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Executive Summary
Title: George Washington: A “Grouhded” Leader
Author: Major Michael E. Wood, United States Air Force (ANG)

Thesis: Although not well educated in a formal sense George Washington was highly
intellectual. His commitment to self-improvement, coupled with native abilities, and a broad
array of experiences, enabled him to become a leader who profoundly affected those around him,

Discussion: George Washington is a figure who offers an example of the best of what America
has to offer. Here is a man who came from meager beginnings to reach the pinnacle of both the
civilian and Imhtary worlds in 4 time when America was in its formative stages. From an early
age, Washington began to learn and develop skills that would provide the basis of the man who
.. would eventually command the American Army against the British during the Revolutionary
‘War for the independence of the new nation. He would then take these learned traits and Rules
of Civility and become the stately politician who would fulfill his destiny as the first President of
those newly formed United States of America. This paper will take a close look into several - :
areas of Washington’s upbringing and growth to include: his early upbringing by his parents; his
religious foundations strengthened through his churches and self-guided studies; his informal
education; his years as a military leader; and his political endeavors leading all the way up to ‘
becoming the first President of the United States. All of this would lead to aman that was well-
grounded in all parts of his life. . :
Conclusion: George Washington reflected a man of the greatest character, who was ultimately
.concemed with the legacy he would leave to those who would follow. He was a great hero who
was forever concerned about how his reflection would be seen, both while he lived and after he
would die. - There is no doubt that George was a grounded man. But as this paper suggests there
were many aspects of George’s life and experiences that contnbuted to who he was and
hlstoncally who he became. :
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INTRODUCTION

Ge;o;’ge Washington is a ﬁgure who offers an example of the best of what America has to
- offer. Here is a man who came from meager beginnings to reach the pinnacle of both the civﬂian
and military world's in é time when America was in its formative stages. From an early age,
| Washjngton began to learn and develop skills that would provide the basis of the man who would
eventually command the American Army against the British duﬂng the Revolutionary War for
: the indépendence of the new nation. He would then take these learned tréits and Rule;s_ of Civility
‘and become the stately politician'who wou}d fulfill his destiny as’the ﬁrsf President of those
~ newly formed ﬁmted ‘State‘vs of America. Aliough nbt wéll ed11.ca;c¢d in a formal sense, George
Washingfon was highly intellectual. His commitment to self—improverﬁent, coupled with native
abilities, and a broad array of experiences, enabied him to become a leader who profoundly
~affe6ted those around him. ‘
George made a signiﬁcant impact in rna.n\y areas of his life. A great ma.ny of these had to -
V[do with pharactei development thr/dugh areas that included: his early upbringing by his pé.rents; :
hlS reiigious foundations strengthened through his churches and self-guided studies; his informal
cdu‘caﬁon; his years as émilitziry leadefé and his political endeavors leading all the way up to
becoming the first President of the United States. *All of this would lead to a man that was well-
grounded in all parts of his life.‘ |
‘What does it mean tc'; be “grounded”? Accord‘ing to 'the Memaﬁ-Webstcr, it means tobe -
mentally and emotionally stable: admifa_bly sensible, realistic, and 1.1npretentious.1 In more

simple terms, the basis or foundation upon which everything else is built. This paper will not

! Merriam-Webster Dictionary and Thesaurus, s.v. “grounded.” hitp://www.merriam-webster.com/ (accessed
February 22, 2011). : ‘



look at Washington as the General of the Continentai Army or as the first President of the United
States. Rather, it will look at those characteristics or foundational building blocks upon which he

became General and President.

. I. CHILDHOOD & EARLY UPBRING]NG

My mother was the most beautiful waman I ever saw. Al Tam I owe tomy

mother. I attribute all my success in life to the maral, intellectual and physical .

educatzon Ireceived Srom he.v ‘
: --George Washington

George Washington yvas born on February 22 1732 the oldest of six children of
Augustlne Washington and his second wrfe Mary Ball. Aungustine, a widower when he married
Mary, was a third generation V1rg1n1an and the grandson of John Washrngton George, hlS third
son and first child with Mary, was qmte interesting to his father and older brothers Augustine
' pa1d close attentlon to th ensurmg that he would mature into a good, smart and honest man.
Augustine had a strong desire to educate George in the ways of God. He taught him to honor his
Creator by praising the works of His Hand and he taught him that God is actiye i_nthe world.
Furthermore, he taught young George that God can be recognized by prayer andawareness of the
’Creator’s presence‘in all that lives.* Augustine yvas familiar with adversity and afﬂietion and -
took it upon himself to work long hours in support of his large disadvantaged fa.rmly He was
also familiar with manual labor and would often leave his family while attendrng to business
interests. Before George was three years old he stood w1th his father at the burial of his half-

sister, J ane.’

