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Appendix A 

1999 Survey of Spouses of Active Duty Personnel 

(Form B) 



RCS # DD-P&R (OT) 2072 
Exp. 03/03/2000 

1999 Survey of Spouses of Active Duty Personnel 
Form B 
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DMDC Survey No. 99-0002 

DEFENSE MANPOWER DATA CENTER 
ATTN: SURVEY PROCESSING CENTER 
DATA RECOGNITION CORPORATION 
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MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA 55345-5967 
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PRIVACY NOTICE 

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-579), this notice informs you of the purpose of the 
survey and how the findings will be used. Please read it carefully. 

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 136, 10 U.S.C. 1782, and 10 U.S.C. 2358 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:  Information collected in this survey will be used to assess attitudes and perceptions of 
military life. This information will assist in improving policies and programs that benefit military families. 

ROUTINE USES: Reports will be provided to the Secretaries of Defense and Transportation, and each Military 
Service. Findings will be used in reports and provided to Congress. Sonic findings may be published by the 
Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) or professional journals, or reported in manuscripts presented at 
conferences, symposia, and scientific meetings. In no case will the data be reported or used for identifiable 
indiviclual(s). 

DISCLOSURE: Providing information on this survey is voluntary. There is no penalty if you choose not to 
respond. However, maximum participation is encouraged so that the data will be complete and representative. 
Your survey instrument will be treated as confidential. Identifying information will be used only by persons 
engaged in, and for the purposes of, the survey. Only group statistics will be reported. 

USE ANO, 2 PENCILONLY 

THIS IS NOT A TEST, SO TAKE YOUR TIME. 

SELECT ANSWERS THAT BEST FIT YOU. 

MARK ONLY ONE ANSWER FOR EACH QUESTION 
UNLESS THE QUESTION SAYS TO MARK ALL THAT APPLY. 

• MAKE HEAVY BLACK MARKS THAT FILL THE RESPONSE CIRCLES. 
• DO NOT MAKE ANY MARKS OUTSIDE OF THE RESPONSE CIRCLES OR WRITE-IN BOXES. 
• IF YOU CHANGE YOUR MIND, ERASE OLD MARKS COMPLETELY. 
• DO NOT USE INK, BALL-POINT, OR FELT TIP PENS. 

RIGHT MARK O • O O WRONG MARKS </?))&£) ö 

I    _ 



CURRENT LOCATION 

1.   Where do you live? 

() In one of the 50 States or the District of Columbia 
O In American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands or 

Puerto Rico 
O Overseas 

In this survey, "permanent duty station" is considered 
your spouse's permanent post, base, port, or other 
duty location, such as, a recruiting station. 

Are you and/or your family members (child, 
children, or other legal dependents) with your 
spouse at his/her permanent duty station? 

Yes 
No 

O Go to Question 4 

Why didn't you and/or your family members 
accompany your spouse to his/her permanent duty 
station? (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Legal separation or divorce from spouse 
O Temporarily unaccompanied (join spouse later) 
O Permanently unaccompanied because it was 

required for his/her authorization/billet 
O Permanently unaccompanied because family 

members were not command sponsored (overseas 
tour) 

O Permanently unaccompanied because household 
goods move was not authorized with PCS orders 

O My career 
O My education 
() Child's/children's education 
O Health or illness of family member 
O Eldercare responsibilities 
O Other (specify): 

4. Which of the following best describes where you live? 

O Military family housing, on base 
O Military family housing, off base 
O Civilian housing that I own or pay mortgage on 
O Military or civilian housing that I rent, off base 
O Other 

5. How long have you lived at your current 
residence? 

O Less than one month 
O 1-3 months 
O 4-6 months 
O 7-9 months 
O 10-12 months 
O More than a year 

6. How satisfied are you with the following 
characteristics of your current residence and 
community? 

Very dissatisfied 
Dissatisfied 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
Satisfied 

Very satisfied 

a. Cost of residence  

b. Quality and condition of residence .... 

c. Amount of livable space in residence . . 

d. Privacy of residence  

e. Quality of housing in the area where 
you live  

f. Safety of the area where you live 

g. Distance to workplace  

h. Distance to shopping areas  . . . . 

i. Distance to recreation areas   . . . 

>KA 

Why did you choose your current residence? 
(MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
(J 
o 
o 
o 
o 
Ö 
o 
/"s 
'vJ 

o 
o 

I had no choice in my residence 
Best value for the money 
Safety and security 
Close to workplace 
Close to base facilities, services or programs 
Spouse's choice 
Better schools 
Fewer rules 
Privacy 
Wanted to live in a specific area or community 
Available right away 
Military housing was unavailable 
Civilian housing was unavailable 
Better than available military housing (on base or off 
base) 
Better than available civilian housing 
Wanted military neighbors 
Wanted civilian neighbors 
Other 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE !N THIS AREA. 

) O O OOOOOOOOO O O OI SERIAL # 
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8. If your cost to live in civilian or military housing at 
your spouse's permanent duty station were the 
same, where would you prefer to live? 

( i Military housing, on base 
O Military operated housing, off base 
O Civilian housing 

9. During your spouse's active duty career, how many 
times did you and/or your family members move to 
a new location because of your spouse's 
permanent changes of station (PCSs)? 

O None c> Go to Question 11 

O 1 O 6 
C) 2 O 7 
O 3 O 8 
('5 4 C)9 
O 5 O 10 or more 

10.   When you and/or your family members made the 
most recent PCS move, were any of the following a 
problem? (ANSWER EVEN IF THIS IS YOUR 
SPOUSE'S FIRST ASSIGNMENT.) 

