0Ts: 60-11,778

Reproduced From
Best Available Copy

LENIN'S TEACHINGS ON TRUTH AND

MODERN SCIENCE
- USSR -

By G. A, Kursanov

Dietrituted oy:

" o

'{}. CJ

JOIBT FUBLICATIONS R

hatfat

30

X T S WS EARGH SERVICE
Q05 EAST 4Pnd STREET, SUI

NEW YO

e e
=G
A N

JN
BK 17, K. Y.

JPRS: 2859

13 June 1960

260 60218661

EH S 2 e A5 O D TR WD B9 @73
O3 A A B AEX UG SED AOR Qe W VI 00 SN0 95 A5 Wy TR O g al Y G S AT AT R0 N0 W YT OB B SO0 IRE TR AT O S3L W I e B WS g W 0. S Y TW
AN



JPRS: 2859
CS0: 3885-N

LENIN'S TEACHINGS ON TRUTH AND MODERN SCIENCE
[Following is a translation of an article by

' G. A, Kursanov in Priroda (Nature), Vol., XLVIIT,

‘No. 9, 1959, pages 3~10l.

In Lenin's works of genjus "Materialism end Ewpiriccriticism" and
"Philosoghigal Notebooks" profound idess sre developed in‘the doctrire
on truth, which are being continually confirmed in ccntemporary sclence
snd practice. V. I, lenin developed his idess besed on the most impor-
tant thésis lei¢ down by Marx and Engels snd using end criticslly eval=-
ueting Hegel's concevtion of truth; he generalized the most recent date
furnished by scientific cognition of the world and ﬁhs development of
gcoial reletions of hisvépoch. Simultanecusly he subjects the views on
truth of Kachiem, Neo-Kantism and pragratism to profound and meny-sided
criticiam,

V. 1. lenin's dsvelopment of the idea of truth is besed, in our
opinion, on thé following gnosﬁological princiéless on recognition of
the decisive role of' prectice in cognition as itg basig and moving force,
as the mein gosl of cognition and as the determining oriterion of truth;
end én snalysis of the contradictory nature of the process of cognition
of the world of mer, Based on this, V. I. Lsniﬁiconsidsrs truth in
the first place 25 & process of the reflection in the conscicusness
of men of the laws of the material world; in the second place as a
definite concrete-historical result of cognition of the world; in the

third place it shows the contradictory charscter of truth as en expres-

Lgion of the contrsdictory neture of the entire process of cognition,



At the same time, lenin elways emphacized the great active role of
human reason in cognition of the world. For thie reason it is possible,

guided by Lenin's thesis, to defiﬁe truth today as followss truth is

the process of the reflection in the consciousness of man of the laws’

of the material world, while at the same time, men forms & gscientifio

‘picture of the world.

It is alsc necaessary, in our opinlcn, to emphasize that there is
only ggg_truth, but it omn be desoribed from various logical sidess
from the point of view of its objective, absolute, relative or concrete
peture, It was these pointe of view in the dootrine on truth which
wu}e developed especially profbundlylin the philoaophical works of V. I.
Lenin, |

The objectiveness of truths The idea of the objectiveness of

truth is centizl to the doctrine of truth in general of dialectical
meterialism, which was developed from all sides by V. I. Lenin, Cone
sidering truth as a process, he emphesiges that thie progess is the
soincidence of the thought with the object, while the entire process of
cognition proceeds "from a subjective ccncept end 2 subjeotive goal to
objective truth."l) In eddition, V. I. Lemin consistently and unde¥i-
atingly holde to the thought that "to recognize objective truth" is the
game thing as "to hold to the meterialist theory of cognition."z) The
objectivity of truth is the determining basis of all other loglosl
description.of truth - its absolute, relative snd conorete character.
On this level, the only scorrect concept of truth in general is the
concept of objective truth: truth is always and in every case cbjece-

tive truth, At the same time V. I. Lenin always points out that
¥ (see footnotes at end of regort)




the concept of objestive truth is wholly determined by the criticlsm
of prective, without whic§7;a pointlses to talk about truth at all,