? Janice T. Connell, The Spiritual Journey of George Washington (Long Island City; Hatherleigh Press, 2007), 6.
3 Michael Novak and Jana Novak, Washington's God: Religion, Liberty, and The Fathers of Our Country (New
York: Basic Books, 2006), 8.

. *Connell, 6.

3 Connell, 7.



.George’é mother was fated to live a life of sédness, having been an orphan when she
married Augustine. Mary was a lady,of average height and a bit plump, with a pleasing voice. -
She was a dedicated, chalienging and authoridtarian* woman who would persiSt in being a
challenge to'George during her entire life.® She taught VGeorge from a very young age that the
" Bible was t.he source of his solace; ;che road map for his spiritual, political, social and fm;mcial
life. B‘u't expérience was his mentor.” George speﬁt his early years growing up on the family
estate on Pope"s Creek along the Potomac River in Westnﬁofe‘lan’d County, Virginia. - In this area,
there were strict la§vs against breaking the Sabbatﬁ, haviﬁg contémpt for the Bible, disrespecting
its teachings, and&peeikin‘g against ordained ministers. Idleness, betting, drunkenness and -

intemperance 1n attire were forbidden. Righteousness, ioyalfy’ and devotion to family were -
reqluired.8

“When George was about six, Lawrence, his twenty-year-old half;brpther, left Appl‘eby his -
- father’s school in England; and retﬁrned fo Virginia to help xékugus‘tine.9 Sickly and ovér-
burdened with several professions, Augustine decided fo entrust.Lawrence with part of thé
_ plantation in order to teach him the skills and trade of farming. Lawrencé loved his young half-
brotﬁer George and encourageéd him with his stories and féats. ' Géorge blossomed under the
tutelage of his capﬁ%rating elder brother who he deeply admired.' After Lawrence’s
cOmmissiorﬁng as arfﬁﬁtafy leader 111 1740 for th¢ colé)ny of Virginia, George folund gréat

delight in his cultured behavior, athletic proWess, military skills and manly stories about life

§ Connell, 7.
7 Connell, 7.
8 Connell, 7.
7 Connell, 7.
19 Connell, 8.



beyond Virvginia.11 George looked up to his.older brother and held him in high esteém.
, Laqunce’s attributeé and guidance’ would stAron\gly influence George in the years to come. -
Unfortunatéiy, when Geofge W/aS‘l 1, tragedy struck the Washington houseliold. His
father, Augusﬁne, died qpite suddenly,'aleaving the ﬁﬁancial position of his widow and children
'very uncertain. .Lawrence probated his fathgr’s will; the estate included more thaﬁ ten thousand
acres, at least forty-nine slaves and an interest in an irén furnace. Young George inhen'ted some
real estate and ten slaves.’ However, Augustige had directed that the control of the estates of
his children go to Mary Ball so as to remain in their mother’s guardianship as long as théy were
~ minors. - T h&efore, Georgé’s inheritance was not very valuable. T]IHS situation would nece;ssitate
George learning keen business skills and developing exﬁaordinary qualities of leadership.ls"'
George was an individual who up to this point in life had been dealt some pretty difficult
blows. However, he was also 696 who éﬁthusiasﬁcally embraced lifeés lessons. In 1745, when
he was tl_]jrteeﬁ years old, young George transcribed a sev;lteenﬂi-century Engljsh fcranslatioﬁ of
a 1595 Jesuit etiquette book, Bienséance de la conversation éntre les homes (Rules of Civiéity
and D:ec‘ent Behavio\r'z‘n Company and Conversation), which in turn was borrox;ved from an
Italian vqlume first published in 1558-59 , into colonial shorthénd in his school Workbook. This‘
Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior in Company and Conversaﬁon Washington learmed during
his fﬁst year of étudy with Reverend J axnés Marye, a french Jesuit turned Anglican pﬁest and
rec\t01" of St. George’s Church in Frédricksburg.14 This was the first documeﬁt we ilé.ve of

Washington’s papers which dealt with everything from how to treat one’s betters to how to

| present one’s countenance and how to eat with company. The Reverend Marye also taught

' Connell, 8.
12 Connell, 8.
13 Connell, 8.
 Connell, 10.



George mathematics, Latin and deportrnent. As a young school boy, George was required to
learn the Rules of Civility by heart. 'They'were the code of civil, social and cultural behavior for

. respectable gentlemen of his time.'> George carried out his lessons to perfection.

I1. EDUCATION

. Imean Education generally as one of the surest means of enlightening and givg.
Jjust ways of thinkg to our Citizens, but particulary the establishment ofa
University; where the Youth from all parts of the United States might receive the
polish of Eriddition in the Arts, Sciences and Belle Letters; and where those who
were disposed to run a political course, might not only be instructed in the
théory and principles, but . . . where the Legislature wd, be in Session half the
year, and the Interests and politics of the Nation of course would be dtscussed
they would lay the surest foundation for the practical part also. .

