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“I want to speak tonight directly to Miuslins throughout the
world. W respect your faith. It's practiced freely by
many mllions of Anericans, and by mllions nore in
countries that Anerica counts as friends. |Its teachings
are good and peaceful, and those who commt evil in the
name of Allah bl asphene the nanme of Allah. The terrorists
are traitors to their own faith, trying, in effect, to
hijack Islamitself. The eneny of America is not our many
Muslimfriends; it is not our many Arab friends. Qur eneny
is a radical network of terrorists, and every governnment

t hat supports them”?



Thesis: Through supporting the Saudi royal famly and
occupyi ng ground deened holy by Mislins worl dw de, the
United States governnment indirectly supports the very
organi zations it attenpts to destroy by contributing to
recruiting efforts of terrorist and extrem st organi zati ons
wor | dwi de.
Foundati ons of US-Saudi Rel ations

a. ARAMCO

b. Anerican Doubl e Standard
1. Saudi Fam |y Support

a. Wahhabi |Influence

b. Mosques, Charities
I1l. Holy G ound

a. Mslow s Hi erarchy of Needs/ Conflicting

Vi ews of |slam

b. Denocrati zati on as Means of Reform

| V. Concl usion



The United States’ long standing relationship with the
Saudi royal famly provides the Saudis security necessary
to mai ntain power and provides the United States econom c
stability through a stable Saudi Arabia. However, through
supporting the Saudi royal famly and occupyi ng ground
deened holy by Muslinms worldwi de, the United States
government indirectly supports the very organi zations it
attenpts to destroy by contributing to recruiting efforts

of terrorist and extrem st organi zati ons worl dw de.

Foundations of US-Saudi Relations

Foll owi ng World War |, anbitious American busi nesses
targeted the Mddle East in the hopes of gaining access to
oil reserves. The British and French reached agreenents at
the San Renb conference and began exploiting reserves in
Irag. Anericans were intentionally excluded fromthese
meet i ngs. 2

The ultimate goal of the British was to nonopolize power
and to mnimze or altogether prevent Americans from
developing oil in the region. Anerican businesses targeted
concessions fromKing Ibn Saud, the first of the Saudi
dynasty, instead. |In 1933, the Standard O | Conpany of
California (SOCAL), owned by the Rockefeller famly, gained

a concession to the Saudi oil fields. This devel opnent was



t he begi nning of American involvenmrent in Mddle Eastern
oil.3

Thr oughout the 1930's and into the 1940's, American
busi nesses becane the de facto anbassadors to the Saudi
royal famly. By 1944, SOCAL, Texaco, Standard Q| Conpany
of New Jersey (later Exxon), and Socony-Vacuum (now Mbbi
O 1 Conpany) forned the Arabian American G| Conpany
(Aranto). Wth no fornmal ties between the Saudi and
Aneri can governnents, these businesses were able to invent
their owm truth and devel op fal se perceptions of the Saud
kingdomw thin the United States governnment. Aranto
remai ned under the control of these four conpanies until
the 1970s.* To protect their investnments, Aranto executives
of ten descri bed Saudi society in a manner resenbling
propaganda. In conversations with the U S. government, the
| eaders of these conpanies carefully omtted the bruta
means by which the Saud famly and their partners, the
Wahhabi s, achi eved and nai ntai ned power.

The greatest single event concerning the rel ationship
bet ween the Anerican and Saudi governnents occurred in
1945. This event marked the first neeting between U S.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Saudi King | bn Saud.
During this neeting, aboard the USS Quincy, the two

countries formally entered into an econom c agreenent and



| aid the foundation for stationing American nmilitary forces
wi thin the kingdom Although the British still maintained
the security of the region, the stage was set for Anmericans
to eventual |y assume those duties for the Saudis.?®

Fromthe early days of Aranto to the present, the Saudis
have al ways had “friends” within the U S. industrial
conplex as well as the U S. governnent. |n exchange for
taking a favorabl e position towards the Saudis, financial
benefits were enornous. Fromthe begi nning of official
relations with Saudi Arabia, the U S. governnent took a
“hands of f” approach to internal Saudi matters.® Al so,
during the 1990's, the |ikelihood of demands for change
fromthe U S. Governnment were unlikely. The pro-Saudi
| obby was too strong and the fear of disrupting the United
States’ economy was too great when it seemed nmany in the
U.S. public were only concerned with their personal wealth.

