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I, KIRIN NORMAL SCHOOL REFORMS MiTHIAT 103

¢

AJD.SDUCATION °Y TEMS

Kuang-ming Jih-pao, Peiping, = = - Unsigned article
27 hpril 1960, page 2 : e TR T

Under “the 1eadvrsh1p of the General Party Branch the Depa*da
ment of Mathematics of the Kirin Normal College has organlzed its ¢
instructors and students 1nuo three combat teams, in an ¢ffort to
advance the frontiers of science, improve the beaching of mathe- -
mztics in the secondary and olemenuary schools, and improva the’
tcachlng of mathematics in the depurtment Jointly or separately.-
they are marching toward a single common goal, viz., %o plant. +the
red flag of Mao Tse-tung-ism in the ‘field of mathematlcs, to dras-.
tically improve the teaching of mathenatlcs, ana to rbach the oumm
mit of modern mathematics and science at an early date. It is also
hoped that by cultivating close ‘ties between the realities of pro-
duction and scientific research thay may facllltate the 1mprovement
of the teaching of mathematics, o

_Generally specking, they ‘intend to adopt ‘the- follow1ng Dro- -
cedures. First, to treat such nroblem= of production as are roé-.-
leted to matnematlce ,secon& to condiict a general survey of sci-
entific research in the f*eld of mithematics, with particular .
emphasis on efficiency; and third, to introduce a major reform in: .

the teaching of mathemutlcq in schools of all leve 1s, The various -
stoges are different in their emphasis, but at the same “time they
are coordinated ons with thé other, Deliberations arc to prompt
actions, and “ctwonq awe to faCllltatC thc reform of the teachlng
of mutnomatlcs.,

Instructor s and stadents of ‘this department havc v151ted i
succession Pecrly 100 units, incluling such related enturyrlsOS an
those of the automobile industry, communications and transporta- :
tion, meteorolcgy, weter ccnserVatlon, hydroelectric power, con-
struction, and others, as well as collcges, secondary schools,
elementary schools, and scientific research organizations. Thay ..
have not only investigated ‘problems rolated o methematical and
scientific research in the process of productlon, they have also
broadened and deepened their understanding of ‘the nceds for mathe.
matical research in the various produbﬁlon unlts, in the SClbn tifis
research organizations, and in schools of the college level,

Presently they are engaged in the computation of dynamlw
rclative to the excessively thin shell in Kirin‘s construction
projucts, in the analysis of dynamics relatlve to the huge woter.
wheel machine traveling in the Yangtze gorges, in the computation
of dynamics relative to tne strength of the Lunp-wang-niac resfr-
voir, in the ccmoutation and theoretical ‘analysis of dynamics
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relative to the designing of new automobiles of large size, and in
other programs of scientific rescarch reiating to various problems
of fundamental theorics,

On the basis of investigation and rescarch, thcy have called
more than 100 symposiums, debates, and study sessions which have
been attended by cadres, instructors, and students at the college
ani by teachers of schools on all levels, They have also compleu
the teaching outline governing the 9-year program from the first
year in the elementary school to the last year in the secondary
school, the textual material to be used in the first i years, the
teaching outlinc for courses between the first year in the clemen-
tary school to the second year in the senior sccondary school, anl
the draft textual material to be used in the glementary and second-
ary schools, Under the leadership of tho Party Committec in the
college, they are now conducting experiments in the secondary and
clementary school divisions of the college,

Neanwhile, they have submitted & preliminary program for
further improving the teaching in the department. According to
this prcliminary progrom, they have revised the old practice of
scparatines the teaching of geometry, algabra, and analytic geometcy.
They have also devised a new system on the basis of the viewpoints
of dialectical matorialism, with emphasis on computational mathe-
matics, differential calculus, ard statisticel mathematics, in ac-
cordance with modern natursl scicnces, engincering technology, ari
the needs of the national economy., In addition, they have Propos
a draft program for the teaching of mathematics from the first year
in the clementary school through the third year in the secondary
school, As regards the content of fundamental courses in mathe-
matics and technology, they nave adopted various measures of revi..
sion, including rescheduling, cancellations, combinations, simnlii.-
fications, substantiaticns, and additions. Analytic geometry,
mothematical analysis of simpie functions, and the elementary pait
0% the theory of probability are to be taught earlier. The review
and study of clementary mathematics and advanced gecmetry are to
be cancelled, Mathematical analysis, compcanc functions, and col-
culus geometry arc to be simplified and comoined into "advanced
analysis." Analytic geometry, advanced algebra, and linear algeuire
arc to be simplified and combined into "gcometry and algebra,"
Computational methods, differential calculus, the theory of probe.
bility, and modern physics are to be substantiated, Analysis anc
bagic mathematics are to be added. Aiccording to this program, the
students may complete, in a period of a 1liitle over 2 years, the
study of all essential courses and some now courses previously
planncd for a L-ycar period; and in the third year, they may begin