--Letter to Alex_ander Hamilton, September ],‘ 1796

George Washington wae nota highly edﬁdated man, formally sloeaking. However f_rorrr a
young age he was taught by many individuals, beglnmng w1th hlS father and mother. Augustine
and Mary Washmgton passed on at least two Well-worn books to thelr son George each one
signed by one or both of them irreide the front covers.!” These two books brought specific
meaning and ciarity to George in addition to his lessons from the Bible. One of the booke was
Sir Matthew Hale’s Contemplations Moral and Devine, Jfrom which Mary read to George on a
A regular basis. In addiﬁon, Mary frequently’ re‘ad this sarrre book to her grandchildren, who
recalled it gratefully We know this frorn her grandson Robert Lewis and his son-in-law E.C.

'M Gu1re who wrote ofitin \ The Relzgzous Opinions and Chamcter of Washzngton
The other book passed on to George from his parents was ThomasComber’s Short

Discourses upon the Whole Common-Prayer; Designed to Inform the Judgment, and Excite the

'3 Connell, 10. ~ '

16 George Washington, The Writings of George Washington firom the Original Manuscript Sources 1745-1799 (Vol
35: To Alexander Hamilton, September 1, 1796) 2002

17 Novak and Novak, 176. :

¥ Novak and Novak, 176.



Devotion of Such as daily Use the Same. The inside cover bears the 'siAgnétures_oAf Augustine:
Washington (inscribed “his book 1727”), Mary Washhgton, and theh, at age thiﬁéen, the even -
iarger signature of George Washington George’s signatirre would have been placed in. thls
book two years after the death of his father 11kely indicating he was now beginning to take '
possession of key doquments that he intended to claim as his own. The guidance prov1ded and
the eé.rly character fraits insﬁiled by these books, and the time Speﬁt By his parents to convey
thesé truths would becorﬁé part of the strong foundation upon which George wouldcontiﬁue to -
- build after the death of his father. |
As George movedwinto his teenage yearé, he was highly influenced by his half-brother
‘Lawrence.” As preyi;)usly noted, Lawrerice had strong influence dn George, but one that - |
appeared to conﬁnue his growth and foster his cuﬁoéity towérd the more reﬁnéd aspects of his
,’devellol‘)inent. | | |
As George continued to study and develof) his skills throughout his military and political
career, he fbund that his educational éhortcomings did have negative effects in‘ certain areas. For
_example, he was forever embarréssed that he had never learned aﬁy foreign languages. He e%fen
refused invitations to visit France in the 1780§ Because he did.not believe it was apiaropriate for
-someone bf his sfandihg to ﬁave to communicate tﬁrough an interpreter.”’ These personallY—
. ‘idénﬁﬁed shortcomiﬁgs would affect George ’Fo a pcﬁnt of inhibiting hiim from ever traveling'to
the Europe'an‘continent‘ These same ihadequaciés would also be reflected in comﬁeﬁts méde |

from other well-known founding fathers. Even Jefferson, who was usually generous in his

19 ., Novak and Novak, 176.
~ * Gordon S. Wood, Revolutzonary Characters; What Made the F oundels Dzﬁ’ef ent (N ew York: Penguin Group,
2006), 37.



. estimates of his friends, said that Washmgton’ “colloquial talents were not aboye mediocrity.”
He had “neither copiousness of ideas nor fluency of words."’21 |
' _Althpugh George never attended college, hé was a highly learﬁed man who, over time,
built a very largé persdnal library of approximately 700 books, many of which he assiduously
studied.? HoWever, because he had not attended college and received a liberal arts ectucation, he
became punctilious and literal-minded about observing and addpting what he had formally |
missed. His lack of institutional instntction did not iceep him from atticulating his harct—earned .
gentility in other ways.23 ‘Subsequently, throughout his lifetime, he was awarded an honorary
LL.D from Harvard University in 1776, Yaie University, 1781, University t)f Pénnsyivanié,
1‘783, Waéhington Coliege (Maryland), 1789, and Brown University,A179Q. ‘H"e, wht) would
match wits with the most erudite of men vtzho possessed the finest education of the times, had

only a school boy’s formal education.”*

IT1. Character

. I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain (whatf
conszde; the most enviable of all titles) the character of an honest man .

--Letter to Alexander Hamzlton August 28, 1 78825

George revered strong, personal character. He believed that it was somethlng tobe .
d¢Veloped and maintained at the highest level. “Washington’s genius, Washington’-s greatness,
lay in his character.”? He develdped into a great man and was acclaimed as a classical hero

because of the way he conducted himself during times of trial. It was his moral character that set

1 Wood, 33.

22 Novak and Novak, 7.

2 Wood, 37.

* Connell, 9.

" ¥ George Washington, The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscr, ipt Sources 1745-1799 (Vol.
30: To.Alexander Hamilton, August 28, 1788), 2002.

