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lbe Early Years) 1897-1917
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Establishment of a balloon park at Fort Logan, Kansas in 1897 began

the history of U.S. air installations. A balloon built and flown there

was used in the Spanish American War to observe the Spanish fleet in

the harbor at Santiago and to direct artillery fire at the Battle of San

Juan Hill in 1898. Brigadier General Adolphus W. Greely, Chief Signal

Officer of the U.S. Arnry, had established the Signal Corps balloon section

in 1892. Citing European aeronautical achievements and advances in his

annual reports between 1892 and 1898, Greely urged appropriations that

would enable the War Department to become active in aeronautics. His

efforts were finally rewarded when the Deficiency Act of 1900 authorized

$18,500 for a balloon house and administrative and instruction buildings

at Fort Meyer, Virginia, near the nation I s capital. This apparently was

the first federal appropriation used for air installation construction.

e Balloon activity by 1908 was centered at Fort Omaha Air Station,

where the Signal Corps opened a balloon plant. Equipment from Fort Meyer

\I/as shipped there. Electrolytic cells and electrical machinery were ordered

and installed. In May 1909 Signal Corps Dirigible No. 1 was sent to Fort

omaha for use in instructing the first Anny pilots.

Fort Meyer was becoming the focus of heavier-than-air machines. The

first Army airplane, built by the Wright brothers, was delivered on August

20, 1908 and made its first flight on September 3. Unfortunately, the

first aviation casualty, Lieutenant Selfridge, occurred at Fort Meyer on

September 17, 1908.
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