceflowedinto theuseofAmericanaviationvolunteerswhoweretoestablishairbasesininteriorChina, Japan.929AgeneralstaffcomposedBritish,Chinese,AmericanofficerswasbeingestablishedfordefenseofofYunan,Kweichow,Kwangsi,Burma,Malay,andandthethewasreportedthatAmerican-British-ChineseallianceadvocatedbyMr.KuoTai-Chi,thethe Atsometimebetween15JulyJuly20,1941,BoeingB17'seighteenheavybomberssuppliedbyUnitedStateswereexpectedreachRangoon,andandandtotoleavethereaboutthethe RoadtrafficestablishinganairservicelinkingRangoon,Singapore,andand

thePhilippines. CommercialAttacheonJune23,1941,waskeptundercloseobservationbyJapanese.TheywereinterestedinlearningwhethervisitwhichAmbassadorGaussandMr.ButrickButrickhadrecentlymadetoChungkingmeantthatthethetheAmericanrepresentativeswouldre-WesternAsiaandAfrica.935JapaneseagentsinChinacommentedonJuly24,1941thatasa 



result of this plan, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek was sending a number of graduates of for-
eign schools to the United States to engage in propaganda and intelligence work. In accordance
with the policy formulated by the United States and China, this cooperative propaganda asso-
ciation was to work out ways and means of dealing with all phases of the Far Eastern situation
and to exchange intelligence between the United States and China.936

245. Japanese Espionage in China.

Evidence of the success of the Japanese espionage organization in China was found in a dis-
patch of June 2, 1941 which listed the amount of yen assigned for their special agents. Because
Shanghai was the chief source of Japanese intelligence in China, this appropriation was

Macao, about June 23, 1941 disclosed to the Chungking government that its messages were
being intercepted and turned over to the Japanese.93S

South Seas activities, Tokyo was asked on June 16, 1941 to subsidize a Shanghai institution

merce, the school actually trained specially-selected Chinese students to act as Japanese spies
in peacetime and as fifth columnists in the event of war. 939

Further information regarding the selection and training of Japanese special secret agentswason16,for
type, rather than members of the Japanese military.942

ton, by July 21, 1941 eight Chinese had been selected for this work. 943

246. Japan Learns of a Chungking-Chinese Communist Agreement.

their only hope, they were apparently ready to reach an agreement. Having received instruc-
tions from the Third International on June 19, 1941 and again on July 2, 1941, the Chinese
Communists in Enan agreed to cooperate with the Sinkiang province and Outer Mongolia in

equipped. Furthermore, to eliminate the outstanding difficulty in the way of collaboration

between the Nationalists and the Communists, a large part of the Communist army in Cen-
tral China was to be withdrawn. 944

9>"11,927.
93711, 928.

9>sIl, 929.

93"11,930-933.

941'11,934.

9"See Japanese-French Relations.
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particularlyhigh.937Ontheotherhand,thecaptureofRojibi,aspecialactivitiesagentin InordertoeducateyoungChinesemenwhowouldcooperatewiththeJapaneseintheir knownastheSelf-StrengthSchool.Althoughapparentlydevotedsolelytobusinessandcom revealedJuly1941,940aftertheunfortunateincidentattheFrenchConcession,941
Japanesediplomatsdesiredtochoosestudentsofforeignlanguages,whowereofadiplomatic AsaresultofconfidentialcontactswithChineseconnectedwiththeJapaneseofficeinCan-TokyowasinformedonJuly7,1941thatsinceboththeChineseNationalistsandCommunistsagreedthatnationalinterestssupersededallotherconsiderationsandthatunitywas formingarevolutionarycommittee.Whenthenecessityarose,theCentralRevolutionaryMilitaryCommitteeoftheChineseCommunistswastobedissolvedinfavorofajointNationalist-Communistorganization,andwithinamonththeCommunistarmywastobenewly 



THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR
About July 14, 1941 the Third International began organizing a Far Eastern Council for

revolutionaryoffensetoassisttheChungkingregime.AbsorbingmenandwomenfromMongo-lia,Ningsia,Chinghai,andTibet,thiscouncilwastoinstructandorganizethemintoarmies.UnderthecommandofRussianarmyofficers,themilitarysectionofthisgroupwastobear-rangedintotwelveshockcolumns,consistingofsixtythousandmen,ofwhichonecolumn

would be a chemical detachment of 6,000 men. Getting behind the lines of the Japanese forces

infourprovincesinbothnorthernandnortheasternChina,theseunitsweretoengageinpar-

tisan warfare, burning materials belonging to the Japanese army. Other troops cooperating
with the Outer Mongolian Russian army were to create disturbances in the rear of the enemy
forces. Since the Soviet Ambassador, Mr. Pahi Jushukin, had promised Chungking that such
troops would not take an active part in the territories under its jurisdiction, the support ofGeneralissimoChiangKai-shekwasobtained.945

DetachmentsoftheChineseCommunistarmyunderLiuPo-ChaoweretransferredtoSuihokuaroundAugust2,1941incompliancewithanorderissuedbytheRussianarmyandwithChungking'stacitconsent.InthefuturetheChineseCommunistarmywasapparentlytocooperatewiththeRussianarmy,anditwasexpectedthatarmsandmunitionswouldbesuppliedfromOuterMongolia.BytheendofAugust1941approximately4,500menwouldbe

attending to the transportation of this material. 946

ItwasrevealedonAugust4,1941thattheJapaneseweregreatlyconcernedovertheactivi-tiesoftheChineseCommunistsamongtheworkersintheKailancoalmines,foriftheoper-

ation of these mines were halted for any reason, it would seriously impair Japanese moves.947

247. President Roosevelt Appoints a Political Adviser to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.

In addition to sending American technical advisers to China to give military assistance,
according to a Japanese report of July 8, 1941 President Roosevelt had also appointed Mr. Lati-

moretoactasadvisertotheChungkinggovernment.ThoughChinawasgratifiedthattheUnitedStateswastakinganactiveinterestinitsaffairs,itwasrumoredthatChineseauthor-

ities were displeased because Mr. Latimore lacked experience in political matters and had
little knowledge and understanding of China's affairs.948 Immediately after Mr. Latimore's
arrival in Hongkong on July 15, 1941 a newspaper article, probably inspired by the Chungking
government,hadmadeitclearthatMr.LatimoreshouldnotinterferewithChungking'spolicy

regarding the strengthening of the international popular front by dealing with the Commu-
nists.949

Tokyo learned on August 2, 1941 that upon his arrival at Chungking, and after exchanging
opinions with Ambassador Gauss and Mr. Fox, Mr. Latimore had emphasized that for the
strengthening of China it would be necessary to reorganize part of the Chinese government. 950
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248. Japanese Use of Newspapers in China.

TheJapaneseemployednewspapersasacoverforotheractivities.WithregardtosecuringvisaswhichwerecurrentlypendingforTokyostaffmembers,ForeignMinisterMatsuokasug-gestedthattheapplicationforMr.HaroldFujiibemadeasapresscorrespondentsinceMr.

Iwatete's status as an "extra" secretary in Singapore had already aroused suspicion, and havinganotherofficialattachedtotheDomeinewsservicewouldbelessconspicuous.951
Anxioustogaintheconfidenceofthenewspapermen,Japaneseofficialsoccasionallyim-partedtotheminformationofconfidentialnaturethatwasnotintendedforpublication,butwhichwouldacquaintthemwiththegeneralstateofaffairsthroughouttheEmpire.Attimes,however,thisconfidencewasabused,andinformationwassentoutwithoutpermission,caus-

ing Tokyo great concern.952 Close supervision of the press was constant, for a "disrespectful
article" reflecting China's attitude toward Japan and appearing in the China Weekly ReviewonJune21,1941wasreportedtoTokyo.953

Preparations were begun on July 16, 1941 for a newspaper conference to be held in Canton,
which representatives of both Japanese and Chinese papers would attend. They had been
invited in order to increase cooperation among the Japanese agencies guiding public opinion

sothattheestablishmentofaco-prosperitysphereinEastAsiamightbefacilitated.WiththeChiefoftheJapanesePublicityDepartmentactingaschairman,themeetingwastobeaddressed
by the head of the Nanking government.954

TostartaChineselanguagenewspaperinSaigonwhichwouldhaveaneditorialpolicyfav-orabletoJapan,Tokyowasattemptingtolocate,intheearlypartofAugust1941,Chinesewhowerecapableofpublishingandmanningthestaffoftheproposedpaper.955
249. Japan Deals with its Chinese Allies.

From Peking on July 14, 1941'came the disclosure that the Shansi army, supplied with funds,

arms,andammunitionbytheirformerenemy,Japan,wastosignapeacetreatyinthecityof

Yangue in the Shansi province after arranging an armistice with Tokyo. Simultaneously, the
ShansiarmywastoannounceitsseparationfromChungking,itsoppositiontoCommunismanditscooperationintheestablishmentofaneworderintheFarEast.Inreturn,Japanwas

to arrange credit for the currency published in the Shansi province and to aid in the reestablish-
ment of business. Because of the effect it might have on Chungking, Japan decided to reporttheofficialresultsofthisconferencewiththeShansiarmyasafailure.956

Tocarryoutitsownnationalpolicyandtocopewiththeworldsituation,accordingtoastate-

ment from Tokyo, the Japanese government underwent a change on July 16, 1941 and estab-

lishedanewCabinet.Tokyoinsisted,however,thatneitheritsforeignpolicynoritsattitude

toward Nanking, the seat of occupied China, had changed in any way. Increased power and

progresswaspledgedtoChinabytheJapaneseCabinetinreturnforcooperationinthereali-

zation of stability in the Far East.957
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250. Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek Reorganizes His Armies.

For the purpose of effecting unity under the joint commands of Chen Cheng and Pai Chunghsi,
and at the same time to coordinate the activities of miscellaneous forces in preparation for
a future attack on Thailand and French Indo-China, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek reorga-

from southern Konan into that area.

certain areas, and since the responsibility involved both military and economic questions,
studies were being made with the military attache from the British Embassy so as to reach
an agreement.959

251. Effect ofthe United States' Freezing Order on China.

Japanese in Shanghai beyond the prohibition of exports.960 However, a plan to strengthen the

cerning other means for the exploitation of China, and the results were to be submitted to the
controlling Japanese authorities.961

United States made it impossible for American banks in China to guarantee payments inin
Tokyo was not keeping its representatives in China informed of details regarding the freezing

of Chinese funds since on August 2, 1941 Peking requested further information.963 Japanese
representatives in Shanghai reported on August 4, 1941 that Mr. Fox, connected with the
American Commission for Collections and believed responsible for the original freezing order
of the United States, had suggested the revision of the freezing of both Japanese and Chinese
assets in order to reconstruct Chungking's financial position. Furthermore, Mr. Henchman,
the manager of the Shanghai-Hongkong Bank was willing to give Mr. Fox every support in this

economic reforms. 965

9BSII,952.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
nizedhisarmiesandappointedsomenewleadersinJuly1941.958AtsometimebetweenJuly7andJuly20,1941specialdutytroopsandotherfootsoldiersweretomoveintoBurmaundersecretordersandtoformasecondlineofdefense,andChungkingplannedtomoveanarmy SinceGreatBritainfeltthattheChinesearmyshouldberesponsibleforthedefenseof OnJuly26,1941JapaneseofficialsconferredinShanghaitodiscussthefreezingorderoftheUnitedStates.Whilecertainretaliatorymeasures,suchastheconfiscationofproperty,weretakenagainstAmerica,noeffectivefinancialcountermoveshadbeenadoptedbythe methodofadjustingexportsfromChinatothirdcountrieswasconsidered,andinordertogaingreatercontrolovertheremovalofmaterials,itwasagreedthatregulationspublishedbyJapanesefinancialofficialsweretoapplytoChina.Furtherstudiesweretobemadecon-TheorderfreezingJapaneseassetsalsofrozeChinesefundsatChina'sownrequest.FromShanghai,onJuly28,1941,camethereportthattheorderfreezingChinesecreditsinthe

AmericancurrencyNewYork.962 
matter.964TheJapaneseknewthatMr.FoxhadcarriedoutextensiveinvestigationintoChinesefinancialaffairs,andhadbeenurgingChungkingtoinstitutesomefundamental 96BII,958.179 



approval of an adviser appointed by the Japanese authorities for their operations, and

funds and the distribution of profits were also to be in the hands of the Japanese.966

252. Japanese Restrictions on Shipping and Travel.

Kyushu, and along the northern coast of the Yamagachi Prefecture with the exception of
Kobe, Osaka, and Hakodate, and all but Japanese vessels were held up at the harbor entrance

ship.967

Because of the difficult diplomatic situation during August 1941 owing to the Russo-German

war, the strained relations between Japan and England and the United States, and the change
in the Japanese Cabinet, restrictions had been placed upon the travel of foreigners throughout
Japan, Manchukuo and China. Visas were granted, particularly to military men, only after a
complicated procedure. 968

253. Japan Makes Plans to Conquer Siberia.

applied to the conquered areas of Siberia. Under a group of administrators, executive sections
including general affairs, peace preservation, transportation, communications, economics
and public affairs were to be provided for, and investigations to protect Japanese intereststobeonby

(i) Japanese-Nanking Relations.254.inofOn24,theina
German diplomat also pointed out that German merchants were worse off under Japanese
jurisdiction than they had been under the authority of Chungking. 970

966II, 959.

