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On the basis of a decision by -the VISIK (Vserosiyskiy
Tsentraltnyy Ispolnitel'nyy Komitet--All-Russian Central Executive
Committee) of 7 December 1934 the Kirovskiy kray was detached from
the Gortkovskiy kray and made into a seijmdependent unit. It was
basically comprised of rayons which prior to 1929 made up the former
Vyatskaya guberniya, the Udmurt Autonomous Republic and four rayons
of the Sverdlovskaya oblast. On 5 December 1936 the Udmurt Autonomous
Socialist Republic was formed out of a portion of the Kirovskiy kray
and the kray was renamed an oblast. A number of administrative
changes occurred during the existence of the oblast, the most impor-
tant of which was the addition of the southern rayons-—the Sarapultskiy,
Kiyasivskiy, Karakulinskiy and the Votkinskiy rzyons t+6 the Udmurt -
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic as well as the annexation of-
three rayons--the Lal®skiy, Podosinovskiy and Oparinskiy rayons of the
Arkhangel?sk oblast to the Korovskaya oblast. There were also a
number of internal changes within the oblast in the course of its
existence. The number of rayons decreased to 18 ( in connection with
an expansion), The cities of Luza, Zuyevka, Muraski, Vyatskiye
Polyany, Kirove-Chepetsk and Novo-Vyatsk grew out of former worker
settlements,

The following new worker settlements developed: Strizhi,
Krasnyye Polyany, Karintorf, Lesnoy, Sozimskiy, Yurtya, Falenki and
others, '

On 1 January 1959 two cities under oblast jurisdiction became
a part of the Kirovskaya oblast (Kirov and Slobodskiy), as well as
42 rayons, 14 cities under rayon jurisdiction and 30 worker settle-
ments. The city of Kirov is the administrative, industrial and
cultural center of the oblast. _

The population of the oblast according to the All-Union census
was 1,919 thousand persons on 15 January 1959, including an urban
population of 706 thousand and a rural population of 1,213 thousand
persons. The population of the oblast center--~the city of Kirov--was
252 thousand persons on the same date, and showed an increase of 75%
over a period of 20 years,

Natural Conditions and Wealth of the Oblast. _

Kirovskava oblast is situated in the northeastern part of the
European portion of the Soviet Union, for the most part in the taiga
zone and partially in the forest-steppe zone, The extreme points of
the oblast are 61°08' N. Lat. on the north (Lal’skiy rayon), 56°03°
N. Lat. (Vyatsko-Polyanskiy rayon) on the south, 45°51' E, Long.
(Sharangskiy rayon) on the west and 54%04' E. Long. (Zyuzdinskiy
rayon) on the east, The oblast extends for approximately 570 kilo-
meters from morth to south, which is almost equivalent to the distance
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between Moscow and Leningrad. From the west to east the distance
between the extreme points of the oblast amounts to approx1mace1y
530 kilometers.

The oblast occupies a territory of 121.7 thousand square Lilo—
meters, or larger than the territories of many European countries:
Austria, Bulgarla,‘Belglum Hungary, Denmark, Holland, Portugal, and
Switzerland. It is cuite understandable that with such a large
territory the natural conditions of the oblast are dlst1ngulshed by
great variety,

The surface of the oblast represents an undulating plain,
slightly inclined to the southwest. Its highest points are approxi-
mately 300 meters above sea level and are located at the watershed of
the Vyatka and Kama rivers, while the lowest features of the relif,
located in the valley of the Vyatka river in the Vyatsko-Polyanskiy
rayon, are 50 meters above sea level,

The northern and northeastern rayons of the oblast--Kayskiy,
Nagorskiy, Omutninskiy, Lalt*skiy, Podosinovskiy, Oparinskiy and
Darovskoy rayons are located on the northern fcothills of the Ural
mountains, or border on them, In their geological structure the
northern foothills represent various glacial deposits covering bedding
rock of the Permian and Jurassic periods, and they are composed of
thick layers of loam and sand with boulders and scree; some of them
consist entirely of pebbles. The terrain relief there is a hilly
plain with extensive areas covered by swamps, which are¢ the source of
many rivers., The elevated areas that are encountered there consist
of glacial deposits and extend in comparatively high hills and chains,

The relief characteristics of the central and southern portion
of the Kirovslaya oblast are manifested by a wide chain of elevations,
which extend from north to south, This chain, which is approximately
500 kilometers long and from 70 to 80 kilometers wide, is called the
Vyatsk chain, The Vyatsk chain crosses rayons that are situated
along the middle and lower course of the Vyatka river and along its
tributaries: Belaya Kholunitsa, Cheptsa, Bystritsa, Voya, Nemda,
Urzhumka and others, The terrain of these rayons is distinguised by
its irregular nature; it is covered with a network of ravines and
valleys. The rock that forms the surface of the ground in this zone
is principslly represented by layers of the Permian system., Somewhat
deeper Permian layers are found in the basin of the Nemda river, in
the lower course of the Pizhma river and along the middle course of
the Vyatka river, which in its lower sections consists predominantly
of arenaceous limestone and thick layers of argillaceous and arena-
ceous limestone as well as hard, porous dolomite,

East of the Vyatskiy chain and almost parallel io it, another
chain of elevations extends within the borders of the Kayskly and
Zyuzdinskiy rayons, and is called the Glazovskiv chain, »

At the lower courses of the Moloma and Velikaya rivers as well
as along the left bank of the Vyatka river and in the basin of the
Kil'mezi river, the terrain is slightly hilly and forms two broad
lowland areas: the Kirovo-Xotel®nichskaya and Kil'mezskaya lowland
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areas, which are covered with ancient sand cdune formations,

