


Form Approved

Report Documentation Page OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display a currently valid OMB control number.

1. REPORT DATE 3. DATES COVERED
1977 2. REPORT TYPE 00-00-1977 to 00-00-1977
4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 5a. CONTRACT NUMBER

The'Magic’ Background of Pear|l Harbor. Volume 2: May 12, 1941 -
August 6, 1941

5b. GRANT NUMBER

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER

5e. TASK NUMBER

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION
Department of Defense ,1000 Defense REPORT NUMBER
Pentagon,Washington,DC,20301-1000

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’'S ACRONYM(S)
11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’ S REPORT
NUMBER(S)

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

Approved for public release; distribution unlimited

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

14. ABSTRACT

15. SUBJECT TERMS

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION OF 18. NUMBER 19a. NAME OF

ABSTRACT OF PAGES RESPONSIBLE PERSON
a REPORT b. ABSTRACT c. THISPAGE Sa_me as 222
unclassified unclassified unclassified Report (SAR)

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98)
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18



v 12,1941-August 6,1941)

Stock  No. 008-000-00233-9












Japanese Scruti ni zes Passengel

R§PUrictions

ears

Anal yzes

Runor s of a

Japan Reports

Japanese Interef

Jay

Ambassador Oshima  Analyzes Germany's Plans
robukes Foreign Minister






















12, 1941- August

Consideration of the Japanese Proposal of May 12, 1941 and
lowing the Movement of Japanese  Troops into Indo-Chinal.

1. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 12, 1941).
() Secretary Hull's Report. 2

Interruption

The Japanese Ambassador called at Secretary Hull's apartment

ing that these documents be returned, the Ambassador
tained his official instructions.

replied that the origina e ad restrained

the difference between the text of the "Oral Explanation®

IChapter  title taken from the divisional arrangement  of the State Department
"'Memorandum by the Secretary of State’, May 12, 1941, SD., II, 418-419.
3lbid.

<Appendix |, 54.

Appendix  1,55-59.

"Appendix Il, 1-7. Hereafter referred to as I, 1-7.

711, 8-9.

"SD., |lI, 423-425, II, 10-12.

presented

documents

of Conversations

to the American State

in SD.,

in a very disturbed dtate

delivered other papers which con-

I, 332.






Japan claimed that it would involve military and treaty  obligations requiring complicated

felt that this question should be solved by direct negotiations with authorities in that area.
Japan desired the proposal for the holding of a conference to be deleted since it felt that it

of the joint acceptance of the "understanding” would be drafted in Tokyo and cabled to Wash-
ington for approval. 13

Ambassa
ciples 4

of his
fication
permitte]

cha in the so-called approved version of the proposa which he had aready handed to

11,423-425, I, 10.
141113.
Islbid.
1.SD., Il, 418-419, II, 8.
171114,
181116.
1"11,17-18.
2", 19, 22.
2111, 23-25.
221126.









of propaganda  for Japan was determined to cary out the southwa bdvance by peaceful
measures,  "unless  circumstances render this impossible’.  Answering juery  concerning  the

British, Mr. Matsuoka replied that the Japanese people considered the action provocative. If the
Japanese public became further disturbed, pressure might be brought on the government to act.

Japanese-American relations since he had hoped to establish something constructive, but the

man, President Roosevelt. Ambassador Grew ended the conversation by saying that, henceforth,
Japan's relations with the United States would depend upon Japanese actions rather than words.

3211,33.

33 Telegram: Ambassador to Japan (Grew) to Secretary of State”, May 14, 1941, 5 PM. (Received May 14, 9:55
AM.), SD., IlI, 145-148.
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Foreign  Minister Matsuoka promptly confirmed the accuracy of bport, and  ascribed  the

cia circles in Tokyo. Mr. Matsuoka emphasized his desire to check e leaks, and requested
Ambassador Nomura to do likewise.46

10. Hull-Nomura Conversation (May 20,1941).

(@) Secretary Hull's Report. 47

4311, 35.

4411,36.
<°11,37.
4611,38.


















Nomura's Report. 66

eliminated from the minds of the people concerning the maintenance  of peace in the Pacific.

the Pacificc Ambassador Nomura had advised that this would be unacceptable to Japan since it
hoped to take the leadership in the development of the southwestern area with the cooperation of
the United States. However, he was able to report that the Americans wished to give both

countries equal opportunities  in th~s region.