96'II, 960.
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AfterAugust5,1941AmericanandBritishbusinessfirmsinTsingtaohadtosecurethe unconditionalcompliancewithvariousorderswasdemanded.Notransferoftheownershipoffactoriesormaterialscouldbemadewithoutofficialapproval.Furthermore,theraisingof InJuly1941manychangesweremadewithregardtoforeignshippinginJapanesewaters.NoforeignshipswerepermittedtodropanchoratanyportontheInlandSea,innorthern ofthesethreeports.Extremecarewasalsoobservedinallowingforeignerstoembarkonany InAugust1941theJapanesearmyestablishedtheadministrativepolicythatwastobe

werecarriedseveralindependentbureaus.969PARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLDGermansNankingRequestAnExplanationJapanese-AmericanNegotiations.May1941GermanConsulGeneralNankingcalledonJapaneserepresentative
andrequestedanexplanationoftherumorsthatJapanwasseekingtheaidoftheUnitedStatesinmakingpeacewithChungking.Mr.NakamuraemphaticallydeniedthatJapanhadanyintentionofriskingthefriendshipoftheAxisbycooperationwiththeUnitedStates.The 



255. Japan Is Disturbed by German-Russian-Chungking Communications Agreement.

The establishment of

June 1, 1941 caused Tokyo great concern.971 When Ambassador Hiroshi Oshima in Berlin,

investigated the situation, he found that a daily plane service had been established and an

apparent political significance was attached to the matter.972256.afor
During June 1941 Tokyo hastened elaborate preparations for the visit of Mr. Wang Chin Wei,

the chief of the Nanking government, and his entourage to Japan. Tokyo ordered that Mr.

brief reception in the Imperial Court.973 Special plans regarding his audience with the
Emperor and arrangements for the meeting of his representatives with the Japanese ministers

June 9, 1941, Tokyo issued to its representatives in Nanking the official report concerning the
visit which was to appear in the evening papers of June 14, 1941. Mr. Wang went from Nanking
to Tokyo via Shanghai,975 and the Shanghai Mainichi, commenting upon his former trip to
Tokyo, divulged a fact which had been kept secret heretofore by Tokyo.976

Kai-shek, had been captured by Chungking agents,978 a heavy guard of police officers was
detailed to escort the party as far as the suburbs of Shanghai.979 Special railroad arrangements
in Japan were also made for the official party.980

German-Russian war might delay recognition, the loan was announced on June 28, 1941,981
about the time the publicity ban concerning Mr. Wang's movements was lifted after his
return to China.982

257. Germany Recognizes Nanking.

971II, 965.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
communicationsbetweenChungkingandGermanythroughMoscowon agreementhadbeenmadebetweenthepostalauthoritiesofGermanyandSovietRussiaregardingthehandlingandcostofmailbetweenBerlinandChungking.Hereportedthatno JapanPreparesReceptionMr.WangChinWei.

WangChinWeiwastobeaccordedallthehonorsofavisitingsovereignatleastduringhis wereoutlined.974JapaneseandChinesenewspapersweregivencarefulinstructionsand,on BecauseMr.Wangwasapprehensiveforthesafetyofhislife,977particularlyafteramemberoftheNankinggovernment,whohadformerlybeenassociatedwithGeneralissimoChiang Asaresultofthevisit,JapandecidedtograntofficialrecognitiontotheNankinggovernmentonJuly1,1941andtoextenditaloanatthesametime.However,sinceitwasfeltthatthe BeforeMr.Wang'sarrivalattheEmperor'scourt,assurancesofGermany'ssupporthadbeenreceivedbyJapan.OnJune10,1941,attherequestofMr.Matsuoka,ForeignMinister 



von Ribbentrop reiterated Berlin's willingness to recognize the Nanking government at any
time.983 Since it was Ambassador Oshima's opinion that this attitude would not change, 984

convey to the German government the reasons why it was not sought at this time.986

China.986 Since Tokyo wished that no news of the German and Italian recognition reach the
newspapers before it received official confirmation, it prohibited, on June 28, 1941, any
discussion of the question for the time being.987

After relations with Chungking had been severed by Germany, its recognition of the Nanking

Kai, sent a note severely criticizing Berlin for siding with the Japanese, but Germany returned
the note as unacceptable. Ambassador Oshima informed Tokyo that by July 10, 1941 the
members of the Chinese Embassy and Consulate would leave Germany. 988

Since there were German citizens residing within the Chungking sphere of influence in
China, Germany, expressing its concern, requested the assistance of Japan in safeguarding its
nationals in that area. 989258.the

Italy was as ready to extend recognition to Nanking as Germany had been. Foreign
Minister Ciano informed Ambassador Horikiri, on June 26, 1941, that since the Italian

Ambassador to China had lived there three years without presenting his credentials to Chung-
king, the formal recognition of the Nanking government presented no difficulties from a

political point of view. However, Italy would consult with Germany before making its formal
reply.99O

other signatories to the Tripartite Pact recognize the Japanese-controlled portion of China.

attitude regarding Nanking.991 Croatia announced through the Italian government that it

were made to have Croatia recognize another Japanese puppet state in China, Manchukuo.993

259. Chungking Severs Relations with Germany and Italy.

After the announcements of the recognition of Nanking by Germany and Italy on July 1, 1941,
Chungking, on July 3, 1941, severed diplomatic relations with both Axis powers and evacuatedits
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hesuggestedthatJapaneitherformallyrequesttherecognitionoftheWangregimeorelse OnJune27,1941AmbassadorOshimarevealedthatBerlin'srecognitionoftheNankinggovernmentwouldbeintheformofacommercialtreatygivingGermanfirmsfullrightsin governmentwasmadepublic.Immediately,theChineseAmbassadortoGermany,Mr.Chin 

ItalyRecognizesNankingGovernment. 
OnJune30,1941Italiandiplomatsinothercountrieswereinstructedtorecommendthat AtthesuggestionofItaly,theSpanishgovernmentwasexpectedtoadoptasimilar wasrecognizingtheNankingregimeonJuly1,1941,992andafewdayslaterarrangements stafffrombothcountriesimmediately.994 



and, on July 4, 1941, pre~arations were underway for'the evacuation of Acting Ambassador

Wang expressed his appreciation to Japan for the influence it had exerted in behalf of his
government.997

260. Japan Requests France to Recognize the Nanking Government.

growing influence of the. Nanking government in China, and in view of the recognition of
Nanking by Germany and Italy and the prospective recognition by other European countries,
requested that France also recognize it.998

Though France was bound by the terms of the German peace treaty, Admiral Darlan

proposed Japanese aggression against French Indo-China, the Vichy official stated that as
long as Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek controlled the domain bordering on Indo-China,

by weakening Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek's forces, or if German-French collaboration

improved, France could consolidate her policies with those of Germany and Italy. 999

be wise not to press the French too much on the matter of recognition, 1000 but on July 4, 1941 thetohis
The Japanese Ambassador in Vichy responded promptly in an effort to explain to Foreign

Minister Matsuoka his reluctance to exert pressure on France. Pointing out that Japan was
seeking bases in French Indo-China on the grounds that the French could not defend it,
Ambassador Kato remarked that French recognition of Mr. Wang's government might imply

that there was no danger to French Indo-China from other countries. Furthermore, if

geous to Japan, if, in reciprocation, the Nanking government had recognized Vichy. 1002

Nanking. 1003 Nevertheless, Ambassador Kato again approached Vice-Premier Darlan on

July 14, 1941 in regard to recognition for Nanking, only to receive the vague answer that the
problem would be given careful consideration. 1004

Japan and French Indo-China entered into a joint defense agreement on July 23, 1941 and
in view of this move, on July 31, 1941 the Japanese felt that the French would not be making

99"11, 988.

99611,993
99711,994.
99611,995.
99"II,Ibid.
IO°"II, Ibid.

100111,996.

100'11, 997.

IooaIl, 998.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBORTheItalianAmbassadorinShanghaiwasscheduledtoproceedtoNankingonJuly1,1941,995
AdolfoAllesandriniandItalianofficialsfromChungking.996Meanwhile,onJuly2,1941, CallingonAdmiralDarlanonJuly1,1941,theJapaneseAmbassadortoVichypointedtothe explainedthatFrancedidnotnecessarilyhavetoactinthesamemannerastheAxispowers,anduntilarevisedtreatywasdrawnupgivingFranceanopportunitytocooperateinthenewEuropeansituation,itwasactuallyinnopositiontodoso.Inpointingouttheeffectofthe France'spositionwasprecarious.If,however,Russia'saidtoChungkingweretovanish,there-AsaresultofhistalkwithAdmiralDarlan,AmbassadorKatoinformedTokyothatitwould

ForeignOfficeorderedhimrenewefforts.1001 
French-Japanesenegotiationsbrokedownoverthequestionofbases,itwouldbedisadvanta-AmbassadorOshimainBerlinalsoadvisedTokyonottopressforFrenchrecognitionof 



increassed Japan's desire to have the French take a pro-Japanese stand at this time. 1005

261. Axis-Dominated Countries Recogbize Nanking.

Weiszaecker, Chief of the Political Section of the German Foreign Office, explained that Herr
von Ribbentrop's approval would have to be obtained before any action could be taken, 1007

request for recognition to those governments. Japan also submitted the request to the ministers
of Finland and Denmark, and the Nanking government arranged the details of the recogni-wastoinofinto
expressed doubt that it could force Thaiese recognition of Nanking. However, Prime Minister

Thailand would recognize Manchukuo on August 1, 1941.1011

262. Japan Removes Anti-Axis Chinese Diplomats.

in replacing diplomats from Chungking in the countries that had recognized the Nanking

government, with the exception of those persons who could be persuaded to swear allegiance

to Nanking and to sever connections with Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.lo12 However, theto
In an attempt to strengthen its position in China, in early July, 1941, Japan requested

Germany to eliminate from its consulates, and diplomatic establishments in China, those

German officials who were stubbornly anti-Japanese. 1014263.to
Chinese Ambassador to Berlin, to Japanese views through some connections with the Manchu-

IOO5II, 1000.

IOO6II, 1ool.

IOO7II, 1002.

IOO8II, 1003.

IOO9II, 1004-1006.

IOI"II,1oo7.

IOllII, 1008.

loI2II,1009-1O1l.

IOI3II, 1012.

IO14II, 1013.
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toogreatconcessionbygoingaastepfurtherandrecognizingtheNankinggovernment.ThereportthatChungkingwassendinganinfluentialambassador,Mr.WeiTao-Ming,toFrance 8,JapanrequestedGermany'sassistanceinhavingbothDenmarkandFinlandrecognizeNankingand,atthesametime,Manchuria.lo06OnOnJulyJuly12,19411941Mr.E.Freiherr butafewdayslaterGermanyordereditsministersinFinlandandDenmarktosubmitthe tion.100BAshorttimelater,onJuly23,1941,itreportedFinlandhadrecognizedManchukuoandthatthatrecognitionoftheNanking,governmentwaswassoontofollow.lo09Denmark Pibulbeaskedtotoconsiderthematter.1010ItwaswasannouncedonJuly29,1941that JapanandGermanycollaboratedchoosingdiplomaticrepresentativeswhowerepro-Axisininsentiment.OnJune28,1941Mr.MatsuokaannouncedthatTokyowouldassist

Nanking JapanesewereforcedtotoleratesomeoftheChinesediplomatssincesatisfactorysubstitutesDuringJuneandJuly,1941muchattentionwaspaidtowinningoverMr.ChinKai,the 

recognizeNankingmid-August,1941.BecauseThailand'sneutralpositionregardthewarinEurope,Tokyo,onJuly4,1941,
weredifficultobtain.1013JapanAttemptsWinOverChineseDiplomatsfromChungking. 



over matters connected with the management of the Chinese Embassy in Berlin, requested on

June 30, 1941 that the Chinese diplomat not be allowed to serve in Germany.1016 In view of hisontoto
Order" in East Asia. ~017

Mr. Chin Kai was possibly useful, he was not considered a suitable person to represent Mr.
Wang's government. 1018

Kai and his staff had left for Switzerland to arrange their return to China, and he asked that

Japanese Ambassador in Italy reported that the Chinese Ambassador in Italy was also iden-
tified as a strong Chiang admirer and vigorously opposed to Japan. 1020dorKaitothea
Madrid. Because of the strained Japanese-Chinese relation, the former Chinese Ambassadornotanbutto
264. Nanking Requests Return of Ambassador Honda.

part of July 1941 was exerting every means to induce Ambassador Kumataro Honda to return

from Tokyo. Japanese representatives in China suspected that certain officials in Chungking

they could easily be persuaded to align themselves with Nanking. They pointed out, however,

that if such an important official as Ambassador Honda stayed away from Nanking, the officials
in Chungking would lose interest. 1023

265. Japan Controls Nanking's Relations with Germany and Italy.

In return for the continued cooperation which Germany had given Japan in obtaining the
recognition of Nanking, Berlin, on July 3, 1941, requested assurance, before making a proposal
for a German-Nanking Trade Agreement, that Germans in Nanking would be accorded the

consulted first, instead of the Nanking government, in all questions concerning foreign inter-
ests.1O25

IOISII, 1O09-1O1l.