The logicgl comospt of objective truth can be eraractarized in
two ways. In the first plecs, objective truth, as is truth in geseral,
is s feflestion in the eanéeiousnaﬁa of man of the sttribubes of and
‘links end relatione betwsen objects of the materisl world - that which
Hegel ropeetedly calls ths soincidence of the comcept with reality,
accordarice of objectiveness with the concept, the i&gméity of ths oone
capt and objectivensss. In epite of the otrious snd clear nature of the
given thesie, 1% is of importeace in princiﬁla end iz dirscted a@&inét
gubjectivisn in cognition in gemers) end egainet varicus subjeotive
semcapts of tfuth in partiouler. In the second piaaa; as Ve I. Lenin
gspaninlly emphreizes, Gl gubjeetive nature of truth gonsigts in that
the eontent of our knowledge doss not depend on the sﬁbj@at, doss not
deperd er. the humsn belng or on humsnity.

fhis thesiz soquires speciel significsmee in the light of the
developmant of oombemporary sclentifis knewledge.

lat us resall that already i his work “Marxiem end Revisioniam®
V., I. lenin emphesized thei, L€ gesmehrical exioms were to oome up
ageinst the interssta of psople, they would probably te refuted, Thue
the sbeolute law of mabturs - the law of ¢he consorvatien of matler end
motion - refubez all aseertions of ideelists and thecloglans on the
dostruction of mathter snd the ruin of the world, It is thus naturel
thet, in the coursze of many decades, it has deen subjeoted by them to

the fiercest attscks, while physicsl idealists and theologlens gtrive



to interpret the most recent discoveries of science tendentiously, sco
ag to create the sppearsnce that this universal law of nature has not
been fulfilled, In the contemperary pericd one of the sharpest such
attempts were spsculstione with the phenomena%?é»disintegr&ticn, in the
process of which it et first appeared, that the laws of the conservetion
of energy and th§ moment of the quantity of motion which express the
ebsolute law of nature from the concrete side, wers infriﬁged. The
opponents of materieliem saw en infringement of the lmw'of ths conser-
vetion of energy in the fact that the stemic nuclel of & given radio-
active isotope in the Fndisintegfation lose an identicel quantity of
énergy, while the emergy of the slectroms eradiated in this has differe
ent values, Where then does the remaining part of the nuclear energy
digappear to? Could this possibly be an infringement of the law of
comservation with ell the consequence: resulting from ié?

No, naturally, there csn here also be no question of any infringe-
ment of the lsw, It was soon after suggested end later estehlished
firmly that in the F~disintegration, in addition to the elssctrom (or
positron) & very small particle of neutrino is emitted, which carries
with 1t a definite smount of energy equsl to the difference between
the maximum energy E,, which waes lost by the nucleus and the enorgy of
the electron, However, the distribution of energy between the electron
and the neutrinc msy vary. This was & new, brillient confirmetion of
the objective truth of the ebsolute law of nature, the sense and con~
tent of which do not at all depend on the subjective opinions and

desires of the ideslists and theolecgiens. At the same time, the



cbjective truth of truly scientific laws, theories and ideas is the
grenite bese for the further fruitful development of scienoce.

The principle of the ohjectivity of truth hes not only dscigive
thecretioal significance.in cognition, but elsc mekes it posgibls to
explain the role end significence of science in the practiecel ectivity
end life of man., Hegel alrsady, in "The Phenomenology of the Spirit"
shy sﬁbthai mem with hils reason, by mssbering ss s cognitive subjest
tha obj@ét opposed to him, is transformed from & slave into a master.
If, ssys Hogel, "the essence of dominetion is the reverse of what it
wents to be, then slavery also, in its finsl result, becomes the opposite
of what is seesms direstlys ss it is sliensbed in lisslf, this consoclous-
ness returns to itself and turns to true independenee.”33 This trus

