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pPhis is a translation of en unsigned article appearing in Sovets- 

k&ya Etnogra$iy& (Soviet Ethnography}, Ho, 3, Mosöow, May-June 1959, 

n»p» S»10,3 

The extraordinary congress of the tonamsaist Jterty of the Soviet 

Union was a great contemporary event which marked the »try of the 

USSE into a new, most important period of development«-the period of 

the large-scale building of a communist society»    The eongrejss worked 

out a program of eossmmlet construction, gare it a scientific founda- 

tion and defined the main directions of economic, political and ideolo- 

gical activity'for the Communist 'ftarty of the Soviet Union and the 

Soviet government «öder present-day conditions« 

In the report of K. S* Khrushchev, the speeches of the delegates 

and in the resolutions of the congress much attention vas devoted to 

the further development of science in oar country^ nm tasks were 

defined for scientists of various professions, including social scien- 

tists«    "Our economists, philosophers and historians,8 says an editorial 

of the journal "Kosmunief/are called upon to investigate profotmdly 

the laws of the transition of socialism to communism, to study the 

experience of economic and cultural construction and to generalize crea- 

tively and boldly work out the theory of new problems brought up by 

praotice»    Scientific workers aust continuously investigate real life, 

analyze the processes which take place in it and, based on this, 



'oonpile fundamental works which will help the party in solving urgent 

problems, and enrich tho theory and practice of scientific eomnuniou 

At the same time it is necessary to analyze the proceeses which are 

taking place in th© capitalist world, to unmask bourgeois ideology 

and to struggle for the purity of Marxism-Leninism, against revision« 

iem.''1) 

Guided by th© historic resolutions of the 21et €©agr@$3 of the CKKT 

all scientific institutions of the Academy of' Sciences USSR,ismedlately 

after th© work of th© congress eame to an e»ds set about working out 

plans for scientific research for the seven year period.    Basic sain 

problems set out in the plans were discussed in larch of this year 

at general meetings of each of tho tegutaraots of the AesAaay of Sciences 

and then at it's" general assembly. 

The collective of the Institute of Ethnography of the Academy of 

Sciences ÜSSH lmeni H. K. MÄuÄs-MaMÄy planned in the current seres 

yesr period to der«lop research in three main directionst 1} research 

on the processes of change ia the 8ocial~everyday life end cultural 

mores of th© peoples of the USSR in the period of transition fro» 

socialism to coBmrunism; 2) the formation of nations and national prob- 

lems | 3) the origin of man and hutsan races and questions of the hietory 

of primitive society. 

Tho central and leading place is taken up by a group of problems 

.   connected with the realisation of the building of ecummi« in the 

USSR.    The basic content of these problem was revealed already in a 

number of other articles2), thus It is not necessary to go into »ore 
^(see footnotes ai •naoTlFep33ft)• 



compile fundamental works which will help the party in solving urgent 

problems, and enrich tho theory and practice of scientific communism. 

At the same time it is necessary to analyze the processes which are 

taking place in the capitalist world, to unmask bourgeois Ideology 

and to struggle for the purity of Marzism-Lenlnlai, against revision- 

ism."1) 

Guided by the hie tori« resolutione of the Eist CkttgraM of the CEBIT 

all scientific institution« of the Academy of Sciences USSR, immediately 

after the vrork of the congress cam© to an end„ set about working out 

plans for scientific research for the seven year period.    Basic main 

problems eet out in the plans were discussed in Ärch of this year 

at general meetings of each of the .teparteats of the Aeatoay of Sciences 

and then at its' general assembly. 

The collective of the Institute of Ethnography of the Acs.deny of 

Sciences USSR laeai H. H. ÄKluÄo«M4kl&y .planned in the current sews 

year period to derelop research in three main directionss 1} research 

on the processes of change IK the aocial-everyday life and cultural 

mores of the peoples of the USSR in the period of transition from 

socialism to communism; 2) the formation of nations and national prob- 

lems! S) the origin of man and human races and questions of the history 

of primitive society. 