Does not apply j 
Not a problem 

Slight problem I 
Somewhat of a problem 

Serious problem 

a. Change in PCS orders (report date or 
destination)  

b. Hours and location of offices providing 
PCS assistance  

c. Waiting for permanent housing to 
become available  

d. Selling or renting out your former 
residence  

e.  Purchasing or renting your current 
residence  

UIU 

OO 

w - 

OO 

Ok 

...) L 

•"-i r 

f. Amount of time to prepare for move . 

g. Shipping/storing household goods . . 

h. Temporary duty (TAD/TDY) en route 

i. Temporary lodging expenses  

j. Costs related to security deposit(s). . 

k. Cost of moving pets  

Does not apply 
Not a probler 

Slight problem 
n 

Somewhat of a problem 

(\ 

Serious problem 

I.     Cost of moving vehicles  

m.  Costs of setting up new residence 
(e.g., curtains, carpeting, painting)  .... 

-, 

("} 

o.   Non-reimbursed transportation costs 
,-". 

q.   Accuracy of reimbursements  o r\ 

r.    Time off at destination to complete 
{   } i   J 

•~\ n 

t.    Loss or decrease of your income  o 
u.   Your employment  (..) o 
v.   Transferability of entitlements (e.g., 

w.   Obtaining special education services   . . O \ ) { 

x.    Changing schools for me and/or my 

y.    Transferability of college credits  o O 

z.   Availability of childcare  o ,.., ol< 

SPOUSE'S MILITARY ASSIGNMENT 

11. Is your spouse currently assigned to ship or shore 
duty? 

O Ship 
O Shore 
O Does not apply, my spouse does not have a 

ship/shore rotation 

12. Where is your spouse's permanent duty station 
located? 

O In one of the 50 States or the District of Columbia 
O In American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands or 

Puerto Rico 

O Overseas 



13. Is your spouse currently on a deployment that will 
keep him/her away from home for at least 30 
consecutive days? 

ö Yes 
O No c>Go to Question 15 

14. Where is your spouse currently deployed? 

(j In one of the 50 States or the District of Columbia 
(.".) In American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands or 

Puerto Rico 
O Overseas 

15. Is your spouse currently serving on active duty 
and/or in the Guard/Reserve? 

Q Yes, serving on active duty (not a member of the 
Guard/Reserve) 

O Yes, a member of the Guard/Reserve in a full-time 
active duty program (AGR, TAR, AR) 

O Yes, other type of Guard/Reserve member (e.g., 
drilling unit, IMA, IRR, military technician) 

O No oGo to Question 18 

16. In what Service is your spouse? 

O Army (...) Air Force 
(.) Navy O Coast Guard 
(...) Marine Corps 

17. What is your spouse's current paygrade? 

E-1 O w-1 O 0-1 
E-2 O W-2 O 0-2 
E-3 O W-3 O 0-3 
E-4 O W-4 O 0-4 
E-5 O W-5 O 0-5 
E-6 (.) 0-6 or above 
E-7 
E-8 
E-9 

18.   How many years of active duty service has your 
spouse completed? 

) Don't know 

® @ 
© /7\ 

@ © 
© 
© 0 

V.-' 

© 
'•■-:J 
(7r-. 

!^\ 

YEARS 

For example, if your 
spouse completed 
3 years of service, 
enter "03" in the boxes 
and fill in the 
corresponding circles. 
To indicate less than 1 
year, enter "00." 

19. During the past 12 months, how many hours per 
week did your spouse usually work? 

O 40 hours or less 
O 41-50 hours 
© 51-60 hours 
© 61-70 hours 
O 71-80 hours 
O 81 hours or more 

20. During your spouse's last full workweek, how many 
hours did he/she work? 

© 40 hours or less 
O 41-50 hours 
© 51-60 hours 
© 61-70 hours 
O 71-80 hours 
O 81 hours or more 

In this survey, the definition of "military duties" 
includes deployments, TADs/TDYs, training, military 
education, time at sea, and field exercises/alerts. 

21. In the past 12 months, has your spouse been away 
from his/her permanent duty station overnight 
because of military duties? 

O Yes 
O No o Go to Question 26 

22. In the past 12 months, how many separate times 
was your spouse away from his/her permanent 
duty station for at least one night because of 
military duties? 

O 1-2 times 
© 3-4 times 
© 5-6 times 
O 7-8 times 
©9-10 times 
O 11-12 times 
© 13 times or more 

PLEASE: DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

J O O O O O O O O O O O O © O O OI IAL# 



23.   During the past 12 months, how long was your 
spouse away from his/her permanent duty station 
for the following military duties? (ADD UP ALL 
NIGHTS YOUR SPOUSE WAS AWAY FROM 
HIS/HER PERMANENT DUTY STATION; ASSIGN 
EACH NIGHT TO ONLY ONE TYPE OF MILITARY 
DUTY.) 

24. 

10 months to 12 months 
7 months to less than10 months 

5 months to less than 7 months 
3 months to less than 5 months 

1 month to less than 3 months | 
Less than 1 month I 

None 

a. Peacekeeping or other 
contingency operation . 

b. Foreign humanitarian assistance 
mission  

c. Unit training at combat training 
centers  

d. Counter drug operation  

e. Domestic disaster or civil 
emergency  

f. Time at sea for scheduled 
deployments (other than for the 
above)  

g. Other time at sea (other than for 
the above)  

rv ( )( 

> r >'" 

h. Joint training/field exercises/alerts 
(other than for the above)  

i.   Military education (other than for      j 
the above) lOjOK 

j.   Other TADs/TDYs  

k. Other or unknown duties iOiOK 

")o: 

o 

'iOIO'O: 

sinn 

In the past 12 months, what was the total length of 
time your spouse was away from his/her permanent 
duty station because of military duties? (ADD UP 
ALL NIGHTS AWAY FROM HIS/HER PERMANENT 
DUTY STATION.) 

