Joint Publication 1-02

Department of Defense
Dictionary of

12 April 2001

(AsAmended Through
31 August 2005)




Form Approved

Report Documentation Page OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display acurrently valid OMB control number.

1. REPORT DATE 2. REPORT TYPE 3. DATES COVERED
12 APR 2001 N/A -
4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 5a. CONTRACT NUMBER

Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms (As | o o1\t NUMBER

Ammended Through 31 August 2005) - ROGRAN ELEMENT NUMEER

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER

5e. TASK NUMBER

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION

Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Pentagon, Washington, DC REPORT NUMBER

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’'S ACRONYM(S)
11. SPONSOR/MONITOR'’ S REPORT
NUMBER(S)

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

Approved for public release, distribution unlimited

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

The original document contains color images.

14. ABSTRACT

15. SUBJECT TERMS

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17.LIMITATION OF | 18 NUMBER | 19a NAME OF

ABSTRACT OF PAGES RESPONSIBLE PERSON
a REPORT b. ABSTRACT c. THISPAGE UU 746
unclassified unclassified unclassified

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98)
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18



AsAmended Through 31 August 2005

PREFACE

1. Scope

The Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms (short title:
Joint Pub 1-02 or JP 1-02) setsforth standard US military and associated terminol ogy to encompass
the joint activity of the Armed Forces of the United States in both US joint and allied joint
operations, as well as to encompass the Department of Defense (DOD) as a whole. These
military and associated terms, together with their definitions, constitute approved DOD
terminology for general use by all components of the Department of Defense. The Secretary of
Defense, by DOD Directive5025.12, 23 August 1989, Sandardization of Military and Associated
Terminology, has directed the use of JP 1-02 throughout the Department of Defense to ensure
standardization of military and associated terminology.

2. Purpose

This publication supplements standard English-language dictionaries with standard
terminology for military and associated use. However, it is not the intent of this publication to
restrict theauthority of thejoint force commander (JFC) from organizing theforce and executing
the mission in a manner the JFC deems most appropriate to ensure unity of effort in the
accomplishment of the overall mission.

3. Application — DOD and NATO Activities

JP1-02 ispromulgated for mandatory use by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Military
Departments, Joint Staff, combatant commands, Defense agencies, and any other DOD
components. DOD terminology hereinisto be used without ateration unlessadistinctly different
context or gpplicationisintended. To provide acommon interpretation of terminology a home
and abroad, US officias, when participating in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
or dealing with NATO matters, will use NATO terminology. When aNATO standard for aterm
or definition does not exist, applicable DOD terminology (if any) may be used.

Note concerning DOD-NATO Sandardization: The United Sates is a signatory to NATO
Standardization Agreement (STANAG) 3680, which ratifies the NATO Glossary of Terms
and Definitions (English and French) (short title: AAP-6). Under the provisionsof STANAG
3680, AAP-6 is established asthe primary glossary for NATO. The United States carriesout its
obligation to implement STANAG 3680 in the following manner: (&) English-language entries
approved for AAP-6 may be proposed by DOD dements for inclusion in JP 1-02 as DOD-
NATO entries. The purpose of such proposasis to increase multinational standardization.
After DOD-wide staffing by the US NATO Military Terminology Group (USNMTG),
terminology so approved for inclusion in JP 1-02 and DOD-wide use will appear, along with
DOD-only entries, in JP 1-02 with an asterisk in parentheses after the term to denote DOD-
NATO standardization of terminology, referred to as “adignment” in NATO. (b) As stated in
paragraph 3, US officias will adhere to NATO terminology when engaged in NATO matters,
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Preface AsAmended Through 31 August 2005

provided that applicable terminology exists. (c) An eectronic copy of AAP-6is provided under
“Other Publications’ at the internet address cited in paragraph 7.

4. Criteriafor Terms

Thefollowing criteriaare used to determine the acceptability of terminology for incluson
inJP 1-02:

a. Inadequate coverage in a standard, commonly accepted dictionary, e.g., by Merriam-
Webster.

b. Terminology should be of genera military or associated significance. Technical or
highly specidized terms may be included if they can be defined in easily understood language
and if their inclusion is of general military or associated significance.

c. Termsfor wegponry are limited to generic weapon systems.

d. Unlessthere are specia reasonsto the contrary, terms and definitions are not to consist
of or contain abbreviations or other shortened forms, e.g., acronyms.

e. Only UNCLASSIFIED terminology will be included.

f. Dictionary entries will not be provided for prowords, code words, brevity words, or
NATO-only terms.

g. Dictionary entrieswill not be Service-specific or functionaity-specific unlessthey are
commonly employed by USjoint forces asawhole.

h. Dictionary entries will not consist of components or sub-components contained in
missiles, aircraft, equipment, weapons, etc.

5. Other DOD Dictionaries

Other dictionariesor glossariesfor DOD usewill be published ONLY AFTER coordination
with the USNMTG and approval by the Director for Operational Plans and Joint Force
Development (J-7), Joint Staff.

6. Publication Format
This edition of JP 1-02 has been published in two basic parts:

a Main Body. Thispart of the dictionary contains al terms and definitions approved for
use within the Department of Defense, to include those terms and definitions that are approved
for both DOD and NATO use. Each entry approved for both DOD and NATO appears with an
adterisk in parentheses, i.e., (*), after the term to denote DOD-NATO acceptance.
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AsAmended Through 31 August 2005 Preface

Note: In rare instances, aterm may have a combination of DOD-only definitions and DOD-
NATO definitions. In these instances, though an asterisk will appear after the term to denote
DOD-NATO standardization, DOD-only definitions will be preceded by “DOD only” in
parentheses.

b. Appendix A. Appendix A containsalisting of current abbreviations and acronymsin
common use within the Department of Defense. Thisis by no means a complete list of DOD
abbreviations and acronyms. Rather, it servesasaguideto current DOD usage in abbreviations
and acronyms.

7. JP1-02 on the Internet
JP 1-02 is accessible on-line at the following internet address:
http://mww.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/doddict
As changes are approved for JP 1-02, they are added to the internet version, making the

internet version of JP 1-02 more up-to-date than any printed edition. Theinternet version thus
provides the latest changes worldwide between regular printed editions.

For the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

S A.FRY

ViceAdmira, U.S. Navy
Director, Joint Staff
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A

abort — (*) 1. Toterminate amission for any reason other than enemy action. 1t may occur at
any point after the beginning of the mission and prior to itscompletion. 2. To discontinue
aircraft takeoff or missile launch.

above-the-linepublications— Theupper leve publicationsinthehierarchy of joint publications
which includes capstone, keystone, and other key joint doctrine publications that the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff signs and are intended to be used by combatant
commanders, subunified commanders, joint task force commanders, Service Chiefs, and
Joint Staff directors. See aso below-the-line publications; capstone publications; joint
publication; keystone publications. (CJCS| 5120.02)

absolute altimeter — (*) A type of dtimeter which measures vertica distance to the surface
below, using radio, radar, sonic, laser, or capacitive technol ogy.

absolute dud — A nuclear weapon which, when launched at or emplaced on atarget, failsto
explode.

absolute filter — (*) A filter capable of cutting off 100% by weight of solid particles greater
than a stated micron size.

absoluteheight — (*) Theheight of an aircraft directly abovethe surface or terrain over which
itisflying. Seedso altitude.