The oblast contains extensive agricultural lands. On 1 November
1958 the oblast included only 2,912 thousand. hectares of land under
cultivation, as well as 222 thousand hectares -of layland and long~-
fallow land, 868 thousand hectares of hay and 595 thousand hectares
of grazing land, Out of these lands some 2,775 thousand hectares of
plowland, 217 thousand hectares of layland, 792 thousand hectares of
hay and 57 thousand hectares of grazing land were granted to the
kolkhozes for perpetual use. It is evident from the data cited above
that the oblast contains extensive natural fodder resources--meadows
and pasture lands, which create favorable conditions for the develop~-
ment of the meat-dairy cattle breeding. ' ‘

Soil conditions are of great significance in the development
of the agriculture of the oblast, 4

The mechanical make~up of the soils of this oblast are divided
into heavy and average loamy soils, sandy loam and sands., Almost all
the varieties of soil are podzolic to a certain degree, since they
originated as a result of the soil formation effects of the coniferous
forest. ,

Depending on the degree of the podzol as well as the mechanical
composition and the characteristics of the underlying solid rock, the
oblast contains some 55 varieties of soil. The territory may be
divided into regions on a basis of one or two dominant types of soil.

The first region is the southern one which occupies the south-
ern and southwestern portion of the oblast; on the north and east it
js bordered by the Pizhma and Vyatka rivers and is characterized by
a predominance of medium-loamy soils with average and slight podzolic
content. This region includes the right bank portion of the Vyatsko-
Polyanskiy, Malmyzhskiy, Shurminskiy, Urzhumskiy, Lebyazhskiy and
Sovetskiy rayons as well as the Yaranskiy, Pizhanskiy, Kiknurskiy,
Sharangskiy, Tuzhinskiy, Sanchurskiy and Arbazhskiy rayons.

The second region is the southeastern one, which is situated
along the left bank of the Vyatka river up to the border of the
Udmurt Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic and is characterized by
the predominance of sandy and sandy-loam soils with light and medium
podzolic content. The source rock in this region is quartz sand and
products of the erosion of the Permian sandstone. It includes the
left bank segments of the Vyatsko-Polyanskiy, Malmyzhskiy, Shurminskiy,
Urzhumskiy as well as a part of the Nemskiy and Kil'mezskiy rayons.

The third region is the central one, which is bordered on the
north by the Vyatskiy chain and on the south by the Cheptsa river.
1t is characterized by medium loamy soils over underlying Permian
clay and blanket loam, It includes the Sunskoy, Nolinskiy, Orichev-
skiy, Novo-Vyatskiy, Kumenskiy, Bogorodskiy, and the Uninskiy rayons
as well as a part of the Nemskiy, Prosnitskiy, Zuevskiy and Falenskiy
rayons, :
The fourth region, the western one, which is bordered by the
Pizhma river on the south, and by the Vyatka river on the east,
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contains may different types of soils, with predominantly clay loamy
soil in its northern portion, which developed on glacial deposits.
Sandy and sandy loam soils are found predominantly in the south-
eastern portion of that region which have a strong and a medium
podzol content. It intludes the Verkhoshizhemskiy rayon, the left
bank portion of the Sovetskiy rayon as well as the Kotel'nicheskiy,
Svechinskiy, Darovskiy, Khalturinskiy and the Shablinskiy rayons.

The fifth region (its southern border passes along the
Cheptsa river and then through the cities of Slobodskoy, Murygina and
the Kobra river) is characterized by the presence of medium and clay
loamy soil, strongly podzolised with signs indicated that it is
transforming into meadow-marsh and peat soil, This region includes
the Slobodskoy, Belokholunitskiy, Omutninskiy, Zyuzdinskiy, Kayskiy,
Nagorskiy, Verkhovinskiy, Murashinskiy, Oparinskiy, Podosinovskiy and
the Lal'skiy rayons,

From the characteristics of the soil composition it is evident
that in order to raise their fertility it is necessary to create a
deep homogenous plowed layer fertilized with organic fertilizers, to
eliminate the excessive acidity by liming and to introduce a wider
application of mineral fertilizers. Ameliorative work should also be
done in large areas in order to eliminate excessive soil moisture.

The climatic conditions are of considerable influence on the
development of agriculture.

The climate of this oblast is a moderate continental climate.
Average July temperatures fluctuate between +17,6° (village of Kay)
to +19.8° (the cities of Vyatskiye Polyany), the January temperatures
vary from =15.20 (village of Kay) to =13,5° (workers! settlement of
Sanchursk).

The vegetative period, which is determined on the basis of
dates when the average diurnal temperature of the air rises to +5°,
is determined to start from the end of April to 1-7 October and lasts
from 155 to 170 days. The period of active growth of the plants
lasts from 110 to 130 days.

