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TRUE RECCGNIT_ION (‘)F‘PEDOLOGICAL REFORMS AND _T_HE '
- ~ CONTRADICTORY MOVEMENTS IN PEDOLOGY . .

- [Following is the translation of an article by Shih
“Yuan-chtun (4258 0337 2504) in Che=hsueh Yen-chiu .

~ “(Philosophy-Research), Peiping, No, 1, 25 January
1961, pps 1-12._7 . Heo loin

The "eight-word constitution" of agriculture beglns - .
with the word "earth." Among the essential elements-- .
sunlight, air, heat, water, plant nutrients, etc.-- required-
for the growth of crops, -all but sunlight are supplied by

the soil, The series of operations in farming such as

irrigation, fertilization, plowing, harrowing, and hoeing
are all for the control of the above-mentioned elements to - .
satlisfy the requirements of the crops. Therefore, understand=-
ing the laws governing the functioning of the soil and a
conscilous soll improvement program are two of the most im= .
portant tasks in realizing better and larger crop ylelds and -
& greater leap forward in agriculture. - - . .. :
' OQur farmers have gained 'a profound understanding of
the soil through ages of farming practice and have accumulated
extremely affluent experiences in soll conservation and im-
provement. Modern pedological science has indeed achieved a
good deal, Lut some of its theorles and viewpclints are
metaphysically quite limited in concept. Ever slnce the
Great Leap Forward started in 1958, the natlon-wilde mass
movement for a general survey and determination of solls ,
has brought forth a tremendous amount of data for pedological
study and numerous fresh problems as well, Therefore, in-.
sistence on the employment of dialectic materlalistlc :
viewpoints and methods inthe study of solls, arranglng and
analyzing mass experiences with scientific rigor, making
active and positive use and study of all the results of
pedological science, correctly understanding the counteract- -
ing forces of solls, and developlng the people’s conscious
initiative in soil reforms are all the very challenging tabks-
facing our pedologlcal study today. - . ,
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In the people's understanding of solls there exlst
two opposite views: one is metaphysical and the other 1s
dialectric materialistic, - T

Some pedologists start out with a geological analysis
which treats soil as something composed of rocks eroded and
decomposed through the effect of weathering and which pro-
duces vegetation and cpntains the dead bodies of living things.
Therefore, -their definition 6 861l is: "Soil is a mlxture
of minerals and -organic substances," and they sey that soil
1s 1ike a kitchen stored with plant autrients. - They regard
the process of soil development as being primarily due to
erosion of this mixture by the wind and the moving and re=-
duction of the most active soluble substances ln the soll
during leaching by rainfall; and that the force -behind.the -
process is malnly weathering and preclpitatlon. . Obviously ...
they cannct give a profound, adequate, and overall eXpo- .
sitlon of the make=up and the regularity of the development
and changes of the soil insofar as such basic problems as ...
what soll is, how.soil is developed, @énd what the forces
behind the development of soll are. o : -
B ~We ought to recognize that minerals and organlc
substances are the most fundamental substances in soll.
However, it would be utterly naive to simply say that soll.
15 a mixture without making intrinsic correlations, for that
would be 1like denying that soil has its own qualifatlive re-
gularity. In this way, one would not be able to understand
the property of soils from the speclal operational forms and -
the peculiar inconsistencles of soiise. . -~ = T

. Chairman Mao has taught us that "attention must be .

directed -to those things common to a glven type of opera=
tional form of a certain materlial and other types of oper=~ ;
ational forms. - However, of fundamental lmportance in enabling
us to understend things is noticing thelr characteristlcs, o
1.,e., paylng attention to the quallitative differences be=.
tween one operational form and another. Only by so doing- -
15 one able to distinguish between thingse"l And he-added,.
"The distinction of sclentific study 1s based upon the par-.
ticular. contradictory natures possessed by the sclentific
object."2 ‘- Here Chairman Mac has told us that in studylng
something one should give special attentlon to its contradic—,
tory and operational forms. Only by so doing can one get.a .
real.grasp of the nature of the thing." The object of pedo- .
logical sutdy is soill. Soil is the soft and loose surface
of the earth which 1s coarse 1in texture and can support
vegetations Its distinction from other things on the earth's
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surface such as: rocks, .oceans, forests, and other things lies
in its ability to simultaneously and continuously supply
water, nutrients; and heat needed for the growth of green
vegetation, or in other words, its fertilitys Thus fertility
is the most essential characteristic of soil. Without -
fertillity there wouldn't be muech to ‘Say about soil, = '
The fertility possessed by the soil is caused by 1ts
internal contradicotry actions. In the action, development,
and process of furnishing vegetation wilth water, nutrients,
alr, and heat, there are all sorts of contradictions, such. .
as evaporation and retention of water in the: 'soll, synthesiza-
tion and decomposition of organic matter, accumulation
and consumption of nutrients, heat absorption and disipation
in the soll, rise and fall in the temperature of the soil,
the great geological cycle and small blologlcal cycles, and
so forth., The two profiles of a palr of contradictions are
mutually. dependent, mutually exclusive, and under certain
conditlions mutually inverting. In the meantime, these con- °
tradictlons do not exist in isolation in soils. Instead of
acting alone, these contradictions are mutually related,
checked, and balanced., When we experimented with medium
farming in ralsing corn we found a temperature rise of
2-40C in surface soil and a universal inecrease in temperature
differences between different soll types. Changes in soll
in turn cause chenges in directions of water movements in.
soll. Due to medium cultivation, surface soll loses a great
deal of 1ts water while lower soll layers have a 10-20%
gain in water. content., In accordance with many test results,
the dissolutlion of nutrients is improved as a result of changes
in soll temperature and water content., The available plant
nutrients are lncreased in amounts varying from 100 to.200%.
In addition, corresponding changes are produced in the activ-
ities of organic substances and in a series of physlcal con=
ditions, - - :
This is. true under all natural conditions. For in-
stance, microbes in soll on the one hand decompose organic
meterials to make simple mineral nutrients, while on the -
other hand they synthesize themselves wlth putrefled matter.
vhich possesses even more complex composition, This kind .
of Bilochemlcal product. further undergoes chemical and physio-
chemlcal reactions and thus enables different kinds of organic
matter and minerals to form organic-mineral composites. Cone
sequently, a serles of changes takes place in soil composition,
porousness, water percolation and absorption, air content,
and temperature. . Thus, so6il is an organic integral body
formed by the minerals, organic ‘substances, and microbes in .
it, and a mixture ‘cannot be disintegrated by mechanical means.,




In this complex contradictory unlty of soil, every subtle
change is not only related but also induces other changes,
end together they form & relation of check and balances -
Soil is at the center of contradictory inequilibrium. ‘The
numerous mutually exclugive dnd opposite inconsistencles .. .-
and_contradictipnsg'togeﬁherfWith”their‘bounter-actions and-
unities,; indicate pretisely the ihtrinsic nature of soll
development. Just as Chéirman Mao has sald, "5 simple :pro= ..
cess has only one palr of contradictions whereas a complex .
process has more than one palr of contradictions. - Among the -
pairs of contradictions new contradictions emerge,. -This is. - .
the way human thoughts and all things are formed in the = . -
objective world and how they are put into operation.'’ -
Therefore, when we study why solil possesses fertility and how.
it develops and changes, we must first grasp its intermal -~ -
inconsistencies and contradictions. - T
Soil is a thing.of complex contradietery unity which

consists of many mutaully connected and mutanlly checked
internal contradicltlions. Among all: these contradictions,
the basicvone-which'determinestthevquality of solls and -~
"ascertains“or‘affeétg»the”existence;and\deveIOpment”of*. -
other contradictions"* is the waring and waxlng of soll
fertility. Or in other words, it is the contradiction of
the continuous increase and decrease of the constituent .
factors of soil fertility such as water, nutrients, air, - -
heat, texture, ete. -~ - =~ - oo o R
In the entire process of soll development, a serles .
of wanings and waxings are taking place at all times, such -
- ag fluctuatlions of the water content 1n soil, changes -~
in component parts and the quantity of alr in soil, varlatlons
1n‘types,jaccumulation“and'consumption of nutrients in soll,
and changesin soll- temperatures and textures.  During our :
experiment with medium cultivation of corn, it was proved
that under certain conditions the favorable water and heat -
environments created by medium- cultivation together with
the induced corresponding features of nutrients and microbes -
will disappear after eight days. - Similarly, after a certaln
period of time, the loosened so1il will also teénd to be tightly
packed 1in a patternless state. Through centuries of practlcal
experience, our farmers have witnessed how animal manures’
were combined with soll to form "earth velvet" and how "earth
velvet" turned into soils The theory of "manure turning into
- soil™ likewise expounded the waning and waxing process of -
organic nutrients in soll. “Evidently, the wenlng and waxing
process .of the interrelated and mutually checking fertllity
factors 1s not a simple repetition, but a process of the rise
of a new wenlng and waxing cycle permanently bullt on an =~ .-
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exlsting foundations The turning of "désd soil" into "live
soil" and "live soil" into "fat ‘soil" by ‘the farmers is - -
exactly the process of incessaht adjustment of fertility .-
factors in solls so that the solls may develop from one stage
to andther and that one kind of soil may develop into another.
~ ' -In natural soils, the various fertility factors are
also carrying on a continuous waning and waxing process with
the change ‘0f time, The . change of meadow soll into marsh
land 1s primarily a result of an abrupt increase of water,
Meanwhlle, in this process, the water itself is also under= -
going waning and waxing in different times and seasons, 3
Changes from forest solls to prairie soils, and from saline.
éoilsﬁand‘nonésaline'soilS*are'all~g00dwexamples.»~They are -
pothing but natural operations automatically taking place, -
‘Thus throughout the entire process of soll development, the
waning-waxing ‘contradictions of fertility factors have al= . .
ways-existed indl types of solls., It is durlng this very ,
~ process of lncessant waning and waxing of fertility factors .-
<-that solls satisfy the needs of vegetatlon and further develop
themselvess - It 1s also this very process which reflects -
the most essentlal features or characteristics of soils, '~ °
Therefore varlations and fluctuations of fertility factors - -
are “the basic contradictions in soils, AE e e e T
' The serles of internal contradictions -in soils, such
as syntheslizatlon and decomposition, exldization and reduc-
tlon, heat-absorption and heat-dissipation; leaching, solution
and dissolution, sedimentation;-and so forthy constitute -
‘the contradictions of fluctuations and variations of .. -
fertility factors. Moreover, there are always counteractions
and unities working on the periphery of this palr -of funda-
w-mental contradictions. Although in‘certain stages a certain
pair‘bf»cbntradictions'among»all,these'COntradibtions-may~ ;,
rise above others and become prineipsal, such- as: the synthes~-
lzatlon and decompositions of organic matters, “this pair can
only reflect some respects of the entire soil operation. :
They cannot determine the fundemental propertlies of soil,
and they can play a principal role in a certain perlod.
Thus, they can never be the fundamental contradiction in" = .-
solls Precisely ‘speaking, this serles of ‘contradlictions ..
makes up ‘the contradictions of fluctuations of fertility; -
and to the contrary, the contradictions in fluctuations of .
fertllity determine the formere In this manner, ‘soil oper=-.
atlons are carried on and further .developed. As--the series.
of contradlctions; 'such as water absorption and evaporation, -
assimilatlon and respirations, -storage and .conveying of - .7
organic matter, formation and conversionsetce, ‘g0 on in the
bodles of plants, they reflect certain aspects of the
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phenomenon of life and also.cpnstitutejthe,fundamental con=-
tradictions in vegetation; i.es, assimiletion snd differen-
tiation (different tygis-of plants are exceptions). R

.. . The contradictlons of fluctuatlons of fertility fac=
tors are the ubiquitous and most fundamental contradictions -
in allftypesﬁof§éb1msif?OnceuﬂaturaljSQil.is used by man for
the cultivatlon of crops in agricultural production 1t enters
e new stage:different from its own, remely the agricultural
.or-farming soil -stage. . Natural soll is form=d under only
natural forces, whereas, K farming soil~is-formed~under~bcth
natural forces and human farming ectivities, tilling, harrow-
ing, hoeing, weeding, irrigation, fertilizations, and so- -
one. ‘Natural soll satisfles the needs of vegetatlion by - -
sporitaneity, while farming soil is made to meet ‘the demands
for the cultivatlion of crops by men's deliberate and consclous
menipulation. Natural soll slowly and gradually changes & ..
by 1tself, whereas farming soll 1s rapldly changed purpose~ . -
fully by peoplels doing.. Consequently, farming soll ls not
a natural thing historlcally, end what is even more signiflcant
is that it is the product or result of human effort and the .
‘basic factor ‘of production. _All these. things together deter-
mine and help 1o promote the fundamental contradlctions of -
soll development and to show the characteristics wlth cer-. -
tainty in the farming soil stage. . - .~ - - - . SR

o In the farming soil stage, two active factors are
added to the development of soils. . They are the requirement
for the .cultivation of crops and men's consclous productive
activities to meet such requirement.n.Consequently,‘contradic--
tions are further complicated.  Flrst of all, the direction -
in which farming soll development is to be made is the con="::

cern of soill reform needed for the particular crops cultivated.‘“

Naturaliy, before-any soil reform is carried out, environ= ' -
mentalfpatxerns;havejto.be;Clearly!ﬁﬁdergﬁongﬁcFor'instance;”.
in order to grow paddy ribé,Lplantgtibnfcrppgg»Vegetables,:.f'
tea[trees5{rubber'trees;fcoffeé,_and‘fhe 1ike, different .
measures have to be taken\SOEas.to*anable\a,great;variety',_\;
of natural soils:to be developed for paddy -soil, plantation -
soil, vegetable garden soll, plantation forest soll, and s0 .
on. So when we analyze the development: of farming soil and
its internal contradictions we must, first of all, ' consider
the requirements for the cultivation of various crops and .
the farming actlvities we are to engage in for:meeting the .
requirementse Secondly, in the farming soll stage, fertility
factors of soil wane and wax under the influence of such -
ever-changing natural forces as weather, underground water, .
land forms, and so- forth, but the waning and waxling are .con-
trolled by:plOwing,~harroWing,araking,zhoeing,fweeding,rrw_\~
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fertilization; and irrigatlon to satisfy the needs for crop
growth. . Hencg the waning and waxing of fertility factors
of farming soil is adtually the interaction and unity be-
tween thé operating natural effects in soil under the in-
fluence of natural forees and the working of man-made effects
in soll under the influence of human forces. For dxample,
the salt content of spline so1l-is) on the one hand, under=
going a certaln process of wanlng &nd waxing under the effect
of natural forces such as the underground water level, water
. guality, seasonal variatlons in weather, and the like (thls
is also called the procebs of natural actions), while on the
other hand, 1t is undergoing another’ type of waning and waxing
under the influence of human power, such as:flushing and " |
draining of salt, Shallow‘harrowing,for!salt"removal,Qcopipus
application of organic fertilizers, and s0 on,.to prevent _
¢rops from being harmed by salt by changing the amourt and
‘type of salt and ‘time required for the accumulation of salt —
ardund’the'roots*Offérops'(this:is-also called the process
of himan actions). Under any specific conditions and at = o
any time and place, whether the saline feature of soll harms
1% or not is the direct result of the action-counteraction .
and unity between the natural and the human influencess .
Conditions of salt content in soll are like this and so are
. hccording to the above analysis, we found that the
principal motiveting force behind the development of farming
soil is, for maximum satisfaction of the requirements for
more crop yeilds, the contradictions in the soill between "
patural influences end human powers. -This palr of cortradlc~
tions emerge with the appearance.of=and7have;determinedfthe
special features of farming soil “throughout the entire develop=
ment of the latters In understanding the fundamental coli=
tradictions in soil, we must bear in mind at all times the"
promise of maximum: satlsfactlon of the requirements for more

crop ylelds; end under no clrcumstances, should we view the
natural effect process 'and the humen effect process operatling
under the joint influence of natural and human forces as
something working in isolatlon. - They are merely two phases
~of a pair of contradictionS»whiohfare interdependent, lnter=-
onen,fdo-existipggjand-interacting, and not two irrelevant
processes lndependently existing in solls ST

. ' Generally speaking, the human effect process in farming
goil is the main gulde of the contradictions. Undoubtedly,
with the development of productivity in human soclety and.
the people's increasing understanding of soll, the human
effect in-soil is more and more obvlous as the mein gulde.
However; in the varlous specific stages of development, these
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two processéS'in;soil'are,continuously waning and waxling and .
mutually converting. e — R
v 'QFromvthe'adee‘statement,.Weffound that even though -

the,fuﬁdamental:contradiations:in the wening and waxing of-
fertility factors rvemaln unchanged in the process of farming
soil‘developméht,;thejcdntradictions,betﬁeén]the natural -
effect pr@cess,and‘the~human‘efiect process have appeared

in soil with the appearance Qf,fafming,sdiljand,haVe'mutaully;
counteraqtedAeach;otherﬁtd,bgcbmewthéffundamental contradictions -
in,farmingASoilai‘This'pair“gf cbﬁ%radictibns-dete:mines=the¢4
essential characteristlos of farming soil and‘hanmuCh‘bearing
in the development and existence of other contxadictidns;-: -
Soil and farming soll have properties in common and are .
1irdividually related. The realtions are both pariicular and
generals, The cormor properties of natural soll end farming
soil lie in the fact that both possess the natural intrinsilc
property of a natural body and ‘both have the quality of belng
fertile. The speclal property:of;farmingnsoil‘lles“in that -
1% is used as material of agricultural production and in ‘the . -
new properties it produces, while.its essential feature is
the possession of economlc fe:tility."Fertility‘of gsoil is
not determined by men, whereas the economic,fertility‘of e
soil is the resultant effect of active,productive,activities
of a society upon soile =~~~ - . ' e
.. .. To view soil as independent matter having a special
'0pérationa1'form'and»with‘fertility'as 1ts essential char= .
acteristic, and which is in continubusvdeveloPMentudue to
“4ts complex internal'cbntradicitions, is a strong rebuttal .
to the view which regards soil-as’a.mlxturE“Qi_mechanically
_unrelated‘organic”materials,and mineséaise If one held the
“latter view, he would not be ‘able to solve the problem of

soil derelopment by means of its;internal<contradictions,

“but would grossly exaggerate a certalr partial process in a
singlé“phase‘and;mistake 1t for the basic process of soil
developments = Such an'errdneous»view,of_development_would )
1qgically'and.necessarily 1ead@toLthe,reasoningfthat.the[
mo tivating power behind soll development 1s no% in ‘soil 1t-
self but in the eéxternal factors affecting soll formation - .
such ags weathery etc..Obviously,;as_torwhat_SOilvis; how
'soil is developed, and other basic problems such as what the
. driving force 1is after soil«development,mthé’metaphysical'
view is wrong. A&s a matter of fact, such a view regards'’
'soil as ‘& mixture of dead and gquiet things with only quan-
titative but not qualitative changes. R
AR Our anglysis of the internal contradictions of soil
._Tis'a‘ﬂecéSsaryfprerequisite for the,understanding,of soll.
From materialistic dislectics we have also learned that in
analyzing complex things we must stert with the analysis
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of their mpst basic contradictions, namely, the internmal..-
contradictions. But the confirmation that internal. contra-
dictions in soil are the basic cause of soll development, is-
by no means to be construed as ignorigg the- ‘significance of .
external conditions. On the contrary, like all other things,
" s0il cannot be separated from its surrounding environment .

to stand alone in the natire it is actually closely. related
to, checked and balanced«by, and Torms ‘the two profilés of

a contradiction withs Tor this reason, when we study the -
Operating rules ‘and patterns of the internal contradictions.
of soil, we must-understand the dialectic relationship be--
tween soll and its environmental conditions. Otherwiss;

we cannot gain a correct understanding and make ‘an effective
reform of soil,

. Boll is a constituent part of nature ag a. Whole and
is- formed ‘under the comprehensive influence of various ex= ..
ternal factorss Weather has a direact effect on weathering
" of soily release of nutrients, type and speed of the synthesl-
zation and decomposition:of orgenic matter, features of the .
shifting of matter, &dnd water and heat conditions in soil.-
Topographlcal conditions regroup and re=distribute soil=-
affecting factors auch as sunlight, .temperature, atmospheric
recipltation, etcs Parent materlals of:soil affect a series.
of special features of the physical properties,: physioa, S
mechanical properties, and chemical ‘reactions in.soll. ==
Biologlcal factors are even more .essential in soll. formation
and conservation for they are present in the vicissitude of
birth, life, and death of living things; and due to these

o+ factors, nutrient elements needed by green plants are pre=-

served and accumulated in and not entirely leached off.from
~soil. Nitrogen, which'is necessary for the growth of plants,
is also a product of blologlecal activities. The impoxtant -
reason why soll i1s different from weathered rock fragments:.
or 1ts own parent materials lies in the fact that it possesses
“the most baslc fertility factors which are built by bilogical
actlons and effects. Therefore, we may say that among the . .
~ various factors affecting the: formation of soil, biologioal
-factors are ‘the primary ones.: B
These factors serve as: external conditions of soil, ‘
and are not isolated things but act collectively upon the =«
solls For instance, if precipitation remains unchenged, - -
the amount of water entering the soll depends on topography -
and slope of the land. :In mountainous areas and hilly re-
“glons, exposure, temperatuare, humldity, etc., vary a. great -
deal with different slopese  Such variations will in turn -
meke the distribution of vegetation non-uniform. .Different -
types of vegetation have an effect on adjusting the flow of -
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surface water and local strface weather condltions. There~ .
fore, we must treat the external faotors as a complicated .
and inter-controlled organiic integral which collectively
scts upon soil. Conversely;. features of soil also, to a
certain extent, affect types of vegetatlion, topographlcal .
formations, and particulars of loocal urface weather conditions.
Consequently, only when we cen grgép the patterns and rules .
of changing inter-relatlonshlps amoﬁg@the-external;faptors_.
and the counteraction and unity between such inter=relatlion=
ships ahd the soil can we corrently understand the dlalectlc
relation of soil and its external conditions. - .Then we can .
effectively adjust the relatlons esmong these.external'ﬁactqms
and control the intermal clianges in soil. . T

"~ YWhat we spoke of above are the relations among ine= .
dividual factors under natural conditions.. However, when
farming activitlies began, people actlvely interfered with
nature so as to mske it work for the benefit of man... Wild - -
plants which had been the original forces affecting soll have
now been replaced by cultivated crops. Land that was uneven .
has now been levelled., Besides, men have greatly changed .
the quality of soll by means of cultivating activities,
fertilization, irrigation, and other.farming measures, and
as a consequence, a new quality which does not exlst under
natural conditions has now been realized, So human farmlng
activity has,. in the development of farming soil, become 2
strong'factor-affecting~sbil,a<Qualitatively speaking, human
effects are different from natural factors. In production-
practice, man can understand the pattern of and the law -
governing soil and 1ts extermal faciors, and thereby consciously
and purposefully adjust the relations among the varlious o
factors which, subsequently; are directed toward human needs.
Marx once-said that the very essence of soll maturationy . - .
which serves as an ‘indicator and a record of human inter- . .
.ference in the formation and development of soil, compels . .-
the soll development process to be weakened or strengthened
as a result of changes in quentity and relative relations
of variaus factors and changes in environmental conditlons,
and thet the entire process of soll formation has found a
new direction while soll has acquired new quallitles as a
result of changes in compositlon relationse.: Such gualities -
were not previously possessed by some types of soll, but - =
were partially possessed.in other types of solls ~Since. this
is the case, human production activities, on the one hand,
have directly changed the quantities and ratlos of the various
factors of soil send adjusted and controlled 1%ts internal
contradictions, and on the other hand, have also changed the
external environmental conditions affecting 80ll. Thereby,
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goil has scquired new qualities and has moved in the directlon
of being beneficial to mankind. - S '
L Human productlqn activity is . an external factor
‘affecting soil, and it affects soll in joint action with ,
other factors (natural -factoss), However, 1t i1s not qualli~ .
tatively the same as natural factors. In other words, it 1s
not voluntarily, but comsciously, affecting soil. It is on
the basis of a thorough understanding -of the operationsal ,
patterns of s011 and’ the dialectic relatyonship -between it .
.and its external conditicns that we must make a forceful and
“purposeful soll reform. Thus, to ignore:the view of human
factors 1s wronge Of coursey it should be considered as a
step toward correct understanding of thepatterns and laws . .
governing soll development so that subjective initlatlve can
be better developeds =~ T S RS ,
" Soil and its external factors form a contradictory
unity. However, external factors of soll can only exerclse
their influence through its internal contradictions.  For
instance, atmospheric temperature can only affect soll. -
through the heat conductivity of the soll. Por example,
under the same weather conditions, a young plant in the black
soil 6 Ehs “EEEE o fra vt Yage e -preen-end-duzuplant, uhlle
the same plant is often burned to death in the hot sandy
soll to the west of the same village. The death of the plant
in the field to the west of the village was indirectly caused
by sunlight and atmospheric temperature but .directly by @
sudden cold and sudden hot temperatures in the hot sands
soll of course texture containing much granular quartz but .
1ittle organix matter, Chalrman Mao used the example that
at the proper temperature eggs can be turned into chickens
but rocks cannote And he further taught usy"Materlallstic
dlalectics place external causes as conditions and internal
, causeS?aS‘the»basiS‘of-changes,?but‘it is -through internal

iy

" causes that the externsl causes work."2 :So we must begin
with the internal contradictions of soil and study- carefully
and scrupulously how external conditions work through inter=-
nal contradictions as mediums.’ Péople who think that -under
 certain weather condltions certain types of soll emerge
and certain types of rocks are weathered to. become certain
kinds of soils really do not understand this fundamental
principle. : o T o e A

’ Chairman Mao sald, "The cosmologlcal view of dlalectlcs
‘is primarlly to teach people how to properly observe and
analyze the contradlctory operations: of all sorts of things,
and how to discern,the=methods‘fOr”solving such contradictions
on the basls of this'analysis."5"Scil is a complex synthesls
of contradictionse To know and to reform it, we must begin
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with the analyslis of its various types of contradictions and
the different angles of eath contradictionss We need %o
analyze the nature of the internal countradictions of soil
and 1ts basic contradlctlons, the dotitradictlons among factors
serving‘as'externalfconditions;of goll, how gntithetical
unity 1s reached between:soll and’ its external factors, and .
how the external factors work by way of internal contradic-
tiong. ~ Only in thls manner can we truly and thoroughly . -
understand the operational patierna and rules of soil = -
development and make 'an energetic reform. L
: - Opposition between dialectlcs and metaphysics is shown
clearly ‘in the process’of man's understanding soll, In the'.
study of solls, there are & few -different views such as the
following: The first view does not seek the regularlity
in quality between other things and soll through. its special
operational form but regards soll as a body of dead &nd un=
moving mixtures. = The second view does not begin with an ..
analysis of the internal contradictions of soll to find the .
pasic causes of soll development, but concludes that the.
forces behind soil development are weather factors which are
the external conditlons of solle A third view does not con-
sider external factors affecting soll as a comprehensive
entirety which work by way of the internal contradictions of
soil but treats them as isolated and thereby exaggerates the
‘effect of each factor upon soll. ¥e must make o gbtrong and
determined criticue on the metaphysical views in the under-
standing -of soll and.insist:on»the;dialectical-materialistic
view to get & correct understanding of soile .. .

A correct understanding.of. soll.ls necessary for . .
a more ‘effective reform.of soll so that soils can.be developed
for the beneflt to man. On the other hand, in order to make
a ‘more effective reform of soll, we must give due regard to-
and correctly understand the objective patterns of and rules
governing soil development, . . - S ' T

C The process which we have gone through in agricultural
production in the last several thousand years 1s a procéss.
of continuous understanding, control, and reform of soll.
And during the process, our underspanding,has‘gainéd depth,
waile control and reform have gradually became more accurate,
effective, an? extenslve. The mission of pedological studies
" is to gain a more profound understandning of the objective
" regularity of soll operatlons and to develop more extensive,
effective, and accurate control and reform of soll so as to
promote the development of agricultural production. However,
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some of the old pedologlists often overlook or even deny the
consclous and tremendous influence of man in soil reform and
unilaterally emphasize the natural factors determining the . . .
properties of soil (particularly weather factors), and ignore
the enormous effect of humen production activities in alter-
ing the properties of soil. . Consequently, in classlfying
soils, they use the effgcts of natural factors as advanced
and higher criteria of glassification, whille influences of
human factors are used a#® elementary ahd lower criterla of
classificatlon. R o : - SRR
- Since 1958, we hai’e found in the natlon-wide mass move-
‘ment for soll surveys, intensive cultivetion, and soll reform
a great number of facts which show that after the objective -
patterns of laws governing soll operations are thoroughly o
undégstood, not only can we control and change the nature of -
solls by means of varlous kinds of farming manipulatlions, but.
we can further change solls into solls wlth different proper=
tles, and not only can we change different soils in a small
area into solls of similar naturey, but we can do the same
thing by humen effort in reglons wilth different cllmates.
Naturally, 1ln practice, we have to begln with specific con-
ditions and carefully consider the merits and demerlits and to
welgh the advantages and dlsadvantages before we can adopt
the appropriate measuress S . o ' :
- In the areas surrounding Peiplng, we conducted a better
crop yileld experiment with the farmers. = Having understood '
the pattern and regularity of soll changes and the soll con-
ditions needed by crops in different growlng periods, we then
employed all kinds of measures to adjust water, alr, heat, and
fertilization in -the soll to glive the maximum satisfaction to .
the growth of the crops. For instance, 1t is better for the
~ wheat to bud early in the Spring, and it needs a well cultl-.
> vated and relatively warmer soll. But when the ground thaws -
in the Spring, the wheat flelds in the region of Pelping are
often too wet and the low temperature rlses very slowly. Ob-
viously, such soll conditions are not proper for the budding
of wheat, so the farmers teke such measures as applylng warm .
fertilizers in the winter, surface harrowlng, and so forth,-
so as to-adjust the water content and ventilation of the soil
and raise the ground temperature., The result is a filve to-
seven day advancement of wheat budding time and the satis-
faction of the.soll requirements necessary for the budding :
perlod. After the wheat begins to grow high, the rapid growth
requires sufficlent water and nutrients. Vhen the temperature
-1s rising and the frozen layer of soll l1s completely thawed, -
the unfavorable weather conditions in the area, such as scanty
precipitationy dry winds, and high evaporation, cause a&. =
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tremendous loss of water from the goll and create a Spring
droughts - That is to say that soll condltions in the natural
setting are unfit for the further growth of buddling young'
wheats = A R T o
.- To combat the situation, the farmers employed methods :
1ike watering, proper medium tilth, and.a series of experliences
consisting of early mediim tilth for ground warming, multiple
medium tilth for earth loosening,.and deeper medium tilth for -
resisting flood and drought. .Of course, this is only the - v
experience of one regiomn, vhile in different regions stndles
shoilld be mede together with speclal-weather and soll condi-
tions. This example tells how ouf ‘farmers, through lopg ...
production practice, understand the patterns of and laws gove
“erning soil operations and have snalyzed the supply-demend
contradiction between crops and soil and -thereby adjusted the
veriations of water, fertility, air, and heat In soil to bet=
ter satisfy the needs of crops. - SRR e
It is in this very manner that people consclously and
with purpose reform and control the changes of solls in a )
long process of agricultural production. After years, decades,
or centuries of cultivation, soils have changed their origlnal
form or appearance and acqulred new qualities which they have
never possessed before. For instance, in the plantation soll
in North China, there are such soll structures as mature soll,
plowing bed ‘soil, cold soil, and young immature soil which
did not exist when 1t was under purely matural conditlons. : .
They are all evidences of human soll reforme - R
~ As was described above, with the understanding of the
regularity of soll operations, men can adjust and control soll
changes8 in accordance with the needs of crops, and the long= -
term adjustment and control of soil will malke basic changes in
1t, In the meantime, people can thoroughly change the quali=-
ties of soll by revolutionary means in a relatively short period.
Por example, in the foothills in the greater Peiping suburbs,
there are vaest areas of "young yellow soil" (brown soil, as 1%
was called before), which is sticky, leaches and plows poorly,
and is not drought resisting. Thus, farmers can only grow
such drought resisting crops as splked millet and a certain -
type of beans, of which the per. mou production 1ls much less " -
than one hundred chin. Lo , S -
When we were conducting a typical survey of this. type
of soil in Chleng-kuan Commune in' Mi~yuan Hslen, we were told
the following story by the good old country folks: After the
collective farm was organized, we applled a great quantlty of -
mixed sand and enimal manure in this kilnd of young yellow solle.
Three years later, the top six tstun of surface soll was less
sticky, became easy to cultivaté, and had increased in =~ - - -
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percolation and drought resistance. Corn and wheat began to
be grovm on this new type of soll and the production was
close to 200 chin. After the improvement, we called the
young yellow soil second yellow soil. After the establish-
ment of the people's commune, hot dnly was even a greater .
amount of animal manure,add§%1=buﬁ the soll was also deepen=
ed by two ch'ih, - Starting this year, this soll area wlll be
irrigated; and this type pf soil will be nelther sandy nor
sticky, but just right for farming., It has good percolation
and water retention, and as a result, 1t will be drought re-
sisting end flood proof and suitable for crops of higher cash
value, such as corn, wheat, vegetables, and the llke, The
per mou yield will easily amount to four or five hundred chin,.
which is equal to that of old yellow soil (which used to be
called light=colored meadow soil) by the rivers, .Thus, this
‘second yellow soil) which is top grade land now, should be
Tightfully called old yellow soil in the future. The above
story of immense changes, told by the good old natlve country
. folks, was further proved by the result of our analysis of

the phgsical, chemlcal, and other quallties of these three
kinds of soill, : - B . _
L - When we asked about their experilence i1n turning young
yellow soll into o0ld yellow soil, the good old native country
folks answered, "Of the many defects of young yellow soll,
the majority are.caused by 1ts stickiness, If soll is sticky,
it will be poor in. percolation, .so the ground will be dry and
-very hard to plow. It will easily cake together and affect
the budding of vegetatlons When the stickiness of the soil
was corrected; the soll became water-percolating, preserved
its riobness, was flood-resisting, drough~endurlng, and easy
to till, ard would not cakes The removal of stickiness re- -
guires mixing with sand and manure, for it is sand which makes
soil loose or coarse in texture, and manuré makes soll rich
or. fate." It is in the long practice of production that our
farmers.have fully reallzed the pattern of and laws governing
soll changes, have grasped the key problems, and have changed
soil conditions so as to make soil change in the direction of
being beneficial to agricultural production. =~ = ,

- . The above is an example of a typlcal survey which very

 well explains that the change of young yellow soil 1nto old
yellow soil 1s a product of human effort. Wilithout human pro-
. duction activities, there would be no old yellow soll of this
. kind.,  Young yellow soll changes into second yellow soll,
which in turn chenges into o0ld yellow ‘Soll, which is entirely

-.. different from the original soil in quality. - This process

serves to explaln that human production activities not only
can affect solls but also can manipulate soll 1n a certain
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direction coinciding with the needs of human production _
sotivities. In the past, young yellow soll in the foothills
and old yellow soil along the streams were viewed as two
qualitatively“differenx,types'of soil formed under the in-
fluence of different landeforms, types of underground water, -
weather condltions, and’ other types of natural factors, and
that human power was not capable of changing the qualltative:
differences betWeén'theltwo.:-But*thé:féCts‘have‘shownsthat,.f
human production activities can, indéed, change the propertles
If we take paddy soll as an example, we can see that

not only two types of qualitatively different solls formed .
under the same natural condltions in the same climatic reglon
can be made into solls of slmlilar character, but even in dif=-
ferent climati¢ reglons, soils of similar properties can be -
made by human action. According to the research findings of -
the Institute of Pedology of tle Academy of Sclences of China,7
1t is.verified that the many types of paddy soll in a wilde -
variety of climatic regions'(including'Kiangsi, Kwangsi, Yunnan,
and cther provinces) with different origins, natural settlngs,
cultivation conventions and methods, maturing pattérns, etcs,.

