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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Current Trends in Slovak Politics Analyzed

91CH0046A Bratislava NOVE SLOVO in Slovak
40ct 90p3

[Article by Rastislav Toth: “Whither Slovak Politics?"’]

[Text] At the present time, the public, in the role of a
spectator, is being amused by the lordly behavior of
individuals in politics, which is beginning to be reminis-
cent of a stalwart seaman dragging himself from a harbor
tavern, pushing aside with his strong arms pedestrians
who are in his way, and from time to time seeking
support from the solidly fixed lamp posts. Waiting for
the turning point when people in politics will be trans-
formed into political personages is taking a long time.
This turning point should be given solid help by political
parties and movements but to do that they would have to
start with detailed, mutually differentiated programs and
not cliche-ridden pronouncements. At the same time it is
necessary to get rid of the hackneyed ideas which were
pounded into citizens’ conscience by the former ideolog-
ical hegemony, based on differentiating the political
spectrum into the right, the center, and the left. Such
scholastic differentiation conforms to Stalinist primi-
tivism and stems from the traditions of the last century.

First Something About the World

The current political spectrum in politically developed
countries is more complicated and is difficult to com-
partmentalize. But if somebody nevertheless needs a
parallel to the “classic division”, then: conservatives,
centrists, social reformists, and at both ends there are
extremes—the extreme, or radical, right and left.
Extremes agitate people with their radical positions—a
revolution, a dictatorship, or an authoritarian regime.
Those can be made attractive by referring to national,
racial, or class needs, which is supposed to radicalize a
segment of society and set it apart from the rest.

Conservative movements are characterized by tradition-
alism—national, state, economlc-ownershxp, sociopro-
fessional, and, to a lesser extent, world v1ew traditions.

Family well-being and social harmony are to be based on
the respect for “old values”. Consequently, questions of
general as well as partial progress are viewed through the
prism of traditional values. As can be seen, it has nothing
to do with the right. It does not mean, however, that
within the framework of a conservative movement a
movement or an individual cannot gain influence, with
radical ideas about enforcing “values of the past” in the
status of a nation or state, in ownership questions, and
now and then also in religious questions; at this time that
is characteristic of the less developed countries (Near
East, Pakistan, etc.). The conservative outlook also fully
embraces the “natural law”, according to which the
better, the more viable always prospers. The rest isleftto
charity.

POLITICAL 1

Social reformist movements created for themselves
value categories of progress in the area of social security
for the individual and the group. For them, social
progress actually means the application of the various
modern trends in economic development, democracy,
and social certainties. But social certainties have a con-
siderably different content from what has been
embedded in our conscience and what under the present
conditions causes a complete chaos in our heads when
we evaluate them.

The basis of social certainties is the creation of institu-
tional factors for obtaining material resources for per-
sonal existence. They are, for example: entrepreneur-
ship, work, a broad palette of incomes and annuities,
mass retraining, charity, etc. These institutional factors
are managed by the spheres of private ownership, state,
local self-governments, trade unions, charitable organi-
zations, etc. It would be ideal if such activities over-
lapped somewhat and if there were enough resources for
the entire population. But that is opposed on principle
by the politics of the conservative movements and the
higher social strata, which consider the above mentioned
approach a waste of national resources.

The so-called center is filled with liberal movements
which are the “tongue of the political scales.” It is not
true that in developed democracies the system is sup-
ported by a strong center. That would mean the end of
development, of pluralism, that is, competition among
political views. Rather, it is true that the right and the
left have moved considerably away from the center by
the fact that the above-mentioned conservative and
social reformist groups markedly differentiated them-
selves from it. The liberal movement itself oscillates
between the conservative and the social reformist move-
ments, which is what keeps it alive. But the creation of
the green parties complicated life for the liberals consid-
erably. In countries with a high political culture mere
general democratic programs cannot gain any sizeable
support because they are incorporated in the programs of
all parties, including the extreme ones. “Bare” catch-
words—democracy, freedom, pluralism—would not be
bought even by an illiterate.

We Need a Cultivated Conservative Force

In Czechoslovakia, street gatherings and journalists
brought strange concepts into our vocabulary: totali-
tarian and progressive forces, old and new structures. A
Western political scientist, economist, or social scientist
does not understand them; to them it is just blather. Our
politicians, unfortunately, are also beginning to use this
street jargon, with which they want to impress the world.
The poor wretches. And so are we, because the picture of
our political culture has been a caricature from the
beginning.

Let us try to identify conservatism here in Slovakia. Who
gives priority to traditions in formulating so-called
modern politics? The canonization of quotations from
the beginning of the century (A. Hlinka), or from the
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time of Hitler’s dictatorship in Europe (J. Tiso) is also
traditionalism, as is the introduction of religious con-
cepts into politics (that is called clericalism). Listen
carefully, we are not denouncing, we are just making a
statement! Political traditions that have existed on our
territory—it does not matter when-—give the KDH
[Christian Democratic Movement] and the SNS [Slovak
National Party] an important, even key impetus for the
current policies of their own parties as well as the state.
The idea of restoring the postwar ownership status
corresponds to that—the return of land, forests, busi-
nesses, as well as buildings to those from whom they
were taken. However, not a return of private property
that was “aryanized” during the war—shades of modern
racism?

The above-mentioned conservative movements have
two common, mutually integrating features: Christian
world view and nationalism. Because economic and
social relations have not been developed in these move-
ments, there is potential for a renaissance of ideology as
the basis of political activity (after the fall of the CPCZ
[Czechoslovak Communist Party] hegemony). But the
socioeconomic reality is certainly such that the KDH
and the SNS have no group to identify with. Therefore
they have no social base to fall back on, and they
substitute nationalist and religious emotional appeals.
But those cannot be used to argue the reconstruction of
production, radical change of ownership relations, or
social security. It barely suffices to interfere in the school
system, but even that has a markedly destructive char-
acter.

Cultivation of the above-mentioned conservative move-
ments consists in a precise social identification and in
offering their own version of economic development. By
making a laughing stock of themselves with their dema-
goguery in gatherings they harm the entire political
snectrum, and even impede the working of the govern-
ment. Citizens should have the impression that these are
serious political groups which are not dividing them into
“ours” and “adversaries”. In other words, there should
be a general need for such parties.

However, today’s conservatism is a considerably compli-
cated conglomeration called the Communist Party. Part
of it is firmly fixated on political, ideological, economic,
and class traditions. Their way of dealing with the past
and viewing the future is characteristic of the conserva-
tive movements, so that we have a paradox: a radically
leftist movement with a conservative orientation comes
into being. And for that reason, too, the KDH and the
SNS do not want to call themselves conservatives,
because this concept is linked in the public’s mind only
to the past four decades, and not to 50, 100, or 1,100
years.

The So-Called Center Left

It is obvious that the so-called center left here has an
almost identical orientation as the social-reformist
movement in Western Europe. But its problems are
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considerably different. One of them is the nonexistence
of a theoretical background (the KDH has almost 2,000
years of Christianity and the SNS the teachings about
Hlinka and Stefanik). And at the same time many
politicians of the center left long for directions of the
Marxism-Leninism type the CPCZ has had in the past.
To follow Bernstein and Katsky is, of course, possible,
but a contemporary theoretical outlook is missing. Z.
Mlynar and I. Svitak do offer something, but being
influenced by democracy they refuse to write directives.
Moreover, similarly as in other parties, here, too, reigns
a certain dilettantism, lack of knowledge of the theories
produced by the contemporary world, and self-
satisfaction with one’s own small mind. Political prag-
matism gets more points than theoretical knowledge, but
it did not score political successes in elections or in the
struggle for positions of power in one’s own party.