( ) Less than 1 month 
O 1 month to less than 3 months 
() 3 months to less than 5 months 
Ü 5 months to less than 7 months 
O 7 months to less than 10 months 
O 10 months to 12 months 

25. During the past 12 months, have any of these been 
a concern while your spouse was away? (MARK 
ALL THAT APPLY.) 

KJ 

o 

o 
o 
o 

o 

Managing expenses and bills 
Household repairs, yard work, car maintenance 
Storage or security of personal belongings 
Pet care 
Interruption of your spouse's off duty education 
Loss of your spouse's part-time job 
Your spouse's ability to communicate with family 
Safety of your family in their community 
Your job demands or education demands 
Childcare arrangements 
Eldercare 
Child's/children's education 
Serious health or emotional problems of spouse, 
child, parent, sibling, or elderly family member 
Divorce or marital problems 
Birth or adoption of a child 
Your or your spouse's pregnancy 
Death of a family member 
Major financial hardship or bankruptcy within your 
family 
Major home repair or replacement due to casualty, 
theft, fire or severe weather (e.g., hurricane, flood, 
earthquake, tornado) 
Other (specify): 

26.   Suppose your spouse will be in the military for the 
next 12 months. What is the total length of time that 
you would expect your spouse to be away from 
his/her permanent duty station because of military 
duties? 

(...) I would not expect my spouse to be away from 
his/her permanent duty station in the next 12 months 

(...) Less than 1 month 
O 1 month to less than 3 months 
O 3 months to less than 5 months 
ü 5 months to less than 7 months 
O 7 months to less than 10 months 
O 10 months to 12 months 

27.   Do you think your spouse should stay on or leave 
active duty? 

O I strongly favor staying 
O I somewhat favor staying 
O I have no opinion one way or the other 
O I somewhat favor leaving 

strongly favor leaving 



28.   If your spouse's future assignments require long or 
frequent separations from you or your family, how 
likely is it that you will encourage your spouse to 
remain in the military (assuming that he/she can 
remain)? 

O Very unlikely 
O Unlikely 
O Undecided 
O Likely 
O Very likely 

MILITARY LIFE 

29.   How do you and your spouse's opportunities in the 
military life compare to opportunities you would 
have in the civilian world? 

Don't know 
Much better in the military 

Somewhat better in the military 
No difference 

Somewhat better as a civilian ■ 
Much better as a civilian :    j 

a. Your spouse's promotion 
opportunities  

b. Your spouse's amount of 
personal/family time . . . 

c. Your spouse's hours worked per week !(. 

d. Vacation time  

e. Your spouse's education and training 
opportunities  

f.   Your education and training 
opportunities  

g. Your employment opportunities   ....;(, 

h. Your spouse's total compensation 
(pay, bonuses, allowances) !(.. 

i.   Your total earnings and benefits  . . . .|(_ 

j.   Health care benefits IC. 

k.   Retirement benefits    |(. 

I.   Your spouse's sense of 
accomplishment/pride |(.. 

m. Your sense of accomplishment/pride   \C„ 

n.  General quality of life !( 

PLEASE DO N! 

loooooooooc 

yo\ 

>|o;oo| 

>iooo! 
'OCX)! 

).C'X7o! 

30.   In the last month, did you perform any non-military 
volunteer work? 

O Yes i=> Go to Question 32 
O No 

31. What were your reasons for not volunteering? 
(MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O I was not asked to perform volunteer work 
O I did not have time for volunteer work 
O I did not have access to childcare so I could 

perform volunteer work 
I am not interested in volunteer work 
I did not have transportation 
None of the above 

32. 

IN THIS AREA 

o 

In general, has your life been better or worse than 
you expected when you first became part of the 
military community (either by your spouse entering 
the military or marriage to a military member)? 

O Much better 
O Somewhat better 
O About what you expected 
O Somewhat worse 
O Much worse 

33.  Who do you turn to, or where do you go for help 
with a personal or a family problem? (MARK ALL 
THAT APPLY.) 

o 
o 
o 

(...) 

O 
o 
u 
o 

Myself 
Spouse 
Friend 
Co-worker 
Family member or other relative 
Neighbor 
Unit Commander 
Unit Commander's spouse 
Military Chaplain 
Clergy (minister, rabbi, priest, Muslim cleric, etc' 
Military Family Support Center 
Family Advocacy Program 
Military hospital or clinic 
Civilian hospital or clinic 
Military mental health service provider 
Civilian mental health service provider 
Military childcare or youth program 
Teacher, school guidance counselor, or school 
professional 
Financial counselor or accountant 
Other (specify): 

34.   How is your general outlook about your life? 

O Very optimistic 
c, 
O Neither optimistic nor pessimistic 
O Pessimistic 
r\ 

Optimistic 

Very pessimistic 

SERIAL # 



35.   How satisfied are you with each of the following 
aspects of your spouse's military job? 

a. Basic pay  

b. Special and incentive pay 

Don't know or Does not apply 

Very dissatisfied 
Dissatisfied 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
Satisfied | 

Very satisfied  j 

c. Reenlistment bonus or continuation 
pay program  )'K I 

)( ).( )\()()H 

d. Housing allowance  

e. Military housing     

f. Medical care for your spouse   .... 

g. Dental care for your spouse lOIOlO 

h. Retirement pay your spouse would get OOKJ 

i.   Cost of living adjustments (COLA) to 
retirement pay OOOK 

Other retirement benefits such as 
medical care and use of base services ;(JiOlülOi( 

k. Pace of your spouse's promotions 

I. Type of assignments received . . . 

m. Deployments  

n.  Other military duties that take your 
spouse away from his/her permanent 
duty station     

o.   Level of manning in your spouse's 
unit  

oooo 
.;/"•] /~N r\ r\ 

}DIOI< 

>K M 

p.  Your spouse's unit's morale  

q.  Your spouse's personal workload  . . 

r.   Amount of personal/family time your 
spouse has     

'IOk 

s.   Off duty educational opportunities for 
your spouse jC 

t.   Quality of leadership    |(J 

u.  Military values, lifestyle, and tradition   X... 

v.   Amount of enjoyment your spouse 
has with his/her job    !(.., 

Don't know or Does not apply 
Very dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 

Satisfied \ 
Very satisfied 

w. Frequency of your spouse's PCS moves   . 

x.   Job security  

y.   Location or station of choice, homeporting 

z.   Co-location with your military spouse . . . . 

aa. Medical care for you and your family . . . . 

bb. Dental care for you and your family  

cc. Youth activities on base     

dd. Schools for your children  

ee. Your employment and career 
opportunities  

ff.   Military family support programs  

gg. Acceptable and affordable childcare  . . . . 

