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IDEOLOGICAL, MORAL BASES OF MILITARY DISCIPLINE DISCUSSED

Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 7, Apr 83 (signed to press
21 Mar 83) pp 8-16

[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Maj Gen A. Skryl'mnik:
"Ideological and Moral Bases of Military Discipline"; the article is recom-
mended for use in the commander training system in studying the corresponding
subject on the questions of military pedagogics and psychology.] '

[Text] In life one often encounters a situation were two troop units are ex-
ternally similar with neat military compounds, bright barracks and classrooms,
the majority of men are of the same age, they have completed schools and under-
gone tempering in labor and military collectives. But if you spend some time
in the units and look more closely, you will spot something "of their own" in
the atmosphere established in each of them. As a rule, where the pace of exer-
cises is precise and strict, where the daily routine has been well organized
and the off hours are filled with interesting exercises, there is more exact-
ingness and mutual respect in the relations between the servicemen, there, as
they say,.it is easier to serve and work and there are more successes.

In response to the decisions of the November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central
Committee on increasing organization and discipline, the Soviet troops have
set guidelines which encourage them to struggle for a further strengthening of
ideological conditioning and moral maturity and the strictest observance of
the laws of military service and the establishing of a healthy atmosphere in
each collective. The requirements of the regulations and the moral standards,
in being embodied in real thoughts and actions, make the service of the men
strict, characterized by great exactingness and flawless efficiency and at the
same time permeated with mutual respect and confidence and warmed by a feeling
of comradeship and collectivism.

By the Imperative of Duty and the Laws of Discipline

In any army, discipline is designed to organize the men and to coordinate their
actions in the interests of carrying out the common combat or training tasks.
The reasons and methods of subordination to the procedures established in the
given army are predetermined by the specific socioeconomic milieu, by the
social system of the given state, by its politics and ideology which give con-
tent to the moral standards and requirements of the regulationms.




The requirements of our regulations, like the moral standards, reflect the
relationships of comradely collaboration and mutual aid among workers free of
exploitation and among citizens of a developed socialist society. The rela-
tionships between the commanders and the rank-and-file, the superiors and sub-
ordinates, the seniors and juniors are developed on the basis of the unity of
fundamental interests among all servicemen who come from the friendly classes
of society and on the commonness of their political convictions and moral
principles. Our laws reinforce in the army milieu the revolutionary victories
of the workers and the changes in the social system which have occurred as a
result of the construction of developed socialism in the country.

Soviet military discipline prescribes the strict observance of the USSR Con-
stitution, the precise fulfillment of the requirements of the military oath

and regulations and the commanders' orders, the steadfast enduring of all hard-
ships and deprivations of military service and the sparing of neither blood

nor life itself for carrying out military duty. Such categoricalness in no way
contradicts the spirit of communist morality. The most humane in its essence,
it proclaims the defense of socialism as the sacred duty of each citizen. For
it the historical purpose of our military service and the strict observance of
the regulations are the highest manifestation of justice and the good.

The general imperative of morality and its principles are translated into the
language of daily affairs through the moral standards. A person for whom these
standards have become the law of life does not order himself to act according
to the regulations and morally but rather does this freely and naturally be-
cause he cannot act otherwise. In other words, it is a question not merely of
conduct which externally conforms to the requirements of the regulations but
rather the forming of an inner need to follow the letter and spirit of the reg-
ulations freely and without pressure from outside. Sociological research con-
firms the notion that a soldier who possesses high political and moral quali-
ties under any situation acts energetically and in strict accord with the re-
quirements of the oath and regulations. At the same time, more than 60 per-
cent of the military personnel questioned who had disciplinary infractions
were persons who were not always capable of fundamentally assessing their ac-
tions and their moral consequences.

The carrying out of moral standards cannot be ensured by an order or demand.
Here the awareness of a person, his orderliness, moral strength and purity come
into play.

Hence, two principles, the legal and the moral, merge in the very essence of
Soviet military discipline. A serviceman is impelled to strictly and accurate-
ly carry out the requirements of the oath and regulations and the commanders'
orders not out of any fear of punishment but rather out of an awareness of the
social significance of these demands and a profound understanding of his per-
sonal responsibility for the motherland's security.

In life, understandably, it is difficult and at times simply impossible to
separate a person's morality from his discipline. These are embodied in each
undertaking and action. Full of profound meaning are the words of V. I. Lenin:
" ..For a communist, all morality lies in this united, solid discipline..."
(Pss [Complete Collected Worksl, Vol 41, p 313).




did little to reflect the moral principles of discipline and the heroics of
training actions and the valorous accomplishments of the men were not properly
treated.