Ambassador  remarked to Foreign Minister Matsuoka that Secretary Hull and his colleagues
were reluctant to place Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in a difficult situation, and for this

the China affar. The United States refused to refer to Japan's treaty with Wang Ching-wei's

ing to make considerable CONCessions.

would  be acc








































discriminatory economic cooperation between China and  Japan. 129

the desirability of peace, the United States had received reports from many world-wide sources

self-defense. 130(See Part C-e, Japanese-Axis Relations)
Since official  spokesmen of the Japanese government were emphasizing Japan's obligations

it conflicted with Americds liberal policy of not interfering with the sovereign rights of another
government's wish to pursue a course of peace.l3l

Foreign Minister Matsuokas  announcements that any resistance to the aggression of Chancel-
concerning military  bases in the Pacific, the United States had been gradualy  withdrawing
addition, the United States had been willing to renew this treaty in 1936.

In Secretary  Hull's opinion, the Japanese government would be controlled in the future
either by the pro-Nazi elements or by those opposed to a policy of aggression, and for this rea

the country to recuperate from his recent illness, his associates would be available for consul-
tation with the Japanese Ambassador and his colleagues at any time.132

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 133
Nomura notified Foreign Ministg atsuoka he had }d  from Secre-

22, noted by Secretary Hull, as taking place on 1, and a meeting on June 23 which Secretary
occuring on June 22.















standing"

doubt as to the peaceful intentions of the Japanese, it was felt that Tokyo ought to present
some concrete evidence as a proof of its good will.

conquest. 153

methods. Colonel Iwakuro stated that in view of Japan's Tripartite  Pact obligations, it would
be difficult to act in this fashion until the "understanding” had been reached. is4

their primary objective was to prevent hogtilities between the United States and Japan, an

the favorable atmosphere resulting from such an agreement.

would facilitate

152lbid., 496.
lalbid., 496-497.
1'Ibid., 497.
1.Ibid.
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liver to Prime Minister Konoye a message asking for assurances that reports of an imminent

other  Japanese leaders  confirming Japan's  support  of this policy were cited.

Mr.  Hamilton indicated that the telegram had been sent before Ambassador Nomura's
letter of July 4, 1941 had been received. Though the letter contained assurances of friendliness
that answers of the Japanese government to the fundamental questions raised in Secretary

plied a divergence of views among the Japanese concerning the desirability of the proposed

certain  elements of the Japanese government favored Hitler's world conquest rather than a
course of peace.

revision reveaded important differences of viewpoints, which the Japanese government recog-
nized. His letter of July 4, 1941 expressed the desire of his government to continue the conver-

promised to inform




tioned that the treaty with Mr. Wang Ching-wei would keep Japanese troops in China as long

longer.

expected areply to the message sent to Prime Minister Konoye.

(b) Ambassador Nomura's Report. 161
Unfortunately, two-thirds of Ambassador  Nomurds report to Tokyo was not intercepted by

message. 162

42. Ambassador Nomura Analyzes President Roosevelt's Diplomatic ~ Activities.

Ambassador Nomura  submitted to Tokyo, on Jduly 7, 1941, a long analysis of American public

George, the Chairman of the Senate  Foreign Relations Committee, had sad that the Lend-

had attacked the government's use of convoys, and the attitude of his committee had diffened
toward the President. However, President Roosevelt had answered this opposition  through
Secretary  Knox, who, speaking in Boston on June 30, 1941 had demanded that the United
States Navy take action in the Atlantic immediately. According to Ambassador Nomura,
President ) i )

gvelt etary Stimson and Secretary Knox in imposing his

In the view of the Japanese Ambassador, President Roosevelt's move to send ad to Russa
bergh a "Copperhead" had been a great failure. Furthermore, twenty-six million  Methodists,
16111,107.

16'1bid.

1631L.108.

16'1bid.
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19611,

198 Ibid.

19911, 139.


































(b)  Ambassador Nomura's Report. 228

According to Ambassador Nomuras report of Mr. Wakasugi's visit on July 21, 1941, the
Acting Secretary of State said that he had given careful study to recent world conditions, and,
in the light of these developments, he wished to express the opinions reached by Secretary

Ambassador Nomura  and Secretary Hull. Though  the objectives of the Japanese representa-

peaceful  status e
€ conversations.

is_information

Japanese-French Relations
ume for the source of Mr. Welles information.)

Mr. Weakasugi stated that he would report the matter to Ambassador Nomura, and in the
meantime,  requested permission to make an informal inquiry concerning the possible effect

Indo-China  Mr. Welles leplied that such an act would truly violate the spirit of the discussions,

the new Foreign Minister of Japan was a close friend of Ambassador Nomura, and moreover,
since the new Cabinet had just taken over, it probably had not decided upon a definite policy

as yet. The United States would await developments, therefore, before ending the discussions
with the Japanese Ambassador.

