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ARMENTAN

EP RESOLUTION ON ARMENTAN 'GENOCIDE' DISCUSSED
46050026 Beirut ‘ARARAT in Armenian 5 Jul 87 p 1

[Text] The European Parliament has confirmed the already indisputable fact of
the Armenian genocide.

This event constitutes a significant success for our people in their long and
painful struggle for revindication. It is a victorious battle in the
protracted war in which our people oppose their mortal enemy that massacred
them, deprived them of their homeland and that wishes to destroy even the last
remaining Armenian. This advance on the path of solving the Armenian cause
was achieved by our combined struggle. Every one of our parties, every social
strata, every Armenian has had a share in achieving this success. It is the
fruit of a national struggle, of effort, energy and hard work. The victory
belongs to all, and every Armanian has a rightful share in it.

The foreign friends and supporters of the Armenian cause have had a noteworthy
share in participating'and contributing to winning this battle. They are our
natural allies, those socialist, communist and democrat members of the
Furopean Parliament. Their stand in favor of our cause is neither fortuitous
nor a whim, but the result of unswerving and ideological conviction. The picture
is instructive and enlightening. It shows, in striking and convincing clarity,
how the Armenian cause has been politicized on the international level, almost
without Armenian action. Foreign political factors, social forces and classes
have taken a position for or against our cause. It has also become crystal
clear what attitudes have been adopted in our favor by whom, as well as why
some defend those who plunder and commit genocide. It is thus important for
the Armenian fighting for his just rights to become more prudent and more
realistic, to be able to distinguish between his friends and his foes, and not
to attach hopes where none is warranted. He should not be carried away by
i1lusions, but hold fast to his supports and perform his duty based on the
principle of a shared destiny and reciprocity. It is true that in principle
we are ready to shake in grateful acknowledgment any hand that strengthens

our cause and helps bring about its just resolution, but logic ‘and the facts
have convinced us that the true, reliable friends as well as the active allies
of the Armenian cause may also be the people who share our lot and who are
jdeologically friendly and freedom-loving forces.

The result of the vote at Strasburg is an undeniable and invigorating victory.
But we should not forget that this is only the start of the struggle and that




final victory is still far off. The coming battle will be more violent and
more exhausting. Can we forget how bitter has been the fight for votes? - The
vote in favor of the Armenians was approved and received the force of law by
barely a dozen favorable voices. The votes cast agalnst it were substantlal
as well the number of abstentions. !

These facts show that the Turkish state spared no effort and was very active
right up to the last minute. It used all possible means to convince, to
predispose, to pressure or entice each state and deputy to take its 'side. So
what we have accomplished has been literally snatched from the enemy's claws,

a fact to which our foe can never reconcile itself, a fact it can never digest.
And who among us is so 51mp1e—m1nded to think that it is all ‘over, ‘that the -
Grey Wolf, beaten and desperate, is at present hiding in a corner of its lair,
lamenting its dismal and forlorn destiny, having abandoned all thought or"
effort of revival? : ‘

We have no doubt, and no Armenian should hold illusions about this, that at
this very moment the Turkish state is plotting itsvengeance, and like a wounded
beast has redoubled its savagery and has fanned its traditional hatred of the
Armenians and its vengeful instincts. Let us not underrate the enemy.. Turkey
disposes of powerful means, and what it lacks is made up for by the state that
surround it, that court and flatter it. It is planning a counterattack that
may reach us at any moment, not only in terms of votes buy by slanderous
statements by Ozal or by spiteful threats hurled at us by Evren.

Therefore, we should not permit ourselves to cry victory, to become intoxicated
by our success or indulge in vain self-praise. What has been achieved is good,
but it is not everything nmor is it final and that vulnerable and fragile

success can be wrenched from our grasp very quickly if we do not immediately adopt
the means to consolidate it and make it invulnerable. History is filled with
lessons that can awaken us and serve as a guide to us as well as to those who

want to profit from them, if not to those who stubbornly refuse to budge from

and correct decisions once taken. It was not unknown that a 16th articles could
be turned into a 6lst articles by the imperceptible movement of a magic wand
during the Berlin conference. And Strasburg is not far from Berlin.

If such are the situation and needs of the moment, it is appropriate to ask
what each of us is doing as individuals, or, more importantly, what we are
doing collectively. : : . :

The watchword is to consolidate the victory won, to prepare to counter the
vindictive assault of the adversary, to add to what we already have in hand,
and then to take one more successful step that will lead us to total victory.

To capture something is easier than to remain its owner--this is not empty
talk. What are we doing besidés holding on to what we already have? Are we
adding anything new to it? This then is the most pressing and important task
our national entities have to accomplish, beginning with the political parties.
Are we able to give a soothing, comforting and hopeful answer to the above
question, and answer that both warms us and invigorates us? What are we doing
to face the next assault that may come at any minute?




It is very important to take practical steps to answer this question and to
allay the fears that have been discussed--more important, say, than our polite
squabbles with one another aimed at appropriating the credit of the success, -
or derision of the opponent's authoritarian inclination, and all the while
trying to bet the better of him, which is no less reproachful. =~ =

Who is it that gains anything by pretending that he has contributed more than
another? How long will the vanity, the hunger for personal aggrandizement, -
remain the major defect of our political conduct? ‘ -

Let no one pretend that he alone could have scored such a point against the
opponent. It was the cooperation of everybody--Soviet Armenia, the Diaspora,
foreign friends and even the circumstancial assistance given to the Armenian -
people by certain states and their public that have their own political '
reasons for feeling aversion toward Turkey. It was this cooperation that

helped us arrive at this encouraging result.

But the urgeﬁt issue is no longer the question of what we gained;and who did
what, but what we have to do now and what we have to do to win the next

encounter.

12364/12951 - -




ARMENIAN

DELEGATION VISITS IRAQL ARMENIAN POW'S AT TEHRAN CAMP

46050025 Tehran ALIK in Armenian 11 Jul 87 pl

[Text] Yesterday,:Wedhesday, 10 June 1987, an Armenian delegation paid a pre-
arranged visit to Iraqi Armenian war prisonmers at Tehran's Hashmatieh Camp.

The delegation was composed of Father Aharon det Kalousdian, Vicar of the
Prelacy of the Armenians of Iran, Fathers Krikor der Bedrossian, Varaztad
Derderian and Roupen Hairabedian, as well as members of the Community Council,
the Armenian section of aid to the war imposed on Iran, and the Committee of
Public Relations, and representatives of the journal ALIK.

The delegationwas welcomed by Shah-Panah, commanding officer of the camp, a
number of officials and two Christian (Assyrian) prisoners of war. In his
words of welcome, one of the prisoners denounced the war imposed on Iran by
the Saddam regime and the plots hatched against Iran by the superpowers. At
the end of his address, he presented a bouquet of flowers to the Vicar of the
Prelacy. - Then the visitors were led to the office of the camp commander,
where Colonel Shah-Panah uttered a few words of welcome and gave some explana-
tions about the daily life of the prisomers. '

It was made clear that the prisoners were in constant correspondence with their
families, who could visit them in all freedom. Their hygienic needs are con- -
stantly taken care of, their water supply is purified, they are well supplied
with medication, and they always have abundant food which is constantly sub-
jected to medical examination. The prisoners are free to pursue their
religious rites and participate in athletic games and contests. Those who
wish to work can do so in workshops where they can receive wages for their
labor in addition to the monthly compensation paid to all of them. They have
their own theatrical and choral groups which frequently put on shows. They
have bedsteads and convenient mattresses. Despite the difficulties occasioned
by the war which makes access to certain commodities and foods difficult for
the general public, the prisoners are well provisioned; for instance, each
receives 3.5 kilos of chicken meat monthly, five cakes of soap, etc.

At the end of his address, the colonel said that the regulations of the Geneva
Convention are in force at all prisoner of war camps, a fact confirmed by
representatives of the United Nations and other international organizations.




