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PREFACE

U.s. Army Air Forces Victory Credits, World War II, is a follow
on to Project Ace, started in May 1959 to compile a preliminary list
of fighter aces. Published in January 1962 as USAF Historical, Study
No. 73, this compilation was titled A Preliminary List of U.S. Air
Force Aces, 1917-1953. SUbsequently, the ~SAF Historical Division,*
Aerospace Studies Institute, pUblished USA~ Credits for the Destruc
tion of Enemy Aircraft, Korean War in Juna 1963, pnd as the Historical
Research Division,* Aerospace Studies Institute~ 'p~blished U.S. Air
Service Victory Gredits, World War I in June lSb9•. In March 1974,
the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center published U.S. Air
Force Combat Victory Credits, Southeast Asia.

Since the establishment of project Ace in 1959, research has
continued on the victory credits of World War II. Civilian contract
historian Wesley P. Newton, Jr., under the supervision of Dr. Maurer
Maurer, then Chief of the Historical Studies Branch, completed the
first phase of this research, which resulted'in the pUblication of
the preliminary list of aces.

Civilian contract historian Calvin F. Senning, who did most of
the primary research on the Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Air Forces under
the supervision of Dr. Maurer, began the second phase of the project,
to record all fighter victory_credits of .Wo~ld War II .. Since 1968,
five reserve officers, assigned as historians to;the Historical
Research Center under the mobilization augmente~concept, have accom
plished all the work. The normal reserve tour for each of them
consists of 1 day a month and 12 days of active duty a Year•

. tColonel Benjamin B. Williams, USAFR, joined the project in 1967,
and has monitored the work of the other reservists who have been in
volved in the primary research over the past 10 years. He did the
basic research for the Fi~th, Thirteenth, and Ninth (in Africa) Air
Forces, First Tactical Air Force (Provisional), and the Iceland Base
Command. He a1so completed the inquiry begun by Senning on the
Eighth, Ninth (Europe), and Tenth Air Forces.

Lieutenant Colonel Forrest B. Dowdy, USAFR, researched the
Seventh, Eleventh, and Fourteenth Air Forces; and Colonel Alfred W.
Goldthwaite, USAFR, worked on the latter stages Of this portion of
the project. This section includes the Twentieth Air Force credits
earned by the VII Fighter Command in 1945 •.

*Forerunner of the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research
Center.
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Lieuterrant Colonel Leigh Maier, USAFR (now retired), started
the investigation into the Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Forces in the
Mediterranean area. Major Donald B. Dodd, USAtR, completed that
werk, including the most difficult determinations which had to be
made for these two air forces.

Since 1972, Mr. James N. Eastman, Jr., Chief of the Research
Branch, AFSHRC, has had general supervision over the project.

Keypunching of the data cards was done by Earline Gober and
Ann Hines. Master Sergeant Thaddeus E. Bugay, USAF, assisted in
editing the printouts, and Carolyn Smith and Sherry Hassett pro
vided typing services.

The Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center is grateful
for assistance provided by the National Personnel Records Center in
St. Louis, Missouri. The Data Automation Center of Air University
processed the research data for the Historical Research Center.