The oblast is in an area of adequate precipitation, 55%-66% of
the overall annual precipitation occurs during the vegetative period.
The precipitation, however, is unevenly distributed over the territory
of the oblast, The northern and northeastern rayons (the Laltskivy,
Podosinovskiy, Oparinskiy, Kayskiy, Cmutninskiy and the Zyuzdinskiy
rayons) receive up to 600 millimeters of rain per year, whereas in
the south--the Vyatsko-Polyanskiy, Malmvzhskiy and other rayons
receive up to 400 millimeters of rain per year. Therefore the
southern rayons are subjected to periodic droughts, which is some-
thing the northern rayons do not experience at all,

The river system performs an important role in the development
of economy in the oblast. :

The principal water artery, which cuts through the entire
oblast from north to south is the river Vyatka with its numerous
tributaries. The river is 1,371 kilometers long from its source to
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its mouth. Over 120 tributafies flow into the Vyatka, the biggest

-ones of which are, on its right; the Kobra, Létka, Velikaya, Moloma,

Pizhma, Buy, Urzhumka and Shoshma; and on its left, Chernaya Kholu-
nitsa, Belaya Kholunitsa, Che tsa, Bystritsa, Voya and Kiitmez®.

The Vyatka river flows through 20 rayons of the oblast and is
navigable for a distance of 1,013 kilometers. - Due to the many rapids
at the upper course of the river, this section is nav1gab1e for only
one to two months a year.

The upper course of the Kama river traverses the northeastern
portion of the oblast, which flows through the Zyuzdinskiy and
Kayskiy rayons., The Kama river has over 40 significant tributaries
within the territory of the klrovskaya oblast, the largest ones of.
which are the Porysh and Volosnitsa rivers.

The river Yug and its large tr1butary——the Luza river, both
of which flow into the North Dvina basin, flow in the north oF the
oblast, in the Lal'skiy, Polosinovskiy, and Oparinskiy rayons.

The Vyatka, Kama, Yug and Luza rivers along with their tribu-
taries are of great significance in the transportation of cargo,
especially for floating lumber as well as for fishing.

In a geological sense the oblast has been poorly studied; only
approximately one-half of its entire territory has been covered by
large scale surveys. Special hydrogeological surveys were conducted
only for the city of Kirov. The Kirovskaya Complex Geological Survey
Party was established in 1958 in order to study useful minerals,
which will have to liquidate the white gaps on the map of this oblast.
Its principal task is the location of oil deposits, since according
to all available data and a hypothesis offered by Academician Gubkin,
the oblast is within the area of a second Baku, and has potential
oil reserves.

The geological survey work that was conducted in the oblast

established the presence of irom ore deposits, phosphorite, o0il
shale, limestone, gypsum, potter's clay and clay having a high
melting point, mineral springs and other useful minerals. Extensive
deposits of peat are of great significance to the development of the
oblast's econony.

Iron ore deposits are principally concentrated in the north-
eastern portion of the oblast, at the upper course of the Vyatka
river and its tributaries (Chernaya Kholunitsa, Belaya Kholunitsa,
Kobra and Fedorovka), as well as at the upper courses of the Kama
river and its tributaries: Lup'ya, Kosa, Lologa, Kolych, Chus, and
Syuzva over an area of approximately 15,000 square kilometers. The
iron ore dep031ts are calculated to con31st of one billion tons
with an average iron content of 33%. With the present day level of
technology, however, it is econom1ca11v unprofltab;e to mine the
ore locally, since the ore is found in separate nests—in veins at a
depth of from 15 to 20 meters, Therefore iron ore is no longer
mined in the oblast and the ferrous metallurgy industry uses
imported raw material and metal scrap.

Phosphorite deposits are also located in the northeastern
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part of the oblast in the area of the Vyatsko-Kamskiy watershed and

in the Nagorskiy rayon along the right bank of a tributary of the
Vyatka river—-the Kobra river, The particularly extensive phosphorite
deposits of the Vyatsko-Kamgkiy watershed are located in the Kayskiy
rayon, The overall volume of these deposits is estimated at 2,279
million tons. The Vyatsko—Kamskiy phosphorites are found at a com-
paratively shallow depth (from one meter); they are easily mined by

a means of the open pit method--with excavators and are distinguished
by their high quality and content of phosphoric acid--24.5% to 25.5%.

Two deposits of o0il shale were found--the Sinegorskiy and
Voron!ve-~Voloskovskiy, over an area of 257 square kilometers, with
reserves with an index above the minimum demanded by industry-—some
591,6 million tons, which, converted into terms of standard fuel
amounts to approximatelv 160 million tons,

The Sinegorskiy deposit of shale is situated in the Nagorskiy
rayon with a reserve of 269.8 million tons, with a heating capacity
of over 2,000 calories per kilogram, The Voron®ye-~Voloskovskoye
Cceposit is situated in the former Polomskiy rayon with a reserve of
321.8 million tons with a heating capacity of approximately 1,820
calories per kilogram.

Professor Kassin estimates the overall distribution of shale
in the territory of the oblast, to cover an area of 1,500 square
kilometers, with layers two to three meters thick, on the basis of
descriptions contained in a 107-sheet geological map of the European
portion of the USSR; therefore the total reserves of shale amount to
5.6 billion tons,

" Limestone is widely distributed over the territory of the
Kirovskaya chlast, as well as dolomite limestone and dolomite,

Limestone deposits are primarily found in the elevated zone,
known as the Vyatskiy chain (in the Belokholunitskiy, Slobodskiy,
Novo-Vyatskiy, Sunskiy, Verkhoshizhemskiy, Sovetskiy, Lebyazhskiy,
Urzhumskiy, Malmyzhskiy and Vyatsk ~Polyanskiy rayons).

A total of 16 limestone deposits have been found in the
oblast, six of which are now under exploitation.

Nine of these deposits were certified by the State Supply
Commission, :

The total reserve of limestone in terms of rubble was esti-
mated at 44,23 million cubic meters and 15 million tons of limestone
rock for processing.