IOI6II,1014.
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kuoanMinisterinBerlin.1O15RegardlessofanydeclarationofloyaltythatMr.ChinKaimightmaketotheNankingregime,however,theJapaneseAmbassadorinBerlin,whowastotake pastconnectionwiththeChungkinggovernment,theJapaneseAmbassadorinRomesuggested July1,1941,thatMr.ChinKaibesentNankingshowhiswillingnesstoservethe"New

However,afewdayslater,AmbassadorOshimastatedthatalthough Furthermore,onJuly10,1941theJapaneseAmbassadorinBerlinreportedthatMr.Chin theybekeptundercloseobservation.1O19ToaddtoTokyo'sdifficulties,onJuly11,1941the Nevertheless,onJuly14,1941TokyowasrevealedasstillattemptingtopersuadeAmbassa-ChinacceptWangregime.1021OnJuly24,1941Mr.Fujii,telegraphicsecretary
inSpain,calledonMr.ChinKaitospeaktohiminthenameoftheJapaneseAmbassadorinwouldgrantinterview,TokyointendedapproachhimagaininHongkong.1O22

Tostabilizeitsposition,andtoconsolidateitsgains,theNankinggovernmentinthelatter wereenviousofMr.Wang'sposition,andthatwiththeencouragementofAmbassadorHonda sameprivilegesastheJapanese.1O24However,theJapaneseannouncedthattheyweretobe 



Both

Shiniokuro Hidaka, the Japanese Minister to Nanking, advised Mr. Wang to keep in close

266. Reorganization of the Nanking Government.

decided that the balance of the customers' revenue in Canton should be transferred to the

regime, and some other expenses. If, however, the revenue allotted to Nanking were so insuffi-

cient that deficits would occur in the appropriations necessary for the execution of its anti-
Communist policy, then the money accumulated as a share of the Foreign Loan Collateral
Fund in Shanghai would also be given to Nanking. 1028

Commercial Attache Yoshio Nakamura and Ambassador Honda cooperated in planning for
the reorganization of the Nanking government to bring about a closer relationship with Japan.
In order to accomplish this matter, however, the full cooperation of the Japanese army, through
the So forces, would have to be obtained. Nevertheless, it was felt, on July 23, 1941, that the
reorganization of the Nanking government, with the full approval and cooperation of Mr. Wang,
would be successfully achieved by August 10, 1941.1029

267. Formal Installation of Mr. Wang.

During the last days of July 1941, the formal installation of Mr. Wang, as head ofthe Nanking

ings in China, trips to Manchuria and Kwantung during the latter part of July and the firsttenin
Canton, where he was greeted by the military commander and by the highest ranking Japa-
nese and Chinese military and governmental officials, as well as the German and Italian Con-sulsAtaofthe
Matsuoka. 1031

(j) Japanese-Netherlands East Indies Relations.

268. Japan Attempts Political and Economic Domination of the Netherlands East Indies.

According to a Japanese resume of Japanese-Dutch trade negotiations, in November, 1939
Tokyo had proposed the commencing of trade negotiations with the Dutch East Indies, and the

102611, 1023-1024.

102711, 1025.

102611,1026-1027.

102911, 1028-1029.

103011, 1030-1032.

103111, 1033-1034.
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GermanyandItalywereinformedthattradenegotiationswouldbehandledbytheNorthChinaPoliticalCouncilwhichwascontrolledbyJapaneseadvisers.1o26Inviewofthis,whileJapaneseauthoritieswerecompletingnegotiationswiththeNankinggovernment,Mr.contactwithJapanwhendiscussingmattersconcerningbothGermanyandItaly.1027
Atadirectors'meetingoftheFarEasternReconstructionBureauonJuly12,1941,itwas .Nankinggovernment,afterdeductingthedeficitcreatedpriortotheestablishmentofthenew government,wasscheduledtotakeplace.ToemphasizetheconsolidationofJapanesehold-

daysAugust,1941wereplannedforMr.Wang.1O30OnAugust2,1941,Mr.WangwenttoGeneral.sessionFarEasternNewspaperConferenceonAugust4,1941,hewas
slatedtoreceivecongratulatorynotesfromPrimeMinisterKonoyeandForeignMinisterPARTC-JAPANESEDIPLOMATICACTIVITIESTHROUGHOUTTHEWORLD 



Holland in May 1940, and the resulting mobilization of the economic resources of the East

Indies, plans for these conferences were laid aside.

certain strategic materials would be made available, and Tokyo declared that the Dutch had

promised to continue economic relations with Japan, no matter what happened in Europe,
since cooperation with Japan would aid Dutch interests and would provide stability in the Far
East.1032

from Tokyo, ostensibly for economic discussions, but in reality seeking political domination.
However, according to reliable information received on May 21, 1941, the Japanese learned
that the Dutch had decfded against their trade proposals and would demand the return of the
Japanese representatives to their home country. 1033

of the British, were about to impose a general embargo on rubber and tin exports from the East

Indies to Japan as British Malaya had already done. Out of deference to the Japanese delegates
and trade representatives in Batavia, Mr. Hoogstratenl034 was withholding the publication of
this embargo procedure until Japanese representatives had time to withdraw from the Nether-
lands East Indies. 1035

In view of these reports, on May 22, 1941 the Japanese Vice Minister questioned Mr. Pabst,
the Netherlands Minister to Tokyo, concerning the influence of the United States and Great

cumstances Japan felt it wise to recall its representative, Mr. Yoshizawa, and possibly plan
further retaliatory measures. Realizing that the Dutch attitude was based on the assumption

attempted to avoid discussing this problem by stating that rubber and tin imported from the

Anxious to keep Japanese-Dutch relations on a friendly basis in spite of the disagreement in
policy, Mr. Pabst stated that some understanding would be reached if Japan would reveal
the figures concerning the actual demand for the supply of these raw materials. 1036

269. Dutch Opposition to a Japanese Order.

May 1941 when an order from Foreign Minister Matsuoka directed all foreign firms in Japan
to make entries in their accounts in the Japanese language. This would facilitate checking by

English or Malayan language, Dutch officials pointed out that if, in retaliation, the Dutch

IO32II,1035.

lo33II, 1036.

lo3'Spelled Hofstraaten in nearly all translated dispatches in the files of U.S. Communication Intelligence.
lo3sII, 1037, 1038.

IO3"II, 1039.

lo3'II, 1040.
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Dutchgovernmenthadagreedinprinciple.However,withspreadofthetheEuropeanwarto ThoughJapanesewerestrivingcreate"NewOrder"inFarEast,hadbecomeincreasinglydependentuponnaturalresourcesofEastIndiesjustwhenthethethetheEuropeanwarbegantotoabsorbthem.JapanJapanrequestedaaguaranteefromDutchDutchleadersleadersthat TheJapanesecontinuedtoexertpressurethroughout1941,andandtwomissionscame OnsamedayForeignMinisterMatsuokaannouncedthatDutch,atthethethesuggestion BritaininrestrictingDutchexportstoJapan.HealsomadeitclearthatunderexistingcirthatthesevitalmaterialswerebeingreshippedtoGermany,theJapaneseViceMinister NetherlandsEastIndiesweretobeusedintherapidlyexpandingJapanesearmsproduction. AnobstacletoJapanese-Dutcheconomiccooperationhadalreadyarisenintheearlypartof Tokyoevent

thatJapan'screditsabroadfrozen.1037SinceJapaneseorganizations,wellasasotherforeignfirmsEastIndies,werewerepermittedtokeeptheirbooksininineitherthethethe 



in Dutch, the inconvenience would be tremendous and great losses would undoubtedly be in-to
Learning in the latter part of May 1941 that British and Dutch commercial attaches in Tokyo

the Netherlands delegate to his office on May 30, 1941 and showed him statistics which had
been prepared concerning Japanese consumption of raw rubber, shipments to Manchukuo and

China, and the probable amount of imports. Explaining to the Dutch official that even by
economizing on its needs Japan would experience a rubber shortage, since it needed 30,000 tons,
the Tokyo representative asked that Mr. Yoshizawa's request for 20,000 tons of rubber be hon-

ment that the matter would be taken up with his minister in Batavia. 1039

Foreign Minister Matsuoka was certain on May 28, 1941, despite secret reports to the con-

negotiations entirely, for the Dutch officials had promised to give careful consideration to
some revised Japanese proposals presented on May 14, 1941.1041 Details of the Japanese pro-

entry into the East Indies as could possibly be granted, at least 1,600 a year, were desired for

Japanese employees. Furthermore, in order to permit Japanese penetration into obscure and
inconvenient places, a fixed numper of Japanese doctors were to be allowed to practice through-
out this area.

While assuring the government at Batavia that it had no desire to impair Dutch national
defense or the economic stability of local inhabitants, Japan demanded permission to estab-

be constructed under Japanese supervision, and existing wireless communications were to be
improved.

ing of special goods. Referring to the quota set on East Indies' exports, Japan emphasized its
need for rubber, tin, bauxite, copra and palm oil. In regards to Dutch acceptance of Japanesetowastobe

1038IT, 1041.

103"11, 1042.

104"IT, 1043.

104lIT, 1044.

1042Hubertus J. van Mook-The

complete English text.

1043IT, 1045.
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governmentrequiredJapanesecommercialandindustrialenterprisestomaketheirentriesrepresentativesofthetwocountries.inBataviaurgedMr.MatsuokadonothingwhichwouldforceDutchofficialsofficialstotoretaliatebydemandingthatallJapaneseJapanesefirmsweremakingsurveysrubberneeds,ChiefofofthetheJapaneseJapaneseTradeBureaucalled oredbyNetherlands.TheNetherlands'commercialattacheassuredthetheJapanesegoverntrary,1040thatgovernmentofthetheNetherlandsEastIndieswasnotconsideringbreakingoff posalswereuncoveredbyAmericancryptanalystsonJune12,1941.1042Asmanypermitsfor lishexpandindependentwellasasjointenterprisesthroughoutIndies.Furthermore,askedthatitgrantedpetroleumrightsincertainareas.Toensureestablishmentofadequatecommunicationstwocountries,adirectairlinebebesetupatfirstopportunity.AmoderncablelinebetweenbetweenJapanJapanandandthethethethetheEastEastIndies

waswastoto IneventworldcircumstancesmadeitimperativethatthatJapanincreaseitsshippingtonnage,certaincoastalportswerebeopenedimmediatelyinordertotofacilitatethetheunload-imports,aminimumapproximately80%ofoftheNetherlandsEastIndiesproductsexported 

curred.Inordertoworkoutsomeagreement,therefore,aconferencewascalledbycommercialintheEastIndiesmakeentriesintheDutchlanguage.1038270.JapanMakesNewProposalstheDutch. 

Japanestablished.1043NetherlandsIndiesandJapan,W.W.NortonandCo.,N.Y.,1944,pp.99-106for 



271. Dutch Indignation at Japanese Newspaper Attacks.

in Batavia requested Tokyo to restrain the Japanese press from attacking the government and
people of the Dutch East Indies, since Mr. Hoogstraten, chief of the commercial section of
the Netherlands Indies government, had already officially denounced recent stories appearing

in Batavia believed that Japan would be unable to obtain the concessions it desired from the
Dutch. 1044

272. Japanese Propaganda in the Netherlands Indies.

In an attempt to influence public opinion in the Netherlands Indies, Tokyo had allotteda in
sidering the project, for it had already established many official and semi-official organizations

ful. 1045

The Japanese Minister in Batavia reported on June 22, 1941 that the regular European

by the Dutch. With regard to the future distribution of propaganda material, Mr. Ishizawa

reported that his agency intended in the future to concentrate its activities in a given local
area. 1046

Negotiations were under way by July 17, 1941 to have Japan subsidize the East India Daily
and the Chinese Suratan. 1047

273. The Netherlands Reject the Japanese Proposals (June 6,1941).

of May 14, 1941. Though noting with satisfaction the modifications which Japan's representa-hadasaofonat
for the endeavors of the Tokyo delegation to adapt its propositions to the emergencies of the world

the Dutch pointed out that the views of the Japanese government were still basically and

radically at variance with their principles. 1048(a)Nofor
In emphasizing the supposed inadequate development of natural resources in the Nether-

lands Indies, the Dutch declared that the Japanese had mistakenly assumed that interdepend-

Netherlands would militate against the fundamental economic policy of the Netherlands gov-

10"11, 1046.

104511,1047.

10<°11, 1048.

104711, 1049.

10<811, 1050.
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subsidizingJapaneselanguagenewspapertheEastIndies,onJune2,1941,Tokyowascon
tivesmadereultdiscussionsvariouspointsissue,andexpressingitsappreciationSpecialPrivilegesJapanese. 