These same organizations have stated that the Saddam regime has treated our
prisoners of war inhumanely. S :

One of the proofs of the disregard for human and international law manifested
by the aggressive Iraqi regime is that its warplanes have bombed their camp,
but fortunately the bombs exploded at a spot that caused no casualties. Ac-
cording to international law, prisoner of war camps with special markings on
them should be free of bombardment. They should even be well lit at night,
but the Iraqi regime has ignored these rules. :

A short while later, the members of the Armenian delegation witnessed for them-
selves all that had been explained to them. b . o
On behalf of the delegation, the chairman of the Communist Cbuncil,tDr Harmig
Tavtian, thanked their host for having given them this opportunity and said
that, knowing well the principles of the Islamic Republic of Iran, it was

clear to them, without hearing or seeing things at close range, that state’
officials have humanitarian attitudes toward prisoners. It is not because of
conventions or decisions agreed upon in Geneva or at other international .
conferences, he said, that we have adopted such Conduct‘towardVOur prisoners
of war, but through our lofty principles. The international organizations
have a great deal to learn from us. o DR R

Then, on behalf of the Community Council, books were donated to the commanding
officers and the camp library. At the end of this encounter, Haj Agha
Ghoutchan, in charge of the Ideological-Political Bureau, said a few words -
of welcome and of thanks. SR S ' -

g x ‘ oo .
After refreshments, the Armenian representatives and the Armenian clergy,~led
by Haj Agha Ghoutchan, went among thousands of war prisoners, stopping here
and there. Everywhere prisoners would yell "death to America," 'death to the
Soviet Union," "death to Israel,'" "death to Saddam." - After listening to
diaphonic singing by a prisoner-of-war chorale, -the Armenian delegates went
into the prisoners' dormitories to see the well-ordered and neatly kept beds.
In general, all were clean. ‘ ) : ‘ S

Then they visited one of the workshops used by tailors, where some of the
prisoners were at work. - e : L

Following that, the delegation, accompanied by Assyrian and Armenian prisoners,
went into a theater where prisoners successfully presented a play. S

Then some Assyrian prisoner painters donated to the'Armenian Prelacy three of
their paintings; one was -a picture of Christ and the other two were scenes.

In expressing his thanks for the display, Dr. H. Tavtian said, among other
things, that as the leader of the country, Imam Khomeyni, had said, this war
imposed on us has had its beneficial effects, such as the solidarity that has
been strengthened all the more by the pressure from outside forces as well as
the drastic ‘decisions which we took to make the country self-sufficient.




The doctor then expressed the conviction that this war will end with the
decisive victory of the Iranian soldiers and people, that the intervention of
Saddam and the superpowers in the region will be cut short, and that our peo-
ple will concentrate all their energies on the betterment of the country and
the promotion of artistic activities. ’

Shortly thereafter, a meeting was held in the gymnasium with Armenian and
Assyrian prisoners of war. An Armenian prisoner said that on the whole, they
were comfortable, free to indulge in their Christian religious practices, that
they were generally treated well, in a brotherly fashion, and that they had
no problems. L

The Armenian clergymen then officiated in a short religious ceremony for the
Christian prisoners, who followed it with fervor. Then Father Aharon gave an
address in Armenian condemning the Iraqi incursion and expressed the hope
that the war will end with the total victory of the Iranian people. He also
wished longevity for the Imam Khomeyni, leader of the revolution and founder
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. An Armenian prisoner translated his speech
into Arabic.

Later, the Armenian delegates visited the camp's Red Crescent hpépitala the
infirmaries and wards, and looked at the medical instruments.” The doctors
and officials in this sector are on 24~hour duty in caring for the sick
prisoners. o o ' .

In a farewell address, the delegates again thanked the office of the commander

and all the other responsible people. It was noteworthy that during the
visit, the camp officials always referred to the pPrisoners as "guests."

12364/7358




ARMENTAN

SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS OF LEBANESE ARMENIANS PORTRAYED

46050022b Tehran ALIK in Armenian 3 Jun 87 p 4

[Text] As we have pointéd out on several occasions, the Armenian community
of Lebanon has maintained the particular form of its national structures in
various fields. ’ : ,

We have gathered information about a certain number of organizations active
in the ‘economic field from the 168-page New Year special edition of our
colleague publication, AZTAG. ' -

First of all, last year the National Council--, whose budget comes from ;
monthly dues gathered from some 8,000 families~- has given our scholarships
to 750 students at 50 schools. The council has also purchased a supermarket
of 850 square meters and has considered the possibility of creating or
reorganizing cooperatives of consumers, lending establishments and medical
services in Bourj Hammoud. It has also, through-its employment office,

found good-paying jobs for more than 175 men. It has covered the medical
expenses of 35 wounded people and has financially helped 30 people of special
category. Scores of other people have profited from the services of its

counseling office.

e

The Regional Council of the Armenian Relief Society [ARS] of Lebanon,
intensifying its activities, has added an infirmary to its center, with
increased personnel and laboratory facilities. It has organized a training
course for aid-nurses, while in schools it has set up courses on social
hygiene topics and sex education. It has started the building of the ARS

Bulghourjian sociomedical center which will also serve for educational
purposes. ‘ : .

The Eagle's Nest of Catholicossate of Cilicia has continued caring for needy
children from ages 6 to 12 while 225 children have benefited from the ARS
vacation campl. - The ARS has also helped in other restoration and building
projects. o _ o I
The cooperative credit union (MENSA), whose activities include lending

money, faced financial difficulties due to the economic crisis, although the

number of its members has risen to 1,200.
. v .-

_— -




The center for the handicapped has rendered service in various areas in the
district of Bourj Hammoud, through its home for the blind (35 residents), ‘its
home for the aged (30 residents, its school for slow learners (around 35 pupils),
its carpentry shop and school for the deaf (with 11 pupils) work has started

on the construction of a home for the aged with a capacity for 100 old people.

The Howard Karageuzian Foundation has taken charge of the medical care of
thousands of children with the help of its three infirmaries, the annual
medical checkup of pupils in some 30 schools, its eye clinic, its dental
clinis and its social services office.

There are also social centers for vocational tralnlng and the 1nstruct10n of
young people.

The Jinishian Foundation has continued its social services in various ways
--a day-care center, medical care and services, financial help, care of the
aged, educational and loan programs, distrlbution of clothing, assistance to
charitable foundations, soc1al improvements, etc.

The Fund for Armenian Economic Reform, which operates through funds contributed
mainly by Armenian communal councils, gave out 502 loans totaling around 12.5
million Lebanese pounds in the period February to October 1986.

The creation of residential zones for the Fanar region, undertaken by the
Catholicossate of Cilicia for the purpose of improving the standard of
living, has been pursued with great vigor and is in the final stages.

In addition, individual initiatives have also been undertaken, the most
exciting of which is the Harboyan Commercial Center to be constructed in
Bourj Hammoud, with 275 stores, &4 banks, restaurants and a three-store
parking garage with a capacity of 1,200 cars.

12364/12951




ARMENTAN"

ARTICLE DISCUSSES EDUCATIONAL STATUS IN SOVIET ARMENIA
460500224 Tehran ALIK in Armenian 13 Jun 87 p 1

[Text] The Fifth Congress of Teachers of Armenia was held in Yerevan on 27
April 1987. : '

Minister of Education S. Hakhoumian and the president of the State Committee
on Professional and Technical Education, H.S. Kotanjian, each read a paper.
The following information on the status of education in Armenia is extracted
from the paper presented by Hakhoumian. ' '

There are 1,337 schools in the republic with a total student population of

575,000. There exist 1,206 elementary schools with around 150,000 pupils.

In the last 5.years, 150 new schools have been added accommodating 75,000

pupils. 1In the same period, 160 preschool buildings were built with 32,000
seats. )

In Armenia, children with difficuities are taught at 30‘spéciéi and remedial
schools, together with 50 boarding schools, totaling some 10,000 places.