"to study the courses of spucialization, By the eni of L yeare,
students will finally reach a level where they have not only leas..n”
the funlamentals of modern mathemetics but alco gained some ad-
vanced knowledpc of modern mathematics end sciencey whore thoy hewe



absorbed the S&;tematic knowledge of mathematical theories and also
cequired independent capacity for the soiution of practical prob.
lems, In accordance with this newly conceived program, the draft
ovtiine for' the teaching of mathematics has been compiled, - In ac.

cordance witn the urgency of the nceds, textual paterials are 'in

process of being compiled., Mearwnile further deliberations are to
be held and the rewly-formmlatec program will be re-cxamined and
weviged, - : Lo e e S ,

In" compliance with the principie of unity betweea theory ard.
practice, in the light of the mass line, and in order to make ful™. .
use of modern iastruments, preliminary recomrendations for the im- -+ =

provemert of  the method and form of teaching have alsc been pro-

sented, In dccordance with the different content of: the various

courses, ‘three forms’ofﬁteachingsiare‘to.be‘adopted:~adapting-the“
course work t6 extracurricvlar activicies, with emphasis on system.

atic lectures; adapting theoretical discussion to the practice of . ;

production; thus uniting production and learning; and ‘combining

theoreticdl study and the practice of solving mathematicdlfprbblemg};_.i
with emphasis on"the latter, Generally speaking, omphasis is.to D& '

placed on intensified learning &nd. exercises, on the basis of .gys-

tematic lectures, in the Tirst 2 years: lecturss are to pe ccordi. .

nated with discuseions’in the tiird year; under the guidance of tac .
instructors; and the students are to comoine research and learping. . . .

in the fourth yeéar, with emphasis ofi the former. Different methra..

are to be used to clarify the many "theories” and Mproofs" in maty. ...
ematics. to prove in detail; to prove in iess detail; and to spets. .

k% the same time, study has begun of the possibilities of .using . .
modern scientific instruments: €.g., motion pictures, in the coursn
or teaching, ard ¢f inventing new instruments. AT

*




I1I, ALCHIEVEMENTS IN EDUCATIONAL REFORMS 1IN PEI-KUAN
PRIMARY SCHOOL, HEI-SHAN HSIEN, LILONING PROVINCE

Kuang-ming Jih-pao, Peiping, = c . Unsigned article
28 ipril 1960, page 2 .

Holding aloft the red flag of Mao Tse-tung-ism and in the .
spirit of the General Line, tho Chinese Communist Party Commi ttee
of Hei-shan Hsien, Liaoning Province, has reported speedy and sig- .
nificant achievements in the reform of language teaching in the
primary schools, having conducted an experiment at the Pei-kuan
Primary School for 1 ycar and 7 months. Since October 1959, the
Committee has also improved the methods of teaching mathematics, .
In the light of the experiments conducted -in two classes of the
second and first grades, it has succeeded in fulfilling the tasks
for a whole semester in less than one month. Recently, the Work
Group of the Education Department of Liaoning Province conducted
an experiment with one class of the sccond grade at the Pei-kuan
Primary School and four classes of the fourth grade at a primary
school in a neighboring hsien. It was found that the second grade
students at Pei-kuan Primary School uniformly did better than the
fourth grade ‘students at the other primary school, N

The Chinese Communist Party Committee of Liaoning Province
called a tiéld conference on educational reform, from 2 to 10 Apri
at Hei-shan, with a view to popularizing the experience of the
Pei~kuan Primary School. . . ' o .

In the autumn of 1958, when the great leap forwacd was in
progress, the Chincse Communist Party Committee of Hei-shan Hsien
called three conferences on education, with a view to ascertainin:
ways to implement the General Line's demand for "quality, quantity,
economy, and specd” in the field of education, on the basis of th~
over-all leap forward in industry and in agriculture, as well as
in cducation, The first class of the first grade at Pei-kuan
Primary School was then selected as the experimental cluss, The
lisicn Committee designatcd personnel for the spccific purpose of
providing guidance in the rceform of language teaching at the ori-
mary school, beginning September 1953. In the following year, the
work group of the Institute of Psychology of the Chinese Academy
of Science rendered further assistance. Presently, four classes
(two of the first grade and two of the second gradc) are engaged in
experiments relative to the reform of the tcaching of language anc.
mathematics., Noticeable achievements have becn reported even in =
relatively short period. The achievements in the reform of lan-
guage teaching are particularly outstanding,