The other extreme is also encountered when the moral aspect of military disci-
pline is absolutized. In such cases, an attempt is made to reduce everything

to the voluntary nature of proper conduct and to subordination which excludes

even moral compulsion.

Both viewpoints understandably impoverish the content of military discipline
and hence its force and effectiveness. Only in a unity of the legal and moral
aspects does it become a powerful factor for increasing the combat readiness
of the troops and naval forces and for indoctrinating the personnel.

The common ideas and goals of the demands of the regulations and moral stand-
ards, however, do not lead to the "abolishing" of their specific features.

The demands of the regulations, as is known, are prescribed by the state. The
force of authority guards them. As for the moral standards, these develop in
society in the process of human relationships. Their observance is monitored
by public opinion and by the moral tempering of a person and his conscience.

The requirements of the regulations express more the legal element but this
does not deprive them of a moral sense. They presuppose the unswerving execu-
tion by the serviceman regardless of what he feels about the demands them-
selves. Their strict observance can also be ensured by the inevitability of
punishment. An order should be carried out precisely, unswervingly and on
time and this is the law of army life.

When it is a question of standards of morality, including those reinforced in
the regulations such as, for example, courtesy and respect for superiors, per-
sons around and fellow servicemen, then the situation is somewhat more com-

plex. You cannot ensure a feeling of respect by an order. Progressive com-

manders and political workers achieve this primarily by an organic combination
of exactingness and concern for subordinates, by a benevolent attitude toward
each of them, by a high level of personal conduct and by closeness to the men.

The Moral Foundations of Our Military Order

By the entire richness of its ideological and emotional content, communist
morality contributes to the conscious fulfillment of official duties by the
servicemen. No matter what task they carry out in training or in combat, ulti-
mately their thoughts and feelings are permeated by high moral values, that is,
by a loyalty to the cause of the Leninist party and the socialist fatherland
and by a readiness to devote everything for the sake of its security and
flourishing. During the years of the Great Patriotic War, the ideas of patri-
otism and internationalism and feelings corresponding to these ideas impelled
millions of soldiers to carry out feats and they gave rise to mass heroism
which became our glorious tradition. The men carried out these feats in being
guided by firm ideological convictions and high moral motives.

Or let us take a rule which is not directly stated in our regulations but which
is often followed in the Army and Navy: in a difficult moment, when special




The unity of the requirements of the regulations and moral standards is of a
multileveled nature. This is determined, in the first place, by its common
source, that is, the socialist social and state system. The laws of military
service and moral standards are shaped under the directing effect of the Com-
munist Party and its policy and ideology which reflect the fundamental vital
interests of the workers, including the tasks in the area of defending the
socialist fatherland. The decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the November
(1982) Plenum of the Party Central Committee have further enriched the ideolog-
ical and moral content of the demands of the laws on service by Army and Navy
personnel under present-day conditions. They impel the personnel to master the
weapons and military equipment and to evidence high vigilance under the diffi-
cult situation where military danger has increased sharply due to the fault of
the reactionary circles of the United States and the other NATO countries.

Secondly, the discipline and morality of a serviceman are assessed according to
a single criterion, that is, wholehearted service for the sake of the socialist
fatherland. The deeds and actions of a serviceman correspond to the laws of
military service and at the same time are moral when they are totally devoted
to increasing military skills, to uniting the military collective and to turn-
ing the unit or ship into a smoothly-operating combat organism which is always
ready for combat.

Thirdly, the requirements of our regulations and moral standards are united in
their normative nature. They reflect the nature of our military service which,
on the one hand, is the moral duty of the Soviet citizen and, on the other, his
constitutional obligatiom.

Fourthly, the value and normative content of communist morality is reinforced
in the requirements of the regulations. Its determining principle is dedica-
tion to the cause of communism and this is reinforced in the military oath.

In front of his comrades a soldier voluntarily vows loyalty to his people, the
Soviet motherland and the Soviet government and a readiness to dedicate all
his energy and, if need be, his life for achieving full victory over the ene-
mies.

The requirements of the regulations and the moral standards, thus, are organi-
cally interrelated. The former are 'checked out" according to the high princi-
ples of the new society's morality while the latter operate as the inner incen-
tives for patriotic deeds and the strict and precise observance of the regula-
tions. Such a carrying out of duty and the provisions of the regulations by
the soldier ensures the shaping of his discipline and the development of the
personality of the citizen and armed defender of the motherland.