absorbed dose— (*) Theamount of energy imparted by nuclear (or ionizing) radiation to unit
mass of absorbing materid. The unit isthe rad.

acceptability — Operation plan review criterion. The determination as to whether the
contemplated course of actionisworth the cost in manpower, materiel, and timeinvolved,
is consstent with the law of war; and is militarily and politically supportable. See dso
adequacy; feaghbility.

accessto classfied infor mation — Theability and opportunity to obtain knowledge of classified
information. Persons have access to classified information if they are permitted to gain
knowledge of theinformation or if they arein aplace wherethey would be expectedtogain
such knowledge. Persons do not have access to classified information by being in aplace
where classified information is kept if security measures prevent them from gaining
knowledge of the information.

accidental attack — An unintended attack which occurswithout deliberate national design asa
direct result of arandom event, such as a mechanicd failure, a smple human error, or an
unauthorized action by a subordinate.
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accompanying supplies— Unit supplies that deploy with forces.

accountability — The obligation imposed by law or lawful order or regulation on an officer or
other person for keeping accurate record of property, documents, or funds. The person
having this obligation may or may not have actua possession of the property, documents,
or funds. Accountability is concerned primarily with records, while responsibility is
concerned primarily with custody, care, and safekeeping. See dso responsibility.

accounting line designator — A five-character code, conssting of the target desired ground
zero designator and the striking command suffix, to indicate a specific nuclear strike by a
specified weapon delivery system on atarget objective to the operation plan. Also called
ALD.

accuracy of fire— (*) The precision of fire expressed by the closeness of agrouping of shots
at and around the center of the target.

accur acy of information — See evaluation.

acoustical surveillance — Employment of electronic devices, including sound-recording,
-receiving, or -transmitting equipment, for the collection of information.

acoustic circuit — A mine circuit which responds to the acoustic field of atarget. See aso
mine.

acougticintelligence— (*) Intelligence derived from the collection and processing of acoustic
phenomena. Also called ACINT.

acoustic jamming — The deliberate radiation or reradiation of mechanica or electroacoustic
sgnaswith the objectives of obliterating or obscuring signalsthat the enemy isattempting
torecalveand of disrupting enemy wegponssystems. Seedsobarragejamming; eectronic
warfare; jamming; spot jamming.

acoustic mine— (*) A mine with an acoustic circuit which responds to the acoustic field of a
ship or sweep. Seeasomine.

acoustic minehunting — (*) The use of a sonar to detect mines or mine-like objects which
may be on or protruding from the seabed, or buried.

acoustic warfare— (*) Action involving the use of underwater acoustic energy to determine,
exploit, reduce, or prevent hostile use of the underwater acoustic spectrum and actions
which retain friendly use of the underwater acoustic spectrum. Also called AW. Thereare
three divisons within acoustic warfare. 1. acoustic warfare support measures. That
aspect of acoustic warfare involving actions to search for, intercept, locate, record, and
analyze radiated acoustic energy in water for the purpose of exploiting such radiations.
The use of acoustic warfare support measures involves no intentional underwater acoustic
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emission and is generally not detectable by the enemy. Also caled AWSM. 2. acoustic
warfare countermeasures. That aspect of acoustic warfare involving actions taken to
prevent or reduce an enemy’s effective use of the underwater acoustic spectrum. Acoustic
warfare countermeasures involve intentional underwater acoustic emissions for deception
and jamming. Also cadled AWCM. 3. acoustic warfare counter-counter measures.
That aspect of acoustic warfare involving actions taken to ensure friendly effective use of
the underwater acoustic spectrum despite the enemy’s use of underwater acoustic warfare.
Acoustic warfare counter-countermeasuresinvol ve anti-acoustic warfare support measures
and anti-acoustic warfare countermeasures, and may not involve underwater acoustic
emissions. Also caled AWCCM.

acoustic war fare counter-counter measur es— See acoustic warfare Part 3.
acoustic war fare counter measures — See acoustic warfare Part 2.
acoustic war fare support measures — See acoustic warfare Part 1.

acquire— 1. When gpplied to acquisition radars, the process of detecting the presence and
location of atarget in sufficient detail to permit identification. 2. \When applied to tracking
radars, the process of positioning aradar beam so that atarget isin that beam to permit the
effective employment of weapons. See also tar get acquisition.

acquire (radar) — Seeacquire.
acquisition — See collection (acquigition).

acquisition and cross-ser vicing agr eement — Agreements negotiated on abilateral basiswith
US dlies or coalition partners that allow US forces to exchange most common types of
support, including food, fud, transportation, ammunition, and equipment. Authority to
negotiatethese agreementsisusudly delegated to the combatant commander by the Secretary
of Defense. Authority to execute these agreements lieswith the Secretary of Defense, and
may or may not be delegated. Governed by legal guidelines, these agreementsare used for
contingencies, peacekeeping operations, unforeseen emergencies, or exercises to correct
logistic deficiencies that cannot be adequately corrected by national means. The support
received or givenisreimbursed under the conditions of the acquisition and cross-servicing
agreement. Also called ACSA. Seealso cross-servicing; servicing. (JP4-07)

action agent — In intelligence usage, one who has access to, and performs actions againgt, the
target.

action deferred — Tactical action on a specific track is being withheld for better tactical
advantage. Weagpons are available and commitment is pending.

action information center — See air defense control center; combat infor mation center.
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action phase — In an amphibious operation, the period of time between the arriva of the
landing forces of the amphibious force in the operational area and the accomplishment of
their mission. Seedsoamphibiousforce; amphibiousoper ation; landingforce; mission.
(JP3-02)

activation — Order to active duty (other than for training) in the Federal service. See aso
active duty; federal service. (JP4-05)

activation detector — (*) A device used to determine neutron flux or density by virtue of the
radioactivity induced in it as aresult of neutron capture.

activeair defense— Direct defensve action takento destroy, nullify, or reducethe effectiveness
of hogtile air and missile threats against friendly forces and assets. It includes the use of
aircraft, air defense weapons, eectronic warfare, and other availableweapons. Seeasoair
defense. (JP 3-01)

active communications satellite — See communications satellite.

active defense — The employment of limited offensive action and counterattacks to deny a
contested area or position to the enemy. See a'so passive defense.

active duty — Full-time duty in the active military service of the United States. Thisincludes
members of the Reserve Components serving on active duty or full-time training duty, but
does not include full-time National Guard duty. Also called AD. Seedso activeduty for
training; inactive duty training.

active duty for special work — A tour of active duty for reserve personnd authorized from
military and reserve personne appropriations for work on active or reserve component
programs. Thisincludesannua screening, training camp operations, training ship operations,
and unit conversion to new weapon systemswhen such dutiesare essentia. Activeduty for
specia work may aso be authorized to support study groups, training sites and exercises,
short-term projects, and doing administrative or support functions. By policy, active duty
for specia work tours are normally limited to 179 days or less in one fiscal year. Tours
exceeding 180 days are accountable againgt active duty end strength.

active duty for training — A tour of active duty which is used for training members of the
Reserve Components to provide trained units and quaified personsto fill the needs of the
Armed Forcesin time of war or national emergency and such other times as the national
security requires. The member isunder ordersthat provide for return to non-active status
when the period of active duty for training is completed. This includes annual training,
gpecid toursof activeduty for training, school tours, and theinitia duty for training performed
by nonprior service enlistees. Also called ADT.