The greatest deposits of limestone in the Sovetskiy rayon are:
the Poptsovo-Rodyginskoye with a reserve of 28 million cubic meters,
Suvodskoye with a reserve of 4.5 million cubic meters, Zhernovogor-
skoye with a reserve of 9.3 million cubic meters; in the Siobodskiy
rayon: Chirkovskoye-~with a reserve of 8.3 million tons, Zhukovskoye
-=2.45 million tons; in the Belokholunskiy rayon-—Podsanov'ye-
Rubtsovskoye--1.,8 million tons; and in the Vyatsko-~Polyanskiy rayon
~-~the Kukmorskoye with a reserve of 577 thousand cubic meters.

Large reserves of cement raw material were revealed in the
oblast, in addition to the limestone rubble and lime, The
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berestyanskoye deposit in the Sovetskiy rayon contains reserves of
nizhnekazanskiy limestone and quaternary clay in the amount of 43
million tons. After a survey of the neighboring Chembulatoskiy and
Borisovskiy deposits an additional increase.in the reserves up to 70
million tons is possible, which assures the building of a cement
factory with a capacity of 1 to 1,5 million tons of cement per year.
Limestone is widely used in the building materials industry and for
the fertilization of acid soils,

Two deposits of gypsum have been dlscovered in ‘the oblast-
the so-called Lebedovo-Zaytsevskoye deposit in the Urzhumskly rayon
with a reserve of 342 thousand tons and the Ugorskoye deposit with a
reserve of 2.9 million tons in the Verkhoshizhemskiy rayon, Both
deposits are under exploitation, but the production level is insigni-
ficant and is far from adequate to satisfy the demands of the oblast's
building industry for alabaster.

Heat resistant clays were discovered at the Kokorlnskly
deposit in the Omutninskiy rayon with a reserve of 622 thousand tons.
The clays are suitable for the manufacture of refractory brick,
ceramic sewer pipes and facing tile.

Surveys conducted during recent years have led to the dlscovery
of industrial reserves of anthracite in the Vyatsko-Polyanskiy rayon,

The oblast also contains reserves of brick clay and building
sand, The largest deposits of clay were discovered in the Omutninskiy
rayon-—the Verkhnezdoritskoye and Pribrezovskoye deposits, in the
Prosnitskiy rayon--—the Limnovskoye and Chepetskoye dep051ts by the
Ivanovskoye lake, The largest deposits of sand sre found in the
Strizhevskoye deposit at the Orichevskiy rayon with a reserve of 11.2
million cubic meters and a deposit by the city of Kirov-—the Gnusin-
skoye deposit with a reserve of 19 million cubic meters of sand.

Gravel deposits, a material which is used in roadbuilding and
in reinforced concrete projects, are widespread throughout the oblast.

Mineral springs are found in a number of rayons of the oblast.
The powerful calcium—sulphate springs by the village of Nizhneye
Ivkino of the RKumenskiy rayon have been well surveyed and studied. A
balneological institution was established on the basis of these
springs, which will be developed into a local resort during the Seven
Year Plan. Sulphur springs are known to exist in the Sovetskiy rayon
by the city of Kichman, in the Sunskiy rayon by the settlements of
Mordylovy and Smolyata, in the Uninskiy rayon by the village of
Ryabovoy and in the Omutninskiy rayon by the Peskovskiy iron mill,
The carbon dioxide ferrous sping located by the village of Rogovoye
of the Slobodskiy rayon has been known for almost a century.

As already stated the oblast is rich in peat deposits..

Reserves of crumbling peat amount to approximately seven bil-
lion cubic meters, or, interms of air-dried peat--830 million tons,

Out of the 1,893 known peat deposits, some 1,549 deposits over
an area of 274 thousand hectares have been surveyed. Of the overall
area of peat bog, high bogs cover 23%, transitional swamps cover 19%
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and the flood-plain marshes cover 58% of the area. Peat deposits are
distributed gquite irregularly. The principal peat deposits are
located in rayons situated to the north of the Svecha=Kirov-Falenki
railway line. A group of northeastern rayons are particularly rich
in peat-=~the Omutningkiy and Kayskiy rayons, One of the marshes in
that area, Dymnoye, located in those rayons covers an area of almost
24 thousand hectares and contains a reserve of crumbling peat of

over 600 million cubic meters., These same rayons contain the follow-
ing peat bogs: the Salamat'yevskoye peat bog over an area of 7.2
thousand hectares, the Vishnyatskoye peat bog~-an industrial deposit
area of 7,9 thousand hectares, as well as other peat bogs. All of
these peat areas are almost not used at all by the industry,

Peat is one of the richest kinds of raw material and may be
used as fuel both in industry and for homes, as well as for the
manufacture of heat and sound insulation materials, as fertilizer,
and as bedding for live stock barns. It is a valuable form of raw
material for chemical-technological use; after dry distillation it
gains a number of qualities that make it preferable to coal and shale.
It is possible to obtain durable metallurgical coke out of peat,
which exceeds the productivity of blast furnaces by 20-~25% and im~
proves the quality of the metal.

The extraction of peat has recently been considerably mech-
anized, as a result of which the cost of production per ton of
standardized guality peat is from 25% to 70% cheaper than coal which
is transported over considerable distances to the oblast; coal for.
the oblast is principally shipped from the Kuznetskiy and Pechorskiy
basins. ' '

Within the next few years the utilization of peat as fertilizer
should increase considerably. In 1959 the oblast will use over two
million tons of peat as fertilizer, and by 1961 it will use over 4.6
million tons for that purpose.