6 Wood, 34.



- to giveit up.

him_epart from other men.hz.7 George had -eamed his reputation, hlS “cheracter,” as amoral hero,
and he did not want to dissipate it. He spent the rest of his life safe guarding and protecting his
reputation aihd worrying about it. All gentlemen tried meﬁcutously to protect-their reputétions,
“which is what they meant by their honor. Honor was the esteerh in which they were held, and
they prized it.® |

| George Washington truly believed that only an honest man could sustain an unblemished -
reputatlon ? Consistent honesty is a key constituent of character and Washington belteved that -
you had to be good before you could be great. And he was steadfast in his cla1m of the glonous .
nobility and timeless value of ummpeachable truth. “T hold the maxim no ‘less applicable to
public than to pnvate affairs,” he wrote, “that honesty is always the best policy.” »0 -

EVen ifJ ohn Adams was not all that impressed with George Washington, Adam’s wife, .

Abigail, wés certainly tetken with him. She admired his restraint and trusted him. “Ifhe was not -
really one of the best intentioned men in the world,” she Wrote, “he mlght be a very dangerous

ne.” As historian Garrjf Wills has 50 politely put it, George “gained power from his readiness

531

IV. Culture & Public Image

Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own 7eputanon for itis
better to be alone thcm in bad company.
-Geor ge Washington '

’

If there was ever an arena in which Washington was generally uncomfortable, it was in

the public eye. George grew to be a handsome man by all accounts and stood about six feet three .

T Wood, 34.
> Wood, 43. '
% James C. Rees and Stephen Spignesi, Gem ge Washmgton 's Leader. sth Lessons (Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons
Inc ,2007), 11. '

George Washington, Washington's Far ewell Address 1796 (The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and
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or so, and was heavily bullt and a superb athlete.?. For an individual who would ultimately be a
universally reco gnized figure within the confines of the United States, he spent an enormous: .
amount of time cotlcemed‘ witﬁ how he loeked and how he was viewed by the public. Becauee

~ of this, tle took great pride in his clothing, forever wanting to make eure that heklooked the
“part”. George viewed lrife as a grand stage and he always Wanted‘to consider his audience to |
ensure that he was appropriately “in character” fot whatever circumstances he might face.

In physical stature, he had What both men and women admired. He was both an
impressive horseman at a time when these talents truly counted, and became an extraordineﬁly |
'g;raceftll dancer. Naturally, he loved both riding and dancing.®® He viewed these ae rtleans te'

: 'develop himself eulturélly and provided ameans of interaction on a se cial stage like nol other.
| Because of thls he was hlghly sought after by the ladies of his day.

One of the things that George seemed to struggle with throughout much of his life was

that he tended to be very qu1et. Of those who knew him We11 and convers ed with h1m often,
many were Very disappointed in what they heard. ThlS was not a trait that you would anticipate
)from an mtellectual of his stature. We cannot imagine ‘his expressmg his views over the uses and
abuses of gnef in the world in the Way Thomas Jefferson and John Adams d1d Adams was -
contemptuous of Washington’s intellectual abilities and it was certain, said Adams, that
Washington was not a schelar.34 This teltdency ef awkward Vsilence in ma;ly situations grew to
be vie\yed ae a time of contemplation or thoughtful meditation as Washington grew older.

: However, there were many, some seﬁoﬁély outspoketl, who viewed Washington _with continued

distain due to his inability to converse on what they considered an appropriate level. “Most

people say and do too much,” one friend recalled. “Washington . . . never fell into this common

2 Wood, 33. , . , ol
3 Wood, 33.
M Wood, 33.



.error\ Washington may not always have been a great dinner party companion, but he certainly
had what John Adams ruefully lacked: the “gift of silence.”’

All of the founding fathers were well aware of the conventions of civility or good
ﬁlanners and to varying_degrees, all of them attempted to live up to them. However, Washington
" was most in tune with and serious about following them. ‘He was so intent on understanding
 what the rules of conduct were for a broad;nindeq gentleman that When he would discover these

new truths, he Would pursue ‘ghem with the greatest of fervor, even to an extent that would awe

his conter.nporaries.3 S 1t was because of this strong sense of p@ose that George gave his

conducf such a copybook persbnélity. Heloved I oseph Addison’s play Cato and saw it over ahd
over and mcéorporated some of its lines into his ccr)rfespondence., The play, very mucil an

Enlightenment tract, heilped him absorb what .it meant toA be liberal and virtuous, what it mea;t to
bé a stoical classic;l hero.”’ | |

| Thxoughout his life, Géorge was hypersensitive in respbnse to cﬁﬁcisﬁ. As the years

pas.sed, he became accustomed to the fact that people wdﬁld sometimes disagree with Ius
decisions. But what he nev’ef understood was how any person could disparage his motives,
because he worked so conscientiously to femain honorable, regardless of the circumstances.?® .
He may ﬁave been a simple republican, at heart just a country gentlemen who was in bed every

night by nine-thirty. However, there is no doubt thét he was concem'ed with what he called “the

style prkoperﬂ for the Chief Magistrate.”® All through his life 'people repeatedly remarked about

¥ Wood, 37.