OnJune1,1941atacriticalmomentinthecurrentnegotiations,Japaneserepresentatives innewspapers.Unlessnewspaperattackswereretracted,thetheJapaneseJapaneseMinister largesumsmoneyforpropaganda.ThoughtherewassomedoubtastothewisdomofofitsTaiwantoaidJapan'sadvanceinintheSouthSeas,andthesewereapparentlyquitesuccess-languageperiodicalswhichTokyosentonfordistributionintheEastIndieswerewidelyread,ifculturalvalue,butthatanythingsmackingofofAxispropagandawasimmediatelyrejected OnJune6,1941NetherlandsgovernmentdelivereditsreplytothetheJapaneseproposalssituation,andatthesametimetomakethemcompatiblewithNetherlandsEastIndies'policies, enceexistedbetweentwocountries.SpecialprivilegesforJapaneseinterestsinthethe 



ernment which stressed nondiscrimination against friendly foreign powers. Since they were

resources and the reserve labor market of this area to the subjects of the Dutch kingdom. There-
fore, the relations between the Netherlands and foreign countries for the duration of the war
must necessarily be affected by subjection of trade to certain unavoidable restrictions in order

permits could be granted to foreigners only if the vacancies could not be filled by Netherlands'
subjects.

mission of Japanese nationals could not be guaranteed according to the quota asked in the
Japanese memorandum. According to the Dutch, not only would this constitute an inadmis-
sable discrimination against other foreign countries, but it would also impair the interests of

extended to others than Japanese living in the East Indies. 1049

(b) Restriction of Certain Enterprises to Dutch.

If the establishment of any enterprises by foreigners constituted a fitting contribution to the
economic development of the country, no objection would be made by the Netherlands' govern-

the exploration and exploitation of mineral oil products, fisheries, mining, and other commer-
cial businesses, for Dutch subjects. Industrial education of the rural masses was already one of

the competition of powerful foreign firms. 1050(c)Nofor
Referring to the Japanese proposals for the improvement of traffic conneCtions between the

Netherlands East Indies and Japan by air lines to Bangkok, Saigon, and other places, the
Netherlands' government expressed a willingness to cooperate, though pointing out that

nications, the Netherlands could see no reason for the duplication of their already established
telegraphic system by expensive submarine cables. 1051(d)Noof

In regard to coastal navigation around the Netherlands East Indies, the Dutch made it
clear that although special privileges had already been granted to certain vessels, including

activity. However, for the maintenance of Dutch enterprises, coastal shipping privileges would
be granted within certain limitations. 1052

IO"ll, Ibid.

IO50ll, Ibid.

IO5Ill, Ibid.
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capabledevelopingeconomiclifeandresources,peoplesNetherlandsarchipelagohadlittledesireweakentheirtheirownowneconomybytooliberaladmittanceforeigninterests.Inviewofofofofcertainconditionsitwasabsolutelynecessarytotoopenupthethethethe topromotewareffort,notonlyNetherlandsEastIndies,butalsoofofDutchkingdomanditsallies.Consequently,thethethetheJapanesegovernmentshouldunderstandthatlabor Whileanexpeditioushandlingofsuchapplicationsforlaborpermitswasassured,thead-ownworkers.FavorableconsiderationwaspromisedJapan'srequestthatdoctorspermittedtocareforforJapaneseJapaneseresidents,buttheirtheirmedicalpracticecouldnotbebe ment.However,itwasnecessarytoreservethemoreimportantbranchesofindustry,including mainproblemsofthetheNetherlands'governmentwithoutfurthercomplicationsarisingfrom futuredevelopmentairtransportationwasuncertain.Astoimprovementofof

radiocommu-Japaneseships,itwasthegeneralpolicytopreventanyforeignshipsfromcarryingonsuch 

NeedCables.ExpansionCoastalNavigation. 



import and export situation. Furthermore, in order to prevent their exports from providing

Consequently, no definite quota for any of their commodities for an extended period of time

that abrupt changes in the Netherlands Indies commercial policy would be avoided.

commitments during the next twelve months, the Netherlands' government was prepared to

and terms of delivery could meet competition from other countries, Japan would be allowed

to send imports to the East Indies.l053

Netherlands officials believed that the position of the Japanese importers had been satisfac-

torily settled. Appreciating the difficulty of the Japanese government in adjusting its internal
economic policy on the basis of uncertain trade importations, the Netherlands' government
expressly stated its export regulations for the year 1941.1054

(f) Netherlands Proposals.

known to exist not only in the Japanese Empire but also in adjacent regions, Tokyo was to

import Javanese sugar at the rate of 150,000 tons a year for the remaining months of 1941.

shipment of coffee, was to be established at a definite rate for the same period or time.forof
274. Japanese Negotiators Recommend Acceptance of Dutch Proposals.

the Japanese Consul in Batavia, on June 7, 1941, suggested the acceptance of the Dutch
proposals since they were the best that Japan could hope to get, though the Dutch had not
agreed to Japanese demands concerning oil, rubber, and bauxite. 1056

Netherlands East Indies, and Tokyo's representatives on June 10, 1941, the Japanese
Minister discovered that the intentions of the Dutch officials were considerably more liberal
and elastic than the document of the Netherlands' reply had indicated. 1057 However, on

June 12, 1941, Tokyo informed its diplomats throughout the world that the Dutch had definitely

Germany.1058

lOS3II,Ibid.
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR(e)DutchRestrictionsonImportsIntotheIndiesandExportstoJapan. 
Variousscheduleswereestablishedtheexportationotheressentialrawmaterials.1055 

SincegreatmarketofNetherlandsEastIndiesdependentupontrademanycountries,itwaswasnecessarythatDutchthemselvesmadeadjustmentswithwithregardtothethethethe enemywithmaterialsofstrategicvalue,thetheNetherlandsmustimposecertainrestrictions. couldbeguaranteedtoaforeigncountry.Nevertheless,theJapanesegovernmentwasassured Thoughunsettledcircumstancesmadeitalmostimpossibletoestablishanytrade issuepermitsforexportationofgoodsduringnextsixmonths.Aslongasthethetheprices Onbasisofso-calledHoogstraten-IshizawaandthethethevanMook-Kotaniagreements, TheNetherlandsmadeseveralproposalstotheJapanese.Becauseashortageofsugarwas TheamountofebonyimportedintoJapanfromNetherlandsEastIndies,wellasasthethe AtsametimethatNetherlands'replythethetheJapaneseproposalswassenttotoTokyo, AtaconferencebetweenMr.HubertusvanMook,

DirectorofEconomicAffairsinthe rejectedJapan'sproposals,andhadrefusedexportrawmaterialsdesiredbythetheJapanese.Furthermore,theythreatenedcutoffallallexports,ifJapanreshippedthemtototo 



275. Japanese Security Precautions for Diplomatic Codes.

Japan began early in June 1941 to safeguard its state secrets in regard to the Netherlands

returned a safe to Japan, it was examined by Dutch officials; and as a result, the Japanese
Consul in Batavia asserted on June 7, 1941 that there was little prospect of sending secret
documents to. Japan without insp~ction by the Netherlands' government. 1059

suggested that reports be exchanged verbally as much as possible, rather than by telegram,s.

coming into the Netherlands Indies be members of the Foreign Office.

handling of messages for military attaches, on June 28, 1941, Tokyo ordered that a caption wordAorMasitsbeasa
Nomoto, who was carrying with him secret documents and cipher machines for both

Batavia and Singapore, would have to be passed through the .customs. Mr. Ishizawa had al-

ready informed Tokyo that baggage could be passed through without examination, providedOn4,a
care of the current ones. 1063

and more secret system. 1064

276. Japan Discriminates A~ainst Dutch Firms.

Meanwhile, in Tokyo, agreements with Dutch business interests were reached as of June 5,andof
dise Export Guild. In order to insure the Guild's participation and concurrence in Japanese

Dutch business establishments in Japan, though other Japanese export guilds would probablyjointheofthe
1941, as a result of Tokyo's intercession, the Dutch received better treatment from the guilds. 1066

277. Japanese Business Methods in the East Indies.

Tokyo was informed on June 9, 1941 that branches of the Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Nomura, Iwai,
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Indiesbyadoptingnewsecurityprecautions.WhentheJapaneseConsulinSoerabaya Toensuresafecommunicationswiththehomeoffice,theJapaneseMinisterinBatavia ToavoiddifficultieswithDutchofficials,hewasparticularlyinsistentthatofficialcouriers 1060Toexpeditethespecialincludingsecondandfifthlettersuseddesignator.1061
OnJuly10,1941,ForeignMinisterMatsuokanotifiedBataviathatacourier,Mr.Zokuofficialsealswereattached.l062August1941,Tokyosentoutcircularcoveringthedestructionofobsoletecodesandthe

Duringthismonth,theexistingcodewasalsotobereplacedbyanew1941,negotiationswerebegunwiththeleaderstheJapan-SouthSeasGeneralMerchan
tradenegotiations,itwasstipulatedthatitsbranchesinJapanshouldnotbeassessedbytheFinanceMinistry,asweretheDutchfirms.TheJapaneseanticipatedthatthiswoulddissatisfy agreementbecausenewconditions.1065

OnpreviousoccasionsJapaneseguildshadrefusedtoadmitDutchfirms,butinlateJune andKashocompaniesinBataviahadmadecompetitiveoffersforJuneloadingsofrubber,andimmediatecounteractionwassuggested.1067 



Three members of a large Japanese banking and investment corporation had gone to the
Netherlands East Indies to establish a joint stock company dealing with rubber plantations
in Borneo and Soerabaya. Directing the Japanese Minister to obtain another month's stay in
the East Indies for these gentlemen, Tokyo, on June 12, 1941, expressed the hope that they

was Japan striving to control the East Indies' rubber market.106B

278. Japan Foresees the Discontinuance of NeJ;!otiations.

successfully carryon further negotiations, since the reply of the Dutch East Indies' authorities
reserved the right to alter at will the export volume of those materials which the Japanese

regarded as indispensable. Japan asserted that no international agreement could be made on
the basis of such an attitude.

accomplish much more by firmly establishing commercial cooperation with Japan, and in

this way contributing to the peace of the Far East. Claiming to be the economical benefactor
of the Dutch East Indies, Japan insisted that merely out of consideration for the unity of purpose

islands. 1069

279. Japan Plans to Publicize the Discontinuance of Its NeJ;!otiations.

Japanese Minister at Batavia warned his Foreign Office that the result of such unilateral action
would be detrimental to future agreements.1070 Tokyo replied on June 14, 1941 that since the
negotiations had failed, publicity in regard to the matter was solely a responsibility of Tokyo
and was no concern of the Dutch.

promise had been reached regarding the purchase of petroleum, joint communiques issued by

Dutch petroleum interests had advised the public of the quantities involved. Furthermore,

Tokyo stated that the Netherlands Indies, according to authoritative intelligence, had kept the
United States and Great Britain constantly informed regarding every detail during the
discussions.

its ministry in Tokyo both the Japanese proposal of May 14, 1941, and the Netherlands' reply
of June 6, 1941 in plain text. Ion This was very irritating to the Japanese because their code
clerks in Batavia had spent ten hours in enciphering the message which the Dutch had already

procedure, Tokyo thereafter permitted its representatives to send foreign text messages in a
simpler code system or even in plain text. Ion
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wouldaccomplishtheirobjective.BysuchclosesupervisionofJapanesebusinessinterests TokyostatedonJune14,1941thatitwasbecomingimpossibleforthetwocountriesto 

-

AlthoughtheDutchclaimedthattheobjectofitsforeignpolicywasbasedonfurtheringtheprogressandprosperityofitsownpeoples,JapanfeltthattheNetherlandsEastIndiescould existingbetweenthetwocountries,ithadcontributedgenerouslytothedevelopmentofthese BatavianauthoritiesrevealedtotheJapaneseMinisteronJune14,1941thatTokyowasplanningtopublishtheresultsofthenegotiationsbetweenthetwocountrieswithoutfirstinformingthevariousDutchauthoritiesthatadiplomaticrupturewasinevitable.The TheJapanesealsopointedoutthatduringthemeetingsofNovember1940,whenacom-InadditiontheJapanesewereindignantbecausetheNetherlandsEastIndieshadsentto transmittedinplaintext.1072Inviewofthedangerstotheircryptographicsystemsfromthis 



280. Japanese Minister in Batavia Protests Against Tokyo's Procedure.

Japanese Minister Daihyo in Batavia warned Tokyo on June 16, 1941 that if the Japanese

be taken in wording the report lest a bad impression be created, particularly since they were

impression that Japanese public opinion, contrary to the policies of the Japanese government,

time, however, he pointed out that to declare openly that Consul General Ishizawa was to con-

prestige. Therefore, until more natural circumstances permitted, Minister Daihyo suggested

that no revelation of the Japanese desire for further talks with the Dutch be made. While the

be considered separately, since it was but one part of the trade negotiations. 1074281.to
Tokyo replied promptly to Minister Daihyo's protest on June 16, 1941, and requested him to

assure the Dutch East Indies that any further negotiations would not be an attempt to save

infuriate the Japanese people and turn them against the Dutch East Indies. In addition, the
Japanese government wished to avoid giving the world the impression that normal relations

ments that discussions would be continued from time to time with the Dutch. 1075

282. The Netherlands East Indies and Japan Issue a Joint Communique (June 17, 1941).On17,a
and Mr. Hoogstraten which did not change the answer of the Netherlands in any way, a jointwasas

Both the Netherland and the Japanese delegations greatly regret that the economic negotiations, which has beenhastonoItofthetoin
Indies and Japan. 1076

extended conferences, Foreign Minister Matsuoka expressed the opinion on June 18, 1941 that
the Japanese would be able to obtain through ordinary business deals the types of goods that theto

1O74I1, 1070.