36.   How much do you agree or disagree with the 
following statements? 

( )!< 

■) n s. ,• ^ 

u WUI 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 
Agree \ 

Strongly agree 

a. Most of my friends belong to the military 
community     

b. The military community is there for me when 
I need it    OK... 

c. I have a lot in common with the civilian | 
community    iO|(... 

d. Members of the military community 
sometimes turn to me for help or support . 

e. Living on base helps active duty members 
and their families make ends meet  

37.   Now, taking all things together, how satisfied are 
you with the military way of life? 

O Very satisfied 
O Satisfied 
O Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
O Dissatisfied 
O Very dissatisfied 

8 



PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

38. On average during a month, how often do you and/or your family members (child, children, or other legal 
dependents) use the following on base programs, facilities, or services and civilian off base programs, 

facilities, or services? 

For each of these 13 items, mark one response 
in column A and one response in column B. 

;  1.    Fitness Center/Gym 

| 2.    Library services  . . . 

3. Outdoor recreation areas (e.g., campgrounds, picnic areas, beach, 
stables)  

4. Outdoor recreation equipment rental     

5.    Recreation center (e.g., recreation room, music/TV, game 
room/amusement machines)  

6. Golf course  

7. Bowling center  

8. Recreation lodging/hotel or resorts  

9     Clubs/dance/night clubs  

10. Commissary/supermarket/grocery store     

11. Main exchange/department store  

12. Social activities (e.g., trips, special events, tournaments) 

13. Auto, crafts and hobby shops     

A. 

On Base Program, 
Facility or Service 

J2 
S 
> 
TO 

«!    I»    1» 
CO   <D   CD   0) 

u)  0)  c c F 
d>  F E E E "> 

co  F ■- o> o .E *^ LO o m p 
c  " O T- N N i 
.E LO v   I I I ~ 
O  -i-   CD  T- T- CM CM 

oooooooo 
oooooooo 

oooooooo 
oooooooo 

oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 

B. 
Civilian Off Base 

Program, Facility or 
Service 

^ CO CO CO 
-Q CO CD 0) CD 
co        co CD F F F 
=     CD F E E E 
ro m  c .b ■" -' ~ 
> o £ ■" m o in 
tc p -~ o t- CM CM 

■x -E "? v i i i o •*-    i | ^ CD T- 
Z O   v- CD 1- T- CM 

CD 
o 

o o o o o o o o 
oooooooo 

o o o o o o o o 
oooooooo 

oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
oooooooo 
o o o o o o o o 
OOOOOOOO 

oooooooo 

39. During the past 12 months, have you used any of the following programs and services? (MARK ONE ANSWER 
IN EACH ROW.) 

Yes        No 

a. Adult continuing education/counseling  
b. Tuition assistance programs for college/higher education 
c. Technical/vocational programs  
d. Basic skills education  

<") 

V..,' 

O 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

' O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O OI 

. -I 
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EMPLOYMENT 

40.   Are you currently: (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Serving on active duty (not a member of the 
National Guard or Reserve) 

O Member of the National Guard or Reserve in a full- 
time active duty program (AGR, TAR, AR) 

O Other type of National Guard or Reserve member 
(e.g., drilling unit, IMA, IRR, military technician) 

i) Working in a Federal civilian job (full-time) 
O Working in a Federal civilian job (part-time) 
O Working in a civilian job on base (full-time) 
■0 Working in a civilian job on base (part-time) 
O Working in a civilian job off base (full-time) 
O Working in a civilian job off base (part-time) 
O Managing or working in family business 
O Self-employed in your own business or profession 
O Unemployed and looking for work 
O In school 
O Homemaker/housewife/househusband 
O Retired 
O Other (specify):        _   

I    _ 

41. Last week, did you do any work for pay or profit? 
(Mark yes even if you worked only one hour, or 
helped without pay in a family business or farm for 
15 hours or more.) 

O Yes <=> Go to Question 47 
C) No 

42. Last week, were you on layoff from a job? 

O Yes <=> Go to Question 44 
O No 

43. Last week, were you temporarily absent from a job 
or business? 

(') Yes, on vacation, temporary illness, labor dispute, 
etc.   ■=> Go to Question 47 

O No    ■=> Go to Question 45 

44. Have you been informed that you will be recalled to 
work within the next 6 months or been given a date 
to return to work? 

O Yes ■=> Go to Question 46 
(") No 

45. Have you been looking for work during the last 4 
weeks? 

(.') Yes 
(") No t=> Go to Question 48 

46.   Last week, could you have started a job if offered 
one, or returned to work if recalled? 

O Yes, could have gone to worko Go to Question 56 
O No, because of own temporary illness o Go to 

Question 56 
(...) No, because of all other reasons (in school, etc.) 