Reviewed by:

~~~
ef~ Albert F. Simpson

Historical Research Center

I

Approved by:

~v-,(~ ,
~HN W. HUSTON, Maj Gen, USAF
Chief, Office of Air Force History
Headquarters USAW
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INTRODUCTION

World War II was the only truly worldwide conflict in which air
power played a significant role; where~or1d War I, Korea, and Vietnam
were limited geographically in application of U.S. airpower t it was

'.not. This presented researchers into the victory credits of the war
. ~with some special problems. There was never a single list of official

victory credits for World War lIt and, in fact, there were no uniform
rules governing the award of credits in the various theaters and air
forces ..., ~

•
Researchers for this project followed carefully prepared guide

lines set forth by the USAF Historical Division as IlInstructions for
Study No. 85 t Criteri a for Determi ni ng Vi ctory Credits. "1

The nature of aerial combat makes it very difficult to determine
whether or not an enemy aircraft was in fact destroyed. The word of
the claimant alone never has been accepted as sufficient evidence to
establish a victory credit. Some kind of confirmation such as the
witness of a fellow pilot on the mission t gun camera film, or a wit
ness on the ground who observed the action generally has been necessary
to establish a credit. Some competent authority, in turn, must recog
nize such confirmation before a victory receives official sanction. 2

Furthermore, for the Army Air Forces to record a claim for the
destruction of an enemy aircraft as a credit, the flyer had to be a
member of the Army Air Forces or an allied flyer assigned or attached
to an Army Air Forces unit engaged in air-to-air combat during the
period 7 December 1941 to 14 August 1945. Victory credits earned by
AmericanS-who were members of, or Army Air Forces personnel serving
with, allied units are not included here as those victories rightly
belong to the units with which the victory was achieved. 3

Individual fighter pilots in single-seat fighter aircraft earned
almost all of the verified victory credits of World_War II. However,
this study also includes night fighter credits in which each member of
the two- or three-man night fighter crew received one vi~tory for each
enemy plane destroyed. Though this distorts the actual number of
enemy aircraft destroyed t the procedure is the same as that u?ed for. ..... , ....

lA copy of these instructions ;s appended.

2A Pre1imlnar List of U.S. Air Force Aces, 1917-1953, USAF
Hist~rica1 Study No. 73 January 1962, p. 41 •

3See Appendix 1.
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World War I and Vietnam victory credits when a two-place fighter was
involved.

An aircraft was deemed as destroyed if it were a heavier-than-air
craft, manned and which one might expect to be armed,4 that, as a result
of air-to-air action, crashed into the ground or water, disintegrated in
the air, or was abandoned by its pilot. Credit also was given for inten
tional ramming of an enemy aircraft or for maneuvering in such a way as
to cause the enemy plane to crash. 5

Victory credits in this study were awarded if some official docu
mentation such as a general order of a main issuing agency or the report
of a victory credit board accepted the claim and ruled favorably u~on it,
and if no higher authority later revoked or rejected the credit. (Revo
cation was made by amendments to general orders or amended credit board
reports.) Credit has been awarded by the Historical Research Branch (or
its predecessor, the Historical Studies Branch) using the authority
assigned to the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center by HQ USAF
in 1962. 6 Throughout this study the researcher applied the criteria to
resolve doubtful cases in favor of the claimant.?

~

One of the difficulties of the project was determining the primary
authority for the award of victory credits. In different theaters and
in the various air forces within theaters s the systems for authenticating
victory credits varied substantially.

The European Theater of Operations (ETO) encompassed the Eighth Air
Force, the Ninth Air Force after 16 October 1943, the Iceland Base Com
mand, and the First Tactical Air Force (Provisional). The VIII Fighter
Command in September 1945, in a document entitled "Eighth Air Force Final
Report of Assessed Fighter Claims Against Enemy Aircraft s " tabulated the
victory credits of the Eighth Air Force. This study corrects the errors
in the "Final Assessed Fighter Claims" by detailed research of squadrons
and group claims, by correcting misspelled names, and by eliminating the

4The German Ju 52, for example, was most frequently an armed
transport plane.

5See Appendix 1.

6Zd Ind (B/L, Research Studies Institute, through AU, to HQ USAF,
"Victory Credits," 7 Aug 1962), HQ USAF to AU, 16 Aug 1962.

7Ibid .

2
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confusion caused by credits having been entered under variant name
forms. 8

Victory credits of the Ninth Air Force in the ETa were derived
fQr the most part from the victory credit board reports of the IX
Fighter, IX Tactical Air, XIX Tactical Air, and the XXIX Tactical Air
Commands. A few Ninth Air Force credits were issued in general orders
awarding decorations after the war in Europe had ended and after the
work of the victory credit boards ceased. 9 .