»

can be made very similar in a number‘Of‘fertilitylfeatures such
ags acidity, organic matter; structure, cultivability, and '
nutrients through adjustments of water content and air condi-
tions in soll and alternating wet cultivation maturlty end
dry cultivation maturitye In other words, in order to satisfy
the speclal requirementsﬂfor‘paddy rice growth, a kind of paddy
soil is created with special soil properties and fertility
features which are absent in natural soils and all other types
of soile Thus paddy solls Im diffcront regions have shown
even more properties ln common. Differences due to natural
factors still exist, but have been reduced to secondary im=-
portance; and the longer the history of cultivation and the
more concentrated operation 1is, the more obvious the effects -
of human factors upon soll are, = ' -~ -~ R

, From 'the above-~mentioned examples,-we can see the fol=
lowing summary: If soll conditions under natural settings are
unfit for the requirements of more and better yilelds ‘of wheat,
they can be made to satlsfy the requirements by means of a
series of measures to change the condlitions of water, fertility,
alr, and heat in soll. Thrcugh' the conscious production actl-
vities of man,. the influences of natural factors like land-forms,
underground water; etce, upon young yellow soil cai be modified
to change the soil‘into'old'yelIOW‘soil'entirelyrdifferent‘if

from the original. Solls of great difference in various reglouns

also can be turned into fertile paddy soils of similar pro- °
perties by altering the effects of weather and other natural’
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factors.in the prodess ¢f'man's ocultivation: of paddy-rices .. .-~

- ’All these .facts have explained that man gan, through . .-
the practice of proéduction understand .the.pattern of -and laws:
governing soll changes aq@tthﬁréby,ﬁinwaqcordancegwith the de=~
mands of agricultural preduction, adjust and comtrol soll .
changes so-as. to exert greater influence. on soil and- thoroughly
alter 1ts nature.. Thus, ‘human- production ectivities can strong-
ly reform s80il, but the extent o6f reform is primarily determined
by the degree of man's understanding of the objective rules . -
governing soil operations and ‘the level of productivity. . Also,
we must have a correct and profound understanding of the pat-
terns of and laws governing soil operations, be. gulded by cirs
cumstancesy and do what is sultable to the locatlon to.fully. .-
make ‘use of and promote favorable factors and limlt and elimine
ate unfavorable factors. . Then and only then' can we cause sSoll
to develop in the direction of. benefit to-human beings. The .-
denlal ‘of man's conseious motivation in the understanding and
reforming of 's0il and the metaphysical views regarding-soll - .
properties as being completely.determined by natural factors -.:
are not only erroneous but also extremely harmful, This kind.
of thinking disarms people dn their: struggle against nature
and -causes them to teke a strateglcally passive position..

. Nevertheless, we recognize the glgantic motivatlion of -
human beings in the process of understanding and reforming. -
soll and not by means of entertaining the thought of possibly
ignoring the objective-rules.and other objective condltlons
and doing what they pleases - To develop greater subjective - -
motivatlion, one must go deeper to understand and utilize ob=-
Jective rules.  Engels sald, "Freedom 1s not the isolatlon of
natural laws in imagination, but rather it depends on the under=
standing of these lawse Furthermore, on the possibllity de~ .-
rived from such uvnderstanding, natursl laws are made with:design
to work for a certain‘purpose¢98 ~In pedology, . the princlpal .
thing ls to understand and make: use of the rules.and laws. of ...
soil and thereby reform soil with energy and serve:agricultural
productions.. . .. - - S P S L R LY

~According to Marxzism, understanding originates from ...
practice and is a gulding force for the latter., -The same is’ ™
true with man's understanding of soil and its reforming process
in agricultural productions After several millienla of pro= - . .
duction toil and through. innumerable trials and errorsy our
farmers havevunderstood;and~used;thevregulariﬁyﬂand-pa%ternsvv
of soil operatlions and efficlently controlled and reformed
soils. Especially slnce. liberation and the Great Leap Forward,
they have shown even greater linltiative.::In:order . to reallze
record- production, they have, through a series of technical ..
measures like optimum dense growth, intensive cultivailon, soll
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reform; reaschable irrigation and fertilization,and so forth, -
created -the best possible environment needed .for the reallza-
tion of record yields,: 'For the purpose, of ‘carrylng out plan-
tation cultivation they have, in-the shortest possible time,
turned the "raw earth" exposed .after:develing and rading
of“land;'into‘"matureiséilﬂfand:intau”rich~(or~£at§rsoil.;_rwn-f
~and"they have even made-the "rich soil'.richer.. .So with .the .
fast development. of agricultural production, humen-under--: .. -
standing of control over and reform-of solil are.continuously - . ;
intensified:  During the 'rapld development of agriculture -- .-
production, pedology must, through.practical production ex-. .
perience, ralse 'dnd sum up popular efforis to bring.about
better understanding of soil and' to more thoroughly and - = .
efffciéntly control and reform soll. so’that human initlative
for the understanding and reforming of nature can be Ffully K
developed.’ Chalrman Mao has :taught us that."All thoughts '~
based on and in accord with facts are correct thoughts, and ' .-
all actions based:on corréct thoughts are correct actlons. -
We must encourage such thoughts and actions and bring to -
light this kind of initiative.,"9 That is to say.that cor-.
rect theories are necessarily the theories that accord with
facts, and only this kind of theorles are genulne sclentific
theories which can lead people t0 the:better development of
subjective inltiativeev vi o v oo Lo L e

;o i-In the understanding and reforming of soll we must, - °
first of all, reject partiality which sees only the influence -
of natural factors on soll and ignores or even dehles human
initiative in the understanding and reforming of soll., In . -
praétical ‘work, partialiiy in the understanding of so0il L
~%111 necessarily lead to the ‘conelusioi that "man cannot win
over heaven," ' Eventually,: this sort of thinking will ln=-'- - = -
evitably ‘lead to-a fall into the mire of fatalism. " For in=- . - .
stance, during the soll -survey conducted iln Turfan depresslon - ..
in Sinkiang;“theré.Weré‘pEOpleuwho‘saWeonly'the?unfavbréblegwg.r
natural factors affecting soil, such as the low terrain in = o~
the reglons near lakes, high underground water level, easy =
accumulation of salt in’ the heavy and stlckly soil, and the
like, and forgot to' analyze the favorable aspects, especlally -
‘the enormous human influence ou soll and the effect of human .
motivations., ' Consequently, they reached the concluslon - 5
to recommend the removal of the farms elsewhere. : However, - :°
farms in the reglon hawe brought water from places over fifty -
kllometers away. With the water brought and a dralnage -
cansl built, they engaged in large=-scale -salt-flushing and. -
greatly ‘improved the heavily saline soll. The year after =~
the soll survey, cotton production was the highest in the
nation. - This fact has overthrown the conclusion of: "forced - .-
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removal due to poor conditions.~ Another example 'of ‘poor
surve¥ conclusions comés from'a soil investigation” conducted
in ch'ang-hsin-tien area-in, metropolitan Peiping for the pur-' :
pose of locating farm ‘sitesy The reoommendation ‘made by - -
some people was that the sald area was too sandy,’ wet, alka= -
line, and sterile for farming., The “final -outcome ‘was that
not only were farms built in the gréa; but the first year
average production per acre topped 400 ehin; which is'a re=-
cord surpassing that of the Yellcw River regions. Examplesﬁ*
like this are innumérableé: | o
‘On . the other handj while Wwe' may strategically treat'”
diffidulties with contempt in understanding and: reforming - ™
goil, we must tectically glve ' attention to all -sorts of
‘difficulties., That is, while emphasizing initiative, we must-
give due regard to objectively exlsting laws and conditions.';
In conducting soil reform we must insist on' the principel T
of doing what is best for the places. Tor instance, con=
ditions can be altered, but before changes are made, we can’
only take measures which are- adapted to the environment.' Some
conditions can be changed, while others cannot. "For instance,
uncultivated raw soil derived from levelling and grading '
land is hard, sterile, and too’ coarse for the' growth of crops.:
On the one hand, the big pleces 'are broken . up' by farmers @ -
through more plowing and harrowing, ‘and on ‘the-other ‘hand by
such natural forces as wind, the sun, and Weathering of all
sorts. So we have to examine the possibility of 'soil reform
to understand the circumstance and do ouribest to reform soils
in the simple, most effective, and most economical Way'e: N
must fully understand 'the characteristics:of agricultural
production and the difficulties and complexlity of manls
fight against nature. Insofar as the relation between crops -
and solls are concerned, farm crops are. 1iving things of
different kinds with many distinct features, Agricultural}“*f
productlon, 1s, to & great extent,: limited and controlled -
by natural conditions, some of which change with different
seasons of the year, while others vary with different 1ocel-
ities. There are a great many differences between' different
types of soills, and contrasts between farming regions are};_
also quite. striking. But 81l these differences are not ="~
ihcorrigible., Our proper understanding about Boil- nust be as
followse.  On the one hand, we ought to know that all conditions
are manageable and - corrigible., Corrigibility, of course,’ o
applies to solls of all types. Our understanding would s ¢ "
emount to partiality if we failed to realize this. - on the ¢
other hand, conditions are contrete ‘and gpecific, Different
regions have’ ‘different special features, If we fall to = ' ™
recognize’ these features and picture homogeneous features, '
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If we fall to recognize these features and plcture homogeneous
features for the soils in allregions, we will be at a loss
and naively mistaken. In other words, in understanding and

reforming soill, we must pay close attention to both the pecul=
larity and the universality of contradictions.

. In our .country, rich experlences in socialistic agri-
cultural production are the motivating force behind the im-
provement and develop@ent_df'pedoleiéal‘sciences/, After
the liberation and especlally since the Great Leap Forward,
our enormously huge farming populetion has, under Party = .
1eadgrship,»unleashed;skyrocketing and revolutionary energy
to launch &-.soil reform movement, At the height of the 1958
Great Leap Forward, more than seven million farmers through-",
out the country .launched a popular campaign for soll surveys,
Within a yeap,s preliminary survey was .completed for the 1.6
billion mou of arable land in the entire nation; and thus
we were able to know in great detall the various types of
s0il in all parts of the country. By so dolng a good founda-
tion was lald for the execution of the "elght word constl-
tutions of agriculture"--use soil, reform soll, correct
application of soil. At the same time, a nation-wide drive
for intensive cultivation and 80il reform was also launched. .
Up to last. Spring, the amount of land .being intensively =
cultivated had reached over 80% of the l.4 billion mou and .
#50 million mou of previously low yleld land had been improved
to different- degrees, Owing to several successive years of
popular effort in irrigated areas, by 1958 the land being
irrigated amounted to more than one billion mou, which was
a four=-fold increase., Fertilized areas and the extent of
fertilization were also greatly incréased.. It 1s bscause of
such large scale land reform and employment of all sorus of .
production boosting measures that crop ylelds have luwvwsved
continuously. From 1949 to 1958, the average incrcase 1n
food production was raised from 140 chin to 275 chin per
mou, and cotton from 21,6 chin to 49 chin per mou.

. Universal soll surveys, lntenslve cultivation, soll
reform, irrigation advancement, increased fertilization,
collectivization of vast areas, and a number of other mea-
sures have changed the appearesnce of our 1,6 billion mou of
arable land, and the fertllity of the land is rapldly risinge.
. Salt has been flushed off previously saline solls; the ‘
priginally. sandy and barren land is how paddy fields and
orchards, dead soll that appeared often and levelling
and greding was qulckly made into live soil, and the live
soil into rich soil; and paddy fields in the South are day
by day being enriched by fertilizers made from. blood and dead
bodles of animals such ag eels. These gigantlc achievements
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are the result of the first battle in our war agains?t the.
gsoil. In the future, we shall undoubtedly even more profoundly
and thoroughly reform and control soll and make 1% work for
the welfare of the people.. In fthe course of such an affluent
end socialistic farming prabtice, our pedological sciences will
certainly be even more. rofbundlgireformed and rapidly develop=-
ed. Meanwhile, production prattites wlll also ralse lmmense
assignments for pedologyé A%t present, all types of low=yleld
land, such as saline and alkaline land, sandy land, clay land,
muddy land, hilly land, etc., constitute three-tenths of the
total arable land in the rgtion, or even more 1if low swampy

land end flood endangered land are included. How to reason=
ably and fully utilize poor land and remote land is a very lm-
portant problem (see the editorial in Jen-min Jih-pao, 14
December 1960). Besides, in order to carry out collectiviz=-
ation of large areas, to reallze blgger ylelds in large areas,
to promote nation-wide intensive cultivation and soll reforms,
to carry out what is stipulated in the forty paragraphs of the
"Outline of Agricultural Development," and to accomplish the
great and grand plan for agricultural modernization, more con=
tributions are required from pedology for the soclalistic con-
struction of our country. :

To make our pedology advance better and faster, we must
fight all the metaphysical and 1deslistic views of the capltal=-
1stlc olass with strong resnlution and under the guldance of
Marxism, Leninism, and the teachings of Mao Tse-tung so as to
make our pedologlcal scliences a cltadel for the thought of
materislistic dialectics and a powerful weapon for the advance=
ment of our agriculture. .

Footnotes:
1

The Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, vol. 1, 1952
edition, PPe 29 '2970

27ne Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, vole 1, 1952
edltion, p‘o 297 e ‘

' 37he Selected Works of Mao Tse-tunsg, vol.‘l, 1952
edition, ppe 315=316.

4gge Selected Worke of Mao Tse-tung, vols 1, 1952
edition, pe 350G,

21



LENR. 5The Selected Works of Mao Tse-tugg vo:L. 1, 1952
edition, Ps 2914 .

5gge Sel egted Uo;ks g; Iao ge=tung ’ vol. 1, 1952
- edition’ Pe 292.

. o4 L

7 2ty ian VHSu ~DEO ’. vol. 8; no. 2, pp. 79-100.‘

5 -

o BEngels, Agtia@uhr&gmb People 8 Publishing Gompany
1956, p. 117‘ S T . B

T ‘-,.', RE

", vol. 2, 1952

10,453
€s0: 1718-8/1

22




... OHE VERY ESSENCE OF THE CONTRADICTORY PROBLEM
- "ON.THINGS IN GENERAL IS THE CONTRADICTION
" BETWEEN CONFORMITY AND HOSTILITY

. [Following is the translation of an article by
‘Chung Hsueh (4191 1331) in Che=hsueh Yen-chiu
- ‘(Philosophy Research), Peiping, No. 1, 25
;“’:Januaryvl961, pp.'32--41_._7:p Do e

1. Where is the Key?

The problem of the relationship between the conformity
and hostility of contradiction is the center of several prob=-
lems cohcerning the law of the unity of opposites as being
discussed by philosophers at the present time. Due to the
differences in the understanding of the problem, the answers
to the other problems are different. The many diversified
ideas do result fundamentally from the different viewpoints .
adopted toward the solution of the problem of -the relationship
between the conformity and hostility of the aspects of contra=-
dictione.  Comrade Hsieh Ching (5641 7231) viewed this relation-
ship as being that of the unity of opposites. But from there
" on, he maede many erroneous concluslons such as "struggle 1s .
also relative." Other comrades, in pointing out the errors
of Comrade Hsieh Ching, went to the other extreme. They fun-
damentally repudiated the theory that the relationship between
the two is the unity of opposites. Where then is the key to
the problem? -~ - -~ - e

-~ "We think that the key lies in the questlon of whether
or not we truly recognize the relatlionship of the unity of
opposites between conformity and hostility.  The mistake of

Comrade Hsieh Ching is not due to the fact that he tried to
analyze the relationshlp as a unity of opposites-relatlionship.
It originated from the fact thet he actually (not verbally)
did not recognize this relationship. Therefore, 1%t is also
incorrect ‘to fundamentally refuse to recognlze thls relatlon-
ship simply because Comrade Hsieh Ching has made many erroneous
conclusions, -~ - . . . o T S :

The unlty of opposites relationship between conformity
and hostility should and must be recognized, because the
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problem of the relationship between the two is actually the
problem of recognizing the relationships between the follow=-
ing qualities: the individual and the common, the particular
end the universal, the relative and the absolute. Comrade

Mao Tese=tung has pointed out. that the_relationships,of these
qualities are "the essence of -contradiction concerning matters
and things. Without a proper understanding of them, 1t 1s
1ike disearding dialectics." ("On Contradiction.")

As @& matter of fact, the orthodox Marxist-Leninist
authors have always looked upon the realtionshlp between
conformity}and’hostility'asja5Unityﬁof'dpposities-relationship.
As everybody knows, Engels, in his "Dialectics of Nature,"
enalyzed a great many natural facts and established ‘the con=-
clusion that the dialectic relationship between conformlty
and hostility is that of the unlty of opposites. He pointed
out that the metaphysicians establlshed conformity and differ-
ence as two absolute opposites. When they soaw conformity, - . -
they fundamentally refused to admit the existence of differ=-
ence. When they saw difference, they iundamentallyfrefused
to admit the existence of conformity. - This is entlrely with- E
out any foundation. Conformity and difference are “the two = -~
poles of the same thing. The reason why these two poles are -
real is due to thelr interaction, and the inclusion of "~ . -
difference within conformity."” ‘:When they are taken apart - -
to. be exanined, they start thelr inter-change."l TLenin - =
further explained the relative and absolute relationship ~ -~ - '~
between confomity and hostility. He pointed out that "the =~
‘conformity aspect of,the~Opp031tesj(uniformity;ﬂconformity,- R
and equilibrium) is ‘conditiontl, “temporary, transient, and - -
relative, but the struggle 'aspect of the mutually exclusive . -
opposites, is absolute, Just 1ike ‘the absoluteness of. develop=
ment: au¢ motion.2-, In hig "On Contradiction,” Comrade Mao’
Tse-tung mede en over-all and detailed ‘analysis of the mutuel’
reldtionship between conformity and ‘hostility, - First, /he 7
snalyzed the differences between conformity and hostility, -
and developed Lehin‘sfthebry{ofﬁthexrelativityiofvcohformity
and the absoluteness df hosti11ty;'=Nexty5he;analyzeﬂ?their',
mutual relationship, and pointed out that absolute -hostility -
lies“1n~reiativeiconfbrmity;'rWithdut-hostility,1there would -
belné“conformiﬁy;f‘He~furtherfstressed"thatmthis-theory;of;'sf
rglativeity and absoluteness is the "ogsence" of contradic-
" But why has thls problem again become the center of = .
controversy? We think that it is engeiidered by our own-lack :
of deep understanding of "the essence of the problem of. -

contradiction-concerning'mattersland*thingsgﬁ e e
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BRI Whether or not there is any relationship between con—
formity and Hostility is a question that requires no. answer,
because in the discussion, everybody ls already trying to
analyze the problem of the relatiohsﬁip between the two, -
and most of the comrades consider %his real tlonship as a
relative and absolute relationshiﬁ. But some comrades look
upon conformity and hostility of contradiction as a dual
quality. They do not constitute two ‘opposites, and therefore ‘
they do not have a unity ¢f opposites relatlonship. ZEven
though 1t 1sa unity of opposites relationship,: it is.
nothing but 'a game of ideas, and not the dialectics for.
matters and things, etc., etc. Ve concur with many comrades"
criticism when they consider Comrade Hsieh Ching's way of
putting a clear line of demarcation between the two as an
ldealistic consideration of their relationship. But for the
sake of clearing up the problem, we must start from reallty,
concretely analyze the contradictions in matters and things, -
and declde whether or not, in considering the relationship
between -the: two as a unity of opposites relationship, we are
-engaged in the dialectics of matters and things or in a
mere game of ldeass

‘In natural phenomena, it 1s not true that mechanical
motions are due to attraction and repulsion as a result of.
the contradictlons between matter? It is not true that the
pysical movement -of the solid, liquld, and gaseous states
are formed by condensation and evaporatlion as a result of
the contradictions between the elements? If the contradic-
tions between the elements do not cause ‘combination and se=
paration, how can the chemlcal phenomena be explained?
Purthermore, if in the contradictions between living organ=-
lems and thelr ‘environment there is no assimilation and .
evolution, how can the life process be imaginable? If in the
contradictlons between parents and progenies there is no
relationship between heredity and mutation , how can there
be the development and change of specles? This is true in ;
nature: the contradictions of all matters and things possess .
a8 dual nature; they all contain the aspects of conformity and
hostillty. Even though in different areas and in different
processes this dual nature has 1ts speclal expression, wlth- -
out exception 1t forms contradictions and the relatlonship
of the unity of opposites, - =~

The same theory can be applied to the different kinds
of contradictions in our social life. I% is impossible that -
the ‘conformity 'and hostility of contradiction have absolutely
no relatiorshlip or form no contradiction, In the-

25




contradiction between the lower and‘the}higher economiec -
strata, 1f there 1s no contradiction of the dual=natured :
fitness and unfitness, there would be no possibility of soclety
developing. If among the different branches of our people's
economy, for example among industry and agriculture, there. -
1s no contradiction of balance and inablanse, the. economy
cannot develop. Besides, in the contradictions that existed
between the different stages of the united front, without . -
the unified and conflicﬁinggduai-natured'oontradiction, the
united front could not' have bheen formed, consolidated, and . = -
developed. ¥Within the dlfferent kinds of contradictions In "
the nation, it is unimaginable that there 18 no. contradiction
between unity and criticlsm. In the Party's .existence, 1f -
there is no contradiction between unity and .criticism, then

the 1ife of the Party will be terminated. Trerefore, in . 1

human ‘society, even though dlfferent kinds of. contradictions
have differ’ :t concrete sltuations, all the contradictions . .
possess the adpects of conformity and hostillty.- 4%t the same
time, they actually form contradictions and actually possess -
the relationship of unity of opposites. = . ' ‘ S
. In conclusion, all the matter and things in nature or -
in soclal 1life are unified contradictions, and all the relation~
ships between the opposites of contradictions possgess the dual
nature of conformity and hositllity. - "Phe opposites of con-
tradiction are at once unified and conflicting. From thls,
the motion and change of matters and things are started.” .-
("on Contradiction") The aspects of conformity and hositlity -
of matters and ‘things exlst objectively in everything. They
are reflected in our ideas. They are facts, They are notb
contradictions formed:in our minds. They are by no means
a game of ideas. L . o B .
"he relationship between the contradletlory opposites
and their dual nature constitute the relationshlp between
conformity and hostility. It cannot be split, nor can 1%
be mixed. Surely, the conformity and hostility of the con=
tradiction of concrete matters and things are at once an
1dentical. and confllicting relationship between the two
opposites of matters and things, and they should never be -
separated from the contradiction of matters and things. It
would be totally erroneous not to recognize thls point. 3But,
the contradiction of conformity and hostility is not the
contradiction of matters and . things itself. It is the con-
tradiction of the dual nature of the .contradiction of matters
~and things. In other words, this unity of opposites relation=
ship is not the unity of opposites relationshlp of the ' . ,
opposites of matters axnd things itself, but that of the con-
formity and hostile dual nature of the opposites . of matters
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and things. Obviously, we cannot entirely consider the unity.
of opposites relationshlp of attraction and repulsion or con-
densation and evaporation as the unity of opposites relation=-
ship between matter and elements. Nor can we conslder the
contradictions between suitability and unsultability or '
balance and imbalance ag completely equal to the contradic-
tions between prdductive foXcés and production relationshlps,
the lower and upper ecénomic strata, and industry and agri-

culture., If we confuse them, it will be a Jcke.

If the contradiction between attraction and repulsion
is the same as the contradiction between two types of matter,
then which type of matter is attracting and which is repelling?
In the same way, 1f the contradiction between suitability and
unsuitability is the same as that between productive forces
and production relationships, then can we say that the pro-
ductive forces are sultable and the production relationships .
unsuitable; or, to the contrary, can we say that the produc~
tive forces are unsuitable and the production relationship
is suitable? Therefore, we cannot confuse in our minds the
dual nature (conformity and hostility) of contradiction of
matter and things with the matter and things themselves.
Attraction and repulsion, condensation and evaporation, com-
bination and separation, assimilation and evolution, fitmess
and unfitness, and balance and imbalance, are the dual nature
relationships of the contradictions of matter and things.
Attraction, condensation, combinatlion, assimilation, fitness,
and balance are the concrete aspects of conformity. Repulslon,
evaporation, separation, unfitness, and imbalance are the
concrete aspects of hostility. "The unification of the
~conditional and reélative conformity and the unconditional
and absolute hostility forms the contradictory motion of .
all matter and things." ("On Contradiction") This mutually.
dependent dual nature of contradiction is located in the con=-
 tradictory relatlonship between matter and things. It is |
this same mutually exclusive, opposite, and struggling dual
nature that starts the development of matter and things.

Some comrades are of the oplinion that the phlloso=
phical concept of conformity and struggle cannot be confused
with the notions of attraction and repulsion, condensation
and evaporation, balance and imbalance, fitness and unfitness,
and unity and conflict. Therefore, 1t 1s impossible to
arrive at the concluslon that because of the exlstence of
"~ contradictions between attraction and repulsion, etc., 'there
is also contradicition between conformity and hostility.

Actually, this kind of opinion only states one side .
of the theory. Threr is another side to it. No doubt, there
is a difference between the notions of attraction and repulsion,
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balance and imbalance,. étc., and the philosophical concept .
of conformity and hostillty. We .should not place an’equal .
sign between the two; ‘but we shouldn't ‘build a high wall -
between the notions Of”attraction*andrrepulsion,‘balance” ,
and imbalance, etc., and the philosophical concept .of con- - . . -
formity and hostility and make a clean division. - This is
because a philosophlical concept 1s nothing but the common .
basic quality of all matter and things, and the reflectlon - .
of the most universal kind of relationshlip, not an out of . -
this world mysterious thinge The relatlonship between philoso-
- phical concepts and common 1deas 1is the relationship between
the universal and the particular,vbetWeen the common gquality
and the individual quality.  Conformity and hostility, when -
considered as philosophical concepts, are nothing but the
general reflection of the conformity and hostility existing
objectivelyfamong'concrete‘matter andthings such as ettractlon
and repulsion, balance and imbalance, etee ...

, Comrade lao Tse-tung considers the balance and imbalance
in our national economy as the concrete expression of conformlty
snd hostilitys He has said: "Each year our nation makes .
an economic plan to arrange for s sultable ratio between re-
serve and comsumption and to-strive for the balance between
production and consumptions The .so-called balance means
the temporary relative unity of contradiction. After the
year is over, this balance as a whole will be upset by the .
struggle of_the‘contradiction."This-kind'of unity will have
changed. Balance-becomes'imbalance,.unity becomes disunlity.
The balance and unity of the second year must again be achieved,
This 1s the superiority of our planned‘economy."3,vTherefore
it can be seen that 1t is lncorrect to consider balance-lmbal=-
ance . as not belonging to the category of conformity and
hostility. -For the same reason, ‘1t is erroneous to conslder :
attraction and repulsion, condensation and evaporatlon, :
combination and separation, heredity and mutatlon, assimilatlo
and evolution, fitness and unfitness, unity and conflict,
unison and criticism, etc., as not helonging to the category .
of conformity and hostility. S S o

Therefore, 1f we admit that attraction and repulsion,

balance and imbaiance, etcey are contradictions and possess - ..
the unlty of oppositeszrelationship; that they are the con=
crete expression of the conformlty and hostility of contra- ,
dictions, then we cannot but also admit that the conformity
and hostility of these contradictions can also form contradic=
tions and possess the‘unityvofﬁopposites,relationship. .
Otherwisey, it is not only illogical but also contrary to
objective realitye. T S ;
' ' '-;But some comrades fear that if we conslder the . -

28




conformity and: hostility of a tontradictlon as another conira-,
diction, then 1t will go on gd infinitum in loglc, and dia-
lectics will becdome a gamé of ideas after all. .
"Uietnis kind of fear has some reasonable basis.. If we
start from pure ildeas, it.is quite possidle, in logic, to
find there are contradictions among contradictlons, and con-
+tradictions emong the contradictions of contradlctionses.all
the way to infinity. Thus it becomes 2 game of ldeas. Com=
rade Heieh Ching discarded the contradictory relationship of
matter and things, separated the relative and the absolute,
refused to admit that there is absolut ness in the relative
and that absoluteness is the absoluteness of the relative, .

discarded the contradiction between the absolute and the rela-
tive, and only idealistically tried to find the unity of op-
posites relationship between conformity and hostlllty. 1In
this way, 1% certainly ecan-go on forever, Surely, Cemrade Heleh
Ching himself did not create this infinite process, but the re-
search method he used contalined thils possibility. Thls process,
even though it looks like dialectics, actually is the meta-
physical method which does not admit .the contradictions of
matter and thingse - o o ' o
Naturally, this is not to say that infinlty has no .
place in loglc. The point is that the infinity in loglc must
reflect the infinity of the natural worlds For linstance, our
idea of the infinity of the universe is the reflection of the
actually-existing, ever~-developing, ever-changing material
worlde - The infinite and the infinitesimal in mathematics are
both also the. reflectlon of actual relationships. Without the
infinity of matter in time and space and 1ts unlimited quall-
ties, there can be no concept of infinity. Without the infinite
qualities of the basic material atoms, there can be no coneeéept
of the infinitesimal. The real infinite ls combined with the
finite, It exists through the finite forms of matter, and is
not what Hegel called "the bad infinite," This Infinity is
the reflection of the dialectlcs of matter and things. No one
~should, end no one can, disavow 1t. .. -~ - . - o
. 'We are dlalectic materialists. What we are studying is
the dialectics of matter and thingse Therefore, we must be
loyal to matter and things; start from reality, analyze the
conformity and hostility of contradiction of matter and things,
and see if there is another contradictlon and 1f 1t possesges
the unity of opposites relationship. If this is so, then it .
1s “impossible to turn dialectics into a game of ideas just be=
cause we admit this true fact and have analyzed this fact con=
cretelys  The reason is that in the contradlctions of reali-
ties, there.is no problem that can go on to the infinite,
Actually, as we have already seen, the contradiction of
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conformityjandjhostilitx'Qannotfexist~independent'of the -
contradictions 0f matter nnd things. It is the dual.nature -
of all concrete matter and things. ‘Whenever it is .separated. .
from the'éontradictidnsaoilbonCréte;m@tter»and things, there
will be no contradiction of .conformity and hostilitys . There=-
fore, we conslder the fear of turning dialectics into a game.
of ldeas’ because of the admisslon that conformlty and hostility
form anothér contradiction as entirely unnecessarye B

. 3¢.0he Relative snd Absolute Relationship Between the Com= -
formity and the Hostility of Contradictlon is a Unity of Op--
posites Relationship. o S S

. | The relationship between conformlity and hostility is
a,relatiVe;an&fabsolute*relatiohship. ‘This fact has heén ade
‘mitted by most of the comrades in the discussion. * But be-

" cause of the different ways of understanding this problem, .
there have been many_diVersifiedfopinions,on*thefquestion of
the relationship between tHe twos Therefore, the gist of the

problem is how to understand the relative end absolute rela-
tionship between conformity and hostllity. -

e think that the relative and absolute relationship
between them is a unity of opposites relatiounship. The con=

. ditional and relative conformity and the unconditional and-

.- absolute hostility are mutually independent and mutually ex-

. elusive. In the meantime, "hostility is contained in'con-
formitys without hostlilltyy .there would ‘be mo conformitys"
("on Contradiction"). The absolute hostility can only exlst .
within the relatlve conformity. Something uncondltlonal and -
absolute exlsts ih something conditlonal and relative.  With--
out the relative conformity, there”couldrbe1no,absolute hos=" -
t1lity.  On’ the other hand, without ‘the absolute hostility,
there could be no relative conformitys -The absolute can - | -
only exist %through the relative; without the rélative,. there .
can be no absolute. In other words, whether 1t be the absolute

hostility or the relative conformity, one canmot exlst without

the others They are the opposites of each other; they are

mutually exclusive, mutually independent, but also mutually

“ dependent, and mutually penetratings L

- .7 MIf they are not enemles, they will never meet; if -
they are enemles, they will surely meet head one" This dual-

. hature of the econtradictions of matter and things is at once .

contrary and complementary in quality. This "contrary-comple-
mentary" dialéctical relationshlp is a unity. of opposites re-

lationshipqﬂ'If;the_conformity»andihostility of the contra=- -

dictions of matter and things do not form a -contradlction,
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if there is no absolute and relative relationship, then there
will be no contradictions of matter and .things and there will
be no development, - The reason why any contradiction of matter
and things becomes another contradiction is because 1t possesses
the relative conformity and the absolute hostility at the same
time-=the  two contrary and compelmentary gualities. "The con=
ditional and relative conformlty and the unconditional and ab-
solute hostility combine and form the conitradictory movement
of everything," ‘ S :
“But if we admit that the Pelative conformity and the

sbsolute hostility are hmutually dependent, constitute the
premises of each other, and co-exist in-the same entlty, will
we, like Comrade Hsieh Ching, draw the conclusion that hos-
tility is also relative, or like some other comrades, arrive
at the concluslon that conformity 1s also absolute? = o
v . From this viewpoint of materialist dlalectlos, the
difference between the relative and the absolute is also re-
lative. The relative and the absolute are interdependent,
and inter-permeating. ' There can be no relativity apart from
absoluteness, and there can be no independent absoluteness.
But this is not to say that there is no difference between the
two, that absoluteness can be transformed into. relativity, or
vice versa., T . _ S

- The absolute and relative relationship of conformity
and hostility of the contradictions of matter and things can-
not be ¢learly separated, The obleetive universe itself 1s
both relative and absolute.s It is the unity of opposites of
the relative and the absolute.s But the infinite and absolute
material world and i1ts motlons can only exist through the
* finite and relative matter and things and the motions of con-
crete thirgs, All matter and ‘things and all the motions of
concrete objects are conditional, temporary, finite, and re-
lative. But at the same time, they are the component parts
of the unconditional, infinite, and absolute material world
and its motionse The condltlonal and finlte things form the
unconditional and infinite things. The common quallty is in-
“side the individual quallty, and the absolute is within the
relatives Therefore, we can never separate the relative from
the absolute, Otherwise, we will have to look upon the material
world as a rigidly dead and an absolutely stagnant thing, or
- a world of confusion. ' e can only see a universal, infinite,
~ perpetual, absolute, and moving material world through in-
dividual, finite, temporary, and relative matter and things
and their motions. Thls is a contradiction, but it is a real=-
istic contradiction. We cannot imagine the absolute and the
relative wilthout any contradiction.. - ‘
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. Tenin said: "Attention: The dlfference between subject~
ivisnm (skepticism and sophistry) and dialectlcs lies inside
the (objective) dislectlcse The difference between the re-
1ative and the absolute is relative. From the standpoint of
objective dialectlcs, the absolute is inside the relative.
Trom the standpoint .of subjectivism and sophistry the rela-
tive is only relative and excludes ‘che_at\bso:l_ute.'zL Therefore,
using materialist dialectlcs, we cal never arrive at the con=
clusion that struggle 1is also relative because of the. inter-
dependence of the relative and the absolute, and because of
conformity and hostility. Only be separating the relative
from the absolutey and by looking upon the relative aB re=
lative and incompatible with the absolute,'canAone,arrive;at:
the concluslon that struggle is also relative because of the
interdependence of the absolute and the relative. , o

. Tor the same reason, We can Say that the difference
between materialist dialectlcs on the one hand and mesaphysics
and absolutism on the other lles in the fact that from the .~
standpoint of materialist dialectlcs the difference between
the absolute and the relative 1s relative.  The absolute can
only exist through the relative. In metaphyslcs and absolut=
1sm, the absolute is absolute and excludes the relative.
Therefore, in materlalist dialectios, we cammot draw the con=
clusion that conformity 1is absolute just because. of the lnter-
dependence of the absolute and: the relative and of conformity
and hostility. Only by adopting the viewpoint that the re-
letive and the absolute are separate, and that the absolute
is absolute only and 1s incompatible with the. relative, can
we arrive at the conclusi on that conformity is absolute be-
cause of the interdependence_of,the‘relative and the absolute.