The central and leading place is taken up by a group of problems 

connected with the realisation of the building of communism in the 

USSR,    The basic content of these problem® was revealed already in a 

number.of other articles2), thus It is not necessary to go into more 



dftt&il here« 

Th® S®vm>»Y®&r Pisa adopted by th» 21at ifieaagMssTcPSU is aot ©sly 

a n»4@stle program-for th® devclepmoöt of .the eeoaomy of th© USSE, tat 

•it th» M0&« time else a titkmm majestic program for th« transformation 

of th® dally lif» 'of peoples of th« SoTi©t IMie»*    Taking this into 

account th« collective of th© Institut® of Ith&ogrephy gets itself 

th© task-of prolffofittg and. gaming r»s«ftreh on th» present-day li#* 

of |colkh#£ mecabera and the workisg class of th© peoples of the USSR 

go as net omly to pinpoint th® fundaswatal ehasgee'. which are taking 

place im the lif© of the' peoples but also to h»lp-ln:-p**eti»e «lth 

their works to aooelsrats these changes» .. 2ß th® pent-war years,  th© 

Institute of ■ Itimcgmpby systeafttiealiy carried out research oa the 

socialist transform tic» ßf the culture sad daily life of th© kolkhos 

peasantry«    Swarel manogr&pteg< sad a <xus&ber of articles have been 

published m& prepared for publioatios,   :Boiwrer, at present there »r« 

still no works in existence which generalize the results of this, trans- 

formation is the USSE fts ft whole, revealing th® laws of the development 

of eääbßogr&phio pheasemeiia in th® period of so©iali«au    The seven year 

plan of the Institute prdafd«s not -oaly for a considerable bro&dgaiitg 

of research on-this ihssse* isfcioh would include various aspects in Bätural 

geographical field ssdis eoaditions M «eaaoado. llf« «ad th® ethnical 

peculiarities of the population, but also the preparation of large, 

generalizing monographs« 

The first ple.ee among these is taken up by a, collective mono- 

graph oa the subject j "Breseat-day life of Kolkhoa Members in the USES 



il her«« 

1ha S<rr«a»Y©&r Pias Adopted by the 21st ctangttssiCPSD Is not only 

e. ssftjestl© program-for th© development 6f th« economy of the USSE, but 

it th» »SB.® tin» else a nojuss majestic program for th« transformation 

of' the dally life of paoplec of the Soviet Tfolesw    Tskiag this lato 

Aooöimt the eolleetiT® «f tb« Institute of Ithftograplty sets its«l£    • 

the task.of prolapsing and. d^pe&iag research ©u th© present-day Ilf# 

of kolkt«* pmber* and th© working class of the peoples of th© USSR 

so as mot "ottly to pinpoint the fuadaawatftl ehavges'. which are- taking 

plao» is the lif© of "the people« but ale© to h»lp-inn?**etii6e with 

thstr -*©rks to a0e@i0r0.ta these changes. ... la th® pdst««s,r years, th© 

Institute of ■ Bfc3b»og»phy s^taaatleally carried out remarch on th« 

socialist transfoiWLtiott Of the culture «ad dally, life of the kolkhoz 

peasantry,    Swai*©! memogr&f&#r':aEd a nwsaber of articles hare been 

■'published mi. prepared for publiefttAco.    Swwer, at present thsre &r« 

still -»o works In existen©« wMefa. generalize th« r@su.lts of tfeis. trsns- 

f0rBa5.ti.0a Iß the DBSB as a whole, »wealing th© Iswss of th« development 

of e&hsogmphio pha&esfcetm ia th© period of soei&li«au    5b e&vm year 

plan of thö Institut© prof das not -only for a eoasid««bl» broadening 

of «search on-this theme, ■■Moh would include VB.ri.ovtz aspects la natural 

geographies! field and In conditions §f eooncmio. lif• ■»* 'the «thnioal 

■ peeufcaritles of the population, but also the preparation of large, 

generalizing monographs« 

Th© first place among thsae is talc« up by a collective »oso- 

gr&ph oa the subject t "Stres«at-day. Ufa of Kolkhoa Members ia th© USSR. 