Mai nly due to these econom c concerns, Anerican
officials as well as businesses have all owed and even
assisted the Saudis in the nost flagrant of human rights
vi ol ations disguised as sensitivity to host country
traditions.” Wile the Saudis continue uni npeded, other
nations are condemed for their human rights practices.

Wthin the Kingdom religious tolerance is not

practiced. Christians, Jews, Shiite Muslins, wonen, and



even American service nmenbers sent there to provide
security have been the subjects of maltreatnent. U S

of ficials who voice concerns have been term nated and their
attenpts to gain enploynent el sewhere within the governnent
stonewal l ed. Tinothy Hunter, a former state departnent
enpl oyee, tried to end the illegal practice of religious
persecution by the Saudi secret police or “mutawa” during
his tenure. His efforts eventually cost himhis career in

the state department.?®

Saudi Family Support

The true origins of the situation in Saudi Arabia rest
firmy wthin the ruling famly and their Wahhabi partners.
Wahhabi clerics enjoy the |uxury of being the officials of
the only legally practiced religion in Saudi Arabia. This
partnership is dated from before Saudi Arabia was
officially declared a country and reinforced through
marriage. The partnership of religious reformer |bn Abd
Al -Wahhab and political |eader Muhamrad | bn Sa’ ud
terrorized the Arabian Peninsula with its very strict
interpretation of Islamstarting in the 18'" century.

In 1924, follow ng years of rule by the Otoman Turks,

t he Saudi - Wahhabi partners firmy established control.

Their legitimacy came with British recognition follow ng



their capture of the cities of Mecca and Medina, the two
holiest sites in the Muslimworld. Thus, the defeat of the
Otomans in Wrld War | signaled the end of the Otoman
Enpire and brought western influence to the Arab worl d.
British support of the Saudis assured their power over al
of the Arabian Peninsula for generations to cone.
Anericans eventually assunmed this role fromthe British.®

Wahhabi fundanmental i st phil osophy states the only true
believers of Islamare those who practice the Wahhabi form
of Islam *“Jihad” is their duty against all “non
believers” to include Christians, Jews, and especially Sufi
and Shiite Muslinms. To the Wahhabis, Shiite Muslins are
“apostates.” Even Sunni Mislins who have not conforned to
the rigid Wahhabi beliefs are unbelievers as far as the
Wahhabi faithful are concerned. This is in direct conflict
with the original tolerance and pluralismfor “people of
t he book” taught by Muhammad and his followers. Therefore,
according to many Muslim schol ars, Wahhabi s pervert the
Miuslim faith. *°

Throughout their tenure within Saudi Arabia, the Wahhabi
clerics have been the nuscle behind the Saudis;
terrorizing, jailing, and executing those that woul d
chal | enge the status quo. For nmany years, the Wahhabis

kept their brand of Islaminternal to Saudi Arabia. This



changed with the Sovi et invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 and
t he assunption of power by Ayatollah Khoneini in Iran the
same year. Wahhabis, sensing an opportunity to spread
their nessage and leery of Shiite influence spreading,
began a canpaign to spread Wahhabi sm wor| dwi de.  Thr ough
the use of “charities” such as the MuslimWrld League
(MAL) and the International Islamc Relief Organization
(11 RO), Saudi noney openly funded “jihadists” worldw de.
In addition to the charities funding the international

j i had novenent agai nst “nonbelievers”, Saudi noney al so
funded the building of Islamc nosques and school s or
“madrassas,” which taught the Wahhabi version of Islam
These schools were used as the breeding grounds for future

jihadists sinilar to Csama bin Laden. *?

Thi s fundi ng went
unchecked prior to Septenmber 11, 2001.

The Saudi ruling famly, protected and supported by the
United States governnent, also supported those that
attacked the United States. The Saudis wel cone U. S
support but continue to maintain a relationship with and
financially support the Wahhabi clerics. These clerics

openly call for, and in their mnds, justify jihad agai nst

the United States.



