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PLO Accuses Bennour of Links to Busaysu
Killing

92AE0643B London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic
4Sep 92p 13

[Unattributed article]

[Text] The Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] has
accused Ahmed Bennour, Tunisian Security Chief under
former Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba, of having
supplied “extremely crucial information” about active
Palestinians to the intelligence service of a foreign
country, which in turn supplied it to Israeli intelligence,
the Mossad. This led to the liquidation of several of these
Palestinians and the arrest of numerous other Palestin-
ians in the occupied territories.

A number of Tunisian newspapers quoted an unidenti-
fied Palestinian security source as saying that the PLO
has certain information about the involvement of
Ahmed Bennour, now in Paris, in the assassination of
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Palestinian security official ’Atif Busaysu, which
occurred in the French capital some months ago.

The Palestinian security source mentioned that the
friendship between ’Atif Busaysu and Ahmed Bennour
due to their business together as officials in two Arab
secrrity agencies made it possible for the former Tuni-
sian security chief to know of the Palestinian security
official’s presence in Paris.

The source said that the security agency of the Pales-
tinian revolution learned the fact that *Atif Busaysu had
telephoned Ahmed Bennour from the German city of
Bonn and informed him of his arrival date in Paris.

On another front, an informed Tunisian source said that
Bennour was wanted in his country on charges related to
embezzling public funds, informing to foreign parties,
and establishing relations with some notorious Italian
Mafia families during his stay heading up his country’s
embassy in Rome.
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GCC Head Discusses Iraq, Iran

924E05494 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic
24 Jul 92p 8

- [Interview with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secre-
tary General *Abdallah Ya’qub Bisharah by Huda al-
Husayni—place and date not given]

[Text] The Arab Gulf region remains to be the focus of
concern throughout the world, in that the developments
it witnessed following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait are still
interacting and assuming multifaceted forms and the
consequences of the invasion have not yet ended. The
internal situation in Iraq is threatening to explode at any
moment since Saddam Husayn is interpreting UN reso-
lutions according to his interests; sometimes he complies
with them and other times he turns his back to them.
Meanwhile, the Arab Gulf states have agreed on clear
principles, most prominent of which is their security,
sovereignty, and their peoples’ safety.

A few days ago GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] Secre-
tary General ’Abdallah Ya’qub Bisharah toured the
major European capitals on a briefing mission. AL-
SHARQ AL-AWSAT had an interview with him this
week, in which he spoke about Gulf countries’ priorities,
which are, first, security and, second, economy. He
explained the Gulf countries’ new relations with the
Arab countries and the world. He said common interests
must be maintained and their base be broadened. He
said the Gulf region cannot be stable if Iran-Gulf rela-
tions are not based on mutual respect and on shunning
the export of ideologies and revolutions. He spoke at
length about the existing full coordination between the
GCC countries and the readiness of each of them to
strengthen its own national army. He stressed that the
GCC door has been shut both for entry and exit. [as
published] He denied that the Gulf countries are
financing a plan to topple Saddam Husayn, but said that
the kind of the existing regime in Irag is no longer
acceptable in these times. He spoke about the Damascus
Declaration, saying it is a new base that is expected to
include other countries “because Damascus Declaration
preserves the integrity and sovereignty of each state.” He
said the Gulf, Egypt, and Syria are implementing the
Declaration’s economic provisions concerning develop-
ment. He stressed that Damascus Declaration provides
that military-security cooperation is left to each country
according to its desire; in other words, it is to be within
a bilateral framework. The situation and the existing
conditions, he stressed, are still tense, and the “Gulf
rejects politial buffoonery.” He said every country that
stood against Kuwait is free to do so, but has to bear the
consequences. The following is text of the interview:

[Al-Husayni] Does the GCC have a clear view with
regard to the coming developments in the Gulf?

[Bisharah] I will speak about the GCC views. First:
relations within the GCC framework. The GCC march
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must be strengthened, particularly from "a security
aspect, because the economic, commercial, and human-
itarian aspects are already advanced. Most objectives
that cannot be achieved now can be achieved later;
however, the security aspect is one with which we cannot
gamble or postpone. Therefore, Gulf security action,
whether within the framework of building the Gulf
armed forces or cooperation between ministries of inte-
rior, is essential after having entered a new era in the
regional, Arab, and international relations. This is our
new Gulf perspective on the basis of which we are trying
to build the future relations between the GCC countries
and the Arab and foreign countries.

[Al-Husayni] During the Gulf summit that was held in
Kuwait, Sultan Qabus submitted a plan for building a
Gulf army, which it was said has been referred for study.
Now you are talking about a consensus of views
regarding the common dangers and discussing security
unity and security cooperation. But in the meantime
some [Gulf] countries have concluded separate defense
agreements with Europe and the United States. Where is
this coordination here?

[Bisharah] With regard to the first part of the question
concerning building a unified Gulf army according to the
views of the security committee headed by Sultan Qabus,
the project is now under consideration. The countries
concerned will invite committees specialized in this
matter to discuss its fate, whether it is feasible to
implement, how much would it cost, and what its rela-
tionship would be to the national armed forces of each
country. The committees will deal with all these matters
in order to submit a report to the next summit.

With regard to the GCC’s bilateral cooperation relations
with the world countries, the important thing is that the
Gulf countries are aware of the need to provide a
security mechanism and security tools within the bilat-
eral framework. In other words, the Gulf states believe
that there should be a deterrent to create security and
stability. Such deterrent would be built by the Gulf
countries and should be based on regional understanding
and through creating reassurance in Arab relations.
Ensuring commitment to covenants in Arab relations is
necessary. Also, the deterrent can be built through Gulf
foreign relations.