rdgpandence is scguired by the cognitive subjeot by filling his con=
soiocusness with objeotively ~ true content. In his work: "Noterisliem
and Bupiriocoriticism®™, V, I. Lenin gives & olassical formulation, which
expresses the most important. thought on the supremacy of men over ths
surrounding world becsuse of his objectively - trus sognition. "Supre-
macy over naturs which 1z menifested in the prastiee of humsnlty, is
the result of an objestive -~ feithful reflection in the human braln of
phenomnens a&d progagees of wabure; it is proof that the reflection ...
is objestive, ebeolute and eternal fruth."t) Tn the light of?@intem-
porary solentific achlevements of humenity, this Leninist thought was
brilllsntly oonfimed, The creatlon of srbificial earth satsllites and
the first artificial plsnet of the soler system is sn expression of

profound penetration inmbo the objective laws of the movement of earth




and hesvenly bodies. The ers of interplanetary travel and conquest of
world spece hes begun und this sigaifies the beginning of a new epoch
of the BLPToHAcY of men over neture, & supremacy achleved by objece
tively - trus cognition of ibs lews. Cbviously, this did not come
aboutb smddénly, not 1like & Deua ex Muchina, but as a result of & lemg
and complieated process of the dévelcpmant of human knowledge, &z a
rasuld of wminterrupted and more and more profound discovery ?y‘mun of
heretofore inaccessible secrebs of maturs, -

Finﬁily, 1t is neascszry o remark, that these leniniet ideac on
the undarstending of the objeetivity of truth ara the complete an§i~
thesis and show the groundlessmass of the assertiens of the gnosloloe
gista of pr&g%%%iHM'with their instrumént&i oonception of truth. As is
woll<known, tHs loglecal comsequence of this comeept, as long as 1% .
gerves as nscassery 4nstruments in the "bielogiosl adaplabion to the
environment®, quite independent of and sgsinst the objsebive ; true
genze and eignificanae of g1l our concepbe aud thoories, Ths opposi~-
ticn of Mar¥ist %o pragmetist thesry of truth was clearly expressed
by ¥, I, Lemin in the follewing wordss "To consider truth as sn imetru-
ment of cognition meene in eszemas %o go over to the side of sgnostislsm,
ies, to abandon m&%ari&liama'ﬁ)‘Fuﬁfﬁpmzskatanﬁing peaborz of en [talisn
pragratist scolety with the pretemtious name "Leonardo™ arrived at an
essertion of ths iden%ity of truth end lise (). This follows completely |
Rlogleally® from the oonsept of imstrumentailem swnd the denial of the
obje ctive nature of truth,

The sontradietory meture of the process of the cognition of truth,




“The disloctiss of the ebsolute snd relative nature of truth. The pro-

cess of the cognition of truth 1s the process of schisving the objeo-
tive truth of the theoriss, concepta, laws end other forms of human
thoughts Undoubtedly, in this process a certain role belengs to live
contempistion, when sensetions, perceptions and concapts arins in humen
sonsoiousnese, Nevertheless, ths real process of getting to know the
trath begins with the rise of scientific thought. A%t the sems tine
alwaye, as Lenin pointe out, prastize checks on and eenfirns the objone
tive trath of our every shep in cognition of the world, starting from
slementary seusuel ecomceplts and énding with highsr gclentiflc abstrace
tiﬁmaeanﬁ ssientific idens.

In proceeding %o & dlscussion of bhe dialestic of ths process of
the eogition of truth, ¥. I, lenin highly velues Hegel's thought, that
tyuth is realized only dn the smum tolel of all sides of renlity, in all

the varisty of its comnections and reluticone. For thiz resson it is

. natural thet the prossse of the cognitlon of trulth is ar vainterruptod
end endleps movement of hien Inowledgs from The appearsncs to the sge.
gence, From ths less bwufmunﬁ %@ the more profound esgence, from one
fors of oonasebion and interdependence to snother, mora profuund sad
more g@narﬁ;5 ‘Tha logieel oristallization of this complicated and
contrudictory process is revenled in the dialectie of the absoluts and
relative neture of truth whieh wes diselosed and disecusszed profoundly
from 81k sldes by Vo, 1. lsuln.