^> Go to Question 56 

47.   Do you currently hold a job or work at your own 
business? 

O Yes O Go to Question 49 
O No 

48.  Are you currently looking for employment or do 
you want or need to work? 

O Yes O Go to Question 56 
O No   i=> Go to Question 58 

49. From the time you started your job search, about 
how long did it take you to find your current 
primary job? 

O Less than 1 month 
O 1-3 months 
O 4-6 months 
O 7-9 months 
O 10-12 months 
O More than 1 year 

50. About how long have you been in your current 
primary job? 

O Less than 1 month 
O 1-3 months 
O 4-6 months 
O 7-9 months 
O 10-12 months 
O More than 1 year 

51. How well do your qualifications match the work 
you do in your current primary job? 

O I am greatly overqualified for the work 
O I am somewhat overqualified for the work 
O My qualifications are appropriate for the work 
O I am somewhat underqualified for the work 
O I am greatly underqualified for the work 

52. To what extent does your current primary job 
allow you to use your skills and training? 

O To a large extent 
(..) To a minor extent 
O Not at all 
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53.   How did you find your current primary job? 
(MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Answered an ad in newspaper/trade journal 
O Answered an ad on the WWW or Internet 

O Contacted the employer directly 

O Job fair 
O Information provided by a friend or relative 
O Contacts made while doing volunteer work 
ö Civilian/private employment agency 
O Employment assistance program sponsored by the 

military 
O State employment service 

O Job bank 
ö Other (specify):            

54. How much does the income you receive from your 
job(s) contribute toward your total monthly gross 
(before-tax) household income? 

O Major contribution 
O Moderate contribution 
O Minor contribution 
O No contribution 

55. On average, how many hours a week do you 
spend working at a job(s) or working at your own 
business? 

HOURS PER WEEK 

For example, if you worked 
8 hours, enter "08" in the 
boxes and fill in the 
corresponding circles. 

CO 
f:) 

(r.) 

(?) 

1.2) 

{'i) 

Q) 

56.   Regardless of your current employment status, 
how important are each of the following reasons 
for why you work, want to work, or need to work? 
(MARK ONE RESPONSE FOR EACH ITEM.) 

Not important 
Somewhat important 

Very important i 

a. Need money for basic family expenses |( )kJ|Ui 

b. Desire for a career  

c. Want extra money to use now lOiOjOl 
\    i    ■    i 
i     I     i    ! 

d. Want to save money for the future KjjüK 5| 

e. Want independence    jOOOj 

Li I..! 
f. Enjoy working    |OlL)K >j 

g. Want to gain experience for future career   . . . . ; \ N; . 

57.   In the past 12 months, how much of a problem has 
each of the following been for you in looking for or 
holding a job? (Answer for where you currently 
live.) (MARK ONE RESPONSE FOR EACH ITEM.) 

Does not apply 
Not a problem | 

Minor problem j 
Major problem :        | 

a. Finding quality childcare     

b. Finding affordable childcare  

c. Arranging transportation to and from work . 

d. Time it takes to commute to and from work 

e. Being overqualified for the available jobs    . 

f. Lack of skills or training for the available 

jobs  

g. Conflicts between work and parental or 
family responsibilities     

h. Difficulty finding a job with an acceptable 

salary  

i.   Difficulty finding a job relevant to your 
career aspirations      

j.   Spouse's opposition to your working      

k. Employers reluctant to hire military spouses 

11 



58.   Have you ever worked, even for a few days? 

O Yes 
Q No i=> Go to Question 63 

59. 

I    - 

I-   _ 

Which one category best describes your chief job 
activity or business currently? If you currently have 
more than one job, describe the one at which you 
work the most hours. If you currently have no job 
or business, give the information for your last job 
or business. (MARK ONLY ONE.) 

O Clerical or Administrative Support (secretary, 
bookkeeper, mailroom supervisor, mail clerk, 
cashier, bank teller, etc.) 

O Construction, Mining, or Drilling (skilled 
construction worker such as carpenter, plumber 
supervisor, roofer, miner, well driller, etc.) 

O Craft or Precision Production (automobile body 
repairer, aircraft mechanic, cabinet maker, heating 
and air conditioning repairer, carpet installer, 
baker, etc.) 

O Executive. Administrative, or Managerial (company 
executive, personnel manager, accountant, school 
principal, public official, etc.) 

O Farming, Forestry, or Fishing (farm owner, nursery 
worker, farm worker, field supervisor, gardener, 
logger, etc.) 

O Laborer, Helper. Handler, Eguipment Cleaner 
(unskilled construction worker, dock worker, 
machinist helper, stock handler, car washer, etc.) 

() Machine Operator, Assembler, or Inspector 
(laundry and dry cleaning machine operator, 
sewing machine operator, mill supervisor, furniture 
assembler, meat inspector, welder, etc.) 

O Mechanic or Repairer (automobile or aircraft 
mechanic, maintenance supervisor, television 
repairer, locksmith, etc.) 

O Professional (doctor, registered nurse, lawyer, 
engineer, scientist, teacher, social worker, 
accountant, chemist, dietician, artist, etc.) 

O Protective Service (police officer, firefighter, 
security guard, etc.) 

('.') Sales (real estate or insurance agent, sales clerk, 
automobile sales, etc.) 

O Service (childcare worker, dental assistant, 
waiter/waitress, teacher's aide, cook, beautician, 
housekeeper, hospital orderly, etc.) 

(") Technician (computer programmer, paralegal, 
dental hygienist, licensed practical nurse, 
laboratory technician, air traffic controller, airplane 
pilot and navigator, etc.) 

(") Transportation or Material Moving (truck or bus 
driver, railroad conductor, chauffeur, taxicab 
driver, etc.) 

© Other 

60. Did you work at a job or business at any time 
during 1998? 

61. 

62. 

63. 

O Yes 
O No c> Go to Question 63 

How many weeks did you work during 1998? 
(Count paid vacation, paid sick leave, and military 
service.) 

© © 
0 © 
® (2) 
© 
(?) © 
© © 

(6) 
.-> 
\:J 
© 
© 

WEEKS IN 1998 

For example, if you worked 
52 weeks during 1998, 
enter "52" in the boxes and 
fill in the corresponding 
circles. 

During the weeks you worked in 1998, how many 
hours did you usually work each week? 

HOURS EACH WEEK 
© © 
© © 
© © 
© '©^ 

© © 
V.V © 
© © 
© (!) 
© © 
© ® 

For example, if you worked 
40 hours, enter "40" in the 
boxes and fill in the 
corresponding circles. 