The second problem is the social substance, that is, to
whom does this movement speak. At his time it proudly
insists that to all people who live by the labor of their
hands or their skills; well, we have already heard that one
before.... The social interests of a laborer, master artisan,
engineer, teacher or director differ. At the same time, it
is not possible to be a social-reformist movement and
repeat after V. Klaus that it is necessary to have unem-
ployment and to raise prices. The center left should give
some thought to whether it should talk to the intellec-
tuals whose work used to be unappreciated here (the
leading role of the working class was not just demagogu-
ery). The wage scale must be considerably expanded
according to social usefulness and prospects for the
future. Some KC OF [Civil Forum Coordination Center]
circles are making things difficult for the intelligentsia of
the young and middle generations, which is emigrating
under the political and existential pressure of the 20th
century Dantons; and that is a loss for the future devel-
opment of the nation. Unemployment also does not need
to be cataclysmic if the mentioned system of creating
resources for obtaining life’s needs are in place (I am not
thinking about stealing or black marketeering).

The preceding indicates that the task of the center left is
to find a way to gain the trust of the voters. Dema-
goguery will probably not do it. Therefore it will have to
be attempted by searching for common impressive
points of individual parties, by creating a common
democratic platform, and by defining the concepts social
justice and social certainty. The center left can also gain
political points by offering the citizens what the others
are unable to give them. In the social sphere, the conser-
vatives offer charity and the liberals the traditional: Take
care of yourself because you are a free man. Although the
center left can overcome individualism and offer social
solidarity, it must define it in political terms.

What Is Political Center?

In Czechoslovakia the Civil Forum [OF] and VPN
[Public Against Violence] are unquestionably the ruling
groups. Liberalism has been their central idea since the
time they came into existence. But obviously they have a
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fundamental problem in fulfilling the ideals of
humanism and democracy. It is not so difficult in the
case of humanism, because the main initiators of OF and
VPN were ovigin.lly associated in Charter 77 which had
humanism as its very substance. But it is more difficult
as far as democracy is concerned. Democracy does not
permit power monopoly, political extortion, or “shoot-
ing”. Quite a few politicians of the ruling group are
aware that their position is precarious, and so they use
even undemocratic means to push through their eco-
nomic and political objectives.

The main purpose of the OF and VPN is to create a civil
society here. Its creation probably will also limit the
duration of the influence of both movements. Nowhere
in Europe does liberalism rule, because it stands with
one foot on the right and one foot on the left. That is true
about our governing movements as well. It can also be
seen in their international relations. Almost no contacts
with liberals, on the contrary, there is an effort to
establish close contacts with socialists (Vrantzki, Mitter-
rand, Gonzales) and conservatives (Mrs. Thatcher). 1
believe that all democratic forces should support the
above-mentioned purpose of the movements—creation
of a civil society—because only in such a society can the
entire political spectrum come fully into play; dema-
goguery and political blather will cease to have any
substantial influence on our development.

And What About Extremists?

It is quite logical that such political organizations will
come into being. Both ends of the spectrum have already
introduced themselves to some degree: The ultraleft
works with the terms revolution, the dictatorship of the
proletariat; the ultraright wants to reevaluate the Slovak
Republic of 1938-45, although it virtuously does not use
the governmental terminology from that period. It may
be that Stalin, Castro, or Tiso will become the personal
symbols of these movements. In any case, it must be
pointed out that promoting any kind of dictatorship and
political violence should be unconstitutional in a legal
state. It could well happen that they will become illegal
before they have properly established themselves. But it
does not mean they will perish, only that they will search
for another form of existence and promotion of violence
and revolution.

Real development is always the meeting point of many
variants. The citizen usually cannot orient himself com-
pletely in the political spectrum. Do not delude yourself:
even a citizen of a developed democracy cannot do it.
The demagoguery: “our citizen is educated, he cannot be
fooled” is nonsense. A rank and file citizen mourned
Stalin’s -death, applauded Bacilek, Novotny, Dubcek,
Husak, Havel, Budaj, and he will applaud others. Even
in Germany one and the same citizen electec SPD
[Social Democratic Party], NSDAP [National Socialist
Workers Party], CDU [Christian Democrats], and then
again SPD. A citizens wants to live, before anything else.
He has a certain pragmatic idea about his own exist-
ence—mostly material. That is true all over the world.

POLITICAL 3

Touch 30 percent of his standard of living and he will
reject you. The government in the United States did not
survive it (Black Friday 1929), or in France (Fourth
Republic), and the Polish Government is also in a
serious crisis. If the power structure cannot provide the
citizen with a prospect for social stability in a realistic
time frame, it becomes an unnecessary group of irre-
sponsible individuals giving the performance of ama-
teurs and reaping rewards of professionals. During the
process of self-renewal the nation needs a resolute policy
leading to national well-being, not to a national exodus
or exit.

Concern for Purity of Slovak Language
91CHO0051A Prague TVORBA in Slovak 3 Oct 90 p 2

[Interview with Jan Kacala, director of the Ludovit Stur
Language Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences in
Bratislava, by Stefan Moravcik; place and date not
given]

[Text] [Moravcik] What is the current state of the Slovak
language and its future? I asked the director of the
Ludovit Stur Language Institute of the Slovak Academy
of Sciences in Bratislava, Jan Kacala. I believe that his
answer will be of interest also to TVORBA readers. At
the very least, it will help us to learn about each other.
Now, let us hear Director Kacala!

[Kacala] In the seventies and eighties Prague centralism
again gained strength and “nationalist deviations” in
implementing language policy were quite harshly penal-
ized. Under those conditions, which moreover were
misused by certain groups of politically conforming users
of Slovak known for their indifferent and careless atti-
tude toward the Slovak language, it was not in the
linguists’ power to stop the inclusion of some Czech
words (for example, “dialnica” [highway], “drzy” [impu-
dent], “krb” [fireplace], “nezavadny” [irreproachable],
“osemetny” [tricky], “svieckova” [sirloin], and in this
respect such Czechoslovakizing effort left certain indi-
vidual traces on the vocabulary of the Slovak language.
But there was no fundamental threat to Slovak, and by
and large practical language policy and refinement of the
language have been conducted in the spirit of developing
the native language legacy. During the past several
decades as well, the development of Slovak has been
based primarily on its own substance, while at the same
time progress and intensive international exchange of
information has been causing the Slovak language to
absorb, mostly in the vocabulary area, quite a few
elements also from other languages, mainly from Rus-
sian and English, less from other languages. This bor-
rowing has been on the whole necessary because other-
wise it would be very difficult to find substitutes in the
native language. In taking over and naturalizing ele-
ments from other languages the primacy of Slovak has
been observed as a matter of principle.

[Moravcik] What can endanger the Slovak language
today?
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[Kacala] From what we have said ensues the implicit
answer that if it has withstood so much pressure to
assimilate and has overcome so many dangers, today,
when there is freedom and democracy favorable to the
development of national attributes, nothing can
endanger it. This point of view is in fact correct and can
be endorsed. But one can see some dangers all the same.
We might say that the first one is the influence of other,
vigorous languages, and the other is our inability to be
consistent in establishing our national rights. Of the
strong languages, English is the most widely used in
international contacts. Other national groups are also
aware of the undesirable influence of anglicisms, and
some even pass laws to protect their language (for
example, France in the mid-1970’s). The influence of
English can be felt in many areas: science, technology,
politics, international trade, culture, advertising, sports,
public relations. Inasmuch as the progress of human
civilization is inevitable, and because it is particularly
strong in English-speaking societies, as a consequence of
intensive international contacts of all kinds we cannot
avoid entirely the inclusion of English words in our
language. In fact a total elimination of these words
cannot be even considered. Rather, the point is to have a
correct economic, cultural, and linguistic policy that will
continue to support the research and culture of the
Slovak language in the Slovak Republic and that will also
within its framework include the question of the use of
foreign, or borrowed, words based on the primacy of our
language. If our understanding of the mother language
becomes so profound that we will be able to filter out
through the grid of its system the influences of foreign
languages in such a way that unnecessary things do not
go through, or that the adopted elements do not displace
or damage elements of the native system, we can rest
easy and not worry about the future of our language and
the preservation of its uniqueness.