The sbeolute nature of truth is expressed by the fact that it ie

", possible for a humen being to scquire complats and exheustive know-
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le¢ze of 81l lawe of the surrounding world. The relative nature of
truth ic characterized by the epproximate nature of our knowledge, the
definite degree of the peretration of cur sonsciousress into the inex-
henstible eswencs of matter, the definite level of humen knowledge
achieved in any given epoch, At the seme time, as wes statel above,
the absolute end relative nature of truth are entirely bassed - as

logical characteristics of truth - on its objsctive character. The

vyt

i

ebsolubeness as well ag the relativity have meaning andisignifiaﬁnce
only in ‘connection with the cbjectivity of truth, without which ell
discuseions of truth becoms nonsensé.

In the historic process of the cognition of truth the mwutual and
eontradictory connectior hetween its ebeoluteness end reistivity is
reveelead. It must be mentioned by the way, thet this comnsction was
intuitively péinted cut in sncient Indisn philcsophy end the philosc=-
phy of Jéirism end especially in Buddhist philosophy. On the one hand,
the sbsolute nature of the world is reslized in an unintarrupted'series
of relatively - true theses with an sver-increesing degfaa of profundity
end secursoy, reflecting the infinitely compliceted laws of the materiel
world., But, cn the other hend, the relsativity of truth is at the same
time also its absoluteness; thus: every rel&tiveiyltrua step in the cog-
nition of the world meesns a step towards cognition of the full, sbsolute,
inexhsustible content of reslity. This is & general dialectic law of
the entire process of humen cognition which is being realized in many
sectors of selentific kncwlsdge.

Let us illuetreate this with & charecterietic fact in the develop=~
ment of contemporaryacience. One of the fruitful idess of the theory

i e
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of rolativity is the sdee of the dependonce of tho geometrical sttrie
butes of speos on 1tz physical neture, an ides which was pointed out
already by Lobef:zhaavskiy and Rimsn.  Historioally, the first step in
thé cognitim of motrical attritutes of spres was the geometry of
Buolid, fros which foliows the following expression for & linear ele-
ment (in JeScartian ooordinates)..
P d x> ¢ dy + d 3

This mxpressi@u is the first epproximetion in the cegpsticm of ths geo-
metrical relations of the real world, it characterizes with a certain
degree of mcouracy the rsal relations of upaﬁ:ai wodies, sbetrecting
itself from their differing physicel nsture. The next step iz the
exprossion giw% iy, the theory of relativity, which utiliszes, as ia

‘ walleknown, new interralations of nen«Euclidean gamzatx*y. The linsar

slemen’ iz hsre expressed with the help of & fundszentsl metrisal tensor

ds" - g}fy/ eﬁxﬁ dx,
whare the functione of g, ere components of & symmstrioal coverisnt

tensor sud desoribe the metrical relatlomezhips In the space-tine con-
binuum as well as the gravitetional field. Thisg means & more profound
cognition of the attributes of resl space but, et the same time, - this
is partiocularly interesting from the gnoeidloglaal point of view - ell
thie does nmot change the relationshipe of Eucildesn gemetry; thay
yeamain in foree in en infinitely small field and sre still the first
approximation to cognition of the metrieal sttributes of resl spece in
ganeral (moreover, us a rule this is suffioient 4n ordinsry enginssring
practics). However, even the given expression doez not exhaust the

Lenbire wonlth end variety of reel space sttributes. As is correctly



pointed out by academicisn V. A. Fok, this expression refers to move»l
ment of an uncherged material point in the field of graviteticn. If,
however, the msterisl point is charged, it will be influenced also by
the external electro-magnetic field, In this case the metrics of space