At the beginning of the expériment, they introduced 317 new -
words in 10 class meetings, i.c,, 9k more words than the 223 in-
troduced in the first volume of the language textbook for the first
grade. On 2l Septembor 1956, on Mevalustion meeing" was held
under the auspices‘of“comrades‘rGSponsible‘for_cultural"and educa~
tional work in th¢ hsien ana in the communes. It was ascertained
thet the 59 students in the c¢lass Had learned'an{average“of:276 .
words, Immediately afterwards, a new 2-week experimeént ‘was cons (o
ducted in the teaching of reading, . It was ascertained that under : -
the new system ohe semester's work could be covered in 3 weeks, . -
The experiment then proceeded to the second phase, A 'reader:com-
posed of 1,717 woras (including 317 words previously introduced)
was edited, .The same method of "learning the words first and read.-
ing next! was adopted. By the time of the final cxamination at the
ond of the semester, the best student had learned all 1,717 words
snd tho worst 40O, with an average of 1,115 words.” 'In one semester, |
as many words as would have beeh introduced in'2 years were taught. .
As a result of the enlargement of the vocabulary, 6l lossons were -
coverad in one -semester, thus almost finishing the Tirst and second
voiumes of the originally-compiled textuel matericl, In addition,
they have experimented with composition in the first semester in
the first grade .(previously composition was not required until the
third grade, as stipuldted in the outline for language teaching ir .
the primary . schools). By the cnd of the scmester, the students how.
written 15 compositions, which ran as long as more than 200 words
or as short as some 80 words. _ . Pt T

_As a result of ‘the educational reforms adopted during the
past year, not only has the intellect of the children bcen greatly . -
developed but, thanks to the extensive reading in and out of the ' -
clagsroom, they have absorbod much knowledge, thereby covtributing
to the cultivation of Communist.virtues, = According to statistica.
data, one class of the second grade reported LLi2 cases of Mgood: _
children and good deeds," receiving no fewer than 18 commendations

from various quarters within one scmester, .-

Is it true that the burden is cxcessively heavy for pupils .-

of lower grades in the primary schools to learn so many words and

to do so much reading? On 31 Maréh 1960 = symposium was held by
the pupils! perents, fccording to them, thé children usuzlly’ get
up between 6:00 and. 6:20 in the morning, After their reiuru fiom
school shortly after L4:00 in thc afternoon, most children ‘spend -

“somé time playing or helping in housework. : They do not start doing

their homework till after dinner, usually for less than an hour; .
and most children go to bed before 8:00 p,m, Their burden is the:z..
fore not cxcessively neavy. On the controry, the parents of some i
of the pupils, €.g., the parents of Chang Hsin and Ma Yuokuo, @ames i
others, have demanded that they learn ‘even more, : sl



Marching Forward in Struggle; Scientific Survey Yields Results

Mhere arc 22 classes in Pei-kuan Primcry School, with a fac~
ulty of 35, Most teachers are junior secondary-school graduates;
only two are ‘scnior secondary-schonl graduates. They arc bold in
their thinking and in their action. They are devotediy obedient
to the Party. Most of thom are enthusiastic in their support of
the Hsien Committee's directives, However, a few suffering from
rightist conservatism and embracing the educational philosophy of
the bourgeoisie have openly stated: "Admittedly we should try to
implement the General Line, but there are difficulties in the
field of education., For what we are dealing with are human beings
and not machines. Learning must be a step-by-step process, " Some
others say: "1f we arc to fulfill our teaching tasks in accordance
yith the adopted teaching outline, we shall achieve Yquality, quan-
tity, economy, and speed, How can we go cven faster?" These opin-
ions have therefore led to a struggle betwecn two roads since the
very beginning of the reform, Under the guidance of the Hsien
Party Committce, we have sponsored frce deliberations and debates
and succeeded in exposing the erroneous contention that "the
General Linc cannot be carried out in the ficld of education.”

In so doing, we have not only rectified varinus vague concepts

but also effectively helped the teachers in freeing themselves

from tne bondage of obsolete educational philosophy and in strengii-
ening their faith and determination as regards educational reforms.

Even when the reforms were about to yield results, the strug-
gle between the two roads remained intense, The rightist conserva.
tive clercnts in and out of the schools were by no means convinced
by the facts, Some even said: "Don't emphasize how much thc stu-
dents have learned; they muy forget just as easily--the net resuts
will therefore prove the same in the final analysis.” In view of
the emergence of such erroneous tendencies, the Hsien Party Com-
mittee called in succession two confercnces on education, refuting
variovs sarcastic comments of the opposition, confirming the expe-
rience of the Pei-kuan Primary School, anl encouraging them to con
tinue with their bold experiments, At the same time, the Hsien
Party Committee organized a special group to be permanently sta-
tioned at the Pei-kuan Primery School; its task is to offer guid..
ance and to hclp evaluate the expericncc. As a result of repeatcd
struggles and concrete assistance, all teachers at the Pei-kuan
Primary School have been actively mobilized in an enthusiastic
effort to carry out the experiment in educational reforms,