In life, sometimes extremes are resorted to in an interpreting of the complex
dialectics of the two principles in our discipline. Often attention is exces-
sively focused on its legal aspects and the content of discipline is reduced
merely to obedience. For example, the rather extensive plan of mass agitation
work devoted to the strengthening of military discipline in the subunits of

one of the units of the Kiev Military District represented precisely such an
anomaly. A majority of the measures outlined in it was aimed at explaining the
responsibility and punishments for violating the laws and regulations. Here
the visual agitation materials such as the special-subject stands and leaflets




will power, restraint and skill are needed, to turn to an awareness of duty and
to the conscience of the servicemen. An officer, sergeant or soldier for whom
the moral standards have become guidelines for life always acts with initiative
and courage, with clarity and speed, as the regulations require. Life abounds
in facts where servicemen have endeavored to do more than what is "officially"
demanded, they assume increased socialist obligations and master two or three
specialties.

Moral standards, in taking possession of a soldier's conscience and feelings,

‘ensure disciplined conduct by their sanctions. A developed feeling of con-

science is the most important of these inner regulators of discipline. Being
an awareness of a soldier's responsibility for his conduct, it has not only a
judgmental but also a motivating, imperative nature.

A developed feeling of conscience impels a person to carry out service duties
most conscientiously. If this merely restrains a person from an amoral actionm,
then this cannot be termed active. One can scarcely consider as active the
conscience of those servicemen who, for instance, in setting the goals in the
socialist competition, do not aim at the maximum possible indicators but
rather limit themselves to average ones the achieving of which does not re-
quire a great effort. The so-called psychology of the "golden mean' checks the
initiative and activeness of the competitors and harms the quality of combat
training. It is alien to the very spirit of our morality which impels one to
be ahead and never stop at the achieved level.

The moral forces of a serviceman gain completion and fullness when the carrying
out of the regulations by them becomes a habit. It often happens that order is
disrupted by a person who was considered completely aware. In such instances
they say about him that he "stumbled." But why, actually, did he stumble? Is
it not because he was not always accustomed to act as the regulations require
under any circumstances and because a knowledge of the regulation had not
reached his heart and had not become a matter of custom. A habit is a moral
readiness and an ability without reflection to subordinate the personal to the
social and in a critical situation to boldly face the danger and carry out the
task.

Morality introduces a breadth of views into discipline and flexibility in
elucidating the motives of human conduct. There are at least three types of
incentive for the proper conduct of a serviceman. The first is awareness where
a person without external impelling action works at full force and strictly car-
ries out the disciplinary requirements. The second is the prospect of an addi-
tional acquisition of certain moral or material goods, commendations, leave

for good service, a bonus, a promotion and so forth. The third type of incen-
tive can be a fear of being punished for the violating of military order.

Quite understandably, in each of these instances a moral assessment of the
serviceman's conduct will vary and hence the indoctrinational effect on the men
the deeds and actions of which is characterized by a varying level of their
awareness cannot be the same.

In the arsenal of means for struggling for strong discipline, exceptionally ef-
fective are those forms of moral incentive such as the influence of the collec-
tive and public opinion. The more united the collective, the more developed




the feeling of comradeship and the more the relationships between the service-
men conform to the standards of morality, the greater the successes in carry-
ing the tasks and the stronger the proper order.

The disciplinary requirements strictly outline the serviceman's obligations

and his rights. They draw in a sort of framework for proper order conforming
to the high calling of the armed defenders of the socialist fatherland. Out-
side this framework there usually develop relationships which are not official-
ly regulated and based upon the mutual respect of the servicemen, on common in-
terests in sports, amateur activities and so forth. Unfortunately, there are
also instances when a soldier who has served a year or 18 months and mastered a
specialty is not above demonstrating his superiority over the new man or even
putting off a part of his duties on him. The manifestations of improper rela-
tionships in their majority are criticized. Those individual commanders and
political workers who are inclined to consider.these as somehow now worthy of
attention are making a mistake. Any deviations from the moral relationships in
the military collective can tell negatively on the level of discipline and the
forming of a healthy moral atmosphere in the subunit.

Among the factors which cause improper relations, one should mention first of
all the moral and psychological immaturity of individual soldiers. This pre-
vents them from rising to an understanding of responsibility whereby the in-
terests of the entire collective and not a separate group should be considered
a guideline of conduct. At the same time, the appearance of deviations from
the standards of our military community is also influenced by the low active-
ness of the community and primarily for the communists and Komsomol members,
as well as by violations of the requirements of the military regulations in
organizing leisure and the daily routine of the men. Where firm order reigns
in everything, where the commanders and political workers know the mood of the
men and their inclinations well, where the party and Komsomol organizations
are the supporters of discipline, usually there are no improper relations in
the collective. '

The communists, Komsomol members and leading soldiers are responsible for start-
ing the flow of those streams which form a mighty river called social action.
This is within the capacity of a close-knit military collective where strict
implacability against disciplinary infractions and a severe comradely condemna-
tion of them have become the rule.