The four and one-ha1f- credits that the fighter pilots of the
Iceland Base Command won, with one exception, were published in the
general orders of U.S. Army Forces, Iceland, which awarded Silver Stars
and gave essential details of the action. The one exception was a
credit given by research in the "Ice1and Base Command War Diary" which
reported the damaging of a German Ju 88 by machinegun fire and from con
tact with the attacking P-39 1 s propeller. Seventeen days later, an
American search party came upon the crashed German plane. General
orders never awarded this victory credit but the encounter report and
the finding of the wreckage confirm the destruction of this aircraft.
The odd half credit in Iceland relates to the first German plane (an
FW 200 "Courier ll

) destroyed by Army Air Forces pilots in American planes
in the ETO. A pilot stationed in Iceland and a pilot from an Eighth Air
Force fighter squadron staging through Iceland on its way to England
shared this victory credit. As a reSUlt, half the credit was recorded
by the Eighth Air Force and half by the Iceland Base .Command.

Awarding of victory credits to members of the First ~actical Air
Force (Provisional) required special attention because of the unusual
nature of the formation and operation of this provisional organization.
The First Tactical Air Force (Rrovisiona1) was formed in October 1944
from units of the Ninth and Twelfth Air Forces to support the ground
armies in Northern France after the forces which invaded Normandy and
Southern France linked up in the fall of 1944.

When the provisional air force organized, Ninth and Twelfth Air
Forces dropped recordkeeping for the units taken from the~t' Hence, no
record of victories exists for these groups in either the Ninth or

8A detailed analysis and critical evaluation, prepared by the
USAF Historical Divi~on in October 1960, is available in the files
of Project Ace in the AFSHRC.

9Ninth~Air Force victory credit boards were established in con
formance with par 2f(2), HQ Ninth Air Force Memorandum Number 55-8,
29 Mar 1944, and for IX Tactical Air Command by par 3. SO 114, HQ_IX
Fighter Command, 31 Dec 1943.

3
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Twelfth Air Forces. The main issuing agency for victories in the First
Tactical Air Force (Provisional) became the XII Tactical Air Command
which had entered the ETO from the MTO in the invasion of Southern France.
A few victory credits were given on general orders of the First Tactical
Air Force (Provisional), but in every case they record multiple victories
and the award of a Silver star or Distinguished Flying Cross. Other
credits for this provisional air force were issued on orders of United
States Strategic Air Forces in Europe, Ninth Air Force (after the war in
Europe ended). and XIX Tactical Air Command, as well as by the XII Tac
tical Air Command Combat Claims and the 64th Fighter Wing Claims boards.
The absence of a definite main issuing agency for the First Tactical Air
Force (Provisional) made these detenminations especially difficult.

Most of the victory credits in the Mediterranean area--which in
cludes the Middle East, North Africa, the islands of the Mediterranean,
and the southern portion of the European continent--were recorded as
incidental parts of award citations in the general orders of the Twelfth
and Fifteenth Air Forces and their predecessors. Headquarters of the
Ninth Air Force (while it operated in the Middle East and North Africa)
issued some credits in the theater. Also validating credits were: IX
Fighter Command; XII Fighter Command (later the XII Tactical Air Command);
XII Bomber Command; XII Air Support Command; the 5th, 42d, and 47th
Bombardment Wings; United states Army Forces in the Middle East (USAFIME);
United States Army Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF); Northwest African Air
Forces; Northwest African Coastal Air Force; Northwest African Strategic
Air Force; Army Air Forces, North African Theater (AAF-NATO); North
African Theater of Operations, U.S. Army; Army Air Forces. Mediterranean
Theater of Operations (AAF-MTO); and Mediterranean Theater of Operations,
U.S. Army.

Fifth and Thirteenth Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific issued
victory credits in general orders of their respective headquarters.
Prior to the formation of these numbered air forces, credits in the
theater appeared as incidental parts of citations for Air Medals, DFCs,
Silver Stars, and Distinguished Service Crosses in the ~eneral orders
of United States Army Forces in the South Pacific Area (USAFISPA) and
United States Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). Both the Fifth and
Thirteenth adopted policies of giving only whole credits. The only
fractional credits in the Fifth Air Force were awarded to six Filipino
fighter pilots who together destroyed one Japanese plane. Thirteenth
Air Force, like Fifth. awarded no fractional credits in general orders;
but the XIII Fighter Command maintained a list of victories which in
cluded fractions. Often, when a determination could not be made to
award a victory to one or another pilot involved in the action, neither
pilot received credit. These victories have been included in this study
as credits shared equally by all involved pilots whenever primary re
search into the mission supported the findings of the XIII Fighter