On the ideological premise of determined and couragcous
effort to recalize the educational reforms, all such activities at
the Pei-kuan Primary School are based on detailed survey and 1'e-
scarch. In this respcct, the Hsicn Party Commitiee has furnishec
them vith assistance as well as guidance, both in ‘and out of the
school. 1In order to properly determine the rurge of vocabulary &%
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the prlmary school level, they have conducted a serles ‘of surveys
and studles--from kindergarten to prlmary schobl from primary’
school to secondary school, frem textbocks to dlctlanarles, and °
from He;-shan to Shen-yang Meanwhlle they ‘have made a bhorough
1nvestlgat10n of the students' pattern of life and qualluy of
lezrning, Having- anwlyzed and studied ‘the flndlngs, ‘they  have
discovered. ‘that the currently used textual naterlal and the tra-
ditional teaching methods are no Jonger adequate to meet the level
of intellectual devélopment of the children‘and to satisfy their
hunger for knowledge and capacity for absorptlon. For instance,:
the pupils in the senior class of some kindergartens (over 5 years
of age) have already learncd phonetlc gpelllng, written words, and:
caiculations. They can already learn, readily and quite accuratelv
to identify the "four tones" and to recognize scores of chardcters.
The children in ‘the first grade have alreaﬁy learned gsométhing aboit
he phonetic and semantic values of some words or “phrases; with .
some guidance, they will be able to master them. However, no more -
than 223 ncw~words are introduced in ‘the first volume of the  toxt

" bocks used for the first gsemester in the first grade, The Pei-kuan

Primary School has studied this. proolem ‘and- reallzed ‘that the low
quality of language instruction and the failure to meet the Aemand: :
of the pupils result primarily from the failure +o solve +he vocab. -
ulary problem, It is this failure that has affected rcadlng and
composition and learnln" in other courses, - This problem has ‘ot -
been solved, pecause the new words are scattered in many lessons
and the. stuaents have to 1carn them one by one, It is therefore
difficult for thcm to find & pattern of words., Failure to find

such a pattern means that thﬂy ‘do not heve the weapon to achieve - 7

zreat success, .On.the basis of these analyses and utualeu; the

» tuacners at the Pei-kuan Primary School have reached ‘the COHC]ﬂ:lC‘ :

that in language instruction for the lower classes, empha 118 shoerd:
be placed on vocabulary, In their oplnlon, this’'is the key to the
solution of the problem, the first step’ toward the achievement of
fquality, quuntlty, cconomy, and specd" 1n 1angauge ins triction,

Now Methods of Teaching VCCabulary TR

People have long mamntaanQ that to s”atter the vocgbulary P
over many lessons is the only way to facilitate" 1uarning ard’ the
easiest way to teach .characters, For this reason, only a few
characters are introduced in each 1e<son, with the result that the
students may not have learnéd all characters of hlgh frequéncy :
until after their graduation from primary school or even secondarr -
school, Moreover, the characters are taught one by one, with the
result that the students can grasp only the peculiarities of each
character and not the common pattern ol characters, The efficiency
is therzfore not high, It is the opinmion of the Pei-kuan Primary
School that these obsolete methods of teaching must be abandone?,
instead, they have adopted the method of “concentrated l.arn’rg
anc co:cantrated exgreisa,



This reform has met with the opposition of some doubters,
who would argue: "It's difficult enough to learn the characters as
they are; is it not even more so ‘o learn them all at once?"

In the opinion of the Pei-kuan Primary Schoo, there are only
two types of characters structualiy speaking, in spite of their
great number and independent peculiarities. The first type con-
sists of characters of several basic strokes, e.g., , and

s which may be called basic characters; the second type con-
sists of characters rcpresenting the union of several basic charac-
ters, €.£., and . These compound characters constitute
some B0 percent of the characters. Aslthough the number of charac-
ters is very large, those of high frequency number between only
1,500 and 2,000. A pattern of both structure and usage can be de-
tected. The teachers at the Pei-kuan Primary School have therefore
omphasized the structural peculiarities of characters. The stu-

dents are to learn first a certain number of radicals and basic
characters. Having familiarized themselves with these radicals arc
basic characters, the stulents may learn the other characters on
the basis of thesc basic elements in the formation of characters.