arsd Perspectives of its' Further Transformation oil the Road to Goomu- 

nissu'1    In »ddition, about 15 works will be published, d®Töt#d to 

research oa thee© prooesses «meng the B<&yeral peoples (for example 

®ma&g the peoples of the Far Horth and th» Russian population of Sihar» 

ia)    or ia some rural localities?; (ia kolkhoses or groups of kottboses». 

is rural•rayons or among th® rural populations of entire oblaste). 

The volume of research devoted to the daily life of tha working 

class of the peoples of the USSR iff being greatly expanded«    Soviet 

ethnographers have only ocatparfttively reo«atly b@g«a to study the 

daily life and culture of ths» workers,    It was net ss© long ago that 

it beoame necessary to oversee© surriY&ls of the old ethnographic 

school, n&ish had been foraed whea lussla fespeoially its outlying 

•Mf^m*) ws e predominantly a peasant eotaatry and whea':tha concept • .. , 

"peasantry" often ia fact coiaeided with the eoaoept "the people»® 

Under eonditio»8 of ths riotory of socle.lies* end the uapreeedeated 

industrial devslepBurat of ths country, ©thaographare no loaßer hsv« 

the rights ia describing tha    life of »ay peopl«, to eo&fine their 

inreBtigfttlonr caly to the kolkhos peasantry.    Jsx the past tlr* years 

research was oerried ©vfcon the life of ths workers of the USSR,by ethao» 

graphers of Georgia, the Ukraine, hy th© Institute of Btfaaograpky im 

tha Urals,  in Axerbeydsha» m& in Turkmenie.    It is planned to contin- 

ue thig work ia the earning eevea ye§.rs end to start OE ßew and mere 

extensive   ©thnogr&phie research.    The Institute of Ethnography in par», 

tiouler is plezrai»g 8uoh research work ea industrial workers of Soraor 

end Ivanov end workers in. sovkhozes on th® virgin lands of Westers 



Siberia and Kazakhstan.    This research will culminate in the publica- 

tion of several monographs, and a collection of articles on*    "The 

life of the working class of   the peoples of the USSR." 