Public opinion "works without interruption' and provides constant moral super-
vision over the conduct of all the members of the collective, their position in
life and the facts and events of surrounding reality. This circumstance does
not mean that the opinion of the collective in all instances of life is a ready-
made prerequisite or support for the commander's exactingness.

Healthy, principled public opinion must be developed. Here much is determined
by the ability to promptly put the urgent questions of combat readiness and the
strengthening of discipline at the center of attention of the community, to see
to it that the party and Komsomol meetings and assemblies of the personnel
strictly assess the facts and work out a unanimous view on the questions of im-
proving military order and indoctrination.




Deviations from principledness in assessing one's deeds and discrepancies be-
tween word and deed tell negatively on the force of public opinion and lead to
negative consequences. In a letter to the editors, Pvt L. Fedotov stated, for
example: "In our repair subunit at meetings a great deal is said about duty,
honesty and the observance of proper order. But in practice we observe some-
thing else." Here the specialists have often been diverted from performing
their basic duties to manufacturing all sorts of souvenirs as well as to re-
pairing vehicles belonging to private individuals. Only after a check which
made it possible to disclose serious abuses by individual officials was the
subunit's community alerted to the preventing of analogous phenomenon and

" strengthening proper order.

The strength of public opinion consists in the fact that it assesses the ac-
tions and conduct of any member of the collective regardless of his title. 1In
such an unwritten certification one can also spot certain conclusions, such as:
"a demanding and considerate officer" and "a knowledgeable specialist" or, con-
versely, "he puts on airs" and "supercilious" and so forth. Whatever a serv-
iceman may think of himself, the community usually defines his true merits.

Advancement for comrades who have merited this by their actions and conduct is
always perceived by the community as just and highly moral. On the other hand,
the promoting of a person who has a tarnished reputation but has the support of
someone usually causes great moral harm to the collective. Such a discrepancy
between public opinion and the official recommendation occurs obviously because
some comrades are not accustomed to "having a look" at that unwritten certifica-
tion which the collective "keeps'" on the serviceman. For example, last year in
the Moscow Military District more than 10 officers were promoted who were not
ready for the new position.

At times, even a failure in elections to party and Komsomol bodies is not al-
ways grounds for reflection as to why an officer is not highly regarded. How
has he deprived himself of his comrades' respect? What aspects in his train-
ing did the leader overlook but the collective spot?

The moral make-up of a worker is best judged by those who live and work with
him. "The toiling mass," pointed out V. I. Lenin, "with great semsitivity
catches the difference between honest and dedicated communists and those who
inspire revulsion in a person who wins his bread with sweat on his face, a per-
son who does not have any privileges or 'ways to the top'" (PSS, Vol 44,

p 122).

In the interests of strengthening discipline, furthermore, active use is made
of such a moral method as the personal example. This is rightly considered the
most effective means for the moral indoctrination of the men.

The leader's personal example has a particularly strong impact on those around.
From how demanding he is on himself and how honest he is in personal and offi-
cial relations the men usually form a standard which they try to equal. His
style of work becomes the model for the entire collective. Mar SU A. M.
Vasilevskiy recalled his leader at the General Staff B. M. Shaposhnikov: '"Re-
straint, politeness and tact in dealing with others, humility, discipline and
maximum efficiency--these qualities of his were involuntarily passed on to




subordinates, instilling in them a feeling of responsibility for the assigned
job, their own dignity and a high level of conduct."

"Our commander," "our deputy commander for political affairs'...the men say
these words with pride, noting the accomplishments of their combat leaders and
mentors. But the moral authority of an officer does not come with the position.
It arises out of numerous elements. Here equally important are the officer's
professional qualities, his political and cultural viewpoint, his ability to
win over by humility, restraint and tact as well as how he behaves among com-
rades, off duty. Morality is broader in scope than just proper relations. It
encompasses all aspects of a person's.life, his work, conduct in daily routine,
and his attitude toward society, the state, comrades, relatives and so forth.

From the viewpoint of morality, individual indicators, even those such as the
performing of official duties (the main thing in the life of a Soviet soldier)
do not give one the right to judge his make-up as a whole. It does happen
that externally everything seems to be going well, the officer is handling

the job, but the person's soul is already touched with rot.

If no one notices the "trifle" and is not stirred to help the comrade in time,
a misfortune can happen. This occurs when indulgence arises instead of strict
condemnation, principled criticism and a sharp judgment of the improper action
and a decisive struggle against any violations of the standards of our life.

Thus, moral standards in their content and by their moral sanctions ensure the
effectiveness of the requirements of the regulations and serve to strengthen
discipline. Honor where honor is due. The party has drawn attention to the
fact that poor work, indifference and irresponsibility should be most directly
felt also in material remuneration, in official position and in the moral
authority of a worker. This is done because abnormal phenomena are particular-~
ly intolerable in a. society of mature socialism and they run contrary to the
moral underpinnings of our entire life.

