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Foreword

ThIS monograph descrIbes air supply operations in the
IndIa-Burma Theater during the Second World War. In­
cluded In the dIScuSSIon are brief accounts of the ground
campaigns that the aIr supply effort supported as well
.as of the transport operatlOns which delIvered the sup­
plies. Considerable attention is given to the command
organizatIOns developed to control air supply operatIons,
to the procedures followed III allocating supplies, and to
the ground supply organIzatIons that procured, packed,
and loaded the goods WhICh air transport units delivered.
The narratIve covers both American and BritIsh opera­
tions.

ThIS monograph was wl'ltten by Dr. Joe G. Taylor of the
USAF HIstorical Dlvieion. Dr. Taylor was a bombardier
with the 12th Bomb Group, IndIa-Burma Theater, dur­
mg World War II

Like other HIstOrIcal DIvision studies, this hIstory is
subJect to reVIsion, and addItIonal information or sug­
gested corrections WIll be welcomed.
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CHAPTER
•

Introduction

~
1,

Importance of Air Supply in Burma

A IR SUPPLY of ground forces was a sig­
1\.. mficant development in every theater
dunng World War II. In comparison with
most others Burma was a theater of lImited
lmportance, but it was the only theater ill

which air supply was the chief and often
the only means of supplymg Allied ground
forces in actlOn agamst the enemy. British,
Chmese, and American forces that pene~

trated mto the Japanese-held areas of
Burma were forced to rely upon aerial lines
of commuUlcatIon (LOC) because no others
were available. Despite obstacles imposed
by terram, weather, disease and the Japan­
ese, complexities of command, and diver­
gencies in the strategIc aims of the three
Allied concerned, aIr supply In Burma suc­
ceeded to such an extent that the ground
forces III the final and successful Allied of­
fensive were supplied entirely by air durmg
much of the campaign. Thus a study of aIr
supply in Burma has value not only as a
record of events which deserve to be re­
corded, but also as a record which may
prove useful to those planners who must
make provisIOn for possible milltary op­
erations in the future.

Background

The geography oj Burma. Burma, now
an mdependent nation, was a BntiSh colony
of approximately 16,000,000 people durmg
World War II. From the extreme north to
the extreme south, Burma is almost 1,200
mIles long, and it 18 575 miles wide at the
wIdest point. The average dImensions are
much less; the total area IS only some 263,­
000 square mIles. From Myitkyina, the

1

northernmost city of any size, to Rangoon
is less than 500 miles, and the central
plam, where most of the population is lo­
cated, is less than 100 miles wide for much
of its length, though WIder m the Man­
dalay area and the extreme south.

Politically, Burma IS bounded on the west
by India, East Pakistan (part of India dur­
ing World War II), and the Bay of Bengal;
on the south by the Andaman Sea; on the
east by Thailand, Laos (part of Indochina),
and Chma; and on the north by China and
IndIa. During World War II, ThaIland and
Indochina were occupIed by the Japanese,
but India and western China (except that
portion west of the Salween River) 1'e­
mamed m Allied hands.

Far more important than the political
boundaries were the natural barriers which
almost prohibIted access to Burma, except
by sea. To the north, northwest, and north­
east towered the Himalayas. To the east the
Shan Hills, with peaks up to 7,500 feet
within Burma, barred easy approach to the
colony from that direction. To the west the
Arakan Yoma, which included the Naga
and Chm ThUs with peaks up to 10,000 feet,
shut off Burma from India. The Arakan
Yoma extended to the coast near the Ind1a­
Burma border, and thus was an obstacle to
movement down the west coast.

Needless to say, there was no way of
entermg Burma from the extreme north.
The great peaks of the Himalayas provided
no trall for man or machine. On the east
there were some poor roads, motorable in
good weather, through the southern Shan
Hills from Thailand into Burma, and be~

fore the end of the war the Japanese put
a raIlroad into operation from Thailand to
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