All of this indicates that the extraction of peat for use as
fuel and fertilizer during the current Seven Year Plan must be con-
siderably developed.

The wealth of its forests performs a significant role in the
industrial development of the oblast. Some 7,014 thousand hectares
of land area in the Kirovskaya oblast is under forests, including
5,844 thousand hectares of state forest reserves. Fully mature
trees cover 48% of the area, almost mature trees, 10% of the entire
area, ' '

The principal forest areas are located in the north and north-
east of the oblast. The largest forested areas (over 80%) are found
in the following rayons: Omutninskiy, Zyuzdinskiy, Kayskiy, Nagorskiy,
Lal'skiy, Podosinovskiy, Oparinskiy and the Murashinskiy rayons. The
center and especially the southwestern parts of the oblast contain
the least forests. The Pizhanskiy and Yaranskiy rayons contain the
smallest areas under forests.

The overall reserve of timber in the state forest reserve is
810 million cubic meters, including 515 million cubic meters of fully
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mature and over mature lumber, and 488 million cubic meters of forest
working timber. 63% of the overall resérve of forest working timber
is workable wood and 37%, firewood. The annual volume of forest
working may be raised, without any losses to the forest industry, up
to 23 million cubic meters over a period of 40-50 years.

The wood working and timber processing industries must be
further developed on a basis of utilizing-the timber wealth. The
wood working industry in the mechanical and chemical processing of
timber in particular, will become intensively developed, since at the
present time the predominant portion of the workable wood is exported
from the oblast in raw form which leads to an irrational overloading
of railroad transportation, whereas a portion of stored timber is not
used at all and is destroyed, which in turn brings great losses to
the national economy. ‘

This, in general terms, describes the natural conditions that
are of great significance in the economic development of the oblast.

The most important factors, which influence the economy, are
the geographic distribution and transportation ties of any of the
economic rayons, The position of the Kirovskaya oblast must be con-
sidered favorable: it is located between the central industrial
rayon of the country and the industrial Urals and is tied by railway
with Moscow, and Leningrad on one side and with Perm', Sverdlovsl,
Siberia and the Far East on the other. The oblast is also tied by
direct railroad lines with Arkhangel'sk and Vorkuta on the north.

Within the oblast itself, however, railroad transportation is
developed poorly, which reflects unfavorably on industry and agri-
culture and is a hindrance to the further economic development of
the oblast. The network of automobile highways with a perfected sur
face is also poorly developed. o ’ '

The Historical-Economic Characteristics. :

During pre-revolutionary time the Kirovskaya oblast was a
backward, vividly expressed agricultural rayon of the country.

The leading branch of the economy was agriculture. Over 95%
of the independent population was engaged in agriculture.

A peculiarity of the agriculture of the oblast was the negli-
gible Gevelopment of the landlord type of land ownership and a pre-
dominance of petty households of the peasant type. The arable land
belonging to these households amounted to 99.7% of the entire land
area, and only 0.3% of the land belonged to the landowner class,
whereas in the rest of the European Russia, on the whole, the land-
owner class had 11% of the arable land, while the households of the
peasant type owned 89%.

The value of agricultural production amounted to 60% of overall
production, : .

Grain crops occupied the principal position in agricultural
production. Areas under grain crops covered 09,3% of the overall
arable land area. Flax production accounted for a comparatively
large part of agricultural production: the area under flax covered
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6.5% of the overall arable land area.

Even though agriculture was a leading branch, it was still
rather retarded. The soil was cultivated with primitive implements——
with wooden plows, scythes, and wooden harrows; the three~field
system predominated as well as ancient agricultural engineering
methods, As a result the crop yield was very low and did not exceed
20~30 puds per hectare, _

Animal husbandry accounted for a considerable share of agri-
cultural production, but the cattle in most cases were not thorough-
bred and were unproductive.

Large industry, as a result of inadequately developed capital-
ist relationships, was poorly developed. The per capita share of
gross production was only 13 rubles as compared with 73 rubles on the
average for all of Russia. _ .

Large industry basically consisted of the light and food indus-
tries.(the leather footwear, the sheepskin~fur, the fur, the distilla-
tion and the soap industries); it was also characterized by an insig-
nificant degree of technological development and a predominance of
manual labor,

The Omutninskiy rayon metallurgical industry received consid-
erable development on the basis of local easily fusible ore and wood-
ccal fuel. As a result of the south Donets metallurgical industry,
however, which was developing at that time, it was constantly in a
critical state, and by 1917 out of the eight iron mills, only four
were in operation—-the Omutninskiy, Peskovskiy, Chernokholunskiy and
the Kirskinskiy mills. ,

Petty handicraft industry became developed as an adjunct to
the heavy industry. The Vyatskaya guberniya occupied one of the lead—
ing positions in all of Russia in the number of handicraft workers,
In 1910 there were 632 handicraft workers for every 10,000 persons,
V.I. Lenin, in his work entitled "The Development of Capitalism in
Russia," wrote that "The Vyatskiy and Slobodskiy uyezds are the cen—
ters of both the 'factory~plant' and the leather and fur handicraft
production. At the Vyatskiy uyezd the handicraft leather plants are
concentrated in the city suburbs, !supplementing' the industrial
activities of the large plants, by working for large factory owners:
the handicraft and glue makers also work for them in most of the
cases, The fur industry plant owners employ hundreds of handicraft
workers who work at home in sewing sheepskins and so on., That is one
of the capitalist manufacturing enterprises with the following sub-
divisions: sheep-skin tanning, sheep-skin garment making, leather
saddlie making and so omn,"