Mr. Wakasugi promised to report immediately the details of this conversation to Ambassa
dor Nomura, and then withdrew.229

64. Welles-Nomura Conversation (July  23,1941).

(8) Acting Secretary Welles Report. 230

228l1, 158.
22"|bid.

230"Memorandum by the Acting Secretary of State", July 23,1941, SD., Il, 522-526.
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Japanese-

assets of various European countries had been frozen e 14, 1941. This m brought

under the control of the United States, and imposed crinWWem penalties for vieW#hs of the
order. Simultaneously, a the request of Generalissmo  Chiang Kai-shek, President Roosevelt
extended the freezing control to Chinese assets in the United States for the purpose of helping

safes were sedled on the evening of July 25, 1941.262

ence with the departure of Japanese ships from American ports.  According to Ambassador

261il, 182,
262il, 183.

67









Announcing  his because

chagrin relations

Japanese-American

claimed that

recent ordg

When  Admira

had heard the terms of the proposed agreement, however, he stated

States  because ts freezing of Japanese assets. Nevertheless, he agreed to examine the
President's prog more carefully and to discuss it fully with other high officials.
Reminding the Foreign Minister that any reply. to President Roosevelt's suggestion woulq

have to be conveyed through the Japanese in Washington after the receipt of his report in

American Ambassador  stated that President Roosevelt's proposal adequately solved the prob-

dealt with the question of equal opportunity and free movement of trade throughout the
entire area of the Pacific.

Foreign Minister Toyoda again reiterated the resentment felt in Japan because of the freez-

flexible, and stated that he believed there would be no reluctance on the part of the American
government  to facilitate any Japanese efforts toward peace in the Pecific.

urged Admiral Toyoda to act in conformity with the highest statesmanship, and to relieve the
dangerous situation which had arisen.

2711, 189. |
""" Memorandum by the Ambassador il’l]apan (Grew", July 27,1941, SD., 11,534-537.
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destroyers and fd bmarines anchored at Manila had departed on June
the American shi port a Manila on June 7, 1941 included eight destroy€ fourteen  sub-

requisitioning until  September, half of the American Consulate office space a Manila for
espionage work, led Mr. Matsuoka, on July 1, 1941 to fear that this was the first step in estab-
lishing a specia service for British-American-Chinese military  liaison.334 Besides keeping a

that investigations regarding Japanese vessels, or Japanese persons in the Philippine Islands,
the British Honorary Consul, Francisco Brown.336
Philippines  during June, a large increase over the monthly average of 250. The immigrants

they were not contract laborers, nor had they anything to do with military construction  pro-

jects.337
Deeming it important to instigate a cultural propaganda program a Manila, Mr. Negishi, a

328, 242,
32"11,243.
33"11,244.
331, 245.
33211, 246,
33311, 247.
33<11, 248,
33'11,249.
33'11,250.
33711251
33sll, 252-253.

84







The Japanese Consul in Honolulu reported that the President Pier
Philippines on June 12, 1941 with about 900 soldiers and 100 pilots aboary

14, 1941, a 5,000-tonlight cruiser had entered Pearl

Harbor for repairg

while four destroyers had  departed from, and six submarines had entered

Volume Il ofthis series)

34"11, 267.
35°11, 268.
35111, 269-270.
35211, 271.

86

sailed for the

Manila.352

and that on June
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did fight, al it could possibly do would be to prolong the war. 363
Speculations of Cuban authorities as to the effect on the Western Hemisphere of the entr

than the Fig reg

on the j mbassy
to Papa ed g

Dist
he critica Japanese-American the arising  of incidents were

3", 278.
36"11, 279.
36111, 280.
36'1, 281,
363l1,283.
36<I1,284.
36"11, 285.







cused  missionaries evacuated.

on the part of Japan. For this reason, Ambassador Nomura suggested that in view of the
settling of the Tachibana incident by the United States, and as afriendly gesture, it might be

United States. Furthermore, the missionaries had  endeavored to cooperate with  Japanese
authorities by first submitting the pamphlets to the police. 380

returning to the United States thirteen of the thirty persons involved. Because of illness, a

material  to the police station in spite of an agreement to do so. This violated the Japanese

but on July 17, 1941 Japan was willing to overlook this violation of its publication  regulations,
and to treat the question as being merely amatter of seditious literature. ss2