' The relative and -absolute relationship of conformlty
and hostility can never bejseparated;gotherwise,’Weiwill in=-
evitably approach the theories of relativism oI absolutism be=
cause of the posltlon we adopt as to the incompatibility of
the relative and the absolutee . . _ v R

-~ To correctly solve the problem of the relative and ab=-
solute'relationship*between_conformity,and hostility, we must
understand clearly the meaning of the releative as well as o
- that of the absolute, : ST o

gome comrades think that since hostility exists 1n the
temporary, ephemeral, and transient conformity, then hostillty
is also translent, relative,. and not absolute. Other comrades
think that since hostllity cannot be separated from conformity,
then conformity can only be universal and absolute and not
relatives This kind of reasoning not only separates the re-
lative from the absolute, but also ralses the guestion of
whether there is conformity 1in the process of the change of
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quality. If there is no conformity during the process. of change,
surely hostility cannot be ubiquitous, and it must change into
the relative. On ‘the other hand, if we say that conformity
exists forever in spite of the process of the change of quality
or quantity; then conformlty becomes absolute. . - = o
7 7 As a matter of facty the donformity durlng the process
of quality change is different ‘from the conformity during the
process of quantity change. In the process of quality change,
the unity of contradiction dissolves, and.conformity, one of .
the  two once mutually dependent poles of contradictlon which
co-exist im the same entity, breaks up and transforms 1tself
into a-new conformity. -After this mutuel transformatlon of ..
the two contradictory poles, a quick process becomes completes
The original uniformity i1s replaced by a new conformity, and .
thus a new contradiction i1s born. . The mutual transformation.
of the two contradictory poles ls the breaking off of the slow
process of developmént; it 1s the sudden flight of qualdity;
it is the unificatlon of the absolute and the relative, and -
of the existing end the non-existing. Therefore, we say that
conformity is relatives CLE T

" 'But no matbter how the conditions changey the mutually.
exclusive hostllity of contradictlon always exists elther in
‘the stage of quantity change or in the stage of quallity change,
or during the co-exlsting stage or the interchanging stage of
the two contradictory poles, Therefore, the hostllity of con=
tradiction is absolutes : ' ' -

The uniform relative and the hostile absolutes are,
when applied to conformity, temporary and ephemeral, and when
applied to hostility, ever-present and ublquitous. Further-
more, the main point is that conformity 1is condidtionnl and
hostility 1s unconditionals = . S _

. ‘We think that when we say that the conformlty of con=-
tradiction is relative, we chiefly mean ‘the conditlonal quallty.
Any conformity of contradiction, be it the interdependence or
the inter-changeability :of the two contradictory poles, must .
posséss a certain concrete condition, .Without this certain,
concrete condition, there will be no coaformlity, Comrade Mao
Tse~-tung has-said: "There is conformlty within two opposite
things, therefore ‘the two can co-exlst in an entity, and can
iriterchange. This:-is what is called the conditional guality.
This i1s to say that -under certain conditions, the contradictory
things can achieve unlty, and can interchange. Nithout these
conditions, there can be no contradlction, no co-existance,
and no interchanges The conformity of contradiction is formed
under certain corditions. Therefore we say conformity 1s con-
ditional and rglative;“- ("On Contradiction," emphasis, the .
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quoterts,) Because of ‘this, “the conformlty of everything im.
this world is real, conciete, and not abstract. This is to .
say that it exists under a certaln conditions It will dis-
‘appear when that eertain'ooﬁdition;disappeaxs.nfBecause’of;i”
this conditional -quality; the conformity of any contradic=-
tion is changeable,. temporary, and transient, but not abstract,
not solidified, and not changelesse Also, because -of this ..
conditional quallity, tpeuconformity,0£;any contradiction is . -
speclal, and possesses-an individual character of its owd. - . -
There 1s no uniform:and abstract conformity. Each conformity
iS»unique,-pbsseéses&itseindivi&ualgcharacteristics, and is
concrete in mature. The conformities of dlfferent contradlc=-
tions in the different processes are each dlfferent, and each -
possesses 1ts own speclal and common qualities, . The conform-
1ties of the different contradictions in. the same.process
a1so have their own special quallty and cannot be looked ... -
upon as simlilar. Even in the same contradiction, the con= .
formity shows differences and characteristics during 1ts _
different stages Of-development;:VObviously,.Wegcannot mix
the different conformities of nature with those in:solcal -
1ife, Xor can we consider the conformities during the 4if=-
ferent stages of soclal development as guentitatively equal, .

- In the same way, take for example the same contradiction which
existed throughout the Chinese peoples'gahtirimperialist .
end anti-feudalist stages of revolution. Its confommity in .
the antl-Japanese period 1s entirely different from that of
the Iiberation War perlod, and cannot be looked upon as the
same, .This'is becauss- the conditions are differents. = . .

- - Therefore the relative quallty »f conformlty is, . .
principally speaklngy 14s conditional qualitye Because . .
conformlity is conditional, it 1s tenporery and changeable; .
because 1t 1s conditionaly, 1t is the special and individual
+ quality of -contradictlon.. If we negate the relative quslity
of conformity, or fail to see that its relative quallty .
chiefly means 1its conditionalfquality,aand~we‘negate.both :
motion and development. -Therefore, nature and society would -
not have thelr: own-history of development. It would have . .
been so in the past, 1t will be:so in the future. T

- Yhen we say that the hostlllty.of contradiction is .- -
absolute, we mean that it 1is unconditional. ‘In a contradic-. .

tion, because of the different conditlonsg, the conformity .

constantly changes from one concreteﬁqonformityvto,another. _
“But the muitually exclusive hostility is ever-present, ubiqui-

tous, and never disappears because of the different conditions.

The contradictions between the Chinege people and the Kuomin-

tang reactlonaries, who represented imperialism, big capltal=
ists, and feudallistlc landlords, were different during the
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different stages of the democrdtic revolution. The conformity
changes as the conditions changed. (For instance, the ten-
year civil war period is different from the anti-Japanese
period, the anti-Japanese periéd is different from the Liber=-
ation War period, etc. But no mdtter how the conformities
at the different periods were different; the conflict of the
fundamental interests between the Chinese people and the
Kuomintang reactionaries and the mutually exclusive hogtillty
always-exlsted, It was true durlng the first and second
revolutionary civil war period; it was true during the anti-
Japanese war period, and it was even more so. during the liber=-
ation war periods. It was true during the perlod of cooper=-. .
ation between the Communists and the Xuomintang and was even
more So during the split between the Communists and the | '
Kuomintang. It was true duriug the non-violent, political,
and economlic thought struggles, and 1t was more so during the
blood-shedding armed struggles. Surely, this 1s not %o say
that the intensity of the struggle between the two contradic-
tory sides and the forms of struggle were. changeless. = - .
Exactly the opposite is true. The intensity of the hostility:-
and its various forms shifted and changed in accordance with'
the conformity of the contradictlon. Because the conformlties
were different, the intensity of the hosltlity and the forms .
of hostility were also different. 1Then we say that hostllity
is ebsolute, we Ao not mean that the intenslty and the forms
of hostility under different stages of development remain the
same., We rather mean that no matter how different the inten-
sity and its forms, the unconditional ‘and mutuclly exclusive
hostility remains the same. It will exist unill the solution
of the contradiction, and end of the process, and the appear-
ance of a new contradiction and new process. Then the new
contradiction takes form and the new process starts, the . .
new hostility of the contradiction appears, o

, Because of this, the hostility is unconditional and
absolute, This 1s the universal and common guality of con-
tradiction, Whoever negates the absoluteness of hostility
or fails to understand that absoluteness means the uncondi-
tional qulaity, negates motion and development. If hostility
is relative and conditional, then how can the development
of matter and things be imaginable? . ' -

- Ag a summary of the above, the conformity and the
hostility of contradiction denote the mutual opposition, the
mitual exclusion, and the dual nature of theé opposites. One
is relative, conditional, temporary, and changeble; the other
1s unconditional and everlasting. One is the speclal and
individual quality; the other, the unlversal.and common
quality. Within conformity, there is hostility. With the
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special, there is the uniVersali Within the individual quallty,
solute 1s inside the relative," : R
' Finally,.can conformity. and hostility interchange? ' And )

there 1s the common quality. To quote LeninfS'words§k“$herab-

if g0, can COnférmity‘§900megébsolute.and hostility reldative?

.. Certainly, the contradictlion between the relatlve con-=
fosmity and the absolute hostility, like all the other con- -
tradictory things, can turn toward the opposite direction and:

" interchenge. . It 1s not fixed and changeless. But thls kind

S

of interchange, like all the interchanges of other contra= -
dictions, is conditional and concrete. -We cannot abgtractly

""divide tlie relative confprmity~and'thevabsaluté'hostility into

two  different poles and then use the rules of sylloglsm %o -

.+ £iMd ‘out the lnterchange between them. We can only analyze
. the concrete . conditions of the contradietions of matter and - .

.. things-and sge how they interchange. Engels sald, "On the

“earth; the dividing movemeht is the interchange between motion

. and equilibrium. ‘Individual motions tend to approach equili=
“brium, .but .the overall movement destroys the individual mo=-

“tionse™ This is the interchange of the absolute motion and

' the relative rests - Objects will not lose thelr relative rest

and temporary balance just because the whole world moves. In
the meantime, the world will not be rigldly dead and change= -

{'1ess because the motions of the individusal objects reach the

state of rest and -temporary balahce. ‘In other words, the in-
terchange of motion and equilibrium does not change the abso=-
luteness of motion and the relativliity of .equillidvrium. 'VWe can
only see the living unlty of motion and equilibriume. '

-+ In soclal 'life, the relationship between the prdducﬁive

- forces and“the production relationships, and the ¢ontradlction

between the lower -and the higher e¢onomic strate, create the
interchange from basic fitness to basic unfitness because of"

,,,,,

the development Qﬁfthé‘pnodubtiVe‘forcesA(ise.;;cbnditions)&.

... Due to the” change of production relationships (cénditions), as
‘2 result of revolutionary innovations,. there-comes the inter-

change from basic unfitness t6 basis fitness., ' In the same -
way, the conformity and hostility of the balance and the im= "
balance of the ‘people’s economic departments and those of tlhe
different classes of the united front can interchange because

~ of the changing conditions, But we must understand this kind

of interchange correctly. We must not think that during the
period of fitness, balance, and unity, conformity is the main
and ebsolute factor and hostility becomes ‘secondary and ‘re-*

‘lative. 'We cannet say that hostility is absolute merely be-:

cause the basic contradictinn between the capitalistic socile-
ties and the socialistic socletles has 1ts antagonistic and -
non-antagonistic aspects, and the contradiction between the
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workers and. the capitalistic productive forces and relation-
ships 1s an antagonistic one. Nor can we say that the contra-
diction between the productive forces and the production re- -
lationships is non-antagonistic, and therefore the hostility
~is relative and the conformity 1s absolute..

g -The interchange of the fitness and the unfitness of :
productive forces and production relationships and. the balance
and imbalance of the people s economy both exist in the
capitalistic soclieties and the soc¢lalistic gocleties. The
point is that the quality' and the situation of the two are.
different,. In the capltalistic socleties, the balance of
the national economy is aghieved through: gconomic crises,

In the soclalistic socleties, it is done through national
economic planning., Therefore we cannot refuse to admit cer-,
tain kinds of balance in the capitalistic socleties, nor ca -
we deny certain kinds of imbadlance in the soclalistic socle=*
ties. - The imbalance under capitalism as & result of the’ con~
tradliction between expanded production, private ownership,
“and anarchy of production, and can retain some kind of
balance through the 2djustment afforded by economlic crises. .
Under the soclalistic system, the national economy develops
in accordance with planning and a set ratio., The imbalance -
can thus be regulated, but it does not disappear. By des-
troying private ownership, we can consciously control and
utilize the objective rules of imbalance to create many rela=-
tive and temporary balances, Balance and imbalance are the
two sides of & contradiction. Without the one, the other
cannot existe, Anyhow, balance 1s relatlave and conditional;
imbalence is absolute and unconditionsl, This is the univer-
sal rules It can be applied to the capitalistic socleties
and the soclalistic socleties allke. Actually, the above=-
stated fitness and nnfitness, balance and imbalance, etc.,
and thelr interchanges, are nothing but the conformity and
‘hostility of contradictions. Because .of different condltions,
one 1g sometimes more prominent than the other. When there

- is fitness, there is also unfitness. When there 1s balance,
.. there is also imbalance. On the other hand, they both exist

" at the seme time., The relatdve quallity of fitness and

balance, and the absolute quallty of unfitness and imbalance
do not change because of thls lnierchange. Therefore if,
because of the Interchange between fltness and unfitness
and balance and imbalance, we counclude that the absolute
~hestility ean be changed into reélative hostility, and the re=
lative confirmity can be changed 1nto absolute conformity,
we are in complete error. o
Surely, there is interchange between the relative -
and the absolute, -but we cannot understand this interchenge
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. from the stendpolnt of metaphysics which separates the relative
from the absolute. Actually, we have already answered this
question in the above=quoted words of Lenine He pointed out
that the difference between the relative and the absolute is
also relative, and .the sbsolute 1s in the relative. This 18
4o say that the absolute. and the relative inter-permeate and
interact. .This 1s interchanges . a S o

. . TNow then, 1s the difference between the relative quallty
of conformity and the absolute quallty of hostillty so inde=-
finite?. .Yes, from the,standpoint_ofﬁmatérialist dialectics 1t
is so .that we can make a clear‘1ineho£fdemarcation¢fv0m»the
absolutism of metaphypics. Ve are dialectic materialists.
our view of the "essence of the contradiction of matter and
things" and the relationship between the relatlve and the
absolute can only be shown by means of dialectics. This 1s
+to say that the absolute struggle can only be seen from -the
relative conformity, but the absolute hostility cannot be put
in the category of the relative conformity, and vice versa.

.. Hetaphysicians do not understand meterialistic dialectics.
They invariably,separaté the relative and the absolute, and
unilaterally hold on- to one side.‘ E1ther‘they hold on to .-
the relative and deny the absolute with the relatlive, and thus
approach the relative through subjective 1dealism, or they
. hold on to th e absolute and deny the fact that the absolute
can only exist within the relative, and thus approach subject-
ivism through objective jdealism. If there 1is no absoluteness
with the relative, then ‘the relative is only relative, It
would - thus be impossible to recognlze the world, and there -
would be no objective truthe. On the other hand, lf absolute-
nesg is only absoluteness, and this absuluteness is just an=
other name for Gode. Actually, there is no pure absoluteness
or pura relatlvlty in this worlde. Therefore, if anybody, from
his own way of thinking, splits the absolute from the rela=
‘tive, starts with the dialectical principlé of the interchange
_of the contradictory poles, and uses syllogism to arrive at |
" the conclusion that the pure relatiVe“can‘transfozm'itself into
pure pesitive, then 1t will be the greatest error of all errors.

a“, - Deg ok “w
3% 3% . %

The relationship betyeen conformity and hostility is
that of the unity ofopposlies. To recognize this relatlonshlp
is to know the dialectics of matter and things, and not a game
of ideas. Conformity is conditional and relative, while hos-
tility 1s unconditional and absolutes; Therefore, they are
contrary and mutually exclusive, - But the unconditional and

absolute hostility axists within the conditional and relatlive
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conformity. Without hostility, there wlll be no conformitye.
Therefore, the relative conformity and the absolute hostillity
are interdependenty inter-permeating, and interchangeable.

The relationship between conformity and hqstility actually 1is
the dislectical relationshlp of the velative=-absolute, the
particular-universal, and the individual-commons. Thils 1s also
the relationship of the unity of opposites. To understand
correctly this relative-absolitte relatlonship i1s to give rise
%o the relationship between conformlty and hestility wlthout
mistake, This is our basic view of this problem.,

This view is a simple one, but we feel that the dis=
cussion of the problem of the relationship between conformity
snd hogtility has important meaning both theoretically and
realistically. Theoretically speaklng, whether we understand
this problem correctly or not is not only the key to the
solution of other problems confronting us now, but also the
snswer to the problem as to whether we want dlalectics or
not. 'Reallstically speaking, the correct solution of this
problem possesses significant meaning in relation to the under-
standing and the realization of the line, principle, and policy
of our Party's soclalistic revolution and soclalistic recon=
struction and the accomplishment of our revolutionary and '
reconstruction works Therefore, we did some research into
this problem. Our aim is learnlng. If there are any mis=-
‘takes, we request the readers to correct uss ' o

Fdotnotes£> 

1E.gels, "Dialectics of Nature," PeOple's-Presé,“
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JMao Tse-tung, "On the Proper Handling of the Eroblem
of Contradictions among the People," D 12. o ’
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CONFORMITY AND HOSTILITY CANNOT BE DISCUSSED . . .
WITHOUT INCLUDING ALL ASPEGTS OF CONTRADICTIONS - -

- [Following ‘1s the translation of an article by
“Iin Ching=-yao (265L0079 3613) in Che=-hsueh Yen-chitt

(Philosophy Research), Pelping, Nos 1, 25 January

1961, Dpa 42-50._7 S o

- The -conformity and the hostility of all aspects of
contradictlons are the baslc contents of the theories of
the unity .of opposites. After galnlng a clear view of this
. concepty it 1s comparatlvely easler to understand the other
problems of the unity of opposites, and then we can under=
stand the essence of dlalectics. Recently, the study,
research, and discusslions concerning the theories of the
unity of opposites have been developed further on the -
foundation we had before. The relationshlp of the conformity
and-hostility of all the aspects of contradiction is the .
central problem discussed lately. We conslder the discussion
on this problem is very significant in theory as well as in
practice. ‘

This article is my understanding of the conformity and
hostility of all aspects of contradiction. Comrades are
welcomed to critlcize and to correct the mistakes 1f any.

1, Concrete Analysis Of Concrete latters Is The Soul of
DialecticsSe B . o : '

© In the discussion of the problem of the relationshlp
betieen conformity and hostility, there are two viewpolnts
and two contragting methods. One is ‘the concrete analysis -
of the concrete matters and the study of conformlty and hos=-
t11ity of all aspects of contradictlons. The other is the
abstract analysis of the abstract concepts and the discussion
of the relationship of conformity and hostility without
toubhing all the aspects of contradictions. The former 1is
the soul of materialistic dialectics, and the latter is the
characteristic of metaphysics. Marxlsm considers that mater=
ja1istic dlalectics should be historical and logical and that
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theories and practices. should be uniform. Therefore, the . . .
key problem‘is‘the-eoncrete'analys&sﬁOf“qonpretejmatters,n '

| What is the relationshiyp betiween conformity and hos-
t11lity? = How should we understand 1t? .Comrade Hsieh Ching

(5641 7231) said: "The contrasting conformity and hostility .

indicates the nature:or_relationship’ﬁf.theﬂtwo,contraét;ng-‘n
phases.  This nature or relationshlp also forms contrasting
phases between whlch there is also a relationship of conw=
trasting conformity and hostility."l He alsc said: "The
relativity of the contrast and the.absoluteness of the con- .
trast are comtrasting and unified. - The conformity and hos-. .
tility are also contrasting and unified, This contradiction -

‘was origilnally the objective cgrtradiction in the process

of the development of matter."2 In Comrade Liu Che-ping's,
(0491 0772 03%65) article "Uniformity and Hostillty are Con=-
trasting and Unified" in the "ijew Construction,”" No. 10-1ll,
1960, his baslc viewpoints are the same as Comrade Hsleh '
ching's. He said: "The dialectics of Marxism show that the
contrasting phases of any contradictions contaln conformlty
and hostility. The résult of the interaction of. these two .
natures causes matter to develop constantly." Again he sald.
" .. conformity and hostility are the contrasting phases of . .
contradictions. Thus, between them there must be conformity
as well as hostility (Comrade 'Tu Ping-yuan (0702 4426 0337) ..

agrees on this point). The exclusion of the tendency of the

absolute development of hostility by conformity and the . ,
exclusion of the relative and stable tendercy by hostillity
are shown through the relationship of conformity and hos=- ..
- _In some of thelarticles‘of‘the”Cerades,\although_ o
they have criticlzed some of Comrade Hsieh Ching's viewpolnts,

_ however, they have agreed with his basic viewpointses They ..
:agreed ‘hhat conformity and hostillity contrast with unlity. -

Comrade Yen 11 (6056 4539) sald: "Materiallstic dialectics -
considers the absoluteness of hostility and the relativity

of conformity as repulslve io each other on the one hand, .
and as unified on the other." "It is the unificatlon of two
contrasts (dialectical;unity).VQ,T?A1SO,'as Comrade u Ping=-
yuen said: "Materialistic dialectlcs considers the conformity
and hostility of the contradictions of any things as . L
211 dialectical unity. _They are closely related, and cannot

function individually."d

- Te think that the viewpointswoifthe‘aEBVQéméntibﬁei
Comrades Hsleh ching, Idu Che-ping, Yen Li, and Tu Ping=- ..
yuan sre all worth discussing. . ILenin, in the Digest of -

Hepel!s Logle showed us that "Dialectics is a_theory on how

conformlty can be reached in.the bonﬁr§§ting phases, and under
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vhat conditions the;gogtrasting~phases;bacomé,uniform and
mutually effectivesss’® In Comrade Mao Tse-tung's "On -
Contradictions", he has fully and clearly stated and develop=-
ed thls idea of Lenin'se. And he las also developed the
dialectical methods of Marxism regarding the theory of con= =
trasting unity.  The so-called relationship between the con=-
formity_and‘hoStility(qf'the_cpntradictions'indicates:the[.Q.“
relationship betwden the conformity and hostility of all L
aspects of contradictions. Any contradictior is concrete and
~-reales Ve who study conformity and hostility must study the ..
~.conformity and hostility of all aspects of contradictions, -
It 1s.the study of conformity and hostility of concrete.matter.
Otherwise we will be doing an abstract analysis of the ab-
- 8tract concepts. e T
.. - . _.Comrades Hsieh Ching and Liu Che~ping studied the
scope of the dialectics from sbstract concepts, and intended.
to explain, subjectively and wlth pure metaphysical methods,
these concepts and this scope. Ue know that the concepts.
and scope of any selence aré the sclentific abstracts of
objective matter, therefore, 1t reflects more deeply and o
correctly the ‘nature of matter, Contradiction is the hlghest.
‘scope of dialecticss It is in the sSame order as the materlial

'versus.the.sPirituglﬂin'materialism.;;It'reflects thefbas1c .
and;general,rules”df'nature51human soclety, and human thoughts.
It is the system of contradictlons. Whed we study the con=
formity and hbstility,of.contradictionsgfwe“muSt,study the
conformlty and hostility of the contradictions of the ... .
objective matters and the real contradictions, not the con= -
tradictlons of abstract research. It does not mean the study
od.qoﬁtradictionsjofjconformityﬁand-hostility@mgOﬁherWise,,‘_3
1t would be the same as to add ano*hey scope on top of the .

highest scope of contradictions. It is,completely'meaﬁingles39

and-comes from nowhere. According to thls method, .the concept
‘of contradictions cdn be divided ‘indefinitely and limitlessly.
It 1g true conceptsare not unchangeble and dead. They
are growing and changing and;vascillatg;fvTherefore,;ooncepts
. are living. The living'aﬁd.mOVingjconcepts,areﬁthe~reflection
of the living and moving reallty. ..In exemining and researgh=
ing concepts, we forgot about thls by departing from the =
real matters of the objective existence and starting from the

subjective abstract to analyze the abstract concept by abstract
analysis.. This 1is basically against the dialectics., Lenin
sald:  "Concepts are whole and general llveliness and reach
to the contrasting and uniform liveliness. This is where L
-the probelm lies. ‘If the liveliness is applied subjectively,
it is eclecticism and sophlstry. If the liveliness is applied

objectively, it will reflect the wholeness and the uniformity

hd e
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of the process of matter. This is dialectics. It 1s the 7
correct reflection of the constant development of the world."
‘Comrades Hsieh Ching and Liu Che-ping had hold of the live=
liness of concepts. For instance, they said that conformity
and hostility of contradictions are contrasting uniformity, -
and so forth. They applied the concept of confradictlons
subjectively, not objectivelys They left all aspects of
contradictions and talked abstractly about conformliy and .
hostility being contrasting uniformity. Thls would not reflect
the process of develo mght of the material world. ‘When 1% 1s
carried through, it ng lead to eclecticism and sophistry. .
" Comrades Hsieh &hing and Liu 'Ches<ping considered that
any contrasting phases of contradictions were contrasting -
uniformity. In other words, uniformiyy and hostility both. .
existed in contradictions at the same time. We think thls
is not logical. . Comrade Chou ching-fang (0719 2529 5364), -
in his article "How to Understand #nd Utilize the System of
Conformity and Hostility" (see Philosophy Research;" nos.
7-8, 1960), correctly criticized and mistaken viewpoints of
_Comrade Hsieh Ching., In the same article, there are other
points worth discussing. He said: "Conformity and hostllity
of contradictions are the dual nature of contradictions".

He also said: "To deny the dual nature of contradictlons
(conformity and hostility) is to deny the dual nature of
everything." I think that to take conformity and hostllity
as the dual.nature of contradictions is not appropriate.

If this is deducted loglecally, the reoult will be the same
-as the viewpoints of Comrades Hsleh Ching and Liu Che=ping. .
That means conformity and hostility are contrasting uniformity,
end in reallty are the same, - If we say that conformity and
hostility are the dual nature of contradictions, it is like
saying contradiotions of contradictions, or the dual nature
of the dual nature. This is meaningless. W e

} The comrades who advocated that conformity and hos- .
tility are contrasting uniformity sald that Engels polnted
out in his "Natural Dialectics" that conformity and hostllity
are the "two ends of oné¢ thing. The reason they are real

is due to the fact that they are mutually active and the -
difference is included in conformity." "Conformlty and
difference, necesslty and.gccidentg cause and effect: these
are the main contrasts..."® Doesn't this mean to say that
conformity and hostility are contrasting unlty? We ‘think what
Engels sald 1s correct. Conformity and hostllity are used
a8 two scopes of thinking and are contrasting uniformity.
They are in the same order ag ‘the other scope of dialectics’
(necessity and accident, general and specific, cause and’
effect). But we can not mix conformity and difference with.
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conformity and hostility of contradictions, ‘WThen we say
difference, we mean contradictions., Any differences are .
wniform and hostile. But i1f we say differences are hostllity,
1t is not right. Therefore, contrasting uniformity does
not equal the contrasting uniformity of conformity and s -
difference, but 1t is contrasting conformlty and ‘hostillty.
In the theory that conformity and hostility .are cons

trasting uniformity of Comrades Heieh Ching and Liu Che~ =
 ping, the basic defect is in ma ing contradictions abstract,

away from,ré[l,matter'and_away'from‘“all‘aspects‘df_contra# N

dictions". - The so-called contradictions, simple speaking,
are with.spear and shiéld. Unity 1s formed by two contrasting
phases. In capitallistic soclety, there is the capltallstlc
class and also the proletariate. In the unifled body of the
capitalistic soclety, the struggle between these two classes
helps the development of the capitalistic‘society unitl the
capitalistic society is destroyed and socialism takes over.
However, Comrades Hsleh Ching and Iiu Che-ping both left
out the mutual relationshipgofzallgaspeétS'ofjcontradictions;
(such as between the capitallstic class and the proletariat)
and the unceasing development of the matter pushed by uniform-
ity and ho:tility, and abstractly treated uniformity and
hostility as "one single comtradiction.” Furthermore, S
they said: "These contradictions are the objective contra<
dictions exlsting in the process of material development.”
And they also said: "Contradictory movement is formed by
relative uniformity and absolute hostility." Comrade Yen
I1i in his criticism of Comrade Hsieh 'Gh1ng’s article also
considered that the contrasting unity of uniformity and
hostility formed contradictory movement. What 1s contradic«
tory movement? The contradictory movement we mean here is
the contradictory movement the real matter, not the contradic-
tory movement of conformity and hostillity pointed out by -
Comrsde Hsieh Ching. . May I ask how the contradictlons of
conformity and hostility of the capitalistic class and the .
proletariat form a contradictory movement? ~And how does 1t .
guage.the_capitalistic soclety . to develop until 1ts last
‘Engels said;y:"Principleﬂisknotﬂthe,Starting point
for study, but the final result of study. These princliples -
are not to be applied to nature and;humanjhistory,'butvthey
 are separate from nature ard human history. It is not that
nature and human history should fit the principles, but it -
is the‘other~way'areund.v‘QPrinQiples’arefnot.correct until
they;f1t~natureﬁand:human»history.,'This is the only viewpolint
of materiallsma.ess"? -The metaphysics of the idealists and ~
Engels! materialistic viewpoints,areuopposite;‘.The mutual -
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relationship between principles and nature and human hlstory
ig all upsets Comrades Hsieh Ching and Liu. Che-ping adopted.
the meditation method of speculation to create some princi=
ples and used them as starting polnts to study ghe problem..
For example, they firgtjassumeﬁ»uniformity and hostiilty as
one contradlction, then assutied that these contrasting phases
have charscteristics of felative uniformity, ard filnally .
applied the principles to the reallmatters. We can see that
their principles cannot go through the test. If we use their
principles for the real matters, they will not function, and
will become abstract without any contemts. - : o
 We know that in contradictions there are primary and
secondary phases., The primary phase of contradictions de~-
cide's the nature of matters, Comrade Mao Tse-tung sald:
"No matter what kind of contradiction it is, and no matter
when it is, tlie development of contradictlons of all aspects
is not balanced. ‘Sometimes it appears balanced, but i1 is
only temporary and relative. The baslic ‘shape is not balanced.
One phase of contradictions must bé primary and the other
secondarye. The primary phase is the part that has the lead=-
ing function, The nature of matters mainly is.declded by .
the primary phase, which takes the leading position."10 He
also said: "However, these condltions are not fixed., The
mutual influences of the primary . phase and the secondarX }
phase of contradictions changes the nature of matters,"+l If
we say conformity and hostility are relative unity and have
- contrasting phases, then we must adnit that one of the phases
of contradictions is primary and the other secondary. In
the meantime, the positlons of ‘these two phases under a .
certain conditlon affect each other. On thls point, Comrade.
Iiu Che~=ping has given an affirmative and clear answer, .
Comrade Hsieh Ching also has actually given an afflrmative
answer. But, there is still one problem unsolved, which is"
the primary side of contradictions decides the nature of
matters, then how does elther of theie two, conformity or :
hoétility, decide the nature of mayters? For instance, the
work of any one of us is a problem of nine polnts and one :
point. The accomplishments and defects are a relative unlity.
If the accomplishments are primary and basle, and hls work
should be encouragede If hisd@iefects are nine points and his
accomplishments one point, then hig defecis are primary and
basic, and his work should be discouraged. If we leave out

the concrete aspects of real contradiction (such as accomplish=

ments and defects), and study abstractly the comformable and
hostile relationship between the cdnformity and hostility
‘of the contradictions of all aspects, then, when conformlty
‘48 the primary phase of the contradictions, how do we
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decide. the nature of matters? . When hostility is.the primary .
phase of the contradictlons, how do we decide the nature .
of matters? To these problems, Comrades Heleh Ching and Liu °
Che-ping could not give a direct answer. S o
7 Comrade Mao Tse-tung in his "On contradiction” has
told us the mesming of both the- conformity and hostillty of )
contradictions: First the contrasting;sides;dependfupon_each .
other, and are in the state of uniformity; and .secondly,. the |
contrasting sldes mutually influence each otker under certain-
conditionse. According to the theory that the conformity and |
hostility of contradictions are contrasting uniformity, the
uniformity of conformlty and hostility has these two mean-
ings. 411 those who have this viewpoint have affirmed thls .
point. Comrade Hsieh Ching thought that “"The uniform rela= .
tionship“betWeen'conformity'and-hostility.lies in thelr in-
terdependence upon each other; and they are logleal premlises
of each other, and they contain each other."i2 Comrace Liu
Che-ping thought that "Conformity and hostility are both in .
one uMniform body, and accggding to o certain pattern, change. .
in different directions." Materialistic dialectlcs has
taught us“that~tb-study{thevconformity of contradictions is
to study uvnder what conditions the matters of real contradic~
tions would mutually depend upon each other and mutually
influence each other. For instance, when we study -the con=-
formity of thoughts and exlstence, we can only study under
what conditlions they depend on each other and influence each
other. We should not be llke Comrades Hsieh Ching and Liu .
Che-ping who studied the unity of conformity and hostllity
of thoughts and exlstence. They left out the real matters . -
and studied coneepts abstractly, and they did not have any . .
resultse : . N , o S
: Everybody agrees that the conformity of real contra=-
dictions is conditional. Comrade Iao Tse~-tung agaln and agaln
has pointed out that the two sides of contradict ons "Under
certain conditions are unlted and conformable."1* "When
all the necessary conditlions are in order, the process of v
the development of matters will develop certain contradle-
tions, and these contradictions will depend upon each other.
and influence each other. Otherwlse, nothing is possibIe."15
"Between two'contraSting'matters +«here is conformity. . There-
fore, they ‘can be in one uniform body and affect each other..
This 1s to say that under certaln conditions, contradlctory
‘metters can be unlfied and affect each other.  Without these
conditions, there are no»con{gadictions,sand they. cannot
exist together and develop." ‘Since Comrades Hsieh Ching
and Iiu Che-ping thought.conformity and hostility were one -

contradiction and they aré both in the uniform body and follow
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‘oal.conceptslfarther~and,farthervaWay,frqmfreality.

‘a certain pattern to develop in different direotions; then

what are the conditiotis of the "co-exlstence" and 'mutual
influence?". In other twrords, how do they become uniform? .