36 Wood, 36.

¥ Wood, 36.
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his hatural “dignity” and his “gallant bearing and commanding figure.” He was, as John Adams
later caustically remarked, “the best actor of presidency we have ever had.”* o

. T:.ater in George’s life, ene.of the things he was well noted for was his and Martha’s
matchmaking. Even in the social iife of the “repﬁblican c"ourt” at the capital in New York and
~ then after 1790 in Philadelphia, he and his wife, Martha, acted as matchmakers in bringing
together couplestrom’ diffefent parts of the United States. He and Marth»a‘arranged siJ‘;teen‘
marriages, inclﬁding thet between James Madison and Dolly Peyne.41' The social world was one
that George would alweys seem to struggle with even though he iﬁlaced Vel"yAr high emphasis on

how he was viewed or portrayed in the public light.

V. Military

I also give it in Charge to you to avoid all Disrespect to or Contempt of the
Religion of the Country and its Ceremonies. Prudence, Policy, and a frue
Christian Spirit, will lead us to look with Compassion upon their Errors without
insulting them. While we are contending for our own Liberty, we should be very
cautious of violating the Rights of Conscience in others, ever considering that
God alone is the Judge of the Hearts of Men, and to him only in this Case, they
are answerable

--Letter to Calonel Benedict Arnold, Seprember 14, 1775%

George Waéhjngton‘wae not a military masfennind, and his tactical and strategic
maneuvers were not the sort that impressed men. This mighf bea pfetty etrong statement for the
-man who'was the general who led the Conﬁnental Army against the British. However, military
glory was not the source of his reputation. 3 1 ike the best corporate executives, Washington
believ‘ed in cermnunicating and acting with cle cklike consistency and in demonstrating

unwavering ethical tenets to his officers and troops. If Washington said something to his men,

¥ Wood, 53.

* Wood, 60.
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they could depend'on‘it' to be true.44: George was also quite concerned about the general behavior
of his troops. He was very clear about his revulsion for soldiers who wantonly plundered and
destroyed property, likening them to nothing more than a mob: “The disktfinctic.)n between a well

regulated Army, and a Mob, is good ordef and discipl.ine of the first, and the licentious and

disorderly behavior of the latter.”™*

Even in the realm of the battlefield, George always kept the first things first. He never
forgot who was ultimately in charge and never attempted to avoid correct placement of credit, as -
cenveyed' in the excerpt from the order that follows:

- “The fate of unborn Millions will now depend, under God, on the Courage - -
and Conduct of this army -- Our cruel and unrelenting Enemy leaves us no
choice but a brave resistance, or the most abject submission; this is all we
can expect -- We have therefore to resolve to conquerior die: Our own
Country's Honor, all call upon us for a vigorous and manly exertion, and if
we now shamefully fail, we shall become infamous to the whole world.
Let us therefore rely upon the goodness of the Cause, and the aid of the
supreme Being, in whose hands Victory is, to animate and encourage us to
great and noble Actions -- The Eyes of all our Countrymen are now upon
us, and we shall have their blessings, and praises, if happily we are the °
instruments of saving them from the Tyrariny meditated against them.” 46

One area in which George d1d excel m111tar11y was in his understandmg of intelli gence
and the need to ,gather information effectively. George is often referred to as America’s first
' spymaster because he beheved that a strong intelli gence system was indispensable to wmm.ng
- the Revolutlonary War.*? It 1s qu1te clear that George knew how to be dev1ous in war, where the

rules of civility were overruled by the adage «All if fair in love and war.”48

o Rees and Spignesi, 12. '
* George Washington, The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sour, ces 1745-1799 (Vol.
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_Follbwing the signing of tﬁe peace treaty and British recognition of American

| independence, Washington stunned the world when he surrendered his sword to the Congress on’
. December 23, 1783, and retired to his farm at Mt. Vernon. As Garry Wills ha.lsvshown, this was a
highly sj,fm‘bolid act,'a i/ery self-conscious Yand ﬁn;:onditional éxtraction from the world of
politics. His retirement from powér had a profound effect far and wide in thé Westemyworld. It

was extraordinary; a victorious general surrendering his arms and returning to his farm was -

unprecedented in contemporary times.*

VI. Politics & Slavery

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and
morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of
patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness,
these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The meve politician,
equally with the pioys man, ought to respect and to cherish them . .. And let us
with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on
minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

--Washington’s Farewell Address, 1796

Even after the Constitution was drafted, Washington believed ‘that he would be able to

retire to the domestic tranquility of Mt. Vernon. However, everyone else still believed that he

was the right choice to become the first President of the newly formed national govemmen;c.51

George was not naive. He was a man who had grown a great deal ’through his upbringing and
through his e,xperiénce in the military. But at the same time, he was tired and wanted to retreat

to Mt. Vernon.