Sia&l&r works are planned by ethnographic institutions of Usbek- 

istan,  Bashkiriya and several other republics; this'should be welcomed 

in every way« 

Serious attention is devoted by ethnographers to studying the 

family among peoples of the USSR and the processes of the transforma- 

tion of family life.    In. addition to works already published or pre- 

pared for   publication, starting in 1950 research -will he carried on 

on these questions in the various raytme of the Soviet Ifesloiar   in 

. ilarteftla^  l&tvia, Stroll** the central oblasts of th* BSESB, in Osstla, 

JKLx£Ulsa,. «n'd others.    The material obtained with those gathered 

j'mwllerV wiX1 ■*** ** P«*1*»1* to P*«P»« ft *»s»&®r ^ monograph«, des- 

cribing the peculiarities of the development of the family among the 

various peoples of the ÜßSfi.    These mteri&ls will be used also In 

preparing a basis, generating works    wTh© lays of the Development of 

the Soviet Fe^tly,19.   * 

la the course of the seven year period much work will have to be 

don® to overooras the still existing lag in the study of the spiritual 

culture of peoples sand the processes of forming a materialistic view 

' of the world and ways of «radioating religious.survivals in the life 

of the peoples of the USSR.    In the past five years, the workers of 

the Institute of Ethnography carried out hardly any special field 

studies on these very important problems, excepting works in Central 

Asia; ia the other rayons of the USSR material was collected in a 

■—    5 



casual manner.    In 1959 a special resolution of the Presidium of the 

Academy of Seimoes USSR set up in the Institute a group for 

the history of religion and atheism which has the task, among others, 

of organizing planned field studios on this subject end preparing 

end publishing materials end investigations»    In 1060 it is planned 

to publish the first collection of articles« "Religious Survivals among 

the Peoples of the USSR and Tfeys for Overcoming "Them/ wfcieh will 

include works, describing ths conditions on this question in Usbekis- 

tan,- ISrgiftl;*»/ Latvia»  Mttaania, eraong «ho peoples of the Far forth 

and among the Russian kolkhss;peasantry« 

A& the Material is collected,  similar collections will be pub- 

lished.    % the m& of the seven year period It is planned to prepare 

a collective aonographs generalising mterla.1 f ross all «pedal research. 

In the course of the grandiose trasssformtlonts in the life of the 

peoples of th® USS1 «hioh are determined by the building of eaanuztism, 

m&ny new tasks -»ill inevitably ecu» up for ethnographers, which have 

nst yet been adequately reflected in th® seven year plan for scientific 

research,    Thua# it is necessary to begin systemtie observation of 

ths course of processes characteristic for overcoming essential differ- 

ences beteees the city and the county, processes,, the successful devel- 

opment of which will confront »thnograpbers very soon with the very 

urgent question of th© need for studying rural and eity populations in 

equal measure« 

Of no less grave importance ip. ethnographic research in the period 

of large-seal* building of eonuaica are problems of developing a 

6 



coasaimist morality in the peoples of the USSR and of changing the 

psychic mould of the people.    The building of eoamunisat by its Very 

nature, deternines th© process of the formation, of th© spiritual 

life ©#• society* the development of a nsir aa&n*    Ethnographers, by 

the methods ©f their, work are directly connected more than other 

social scientists nith th© masses of th® people and must reflect in 

their works all positive, phenomena in-this field,-at the s«m@ time 

helping th© party struggle with the harmful survivals in the conscious- 

ness of the people»   Jn ethnographer can -not disregard iraeh & reasark* 

able undertaking of the most progressive part1 of society as the brigades 

of cosmuaist ;l»te«!f ^participants in which«-/-- "•!young people-take ©a 

obligations not only for increasing the productivity of tabor, but 

also for improving their own cultural level* m&king their dally life 

more ssnifary end strictly observing oosaumlst morality.   At the same 

tiüse who if not ethnographers,, who are very well informed ©n the 

peculiarities of the dally life of the peoples of the Soviet tJhion, 

should partieipate in the publication of truly Marxist work«, which . 

would reveal th© causes of' the tenacity of harmful survivals in the 

consciousness of the people and point out ways of fighting them» thus 

helping th© party substantially in the successful realisation of the 

e03S3r«snist upbringing of the < wester©? '.' 

The progress for th© large-scale building of oa&isunigsaEt provides 

for the all-round economic and cultural development of all peoples 

of the Soviet t^nion, which will ensure the further, prosperity of 

socialist nations end lead to a greater strengthening of the friend» 

7     — 



ship and international solidarity of th© peoples of the ÜSSB:»    The 

study of contemporary prooesses, which ere taking place in connection 

with th® continuing consolidation of socialist nations, research 

on ways of the national development of siaall nations and ethnographic 

;  groups and th© study of nations! forms of socialist culture* esiong 

various nations make up an important section of ethnographic science 

and are of profound theoretical and practical importance«    Th© Insti- 

tute of Ethnography of th® Academy of Sciences USSR, and the other 

ethnographic institutions of th© country have accumulated a wealth of 

experience in recent years in the study of ethnic processes which 

characterize the development of socialist nations end htv® published 

e. considerable number of valuable works*    In the current seven year 

period it is planned to further expand research in this field«    Th® 

collective of the Institute is beginning work on a nutaber of basic 

general works*    Of special importance among these are the monograp.hus 

ttTfce Coneolidation of the Socialist Nation» of the USSR and the life ye 

of th® Development of Small Nations and Ethnographic Groups«",  "Prob- 

lems    of th® Development of Hational Forms of the Material Culture of 

the Peoples' of th® USSR in the Period of Building Ooffiaunim", and some 

others« t 
» 