In accordance with the natural inclinations of children,
they have also made use of pictures and the phonetic alphabet in
~ the compilation of Mpicture books" and "books on homonyms, * thercby
facilitating "concentrated learning.” -

The use of picture books is a method relying more on pic~
turcs than on the phonctic alphabet, By looking at the pictures,
the children may pronounce the words, Experiments have indicatel
that if the picturcs are properly drawn, the children may pronounce
between 60 and 70 percent of the characters without teaching, Thi-~
method is best used for a relatively short period at the beginnin
of character learning, After the children have familiarized them .
sclves with the phonetic clphabet, the books on homonyms are used,

The use of "books on homonyms" (they are called "groupings
of homonyms") reflects the creative application of the phonetic
alphabet as developed by the Pei-kuan Primary School., Although
there are tens of thousands of characters, there are only some
LCO syllables. They arrange all cheracters of the same syllable
in the order of toncs, as in the "phonetic chart of high-frecouenc”
charcctors,® With the help of the phonetic alphabet, the students
may thus learn many characters of the same syllable and ascertain
the pattern of characters from umong the homonyms, For instance,
the differentiation between characters of similar shape and the -
analysis of the make-up of characters may facilitate the children’'s
memorization of these characters. .



Extensive Reading; Barlier Lttempt at Composition -

That the children may “learn to master the instrument of lan-
guage faster has fuc1;1tutou their reading” dnd writing. In the
classroom, more readﬂng icssons are assigned (e.g,, reading lessor.s
increased to 6L for the ‘rirst grade students in 1958, i.e,, 30 move
thun previously). Outside the classroom, pupils are engaged in cx.
tensive reading too, According to recéntly gathered statistical
data, one class of second grade students listed more than 80.pub~
licationg for their outsﬁde ‘peading, SucH publications as Hsin-
Shao-nien Pao /New Youth/, Hsiao Peng.yu [Eﬁlldren n/, and Hung Hai-
Tzu /Hcd Cnildren/ have become the children's indispensable spirdii.
‘ual foods., Chang Hsin, Ma Yu-kuo, ‘and’ Liu Yin, for instance, have.
finished reading Ch'lng»ts un' chih Ko Zihe Song of Youth/, Yeh-ho
Ts'un-feng Tou Ku-ch'cng Struggle of Raging Fire ‘and Spring Winds-

galnqt st the Ancient Cltyy, Lin-hai-Hsueh-yuan [Forests, Seas, and
Snow/, and Chung-kuo Ku-tai” Yu.yen Jincient Chinese Fables/, among

other books,  Reading the article entitled "Serving the People“ in

the Sc]ec%ed Yorks of Mao qu-tunu, Chang Hsin could not rccognlze
only four Characteérs, .., . , and &
Such extensive reading has’ not only satlsfled thier” thlrst
for knowledge and their need for splrltual food but has also fur-
ther acquainted thcm with characters and. ‘Gontributed o their memow
 prization., Indced, they are thus better prepared for composition.
On the ba31s of a concentrated study of vocabulary and ex-
tensive reading, the Pei_kuan Primary ‘Schosl has “abandoned the
traditional practice of introduclng composition in the third grade.’
Instead, the students arc encouraged to write in the first grade,

Rencntly, the studerts in the second grade were asked to write on -

the topic "The Happiest .Day,™ and the results of this test inil~ o
cated that they werc egual to the fourth grade level in both con.
tent and vocabulary, - The longest composition ran as many ag 951
characters, and the average length was- 290 characiers.,: Sevoral
students did not commit a single error in their COmpocltlon Manz
second grude studouts were found to be nlghjy expressive, For in-

! stance, a responsible comrade of the Departrment, of Cnlture end. /-
hdacutlon of the Pur-ch'l Munlc*pal Committee visited the Pei.-kuau

Primary School, Some people suggested that Ho Yuk'un (a 9myear-.. . =

0ld girl) write a poem to welcome the visitor. The little gird .
| - asked: "Let the dlstlngulsh@d visitor decide on a topic,"™  There~ .. -
| upon, the visitor casually. suggested ‘the topic "Let's Talk," -She
thought for a-little while and wrote: MThe visitor talks to me/
I'm uwnafraid at heart/ For you're the leader/ Talking w1th you
helps me much,"

Presently, 30 percent of the second grade studonts at thu
Pei-kuan Primary School keep diaries regularly. Liu Ying, for
¢nsuanue, has kepu a Jiary since the second semester in the fivst
grade; it row t.rals - 288 items.
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Imoarting the Pattern of Knowledge to the Students

In the course of uducational reforms, they have emphasized
the valuc of imparting the pattern of knowledge to the children,
with the viow of fully developing the subjective capacity of the
studonts. As a result of more than one year's experimentation,
thoy have gathered the following experiences,

1, "Systemotic Classification of Knowledge." In thoir opir.-
ion, it is important to systematically classify the basic knowled; s

contained in the textual materials instead of scattering such

knowledge in the language lessons as was done previously, resulting .

in much waste and inefficiency. The integrated knowledge would ei-

able the students to further sharpen their intellect, To this ena,

the new characters scattered in the various lessons are to be
learned together. In three semesters, they are to learn 2,500

charceters in five units (each unit consists of three parts, i.e., -

vocabulary, reading, and review). The concentrated study of vo-
cabulary will enable the students to asccrtain a pattern in terms
of phonetic values, the structural make-up of characters, and se-
mantic values, Within a short period, the students may thus learn
a large number of characters, thereby paving a way for intensive
reading and carlicr attempts at composition.