BecauBe comrades Hsieh Ching and Iiu Che-ping did not applyfi
the system of contrasting uniformity to the concrete analysis
6f ‘the concrete matters and did not have hold of the aspects

"of contradictions of the concrete matters, they remained in

the maze of concept and could not solve these problems in
a concrete waye e et e e s
- It is the seme with the hostil ty of contradlctions.
Let us take the relationship of the progression and backward-
nese within pepple for instance., Comrade Hsleh Ching and
others did not analyze the hostility of progression and back-
wardness -in a concrete way, but they analyzed and gtuidied
the hostility of conformity and the hostility of progression

~and backwardness. According to comrade Hsleh Ching, pro=-.
-gression and backwardness are not flghting against and ex-

cluding each other, but the conformity afidihostility of pro~ -
gression and backwardness are fighting against and excluding
each other. And they also thought this was what formed the

Mcontradictory movement," "urging,things'tofdevglop unceasing-

ly." What result wlll this have?. L A

. To gpeak of the relationship between conformity and
hostility without including all aspects of the councrete con-
tradictions and to use metaphysical methods to abstractly

“ gtudy the conformity and hostility while leaving out the real

metters, and then say that the conformity and hostllity of
contradictions are contrasting uniformity is only a game of
concepts. The theory that conformity and hostllity are con-
trasting uniformity leads to the indefinite diviaion of {hefi
alectl-

concept of "contradiction," and the result will lead di

2, :The Contrast dvaialecfiés,andVMeta“‘

standing of Conformity - -

. Gomrade Mag Tse~tung has said that: "l Chinese fre-
quently say that !things opposed to each other correspond
with each other.'! This means that things opposed to each

" other have conformity. Thls sentence 1s dialectical,:and

is opposed to metaphysles. 'Opposition' means the mutual -
exclusion or struggle between the two contradictory phases.
"Gorresponding' means that, under certain conditions, two

.contradictory phases become united and show conformlitys. =

Hostility is in_the conformity; without hostility there is
no' conformity."l? This is the dialectics of objective =
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matters, - We should rély on the dialectics of objective matters

as pointed out by Comrade Mao Tse-tung to analyze and to
study‘all”ﬁhingS,.and,must'find-hotility”infdonformity and .-
conformity“in_hostility and,apply$this method to actual work.
. heeording ‘to Comrade HSieh»Ching}'the>conformity'and : -
hos@ility{qf2antrad1cﬁion5'are“two*ﬁbtures and two relatlions
of COntraQictiona'“According{td'cOmrade~L1u.Che-ping,_confority )
and -hostility arejmutuallyfrepulsiveqf”“If~conformity is .
not in the way of hostllity's progress, it 13 the other way )
ground”. ' Under the guidanée‘of‘thasefviewpoints,-their
understanding of conformity and-hostility*1S'metaphysicalv‘m~
and separate conformity from hostility. According to Com-
rades Hsieh Ching and Iiu Che-Ping, the contradictory sides
have the nature of oPPQSing_and’repelling each other,: One
is conformitytand‘thefother'is‘hostility,-and'the~former o
obstructstthé‘1a%ter;jor;the“latterndestroys\the former., This
isfalSo'abstract,analysis,'and”the'result'of conceptual study.
We think that any contradiction has conformity and hostilitys
The conformity and the hostility of the contradiction of -
amatters'areﬂwhat_wenmean'when'wé-Say “things opposed to each
other .correspond with each other." From this, matters are =
caused to develop unceasinglye.  TheiCbntradiction-of~pro-l
ductivityland:produotiOn'relationS'iS«the basic contradic-
tion of soclety. The two are contrasting uniformity. : They -
have conformity;andghosﬁlity;,f?rbductivity and production .
relatipns_arefunifOrmzahd‘hpétile,»and they are the motivating
power of the developmeént of soclety. They bave different '
naturestundervdifférehtjsocial‘syétems;‘but‘acoording to o
comrades,Hsieh,Ching'and»LluﬂGhéaping, the contradictions of.
_productiviity and;pzdduction;:elétibnsfare,uniform'and»also .
hostile.f;In”addiiion;‘the;e'isjanothérpnature of hostility.
To lock for hostility outside of conformity and-to look for. -
conformity outside of hostllity: 1f this is not the division
of conformity snd hostillty, then what is.1%? . -

*'The”keyfpoinx“here”is?hbWﬁtofunders¢andtgonfprmity;p-r
metaphysically oxr dialectially? If the understanding is .
metaphysical, then the conformity abstract; and this conformty
would bejconformity'Without*contradi&tidnfand hostlity, and
the hostility would be hostility without conformity. In -

a word,,conformity;and'hostilitY'canndtﬂbe blended. . Accord~
ing to. Comrades Hsleh -Ching and Liu Che=ping, they are mutually
repulsivé.;:Iijtheﬁunderstanding is dialectical, ‘the ex= =
planationfisijustfthe'opposite,“‘In‘quective;reality,uthe..
mutuallygoppoSite and'mutually’hos%ilé‘sides only exist in °
their‘mutual_GOrrespondencevandfunificatibn;‘fIn'other‘Words,
their mutual correspondence and unificatlon only exlst in
their opposition and hostility. On this point, Engels said:
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"Oon the basls of the results of the experiments of research
with nature, dialectics prove that the oppositions are decided
by the interaction of the contrasting oppositions and prove
that separation and oPposition«only exist in the mutual
correspondence and ungifications I other words, thelr un-
iformity only exists in their separation, and their mutual
correspondence and unification only exist in thelr opposition,
This 1s the best explanation of the contrasting phases of
conformity and hostility.. = .. . o PR

. Comrade Hsleh Ching thought that the conformity of .
the capitalistic class and the proletariat was in the com-
plicated relationship between them, and’ the hostlllity was
in the relationship of the oppression and antl=-oppression
between them. The former is uniformity and the latter is
hostility. Look, isn't this the crystallization of the char-
acteristics of the contradictions? Here, Comrade Hsleh Ching
obviously divided conformity =and hostility. We know that
all the complicated relationships between the capitalistic -
¢lags and the proletariat include the relationship between
the oppressors end the oppressed, and threrfore include the
struggle between oppression and anti-oppression., . If the
struggle between oppression and anti-oppression does not
‘take shape, then there won't be any complicated economical -
" relationship. This is to say that hostility i1s in conformity.
If there 1s no hostility, there is no conformity, because
according to Comrade Hsieh Ching, the conformity of the com=
plicated economical relationship is the hostllity of repress=
ing the oppression and anti-oppression; and the hostility
of oppression and anti-oppression represses the conformity.
‘How do you expect people to understand the capitallstic
class and the proletariat as uniform and hostile? :

~ Owing to the fact that comrade Hsleh Ching made a &
metaphysical division of conformlty and hostility, he under=
stood conformity in an abstract way. What he understood
‘1s ‘a kind of conformlty without hostillty. Thercfore, he
made wrong explanations ofmany practical problems. TFor in-
stonce, he thought that "the basic uniformity of the people's
welfare 1s the uniform essence of the lnner contradictions
of the people," "dutual repression of the partial welfare -
of the people" is an inner contradictlon of the people.
Here, when the welfare of the people is uniform, there is
only conformity, and -there is no hostility nor contradiction.
When the partial welfare of the people contradicts itself,
then there is only hostility and no conformity. If we .
follow this viewpoint to settle the inner relations of. the
people, when we see uniformity, we won't be able to see f
-hostility. In other words, when we can see contradlctlons

nl8
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and hostility we cannot see conformity. This is very: dis~ .
advantageous to USe .. LT e
~ In practical activities, 1if we dontt have the system
of contrastling uniformity, we may be inclined to make all
kinds“of.mistakes.‘.With'the“understanding of conformity as .
. gbstract conformlty, we .frequently  treat 'the formula “"solidl-
'fication--Criticism-?solidification";with solidification as .
conformity and with criticism as hostility. Thus, hostllity
1s excluded in solidificatlon, and conformity is excluded
in hostility. Therefore, in S6lidification, hostillity is
forgotten, and the -result must be that elther 1t-1s like .
during our first natlional revolution when:Chen Tu=hsiuls
opportunism was leaning toward  the right wing and all were. .
united and: agalinst struggle, or it is like the gecond: - -
national revolution when the opportunists leaned toward the
jeft, And in the party struggle, they adopted the wrong -
methods of "eruel struggle and ruthless blows." -In the theory
of having a unified party line, we also have this problem. -
Comrade Heieh Ching thought the united front was "the concrete
shape of unification.” e ST S
In the eXplanation‘ofAthe'relaﬁionship of the Natlon=-
alists and the Communists, Comrade Liu Che=-ping thought that
the unification of the Nationalists and the Communists during
‘'the Sino-Japanese war had an important position, and hostillty
had a secondary position. Our party.relied on this "unlted .
front with the Nationalistse After the war, the hostlle -
relationship between our party and the Nationallsts advanced
to. the important position. comrede Tiu Che-ping also thought
our party, on the basis of these different situations,: de=
cided whether weVShould‘unite‘with-the nationalists or should
fight against them. Here, Comrades Hrieh Ching and Liu Che-
ping “ook the "unlted front" and "unification" as the equi-
valent of conformity in philosophy. R DR
We know that the united front of our party is.one ...
type of class struggle. "Tt 4g e combined policy of unifica-
tlon and hostlllty. -The scmcalled unification is the united
front with the capitalistic class. The so-called hostillty
is the peaceful and bloodless struggle in thought, in organ-
1zation, and in politics, when the proletariat:ls united with
the capitalistic class. It wlll change to armed struggle -
when the oppressed breaks off from the oppressors."l9. This
‘48 a unlted and hostile policy. In unification, there.is
hostility, and with hostllity, we -seek for unlficatlon.
Right wing opportunists and left wing opportunists made . -
mistakes in the united fronte. Besides, there is the origin:
of class, and there is the origin of eplstemologye. This 1s.
the subjective and one-sided view of the methods of thinking.

50




None of them had the system of contradiction of conformity .
and hostility. We conslder that when we formed the united
front wilth the Nationalists% the Nationalists and we had
conformity and hostility. t.is not that we had only con-
formity and we had no. hostility, or the former was more im=-
portant than the latteri When our united front broke down,
the Nationalists and we 8t111 had conformity and hostility.
However, only the nature of contradictlions changes. The .
form of struggle was different. Therefore, when we think of
unification or hostility in terms of philosophy, we think
that contradiction contains the problem of conformlity or '
hostility. It is not right. This is to divide c¢onformlty
and hostility, and thls 1s the result of making conformity
abstract. Dialectlcs ls mutually opposite and mutually
corresponding. <Conformity is contained in the hostiilty.
If there is no hostility there is no conformity.
‘Dlalectics considers that the development of matters
is the contradiction of conformity and hostility. If your
understanding of conformity is metaphysical, you will de-
finitely separate conformity and hostility from the process
of development. Comrades Hsleh Ching and Iiu Che-ping con=-
sldered that the stable tendency was declded by conformlty
end the tendency of absolute development was decided by -
hostility, and they were fighting comstantly in the process
of developments.  As a result, if conformity did not defeat
hostility, hostility would defeat conformity. Comrade Llu
Che-ping sald, "In the process of material. developmenu,
conformity has the function of preserving the shape of
unification. These two functions are algays repulsive to.
- each other and opposite to each other,"2V ~ Therefore, Com=
rade Liu Che-ping considered that the development of matters
1s in the stage ol quantlty change. Conformlity stands iIn
. the principal position and becomes the principal content of
the development, Conformity stands side by side with hos-
t1lity. In the stage of quality chcnge, hostility has the
principal position and becomes the principal content of the
development, and hostility stands outside of the unifled body.
. Here Comrade Hsieh Ching and Liu Che-ping have divided
fvconformity and hostility metaphysically.,  They took out
hostility from the stable teudency of material development,
Actaully they excluded hostility from the stage of quantity
change of matters, because it is sald that when matters.
develop under this condition, aniformity repulses and ex=-
cludes hostility and obstructs the advance of hostility even:
to the point of defeating it. In the stage of quantity change,
even if hostility is there, it is conformity that brings 1t
into the unlfied body; 1t is not contained in contradiction.
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In addition;;theyﬂexclude'uniformity from the tendency of .
absolute development of matters. Lotually, they exclude ..
uniformity from the stage of quality change of matters. This
is so in the stage of quallty changes hostillty repulses and

excludes uniformity, and hostility stands outside the unifled
body. In that way, conformity ean exist without hostility,
and hostility is not in conformity. Comrade Hsieh Ching sald
that conformity and hogtility in the development of contra~ .
dictions have order and have the relationship .of creator . .
and created. -They separated conformity and hostility. - . -

- To separate conformity and hostility and %o understand
conformity metaphysically Will-lead‘to-the“negationnof the.
absolute nature of hostility and recognize the opposition -

- Comrade Hslel Ching sald: "Hostillty cannot be se= .
parated from conformity. If there is no. hostility - there 1is .
no conformity. Hostility 1s relative."2l  He also sald,
"Hostility is within the unified body; hostility is in - -
conformity. Hestility is absolute; it 18 the motivating. -
power of the development of.matters."22 It also means - - i
hostility 1s absolute as well as relative. - How did he reach-
this conclusion? When hostility 1s in ‘the unified body, -
hostility.isiin-conformity."When-hostility'is‘butside;oj the
unified bddy,’hostility]exists'without'unifibation.a1Con—'-V‘
formity and hostility are 1rrelevant'and'cannot’be“mixedg-':
When hostility is mot in confromity, hostility is absolutes
It is the motivating power of material development.  When -
hostillity is in conforaity, hostility is relative, "-According
to Comrade'Hsieh.Ching?s 1ogic,jthe‘universality and -common=
ness of contradictions aréjall'relativegv*BeCause"univérsality
is always in specialness, and commonress leave speclalness .
and irdividuality and exists abstractly, they are absolute.
According to this loglc, we can also ‘say that this conform ty,
specialness, and individuality are relative a8 well as ab=-
solutes Obviously, this viewpoint cannot stands L%
o Tenin sald that dialectics -studys "how the: contrast- -
ing phases can be unified”. How can ‘it be done? . Comrade '
Mao has said;_"..sit 13 because their existence depends upon
each other".é3./And 1t can @lso be sald that all the contrast-
ing matters, because of the certain conditions and mutual
relations and mutual dependence and interaction, cannot form
concrete "and real contradictions without certain conditions.
We know it 1s due to the result of the hostility of the con=-
tradlction within the mattar that the conditions make the
“contrasting phases uniform and constantly change., -Following
these'changes,*contradﬁctions-constantly-change'alsb;' In- -
this marner, the mutual connection of the both sides of
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contradictipns change, ahd one kind of conformity glves way’
to another kind of conformity. It forms a speciality of con-
tradictions. Therefore, it 1s said that conformity is con-
ditional, temporary, and: transient, and so 1t is relative,
The hostility of the contrasting phases 1s not llke this.
It exists in the begilnning and the end of the process of
development, and makes the process change from one process
to another. In a word, contradictions are everywhere. The
hostility of contradictions exists from the beglnning to the
end. Therefore, hostility is unconditional and absolute.
*mo make conformlty abstract, and to understand con-
formity as conformity without hostility, they will definitely
say hostility is relative and they will think movement and
development are also relative; and then they will make con-
formity abstract and make the continuance of the process
absolute. If we use this viewpoint to guilde our practical
activities, we will be making the mistakes of compromising
contradictions and dvolding hostility . . '
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| SCRUTINIZE THE THEORY OF CONTRADICTIONS
"ON HOSTILITY DWELLING IN CONFORMITY

[Following is the trénslation of an article

“by Chao Feng-dml (6392 7364 1477) in Che-
hsueh Yen~chiu {Philosophy Research), Pelping, -
Toe L1, 25 Jenuary 1961, pp. 51-59s/ o

. This question was brought forward in a recent dis- .
cussion: Is there conformity in the process of the develop=-.
ment of events in their gualitative transformation? dc- -
cording to my knowledge, in philosophical research, this
question was mentioned by some comrades several years ago; -
end furthermore, the same question was also the focal point
of debate in our discussion. o

1. The Question’aﬁd.its Answers | |
The questlon of whether there is conformity in ‘the

quélitative gtage in the development of events is a question
with principal significance., In order to explain this point

- clearly, let's first recall how this question was brought

out and, after the question has been brought out, its several
different answers so far as they are known to us. The ques=-
tion was brought out like this: "In the process of develop=-
- 'ment, ‘the nature of conférmity only conditionally exlsts
in the process of quantitative charge, and not in the process
of qualitative change; but the anture of contradictory struggle
exists unconditionally from the beginning to the end in the
process of the development of events."l Here, the question
of whether there is conformity in the qualltative transforma-
tion is related to the probiems of contradictory conformlty
and struggle and relative conformity and absolute struggle,
and 1t is also elosely related to the understanding of the
relations between conformity and struggle and of the basle
content of the law of contradictory uniformity. .

- . After the question had been brought out, we saw varlous
kinds of and different answers. One answer was "yes," an-
other was "no," and another was both "yes and no, the synthesis
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of existence and ron-existence.” Some comrades say that the
question cannot be answered with yes and no, because both
answers are one~-sided, not dinlectical, Some comrades Say,
on the stage of qualltative change, there are only natures
of mutual transformation of the contradlictory oppositions
within conformity, but there is mo such ngture of inter-
dependence [of the-contradlctory elements/; and some comrades
contend that since there 18 mutual transformatlon, there
must be intgrdependencésﬁ_ln.short, the snswers are varled
snd they have indicated that the understandings of this
problem are hotqunanimous,‘and a iurtbgr*discussan is
necessarye o e T ST

What does the quebtion "is there conformity at the
stage of qualltatlve change" explaln under the meanling
mentioned above? What do thevarious snswers reflgct? In

other words, what is the sctual significence of the question?
‘According %o py personal understanding, the nature of the
question of whether there is conformity at the stage of
qualitative change 1s the problem of the general applicatlion
of the law of dialectlcs. I% is the problem of the gene-
ral significance of the 1aw of dialectics at different
stages of the process of development, such as the stage of
gualitative changee. It 1s a question of whether we should
thoroughty develop the principle of the nature of contradlic~
tory struggle within conformity, or should we gilve up this
principle. . e :

"~ Based on fthe sbove understandings, I wish to dicuss -
my own opinlon through the following points: SR

‘5. Ten't There Conformity At the Stage of Qualitative Change?

' There 1s no basls for saying there 1s mo conformity
at the stage of qualltative change. - Conformity of condl~
- tional opposition and the,uneonditional‘and’absolute«struggle
 are the bssic contents of the law of thesis-antithesis-
‘ syntheSES'(dialecticism). The contradiction of the two
beoomes the "essence" of the problem of contradiction of
- the events;-the,movements'and changes of everything are -

- $aking place in the process of conformlty and struggle 1o
the phase of pontradictory*opposition; .

. As the baslc nature of the law of dialecticism, the.
contradictory'conformity and struggle are inseparable, and
the principlé of the struggle within conformity must be
.developed_thoroughly."The,inseparability;of the contradic=
tory conformity and gtrugegle is not only expressed in all
 kinds of events, but it is also expressed throughout the -
process of development. The theory of struggle within
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- conformity not .only can be applied in the quantitative stage
of the development of the event, but 1%t is also applicable
~to the gqualitative gtage.. Therefore, 1% is incorrect. to

" say thatam_the-quantitative s%age'of'the‘development of an
event conformity and -struggle are ingeparable, but they are
gseparable at the qualitative stage.. Elements without con-.
tradiction do not eéxlst in nature, ‘soclety, and human thoughte
Things without contradictory nature {e.g. to have only con-
formity but not struggle, or vice versa% d¢ not exist elther.
Progressive thought ie contrary to backward thought, without
consolidation, there is no go-calleld expanslon; in dynamics,
the attrac%ive»force,anﬁ}repulsive force are the fundamen=- .
¥o1 neture of matters; in ‘the soclal class struggle, the
eontradictory*opposite,claSses have natures of conformity
and struggle. ~The nature of absolute struggle 1s through-

- out the process of ‘development. The reason why the:.con=.
tradictory struggle 1s absolute 1s because -contradiction.

‘ -iS‘general,;movement.1sfabsolute,gand contradictory struggle

is from the beginning to the end within the nature of con-

" férmity within the different conformltless

"~ " Thus, according %o dialecticism, it 1s not the problem
- of whether there is‘contradictory conformity at the stage
of qualitative change, but it is the problem of how the
oppositions conform, and how they become conformity. It s
‘the problem of under'What'conditions‘contradictory oppositions
are interdependent and mutually]tranSfOIming.: Consequently,
. the entire problem is on the nature of ‘conditions. It
is because thekinterdependenéejand,mutualitransformation of
the oppositlons are takingﬂplace:under'definitejconditons;
and under definite conditions, they are;conforming‘and,become
confor:lty. The absolute nature Qfvcontradictorykstruggle
exists not because 1t is separate irom'substantial-conférmity
and 1s in progress outslide of this or t=t kind of conformlty;
it is because the absolute nature of coantradlctory struggle

" exists uncondltionally in the cheageable conformity. Ihe

absolute exists in relativelty, and there is absolute 1n
any kind of relatlvitye. The struggle~absolute pature exists
unconditionally under any condlitions, and expresses 1tself
through the conditional and'relative‘COnformity. Therefore,
the principle of absoluteness and relativity, the general
principle and particular principle, and the*theory‘of."mix-
“ture" of the conditlonal and relative conformitx and uncon-
ditional and absolute struggle,are~the'"essence» of the pro=
blem of the contradicthon of matters and become bases of' the
~ movements and changes of all matters and events. Hence,
“the "connections" of absolute and relativity, condition end
* uncondition, indlcate that they are inseparable in objective

!
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events. ' Therefore, in the concept which reflects the objec=
tive events, they must be "eonnected " o .

- When we .say that some comrades cut off the relatlons
between - the contradictory conformity and struggle, absolute-
ness and relativity, and unconditional and conditional,

.we do not mean that in tHe objective dizlectlclsm of the
events; those relations can be cut into parts. - We ounly

. point out that in ‘their subjective ideals and coneepts -
which reflect the objects, those relatlons are not "belng.
.connected." Therefore the so-called severance is nothing °
else but an abstractive severance of the abstract concepts

It is precisely the separation of subjective concept from .
objective realltys.  The characteristics -of the abstract .
severance of the abstract cbnoept:are1~vItJeither*conforms

or struggles, there 1s no struggle in - conformlty, and no
confdrmityjn;struggle;‘thiS$iStOOnformity, that is struggle,
~this is struggle of absolute nature, that is conformlty of
relative nature; whenever ‘and wherever struggle .and conformlty
‘are "connected" and related, struggle becomes relatlve.

- When . struggle and . conformity are not “connected” and struggle
develops from the conformity, then the nature of  struggle
becomes "absolute"; when conditions are mentloned, the com-
“rades belleve that the conformity does not exlst at the stage
of qualitative chgnge.w~Iffanyone;says~thatﬂtherewis con= -
‘formity at the stage oquuanlitative'change,-it means they
deny the conditional nature of conformity, and it becomes

- gbsolutes - Such opinions, abstract severance of the abstract
concept 1s precisely "thinking in absolutely uncompromised

. ‘opposition™ (Engels); and this "absolute opposition" in the

process-of thought 1s un-dialectic.';lt_conceptionally :
‘severs the objective and real relaticn of the events, .
" ‘and -cannot accurately reflect the events. cee -
R Under the conditions of the dbstract concept and -
abstract severance, one capnot accurately understand the.
nature of conformity,and also cannot asccurately understand

" the nature of struggles = Consequently, the relations of
confornity and struggle and the situation of conformlty

and struggle at different stages of thelr developments are
naturally becoming inconceivable, No wonder some comrades
are getting more confused when talking more about the con=

. npections between conformity and struggle. The moxre ‘they.

- talk about the "connections" between conformity sgnd struggle,
the more the conformity snd struggle become mutually. re=
pelled, and finally, they can only conclude that there is no
- conformlty at the stage of qualitative changes ..

We are of the opinion that the contradiction in the

materialistic dialecticisnm means substantial contradliction;
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it méans the contra&iction of real matters and evente, . ..
Struggle outside the‘béntradictory conformity definitely -
- does not existy therefore we must-thoroughly develop. the,
theory of 'coritradictory ‘struggle within the conformity.
25 The’ absolute nature of Bﬁruggle is'not-1ts separation from,
conformity, but it unconditionally exists within eonformity.
.‘The” change of oonformlty ‘cannot alter the absolute nature
of” struggle, ‘and ' the absolute nature of struggle can only
exist within this or that kind. of substantial conformity, _
" From the point of denying the existence of conformity at .
the stage of qualitative change,one not only cannot .ex-
plain the ‘relative nature. and conditional. nature of. con-: .
formity, ‘but also, in denying:conformity, one- inevitable -
makes the nature of contradictory struggle abstract-and
inevitably abandons the ‘theory of struggle within coaformity.
From this point of view, one who denles. the:conformity at.
the stage of qualitative change indicates that he also
negates struggle and contradiction. Ve belleve that the
relative nature of conformity is its conditional. nature.
The change .of condl-tiohs cen only change the nature of con-
formity, but eannot abrogate it. Therefore, one cannot
conclude -that the conformity which changes constantly
‘according to the constant changes of conditions does not
exist at 'the stage of qualitative change., .The so-called -
qualitative change wlthout the existence of conformity 1s
deftnitely not the ‘qualitative’ change of the process of |
reality. Obviously this kind of viewpoint ds 1ncorrect.~}
In relativity, there 1s absoluteness, and absolute»
ness can only be in'relativity. The absolute nature of -
struggle exists’' because it exisgts unconditionslly within w
all conéltions, and is conditional'and ever .changing con- -
formity.ﬂ Uithout clearly. understanding the principle of
absdluteness and relativity, ‘and attempting “to ‘search for

? absoluteness outside of relativity or attempting to under-
" stand relativity without referring to absoluteness, .one -

‘defintisly will go to ‘either extreme while. cutting off ‘the

. relations betweeén ‘absoluteness and relativity.. TFurthermore,
‘these two eXtremes will 'also mutually -cliange under certaln
conditions, In fact, ‘when they qombine gtruggle and con- .
formity, the struggle at the stageof quantitative ochange.’
will then ‘he covered with the 'color of - ‘relativity-=-a road -

. to relatlivism, ‘When they. geparate struggle and: conformity

from- each other, they will deny thé contradicétory conformity
“'at the stage of qualitative change, ‘and simultaneously '

make the nature of struggle ‘absolute and abstracts Obviously,
the absoluteness outside conformity 'is abstract absoluteness

end 1t 15 absolute absoluteness. . ‘At the surface, they sometimes

.59



deny the nature of struggle, basically 'deny the exlistence
of conformity, and paint absolute color on conformity and
say that<strugglefié*rslative. ‘When -they connect siruggle
and conformity at the stage of quantitative change, the
absolute becomes relative, and relativity becomes absolute=
‘ness, When they conslder that there are no relatlons be-
tween struggle and conformity .at the stage of qualitative
change, absoluteness departS'from'relatlvity-and it becomes
absolutism. Similarly, relativity cen also depart from
absoluteness and 41t becomes relativism. - S

' In insisting-onAdialecticism,'one must oppose both
relativism and’absolutisma.uTo'insist~firm1y.on»the theory
of contradictory'struggle wtthin‘confonity,1s,tn,understand
an important aspect of the "essence" of the problem of the
. contradiction of events. It 18 also an important polnt '

in line with-dialecticlsme I o

3, I8 ty ot the Stage of v
"Synthesis og.Existggce and Non-exlistence? -

The "synthesls of existence and non-existence” is .
a dialectical concept. It profoundly reflects the thinking
of diaslectipism. But if any correct.concept is eanalyzed .
subjectively and utillized improperly, it will lead one to
error. I am of the opinlon that the use of the "synthesls
of exlstence and non-existence" or "synthesls of have and
have~not" to answer the problem of whether there 1s con-
tradictory conformity at the stage.or,Qualitative change 1s
the result of the improper use.of-this,concept.,.Comrade”,
K'o Chils (4270 O415) article "the gontradictory Conformlity
at the Stage of Qualitative Change is the Synthesls of
Existence and Nonexistence"2-reflectswsuch.a‘situation.,

. The problem of whether there 1s conformity at the
stage of quallitative change has been brought out as follows:?
As to previous arguments, according to the original meaning
of dlalecticism, it 1s not the problem of whether‘therE'is
conformity, 1t 1s the problem of how to unlite the oppositlons,
and how the opposlitions become united. -Since the problem
has been critically brought out, and 1t has been brought
out with the significance based on the fundamental inter-
pretation of the law of the synthesls of oppositlon and .

. from the particular angle which directly relates the general
meaning of the law of -the syntheslis of opposition, therefore
we are of the opinlon thet a clear and definlte answer must
' be given, The answer s to confirm the conformlty at the -
 gtage of qualitative change, to confirm the inseparabllity
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' his article, Comrade K'o Chi criticized the two ¥inds . of

-

of the conformity and struggle at that gtage, and to inslst

on thoroughly clarifylng the theory of contradictory conform=
ity within conformity, asnd 1t cannot be wavering and vague.
Otherwise; 1f "existence 1s also non~existence,” and "to.

have is also to have not" méan the "synthesis of exlistence
and honeexistence," it indicates improper compromise %o the
significance of the problem mentloned aboves In other words,
the comrades who deny the conformlty at the qualitative l
change stage use the method whiph»severs_cpnformity"and ‘
struggle from each other at different stages of develop=
ment to explain the relative nature of conformity and the
absolute nature of gtruggle, and they finally "deny the
general principles of the law of opposition-conformlity. - -
Thus, We.cannot-but\consider‘thatathe‘differencejbetween'_,“;
. comrades Hsleh Chung (5641 72%1), Liu Che~ping (0491 o772 -
.0365), and others and us is fundamental, First, is there ..
contradictory conformity at the qualitative change stage? -
Second, does the relative nature of conformity mean its .-
noneexistence at the qualitative change stage? ~Third, 1s .~
;the-theory”cf*struggle;within conformity unapplicable at

_this particular stage? It is just because of these that .

we feel the snswer, "synthesis of LXi'tence“'_dnnonaexistence“
is ambiguous and incorrect, R S A U
T Next, and also important, Comrade K'o Chi has quoted
\‘Leninfs,WOrds in ‘hts warped interpretatlon, and has gliven.
,¢jerrone0u§‘answersﬂt0‘the'probléms’we@are éiscussing. In -

incompleteness as due to the formula "yes ls yes, no is no."

‘¥hat he means by "yes is yes, no is no" actually is the

answer tO'whether-there.xs‘conformity?at‘the stage of quall-
tatlve change. iThen-he,puts;forward.his‘anti—metaphysical
"dialectical’ interpretation. He believes that "the real=
.dzation of contradlctory transformation--the contradictory
" conformity=-=is the syathesls of exlstence and non=-exlstence,
the synthesis of have and have not.” In order to prove
_this point, he quoted the words of Lenin and tthé~of“Hegel's
quoted by Lenin. These quotations include: "gince growth
exists, 1t 1s also the reallty of non-existences" "e..change
1ig also growthe™ "e..the synthesis and inseparability of
exisﬁenCe'and»non-existence.y.providéjchanges and,growth."
M, . .the disappearing circles equal existence and non=ex=
 .istence." -"These crossing points are the synthesis of
. contradictions; 1t means, on a certaln circle of movement,
" “the disappearing circles of existence and non~existence
‘soordinate with each other in the brink of time," "What
are the differences between the dlalectlcal change and non=-
dialectical change? The differences are the swlift leap,
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contradictlon, preaking off of gradual development, and the
synthesis of existence and non-existence." The rest of the
'quotatians“arefLenin'é*discussion of development and change.
Here we have €O ied;almOStball of-the~quotations»of‘Lenin in
Comrade‘K‘E“Ghirs article, ‘but what have_theyAexplained to
us?»*For;whatféignificancé~did.Comrade K'o Obil quote them?
Can ﬁhese~quotations:be the theoretical basie. of the theory,
Mine conformity at the stage bf qualitative change is the -
tgynthesis of exlistence and non-existence®2" . . o
According to our understanding, there are two polnts’
from'the'above'Qubﬁations'whibh'needgqlarificatipn. ‘First,
Lenin, based on the concept of deVelopmepp,«used‘g‘thprqugh
dialectical method whlch contradicts metaphysiqs,memphatig-
ally pointed out the significance of "trensformation” in the .
process of development;‘and pointed out :the basic -dlfference.
between dialectical transformation and un-dialectical trans~ -

formatione And in the understending of what was transforma-

tion,‘Leninfagaih.emphatically‘stressed the basic.charaqteris-
tics of the,dialecticalrconcept'of'development. These ~ . .
characteristics are the swift leap forward, contradiction,ij}

breaking off durlng gradual development, and syntheslis of =

existence and non-exlstence. Obviously,vthe;opposite con=

- _cept-of transfdrmationjis4metaphysical; it is un~dialectical

transformatlion. The characteristics of this kind of "trans-
formation" actually -deny transformation. It is character=
1zed by simple increase.or-decrease of quantity to deny a
swift leap forWard,‘breaking‘off’of.gradual development,_and
inner coniradiction of events, and affirms,the,un-dialectical
method. In short, it denies[qualitat1Vé change. - We not only
must really understand,Leniﬁ‘s-original concept, but also
. must understand the internal contradiction of events and the
syntiesis of exlstence-and‘nonéexistence based on such con= -
tradictions and thejaffirmative*and-negativevdialectical '
thinking.;'Only~thp'vieWp01nx~of internal .contradictlon of
events, the viewpoint of synthesis'oftcontradictions,icany
provide us with the "key" to the rpderstanding of the swift
leap forward5-transformation;vand the breaking off of gradual
developmente But 1t is Just at this basic point that we feel
Comrade K'o Chl has not really“understood,the“trué-spirit‘and

nature of the concept of dialectical transformation. . He. ob=-
scures the qualitative line between the events,.Obscures‘the
qualitative difference between the new .and old events, anid
consequently, he has confused the basic. oppositions of the .
_two kinds of concepts of transformation.,aHe‘does‘notfuﬂder-
stand the contradictibns-of events or'processes;and the nature
of the synthesls of existence and noneexistenceffrom,the"view-
point of the'synthesis'of'contradiotions. _Thus,in.cpmrade'
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‘K'0's thinking, dialectical transformation, the ldea that
qualitative change is more basic than quantitative change, -
and the thinking that ‘the negatlve is the progressive phase
of development are all absent, Everything becomes a mechani=-
- cal combinatlon, and becomes the. synthesls of thls or that.
Are these critical comments exaggerated? Do these warp
Oomrade K'o Chi's original ideas? Let's analyze them.