HUNGARY

European Parliament Action on Admission to
Council Reported

91CHO0065A Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian
30ct9ppl 3

[Article by Laszlo Rozsa: “The First Step to the Council
of Europe; The General Meeting Supports Our Request
for Admission™]

[Text] The 42d Session of the Council of Europe’s
parliamentary general meeting recommended Hungary’s
acceptance to the Council of Europe. Prime Minister
Jozsef Antall delivered a speech and responded to ques-
tions raised by representatives following debate and after
the votes were cast.

If the recommendation is agreed on at the November
conference of the Committee of Ministers, Hungary will
be first among the former East bloc countries to obtain
full membership and seven representative seats in the
Parliament of the Council of Europe.

JPRS-EER-90-152
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On Tuesday morning at Strasbourg’s Entzheim airport
Chairman of the Parliament Anders Bjorck and Sergeant
at Arms Heinrich Klebes received the Hungarian prime
minister who arrived in the city located in Alsace to
attend the debate and the vote concerning Hungary’s
admission. Prior to the session Antall held a separate
conference with Chairman Bjorck and with delegates of
the foreign ministers. Executive Secretary Catherine
Lalumiere received Antall in her office.

Debate concerning Hungary’s acceptance was opened
with the presentation of a report by a committee chaired
by Austrian socialist representative Schieder. The report
underscored the fact that Hungary was first among the
former East bloc countries to seek admission. Despite
certain, on occasion critical, findings the committee took
a firm positive position in support of Hungary’s admis-
sion because some important steps were taken in Hun-
gary to develop democratic structures and because Hun-
gary made a firm commitment to represent the ideal of
the Council of Europe. The report voiced the merits of
former Prime Minister Miklos Nemeth and of former
Foreign Minister Gyula Horn, as well as the commit-
ments made by Antall in his cabinet program.

The second committee to report was chaired by liberal
Finnish representative Jansson. This committee also
praised Hungary’s accomplishments as far as human
rights were concerned; at the same time, however, the
report did not fall short in critical remarks concerning
matters like the situation of women in society and their
equal rights, and issues pertaining to the minority situ-
ation of Gypsies in Hungary. The committee report
condemned anti-Semitic phenomena which emerged
during the election period, and expressed concern about
the possible negative political effects of the adverse
economic situation.

In debating the committee reports all representatives
spoke warmly about the application for admission, and
voted unanimously in favor of admission.

Antall began his speech by saying that admission to the
Council of Europe represents to Hungary and to the East
European region a political and historical milestone on
the path that returns us to Europe. An opportunity arose
to become integrated with the economic, political and
cultural life of our continent. Antall stressed that the
matter at issue concerns reintegration, because Hungary
has conducted itself according to European standards
and traditions for a thousand years, and that frequently
Hungary protected Christian civilization by risking its
own national existence. On two occasions since 1945
Hungary made an attempt to take its place in'a manner
consistent with democratic values. Progress came to an
end in 1947 as a result of the communist regime sup-
ported by external forces, and in 1956 in response to
armed intervention. The path for a peaceful transition
was established as a result of roundtable negotiations
initiated by opposition forces of those days. Free elec-
tions and the establishment of Antall’s cabinet was the
first station stop in the course of peaceful transition.
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Antall added that it was possible to achieve peaceful
transition only on the basis of a national consensus, by
cooperating with the opponents, because even the oppo-
nents recognized the fact that it was not possible to
reform the previous totalitarian system. The prime min-
ister praised relations which evolved with the Council of
Europe over a period of time, and spoke about the
conventions we have joined since and which we will join
hereafter. We would be pleased if the European Youth
Council would open an office in Budapest, and if an
information and documentation center would be estab-
lished in the Hungarian capital, Antall said.

Antall confirmed that Hungary regarded a comprehen-
sive guarantee of the rights of minorities residing in
Hungary as an organic part of democratic transforma-
tion. Five million Hungarians reside beyond our bor-
ders, of these 3.5 million may be found in Hungary’s
immediate vicinity. Hungary feels a similar sense of
responsibility for the fate of these Hungarians as it does
for the minorities residing in Hungary. Thereafter Antall
discussed the fact that based on experience gained by the
Council, Hungary may better prepare itself to comply
with the requirements placed before it by the unified
Common Market to be realized in 1992. Before reaching
other agreements of association, the Hungarian Govern-
ment intends to become part of the system of political
cooperation in Europe. In conclusion Antall said that a
full consensus exists between the ruling parties and the
opposition parties in Hungary concerning the applica-
tion for admission. Antall expressed gratitude to the
general meeting of the Parliament on behalf of all these
parties for the recommendation to admit Hungary.

Thereafter the prime minister responded to questions.
These included inquiries as to the cabinet’s intended
action to provide social protection relative to the antic-
ipated unemployment, how the cabinet supported priva-
tization, and whether the cabinet approved of a situation
in which the Soviet Union received aid in some form of
a new Marshall Plan. Responding to the latter question
the prime minister said that one should count on the
gravest of consequences as a result of deteriorating
economic conditions in the Soviet Union. In Antall’s
view, aiding the Soviet Union is justified provided that
certain conditions in the field of human rights are met.

Prior to his departure Antall answered questions at an
international press conference. He said that it was not in
Hungary’s interest not to see improvements in the
Romanian conditions, and to isolate Romania. In
response to another question, Antall pointed out that
although he was committed to the Atlantic ideal, he did
not believe that Hungary would request its admittance to
NATO once Hungary abandoned its bonds with the
Warsaw Pact. Not even NATO would be pleased if
Hungary would do so, he added.

POLITICAL 5

Goncz Visits Ukraine, Carpathian Border Region

91CHO0065B Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian
298Sep 90pp 1, 3

[Article by Gyula Fejer: “Arpad Goncz’s Meeting With
the Ukrainian Opposition; Changing the System Does
Not Constitute a Red Line”’]

[Text] Following his Thursday discussions with leading
Ukrainian politicians, Hungarian head of state Arpad
Goncz and his entourage familiarized themselves in the
morning with the sights of Kiev, then met writers and
leading opposition politicians at the Ukrainian Writers’
Association headquarters. They asked the Hungarian
delegation to convey their good wishes to the Hungarian
people.

In his response Goncz stated that it would be natural for
writer-politicians to converse in small groups along with
a glass of wine. In the Eastern half of Europe, however,
circumstances forced writers to become professional
politicians, as seen in the example of Havel and others.
In this context Goncz reported to his hosts the role
played by Hungarian writers in the social changes, and
stressed that the demands now being realized were
articulated for the first time at the 1956 general meeting
of the writers’ association.

Concerning the condition of culture and literature in
Hungary Goncz mentioned that Hungary is a very poor
country, and that people in every field of the arts struggle
because of lack of subsidies. In the artistic field the
market economy opened the floodgates of worthlessness.
We are witnessing the difficult period of a systems
change; whatever existed thus far in terms of culture has
collapsed, and what should exist is yet to be established.

The opposition politicians described their perceptions
concerning Ukrainian independence and expressed hope
that their relations with Hungary will become closer in
every respect. They are counting on Hungarians residing
on Ukrainian soil in this respect. They stated that the
opposition is not opposed to Gorbachev, because the
Soviet head of state is supports the independence
endeavors of member republics. The Ukraine is inter-
ested in seeing that the Hungarian minority develop its
culture and relationship with its parent country.