* 

fhe second la&in direction which planned ethnographic research 

will take in'th© current seven year period^ « Jh® foraation of nation. 

end national problems-includes e. broad group of problems character» 

M.stio for ethnic processes, which take place among all peoples of 



the world.    Problems of the national developaent of the. peoples of 

the USSR from the point of Tietsr of'this question will inelud© rese&roh 

Aa tii® «thaie genesis aad history of &&y "given people« 

j. large part of the publications o» th® &bcTe«*me»tloned probl« 

. ftr© collective fuadsmeatel works generalising .the results of th© 

research of many years*    Such are th© historico-ethaograpMc atlases 

(of Siberia» Bassia, Central Asia'aad K&s&fchstan, th© Caue&sus and 

the Baltie.^^*!«**'), th© 'volumes deroted to th© peoples of th® TFSSR 

of the series of general'works The Peoples of th© World** the serial 

$diti«ag of the material® and research of complex expeditions.! 

ethsic »ape of th© peoples of the'USSR, .J^LO-      .    . 

Of eessider&bl® scientific interest .also is the individual r©~ 

search,, carried out by well-know» speeialiats en soss® peoples or 

related groups of peoples*    Esre are included euoh works' mt "Th© 

Ithsaio History of Korth-East Siberia„w monographs.on th® peoples of 

th® Far Bbrtä*,, th» peoples of Central 'Asia, th© Horthern C«iue«i&u6, et©» 

In addition to ethnographic soueoes» the majority of works devoted 

to the given problems •widely use aroheological' sad anthropological 

jssateriels* . 

A great-place in th® seven year plea of »thttographie institutions 

©f ottr eotmtry and, primarily,  in th© plan of the Institute of iffctoio» 

graphy of the Academy of Sciences   • USSR,, is 'taken up by. research oa 

the ethnography of other countries*    .This can be divided into three 

groups«    The first group is made up of research into the ethnic com» 

position of the population of any given oountry*    In coniaeotion with 



th® disintegration of the colonial system of imperialism,  such re- 

search acquires greet practical eigaifioanc©*    lew states are arisiag 

•withia the old colonial'borders and these,, as a rule* do not coin- 

eld© irith ©thai© borders*    For this readon the nm states are formed- 

as multinational states,  in which the national question-will b© as 

important problem,'' As a result of research on ethnic composition, 

maps of the distribution of -the peoples of Indonesia, Indochina, Africa, 

Asia Minor asd others trill b® published, as well as a number of Mono- 

graphs t "ThÄ Ethnic Composition of Indochina/ "Ti» Ethnic Composition 

of Äigwrl*", etc*     -   ■ 

The second group is- &ade up of reaaarch OB th* problem of the 

formation of bourgeois nations in th» countries of Asia,' Afriea and 

latin-Marios.»    Tm peculiarities of th© historical d«v«lopn»nt «ad, 

. primarily, th® long rul© of th© eolettiter«, held baek the promee of" 

■the «tlmio d«f»lopiMat of these ©otmtrias*    In xneny of  tbsm fee pro-» 

. oaas of th». formation of nations is taking place at this aoMat*- in 

^ our days,    It differs la sasny points from th» formt!ön of nations in 

-.Europa,    Rasearoh on- these-specific Aspects is of great' theoretio&l 

Interest «ad o«t baooss© a useful ooatrlbutioa to the Ifeirxi»t-L«ainiat 

jgpaehiag on nations*    A nuntor of particular inwssti gatlons en thia 

problem, «ill eulainat« in a. ooll«ettve naaogrtpht "The fatlonal .Ques- 

tion in Colonial Countries end in Cauntrles' LLbtrfcted from the Colonial 

Yoke«n 

Tim third group is Riad® up of researoh on the national question 

jLn th© Festem oountries of the socialist oaap.    Works will be prepared 

■—    10   —• - 



auad published oss various problems of the culture and life of the 

peoples of Cldaa, Korea, fietnsm said Mongolia, 

IB the pest fiv» years the Institute of Ethnography published 

in the series» "fhe Peoples of the fbrlds
n several large* collective 

:. monographs * KTh® Peoples of Africa» * Kfh© .^copies of Asia Minor," 