* Wood, 41. , ‘
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One thiilgA would change his mind. George was always cohcerncd‘ about the welfare of
: the group ahead ;)f his own ﬁeeds and wants. He was a selfless man and cieﬁnitely a servant
~ leader. Nothi'ng could make him abandon his retirement; Washington told Benjamin Lincoln,
“unless it be a‘convic.rion that the partiality of my Countrymen he}d made my services absoiutély :
neceséé.ry, joined to a fear that my refusél might induce a belief that I preferred the coxlwersation
of my own reputation&’ i)rivate ease, to the good of my Country.”sj George would not let his -
fellow countrymen down. In fact, the pressure on 'Waé/hington to serve as president was so -
immense that he gave way. Naturally, he was elected with every possible electoral vote, the lone
presid'ent in American history so honored.” |

This was a new time for a new couﬁtry and since the United States had never had an
elected chief executive like the one Aconstructedtby ’theA Constitution of 1787, Was.h‘ington had
almost no precedeﬁts to follow. Not only did he have to validate and to flesh out the new office
of the presidency, he also had to put togéther a new nation and confirm to a skeptical world that
America’s grand experiment in self-government was legitimate.>*. This would amount to a huge
amount of work in a timeframe when Washington was hoping to relax and reintegréte into
ci,vilian society, but again, George would not 1ef the people down. He was the only Arﬁeriqan in
:1789 ﬂuat. possessed the dignity, patience, restraint, and reputation for republican virtue that the
untried but potenﬁally powerful office of the presidency needed at the oﬁtset.s > |

Asin the'cvase of his calling as comrnand& in chief, Wéshington’s most important act as )
Pfes’ident was Hs giving up of the office. The maj oﬁty of pebple presupfosed that Washi_néton

might be president for as long as he lived. 'Consequently, his persistent efforts to retire from the

%2 George Washington, The Papers of George Washington (University of Virginia, 2010), Presidential Ser., I:71,
http://gwpapers.virginia.edw/ (accessed December 28, 2010).
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presidency enhanced his moral authority-and helped fix the republican character of the
Constitution.s6 Even though it took someStrong encouragement on the part of Elizabeth Powel,
the wife of the wealthy Philadelphia merchant Samuel Powell, in 1792, Washington stayed on .
for another term. Nonetheless, in 1796, he was so resolute in wanting to retire that no one.could
dissuade him, and his Voluntary departure from the office set a precedent that was not broken
until Franklin D. Roosevelt secured a third term in 1940. But so strong was the sentlment for a
two-term hrnrt that the conventlon was written into the Constltutlon in the T Wenty—seoond
Amendment in 1951. Washington’s action in 1796 waa of huge importance. That the chief
executive of a state should Willingly surrender his office was an object lesson in republicatrism at
a time when the republican eyrperiment throughout the Atlantic world was very much in doubt.*’
By the time George returned to Mt. Vemnon at the end of the war, he had concluded that
slavery needed to be putto' an end, not simply because it was an inefficient labor syétern but;
more irnl?ortant, it violated everything theRevoluﬁon regarded as sacred.”® As\he told a fellow
Virginian, he had come to hope agajnst hope that some plan could.be adopted.by which slavery‘
could be eliminated “by slow, sure, & irnperceptible degrees.”™ Sometimes George may have
moved diffidently in the social world, but in the politieal world he knew how to make a dramatic
move. One of his most impressiye acts was his.freeing of hisslaves in his will. Of all of the
Well-known founders who were slavenolders, including J efferson, Madison, and Patrick Henry,
Washin‘gton was the only one who actually endedvup freeing hisk slaves. 'He was no ab olitionist

and in his lifetime he never spoke out in public against the establishment of slavery. Instead he A

8 Waod, 60.
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amved at h15 own conclusion that slavery was morally wrong and inconsistent with the
pr1n01p1es of the Revolution ¢ gradually, privately, and w1th dlfﬁculty’ >80
In the end, it was the people’s trust in George that enabled the new government to:
~ survive. And it was his behavior as a republican chief executive that was most responsible for
- making the presidency the poWerful national office it'became. Even an unsympathetic Bﬁtish
: onvserver' was forced to admit that W ashington possessed “the two great fequisites ofa states‘rnan,‘

the faculty of concealing his own sentiments, and of discovering those of other men.”®!

VII. Religion

. .[I]t is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the Providence of Almighty
God to obey His will, to be grateful Jor his beneﬁts and humbly to implore hls
protecnon and favor. .