In the current academic year, 25,000 6-year-olds were admitted to school for
the first time, at the first grade level. According to forecasts, 45,000
6-year-old children had been expected to register in first-year classes. The
reason for this failure, according to the report of "Armen-Press," is the
slack control exercised by the Ministry of Education and the indifference of
the local soviets of the education departments of some regions such as
Yerevan, Martouni, Hrazdan, and Noyemberian.

The number of schools specializing in "in-depth Russian-language teaching"
stands today at 123. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Armenia
at its plenary session held in October criticized the low level of Russian
instruction, especially in schools in rural areas.

There are already 50 educational cabinets equipped with calculating machines
functioning in schools in Armenia, and there are 165 schools with cabinets
equipped with computers, a high proportion of which can be programmed.

Of the teachers of 4th to 10th year classes, 94 percent have had higher
education. Last year, 17,700 teachers participated in periodic education
courses.

Of the 13,252 people who work in preschool establishments, only 3,585 (28
percent) have had college education as against 6,988 in secondary schools;
2,670 teachers continue to work with only general secondary school education.

12364/12951 9
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REGIONAL .. . . NEAR EAST

ACREEMENT FACTLITATES COOPERATION AMONG GCC MEMBER STATES
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 12-18 Aug 87 pp 32-34

. [Article: "GCC: 'What Has Economic AgréementbAccomplished and Which Parts of ‘
- Agreement Have Been Implemented?"] B B

[Text] Riyadh?-What has the GCC economic agreement‘accomplished'énd which
parts of the agreement have been implemented? - - :

The GCC unified economic agreement was concluded on 11 November 1981 in _
Riyadh, the Saudi capital, during the second session of the Supreme Council,
which includes the kings and amirs of the GCC member states. In accordance
with the stipulations of Article 26, the agreement became effective 4 months ~
later. However, the member states' ratification of the agreement took a full -
year, with Ruwait's ratification delivered on 1 November 1982, Bahrain was 7
the first to ratify it, doing so only 45 days after the agreement was con-
cluded. '

In its third session, held in Bahrain 9-11 November 1982, the Supreme Council
decided to launch the agreement's executive steps as of 1 March 1983. In the
council's latest session, hosted by Abu Dhabi from 2-5 November 1986, the
council agreed to program implementation of the unified economic agreement.
According to the Economic Department of the GCC General Secretariat, the ac-
complishments in implementing the economic agreement, which represents the o
first brick in the edifice of economic integration, are embodied in the fol-

lowing six major axes:

Freeing multilateral trade and unifying customs tariff: Article 2 of the
unified economic agreement stipulates that "all agricultural, livestock, and
industrial products and natural-resource products of national origin shall be
exempted from customs fees and from other fees with a similar impact." ~ For
industrial products to be identified as being of national origin (article 3),
it is required that the added value resulting from their production in these
countries shall not be less than 40 percent the product's value when fully
manufactured and that ownership by citizens of the member states in the indus=
trial establishments turning out the product shall not be less than 51 percent.

Fees have now been canceled bétween the GCC member states on agricultural,
livestock,}and industrial products and natural-resource products. As for

10




customs fees levied on foreign goods, the member states have been trying to = °
agree on a unified tariff. 1In its previous session, held from 18-19 May 1983,
the Ministerial Council approved the Financial and Economic Cooperation Commit-
tee's resolution that the minimum customs fees levied on foreign goods im-
ported to the GCC member states shall be 4 percent and the maximum fees 20
percent. ' :

The Financial and Economic Cooperation Committee also decided to levy a minimum
customs fee of 30 percent on goods of a special nature, leaving it up to the
member states to raise this percentage if they so wish. What is meant by goods
of a special nature is tobacco and its by-products. The member states look
forward to completing creation of the Gulf common market. In this comnection,
these countries' officials are coordinating to unify the customs tariff vis-a-
vis the outside world., =~ : o C o o

To facilitate the transportation of industrial and agricultural products and
goods, "the attribute of thational transportation means' has been given to
transportation means owned by citizens of any of the member states," as stipu-
lated by Article 18 of the agreement. When various products are transported .
between the GCC member states, no special measurés are taken or specific forms

used. Documents proving ownership of the means of transportation of goods or

passengers (a’petmit’of‘liéeﬁéé) and the requirémeﬁt'thatvthé vehic¢le be "
driven by its owner or accompanied by the owner‘are'considered‘sufficiept.; Any:
member state may grant other facilities to one or more of the other mémber -
States, T ST T ., : G ner TEEE

The member states adhere to Article 5 of the agreement, which requires these -
states to "grant all the facilities for the transit movement of the goods of
any member state to the other member states and to exempt such goods from all
fees and taxes." = ' ' o e e o
Rules'ofiECOﬁdmic'Citizenéhip" e

Entrenching econonic citizenship: “Article 2 of thé'eébﬁomiE’égféémehf"isftbﬁ;

sidered a mainstay for entrenching economic citizenship. This article stipu~
lates that the "member states shall agree on the rules that guarantee that the
member states' citizens are treated as equals of the citizens of any member
state and without any discrimination or distinction in the following areas:

1)  free movement, work, and residence; 2) the right to own, inherit, ‘and be-
queath; 3) theé freedom to engage in economic activity; and 4) the free move-
ment of capital." o ‘ B R

At the outset, such activity may not -exceed 25 percent in the industrial, ag-
riqultural,‘liﬁéstdck, and fish resource areas, with ‘this activity fully re-
leased after 5 years. It is possible for the GCC citizens to practice medicine,
law, accounting, and engineering and to open engineering offices and adminis~
trative, economic, technical, agricultural, fishing, and industrial consulting
offices in any of the member states after getting the registration and licens-

ing ordinarily required of similar citizens in the host member state.

11




In its fourth session, held in Doha from 7-9 November 1983, the ministerial
council added further activities, including the setting up of hotels and
restaurants and engaging in maintenance work for the economic activities in
which the citizens of other member states are already entitled to engage. The
door has been left open for allowing these citizens to engage in further
economic activities, The opportunity is also left open for any member state

to demand that its citizens own no more than 25 percent .of the establishments
set up for these purposes within a period of 5 years as of the date of applica-
tion. ' '

Now that the door has been opened for qualified pharmacists to practice their
profession in the GCC member states, the concept of eQuality among the GCC
citizens has expanded to include professionals engaged in their professions,
including craftsmen who are entitled to obtain all the services which enable
them to engage in their craft and which are ordinarily enjoyed by the host
member state's citizens. These services include direct marketing of the crafts-
men's products through direct sale to distributors, wholesalers, or consumers.
Such craftsmen are also entitled to take part in setting up firms to engage in
these activities., . ' : : -

In accordance with the economic agreement, the GCC citizens can own real
estate in the member countries in accordance with the rules and regulations of
each member state. . Whereas the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia allows the GCC citizens
unconditional real estate ownership to personal housing and to an area of no
more than 3,000 square meters. - ‘ o : S '

Any member state can export its national products to any other member state
without being required to have a local agent. The Supreme Council also
decided to unify the service fees for refined 0il products and gas, with
preferential treatment given the national products so as to protect them. 1In
accordance with the agreement, GCC investors are permitted to obtain loans"
from the member states' industirial development banks and funds and are treated

equally like the native investor in terms of qualifying for such loans.

GCC citizens may also engage in retail trade in the member states, -What is
meant by retail trade is buying and selling to the consumer without a middle-
man and from a licensed business place. As for the wholesale trade, which is
the activity of selling, buying, importing, and exporting through a licensed
business, it will be permitted as of 1990. - = - . :

To encourage the Gulf national industries, priority in government purchases
has been given to national products and to production of national origin,
keeping in mind the presence of the elements of competitive quality, price;
and delivery. A preferential price of no more than 10 percent is given the
national product over a foreign product and a preferential price of no more
than 5 percent is given the national product over similar products of national

origin,
Developﬁent Policy

Coordinating development policies and strategies: The GCC member states
believe that achieving economic integration dictates that the "member states
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should exert efforts to achieve coordination and harmony in their.devélopmént
plans,"” ‘according to Article 10 of the unified economic agreement. The member
states have relied on free economy as a basis for development. = These states
are exerting efforts to establish policies that develop the manpower, that
serve balance between the production sectors and the service sectors, and that
open the door to the private sector .to contribute more to the various economic
spheres and to encourage this sector to interact positively with government
policies. - . e Lo o R ' .