V.Tha Peoples of JLustra.lt« and Oceania,,51 BX'hss Peoples of Mario®5* (i» 

two volumes).    la the coaiag years this aeries will be continued with 

the publication of vahmm en Hindustan and Bast and South«=Sast Asia« 
ft 

1 

t 

The third ami» direction includes research in the field of the 

genesis of aas, the origin, ancient äigiributiöa and geographi© 

distribution 4t the r&oes ©f sia&kiad as.d the arigia, development and 

decline of the^prii^tive-oxaaHamal systsea* 

The problems of the origin'of mn.t always of great importance 

for a |«orreet^|*orld ▼!«», are often discussed is an antl-lfersiat 

way in bourgeois literature»Qriticlam' of thase eoaoepts must be based 

m profoufid work in various oonorete materiel,    Soviet anthropologists 

have doae a great deal of valuable research in this field.    Based OK 

Ifeg®ls%/theory on the fol© of labor in the origin of jam, Soviet 

. scientists made a» important contribution to work OB the problem of 

the origin of mm and shed light on many probl«am connected with the 

phyloge&y of «aa& and the n&in faster« in hie «volution« 

(km of the most important of these is the qyasti®» of the genetic 
si *      * 

relations of fossil M>rr*Uft***t&&*±    Shis subject take« up a COBS.! der- 

■able place in. the plan for work in the oazsing years and will culK&mt© 

11 



iß ft basie work "Fossil $wm^^m& Pmblmks of the Origin of lläw, 

prepared by th© Institute of tomography together with the «cientie- 

reß«&reh institute of ft»thropoiogjr of Moscow State University. 

Works ©a the anthropology of the prenent^day «nd &nci«t popula- 

tion mak« up a constituent part of research en problems of efchnogsnasis* 

to ffittk« thas® ^orb^m©^ profovmd, it is naeossary to carry ©a research 

on ganarei questions of the origin of th© r&om of KsanklBdj, th® history 

of their distruhätioR a&d other problems i» the field of the kaowlodg® 

of races,    tee of the truly urg#»t task» is eritieies» of mri©«a "bour- 

geois concepts in this fi«lds ©specially in Tiaw of the resurgence of 

r&eism. whtoh eaa b©   obsarred in capitalist countries«    The- lade of 

Soviet Xite^tur« of a BuaaBftjy werk ©a thasa questions d«temia«d th® 

ißclusioa in th.® &mm y®&r plaa of th® fo.etltu.f0 of Bfciaiegraphy of a 

basic eolleotiv» works BBB.oial Types of tho Isrth»*   Preparation of 

this work is cceuweted with ©arryisg out much ooacrot® research ©oa-» 

ceraod with both theoretical problems of the knowledge of races, «ad 

with particular questions of ©thaic anthropology ia various fields of 

An important plao« ia th© pi&n of the Institut® is takaa .up by 

work on problem» ©ew.n®©ta& with th»' history of the primitiv® society« 

& fiold whae« ©thßogr&phie as well as archaeological »aterialit play 

a dooiitiy« part*    At present it is extras» Xy »ae&ss&ry to oompil« a. 

Marxist work es the b&gis of the «zioraous amount ©f aeounLulatad 

material, which would Buoplamiratt F. Bagalis' work? *fha Origia of th® 

Fteaily, Private Property and th® State,® which,, at this tin», is th© 

12 



jnly general Marxist work In this field.    Compilation of such • re- 

search work* which would reflect the latest achievements of science, 

is even more important in view of the fact' that the enormous number 

of revisionist end openly anti-Sferxist works which have been published 

abroad on this question, have b«sen subjected to criticism by us only 

in the periodical literature»    A critical analysis of various schools 

of bourgeois ethnography will also form part of the specie 1 collection* 

"Contemporary Swrits in Bourgeois Ethnography." 