Active Guard and Reserve — Nationa Guard and Reserve members who are on voluntary
activeduty providing full-time support to National Guard, Reserve, and Active Component
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organizationsfor the purpose of organizing, administering, recruiting, instructing, or training
the Reserve Components. Also caledAGR. (JP1-03.17)

active homing guidance — (*) A system of homing guidance wherein both the source for
illuminating the target and the recelver for detecting the energy reflected from the target as
the result of the illumination are carried within the missile.

active material — (*) Materid, such as plutonium and certain isotopes of uranium, whichis
capable of supporting afisson chain reaction.

active mine— (*) A mine actuated by the reflection from atarget of asigna emitted by the
mine.

active sealift forces— Military Sedift Command active, common-user sedlift and the afloat
pre-positioning force, including the required cargo handling and delivery systems as well
as necessary operating personnel. See also afloat pre-positioning force; common-user
sedlift; Military Sealift Command. (JP4-01.2)

active status — Status of all Reserves except those on an inactive status list or in the Retired
Reserve. Resarvidgsinan active statusmay train for pointsand/or pay and may be considered
for promotion.

activity — 1. A unit, organization, or ingtallation performing afunction or mission, e.g., reception
center, redistribution center, naval station, nava shipyard. 2. A function, mission, action,
or collection of actions. Also called ACT. Seeaso establishment.

act of mercy — In evasion and recovery operations, assstance rendered to evaders by an
individud or elementsof theloca population who sympathize or empathize with theevaders
cause or plight. See aso evader; evason; evasion and recovery; recovery; recovery
operations. (JP 3-50.3)

actual ground zero— (*) Thepoint onthe surface of the Earth at, or verticaly below or above,
the center of an actual nuclear detonation. See dso desired ground zero; ground zero.

actuate— (*) To operate a mine-firing mechanism by an influence or aseries of influencesin
such away that al the requirements of the mechanism for firing, or for registering atarget
count, are met.

acuteradiation dose— (*) Total ionizing radiation dosereceived at onetimeand over aperiod
so short that biological recovery cannot occur.

adequacy — Operation plan review criterion. The determination as to whether the scope and
concept of a planned operation are sufficient to accomplish the task assigned. See dso
acceptability; feasibility.
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adjust — An order to the observer or spotter to initiate an adjustment on a designated target.

adminigtrativeairlift service— Theairlift servicenormally provided by specificaly identifiable
aircraft assigned to organizations or commands for interna administration.

administrative control — Direction or exercise of authority over subordinate or other
organizations in respect to administration and support, including organization of Service
forces, control of resourcesand equi pment, personne management, unit logistics, individua
and unit training, readiness, mobilization, demobilization, discipline, and other matters not
included in the operationa missions of the subordinate or other organizations. Also called
ADCON. (JP0-2)

administrative escort — A warship or merchant ship under nava control, carrying a convoy
commodore and staff, and serving as a platform for simultaneous communication with an
operational control authority and acoastal convoy.

adminigtrativelanding— An unopposed landing invol ving debarkation from vessel sthat have
beenadminigratively loaded. Seedsoadministrativeloading; administr ativemovement;
logistics over-the-shore operations.

adminigtrative lead time— Theinterval between initiation of procurement action and letting
of contract or placing of order. See aso procurement lead time.

administrativeloading— (*) A loading system which givesprimary considerationto achieving
maximum utilization of troop and cargo space without regard to tactical considerations.
Equipment and supplies must be unloaded and sorted before they can be used. Also called
commercial loading. See dso loading.

administrative map — A map that contains graphically recorded information pertaining to
administrative matters, such as supply and evacuation installations, personnd installations,
medical facilities, collecting pointsfor stragglersand enemy prisonersof war, train bivouacs,
serviceand maintenance areas, main supply roads, traffic circulation, boundaries, and other
details necessary to show the administrative Situation. See also map.

adminigtrative movement — (*) A movement in which troops and vehicles are arranged to
expeditetheir movement and conservetime and energy when no enemy interference, except
by air, isanticipated.

administrative order — (*) An order covering traffic, supplies, maintenance, evacuation,
personnel, and other administrative details.

adminisgtrative shipping — Support shipping that is capable of transporting troops and cargo
from origin to destination, but that cannot be loaded or unloaded without non-organic
personnel and/or equipment (e.g., cargo handling personnd, stevedores, piers, barges, cranes,
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materials handling equipment, vessels, etc.). See also administrative loading;
administr ative movement.

advanced base — A base located in or near an operational area whose primary mission is to
support military operations.

advanced logistic support site — See naval advanced logistic support site. Also called
ALSS. (JP4-01.3)

advanced oper ationsbase— In specia operations, asmall temporary base established near or
withinajoint specia operationsareato command, control, and/or support training or tactical
operations. Facilitiesare normally austere. The base may be ashore or afloat. If ashore, it
may include an airfield or unimproved airstrip, a pier, or an anchorage. An advanced
operations base is normally controlled and/or supported by a main operations base or a
forward operations base. Also caled AOB. See adso forward operations base; main
operationsbase. (JP3-05.1)

advanceforce— (*) A temporary organization withinthe amphibioustask forcewnhich precedes
the main body to the objective area. Itsfunction isto participate in preparing the objective
for themain assault by conducting such operations asreconnai ssance, sel zure of supporting
positions, minesweeping, preliminary bombardment, underwater demolitions, and air
support.

advance guar d — Detachment sent ahead of the main forceto ensureitsuninterrupted advance;
to protect the main body against surprise; to facilitate the advance by removing obstacles
and repairing roads and bridges; and to cover the deployment of the main body if it is
committed to action.

advance guard reserve — Second of the two main parts of an advance guard, the other being
the advance guard support. It protectsthe main force and isitself protected by the advance
guard support. Small advance guards do not have reserves.

advance guard support — Firgt of the two main parts of an advance guard, the other being the
advance guard reserve. Itismade up of three smaller eements, in order from front to rear,
the advance guard point, the advance party, and the support proper. The advance guard
support protects the advance guard reserve.

adver se weather — Weather in which military operations are generaly restricted or impeded.
See also marginal weather.

adver seweather aerial delivery system — The precise delivery of personnel, equipment, and
supplies during adverse weather, using a self-contained aircraft instrumentation system
without artificial ground assistance or the use of ground navigational aids. Also cdled
AWADS. (JP3-17)
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advisory area — (*) A designated area within a flight information region where air traffic
advisory serviceisavailable.

aerial picket — Seeair picket.

aerial port — Anairfield that has been designated for the sustained air movement of personnel
and materiel aswell as an authorized port for entrance into or departure from the country
wherelocated. Also called APORT. Seealsoport of debarkation; port of embarkation.

aerial port control center — The agency responsible for the management and control of all
aeria port resourcesand for therecel pt and dissemination of al airlift requirementsreceived
fromtheairlift control team asthejoint force commander’sagent. Also called APCC. See
also aerial port; airlift control team. (JP3-17)

aerial port sqguadron — An Air Force organization that operates and provides the functions
assigned to aerid ports, including processing personnel and cargo, rigging for airdrop,
packing parachutes, loading equipment, preparing air cargo and load plans, loading and
securing aircraft, g ecting cargo for inflight delivery, and supervising unitsengaged in arcraft
loading and unloading operations.

aerodynamic missile — (*) A missile which uses aerodynamic forces to maintain its flight
path. Seealso ballistic missile; guided missile.

aer omedical evacuation — Themovement of patientsunder medical supervisionto and between
medical treatment facilities by air transportation. Also called AE.