George exhibited many of the values that religion can bring forth. Although George was
1n many ways a very personal man,‘he directly' and indirectly found numerous oppertunities to
exhibit these characteristies: faith, ‘hope and love. George was a child of the Enlightenment. He
was very much a man of his age, and hé teok its moral standards more seriously than d1d most of
his contemporaries.63 Because of this, 'George was an active participant in family religious
functions from a very young age. From the reports of visitors to Mount Vernon, he even
eccaeionalIy said grace at the table.®*

George was a descendent of an'Englieh shipmaster, John Washing{on, who imInigrated to

AVirginia in about 1658. John’s father had been an ordained Puritan minister, the Reverend

% Wood, 37-38.
1 Wood, 56. ‘ '
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’LaWrence Washington of Purleigh, England.65 John was coﬁdemned by fellow Puritans in
England for practicing Anglican Catholicism and his congregation had accused him of
“drunkenness” because he persisted in saying Maés at a time when such sacrarhents were not -
' apPreciéted.“Although much of history is silent regarding the details of Reverend“
Washington’s life, tﬁe shame of the puhishmegf wrought upon the family b‘ecause of his religious
convictions was iﬁtolefable, for'vyoung John and he ﬂed to Virginia to gécape the social and
financial harshness that flowed from its acrimony.”’ Reliéious freedom within the colonies
cpﬁpled with economic opportunity p.rovided‘J ohn Washing;on potent incentives to hold fast to
his family spiritual tfaditions. Because 6f this influence, the beliefs, manners and ‘culture of
John’s prosperity in IVirginia remained enibe‘dded in English Puritanism steepeq in Anglican
Catholicism.® | |

In the colonies, The Church of England was known és the Anglican (Latin for “English”)
Church.®® In the Words of Professor David L. Holmes: “Throughout the colonial perioci, the
Church of England was the estéblished Church of Colonial Vi.rginié.v Coloﬁial Virginians wére
born into the Anglican faith .. The Virginia General Asseinbly legislated for the estaiblished
Churchz supported it through tgxation, and protected it against competition.””® George
W ashington’s family belonged to the Anglican Church. Georgé was baptizéd aﬁd raised in the
Esta‘bli'bshed Church of Virgirﬁa: His wife, Martha, was a devoted Anglican and reguiar-
churchgoer. By the standard of the eighteenth—century, Washington. was‘ religiously active.”! By

all historical accounts, he regularly attended church services. During his presidential years,

- Connell, 3. .
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Washiﬁgton occasionally worshipped in éhurches‘ of oﬂiér denominations, but he normaliy
aftended Anglican aﬁd Episcdpal churches. Whils in Virginia, his regular cﬁurches were Pohick
Church in Fairfax County and later Christ Church in Alexa:n‘dria.72 Some historians like to paint -
Washingtoh as a deist, one more concerned with morality and ethics than w1th adhering to the

" doctrines of a particular éhurch. They would also like to suggest fhat he did not have any interest
in theology. Howevér, the Washington library includéd theological books that chronicled God_’s
temporal as well as spin'tual-‘ ;éwafds and punishments -.for cqndu;:t'and each subsequent
generaﬁon studied these works.” He believed that organized religion played a useful role in

~ society by pforhoting morality, order, and stability.? 4 Whik in the military, it was common for -

. Georg¢ to seek out a quiet place of solitude in order thét he might read and pray in private. He
reciuired revolutionary military forces to have ch‘aplains, insiéted that his soldiers a:ctend Sunday
services, and ordered Thanksgiving services aﬁef .victories."'5 As president he was always

“acutely sénsitive to thé varying interests of the country and fervent .in his efforts to prevent the

} . , , .

: nation from fragménting and falling apart; After he became pfesident, he exchanged sa}utations
with twenty-two 1éading religious groups and made-a practice of étfending the church services of
‘a variety of denominations, including that of Roman Catholicisrﬁ, and in a remarkable display of
1ibera]ity for the age he assured the J'e\\vs of Newport, Rhode Island, that America was an
enlightened place Whefe “everyone shall sit in safefcyuﬁder his own vine and fig tree, and there
shall be none to make him afraid.”"® | |

o In another example of Washington’s insight iﬁto the topic of religion, George said, “You

do well to wish to learn our arts and ways of life, and above all, the religion of Jesus Christ. |

™ Holmes, 79.
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These will make you a greater and happier people than 3;ou are. Congress will do. gyerything‘ they
can to assist you in this wise intention; and to tie the knot of friendship and union so fast, thét
nothing shall ever be able to loose ifc.”77 Ultimately, George was born into Anglicanism,. lived
his life as a practicing melﬁber, and was buried witﬁ the full rituals of the'Anglican Churcl‘1.78
_Wfth all of the historical refereﬁégs to his religious background and upbringing; it would be most
 difficult to somehow conclude that hé was not signiﬁéantly grounded from a religidus vantage

- point. Both his words and his actions would strongly reflect the Contrary. :