The Rights of the Regulations--A Delicate Instrument of Moral Indoctrination

The increased demands of the party on the combat readiness of the Army and

Navy and the need to achieve higher indicators in training have caused the com-
manders, political bodies and party organizations to increase their activities
in strengthening military order. Here much is determined by the ability to use
legal and moral levers in work.

The demands of the oath and the regulations in the army have priority among the
other incentives. Their strict fulfillment is the most important indicators of
the men's morality and effective factor in indoctrination.

The moral effect of discipline is realized daily in all service, in the daily
routine and life of the men. A soldier spends all his service time in the com-
pany, battery or military unit. These elements of the Army and Navy organism
are rightly viewed as the center of party political work. The active propagan-
dizing of the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress explaining the demands of the
November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and the documents of the
ceremony held in the Kremlin devoted to the 60th anniversary of the formation




of the USSR, the studying of the oath and regulations directly help to raise
the awareness of the men. A unity of ideological and organizational work, of
word and deed is the most important way to strengthen discipline and to in-
crease its indoctrinational effect.

The Soviet solely-responsible commander bears all responsibility for the combat
and mobilizational readiness of the unit. He has been granted great rights,
including the right to demand from subordinates exemplary performance of serv-
ice duties, tenacity, industry, steadfastness and courage.

The commander's exactingness crowns army order and cements discipline. It is
an indoctrinational factor when it is carried out consistently and steadily,
regardless of any attendant circumstances. Inconsistency in making demands
on the personnel tells perniciously on the service and moods of the men. Any
dishonesty in assessing the state of discipline and any deviations from the
regulation of "not leaving a single misdeed of a subordinate without action"
are acutely felt in the collective.

The moral strength of a commander's exactingness lies in its justness and in

to what degree it conforms to the tasks of maintaining the troops in combat
readiness and the spirit of communist morality. Any manifestations of coarse-
ness, a lack of tact or belittling the dignity of an individual are alien to
it. Unfortunately, still frequently individual officers find it unable to dis-
pense with loud voices and at times insulting expressions which not only do not
help to strengthen discipline but, conversely, disrupt order and impede things.

The requirements of the regulations and the standards of morality become a per-
manent part of the conscience and conduct of the men when socialist legality is
strictly observed. Any order or instruction from a commander or superior on
organizing the training and daily routine of the troops should be legal, that
is, conform to the interests of the motherland and to the strengthening of the
combat readiness of our Armed Forces and stem from the duties of the service-
men.

Socialist legality is the observance and fulfillment of legal standards. In
terms of its scope it is narrower than discipline which presupposes the fulfill-
ing of both legal and moral standards.

The deviating from socialist legality harms service and indoctrination. It is
easy to imagine the consequences which resulted from the order of the commander
of one of the military construction detachments of Maj V. Sherman, that is, to
collect money from the military construction workers to make them pay for the
lack of dishes. To resort to such extortion in the aim of concealing one's own
disorganization and negligence means to act both illegally and immorally.

In the rich arsenal of the commander's indoctrinational means an important
place is held by measures of commendation and punishment. Disciplinary prac-
tices are a delicate instrument for strengthening military order and for im-
proving moral relationships in the collective.

Each commander or superior within the limits of the rights granted by the Disci-
plinary Regulations must commend subordinates for reasonable initiative,




industry, feats and excellehce in service. Here the regulations lack direct
recommendations as to what type of commendation should be employed in each
specific instance. In the same manner there also is no list of misdeeds for
which certain reprimands should be imposed on the guilty parties. The officer
himself within his powers determines what type of commendation for an outstand-
ing soldier or what degree of punishment for a guilty one should, in his opin-
jon, have a maximum indoctrinational impact both on the specific person as well
as on the entire troop collective.

In speaking about the commander's disciplinary practices, we would like to em-
phasize the validity of the notion that "he indoctrinates justness." The com-
mendations and reprimands themselves do not effect the inner world of a person
or the collective but rather to what degree the disciplinary measures are jus-
tified. In commending a subordinate, the commander as it were determines his
place in the collective, he encourages his conduct and induces others to act
the same way. At the same time he shows the soldier that his efforts are seen
and they are satisfied with his results.

Likewise a disciplinary reprimand has an indoctrinational effect only when it
is applied strictly in accord with the demands of the military regulationms.
Any "shying" reduces the effectiveness of disciplinary practice. The leading
commanders usually thoroughly analyze the misconduct of a serviceman and cir-
cumspectly determine the degree of punishment within the rights granted them.
For example, on the missile cruiser "Vladivostok," among the officer personnel
the rule followed by the commander in his disciplinary practices has become
generally accepted, that is: '"strictness does not equal the number of repri-
mands." Here with good reason the ship officers pay particular attention to
preventing disciplinary infractionms.