1075I1, 1071.

lO76HubertusJ. van Mook-op. cit., p. 122.
1077I1, 1072.
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weretopublishresultsofconferenceswiththethetheDutchgovernment,extremecaremust breakingoffnegotiationswithDutch.TheForeignOfficeinTokyoshouldnotgivethethe wasanywaycontrollingitsactions,sincethiswouldimpairdignityofJapan.Becausetherewere7,000JapaneselivingininNetherlandsEastIndies,MinisterDaihyodesiredtocontinuenormalrelations,atatleastleastwithDutchgovernment.Atthethethethesame tinueafterthethenegotiationsnegotiationshadfailedwouldbeablackmarkagainstJapanese needsofJapandemandedthatthepetroleumquestionbesettledimmediately,itcouldnot JapaneseCabinetfromembarrassment.Bydiscontinuingtalksandrecallingitsrepresentatives,Tokyowasendeavoringtopreventthethetheriseofcircumstanceswhichmight withDutchEastIndieshadbeendisrupted,andthatthethetwocountrieswerenotatswords'points.Therefore,Japanese

ConsulGeneralIshizawawastoindicateinanypublicannounce-Althoughnoagreementhadbeendrawnupbetweenthetwogovernmentsasaresultoftheir consideredunimportant.However,asapoliticalgesturewarnDutchDutchthatJapanneededvitalrawmaterials,representative,Mr.Yoshizawa,urgedGovernorGeneralIndiestotoreconsiderhisstand.Nothingcameofofthis,andthethethethetheJapaneseJapanesenego-

TokyoAccedesMinisterDaihyo'sRequest.
June1941,afterconferencebetweenMr.Yoshizawa,Mr.Ishizawa,Mr.vanMookcommuniqueissuedfollows:conductedbetweenthem,unfortunatelycomesatisfactoryresult.isneedless,however,toaddthatthediscontinuationpresentnegotiationwillleadnochangethenormalrelationsbetweentheNetherlandstiatorswereorderedwithdraw.Ion 



In view of the Japanese need for petroleum, on June 18, 1941 the Chief of the Japanese Fuel

directed Mr. Ito to obtain fulfillment of oil contracts which had already been made by the
Dutch.

Mr. Matsuoka promised that Japan would not make any direct demands for future oil pur-
chases or for the development of oil fields in the East Indies.l078 But on June 21, 1941, the
Japanese Consul General was instructed by Tokyo to protest immediately to the Dutch au-
thorities against the concentration of Dutch oil products and transportation in British hands. 1079

June 1941, the Japanese desired to keep their commercial representatives in Batavia so as to be
able to renew negotiations for oil rights with the Dutch. Problems other than oil rights, accord-

time being. 1080

tavia. Mr. Hatanaka felt that because the negotiations had been discontinued, the acquisition
of raw materials could be handled by the local branch of Mitsui, and Mr. Ito could return to

main until the affair could be finished.l081 But on June 22, 1941, Mr. Ito reported that he was
returning to Tokyo since he could do nothing more concerning the petroleum question. 1082

in the East Indies, had explained that the negotiators had no authority to enter discussions
pertaining to other matters of trade. Thus, questions regarding the shipment of fuel would come
as usual under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Mines and would be discussed by competent

vested of the authority to deal with such matters because of the political aspects involved.
Regardless of whatever point of view the Japanese might take concerning future acquisition of
rights and interests, Mr. van Mook insisted that present agreements were impossible. 1083

Minister that his government had no intention of abrogating the existing oil agreement; nor

did he believe that the Dutch oil company would refuse to sell the product. Regarding this

which payment had already been made. Assuring the Japanese Minister that the company
was undoubtedly discussing the provisions which called for payment in dollars, the Dutch
official stated that Mr. van Mook and representatives of the oil company were to confer on the
following day. Although company officials would be heard before any decision were made, it
was hoped that an agreement, satisfactory to all parties, would be coEcluded.l085
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR283.Japan'sUrgentNeedforPetroleumandTin.
Bureaurequestedhispetroleumrepresentative,Mr.Ito,toremaininBataviaevenafterotherdelegateshadreturnedhome.Sincetheinternationalsituationwasextremelydelicate,he Totakeadvantageanypossiblediplomaticchangeafterthebreakdownofofnegotiationsin ingChiefofJapaneseFuelBureau,weretotobegivensecondaryconsiderationsforthethethe AdifferenceofopinionaroseonJune19,betweentwoJapaneserepresentativesinBa-Tokyo,leavingHatanakacarryonalone.Onotherhand,Mr.Mr.ItobelievedthatDutchwerejustaboutacceptthethetheJapaneseseparateproposalandwished,therefore,tototore-Byvirtuerupturenegotiations,Mr.vanMook,thethetheDirectorofofofEconomicAffairs industrialists.However,Mr.vanMookpointedoutthatatpresenttheBureauhadbeendi-ThewithdrawalSaito,fuelnegotiator,aafewweeksattestedtobeliefauthoritiesthatdecision

wasirrevocable.l084Nevertheless,sometimelaterlateronJuly30,1941,ChiefofofofNetherlandsEastIndiesTradeBureauassuredthethethethetheJapaneseJapaneseJapanese latterpoint,Japaneseofficialstatedthatcompanywasdelayingthethetheloadingofoilfor 



Batavia in the face of the Dutch refusal to deal with them, probably had much to do with their
return. 1088

shi Company had previously obtained a year's contract to export 3,000 tons of tin from the

even after the negotiations had been broken off, the Japanese were hopeful that the Dutch
might change their uncompromising attitude concerning tin and manganese. 1089

284. The Netherlands Indies Reduces Shippin~ to Japan.

Mr. Ishizawa reported on June 21, 1941 that the Dutch were cutting down on all shipping to
Japan in an attempt to apply a wartime embargo act. Instructions had been issued by the
Finance Minister to limit material sent to Japan to 20,000 tons per month. According to the
Japanese, this reduction of shipping was connected with Netherlands national defense and had

the reasons for it.1O9OIn order to conceal Japanese purchases in the East Indies, on June 21, 1941

Mr. Ishizawa suggested that all telegrams regarding such matters be sent secretly to him in
Batavia. 1091

285. Japan Suspects American Support of Netherlands Indies.

East Indies was greatly affected by the position of the United States in regard to the Japanese

indicated that the United States, at first, had brought pressure to bear upon the Netherlands
East Indies in a scheme to obtain an excellent bargaining position, so as to force Japan into
neutrality, if the United States went to war.

Later, however, the United States, with Great Britain, had made the Netherlands East Indies

part of a defensive line that included the Philippines, China and Thailand, and~ thus, by co-
operative encirclement, had attempted to force Japan to accept its material aid. Because of
this action, according to Ambassador Horikiri's version of the report, the Netherlanders be-still
announced by a Japanese report of July 17, 1941, which also indicated that an American air
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AsaresultIto'sreport,1086ChiefFuelSection,expressinghisappreciationfortheirdifficultexperiences,directedbothItoandMr.Mr.Mr.Hatanakatoreturnhome.1O87AreportfromMinisterDaihyo,whichstressedthethethefutilityofofofkeepingJapaneseoilnegotiatorsin TheJapanesewereconcernedaboutothervitalmaterialswellasasoil.ThoughtheMitsubi-NetherlandsEastIndies,theDutchhadreducedthatamounttoamere2,300tons.However, beenorderedbyDutchshippingauthoritiesinNewYork,andtherefore,itwashardtodiscover BecauseHollandwasonenationsjoinedagainstAxis,becauseitsownfundamentalpolicieswerecloselyakintothoseofofEnglandandandUnitedStates,thethethetheNetherlands "NewOrder"Asia.AsearlyasJune22,1941,accordingJapaneseAmbassadorininRome,anintelligencereport,sentVaticanbythethetheApostolicDelegate

tototoBatavia,hadMilitarycooperationbetweenAmerica,GreatBritain,andtheNetherlandsgovernmentwas basewasbeingbuiltinPapua,NewGuinea.1O93TheJapaneseMinistertoBataviareporteda camemorecertainthatJapanwouldattacktheirterritory.1092 



week later, on July 26, 1941, that if the United States should carry out a general embargo, the

for three days of an area centering on Batavia and Baitenzorugu in preparation for any future
air raid, the people of Batavia, as a whole, showed little concern over a possible breach of dipJo-
matic relations with Japan. 1094

286. Reaction of Netherlands Indies to German-Russian War.

Mter war began between Germany and Soviet Russia, the Japanese Consul in Batavia
stated in an interview with Mr. Hoogstraten on June 23, 1941 that now the Dutch could cease
being anxious over the re-exportation to Germany of material purchased in the Indies, and that
they could ship supplies to Japan in an unlimited amount. Still uncertain of the Japanese
position, however, the Dutch were not willing to make agreements on the hypothesis that Japanfullto

According to the Japanese Minister in Batavia, the Dutch believed that the conflict between
Germany and Russia would serve to dissipate Nazi strength, while the fighting power of the
British, aided by the United States, would increase. In answer to the Japanese Consul's state-
ment that Europe would then come under the control of Commissar Stalin instead of Hitler,
Mr. Hoogstraten asserted that Russia had no great ambition in western Europe. Furthermore,
with the destruction of Hitlerism and the cooperation of Great Britain, his mother country,
Holland, could be restored. 1095

toward the Russo-German conflict, he replied that the Tripartite Pact with Germany stipulated
that the relations between the respective treaty powers and Soviet Russia were in no way to be
affected by the alliance; therefore, the present hostilities would have no immediate effect upon
Japan. In spite of the reassurance which the Japanese gave Dutch officials regarding their
neutrality in the European war, the Japanese Minister still feared that the Netherlands East
Indies would become more anti-Japanese and that exports to Japan would be reduced to per-

a definite policy with regard to this situation.1O96

quiries to sound out the effect of such a move upon the Netherlands East Indies. In his report
to Tokyo on July 15, 1941 he announced that if Japan did not commit any direct hostile acts

though further regulation of exports to Japan would be inevitable if a Japanese-Russian war
broke out. Mr. Ishizawa pointed to the friendly attitude of the Netherlanders toward Italian
residents, in spite of Italy's alliance with Germany, as proof that the Japanese would be treated
in the same way. 1097
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landerswouldlendtheirsupportRussia,becausetheywerefightingGermany.

DutchpeoplewereconvincedthatJapanwouldextenditssouthwardmarchincludeSingaporeandNetherlandsEastIndies.Onthetheotherhand,althoughtherewastotobeablackout wouldnotaiditsGermanpartner.OnotherhandJapanesefearedthatthethetheNether-WhentheJapaneseConsulwasquestionedbyMr.HoogstratenregardingJapan'sattitude mitlarge-scaleshipmentstoSovietRussia.HesuggestedthatJapanformulateandmaintain SincetherewasalwaysthepossibilityofJapan'sattackingRussia,Mr.Ishizawamadein-againstNetherlandsIndies,therewaslittlechanceofwarbetweenthethetwocountries,al



287. After Effects of Discontinuance of Japanese-Dutch Negotiations.

ance of the Japanese-Dutch economic negotiations, the Japanese Minister in Batavia, on
June 26, 1941 reported to Tokyo that the atmosphere had become more favorable to Japan and

Company ordered its officials in Batavia to evacuate their families. 1100

the Mitsubishi Company stemmed from the Japanese Foreign Office or was issued independ-

as had been done in this instance, would disturb the Dutch government, would not make it

change its decision, and would only damage Japanese interests by lessening production. 1101

288. Netherlands Indies Resent Japanese Intelligence Activities.

When the second Japanese economic mission had come to the Netherlands East Indies,

Netherlands army had been very disturbed by their arrival, but the Dutch refrained from re-

parted with his associates, on June 27, 1941 Mr. Hoogstraten pointed out that the officers had
been more engrossed in inspecting all parts of the Netherlands Indies than in taking part in
the negotiations, and he requested Mr. Ishizawa to arrange for their departure on a ship leaving
for Japan on July 3, 1941.1102

Tokyo inquired, on July 3, 1941, whether the refusal of the Netherlands Indies to permit a

mit the return of a Japanese Vice Consul was because of his previous activities among the
radical elements of the native population.1I04

Whether the visit of the Japanese army officers had been valuable in securing vital infor-
mation regarding military strength in the East Indies cannot be definitely ascertained, but ittoon
of Serang and on the western tip of Java were known. 1105

Cooperation between the Netherlands East Indies, Australia, England and the United States

stationed in a certain section of Soerabaya and Java, as well as British and Australian army

that at other points on the island, allied officers acted as instructors or liaison officers.1106
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TendaysafterthepublicationofthejointcommuniquewhichannouncedthediscontinuthatJapaneseresidentsintheEastIndieswerenotmuchperturbed.1O9BHowever,theJapanese-
DutchSocietywastobeclosedinlateJuly1941,1099andaboutJuly15,1941theMitsubishi Asaresultofthisprospectiveexodus,theJapaneseMinisterinquiredwhethertheorderof ently.Inaddition,theMitsubishirepresentativeinformedhishomeofficethatgeneralconditionswerecalmintheEastIndies,andforthisreasonJapanesefamiliesdidnotdesiretoreturntoJapan.Healsopointedoutthatthesendingofevacuationordersinplainlanguage, ColonelsMaedaandOga,andLt.Col.IshiioftheJapanesearmyhadaccompaniedit.The fusingthemadmittancetoavoidaffrontingJapan.However,afterMinisterYoshizawade-certainJapanesenavalofficertoreturnwasbasedontheundesirabilityoftheofficeroronageneralpolicyofnotacceptingJapaneselanguageofficers.1I03The'refusaloftheDutchtoper-wasknownthattheactivitiesofJapanesespiesinthatareawereattainingsomemeasureof

success.AccordingonespyreportJuly18,1941,detailsofairfieldssouthofBatavia,west
wasnotedinaJapanesemessagefromBataviaonJuly18,1941.UnitedStatesnavalofficers officersinBandonandBatavia,wereconductingmilitarytrainingatthistime.Itwassuspected 



In order to direct the military efforts of the Dutch Indies, Sir Robert Brooke-Popham, the
British Commander in Chief of the Far East forces, and a United States Naval aviation officer,

some time before July 23, 1941.1107

289. The Netherlands East Indies Reduces Exports to Japan.

Though business conditions appeared to be normal,l1O8 cancellation or postponement of ex-

oil, kapok, tannin, scrap iron, rubber and kopra among the products affected by the reduction
of exports to Japan, Japanese representatives in Batavia insisted in mid-July 1941 that the
Dutch had failed to carry out their contracts since in the case of all vital products, almost half
the quantity ordered had been stopped. 1109

mitments.1110 Hoping to receive as much as possible, Tokyo directed on July 18, 1941 that all
articles already contracted for were to be exported immediately, aboard the Nichiran Maruandtheto
290. Dutch Reprisals Against Japanese Communications.

carry out reprisals if Tokyo decreed that only English or Japanese could be spoken in telephone

the Japanese language over its international telephone wires. The Dutch put the order prohibit-
ing the use of the Japanese language into effect on July 29, 1941, and Tokyo hastened to nego-
tiate with Batavia immediately in an attempt to have it retracted. 1112

29]. Japan Allays Dutch Fears Concerning a J apanese- British War.