-~ PFirst, according to our understanding, when Lenin says
existence and non-existence," 1t is,'through the unlimited
developing process of events, to point out;thettxansidrmation
character of all substantlal events and %o point out the nega=
- tive interpretation within the positiveWinterpretationfof,the
existing events, and so to point out that both existence and

_non-existence are the "disappearing links." When Lenin says

the "sudden coincidence" of -the two disappearing links of
existence and non-existence, he means the contradictory
transformation. When Lenin'says,the'”synthesis‘pf,existenqe

and non-existence;" it means contradictory transformatlion. We

. _know that the contradictory transformatlion does not contend

with the inseparability of conformlty omly; 1% has a more im-

. 'portant meaning. #Without understanding and recognizing the

more important significance that transformation is an entlre
contradlctlion, it is impossible o have a.correct understand-
ing of confrrmity, and it breaks the significance of conform=
1ty into parts. Since Lenin's "synthesis of existence and
- non-existence" means transformatlon, and  cince ‘transformation
1s one of the -more important significant points of conformity,
it cannot be used to deny the contradictory conformlty at the
stage of qualltative changer*and cannot be -interpreted as

the basis of the theory of "there is and is not" conformity

at the stage of qualitative chanse, On the contrary, the
Weynthesis of existence and nonsexistence'--the trensformation
itself--actually proves the existence of contradictory conform-
. ity at the stage of qualitative change, and proves that the
" main phenomenon of contradictory conformity at this stage 1s
~ the mutual transformation of ‘the oppositions, This kind of
transformation rightly lndicates a more inportant significance
of the contradictory conformitye. .1 - R R BU T

" As to the so=called "grwoth," 1t is nothing but the
beginning, develdpmeht,{and,maturing'ofathe,newfevqnt; '

"pronsformation is also growth.," The "transition" from .

exilstence to,non—existence:is'aocomplished'through;transé
formatlion. . e S iy S
. Secondly, the answer of . the so-called "synthesls of

o exlstence and non-existence® is mot only ambiguous in prine-

ciple, but 1t also cannot explain such a situatlon,  Concern=-
ing the development of the process of any existing event,
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because of'the“éontradictory.natufe of the. event itself, we
mey freely speak of it as‘the'syhthesis,of existence and non=
exlstence, Noi only,at‘the%stgge ofzqualitative_change-but
also at theﬂStage=oquuantita%,Ve change, and even in every
gecond, We«allacan‘say=tha% 1% is the synthesis of have and
have noty theisyntheSisibf'existence,and‘non4existence,u Thls
“meéns'nOthing“but/that\thére are contradicticns within the

" event. Because of thgainner"OOntiadipticn of the event, 1%
 oreates every substantial event in thé process of ceaseless

"'"develdpmentgand*change.»_Therefore,;we must understand any

substantialfeveht’thrqughvthiS“nature,Vand'understand:the'

‘positive and negative dialecticism of the event. I% cannot

"be viewed as dead,ifrozen,landjunchangeable. In the simplest

‘mechanical movement, there.ls the. same sltuatlon: the moving
train is at & certain polint, but it.is also not at a certain
point. iife is the same: 1% is correct to say that there is

'no metaphysicaljabsolute 1ine between life and deatiiy but

1t is completely wrong'tbﬂSdethat,thereais,ho‘line at all

_between 1life and death. Buty to use the Vlewpolnt of the

. "gyuthesls of existence:and,nonvéx;sténce?'to,determine.Whether
" there is conformlty as ComradevK’O*Chi,dOesgwill result in

" %he fact that the contradictory_conﬁormity_is not only at the

" stage of qualltatlve change ‘but also at the stage of quanti-

" tative change;bang.at.every’mo?ementhf'the.déVelppment‘of an
~ event ‘there are thel"syntheseghqfgexistenceﬁand non=existence.”

) ThisfkindjdfwanSWernis,not-onlyrunable to solve problems, but .

© 4t also cannot'distingﬂiShwthefdifferent situation of contra=

'digtory;coﬁfdrmityfof-thg stage of quantitative change from
that at the stage pf.qualitat¥ve,¢hange.:ﬁj2; Lo

‘of Qualitative Change .. . B L |
B The comrades Who advdééﬁe?thﬁtfthéréfis no conformity
gt the stage of qualitative changs always worry that they

Y substantisl Understanding of +hie Conformity at the. Stege

- cannot clearly distinguish the line betweén'abSolutengSs and

- relativity. They consider 1if there,is'Conformity_aﬁjthe
stage}of'qualitativefchange, the conrprmity‘thns becomes ab=
solute. - But to deuy. the conformity-at'the-stage»of'qualita-
‘tive change 1s to deny the struggle, because the nature of
~ struggle, under such a concept, has lost its place. Thils
paturally makes the nature of struggle absolute. .. a
o  Actually, the relative nature of,conformityﬁis‘not
~ determined by 1ts existence or non-existence at a certaln

“atage. . 0f course, 1f someone uses the method of "deduction,"

the result will be like this: since there is conformity at
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tﬁé.stégeﬂdf quaIitatiVe?éﬁanée"ang(éinbe;Struggle“at the .
stage of qualitative changs s WithiH the. conformity, does

_this mean that the conformity is throughout the process? .
'Does thls also mean that there 18 conformity as the struggle

becomes "absolute?" If so, the.result would be the abandon=-
?ent“of’thé theory of contradictory struggle within conform-
tye : R .
" According to our understanding of the nature of the =
contradiction of events, conformity is relative to struggle,
and struggle is relative to conformity. . They don't have iso-
leted and individual significence. Here, we feel that the .
key to the problem is the nature of conditions. ' The reason
why the conformity between oppositions is relative is because
conformity is conditional, - It is just like the nature of
struggle 1s uncondlitlional. The: relative nature of conformity
1s also because of its temporary, disappearing, and. transi-
tional nature. The so-called temporary, disappearing, or
transitional natures are determined by the ceaseless change
of the conditions, Therefors, we can concentrate - the prob=.
lem of the relative nature of conformity on the mature of the
conditions, and control the relative mature of conformity
through the constant change of conditinns and constant develop-

_ment of the process. But the so-called "eonditional” means
the constant change of the conditions on which the oppositions

are based and the constant replacement and change of -the . sub=~
gtantial conformity which follows the condltional changes.
It does not mean the inconsistent. existence of the contra=-.

~dictory conformity whilch changes by following the conditional
change, Therefore, the relative-and temporary nature of con=
 ‘formity cannot be misunderstood as nonrexistence at the stage

~of qualitative change. Under certain substantial processes,

from beglnning %o end,. the oppositlons, the oppositions. ..

exlst and depend mutually according to a given conditiom. -
Following the development of the processesy the result of the

mutual struggle of the oppositlons causes the lncrease or de-
‘crease of the power of eitherAsidg’of»the opposlitions and the

conditional changes.

When the power ratios of both sides reach & certain

‘"’ degrees and a certain new conditlon emerges, the mutual de-

pendence of the opposition will become & mutual transforma-
tion. The conditions for the oppositional mutual dependence
and mutual transformation are different. .When the condition

‘changes, the oppositional conformity also changese But the

nature of struggle 1s exlstant ‘throughout the entire process,
No matter whether it is 'at the nmutual dependent stage. or at

_the mutual fransforming stage, the struggle exlsts, The sign
“of “struggle is more obvious particularly during the time of
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fmufuélftraﬁéformatioh%iﬁmhus,}1n the seme .process, from 1ts.

. beginning’ to 1ts end; the conformity has ot least two kinds
of change. From mutual dependence 1o mutual -transformation,

-;fthe~pature_ofistruggleAex1sts;throughout the process. Thereé-
...fore, conformlty 1s relaﬁivé,.and,itsyrelative.nature”is con-

;T ditional; but struggle 1s absolute, and i1ts absoluteness 18

.”w-uannditional%

”jLacking‘dertain neCessaryfboﬁditionsg there will be

. no conformity, end it is not a reallstic coptradiction. Any

. coqtradictory-cbnidrmity nust be under a certain necessary.
-+ -condition. - Not just thls, for in the‘development of the
process of the event, ' the self-emergence of certain contra=
dictions in the process must also be under certain condie- .
. tionse "When a- certain recessaly condition is ready, the
.process of thé-development-of,tha event will create certain
. .contradictions, and this kind of contradlctions are mutually
; . dependent and mutually transformed, otherwlse all will be
--impoSsiblea“r~("On;Contradiction) For instance, after the
‘People!s Republic of Chlna was established, only after the
_land;reform‘was-basically‘accomplished could the contradice
*:tionjbetween_the,individualveconomy and cooperativization

. emerge in the realistic process, and the realistic program

“outy ‘This: means

.-of,-the agrieultural’cooperativization could . then be carried
ou "that,the'aboveymentioned combination between
“the small farm economy and cooperativization took place under
definitefconditions1invthe*prdcess:of'theadevelopment.of pPro=-

_ductivity. Because of the required conditions, new contra=

" 'the accomplishment of the land:reform, %

j;@ittibns_emergedfin.the'process;*éThis condition is the ac-

" complishment, of the natlon-wide land reform under ‘thé prole=

tarian. 4lctatorships Obviously, under the conditions before
' hé - contradiection be-

tweezwthéﬂindiViaﬁaISQCOﬁomy;and”cpnperativlzation’was unable

a ‘to" emerge sharplye Whgnrthe~¢erta1ngcbnditibns were“ready,

" the contradlctory oppritionﬂiof(the]1ndiv1dual”economy and
. cooperativizatlion obtained a certain conformity, then con=
tradictinn began. - The result of the mutual struggle of the
contradictory opposition is transformed under certaln con-
ditions and leads to cooperativization. No doubt, 1t is a
‘gualitative change from the individual economy to ‘the reallza=-
fion of cooperativization. It 1s a transition and a swift -
- leap forward from the old nature of the small farm economy

to the new nature of soclalism. - , e
~ The swift leap forward from the old quality to the new

" quality, and from the individual economy to the reallzation

of cqoperativizatidn_cannot‘be;realized in one morning. It
1s not right to say that unless the_bqoperativization,bef
realized on a nation-wide scale, it cannot be consldered as a
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qualitative change. It meauns that when cooperativization
obtains the leading positlion on a natlion=wide scale, and
obtains the ruling position at the important phase of con=
tradiction, which means'that nation-wide cooperativiza-
“tion is being basically realized, i1t is the cruclal point .
of the qualitative change from. the old quality to the new
quality. It is the reallzation of the swift leap forward.
It means the quality of events is determined by its obtain-
ing of the dominsnt positidn at the important phase of
contradictions - Thereforeg when the important phase of con-
tradiction and its unidiportant phasé begins to transform,
it 1s the qualitative chiange. As we know, the decisive
conditions for the realization: of the above transformation
gre ‘the correct leadership of the Party and the determina=-
tion and demand of the five Lundred million peasants for .
cooperativization. On the bases of the development of pro-
ductivity and the positive demand of the peasants, the
accurate policy has been the decisive factor for the aocom-“
plishment of the qualitative change mentioned above. - It ‘
greatly promotes the coming of the high tide for cooper=
ativization, and speeds up the early realization of the pro-
cess of qualitative change. .

: . Thus we ‘can see that the so-called "conditions,“ are
'not, as some comrades understand, unrelated to the opposition.
On the contrary, the mutual dependence and mutual transe .
formation of the oppositlions cannot be separate from certain
and substantial condltions. Concerning the transformation
- of events, the reasons for the Kuomiatong's transformation
to anti-revolution in 1947 was determined by the reactlonary
cless and nature of the Kuomintang -compradore~capitalist
class and feudal influence. Of course, the imperialist
temptatlion was -also one of the conditions for the above
change. With the same reason, the change which forced the
Kuomintang to fight the Japanese during the anti-Japanese
was was the reflection of the contradiction between the
Anglo-Amerlcan Imperiallsm and the Japanese imperialism.

It was also due to the united fromt policy of our Party.
If the sharpening contradiction between China and Japan,
and the contradlction between the Anglo-American imperlalism

7 and Japanese imperialism were the objective conditlon

which forced the Kuomintang to fight .the Japanese, our
Party's united front policy was the decisive condition which
pushed the Kuomintang to fight the Japanese. Therefore,

we must correctly understand the theory of- mutual dependence
and transformation of oppositions of material dialecticism,
and we cannot bet away from the glven conditions basically
to talk about the contradictory conformlty.
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' The relative nature of conformity is due %o the transl-
tional and conditional nature, and the nature of: struggle
1s in the: relative and conditional conformitys __Therefore
the relative nature of conformlty cannot be understood .
by separation~o£fthe.relations between hostlllity and conform=-
1ty, and the conformity a%t the stage. of qualitative change
cennot be denied end -cannot be used to explain. the relative .
neture of the conformlitys The nature;b£~this.p:oblem~1s an .
argument between dialecticism arid metaphysigs. By denylng .
the contradictory conformity ot the stage. of qualltative .. .
change, 1t not only means theAdenying‘gfgtransfgrmat;gn!,u
but it also means the denying of cqntradicﬁionbg.ihis kind
of;methodology‘not only cannotibbrrectly'explain-thg relative
na'ture of conformity, but als0 cannot explain the absolute..
nature of struggle, - e

. It is wrong to separate conformity and struggle.from.
each other. It 1s more wrong to -exclude transformation

from contradlctory conformitye. But is 1t right. to separate. .
mechanically the two meanings qf‘contradictory,conformity,;-
the mutual dependence and mutual transformetion, to insist -
that this 1s dependence and ‘that is transformation, and %o .
use the method & "division of stages" to separate the two
meanings of conformlty? Q0r on the other hand, 1s 1t right
' %0 walve entlirely the line of difference, and make no differ-
ence between the two. meanings of mutual - jependence and -
mutual transformation?"We,think both are wrongs The X~
istence Of,contradictory‘conformity at the stage of guali=-
tative chenge refers to the entire content of the corformity.
It means that we undersvand the,confbrmityzt the stage of
qualitatlive change from the point of complete meaning of
the contradictory‘conformity. Here, 1t includes ‘the. o
mutucl dependence of‘OPpositions,fand»1t~alsorincludes the.
mutusl trensformation. - It is-just as 1f there 18 no mutual -
"dependence" without transformatlol. . Transformation origlnates
from mutual-dependence'and~always.transforms 1tself in. the
opposite direction. - This means thle opposlite mutual trans-:
formatione. Transfofmationg‘qualitative change, and anti-
thesls are philosophiCal‘CategOries‘Which reflect the same.
process from different sides and contents. Therefore, they
have themeanings of the same eerles with a -certain significance.
The qualitative change 1s the ending of the gradual process
- of development. It 1s the fundamental change of the nature
of events. Trensformation l1s the transformation of the .
opposition to the cpposite directions at the same time, - .
it is a2lso antithesls. Here we.feel that two polnts need-
clarification, = ' R £
(1) Qualitative change is naturally a processe The




naturses of events-ara'different,ﬁaﬁdjﬁhe forms of movement
of various evenits are different; therefore, different events
contain different forms of swift leap forward. " These are
determined by the varigty of the haterial world and by the
variety of the fozms of movemént.  But no matter how differ-
ent the forms ofVSW1ftxlg,p forward are, they are all = .~
qualitative changes - Qualltatlve change is after all the
breaking off of the p¥bcess of gradual chenge. Although -
qualitative change is a process, it after all hasg the lnter-
mingling of the 0ld process with the new process, and has
a cleer 1line, This line, according to our understanding,
1s the point of contact of the mutual transformation of -
the important phase and unimportant phase of contradlctlon.
Therefore, the point of contact should not be blurred =
because the qualitative change ls. the process. To use our
national revolution as an example, in the change from the
revolution of the New Democraesy to the Soclallst revolution,
the key polnt of the qualitative_change'was.the?establish-
ment of the People's Republic of China. This key point ln-
dicates that the baslc esccomplishment of the previous re=
volutlonary stage and the beginning of the latter revolu=- -

tionary stage is the key point at which the first ‘stage of

revolution begins its transformation to the second stage of

revolution. When we say that qualitative change is a pro-
cess, we cannot ignore the keyvpoint’of’transformation“gf_

- events. :

2, Transformation and antifﬁeéisfare the Iinks of |

wdeveiopment and relations. In terms of the 1llnk of ‘develop=

ment, transformationvitself,is]the-ﬂtransition"*between -
the 0ld process and new process, and between their opposite
compound, It is the "bridge.” It 1s Just as Comrade Mao
has poilnted out: -in between the opposltlons, "there'is a-
bridge, and its philosophical term is conformity, mutual-
transformation, or mutual-inflltration: (On gontradiction™).
Thus, in between the oppositions, and beitween the new and -

' old events, if the conformity between them exlists only at’

the stage of qualitative changé, or there 1s only mutually

“dependent conformlty wlthout the more significant mutual=

transformation, there is no qualitatiave change, no develop=~
ment, and no "transition" from the old process to new pro=

ecesse Obviously, the unchangeabie conformity ls the dead

conformity; 1t is the unchanging and frozen mutual "dependence."
This kind of dependence or conformity has no similarlty
with the dialectical conformity. On the other hand, "the

melf-contradictory matter does not dissolve itself %o zero
or the abstractive "have not," 1t dissolves ilfself to the

~ "negative according to its particgla;‘naturgs3 “It means that
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in the process of dissolution of the unified event at the
stage.6f”¢ualitative-change;'therCOntradictOr -oppositions
are not dissolved into abstractive "have note". There 1s
.no vacuum in the change. Ve -cannot say that conformity -
exists at. the stage of quantitativé change and not-at the. -
stage of qualitative change. In any stage of the process
(including the stage of qualitative change), contradiction:
without conformity does not exlst. - By ‘the same, reason, even
at the stage of qualitative change, when the main form of
expression of the conformity is transformation, it does .
not exclude the mutually dependent -relations and relations .
between oppositions or opposite compounds, The transfor-
mation is always the transformation of the mutually depen= -
dent oppositions to their opposlte directions. The differ=-
ence is that the conformlty -at the stages of qualltative and
~quantitative change develop changes of 1ts expressing form.
‘For exemple, under the situatlon of the quantitativc change
of the event the mutual dependence of ‘the oppositions be-
comes the main character if there is mutual transformation.
between the partlial opposite compounds, then at the stage -
of qualitative change, when the transformatlon of the opp-
oslte becomes dominant, there also exists the certain rela=-
tions between the oppositions or mutually dependent con=.
ditions. "Contradictory matter changes from this to that;-
within it, . there ls a certain conformity" {("On Contra=- -
dietion")e “The ruled proletarian class.becomes the ruling
~ elass through revolution, and the original ruling caplitalist
class becomes the ruled, and transforms itself to the posi-
tion of its oppositess. if there is no conformity and con=-
nection under definite conditions, how cem this kind of
cbange take place?" ("On Contradiction) ~ S
. Some people . say that there is conformity between -
:the proletarian and caplitalist classes during the period.
of the united front, and when 1t breaks up, -there is no
conformity between the:.opposltions., Or some say ‘that when
the bourgeols rightsits violently attack the Party and people,
there is conformity between the rightists and the people,
but when the masses rise up against the rlghtlists, there is
no.conformity between them. "We think that neithér of them
is righte "Unlted front" cannot simply be used as a philo~-
sophlcal term for “conformity." Conformlty meens that many
contradictions are real and substantlal contradlctions.
The contradlctlions between'thE‘chinesefworking class and
capitalist class 1s the red and substantial contradiction
of .the modern Chinese social development, But under cer=
_tain historical conditions, they have established an anti=-
imperialist and anti-feudal.united front, and under other
different historical conditions, they have broken the united
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front. Despite the establishnént or breaking off of the .
united frodt, thers 15’ conformlty between the contradictory
oppositions; but there aré dlfferent conformlties under -
different historical cotiditionse.  The offenslve of the bour-
eols rightists against the people and the’ counter-offensive.
of the masses against the*rightistsTgre{all'struggles,"and ,
are expressions of ‘the class struggle under certaln con-
ditions, This kind of struggle is in the ccaformity. .
" The qualitative change sighifles the change between
the new and old process and the beglhning of the new pro-...
~ cess and the end of the old process.s  But that is the be~
ginning of the new process? According to comrade Mao Tse=~
tung's words, "This 1s the old conformity and the oppositional
factor which forms the confomity giving its posltion to the
new conformity and the oppositional factor whiech foriis the
new conformity, and the new process replaces the old pro=- .. -
- gcess. The '0ld process ends and the new process begins.
The new process contalns new contradictions and begine 1its .
own history of contradictory development” ("On contradiction").
Accordlng to our understanding, the taking over of the new .
process for the oldprocess naturally signifies the stopping
of the gradual progress. -It:signifies,the.dividing5line*of
quality between the new process and -the -old processe . But
we are of the opinion that we cannot understand the stopping
of the gradual progress with the concept of "there is no
conformity at the stage of qualltative change," Dbecause the
"retirement" or 'substitution" befween the new process and
0ld process.themselves are transforms sions, and are of more
important significance in conformity. . In the changing pro=
cess between the new and old processes and between the
opposit: factors.which form the new and old processes, each
opposite "exchange" 1s not only the transformation, but the
important expression of the contradictory conformity, be=-
cause the complex situation of the exchange of the opposite

factors between' other secondary ahd yeb-to-be opposite fac-
tors stlll maintain relatipn and connections when the maln
opposite factors are transformlng. ‘Therefore, in the entire
- process, there emerges the-situation in which the opposite
factors are both mutually dependent and mutually transformed

Dependence is the dependence which certain secondary
opposlite factors begin to transform before its accomplish=-
ment, Transformation is the transformeblon between the new
and old  opposite factors. It is wrong to separate the two
meanings of the conformlty, guantitative change dependence,
and qualitative change transformation by using the "class-
dividing" method to distingulsh the two meanings of conformity,
and to say this is dependence and that is transformatlon,
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Becalise, the two meanings of contradictory conformlty, . -
mutual dependence, and mutual transformation cannot be. ..
separated this waye. On -the .cdntrary, they are organically
united, ahd  they contaln even greater significance for
material dlalecticism. = Obvicusly, dependence is the mutual
dependence of the oppositions, Deperdence itgelf contalns
factors of mutual transformation, ‘and the process of mutual
deperidence of the oppositions contains pertial transforma=

tion, Transformtion has its origin in deperdence, and 1t
trahsforma in ‘the opposite directlons. Transformbtlon
1ts&lf" singifies the breaking off of the old dependent
reldtions and the birth of the new dependent relations.
" Therefore, it is incorrect to say that. there is no conformity
--at the stage of qualitative change, or to say that there
‘s only "transformed: conformity apart from mutual depen=-
dence, - AT T = o e
" In summary, the problem of whether there is conformity
.. at ‘the stage of qualltative change ls actually .the problenm
‘of the general singificance of the law of contradictory
unity, It is a problem of how. to understand the basic con-
tent of the law of contradictory unlty. My opinion here 1s
only a first step toward the understanding of this problem.
There iust be numerous errors, and I expect criticisms and .
-teachings from the comradess - L e . N

Footnbteé:nr
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1 See Jew Construction, 1960, No. 6, Hsieh Ching's..
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‘THE CHANGES AND STRUGGLE BETWEEN
" MATERTALISH AND IDEALISH -

v[fbliow1ng'is’th,l%%anslation;bf'an'articié'by-
Ho Iin (6320 7792) in Che-hsueh Yen=-chiu
(Philosophy Research), Peiping, No. 1, 25

- January 1961, pp. 60-68,/

Discussions on the existence of' conformlty between
idealism and materialsm will enable us, through discussion
end free airing of opinions, to have a more profound and
broader understanding of the essence and core of material-
istic dialectics-~the law of the unity of opposites=-=so that
it can be moré closely assoclated with-practice. Besides,

I am convinced that through disoussion we will be able to-
gain & more canncrete understanding of the struggle between
materlalism and ldeallsm. % Cro L .
- In the discussions on the history of Chinese. philosophy
carried out in the winter of 1956, ‘the struggle, .conformity,
or inter-permeation between idealism and materiallsm were
‘touched upon. Some of the comrades wlo took part in the
discussions at thet tlme, myself in particular, showed

many erroneous opiulons and went.astrays. Of course, through
the discussions, we received much assistance and enlighten=-
me'ntg : B o . i L : ) )
.© 7 A% that time, when discussing the identity or lnter-
permeation between ldealism ‘and materialism, some 6f the -

comrades went astray because first they erroneously accepted
‘the so=called "rectification of deviation.". It was alleged
8t that time that doctrinairism was qulte influential. So
everybody emphatlcally asserted taht the struggle of mater=-
ialism against idealism had gone to the "excess" and that .
idealism had been "over-negated." In order to "rectlfy -
the deviation," they asserted that more attention should be
pald to the aspect of ldentity between -1dealism and mater-
- 4alism and gave idealism a higher estimation. As a result,
they became immersed in the error of -confounding the de~-
 marcation line "between idealism ‘and materlalisme .
' . ' Secondly, someé people, in presenting the problem, -
did not determinedly or strictly use the law of the unity .
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of opposites as the basls. Thus, in seeking the jdentity
between idealism and materialism, they became immersed in
the abstract, formal, and metaphysical confornity and not
the dislectical conformity or the conformlty of inter-de~
pendence and mutual transformation which Chairman Mao %as
expoundeds They also Porgot the baslc principle that "the
conformity of the opposites is relative, while the struggle
between the opposités is absolute.” They sought the "common
ground" between ldeallsm and materialism, divorcing them-
selvos.from dislectios. They neglected the struggle between
meterislism and idealism and confounded ‘the demarcatlion line
between materialism and idealisms . - < oo

As I recall, at that time some comrades held at least
the foiicwing three formal and abstract, le.e., un-~naterialis-
tic dizlectical viewpoints in thelr explanations of the con-
formity'betweenfidealism'and'materialism: I o
o First, some comrades regarded idealism and moterial=
ism as two aspects of an entlty. They thought that of the
‘entity of philosophy, one expect 1s idealism and the other
“materialism, which are the two main schools of philosophye.
They thought that herein lies thelr conformity. Obviously,
this is merely the abstract, formal, and metaphysical con=
formity mnd not the conformity in the inter-dependence and
struggle of contradictlon as dialectically proven. - :
- Second,‘some"comradesrerroneouslyxthought‘that in some
idealistic systems there existed "rational cores," or in
other words, SOme,1dealistio.systems~or.wrimings=embodied
materialistic elements and dislectical elements. These so=-
called "rational cores," "dialectical elements," and .
"materialistic elements" are the basls of the unity or con=-
formity between idealism and materiallsm. Actually,- this
was not seeking the dlalectlecal unity between the two, but
rather the common ground between two incompatible -opposites.
‘This was not wagin a determined struggle on the stand of
materialism against ldealism, but rather "seeking common
ground" between the opposing ldeological campse * This view-
‘point also erronecusly regarded the "materialistilc elements"
'in the idealistlc systems as the thlngs which are in common
with the essence of dlalectical naterialism, 'and that the
"dialectical elements" in the ildealistic systems are the
" things which are in common with materialistic dlalectics
. and which can be readily absorbed and assimilated by dla=-
‘lectlical materlalism without expending efforts in criticism,
reformation, and struggle. This not only showed lgnorance
of the conformity of the dlalectlcal contradictions in seek=
ing formal and ebstract "common ground," but also sought the
peaceful co~existence of materialism with ideallsm or even
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the laying aside of the weapon of struggle agalnst ideals .-
ism. In facty this reflected that some people (including
myself) with bourgeois idealist ldeas were unwilling to -
reform their world outlook and wlshed to retain the so= :
called "rational elements"!in ldéalistic philosophy to re-
sist or -boycott dlaleetleal materlallisme « i oo
' Third, there wWeré also comrades who opposed the two
above-mentioned erroneous viewpoints. However,. they rea=
soned that the identity between ldeallsm and materialism .
lies in that both study the same objectives, themes, and. .
problems. For ingtance, both study philosophy; both have ..
ontology, epistemology, and wolld outlook as ‘the:objectives
of thelr studies; and both 'study the relation of thinking ...
and being, differing only ln the basically opposite viewpoints
on the common objectives and problems. This view is still +
. seeking the common grouhd, without dialectlcally polnting .;
out how idealism and materialism are a unlty of opposlites.
?;“Now,”as«We&are*conducting:further~diecuss1nns under
‘new conditions of the unity of opposites.of ldealism and .
materialism, it :would be beneficial to the discusslions %o .
review the wrong direction we look and to derive lessons .
from our mistakes, ’ ; I SN S TR VR
Ag régards iMermutuzltrarsfermetion between—ideallism
and materialism, Lenin made & definite affirmations.: In ... .
discussing Hegel's exposition of the objectlvity of ldeas,
Lenin pointed out: "Objective ideallsm was changed '@ :
(umschlagen) into ‘the “*eve! of materialism."l 'This means
objective idealism can be transformed or changed into . . -
materialism. Also, in "Hegels 'Dialectical Materialism'," .
Lenin also sald, "Objeciive (particularly absolute) idealism
tortuouriy (and even by turning somersaults) closely approaches
material%sm; or even partlally becomes (veérwandelt) mater=
falism,"s . A R I
©* Besides, in mentioningthe transformation of mater-
ialism into idealism, Lenin ‘sald, "As for the explanatlons
of ‘the leap from things in general-in nature. into the souly
the leap from the secondary to the primary and the:leap from
materialism into idealism, 'this means. the two extremes:
conformftOgeachaother('andEalso‘changewthemselvesa"fi2"Leap"
in this connection, as Lenin pointed out elsewhere, means -
"dislectical transformation (ubergang)e"# -~ = o o

. _ quWeverjjwefmusthunder$tandvthéihere’Leninfmeant.that
under. given conditions in a cértain period of the history -
of‘philosophygﬁmateriallsm_was;transfprmed'intOfidealismsfﬂ
This does not run counter to our view that the m'st correct,
most scientific, and mosSt-developed dlalectioal materlalism
would not transform into idealisit or be replaced by ldealism.



Therefore, it is contrary to facts in the history of philo~-
sophy and Lenin's teachings to admlt the transformation of -
jdeslism into materialism and to refuse to admlt the trans-
formation of materialism into idealism.. At the same tlme,
we shall see that it is glso erroneous t0-assert that dla~
lectical materialism may algo transform into ideallisn end
be replaced by subsequent ldediism op .the strength of the
ssmission that in history materiallism:might transform” into
idealisme . . o 7 ano D
" Therefore, we can see that Lenin thinks that, in the
process of the development of the history of philosophy, "
there did occur the transformation'pf,idealism[into mater=
dalism ahd vice versa, that 1s to say, the mutual transform=
ation end transmutation between jdealism and materialism.
In other words, the law of the unlty of opposites of mater-
jalist dlalectlices runs through the struggle -between idealism
and materialism in.the history of philosophy. = Therefore, ..
if we are not to .be bound by the methods of metaphysics,
if we are to concretely understand the "universallity of ..
contradictions," if we are ‘to apply the struggle and identlty
of contradictions to the study of the history of philosophy
and. to the struggle between idealism and paterialism, we .
must admit the mutual transformation of idealism and
materlalism. - T R I

- 'In"order to prevent immersion into involved study -
of diction, here-we'shall»understand,"umschlagen",fﬁver-
wandeln," and "ubergang" all as "transformation.”" In. .
general, :in the Chinese verslon of Lenin's Philosophical
Notes," "ubergang," more often than not, is translated .
“as "trensformation." In dietion, it 15 less easy to under-
stand when we- say.that 1deallsm may "transmute" into mater=
18lism than to sey that idealism may "change," or "change".
into materialism. . . S Cae

» - From ‘the viewpolnt of materialistic .dialectlcs, we
neve affirmed thet in the history of philosophy idealism
might transform into materlallsm and vice versa. . However,
‘we must further expound the meaning of "transformation."
In addition to criticlizing the metaphysical viewpoint which
‘fundamentally opposes mutual transformatlon, we must force=
fully criticlze the ldeallstlc dailectical,understanding o
of "transformationme™ . . et S
- .. “First, the mutual transformation of the opposltes
as understood in ideallstic dialectics is fundamentally
different from the mutusl transformetlon as understood -in
_materislistic dialectlcs.. Materialistic dlalectles regard

- that "the unity {coincldence, cenformity, and balance) .
between the opposites is conditional, temporary, ephemeral,
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and relative, while the struggle of the mutually expelling.
opposites is absolutes”d On the gther hand, idealistlc
dialectics regards thay whed the struggle of the opposltes
“reaches the ebsolute cotcept and absolute spirit, 1t has
sttained the ‘summit and ‘the absolute unity is attained, and
therefore the struggle of the opposltes 1s relative while
the final unity of the opposites is absolute.

~ Second, ldealistic dlalectlcs emphasizes that the

transformation of things 1s due to thelr own nature, activ-
'ities, transition, or transformation into their opposltes,
while neglecting objective conditlons and disregerding social
and historieal conditions, particularly the condlitions .
resulting from situations of class struggle. For lnstance,
" Hegel says: "The limited things are not only subjected
‘to external limitations, but, owning ‘to the rejecticn by
its own nature and its own activities, they transmute into
thelr opposites.“6 As pointed out by Chalmran Mao in "On
Contradictions,"” .materlalistic dl lectics admits that "ox~-
ternal causes take effect through internal causes."! .and
" that "contradictlons within u thing are the baslic cause of
its development, while 1ts relationshlp wlth other things,
their inter-connection, and inter-actlon, is a secondary.
cuase."S However, 1t emphasizes that "the two opposing
aspects of a contradiction, under given conditlons, transfer
- themselves to the position of thelr opposites."d It would
' be conceptual dlalectics to speak of the conceptual self
transformation detached from certain conditions.. It .
would also be fundamentally running counter to historical
materialism and meterialistic dialectics to speak of the -
transformation of opposing things in context with general
“external oconditlons but detached From concrete social and
“historical conditions, particularly class conditlons,

~© Third, idedistic dlalectlics may emphasize the trans=-
formatlon of thlnking 1tself into 1ts opposite and then,
" through the negotion of the opposite, return to ltself,
resulting in becoming immersed in the idealistlc formula
~of thinklng being thinking. « Idealistic dialectics may
 emphasize the mutual transmutation and mutual transformation
between limited things such as “extreme anarchy and extreme
- dictatorship may transform into.each other; extreme paln

' and extreme joy may transmute into each other,"l0 Thatis

‘o say, they are "compelled" to transform or "destined" to
transmute into the opposite. This 1s taking a "fatallstioc"
~ view of the transformatlon and struggle of contradlctlons
- and the mutval transformbion of thingse. This would mean.

~ they are predetermined, utterly negating man's subjective

motivating power and his effect in promoting the trensformatlon
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of things. For lnstance, Hegzel says,"A finlte thing orl-
ginally takes anothér thing as ltself., Owlng to internal.
contradictions,»it;is compelled 1o transcend. its current -
being and transmute into 1ts{oppb51tq;“‘-ﬁe also says, "When
we, say ‘Al} things{(meanin%.all'fiﬁihesthings) are destined
to contain cqntradictions ‘we can’ surely see the universal
and irresistible fOrce."li Tt is correct to explain the unle
. versality and mutual transformation of contradictlons, How-
,evgqr,;ylhgsdprecisely-exposed the weaknesses of ideallstic
. dlalectics in ysing fatalist-flavored phrases such as "com=
pelled," "compelled /to transmute into its opposite," and -
-1degtingd ; to cofitain ‘contradictions," which imply that con-
tradiction is a universal and irresigtible blind force and
fgil,tqjsee_ény:prdsﬁeCts of progress and improvement in the
.process of transformationes Thls may glve rise to such side
offects ag fear of contradlictions and. escape. from contra-.
.dictions.. . oo o SR o
Lo As demonstrated by the sltuation in which the New -
Hegelism of the Western countries forsakes dialectics and-
,covers up or does away with the contradictions of things and
the transformation of contradlctions, 1t i1s obvious that.
idealistic dlalectlcs tends to cover up: contradictions and
_ the harmony of contradictionse In direct contradiction to
"this, Chalrmen Mao points out the universality and particular-
1ty of contradictions on the one hand, and emphasizes man's
subjective motivating power to solve contradictions and polnts
out that "employing different methods for the solution of dlf-
ferent contradictlons ls'a grinciple'to»which Marxism-lLenln=-
ism must strictly adhere,"l2 on the other hand.. Therefore,
. contradictlions can be solved and cannot: be sald to .be an ab=-
solute "irrésistible force." = Of course, when old contra=
ﬁdiptions;aref901v%d, new”contradictipns~are_bornw,,ﬂherqfore,
“white expounding the law of "the mutual . transformation of
contradictory things;" Chairman Mauv emphatically taught the
comrades "to prbpagandizéﬁthe;orrginal'dialectics of things
to promote

the tronsformation of things in-order to attaln
~ the gdals'of‘revdIUtlona“13 Thus we are made to understand
"that_the_driginal'dialectfcs'ofathe~transfer and transmuta=-
‘tion of a thing into:‘lts opposite“inﬂacccrdance;with its own
nature 1s also the objeetive law of change and development.
Furthermore, after men have grasped the objective law of the

tlons, they mave to make full use of man's subjective motivat-
ing power "to promote the .transformation of things:in order
.to attaln the“goals-of‘revblution.9=xarm TR R

o ‘When we studyltheuconformity,ofvnpposites or ‘the mutual
“¢pansformation between ideallsm and materialism in accordance
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with Chaoirman Mao's materialistic dialectical viewpoint which
dictates that man's subjective motivating power should be de-
veloped and the mutual transformation of things promoted ac-
cording to the original dialectics of things, we ghall have a
firm end clear @irectidn end shall be able to use different
methods for the Solution of the different contradictions be-
tween idealism and materialism under different conditions.