The disciplinary practices of a Soviet commander are based upon the require-
ments of the laws of military service, on the rights of the regulations and in
determining the 'mecessity'" of one or another decision or the advisability of
one or another measure, on the state approach to the question and on one's con-
science. Only such an embodiment of disciplinary practices makes them an ef-
fective means for uniting the collective and for establishing a healthy moral
climate in the unit or subunit.

"Not out of fear but out of conscience to fulfill all the laws concerning the
Red Army and the orders, to maintain discipline in every possible way in it..."
this admonishment by Lenin impels us to use the force of the demands of the
regulations and the commands of our moral standards in the training and indoc-
trination of the personnel. This is one of the way for further increasing 3
organization and proper order and for improving the combat readiness of the Army
and Navy. :
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OUTLINE LECTURE ON OBSERVATION OF LAWS, MILITARY OATH, MILITARY REGULATIONS

Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 7, Apr 83 (signed to press
21 Mar 83) pp 74-80

[Article by Maj G. Petrenko: '"To Strictly Observe Soviet Laws, the Military
Oath and Regulations of the Armed Forces'*]

[Text] This is the second subject recommended for study by the soldiers and
sailors during the summer training period. The exercise for it should be con-
ducted by the method of lecture and a lively, full-scale discussion.

Six hours are planned for studying the subject. The assigned time should be
allocated thus: 2 hours for the lecture, 2 for independent work and 2 for a
group discussion.

In the lecture on the subject, the attention of the listeners should be focused
on the following basic questions: 1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on socialist
legality and law and order. 2. To firmly know and unswervingly fulfill the de-
mands of the Soviet laws, the oath and regulations and to be a disciplined
soldier.

In the course of laying out the material, the propagandists should help the men
in more fully understanding the legacy of V. I. Lenin and the Instructions of
the Communist Party on the need to constantly improve socialist legality and
lawfulness as well as the strict and precise observance of Soviet laws by each
Soviet citizen. In the exercise the soldiers and sailors should be made pro-
foundly aware of the sense and content of military discipline and its basic de-
mands on the servicemen. It is essential to describe what an important role

is played by the Army and Navy community in further strengthening order and
organization in the subunits, units and ships and explain the system of commen-
dations and reprimands employed in the Armed Forces.

* The material is to be used for political exercises on the subject '"The
Strict Observance of Soviet Laws, the Military Oath and Regulations of
the Armed Forces--A Most Important Condition for Maintaining Strong Military
Discipline and Law and Order."




In the introduction to the subject, it is essential to point out that recently,
due to the reactionary imperialist forces, and primarily the United States and -
a number of other NATO countries, the situation in the world has become sharply
more acute. This has forced the CPSU and the Soviet government in their policy
to unswervingly combine consistent peacefulness with a constant readiness to
decisively and firmly rebuff any aggressor and to be concerned for further
strengthening the defense capability of our state and improve the combat po-
tential of its Armed Forces. Due to the daily attention from the party and

the people, our Army and Navy in terms of technical equipping, organizational
structure and the system of command and support are presently on a level which
fully conform to the demands of the times.

In competing under the motto "To Raise Vigilance and to Securely Ensure the
Safety of the Motherland!" the Soviet military, rallied closely around the CPSU
and its Leninist Central Committee, are constantly honing their military skill
and are stubbornly working to achieve what is necessary for victory in modern
warfare. Daily troop practices teach us that an indispensable condition and
guarantee for stable achievements by the personnel in combat and political
training is the unswerving observance of socialist legality and lawfulness by
all categories of servicemen and the scrupulous fulfillment of the requirements
of the military oath and regulations and their own immediate official duties.
In endeavoring in large and small matter to always act in strict accord with
the letter and spirit of the legislative prescripts of Army and Navy life, the
soldiers and sailors thereby make a weighty personal contribution to further
strengthening discipline and organization in the subunits, units and ships

and to the cause of the greatest possible rise in the vigilance and combat
readiness of the troops and naval forces.

1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Socialist Legality and Lawfulness

Initially it is advisable to recall to the students how highly V. I. Lenin
valued socialist legality and lawfulness in our society's life. Lenin saw in
the Soviet laws an important means for successfully carrying out all the eco-
nomic, cultural and defense tasks.

In actuality, our laws, in expressing the will and fundamental aims of the peo-
ple in their struggle for communism, securely protect the socialist social and
state system, the socialist economy and socialist property, the interests of
the enterprises, institutions, kolkhozes, sovkhozes and other organizations
against any encroachments. These reinforce party policy, including in the

area of national defense, and the concern of the state for the specific man,
the rights, freedoms and dignity of the individual.