In .addition to working out ell above-mentioned problems» th® 

Institute of Ethnography will continue to prepare for publication, works 

on the   history of ethnographic science»   Aaong such works th® publi- 

• cation is planned of a basi® work by V« F. Millers "The Si story of 

Siberia/ «aid selected articles hf Ü. M* Xoralewkijf and D? S» Inuchins 

"Essays on the Hi,story of Russian Ethnography, Folklore Studies and 

Jathropologp* fyoU 2» the end of the 10th and beginning of the 20th 

oestei.ryj V»l» 3~the Soviet period)« 

To improve, the teaching of ethnographic disciplines in higher 

educational institutions and the training of'the necessary cadres of 

ethnographers, the Institute is planning to publish a textbook of 

. ethnography as well &s a methodological handbook for organising field 

research in ethnography. 

« 

target-scale cooperation in working out.   any problem has besom© 

a characteristic of the scientific activity of ethnographic institu- 

tions of our country in the pos£ymr years.    This was expressed not    - 

—    13 



■' ooly in clos® coordination of reseftroh, but also in joint field stu- 

di®e sad joint preparation of -®?my collective -works« 

Th® draft seven y@ar plan iacludos a series of investigations, 

proposed by the Instituts of Ethnography to h@ worked out jointly 

.with other seiontifie institutions of th® Aeadsaty of Scieaees USSR, 

its brsEeh©s# th« ae&dessisg ©f golems© of th« vs&lm republics «aid 

eth®r scientific iastitutioBS ' (higher ©ducatioaal Institut!one, 

IBUBSSU&S, »to«}«    Th« draft wa« studied is detail at a coordinating 

co&f®rme® bt r@prsaentatir*s of these institutions iß April 1059* 

Ths jsaift thssfo of th» dr&ft wsr® approved by th© participants of th» 

oonf«rsnes«.    They shcwad great   iBter&st for oostiauing th© joint 

research -mbinh had b*«m h&gm. «sriiw &ad for expanding by all possible 

atesag seiti&tifl'o ©ont*sts with th* Institut« of Ethnography of ths 

Aoadsay of Soienoes USSB^  as th« central ethnographic institution of 

our ecaatry* 

2j& Addition to unifying th© efforts of ethnographers of verious 

institutions for earryiag o» joint research o» a. number of problems,» 

oooperation iß th© work of specialists is related fields is also of 

great importance*    is & nvsmber of problems (for «xemple, problems of 

tha ethnic origin and ethnic history of p©opl«s) ethnographers have 

over e. »ismber of yasra been carrying or* f?«searoh jointly with arehaeol- 

egiste, anihropdloglgtg wad so3B»tiB»s with linguists»    £a th® current 

s0Y9n y«ssr porioa this positive experi«5o© must be utilized to a con-» 

eidecrably greater degree* 

It ig especially important,  in view of th® main direction of 
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researoh In 1959-1965,  to overcome the still existing separation 

. "between scientific collectives of related specialties, who ere work- 

ing on problems concerned with Soviet society-ethnographers, histor- 

ians of Soviet society, philosophers/ jurists or economists.    It is 

elso very important to reestablish scientific ties with collectives 

of folk-lore specialists« 

Such creative collaboration will promote the most complete study 

of various aspects of the problems which are being worked out« 

The extensive research work planned for th© seven year period 

requires a decisive improvement in soientifio-orgenis&tional forms* 

Some steps in this direction havf» already been undertaken.«    The deci- 

sion-adopted in connection with the recommendation of the general 

assembly of the Academy of Sciences USSR must be approved, which 

established scientific councils on the most important problems«,    The 

organization is planned of three unified scientific councils-one in 

each of the above-mentioned directions of ethnographic resesroh» se 

well as several regional scientific councils.    Scientific councils, 

which are composed of the best-known scientists, representing ethno-» 

graphic science in the country and gome related sciences, e»s the 

authoritative consultative organs which coordinate the entire scien- 

tific work on each of the above-mentioned problems» 