2, WStep-by-step Absorption of Knowledege," e,g., firts vo-
cobulary buillding, then reading, ana then writing. Vocabulary
building lays a foundation for reading and writing; in turn, read-
ing and writing mean the review and consolidation of the vocabulary
eultivated, The four phases of vocabulary building (to pronounce,
explain, write, and use) must be learncd step by step. In the
course of vocabulary building, the students are expected to pro-
nounce, to explain, and fundamentally to vrite; in the course ol -
rcading and composition, they are expected to write and vo use the
chiaracters, ‘ ‘ ,

3, MIntensive Teaching and Intensive Exercise,” In the
past, the teaching vprocess relied for the most part on lectures,
which lacked both clarity end depth; the students spent little
time doing exercises, with the result that they could acquire only
some fragments of knowledge and such knowiedge was by no means
solid. In accordance with the first two principles enumerated
above, the teachers are now "o furnish thc students with a sys-
tematic pattern' and at the same time to adopt the method of "in.
tensive teaching and intensive exercisc." By #intensive teaching®
is meant full explanation of the most basic knowledge, with emphe.-
sis on essocntials. By "intensive exercisc" is meant application
of such knowledge in the process of repeatcd exercises, As a re-
sult of intensive teaching, thc students may fin? enough time fou
intensive exercise, ‘
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Besides, Yparticular attention is'to be paid to.those siu-
dents who 1lag behind, thereby insuring an over-all leap forward, *
In their opinion, to pay particular attention to those students who .
stand academically in or below the class average is the key to the
guarantee for an over-2ll leap forward, slthough these students
represent the minority, they form a distinct group 2nd tne problsas
they present are often representative in' significance, If we can
furnish them with proper, timcly guidance and take appropriate coi
rective measurcs, they will not become poor stulents. If we are
‘persistent in our effort, we may gradually eliminate the emergencs
of backward students, - - IR R SR

The record and experience of the educational reforms con- ' -

ducted at the Pei-kuan Primary School in Hei-shan Hsien represent
one of the many progressive experiences on the nation-wide educa-

tional front resulting from the popular recognition of the Party's .-

Genercl Line, “They represent the fruits of our implementation of = -
the educational policy of the Party. On the basis of thelr expeii-
ence, necessarily of & preliminacy nature, we are convinced of thLe
feasibility of cducationsl reforms, Many reformers have alrsady
found a practical way toward success and have benefited us - with
their experiences. We are contident that we shail achieve great

success in our educational reforms, . -
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ITTI. SIUDY OF MARXIS:¥ BY THE WORKING M.SSES

P3i~ching Jih-pao, Peiping, _ Unsigned article
6 May 1960, page 2 . :

Together with his closest comrale-in-arms Engels, Marx for-
milated the revolutionary theory of the international proletariat- .
Marxism, associated Communism with the labor movement for the firs™
time, founded the "Communist 4lliance" and the First Internationel,
organized the intcrnational proletariat into a heroic fighting force
against intcrnational capitalism, and clevated the labor movement
from an unccnscious to a conscious struggle. '

Murx regarded a grasp of revolutionary theory by the prole-
tariat as an extremely important condition for the realization of
socialism and Communism. Hc compared philosophy to th2 brain for
the liberation of the proletariat, and stressed that the proletar-
iat must regerd philosophy as their spiritual weapon., Both Merx
and dngels were extremely concerned about the propagation of -their
philosophy among the workers, As Engels pointed out: "In the ab-
sence of interest in theory, it is impossible to inject scientific
socialism into the veins of the workers;" and "it is the task of
the leaders to enthusiastically preach their belief to the working
masscs.? Marx and Engels devoted their lives to the causc of the
liberation of the working masses, woged a relentless struggle
ageinst all hostile ideologies, armed the proletariat with their
theories, and pointed out that it is the task and mission of the
prolctariat to unite all exploited working masses in a struggle for
the overthrow of the capitalist system.