The council member statés have adopted a unified agricultural policy which
relies on the "ideal utilization of water resources and insuring food security
from national resources." - .The agricultural policy seeks agricultural integra-
tion between the member states, as it seeks to achieve the highest level pos-
sible of self-sufficiency in food commodities. 'As evidence of this, Saudi
‘wheat is sold in the Gulf markets now that Saudi Arabia has attained self-
sufficiency in wheat. L o

In November 1985, the Supreme Council's sixth session approved the Industrial

" Cooperation Committee's resolutions on the issue of the unified industrial de-
velopment strategy. These resolutions encompass the unified strategy's main '
objectives which include "enhancing industrialization in each state on an in-
tegrated and balanced basis while focusing on certain industries that are
founded on developing and utilizing the local natural resources and channeling
the local production agencies to meet local needs." One policy adopted in
-implementation of this strategy is the’policy of "encouraging thé private
sector's initiatives to set up industrial projects and to participate with the
governments in setting up feasible industrial projects in order to complement
the private sector's effort." - FE

Moneﬁary and Fiscal Coordination

Coordinatihg fiscal and monetary policies: The unified economic agreement
encompasses the aspiration of achieving economic integration by "having the
member states coordinate their fiscal, monetary, and banking policiés, increas-—
ing cooperation between the monetary institutions and central banks, and ex-
erting efforts to unify their currency so that it may complement the desired
economic integration," according to Article 22, In its sixth session, the
Supreme Council decided to instruct the Financial and Economic Cooperation
Committee to study the method for implementing the stipulations of the said
article. Consultations continue to be held between the monetary and fiscal
officials to develop a unified strategy. = R

Encouraging joint projects: The Supreme Council has given priority to the
joint projects so as to bolster cohesion and unity between the GCC member
states. The GCC Secretariat coordinates with the membér states' authorities
concerned, with the Gulf Investment Organization, with the Gulf Industrial
Consulting Organization, and with the World Bank's International Financing
Establishment to set up projects proven by studies to be économically feasible.
Article 23 stipulates that "within the framework of the coordination activities,
the member states shall devote special attention to setting up and bolstering
joint projects between them in the industrial, agricultural, and service areas,
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employing public, private, or joint capital to achleve economic integration,
intermeshed productlon, and common development on sound economic bases."

Integration vis-a-vis Outside World

Developing single policy to deal with outside world: In their economic deal-
ings with the outside world, the GCC member states try to implement Article 7,
which states: "The member states shall coordinate their trade pollcies and -
relations with the other countries and with the regional economic blocs and
groupings in an effort to create the conditions and circumstances for equal
trade with the others. To achieve this obJectlve, ‘the member states shall
‘adopt the policy of coordlnatlng and organizing imports and exports, ‘shall co-
ordinate their policies to accumulate a strategic food store, shall conclude
economic agreements jointly, and shall exert efforts to develop a collective
bargalnlng power that bolsters their position when negotiating w1th forelgn
parties.'

In its seventh session, held in Abu Dhabi, the Supreme Council agreed to con-
tinue negotiations and contacts with the international economic groups, such

as the European Community, Japan, and the United States. Negotiations with the
European Community have made considerable strides. The latest meeting between
the two sides was held in Brussels last June. The GCC member states were rep-
resented at the meeting by Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal, the Saudi minister of foreign
affairs; by Rashid 'Abdallah al-Nu'aymi, the UAE minister of state for foreign
affairs; and by 'Abdallah Bisharah, the GCC secretary general.

Number of Citizens Taking Advantage of Unified Economic Agreement on Freedom of
Individuals To Engage in Economic Activities in GCC Member States

Country UAE Bahrain Saudi Oman Qatar Kuwait Total
Arabia

UAE - . 99 60 79 33 154 425

Bahrain - - - - - 1 1

Saudi Arabia 32 6 - - - 5 - 43

Oman 33 4 2 - 1 18 58

Qatar 40 32 - 24 14 - 9 - 119

Kuwait 3 2 53 - 1 - 59

Total 108 143 139 © 93 35 187 705

[Box, p 33]

Chronology of Unified Economic Agreement's implementation:

March 1983: Abolition of customs fees on national products; GCC citizens
permitted to engage in economic activities, including the practice of medicine,
law, engineering, and accounting; necessary facilities provided for transit
goods; transportation means owned by GCC citizens treated as national transpor-
tation means.
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March 1984: All GCC craftsman citizens permltted to engage in their crafts
in GCC member states without dlscrlmlnatlon or dlstlnction.

March 1985 Real estate ownership in GCC member states,

March 1986: Economic products permitted to be marketed in all member states
without the need for a local agent; national products given priority in govern-
ment bids; a joint agricultural policy; a unified industrial strategy; en-
vironmental protectlon in GCC member states,

March 1987 GCC c1t1zens permltted to engage 1n‘retail trade; beneficieries:'
permitted to obtain loans from GCC member states' industrial development banks
and funds.

8494/12859
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REGIONAL SRR : : ‘ . NEAR EAST

SUDANESE PM'S VACILLATION ON RELATIONS WITH EGYPT QUESTIONED‘
45040300 London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 15 Aug 87 p 24
[Article by Ihsan Bakr]

[Text] Despite the fact that more than 2 years have passed since the popular
rebellion in Sudan which toppled former President Ja'far Numayri's regime, the
question of Egyptian-Sudanese relations has not yet been resolved. There are
still many clouds in the sky of relations between Cairo and Khartoum. The -
relations are still vacillating between ebb and tide, between rapprochement and
estrangement, regardless of the friendly statements the two sides exchange
asserting the everlasting and special character of these relations, and
regardless of the never-ending numerous and continual visits during the past

2 years between Sudanese and Egyptian officials. Even the visit by al-Sadiq
al-Mahdi, Prime Minister and leader of the Ummah Party, to Cairo last February
which he made after a long reluctance on his part, has, contrary to B :
expectatioﬁs;‘failed to do away with sensitivities, misunderstandings, and
mutual doubts. : : - S

The fact of the matter is that relations between the two nations of the Nile
Valley havé reached a standstill, going one step forward, then one step (or
more) backwards. Following the popular rebellion in April 1985 and amid the
escalating revolution and enthusiasm, campaigns of criticism and doubts
concerning the relations between Egypt and Sudan were unleashed. The
integration and joint defense agreements received the lion's share of _
condemnation. It was said then that integration was a high-level meeting
dictated by Numayri and al-Sadat's personal interests. It was also said that
the sole reason and political objective for the joint defense agreement was to
ensure the means of protection and survival for Numayri and al-Sadat's
respective regimes. ‘ ' :

During the transitional government's rule, a series of decisions were issued to
suspend the integration process. - These included the cancellation of reduced
air fares between Cairo and Khartoum, the abolition of the use of integration
passes in citizen travel between the two countries, and the arrest. of a number
of Sudanese leaders responsible for integration programs and projects, as well
as the closure of the integration offices in Khartoum. In the face of all
that, Cairo observed a policy of self-restraint. It avoided a direct clash
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occurring with the new Sudanese leadership and coﬁstantly declared its welcome
for the Sudanese decisions, stressing that it is dealing with the new ruling -
regime in a legal manner. :

When al-Sadiq al-Mahdi came to Cairo after a long absence——after having toured
most of the Arab capitals (when Cairo ought to have been his first stop, for
such has always been the history of relations between the two countries and two
peoples)—-he proposed a fraternity pact as a substitute for the integration
agreement by which, as he put it in his own words, the mistakes of integration
which the high-level meetings had killed would be avoided, a pact which is
founded on the idea of unity. President Mubarak's agreement and response to .
the idea was immediate. The fraternity pact, as was drafted by al-Sadiq
al-Mahdi himself, was merely an ordinary statement which in its content and
text was no more than any traditional statement issued following visits by
senior officials in other countries. Egypt accepted the fraternity pact as
al-Mahdi wanted it. Several months after it was signed, no positive steps were
taken to implement any of its provisions. St . - )

All these changes in the Sudanese position or, more precisely, in the Sudanese
prime minister's position, occurred while Egypt was showing a great desire to
maintain the appearance of good relations, to avoid getting involved in v
confrontations from which neither country would benefit, and also to avoid an
differences that would affect the strategic ties between the two countries.