According to a statement made on July 26, 1941 by Mr. Utuheren of the Dutch Immigration
Office, the occupation of southern French Indo-China by Japan had damaged Japanese rela-
tions with England and the United States, and if war broke out between the Japanese and the
English, there was little doubt that the Netherlands East Indies would fight on the side of Eng-

necessary French Indo-Chinese goods. Though asserting that if Japan had not acted imme-
diately, British economic and military influence would have dominated French Indo-China,
the Japanese Minister expressed the opinion that the possibility of war between Japan and
England was remote.

Certain Netherlands Indies' officials were also convinced that Great Britain and Japan would

not war over the French Indo-China issue, but they considered the concentration of Japanese
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THE"MAGIC"BACKGROUNDOFPEARLHARBOR 
Normer,aswellasoneofficereachfromtheAustralianarmyandnavy,arrivedinthatvicinity portswhichhadalreadybeenagreedtobytheDutchdrewprotestsfromTokyo.Listingpalm TheDutchauthoritiespromisedtoreconsidertheirdecisioninviewofthesepreviouscom-

ChirubutoMaruwhichhadbeenassignedtheNetherlandsEastIndies.1111
AroundJuly26,1941TokyowasinformedthattheNetherlandsEastIndiesthreatenedto conversationstotheEastIndies.TheNetherlandsgovernmentinturnwouldforbidtheuseof land.TheJapaneseMinisterrepliedthattheUnitedStatesandEnglandhadbeenincreasingtheirassistancetoChina,andthattheChinese,inturn,werehinderingJapanfromprocuring 



forces in the southern part of French IDdo-China to be a potential threat toward the Netherlands

Netherlands Indies was giving deep consideration to its official attitude regarding the Japanese
occupation of French Indo-China. 1113

292. Japan Releases a Confiscated Cargo.

In an attempt to checkmate any movement of war materials to the Chungking government,

in the early part of July 1941 the Japanese in Shanghai had held up and investigated a ship
with a cargo of machinery purchased by the Dutch. This occasioned a protest from the Nether-

the Dutch Commerce Bureau Chief, had then requested that the machinery be handed over
immediately to the Netherlanders. 1114

According to the Japanese, the exportation had been illegal, since no permit had been ob-

tion was in alliance with the Chungking regime. However, since Japan had no wish to incur

the hostility of such an important trading country as the Netherlands East Indies, and because
Japanese enterprises in the area were too valuable to be endangered by retaliation for one ship-
ment ofgoods,Tokyo decided against confiscating this machinery. 1116whonottotheinto
293. The Netherlands Indies Freezes Japanese Funds.

had suspended monetary and economic intercourse with Japan. After much hurried activity,

the Netherlands Indies was able to issue measures, on July 28, 1941, which suspended the
monetary agreement and all monetary transactions with Japan, applied the Export Licensing

subjected all banks to a system of permits affecting monetary or credit transactions with

Japanese subjects. 1119

294. Economic Cooperation of the Netherlands Indies With England and the United States.

The Japanese Minister in Batavia reported to Tokyo on July 28, 1941 that despite some lax-
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Indies.AmeetingofimportantofficialsatGovernor'smansionmadeitapparentthatthethe landsEastIndiesandGreatBritain.Stressingimportanceofthethematter,Mr.Hoogstraten, tainedfrompropermilitaryauthorities,1115andinaddition,vesselhadactedcontrarytoordersofthethethetheJapanesewaterpolice.Furthermore,abankconnectedwiththistransac-OnJuly25,1941director,Mr.vanMookwasinformedthatmachineryreleasedandheexpressedhisappreciationtoJapaneseauthorities.1117ApromiseofincreasedtradehadhadpreviouslybeenbeenmadebythethetheNetherlandsNetherlandsIndies'Indies'authorities TheNetherlandsIndieslearnedonJuly26,1941thattheUnitedStatesandGreatBritain LawallexportstototheJapaneseEmpire,Manchuria,occupiedChina,Indo-China,andand nessenforcingsanctions,NetherlandsEastIndieswascooperatingwithEnglandandthetheUnitedStatesinineconomiceconomicwarfare

againstJapan.Furthermore,Mr.vanMook 

agreedtransfermachineryquestionChungking.1118 



asserted that if the Japanese continued their aggression, the Indies might conclude a milItary
alliance with the United States and England. Nevertheless, the Japanese Minister believed
that the Netherlands Indies was anxious to avert an attack by Japan.1l20

Since the betterment of Japanese-Dutch relations was a matter of extreme urgency, Mr.

plain Japan's southward sweep into French Indo-China, Mr. Ishizawa stated that its purpose

ing because Japan had established military bases there.

Indies viewed Japanese army, naval, and air bases in the southern part of French Indo-China

that the Dutch had boasted of the firm establishment of an American-British-Chinese-Dutch

joint front, and in view of the strong defense which the Dutch had attained by these alliances,
Japan could not understand their fear of Axis strength.

military supplies to Japan were necessary for the defense of the Netherlands Indies. Mr.

essential materials. 1121

After his conversation with Mr. Hoogstraten on July 30, 1941, the Japanese Minister in Bata-
via declared emphatically that as long as Japanese forces remained in French Indo-China,
the Netherlands Indies would treat Japan as an enemy. In order to combat the punitive trade
embargoes imposed by the Dutch, he suggested certain Japanese counter-measures. Although
the freezing order regarding Japan's assets had thus far been strictly enforced, the Japanese
Minister felt that since the Netherlanders were also being greatly inconvenienced by it, nego-
tiations between Mr. Imagawa of the Specie Bank, and officials of the Administrative Bureau
and the Java Bank might produce a favorable solution. In the meantime, however, trade be-

measures should be initiated against the Netherlands East Indies.1l22

295. Japan Retaliates by Freezing Netherlands Assets.

straten and the Japanese Minister at Batavia discussed various points connected with the

the exportation of not only goods which had been paid for, but also goods under contract, since
their title had been transferred to the Netherlands East Indies. If, as a result of the freezing
order, the Dutch merchants lost the entire stock of goods purchased from Japan, Mr. Hoog-
straten warned that the Netherlands East Indies would use the frozen Japanese funds as col-
lateral for the twelve million guilders involved. 1123

Replying that Japan did not intend to prevent shipment of goods which had been already
purchased, the Japanese Minister stated that his country was at present experimenting with
the first export embargo it had ever imposed. Furthermore, he insisted that the Netherlands'
government had no justification for taking any retaliatory measures against Japan.
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HoogstratenandMr.IshizawametonJuly30,toseekasolutionoftheproblem.Toex-tocooperatewithgovernmentFranceinfacilitatingthethedefenseofofterritory.However,Mr.HoogstratenassumedthatthatJapan'santagonismtowardhiscountrywaswasincreas-InspiteofJapaneseproteststhatnoulteriormotiveswereinvolved,theNetherlandsEast asathreattoherterritorialintegrity.AtthispointIshizawaremindedMr.Mr.Hoogstraten InspitetheJapaneseMinister'sremarks,Mr.Hoogstrateninsistedthatcurtailmentsofof IshizawathenadvisedMr.HoogstratenthatJapanwouldfindothermeansofobtainingthese tweenthetwocountrieswasbecomingmorerestricted,andMr.Ishizawafeltthatdecisive InretaliationforeconomicmeasureswhichDutchhadtakenagainstJapanese,TokyofrozeNetherlandsassetsthroughoutthethethetheJapaneseEmpire.OnJuly30,1941,Mr.Hoogfreezingorders

ofbothcountries.TheDutchofficialclaimedthattheJapaneseshouldpermit 



goods from Japan, not only would certain Japanese funds be released, but sugar and similar
products would also be shipped from the Netherlands Indies to Japan. However, because the
Japanese occupation of the southern part of French Indo-China constituted a direct threat to

the Indies, a comparatively strict limitation would still be observed on the exportation of pe-
troleum and other war materials in which the Japanese Minister was particularly interested.

ment had no intention of permitting the oil companies to export the undelivered portion of the
oil under contract. 1124

Since the Japanese Minister in Batavia felt that the Netherlands East Indies would still

continue to tighten restrictions on exported commodities to Japan, he again suggested on
August 1, 1941 that strict counter-measures be taken. Knowing that an embargo against food
supplies, such as salt-fish from French Indo-China, would give rise to a serious problem for
the Netherlands Indies, the Japanese planned to prevent this and other essential items from
reaching the East Indies. 1125

cessions, according to a report to Tokyo on August 2, 1941, for the Netherlands Indies granted

constant stream of applicants for passage aboard ships bound for Japan, the South Seas
Shipping Company considered dispensing with cargoes until Japanese nationals could be
evacuated. 1127296.
associations had advised Japanese residents owning firmly established enterprises to remain

to advise many of them to return home since in the event that improvement in Japanese-
Dutch relations became impossible, a disorderly evacuation would disgrace Japan. Judging

that all Japanese subjects acquainted with the situation in the Netherlands Indies and able
to speak the Malayan language would be of great value to the military authorities, and should,
therefore, return to Japan and register immediately. 1128

297. East Indian Merchants Purchase Japanese Stocks.

Upon hearing rumors that the government of the Netherlands Indies would freeze Japanese
funds, Chinese and Arabian merchants in the East Indies realized that Japanese merchants
would encounter difficulties in future importations and would be interested, therefore, in cash

""II, Ibid.
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HoogstratenassuredMr.Mr.IshizawathatifDutchmerchantswerepermittedtoshiptheir Regardingabrogationofthethepetroleumagreement,Mr.Hoogstratenstatedthathisgovern-FurtherdiscussionbytheJapaneseMinisterwithMr.Hoogstratenfinallywonsomecon-permissionforoneshipmentrubber,tin,andilmonite.1126Nevertheless,duringfirstfewdaysAugust1941,growinganxietywasevidentamongJapaneseresidents.Becauseofofofthethe Onpreviousoccasions,atdirectionMinister,thethetheleadersofofJapaneseJapanese intheNetherlandsIndiesandcontinuetheirbusiness.OnJuly31,1941,however,heplanned fromrecenttrends,andbecausethedangerofofarrestforJapaneseresidents,itwasalsofelt 

JapaneseNationalsAreEvacuatedFromTheNetherlandsIndies. 



transactions. These traders attempted to buy up all the articles which Japanese firms had on

ment, fearing the increased prices that would result from such reckless buying, prohibited

would cause more trouble to the Dutch themselves than to Japan. 1129

298. Japan is Urged to Further Retaliation Against the Dutch.

East Indies was concerned about food for the Dutch residents in Japan, and about the ship-
ment of goods out of Japan which had been contracted and paid for by Netherlands Indies'
merchants. Although Tokyo had so far been indecisive concerning these questions, Dutch
firms nevertheless placed considerable reliance on the influence of Mr. Ishizawa.

order, Mr. Ishizawa suggested again that Japan retaliate immediately when any actions con-on3,
specific instructions, a general embargo might be imposed by the Dutch with the result that

Japan would be prevented from obtaining even those materials which were procurable. Such
action on the part ofthe Dutch would possibly freeze Japanese assets indefinitely.1131

299. Japan Plans to Convert Its Frozen Funds.

Mr. Ishizawa again urged Tokyo on August 4, 1941 to buy materials from the Netherlands

East Indies with Japanese funds available in Batavia. Since the attitude of the Dutch au-

thorities had grown more hostile toward Japan because of the occupation of French Indo-China

and the Japanese threat of moving into Thailand, he reiterated that speedy measures should
be taken to procure the immediate export of vital materials.1132 In view of the fact that the
Japanese retaliatory order froze both the funds and the assets of the Netherlands, Mr. Ishizawa

guilder funds be released without delay to be applied as payment for exports to Japan. Further-theto
no bearing on individual cases, nevertheless, on August 4, 1941 the Netherlands government
filed a special request for the transfer of 500,000 yen to the managers of the guild's branches in
Japan. In order to preclude the Dutch from retaliating against Japanese banks in the Nether-
lands Indies, Mr. Ishizawa advised Tokyo to comply with their wishes regarding this transfer.
Thus, in the future, when Japan was attempting the conversion of her frozen funds into
exportable goods, such action would furnish a precedent for the Netherlands officials. 1134

1I29II, 1120.