Since the interview with Dr. Hooper had revesled that the Presbyterian  Church, as a matter

reached at the local conference, the matter be dropped. 383

103. Japan Fears American Seizure of Its Vessels.

since the United States was keeping a strict check on Japanese  vessels,384 Japanese  shipping
schedules were carefully supervised by Japanese diplomatic  officials. Japanese  officials in

Panama Cana a the rate of one a day between July 16 and July 22, 1941.385

37Sl1,305-307.
37"11, 308.
38"11, 309-310.
3811, 311.
38211,312-313.
383l1,314-315.
3"ll, 316.
385l1,317-319.
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American situation, Minister Miura was attempting to establish an international route by

City as headquarters  for the collection of observations and opinions gathered from the espion-

enment,

Urging that before it became too late, Japanese agents in the border areas should secure
passport  visas and should begin to perform their intelligence  duties, Minister Miura ad-

ister had discovered that the organizing of an intelligence net had been given not the dlightest
consideration. Mr. Yamagatas party, passing through Los Angeles, had discovered a similar
situation. However, by July 4, 1941, these offices, under orders from Tokyo, had gradualy
brought their plans to a head.

Disclaiming  responsibility for the organization of an espionage net in the United States,

in the United  States. Believing that the establishment of the intelligence transmission route

ever, Minister  Miura asked Tokyo for additional information.452

don the idea of using Mexicai as an intelligence center. Mr. Miura argued that its location

able for any intelligence activity. 453

Terasaki went to Mexico on an itinerary which  included Mexico City, Panama, Port of Spain,

Argentina and Chile, should not be considered as a main base of intelligence, athough a study
of plans for intelligence routes and connections in Mexico should be continued. Aside from the
fact that the general feeling in Mexico towards Japan was not pleasant, and that Mexico might
be viewed as a dependency of the United States, difficulties in attempting to get information

about interna conditions in the United States would occur. If Mexico went to war, it would be
impossible,  because of communications, to transfer or expand the Japanese intelligence

organization.455

quarters in Mexico City, three routes to Mexico from the United States, via Laredo, Ciudad-

mil,  400-403.
mil, 404,
mil,  405-409.
mil,  410.

101









materials to nations other than those of the American continent. The Japanese Ambassador
again argued without success, that his country was in a position to supply Mexico with a great
deal of heavy industrial and chemical products. aes

to the Mexican-American agreement on

Maru out of Mexico was a perplexi

", 425,

mil, 426.
"'11,427.

VI, 428.
"I, 429.
mil, 430.
7, 431
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135. Japan Suspects a Move for British-German

54311, 516.
54411bid.
54'11,517.

54611, 518.




the Reich and his great friendship with Chancellor Hitler. They found the event hard to ex-

in  England.
There seemed to be no logica answer, according to this German source, except to say that
Herr Hess was strongly pro-British  and mentally sick. Since he did not always agree with

ister von Ribbentrop.547

mind, and that because of the solidarity of the German government and its people the inci-
dent would not change German foreign policy. 548

Prime Minister ~ Winston Churchill. However, despite  the intentions of Herr Hess and the belief

to be under way as Germany completed plans  for attacking Russia Ambassador Horikiri

offense” against the English.549

of the delicate German and Russian relations and the growing possibility of the United States
entrance into the war. s

faith, but that since such an act constituted insubordination, he would be shot most assured-
ly.551 Nevertheless, according to the Japanese Ambassador to Rome, on June 4, 1941, Itdian

of instructions from Marshal Goering.552

in England that Chancellor Hitler still considered Russia and the Comintern. to be the read
enemies of the whole world. Accordingly, the Russian Ambassador to London had remarked
that if Russia yielded to German demands concerning the Near East and cooperated with the
Reich, the fate of the British Empire would be most gravely threatened. It was aso reported

Germany 553

54711519.
54"11,520.
5411, 52!.
55'll,  522-523.
55111, 522.
55211, 524.

55211, 524.
55311, 525.

116









from his  Foreign Minister, Oshima to show him the  German government's

Minister von Ribbentrop had opposed. Chancellor Hitler had approved this second proposal,
which had won the support of Ambassador Oshima

Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop  arived by plane to confer with Premier Mussolini  and

conferred  with  Ambassador Oshima. Expressing great dissatisfaction with  Mr. Matsuoka's
explanation as to why the Japanese-American negotiations had been started without awaiting
Italian and German views, Foreign Mingsis VO uuiiiiaasteah g that ifghd Matsuoka

received

| a—

17, 1941,
rom  Foreign

with  regard to the proposed Japanese-American . many was concerned

56'lbid.
56'lbid.