In his response Goncz drew parallel between what he just
heard and the former role of the Hungarian opposition.
He reminded his hosts not to be frightened even if issues
to be resolved soon appear in their gravest form as a
result of problems swept under the rug for decades. He
called attention to the fact that the opposition proceeds
appropriately if it learns from our frailties and does not
try to break away from reformers within the party.
Irrespective of how sharp debates may become, common
goals may be resolved by reaching a compromise. He
would find information exchange between the Ukrainian
opposition parties and the party’s reform forces on the
one hand, and their Hungarian equivalents on the other,
appropriate. The Hungarian head of state also cautioned
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that social changes in East Europe carry two threats:
extremist nationalism and anti-Semitism. One severs
ties with the world, the other with the sister nations.

During the day Goncz viewed the Hungarian exhibit just
opened in the chamber of commerce and industry
building of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, then
paid a visit to the Hungarian consulate in Kiev. He was
received there by Consul Andras Paldi and by Hungar-
ians working in Kiev. Responding to their questions
Goncz said that the changing of systems does not con-
stitute a red line which must be transgressed. The change
in systems must be built within the people. Hungary is
experiencing difficult times, and it is difficult to over-
come the fact that inside of many people there are little
Horthys alive.

In the early afternoon, Gonez and his entourage boarded
a special Soviet plane and flew to Ungvar [Uzhgorod].
There he met with enthusiastic representatives of
Ungvar and the region beyond the Carpathian Moun-
tains. Goncz paid a visit to the Soviet Hungarology
Institute.

Local Elections: Low Voter Turnout Viewed as
Success, Protest

91CH00694 Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP
in Hungarian 2 Oct 90 p 5

[Editorial by Ivan Gador: “Puzzled”]

[Text] I agree with [Interior Ministry Administrative
State Secretary] Imre Verebelyi. Sunday night he voiced
the opinion that the relatively modest voter turnout does
not constitute a fiasco. This is so not only, and not
primarily, because on an international comparative scale
the Hungarian voter turnout may be regarded as average.
The low voter turnout constitutes a success because in
the present situation voters took advantage of the possi-
bility of abstaining from casting their votes. I regard this
fact as an accomplishment by the Hungarian people.

I am not at all happy about this fact. Any sober-minded
person should know very well that democracy is only an
illusion in the absence of legitimate, well functioning
autonomous governing bodies. And in the present elec-
tions, doubt was cast over this very matter, in the cities
at least. Or could it be that I am wrong in this regard? A
small group of voters is also capable of electing these
bodies. This is just fine, because one cannot hope that in
two weeks, in the second round of elections, voter
participation will increase greatly. To accomplish this,
the makers of politics would have to undergo a funda-
mental change. Change the way Christian Democratic
Party [KDNP] chairman Laszlo Surjan said last night:
“We should have a higher degree of objectivity and less
subjectivity; that’s when statements to the effect that
these elections are held for the people will become
credible. The people feel that these elections are held for
the sake of politicians.”
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And why should not the people hold this belief? In the
parliamentary elections some of the parliamentary fac-
tion leaders failed in individual voting districts, others
did not even run as individual candidates. Sunday night
a passerby told a TV reporter: “We did not put them in
parhament the pames did. Why should I vote for the
parties once again if the result is this?”’

The view which holds that “People consciously did not
go to the ballot box, and this also constitutes a firm
expression of opinion on their part,” supports the ideas
of political scientist Attila Agh.

And this is also supported by the decision made by the
country’s village residents: the great majority cast its
vote for independent candidates outside of parties.
These candidates won their electors’ confidence not as a
result of meaningless political statements, but through
their work. And more than half of these won this
confidence through work in public administration,
because in many villages the old council chairmen were
elected mayors.

It is not true that indifference (although indifference
exists), ignorance (although ignorance exists), and the
mentality of the 800,000 Hungarian Socialist Workers
Party [MSZMP] members and their families which reject
the systems change (although nostalgia exists) prevented
the local elections from becoming a victory parade. It did
not become a victory parade because a sweeping
majority of the people became fired of the party state,
and because at this time people do not want to see a state
of parties replace the party state. The people want a
systems change, as long as systems change means
rational policies devoid of interests tied to power and to
a great power. The Hungarian people yearn for this more
than for anything else. This was attested to by the first
four “yes” votes cast at the popular referendum and at
the parliamentary elections. And this was also attested to
at the latest, entirely irrational popular referendum,
which was not attended by most people.

At the time the absence of voters was not due to hot
weathsr. At present another price increase, announced to
take effect on Monday, is not to be blamed. It would be
pleasant of course to believe that these were the reasons,
because these are infinitely simple reasons. The apolit-
ical people go to the swimming pool, not to the ballot
box, when the weather is hot, so they said. And the
uneducated people incited by the opposition and by the
clumsy TV news editor felt insulted by the government,
which claims that it had nothing to do with the price
increases decided by the enterprises, and so the people
preferred to stay home.

If this is the case, the situation is simple: The opposition
and the press should be toned down, and the people
should be placated with a few gestures, and then they will
go to the ballot box again. And equally: There should be
no doubt for whom they will cast their votes.

Well, in reality the case is not that simple. The people, on
whose behalf politicians of the governing coalition had
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so much to say, usually do not become offended. Thanks
to the much cursed press, these people are very well
aware of the fact that they cannot expect to become rich
quickly as a result of the change in systems. They knew
about the magnitude of the state’s indebtedness. They
knew that as a result of our obsolete and irrational
economic structure, national income was on the decline
for years. And they knew that a series of quick and
effective changes must be introduced which will also
cause shocks before workers in general are able to sense
an improvement. They knew that this would take years,
at best.

But instead of quick and effective changes the people
experienced mostly arrogance and nationalism. And
instead of social care increasingly missed under the party
state they found pronounced right wing attitudes. This
they were able to relate to the fact that the people’s
dependence was increasing week after week, even
without studying the matter. And this is what no one
expected to see. What people expected was this: that
once national self-respect was restored, we would be
guided to the long yearned for, developed, and cultured
Western world. For this they were willing to make
sacrifices. But instead of this they too often heard of
incitement against religious and ethnic groups based on
ignoble instincts, of overt anti-Semitism, and of hatred
for foreigners. The bad feeling of a nation shutting itself
out of the European house evolved, because it was
possible to manifest such conduct in the name of the
leading political force. In time this bad feeling was
escalated into rejection by some coalition politicians
who openly questioned whether it was indeed our goal to
beg that we become part of that pompous European
house.

The governing coalition parties did not reject such
statements, just as they did not reject many other things.
They were in no hurry to announce—except in Western
press statements—that this confused, forceful nation-
alism was not characteristic of our parties, and that
politicians who talk like this did not work with us, they
worked against us.

It is not true that this expectation originated only from
the “cosmopolitan Budapest coffee house clientele
devoid of any Hungarian consciousness.” This was also
expected by the “pure, unspoiled Hungarian peasantry
which obtains its nourishment from clean sources.” Only
a negligible part of villagers voted for the mayoral
candidates of the Hungarian Democratic Forum [MDF]
and the Smallholders Party [FKgP], both of which
claimed to speak on the villagers’ behalf. Well, this is not
to say that the liberal parties and the Left reaped
victories.

But who will reap victories in the second round of
elections which will decide the political profile of city
autonomous governing bodies? These are places where
the seemingly third alternative offered by independent
candidates does not provide a solution which seems to be
an easy solution in the eyes of voters. These are places
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where candidates of the governing coalition and of the
opposition may become the leaders of autonomous gov-
erning bodies. The parties may provide the response to
these questions in the upcoming two short weeks.

The opposition certainly may register additional gains if
it is able to characterize and clarify its program, and if it
is able to convey that program to masses of voters. There
may be a close race if the MDF and the FKgP conduct
self-examinations as the KDNP did, and make funda-
mental tactical changes. But if the coalition parties create
a new enemy image—as many signs indicate—try to find
scapegoats, and try to discredit the political alternative
with vague accusations, they will find supporters only
among members of the strata whose activities cause fear
in the largest segment of Hungarian society.