become more compliceted snd the follewing formule will be in foree for
i

its dc%:g”w Ax dx,'~&%g '(ﬁvdxv7‘%uji
vhere %ha 89éond torm of the right hend part of the equation expresses
the influence of the potential of tho external slectromegnetic fisld.
In developing these idess further, V., A. Fok remarks corrseotly thet
"ihe distribubion of masces in space is of an insuler nature", as is
ettested by astronomicel observationse. In conneection with this he gives
the following expression for the linear element (for infinite space)s.
Z
Az = (Go)oo Aty =€ TS - dx} - d; - odx;
However, in Einstein's equetion an equal distribution of mess in space
is being considered, which; neturally, is e certein appraximaticn.e)
However, regardless of the grest scientific significence of these
idess, all the above-mentioned equations do not exprees the entire
infinite veriety of real svatiel relations, they do not consider, in
particular, the influence of the msezon, neutron and other physical
fields on the geometrical attributes of space. For this reason, the
terms of the equation can not be considered es absolute, complete truths,
but express & certsin degree of our pena%ration into the infinitely
complicated and veried connections end reletionships of real space, they
express the unity of the ebsoluteness and relativity of truth, whieh

corresponds to the given concrete level of human knowledge.



Leninist idees on the guestion of the sbsolute end relative ne-
ture of truth serve as the strongest theoretical weepon in the struggle
bokh egaingt reletivism and agnosticlem in sontemporary bourgeols gnos-
iplogy end againsb the dogmatism of coniemporevy theologisns and net-
resiists with their sssertions of sbsolute and sternsl "God's truthe”

Pelativiem snd egnosticism sre presched perticularly in sontemporary
gnosiclaéy of ﬁao«Ksntism and semantic idealicm. Suffice it to cite the
go-callad "principle of tolerence” of Kermep, which leads to complete
ertitrariness in setting up any logical or geientific systems, completely
indspendently of the objective bruth of sny thecries, eoncepts, idess,
ete. Lenints idez of the orgenic link between the objactivity, sbsolute~
ness end relativity of truth chows the complete groundlessnecs of the '
ssesrtions of the rala@ivists, which in esgence express repudiation of
solentific cognitien of the world.,

Tn the sems wey the dogmetie assertions of conbtemporary theologlens
and neo~reslists on the existence of absolute end immutable ®Godls truthe’
ere shdwﬁ te be completely groundless in the light of leninist ideas,
True, the Thomist Veritain asserts thal truth is contained in God end,
in &ddiﬁian;‘@hftGod Himeslf is truth “primery and SW%W@ign“m7) The same
thing is preabh@d by Sernteyanse, Who seserts thet ip the higher ree Im- .
the reslm of the spirit-God appesrs as truth, beppiness, good and beauty.g
The ssme idess elso ere developed by'praféssorg of theology of the Cathow
lie university of Louvain, who recently published = gpeciel collection of
sreicles devoted bo problems of tputh snd freedam. Thelr mein idea

consists in prosleiming the existence, in addition to "ordlmary” and
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tgeientific® and "philosﬁphic“ truth, of a higher “religious truth®
which alons is capsble of "penetrating the secrets of human existence
snd ths secrots of the uyniverse® in e "decisive and exhaustive" way,
i;a; &bsaluﬁal&e The pame spirit-there iz not a gingls new idea iu
‘thip-was alse expressed in Pops Plus X1l speech to welcome participants
at the Intermeticnal Réiloaaphemfcbngreaa.in Ttaly 4n September 1858.
Hs calied on then %o é@t Lo know the Psupernatural truth of the Chris=
slen FeithM as it sonte inz i "enticipation of true hliﬁﬁ,'a pledge of
God'e favm%, imeorteiity end jayaﬁg) £11 these end similer seserilons
ar&.a@mpiataly rofuted on the basis of Iﬁnimiét jdans on the sbsointe
and relative neturs of truth, ov the besis of & profound understending
of truth s 2 p?geaaa of unidberrupbed, eéerﬂﬁl ppprozimetion of humsn
knowledze o snfinitely somplicabed &ﬂﬁ.im@xhau%tible reelity. 4&nd
this, obrieusly, excludes any dogmatio thenloglionl a&aa%tiang on
Tuhaniute" and "eternsl divine truths.