Thus, legality serves the cause of communist construction, the further strength-
ening of USSR economic might, the improving of its defense capability and the
raising of the workers' standard of living. In pointing to such a content of
legality, V. I. Lenin emphasized that the law is a political measure, it is a
policy (see PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 30, p 99).

Further, it is essential to point out that V. I. Lenin not only defined the role

of legality in building communism but also disclosed its essence, the basic de-
mands on it, and showed the way for securely ensuring and strengthening as much
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as possible the legal basis of Soviet society. Widely known is Lenin's state-
ment that the slightest illegality, the smallest violation of Soviet order is
already a hole which would immediately be used by the enemies of the workers
(see PSS, Vol 39, p 156). These inspired words by the leader and founder of
our party and state vividly characterize his attitude toward socialist legal-
ity and lawfulness in the natiom.

It must be particularly emphasized that V. I. Lenin not only demanded from
others the unswerving observance of the laws and prescripts of Soviet power but
also personally set an example of a profoundly respectful attitude toward its
legislative enactments. Even insignificant attempts to avoid and particularly
to ignore the law by anyone always evoked in Lenin a sharp condemnation and
often led to decisive organizational measures against the guilty party.

In confirmation of this, one can give the following example. Once the secre-
tary of the Sovnarkom [Council of People's Commissars], L. A. Fotiyeva, turned
to V. I. Lenin with the request to hire a new co-worker who had been recommend-
ed by a number of co-workers from the Managing Department of the Sovnarkom.
However, V. D. Bonch-Bruyevich who headed the Managing Department of the Sov-
narkom was against such hiring, in referring to the decree "On the Inadmissi-
bility of the Joint Work of Relatives in Soviet Institutions'" (it turned out
that the sister of the recommended person was already employed in the Sovnar-
kom). In endeavoring to resolve the arising situation, L. A. Fotiyeva wrote to
V. I. Lenin in a note: "A very valuable worker and we are interested in having
her.... Cannot the decree by bypassed?" But V. I. Lenin replied categorical-
ly: "The decree cannot be bypassed: for such a proposal they would prosecute"
(Pss, Vol 50, p 266).

Literally from the first days of the existence of the young socialist state,
Lenin with his apparent energy and tenacity posed the question of creating the
strictest and truly revolutionary lawfulness in the nation. Upon the initia-
tive and with the direct participation of V. I. Lenin, the most important legis-
lative documents of those times were worked out and ratified, including the
first Soviet Constitution, the first laws, codes and decrees of Soviet power.
The measured words of these documents reinforced the new system of social rela-
tions born by Great October. It was a system which became the symbol of true
"humanism, justice and concern for the working man.

In continuing his lecture, the propagandist should draw the attention of the
listeners to the fact that the CPSU, in being guided by Lenin's instructions

on socialist legality and lawfulness in the country, gives exceptionally im-
portant significance to the further strengthening of the legal basis of life in
Soviet society, to the all-round improving of socialist legality and to the
bringing of the legal standards into full conformity with the level achieved by
the Soviet state of all the people in the stage of developed socialism. Here
the party proceeds from the fact that the successful construction of commu-
nism is impossible without mobilizing the will and efforts of all the workers,
without the highest level of organization and discipline in all elements of our
managerial apparatus and the economic mechanism as a whole, without the strict-
est subordination of each and every one to the single statewide order.
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It is essential to particularly emphasize the notion that the Soviet Union

once and for all has put an end to the fundamental social causes of antisocial
phenomena, that is, private property, the exploitation of man by man, national
suppression, unemployment, poverty, hunger and the ignorance of the masses.
Thus, real conditions have been created for completely eliminating any forms of
violations of the law from our reality. Here active, purposeful efforts by our
state and all the public are still essential for we can effectively combat vio-
lations of the law and other antisocial phenomena only by working together.
Only when the force of public opinion is multiplied by the force of the law,
when each Soviet person has developed his own corresponding level of awareness
of the law will an insurmountable barrier arise on the path of illegal actions
and they will become simply impossible.

Under the conditions of developed socialism where our economy, science and cul-
ture have reached a qualitative new level, it is essential to raise the entire
system of legality to a higher degree, that is, not only have well-thought-out
and weighed laws, but also to achieve their ubiquitous and unconditional ful-
fillment. Here it is advisable to emphasize that the predominant majority of
Soviet people live and work in strict accord with the demands placed on them.
It is completely understandable that the unfortunately still encountered dis-
rupters of production, the hooligans, drunks, speculators, bribe takers and
quanderers of socialist property arouse profound indignation in the Soviet
citizens.