Local Elections: 1st Round Voter Apath
Analyzed ‘

91CHO00684 Budapest MAGYARORSZAG
in Hungarian No 40, 5 Oct 90 p 21

[Article by B. Csaba Almasi: “Fiasco? The People’s
Judgment”]

[Excerpts] [passage omitted]

They Were Not Moved

Having reported the most important data, we should
examine what is behind this lack of interest. Sociologists,
political scientists and public opinion researchers
warned well in advance that a very low voter turnout was
easily conceivable. On the other hand, it appears that to
most politicians and party leaders the low voter turnout
came rather unexpected. They believed, and they said
this frequently, that the people were aware of facing a
historic choice, because the change in the system was to
be completed at this time, and that with the discontinu-
ation of the council system and the development of local
autonomous governing bodies, citizens would take
charge of managing their lives at last. Having recognized
this, they would besiege the polling places.

This did not happen. People were not moved by emo-
tional appeals, slogans and catchwords, nor by program
proposals which amounted to a compilation of promises
at best [passage omitted]. In an incomprehensible
manner, the parties tried to win votes with methods used
in national politics. Instead of making proposals to
resolve local concerns, they thought that the election
campaign provided a good opportunity for even more
fierce party skirmishes.

These phenomena were also reflected during the nomi-
nating process. Instead of running people active in public
life who enjoy public respect, most nominees were
“authentic” party faithful, who espoused their parties’
views entirely. Thus it comes as no surprise that in many
instances voters did not have the faintest idea whom
they would cast their votes for. In general, people argued
that their lives will not be easier, their salaries will not be
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higher, and that meat, electricity, and gasoline will not
cost less if they vote. Therefore they chose the more
comfortable path: They stayed at home. They felt
cheated, because in the course of a year they were asked
to express their views for the fifth time, and while they
were promised freedom, prosperity, and happiness, they
sensed only a deterioration in their situation.

This public mood was not appropriately assessed by the
parties running in the elections. Supposedly they
believed that “revolutionary enthusiasm,” joy over
having seen the collapse of the party state dictatorship
and the establishment of a democratic constitutional
state still prevailed, and that in response the populace
would fully support the new system. But a decision not to
vote constitutes an expression of opinion. In well-
functioning societies, abstention from voting means that
everything is in the best order in the country, everything
is running on course, and therefore voters may feel that
their involvement in the affairs of the state and of local
government has no significance. But abstention may also
mean that in the judgment of tired, disappointed, apa-
thetic people their own vote cannot redeem the world
anyway. (Precisely because of this fundamental differ-
ence, it is unfortunate to make reference to the fact that
the voter participation ratio in local elections is more or
less the same in developed Western democracies.) I
suspect that in Hungary the latter situation prevailed.
[passage omitted]

Local Elections: 1st Round Results Analyzed

Independent Candidates Prevail

91CH0066A4 Budapest MAGYAR NEMZET
in Hungarian 8 Oct 90 p 4

[Article by Ferenc Poloskei: “Who Are Those Mysterious
Independents?”’]

[Text] Undoubtedly the most surprising outcome of the
local elections was the sweeping victory scored by inde-
pendent candidates. Most of the smalltown and village
microcommunities cast their votes for independent can-
didates. Even if we do not attempt to make predictions,
we may establish the fact that the independent candi-
dates taught a lesson to parties seated in the parliament.

The independents have undergone quite a change since
May. We could say that trends reflecting their ideals,
political and economic goals, and social and cultural
perceptions ran a broader range than those initiated by
the parties, and that as of this moment we are unable to
even estimate the future direction they may take.

The mere fact of the victory of independent candidates
presented the greatest surprise to certain members of the
ruling parties. They viewed the election results, the
fiascos and the failure to vote by an overwhelming
majority of large city residents as depressing, as a sudden
stoppage of the revolution and as the defeat of democ-
racy, and attributed the results to the announced price
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increases, to the intertwining of family relations in
villages and to many other incidental circumstances that
exist.

Political Vacuum

But are the election data, the facts, truly that surprising?
Hardly so, because even if in earlier days village leaders
were unable to fully detach themselves from the party
state system, they could not be viewed as mere reduced
size copies of the party state. This is so because in the
course of the past decades conflicts between the leader-
ship and villagers were unable to create so deep an abyss
as they were in large cities. Villages have been
exchanging their leadership for years. This exchange was
sometimes vocal and forceful, in other instances it was
quiet and calm. And those who lost credibility were
virtually escaping offices which from their standpoint
became uncomfortable.

If we were to take the views held and attributions made
by members of the ruling parties one by one, we would
find that they are treating symptoms, they fail to perform
deeper therapy and avoid their own weaknesses and the
exploration of the causes of their becoming weak. Could
it be that a two or three day delay in the announcement
of price increases—i.e., an announcement on Monday, 1
October—would have seriously influenced the outcome
of elections? We cannot take this explanation seriously,
and besides, an action of this nature could have been
viewed as an election trick. And insofar as earlier com-
munities based on family relations, religions, or resi-
dence on the same street are concerned, these have
disintegrated already or have loosened up substantially
with the progress of civilization: With the improvement
of transportation, with the sudden increase in the
number of private cars, and with the increased number
of machines and instruments. New, less closed commu-
nities based on occupations, production cultures, and
work processes took their place as generations changed.

Accordingly, those who expected local election results to
be a simple repetition of the May elections for parlia-
mentary representatives, should blame only their own
weakness in making political judgments, and their being
uninformed. Concern is hardly justified if they view only
the positions they hold in the parliament, of course. This
is so because at most, the independents provide a
warning concerning the existence of a party vacuum in
villages and small cities. They do not exert a direct
influence on the present balance of power in constitu-
tional parliamentarism. From this standpoint the situa-
tion would have been different had the parliamentary
opposition parties, not the independents, scored a
resounding success in small communities. Thus, we are
unable to tell as of today whether a new party is being
formed, one that may find its base in this new social
medium, or if one of the already existing parties will
conquer the residents of small communities. One cannot
rule out surprises in either case.
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The MDF and the MSZP

But from where, from whom, did the mysterious inde-
pendents receive these votes? Actually, who are the
independents? I would think that this is the question to
which the big and small losers are presently seeking
answers, just as public opinion poll takers are. The
Hungarian Democratic Forum [MDF] and the Hun-
garian Socialist Party [MSZP] may be viewed as the big
losers. And if we reverse the events of the past year we
will find that there is really nothing to ponder about. The
MDF’s influence in the countryside has visibly declined,
while the MSZP was unable to recover from its grave
defeat in May. Thus the apparent reduction of the
effectiveness of one, and another loss of prestige by the
other, was compared with the independents. Without
intending to describe all the details, at this time we may
make reference to only a few ‘“secrets” of this phenom-
enon. :

The joy and worry of governing virtually fell into the
MDF leadership’s lap. Several of them were mesmerized
by euphoria, and hardly made an effort to continue
organizing the party. There were some whose itch to play
a role made them lose their earlier popularity. In this
regard 1 am not referring to unfortunate comments or
other statements, because such utterances exist within all
parties seated in a parliament. At this time we are not
dealing with the usual parliamentary phenomenon, even
though it appears that the leading party of the governing
coalition does not have a filtering system to eliminate
dissonance.

Our studies in history taught us that fiasco is frequently
foreshadowed by quick and unexpected success. This is
so not only because of a natural reflex, an overstatement
of the success, and boldness. In this framework I would
underscore two additional circumstances. On the one
hand we find the blurred image of the MDF’s ideological
and political character and of its vision of history and the
past. The change in color of its eclectic spirituality can be
sensed. On the other hand, the lead weight of governing
weighs down the MDF. We may include here concerns
about the huge indebtedness and about harnessing infla-
tion, and meanwhile about the consequences of a
changing product structure: increasing unemployment,
new difficulties in obtaining energy supplies, the loss of
the German Democratic Republic as a market, and
inflation. Under such circumstances, sooner or later the
continuous use of the already known prescription exerts
the effect of a sterecotype repetition: criticism of the
policies of the previous government or governments, the
transfer of total responsibility to the previous govern-
ment, or at least reference to these circumstances.