As for regional understanding, which forms the second
part of the future perspective, Iran-Gulf relations should
be based on understanding; that is, the parties should
understand that security must be established in the Gulf
and the Gulf passageways and that there should be
cooperation in protecting the natural environment of the
Gulf and its fish. Revolutionary language with rhetoric
that only generates instability and disturbances must
stop.

The biggest problem that we face in the region, whether
with Iraq in the past or with Iran at present, is the
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exploitation of ideologies in order to expand and domi-
nate. We demand that relations between countries
should be natural and normal.

[Al-Husayni] Ideologies are a cover-up for internal ambi-
tions. Do you have any guarantees that Iran has no
designs on the Gulf?

[Bisharah] No. We are sure that through understanding
and cooperation relations will be based on good neigh-
borliness, mutual interests, geographic proximity, and
closeness. We demand that Iran should stop using the
media for the propagation of material that stir distur-
bances and revolutionary rhetoric that produces nothing.
This is our right; it is also Iran’s right to expect from us
normal relations, relations that would be free from
extremist racism that has been characterizing Arab-
Iranian relations. Chauvinist and racist trends should
cease.

[Al-Husanyi] Did you ask Iran why is it arming itself?

[Bisharah] The Iranians have their own views on their
security and stability.

[Al-Husayni] Who is threatening their security and sta-
bility?

[Bisharah] They have been hurt by the Iraqi regime. I
believe that the Iraqi regime has hurt the neighboring
countries, the Arabs, and Iran. But this is another
question.

[Al-Husayni] As a party having relations with Iran you
are committed to respecting international rules and
principles. You have no designs to expand into Iran, for
example, yet you cannot stop Iran [from expanding].

[Bisharah] No, no. I would engage in dialogue in order to
prevent Iran from harboring any domination designs or
inclinations that would stir disturbances in the area. The
area would flourish with coexistence and good neighbor-
liness. What is needed is coexistence based on mutual
interests, legitimate interests, and trade development.
This is our view.

Our area has been harmed by futile ideological drivel.
We have been troubled. The Iraqi regime has disturbed
us with its nonsense. The Iranian revolutionary philoso-
phies that were projected at the beginning of the Iranian
revolution also troubled us. We now believe that the
regime in Iran realizes that mutual interests call for a
resort to dialogue. Such steps will be in everybody’s
interest. Logic and neighborliness dictate maintaining
Gulf-Iranian relations. They are also dictated by shared
waters and shared stability. There can be no stability in
the area without coming to understanding with Iran, and
there can be no stability in the Iranian side without
coming to understanding with the Gulf countries. This is
another aspect of Gulf perception of the future. With
regard to inter-Arab relations, Kuwait, which you knew
before the invasion, and of which I am a son, staked its
future and the preservation of its security on ethics and
the word of honor. What has happened? Because it
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believed in these principles, it did not develop the means
of protecting itself; it relied on good will. Kuwait was
part of “Plato’s Republic” in its humanitarian disposi-
tion and good will. But suddenly the Kuwaitis woke up
to find themselves in a disaster. Their country has been
stolen, their honor trampled upon, and their will broken.
They have been wiped out of existence as a country and
a people and their past and future have been erased.
What is unfortunate is that not only the Iraqgi regime
betrayed the word of honor but also eight other Arab
countries failed to uphold Arab legitimacy. The Kuwaitis
have felt that there is a fundamental defect in Arab
relations, and the reason for that was the failure to abide
by the word of honor or by the Arab League Charter, the
Charter that was laid down by Arab politicians and
statesmen on the basis that it encompasses independent
countries. What happened to our sovereignty? An Arab
army entered our country, occupied us, and caused
havoc. No, we no longer accept to go back to that
disturbing era of Arab relations. Inter-Arab relations
must be based on facts.

First: We are a sovereign country with established
boundaries. Everybody should accept that the bound-
aries exist, that they are binding, and that they should be
respected and documented.

Second: There should be commitment to Arab legiti-
macy; the Arab League supports this, but some Arab
countries reneged. :

Third: Inter-Arab relations should be based on mutual
interests and broadening these interests so that the Arab
world will be linked to the whole world and be in
harmony with the new world order. To say that we are an
isolated island or to talk about an Arab solution to this or
an Arab treatment of that is unacceptable because every-
thing is linked to Arab security and the Gulf security is
linked to regional and international interests.

[Al-Husayni] But the Damascus Declaration has not
been implemented.

[Bisharah] The Egyptian-Syrian-Gulf relations are based
on political coordination and consultation, as the Dec-
laration says. They are also based on economic develop-
ment, with concentration on the development aspect.

[Al-Husayni] You have omitted the military aspect.

[Bisharah] The military aspect in the Damascus Decla-
ration provides that security matters are to be handled
within bilateral arrangements between any of the eight
Gulf states and Egypt or Syria, or between two Gulf
states on one side and Egypt or Syria on the other.
Military cooperation would fall with bilateral arrange-
ments, not within a collective contract. But the impor-
tant thing the Damascus Declaration provides is the
building of future Arab relations on established facts and
internationally recognized borders.

[Al-Husayni] Did Syria approve this provision?

[Bisharah] Yes, yes.
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[Al-Husayni] With regard the Gulf countries only?

[Bisharah] No, but within the general declaration. This is
the basis. The Damascus Declaration is not only for the
eight {member] states. It is the new formula for inter-
Arab relations. The Damascus Declaration will be the
basis for inter-Arab dealings. As for the previous idea of
the big Arab entity that can be created by force, we do
not approve of it.

What’s important is the third part [of the declaration]
that deals with the Gulf foreign relations. These will
based on interests, understanding, and strategy. The
world has strategic interests in the Gulf. Kuwait has also
strategic interests in the world order. This is the future
role of the Guif countries after the disaster that befell us.
The basic thing in the relations is understanding and
harmony with the new world order.