The oblast has for a long time been an important producer of
timber. The timber industry employed a large number of people. Over
56 thousand workers were engaged in the timber industry in nine of the
eleven uyezds of the former Vyatskaya guberniya. The forests were
felled in a predatory manner by the timber industry. The forests
were felled primarily in the vicinity of inhabited areas, while
forest areas distant from transportation (in the northern and north-
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eastern parts of the guberniya) remained almost untouched, great
volumes of over mature wood accumulated ‘and the forest soils did not
produce, :

The cultural level of the gubernlya was also backward-—some
75.6% of the population was illiterate. Only 36.6% of school age
children attended elementary schools, There were 46 schools of the
higher type and 106 medical doctors for the entire guberniya, includ-
ing the territories which were annexed to the Narlyskaya and U@murt
Autonomous Socialist Soviet Republics. . :

This is the past of the Kirovskaya oblast.

* * *

During the period of time which elapsed since the advent of
Soviet power radical changes took place in the development of the

culture and economy of the oblast.

The Industry. After a considerable deterloratlon during the
years of the imperialist and civil wars, the industry of the oblast
was fully restored by 1925-1926, In the course of that period a con-
centration of industry took place: large technically equipped enter-
prises were created on a basis of the petty handicraft and semi-handi-
craft enterprises. Two large leather-footwear plants imeni Lenina and
imeni Kominterna, for instance, were established on the basis of eight
petty semi-~handicraft tanneries. Four paper and carcdboard mills were
preserved and reconstructed out of seven mills of low productivity;
the new mills are the Lalt'skaya, Koskinskaya, "Krasnyy Kursant™ and

. the Kordyazhskaya mills, Enterprises of the match industry were also

reconstructed, The former Vyatskiye railroad workshops were re—equipped
in a radical manner and a machine building plant imeni 1 Maya was
established on the basis of those workshops. The Omutninskiy metal-
lurgical plant, the "Belka" fur plant and other enterprises were re-
equipped. As a result by 1927-1928 the volume of production of the

big industry was twice as high as the level attained in 1913,

During the years ~f the early Five Year Plams, as a result of
the implementation of a policy for the industrialization of the
country, the industry of the oblast was developing at a growing tempo.

In that period of time the building of new enterprises became
developed. The largest of them were: combine supplying educational-
technical school aids, the artificial leather combine--"Iskozh"-—a
match factory--"Krasnaya Zvezda"-~a meat combine, a bread bakery com—
bine in the city of Kirov, the Verkhne-Kamskiy phosphorite mine and a
cellulose plant in the Kayskiy ravon, a plywood plant "Xrasnyy Yakor?'"
in the city of Slobodskiy, the Sosnovskaya shipbuilding wharf and a
spool and reel plant in the Vyatsko-Polyanskiy rayon.

Many new branches of industry developed, including those in
metal working, sh1pbu11d1ng, in the peat industry, as well as plyweood
and cellulose production in addition to others.

In 1940 the gross industrial production was more ‘than ten times
greater than the volume of production during the pre-revolutionary
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period. :

The oblastt's industry occupied one of the leading positions in .
the Soviet Union in the production of certain individual types of
products. In the manufacture of heavy duty footwear, for instance,
it accounted for 20% of the total production of that type in the
Soviet Union, plastic leather -=26%, educational-technical school
aids—-—25%, and in fur .products--14%,.

A leading place in the output of industrial production, how-
ever, was occupied by branches of the light industry=--the footwear,
leather, fur and food industries. They accounted for 64% of the pro~
duction and the industry manufacturing the means for production
accounted for 36% of gross production.

The industry of the Kirovskaya oblast developed at a particu-
larly tumultuous rate during the years of the Great Patriotic War
and especially so during the postwar years.

During the Patriotic War a number of large machine building
and metal working plants were evacuated into our area, in addition to
a cord and a ski plant, two glove factories, as well as a sledge
building, a tire and a cable factory, Large new enterprlses were
built while the existing ones were re—equipped. As a result many new
branches developed in the oblast, primarily those of the heavy
industry.

During the postwar period the following enterprises were
placed into operation: the Kirovskiy plant for the processing of
non—-ferrous metals, the Strizhevskiy plant for the manufacture of
silicate brick, the Vyatsko-Polinskiy house building combine and the
Kirovskiy mechanical plant, the Zenginskoye and Prokop"yevskoye peat
enterprises, the Slobodskaya macaroni factory, three bread combines,
a number of creameries, vegetable drying, wood working and brick
local enterprises, The Kirinskiy cable and the Kirovskiy tire plants
and the cord factory as well as a number of other enterprises were
reconstructed.

During these years the enterprises of the oblast mastered the
manufacture of a number of new products:s electric cable, special
purpose motors, railroad cranes, tractor drawn harrows, horse drawn
dusters, cutter-blowers, hoisting-transportation equipment, electric
cars, rolling of non-ferrous metals, galvanized metal pots and pans,
standardized houses, wood-fiber tiles, measuring equipment and
instruments, preassembled reinforced concrete structures and parts,
concrete and silicate blocks for walls, adding machines, rubber foot
wear, pianos, macaroni, new types of wood working lathes, sewn pro-
ducts, furniture, toys, and electric appliances for the consumer.
The output of all basic types of products that were formerly manu-
factured increased considerably.