148. Germany Protests Against Criticism by Japanese Press.

Although the Japanese press, according to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop on June 4, 1941,
Empire  continued more and more solidy to support the Hitler  program, since apparently it
dor Oshima explained to Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop that though the rigid control exer-
cised over the press in Germany did not exist in Japan, the Japanese thoroughly supported
the Tripartite principles.594

149. Croatia Signs the Tripartite Pact.

was to be Premier and  Foreign Minister of this newly recognized government. Arrangements

50111, 550,
59211560.
593I1561.
59'1,562.
59511 563.
59"I1, 564-565.
5971bid.

59sll, 565.
59"n, 566.
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conversation

reiterated

Ambassador in London on June 13, 1941, had not materialy improved Anglo-Ru

European rapprochement, a least on Anglo-Russian oil, would evolve. 669

176. Ambassador Tatekawa  in Moscow Doubts the Possibility ora German-Russian War. (June 16,
1941).

informed that no officia word had been received from either Berlin or Rome, arrangements

sador was inclined to believe that the Axis diplomats had received no officiad instructions for
he could discover no signs of their burning their codes or taking any other fina precautions. en

by Tass, the officia Russian news agency. 672

prochement, and, finaly, the entrance ofthe United States into the war. 673

177. Ambassador Oshima Warns of the Imminence of the Russian-German War.

According to Ambassador Oshima, preparations had dready been completed for the Ger-

1941. Chancellor Hitler had returned to Berlin on June 14, 1941 while Generds Brauchitsch

facts, Ambassador Oshima  urgently requested instructions as to Japan's policy towards the
war.674

66711651.
66sl1, 652.
66"11, 653.
67"11,654-655.
67111656.
67211,657.
67311, 658.
6"11, 659.

135



179. Japan Denies |Its Friendly Relations with Russia Have Inconvenienced Germany.

its troops in its most vital possessions, and that Japanese-Russian relations had nothing to do
with this move. 677 .

180. Germany Attacks Russia (June 22,1941).

Germany attacked Russia a 4 A.M., Moscow time, on June 22, 1941, just one hour before

Berlin on the previous evening.
Not al members of the German Foreign Staff whole-heartedly supported  the attack, for the

been  guiding Chancellor Hitler. 678

After the outbresk of hostilities, the German Consul General met with Ambassador Ota at
Vladivostok on the afternoon of June 22, 1941 and he explained that since the Comintern had
been engaging for many months in activities within Polan.d, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
Hungary, as well as other countries coming under the jurisdiction of the Third Reich, and had
also refused to withdraw its troops from the border (See Japanese-Russian Relations,  Section
164), Russia had actually precipitated the fina breach in German-Russian relations.

The Axis representative continued by saying that the war had been started by Germany,
and that he saw no reason why Japan, for the present, should not maintain  neutrality. The
German diplomat's request that German nationals be cared for in Jgpan and in Manchuria

he learned that all German codes and important documents had been burned the night be-
fore.679












Continual  cri

In view of the fact that espionage activities of other nations might flourish  within  Man-
chukuo, on July 4, 1941 Japanese authorities prepared to restrict the entrance, passage, and

conference. 706

experience had become well acquainted with  Russian affairs, should be assigned to positions
in Manchukuo to maintain liaison with the Japanese intelligence organizations in Harbin,
Hilar, Botanko, Taoan, and Hei-ho.707

violences perpetrated by the Comintern against Manchukuo. Russian strategy and the
general trend of the Manchukuoan population were aso discussed, and opinions were
exchanged on matter of espionage and counter-espionage. Staff Officer Kotani, reporting

tactical knowledge and ability, and were quite patriotic.

70I111685.
7°"11,686.
703I1,687.
7°'1, 688.
"1, 689.
7°"11,690.
70711691

140















187.