How about your work skills? Do you think your 
skills are: 

O Readily marketable 
O Likely to be marketable 
O May or may not be marketable 
© Not likely to be marketable 
© Not marketable 

PLEASE DO V, 

"') © O O O O O O O C 
IT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

)©00©OOOI SERIAL # 
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FAMILY INFORMATION 

64.   What is your marital status? 

(...) Now married 
(.) Separated 
(...) Divorced 
O Widowed 

65. How many years have you been married to your 
current spouse? (If divorced/widowed, please 
answer for your last marriage.) 

(...) Less than 1 year 
(..) 1-5 years 
() 6-10 years 
() Over 10 years 

66. How many times have you been divorced? 

O None 
O 1 
('..') 2 
O 3 or more 

67. Are any children residing in your home from a 
previous relationship of you or your spouse? 
(MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Yes, from my previous relationship(s) 
O Yes, from my spouse's previous relationship(s) 
(") No 

For questions in this section, the definition of "child or 
children" or "other legal dependents" includes anyone 
in your family, except your spouse, who has or is 
eligible to have a Uniformed Services identification card 
(military ID card) or is eligible for military health care 
benefits and is enrolled in the Defense Enrollment 
Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS). 

68. Do you have a child, children or other legal 
dependents based on the definition above? 

O Yes 
O No O Go to Question 85 

69. How many children or other legal dependents 
you have in each age group? (MARK ONE 
ANSWER IN EACH ROW.) 

Age 

a. Under 1 year old ( 
b. 1 year to under 2 years old ( 
c. 2-5 years old (' 
d. 6-13 years old ( 
e. 14-22 years old ( 
f. 23-64 years old C 
g. 65 years old or older ( 

None   12       3 

r 

do 

5 or 
more 

o 

o 

70.   How many children or other legal dependents do 
you have in each of the following age groups who 
live on a regular basis with your spouse (and you) 
at your spouse's permanent duty station? (MARK 
ONE ANSWER IN EACH ROW.) 

Age None 

a. Under 1 year old O 
b. 1 year to under 2 years old (...) 
c. 2-5 years old (.) 
d. 6-13 years old O 
e. 14-22 years old (.) 
f. 23-64 years old O 
g. 65 years old or older () 

71.   How many children or other legal dependents do 
you have in each of the following age groups who 
live on a regular basis at a different location than 
your spouse's permanent duty station? (MARK 
ONE ANSWER IN EACH ROW.) 

5 or 
I 2 3 4 more 

o o o v...' o 
o o Ü f") 

V.' \ ) v ./ () {"") 

0 o (') v./ (   ) 

o C ) o o \  } 

o c.) o o 
o o ( ) (   ) 

5 or 
more 

o 
o 

Age None 1 2 

a. Under 1 year old O O (...) 
b. 1 year to under 2 years old (.) O (...) 
c. 2-5 years old O O O 
d. 6-13 years old O O O 
e. 14-22 years old O O O 
f. 23-64 years old (.) O O 
g. 65 years old or older O O O 

72.   During the past 12 months, have you routinely used 
any of the following childcare arrangements? 
(MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

Not applicable, I have not used any of the following 
childcare arrangements O Go to Question 78 
Child's other parent or stepparent 
Child's brother or sister (aged 15 or older) 
Child's brother or sister (under the age of 15) 
Child's grandparent 
Other relative 
Friend or neighbor 
Sitter, nanny, or au pair 
Preschool (on base) 
Preschool (off base) 
"Child Development Center" (on base) 
Childcare center/day care center (off base) 
"Family Childcare Home" (on base) 
Childcare provider in a home setting (off base) 
"School-Age Care Program" (on base) 
After-school program (off base) 
Federally supported Head Start program 
None of the above 

o 
o 
o 

n 

o 
o 
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73. How many of your children routinely use the 
childcare arrangements marked in Question 72? 

© 1 
© 2 
Ü 3 
O 4 
O 5 or more 

74. What is the total amount that you spent last month 
on childcare arrangements for all of your children? 

© Does not apply, I spent no money on childcare 
arrangements last month. c> Go to Question 75 

MONTHLY CHILDCARE 
EXPENSE 

I I ! i i 

$ | j I | ! ■ 0 0 

I©!©!©!®! Write your monthly 
|@!@j@!@l expense in the boxes, 
j@j©l@!@| then fill in the 
j®!©j©!©{ corresponding circles. 
j@|®!©|@: For example, if you 
'•© '   y, spent $100 last month, 
©)l©j©i© you would enter "0100." 

75. During the past 12 months, was there any change 
in your childcare arrangements for your child or 
children? 

© Yes 
O No c> Go to Question 78 

76. For what reasons did the childcare arrangements 
change? (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

•{") Beginning, ending, or changes in a child's school 
enrollment 

© Beginning, ending, or changes in military assignment 
© Beginning, ending, or changes in my school 

enrollment 
O Cost 
O Availability or hours of care provider 
O Reliability of care provider 
O Quality of care provided 
© Care provider's location or accessibility 
© Never had any regular arrangement 
© Child outgrew arrangement 
O No longer eligible for assistance 
O Arrangement no longer available 
O Other (specify): 

I    _ 

77. 

78. 

79. 

During the past 12 months, did you lose any time 
from work or school due to a change in childcare 
arrangements? 

©Yes 
©No 

Do you have a child or children enrolled in school? 

O Yes 
O No c> Go to Question 83 

What type of school does your youngest 
school-age child attend? 

O College or university c> Go to Question 83 
O Public school off base 
O Public school on base 
Ö DoD school for dependents 
O A religion-affiliated school 
O A private day school, not religion-affiliated 
© A private boarding school 
O Home school 
© Other (specify): 

80. About how many hours per week does your child 
usually spend in school? (If you have more than 
one child, answer for the youngest school-age 
child.) 