The prinsiple of the gonersts reture of truth and its theoretiosl

and nractisal sigoificence, Truth, as it is the procass of winterrup-

ted development of hwrpan kaowladgs, iz sliso 8 definite conorebe-hlse
tarie result of cognitieon, expressing e gualitatively defined stage in
the devalopment of knowledge. On this lével, trukh reflects the cor-
responding concrate ettributes end commsctiong of material objects,

the ocmerebe comditions and correspending resl reistionships which take
place et & glven moment of the development of sry phenocmens ©r procese
E08.

the comsrets neture of truth is manifested in the process of

7 Wt '12 , mo——vy



coghition in varlous espects. P}imarily, it sppears in the processe

of ths formation end development of the most importsnt solentific
gonespts, in the unity of the concrete snd ebstraet aspects. 4z is
well«known, this ides wae given us elrendy by Merx, He showed that

. the oonorste aspect of & thought as a reflection of conorete rozlity,
1s revezled in s series of separate sberect definitions. 4And V. I,
Lenin showe that only the infinit@.sum.af abstrect definitions renders
this émmar@%e sopeot fully. This laet thought of V. I. Ienin chsrac-
tarizes the entire uninterrupbed proaasé of humen vognition. But at
every definite stags of it, thie oégnitimn hag g certain degres of
ascﬁr&ﬁy'and approxims tion~the concrete aspset of reality with ths
heolp of @ muwher of develeping abstract definiticns (or particular
smnméb%%} genthesized in the corresponding conorete concepts, Lo shows
ing the futility of the formsl-abstract msthod in political sconomy,
Marz e=8id that the establishment of aaonmmié gystems and working out

of the most lzportant scomonic soncents procesded exactly in the above-
mentioned way: st first some sbstrect definitions were crszted-lsbor,
distribution of laber, monsy, valus, end others-and after this generel
and at the game time concrete concepis wsre formed, suth as the state,
international exchsnge, world market, Tﬁe samY 1aw.app1ia£, ohviously,
glaos to the development of eoncevts in the natursl and methematlcal
selences, Thus, the rise and development of tﬁ@ concept of mathema-
tiesl infinity historically reguired the oresticn of sn entire series
of sepsraie mbstrast cefinitions-concepts of variable, petentlel end

gotuel infinity, of differentisls, integrals, limit, functions, great
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numbers, etc., Here in 2ll cares the concrete acts as ¢ definite hise
torical result of cognition but, of course, it is in no way complete,
ebsolute or fim&libut only an importasnt moment in the uninterrupted
process of the development of knowledge.

The question of the concreteness of truth is also revealed in the
dialect}c of general end perticular cognition, V. I, Lenin shows that
the genéralhis manifested in the particuler as its decisive part, es
its eszenca. Bub 8t the same time, the gensrsl dees not exhsust or
cover the wariety of the particuler as the sonorets, which in this
respoot is richer then the general, These Leninist idees are of grest
significence at the present mement for Marxigt-leninist theory. The
resolutions of the 20th congress CPSU and the kosoow declaration of
1857 point out the enormous signiflicsncs of anelyzing mnd teking inte
account concrets peculimrities and concrete conditions in varlous
countries in the struggle of the working class for building a sgocisl~
. ist society. At the seme time, enalysis of concrete conditions and
peculinrities of every country does not ever mesan forgetting and
denying the most important end determining genersl lews of the struggle
for scoeialism, This theoretical stefement, given in the above-men~
tionsd ducuméﬂts, clearly shows the untenable position of both the ab-
ghract~dogmatise approzch to these questiaps and the revisionist denial
of ths most importent general principles of s rxism-Leninism.

Finally, ths prismeiple of the concreteness of truth in the theory
of sognition in dislectical materialism is extremely importent in yet