aeromedical evacuation cell — Theinterface between vaidation and execution; an aeromedical
evacuation cell is established in the tanker airlift control center/air mobility operations
control center. Theaeromedica evacuation cell providesthecritica link between command
and control, operations, and medical direction. It performs operational mission planning,
tasking, and scheduling, and mission monitoring of airlift and aeromedical evacuation assets
to support patient movement in coordination with the patient movement requirement center.
See dso aeromedical evacuation; Tanker Airlift Control Center. (JP3-17)

aeromedical evacuation control officer — An officer of theair transport force or air command
controlling the flow of patients by air.

aeromedical evacuation control team — A cell within the air operations center and one of the
core teams in the air mobility division. Provides command and control for theater
aeromedical evacuation elements. It is responsible to the director of mobility forces for
current aeromedical evacuation operational planning and mission execution. The
aeromedica evacuation control team analyzes patient movement requirements; coordinates
airlift to meet aeromedica evacuation requirements;, tasks the appropriate aeromedical
evacuation e ements including specia medical requirements, when necessary; and passes
mission information to the patient movement requirement center. Also called AECT. See
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also aeromedical evacuation; aeromedical evacuation cell; air mobility division.
(P 3-17)

aeromedical evacuation coordination center — A coordination center within the joint air
operationscenter’sairlift coordination cell that monitorsall activitiesrelated to aeromedical
evacuation (AE) operations execution. It manages the medical aspects of the AE mission
and serves as the net control station for AE communications. It coordinates medical
requirementswith airlift capability, assgnsmedica missionsto theappropriateAE e ements,
and monitors patient movement activities. Also called AECC. See also aeromedical
evacuation; aeromedical evacuation system; aeromedical evacuation unit. (JP4-02.2)

aeromedical evacuation system — A system that provides: a. control of patient movement by
ar transport; b. specidized medicd aircrew, medica crew augmentees, and specialty medica
attendants and equipment for inflight medical care; c. facilitieson or inthe vicinity of air
stripsand air basesfor thelimited medical care of intransit patientsentering, en routevia, or
leaving thesystem; and d. communi cation with originating, destination, and en route medical
facilities concerning patient transportation. Also called AES. See also aeromedical
evacuation. (JP4-02.2)

aeromedical evacuation unit — Anoperationa medical organization concerned primarily with
the management and control of patients being transported via an aeromedical evacuation
system or system echelon. See dso forward aeromedical evacuation.

aeronautical chart — A specialized representation of mapped features of the Earth, or some
part of it, produced to show selected terrain, cultural and hydrographic features, and
supplemental information required for air navigation, pilotage, or for planning ar operations.

aeronautical infor mation over print — (*) Additiona informationwhichisprinted or stamped
on amap or chart for the specific purpose of air navigation.

aeronautical plotting chart — (*) A chart designed for the graphical processes of navigation.

aer ool — A liquid or solid composed of findly divided particlessuspended in agaseous medium.
Examples of common aerosols are mist, fog, and smoke. (JP3-11)

aerogpace — Of, or pertaining to, Earth’s envel ope of atmosphere and the space above it; two
Separate entitiesconsidered asasinglerealmfor activity inlaunching, guidance, and control
of vehiclesthat will travel in both entities.

aerogpacedefense— 1. All defensive measures designed to destroy or nullify attacking enemy
aircraft and missiles and aso negate hostile space systems. 2. An inclusive term
encompassing air defense, ballistic missiledefense, and spacedefense. Seealsoair defense;
spacedefense. (JP3-01.1)
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affiliation training — Military training based on alied and/or codlition, joint, and/or Service
doctrine or tactics, techniques, and procedures, as applicable, to prepare personnel or units
for multinational operations. Usually conducted between US and non-USforces. May dso
bereferred to as multinational training. See also command post exercise; exercise; field
training exercise; maneuver.

afloat pre-postioning force — Shipping maintained in full operational status to afloat pre-
position military equipment and suppliesin support of combatant commanders operation
plans. Theafloat pre-positioning force consists of the three maritime pre-positioning ships
sgquadron, theArmy’safl oat pre-positioning stocks-3 ships, and the Navy, DefenseLogistics
Agency, and Air Force ships. Also caled APF. Seedso maritime pre-positioning ships.
(JP4-01.2)

afloat pre-positioning oper ations— Pre-positioning of ships, preloaded with equipment and
supplies (including ammunition and petroleum) that provides for an alternative to land-
based programs. Thisconcept providesfor shipsand onboard force support equipment and
supplies positioned near potentia crissareasthat can be delivered rapidly to joint airlifted
forcesin the operational area. Afloat pre-positioning in forward areas enhances aforce's
capability to respond to a crisis, resulting in faster reaction time. See also operation.
(JP4-01.6)

afloat pre-positioning ships— Forward depl oyed merchant shipsloaded with tactical equipment
and suppliesto support theinitia deployment of military forces. AlsocalledAPS. Seeadso
merchant ship. (JP4-01.2)

afloat support — (*) A form of logistic support outside the confines of aharbor in which fuel,
ammunition, and supplies are provided for operating forces either underway or at anchor.
See also floating base support.

afterwinds — Wind currents set up in the vicinity of a nuclear explosion directed toward the
burst center, resulting from the updraft accompanying the rise of the fireball.

agency — (*) Inintelligence usage, an organization or individua engaged in collecting and/or
processing information. Also called collection agency. Seeaso agent; intelligenceprocess,
sour ce.

agent — In intelligence usage, one who is authorized or instructed to obtain or to assist in
obtaining information for intelligence or counterintelligence purposes.

agent authentication — The technical support task of providing an agent with personal
documents, accoutrements, and equipment which have the appearance of authenticity asto
claimed origin and which support and are consistent with the agent’s cover story.

agent net — An organization for clandestine purposes that operates under the direction of a
principa agent.
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aggressor forces— 1. Forces engaged in aggressive military action. 2. In the context of
training exercises, the“enemy” created to add realism in training maneuversand exercises.

aimpoint — 1. A precise point associated with a target and assigned for a specific weagpon
impact to achieve the intended objective and level of destruction. May be defined
descriptively (e.g., ventin center of roof), by grid reference, or geolocation. 2. A prominent
radar-significant feature, for example atip of land, or bridge, used to assist an aircrew in
navigating and delivering their weapons (usualy in bad weather and/or at night). Also
caled offset aimpoint (OAP). Seeaso desired mean point of impact; desired point of
impact. (JP2-01.1)

air — (*) Inartillery and naval gunfire support, aspotting, or an observation, by aspotter or an
observer to indicate that aburst or group of bursts occurred before impact.

air alert — Seeairborne alert; air defense warning conditions; alert; ground alert.