Field research in ethnography i« considerably expended*    The 

Institute of Ethnography and also many other institutions^ have 

accumulated considerable experience in carrying out research expedi- 

tions and have improved the methodology of field work from year to 
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year«    This refers in particular to research on the problems of ethnic 

origin and history«    Archaeologists, anthropologists and linguists 

take part ia the work of large eompl« expeditions,  side by side with 

ethnographers.    Thee« expeditiotis-to Khorem,  the Baltic, Mordovia» 

th® Frxtto-Üaiestr region*    Tuvin-were greatly acclaimed,    fkey will 

continue their work is the Bereft year period now beginning. 

Field research on the processes of socialist transformations 

in the economy*  daily life ftnd culture of the peoples of the USSR 

especially in the rayoas of the Far North end Central Aeis h&te also 

been greatly developed,  ©specially is tha post-war y«ars9    However» 

substantial short comings existed in the organisation of this workj, 

the most impo.rts.nt of which w@r@ tha sroall Bias® of the expeditions 

gnd Inadequate mate rial supply for th«».«    At pr«eest the Institute 

of Ethnography is r*orge»izing the organizations 1 forms of field 

research.    Th© main attention will b® davotöd to research expeditions 

co3&n«ct«d with the study of contemporary conditions*    Based on th© 

earlier assail research unite,  two large complex expeditions will be 

set up„ who will haiir® th® t&sk of studying contemporary etMc proc«se«s 

end the changes in tho social life aad culture! structure of the peoples 

of th» USSR in tha period of transition from soeialieir, t© coamtmissu 

fee of these two newly organised expeditions will carry on its research 

ia th© central imS southern rayo&s of the BSFSK and in Siberia,  the 

eth«r in the rayons of th® Far North«    Ethnographic study of the 

socialist transformations in the life «ad culture of tha peoples of 

the USSR will be further dereleped also in th® work of all th® other 



above-mentioned «Spedition.«. 

Finally, it is necessary to point out yet another important prob« 

lm$  resulting from the tasks set for scientific workers of our ooun« 

try by the 21st losgressnJPSU-th® problem of strengthening the tie of 

science with life,' with the practice of the building of communism« 

This task must be Wider stood as a call of our perty not only to work 

out in the currant sevezs year period .the most urgent scientific prob- 

lems, but also to accelerate realisation of th® results of research» 

üs. addition to publishing large, basic works, which require several 

years to prepare, the number of publications on ethnographi» themes 

in the periodic© 1 and political press* »«specially in local republic 

and ©blast publication«, must be considerably increased. It is no lese 

important to 'share the results of field studies sad observations with 

local government organs end 'public organizations, which will give them 

practical Mlp in their work» 

The jsajestio program adopted by the 2let 6ongress&CPSU opens up 

before the scientists of our country, including ethnographers, unprece- 

dented perspectives for th© development of science and provides »®srs 

bread possibilities for Soviet people to apply all their knowledge, 

forces #.nd abilities to the realisation of the tasks of the building 

of c«raunls2&* 
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1) Kommunist» 1959t  No. 2, page 13. 
2) Set S, p. TolBtoTJslSome Problems of Ethnography", Vo- 

prosl stroitel'etva Kommuaizma SSSR (Materials of the 
Scientific Sessioa of the Division of Social Sciences, 
Academy of Sciences USSR)» Moscow, 1959, pages 218-228; 
"theoretical Problem of the Building of Communism in 
the USSR, Sovetskaya Btaografiya", 1958, No, 5» PP* 
8-16; "fae Great Program, for Building Ooffimunism in the 
ÜSSH and the Tasks of Ethnographers", Sovetskaya Ethno- 
graf iya, 1959» Ho, 2t  pp» 3-9. 
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