snother connection., This prineiple requires, as V. I. Lenin developed:
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particulerly fully and pfofcundly, & concrete-historical gnalysis of
developing social events. It ig well=known that our communist party
15 sreatively applying the general principles of Mg i at-loninist
thaory'tc ohanging historical conditions. A new remarkebls modsl of
a creative, soncrete-historicel snalysis of the laws of degveloprment
of the present epoch s conbeined in the most tmpartangétﬁeais given
i the report by ¥e. Si-Ehrushohev to the 21st Congraﬁ;/bPSU, that “the
countries of socialism, zuacessfully utilizing the p@@ﬂiﬁiliﬁ&@ﬂ con=
toinsd in the socielist system, will acconplish the transition to the
higher stags of a.cemmunist gociety st more or less the samo time."
The dislectic thesis "there iz no sbetr@et truth, truth is alweys con-
ergha® is of ugiarying theoretical as wéil a5 practioel significsnoce.
In comnsction with the Leninist theels on the sonoretensss of
| trﬁﬁh, it i necessary to briefly evéluate the attﬁmpts'a% gotiing wp
a so~called sbsoluts, logicel algorithm - o These attenpts have their
. origin s wsrly es in %the rodorious “art of Lullyﬁ in the Middle
Ages; laber, sush jntallscts &8 Leibnitz and leplece sttenpted to work
out an ebgoluts/logiesl~ze thematicel glgorithm with the ald of which
it would bs pozsible tu selve eny mathematioal problen; in the last
dacads semenils gnosiolegists such es Kérnmp, Morria, Korzhibskiy and
algo the Polizh loglicians Tarski and Lukssewicz ars sttempting to
get up universal "tsblez of goience” und verious systems of "Hetalogle®,
Matalanguage” end "Yotagremmar.” In all such cazes the gocientific

reqguirement of “he conoretensss of truth is iafringed and en ertificial

gxtr&pol&t&on cf a priori prinoiples for en unlimited group of pheno=



nens., gquelitatively gifferent fr&m each other, is taking plece. For
thie reason ell suéh sohomes are fruitiesa_in a scientific way es they
var@ am abstract Formaliszation of science end a denlal of its concrete
conbent.

the decisive role of srachioce end the question of the "logical

eriterion of truth.” Lenin's central idee in the theory of cogaition

ie thet of the decisive role of praﬁtie@ i the entire process of cog=
niﬁiaﬁ, It igvtha only objeotive and decisiva criterion of truth in
copnition, This jmportent role osn be fulfillsd and ig really being
fulfilled by prechice in the prosess of the development of humen know-
ladéag in all its various aspects and merifestations. Malesticnl
materislisn considers practice to be the soeial~historical activity of
paopié~a@tiviﬁy'iﬁ the field of production, the practics of the cless
struggle and the preotice of ssientifis experimsnis end ohservetions.
Sueh a concept of practlcs mekes it p@s&iblé to revenl its role as
4na desisive oriterion of trﬁth, in the social, nstural epd matheman
tical soiences.

Sbove &ll, prastice es the social~hiztoricel, materiel sotivity of
people apﬁ@ars as & sompletaly dafinite~end in this seuss, shnolubes
eriterion of truth in cognition, esteblishing the truth of truly selen-

Lonke Gn this

$ifios theories and refuting ell lying thaories and assert
pleneg, exsmples from the history of solence, whieh show the downfsll of
gpnosticlsm, éra of perticular importenasg. guffice it bo recall the
Pollewing convincing facts. In 1872 the permanant sesretery of the
Beriin Academy of Sclencer Dubof s~Baimond, in the speech "The Porders
of Vatural Selence," enumersled seven |
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"world riddles"-scientific problems which, in his opinien,
would never be solved. And what heppened? At present all or nearly
81l these problems heve been solved in principle; among them, ons of
the most difficultethe problem of the essence of life<hss been pro-
foundly elucidated by the Russiesn physiclogical school of Sechenov-
Vvedenskiy-Pavlov,

In 1800 Gilbert, at an internationsl mathematicsl congr s8, enum-
ersted Z6 methemsticeml problems which the +thenbegloning 20th century
would heve to solve. We cen say with pride that alreedy long befors
its end, our century has solved these problems, Not long age the
great physicist of our ege, Albert Binstein, ironicslly recommendsd
that we return to a discuscsion on the use of atomic energy in 100
yeers. The crestor of the theory of relativity could still in his
lifg=time convinse himself that his pessimistic prognoses had been
groundless. Finally, meny bourgeois philosophers snd sven many sclon-
tiste-specisliste would herdly have believed a few years ago thet man-
kind wae cspsable of putting the first artificinl plenet into orbid
between the Berth and Mers in 1959! All this is convincing preof of
the enormous force of humwen cognition, it revesls the complete gpround-
lassness of aénostiaiﬁm and demonstrates the rols 'of huuen rractice
o5 ths Jenlclive, erd in thel connection absnlute, criterion of the
truth of our knowledpge,