air and spaceexpeditionary task force— A deployed numbered air force (NAF) or command
echelon immediately subordinate to a NAF provided as the US Air Force component
command committed to ajoint operation. Also called AETF. Seedsoair expeditionary
force; air expeditionary wing. (JP 3-33)

air apportionment — See apportionment (air). (JP 3-30)

air assault — The movement of friendly assault forces (combat, combat support, and combat
service support) by rotary-wing aircraft to engage and destroy enemy forcesor to seizeand
hold key terrain. Seedso assault. (JP 3-18)

air assault force— A force composed primarily of ground and rotary-wing air units organized,
equipped, and trained for air assault operations. (JP 3-18)

air assault operation — An operation in which assault forces (combat, combat support, and
combat service support), using the mobility of rotary-wing assets and the total integration
of availablefirepower, maneuver under the control of aground or air maneuver commander
to engage enemy forces or to seize and hold key terrain. (JP 3-18)

air attack — 1. coordinated — A combination of two or moretypesof air attack (dive, glide,
low-level) in onestrike, using one or moretypesof aircraft. 2. deferred — A procedurein
which attack groupsrendezvousasasingleunit. Itisused when attack groupsarelaunched
from more than one station with their departure on the mission being delayed pending
further orders. 3. divided — A method of delivering acoordinated air attack which consists
of holding the unitsin closetactical concentration up to apoint, then splitting them to attack
an objective from different directions.

airborne— 1. Inreation to personnel, troops especialy trained to effect, following transport
by air, an assault debarkation, either by parachuting or touchdown. 2. In relation to
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equipment, pieces of equipment that have been especidly designed for use by arborne
troopsduring or after an assault debarkation. It also designates someaeronautical equipment
used to accomplish aparticular misson. 3. When applied to materidl, items that form an
integral part of thearcraft. 4. The state of an aircraft, from the instant it becomes entirely
sustained by air until it ceasesto be so sustained. A lighter-than-air aircraft isnot considered
to be airborne when it is attached to the ground, except that moored balloons are airborne
whenever sent doft. Alsocaled ABN. Seedsoair transportable unit.

airbornealert — (*) A stateof aircraft readinesswherein combat-equipped aircraft areairborne
and ready for immediate action. See aso fighter cover. (DOD only) Itisdesigned to
reduce reaction time and to increase survivability. See also combat air patrol; fighter
cover; ground alert.

airborne assault — See assault phase, Part 2.

air bor neassault weapon — An unarmored, mobile, full-tracked gun providing amobileantitank
capability for airborne troops. Can be airdropped.

airborne command post — (*) A suitably equipped aircraft used by the commander for the
control of hisor her forces.

airborne early warning — The detection of enemy air or surface units by radar or other
equipment carried in an airborne vehicle, and the transmitting of a warning to friendly
units. Also called AEW.

airborneearly warning and control — (*) Air surveillance and control provided by airborne
early warning aircraft which are equipped with search and height-finding radar and
communications equipment for controlling weapon systems. Also called AEW & C. See
alsoair picket.

airborneforce— (*) A force composed primarily of ground and air units organized, equipped,
and trained for airborne operations. See aso force(s).

airborne interception equipment — (*) A fire control system, including radar equipment,
installed in interceptor aircraft used to effect air interception.

airbornelift — Thetota capacities expressed in terms of personnel and cargo that are, or can
be, carried by available aircraft in onetrip.

airborne misson commander — The commander serves as an airborne extension of the
executing component’srescue coordination center (RCC) and coordinatesthe combat search
and rescue (CSAR) effort between the combat search and rescue task force (CSARTF) and
the RCC (or joint search and rescue center) by monitoring thestatusof all CSARTF dements,
requesting additiona assets when needed, and ensuring the recovery and supporting forces
arrive a their designated areas to accomplish the CSAR mission. The airborne mission
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commander (AMC) may be designated by the component RCC or higher authority. The
AMC appoaints, asnecessary, an on-scene commander. Alsocaled AMC. Seeaso combat
search and rescue; combat search and rescuetask force; rescue coor dination center.
(JP3-50.21)

airborne operation — An operation involving the air movement into an objective area of
combat forces and thelr logistic support for execution of atactical, operationa, or strategic
mission. The meansemployed may be any combination of airborne units, air transportable
units, and types of transport aircraft, depending on the mission and the overall situation.
See dso assault; assault phase.

airborne order — A command and authorization for flight when a predetermined time greater
than five minutes is established for aircraft to become airborne.

airborne radio relay — Airborne equipment used to relay radio transmission from selected
originating transmitters.

airbornesensor operator — Anindividua trained to operate sensor equipment aboard aircraft
and to perform limited interpretations of collected information produced in flight.

airborne troops — Those ground units whose primary mission is to make assault landings
fromtheair. Seeasotroops.

air-breathing missile— A missile with an engine requiring theintake of air for combustion of
itsfuel, asinaramjet or turbojet. To be contrasted with therocket missile, which carriesits
own oxidizer and can operate beyond the atmosphere.

airburst — (*) Anexplosion of abomb or projectile above the surface asdistinguished froman
explosion on contact with the surface or after penetration. See also types of burst.

air-capable ship — All ships other than aircraft carriers; aircraft carriers, nuclear; amphibious
assault ships, landing platform helicopter; general purpose amphibious assault ships; or
genera purpose amphibious assault ships (with interna dock) from which aircraft can take
off, berecovered, or routinely receive and transfer logistic support. Seealso aviation ship.
(JP3-04.2)

air cargo— (*) Stores, equipment or vehicles, which do not form part of the aircraft, and are
either part or all of its payload.

Air Carrier Initiative Program — Mutua assistance program with signatory commercid air
carierstoassistinillegal drug detection and detection of interna conspiracies. (JP3-07.4)

air cartographiccamera— (*) A camerahaving the accuracy and other characteristicsessential
for ar survey or cartographic photography. Also called mapping camera.
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air cartographicphotography — (*) Thetakingand processing of air photographsfor mapping
and charting purposes.

air component coor dination element — An Air Force component element that interfaces and
provides liaison with the joint force land component commander, or commander Army
forces. The air component coordination element is the senior Air Force element assisting
the joint force land component commander, or commander Army forces in planning air
component supporting and supported requirements. Theair component coordination el ement
is responsible to the joint force air component commander and coordinates with the joint
force land component commander’s staff, representing the joint force air component
commander’sneedsin either asupporting or supportedrole. Alsocalled ACCE. (JP3-31)

air control oper ations— Theemployment of air forces, supported by ground and naval forces,
asappropriate, to achievemilitary objectivesinvita airspaceareas. Such operationsinclude
destruction of enemy air and surface-to-air forces, interdiction of enemy air operations,
protection of vital air lines of communications, and the establishment of loca military
superiority in areas of air operations. See dso operation. (JP 3-18)

air corridor — (*) A redtricted air route of travel specified for use by friendly aircraft and
established for the purpose of preventing friendly aircraft from being fired on by friendly
forces.

aircraft — Seeinactiveaircraft inventory; program aircraft; reserveaircraft; supporting
aircraft; unit aircraft.

aircraft arrestingbarrier — (*) A device, not dependent on an aircraft arresting hook, used to
stop an aircraft by absorbing itsforward momentum in an emergency landing or an aborted
takeoff. Also called barricade; emergency barrier. Seeaso aircraft arresting system.

aircraft arresting cable— (*) That portion of an aircraft arresting system which spans the
runway surface or flight deck landing area and is engaged by the aircraft arresting hook.
Also cdled aircraft arresting wire.

aircraft arresting gear — (*) A device used to engage hook-equipped aircraft to absorb the
forward momentum of aroutine or emergency landing or aborted takeoff. Seeadsoaircraft
arresting system.

aircraft arresting hook — (*) A device fitted to an arcraft to engage arresting gear. Also
caledtail hook. Seeaso aircraft arresting system.

aircraft arresting syssem — (*) A series of components used to stop an aircraft by absorbing
its momentum in a routine or emergency landing or aborted takeoff. See aso aircraft
arresting barrier; aircraft arresting gear; aircraft arresting hook.