VIII. Leadership |

His was the singular destiny . . . of leading the armies of his country successfully
through an arduous war for the establishment of its independence, of conducting
its councils through the birth of a government, new In its forms and principles,
until it settled down into a quiet and orderly train; and of scrupulously obeying
_ the laws through the whole of his career, civil and military, of which the history
of the world furnishes no other example.
--Thomas Jefferson

From the mah who exuded leadership from a very young age, George was to becomethé
foremost leader of his time. Not because of his éducation or the status which he held, but
| because he knew how fo step to the forefront and gﬁide people, civilians and military kalike,
;thréugh some of the most precarious ﬁmes in the history of Ainerica. Many éf George’s actions
can be understood only in terms of his deep concern for his reputatlon as a virtuous leader.” He
was one who drew on many resources, both wnttcn and personal. It should be the hi ghest
amb1t10n of every Amencan to extend hlS views beyond himself and to bear in mind that his
conduct w111 not only affect himself, h1s country, and his 1mmed1ate postenty, but that its |

m_ﬂuence may extend. throughout the world, and stamp political happiness or misery on ages yet

o George Washmgton The Writings of George Washington ﬁ om the Orzgmal Manuscrzpt Sources 1 745 1799 (Vol
15: Speech to the Delaware Chiefs; May 12,1779), 2002.
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unborn.®® As previously noted in Section IV regarding appearance, it is also.appareﬁ;c that

George was always concerned about what he said and how it may be taken or interpreted at some

’
J

later date.

George was a systematic and energetic aénﬁnistrator. He kept meticulous records and
comﬁlurllzcategl ona regulai basis with his department heads, to whom he delegated substéntiaIA
authority." Yet he always made it cvlearv that}fchey were merely his helpers and accountable to him
alone. He alWays understood the exercise of aﬁthon'ty. 81 Although he regularly surrounded
himself with brilliant advisors, he was alWays his own man and resolved that the government
speak with a solitary voice.* |

George iacked the intellectual conﬁdence of his advisors. However, he conéulted them
often and mofzed slowly and cautiously to jﬁdgment. But, when ready to act, he acted decisivély;
In the case of controversial decisioné, such as his acceptance of Hamilton’s Bank of the United
States or hisP£oclamati‘on of Neutrality in 1793, he did not second-guess himself. George made
the presidency the dongnant office o\f the new government by filling out the executive branch
and maidng it efﬁcieht and resporisﬂale.“ |

If ény one person was responsible for establishing the young Republic on a firm footing,
it was Washing’con.34 He was a realist who had no illusions about human nature. “The motives

which predominate most human affairs,” he said, “are self-love and self-interest.” The common

-people, like the common soldiers in his army, could not be expected to be “influenced by any

¥ George Washington, George Washington Papers at the Library of Cdng7 ess (George Wasington to Alexander
Hamilton; August 28, 1788, transcription), February 16, 1999. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gwhtml/gwhome html
- (accessed December 28, 2010).
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other pﬁnciples than those of interest.”® He promoted roa(_is and canals and the‘poét office —
anything and' everything that bound the diffgrent states and sections together. He thought
'const_anﬂy about ﬂvle future of the nation and thosé he called the “unborn millions.”%

- George was in constant thought about every facet of hlS newlnation, wanting to make sure that he

left a trail for later generations that was both clear in direction and in due pro cess.

. ' : , . Conclusion

I was but the humble Agent of favouring Heaven, whose benign interferénce was
so ofter manifested in our behalf, and to whom the praise of victory alone is
: due.*
. —-Gearge Washmgton

" All he was and all he did reflected e;man of the gre’evltest‘ character; YWho was ultimately
cc;ncemed with the legacy he would leave to those who would follow. George Washington was
a great hero who was forever concex;ned abQﬁt how his feﬂectioﬁ would be seen, both whiie he
lived md’aﬂér'he would die. George was 'sénsible in so many ways. The Biblical teaching from
his parén’;s, speciﬁcaliy his mother Mary when he was young, wouldvprovide him with the sound
beginnings of his religious beliefs. The time spent with his fafhér before his untimely 'death.

" would provide Georgé Wiﬁl a sound wbrk ethic. Thé enthusiasm and stories from his half- |
brother, Lawrence, would excite éeorge to want to grow up and look beypﬁd the Virginia farm
of his upbringiné. Tﬁe time spent in personal stﬁdy of items like the Rules of Civility would help
te:;ch and mold George into the gentlemén he would become. There is no doubt that George was

a groundéd man. But as this paper suggests there were many aspects of George’s life and

¥ George Washington, The Writings of George Washington ﬁ'dm the Original Manuscrl:pt Sources 1743-1799 (Vol.
6 107-108), 2002.
8 George Washington, The Writings of George Washington ﬁ‘om the Original Manu.scrzpt Sources 1745-1799 (Vol
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experiences that contributed to who he was and 'histo.rically who he became. George Washington ..
is one of the greatest heroes of American history. One can only hope that we never forget the

examples he set and the foundation he established.
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