The other big loser in the local elections is the MSZP. It
suffered its second great defeat, but one can hardly
wonder about that. Part of the MSZP leadership consists
of the too well-known, old actors and organizers of the
state party that faded away. These were part of the
Hungarian Socialist Workers Party [MSZMP] core. The
other part appears to be consisting of beginners in
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politics, irrespective of their age. The party’s internal
weaknesses are signalled by its amorphous image of both
the past and the future. Within barely a year we could
read about the emergence of reform communist,
socialist, democratic socialist, liberal, Christian socialist
and most recently of social democratic traditions. Along
with this, although with some loss of its earlier steam, the
probate dispute between the MSZP and the advocate of
transcended conservative ideals left outside of the par-
liament—the MSZMP-—continues.

By now we may attempt to clarify the circumstances of
the brake which took place within the MSZMP. The
party’s renewal did not take place in the desirable,
natural way, through an internal purge, and the discred-
ited leadership stratum was not removed. Instead those
who formulate local life, the quiet masses of the party
whose intentions were clean and who gained respect in
society were left outside of the successor parties, even
though the bond between these masses and the center of
the party became a matter of formality earlier.

Where Do We Go From Here?

These masses formed only a smaller part of those who
became independent candidates. The great bulk of the
independent candidates consists of those who previously
formulated and took part in the self-organizing efforts of
society. Those, who for a long time were engaged in
beautifying cities and villages, and in protecting the
environment, or others who for some time were com-
mitted to some religious community, or to the organizing
and cultivation of local history and the spreading of
knowledge.

We do not know of course the future path of the
independents whom we may clearly regard as victorious
today. Could it be that some existing or future new party
will be able to win their support? Experimentation of this
character will certainly become more characteristic in
the future. And what will the people do who abstained
from voting in the first round of these elections, those
millions who comprise more than 60 percent of the
people eligible to vote?

All this requires more thorough analysis, of course.
Attention should also be paid to the not so spectacular
fiasco of Smallholders [FKgP] policies which were hoped
to be winners, as well as gains made by the larger
opposition parties, such as the Association of Young
Democrats [FIDESZ] and the Alliance of Free Demo-
crats [SZDSZ). But missing opposition policies and more
comprehensive programs will suffice to retain their
present positions at best; they will be far from sufficient
to establish foundations for their future perspective, and
particularly not in small cities and villages. The general
voicing of liberal watchwords is simply not suited to win
voters in that social milieu.
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Former Council Chairmen Win

91CH0066B Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian
40ct90p4

[Article by Andras Sereg: “Council Chairmen in the
Mayors’ Chairs”]

[Text] Most small communities have mayors as a result
of the 30 September elections of autonomous governing
bodies. Statistical data show that in the first round of
elections the mayoral elections produced most results
among all elections for offices for which votes could be
cast. More than 1.5 million voters in 2,759 towns and
cities with fewer than 10,000 inhabitants, of the total of
2,930 such communities made final decisions con-
cerning the persons of mayors.

The late September elections proved that villagers were
far less influenced than city residents by the names of
organizations which made nominations. One explana-
tion for this phenomenon may be that unlike in cities,
people in smaller communities are better acquainted
personally with the candidates. City dwellers were
guided by the names of parties and social organizations
which nominated the candidates. Many attribute the
lack of success in Budapest and in communities with
more than 10,000 inhabitants to the impersonal nature
of the campaign.

The mayoral elections produced victory for independent
candidates in 2,288 of the 2,930 communities. To pro-
vide a feel for the proportions, we will mention the fact
that even the FKgP, which ran the largest number of
candidates from among all parties, acquired mayoral
seats only in 105 communities (and only 67 candidates
nominated by the FKgP jointly with other parties or
social organizations finished in first place.) In viewing
the performance of parties we must mention by all
means the way FIDESZ trailed in these elections: Only
six of their candidates won seats. The number of winning
FIDESZ candidates is not high even if we add to this the
seven candidates who ran on joint tickets in which
FIDESZ was one of the parties. (On the other hand, in
viewing the FIDESZ results one must also consider the
fact that the “oranges” nominated only a few candidates
for mayor from the outset) In the aftermath of the
election fiasco suffered last spring by the Agrarian Alli-
ance—a fiasco at least insofar as parties are concerned—
it acquired 22 mayoral seats.

Joint tickets produced several curious results. In one
community a candidate running on a joint MDF and
MSZP ticket claimed victory. In another community a
candidate running under a joint ticket sponsored by the
SZDSZ, the MSZP and the Democratic Youth Associa-
tion [DEMISZ] won. One candidate running on a joint
FKgP and MSZMP ticket was elected mayor. Similarly,
in one community an election coalition formed by the
MSZP and the MSZMP was successful.

One of the most significant political messages conveyed
by the mayoral elections was the successful performance
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by council chairmen. Final results are not available, but
tallies prepared in 13 counties are very educational.

In the 292 Baranya County communities with fewer than
10,000 inhabitants, 32 of the 42 council chairmen run-
ning in the elections will perform their duties as mayors
in the future. In Bekes County 30 of the 45 council
chairmen won the people’s confidence. In Csongrad
County (54 communities) 24 of the 46 council chairmen
became mayors. In 100 Fejer County communities, 32 of
the 56 council chairmen running were elected mayors. In
the 162 Gyor-Moson-Sopron County small communi-
ties, 31 of the 49 council chairmen running were chosen
to head the autonomous governing bodies. In the 71
Hajdu-Bihar County communities, 21 council chairmen
were elected. In almost half (30) the number of
Komarom-Esztergom County’s 65 communities, the pre-
vious council chairmen became mayors. In Pest County
44 council chairmen finished first. Council chairmen did
not perform badly in Somogy County either, because 39
of the 54 council chairmen running became mayors. In
the 221 Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg County communities,
51 of the 67 council chairmen running were elected
mayors. In Szolnok County 28 of the 34 council
chairmen running became mayors. In the 213 Veszprem
County communities, 30 of the 43 county chairmen
running were elected mayors. And finally, in Zala
County 32 of the 38 council chairmen running in the
elections did not regret the decisions they made.

HITEL Articles Draw Charges of Anti-Semitism ‘

Csoori Charges Reverse Assimilation
91CHO0063A Budapest HITEL in Hungarian 5 Sep 90
pp 6-7

[Part 2 of a serialized essay by Sandor Csoori: “Day
Moon™’]

[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The only moment the ori-
enting instinct of most Hungarians functioned well was
23 October 1956. Quite naturally, this is true regarding
the essence, and not with respect to details. People were
able to recognize overnight that the unavoidable
moment to redeem the nation and the people themselves
had arrived. Aside from a small number of intellectuals
and party opposition groups pounding the table, silence
prevailed everywhere on the 22nd. There was silence, a
low profile, and the afternoon of dictatorship which
promised to be long. The world turned upside down by
the 23rd. Brains and humiliated hearts exploded, and
suppressed dissatisfaction began to flow to the streets
like a volcano. The ideologues were either mute, or they
stuttered some words, but when Stalin’s monument was
torn off its base a lightning recognition was made by
every Hungarian: The balloon burst, the time for some-
thing expired. '

The country has not experienced a similar feeling of
unity, even though we busily repeat that a revolution is
going on “in our street.” And indeed: parties were born;
we proclaimed the republic; a new parliament was
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formed, and Soviet troops began their slow march out of
the country. In 1956 we raved and cried from happiness,
even though only a promise of Soviet troop withdrawals
was heard! And yet, how come that in these successful
times the nation is unable to stop at one of the turns or
on one of the peaks, and is incapable of taking a deep
breath inhaling the air of change? To unite as a result of
this breath—instead of a pact sealed with blood—so that
later we may separate once again along the natural
breaking points of dissimilarity.