At the ssme time, practice aleo ects ag e reletive "indetermirate™

eritericn of truth in the gense, that it can not fully snd sbsolutely

confirn the truth of humen knowledge as "finel™ and "ebsolute" truths
g »



ag infallible and eternai dogmas, which mean the end of the develop-
ment of the cognition of the world., This iz also determiﬁed by the
feot thnt not enly humen Mmowiedge but also the social practice of
pa#pls jtself is oontinuslly developing end belng filled with new
jconﬁent, lst us remambér for exsmple, the perioé in the history of
soiente when it was oonsidsred to be ome of the easential signs of a
chemionl element if it wes impossible to divide or decompose it.. This
wBe praved by the practive of that time, which wes limited in its
toctnical means. Ite further development showed that it was not per-
missible to consider practice abséluts and correspondingly transform
our knowledge intc an abgolute, into unshekeable dogmas for etarnity.
This aﬁpliea ﬁoi;n even greater sxtent to the development of social
theoriss, -
It was pointed cub sbove, that the new historiesl practice of
the struggle of ths working clase for socialiam and ecommunlsm requires
en enricment of Marxist-leminist scianae'with new thecfs; this mesns
that it iz not permissible %o ebsolutize snd dogmatize old thasfs even
though they cmrreapané to the old conditioms end practice of a definite
historical periocd, This soquires s perticularly great sigeificance
in the present epcch, when an unusual”aeéalsr&tiam of historicel devel -
opwent is taking place, as was fordseen by the gemlus of Vo Is Lenin,
when ths masses with their titanic lsbor ere transforming the world in &
very short time and and sre btuilding & new communist society. The

entire historicel prastice of mankind will be developsd extremaly

rapidly, profoundly end many-sidedly; this requires righly and logleally,
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& corresponding development of socizl science end dose not permit any
abeclutization or fetish, both in connection with varlous theses of
goiencs end in humen prectice 1tself, which is elwsys of & coberebe-
historiosl end not abstrect-dogmatic cherscter.

In this briefly, coneists the dislectic cherscter of the criterion
of practice in cognition, pointed out by V. I. Lenip in his work of
goniuss "Materielism snd Empiriccriticism."

let we briefly consider in this connectlon, the question of the
sowcalled "logicel criterion of truth.” The esssncs of the "logiesl
cri@arion” consgiets in determining the senas and meaning of logicel
theser by their connectlen and sorraspondence with cther logical theszes.
The r@ai aonge of the "legleal eriterion® is datérmih@d by the faot,
ﬁhﬂ%‘it is founded entirely on the principle of the non-contresdictery
chareoter of thought, For this reeson 1t must be gaid that, in the first
plase the "logloal oriterion of truth® fmun&ad on the given principle,
iz une of the n@nasaary'factﬁrs of the reanl process of ocognition, par-

ifevlerly importent in the procsss of erecting end developing deductive
selentific systems, in partisular various systems of geometry; in the
sccond place, the “logical crit&fidn“ ean not be a eriterion eof ebjec-
tive truth in‘cogniﬁian, g5 it iteself belongs entirely to the loglesal
sphors and not to natursl reslitys thus, all the mors unfoundsd are

all formal-logicsl sttempte to meke it absoluteg in the third plave,
the "logical eriterion™ can be of only relative sipgnificence, in
connection with and depsnding on the essentie] and decigive eriterion

of truth in coguition-ths criterion of practice in the broad Laninist



gangs of the wordes

Lenin®s great idees in the doctrine of truth eare being confirmed
over end over again in contemporary science and practice and serve
es guiding stars in the cognition of the world, insuring a profound

iand progressive development of sclencs.
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