Considering public opinion which requires a decisively stronger struggle
against infractions of the law as well as proceeding from the tasks of further
strengthening lawfulness in the nation, recently a number of measures have
been adopted aimed at improving Soviet legislation. At the same time work is
being continued on the greatest possible development of our democratic institu-
tions and on broadening civil rights and guarantees for their observance. The
Soviet people, in perceiving the state and social interests as their own vital
concern, have made a number of valuable proposals to the specific draft laws.
For example, precisely upon worker initiative, new legal enactments have
appeared establishing responsibility for the violating of Soviet trade rules
as well as for receiving illegal remuneration from citizens on the part of
representatives in the service sphere.

On the basis of the decisions of the May and November (1982) Plenums of the
CPSU Central Committee, the normative documents concerned with state, economic
and cultural construction in the nation are presently being adjusted. The
struggle for an ubiquitous strengthening of discipline is assuming a truly
nationwide nature. The necessity of such a consistent and uncompromising
struggle has been dictated by life itself. Because, as was pointed out by the
General Secretary of our party's Central Committee, Comrade Yu. V. Andropov, at
a meeting with the Moscow machine tool builders, without proper discipline--
labor, planning and state--we cannot make rapid progress. The imposing of
order does not require any capital investments but the effect is enormous. An
idler, absentee or shoddy worker harms not so much himself as the collective
and all society as a whole.The workers are in favor of increasing the demands
imposed on such people. At the same time, they are also in favor of increasing
the responsibility of officials who connive with the violators.
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As was pointed out at the 26th Party Congress, we have adopted many good laws.
At present, it is primarily a question of their accurate and unswerving realiza-
tion. Certainly any law lives only when it is carried out and carried out by
everyone and everywhere (see "Materialy XXVI s''yezda KPSS" [Materials of the
26th CPSU Congress], p 64). In order to achieve the full realization of this
congress instruction, our state has dependable levers in the form of the sovi-
ets, the law protection bodies, people's control and various social organiza-
tions.. However, it would be wrong to link the greater struggle against the
violations of the law to just a hardening of sanctions against those who commit
these. Life shows that the strength of punishment is primarily in its inevita-
bility. The main thing is to achieve a strict individualization of responsi-
bility within legality, when each violator will inexorably expect corresponding
punishment for the misdeed.

The conscious and precise observance of the laws of our socialist state of all
the people is proof of the political and moral maturity of each individual citi-
zen as well as society as a whole. In this regard the 26th CPSU Congress
pointed out that we have much work to do in further improving the Soviet way

of life and in eradicating everything that impedes the formation of the new

man. The all-round development of the system of Soviet legislation and the
improved activities of the law protecting bodies are also aimed at carrying out
this important and complex task.

Our socialist legality fundamentally differs from bourgeois legality. At one
time V. I. Lenin pointed out that in no nation was there such an abundance of
laws as in Tsarist Russia. However, as Lenin particularly pointed out, nothing
similar to legality existed here. And one can understand why as all the laws
of the bourgeois-landowner system were directed against the working masses and
served as a weapon for protecting the class interests of the property-owning
groups. A similar situation presently exists in the imperialist nations,

where the law is the faithful servant of monopolistic capital and the mon-
strous arbitrariness of the moneybags directed against the millions and mil-
lions of workers is a characteristic trait of the bourgeois way of life. 1In
this context all the loud words by the apologists of capitalism on "human
rights" become unpardonably false. These have never existed and do not exist
in the "notorious free world" which is free of one thing, of true individual
liberties and the elementary rights for working people. "The given thesis
should be confirmed by referring to facts published in the periodic press and
those particularly which show the amorality and inhumanity of capitalist society
and its flagrant flaws and ulcers. It is best to do this using examples which
emphasize the omnipotence of the monopolies and the lack of rights of the work-
ing man, the antipopular, antihuman essence of bourgeois legality. Such exam-
ples are found in articles published by the journal POLITICHESKOYE SAMOOBRAZO-
VANIYE under the heading "Capitalism Stands Accused."

In contrast to bourgeois legality, socialist legality securely protects the
fundamental interests of our people and state as a whole against any encroach-
ments on them by whomever. At the exercise this must also be described draw-
ing upon factual material taken from periodicals or directly from life, with
reference to the USSR Constitutions.
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The decisions of the November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and
the 7th Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 9th Sitting, were a new manifesta-
tion of the party's constant concern for further strengthening the nation's
economic and defense might, for raising the prosperity of the people and for
the all-round development of socialist democracy and a continuous enhancement
of the legal basis for Soviet society. These reflected the most urgent prob-
lems of our economic and cultural construction and with all acuteness and
principlesness raise the problem of strengthening the responsibility of the

"citizens, the officials, the state bodies and social organizations for the

strict and precise obs