113°II, 1121.

1131II,1122.
1132II,Ibid.

1133II,1123.

""II, 1124.
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therefore,August1941thatdecisionsreachedbytheForeignOfficeconcerningsuchaction 
Netherlandsmeasure,wasfreezeonlythefunds,nottheassets,oftheothercountry.1133 

hand,andinthiswayobtainedamonopolyonmanymaterials.TheNetherlandsIndies'govern-transferwovenknittedgoods,fabricatedmaterialsarticles.AlthoughtheserestrictionsweredesignatedtocurbtransactionsofofChineseotherothermerchants,JapaneseMinisterfeltthatinflationwasnowanimminentdangerinthethethethetheEastIndies,andandandand OnAugust3,1941JapaneseMinisterinBataviareportedtoTokyothatthetheNetherlands BelievingthatJapan'sdelaywasresponsibleforissuanceofthetheNetherlandsfreezing trarytohernationalwell-beingwereundertakenbytheNetherlandsIndies.Herequested,bewiredtohimwithoutanydelay.113OFurthermore,iftimewerewastedwhilehewaitedfor expectedDutchtotakeevenmoredrasticstepsinreturn.Hesuggested,therefore,thatthethe more,TokyowasrequestedtoinformAmbassadorPabstthattheJapaneseorderwellasas Although

thefreezingregulationsofbothcountrieswerecomprehensivemeasures,having 



PART C-JAPANESE DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUTTHEWORLD

(k) Japanese- Thaiese Relations.

300. Japanese Intelligence Reports on Thailand.

OnMay23,1941TokyowasInformedthatChineseresidentsinThailandwerestillpro-

American and pro-British. For this reason, Mr. Shunsuke Asada, a Japanese Consul General

in Bangkok, and the first secretary of the Japanese Legation in Thailand, advised Tokyo to
sendmenactingasbusinessagents,ratherthanrepresentativesfromtheNankinggovernment,onatourofinspectiontowinovertheThaiese.1135
301. Japan Attempts to Acquire Most of Thailand's Exports.

Since Japan was interested in Thailand's resources, reports in connection with Japan's

prospectsforacquiringvariousThaieseminesweresenttoTokyo.1136OnJune6,1941Mr.

Asada suggested that inactive rice refineries belonging to Chinese operators be purchased with
the view of forming a guild to secure a comprehensive export permit. This would be a means of

reconcilingtheChinesedealersinThailandwhowouldbeallowedtodobusinesswithChinese

within Japanese occupied territories. 1137

Foreign Minister Matsuoka on June 9, 1941 inquired as to Thailand's views concerning the
subsidizingbyJapanofajointly-managed~Thai-Japanesecompanywhichwouldensure

regular uninterrupted shipments of tin to Japan. 1138Mr.Matsuokawasalsomaneuvering
to obtain most of the tin ore mined in Thailand, and, with this in view, was attempting to

purchase a two-months' prospecting contract, with an arrangement that all the tin ore mined

during that time would be sent to Japan. 1139

SinceitwasnecessarythatJapanobtainguaranteesforthreestaples,tungsten,tin,and

rubber, Mr. Asada suggested on June 6, 1941 that the Mitsui organization, which was currently
negotiatingforthepurchaseoftinminesinThailand,beencouragedbytheForeignOfficeto

obtain an option for these mines.114o

302. Japan Sends Oil Experts to Thailand in Guise of Diplomats.

ToinvestigatethecurrentconsumptionofpetroleuminThailand,amemberoftheJapaneseGovernmentPlanningBoard,JuroSuzuki,andanofficialoftheFuelBureau,YosioYosida,weresentinearlyJune,1941toBangkokwiththeofficialtitlesofForeignOfficeSecretaryandGeneralAffairsOfficial.ThesemenwerealsotoinstructsecretlyotherJapaneseinthemethodsofpetroleumconsumption.However,JapanwasuncertainastoThailand'sreceptionofits

"experts" and directed Mr. Yasusato Futami, Japanese Minister to Thailand, to sound out
Thaiese officials in this matter. 1141

""II, 1125.
1136I1, 1126.

1137I1, 1127.

llO6I1, 1128.

113"II, 1129.

""'II, 1130-1131.
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303. Japanese-Thaiese Petroleum Negotiations.

needed by Thailand, but declared that in the future Japan would demand the entire amount

of Thaiese rubber and tin. Japan would agree to British-Thailand petroleum negotiations only

of 15,000 tons of tin ore a year. It was Japan's intention at this time to secure forty per cent of

supplied by Japan for the month of June, 1941 would be decided later in view of the British-
Thaiese negotiations. 1142

304.

It was confidentially reported to Tokyo on June 6, 1941 that Great Britain had decided to
furnish 6,000 tons of petroleum to Thailand.1143 However, since business was suspended at

reloaded. 1144

Despite a Japanese decision that all matters pertaining to the supplying of petroleum to
Thailand should be under the jurisdiction of the Foreign Office, Mr. Matsuoka informed
Minister Futami that Thailand had submitted a request to the Japanese navy for 12,000 tons

mitted to the Foreign Office, would not be considered by Japan. 1145

305. Japan Mediates a Thailand-French Indo-China Dispute.

In January, 1941 Japan had offered to mediate hostilities between Thailand and French

territory in French Indo-China, including the districts of Paklay and Bassac, and a large partoftobe
During the negotiations for the ratification of the treaty, Japan asked on June 13, 1941 thattoto

begin,1147 since Thailand was anxious to have the ratification take place by June 27, 1941 at
the very latest.1148 The mediation treaty was to be presented to the Japanese Privy Council in
Tokyo on June 18, 1941. Eventually, the Thailand-French Indo-China treaty was signed on
June 21, 1941 and the exchange of official documents was scheduled to take place on July 1,
1941.1149

1142II, 1130-1131.

1143II, 1133.

1144II, 1134.

1145II, 1135.

1146II, 1136.

1147II, 1137.

1148II, 1138.
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Cambodia,whichweredemilitarized.ThaieseTradeBureau,JapanassisttheForeignOffice.1146AssoonasMr.AndreRoban, 

Asforpetroleum,onJune6,ForeignMinisterMatsuokaagreedtosupplytheamount thesewereonasmallscale,andififThailandwouldfurnishJapanwithmuchasaspossible Thailand'stinproduction,andeventuallytheentireoutput.Theamountofpetroleumtobe BritainSuppliesOiltoThailand. thistime,BritishsupplywouldbeacceptedbythetheAsiaPetroleumCompanyandlater ofcrudeoil.TheThaiesegovernmentwastobeadvisedthatsuchrequests,whennotsubIndo-Chinaconcerningcessationborderterritories,whichThailandhaddemanded.Afterseveralprolongationsthethearmistice,anagreementsignedinTokyoonMarch11,1941,lateratreatyandandtwoprotocolsweredrafted.Francewaswastocedesome25,000milesofofof LuangSongramPibul,PrimeMinisterThailand,sendNaiPananowWanitto,Chiefofofthethe

PlenipotentiaryinFrenchFrenchIndo-China,returnedhispost,proceedingsweretoto 



306: Thailand Desires Continuation of Japanese Pressure on French Indo-China.

place, Minister Pibul of Thailand had remarked that he would like to ascertain the Japanese
attitude toward French Indo-China. Though he had assured the Prime Minister that there
would be no change in the future policy of the Japanese government, the Japanese Minister

French Indo-China, and especially in its independent attitude toward Britain. However, on

July 11, 1941 Mr. Futami informed Tokyo that the Prime Minister of Thailand, in a conversa-

tion with the Italian Minister, had raised a question as to why Japan did not advance to the
north, since the pressure on the south had been alleviated. 1150

307. Details of Japanese-Thaiese Agreement.

Mr. Futami also reported that both Ambassador Hajime Matsumiya's proposal regarding

political and economical cooperation between Japan and Thailand, and the understanding

Wanitto, Acting Minister of Finance of Thailand, urged that economic problems be submitted

for consideration by the various firms engaged in the business concerned. However, politicalstilltobeofNai
308. Japanese Interest in Survey of Thailand's Border.On20,of
Japanese representation in the groups, Mr. Futami asked for a declaration of policy in order that
he might negotiate the matter with the Thaiese government. 1152

309. Japanese Propaganda Activities in Thailand.

Plans were under way to establish a Japanese printing office in Bangkok,1153 and 4,400 baht
(Thaiese monetary unit) had been appropriated from secret intelligence funds for purchasing the
Bangkok Chronicle.
viewed with suspicion by Minister Futami in a report of July 3, 1941, since the Japanese Minister
felt that the editor was making the trip to collect information for the local British Minister from

questionable, Minister Futami advised that great c~re should be exercised. 1155Astothetheit
means and methods of controlling the news in the paper as well as supervising its editorial
policy. 1156

!15°Il, 1140.

115111, 1141-1142.

ll5211, 1143.

110311, 1144.

115411, 1145-1146.

115511, 1147.

115011, 1148.

206

InaconversationwithMr.FutamiafewdaysbeforetheratificationbytheFrenchtook believedthatMr.PibulstillwasconcernedlestJapanwouldweakeninexertingpressureon betweenItaroMizuno,oftheCommercialAffairsBureauoftheForeignMinistry,andNai

problemsseemedunderthejurisdictionWanitto.1151June1941Mr.FutamiinquiredTokyoregardingtheorganizationbyThailandoffive
scientificgroups,twoofwhichwerebeingformedforlandsurvey,oneformeteorologicalobservation,andtwoforsurveyingtheMekongandMeiRivers.Suggestinganincreasein 1154TheproposedvisitoftheeditoroftheBangkokChronicletoJapanwas whomhehadreceived5,000bahts.Whileadmittingthattheaccuracyofthisreportwas 

purchaseoftheBangkokChronicle,Mr.Futamipointedoutthatthepaperhadonlya
verysmallcirculationandnotmuchinfluenceamongtheThaiese.Asanorganorpropaganda, paper'seffectivenesswasuncertain.Furthermore,wouldbenecessarytostudycarefullythe 



310. British Opposition to Japanese Control of Thailand's Exports.

In a dispatch to Tokyo on June 23, 1941 Mr. Futami revealed that the British had suggested to
Thailand that the amount of rubber to be furnished to Japan should be reduced to 25,000 tons a

year. Although he had no intention of considering this proposal, Prime Minister Pibul had asked
Minister Futami wheth~r the Japanese government could be satisfied with 35,000 tons yearly.

Mr. Wanitto informed the Japanese Minister on June 21,1941 that the British had no objection
to Japan's having up to 2,000 tons of tin ore, to which Mr. Futami had replied that this would not
be half the amount which Japan needed. Reference was also made at this time to the
establishment of tin refining plants, but there was no indication of Thailand's making any
definite proposal. Mr. Wanitto pointed out that, considering the nature of the tin industry in

there would be opposition to a joint Japanese- Thaiese organization.1157 Reports concerning the
purchases of Thailand rubber by Germany, Britain and the United States continued to disturbforits31].ofJ

Referring to previous Japanese-Thaiese economic agreements, Mr. Futami estimated that ac-

cording to the Japanese plan, Japanese products worth 130,000,000 yen would be exported to
Thailand whereas Thailand's exports to Japan would reach the enormous sum of 208,000,000 yen.
In view of this prospective unfavorable balance of trade, the Japanese Minister advised that
Tokyo consider carefully how Japan would pay for all of these products. 1159

312. British-Thaiese Economic Agreement.tonsinbeinnoa
return, the Thailand government agreed not to use for re-exportation any of the petroleum

furnished by Britain.116O Although Britain had requested the Thailand government to withdraw

the currency it now had in America, no definite conclusion had been reached.

313. Japan Fears British Influence in Thailand.

Although at the time of the Wanitto conversations in Tokyo, the Thaiese people had started
celebrations and demonstrations, Minister Futami reported on July 12, 1941 that this excitement
had abated. Because of the resumption of relations with Great Britain, Japan feared that
Thailand would revive her principle of good will for all nations, and as a result, the relations
between Japan and Thailand would suffer a setback. Mr. Futami pointed out that when Mr.
Wanitto had first returned from Tokyo, Thaiese authorities had expected Japan to seize

decreased in size from 38,400 tons to 30,000.1161

ll57II, 1142.

1158II,1149-1151.

1159II,1152.

"""II, 1153.

""'II, 1154.
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ThailandandthefactthattheorewassecuredfromtinminesaffiliatedwithBritishcapital,Tokyowhichdesiredtheseexportsownuse.1158EstimatedValueapanese-ThaieseExports. 

