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FOREWORD

This publication was prepared under contract
by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS FE-
SEARCH SERVICE, a federal governmwent organi-
zation established to service the translation
and research needs of the various government

departments.
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THE CONTRAST BETWEEN TODAY AND YESTERDAY -
DESCRIPTICN OF LAC XAY MINING AREA

- HNORTH VIETNAM -

[The following is a translstion of an
article written by Do Thanh in lso
Dong (Lavor), Haneci, No 786, 16 Au-
gust 1960, page 3.]

In Lac Kay, every time the words #Gam-duong Mines"
are mentioned, everyone 1is struck with horror. The past
fills our memoriss with dreadful remembrances of the suf=
ferings of families who had sons and rélativas working
asvmining laborers under the French and Japanese reglmes,
Gambliﬁg; drinking, wowmen, and illnesses destroyed thelr
lives. ' few men among these, lucky snough to be still
allve, returned home looking like ghosts, With grayish-
black skins, they looked vorn-out, and were feverish be-
cauge of malarisa, 1

Thus were the pictures of the Cam-duong Mines

in the o0ld time; today, fortunately, under the strong
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area now gnown as the "apatlite mining area,” one could

slresdy ree workers, trylng to learn about the nature of

the soil in the forest. Following these workers other

g

groups came Lo construct the mine, 4D the beginning,
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therse wera & Tew worksrs who were stlll haunbe

sdequate and llves wepre difficult., Now, everybhing 1is
cusnged. The scunds of the mines, of boring and ssosp-
ing wachinss cover the wnining ares day and nioht,

Sinuousn traing, rﬁ@@mbiimg glant gnakes, hug the
mountain-asides, At Fome-han station, standing in front
of the siation and looking up, ouz can sse & chain of
two-story housss with red roofs end walls aTill wel with
paint. The poerery reminds one of vacatlion palaces along

#

the coasgt of the frimes in Soviel Russia, or the "golden

Men and women workers 4D the construction [force]
building the Laso Xay mining ares are all stroug and heal-

thys everyone is contributling enthusiastically in making

0
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the arez more begullful every day.
ﬂfFram being an isclated area, far from markets

and witﬁ & sparse populatlion, the mines have become 2 city
full of sctivities and fun, Depértment stores have been
opened to serve the miningwconstruction force, ;Supply

- depariments have besn increa&ed and well orgenized, The
mine owns 100 cows, 1,000 chickens, ducks and plgs, snd
well=kept vegetable gardens, Cows and pigs, when firsi
bought, were small and skinny; today after receiving a
short time of good eare; they have galned welght and are
good sized, |

This construction Lunit] is the best unit in Lso
Kay in improving the lives of workera; it is gelfwusuf fim
clent in the basic foodstuffs. Followlngs are exsmples:
In the first half of 1960, the supply dspartment bas
provided workers with 27,515 kilograms of pnrk, 5,788
kilograms of beef and 8,340 kilograms of bean cakes, in
clu&ingvsame 10 tons of supplementarj food such as cakes,
dumplings, delicacles, ete,.

Profits from cattle ralsing and openling of can-
teeﬁs are uséd t0 better the workera' lives: morecver,
wages are aslso pald to the 1% workers who help 1in raising
the eattle, Moreover, prices are lower here than that

in the surrounding cities. There are also nurserles
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