[Al-Husayni] It is said that you support partitioning of
Iraq. Is that true?

[Bisharah] This is not true. On the contrary, the thought
of partitioning Iraq is a prescription for disorder, prob-
lems, instability, and a regional disaster. We reject this
thing because we do not accept disaster or calamity in
the region. This would mean Balkanization of the Gulf
and involvement in a whirlpool of wars, conspiracies,
and clashes.

{Al-Husayni] Turkey proposed entering northern Iraq
under the pretext of protecting Irag’s Kurds. Some
people saw in this proposal an attempt to annex Irag’s
Kurdistan to Turkey. Will the Gulf countries accept this?

[Bisharah] No, we do not accept this proposal because we
do not approve the partitioning of Irag. But we must
realize that the time when a regime is allowed to anni-
hilate a quarter of its people under the pretext of dealing
with a domestic problem has gone. We must realize that
the world cannot accept, neither does logic, that minor-
ities be annihilated because of alleged conspiracies.
Conspiracy stories are found inside dark dungeons; they
do not exist. They should be eliminated from dealings in
our region.

[Al-Husayni] You said the time of annihilating people is
gone. Now, according to the United States, there will be
a collective will for the new world based on democracy
and respect for human rights. Will the GCC be part of
this collective will?

[Bisharah] The GCC is a very effective institution of the
new world order with respect to the Gulf’s strategic,
economic, and political situation. The GCC countries
have a clean record with regard to human rights within,
of course, the traditional Gulf concept. We do not have
gas that we use against our people, nor did we build
torture dungeons, or decapitate people, or deprive them
of their source of livlihood. We are quite confident in
this regard because we respect this principle and respect
the international trend toward respecting the human
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mind and human ingenuity. The time of authoritarian
and dictatorial regimes has gone.

[Al-Husayni] You mentioned that there is coordination
between the GCC states.

[Bisharah] yes.
[Husayni] Is it on all levels?

[Bisharah] The GCC, of course, means changing the
shape of the area in all aspects of life, the most important
of which are the human, political, intellectual, and
strategic aspects. This means creating one expansive
Gulf confederation in the future. We hope that in the
year 2000 we will realize the objectives stated in the
basic political system, which is a Gulf formula within the
system of one expansive unified state similar to a con-
federacy. Therefore, coordination is underway in all
aspects.

[Al-Husayni] Of course, this includes establishing rela-
tions with the other countries.

[Bisharah] Yes.

[Al-Husayni] It has been noticed that when the situation
between Qatar and Bahrain once again became tense,
Qatar strengthened its relations with Iran. Does this
come under Gulf coordination?

[Bisharah] No, no. Gulf-Iran, Qatar-Iran, or Bahrain-
Iran relations proceed according to the principles laid by
the [GCC] summit, namely to improve relations with
Iran. I personally believe that the more we engage in
dialogue with Iran the closer we get to achieving these
principles and objectives.

[Al-Husayni] But Qatar signed a water agreement with
Iran.

[Bisharah] Water is a question of life and not security.
The agreement does not pose an in-depth danger in
Qatar-Iran relations. We want to convince all the Iranian
forces that mutual interests dictate our coming to an
understanding on Gulf-Iran affairs. We want Iraq to be
part of this organization in the future, the organization
of regional understanding.

[Al-Husayni] Do you not think that this common
interest will be very costly for you, more so than it would
be for Iran? It will cost you more.

[Bisharah] No, we want a regional understanding; neigh-
borly understanding that is the key to security and
stability.

[Al-Husayni] It is said that Iran has been the cause for
impeding the implementation of the military-security
aspect of the Damascus Declaration.

[Bisharah] This is not true. As I said, the Damascus
Declaration matters are proceeding well, particularly in
the economic and political fields. As for security matters,
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these are left for the bilateral framework. The Damascus
Declaration states will meet on 9 September in Doha.

[Al-Husayni] Certain European countries are contacting
the United States with the aim of relaxing their boycott
of Iraq preparatory to resuming relations with it. What
will your stand be in this case?

[Bisharah] This cannot happen. The situation is still very
tense. There is no European country that does not realize
that the Iraqi regime should comply with the Security
Council resolutions. Iraq’s new tricks and its defiant
rhetoric are unacceptable. There is international (Euro-
pean, Gulf, and American) resolve that Iraq should fully
comply with the Security Council resolution, particularly
the resolution governing the cease-fire. Iraq should not
benefit from the cease-fire and renege on its conditions.

[Al-Husayni] Certain European countries believe that
they did not get their economic share in Kuwait and
want, at least, to obtain their economic share from Iraq.

[Bisharah] All the world and all the countries stood in
support of international legitimacy and not economic
interests. If there are any commercial benefits to be
reaped, it is the right of these countries to reap them. But
the world came to Kuwait’s defense because the Iraqgi
regime is an outlaw in the human community. It is a
regime that is unacceptable on this planet. This and
many other similar regimes are unacceptable.

[Al-Husayni] You insist on talking about the Arab coun-
tries that supported Iraq and stood against Arab legiti-
macy, against Kuwaiti legitimacy in particular. You
cannot condemn a regime and a people by the same
standard.

[Bisharah] Sister, we saw on television those people
dancing in joy over our tragedy, others singing over our
martyrs’ blood, and yet others laughing in ridicule over
our plight. Your saying that there is a difference between
ruling regimes and people is wrong. What we saw in
Jordan was enough; mass demonstrations marched
against us in the Jordanian and Yemeni streets.