We shall also develop man's subjective motivating power in
sccordance wlith the revolutionetry interests of the prole-

tariat, adhere to the prihciples of Marxist materialism, and
wage a determined etruggld hgeinst ldeéalism in order %o pro=
mote the transformation of idealism into materiallsm. This
also means that in the contradiction between ‘the two world .
outlooks and in the struggle waged by materlalism against U
idealism we must attain victory and realize the goals of .
revolution. Thus, the transition and transformation of ideal-
ism into materialism means the solutlon of the internal- con=-
tradiction in ldealism iteelf, a transformation gained -through
struggle and not a fatalistic, blind, and voluntary transforma-
#ion, . Besides, we understand that the antagonism or struggle
between materialism and ideallism is not something terrible .
which one has to cover up or escape from, We welcome face-
to-face opposition, We face up to the contradiction or origl=-

s nal dialectics between the two, and promote the transformation

" of idealism into materialism through effort and struggles
I remember that the Italian New Hegelian Bendetto
Croce, in discussing the relationship between idealism and
materialism, once made some remarks o the followlng effect:
When you see idealism galn popularlty here, you will very soon
see materialism gain popularity there; when you see material=
ism gain popularity there, very soon you will see 1dealism
gain popularity here., (These remarks were probably made by
him around 1930 at en lnternational phillosophical conference.)
Here he understood the opposites of the mutual transforma-
tion based on the original dialectics of things as the al-
ternate waxing and waning of the two.  In his viewpoint, we
cannot detect the princlpal and non=principal aspeeéts of a
contradiction or the intermal inevitability or external ob=-
jective conditions of transformation. We also cannot see
the motivating efforts which promote transformation through
struggle., Croce came to thls conclusion seemingly by super=
ficially summarizing some phenomena in the history of philo-
sophye. It also seemed to be based on the theory of human
“nature. (William James, in his book Pragmatlsm, advanced the
theory based on human nature that materialists are mostly
hard-hearted persons while ldealists are mostly soft-hearted
persons.) The reasoning 1s that as the ldeallsm advocated by

.



persons of a certain temperament gains prevalence, 1t is op-
posed by the materialism advocated by people of another tem=-
perament, ahd vice versas Thus, 1t seems that the entire
bhistory of philosophy 1is the alternate undulations of the
different philosophies (ideslism and materislism) sponsored-
by people of different temperaments (soft-hearted;and,hard-
hearted people) which:are in poiWer by . turnse I must adht
that in the past, I thought all along that Croce's views on
the reldations of ideallsm and ‘materialism embodied the .dia=
lectical outlook.  Only récently, after having dzeply studled
Mon Contradiction;! I realized that Croce's views. .were. idealls-
tic and- ludiorous and a. distrotion’and vulgarization. of dia=
lecties. We admlt that idealism-and materiallsm may.. transform
into each other, However, this transformationyisAfundamentally
different from the ldeallstic "¢ransformation” advanced by -
" Croce. : ‘ . T Cae T

777" And then Hegel, in his theory on logic, was. of the .
* opinion that all finite things transform,1nt0gtheir,opposites.
This seems to imply that only finite things transform into
their opposites, while infinlte things, suchas infinite think-
ing and absolute ldeas, would be the function of thinking it~
.self, embracing the opposing aspects, and therefore, would not
transform into their opposites. - This idealistic viewpoint
has long since been refuted by diaslectical materialism. Flrst,
dialectical materialism regards the process of the transforma=-
tion of things as perpetual and universal, . As Chairman Mao
has sald, "The transformation of one thing into another is
the process of metabolism."  And he also sald, "Metabolism
1s the uﬁiversal and perpetual irresistidble law in the unl~
verse."l4 Therefore, we would not recognize abstract absolute
ideas which are sald to be withoutmetabolism and transcend the
process of transformation. Second, speaking of the transforma=
tion netween mind and matter and between thinking and beling,
dialectical materialism inslsts on i{hs principle that matter
or being is primary ln the formula of being=-thinking=-beling
which is dlametrically opposed to the  6bjective ideallstic.
formula of mind-matter-mind or thizking-being-thinking. Lenin
said, "Hegel, the exponent of dislectics, could not understand
the transformation from matter to idea."l5 This scores a direct
hit at the vulnerable polnt of Hegel's idealistic viewpoint of
transformation. : : o - S ' S
SR ‘Since Hegel regarded the absolute ldea as matchless:
and unableto transform into 1ts opposite, when dlscusslng the
proéess of development of the history of philosophy, he did
his best to cover up the processes of struggle and ‘transforma-
~tion between idealism and materialism and stressed the ldentity
between different philosophical systems. ‘He stressed that
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different philosophical systems "simultaneously become the
different links of an organic whole wherein they nog only -
are not in conflict but also inevitably the same."1® In his
Dissertatlon on the History of Phildsophy, he also sald,
Every phllosophical system 1s also & scope. However, it
dées not become mutually répellent with other scopes on .
this accountes These sodpds haltre thelr inescapable destiny..
That is, they inevitably will be linked together and rele=-
gated to the links of a whole,"17 We may say that, in this
assertion, Hegel attempted to melt, to lntegrate, or, we ..
may say, to forsake otheéer philosophlcal systems, particularly
~ the materialistic system, with his powerful objective ideal-
istic system. ' Superficlally, he did not regard materialism-
ag the opposite of idealism with which 1t was engaged. in a
life and death struggle. He declared that he would "link
‘them up" and "reduce them to thé different links of a whole."
Thus, his idealism would not be transformed from materiallsm,
but would be "the richest, the most comprehensive, and the
most concrete.philosophical system"18 which combines the '
“essence of the philosophical systems of all times. However,
as a matter of fact, Hegel's objective idealism was developed
as a result of his inheritance of and criticisms of the ideal=-
4sm of Kant, Schelilng, and others and his ruthless criticism
of and struggle against all materialism, particularly French
. ‘materialism. He could not cover up the struggle between -
‘materialism and idealism, nor could he repudlate the nutual
‘transformatlion between the two. We would rather say that the
“tricks Hegel employed in transforminz materialism into ideal-
ism lie in transforming or relegating the opposite 1lnto a
link in his own system. As a matter of fact, Hegel's own.
objective lidealistic system could not escape from the process
of historical dialectics. Thruogh criticism and struggle,
1t was first transformed into Feuerbach's materialism and

“later into dialectical materialisme- e

The crux of the matter lies i1 whether dialectical
‘materialists would also adopt Hegel's methods in "linking
up" other systems, particularly idealist systems, and relegat-
ing them into the links of a whole. As regards this question,
we must say dlalectical materialists insist on thelr own. -
partisanship and do not camouflage their own class nature,
Even though we declare that we must critlclze and absorb the
rational cores of opposlng systems and are willing to learn
from the enemy, still we are opposed to unscientific and non-
eritical "linking up" of the philosophical systems which in
the past served the exploiting class wlth the dialectlcal
‘materialist system. We also cannot reduce the scope or
‘principles of opposing systems- to organic links of our own
‘gystem. - : - ST . , . L
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. . Take Hegel himself, . In :his gystem of logic, there
existed "being," tquantity," "matter,” "reallzibility,"” and.
. "objective body" which it shared ln common with materialism.
However, -heé ‘had distroted them from an ‘idealistic standpoint
and relegated them to-a secondary position under the soul
and mind. Therefore, these had lost the positions they had
in the materialist system end ‘had been "transformed" by him,
into improbably organle links in.the idealist system. - .
 ‘From the foregoing dlscussions, We can derive: the fol=
- lowing conclusion: the nutual transformation between ideal=-
jism and materialism is shown in the struggle between two .
_lines. One line takes the idealist,stand,‘wagesfstrugglej~[
against materialism in accordance with tke formula of thinking=-
beingathinking,'and,transforms_materialism into idealism,
That is, 1%t urges materialism to transfer lnto i1ts opposlte,
 thus "integrating" and "linking up" materiallsm and idealism.
' Materislism is relegated to a link in ldeallsm. This wag the
way of Hegel which we must oppose and criticlze. S
" The other line is the line of Marxist philosophy. In
sccordance with the formula of being=-thinking-being, that is,
Wghe original dialectics of things," we struggle agalnst
different versions of ideslism, "promote the transformation
of things," and transform idesilem into materialism; that 1s,
promote the transfer of idealism into its opppsite,jmaterial-
ism. ' Thus, the opposing agpects of a contradiction are made
to transfer themselves to the posﬁﬂﬂns,of4their"oppdsites, and

.. this transformation is not unconditional and does mnot follow

fthefundulgting lines without undergoing the critical process
3f‘strugg;e.. This is a new process of development, In his

On Contradiction," Chairman Mao regarded the process of
trensformation as a process of metabolisme ‘In discussing.
transformation, Chairmaen Mao-sald, ."In the world, the new:
always replaces the old through this process of metabolism,"19
This remark is rich in profound maicrialistlc dlalectics and
struggle. - = = : Lo e - :

7 Having learned Chairman Maols exposition of the trans-

. formation from the materialistic cialectical viewpolnt, we.

- will not go astray. Ve will understand. that in studyling the
transformation of 1dealism and materialism into each other

we aim "to promote the transformilon of things.in order to
attain revolutionary goals." That is to say, our goal is to
promote the transformatiopn of ideallsm into materialism, to
‘promote "the replacement of the old by. the new,! and to .
promote "the metabollsm of. things" through struggle and the
development of -the: subjective métivaing power in accordance
with -the original dialectics of things. .In criticizing ideal-
ism in the history 6f;philosophy,win,criticizing-the<contem-'
porary ildealism of the bourgeoisie in various countries, and
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and in our efforts to remould old ldeologles and the old
world outlook, we have as our gbal the transformation of -
the two World philosophical outldoks. under new conditions

- and the promotion of the transformbiion of ldealism to
dialectical materiallsm. In discussing the identity or
transformition between idealism and materialism, our aim is.
not to seek out the common characterisiics between the two,
C-nor ‘bo study the cyclical yndplations of idealism and mater-
jalism. In studying the transformation of idealism into
materiallsm, we are serving the political needs of the Pro=
letariat and the cause of revolutlon.. - ' S

¢

© . In this connection, we have to provide an answer to -
this question: According %o the law which says "each of
the two contradlctory aspects, according to given conditions,
 tends to transform itself into the other," cannot wo say .
that the proletarian world sutlook and ‘dialectical mater-
ialism may also, according to given condition, transform
themselves into & certaln form of idealism? In other words,
cannot dlalectlcal materialism, according to glven conditions,
transfer itself into the position of 1ts opposite?  As we
know, "The contradictilon between materlalism and idealism
will exist in a soclalist society and a communi gt soclety - -
and will be expressed in various forms."20 Since ina
soclalist society and a communist soclety the world outlook"

of the proletariat wlll have fgken the dominant position
and, even if the contradiction between materialism and -
jdealism still exists, ldealism nay be transformed into
‘materialism thrqughAcriticism,jcannct dizlectical materiallsm,
according to given conditions, also be transformed into -
idealism? . O RSN

. I ‘touched upon this problem in.an article published
early in 1957. I said, "I also believe that as the hilstory
of phllosophy developsAinto’aialectieal‘materialism, the
highest, the most developed, the most sclentific, and the
richest materlallsm, i1t will never be vanqulshed by .any =
jdealism. Even though the struggle between materialism and
. idealism will still exist in a socialist soclety and a .
. communist soclety, this,strugglefcan,oan make dialectlical
. materialism richer and more developed,"2l  Basically, I
 8t111 uphold this view. However, I have to augment and -
demonstrate ite. First, I have to say that, before the
. .appearance of Marxist materialism, there.truly had been
situations in which materialism and idealism had taken .
adcendency over and transformed into each other alternately
in the history of philosophy. (It is not ‘the purpose of
. this article to concretely analyze the process of the trans-
 formation of idealism and materiallsm intoeach according to
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given hisﬁbricai 6ondi%lbﬁé,iﬁ the" history of philosophy.)

However, dlalectical materialism, as the world outlook of =
the proletariat and ‘theiyp ldeplogical system and as the super-
structure of the. socialist society and communist soclety, can-
not be transformed irto other forms of idealism, because his=
;tory.cannpt‘retrogress;,the'proletariat cannot retrogress.and

' become the capitalist soclety or feudal soclety. In the

docialist society and communist soclety, ldeallism which served
the exploiting class has already lost its class basls. Even
' though some resldue of idealistic ideas may remain in the '
minds of a few persons, and even though when people become ..
immersed in wrong thinking and subjective one-sidedness, they
may have idealistic ildeas with which they oppose materialism
‘and induce struggles of materialism against ideallism. This
jdealism which lacks substantial class roots and social basls,
or in other words, lacks a mass basis, has become a homeless
‘ghost and cannot become & strong philosophical system (such-
as the idealism of Plato and the Germesn classical ideallsm).-
It 48 no match for dialectical materialism and cannot urge
dialectical materialism to transform into ldealism, thus re=
placing dialectical materialism. Therefore, I affirm that -
Marxist materialism cannot be transformed into idealism and
be replaced by a blgger ideallstlc systeun. However, we must
emphasize that, eéven in a soclallist socleéty and a communist
soclety, erroneous idealism which reflects the consclousness
of exploitation will appear incessantly, and the struggle: .
between materialism and idealism' will continue., It 1ls the
mission of Marxist materialism to continuously wage a struggle
against idealism (lncluding, of course, rectificationism) of
any form which may appear any time, and to continuously pro-
_mote the transformation of idealism in order to enrich and
develop dialectlcal materiallsm. e o : C

.« - While Marxist materiall

Rt ' m cannot transform into ideal-
ism, this does not mean 1% will becomc stagnant and has’al-
already reached absolute perfectlon. Through continuous cor-
rect reflection on the progress of soclety, the changes iu -
nature, and the rich experiences of human 1life and revolution=
ary struggle, it continuously enriches, develops, and lmproves
itself, It will forever develop and progress with the develop=-
‘ment of soclety and the progress of time, It will forever
possess vitality. - It is the motivatlng power and guldance
for the transformation and reformation of all things. There=
fore, 1t cannot transfer to 1ts opposite and be replaced by
it. - Among-those .who study Marxist philosophy, particularly
those who have yet to be well versed in 1t, some may have
empiricist, doctrinairist, rightist, and "leftist" deviations.
Amidst these deviations, Internal criticisms, self-criticlsms,
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-and ideological and theoretical struggles must be unfolded.

This shows precisely the vitzllty and the process of contra=-
dictions and development of Marxist philosophy and does not
mean that 1% may transfer to its opposlte and be replaceé

by idealism, or transform into ideallsm. - s

" The above explains that dialectical materialism cannot
be transformed into idealism by emphasizing class sources.
Speaking of 1t epistemolégioally, Lenin onde pointed out!
"Iinearity, oné-sidedness and stiffness, sutjectivism, and
subjectivist blindness a¥é the épistemologlcal source of

1dealism,"2 Contrary to 1linearity, Lenin pointed out, "Hu-

man knowledgesssis infinitely similar to a"series of circles,
or to spiral curves."23 Contrary to one-sldedness, material=-
ist dialectics “is,tﬁe‘mqst perfect, profound, and broadly
developing theory."e Instead of being stiff and stnbborn,
materialist dialectlcs emphasizes conceptual agility and -
flexibllity. Contrary to subjectivism ad subjectlve blind-
ness, dlalectical materialism is the truthful reflection of
objective facts and is the correct reflection of the per-
petual development of the world.25 Therefore, we think the

‘ problems are how to use materialist dialectics to criticlze

and reform idealist dialectics ln order to promote its trans-
formation and how dialectical materlalism 1s to criticlze and
wage struggles against ildeallism and expose its errors and

one~-sidedness theoretically and epistemologlcally in order to

- promote its transformation into materiaiism and not vice

versa, It is precisely for this reason that Marxism is "omni-

 potent" and invincidble. A4s Lenin sc aptly ggg it, "Marxist

theory . 1s omnipotent because it 1s correct, ‘Only correct

. things can transform and reform wrong things, and not vice

versa.,  Only complete and broad things can transform and im-

. prove lopsided and one-sided things, and not vice versa.
Marxzist materlalism is omnipotent and all-conquering because
it can, according to the orlginal dialectics of things and.

the internal contradictions of ideclism, promote the trans-

 formation of idealism and force ldealism to transform to lts

tain the revolutionary objectives, o ,
. In the process of the struggle between materlallsm and

opposite in order to enrich and improve materlalism and at-

1dealism, because materialism which represents the demands

of the progresslive classes has defeated idealism and promoted
the transformatlon of ldealism and 1ts transfer into its
opposite~-materialism, therefore, the unity of oppesites is
attained, It must be clearly understood that this unity’ls
achieved in materialism and not in idealisms. .~~~ =

‘ As regards the process of unity through struggle and
promotion of the transformatlon of opposites, Chairman Meo
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once made a great exposition on Marxism.  Even though he was
referring to the political situation in China or the unity

of the contradictory struggle between the Communist Party -
and the Kuomintang, the basic theory on struggle and unlty
presented by Chailrman Mao is: very enlightening and is entirely

sultable for application in our discusslons of the unity of
opposites between materialism and idealism.: - -~ - =
In his article "The Reactionaries Mus® be Sanctioned,"
Chairman Mao said: "Chine must urite. Without unlty, there
can be no victorysssWe should have’ demended national unlty a-
. long time agos . First, unity in the war of resistanceees :
Second, unity in unificatlon.... Third, unity .in progress.
The whole natlon must progress, and the backward must be
asked to keep abreast with the progresslve people .and not
vice versa." Bince the contradiction and unlty here ré= - -

ferred to are replete with significance in realistic struggle
and profound and great materialistic dialectical ldeas; .
Chairman Mao repeatedly expounded the theory. I think these
remarks should be fully quoted. ~ C _

. Secondly, in "An Interview with the Central News Agency,
. Shao-tang Pao, and Hsin-min Pao," he sald: "Ohina needs unity.
However, unlty should be effected in the war of resistance, '
in unification, and in progress. If unity is to be“gffected
in the opposite direction, then China will perish."20

In his speech on "Unify All ‘Anti-Japanese Forces, Op=
-.gose'Anti-Cdmmunist‘Die—Hards,"‘Chairﬁan Mao also exposed the

"bogus unity theory" of the reactlonarless He presented 'his
own genuine, realistic, and rational “theory of unity, saying,
"Unity! Unity! The faction which advocates surrender has 1ts
own theory on unity, asking us to ‘achleve unlity through sur-
render; the antl-Communist die=hards have thelr theory on =
unity, asking us %to achleve unity through division and retro-
gressioneess Our theory of unity is the theory of unlity of

the entlre people and the theory of unlty of all people with
a conscliences It 1s based on the war of reslstance, unifica-
tion, and progress."29 In "Ten Demsnds Directed at the. Kuo-
mintang," he again stated: ."Unity not through surrender but
through the war of resistance; unlty not. through division
but through uniflcatlon; unlty not through retrogression, but
through progress. Unlty on the basls of the war of resistance,
unification, and'proggsss 1s genuline unity, rational unlty,
and practical unity."”% The "unity" referred to here by
Chairmen Mao 1s of great significance, First, 1t refers:

to political and national unity. Second, 1t refers to the
struggle and unity or conformity between the opposites of
war of resistance and surrender, unification and division,
and progress and retrogression. This is unity or conformity
with dialectical significance. Third, i1t refers to the

86

-




-promotion of the trcmeformation of the opposites; that is,
the transfer of things to thélr opposites. The promotion’ of
.the transformation of surrender into the war of resistance -
..means unlty in the war of resistance., The promotion of the
. transformation of backwardness into prosress means unlty in
-+ progress.: [The unity or trinsfoimation referred’ to here em-
braces the significance of the development of subjéctive moti-
vating power, combatlveness, and theé revolutionary spirit to

Dromote the transformatinn of thingse = - - o -
.- Ln discussing. political strugzle here, Chalrman lieo
. .presented the principle of the unity of opposites of materlal=
...istle dialectics vhich 1s entirely in accord with the principle
... of the strugsle, unity, and transformation of the opposites
expounded in "On Contradiction." . Looked at epistemologically,
this principle means that the struggle of the correciness and
trust against. wrongness should 'be united in truth and correct-
ness,. Marxism is ‘omnipotent because it is correct, because
1t is ,the combination of trithfulness, revolutionary spirit,
and combativeresss In studying this universal basic principle,
. --We have come to understand the following points in céonnection
. with the unlty of the opposites of idealism and materialism,
~. . 'First, in order to earnestly ‘carry out the matérialistic
. Gialectical principle of the unity of opposites, we must admit
.. kbat 1dedlism and materialism can transform-into”each ather
- and unlty does exist between them, “As Glailrmen Mao ‘pointed
‘out, between bickwardness and progress, between the land-owning
.. ..¢lass and the peasants, and between the working class and  the
~ bourgegisle, mutual “transformatlon lc'possible and unity does
.exist. The sfruggle between backwardiess and progress is =
Munited in’progress! In the struggle between the landlords and
- the pearants, under the conditions of the land reform led by
the Comtunlst Party, "The peasants are transformed from the
ruled to, the rulers, while the landlords transform in the op=-
. posite directlbng"Bi"infthé;Sjrugglefbetween~thq"proletariat
. and the bourgeoisie, "the ruled proletariat, through the re=
~volution, 1s transformed into the rulers; while the original
rulers, the bourgeolsle, 1s transformed into the ruled, having
. transferred itself to the position of its opposite."32 ' Because
~the unity of.opproglites and mutual transformation, & weapon
.of materlalistic dialectics, can only be possessed by the pro-
. .gressive and réVblﬂtion@rj{classbs,fit‘ﬁxges*idealism, which
 Jpsually serves the reactionary classes, to' transform into
materialism and urges ideallism to be united with materialism,
and not vice versa, Since this principle of the unity of op~-
..». posites has profound and abundant slgnificance, 1t can be com-
.. pletely allled to explain the trensformation end unity of
' ideallsm end-materialism. L Of course, we have no intention of
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mixing idealism ln philosophy or 1dealists with the landlords
or the bourgeoisies = T S
: Second, from the dialectical materialist point of view,
the unity of oppesites, the unlty of idealism and materiallsm,
is not achieved in a third system, something neutral which 1s
neithsr_iéealist”npr mathialistg‘but'isAachievediin,mgte:xal-
ism, must as t?g struggle: between progress and backwardness
is not united in a third thing ,hich‘transcendS'progress;gﬁd
backwardness or something ‘neutral which 1s neither backward=
pess nor progress. This 1s because "gitting on the fence
would not do and there is no third alternative."33 According
to this principle, we,can,refute'certain schools of philosophy
- which use varlous tricks which transcend ideallism and material=
- 41sm and which are neither idealism nor materiallsm to cover
thelr own idealist substance. B P
. Third, the Kuominteng has 1ts bogus, impractical, and
irrational theory of unity.',In‘direet'0pposition to this, -
- Chairman Mao presented the genuine, practical, and rational
theory of unlty advocated by the Chinese Communist Party, .
which is unity on the basis of the war of resistance, uniflca-
tion, and progress. As we lkmow, in a similar fashlon, reac-
 tionary philosophers in the history of philosophy also had . :
their own theories of the unity between materiali”‘ and11dgal-
ism., Hegel, whom we have eriticized above, was an outstanding
one, who, from an ldealist standpoint, proclaimed his theory
of the unity of opposites in whigh."idealism'and.materialism
are linked up" and materialism 18 relegatéd to a link of ldeal-
ism, As we know, thisﬂconservat;ve_and.reactioﬁary‘theory“
of unity which serves the exploiting[clésses;isﬁa_bngus;'iﬁ~
practical, and irrational. theory of unity. Therefore, we de=
terminedly. oppose Hegel's theory of unlty which unites belng
 into thinking. We arevfundamentally,opposed‘to;Hegel’s,Boé
‘called mnity of ideallsm and materialism which would unite’
materialism into ldeallsm. Thig is because Hegel's line 1is a
reactionary liné which would unite materialism into idealism
and progression into backwardness. “This is baslcally con=
trary to our line whlch t0u1d~un1te?thinking;intbjbglng;"ff
1dealismf1nio_mater1alism,“andvbapkwardnessjintO'prggrESS“so
 that backwardness would keep abreast of progresse . T .
o Fourth, we realize.that,gveh'1n‘tha:gggialist,and]pom-
munist societies,,thg'struggle‘between progress and backward-
. ness and&between~mater1alism and idealism will always exlet.
-1t is our task %o urge backwardness to transform and unite’
into progress, bo urge 1dealism.tO”xransfprmwand’unite_into
material;Sm,'and’not}vica”versab_in accordance with the origl-
nal dialectics of things and the law pi,bbjective“development.
The above are some ildeas which T have gained in studyling




> Chairman Mao's works and in my attempts. to employ his ideology

“‘ag a weapon in studying the jdentity between thinking and being
and the conformity between ldealism and materialism. Comrades
are welcome to critlcize and enlightenh me, as I may be vwrong
in some aspects.’ o R LS S AP

Bt
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" PROBLEMS ON CHANGES AND THE STRUGGLE
77 UIN MATSRIATISM AND IDEALISM .

,aeg.éﬁollowingiis[the translation 6f an article by . .. .
.+ i Tlang I-chieh (3282 0001 0094) in Che=hsyeh = .
. Yep=chiu (Philgsophy Researgh), Pelping, No. 1, .

.25 Januaryvlgél,_ppq_63481457 T e

. There have been discussions recently ox the laiy of. the
" unity of opposites in certain newspapers and periodicals. in
which different expositions of “the struggle .and conformity

-~ of contradiection have been advanced, and as a.resulb, there

heve been differences in explaining and solving problems by
-the application of this law. In an article in the latest:

* number of Che-hsueh Yen-chiu, Comrade Chou- Ching-fang (0719

- 2529 5364) asserted that this problem might be discussed in
 econjunction with many problems, * He clted the problem of the

. existence or lack of it between meterialism and ideallsm and
" between dialectics and metaphysics from the viewpolint of .the
“history of philosophy.,  In the same number, Comrade Kuan Feng
(7070 6912) in his article entitled "A Critique of the Philo-
-gophy of Chuang-tzu," alse sald that the fact that the sub-
‘Jectivist ‘idealistic.philosophy of Chuang-tzu was transformed
from tre objectivist idealism of Lao-tzu was related to-the
-~ problem of conformity. In 1956 and 1957, scholars studying
" the history of philesophy also alréd problems pertalining to
- the mutual transformation between materlalism and idealism.
-+ Similar problems have been recently posed in the classroom.
- Therefore, I think it would be of great signiflcance 1f,  take-

- - 4ng advantage of the current discussions of the. law of the

unlty of opposites, a solution of the problem of the struggle
and . transformation between materialism end ideallsm ls sought
through discussions. 4 ‘clear understanding of the struggle
and transformation between materlalism and ldealism is.of

"Tlgreat help in solvying such problems as the objectlvity of the

. history of philosophy, the law of the development of philo-
‘sophical ideas, and the inheritance of the philosophical

- heritages ... .
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I.

The law of the unity of opposites 1s the universal law
of the development of things. Recognition of the struggle of
contradictions while denying the conformity will lead %o the
‘denial of the unlversselity of thie law and, in fact, will mean
a lapse in metaphysicss This -is because 1t 18 precisely owing
%o the struggle between the appositeS»bf-an eritity that things
themselves develoDs Denying the co=existence of the two 0pP=
posing aspects in an entlty wolld tender gtruggle meaninglesss.
Denying the transformailon into_each,otherfbetweeﬁ‘the two -
opposing aspects would: léad to 4 denddl of the circultous
path of the spiraling rise of tne development of -things and
a metaphysical Viewpoint or vertical rise or decline, How-
ever, miscomprehension of confromity would also lead to meta=
“physlcse Regarding conformlty as the cqmmon.cb@raqter.of a
degree of common pharactersbéﬁweenytheWOPposltég“wpuld negate
gtruggle, and as a;méttergof~fact;'negéte‘thé*pesSibility-qf

- any mubual transformations : Regard;ng-thé”transformation of
the opposites into eachgqther'meanSjmhe chapge-nf‘onevgspect.‘

into’ the other aspect woyld, owing %o the confusion of the
Adistinction'dfrthe:characterisfiqs.af’the oppositesg~fundaf '
" mentally negate the struggle-and'makgwtransformation'1mpqsaible.
- Furthermore, .the conrormity;di;ponmradiction“muSt'be,conformity
on the;basisnof.strugglq;anegationibf’the'conformity~of"struggle
- would make it absolute cgnformity,fthati;s,'metaphysics.uanere-
- fore, before we study:the/transfdrmation*bf~materia1ism and
‘4dealism into each other, we must have ' 'a clear-qnderstaﬁdingy
of the struggle'between'materialism and ideallsm and ‘the char-
acteristics and absolutenessjof“Struggle. Otherwlse, some '
one—sidedlconclusions are liable to be reached,in-discuSSing.
conformitye . - . R B
7~ In the history ofgphilosophy,”materialiSm’and'1deali$m
are the two aspects of opposition and the pistory of the de- .
- yelopment qf“phileophy.is}the hlstoryrof,théiétruggle‘betWeén
: materialism:and\1dealism. ?Thls seems‘tb’have'been agreed to
- generallye HoweVer,athere-haVéﬂbeen'differenpbs_in'the”under-
- gtanding of +this opposition and the mutual struggle resulting.
from the oppositione. - - S ST T

.3 -Some people look mainly into the oppositlion between ' .
materialivaand.idqalism.thrcugh'comyrehension:-thatjis,,from._
comprehension}qf the correctneSS‘and'errors*and*oneésided com=~

:-prehenslon to relatively all=sided comprehension;"Byxso_doing; ]

they'cannot;really.understand¢thb character-of{the'struggle_V
between the two. As regards the -¢haracter of the opposition
between materialism and jdealism, it is 2 reflection of the

clags opposition in a clags society; and the struggle 1s the
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reflection of class struggle. The general tendency of the
Vdevelopment of materialist ideas and dialectical ideas is re-

o lated to the interests of the progressive class, particularly

the working people (mainly the proletariat). And the general
‘tendency of the development of the ideas of idealism and meta-

~ ‘physics is related to the interests of the exploiting class,

particularly the reactionary exploiting class. Therefore,
the struggle between the. two 1s a class struggle and is re-
lated to the overthrow ¢f the destiny of one class by another
class., However, there is currently a viewpoint which seems

" to hold that the two lines in the history of philosophy did

- not reflect the class struggle before the birth of Marxist .
philosophy, because there was no philosophical ideas repre-
sentative of the interests of the working people, and that
‘even 1f such ideas 41d exlst, there was a’ paucity of them
which lacked eny system. Therefore, there was the assertion
that the struggle in philosophical ideas in Chinese feudal
soclety reflected only the struggle between the big landlords
and the middle and small landlords or between official land-

. lords and commoner landlords. Such a view actually regards

" the struggle ‘of philosophical ideas not as a struggle between
_,the progressive class and the reactionary class and between
the exploiting class and the exploited class, but merely ‘as’
‘" the struggle between one bloc of the exploitlng class and -
another bloc. Thus, the character of the struggle of philo=-
sophical ideas in history is changed. Starting out from this
viewpoint, various incorrect conclusions on ‘the struggie and
~conformity of materialism and ideaiism, such as holding that
there are some things in common between materialism and ldeal=-
ism, appeared. Of course, 1f the struggle of philosophioal
- ldeas 1= regarded ‘merely as the reflection of the contradiction
' between two different blocs of the dominant class, then it is
but natural to think there are some or even many things tn‘
common between thema

~_In order to understand that “he struggle between material-
ism and idealism in the history of philosophy is the reflection

~ of class struggle, and therefore the struzgle is absolute and

* there is nothing in common between them, I think we should
look at the problem from the *ollowing two aspects:
~ Pirst, in a class soclety; any struggle in philosophical
_;1deas is a peflection of the class struggle. This is to say,
the struggle in philosophlcal ideas has always been related
to the class struggle of that era. Class struggle presented
questions and impelled philosophers to provide answers and

~ solutions to them, There have never been problems which were

not presented by class struggle. IEven though the theory of
reason expounded by Chu Hsi is very abstract, yet, upon
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analysis, his philosophy completely reflects the realistic
class struggle. In the Southern Sung Dynasty, both the natlonal
contradictlons and the class struggle were very acute and this
- acute class contradiction demanded solutlon from the philo-
sophers. - Chu Hsl adopted a passlve attltude to the then prin-
cipal contradiction, the national contradiction, while evinc-
ing great interest in sblving the contemporary class contra=-
‘dlction. This is because Chu Hsl did.not orly take into con-
slderation the temporary interests of the land-ownlng class,
but also sought to fundementally solve thé class contradictlon
(thls was an impossible illuslon entertalned b Chu Hsi).
Therefore, he brought forth a "world of reason' in accordance
with the requirements of the feudal landlords in an attempt
to set up & permanent law for feudal rule. This is what Tal
Tung-yuan meant in saying that Chu Hsi was "commltting murder
with reason." - = . . e
.. Usually problems do not arise in this respect. Problems
emerge in that in the nistory of philosophy raterialist ldeas
dld not all represent the interests of the laborlng peaople or
at least d4id not take the laboring peoplel's interests as thelr
starting point. For instance, Fan Chen was an outstandling
materialist, However, we can hardly deseribe him as a thinker
for the laboring paople. That is only one aspect of the prob=-
lems If we view the struggle between Fan Chen and Emperor.
-:Wu of the Liang Dynasty within the whole class struggle of
that era, we can see that Fan's assulis on Emperor Wu were
the results of the struggle of the masses of laboring people
‘against the dominant class. Without the contemporary struggle
of the brcad masses of laboring people, there would have “been
no necessity to debate over "the destructibillity of God" or
Mihe indestTuctibility of God." And. judglng from the effects
of Fan's struggle, they had an influence on production and |
the iollers. Therefore, fallure to analyze the struggle of
philosophical 1deas in conjuretior with their contemporary
class struggle leads to an analysis of the phenomena of some
political struggle, without belng able to trace the deep class
fount of the struggle of philosopiical ideas. Superficlally,
some struggles of philosophical ideas seem to be the interndl
. struggle 'of the ruling class, while actually these struggles
. are the reflectlon of class struggle in the ldeologlcal struggle
‘between the different bloes of the dominant clags.. Therefore,
+he struggles of philosophical ideas cannot be summed up as
the struggles between politlical blocs. Ve should further
study the struggles of philosophical ldeas in conjunction with
" the class struggle of the entire soclety. ‘Once thls 1s under-
stood, we will know the character of the struggle between . .
materialism and idealism in the history of philosophy and the
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absoluteness and antagonism of the struggles, and we will
think that in character materialism g¢en be transformed into

idealism and vice versa. N ‘
~ Second, it is not sufficlent to merely admit the rela=-

- tilonship between the struggle of philosophical. ldeas and the

“elass struggle.  We must further analyze which philosophical
jdeas in the history of philosophy represented the interests

of the exploited class and were the ldeas of the tolling

'people in order to further understand the relations between
class struggle and ideological struggle. ' : -
" In the society of the exploiting class, the explolting
class' ideology is the ideology of domination. - Therefore,

the exploiting class! ideology enjoyed incomparable advantages
for its propagation and development over the explolted class?