Extensive changes are also taking place in the structure of
industrial production as well, The industry which manufactures the
means for production attained a leading position., It accounts for
56% of the entire output of industry which is under the jurisdiction
of the Kirovskiy sovnarkhoz,
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In 1958 the volume of gross industrial product1on in the
oblast amounted to over 9.2 billion rubles, thereby surpassing the
level attained in 1940 by more than nine times and the level attalned
in 1913 by mere than 108 times, i.e. at the present time over a period
of three to four days the industry produces as much as was produced
in a year during the pre~revolutionary period, o

The production of electric power increased 130 t1mes bv com~’
parisen with 1917 and the per capita consumption of electrlc power .
increased by 140 times,

During the years of the Sov1et government, the cost of basic
industrial funds increased considerably. Over the period from: 1940~
1955 the basic industrial production funds increased almost eightfold.

At the present time the oblast contains 2,049 large and small -
state enterprises, 90 producer cooperative artels and 553 consumer -
cooperative enterprises,

Concrete changes also occurred in the distribution of 1ndustry
of the territory of the oblast,

During the pre—revolut1onary tlmes industry was concentrated
around a few centers: in the cities of Vyatka, Slobodskly and
Omutninskiy.

At the present time the city of Kirov is a 1arge 1ndustr1a1
center with predominantly machine building and metal working enter—
prises. : _
The city of Slobodskiy.contains enterprises of the light
industry. Fur production occupies a place of importance there, as
well as the leather—footwear, match making, wcod working and the
building material industries.

The Omvtninskiy rayon has for a long tlme been a center of the
ferrous metallurgy industry. At the present time the cable production,
metal working, the timber and wood working 1ndustr1es have become well
developed there,

The Laltskiy rayon contains a paper mill and some wood work1ng
industries.

Large industrial centers developed at Novo—Vya»skly, Kayskiy
and the Frosnitskiy rayons.

The Viatsko-Polyanskiy rayon contains woodworkirg and metal
working enterprises as well as a house building combine.

Wood working and metal working enterprises are operating at
the city of Novo-Vyatsk,

The Prosnitskiy rayon includes on of the largest thermoelectric
power plants in the oblast (Thermoelectric Plant No. 3), as well as
large peat enterprises.

Phosphorite ore is extracted at the Kayskiy rayon, where it
also undergoes preliminary processing. There are also enterprises for
the production of cellulose and an extensive logging industry.

A wood working, food, and knitwear industries as well as the
production of brick and shlngle are developing in the city of Kotel'nich.

The building of new and the reconstruction of existing enter-
prises, the eauipment of them with new technology all created

-13~




conditions for an accelerated tempo of increase in the productivity
of labor. The productivity of labor from 1940 to 1957 increased
more than fourfold in the industrial field. For 1958 the produc-
tivity increased by 7% at the sovnarkhoz enterprises, and by 11% in
the local Soviet industries, Cadres of highly skilled specialists,
progressive workers and production innovators increased in number.

Therefore the oblast started 1959--the beginning of the Seven
Year Plan—with a multilaterally developed industry, which manufac—
tures the most variegated products: steel, rolled ferrous and non-
ferrous metals, wood working lathes, adding machines, hoisting-
transportation machinery, agricultural machinery, electric cables,
special purpose motors, spare parts for tractors and agricultural
machines, electric instruments, a measuring instrument, electrical
engineering products, aluminum and galvanized iron pots and pans,
beds, phosphorite dust, automobile tires, timber, plywood, cellu-
lose, paper, matches, products of the dry distillation of woced,
standardized homes, skis, leather, flax and rubber footwear, fur
clothing, knitwear, sewn products, musical instruments (pianos,
accordions, harmonicas), building materials as well as various food
products. .

The oblast became an independent administrative economic
rayon, with the organization of a sovnarkhoz within the oblast.

Agriculture. The years of the First World War and the Civil
War, the economic devastation brought about by them, the drought
that occurred in 1921 all brought about a great decline in the
agriculture of the oblast.

The area under crops decreased by 54% in 1922 as compared
with 1913, tb> grain crop yield decreased significantly and amounted
to only 2.5 centners per hectare.

Cattle breeding also declined sharply. In 1922 the number of
head of large horned cattle decreased by 45.8% as compared with
1916, and the number of hogs dropped by 80.4%.

The nationalization of land, the restriction of kulaks, the
extensive aid provided by the state especially to the poor house~-
holds, all created conditions for a rapid restoration of agriculture,
By 1926 the areas under crops increased bv 98,2% on the whole for
the oblast, as compared with 1916, including the area under grain
crops——by 95.8%, industrial crops--by 111,6%, other crops—-716.7%.

There was also a certain improvement in the level of agri-
cultural engineering practiced by the peasant households: multiple
crop rotation was introduced, as well as early fallow, fall plowing,
a greater number of the simplest agricultural machines was put into
use~—plows, thrashers, seeders, harvesters, hay mowers and other
equipment. ‘

All this resulted in a certain increase in the crop yield,

The grain crop yield, by 1926, was as follows: rye--~5.6
centners per hectare, oats-—8.1 centners, barley--8.8 centners and
wheat~-7.3 centners per hectare.

The scattered peasant farms, however, were unable to utilize
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conditions that were available for the devélopment of agricultural
production; they were unable to establish a high ratio of commodity
production to the total output. Only the collectivization of agri-
culture assured a true upsurge and a high ratio of .commodity pro-
duction to the total output in agriculture. In’'1923 the oblast had
042 agricultural cooperatives, and in 1925-1929 it included approx1-
mately two thousand agricultural and dairy artels, as well as agri-
cuitural, meliorative, machine, credit and other associations, which
provided the conditions necessary for transferring to higher forms-~
to collective farms,

The collectivization of agrlculture on the basis of the Lenin
cooperative plan, which was initiated in the oblast as well as in the
rest of the country, during the years of the First Five Year Plan,
was basically completed during the Second Five Year Plan, By the end
of 1940 some 10,598 kolkhozes, which were granted 5,446 thousand
hectares of land were created out of the hundreds of thousands of
peasant farms in the oblast.

