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THF. PHONETIC ALPHABET AND THE
CULTURAL REVOLUTION
Lf The following isa full translation of the speech by LI.
Chin-hsi to the Second Session of the Second National People's

Congress of Communist China, in Peiping in April 1960, as carried

in Jen-min Jih~pao,Peiping, 14 April 1960, page 12;7

Deputies:

1 fully endorse the reports Qf.Vicg Premiers Li Fu-chun, Li
Hsien-nien and T'an Chen-lin. ‘

Under the correct 1eadership of the Party, workers fﬁr the
reform of our language are joining the broad masses in the parti-
cipation in '"the strugsle for the reform of toolsband the improve-
ment of operational methods", within the_scopelof’educatign, and
.strivingté guarantee that educational, scientific and cultural
enterprises will "better coordinate with and promote the big leap
forward in indsutrial and agricultural production.”

In his speech on "Learning Characters with Phonetic Aid is
an Effective Weapon to Accelerate the Acquisition of Knowledge by
Workers and Peasants," Deputy Li Hui gave an overallaccount of
the experiences a-d gigantic achievements in tﬁe promotion of
the use of phonetics for the study of characters in Wa-jung Hsien,
Shansi. -

In his speech on "The Han Language Phoneticization Frogram

is an Effective Weapon of the Cultural Revolution," Deputy Hu Yu-
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chibh has reported conditions he witnessed during his visit to

four hsien, one murlclpallty and more than ten people's com:unes
and administrative areas in Chin-nan 8 cial Administrative
District, Shansi, in connection with the use of the phonegtic
alphabet for the elimination of iliiteracy and the promotion of
"pu-tungﬁhua"[ﬁandari§7.

I do not propose to repeat these two speeches, but merely
tc set down here my personal views.

The important development was the adoption by the Fifth
Session of the First National feople's Congress in February 1958
of the Program for the Phonetization of the Ban Language. This
program was the general summarization of the efforts of the
Chirnese people in the creation of a phonetic alphabet for the
HBan langiage over the past 60 years. In many localities,'the
Prorram as been used for two years as the tool to overcome dif-
ficulties in the study of the Han language. By now, the achieve-
menss are reflected in the following situations:

First, the rural areas has witnessed a scarcity in the supoly
of books. In Wan-jung Hsien alone, @urin@ the past four or five
months, 3%%,000 bocks of reading material with phonetic aids were
sold. BEach time a ' ew shipgment of Mooks arrived, the peasa:ts
gueued up to buy them up. This was historically unprecedented.
Visitors were stimulated into remarking, "This only is truly the
e:imination of illitéracy.“

Second, in the lower grades of the primary sch:ol, the
younger brothers teach their elder brothers. This is not a
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situation which applies only to individgal cases. When a child
who had studied the phonetic alphabet during the first term
reaches the second term, he is able to read new characters with
the aid of the phonetic élphabet, and of coufse when.the text

is fully phoneticized. The elder Wother who is in a higher
grade had not learned the phonetic alphabet and is necessarily
checked by every new character he comes upon.  Accordingly, if
we are planning the shortening of the primary school éourse from
six years to four years, no problems should arise over the
language coufse so long a2s we reform the text books.

Just as in the case of technical.reform and the technolo-
gical revolutixn, in the cultufal revolution our concrete task
lies in everybody "participating in the struggle for the reform
of tools aﬁd improvement of operational methods, cowmbining pract-
ical efforts,'diligent efforts and skillful efforts." For many
years we have been confronted with the fact.that the Han charact-
ers are difficult to master, and we»all have wanted to cvercome
the difficulty through edusational tools and methods. Today,
under the correct leadership of the Party, just as in the tech-
nical reform.and technological revolution on cther fronts, before
s there have emerged many alarming achievements. Let me bhorrow
two slogans from language'reform work in the past, aud give a
not very "artful" interpretation of the term skillful efforth.
It is: "Read the moks first, identify the characters later." This
refers to reading. As to writing, let us "forget the character,

and write the sound.®



When we say Yread tﬁe book fipst and identify the characters
later," we mean that we should first read the first column in
the phonetized reading materials and then gradually identify the
Han characters in the next column against the phosmetic letters.
We do not have to wait for the acquisition of a knowledgé of two
to three thousand Han characters before we start reading books.
Nor do we suggest that reading and the identification of the
charactersbbe divided into . two stages for study, one after the
other. In practice, the student gets gradually acquainted with
the Han characters in his phonetic textbook, and the more he is
familiar with them, the éreater is his acquaintance with ﬁhem.
0f course, under present environments, he meets with the Han
characters everywhere.