[Al-Husayni] I was in Kuwait and Kuwaitis told me that
not all the Palestinians who were in Kuwait were against
it.

[Bisharah] This is true. I am not saying that they were
against the Kuwaitis. But what I say is that the PLO’s
leadership was against us. ’Arafat was daily saying that
he cannot but stand with his own people. He used to
insist on saying this. In any case, we have learned the
lesson and it is now up to us to preserve our security in
a manner that is certain.

[Al-Husayni] Will you never reconcile with the countries
that stood with Iraq?

[Bisharah] We are in a civilized era, the era of inter-
twined interests. But there are the fundamental points
which I have just mentioned to you regarding commit-
ment to covenants of an Arab regime within its present
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boundaries; commitment to the Arab League Charter
that provides for respecting the boundaries, sovereignty,
and independence of every state. If any of these coun-
tries is exposed to threat or occupation, all the Arab
peoples should stand with it and fight with it. What is
required from us is to fight against whomever tampers
with this Arab regime. This should be clear to everybody.
Talk of an Arab entity or Arab [nationalist] rhetoric and
the use of force are all unacceptable. We are always
aware that such talk is “against” us and not “for” us; it
is not in our interest.

[Al-Husyni] Some people believe that the Damascus
Declaration was a reward for Egypt and Syria.

[Bisharah] No. It is an expression of the Syrian-
Egyptian-Gulf position that holds to the sovereignty and
independence of those Arab countries that have many
things in common. Without this there will never be
reassurance and, consequently, inter-Arab relations will
bear no fruits. Indeed, they would remain superficial
relations.

[Al-Husayni] Why is Iraq at this time in particular
harping on the idea that Kuwait is part of it? At the same
time, Barzan Tikriti has written an article calling for
unity between Iraq and Kuwait. Why is this timing?

[Bisharah) Because the Iraqgi regime decided to invade
Kuwait and was defeated. It wants future Iraqi policy to
be dedicated entirely to achieving this objective—by
reiterating allegations that Kuwait is part of Iraq and
that it was separated from it by an imperialist conspiracy
and later by a NATO war. Iraq wants to pass on this
policy to future generations. As for the drivel contained
in Barzan’s article it is a serious thing. He is drawing a
new map for the Gulf region that has nothing to do with
Iraq.

[Al-Husayni] Doesn’t Iraq have anything to do with the
Gulf region?

[Bisharah] Nothing to do, of course. It is true that Iraq is
in our area, but in his article Barzan Tikriti cancels
Bahrain, Qatar, and the UAE people while sitting on
Lake Geneva shores. This is an insult to our mind. But
this reflects what the Iraqi regime has in store for us. The
Iraqi regime thinks only of achieving its objectives, even
if through the use of repressive police methods and
violence.

Of course, we in the Gulf are facing a challenge. We shall
resist this regime. We shall resist it on the regional, Arab,
and international levels. We are aware that the Iraqi
regime is trying to whet financial, political, and territo-
rial appetites in the Gulf. We shall resist it.

[Al-Husayni] Do you think that the Western world will
once again to defend the Gulf and Kuwait in particular
should they be exposed to danger?

[Bisharah] Of course, of course it will come back. We in
the Gulf must make sure that the world will return [to
defend Kuwait] on the basis of mutual strategic interests.
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We must preserve international interests in the Gulf and
act with responsibility. Kuwait is not just some remote
rocks in the Atlantic or part of the tundra. Kuwait is a
strategic country linked to a Gulf system, a regional
system, and an international system. The Iraqi regime
was so foolish as to imagine that this system is easy to
break.

[Al-Husayni] Do you believe that Iraq will try again?

[Bisharah] I believe it will try again with different
methods, and the Gulf people must resist it. It should be
borne in mind that Iraq is now fighting for the last
chapter of its intellectual and political life.

[Al-Husayni] Is it true that you are funding a plan to
overthrow Saddam Husayn?

[Bisharah] No, we do not fund such plans. I personally
do not believe in such a thing and I am not enthused
about it. I believe that if a regime cannot be toppled from
within, nothing will topple it from without. It is true that
there are certain regimes that should be gotten rid of by
an international will, but personally I do not see that this
is acceptable. The Iraqi people must express their will.

[Al-Husayni] Barzan Tikriti also stressed the need for
Iraq to join the GCC.

[Bisharah] The GCC is for the six member states that
share their tradition, their present, and their future on
intellectual, behavioral, and social basis.

[Al-Husayni] Did you close the door?

[Bisharah] Yes, we have closed the door both for entry
and exit. The GCC encompasses these countries that are
alike. The Iragi system does not agree with the Gulf
individual. We in the Gulf have our own characteristics
and we would like to maintain them.

[Al-Husayni] After the UN inspectors were banned from
entering the ministry of agriculture and irrigation in
Iraq, Washington warned Baghdad that it could be
violating the cease-fire resolution and, therefore, this
could lead to dealing another military strike to Iraq. Do
you believe that dealing another military strike will
succeed?

[Bisharah] The Iraqi regime is defying the United
Nations over the question of inspection; it is also defying
the United Nations in the border demarcation com-
mittee; it is also defying the United Nations over the
question of peacekeepers in the north; it is defying the six
cease-fire terms. As I have already said, Iraq cannot
enjoy the cease-fire without implementing its six terms.
Therefore, Iraq should comply; if it does not, sanctions
will be applied against it.

[Al-Husayni] But many countries are not enthusiastic
about a new military strike.

[Bisharah] Yes, but in the end Iraq will comply whether
it likes it or not.
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{Al-Husayni] What is the situation with regard to border
demarcation after Iraq withdrew its team from the
special UN committee.

[Bisharah] The committee will carry on with its work
and will make recommendations which the Security
Council will endorse with a resolution. The Iraqi-
Kuwaiti will be delineated and documented and subject
to the UN option.