aircraft arrestingwire— Seeaircraft arresting cable. Seedso aircraft arresting system.
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aircraft arrestment — (*) Controlled stopping of an aircraft by external means.

aircraft block speed — True airspeed in knots under zero wind conditions adjusted in relation
to length of sortie to compensate for takeoff, climbout, letdown, instrument approach, and
landing.

aircraft captain — See aircraft commander.

aircraft carrier — A warship designed to support and operate aircraft, engage in attacks on
targets afloat or ashore, and engage in sustained operations in support of other forces.
Designated asCV or CVN. CVN isnuclear powered.

aircraft commander — (*) Thearcrew member designated by competent authority as being
in command of an aircraft and responsiblefor its safe operation and accomplishment of the
assigned mission. Alsocaled AC.

aircr aft control and war ning system — A system established to control and report the movement
of aircraft. It conssts of observation facilities (radar, passive eectronic, visua, or other
means), control center, and necessary communications.

aircraft cross-servicing— (*) Services performed on an aircraft by an organization other than
that to which the aircraft is assigned, according to an established operationa aircraft
cross-servicing requirement, and for which there may beacharge. Aircraft cross-servicing
has been divided into two categories. a Stage A cross-servicing: The servicing of an
aircraft on an airfield/ship which enablesthe aircraft to be flown to another airfield/ship. b.
Sage B cross-servicing: The servicing of an aircraft on an airfield/ship which enablesthe
aircraft to be flown on an operational mission. See also aircraft transient servicing.

aircraft loading table— A data sheet used by the airlift commander containing information as
to the load that actually goesinto each aircraft.

aircraft misson equipment — (*) Equipment that must be fitted to an aircraft to enableit to
fulfill aparticular mission or task. Also caled aircraft role equipment.

aircraft modification — (*) A changein the physical characteristics of aircraft, accomplished
either by achange in production specifications or by ateration of items already produced.

aircraft monitoring and control — That equipment installed in aircraft to permit monitoring
and control of safing, arming, and fuzing functions of nuclear weapons or nuclear weapon
systems.

aircraft piracy — Any seizure or exercise of control, by force or violence, or thresat of force or
violenceor by any other form of intimidation and withwrongful intent, of an aircraft within
the specia aircraft jurisdiction of the United States.  (JP 3-07.2)
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aircraft role equipment — See aircraft mission equipment.

aircraft scrambling — (*) Directing the immediate takeoff of aircraft from a ground aert
condition of readiness.

aircraft ssore— (*) Any device intended for interna or externa carriage and mounted on
arcraft suspension and rel ease equi pment, whether or not theitemisintended to be separated
in flight from the aircraft. Aircraft stores are classified in two categories as follows. a
expendable store— An aircraft store normally separated from theaircraft in flight such as
a missile, rocket, bomb, nuclear weapon, mine, torpedo, pyrotechnic device, sonobuoy,
sgnd underwater sound device, or other similar items. b. nonexpendable store— An
aircraft storewhich isnot normally separated from the aircraft in flight such asatank (fuel
and spray), line-source disseminator, pod (refueling, thrust augmentation, gun, eectronic
attack, data link, etc.), multiple rack, target, cargo drop container, drone, or other similar
items. Seedso payload.

aircraft tiedown — Securing aircraft when parked in the open to restrain movement due to the
weather or condition of the parking area.

aircraft transent servicing— (*) Services performed on an aircraft by an organization other
than that to which the aircraft is assigned and for which there may be afinancia charge.
Thisactivity is separate from the established arcraft cross-servicing program and requires
that the transent aircrew supervise the correct application of ground crew procedures. See
also aircraft cross-servicing.

aircraft utilization — Average numbers of hours during each 24-hour period that an aircraft is
actudly in flight.

aircraft vectoring — (*) The directional control of in-flight aircraft through transmission of
azimuth headings.

air cushion vehicle — A vehicle capable of being operated so that its weight, including its
payload, iswholly or sgnificantly supported on acontinuoudy generated cushion or “bubble’
of ar a higher than ambient pressure. Also called ACV. (Note: NATO uses the term
“ground effect machine.”)

air defense— All defensive measures designed to destroy attacking enemy aircraft or missiles
in the Earth’s envelope of atmosphere, or to nullify or reduce the effectiveness of such
attack. Alsocalled AD. Seedsoactiveair defense; aer ospacedefense; passveair defense.

air defenseaction area— (*) Anareaand the airspace above it within which friendly aircraft
or surface-to-air wegponsare normaly given precedencein operationsexcept under specified
conditions.
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air defensearea— 1. overseas— A specifically defined airspace for which air defense must
be planned and provided. 2. United Sates— Airspace of defined dimens ons designated
by the appropriate agency within which theready control of airbornevehiclesisrequiredin
the interest of nationa security during an air defense emergency.

air defense artillery — Weapons and equipment for actively combating air targets from the
ground. Also called ADA. (JP3-40)

air defensebattlezone— A volumeof airspace surrounding an air defensefireunit or defended
areg, extending to a specified dtitude and range, in which the fire unit commander will
engage and destroy targets not identified as friendly under criteria established by higher
headquarters.

air defense control center — (*) The principal information, communications, and operations
center fromwhich al aircraft, antiaircraft operations, air defense artillery, guided missiles,
and air warning functions of aspecific areaof air defense responsibility are supervised and
coordinated. Also called air defense operations center. See adso combat information
center.

air defense direction center — An installation having the capability of performing air
survelllance, interception, control, and direction of allocated air defense weaponswithinan
assigned sector of responsibility. 1t may also have an identification capability.

air defensedivison — A geographic subdivision of an air defenseregion. Seeasoair defense
sector.

air defense early warning — See early war ning.

air defense emergency — An emergency condition, declared by the Commander in Chief,
North American Air Defense Command, that existswhen attack upon the continental United
States, Alaska, Canada, or United States ingtallations in Greenland by hostile aircraft or
missilesis considered probable, isimminent, or istaking place. Also caled ADE.

air defense ground environment — (*) The network of ground radar sites and command and
control centerswithin aspecific theater of operationswhich are used for thetactica control
of air defense operations.

air defense identification zone — Airspace of defined dimensions within which the ready
identification, location, and control of airborne vehiclesarerequired. Also called ADIZ.

air defense oper ations center — See air defense control center.

air defenseoper ationsteam — A team of United StatesAir Force ground environment personnel
assigned to certain dlied air defense control and warning unitselements.
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air defense readiness— An operational status requiring air defense forces to maintain higher
than ordinary preparedness for ashort period of time.

air defenseregion — (*) A geographical subdivision of an air defense area.

air defense sector — (*) A geographica subdivison of an air defense region. See dlso air
defense divison.

air defense suppresson — Inair operations, actionstaken to degradefixed and mobile surface-
based componentsof enemy air defense systems so that offensiveair forcesmay effectively
attack atarget.

air defense warning conditions— A degree of air raid probability according to the following
code. Theterm air defense division/sector referred to herein may include forces and units
afloat and/or deployed to forward areas, as applicable. Air defense warning ydlow —
attack by hostileaircraft and/or missilesisprobable. Thismeansthat hostile aircraft and/or
missiles are en route toward an air defense division/sector, or unknown aircraft and/or
missiles suspected to be hostile are en route toward or are within an air defense division/
sector. Air defense war ning red — attack by hostile aircraft and/or missilesisimminent
or isin progress. Thismeansthat hostile aircraft and/or missiles are within an air defense
division/sector or are in theimmediate vicinity of an air defense division/sector with high
probability of entering thedivision/sector. Air defensewar ning white— attack by hostile
aircraft and/or missiles is improbable. May be caled ether before or after air defense
warning yellow or red. Theinitial declaration of air defense emergency will automatically
establish acondition of air defensewarning other than whitefor purposesof security control
of ar traffic.