The campaizn fer the elimination of illitefacy is deveioped
principally among aduits. As Deputy Mao Yi—sheng stated in
his speech on the "Technical Reform of Sparetime Education,"
the iliiterates in generall are not completely culturally blind,
but only "charcter-blind." Accordingly, we only nged phonetic.
reading material which relegates the "characters™ to a secondary
position. We read according to the sound given, '"the sound enters
cur ears and we register it in the mind." fThe masses of workers
aud peasants urgently seek knowledgé, and it is naturaly that
there should occur éuch episodes as seen in Wan-jung where the
peasants queued up to buy books and borrow books.

As to primary school children, at the lower grades, we may
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also‘develop vigorously among them the reading of phonetic
materials. The childrenvery actively want to read. They have
spent overa month to study the phonetic alphabet. Inside their
satchels are not only their textbooks, but also a few phonetic
books. They complain that when they go to buy books with their
mothers,‘they find they had read them all. They ask the teacher
why more books are not published.

The "phonetic books™ the children read have extensive con-
tents which often exceeded the scope covered in their text books.
There is scientific knowledge, and there is also revolutionary
history. These not only promote the growth of their knowledge,
but also rapidly increase their'iapacity for reading so long as
we do not demand that they learn the Han characters. However,
as they read more "vhonetic books", they also have ﬁore opportu-
nities to get into contact with the Han characters. Those
characters they have studied in the class ro:m, with repéated
contact, become more deeply entrenched in their minds. Toey
have a better understacding of the meaniags. As to those
characters not studied in the textbooks, the phonetics help
them to understand a little and repeated contacts will add to
their knowledge. S, these children also sing in praise, "One
we master the phonetic alphabet, our knowledre of Han characﬁ—
ers lncreases day after day."

If we are to reform our official normal educatioqal system,

and reduce the term of the primary schocl, the language course
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provides the kéy subject for the reform of the curricula. The
first book of the Experimental Language Reader used in the lower
primary‘schOSlsin Peiping Municipality contains only 202 new words.
After completing the eilght readers in four years, when a cnpild is
already 11 or 12, he willi still have acquired only a knowledge of
about 2,200 characters, still more tha: 1,000 short of the 3,500
Han characters in general usage.

If we are to carry out the reform of the textbooks, my view
ig as follows. The first book of the Language Header will include
the more than %90 characters which have been chosen to serve as the
standard sounds of the alphahetization program and‘these words
should be appropriately written info texts to be taught. Let the
chiidren get acquainted with them, and from then onward, whenever
they take up a pnonetic text ok or any other phoneiic reading
material, theyﬁare familiar with the first column, and this snould
lay firm the foundation of l;nguage study. The language readers
wiich have been prepared with the pfimary goal of making the stu-
dent learn the characters may now be reformed and developed into
resders with the goal of promoting the languag% study of the child-
ten and enriching their general knowledge. These tertboo:s are not
suppressed, they are not turned into backward materials.

ks to"forgetting the character, but just wiiting the sound,"
we mean that when we write something, and sometimes we cannot
reproduce a character, we just forget the thing and use the pronetic
alphabet as substitute. This should be an acceptabléiconditinn,
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though we must be careful to use the Peiping prcnounciaéion, and
not adépt native dialects at random, to achieve national unﬁﬁimity
£0 that‘the written thing can be read everywhere, to prevent the
diversification of the Han language. In other wofds, the populari-
zation of pu tung-hua and the uiification of pronounciation is
precisely the prereQuisite to "forgetting the character but ﬁritingv
down the sound."

Accordingly we find'éhat in the iLliteracyAelimination came
paign in Wan-jung, because the reading of phonetic materials
promoted the urge to writing, the rural poets and chiefs of the
production teams took up ﬁheir pens and started writing. When
they came upon words the Han charactérs for which they codld not
write, so long as their trend of thought was not interrupted, they.
were not restricted by the handicap, and used the phonetic alphabet
as the substitute for the Han charucters. When they had finished
‘the composition in hand, they would look up the dictionury and
put in the Han characters that had eluded them at first.

The primary school children, too, from the beginning of tpeir
study in Grade I, are alle to ugse the phonetic alphabet for the
writing of short sentences and even short compositions. They are
also permitted to use the phonetic alphabet in writing longer
letters of application for admission to the‘/&oung Pioneeg] Corps.

All this is merely a preliminary step in the training of
writing, ana we cannot say thdt we are introducing a new written
language. On th s point, I do not wish to elaborate at the present

stage just yet.