Mini{

opportunistic country. Therefore, he urged the adoption some  intermediate step to precede
any military action against Russia 7

lieved that a clear statement of policy would strengthen the morale of Japan's people a home,

it easier for other nations to understand Japan's position.734

Axis. Pointing out on June 28, 1941, that Japan's indecision, as reflected in the many con-
ferences being held in Tokyo and reported in the European press, affected the honor and inte-
grity of his country, the pro-Axis Ambassador urged Foreign Minister Matsuoka to disregard

take advantage of the splendid opportunity to settle its problems with Russia rather than
desist because of American and English pressure.736
Foreign Minister Matsuoka responded, on June 28, 1941, to Ambassador Oshimas  repeated

i, 713,
73211,714.
73'11,715.
7'11, 716.
73'1,717.
73"11,718.
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agreement with  Japan  only with the view of safeguarding ndo-Chinese territory, and that it

foreseen danger had been  removed.877 In_answer to this - , Tokyo informed Mr.
that i i

to Tokyo so that the whole text of the protocol could be published at that time.883

87"1bid.
B7711861.
B7BI1862.
87"11, 863, 864.
"B"Il,865.
88lll, 866, 867.
BB211868, 869.
BB311870.
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ing materials were being assembled and prepared in the United States. Fourteen or fifteen

to Chungking with a cargo consisting of military materiad and large caliber guns which had left
San Francisco on July 15, 1941.902

236. Japan Fears Chungking-Chinese Communist Collaboration.

port of May 24, 1941 discussed prospective  negotiations  for a Chinese Communist-Kuomintang
rapprochement.903  In a report to Tokyo on June 4, 1941 discussing a meeting of Japanese intel-

would be discussed at the next conference.904

89711, 886.
B>BII,887.
B""11,888-889.
>0011890.
>ol11,891.
>0'l1,892.
>03I11893.
>0'l1,894.
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troops

attending  to the transportation of this material. 946

ation of these mines were hated for any reason, it would serioudy impar Japanese moves.947

247. President Roosevelt Appoints a Political Adviser to Generalissmo Chiang Kai-shek.

In addition to sending American technical advisers to China to give military assistance,
according to a Japanese report of July 8, 1941 President Roosevelt had also appointed Mr. Lati-

ities were displeased because Mr. Latimore lacked experience in politicad matters and had
litle knowledge and understanding of Chinas affairs.948 Immediately after Mr. Latimore's
arrival  in Hongkong on July 15, 1941 a newspaper article, probably inspired by the Chungking

regarding the strengthening of the internationa popular front by dealing with the Commu-
nists.949

Tokyo learned on August 2, 1941 that upon his arrival a Chungking, and after exchanging
opinions with Ambassador Gauss and Mr. Fox, Mr. Latimore had emphasized that for the
strengthening of China it would be necessary to reorganize part of the Chinese government. 950

".11,937.
>"'11938.
>4711, 939.
""11:,940.
>"11:,941.
>.°11942.

177



ment from Tokyo, the Japanese government underwent a change on July 16, 1941 and estab-

toward  Nanking, the seat of occupied China, had changed in any way. Increased

power and

zation of stability in the Far East.957

95111,943.
95211944.
95'11,945.
9"11,946-947.
9"l1, 948.
95.11, 949-950.
95711,951.















































































301. Japan Attempts to Acquire Most of Thailand's Exports.

Since  Japan was interested in  Thailand's resources, reports in connection Japan's

Asada suggested that inactive rice refineries belonging to Chinese operators be purchased  with
the view of forming a guild to secure a comprehensive  export permit. This would be a means of

within  Japanese  occupied  territories. 1137
Foreign Minister Matsuoka on June 9, 1941 inquired as to Thailand's views concerning the

regular uninterrupted shipments of tin to Japan.
to obtain most of the tin ore mined in Thailand, and, with this in view, was attempting to
purchase a two-months prospecting contract, with an arrangement that al the tin ore mined

during that time would be sent to Japan. 1139
rubber, Mr. Asada suggested on June 6, 1941 that the Mitsui organization, which was currently
obtain an option for these mines.1140

302. Japan Sends Oil Experts to Thailand in Guise of Diplomats.

"experts' and directed Mr.  Yasusato Futami, Japanese Minister to Thailand, to sound out
Thaiese officials in this matter. 1141

"1, 1125.
113611, 1126.
113711, 1127.
lloel1, 1128.
113"11, 1129.

""" I, 1130-113L
"1, 1132.

204



























	Part A--Hull Nomura Conversations (May 12, 1941-August 6, 1941)
	Part B--Japanese Intelligence in Diplomatic Messages
	Part C--Japanese Diplomatic Activities Throughout the World
	Japanese-Mexican Relations
	Japanese-South American Relations
	Japanese-British Relations
	Japanese-Axis Relations
	Japanese-Russian Relations
	Japanese-French Relations
	Japanese-Chunking Relations
	Japanese-Nanking Relations
	Japanese-Netherlands East Indies Relations
	Japanese-Thaiese Relations