air delivery — Seeairdrop; air landed; air movement; air supply.

air delivery container — A ding, bag, or rall, usudly of canvas or webbing, designed to hold
supplies and equipment for air delivery.

air delivery equipment — Special items of equipment (such as parachutes, air delivery
containers, platforms, tiedowns, and related items) usedin air ddlivery of personnel, supplies,
and equipment.

air direct delivery — Theintertheater air movement of cargo or personnel from an airlift point
of embarkation to a point as close as practicable to the user’s specified final destination,
thereby minimizing transshipment requirements. Air direct ddivery diminatesthetraditiona
Air Forcetwo step intertheater and intratheater airlift transshipment misson mix. Seeaso
intertheater airlift; intratheater airlift. (JP 3-17)

airdrop — The unloading of personnel or materiel from aircraft in flight. See dso airdrop
platform; air movement; free drop; freefall; high velocity drop; low velocity drop.
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airdrop platform — A base upon which vehicles, cargo, or equipment are loaded for airdrop.
Seedsoairdrop.

air employment/allocation plan — The means by which subordinate commanders advise the
joint force commander of planned employment/allocation of organic or assigned assets, of
any expected excess sorties, or of any additional air support requirements.

air expeditionary for ce— Deployed USAir Forcewings, groups, and squadrons committed to
ajoint operation. Also called AEF. Seealso air and space expeditionary task force.
(JP3-33)

air expeditionary wing— A wing or wing dlice placed under the administrative control of an
air and space expeditionary task force or air and space task force by Department of the Air
Forceordersfor ajoint operation. Alsocalled AEW. Seeasoair and spaceexpeditionary
task force. (JP3-33)

air facility — An installation from which air operations may be or are being conducted. See
also facility.

airfield — An areaprepared for the accommodation (including any buildings, installations, and
equipment), landing, and takeoff of aircraft. Seedsoalternateairfield; departureairfield;
landing area; landing point; landing site; main airfield; redeployment airfield. (DOD
Note: Inal entriesinvolving “airfield” or “aerodrome,” the US uses“airfield,” and NATO
uses “aerodrome.” The terms are synonymous.)

airfield traffic— (*) All traffic on the maneuvering areaof an airfield and al aircraft flying in
the vicinity of an airfield.

Air Forceair and space oper ations center — The senior agency of the Air Force component
commander that provides command and control of Air Force air and space operations and
coordinates with other components and Services. Also caled AFAOC. (JP3-09.3)

Air Force Component Headquarters — The field headquarters facility of the Air Force
commander charged with theoverall conduct of Air Force operations. It iscomposed of the
command section and appropriate staff elements.

Air Forcespecial operationsbase— A base, airgtrip, or other appropriatefacility that provides
physical support toAir Force specia operationsforces (AFSOF). Thefacility may beused
solely to support AFSOF or may be a portion of alarger base supporting other operations.
Asasupporting facility, it isdistinct from the forces operating from or being supported by
it. Alsocdled AFSOB. (JP3-05)

Air Force special oper ations component — The Air Force component of ajoint force specia
operations component. Also called AFSOC. See also Army special operations
component; Navy special operations component. (JP 3-05.2)
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Air Force special operations detachment — A squadron-size headquarters that could be a
composite organization composed of different Air Force specia operations assets. The
detachment is normally subordinate to an Air Force specia operations component, joint
specia operations task force, or joint task force, depending upon size and duration of the
operation. Also caledAFSOD. (JP3-05)

Air Force special operations element — An element-size Air Force special operations
headquarters. It is normally subordinate to an Air Force specia operations component or
detachment, depending upon Szeand duration of theoperation. AlsocdledAFSOE. (JP3-05)

Air Forcespecial oper ationsforces— ThoseActive and Reserve Component Air Forceforces
designated by the Secretary of Defensethat are specifically organized, trained, and equipped
to conduct and support specid operations. Also called AFSOF. (JP 3-05)

airhead — (*) 1. A designated areain ahostile or threatened territory which, when seized and
held, ensuresthe continuous air landing of troops and materiel and provides the maneuver
space necessary for projected operations. Normally it isthe area seized in the assault phase
of an airborne operation. 2. A designated location in an area of operations used as abase
for supply and evacuation by air. Seeaso beachhead; bridgehead.

airhead line — A line denoting the limits of the objective area for an airborne assault. The
airhead line is bounded by assault objectives that are operationdly located to ensure that
enemy fires cannot be brought to bear on the main objective and for friendly forces to
conduct defensive operationsin depth. See also air head; assault phase; objective area.
(JP3-18)

air inter cept control common — A tactica air-to-ground radio frequency, monitored by all air
intercept control facilitieswithin an area, that is used as abackup for other discrete tactical
control frequencies.

air interception — To effect visual or electronic contact by a friendly aircraft with another
arrcraft. Normdly, the air intercept is conducted in the following five phases: a. climb
phase— Airborneto cruising atitude. b. maneuver phase— Receipt of initial vector to
target until beginning transition to attack speed and dtitude. c. trangtion phase— Increase
or decrease of speed and dtitude required for the attack. d. attack phase— Turnto attack
heading, acquire target, complete attack, and turn to breakaway heading. e. recovery
phase — Breakaway to landing. See also close-controlled air interception.

air inter cept zone— A subdivided part of the destruction areain which it is planned to destroy
or defeat the enemy airborne threat with interceptor aircraft.

air interdiction — (*) Air operations conducted to destroy, neutralize, or delay the enemy’s
military potential beforeit can be brought to bear effectively against friendly forcesat such
distance from friendly forcesthat detailed integration of each air mission with the fire and
movement of friendly forcesis not required.
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air landed — (*) Moved by air and disembarked, or unloaded, after the aircraft has landed or
while a helicopter ishovering. See also air movement.

air landed oper ation — An operation involving movement by air with adesignated destination
for further ground deployment of units and personnel and/or further ground distribution of
supplies. Seedso air landed. (JP3-17)

air-launched ballistic missile— A ballistic missile launched from an airborne vehicle.

air liaison officer — Thesenior tactical air control party member attached to aground unit who
functions as the primary advisor to the ground commander on air power. An air liaison
officer isusualy an aeronauticaly rated officer. AlsocdledALO. Seedsoliaison. (JP3-09.3)

airlift capability — The total capacity expressed in terms of number of passengers and/or
weight/cubic displacement of cargo that can be carried at any onetimeto agiven destination
by available airlift. Seealso airlift requirement; allowableload; payload.