HOURS PER WEEK 

© (o) 

© © 
(?) © 
© © 
© © 
© © 
© © 
©>© © 
© © 
© © 

Write the number of hours in 
the boxes, then fill in the 
corresponding circles. 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

") © O © O O O O O © O O O O O OI SERIAL # 



81.   For the type of school you marked in Question 79, 
please rate the following. 

NA/DK = Not applicable or don't know 

.'...Ill = Fail 
D = Poor 

C = Satisfactory  j 
B = Good  ]    j 

A = Excellent  I    !    i 

82. 

a.  Overall academic program 

b.  Support services provided by the 
school  

c.   Special education programs 

d. Physical plant (building, school 
grounds, heating/cooling, food 
service, etc.)  iO'O 

e. Availability of extracurricular 
activities  

Ou 

O 

o 

o;oo 

f. Safety of school  

g. Overall quality of the school 

IQOC 

K M. 

Have you participated in, or have you been involved 
with, the following activities related to your child's 
or children's education? (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Attending conferences or meetings with teachers 
regarding the school 

Ö Working with teachers to promote achievement 
() Collaborating on educational opportunities for 

students, parents, and teachers 
O Planning and implementing curricular and 

extracurricular activities 
O Participating in decision making and problem solving 

to promote learning 
O None of the above 

83. Do you have one or more children who receive 
special education or early intervention services? 

O Yes 
O No 

84. Do you have a child or other legal dependent 
enrolled in the Exceptional Family Member 
Program (EFMP) or the Coast Guard Special Needs 
Program? 

O Yes 
O No 

85.   How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with each of 
the following aspects of military health care for you 
and your family (exclude your spouse)? 

86. 

87. 

Very dissatisfied 
Dissatisfied 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
Satisfied 

Very satisfied 

o a.  My out-of-pocket cost for care  o 
3.  Skill of physicians and other medical 

providers  ;    "j ( \ 

c   Availability of specialists  o ("\ 

d. Ability to get appointments  () 
... 

.... 

e   Waiting time in the clinic  o 
f.   Overall quality of care 

g. Administrative requirements (claims, 
paperwork, approvals, etc.)  

Do you or any family members living with you 
(exclude your spouse) have any of the following 
health conditions? (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Chronic medical or physical problem (e.g., cancer, 
diabetes) 

O Asthma or other respiratory condition 
O Attention deficit disorder (ADD) or attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 
O Deafness, blindness, mental retardation, or autism or 

other serious emotional impairment 
O None of my family members have any of the above 

mentioned conditions 

Do you or any family members living with you 
(exclude your spouse) have a health condition that 
requires the use of a wheelchair, limited use of 
steps, or architectural/housing modifications? 

O Yes 
ONo 
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88. Do you have caregiver responsibilities for an 
elderly family member (shopping, home 
maintenance, transportation, checking on them by 
phone, finances, arrangements for care, etc.)? 
(This includes persons who live with you or live 
somewhere else.) 

O Yes 
Ö No o Go to Question 91 

89. How many elderly family members do you have 
caregiver responsibilities for? 

O One 
O Two 
O Three or more 

90. During the past 12 months, did you lose any time 
from your work due to eldercare responsibilities? 

O Yes 
O No 

91. Have any of your relatives ever served on active 
military duty?  (MARK ALL THAT APPLY.) 

O Parent or guardian 
O Spouse 
O Brother or sister 
O Son or daughter 
O Grandparent 
O Uncle or aunt 
O Cousin 
(") Other close relative 

ECONOMIC ISSUES 

The questions in this section address economic 
issues in the lives of military members and their 
families. The information will be used to better 
understand the economic and financial concerns of 
military members and their families. Although people 
will have different views on what is or is not 
personal, many people will consider some of the 
questions very personal. Please continue with the 
survey even if there are some questions that you 
want to skip. 

I    — 

92.   During the past 12 months, did you and your 
spouse receive any income or financial support 
from the following sources? (MARK ALL THAT 
APPLY.) 

O A second job 
Alimony 
Child support 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Unemployment or Worker's compensation 
State-funded childcare assistance 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
Food Stamp Program 
Head Start Program 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) 
Medicaid 
Other jspecify):  

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS ARFA 

HO O O O O O O O O O O O O ( 

o 
o 

93. What is your total monthly gross (before-tax) 
household income from all sources? (Please include 
your spouse's military earnings, your earnings, and 
income or financial support from any other source.) 

O $1-1,000 
O $1,001-2,000 
O $2,001-3,000 
O $3,001-4,000 
O $4,001-5,000 
O $5,001-6,000 
O $6,001-7,000 
O $7,001-8,000 
O $8,001-9,000 
O $9,001-10,000 
O $10,001 and above 

94. Roughly, what is the total amount of savings you 
and your spouse have? (Please include funds in 
bank accounts, IRAs, money market accounts, 
Certificates of Deposit (CDs), Savings Bonds, 
mutual funds, stocks and/or bonds.) 

O$o 
O $i-i,ooo 
O $1,001-2,500 
O $2,501-5,000 
O $5,001-7,500 
O $7,501-10,000 
O $10,001-12,500 
O $12,501-15,000 
O $15,001-17,500 
O $17,501-20,000 
O $20,001-50,000 
O $50,001-100,000 
O $100,001 and above 

SERIAL # 
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95.   Do you or your spouse pay child support? 

O Yes, I pay child support 
O Yes, my spouse pays child support 
O Yes, both my spouse and I pay child support 
O No 

96.  What is the total amount you and your spouse paid 
last month for rent or mortgage? 

100. Which of the following best describes the financial 
condition of you and your spouse? 

O Very comfortable and secure 
O Able to make ends meet without much difficulty 
O Occasionally have some difficulty making ends meet 
O Tough to make ends meet but keeping your head 

above water 
O In over your head 

:.)$o 
;;) $i-4oo 
'.'.) $401-800 
"'; $801-1,200 

O $1,201-1,600 
O $1,601-2,000 
O $2,001 and above 

97. What is the total amount you and your spouse paid 
last month for all loans and leases on cars, trucks, 
or motorcycles? 