For the past 60 years the Chinese people have worked for.
the creation of a Han phonetic alphabet, and this work has been
summarized in the Phonetization Program we adopted in 195&. For
the past 60 years the Chinese peope nave pliced their hope in
a phonetic alphabet to overcome difficulties in the study of the
Han characters in order to raise their cultural and technical
levels, and their hopes have also been frealized'" with the current
big leap/forwa;é in socialist construction.

(This year is the year Kang-tzu accerding to the lunar
calendar. Sixty years ago, also-in the Kang-tzu year, one Wang
Chao» created the sysfem of "Mandarin sound symbols' winich gained
considerable circulation. His consciousness stili belonged to
that of the feudal society. But technically, his work was con-
sistent with the principle of "re=ading the book firsf, identifyi g
the charecters lLater; forget the character, write out the sound.")

To do the job properly, workers in language reform must realize
their need to negotiate "three hurdles." The first is the "leader-
ship hurdle." Politics must assuve co mand , [ﬁart{/ secretaries
in various localities m st personally assumé leadership, the whole
Party must take part in the task, alli the people must be mobilized
for it. Understanding of the task must be unified, the direction
to follow mvst be clarified, and the study of the phonetic alphabet
m:st be combined with production, that is to say, productionmust
iead study, and study must in turn promote production. In this way
success cannot but be assured.

The second is the "“hurdle of teachers." According to the
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experience of fhe Tung-fang-hung Textile Works, an experimental
point in Hupeh Province for the elimination of illiteracy with the
prnmotion of‘the phonetic alphabet, therevwas an erroneous view
which held that teachers engaged in wiping out illiteracy with

the uvse of the‘phonetic alphabet must have é knowledge of phonetics
and could speak the pu-tung-hua correctly and fluently. 1In face
this view is divorced from reelities. In the case of this project,
only one teacher in the key class of the experiment had received
training ih a short term course. All the other teachers were
staff members and workers of the plant, and they had only studied
the phone ie¢ alphabst for three days. They first served as
auxiliary guides, and later hecame fu.l fledged teachers and they
di their job very well.

Today, in such places as the provinces of Fukien and Shantuag,
and in Wan-jung Hsien in Szechwan; in the training of teachers for
the masses, large numbers ur; being made to master the phonetic
alphabet at a very high speed, consistent with the policy of
Yuging the people to teach the people, and the talented are made
teachers,” while at the same ti@e vigorous effqrts are mads to
gradually raise the guality of teéching. Sé the second hurdle is
also not difficult to negotiate; )

The third is the "hurdle of phonetic reading material."
This is for the moment a very urgent problem, We must devise all

ways and means to undertake the timely and full supply of such

naterials.




iﬁ a word, under the correct leadership of the Party, the
reform of our language serves the cultural revolution, technical
r form and the technological revolution. It participates in the
struggle for the renovation of tools and the improvement of
tebhniques. Its gbal is to guarantée that éducational; acienti-
fic and cultural enteprises will better coordinate with and
promote the big leap forward in industrial and agricuiturai

production.
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DEVELOP THE CHILDREN TO TAKE THEIR TURN
IN THE RANKS OF COMMUNISM

[WThe following is a full translation of a speech by T'IEN
Hsiu-~chuan to the Second Seassion of the Second National People's
Congress in Communist China, as published in Jen-min Jih-pao,
Peiping, 14 April 1960, page 11.7

Mr. Chairman, Deputies:

I fully support the reports by Vice Premiers Li Fu-chun, Li
Hsien-nien and T'an Chen-lin. ; now express some views on the
further development and elevation of ihe work in the protection
and education of'children bhefore the school age.

Glorious and happy are the children who grow up in the great
age of Mao Tse-tung and receive the utmost attentiém of the Party
and the state. With the development of socialist construction
after victory of the socialist revolution, there has also been great
development in the work of the protection and education of children.
Particularly since 1958, under the illumination of the genersl line
for socialist construction, in the wake of the big leap forward
in industrial and agricultural prodaction and the great victcry
of the people's commnunes, c¢hild protection and education enter-
?rises huve developed extensively and universally at unprecedented
scales and speed.

After a year and more of overhauling and consolidation
efforts, the quality of work among chiidren has been greatly raised.
Everywhere ﬁe come upon advanced nurseries which give satisfaction.
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The nurses and teachers serve the children wholeheartedly,
striving to achieve the state in which "auntie is comparable to
mama.t The.éhildren who are Ikrought up cqllectively’are assured
of good food, good recreation, good rest, and good physique.
They sing and dance, have manners, take to cleanliness, love
collective life, love lator, and show even gréater respéct_and
love for their‘parents. Everywhere we find a situation in which
the children are happy, the parents are satisfied, society i#
full of praise for the work done, and the nursing and educating
staff are mentally uplifted.