The history of thc past 100 or more years is the history of
successive victorics of Marxism., The great teachings of Marx are
sprecading on an increasingly broad basis among the working class
of all nations., Presently, the masses of workers and pcasants in
this country are gencrally engaged in the study of Marxism-Leninien
and the writings of lMao Tse-tung. This movement is indeed one %o
further popularize the Marxist theories. The million workers in
this city's mining, construction, transportation, and trade system.
have, in their assigned central tasks, learncd these theorics and
the Party's objectives and policies; 300,000 workers have estab-
lished a Maoism study group. The broad masses of workers have
regarded the study of theories as indispensable to their everydcy
life, It is under the guidance of such theories as they have
learned that they evaluate situations, wage actual struggles, and
look into the future. In many units, "plants are classrooms; dor-
mitories arc study rooms; everybody is engaged in theoretical dis-
cussions; and every group is engaged in writing ercicles." We have
thus embarked on a zreat era, as predicted by Marx, wherein "pni-
Losophy becomes e universal philoscophy ard the world becomes cne
.2 philosophy, ®
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It is by no mLunS accilental that the broad masses of worker:
are busily .engaged in theoretacal stuiles, thoorctlcal dlscu551ons,
and theoretlcal writlngs. First of all, this movemént is the in-

- evitable rusult of the long~term revolutlonary strugglb wagcd by -
the working class of this country, The glorious triumph of our dei.
ocratic revolution, socilalist revolutlon, and socialist ‘construction
reprosent the victory of Marxism.leninism among the broad masses, -
the great V1ctory of Mao-Tse-tung ideology, which adapts Marxism-
Leninism to everyday réalities.” The fundamental Marxist-Leninist
viewpoints on class strugzle and the dlctatorshlp of the prole~
tariat, on tha 1nov1table disappearance of 1mper1allsm and the in~
' evitable triumph of socialism ‘and Communlsm, on 'war and peace, and
on dialectical mater1a1¢sm ‘have 1onb impressed the wbrklng masses
of our country, The recent socialist revolution on the battlefront
of polltlcaL ideology has further enhanced the 1deolog1cal con-
sciousness. of ‘the working masses, The unprecedented rise in thelr
political enthusiasm has facilitated even more intensive and ex-
tensive developmbnt of the workers' movericnt for theoretical stud- :
ies, This movement reproscntu the’ pre oqulslte to a drastic: pro-~5“
duction revolution., The productlon battlefront of this city is
now facing & tumultuous period of great revolutlon The movemént
for technological inrovation and tecbnologlcaT ‘revolution, center-
ing around mechanization, semimechanization, automation, and seni—
automation, has invaded .&ll enterprlses~-1urcc, medium, or small,
and all ﬂep;rtmonts—-whcthor in charge of proauction or not. “The
revoluticnary procesu is. prococdlng at a speel of 1,000 1i a dav,»-
resulting iu the leap forward. in production. The worklng nasses’
who directly participate in the production process have conscionsly i -
rozlized that they must ascertain the lew governlng the ievelopﬂen,v it
of production technology. and improve their ‘technical knowledge %
order to become the proviotors of ‘socialist COHStTUCUlOH ‘This rove.
mert is o product of the cultural revolution, - During: the past ER
several years, thc movenient to popularize’ education has been pro-’ .
gressing at a.high speéd, resulting in’ 81gn1flcant changcs in thc L

v;r&ﬂrs' cultural life, . The, broad wnrklng macses hove reached
| p within 2 short period, a nlgner ‘cultural level, ‘thereby c;eauln"‘*“
| . - the most favorable condﬂtlnns for theoretical stuilus '_' L
| . As & result.of this movement to urge the ‘working thusseés to”~ :
. study Mgrx1sm-Len1n1sm, launched 2 years ago, we have: gathech sk