.4deology. Before the entry of the working class on the stage

" of history, owing to the limitations of the times and thelr

owx class, the tolling people could not have a very systematic
and complete philosophical ideologye The number of thinkers
réflecting the interests of the btolllng class was comparatively

~smaller. This is understandable. This explains that the
dominant class used all its instruments of class struggle to
oppress the toiling people. However, thls is just one aspect
of the problem. The other aspect of the problem is that the
tolling people have always resisted explolitation and oppres-

' slon. The gréater the oppression of the domlnant class, the
greater the reslstance of the toiling people. In thelr strug-
gle with the exploliting class, there had to be a world out-

"look as their guidance. Maybe the 3d2as were very incomplete
and isolated, but they did exist; and it is our task to sort
out, analyze, and systematize the 1deology of the tolling
people, . In the history of philosophy, we can see that philo-

. sophical ideas reflected the interests of the tolling people

© mainly in the following three situations (the situatlions de-
~ scribed below were situations before the birth of Marxism):

" (1) The philosophical ideas cistllled by the tolling
people from the production struggle and class struggle., In
addition to the abundent philosophical ldeas of the tolling
.people embodied in the content of the folk sayings, soothsay-

“i,ings, and folk literature in the struggle waged by the tolling

people against the exploiting class, very rich philosophical
ideas were shown. These ideas, judged by the systematlc
criterion of the exploiting class, were of course "unsystema=
tic,"  If judged by the philosophical criterlon of the exploit-
ing class, these ideas of course lacked "the flavor of philo-
sophy." However, to the tolling people, these philosophical

' 1deas had played a great role in gulding them to wage strug-
gles against the exploiting class, And, Judging by thelr
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practical fumetlon in the,class,struggle,rthese,1deas»could ‘ .
not be saild to be entirely deyvoid of a systeme. From the
Marxist view-of philosophyj they cannot .be sald to lack .com=
pletely the flavor of philosophys Even though these ldeas
*may~be'incompletp;fihemfh@#é,u$@glly;been&brilliant in solv=-
ing practical problems, "I 1959, I wrote an article entitled
‘Mgome Opinions on the Study. of the Characteristlos of the -
FHistoryqu“Chinese'Phildsophy"} in which I mentioned the -
jdess of ‘the agrarian revolutlon in the last years of the Han
Dynasty. Among them were not only progressive soclal and -
political viewpolnts but also materlalistic and dialectical
1deas. These are only the ldeas of the earlyvagrarianArévqlu-
tion.  With the deeper development of struggles, the philo-

- sophical ideas of-the agrarian.revolutio',alSo‘become more de-
“veloped. I would llke to set forth some of my views on the
~ideas of agrarian revolutinh revliected in TIhe Water Margin with
. the aim of discussing the character of tha_struggle‘of,philo-
“sophical ideas. - - - o T
“The Water Margin i1s the product of the great agrarlan
_revolutions which embodied the ldeas and experiences'of the
~ struggle of the agrarian revolutions since the Sung and Yuan
" Dymasties. First, Ihe Water Margin, with a clear-cut class
~yviewpoint, pointed out the principal contradiction of the
feudal soclety; that is, the fundamental opposition between
the bureaucratic ruling class and the broad masses of peasants

- and other exploited and oppressed masses. . The author penetra-

tingly exposed the corruption and reactlon of the entire domin=
- ent class from the emperors Kao ¢htiu and Liang Shih'lu down
4o ‘Huang Wen'ping, Hsl Men-ch'ing, aund Mao Ta-kung, ancC the
prison guards Ch ang -Chien and Li Wan who formed & big bloc.
- DPogether, they perpetrated all the crimes in persecuting the
people, . The good toiling_people,,under;their,cruel,oppression
“and persecution;‘led'a0lifewof.living,he11¢ - "rhe blazing sun
gsends scorching rays; the,riceuiagwithered'and?dying;'Worries
are boiling in the hearts of the peasants; -the rich aristocrats
wave thelr fans." (Chapter 16). The author asserted that this
sinful world could be changed. . Ho deemed that only by organlz-
ing the broad masses of the exploited and oppressed "$o break
 through the nets in heaven and the snares on the earth" (chapter --
-37) and "to overrun the entire country” (chapter 7) could the
feudal order be_destroyediand.the~p031tionlof'the toliling
people changede . . o ; R ‘ o
© -7 second, The Water Margin enthusiastically. pald tribute
- 4o the great power and justlce of théftoiling_people's resis-
tance and struggle, which was not only "to kill a few rapa-
cious fellows 8o as to. assuage our grievances." He believed~

that, "it is a matter of ppnxsg'and;nothing;strange'that'a‘
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country without honor mist eventually perish, and the wealth
acquired illegally will eventually be taken away under the
assault of the power of the peasents' uprising. It is the

immutable law of history that the entire feudal regime will
collapse," (chapter 68). In the author's view, the uprising
of the peasant masses and the behavior of the participants in
other similar rebellions were entirely right and "correspond

- with fate and popular wish,"

~ Third, taking the interests of the peasants under feudal
~.rule as the starting polnt, The Water Margln presented a
political platform "executing the wishes of Providence." This
fighting political platform had as 1ts operational directlves,
_ "distribute wealth and administer jJustice" and "rob the rich
and give relief to the poor." The ultimate objectlves were
. "wiping out all the evil officlals,” "resisting goveinment -
troops,"” and "marching to the Eastern Capital end wresting .
~ away the emperor's throne.," Thls constitutes an open negation
.of the exploiting system and the feudal monarchical prerogatives.
.. Fourth, the author gave expression to the ideal of the
revolution of the toiling people=-=~a primordial ideal of com-
munism. The "good points of The Water Margin are, "peogle.
.from all corners of the globe form one big famlly" and "all
- trust each other with llfe and death and help each other in
hardship." ".e.e.class had been eliminated, and from the big
. leader down %to the private ecitlzen, all were equal in stature"
and they "called each other brothers and there was no distinc-
~tlon of poverty and affluence." A4ud economically, a fixed
equal distribution system was set up- (Chao Kal ordered that
- the birthday glfts, treasures, gold, and jewelery, as well as
the gold, silver, and money on which hls own household lived,
. be brousht out and be glven. to the lower-ranking leaders and

 the privete citizenss) (chapter 24), S

..., - Fifth, The Water Margin affirmed the revolutionary

truth of "right of rebeillon” and demonstrated with smple

facts that the morals of the dominaat class in a feudal socle-

ty are hypoeritical and selfish and that only ‘the moral heri-

- tage of the laboring people is the genulne quintessence of

our national morals. 3By readlng The Water Margin we can-

- easlly see the richness of the revolutlonary ideas of our
peassnts. . . e o R

'~ ZThe Water Margin also expresses the highly developed

' wisdom refined in the practice of class struggle by the labore
ing people. They voluntarlly applied materizlist dialectics.

In strategy, they not only realized the antagonlism of class

. contradiction in feudal society and that the oppressed and

‘explolted people had no alternzative but to unite "in the com=-
mon cause" and to wage a determined struggle in order to live,
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but also knew that tolerance and retreat in the face of the

dominent class meant perditlon. They knew that in the re- =
volutionary struggle, when facing strong enemies, they nust
alienate the enemy camp 1h order to bolster their own ranks.
In'concrete'battles;'they»sought.to understand the situation

and mapped out strategems sccordingly. M&king'u8e30f~the'f
enemy's internal contradictions, they sometimes beat a retreat
when it was expedient and, aﬁvbther'times,_theyfwould infil-

“trate their owa men. into thqzénemyicamp;j,They‘knewvthemselves

~and the eneny end possesséd the qualities of shrewiness and

~eourages - Tha*thrée”ésaaults*on,thegghuQVillage by Sun Chlang

. apd the deZea’ of Hung, the boxingfinstruqtqté»by Lin Ch'ung
ove vivid ezeuples, From the above;fwgfseé,%hatfthe;eﬂis an
abundance of revolutionary ideals and experiemges_ingsﬁruggle
in the peasants’ uprisings depioted in Ihe Wpher Mengin. - We
should.earnestly~seek-out_materials_forJthe histOry,of'philo-
- (2) In the."OommuniSt,Manifesto," Marx and Engels point-
ed out, "In times when the clasgs struggle nears}the‘debiSIve
hour, the process-of‘dissolution‘going[on wl+thin ‘the ruling
class, in.fact within the whole: range of'thelold_society,]as-
sumes such a violent, glaring character that a small section
of the ruling class cuts itself adrift and joins the revelu-
tionary clags, the class that holds the future in its hands."

- This 1s the case when one soclety is in a revolution and
changes into e1other society. This is also the gase}at'dif»’
ferent stages of the undulations of the development of the:

- game socletye At the climax of everygagrarian,révOlutibn‘1n

. feudal Chinese soclety, a small section of the ruling class
cut i1tgelf adrift and joined the ranks of the agrarian revolu=-
tion. 1In his article entitled ®rhe Ohinese Revolutlon and
the Chinese Communist Earty,"qChairmanjmac'pointed out, "The

ocru:l explolitation and politlcal oppressionJof‘the.peasants
by the land-owning class forced the peasants 1nto. many up-

- risgings in resistance to the rule ol the land=-owning class.
From Ch'en Sheng, Wu Knang, Hsiang Yu, and Iiu Plang in the .
Ch'in Dynasty through Hsln Shih, P'ing Iin, Ch'ih Mel, Plung
Ma, and Huang Chin in the Hen Dynasty, L1 Ml and Tu Ch'ien-te
in the Sul Dynasty, Wang Hsien-chlh and Huang Ch'ao in the .
T'ang Dynasty, Sung Chlang and Fan La in the Sung Dynasty, Chu
Yuan=chang in the Yuan Dynasty, and I1i Tzu-ch'eng in the Ming -
Dynasty, end till the 7fzi P'ing Kingdom Movement in the Ch'ing -
Dynasty,-there:haveAbeen hundreds of major and ‘minor uprisings.
These were all peasants{,resistance.movements and peasants’
revolutionary wars." O0f these agrarian revolutlons mentioned
by Chairman Mao, a considerable number of the leaders had cut
themselves adrift from the rullng class and changed thelr




stand after joining the ranks of the agrarian revolutlons.
(We refer to the stage of ‘thelr participation in the agrarian
revolutions, Their later change 0f character 1s something
else again.) These persons) after joining the agrarlan re-
volutions, authored gome books or volced some opinions which
should be regarded as important materlals for us in studying
the ideas of agrarian_yévolutions.- , _ o
Besides, P'i Jin*nsiu, who Joined the ranks of Huang
Ch'zo in the agrarian revolution in the: latter part of the
T'ang Dynasty, was originally en intellectual belonging to
the land-owning class. P'i Jin'hsiu wrote a falr quantity
of works, some of which embodied a degree of opposition to
the cruel explolitation of the feudal economy, politlical op-
pression, hypocritical ethics and morallty, and family suc-
cession ef monarchical rule as well as materialist and athe=-
i1gtic ideas which opposed Buddhism and other religlous super=-
stitions. We should study them. Ii Yen, who  Joined the ,
ranks of the agrarian revolution headed by Ii Tzu-ch'eng in
“the last years of the Ming Dynasty, was a successful candi-
date for the second degree civil service examinatlon. We
should pay attention to his ideas. All these serve to show
that there is no dearth of materlals and ldess reflecting the
interests of the laboring people. A serlious study of these
" materials will clarify the philosophlcal ldeas reflecting
class struggle, and thus will lead to a more profound undsr-
standing of the substance of the struggle between material-
ism and ldealism. : . P
(3) The ideas of some progressive thinkers of the rul-
ing class in history sometimes also embodied some elements
of the ideas of the toiling people. The ideas of these pro-
gressive thinkers ln history correspond to the requirements
of historical development. We say thelr ideas embodied some
elements of the ideas of the toiling people in the following
" genses: first, in opposing such ‘ideas which impeded the rro~-
gress of history, these thinkers usually were 1n accord wilth
the interests of the toiling people. TFor instance, durlng
the transformation of our nation from a slave soclety %o a
~ feudal soclety, Confuclan advocacy of a change of the tollers?
position in production corresponded to the progress of hlstory
and was therefore, to a certain degree, beneficial to the
toilers at that time even though Confucius was motivated by
- & desire to strengthen the interssts of hils own class and the
“development of the power of the bloc he represented in oppos-
ing the old forces, However, so far as hls advocacy of a
chenge of the tollers' position in production 1s concerned,
it is stlll progressive. ~ S
Second, some thinkers of the ruling class, in the
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process 'of opposing old ideas, opposed in general a certain .
aspect of the. exploitation gystem in order to oppose old
ideas. This, of courge, was not an expression of the wishes .
of the class they represented and, to a certaln degree, .this
was in contravention of the wishes of the class . they repre-
sented. However, so far as their opposition to a certaln as-
pect of the exploltation system is concerned, 1t wes also bene-
ficial to the toiling people., -One may “even say it corresponded
to the ideas of the tolling people. 0f course, their opposi-
tion was not a fundamental opposition to .the .exploitation
system, but an oblique contact with a certaln aspect of the
exploitationjsystem."Further, their opposition to a certain .
aspectlpf“thevexplbitation system in opposing old ldeas. was
also a reflection of the class struggle at the time. For.ln=
stance, in his critique of the feudal dictatorship, Li. Tsan
gsaid that the "morality, etlquette, punishment, and politics”
of the ruling class were all tools for oppressing the peoples
Therefore, in thils respect, 1t approached a critique of the
feudal system in general. However, as far as Ll Tsen's world
outlook'as & whole is concerned, 1t was still the world out-
look of the feudal land-ownlng class. In exposing the seamy
side of soclety,  some 1iterary writers of the. 18th and 19th
centuries in Western Europe often directed criticisms.at cer-
tain aspects of capltallst society. However, their world out-
look remained the world outlook of the bourgeoisie. Under
such conditions, we may also say that the idess of some pro-
gressive thinkers of the explolting class embodied some ele=
ments of the ideas of the toiling people. That is under-
standables = o ‘ R o o :
. - Third, the ideas of some progressive thinkers of the -
exploitlng class may directly embody .soue elements of the
ideas of the toiling people. For instance, the classic. -
Il Yuva embodied the idea of equality whlch represented the
Interests of the toilers. Thls scrves to. show.the complexity
of class struggle and the inter-permeation of ldeas. However,
such ideas of the toiling:peopleldo not constitute the organlc .
. component of the ideologlcal systean of ‘the exploiting class,
but run counter to it..- Therefore, they often stamped on these
. ideas the stamp of that class. This requires our analysis and -
criticismse. The above-mentloned conditions amply illustrate
 that there have been ldeas representing the interests of the
“tolling people 1in history, but they were usually reflected 1n
eircultous conditions. - Only by taking the stand of the pro-
letariat with profound feelings for the toiling people, and .
analyzing them from the standpoint of Marxism can we reach -
the proper results. : e ; o
Since the struggle between materlalism and ldealism
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Will b6 blotted ot o - -

‘tions, eachinto its opposite

" the essence of any one:espect of thé opposition. For instance

réﬁlectsithefclassastrugglerfwéAmust,@nalyze,their-idgo-h -
logical systems within the rémework of the struggle between’
thém. Only by so doing can we see the essence of thelr ideo<
logical systems. If not, theh we cannot truly have a clear’
idea of the-class esgence ,of -an ideol glcal system and, as a’

result, ‘the demarcatlion line between materialism and idealism
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‘ j-.IvThe'prbblem~of'thefidgntity.Of materialism and ideallsm
consists of two aspects: one 1ls their intér-dependence and

the othe¥: is their transformation, accordlng %o given condi=-:
g,_ThereddoeS[nbﬁQSeem t9 "be much

'”‘controversy“GVeruthe.inter-dependenbeiiSSue,‘:Inwﬁhis article,

we: want %o stress the mutual transformatlion.

i3 mentioned above, in order to understand the essence

of materialism.and,1dealismmgwe pgst_underSﬁahd‘theLsyruggle
" between them, . We have sald that»we,should;understand;theﬁff~

materialist ideologlcal system and -thé idealist ‘ideologlcal -
sy sten in'théirfstruggle,Vpreeisely.becau$e‘theygare'awpair :

* of contradictions. .That is to say, they live in inter-depen-

"dence in one bodys - Otherwise,fstruggle]wd@ld_bé;impﬁééible;

Therefore, in-order:-to understand one aspect of the opposition,
we;muSt}simgltaneously;understagd,theh6théxﬁasp§¢t'05jthé““?
opposition,  Or else, we .cannot have a deep undérstanding of
if we want to understand the,viewpointj(Efesbéct‘fbrééubéfanceﬁ)
and ‘méthod ("speak the mind fully") of the materialism of P'el
Wei and others in the era of the Wei . and Tsin Dynasgties, we

" must wnderstand the viewpoint (respect for nothingness) and
‘method ("do not speak the mind fully") of. the.ldealism ‘of -

Wang P'i. - Otherwlse, we cannot grasthhéQQSSenéefof‘the“mat-:

~§rialist‘1deolbgygo£;2’ei~Weiﬂ;;ThiﬁfiS”tnganthat’We;should.

analyze the two inter-dependent, aspects in the struggle be=

,jftWeeﬁ'the'twn‘lines'cf.matexialism.aani@édﬁsm,aﬂdrunOQVEr“:
''the sharply opposed viewpoints and methods.  Only by so dolng

can we get to the. essence -of the two ideologlcal systems." -
i The inter-permeatlon between matérialism and and ldeal-

“"1&m is the. conformity of materialism and idegllism. Chalrman

K]

© *'Mao hds sald, "Conformity, unity, -coincidence, inter-permed- -
“*tion;sinter-penetration,,inter-dependénée,,1nterfconneqtipq,

~or co=operation: all these different terms mean the same

thing." By 1nter—permeatipn,between ma$er1a1ism“and;idealism,
we do hot mean that-ithe basic viewpoint of one of the two as-
pects embodies. the  viewpolnt.of the_qphep,a3p§9$;j_Thatqugld
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beqtaking'1nterépermeationfas meaning the conformity in con=..
tradiction, That would not be a palr of contradlctions since
one aspect remained. Thus, not Only'the'antagonismibecomes :
relative, but also the identlty 1g eliminated. That is to .
say, in method, thislis{metaphysics.',Theoretically,;this |
would mean the admission of the existence of an immutable
and identical absoluteness, That 1s jdealism. -The inter- .
permeation as we understand it means inter-dependence, on the
one hand, and, on the other, the transformation each into 1ts
opposlte according to given condlitions. In the process of

the struggle between materiallsm and idealism, owing to the
influence of ideallsm on materialist thinkers, thelr systen
may embrace some deficlencies such as metaphysical viewpoints
which are themselves contradlctory to the materialist view=- .
~pointe. ;There‘iS‘nothingVstrange‘abdut”it.. However, 8o far .
as lts materialist’viehpdint‘is‘concerned,.it,remains material=-
ist, and not both materialist and j1dealist for that reason. .
As for the relationship between meterialism and dialectlcs,
both’are‘fundamentally“1dent1cal.- Materialism itself demands
dialectics; and dialectics 1tself demands materialism. There=
fore, so far as the materiallst viewpoint is concerned, it
_corresponds with dlalectics; and so far as ‘the dialectical
viewpoint itself is concerned, i1t corresponds with materiallsm,
As for the fact that between materialism and ideallsm and be~
tween dlalectice and metaphysics influence ig exerted each -
upon the other durlng the struggle, 1t is precisely for. this

. reason that the.materialists_are-cautioned-tO‘maintain con=.

/. gtant alertness, to struggle against idealism all the time,

and to educate our fellow comrades. - - - o

. In studying the problem of materialism and ldeallsm

transforming into each other, we must first have a clear un=-

derstanding of the‘mutual;transformation of the two opposites.

Chairmen Mao, in his article "On Contradiction," pointed out

_ that the second cnnditlon of the conformity is that "each of

the two contradictory aspects, according to given condltions,

tends to transform into 1ts opposite." ~He also sald, "Each

- of the bpposite'aspectS‘within}a-thing, owing to certain con-
ditions, tends,to;transtorm'itself‘into the other, to tramsfer

 4tself to the position of 1ts opposite,” At the same time, -
Chairman Mao clted the.example of the contradictions of the .

.bourgeoisie.and,the,proletariat,‘saying,a"Bytmaans.of revolu=-

“tion, the proletariat, which was the ruled, becomes the ruler,
while the erstwhile ruler.vtha~bourgeoisie5 becomes the ruled,

 changing places with 1lts opposite,” By the matual transforma-

" %lon of the two aspects of opposition, Chalrmen Mao does not

" mean the transformation of aspeect A into aspect B and vice

‘versa, but the transposition of the positions of agpects A
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reflects the 6lass 'mtruggle) we mist analyze thelir ideo~ - -
logical Systems“Withinfthégframework~o£,thé struggle between
them. - Only by so dblng can we see the "essence of their ldeo=
logical systemss - If‘hot;ftheh'wefCannot~tru1y‘haveia\cleanq,
idea of the class essence of an ideological system and, as a
résult, the demarcation line between materialism and ideallsm
will be blotted -oute = =~ . U nnion " SR
M; ;"*fThé’pfOblemwof'the»identity;of materialism and 1deallsm
consists of two aspects: one is their inter-dependence and
the other‘is thelr transformation, according to given condi-.
tions, each into its opposite. There does not seem %0 be much
controversy over ‘the inter-dependence issue. :In this article,
we ‘want o stress the mutual transformationme - - ..o o
- - -As mehtloned above, in order to undergtand the essence

of materialism and~1dealism,.we,must‘understand\the1strugglef
between' thém, " We have 'said that we .should understand. the. ..
materialist ideological system and-the 1dealist ideological
system in'their struggle, precisely because . they are a péi;ga
“‘of‘contraéictipns;"Thatris to say,»theygliveiin;intgxygepepg
‘dence ‘in o6ne body,. - Otherwise, struggle would be impossible.
Eherefogﬁy'inVOrder‘tOvunderstandjone.aSpectLof:theuoppogitipn,
we mbst simultaneously understand. the:other aspect of the .
opposition. - Or else, we cannot -have a-deep unéderstanding. of;
the essence of any one espect of the opposition.  For lastance,

if we want to understand theﬂviewPointv(ﬂréspectffor,gqbstance"?fﬂu

aqd'methdd-K“Speak the mind fully'") -of the materialism-of P'el
_Wéi‘and-Others'in}the»era of the Wei and Tsin Dynastles, we .
‘“must“underStandfthefviewPoint'(respebtxforznothingness)gand
method ("do not speak the mind: fully") of the idealism of . .
Wang‘Pfi,'*GtherwiSe,ﬁwe»cannot;grasp@thexessenhe,ofythe mat-
‘erialist ldeology of Plei Wel, . Thir is to say that we should .
: analyZefth'fth“inter-depeﬂdent*aspects;inzthe,struggle_bea
”ftweenfthé<tWoﬁlinGS'of-mat@rialism,andﬂideaﬂsm.andfunoover““
*“the sharply opposed viewpoints and methods. :Only -by .so.dolng
can We,get'tq‘ﬁhefessence?of~the'two'ideﬁlogicalrsysxems,«q;
. The inﬁer-permeation'betWéen;materialism‘V“dsandqldeal-
;fxsm'is.the'coﬂfbrmityfof:materialiSm;and idealism, ' -Chalrman

© Mao has said, “Conformity, unity, coincidence, lnter-permea-

‘ ‘tlon, inter-penetration, inter-dependénce, inter-connection,

" or co-operation: all these .different teims ‘mean .the same .
thing." By inter-permeatlon between materlalism and idealism,
we do not mégnithat,the?basiciviewpointﬁof'one~of-the»twg,as-
pects embodiés the viewpolnt of the. other aspect. :That would
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be taking inter-permeation as meaning the conformity in con=-.
tradiction, - That would not be a pair of contradictions slnce
one aspect remained. - ‘Thus, not only the antagonism becomes .
relative, but also the jdentity is eliminated. That is to
say, in method; this is metaphysics. Theoretically, this
would meen the admission of the existence of an immutable
and identical absoluteness, That is idealism, The lnter-
permeation as we understand 1t means inter-dependence, on the
one hand, and, on the other, the transformation each into its
opposite according to given conditions. In the .process of
the struggle between meterialism and idealism, owlng to the
influence of idealism on materiallst thinkers, thelr system
may embrace some deficiencles such as metaphysical viewpolnts
‘which are themselves contradlctory to the materislist view-
pointe There is nothing strange about 3%, “However, so far
‘88 1ts materialist viewpoint is concerned, 1t remalns material=-
ist, and not both materialist and.ideallst for that reason.
As for the relationship between materlalism and dialectics,
both are fundamentally identical, Materlallsm itself demands
dialectics; and dialectics 1tself demands materialism. There~
fore, so far as the materiallst viewpoint is concerned, it
corresponds with dlalectics; and so fer as the dialectlcal
viewpoint itself is concernmed, 1t corresponds with materlalism,
_As for the fact that between materialism and ideallsm and be-
“tween dislectics and metaphysics influence is exerted each
upon the other during the struggle, 1t is precisely for this
reason thet the materialists.are cautloned to malntaln con=
- ‘stant alertness, to struggle against idealism all the time,
and to educate our fellow comrades. C o
:  In studyling the problem of materlallsm and idealism
transforming into each other, we must first have a clear un= -
derstanding of the mutual transformation of the two opposites.
Chairman Mao, in hig erticle "On Contradiction," pointed out
that the second cnndltion of the conformity is that "each of
‘4he two ocontradlctory aspects, according to given conditions,
tends to transform into its opposite.” . He also sald, "Each
of the opposite aspects within a thing, owing to certaln con-
‘ditions, tends to transform itself into the other, to transfer
1tself to the position of its opposite." At the same time,
" Chairman Mao cited the.example of the contradictions of the
bourgeoisie and the proletdriat, saying, "By means of revolu=-
tion, thé:proletariat, which was the ruled, becomes the ruler,
while the erstwhile ruler, the bourgeoisie, becomes the ruled,
changing places with its opposite." By the mutual transforma-
- tion of the two aspects of opposition, Chailrman Mao does not
mean the transformation of aspect A into aspect B and vice .
‘ versa, but the transpositlion of the positlons of aspects A
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. .The preblem of the ‘identity of materialism and ldealism
donsistsiof two aspects: one 1is thelr inter-depéndence and |
the d%herﬁis*their*transformatian,¢accqzding,to;giveﬁjcondléj
“tlons, each into its. opposite.. :There .does not -seem 19 be much
contrdVersy~oVer‘the»inter-depéndeneggissue,;,Ingﬁhis“atpicle,
we ‘want go siress the mutuel transformatiofe & .. - . i o .
"7 As mefitioned above,. in order to understand he essénge
of materlalism snd ldealism,.we must understand. the struggle .
between  them. We bave:sald that we: should understand the,
materialist 1deological;system:andﬁﬁhe:igeal;sp;ideblpgibalgg
system in their. struggle, precisely because; they are.s pair..
* of contradictionsi That is %o say,y- they live in inter-depenr
dence in one body. Otherwise;astruggie:wauld]be;ihpbséibleké”
Therefore,'in'brdérwto*understandqoneraspeqt;qﬁ;thefbppbaiﬁipn,

we must simultaneously anderstand: the;other aspect: of the

op@QSitibn}'yOrtelsegbwbxcannomwhavaﬁafdbepgynélxsﬁgﬁdi%879$u”‘

the essence of any one espect of.ﬁh@xﬁ@p@s;tignﬁhyﬁgngiﬁﬁtanbe?

“1f we want to understand the viewpoint ("respect for substaunce”)

“and method ("speak ‘the mind fully™) of the materialism of P'el .

 Wei and 6thers in the era of the Wei .and Tsin Dynasties, we .
“'must understand the viewpointr(respect«foxangthiﬁgngssldand\

.méthod*(ﬁdb‘not“Speak:the&mind'fully%)_oﬁ_ﬂheﬁiiﬁa;ism"o@jﬁ'w”

Wang P4, Otherwise, we cannotl grasp the essence of the mat-

. ‘erialist ideology of . Plet Wel. . Fhiz is %o say .that we should .
analyze ‘the twﬁﬂinter-dependentﬁaspects;in;the,struggle,he:B
“tween ‘the twoflinéswof;maﬂerialismfan@kideéﬂsm;anqguncqyer’V

.- the’sharply=0pﬁosedﬁyiéwpoints%and;methqu.ﬁ;OQly by so.dolng
can;We_get*tc”théweSSencé=of»thehtwoﬁideglpgigal_sygtems;,??

wff;4pfThé“1ﬁﬁeripgrmeation:betWeensmateriali§m and and ldeal=-
“ism is the conformity of materiallsm and idealism. - Chalrman
i,Maﬁ[hasfsaid;v“conformity,‘unity,vcoingidenee,iiptex-permgaé
f*tion,?ihter-penetratlon;.interwﬂepsﬂdencegi;n@gxeconnecﬁggﬁ,
or co-operation: all these. different. terms;mean.the same = .

thing."- By inter~pérmeation between materisglism and ideallsm,

we do not mean that the'basic viewpolnt of one of the two.as-
pects embodies the viewpoint of the other aspect. . That would
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be taking inter-periieajton ad meaning the conformity in con=- .
tradictions. - That would not be a pair of contradictlons since
one aspect remained.  Thus, not only the antagonism becomes
relative, but also the ‘identity is eliminated. That is to
say, in method, this ig metaphysics. Theoretically, this
would mean thé admissioh of the existence of an immutable
and identicel absoluteness. That is ideallsm. The inter=-
permeation as we understand it means inter=-dependence, on the
one hand, and, on the other, the transformation each into 1ts
opposite according to given conditions. In the process of
the struggle between materialism and idealism, owing to the
influence of idealism on materialist thinkers, thelr system
may embrace some ‘deficiencles such ag metaphysical viewpolntis
which are themselves contradletory to. the materialist view-
point, There is nothing-strange about it. However, so far
‘58 Lts materialist viewpoint is concerned, 1t remains material=-
ist, and not_boﬁhjmaterialist«and?1dealist:for.that reasons. ..
As for the relationshlp ‘between materialism and dialectlcs,
both are“fundamentallyfidentical.rcmaterialism itself demands
dialectics; and diaslectlcs 1tself demands materialism. -There-
fore, so far as the materialist vliewpolnt 1is concerned, it .
corresponds with dialectics; and so far as the dialectlical
viewpoint itself is concerned, 1% corresponds wilth materlalism,” -
As for the fact that between materialism and 4dealism and be- .
tween dialectics and metaphysics influence is exerted each A
upon ‘the ‘other during the struggle, 1t 1s precisely for this
~ reason that the materialists are cautioned to maintaln con=
~ stant alertness, 10 siruggle againsi idealism all the time,
“and “to educate our fellow comradess . 3 R 3

-~ In studying the problem of materiallsm and ideallsm
transforming into each other, we must flrset have a clear un=
derstanding of -the mutual transformation of the two opposites.
Chalrman Maeo, in mis article "On Contradiction," polnted out
‘that the second ‘enndition of the conformlty ls that "eaoh of
the two contradictory aspects, gocording to given conditlons,
tends to transform into its opposite.” - He also sald, "Each
~of the opposlite agpects within a thing, owlng to certain con=~
"ditions, tends to transform itself. into the other, to transfer
Atself to ‘the posltion of 1ts opposite." . At the same time,
Chairmaen Mao olted the.example of the contradictions of the
bourgeoisle and the proletarlat, saying, "By means of revolu-
tion, the proletariat, which was the ruled, becomes the ruler,
while the erstWhileVruler,;the,bourgeoisie,wbecémesfthe.ruled,
changingaplaces;With‘its"opposite." By the mutual.transforma=-
“tion of the two &aspects of opposlition, Cheirman Mao does not

‘mean the transformation of aspect A into aspect B and vice

~ versa, but the transposition of the positions of aspects A
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and Bs I the transformatlon of naterialism and idealism
into each other is understood as materialism becomlng i1deallism
and vice versa, this is obviously wrong. It 1s the same as,
‘when we say the bourgeoisie and the proletarian transform into
_each other, we do not mean that the bourgeoisie has become
the proletariat and wlee versa. Taking the transformation
of materialism and idealism into each other as meaning mat-
erialism becomes idealism and vice versa would not be dia-
lectics. 'It_wbuld~bevébphﬂstrﬁfaand the ideologlcal source
would still be metaphysics. That ig because in so doing not
only do we do away with the possibility of the development
of things and lead to the theory of cycles, but we also con=
fuse the character of the two aspects of contradictlon and
come to the erroneous conclusion that there is something in
common between the contradictory aspects. o .