Many do not feel a need for such unification; they might
be disturbed by that. The nation united? What kind of
outmoded desire is this? Some even expressed pains:
Thus far we had to place socialism on a pedestal, could it
be that as of most recently we must do the same with the
nation? A nation which in Hungary is none other than a
bag stuffed with Horthy memorabilia?

As far as my ears are concerned, this sounds like a knife
screeching on a porcelain plate.

1 would not say anything if this opinion was the sum total
of the crippling moral effect of recent times. But I must
confess that I do not sense any crippled morality behind
such statements, but an entirely different interest and
outlook on the world. I could call this an “aggression.”
This is so because ever since I learned to orient myself
with my brain I could not avoid noticing that 1 was a
Hungarian. Now I should be ashamed of being Hun-
garian. I should be ashamed, but not on the basis of my
own understanding, one that could come as natural, but
on the basis of suggestions directed from the outside:
“What does it mean to be Hungarian?” This highhanded
question was raised also in upper crust intellectual
circles. “And what is patriotism? Tears? The national
anthem? One hates even his private feelings, let alone
such common stupidity.”

Only a believer in a noisy group of atheists could turn
silent the way I do on such occasions. This is so because
a person for whom his confused, kicked-around Hun-
garian being presents concern will not put it in these
terms. Such persons will primarily blame themselves,
even it they go on the offensive. In contrast, people to
whom the fact of other people’s Hungarian identity
causes concern are always sarcastic, bullying, cynical and
tactless, and there is no response to such people.

There exist, and why shouldn’t there exist, many who are
bored with the eternal Hungarian complaints: Mohacs,
Nagymajteny, Vilagos, Trianon, and a thousand other
kinds of disasters. One may be bored with these indeed,
but boredom will not make these disappear from among
our concerns which cannot be resolved. A peculiar
situation indeed. As long as it was possible to adapt
naturally to the Hungarian people—either through
assimilation or by accepting spiritual identity—these
inherited miseries did not disturb, did not cause ner-
vousness in the Schwabians and the German inhabitants
of Slovakia for instance, or even in Jews who settled in
Hungary after the 1867 Compromise. Disturbance or
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nervousness was not visible in the least. Poet Endre Ady
was surrounded by sons of families like Hatvany,
Revesz, Jaszi and Ignotus, and they shared Ady’s con-
cerns to the best of their abilities. I believe that Ady’s era
was the last period in which national issues, the issues
pertaining to Hungarians flared up inside Jews as an
existential and historical issue. Jews learned not only to
speak the language, but also acquired the deep-seated
pains reflected by the language. The possibility for such
spiritual and intellectual unity ceased to exist as a result
of the 1919 soviet republic, the Horthy era, and partic-
ularly as a result of the Disaster Era. Quite naturally,
there always were people like Antal Szerb, Radnoti,
Gyorgy Sarkozi, Istvan Vas, Gyorgy Harag, Otto Orban,
Gyorgy Konrad, Gyorgy Faludi and Tamas Zala. But in
these days we find an increasingly pronounced trend.
Endeavors for reverse assimilation may be discovered in
Hungary: The liberal Hungarian Jewry intends to
“assimilate” the Hungarian people in terms of style and
thought. To accomplish this the Jewry was able to build
for itself a platform in the parliament, one it was never
able to build for itself before. ‘

This challenge could be useful if we had a new Ady, or a
new Bartok, Laszlo Nemeth, Istvan Bibo or Illyes. Let
these outstanding forces compete with each other in
remedying these centuries-old Hungarian problems. In
performing such a task a measured look which maintains
a distance is at least as indispensable as the bitter,
spiteful, showing off, sentimental self-surrender of Ady
to his “kind.” But we have neither an Ady, nor a Laszlo
Nemeth, nor a Bibo. Moreover we do not have a spiritual
life which could serve as a measure either, one that could
provide an appropriate milieu and background to this
competition. Only a political arena exists, where the
logic of matters demands a striking response for being
struck, and slander for being slandered. Anti-Semitism
and nationalism? These sentiments are much rather the
lead actors of a superficially written political play than of
the soul, i.e., they are not part of the actual situation.
Instead of armed troops, in public life we only find some
detachments equipped with egg-beaters who will whip up
everything that helps conceal the problems to be
resolved. '

I will only mention one matter to provide a flavor of this.
The so-called national cause. This issue is perhaps the
one that causes the greatest tension between the Free
Democrats [Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ)] and
the Hungarian Democrats [Hungarian Democratic
Forum (MDF)]. My friends at the Free Democrats also
follow their sentiments, instincts and minds when they
feel that the establishment of only a new political nation
is needed at best. A new political nation may be estab-
lished without obsolete emotions, with cold sobriety by
laws, and by some economic and market wisdom,

If we judge this goal with a free spirit we must recognize
that this well lubricated “practical homeland” is not just
any creation.
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Unfortunately, a carefully planned political nation of
this kind could represent only a partial solution to us. It
would be identical only to the state that may be defined
in terms of foreign and domestic policy, and minority or
dispersed Hungarians would be shut out of it. About 4
million Hungarians, altogether. [passage omitted]

‘Judeocracy’ Foreseen

91CH0063B Budapest HITEL in Hungarian No 19,
19 Sep 90 pp 34-36

[Article by Istvan Benedek: “Nationality and Minority”]

[Text] Aggressive uncertainty—that is the only term Iam
able to use to describe the confusion which increasingly
manifests itself regarding the concepts of minority and
nationality, Serious people become offended and go on
the offensive on behalf of minorities at a time when
neither the use of this word, nor an offensive, nor both of
these are justified. The concept of nationality is even
more vague, particularly if we make it more complicated
with the new-found word “identity.” What is the nation-
ality of for example a Jew who emigrated to the United
States 30 years ago and acquired citizenship there, yet
continues to regard himself to be a Hungarian? I could
not respond with certainty to this question, and the
credibility of any response could be questioned.

The United States is an excellent opposite example
anyway, because in that country everyone except the
Indians is an “alien,” i.e., immigrants or descendants of
immigrants. And yet the Indians are in the minority. In
the minority, but as compared to whom? They are in the
minority as compared to a ruling majority composed of
heterogeneous elements descending from various nation-
alities. This majority may preserve a peculiar character,
reminiscences based on descent, racial differences, and
sympathetic and antipathetic feelings, nevertheless taken
as a whole it constitutes the unity of a state which
resulted form the integration of nationalities.

And with this we arrived home, because in my view
Hungary is also a result of an integration of nationalities.
“Pure” Hungarians have not existed for a long time, if
there were any pure Hungarians ever. And isn’t it true
that Arpad’s forces flooded the Carpathian basin leaving
behind their women? Illyes asked this rhetorical ques-
tion: “What became of this widowed-orphaned people
amid total strangers?” Here is his answer: “There may be
a new home, and there will be a new wife—she will
belong to her husband. But the child she will bear will
have an alien face and and alien stature; it will be a
mixture, and then not even a mixture any longer!”

And then, whether we like it or not, there came Saint
Stephan’s idea of admitting and pampering aliens. The
Kuns came, and so did the Tartars. The country that was
left vacant after the Tartars had to be filled with Ger-
manic, Slavic, and Latin people. And the Jews came, and
so did the Boszormeny people and the Gypsies—for a
thousand years everyone came all the time, found a
home here and became Hungarian.

JPRS-EER-90-152
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The term “became Hungarian™ does not mean that an
assimilation took place. These people became integrated.
They brought with them Eastern and Western features,
characters, knowledge and ignorance. In the big melting
pot they became one with the peculiar features of the
earlier settlers, constantly changing and molding the
Hungarian type. No geneticist exists who could account
for the “‘characteristically Hungarian gentleman’s” or
the “characteristically Hungarian peasant’s” genetic
types, the genes of Schwabians, Saxons, Croatians, Ser-
bians, Romanians, Jews, the French, or the Flemish, etc.