The question of the joint defense agreement remained untouched by any talks
about cancelling it or keeping it. It remained effective as Egypt, within the
agreeément 's framework, offered the Sudan successive deals of arms and equipment
free of charge over and above what was agreed upon in the military program
between the two nations. In addition, Egypt provided the Sudanese commanders
and officers with the opportunity to study in the Egyptian academies and °
institutes in the various specialties and armed forces services. The joint
defense agreement was being implemented side by side with the military
cooperation protocol that was signed between Sudan and Libya which some
Sudanese political forces sought to promote and considered a substitute for the
joint defense pact with Egypt. Then al-Mahdi suddenly came out with a
statement which made many people wonder about his reasons and motives. The
Sudanese Prime Minister said that the fraternity agreement which he signed in
Cairo with Egyptian Prime Minister 'Atif Sidqi cancels "all the previous
agreements and treaties between the two countries,” which was a clear reference
to the joint defense agreement. At this point Egypt was compelled to abandon
its earlier line and, for the first time, to issue a strongly worded statement
attributed to an official Egyptian source declaring that "Egypt has often made
it clear that it adheres to the joint defense agreement with Sudan only to the
‘extent to which Sudan adheres to it. Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi must frankly declare
that he wishes to cancel the agreement, in which case Egypt will not hesitate
to respond to him.” The Egyptian source concluded by warning that such
statements harm the relations between the two countries. :

Here we come to the question: What does al-Sadiq al-Mahdi really want from
Egypt, and how does he actually see relations with Egypt? :
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I would say that no one in Egypt or Sudan has a definite answer to this
question. Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi has adopted positions and made statements. In
some of these statements, he praised the eternal and historical ties with
Egypt, and in others he voiced much criticism and demanded the abrogation of
Sudan's agreements with Egypt. Had the matter of resolving the question of
relations between Sudan and Egypt been in al-Sadiq al-Mahdi's hand alone, it
would be easy to say that his statements constitute the final say in the
matter. But the matter of deciding these relations is not in his hand alone.
Rather there are also the views of the other political forces in Sudan, which
call for maintaining strong ties. Furthermore, the Constituent Assembly has
not made any decisions about cancelling or maintaining the agreements, or on
the right to determine the fate of these relations between the two peoples.

Nevertheless, we would put all these considerations aside and ask, just as a
broad sector of the Egyptian and Sudanese people are asking along with us: -
What does al-Sadiq al-Mahdi really want‘from Egypt? C

Proceeding from the principle of the eternal and historical ties between the -
sons of the same people, we call upon al-Sadiq al-Mahdi to initiate a popular’
dialogue on Egyptian—Sudanese relations, because the relationship between Egypt
and Sudan is stronger and more lasting than any statements which might be ™
necessitated by transient conditions or temporary calculations. ‘

13305/12379
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EGYPT o . _ - * NEAR EAST

THREATLOF KHOMEYNI?STYLE VIOLENCE DISCUSSED
45040304 Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 17 Aug 87 p 5
[Muhammad ai—Hayéwan@s "Word of Love" column]

[Text] There is no fear of Egypt being infiltrated by Khomeyni-style
terrorism and rebellion because all the signs indicate the contrary; they
confirm total failure of this terrorism after having harmed both itself and
Islam and having the Islamic world's respect. Yet caution is necessary be-
cause just as terrorism was aimed at the Ka'bah it could be aimed at al-
Azhar, and just as it exploited myths and legends in mobilizing Iran's
children against Iraq, it could likewise fool some of our youths.

Confronting and exposing the Khomeyni movement is the task of the media and
the imams, even al-Azhar.

Khomeyni's attack on the Ka'bah was his major downfall. His threats to Saudi
Arabia mean that he insists on committing crime and aggression against

that nation in its capacity as custodian of the two holy places, a role which
it is performing as well as possible. Khomeyni's order that his picture be
carried to the Ka'bah is polytheism and a call to idolatory.

Printing his picture in the Qur'an is the greatest of sins because it is a
photographed crime that cannot be refuted, just as his crime against the Ka'bah
was recorded with sound and picture which the Islamic world has seen. And

so Khomeyni deserved the Islamic world's contempt and scorn.

Khomeyni's failure within Iran is even greater, but it is not made public

nor known. We heard about it through foreign news agencies but we said that
they were exaggerating and were deliberately distorting Islam's image.
However, if we examine closely what happened in the Ka'bah, what is happening
on the borders with Iraq and in Lebanon, and the threats that are being made
against Kuwait--all this goes to confirm that Khomeyni's internal crisis

is worsening and that he is trying to cover up his failure through a foreign
peril that would once again rally the Iranian people around him and convince
the Iranian people of the need to export revolution and terrorism to every
place. ‘ :
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The most dangerous thing that the Khomeyni revolution has done was to appoint

the National Guard as the guardian of the Shari'ah, passing judgmerit on
individual intentions. Any Guard can decide that a certain person is an
infidel, or that a certain woman has violated the laws of God and so deserves
maximum punishment, which is immediately carried out. There is no law govern-
ing Iran. The Shari'ah faqihs disappeared from the scene after the Revolutionary
Guard assumed the right to pass formal legal opinions. They are merely ignorant
gangs driven by their desires; they interpret the Shari'ah any way they like,

and probe into people's minds, something which Islam has totally banned.

The situation in Iran is gloomy, and Iran's actions beyond its borders epitomize
terrorism, extremism, and violence which everyone rejects, including the Muslims.
The testimony of the Muslims in this regard is stronger than any testimony the
world could give. The Islamic world has condemned Iran's actions on the

grounds that they are a distortion of Islam and a departure from Islam's
propriety and tolerance, as well as contrary to its order to do good and shun
evil. Also, Iran's alliances expose its plan, because it is the ally of al-
Qadhdhafi and Israel. T : » U : - ‘

What is happening in ‘Iran is totally rejected in Egypt both by the masses and
the government, because these actions undermine the safety and belief of the
masses, and because extremism is alien to the Egyptian people. We did not
learn extremism from our ulemas, nor did it ever occur on our land. Perhaps
this is the reason why the seeurity authorities are careful in their search and
investigation, do not make charges against innocent people, and do not try to.
jump to conclusions. Instead they are patient and try to probe into the
heart of terrorism, because it is alien to us and -we are not accustomed to it.

The task of the Islamic groups in Egypt comes into play here. There is no doubt
that they reject Khomeyni's style.. They should reject this publicly. They
reject being accused of terrorism, and so they should behave within this context
by refusing to have terrorist elements in their ranks. The Muslim Brotherhood
in the People's Assembly practices democracy; undoubtedly'they are anxious to
maintain it because it is better than Khomeyni's style and more capable of
reaching the masses. ' o : '

All the conditions in Egypt are against Khomeyni. All the conditions in Egypt
require it to play an Islamic and Arab role. The Islamic group leaders are
first and foremost responsible for the acts of terrorism ‘that are taking
place in Egypt, which are new to the country. 2 S

13305/9716 -
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EGYPT | ; | . NEAR EAST

CATRO UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL DEAN DISCUSSES EMERGENCY LAWS
45040301 Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 4 Aug 87 p 2
[Article by Zakariyé Fikri]‘ : |

[Excerpts] The tutorial staff club at the University of Alexandria held a.
seminar on "the exceptional laws and courts" in which Dr Mustafa Mahmud, former
dean of the law faculty at Cairo University, participated. It was attended by
Dr Jalal al-'Adawi, dean of the law faculty at the University of Alexandria,
counselor ‘Mustafa Salim, head of the Court of Cassation, lawyer 'Adil 'Id,

Dr al-Shafi'i Bashir, professor of law at al-Mansurah University, and Dr Nabil.
Hashim, president of the tutorial staff club at the University of Alexandria.