[Al-Husayni]] Would you explain the term “UN
option™?

[Bisharah] It means the Security Council has drawn up
the borders and the Security Council will maintain them.

[Al-Husayni] Using forces?

[Bisharah] Forces and arrangements. The Security
Council will maintain stability on the Kuwaiti-Iraqi
borders. This is an international obligation.

[Al-Husyni] Is it true what the German press agency said
about an Iraqi opposition conference is to be held in the
Gulf before the end of the summer in order to establish
an Iraqi government in exile, and that this government
will be headed by three administrators: Muhammad
Bagqir al-Hakim, a Shi’ite; Adib al-Jadir, a Sunni who
resides in Cairo; and a Kurd, who will either be Mas’ud
Barzani or Jalal Talabani?

[Bisharah] By God I know nothing about this. But all I
can say is that the Iraqi opposition should be effective
and united. It should pursue a clear policy and interact
with the new world order. We do not want obscurantism
and exclusivity because their time has gone by.

[Al-Husayni] Obscurantism, exclusivity, and interaction
with the world you are talking about—do you not think
that your insistence on being Gulf people and that you
are one bloc is some kind of obscurantism and exclu-
sivity?

ce flagrant racism nor hardline ideology. We do not
operate in the dark in order to topple regimes. We do not
resort to terror. Altogether we are of a good character
and would like to expand the base of regional and Arab
interaction found on interests. We do not pursue obscu-
rantism. Rather, we have our own characteristics.

[Al-Husayni] Expansion on the basis of interests and not
of brotherhood?

[Bisharah] That’s right—of brotherhood. We are linked
to a common heritage. But these links can be strength-
ened by common interests. As for abolishing character-
istics, it is something that we reject.

[Al-Husayni] On the occasion of 14 July [revolution
anniversary] The Sultanate of Oman sent a congratula-
tions telegram to Saddam Husayn. Is Oman playing a
special role?

[Bisharah] No. This is up to the policies of each country.
The GCC states too are independent states.
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[Al-Husyni] Reuters reported last week that a Saudi-
Palestinian meeting took place. It quoted PLO sources in
Tunis as saying that they are holding reconciliation talks
with the Gulf states, with the exception of Kuwait. It said
if these talks succeed, ’Arafat will visit the area for the
first time in two years. How true is this report.

[Bisharah] I have no information in this regard. Also, we
are not in a play where people fall in and out of love. We
are countries and interests. It is not as if the first act is
the beginning of falling in love and the second is recon-
ciliation [as published], and the third act is embracing
and making it up, and the fourth act is the finale. These
are like scenes from Anwar Wajdi [renowned Egyptian
actor] movies. We are states, interests, and facts.
Everyone who adopts a position is free to do so, but he
has to bear the consequences of his decision.

[Al-Husayni] Even if the [presumably the Palestinians]
apologize?

[Bisharah] There is no apology. Are we in a kinder-
garten? There are commitments to be met. We refuse the
saying that the clock has stopped for seven months then
resumed ticking. What kind of simplistic thinking is
this?

Now peace should be made [musalamah] with the Iraqi
regime. But how can this be done? I don’t know. The
climate now calls for mature peace-making, and not for
forgiveness where clear principles are violated. We
realize that there is no bravado in politics, nor are there
plays and clowns. These are facts. ‘

[Al-Husayni] Are you thinking of switching your dealings
with the PLO to the peace negotiations delegation that
consists of Palestinians from inside the country?

[Bisharah] It is not in anybody’s interest to divide [the
Palestinians] into inside and outside. I have met the
delegation in Madrid, and have found them to be respon-
sible people who deserve to be trusted. They do not
engage in nonsense talk nor do they dance on stages.

Syria, Egypt Agree on Economic Cooperation

924F 10884 Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic
4Jul92p 3

[Article by Fu’ad al-Shathli]

[Text] Dr. Atif Sidqi, Egyptian prime minister, and
Engineer Mahmoud al-Zughbi, Syrian prime minister,
signed yesterday the minutes of the final meetings of the
Egyptian-Syrian Supreme Joint Committee. The two
sides stressed the importance of cooperation and coor-
dination in foreign policy on all levels and also coordi-
nation between the two countries in Arab and interna-
tional economic meetings in order to serve mutual
interests. It was also agreed to establish markets in both
countries for domestic products and also to establish a
channel for continuous communication between cus-
toms authorities in order to complete the transactions

NEAR EAST 7

and to deal with the difficulties that impede commercial
exchange between the two countries. The minutes of the
meeting included actions to find the appropriate for-
mulas to expand commercial contracts through well-
balanced deals and also to speed up the preparation of
the unified form for tax collection and also to continue
cooperation between the two countries in the fields of
customs and tax laws. In the field of industry, it was
agreed to work to expand cooperation in order to reach a
stage of integration with a view of increasing and
expanding the level of commercial exchange between the
two countries. It was agreed to hold a joint meeting
within the two coming months for the officials for
standardization and measurements in both countries.
The agreement included coordination between the min-
istries of industry in the two countries to study the
possibility of exploiting the mines of phosphate and
exploiting marble and decorative stones and natural tar
and to exchange experts and experiences in these fields.

