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WHITHER THE NATIONAL FRONT?

= Indonesia =

/Following is the translation of an article by Zoebeir

%, Hadidiin Mimbar Indonesia (Rostrum of Indonssia), Vol
XIV, No 43, Djakarta, 22 October 1960, pages 5-7/

Last Saturday, President Sukarno came back to the fatherland after
having attended the 15th session of the General Assembly of the UN in New
York. It cannot be denied that President Sukarno's mission to the General
Assembly had a very significant meaning for the world in general and for
our country in particular. As we know, President Sukarno is one of the
five heads of state of the uncommitted nations, who, by means of a resolu-
tion to the General Assembly of the UN, suggested that President Eisenhower
znd Premier Khrushchev try to contact each other again for the sake of
world peace. In addition to that, the president introduced before that
international forum in New York the philosophy of our country, the Pantjz
Sila, and he proposed that this philosophy = which is said by the presidsnt
to be greater than the Communist Manifesto and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence - be mentioned in the Charter of the UN.

As already said, the presidentts mission and efforts during the tire
that he was away from Indonesia have significant meaning for mankind in
general and for our nation in particular., However, not less important thar
the President's mission to the international forum, (some people woulc evern
say that these problems are more urgent and more concrete) are the domestic
problems that the President will face when he gets back from abroad; pru.»
lems that have to be solved as soon as possible for the sake of our rsvolie
tion, which, as the President himself has repeatedly said, is not yet fir~
ished and is still going on,

When we talk about domestic problems, we are not solely thinkirg
sbout the problem of food and clothing, about the scarcity of sugar, «i=-
though its official price limit has been raised by 30%, about the diffi=-
culty in getting petroleum, although it is said that ours is an oil=produce
ing country and that we are exporting oil, or the rise of the price of
matches from 1 rupiah to 2 rupiah in a period of two months. Nor are w2
thinking solely about the security problem, because, as Minister of Naiionw
al Security General Nasution has said, this problem cannot be expected %o
be solved in one or two months, but will take another one or two years.

Nor are we thinking about thh problem concerning the political partiss

“1-




(for example the prohibition of party activities) or other things that
are regarded as impeding the revolution and thus have to be cleared away,
A11 the above mentioned problems, especially the food probiem, are indse:i
important problems. . President Sukarno realized this, and therefore the
first program of the Karya cabinet is to provide for food and clothinge
However, no matter how important those problems may be, they are just
aspects of the problems faced by the government and by the country; the
are not basic to the success of the revolution.

This does not mean that those problems may be neglected., They
should be faced seriously and should be solved., However, it is not
President Sukarno who has to solve it, but his helpers in the Karya cabi~
net, that is, the ministers who are responsible for their respective fields.
In facing these problems, the president has the function of a supervisor
rather than as an executor,

In addition to his function as president/state head, President
Sukarno has a more important function, that is, as leader of the revolu-
tion. Anybody, especially if he has a good education and has some ppaditi-
cal experience, can he president, but not everybody can become deader of a
revolution, be he well-educated and with long experience in the political
world,

Dr. Oswaldo is president of the Cuban Republic. He has a good
education, and has long experience in the political world, but he is not
a leader of the revolution, The leader of the Cuban revolution is Fidel
Castro who is, qua education and political experience, far beneath Ir.
Oswaldo. However, Castro has an ability that Dr. Oswaldo does not have,
+iz, the ability to organize the masses, to wake them up, and to chanu=l
them, If Castro wished, he could easily become president and replace Jr.
Dswaldo besides being the leader of the revolution; however, it carmot ba
said that Dr., Oswaldo could become leader of the revolution,

A revolution is a mass action and can only succeed with the suppert
of the masses. As a veteran of the revolution and a leader of the Indone-~
sian revolution, which, according to the president, because of its many
facets is greater than any other revolution. President Sukarno is eariain
of the rightness of the thesis of the revolution and therefore he feels the
sbsolute necessity for the formation of a mass organization, cast ia the
form of a National fromt, which was sworn in about 2 months ago, just &
few days before the celebration of our 15th Independence Days

However, ever since it was @worn in, the public has never seen
nor heard of the activities of the National Front. Regional branches =
“he National Front, which should be the basis of the mass organizatio:w;
are not formed as yet.

Tt is said that the Indonesian Revolution is not yet finished.
If we accept the theorem that the revolution is based on mass action and
that it can only be successful with the wholehearted support of masses,
then how can the Indonesian Revolution be successful, if the power of “ha
masses and the mass action are not organized and vnited in the National
Front? The formation of a central board does not mean anything.

The answer to the above question is not that it is not mean® ¢ be
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done, but that it is not yet being done. The publie will ask then: when
is it going to be done? Can the delay of the formation of these branches,
vhether intentionally or not, be accounted for before the revolutionary
jaw? ¢

We know that many of those that are selected by the president to
beocome members of the central board are members of political parties.

When he swore them in; the president said that the consideration in elscte
ing them was their ability in waking up the masses, The conclusion %o be
drawn is that those who are elected to be members of the central board of
the National Front will fulfill his expectations,

It is indeed difficult to understand the President!s policy in
solecting members of political parties as members of the central board of
tie National Front. A mass organization will be a competitor of the poli~
tilcal parties, will suck in their members, and will endanger thd life of
the political parties. The President!s policy can only be understood if
w2 regard it as a test of the loyalty of the leaders of the various politie
sal parties: Are they more loyal to their party, or are they more loysl
%o the revolution, which we will finish through support of the masses,
vaited in the National Front,
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