airlift control team —A cell within theair operations center and one of the coreteamsintheair
mobility divison. The airlift control team brings intratheater airlift functional expertise
from the theater organizationsto plan, coordinate, manage, and execute intratheater airlift
operations in the area of responsibility and joint operations area for the joint force air
component commander. US Transportation Command and Air Mobility Command may
augment the airlift control team with intratheater airlift expertise. These two sources of
airlift expertise integrate into a single airlift control team within the air mobility divison.
Also called ALCT. See dso Air Force air and space oper ations center; air mobility
divison; intratheater airlift. (JP3-17)

airlift coordination cell — A cell within the air operations center which plans, coordinates,
manages, and executestheater airlift operationsintheareaof responshbility or joint operations
area. Normally consistsof an arlift plansbranch, an airlift operationsbranch, and an airlift
support branch. AlsocalledALCC. SeedsoAir Forceair and space oper ationscenter;
area of responsibility; joint operationsarea. (JP 3-17)

airlift misson commander — A commander designated when airlift aircraft are participating
inairlift operations specified intheimplementing directive. Theairlift mission commander
isusualy designated by the commander of the deployed airlift unit, but may be selected by
the Air Force component commander or joint force air component commander depending
on the nature of themission. Seeasojoint forceair component commander. (JP3-17)

airlift requirement — (*) Thetota number of passengersand/or weight/cubic displacement of
cargo required to be carried by air for aspecific task. Seedso airlift capability.

airlift service — The performance or procurement of air transportation and services incident
thereto required for the movement of persons, cargo, mail, or other goods.
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air logistic support — Support by air landing or airdrop, including air supply, movement of
personnel, evacuation of casualtiesand enemy prisonersof war, and recovery of equipment
and vehicles.

air logisticsupport oper ation— (*) Anair operation, excluding an airborne operation, conducted
within atheater to distribute and recover personnel, equipment, and supplies.

airmiss— Seenear miss.
air misson — Seemission, Part 3.

air mission intelligencereport — A detailed report of the results of an air mission, including a
complete intelligence account of the mission.

airmobileforces— (*) Theground combat, supporting, and air vehicleunitsrequired to conduct
an airmobile operation.

airmobile operation — (*) An operation in which combat forces and their equipment move
about the battlefield by aircraft to engage in ground combat.

air mobility — The rapid movement of personnel, materid and forcesto and from or within a
theater by air. Thisincludesboth airlift and air refueling. Seeasoair refuding. (JP3-17)

Air Mobility Command — The Air Force component command of the US Transportation
Command. Also called AMC.

air mobility control team — A cell within theair operations center and one of the coreteamsin
the air mobility divison. The air mobility control team is the centralized source of air
mobility command, control, and communicationsfor the director of mobility forcesduring
mission execution. The director of mobility forces uses the air mobility control team to
direct (or redirect asrequired) air mobility forcesin concert with other air and space forces
to respond to requirement changes, higher priorities, or immediate execution limitations.
Theair mobility control team deconflictsal air mobility operationsinto, out of, and within
the area of respongbility or joint operationsarea. The air mobility control team maintains
execution process and communications connectivity for tasking, coordination, and flight
with the air operations center’s combat operations division, subordinate air mobility units,
and mission forces. Also caled AMCT. Seedso Air Force air and space operations
center; air mobility; air mobility divison. (JP3-17)

air mobility divison — Located in the joint air operations center to plan, coordinate, task, and
execute the air mobility misson. Consists of the air mobility control team, airlift control
team, agrid refueling control team, aeromedica evacuation control team, and theair mobility
element. Coordinateswith thejoint forcecommander’smovement requirementsand control
authority, thetheater air mobility operationscontrol center, if established, and theAir Mobility
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Command’s tanker/airlift control center, as required. Also caled AMD. See adso air
mobility; joint air operations center. (JP4-01)

air mobility element — The air mobility element provides air mobility integration and
coordination of US Transportation Command-assigned air mobility forces. Theair mobility
element receives direction from the director of mobility forces and isthe primary team for
providing coordination with thetanker airlift control center. Direct delivery interthester air
mobility missions, if required, will be coordinated through the air mobility division and
tasked by theAir Mobility Command tanker airlift control center. Thetanker airlift control
center commander maintainsoperational control of direct delivery missionsduring execution.
The air mobility element ensures the integration of intertheater air mobility missonswith
theater air and space operations planning. Also caled AME. Seeaso Air Forceair and
Space oper ations center ; air mobility division; director of mobility forces; Tanker
Airlift Control Center. (JP 3-17)

air mobility express— Anexpressairlift system that is activated when Department of Defense
requirements dictate. It is comprised of express carrier aircraft and related continental
United Satesinfrastructure, Air Mobility Command airlift, and anin-theater rapid distribution
system. Also called AMX. Seealso air mobility; Air Mobility Command. (JP 3-17)

air movement — Air transport of units, personnel, supplies, and equipment including airdrops
and air landings. Seedso airdrop; air landed. (JP3-17)

air movement column — In airborne operations, the lead formation and the serialsfollowing,
proceeding over the same flight path at the same altitude.

air movement table— (*) A table prepared by aground force commander in coordination with
an air force commander. Thisform, issued as an annex to the operation order: a indicates
thealocation of aircraft spaceto elementsof the ground unitsto be airlifted; b. designates
the number and type of arcraft in each serid; c. specifies the departure area, time of
loading, and takeoff.

air observation — Seeair observer.

air observation post — See observation post.

air observer — (*) Anindividua whose primary mission is to observe or take photographs
from an aircraft in order to adjust artillery fire or obtain military information.

air observer adjustment — The correcting of gunfire from an aircraft. See adso spot.

air offensve — Sustained operations by strategic and/or tactical air weapon systems against
hogtile air forces or surface targets.
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air photographic reconnaissance — (*) The obtaining of information by air photography,
dividedintothreetypes: a Strategic photographic reconnaissance; b. Tactica photographic
reconnaissance; and ¢. Survey/cartographic photography-air photography takenfor survey/
cartographica purposesand to survey/cartographic standardsof accuracy. It may bestrategic
or tactical.

air picket — (*) Anairborne early warning aircraft positioned primarily to detect, report, and
track approaching enemy aircraft or missiles and to control intercepts. Also called aerial
picket. Seedso airborneearly warning and control.

air plot — (*) 1. A continuous plot used in air navigation of a graphic representation of true
headingssteered and air distancesflown. 2. A continuousplot of theposition of anairborne
object represented graphically to show true headings steered and air distances flown. 3.
Within ships, adisplay that showsthe positionsand movementsof an airborne object relative
to the plotting ship.

airport — Seeairfield.

air portable— (*) Denotesmateriel whichissuitablefor transport by anaircraft loaded interndly
or externaly, with no morethan minor dismantling and reassembling within the capabilities
of user units. This term must be qualified to show the extent of air portability. See dso
load.

air port surfacedetection equipment — Short-rangeradar displaying thearport surface. Aircraft
and vehicular traffic operating on runways, taxiways, and ramps, moving or stationary,
may be observed with a high degree of resolution.

airport surveillance radar — Radar displaying range and azimuth that is normally employed
inatermina areaas an aid to approach- and departure-control.

airport traffic area— Unlessotherwise specifically designated, that airgpacewithinahorizontal
radius of five statute miles from the geographic center of any airport at which a control
tower isoperating, extending from the surface up to, but not including, an dtitude of 3,000
feet above the elevation of the airport. Also called ATA.

air position — (*) The calculated position of an aircraft assuming no wind effect.

air priorities committee — (*) A committee set up to determine the priorities of passengers
and cargo.

air raid reporting control ship — (*) A ship to which the air defense ship has delegated the
duties of controlling air warning radar and air raid reporting.

air reconnaissance — The acquisition of information by employing visua observation and/or
sensorsin ar vehicles.
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air reconnaissance l