In the field of agriculture, the committee recommended
continuing cooperation in the field of plant mainte-
nance, reforestation, veterinary medicine, plague eradi-
cation, seeds, use of lasers and computers, documenta-
tion, and research on wheat and fruit-bearing trees. The
Syrian side requested to be informed of the Egyptian
experience in distributing reclaimed agricultural land to
college graduates to study the possibility of using such a
method. In the field of planning, the committee stressed
the importance of supporting and developing coopera-
tion and the continuous exchange of information
regarding training programs in the specialized institutes
of both countries. In the field of electricity, the com-
mittee concluded the final report of the economic and
technical feasibility study for an electrical link between
the electrical networks of Egypt, Syria, Jordan, and Iraq.
The committee agreed upon holding a meeting in Dam-
ascus during the month of October to be attended by the
ministers of electricity and energy in the concerned
countries and also to be attended by the director general
of the Arab Fund and the chairman of the Islamic Bank
for Development in order to discuss the results of this
study and its recommendations and to approve the

procedures for implementing the electrical link and

methods of financing it.

It was also agreed to continue cooperation and coordi-
nation relating to the local manufacturing of electrical
equipment and fixtures and to make use of the industrial
capabilities available in Egypt in the field of manufac-
turing metal towers, transformers and meters, repairing
electronic circuits and manufacturing spare parts and
parts for thermal generation stations to secure the needs
of the electricity sector in Syria. It was also decided that
the Egyptian side would send authorized representatives
from the Egyptian companies submitting technical and
financial tenders to discuss the offers to supply auto-
matic transformers and circuit breakers. It was also
agreed that a group of Syrian specialists would visit
Egypt to study the achievements realized in the field of
local manufacturing of steam generation stations and
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their spare parts, as well as the associated research
laboratory, with a view to planning future cooperation in
this respect. It was also agreed to exchange studies,
information, and experience in the field of new and
renewable energies in order to better define and evaluate
these energy sources, together with the technical and
practical training needed to exploit them. It was futher
agreed to establish and develop centers where this could
be done. In the field of oil, the committee noted with
satisfaction the steps taken to support cooperation
between the two countries in this field and also the
signing of the minutes of the meeting of the Egyptian
technical committee for oil and mineral wealth last
February. The committee also reviewed the progress
achieved by the two sides regarding the draft protocol for
technical cooperation for exchanging know-how and
experience between the Egyptian Ministry for Petroleum
and Mineral Resources and its Syrian counterpart. It
hopes to finalize the protocol and sign it as soon as
possible.

In the field of reconstruction, housing and infrastruc-
ture, the committee stressed the importance of com-
pleting the implementation of the decisions of its pre-
vious meetings. It was also decided to continue the
exchange of visits and meetings between the concerned
authorities in both countries to specify their needs in the
field of training and management for the water authority
and the sanitary draining authority and to agree upon a
plan of action in this respect. Also, they agreed to specify
their needs for chlorine cylinders and water meters and
to ascertain possibilities for their local manufacture in
both countries with a view to achieving integration
between them. It was also agreed to establish a joint
contracting company and to study the possibility of
treating the contracting companies of one country as a
national company in the other country. It was also
agreed to speed up the formation of an Egyptian- Syrian
working group to study the implementation of the
drinking water and sanitary draining projects in Syria
and the possibility of using the locally available material,
equipment, and pipes for these projects. The working
group would also prepare for comprehensive and inte-
grated urban planning in order to design procedures for
dealing with present and future cities in both countries.

In the field of transportation and communication, the
committee expressed its satisfaction with what has been
achieved so far, in particular, with progress in devel-
oping travel between the two countries. In the field of
maritime transportation, it was decided to hold a
meeting of experts from both sides this month in Cairo
to prepare the requisit studies to establish a joint com-
pany for maritime transportation, also to hold another
meeting for the joint maritime committee during this
month to study matters related to developing and facil-
itating the maritime movement between the two coun-
tries. It was also decided that a Syrian technical delega-
tion would visit the Egyptian shipyards that submitted
tenders to build a 2000 horsepower tugboat in order to
set the technical specifications and to agree upon prices
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and methods of payment. It was also decided to hold a
meeting in Damascus next August for the specialists in
the fields of planned transportation to set the necessary
foundation to prepare a technical and economic study
for the establishment for a joint company for cargo and
passenger transportation. As for communication, the
committee stressed the importance of increasing the
telephone lines of the two countries and speeding up the
procedures for activating the maritime cable between
Alexandria and Beirut after it was repaired and to
coordinate with the concerned authorities in Lebanon to
achieve this goal.

In the field of mass media, the committee stressed the
importance of completing implementation of its pre-
vious recommendations and decisions and to regularly
exchange radio and television messages on a bi-weekly
basis for the time being, provided that later on it will be
on a weekly basis within the framework of agreements
concerning the use of air mail or media offices to deliver
the documentary programs that need to be transmitted
quickly via satellite. In the field of tourism, the com-
mittee expressed its satisfaction with the increased
volume of tourist exchanges between natives of both
countries, noting that it was doubled between 1990-
1991, and also with the success of the Syrian tourism
week which was held in Cario at the beginning of this
year. The committee recommended inviting the Egyp-
tian side to hold its tourism week in Damascas this fall.
In the field of health and medicine, the committee
expressed its satisfaction with the current cooperation
and called upon the concerned authorities to continue
working to implement the decisions of the previous
sessions. It was decided to hold a meeting next
December for the authorities from both countries con-
cerned with specifying which Syrian [medical] commod-
ities are of an equal value to those imported from Egypt
in order establish a framework for balanced trade. It was
also decided to continue cooperation in training health
service employees, to continue the exchange of knowl-
edge and information, and to coordinate and cooperate
in the field of emergency medicine and the combatting of
epidemic and regional diseases. Finally, they agreed
upon an expanded program for immunization and coor-
dination between the two countries.

In the field of pharmaceuticals, the committee stressed
the importance of unifying drug registration methods
within a period of six months after which there will be
reciprocity of registration through the exchange of visits
and meetings. The committee stressed continuing the
exchange of Egyptian drugs and medical supplies for
certain Syrian commodities to be agreed upon in
advance and also cooperating in the establishment of a
joint industry for medical raw material.

