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BACKGROUND
 Need for Training FOB
 Fort Lee      TRADOC      HQUSACE
 USATCES determined need for standardized Combat 

FOB designs
 September 2007, funding was provided by the Defense 

Ammunition Center in McAlester, OK
 AFCS program was developing standard FOBs in 

modular packages
 USAESCH and USATCES applied explosives safety 

criteria to FOBs designed by AFCS
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WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
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DoD POLICY

Expose the minimum number of people for 
the minimum amount of time to the 
minimum amount of explosives consistent 
with safe and efficient operations.
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QUANTITY-DISTANCE BASICS
 Inhabited Building Distance (IBD)

► Overpressure and fragmentation

 Public Traffic Route Distance (PTRD)
► 60% of IBD

 Intraline Distance (ILD)
► Related operations

 Intermagazine Distance (IMD)
► Explosives storage/holding areas
► Prevent prompt propagation
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QUANTITY-DISTANCE BASICS
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POTENTIAL EXPLOSION 
SITES

 Combat Loaded Vehicle Parking
► Stalls separated by earth-filled 

barrier units

 Ammunition Holding Areas
► Bays separated by earth-filled 

barrier units

 Small Arms Ammunition Storage
► Constructed using MILVANs
► Can be placed anywhere

11



BUILDING STRONG®

C10.T1.
DoD 6055.09-STD
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SUMMARY
 Given available real estate, explosives safety criteria 

applied to FOB layout
 QDs based on contingency standards in Chapter 10 of 

DoD 6055.09-STD Chapter 10
 150- and 600-man standardized FOB designs produced
 Physical demarcations instituted
 Troop surge considered
 Completed standards included in Theater Construction 

Management System database
 For information, contact the US Army Technical Center 

for Explosives Safety

13



BUILDING STRONG®

Questions?
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