Along with the growth of the kolkhozes, they were also belng
consolidated in the production and organizational-economic sense,

" The level of agricultural technology was raised. In 1940
63.7% of the arable land was turned over as early fallow, 81.2% of
the area under wheat was sown with high grade wheat seed, 92,8% of
the area under flax was sown with fiber flax, and 13.9% of the arable
land was planted with potato crops.

The application of manure and mineral fertilizers on the
fields also increased.

‘ Some 84 Machine Tractor Stations were established in the
oblast during 1941 in order to mechanize the kolkhozes. They had
6,200 tractors (rated at 15 horse power) as well as 1,051 combines
(1n terms of 15 foot units).

All this was conducive to a higher crop y1e1d In 1940 the
grain harvest amounted to 12.2 centners per hectare, flax fiber---
2.5 centners and potato-—108 centners per hectare,

The ratio of commodity production to the total cutput in
agriculture showed an increase. In 1940 over 400 thousand tons of
grain and a large volume of other agricultural produce was delivered
to the state.

The oblast transformed from a consumers? reglon into a pro— ‘
ducing one,

The war time period from 1941-1945 temporarlly halted the
development of agriculture, During the postwar Five Year Plans it
developed in an unsatisfactory mamner,

Serious deficiencies and errors in the management of agri-
culture, which led to a backwardness in many of its branches, were
revealed at the September 1953 Plenum and at the subsecuent Plenums
of the Central Committee CPSU,

The party and government introduced measures designed to
achieve a sharp upsurge in agriculture.

In struggling for the fulfillment of the measures, developed
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by the party and the government for a sharp upsurge in agriculture,
the toilers of the kolkhozes and Machine Tractor Stations of the
Kirovskaya oblast attained a significant rise in the output of
agricultural products. _

In 1940 the obYast fulfilled the grain delivery plan ahead of
schedule.It delivered 22 million puds of grain to the government.
The kolkhozes supplied themselves with grain., Some 17 thousand tons
of fiber-flax was delivered to the state, three times more than in
1953, ‘ :

The nupber of millionairs kolkhozes is growing with every
year. There were 254 such kolkhozes in 1957 as compared with 150
in 1956,

In recognition of the successes attained in the development of
agriculture in the oblast and in accordance with a decree of the Pre-
sidium of the Supreme Soviet USSR of 24 April 1958, the following
awards and decorations were made: P.A. Prozorov, Hero of Socialist
Labor, chairman of the kolkhoz "Krasnyy Oktyabrit!" of the Kumenskiy
rayon, was awarded a second gold "Hammer and Sickle" medal; M.,A.
Vasiltkova, a team leader of the "Pamyat'! Kuybysheva" kolkhoz, of
the Shabalinskiy rayon, was awarded the title of Hero of Socialist
Labor and decorated with the "Order of Lenin" and the gold '"Hammer
and Sickle" medal; A.M, Koshchevaya—a milkmaid from the "Sokolovka"
sovkhoz of the Zuyevskiy rayon, A.D, Ovechkin--chairman of the "Trud"
kolkhoz, of the Slobodskiy rayon, Ye, M. Rubtsova—-milkmaid from the
"Udarnik" kolkhoz, of the Nolinskiy rayon, A.M, Ronzhin~~-chairman of
the "Iskra™ kolkhoz of the Kotel'nicheskiy rayon, V.A. Shushkanov--
director of the "Mukhinskiy”™ sovkhoz, of the Zuyevskiy rayon were all
also awarded *he title of Hero of Socialist Labor and decorated with
the "Order of Lenin" and a gold "Hammer and Sickle" medal. A large
group of kolkhoz workers, Machine Tractor Station  workers as well as
partyv, soviet, komsomol and agricultural organs were decorated with
orders and medals of the USSR, 42 persons were decorated with the
"Order of Lenin," with the "Order of the Red Banner of Labor"--145
persong, with the "Badge of Honor"-—406 persons, with the medal "For
Outstanding Labor"--447 persons.

One of the measures conducive to a more rational utilization
of technology, manpower resources, and the creation of large multi-
branch farms was the expansion of the kolkhozes. Before the expan=—
sion the oblast had 9,150 kolkhozes. ZEvery one of them included an
average of only 291 hectares of plowed land and 29,000 rubles of
financial income. On 1 January 1959 the oblast had 770 kolkhozes and
on 1 May 1959--564 kolkhozes. Every kolkhoz now has an average of
4,920 hectares of plowed land and two million rubles of financial
income. :

Considerable aid to agriculture was extended by skilled cadres.
Approximately five thousand specialists with a higher and secondary
education and over 900 persons from party and the soviet aktivs were
sent from cities and rayon centers for work at the Machine Tractor
Stations and the kolkhozes, Most of them became good organizers of

-16~




agricultural production,

In accordance with a decision of the Fcbruary (105?) “lenum of_
the Central Committee CPSU and the law "On the Qeorgan1zat10n of the
Machine Tractor Stations and the Sale of Machlnery to the Kolkhozes"
adopted by a session of the Supreme Soviet USSR, ‘the Technical and
Repair Stations and the Machine Tractor 