- If the transformatinn of the proletariat and. the bour-
geoisle into each other means that the proletariat becomes
the bourgeoisle and vice versa, then the contradictory as-
pects would always go in circles ‘and the opposlition between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie would always exist and
-~ the contradiction could never be disseivad, and thsre would.
be no developmeat -to speak of. The proleteriat, which is the
ruled, does not beccme the ‘bourgeoisie by means of revolu-
tion and struggle. In character, it is sti1l the opposlite
of the bourgeoisle., If we say that the trunsformed prole=
tariat, by means of struggle, has become the bourgecisie in
character, it is not so in fact, and theoretically, we wauld
be smudging the demercatlon 1ine between the clasgs character
of the bourgeoisie and the proletariai. Triz would lead to

_ the conclusion that between the two exists 2 common class
. ‘charac’er. Of course, when the proletariat, by mezns of
" ‘revoluilon, transforms into the ruler, its own charucter
- .changes from the proletariat which owns nothing to a class
which possesses all social: wealth. The basgls of the change

5t111 develops from the proletariat. Therefore, in charac-
.. ter, 1t is opposite to and has nothing in common with the
 private owmership of capitallsm. = =~~~ . -

B We can only understand the transformation of the two
contradictory aspects into each other, according to Chairman
Mao's understanding, as "transposltion of positions" and as
. "iransformatlon in the directlon of the opposite." That 1s

_to say, the transformation of the contradlctory aspectis

" into each other means transposition of positions, and during

the process of the transformation’ or afterwards, the charac=-
- ¢er changes and develops on 1ts original basis. Owing %o

the transformation into each other of the contradlictory as-
pects, the character of things changes. 0ld contradictlons
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‘are solved, while new contradictions are formed. For instance,
"4n the capltalist socleiy, as & result. of the struggle‘of’the
_proletariat, the bourgeols regime'has.been,overthrown and
the proletariat has become the ruler. The character of things
has changed from the capltalist soclety into the socialist_
society., 01d contradictions have been solved and ‘new contra=
dictions have taken shape. The working class, occupying the
ruling position after the transformation,.is_different from-
the original proletariat in character. - And, it still deve=
lops on the original basls and does‘notwbecome.thg bgurgeoisie.
‘Its character still stands in opposition %o the ‘bourgeolisle
and there is nothing in common between .theme It would be
.metaphysical to think that only the exlstence of a common
oharacter makes the transformation of the contradictory as=
pects possible, Meteriglism and ideallsm being the contra=
dictory aspects, how do they transform? Theoretically, the
mutual transformation between them is the transposition of
_thelr positions accordlng to.glven conditions. Let us use-
the development of the history of philosophy itself to prove
this viewpoint. SR : - h :
7 rmhe development of the hlstory of Chinese philosophy
is determined by the practice. of class gtruggle and the pro=
duction struggle. Apart from the latter, not only 1s there
no way to tackle the development of philosophy, but there can
be no philosophy itself. However, how 4o philosophical‘ideas
determined by class struggle and the production struggle de=
velop? Do they develop according to some law? Or 1s there
no law? Or does 1%t change in accordance with 2 law whilch
dictates the transformation of materialism Anto idealism and
vice versa, or the transformation of subjectiviStfidealism
into objectivist ideallsm and - subsequently into materiallism?
No, it develops according to the law of the unity of opposlites.
Gonmretely,speaking, 1t develops according to the struggle
between materislism and ldeallsm. ‘The struggle between mater=
jalism and ‘ldealism exists in one thing, -and they are inter-
dependent. By means of struggle, meterialism and ideallsm
‘transpose thelr posltlons. The history of Chinese philosopky
amply proves this pointe Following are concrete examples to
illustrate ite - B o

\ Tung Chung=shu was 2 well=known idealist philosopher
of the Han Dypnasty. His ideology took a dominant position
. after the relgn of Wu-tl, This was made possible 1ln part by
the political power of the ruling class. However, was poli=
tical power alone sufflclent to enable Tung's idealist ldeo-
logy to take the dominant position?  Certainly not! First,
if 'so, philosophlcal ideology as the superstructure'would
bave no function and the motivating power of philosophy ln
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the class struggle would have been eliminated., . Second, if so,
why were other ideologies notregarded as orthodox and helped
46 take thé dominant position? This:obviously proves thai
there was & historicel inevitability that Tung's ideallst -
‘philosophy should become the dominafit philosophy of the time.
‘That is to say, the given historieel conditions exlsted at
the time to make Tung's ideolosy take the dominant position,
Sinde Emperor Wu=ti had established 'a united feudal kingdom,
and had no complete ruling ldeology, Tung's ideology precisely
reflected this need. . Tung's 1ldealist philosophy ocoupled.
the domlriant position not without a struggle. .Instead, 1t
was won after a bitter struggle agalnst materialism. On. the
-‘one hand, Tung Chung=shu inherlted the orthodox ldealism ex-
isting since.the pre=-Ch'in Shih Huang-tl period, and on the-
other, he distorted the materialistic ideology known since .
~the pre=Ch'lirn Shih Huang-ti period. Capltalizing on its weak-
nessesy. he tinted the materiallst viewpolnt with ldealism and
“incorporated it into his system as a component. Thus his
system’ occupled the dominant positlon. - o o
7 The pre~Ch'in materialistic ldeas made- the principal
- contribution in presenting the theory that all things in the
“‘universe are composed of'air." However, they could not ad-
vance sclentific explanations.of the splrlitual phenomens ex-
isting in the universe and failed to reallze that spiritual

" phenomena are the products of materlal development to a cer-

" tain stage and are the character of matter. Therefore, they
‘recognized spiritual phenomena as composed of a kind of
. "air," calling it "air of the spirit," and thus making 1% |
possible to be utllized and distorted by idealism., Tung Chung=-
shu made use of and distroted the pre=-Ch'in Dynasty material-
ism in this way. Starting from the premise that "the air of
the spirit" is a ‘spiritual phenomenon, he theorlzed that
"gir" possessed such emotions as }oy, anger, sadness, and
happiness and that "the air of spring 1s love; the alr of
autumn is severity; the.air of summer is happiness; and the
air of winter is sadness." He also agserted "air" has moral
pruposes, as "Yin /female or negative/ is the .air of punish-
ment; and Yang /male or positive/ is the ailr of morality."
Thus, he further changed "alr" iltself from-something baslc .
-and primary into something secondary and supplementary, saylng
that "ailr is derived from: the spirit" and that "the mind gov=-
erns air.," . Thus, on this point, he scored an interim victory
‘and triumphed over the pre=Ch'in Dynasty materlallism. =

-+ Besldes, he also .made use of and dlstorted the contem-
- porary sclentific achievements so as to make them suppori
~his idealistic system. Owing to the unification achleved
in the Har Dyamsty, astronomy, mathematics, physics, and
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- medieine all registered “donsiderable development, discover=.
ing some related condltions in nature . such ag the resonance
of sound waves and the'interérelations.baywegn‘the human body
and the objective world such as the theory. that "when the .
‘weather 1s about to'turn'Cloudy.and,rains'are”boming;‘the ,
symptoms'cdeiseaées'ére{first{m@nifested-in the human body."
Tung made use of these byqﬁigmdrting:them‘and_deduced_the,_‘
_theory of the harmony betweén heaven and man,  From the in=-

- ger-relationships in the ‘mdterial world, he deduced the re=-.
lationship between heaven and men, saylng that "amn sccepts
the dictates of heaven," that "the accord between heaven and

-earth and'betWeen'the'positive¢and'the.negative*dwells In
the human body which itsélf becomes heaven,. and that "heaven
also possesses the sir of oy and happiness and the moods
of sadness and gladness,.  the game. as .man. As-things: of the

- seme kind tend to fuse, heaven. and man are the same." . Thus,
he not only applied thefprinciple'of‘inter-relationshipvin—
discriminately but -also mystified it, making 1t the expression
of the will of God, saying "catastrophles are the punishment
of heaven and strange phenomena are the expressions of the
powers of heaven.," -~ He sald, "When one note is picked out on
. the strings.of'a‘stringedt1n8trument,charmonics are engendered,
1t veing the sympathetlc movement of a kind," The movement
-of the harmonlc notes'is'expreSSedwin-sound.and not form. .

- Man cannot see the form of the movement, aid he calls 1t nature.
Actually, 1t is not nature but an external belng, and the ex-
ternal being has no form. According to a narrative dn Shang
-Shu, as the fortunes of the Chou Dynasty were about to rise,
blg red birds holding rice plants in their beaks .congregated
on the roof of the king's palace. Emperor Wu rejoliced, and

so did hisg courtlers. Prince Chou. said, "An ausplclous oment
Heaven let us witness this %o gilve us heart." . In this wayy
Tung established the theologloal system of harmony between
heaven and man, In this way, his 1dealist philosophy waged

a struggle agalnst materialism and became the domlnant philo-
‘sophy "in the Han Dynasty. The struggle waged by ldealism -~
sgeinst matérialism consisted in distorting it by exploiting
the weaknesses of materialism.or. by making use of some sclen-
tific achievements. Now can we say that- Tung Chung=shuls -
idealist philosophy was transformed.from the pre-Ch'in Dynasty
materialism? 0f course ncte On the contrary, he inherlted
the traditions of the pre=-Ch'in Dynasty ldeallsm and -estab-
lished his own philesophical system on the basis of struggle
-against the pre=Ch'in Dynasty matérialism. - Therefore, in
character and derivation, his philosophy stdands in opposition
to the pre~Ch'in Dynasty materlalism and there is nothing in
common between theme =~ =~ = - - L S C

106




. Things must develop,; and must do 86 in accordance with
the law of the unity of oppdsltess In a class soclety, ob~
jective conditions have always existed for the transformatlon
of materialism and idealism into eagh other. That is class
struggle, . Through class .struggle, production struggles, and
selentific development 1n the two Han Dynasties, class strug-
gle incressed in intensity in the middle perlod. of the Eastern
Han Dynasty when the rule of -the Han monarchs became dally
- more difficult. 4lso the livelihood of the tollers became
- deily more:insufferable. Therefore, critlclsms of the soclety
*" became the inevitable development.  The thoughts of Wang . -
Oh'ung and Chung Ch'ang~t'ung were born under such conditlons,
'and the development of the weapons of criticlsm inevitably
Ted to the criticism with the arms of the reallstlc goclety.
Thet became the agrarian revelutlon of the last years of the

~ Yeng Ch'ung was the most important materialist philo-
sopher in the middle period of the Eastern Han Dynasty as well
es one of the few materialist philosophers.in the history of
.Chinese philosophy -in ‘anclent times. He carried out a fairly
complete and all=round critique of Tung ung~shu's ideallst
philosophy, the officlal philosophy of the two Han Dynasties.
One by one, Wang critlclzed all of Tung's ideallstlc view-
points.  In criticizing Tung, Wang made full use of the - ...
scientific achievements attalned. The level of Wang's cri-
tique of materialism outstripped by far the pre-Ch'lin. Dynasty
materialists. - He developed materlallism in'the process of .

cOnpretely‘cxit16121hg*ther1dealiwtic,viewpointsrpne,by'one.
For instance, in critliclzing the aympathy between heaven and
man; he analyzed the “sound of thunder" and came to the con=-
‘clusior’ that thunder is a natural phenomenon, thus negatlng
" the idealist viewpoint that it was a manifestation of the anger
of heaven. Wang coucretely analyzed some of ‘the strange and
miraculous phenomena and affirmed that they were all natural
‘phenomenaiwithvtheir=causationadwelling in nature and having
nothing to do with "the anger of heaven" or "power of heaven"
which were themseélves natural phenomena which could not be
changed by mane - - . U 0 ot T :

.. _In many chapters onﬁnaturalnphenomena.in»his.dissertation,
On Constancy, he utillzed the avallable sclentific knowledge

to dialectically prove that there is no sympathy between. .

. Leaven and man, thus settling up the materialist system of

"air-less” monlsm, which asserted that the unity in . the world
18 unlty in matter and is not created by the will of God.. On
_the question of God and form, he expelled to a certailn extent
the mythical tints of the former theory of alr of the spirit
and linked up air and spirit with concrete materlal things
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‘such as-blobdvand”veinéi.takingga @upﬁher‘stgp along the
1ine of materialism. Even though ffang ' Chtung, in refuting .
'5Tung‘sfph11056phy,:exhibited_quiteaa'number of mistakes in .
. nis own ideological’ system, the “dirgction he followed was
- the correct onée . F .ol RS S
e . kfter-the .oritique of VWang Ch'ung, materialism in
4pansformation occupied the. dominant position in the hlstory
of Chinese philosophy. This gtatement doés not mean that

" pis philosophy at the time wielded more infiuence than Tung's
philosophy ‘or that 1% becamewthe,oificialuorthodokfphilosophy.
" On the contrary, owing %o the suppression of the ruling class,

"Wang's philosophy not only did not wileld more influence than
Tung's philogophy, but it was almost lost to the world. .That
45 also in accord with the law of class struggle. However,
when viewed from the theoreticalrviewPoint‘agdwthe,ViewPoint
of philosophical struggle, Weng's materialist philosophy .
~truthfully occupled the‘dominant position, because he had
‘defeated Tung. Therefore, 1t becamefimpossible,forﬁthe:of—
ficial idealist philosophy .of the -Han, Dynastles to. develop

. along the pattermn set by Tung's idealism, Thus emerged the

4dealist line(Ho Yen and Wang. P'1) of the Taoism of the Wel
- ‘and Tsin Dynasties. The '"respect. for the void" school of

philosophy of that .ara attempted, under new historical con=-

. "ditions, to distort the objective world by applying more elabo-
" rete methods in order to defeat materiallsm on a new.baglse

' This shows that Wang's materiallst phllosophy was-not trans-

" formed from Tungts 1dealist philosophy. -On the contrary,
‘Wang's philbsophy,was'di&metrically,opposed‘to_Tuﬁgfs,ideal-

7 “ism. So far as transfermation;1s,¢cnberneq,,itﬁwas,merely

_'tpe_transformation'ofxmaterialism to_aAdGminaﬁt“bbsitidﬁ;ﬁv
" Of -course,y as a:result,of,the:defeatjvfﬁmung?s,idealismﬂbyf

”“~;vangfsimatérialism,.materialismwiu;chiﬂa‘undérwéntfdevaOPment-

TS Recognition of the transformation of materlalism and

. 'Ydeglism into each other:would not..6bscure. the” demarcatlon

'Wﬁline°BétWeen"materialiSm;andfi@ealicm.-prplyingithé;HBOVeé

. ‘mentioned line of thought, we would .say that the mutual = -

transformation between materialism and idealism means ‘the

- mutual transposition of positlons under given condltions |

““(class struggle;~productionystruggle,vandithe level of de-

velopment attailned by science.) Thus we.can better under=
stand the nature of the:struggleubetween<ﬁhe,@Wog;'Following

~ the development . of class gtruggle and production struggle,

" philosophy ‘also develops. Hith the,strugglé“andfmutual,trans-

- position of positions between materialism snd idealism, the
,ﬂhistoryfofrphilosophy.as;ahmhqle‘develqps. -The geumeral ten=
‘dency of the progress is the closer tie in between materiallsm

and*&ialeéticsvandubetween;idealismAand_metaphysics;«‘Thej
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tendency of developmént is that, as a result of the thorough
fusion of materialism and dialectics, ﬁheyfeyentually defeated
1deslism and metaphysicse - - o o - , ,

o ‘hs regards the mutual transformation between material-
ism and idealismg'theifollowing,five;poiptSjmay'b§ made:- s
- Pirst, the mutual transformation¢between_materialism‘

and ldealism does nof mean thet) 4n the history of phllo="’
sophy, materialism was, transformed into. idealism and vice
versa, but the transposition of their positions. The trans=
position of positions 1B & sign of quallitative changes in . ' -

‘things, an expresslon &tf the defeat of pne aspect of a con=.
tradiction by the. other, and the solution of an old contra=-

‘diction and the Birth of a new one. The occupation of the .
‘dominant position by dialecticalumaterialism,and'historicalft

materialism signals the highest stage of development of ~

materialism;and*dialectics_and.fundamentalfcnangQS'and'méans

the total defeat of 1dealism and metaphysicse. ..

" Some people are of the opinion that the mutual trans-

 formation between materialism and. idealism mesns not only '
“the transposition of their positions, but also that the

materialism per se in history may be transformed into ideal=
ism and vice versa. They argue that materialismvand‘ldealism
are not thorough, each embodying elements of the others
Therefore, the transformation of.materialism into idealism -
and vice versa is made possible, It is of course ¢-rrect
to say that the materlallsm in history is. impure, embodying
certain idealistic elements., Furthermore, there have been

 cases in which the ideallstic elements in the system developed

into idealistic systems. However,. vLis does not mean the
transformation of materialism into ldealism. It is but the
development of certain:idealistic,elements}in,gld;materialis-
tic systems into ldeallstlc systems, according dominant posi-

" tion to idealism in the system, and thus.transformlng these

ideelogical systems into systems of j1dealist ideology. It
is precisely because ldealistic elements may develop into
idealistic systems that materiallsm has to constantly ele-
vate and perfect itself. Therefore, 1t is erroneous to
think that some kind of materialism in history may develop
into idealism. ﬂMaterialism(as‘materialism!means'recognition,

 and in the relationshlp between the mind of existence, matter
1s primary and the ldea is secondary. - Even though metaphysical
- materialism falls to 'see the motivating‘poWer\of.ideas, materiale

ism remains materlallsm on~this.fundamental“issue.<[And*by de=

~ 'veloping on this basls:and on the realization of the motivating
"~ power of ideas, materlalism can be.perfected, and not by negat-
ing this basls. Therefore, instead of asserting that materlal-

"~ ism, owlng to its lack of thoroughness, may turn to ideallsnm,
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As for therelations between matériallsm and dialectlcs,

" ‘nature of idealisn cemiot be changeds

not otherwise. -

opposition in all things in the vorld.

ing power of the philosophers taking them as 2 baslsg.
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we Sﬁould'sayuthét mafefia1ismfis materiallsm precisely .
because of its lack of completeness and ‘thoroughness, and
has to constantly make 1tself more complete and thorough. .

the same holds true. It is preclsely because of the lack of
good fusion'df'materialism and dialectics in history that

they falled to thoroughly defeat ldeallsm. . Therefore, the
development of materialism demdnded that 1t forsske meta~-
physics and fuse itself with dialectics. Such a fuslon was
realized when the proletariat entered the stage of hilstory.
Therefore, in the history of philosophy, elther ideallsm.oc=

- cupied the dominant position and determined the-character of
philosophy .as idealist or vice verse. ' As for a philosophical
system, -elther 1t has materialism taking the. ‘dominant positlon
_and determining the character of the system or vice Versa..
, ‘There are‘alsafpeople;who-hold‘that'subsequent material=-
1Sm_alwaysntrunSttd materialism: on the basis of preceding
idealism, Mre Feng Yu-lan once sald, "Wang Fu-tsu turned to
materialism on the basls of the philosophy of Chu Hsl and the
Ctlengs %to stand opposite Chu and the Cchlengs." This is in-
.corrects On the contrary, it is preclsely the .requirements
of class struggle and production struggle that urged Wang Fu-
~tsu. to oppose and struggle agalnst the philosophy of Chu and
the]ch?engs onﬁthe~basis*of'the'materialism of the old days,
thus developing materialisms If Wang nad developed materlal=-
ism on the basls of the ldealism.of Chu and the Chlengs, .
then the demarcation line between the. two would have peen 0ob=
scuredj thus eliminating their opposition, ' Ideallism as ldeal=~
lsm is always opposite to materialism in character. ' Just a8

. we cannot change the nature of the reactionaries, so the

.. - 'Second, the mutual transformation between materialism
and ‘idealism oan only-be effected under given.cqnditinns”and

~ the mutual transformation beliicen materlialism and ideal-
ism can only be effected under given conditions, -like the
( Speaking of mutual
., . transformation with given conditlions would lead to ‘relativism
"and transformation could only be abstract conceptual trans-
- . formatlion and not realistic transformation, That 1s because
. transformatinn without given condltlons would be deprived-of
any- law, and transformatlon so understood 41s mnot dialectlcs
but sophistry. And the conditions for the mutual transformation
between mater;al;sm,and‘idealism are class struggle and pro-
duction struggle in class soclety and. the subjectlvist motivat-

"~ which of the opposites, materiallsm or'idealism,gis.toﬁtqke




the dominant position, 1t is determined on the comparative
power of the classess Divorced  from ‘such condltlons as
class struggle, any discusplon of the mutual transformation
petween materizlism and ‘ldealism would regerd transformation
as accldentals. For example; why 1s 1t that Wang Ch'ung |
could defeat Tung Chung'shu in philosophy? If 1% is not re~
garded -as the result\gg the class struggle and the gradual
shift in the oppositiow of class powérs to the dlsadvantage
of the rulihg class in power, then what could the cause be?
Then one would have to turn to the personal talent, intelll-
gence; and wisdom of Weng Ch'ung.  That 1s obviously ludi< -
crous. When one links the transposition of positions be=-

tween materialism and idealism with the fundamental ¢ondition

of class struggle in addltion to other -conditions (production
struggle and the elevation of the level,of'science); one.can
see the inevitability of transformation, . o
~If the conditions for mutual, transformation were non=
exlstant between,the,opposites,.then‘transtrmation'wouldl”;
not have been realisiic. Therefore, some people posed the
question: If the mutual transformation between materlallsm
and idealism is the law of the development of the history
of philosophy; then may not dialectical materiallsm some day
be transformed into idealism?. :-Of course not! Dialectical
materislism is the world outlook of the proletariat and the.
historical mission of the proletarist is the elimination of
class and the establishment of a classless communist society.
Thusy conditions for the transformation of idealism end meta-

‘physics into something which takes the dominant position will

have been fundamentally eliminated, . in communist society,. -
there will be no class which protects men who explolt others.
Therefcre, &8 & whole, idealism will bave lost the basis
for its transformation into something whlch occuples the

- dominant position. However, in th e process of building

communism, or even in communist soclety, 1%t lis not impossible
for individuals or groups of people in some localities 1o
embrace ideallsm as their world outlook. . To ‘these people, .
1dealism occupies the dominant position. Dialectical mat-
erialism, therefore, must wage a struggle against these
1deas and develop and enrich itself 1n the struggle. As &8
whole, dialectical materialism occuples the dominant posi= -

tion. However, dialectical materialism 4itself is developlng

snd its development is still in sccord with the law of .the

unity of oppositese That is to say, in the contradlictlons.

of subjectivism overcoming objectivism and between subjective
ism and:objectivism;-the_opposinglsubjectivismfand“objectivism

‘transform into each other, thus giving impetus to development.
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Third; materialism and ideallsm, under given condi~
tions, transposeftheir-ﬁositions.j*These=conditions‘make ,
one¢ aspect rise in ifs developmenty from the ruled to the.
ruling position, and the other aspect‘decline-fr0m~the_ru11ng-
to the ruled positions - As a result of the transformation,
0ld contradictions are solved and unew contradilctions are '
formed, and materialism.and ideallem,themselves are develop=
ed, with their character undergoing a‘gradual change. " The .
trénsposition of thelr positions is the sign of the develop=

ment and chenge of thelr own characters ™

 ‘Under .given conditions, materialism changes to take the.
dominant position, ' ILlke idealism, it cannot be attained - .
through political power alone,.  -It depends on its theoretical
power also to.attain this, With the development of the re="
lationship between God and form to the Buddhist "imperish-
able God" idea, 1t is'apparent1Y'inadequate“to’explainuspiri-
tual matters in terms of the spirit of air’'of firewood and
fire as of old. Fan Chen further elevated materialism by -
polinting out that the relationShig between from and God is
the relationship between "esserice" and "application” and
the relationship between "matter" and "application.” This
not only made full use of the theorles of relatlonships be=
tween "essence" and "application” and between "primary" and
"secondary” expounded in philosophy since the Tsin and Wel
Dynasties,.but also opened up & new approaech for the correct’
solution of the relationship between spirit and matter, thus
_theoretically defeating idealism, ~ This 1s why we say that
in the.process of the transformation of things, both material-
isin and idealism undergo developmeut, - If the one aspect of
' the opposites which occupies the positlon of the ruled re=:
maeins stagnant at 1ts original level, it carnot transform
to occupy the dominant position. =~ o _ .
-, In the entire prpcess’oflthe‘struggle*between,material—
ism and idealism,‘what‘isfeven.mofe*impqrtant‘is'that'material-
ism itsef not only ‘develops but also gradually changes 1ts
character, Eventually, & fundemental qualltative change 1is
induced, and it develops into dislectical materialism. The
fact that dialéctical materialism occuples the domlnant - -
position 1s the sign of the'basipfchange-inthe‘character of-
materialism and dlalectlcs. By change in thelr .owm charac-
ter, we do not mean a chsnge of materialism into ldealism or
dialectics into metaphysies, but that the entlre process of
* the "development of materialism is the process of its increas-
“ing fusion with dlalecticse ILooked at from another angle,

' ‘one may say that the process of the development of dlalectles

is the process of 1ts increasing fusion with materlallsm. -
Such a fuslion engenders qualitative changes in both materialism
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 isdue-to struggles Wang Ch'v
‘ peaking, .was able to occupy the dominant position. only after
1t had oriticized polnt by point Tung Chung=shu's idealism.

GALE i s

and dialecticss Spealking of 61&39 nature, dlalectical mater-
lalism is the world outlook of thé proletariat. So far as -
understanding is concerned, this enables man to ‘understand

811 sides instead of one side of things and in;the:completely

_correct way instead of %lée not quite correct waye . The’ entire

‘process of the development of ldealism 1ls the process of 1its

drawing away from dialectics and 1ts fusion with metaphysics.

‘The imperialist reactionary philosophy "of today is an ideo-

1qg1¢alfsystem,of-the.complete;iusion of ldealism with meta-
physics. - Therefore, we may say that in the general tendencyy.
materiaiism is daily fusing itself with dlalectlcs and

‘idealism is daily fusing itself with metaphysics. In charac-

ter, materialism demands association with dialectics; while
idealism, In character, demandsﬂassoeiaﬁion-withfmetaphysics.
Even though Feuerbach was a metaphysical materialist, from

" the standpoint of the oppositlon to t1dealism of his wateriale-

ism, 1t is voluntarily in accord with dialectics. Hegel's
philosophical. system may embodyhmapy;dialec%ical‘ideas. How=-

- ever, since hls dialectics 1s associated with ‘the ideallstlc
system, 1t is eventually subjéqﬁed‘td'theglimitatibns;of;;;

metaphysics, . Therefore, he remains a metaphysiclane: 4180,

‘- ‘dialectice itself requires its own association with ldealism.

0f course, the process of the development of the history of

 philosophy is a circultous one and requires a concrete analy=

sis, However, the general;tenqency%of.dévélopmenﬁ?is,11ke

- Pourth, the transformation Af materialism and ldealism
into each other is the result of  the attainment 'of a certain
stage of the struggle between thems = The more lntense.the .
struggle,. the faster and more thorough the transformationa

~Without the:determined struggle of materialism agalnst ideal-
 ism, materialism would have“qbQQPied thg;dqminant poslition at

1te’ own volitioms . .. . . o 0 A
- Chairmen Mao pointed out, ‘"The struggle between con- -

{r4padictions 1s continuous. Whether they co-exist or are in

*?;the'process ofgtransformatiop each into the other, struggle
. exlsts.. When they are transforming into each other, struggle

is most conspicuous. This is the universality and absolute-

ness of contradictlons." That materislism was able:to trans-

form to occupy. the dominant gositiong”underngiven conditions,
hlung's materialism, philosophically

Without struggle, 1t could only forever occupy the position
of the ruled while the.other aspect would forever occupy. the

. 'dominant posltion, The more intense ‘the struggle, the faster
"and ‘the more thorough tha_transfdpmatipn;;“Wang chtung
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determinedly wagéd'struggle.agaiﬁst‘Tungfchung-shu¢; There=
fore, his philosophy .Very speedily:occupied'the dominant
position and thg'1deaiist‘philoso@hy“of.the Han Dynasty was

© gpeedlly deprived of ;tsfdom;ﬂaﬁt"osiﬁion and had to change
1ts form.- That gave birth to thb'?respect-for,void" school .
~‘of the Taolsm of the Wel and Tsih‘Djﬁasties.' On the contrary,
-the,less'determine&,thé‘struggle, the” slower the transforma-

=ﬁtibn,,whiohrat“timéé'even_cquld ndt'bé“effected;",For;instance,

. before Wang -Chtung, such materiallsts of the Han Dynesty as
- Hual Nan=tzu and Yang Helung failed %o tronsform to . take the
ﬂdominaht,ﬁosition,initﬁetr struggle‘against;the'1dea1;sm of
- -the-Han ﬂynasty.”'Therefore,‘we cannot think of struggle 1t-
self’as;transformation.' Only when struggle develops to a -

~certain stage can new conditions be qreated and. things

~ transforms

N peaseful transformation’ of materiallism and dealism in-

- 4o each other 1s fundamentallyfimpossiblegi:Peaceful.transé

" formation not only négatés;théfabgoluteness,of.struggle;but
also denles that the struggle of philoéophical jdeologles is

 the reflectlon of class struggles. No'reactionary,class,would

", voluntarily retreat from?the'stage,offhistory{ﬁfmherafpreg

unless 2 struggle ;s,waged_against-the philcsophy»zepresent-
" ing its class injerésts;»it‘also would?nctwvoluntarily.give up
the prerogatives of 1t dominanﬁ’position’and dialectical .
'materialism would not be able ‘to attain the dominant position.
T In -this connectlon, I would like %o touch upon a certain
~ﬂquestion;ai.e.,ahqwﬁtd,eva;uatg;tha“h;storican,positinns of

. materialism 1in the_historyﬁof?bhilosophy;f There have been
many kinds oflmaxerialiém;m”ﬁpweVéry s Judged todays sSome

*ofithem»shouldgtakeva”highe;_poSition.;n”history,“whiiég;

- others should mot- be agcorded ‘very nigh positlons. Why?- I

 feel that in evaluating the historical rositions ofmaterisl-
fismbfwe-should;nat'take~on1yfpew.conﬁribuﬁibnéfto the develop=-

-~ mert of matarialiét}ideoldgyJint@%@bnbideratiqn,iwhich are

-~ Amportent of course, 'but even more importent 1s the -eritical

- spirit with which;it;Wade”stxuggleﬂagainsﬁ*idealism;;,Ehere-

. ‘forey 1 feel: that Wang.Chﬁung“an&‘EanNOhénShould-bewac¢orded
'”ihigher.pdsitionS;in,:he history of Chinése phllosophy in
““Tancient'times,gand,Liu ?Sung‘yuan“gnd'LiuJYuahsi;cannot be
f;rated'equally_With,WéngjCh'ung“andeén Chén, : As for Wang

".Ch?ung,yhg.dared;to'gnreservedly oppose the.official-lideal=
“1gt phllosophy of the Han Dynasty. This kind of.spirit of
struggle agalust the "imperishabllity. of God" theory, ‘the most

;”_controversialgissue,of*the“fimgb“'He carried on a debate
‘”against<mqre;than-TO_SOthars“whpﬁwere'patronized;bythe

court of‘the-crggpization’headedvby Emperor thu-of the Liang
Dynastys. Thls is really'rére"and”valuable'indeed} ~As.-for
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Liu Tsung-yuan and ILiu Yu-hsi, while they volced some sharp
criticisms against some aspects of 1dealism and made some -
contributions to the development of materialism, thelr -
spirit of struggle ‘is of a much lower order as compared with
that of Wang Chfung and Fan Chen., Not only did they fail to
criticize Buddhism, the most important reactionary ldeallst
theory at that time, but affirmed some aspects of ‘1t, thus
greatly detracting from- the revolutlonary spirit of material-
ist critiocismé . S T
C. Pifthy the mutusl transformation between materiallsm
and idealism and between.dialebtics&and'metaphysics_means;

in substance, the conquering 0f nné agpeéct of the contra-

diction by the other. However, this does not impede the '~

variety in form of thelr mutual transformations . _
.. The mutual transformation between materialism and

’ idealismuandAbetween dialectics and metaphysics does not =

mean ‘the transformation into the latter and vice versa, as
we have discussed above. .But the transformation between “the
two may . take various forms. (1) Owing %o the fact that some
materialist systems embody elements of idealism, under given
conditions;gthese~idealist¢e1ément5<devélop‘tO‘establish‘an
idealist system, thus defeating materialism. Under other
conditions, owing to the fact that the idealist elements |
develop and take the dqminantlposition,.this,system’becomes
an idealist system. That is the relationshlp between Tung
Chung=-shu's idealist phllosophy and the materialist philo=-.
sophy of. the pre-Ch'in Dynasty perlod. (2) Owing to the fact
that a certain materiallst system 1s associated with meta-.
physics, - the metaphysical ideas, urnder given conditlons,
destroy the materilallist system and establish an ldeallst

. system, On the other hand, owing to the fact that an ideal~
- ist system embodies elements of materialism and the ratlonal
‘kernel of dialectics, under given conditlons, the development

of these latter elements breaks through the system to estab-
lish =a materialist.system.'}For.instanca;funder new histori-
cal conditions, the "basic kernel" and the "ratlonal kernel"
of German clasgical philosophy provided the Marxian philo=-
sophy with premises. Under this situation of mutual trans=
formation, it is-not the transformation of materialism into
idealism, nor vice versa, bu% the triumph of one aspect of

& econtradiction over the vther; and in the process of over-
, -coming 1ts opposlte, 1t develops itself, urges the transe-
. “formation of the contradiction, changes the character of

things, and forms new contradictions, . (3) Since the old"

- materislism lacks thoruughness, 1t embodies some contradlc~
 tions. So far as itself 1s concerned, 1t embraces the mater-

falist viewpointe Hywever,it may turn toward idealism in 1ts
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further ‘developments For instance, the old materialism,
in fecQgﬂizing'ﬁatter}as“primary,~is»materigli&t. This is
the basié'aspect;?~HQWeVer;fthevempiricism-of materialism,
in recoghizing the dependability of experlence, 1is material=-
ism, However, in its obscession with the dependability of
expérience,;it;may;b¢come‘idealismfin its further develop-
_mente Bven so, 1t is becaus of “the intultionism of the old
naterislism that i1t may become idealism in further develop=.
ment, and 1t 1s not due to the recognition of matter as pri-
mary that' it becomes 1 gdlisms (4) Then there 1s another
situstion in which, net owlng to the fact that elther mater=
iglism or idealism embodies elements of the other, but owing
to the fact that under given historical conditions the class
position of some people changes and is transformed to lts.
oppésites = Does = this mean that materialism has transformed
into idealism or vice versa? Of course not, It means merely
- that to some speciflc individuals and schools of thought, -
. ‘materialism gives up the dominant position to ‘idealism or . -

“'vice_ versa. Therefore, the character of “things changes- and
 %he two aspects ofﬁthe1cOntradictiqn;éhangefand-nequdntra~
‘&ictions“are,formed;'”TranSformatign"may*take“many»otherw.«
forms, subh'ascthevdevelbpmént'oi"schools-of;thoughtaand«
the individuals, or‘ths“mutualfQGVQlopmentfof'different
schiools of thought 1n their strugele, However, such deve-:
lopments may be a transformation from materiallsm into - -
- idealism or vice versa. IT is mot that there has been & .
transformation of materlalism into idealism or vice versa,
but that, as a result of the development, the aspect in the
contradictinn‘whichloriginally occupied .the dominant posi=~ -
.tion has been relegated to the‘position'oflthejruled_and .
'vice versa. As ‘the characters of things changej such a trans-
. posltion of positions explalns the process ot the development
‘fro: quantitative change to qualitative change, ltself belng
‘the sign of a gualltative change. Lo T e
1 We study themutual transformatlon betweén materiallism
and idealism and between dlalectics and metaphysics for the
purpose bfvstudying_the‘1aWs_0f'the~development~ofvthe\”'m;
history of philosophy, how materiallism has triumphed over -
1dealism5'hpw-dialéctics_has-triumphed over métaphysics, -
and‘how:dialectiqalfmaﬁerialism“and historical materiallsm
have become the fundamental changes in the history of philo-
sophy so that we can help the people establish and conscll=-
date phg_proletarian*ﬁqud;outlook so ag to defeat the capital=-
v;st~wgrldroutlook;,<T’eréfdre;'from'the above five polints, we
- may ‘see that we. cannot disouss the transformation of materlal-
Asm and;idealismuinto‘each'other'inAabstract;terms, but must
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examine the guestion of transformation by placing 1t in the
whole picture of how the relations between materialism and
jdealism illustrate the lest of the unity of opposites. Other=-
wise, we are liable to reach one-sglded concluslons.

Pootnotes:

1gee RKuang=ming gihégag, Philosophy Supplement, 22
March 1959, ‘ -

| adonCerning the philosophlical ideas in '
most important is our edisor's Selections fir
hilosophy, 1958. o
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