Holy Ground

Saudi Arabia is the home to Mecca and Medina, the two
holiest sites within the Muslimfaith. U S. presence
within this country is undesirable to Miuslins both inside
and outside of the kingdom Wahhabi clerics classify our
presence as anot her exanple of Anmerican inperialismand an
attenpt to attack Islamand force western ideals and
corruptness upon Muslims.®®  To those having succunbed to
t he ideals of Wahhabism this is the truth. Disaffected
youth are often easily swayed by the Wahhabis, but the
public as a whole is also targeted. They are led to

believe their problens are the direct result of western

nations, especially the United States. They becone wlling
recruits in the war against the “Geat Satan”. Maslow s
hi erarchy of needs is a good way to illustrate the way

these nen view thensel ves. Based on the 4'" tier of
Masl ow s hi erarchy, esteem needs, the recruits believe they
bel ong to sonmething | arger than thensel ves by joining the
Wahhabi s cause. In their mnds, fighting Arericans for the
cause of Islamgives neaning to their lives and fulfills
their esteem needs. The notivation of their |eaders
coincides with the 5'" tier of Maslow s hierarchy, self-

actualization. They base their actions not on how they are



percei ved by others, but how they perceive thensel ves.
They beliveve they are the chanpions of a great cause and
their victory will insure the religion of the one true God
will reign suprene.

These views counter what the vast majority of Muslins
believe are the true tenets of the Muslimfaith as preached
by the prophet Mihamad.

“Islam defines a Systemof Life where al

humans are treated equal, where everyone

lives in peace and harnony, and nost inportantly,

all have the opportunity to "actualize"

t hensel ves so that their inner "selves" continue

to clinb to higher and higher levels. The life

is treated as a conti nuum where the physi cal

death takes humans to the next |evel of evol ution.

The actualization, as guided by the Qur'an, in this

life is necessary to "make" it for the next |evels of

evol ution. That is Heaven.”?®
Thus, a | ack of know edge and confusion are preval ent by
many Muslinms over the |ife one should lead in order to
achi eve actualization. As with any religion, The path
Musl i ms shoul d take to actualization has the potential to
be revised by clerics who twist the Koran to fit their
version of the truth.

The true eneny of Muslins is not the United States,
al t hough sonme citizens in the Arab world would argue. They
see the U S. governnment supporting a regi me who seeningly

only serves itself. The sanme regi ne hol ds power by

i mposi ng a skewed version of |slamwhose main objective is

10



mai nt enance of the status quo through propaganda and terror
against its own people. Properly instituted denocratic
reforms are a viable solution in this country.

A denocratically el ected governnent in one of the Mddle
Eastern countries is a starting point. Irag wll be the
first instance of this type of government in the region.
Citizens naturally desire basic rights and want a voice in
their governnent. |If this type of governnent starts to
take hold within the Mddle East, the strangl ehold of
Wahhabi clerics and jihadists will begin to | oosen.?'’

The current project of the United States governnent is
to have a popularly el ected governnent within lrag. The
establ i shment of denocracy nust be seen as the will of the
| ragi people, not the desires of Washington. |Irag cannot
be perceived as a puppet of the United States; not only
wi || denocracy be unsuccessful in Iraq, but this form of
government will fail to gain legitimcy anmong all of the
M ddl e Eastern countries. The transformation nust be done
in a manner, which respects the traditions and cul ture of
Irag. Ilraqgis nmust elect their own governnent in order for
it to gain legitimacy fromother Mddl e Eastern countries
and the international community. Only then will Iraq prove
the nerits of denocracy to the other countries of its

regi on. 18
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The United States government can no | onger accept the
status quo in its relationship with the Saudi royal famly.
Additionally, efforts nust be undertaken worldw de to
counter Wahhabi clerics’ denonizing of the United States.

If allowed to continue, the ranks of those willing to carry
out another attack on the scale of Septenber 11, 2001 w |l
swell. If this happens, war will rage indefinitely,
resulting in an ever increasing toll in human lives. The
true solution is reformof the majority of governnents
within the Mddle East region, where a very small mnority
controls all of the national wealth and the rest of the
country lives in squalor. People desire a voice in how
their country wll be governed and a governnent that cares
for all people of the nation. The institution of denocracy
within Mddle Eastern countries will reduce the need for
people to find a blanme for their troubles and the
governments they elect will no Ionger require a place to
put that blame in order to maintain power. They will begin
to see purpose to their lives and the tendency for themto

become mlitant will be reduced.
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