Speaking at the beginning of the seminar, Dr Mahmud Mustafa said, "In its
ancient and contemporary history Egypt.did not experience such ugly laws, which
goes: to show that we have no legislators. . What we have.instead is a common
functionary who sits down to pass legal opinions as he likes. .The highest
authority in the country is the judiciary authority, and so neither the president
nor Rif'at al-Mahjub have the right to take it over.” T

- 1 B = .

Man is the Measure

Continuing, Dr Mahmud Mustafa said: ' "The subject of  exceptional laws and courts
is one that I have often discussed, wrote about, and lectured on at the bar
asscciation and the economy and legislation association. Speaking on this sub-
ject is like butting one's head against a rock, though repetition could be use-
ful, since the question concerns human rights. At one of the meetings, one

of those present asked me: 'Which of the eras:that Egypt has been through was
the best? Was it the revolution era, the era that preceded it, or the era after
_ it? Was it 'Abd-al-Nasir's, al-Sadat's, or Mubarak's era? I said that any era
which respects human rights is the best era, because man is the measure of every-
thing. Any regime that has no respect for human rights has no value regardless
of what it may have achieved, whether it built the High Dam or the subway train.
All this is worth nothing. When the people are stacked in buses like match- -
sticks, it is' a violation of human rights. When refuse fills the Corniche road.
or Abu-Qir street it is'a violation of human rights. The crowds that stand in
line at the cooperative societies' doors represent a violation of human rights."
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There Are No Legislators

"The law," Dr Mustafa Mahmud said, "is just general rules acquired through study
and experience. When a legislator deviates from these rules, there will be no
law to govern. At the earlier People's Assembly session, a debate took place on
the question of emergency law. A senior law professor dealt with the subject,
but...Dr Kamil Laylah himself said that the emergency law is not 'an exceptional
law because it was promulgated by the People's Assembly...Thus the People's

~ Assembly has the right to legislate laws as it likes. Strangest of all is their
claim that the emergency law is an ordinary law that is being applied in excep-
tional conditions. This is strange and contradictory; it calls for explaining
what is an ordinary law and what is an extraordinary law. I have said this in
the courts--that we have no iegislators, either in the government or in the ,
People's Assembly. There is nobody who is both qualified for legislation and
has the capability to refer back to.all the laws. We have numerous French and
English laws, but do we have anybody who refers back to them?"

Dr Mustafa Mahmud wonders, "When did the exceptional laws and courts come into
being? Was it before or after the revolution? In what era? A few years prior to
the revolution, the law of criminal procedures was promulgated. It was a law for
the innocent people because it provided safeguards for the innocent in accordance
with the legal principle "the accused is innocent until proven guilty.” Investi-
gation used to be carried out by a judge. There used to be a shortage in the
number of judges necessary for this; the Ministry of Justiée did not have a
sufficient number of them: So the minimum age of the judgés was dropped from 30
to 28 years. When the revolution came, the pickax of destruction fell on these
laws beginnong on 25 December 1952. Here dictatorship began to emerge; investi-
gation under the supervision of an investigating judge was abolished and was put
under the supervision of the chief of prosecution, which is a very serious viola-
tion. The chamber of ‘indictment was abolished in one of the most serious cases
and the matter fell into the hands of the prosecution alone. As for the emer-
gency law, which is an extension of the 1954 martial law, and which was officially
proclaimed under number 162 of 1958, it was the worst emergency law in the whole
world. I recall that when unity was established between us and Syria the latter
used to follow the'inveStigating judge system, but Egypt changed it to that

of investigation under the supervision of the prosecution instead of the
investigating judge. So instead of us rising to their level, we brought them
down to ours. Following the separation, Syria resorted to the investigating
judge system. In a lecture at the Syrian bar association, I strongly criti-
cized the Syrian government to the extent that the Syrian chairman told me,

'they will deport you.' When Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad listened to a ‘
recording of the lecture, he commented: 'These are the words of a university
professor and there is nothing wrong in them.' If this was Hafiz al-Asad's
reaction when he heard my talk, would anyone here say such a thing?" '

Constitutional Violation

Dr Mahmud Mustafa said, "The emergency law is a violation of the principle of
'no punishment and no crime except by law.' It should be restricted in its

use only for’wheﬁ“orders'are violated. There is no need for hard labor or non-
hard labor punishment. When the head of state proposes an emergency law, he
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would be violating the constltutlon because he only has executive power, but

by so doing he is assuming all the three powers, so he has the right to pass’
sentences of hard labor for life. This is the right of the legislative power
and the parliament. The emergency law gives the pres1dent the power of the
judiciary. This constitutes contempt of the ‘judiciary. The state's most 1mpor—‘
tant and highest authority is the Jud1c1ary. ~ The leglslator has no right to
say that Rif'at al-Mahjub is the highest power. W1th the emergency law, the
head of state acquires Jud1c1al powers; he rules. on the nature of the case or
refers it to court. That is, he has the power of public prosecutlon, and he forms
the court the way he likes with either civilian or military judges. The court
must exist at the time the crime is committed, and not after it. It should not
be speclally set up by the president of the republ1c after the crime has taken
place .

"In accordance with the emergency 1aw, the courts sentences cannot be contested.
Hartz, a professor of English law, said at one conference that 'martial law
means the absence of law.' For this reason Britain did not take recourse to
martial law, not even during World War II. When people speak today about the
sovereignty of law, I tell them that Egypt is not ruled by law! Rather the law
is applied to the weak; the innocent are being arrested without guilt and the
pollceare.overstepp1ng legal measures in order to terrorize idividuals and
search homes at night. After the Judlclary releases the detained persons, they
are arrested again. In the light of this, it cannot be said that we are ruling
under the sovereignty of law. The solutlon to the basic problem is to abolish
the emergency law. :

R Y

Milit'ary Laws‘

Dr Mahmud Mustafa asserts that one of the 1ll—reputed m111tary laws was
promulgated in 1966. It is the worst law in the world, and it incorporates
absolutely no guarantees [of rlghts]" It ‘was issued by Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir
"after he failed to contrel the Jud1C1ary It is said that,the Egyptian mili-
tary legal system is taken from the Engllsh system.\ But the English system
has a vast administration and the military judges are only jurors. The
British system gives a soldier the. choice to be tried before a military court
or an ordinary court. If sentenced by the military court, he has the right to
appeal before an ordinary C1v111an criminal court. But in Egypt we choose from
the law what we like and ignore much of it. I recall that I was part1c1pat1ng
in the committee for amending the penal code. We faced a problem with a cer-
tain text, and so I asked for the French penal code. 'What French law?' the
committee chairman asked me. 'We: cut -our galabla to our own size,' he said.

In the meantime, we have the common functlonary passing legal opinions, ' and
the legal principles we have are repetitive."

The Law for Detention Under Suspicion

"With regard to the law for detention under suspicion in Egypt it is similarly
found in all the Arab countries that were under Britlsh rule, such as Sudan,
Iraq, Kuwait, and Egypt.  The British did not rule Without these laws but
they never expanded them, while the revolut1onary government did expand them.
Customarily the law is not put to the test except when a misbehavior occurs.
We cannot test a case that is not apparent. This is illogical! '
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"The law for detention under suspicion" punishes anyone who is "reputed for"
committing crimes of destruction, theft, or poisoning of animals. The use of

the term "reputed" is illegal. Who is this person who is "reputed" for commit-
ting a crime? What is happenimng is a serious violation of the constitution and
the law. On the basis of my professorship I would say without bias in favor of
anybody that the government that respected human rights most was the Wafd govern-
ment. If we want to reform political life, the laws that were promulgated

since 23 July 1952 should be abolished."