The alien elements received on a permanent basis were
regarded as nationalities until they preserved their lan-
guage and original national identity, and as long as they
regarded themselves as aliens, as being different and as
non-Hungarians, regardless of whether they arrived in
masses or sporadically, and of whether they were refu-
gees, invited guests, or lived here before the Arpad’s
conquest already.

In the course of our 1,000 year-history part of the aliens
who remained in groups or became dispersed as individ-
vals became integrated with the Hungarians, while
another part preserved its national character and lan-
guage, nevertheless willingly tied its fate to that of the
Hungarian people. A third group remained in this
country as an alien body, and turned against Hungary as
soon as it was able to do so. '

If we use the term “nationality” with reference to citi-
zens residing in Hungary who are not of Hungarian
origin, the first—the integrated—group of the above
triple stratification must not be viewed as a nationality,
because precisely this group constitutes the Hungarian
nation, together with the rest. A too frequently men-
tioned example of this is the the son of Janos Hunyadi of
Serbian-Valach origin: King Matyas, or the poet Sandor
Petofi whose original name was Petrovics. Among our
daily acquaintances very many Polish, Slovakian,
German, Turkish, Tartar, Romanian, Croatian, etc.,
names reveal some long forgotten nationality origins. No
“pure” Hungarians will be left if we remove from the
Hungarian nation those who became integrated.

An example for the second group is a Saxon town or a
Schwabian village, whose residents speak in German
with their kin, in Hungarian with Hungarians, feel at
home here in the area of the Danube and the Tisza
rivers, and have dual nationality, both German and
Hungarian. They feel like we do, nevertheless they are
proud of their German origin; they became somewhat
assimilated but not integrated. This stratum constitutes
the minority; one must deal with them gingerly, because
great trouble may be incurred if they turn against us.

We find big problems in regard to the activities of the
third group. Examples for these problems include the
anti-Hungarian attacks by Serbians and Croatians in
1848, and Trianon, of course. I will not discuss here the
extent to which the Hungarian state leadership may be
held responsible for its “oppressive” policies; prior to
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the reform era all poor people were oppressed by the
Hungarian “gentlemen’s class,” and all Hungarian
“rebels” were oppressed by Austrian autocracy. The
Austrians favored our nationalities so as to incite them
against us.

Insofar as the minorities are concerned, within the
borders of historical Hungary the Hungarians were in a
numerical minority as compared to the larger number of
aliens. But these aliens were divided along the lines of
various nationalities, and thus were viewed as minori-
ties. To the extent that I am able to judge our history,
minorities were not oppressed, but the bulk of the
minorities which integrated with the Hungarian nation
enjoyed quite a few advantages as compared to those
who insisted on being aliens. In earlier days this was
referred to as the Hungarian people being the *“‘element
which sustains the nation”; while the rest, lacking Hun-
garian consciousness was destined to play adjunct,
instead of leadership roles. This view was based on the
belief that the “racially pure” Hungarians sustained their
existence as “pure” Hungarians, and became the source
of many injustices and problems. But if we use an
approach other than this racist approach, and measure
the Hungarian nation on the scale of having become
integrated, we find that the group which sustains the
nation is the Hungarian nation which is a result of the
integration of people of various origins, as compared to
the minorities which insist on their being aliens.

Gypsies and Jews occupy a peculiar place in this
ensemble.

I will not deal with the Gypsy issue, however acute the
issue related to Gypsies is becoming because of their
unusually high rate of reproduction and difficulties in
becoming assimilated. I have no competence concerning
this issue. I only have an impression which tells me that
the present cuddling method is as futile as the earlier
exclusionary method.

Everyone claims to have competence in regard to the
Jewish issue. Everyone may have an opinion regarding
this issue, to say the least. It is my view that Jews residing
in Hungary constitute neither a nationality nor a
minority.

One cannot regard Jews as a nationality, because they do
not have a national language or at least they do not
conduct discourse in that language. They speak their
native tongue instead: the Hungarian language. As long
as Jews moving to Hungary from Galicia spoke Yiddish
among themselves, they also formed a nationality,
because they had a homeland and a native tongue. But
not including Zionists, yesterday’s and today’s Hun-
garian Jews have no native country and no native tongue
other than Hungarian. Although the Zionists (also) speak
the Hungarian language, they are not Hungarians, based
on their feelings. Zionists may be regarded as a minority,
or as aliens with friendly or with hostile feelings, but the
average members of the Hungarian Jewry are integral
parts of the Hungarian nation, irrespective of the extent
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to which they insist on their faith, and irrespective of the
degree to which they express enthusiasm for Israel.
Moreover, the average members of the Hungarian Jewry
are very important parts of the Hungarian nation,
because they played leadership roles in- Hungarian eco-
nomic and intellectual life for centuries. This, of course
holds true not only in regard to Hungary. It is true also in
terms of Europe and America, perhaps the entire world,
because lacking a homeland the entire world became the
homeland of dispersed Jews. But here we are concerned
only with the Hungarian context, even though interna-
tional Jewish consciousness exercises a reflexive force.
This consciousness plays the role of replacing the home-
land in those who do not feel that any country is their
homeland.

Anti-Semitism evolved in every country which received
Jews. Jewish arrogance, i.e., the “chosen people” concept
certainly played a role in this. There are a number of
other reasons, but this one alone will suffice for them to
regard me as an anti-Semite, because Jewish arrogance is
immediately followed by Jewish sensitivity. Suffice it to
say that there also exists Hungarian arrogance and Hun-
garian sensitivity, and therefore we are better off not
probing this matter further. Anti-Semitism also existed
in Hungary, but persecution of Jews did not exist until
Hitler. Thus Jews who found refuge in Hungary during
the Eastern and Western pogroms found a home in
Hungary, and their numbers increased. For a while they
spoke Yiddish and German, thereafter, having forgotten
or having set aside these languages, their native tongue
became Hungarian, and Hungary became their home-
land. Because of their talents, Jews occupied first class
places among our poets, writers, musicians, and scien-
tists, and their economic sense earned them leading
positions in business. The pace of integration signifi-
cantly accelerated since mixed marriages became legally
permissible: Jewish and Christian families became inter-
mingled, orthodoxy declined, many Jews became Chris-
tians, and consistent with the newcomers’ frequent prac-
tice, acquired a stronger faith than the old flock. The
number of half Jews, quarter Jews and three-quarter
Jews render the counting of Jews, or the statistical
evaluation of the victims of the persecution of Jews
impossible from the outset. For this reason, in a gro-
tesque fashion, Jews adopt Hitler’s methods, and use a
racist basis to count among themselves Jews who are
baptized Christians—an impermissible practice if
viewed from the Christian side. (Jews could say to this
that Hungarians also claim that their talented members
abroad are Hungarians. This is true, but this claim
pertains only to those who profess themselves to be, and
feel like Hungarians.)

I have many Jewish friends. More than one of them were
aggrieved and suffered losses, but none regard them-
selves as members of a minority. They are committed to
their being Hungarians, and that’s what they are. At the
same time they are also committed to being Jews. And
they do not think that all Hungarians are fascists, and do
not regard as anti-Semitic a person who dares to say
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something adverse about a trashy Jew. They are aware of
the fact that all nations have their mobs, including Jews
and Hungarians. Despite their being Jewish, they would
like to be part of the Hungarian elite.

In the early part of this century a substantial part of the
Hungarian elite was composed of Jews. I do not mention
names, because I would have to enumerate too many,
and some would be left out even then. At that time
integration reached a level where we did not even know
who was and who was not Jewish, until Hitlerism
da