Command tabulation.

4
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In the Central and Western Pacific, the Seventh, Eighth (Pacific),
and Twentieth Air Forces and the VII Fighter Command, all of which oper
~ted there, awarded Victory credits in general orders. All of these
were incidental to citations for medals and clusters except that Seventh
Air Force frequently gave specific victory credits in its general orders.
Other headquarters which issued a few victory credits for this theater
were the United States Anny Strategic Air Forces; Army Air Forces,
Pacific Ocean Areas; Tenth Army; and United States Army Forces, Pacific.

Victory credits in the Aleutians Theater were issued in general
orders of Headquarters, Alaska Defense Command; XI Fighter Command;
Field Headquarters, Eleventh Air Force; and Headquarters, Eleventh Air
Force--which sometimes cited victory credits only, and sometimes cited
the victory as an incidental part of an award citation.

In the China-Surma-India (CBI) Theater where the Tenth and Four
teenth Air Forces operated, these air forces recorded victory credits
in their general orders, which appear as incidental parts of citations
for Air Medals, DFCs, or Silver Stars. Other main issuing agencies for
Victory credits in this theater were Army Air Forces, India-Burma
Theater; Army Air Forces, China Theater; China Air Task Force; and
United States Army Forces, CBI.

For this project, victory credits (whole or fractional) for each
individual were recorded on data cards developed by the Historical
Research Center. Each card included the name, serial number, service,
unit of assignment, theater of operations, credit (whole or fractional),
and the date of the action. The source of the authority for the award
of the credit--Victory Credit Board Report, general order, unit history,
operations report or any other source--is recorded on each data card.
In the remarks section of each card are recorded additional notations
pertaining to the type of enemy aircraft destroyed (if known), the type
of U.S. or allied aircraft involved in the mission (if easily available),
any decoration awarded the pilot, and any other pertinent information
that would support the victory credit. The researcher made note of any
difficulties surrounding the victory itself or problems relating to in
complete portions of the data card. Basic data were keypunched and
resulted in a computer printout. Each printout then was edited against
the data cards and later against previous printouts. On occasion, docu
ments have come to light which have resulted in the addition or dele
tion of victory credits. The present list was made from all known
documents ava11able in the historical document collection of the His
torical Research Center, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, and researchers also
checked many of the records against the individuals' files in the
National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri.

The list is as complete as available source documents can make
it, but historical researchers never make categorical claims that a

5
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work is error free, since there is always the chance that additional
evidence may come to light. Persons who possess documents that might
alter scores are encouraged to forward copies of such material to the
Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center/HOR, Maxwell AFB, Alabama
36112. All documents should be submitted in a form that may be retained
by the Center for evaluation in relationship to the materials available.
Any reappraisal thus initiated will be done in accordance with the
criteria adopted for the entire project.

Some specific facts are necessary to the user's full understand
ing of the lists. On 15 May 1942, the Army Air Forces redesignated all
IIPursuit ll units as IIFighter ll units. This was a worldwide change. Many
of the combat units in the Fifth and Seventh Air Forces had received
victory credits under the IIPursuit" designation. To prevent confusion
in this study, all of the combat units which were Pursuit Squadrons or
Pursuit Groups have been listed as ItFighter ll squadrons or groups.

None of the Chinese Air Force flyers who served with the Chinese
American Composite Wing (CACW) in the Fourteenth Air Force were awarded
victory credits on Army Air Forces general orders. Their victory credits
were recorded~ however, in the Fourteenth Air Force IIMonthly Roster of
Victories U and are included herein.

Although the Iceland Base Command was under European Theater of
Operations (ETO), its credits (four and one-half total) are identified
with the theater designator uICE II to set them apart from the other ETO
credits.

The compilers made no attempt to separate the theaters "Central"
and "Western ll Pacific which were the sale areas of the Seventh Air
Force, or to divide the activities of the Fifth and Thirteenth Air
Forces between the IISouthH and "Southwest" Pacific Areas. Therefore,
all Seventh Air Force and VIr Fighter Command (which in 1945 was a
part of Twentieth Air Force) credits designate the theater with "CP"
for Central Pacific~ and all Fifth and Thirteenth Air Force credits
carry the designation "SWP II for Southwest Pacific area.

6
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VICTORY CREDITS

ALPHABETICAL
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