Commenting on the talk, Dr Nabil Hashim, president of the tutorial staff club, .
said: "Thanks to the man who says the truth without' fear of blame. The public
is sick of the continual snake-hissing by the sycophants. Let this be - _

an opportunity to go back to sound instinct, that is, to listen to a man of law
and justice. Indeed, any regime that violates human rights cannot enjoy the -
people's protection, ‘and minority rule is always accompanied by violation of
human rights."

13305/9716
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN WARRING IRAQ‘DESCRIBED<
Amman AL—DUSTUR in Arabic 31 Jul 87 p 7

[Report on interview with I1hmam al-Zubéydi, member of the’Executive Bureau
of the General Federation of Iraqi Women, by Khulud al-Ja'uni in Baghdad; date
not given] < ‘ '

[Text] During our visit to sisterly Iraq as members of the Jordanian press
delegation invitated by the Iraqi Ministry of Information to cover the
August celebrations, we had a meeting with Mrs Ilham a-Zubaydi, member of
the Executive Bureau of the General Federation of Iraqi Women. Speaking
about the Iraqi women's role, she said: : :

Iraqi women have undertaken their responéibility in strengthening the domestic
front, the cohesion of the family, and the management of production in order
to meet the requirements of the battle in all fields and on all levels.

In the economic field, Iraqi women are regarded as the éffective and
influential factor in administering, directing, and managing the economic

and social affairs behind the frontlines. In this regard women are facing -
challenges which include maintaining production and increasing productivity
with a view to ensuring the mobilization of forces and resources in order to
confront aggression. Furthermore, consumption must be rationalized and
spending must be cut in the community particularly on consumer goods in order
to save hard currency for the country. It is known that because of the length
and breadth of the front with the enemy and of the fact that men, especially
the youth, join the military services and the People's Army ranks--the men
representing the basic manpower on which production in all the industrial,
service, and agricultural sectors depends--job vacancies have been created
which the Iraqi woman had to fill. '

Women's Social Role

Speaking about the Iraqi women's social role, Mrs al-Zubaydi said: The °
family is the society's basic nuclens. Society's strength and ability to

face internal and external challenges depends on the family's development and
cohesiveness. Relations within the Iraqi family are characterized by cohesion
and strong ties among its members. A woman shares with the man the family's

responsibility. In addition to carrying out the necessary domestic chores
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that are necessary to satisfy the various needs of the family members, caring

for the children, following up their education, and showering them with affection
that would compensate for the father's absence, she is also anxious to inculcate
in the children the various values of heroism and sacrifice. o

Women and the War

Speaking about Iraqi women's participation in the war, Mrs al-Zubaydi said:
Women's participation in this field is obvious. On the internatiomal. level
the Women had often played mayors roles in wars, whether in military combat,
nursing, operating behind the enemy lines, or working on the domestic front.

Iraqi women have sought to enlighten the female masses with the aim of
strengthening national unity in order to confront and thwart aggression. They
have also carried out their duty fully in supporting the battlefront and have
always declared their willingness to actually participate in the battle.

The Federation of Iraqi Women

Speaking about the activities of the Federation of Iraqi women, Mrs

al-Zubaydi said that it was formed on 4 March 1969. It is regarded to be one
of the fundamental gains achieved for Iraqi women because through it the women
have been able to exercise their positive struggle role in order to realize
total liberation through their participation and equality with men in building
the new Iraq. Belief in women's liberation and civilian rights has become

a matter of course in Iraq procedding from the principle of affecting changes
in society in order to develop it.

The Federation's Objectives

The Federation, she added, aims at raising the standard of Iraqi women by all
means possible, preparing them to play an effective role in the Arab nation's
battle, developing sisterly ties between Arab women, achieving progressive
unity for the Arab women's movement, supporting and assisting world liberation
movements, and achieving the best possible forms of solidarity with the world's
progressive and friendly women's organizations. The Federation is pursuing
every possible option in order to achieve its objectives. Its work in this
field is complementary to official and popular efforts to develop and liberate
society and achieve total liberation for women. :

Rural Women

With regard to rural women, Mrs al-Zubaydi said that women in the countryside
represent 44 percent of the total workforce. These women contribute to
raising production levels and developing the social and economic life of
‘rural women. She said there is an increasing number of women that favor
specializing in the agricultural field. The rate of women among those
specializing in this field is 21 percent of those holding vdcational degrees,
29 percent of those holding agricultural degrees and 22.5 percent of
university graduates in agricultural specialization.
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Ambitious Development Plan

q'She added: ‘Successive ambitious development plans have'béen acédﬁpaniéd by,‘

'an increasing demand for labor and an increasing response by women to the call
of work. The rate of women working in the processing industries is 10 percent,
There are various expanding programs aimed at developing the ability and ,
efficiency of working women. The rate of women in technological institutes is
19 percent, in agricultural institutes 28 percent, and commercial institutes

72 percent. As the number of women in factories and public services is
increasing, their effective role in professional organizations and trade

unions is increasing as well. The woman is represented in all the trade unions
and professional organizations. The leadership of trade unions and professional
organizations is today witnessing an active participation by their female
members who have reached the highest levels of professionalism.

Mrs al-Zubaydi said that women's participation in all professions and jobs is
increasing. Women today represent 46 percent of teachers, 29 percent of doctors,
70 percent of pharmacists, 15 percent of accountants, and 21 percent of public
servants. o

Concluding the interview, Mrs al-Zubaydi expressed her appreciation and
admiration for the Jordanian women who have assumed some of the most senior
posts and are contributing to all kinds of work with their education and
consciousness. She stressed that the General Federation of Iraqi Women is
proud to participate in the conference and occasions held by the Jordanian
General Federation of Women. . : '

13305/12951
CSO:  4404/0451
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OFFICIAL DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENT OF AL—'AQABAH FREE ZONE

Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 19 Jul 87 P 13
[Article by Ahmad al-Khammash "Flfteen—year Experlence w1th Free Zones 1n
Jordan'"] v B

[Text] Al—'Aqabah——The Free Zones Establishment is one of the kingdom's
vanguard establishments by virtue of its direct and 31gn1f1cant impact on the
Jordanian economy. :

Al-'Aqabah free zone plays a major role in. serv1ng forelgn trade and the
transit trade of goods transported by sea via al-'Aqabah Port.

To shed llght on this important and 1nfluent1a1 -aspect of ‘our local economy,
AL-DUSTUR interviewed :‘Muhammad al-Hanaqltah d1rector of al—'Aqabah free
zone, who sald . : C

Creation of Free Zones

Jordan's free zones were created in the 1973-75 period whlch is con31dered
a creation and experimentation period. .The free zones were created when the
government realized the beneflts “and advantages that could accrue to the
national economy, considering that these zones represent ‘important commercial
and industrial centers by virtue of the concessions, fac111t1es, exemptlons,
and incentives they offer to attract various investments.

This conviction was reinforced by the geographlc position and by the polltical,
economic, and security stablllty enJoyed by Jordan. ‘Thus, the year 1975
witnessed the free zone's birth with the growing demand for free zones. With
this in mind, it was decided to expand the areas allocated for the free zones
and the government decided to set aside nearly 2,000 donums for the free zone
at the city's eastern entrance on al-'Aqabah Airport Road. The Zzone includes
cold storage facilities capable of holdlng 6,000 tons of frozen goods.