oxperience, trainud cadres, s;gn;flcantly intensified the 1deolo--*
logical awakening of the working masses, and facilitated the con- -
tinued leap forward in our 5001ullst constructlon. Facts have
proved that the worklng magses have o study theory, that they cen
study tneory, that ‘théy can properly unaerstand thpory, and Lhau:'
theoretical studics yleld significant results. S
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Lt present, the noticeable feature of the movement for the
popularization of HMarxism-Leninism is the close association between
theory and actual struggle, It is contributive to the movement
for technological innovation and technological revolution, cenier-’
ing around mechanizaticn, semimcchanization, automation, and semi-.
automation, It is under ideolngical guidance that men are engag
in production, employing and inventing various tools., Their ide-
ologicel awakening, their spiritual outlook, and their understand .
ing and grasp of the objoctive laws have a decisive effect on thelr
production struggle, Chairman Mao once said: ®.L11 ideas based on
or in consonance with objcctive facts are correct ideas; all actions
based on correct idcas are correct actions, Ve must develop these
ideas and actions; we must develop such conscious initiative." By
studying Marxism-Leninism and the writings of Mao Tse-tung, we
shall be able to better understand and grosp the objective laws
and to fully demonstrate our conscious initiative in the movement
for technological innovation and technological revolution. Haviny
studied the writings of Mao Tse-tung, many workers no longer have
attitudes based on supcrstition and inferiority complex as regards
technological innovation and technological revolution; ingtead,
they are cherishing a fierce ambition to conquer nature. They
say: "We dare think what our predececssors dared noty we dare do
what our predecessors dared not; we are to create with our own
hanis.® Suffice it to show their revolutionary spirit. In the
course of the movement for technological innovation and techno-
logical revolution, they are guided by such ideas of chairman Mao
as "to start from reality," “concrete analysis,” "to recognize -
major contradictions," "to make full use of favorable circumstances
and the prevailing forces in the struggle to eliminate enemies, "
etc, In the actual struggle to change the present, they have .
learned the objective laws, fully demonstrated their subjective
initiative, anl worked many miracles, Prior to the ideological
emancipation, the apprentices of the casting plant of the Peiping
Automobile Factory appeared helpless in the face of the revolution
in eouipment enl manual operation; having studied such writings of
chairman Mao as "Introducing a Cooperative,™ "4 Fool's Efforts to
Move Mountains,” and "Who Says that Chicken Feathers Gannot Fly
into thc Sky?" their spiritual outlook underwent a fundamental
change and they are now determined "to cherish the fool's ambition
to move mountains ani to mcke chicken feathers fly into the sky, "
In the course of the movement for technological innovation and
technological revolution, they draw their own plans where therac
are no set plans, and they look for the necessary raw materials
when such materials arc not made available to them, They are dil.
jgent in their studies and tircless in their experiments, tven L
the face of successive failures, they would not accept defeat, I°.
was thorefore no surprise that in less thaen one month taey carriel
out 10 technolo-ical innovaticns, thercby ralsing their effici-nr
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Ly 25 times and taking the first step in the struggle against back-
wardness, During the same period, the employees of the section in®

charge of the "Mao Tse-tung" train of thc Peiping Railway Buread, -~ -

having studied the article entitled M. Fool's Effort to Move Moun-
tains, " were determined to move "two high mountains” in their sec-
*ion, viz., heavy manual labor and complicated opérations, to the
¢nd that the old-model trains were to be thoroughly rebuilt., By -

adopting the method of “grasping major contradictions® and after

struggling for 10 days and nights, they put into effect 107 teth-

1ological innovations, and this train now compares favorably with -

:ewly built trains in many respects. All these stories eloquently
confirm these famous words of Marx: "Once theory has won the peo-
ole, it will become a material force,” Hence we must closely as-
sociate the movement to popularize Marxism-Leninism with the move-
nent for technological innovation and technological revoiution, sO
~hat tho broad working masses may grasp Marxism-Leninism and climb
the high mountain of scientific technology,

The movement to popularize Merxism-Leninism, as it has been
‘aunched among the working masses, will undoubtcdly promote the

“urther development of Marxism-Leninism in our country. Ours is a -

sreat historical era in which Yone day is equivalent to 20 years";
aew things, new problems, and new experiences will constantly
emerge. It also promises to be an era in which Marxism-Leninism
7111 be further developed, The working masses are the direct
marticipants in the production struggle., They have rich practical
sxperience, By diligently studying theory, participsting in dis-
cugsions, and writing articles, they will be able to gather new
experiences, thereby broadening the mass basis for the develLopment
sf Marxism~leninism., Presently the workers of the Feng-t'ai Opcra.
“iong Section of the Peiping Railway Burcau are writing articles
sn the law of the develcpment of the technological revolution,
fhey are also to study the problem of mining and industrial enter.
prises in the stage of the transition to Communism, If we further
improve ourselves on the basis of the popularization of Harxism-
Leninism, arxism-Leninism will certainly be further developed.,
The fact that the working masses are busily enseged in
theoretical studies, theoretical discussions, theoretical writiungs,
and the publication of periodicals represents a new development on
the theoretical battlefront. Marxists must learn to discover the
oeginning of new events, enthusiastically praise these new avents,
and adopt such positive measures as will contribute to their
further development and consolidation. Therefore, the Party com-
mittees at 211 levels should further intensify their leadership in
the movement to urge the working masses to study Marxism-Leninism
and the writings of Mao Tse-tung, thercby closely associating thee.
retical studies with the experience in the movemenc for technolog-
ical innovation and technolegical revolution, They should empho-
size the cultiva-ion of cadres from among the workers cnd improve
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their work; they should encourage the workers to study the theoret-
jcal problems arising from their actual work and to write articles.
Lgencies responsible for theoretical work and all deparuments of .
philosophy and of the social sciences of all colleges should go to
the industrial and mining enterprises and learn from the working
messes; help them in their theoreticul stulies; review their work
and experience in their studies; and comment on their writings.

The working masses are currently very enthusiastic in their theo-
retical studies; let us unite in a common struggle for the forma-
tion of a powerful Marxist-Leninist theoretical force and for the
further deveiopment of Marxism-Leninism in our country. '

5110 o - END -
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