O $0 
O $1-250 
O $251-500 
(") $501-750 
O $751-1,000 
O $1,001-1,250 
O $1,251-1,500 
O $1,501 and above 

98. What is the amount of payments that you and your 
spouse made last month to cover personal 
unsecured debt? (Include all credit cards, debt 
consolidation loans, AAFES loans, NEXCOM loans, 
student loans, and other personal loans; exclude 
home mortgage and car loans.) 

O $0 
O $1-150 
O $151-300 
O $301-450 
O $451-600 
O $601-750 
O $751-900 
O $901-1,050 
O $1,051 and above 

99. After the last payment was made on personal 
unsecured debt, what was the total amount you and 
your spouse still owed? (Include all credit cards, 
debt consolidation loans, AAFES loans, NEXCOM 
loans, student loans, and other personal loans; 
exclude home mortgage and car loans.) 

O $0 
O $1-1,000 
O $1,001-2,500 
O $2,501-5,000 
O $5,001-7,500 
O $7,501-10,000 
Q $10,001-12,500 
O $12,501-15,000 
O $15,001-17,500 
O $17,501-20,000 
O $20,001 and above 

101 

102. 

Which of the following statements comes closest 
to describing the saving habits of you and your 
spouse? (MARK ONE.) 

O Don't save—usually spend more than income 
O Don't save—usually spend about as much as income 
O Save whatever is left over at the end of the 

month—no regular plan 
O Save income of one family member, spend the other 
O Spend regular income, save other income 
O Save regularly by putting money aside each month 

In the past 12 months, did any of the following 
happen to you and your spouse? (MARK ALL 
THAT APPLY.) 

(...) 
o 

O 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Bounced two or more checks 
Received a letter of indebtedness (e.g., a letter from 
a lender to your spouse's commanding officer that 
payment is late) 
Had your spouse's wages garnished 
Fell behind in paying your rent or mortgage 
Fell behind in paying your credit card, AAFES, or 
NEXCOM account 
Was pressured to pay bills by stores, creditors, or 
bill collectors 
Had a bill collector contact your spouse's unit leader 
Pawned or sold-off valuables to make ends meet 
Borrowed money from friends or relatives to help 
you with a financial difficulty 
Borrowed money through an Emergency Loan 
Assistance Program or a Service Aid Society 
Had your utilities (telephone, cable, water, heat or 
electricity) shut off 
Had a car, household appliances, or furniture 
repossessed 
Was unable to afford needed medical care 
Went bankrupt (declared personal bankruptcy) 
None of the above 

_    I 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

103. Are you: 

i (..) Male 
■ O Female 

104. What age were you on your last birthday? 

YEARS 
(')) ((0 
''■■') ("') 
('■) Q:) 
''•'.' I f?> 
!,i> 0 

i'') 
(?) 

i's) 

I  _ 

105. What is the highest degree or level of school that 
' you have completed? (MARK THE ONE ANSWER 
' THAT DESCRIBES THE HIGHEST GRADE OR 
\ DEGREE THAT YOU HAVE COMPLETED.) 

• () 11th grade or less 
■ O 12 years of school, no diploma 
■ O High school graduate—high school diploma or the 
■ equivalent (e.g., GED) 
■ O Some college credit, but less than 1 year 
■ O 1 or more years of college, but no degree 
■ O Associate degree (e.g., AA, AS) 
■ O Bachelor's degree (e.g., BA, AB, BS) 
■ O Master's, doctoral degree, or professional school 

degree (e.g., MA/MS/PhD/MD/JD/DVM) 

106. If you are now attending a non-military school, 
' what kind of school is it? (MARK ALL THAT 
\ APPLY.) 

i O Does not apply, I do not attend school 
i O Vocational, trade, business, or other career training 
■ school 
> O Junior or community college (2-year) 
' (...) Four-year college or university 
■ O Graduate or professional school 
> Q Other 

107. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

' O Yes, born in the United States 
' O Yes, born in Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin 
■ Islands, or Northern Marianas 
' O Yes, born abroad of American parent or parents 
■ C) Yes, a U.S. citizen by naturalization 

('") No, not a citizen of the United States 

108. Is English a second language for you? 

O Yes 
ONo 

109. Are you Spanish/Hispanic/Latino? (MARK "No" IF 
NOT SPANISH/HISPANIC/LATINO.) 

O No, not Spanish/Hispanic/Latino 
O Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano 
O Yes, Puerto Rican 
O Yes, Cuban 
O Yes, other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino 

110. What is your race? (MARK ONE OR MORE RACES 
TO INDICATE WHAT YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF 
TO BE.) 

O White 
O Black or African-American 
O American Indian or Alaska Native 
O Asian (e.g., Asian Indian, Chinese, Filipino, 

Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese) 
O Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander (e.g., 

Samoan, Guamanian, or Chamorro) 
O Some other race (specify):  

111. What date did you complete this survey? 

DATE 

MONTH DAY YEAR 

O January O 1999 

O February 
O March 

(...) 2000 

® ® 
O April © v../ 

O May (I) @ 
(,.) June © (■'£•, 

O July V'.V 

O August kbJ 
O September © 
O October 
O November 
O December ® 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

) o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o OtKiAL if 
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COMMENTS 

112. If you have comments or concerns that you were not able to express in answering this survey, please write 
them in the space provided. If your comments relate to specific questions on this survey, please make a 
note of the question number beside your comment. 
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PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY IN THE BUSINESS REPLY 
ENVELOPE. 

St. v*-^ 

IF YOU ARE RETURNING THE SURVEY FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY, BE 
SURE TO RETURN THE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE THROUGH A U.S. 
GOVERNMENT MAIL ROOM OR POST OFFICE. 

FOREIGN POSTAL SYSTEMS WILL NOT DELIVER BUSINESS REPLY MAIL. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE 

L_ 