Al—'Aqabah Free Zone's ObJectlves
AluHanaqitah added: Al-'Aqabah free zone's obJectlves include _encouraging

foreign investment, attracting Arab and foreign capital to invest in proposed
projects that will provide work opportunities and skilled 1abor for the
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creation and operation of industries, developing industrial exports, reducing
the deficit in the balance of payments, enhanching the public 'sector's
revenues, and strengthening its link with the national economy by providing the
raw materials or the infrastructures needed by the industries in the free zones.
The free zones also seek to transfer advanced technology and expertise to
Jordan, to encourage Arab and international cooperation, and to boldster local
and international development. ‘ : S

Free Zone's Duties

Regarding the free zone's duties, 'al-Hanaqitah said: One of the duties of

the Free Zones Establishment is to set up and develop the warehouses and
installations needed by the free: zones to insure their growth and prosperity,
to manage and utilize these zones and put them at the national economy's
service, and to develop international trade, the transit trade, and the export
industries. . - - : : ’ R

The zones also implement the rules and regulations of customs control and
currency control and provide the installations needed for this purpose.

Exemptions and Privileges

As for the exemptions and privileges enjoyed by projects set up in the free
zones, al-Hanaqitah said: Project profits are exempt from income and social
service taxes for a period of 12 years. The salaries and allowances of
non-Jordanian employees working in projects set up in the free zones are
exempt from the income and social service taxes.. . :

Goods imported in to and exported from a free zone to a foreign market are
exempt from import and customs fees and other taxes, excluding service and
salary fees. Premises and real-estate installations built in the free zones
are exempt from the building and land taxes. Moreover, capital invested in
projects is permitted to be remitted to the outside world in accordance with
the regulations in force. Products exported to the local market are exenipt
from customs fees to the limit of the value of the local materials, costs, and
expenditures involved in manufacturing such goods. ‘

Free Zones' Contribution to Development

Regarding the free zones' contribution to bolstering the national economy,
al-Hanaqitah said: 1In the 1974-83 period, al-'Aqabah frée zoné's revernues
amounted to 11.7 million dinars. 1In 1984, those revenues affiounted to 3
million dinar¥s as a result of the rapid growth of the transit traffic. In
1986, the revenues amounted to 617,472 dirars as a result of the economic
recession in the area. : o K - ' - '

As for the free zone's contribution to employment, a total of 1,000 employees
and workers are currently éemployed in the free zonets various sectors. The
area currently léased in al-'Aqabah amount to 160,000 square meters and a
total of 26 private-sector firms and éstablishments, mostly foreign firms
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dealing through Jordanian transport companies, have invested in the free zone.
The area prepared for goods storage amounts to 600,00 square meters.’

The following chart demonstrates the volume of goods entering and exiting - -
al-'Aqabah free zone: . . - ‘ oo B

Year s - Tons Entering BN Tons Exiting
1981 ~ - ‘ © 815,169 : 152,829
1984 T 278,139 : 205,462 ..

1986 80,228 , : 52,320
Problems and Impediments
Responding to a question on the problems and impediments experienced by the

free zone, al-Hanaqitah said: ‘ : :

A

The most significant obstacles impeding the free zone's performance emanate
from the fact that the' free zone concept is still a new concept to numerous
citizens and local investors. Moreover, reliance on customs revenues as a main
source of the state treasury curtails the activities of the other economic
institutions, such as the free zones. The customs law contains numerous
provisions which directly affect the freedom and flexibility of investment in
the free zones. There is an evident contradiction between ‘the customs law
and the free zone. The government is taking serious steps to eliminate these
contradictions. There is also a tendency to give the free zones a greater

and more influential role. AR : : ‘

Moreover, the Free Zones Establishment suffers because these are no Arab and
international propaganda and advertizing campaigns to help explain the
Jordanian free zones' benefits and objectives and to familiarize .others with"
the investment climate Jordan enjoys. The establishment is in the process
of creating a public relations and information department to take charge of
this task.

Moreover, the fact that the free zone has no warehouses and storage yards
located in the port itself creates. some loading, unloading, and handling
difficulties, thus saddling the investors with an extra burden and cost of
4-7 dinars per ton.

Furthermore, the law does not spell out the free zones' jurisdiction and
responsibilities explicitly and clearly. There is a contradiction between
some of the authorities involved, such as the customs service and the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce, and the investors. This contradiction deprives

the free zones of independent decision-making compatible with the investment
and the investors'. interests and makes it impossible to embrace a single-door
policy with the investors.

Future Aspirations

As for al-'Aqabah free zones's future aspirations, the zone director said:
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The Free Zones Establishment aspires for the modernization of its law so that

it may overcome the duality and contradiction with other laws. The establishment
hopes that the new provisions will offer greater exemptions and incentives than
those offered by the current law, especially since the new investment-encouragment
law has doubled the exemptions, benefits, and incentives. :

We also aspire for the establishment of a long-range economic strategy and

for management modernization through reinforcing the management with high _
qualifications and training its workers according to modern bases so. that these
workers may be familiarized with the free zones' concept and objectives.

The free zone is in the process of creating a special section to take charge of
solving the investors' problems with all the departments concerned so that the
investor's relationship may be confined to the free zone. The zone is also in
the process of creating a public relations department to take charge of the
tasks of propaganda and of familiarization with the benefits of Jordan's free
zones so as to encourage Arab and foreign investment. It is also necessary

to set up a special planning.and research department to draw up a long-range
strategy and to establish a vocational training institute to supply the
factories with skill and semi-skill manpower.capable of using sophisticated .
modern equipment. : - :

The establishment also seeks to set up a free zone within the port to serve
departures and arrivals via al-'Aqabah Port so as to strengthen the local
economy the way other international airports and ports do.

We also aspire to study the possibility of turning al-'Agqabah City into a
"free-city." This depends on the outcome of the study.

8494/12951
CSO: 4404/0444
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DECISION MADE TO OPEN WEST BANK VISITOR REGISTRATION CENTERS
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 12 Jul 87 p 2

[Article: "Four Centers to Open Today for Registration of West Bank and -
Gaza Visitors"] ‘ »

[Text] Amman--A source in the Public Security Directorate announced that it
has been decided to open as of today, Sunday, centers in ‘Amman, Irbid,
al-Zarqa', an al-Balqa' to register persons who wish to visit the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.  The source added that it has been decided that the
first center, located in Arwa Bint al-Harith School, Rainbow Cinema Street,
Jabal Amman, Amman Province, will register the names of inhabitants of
Jerusalem and Hebron Governorates. The second center, located in Her
Highness Princess Basmah Elementary School, close to al-Muntazah in Jabal
al-Luwaybidah, will register inhabitants of Gaza Strip. The third center,
in al-Husayn Elemeéntary Girls School, located behind al-Quds Cinema in Jabal
al-Hysayn, will register inhabitants of Nabulus Governorate.

The source added that the Irbid Rescue Police Section will register inhabitants
of Jerusalem, Nabulus, and Hebron Governorates whereas al-Balqa' City Police
Section will register inhabitants of Nabulus and Hebron Governorates.

Al-Zarqa' Refugee Camp.Police Section will register inhabitants of Jerusalem,
Hebron, and Nabulus Governorates.

The source added that reservations made at the bridge centers will be used as

a basis and that reservations for entry via King Hysayn Bridge will be started
as of next Wednesday and reservations for entry via Prince Muhammad Bridge will
be started as of Thursday, 23 July 1987, because dates prior to these two dates
are reserved for those who made their reservations earlier.

Public Security Director

On the other hand, Staff Lieutenant-General Engineer 'Abd-al-Hadi al-Majali,

the public security director, said in comment on what was recently raised about
the registration centers that practical experience in 1985 proved that the
number of people who wished to go to the West Bank and who contacted the
then-existing registration centers as within the limit of the numbers permitted
daily. : . :
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In a statement to the JORDANIAN NEWS AGENCY, the director added that facts
produced by practical experience motivated the officials to close the
registration centers. He pointed out that there was no problem in 1986 and at
the beginning of this summer and that traffic was normal and free of
complications.

He asserted that the problem surfaced only in the past few days because the
number of passengers exceeded the annual average due to the expatriates'
circumstances, to the school holiday, and to annual leave. This results in
increased transit traffic and in further hardship, for the brother passengers.

Al-Majali also said that the fact that this problem persisted for several days
caused the number of delayed passenger to increase and required several days
to absorb the unexpected increase in the number of people -planning to visit,
especially since most brother expatri