AresumeoftheprospectiveBritish-ThailandagreementwassenttoTokyoonJuly14,1941.TheminimumquantityofrubbertobesenttoEnglandwas18,000tons,andalthoughupto30,000additioncouldsupplied,eventwastotalof48,000tonstobeexceeded.In 
Singaporeinthenearfuture.Butsincethattime,Thailand'sofferofrubbertoJapanhad 



314. American- Thaiese Proposals.

made from funds Thailand had in America. In considering this proposal, the American
government had in turn r,equested that Thailand not exclude Christianity, form no secret foreign
trade agreement with a third country, and exchange intelligence with the United States.
However, the American request had not been accepted by July 15, 1941.1162

315. Japan Plans to Offset British Influence.

Fearing that Thailand might resume her talks with Great Britain, Japan proposed to organize
immediately a Japanese-Thaiese commission. Mr. Futami was asked on July 16, 1941 to
negotiate personally with Mr. Pibul with the view of working out a prospectus for joint
Japanese-Thaiese rights and interests. The Japanese commission was to consist of Mr. Futami as

amenable to Japanese influence be appointed. 1163

316. Japan Expands Its,Communications System in Thailand.

In conjunction with the Japanese policy of preparing communications facilities for use in case
of emergency, Japanese representatives inquired on May 16, 1941 concerning the possibility of

viewpoint of secrecy.1165 However, on July 21, 1941 negotiations for the expansion of Japanese
communication were under way with the Thailand Communications Bureau. 1166

317. Japan Informs Thailand of the Japanese-French Agreement.

Realizing that Thailand would be concerned as to the purpose of the Japanese-French Jointtobeofat
to the publication of a statement announciilg the agreement on July 26, 1941.

Because the people of Thailand would be very much affected by the publishing of the Japanese-
French Joint Agreement, Japan felt that the significance of the pact should be minimized as

much as possible by Prime Minister Pibul, who was to be assured that the joint understanding
was not aimed at Thailand, and that the traditional friendship between Bangkok and Tokyo
would not be affected. Furthermore, Japan had not lost its eagerness to cooperate in the economic

Japanese-French Agreement as an indication of the intimacy of Japanese- Thaiese relations. 1167

According to Mr;Futami's report of his interview with the Prime Minister, Mr. Pibul expressedhisatof
acceptable to him, but had showed no surprise upon hearing the news.

1162II, 1155.

116alI, 1156.

116'II, 1157.

1166II, 1158.

!l66II, 1159.

1167II, 1160.

MinisterFutamireportedthatThailandhadproposedtoAmericathatpaymentforitsordersforseveralAmerican-madefreightersandbombers,aswellastheoilpurchasedfromBritain,be Chairman,theMilitaryandNavalAttaches,andtwofirst-classdiplomaticsecretaries.TokyorequestedthatMinisterPibulbemadethechiefThailandnegotiator,orthatsomeoneelse placingaradiotransmitterintheconsulateatSingora,1164butTokyodecidedatthistimethattheestablishmentoftwo-wayradiocommunicationwithCantonwasimpracticablefromthe Agreement,JapaninformeditsMinisteratBangkokconcerningthenegotiationsatVichy.Prime

MinisterPibulwasinformedtheagreement6:00P.M.onJuly24,1941,twodaysprior 
developmentofThailand,foritwasgivingMr.Pibuladvanceinformationconcerningthe deepappreciationbeingprivatelyinformedtheJapanese-FrenchAgreement,whichwas

116B !l6BII,1161.208 



318. Japan Decides Not to Stop British-Thaiese Agreement.

return for rubber, tin, and other products, and, thus, Japan's demands upon Thailand could not
be carried out. If Japan insisted on the accomplishment of her original demands, however, it
would be impossible for the British- Thaiese negotiations to go through, and this would result in
Thailand's calling on Japan for all of her requirements. For this reason Minister Futami thought
it advisable not to hamper the negotiations between Great Britain and Thailand, although Japantobetheof
and would have to supply the deficiency by increasing the amount from French Indo-China.

reserve the right to demand Thailand's entire output of rubber and tin in the future.1169 Tokyo
replied that Mr. Futami could handle the matter as he desired, but that Tokyo must have at least

compromise. 1170

exchange for the oil which Thailand needed. Japan also asked that definite assurance of a change
of attitude on the part of the Thaiese government be made,l171 and that Japan be guaranteed
35,000 tons of rubber and 6,000 tons of tin ore each year.

Pointing out discrepancies in the representations of Nai Wanitto, as compared with Japanese
findings in regard to the amounts of tin ore and tin concentrate produced in Thailand, Foreign
Minister Toyoda asked that an investigation be made. In any event, the Japanese were to
demand at least forty per cent ofthe total amount. 1172

319. Implementation of French -Thaiese Treaty.

In answer to an inquiry from Tokyo on July 26, 1941 regarding a recent economic pact between
Thailand and France, Minister Futami reported that an agreement, ratified at Saigon on July 19,
1941, was concerned with the circulation of money and the transfer of negotiable documents
which had been provided for in the treaty signed in Tokyo between Thailand and French
Indo-China. 1173

320. Japanese Interests in Thailand Affected by American-British Freezing of Funds.

Another diplomatic economic problem arose for the Japanese with the freezing of their funds in
America on July 26, 1941. Regarded merely as an aspect of Thaiese diplomacy, rather than having
been prompted by British authorities, was the guarantee of payment which the Thaiese National
Bank demanded of the Japanese for shipment of certain materials to England. In case the Britishtothe
ment.1174

116911, 1162-1163.

117°11, 1164.

117111, 1165.

117211, 1166.

117311, 1167-1168.

117411, 1169.
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OnJuly26,1941itwaslearnedthatBritainhadagreedtosupplyThailandwithpetroleuminwouldhavesatisfiedwith30,000kilotonsrubberwhichThailandwasreservingforit,

However,sincetheBritish-Thaieseagreementwastoapplyforoneyearonly,Japanwasto 35,000tonsofrubberandatleast6,000tonsoftin.Thiswastobedemandedwithoutany OnJuly15,1941Japanreiterateditsdemandthatshebesuppliedwithrubberandtinin 

bankrefusedpurchasematerial,theYokohamaSpecieBankwastoberesponsibleforpay



and the United States, he feared that Japan would be unable to purchase Thaiese products either
in pounds or dollars. Since the need for Thaiese products was imperative, Thailand was to be
asked to accept free yen as a provisional payment until the conclusion of the pending agreement
on methods of payment. 1175

Since the use of free yen might be pr6hibited, Minister Futami inquired concerning the

for Thaiese goods in gold yen, and he was informed that Japanese proposals for methods of
payment would be submitted later. 1177

According to a report from the Japanese Minister in Bangkok on July 30, 1941, the National
Bank of Thailand had disapproved any loans in bahts after the freezing of funds by Britain and
the United States. Consequently, the Yokohama Specie Bank had been forced to postpone
payment to banks in Hongkong, Shanghai, and other points. Calling on Minister Pibul, Mr.

The Japanese Minister reported to Tokyo that Thailand was tending to act in unison with
Britain and the United States, and would eventually share in setting up a blockade against
Japan.1178 However, Minister Pibul agreed to a Japanese suggestion that there be an immediate

that the cessation of Japanese- Thaiese trade relations should be avoided, no matter what Great
Britain did, on July 26, 1941 Prime Minister Pibul ordered his Finance Minister to devise a
method of solution.

After several conferences with Japanese experts, it was agreed that Thaiese authorities would

organize a secret loan association, comprised ofthree banks, which would grant to the Yokohamaato
Ministry, and Mr. Yoichi Fukuda, manager of the Yokohama Specie Bank.ll8O It appeared,

however, that Th'ailand's Finance Minister had no intention of revising the currency law in
carrying out the terms of payment, since he believed that it would be difficult to achieve

uniformity of opinion within the Thaiese governmenc, '\nd revision would require a considerable
length of time. 1181

Another conference on the morning of August 1, 1941 endet1 inconclusively since an agreement
in regard to the rate of interest and a time limit on the loan c0uld not be reached,1182 but on2,Mr.to
been reached during the afternoon. 1183

11"II, 1170.
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OnJuly28,1941MinisterToyodarepliedthatbecauseoftherecentfund-freezingbyEnglandpossibilityofbarteringwithThailand.1176OnJuly30,1941hewasinstructedbyTokyotosettle 
Futamiwarnedthatifthisstateofaffairswerenotremedied,acessationoftradebetweenJapanandThailandwouldresult. revisionoftheThail~ndcurrencylawandaJapanese-Thaieseagreementforpayments.StatingSpecieBankcreditamounting10,000,000bahts.1179Theperiodoftheloanandtheintereston

itweretobedecidedonAugust1,1941byMonChaoBibba,advisortotheThaieseFinanceAugust1941Futamiwasablereportthatanagreementforcreditof10,000,000bahtshad117910,000,000hahtswasequivalentthistimeapproximately3,600,000dollars. 



Following the completion of the Japanese-Thaiese economic treaty, Mr. Rijuta Ono, Japanese

financial advisor, informed his Finance Minister in Tokyo that the situation concerning the pur-
chase of Thaiese rice was a bit confused. Since he felt the negotiations should be completed at

advised Tokyo against the sending of a technical expert to look over the rice, rice bran, oil andironorenoto
that Secretary Teiichi Suzuki would amplify this advice on his return to Japan on August 9,
1941.1185

322. Thailand Plans to Recognize Manchukuo.

The Japanese Foreign Office reported on July 29, 1941 that Thailand would recognize the
Japanese-sponsored government of Manchukuo on August 1, 1941.1186 Since this did not take
place as planned, Foreign Minister Toyoda, on August 2, 1941, asked that information relating to
Thailand's recognition be forwarded from Bangkok.1187

Minister Futami replied on August 4, 1941 that recognition was being delayed because of the

necessity of obtaining the Emperor's approval. The Ministers of Great Britain and the
Netherlands had already asked the Thaiese authorities if there were any truth in newspaper

reports concerning the recognition of Manchukuo, and they had been told that Thailand's actiontoin323.aofAsas13,it
British Malay, for on July 17, 1941 Vice-Consul Katsuno was instructed to look in Singora for
suitable office and residence buildings.119oAtheofaFarto
approved at the next regular meeting of the Japanese Privy Council, and was to be put into effect
immediately thereafter, Mr. Futami was directed on July 3, 1941 to ask Prime Minister Pibul to

1184ll, 1178.

1185ll,1179.

li8"ll, 1180.
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once,heaskedthatinstructionsbesenttohim.1184However,onthesameday'MinisterFutami situation,sincetherewasnowneedhurrynegotiationswithThailand.Hepromised 

wasnothingmorethanafriendlygesturetowardJapan.Theinquiriesofthediplomaticrepresentatives,accordingMinisterFutami,werenottheformofprotests.118aJapanRequestsMutualExchangeAmbassadors.earlyJune1941,hadbeenlearnedthattheJapaneseLegationinThailandwassoon
toberaisedinstatustoanEmbassy.TostrengthentheJapaneserepresentationinThailand,JapanorderedMr.IchihashiinLondontostartforhisnewpostimmediately.1189Inaddition,anewJapaneseconsulatewastobeestablishedinSingora,locatedontheKraPeninsulanear Japanesearmyofficer,MajorVoshihikoOsone,plannedtooperatefromthisconsulateunderpseudonymSaburoGoto,fourth-classdiplomaticclerk.1191KeisukeIto,amemberoftheEasternEconomicResearchBureau,wasalsoslateddointelligenceworkatSingora.1192

SincethematterofraisingthestatusoftheThailandLegationtoanEmbassywastobe 



in finding a suitable ambassador, it was suggested that Thailand appoint its Minister to act as

Having already talked with the Prime Minister and having received his approval of the plan,
Mr. Futami on July 14, 1941 reported that the Thaiese Departments of the Interior and Foreign
Affairs were willing to accept the simultaneous and mutual elevation of Ministries to Embassies

preparations, since the Japanese Priyy Council had just approved the raising of the status of the

later the appointment as Japanese Ambassador of Mr. Teiji Tsubokami, who had previously been
associated with the Foreign Office, was approved by Thailand. 1196on4,
long in selecting an ambassador, and advising him that Tokyo had postponed the appointment of
Ambassador Tsubokami until reciprocal arrangements were made, Mr. Toyoda suggested that
the Vice-Minister of Defense, or some other appropriate person of high repute, be appointed to
the Embassy in JapaIi.1197 For various reasons, including the opportunity of removing a popular
rival of Prime Minister Pibul from Thailand, ForeignMinister Toyoda thought it best to have the
Defense Vice Minister sent as the first Thaiese Ambassador to Japan. Admiral Toyoda pointed
out that if conditions in Thailand were such that he could not be spared for a long period, the
Defense Minister could serve for as little as half a year until a relief could be selected. 1198
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raisethestatusoftheThailandLegationinTokyotoanEmbassyatthesametime.AssoonasthePrimeMinisteracceded,Mr.FutamiwastoinformTokyoimmediately.Incaseofdifficulty Charged'AffairsatthesametimethattheLegationwasraisedtoanEmbassy.1193 
throughanaide-memoire.1194OnJuly23,1941Thailandwasadvisedtomakethenecessary JapaneseLegationinThailandandJapanwishedtoeffectthechangeimmediately.1195Aweek ConfidentiallyinformingMinisterFutamiAugust1941thattheThaieseweredelayingtoo 
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