In the field of social security, the committee took note of
the draft social security agreement submitted by both
countries, satisfied with the joint formula that has been
agreed upon and which shall be submitted to the con-
cerned authorities for signing during the next session. In
the field of business, a joint council was formed and
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commissioned to establish a plan for the future practice
of commercial and investment activities in both coun-
tries, also for increasing awareness of the products of
both countries, and for increasing and diversifying the
volume of commercial exchanges, along with efforts to
establish joint investment projects economically profit-
able to both countries using shared capital from Egypt
and Syria. It was decided that the committee would hold
its next session in Cario next January.

Textile Industry Facing Expansion Obstacles

92A4F1134A4 Paris LE MONDE in French
28 Jul 92 p 27

[Article by Pierre-Angel Gay: “Textiles: The Maghreb’s
Resource™; first paragraph is LE MONDE introduction}

[Text] Nothing predisposed Morocco and Tunisia to
become ‘“major players” in the ready-to-wear clothing
industry. Last year, however, the Kingdom of Morocco
became the premier supplier of clothing to France. It is
an impressive but fragile success.

Rabat (From our special correspondent)—We are on the
Rue des Consuls, below the kasbah of Les Oudaia. The
vendor turns toward the tourist passing by and offers
him polo shirts and T-shirts signed Lacoste or Hugo
Boss. They are undoubtedly counterfeit, and are sold for
a handful of francs.... This scene is repeated at every
stop, from Tangier to Marrakesh, from Fez to Zagora. It
is domestic and commonplace. It would be unfair and
incorrect, however, to retain—of this Morocco that is
making such great strides—only this image of counterfeit
goods and petty trade. In only a few years, the kingdom
has established itself among the “major players” of the
ready-to-wear clothing industry.

“Ahead of Italy! Would you believe it!” Incredulous, the
French professional does indeed find it hard to believe.
“The Moroccan garment industry rose in 1991 to the
front rank of France’s suppliers,” he added. The statis-
tics are there to confirm this development. With last
year’s exports to France totaling 3.4 billion francs, the
Kingdom is far out in front of Italy (2.6 billion francs),
for Italy—whose expertise and strong position had
appeared to make it invulnerable—is now also being
pressed hard by Tunisia (2.56 billion francs). This
upheaval in the hierarchy is no accident, to judge by the
figures for the first few months of the year; it has already
made the southern shore of the Mediterranean a major
partner in the French clothing industry.

Manna From Abroad

There are 1,500 textile and clothing firms, with a total of
180,000 employees, 150,000 of which are in the clothing
industry alone.! Dozens of factories are springing up in
the unfinished suburbs of Meknes and Casablanca....
Nothing seems able to stop the irresistible progress of a
Morocco that already has a population of 27 million.
The abrupt decline in investments (down 17 percent in
1991) following the Gulf war is now a distant memory.
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The manna from abroad is returning, stimulated by the
unpublicized abandonment of the law concerning
“Moroccanization,” which since 1974 had obliged for-
eign firms to transfer 50 percent of their capital stock
and the post of CDG [president-CEO]. The government
avoided a debate in Parliament and rescinded the decree
of implementation.

“At the present growth rate,” Mohammed Lahlou, pres-
ident of the Moroccan Association of Textile Industries
(AMIT), says with satisfaction, “we will have a work
force of 400,000 by the year 2003 or 2004.” That would
be more than are employed today in the French textile
sector, which is shrinking at the rate of 15,000 employees
per year and will never again exceed 350,000.

Tunisia is doing equally well. With approximately 1,700
companies and 95,000 employees in the “structured”
sector alone—and even more in the artisanal sector—
Tunisia has succeeded in attracting foreign firms by
adopting, in 1972, a law favoring investments in the
export industries. German capital rushed in, followed by
French and then by Italian capital.

The results are there, with annual exports of the textile
sector accounting for 35.8 percent of Tunisia’s total
exports; a steadily increasing trade balance (offsetting
imports by 113.4 percent in 1987 and 120 percent in
1991); and specialization (in slacks and denim gar-
ments) that had become essential. “Tunisia has more
export companies than Morocco, and our markets are
more diversified,” Sassi Bahri, secretary general of the
National Textile Federation (Fenatex), says with satis-
faction.

Uncertainties

From the corporate headquarters in Casablanca to the
elegant restaurants in Carthage, however, one hears the
same lament, namely that Morocco and Tunisia do not
belong—at least not yet—to the exclusive club of the
“dragons” of the textile and clothing industry. To be
sure, the disturbances in neighboring Algeria could, over
the long term, tarnish the image of the Maghreb. There is
also the upsurge of Muslim fundamentalism in Tunisia,
which has for the moment been contained: “The uncer-
tainties that for so long hung over the post-Bourguiba era
have now been dispelled,” government officials and
manufacturers alike are insisting.

Inequalities

Last, there are the possible consequences of the obvious
social inequalities that exist in Morocco—consequences
that are feared by some foreign entrepreneurs and the
mere mention of which annoys the spokesmen in Rabat
and Casablanca. “We need a middle class, not just
fundamentalists,” is the angry comment of Hassan Abou
Ayyoub, King Hassan II’s minister of external trade. “To
accomplish that objective, however, one must first pass
through certain historical phases and initiate a process of
industrialization. We need to create our own Schneiders
and Peugeots,” he said.
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These are challenges to which certain specific challenges
that relate to the textile and clothing industry have just
been added: namely, the challenge posed by the trend
toward specialization in the ready-made clothing field—
that segment of Maghreb industry that is the poorest in
terms of technology and capital; the challenge posed by
the gradual opening of national borders—a sacrifice that
Morocco and Tunisia have decided to make; the chal-
lenge posed by the lack of diversified markets, inasmuch
as EEC absorbs the bulk of the exports of the two
countries (approximately 80 percent in the case of Tuni-
sia); and above all, the challenge posed by the shortage of
skilled workers and especially by the lack of experienced
managers.

“Technicians? I'd hire them on the spot,” Abdel Hamid
Sabbagh, founder of the Fantasia company, explained at
the Seventh International Textile and Clothing Exhibi-
tion. “In just a few years we have gone from an abun-
dance of manpower to a scarcity of manpower,” chimes
in Chedly Chtourou, the technical director of Lee
Cooper, whose factory in Bizerte is nonetheless one of
the jewels of the textile industry in Tunisia.

But it is the external shocks that promise to be the most
dangerous. The establishment of the great single market
in 1993—together with the new competition from
Eastern Europe whereby investments are being rerouted
toward Poland, Hungary, and even Romania—is partic-
ularly reinforced by the anticipated dismantling of the
multifiber accord (AMF). Because it would reintegrate
the textile and clothing industry into GATT (General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) and eliminate all
quotas, dismantling the accord would in practice termi-
nate Morocco’s and Tunisia’s privileged access to the
EEC market.

Cost Per Hour

“Tunisia is expensive,” says one alarmed industrialist
who claims he cannot produce a T-shirt for less than 11
francs whereas a recent buyer had offered him 4.7 francs.
With a trade unionism that is “reasonable” but well-
integrated historically into its society, and with a social
policy that provides public assistance but is accompa-
nied by very low productivity, Tunisia can no longer
claim to be among those countries that have very low
labor costs. A recent study published in the COURRIER
DE L’INDUSTRIE? figured the average hourly cost of
labor at $2.82 as of the summer of 1990—a cost that
placed Tunisia ahead of Portugal but also ahead of
Mexico, Brazil, and Turkey.

According to the same criteria, however, Morocco is still
far down the list, with an average hourly cost of $1.28
(compared to $0.85 per hour 10 years previously)—a
comparative “advantage” that is steadily diminishing.
“In a period of a few months,” says the Moroccan
Association of Textile Industries (AMIT), “the min-
imum wage was raised three times—by 10, 15, and 10
percent, respectively—substantially more than the rate
of inflation.” Faced with the competition from Sri
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Lanka, Indonesia, China, and even Egypt, the Maghreb
(should it complain?) needs henceforth to offer some-
thing other than cheap manpower.

Morocco and Tunisia are reacting, each in its own
fashion: precisely and methodically in the case of
Tunisia, which is making plans for employment and
diversification both downstream and upstream. Tunisia
hopes to develop its cotton production and decrease its
imports of supplies, as explained by Ahmed Sellami,
president of the National Textile Federation. “Last
year,” he said, “we imported 165 million meters of
fabric to make clothing for reexport. Our objective is to
be producing, five years from now, 57 million of these
165 million meters—35 percent of the total, representing
an increase of 6 percent per year.” The plan is counting
on the creation of 8,000 jobs per year.

Upgrading

On the other hand, in a Morocco that is traditionally the
more capitalist country, there is no plan. “You do not
create jobs by decree,” the minister of external trade
says. “In France itself, plans for the textile industry have
not always yielded the expected results.” But his col-
league Abdellah Azmani, minister of commerce and
industry, is on the same wavelength as the entrepreneurs
when he speaks of diversification and increased produc-
tivity. “To meet the competition,” he says, “we will
certainly have to attract the maximum of investment
capital, but we will also have to upgrade our labor force,
as the countries of Southeast Asia have been able to do;
practice economies of scale; assert ourselves in the area
of finished products; create international trading com-
panies; and lastly, develop our own stylism salons.”

Stylism: it is a slovenly word...or perhaps it bespeaks
ambition. Moroccans and Tunisians do not want—and
are unable—any longer to be content with orders from
the principal French and European purchasing centers.
Some of these centers, says one manufacturer, have their
eyes riveted on prices and are capable “of urging you to
invest in new machinery so that they can more readily
drop you later on in favor of a cheaper supplier.”

The clothing manufacturers of the Maghreb should—like
their European counterparts—develop quality, a policy
on trademarks, and a “just-in-time” inventory policy.
And they should exercise control—to the extent possi-
ble—of their relations with their customers. In short,
they should seek out markets that—according to one
executive—*place more importance on delivery dates
than on price.” It is a formidable task for firms that often
belong to the category of PME [small and medium-sized
businesses].

From Tunis to Casablanca, there is an urgent call for
establishing a genuine partnership between French and
Maghreb firms whereby the former would contribute
expertise and a distribution network and the latter would
contribute prices that are still low enough for the French
manufacturers to retain their market share. “The French
should invest massively in Morocco, if they want to
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compete with the Far East,” declared the CEO of Gro-
matex, Abdallah Hasnaoui-Amri. “We are a suburb of
Paris and of Rome,” Moncef Marcous, president and
CEO of Moderne Confection [Modern Clothing] of
Tunis, agrees. “We are a suburb of Paris and Rome,” he
says, fully aware that of all his options, this is his best
bet.

Footnotes

1. Of these 1,500 firms, 25 percent are partly, and 10
percent wholly, foreign owned.

2. No. 58, May 1991

Indonesian Paper Interviews Ali Kafi

LD0409102192 Algiers Radio Algiers Network in Arabic
0800 GMT 4 Sep 92

[Text] In an interview with the Indonesian newspaper
MEDIA INDONESIA, Higher State Council Chairman
Ali Kafi has commented on the new world order and the
effects of the e