Today we are carrying out the socialist revolution to its
very end, milding socialism at a high speed, and actively pre-
parisg conditions for the future transition to communism, In
the fact of such a colossal historical task, one of the important
jobs in our construction program is the conpinued implementation
of the policy for the protecgicn and education of our children
with major emphasis on social education, s0 &8 to further develop
and greatly elevate the children protection and educatiosn enter-
prises, . C

At present, it is estimated tﬁat China has about 150 million
¢hildren under the age of seven. These children are tihe peop.ie who
wil: tazke their turn in the ranks of Commuaism. We hope that.they
2ll will have a strong physigue, a high-degree Communist awakening,
and & high-degree cultural and scientific knowledge so that they

may become the builders and deferders of the Communist cause, and
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and heroes in the reform of nature and conéuest of the universe.

It is therefore necessary that from the days of their infancy, they
should regularly train themselves, strengthen their physical coh-
stitution, and cultivate the lofty moral codes of loving the people,
loving labor, loving science, and loviﬁg and brotecting pﬁblic pro-
perty. They should achieve healthy development both phsically and
mentally.

At the same.tlme, on the basis of the needs of the sustalned
blg leap forward in 1ndustrlal and agricultural productlon and the
urgent demands of the broad masses of women, we have to bripg for-
ward the demand for a gre;ter development of the enterprises for
‘the protection and education of chiidren, and raise their tasks
to a higher level. |

As we all knéw, the women in rufal China havé been built into
& major force in agricultural production. The number of women
workers in.factories, mines and other enterprises has increased
from 600,000 during the early stage of the liberation to more than
8 million today. Large groﬁps of housewives in the cities have
particbated in production and they have become the magor force
in the stree-operated industrial undertakings. In 1960, as we
bring into existence the hightide of overall organized productién
and overall organized living in the cities, a further large number
of women will take up #osts in social labor.

The overwhelming majority of these women are youths and aiults,
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and have éhildren; We must therefore solve for them the problem
of thne children's protectian and education, »f they are to concen-
trate their energy on labor, on political, cultural and scientific
studies,so that they may achieve,like the men, dual lean forward
in production and study, and grédually climb the peaks of science
and culture, and make greater contributions to‘gocialist constriact-
ion. |

Today the rural people's commuﬂes héve beenfurther consoli-
dated, and developed. The cities throughout the country are
vigorously developing théir own people's commﬁnes to promote over-
all orgenized production. A new highfide has eﬁerged on a greater
scope in the mass movement for overall orgaﬁized living. Under
suchsa favorable situation, it is appropriate that we bring forward
the urgent demand for the further implementation of the policy
stressing social education, for the overall organization of child-
ren tefore school age. Moreover, with the development of national
economy and culture, we have also the material foundation for the

further elevation and development of the

In accordance with the spirit of gombining elevation with
universalization, and under the leadership of the Vommunist Farty
commit.ees at different levels, all areas in the country are pro-
moting children's protection and education enterprises oh a
nation-wide scope There are enterprises operated by the state,
operzted by people's communes, operated by streets, operated by
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dctories and other enterprises, operated by government organs, and
operated by schools. Tere are enterprises operated Yy a single
unit and others jointly operated by several units. Gonerally
speaking, everybody takes a hand, and contribates efforts to have
all children ofpre-school age organizéd in stages and in groups,
as rapidly &s poassible.

With reference to the scopeand form of the enterprises, practi-
cal needs are taken into consideration, while long range interests
are not ingored. On the basis of actual coﬁditians and needs,
children are cared fér all‘the time, only during the day, only
during the night, for half a day, or just teﬁpoaarily. All these
forms of ¢hild care are carried out simultaneously, and there 1s
alse the combination of large, medium size and small enter.rises.

In the spirit of the uninterrupted revolution, many areas are
building up networks or groups of these nurseries,and other organi-
.zatzens for tha care of children. In some areas 1n Szechwan, Honan
and Heilungkiang, the maternity hospitals, nurseries and kindergar-
téns are organized into entities, to assume complete responsibility
for the protection of women and children and the education of

L
children of pre-school age. In‘other areas the services rendered
by nurseries and kindergartens are centralized under unified con-
trol on the principle of division of labor and specialization of
trades, and there are operated children's messhalks, ciildren's
rest homes, toy shops, children's bathhéuses, and tailoring and

laundry establishments for children. In this way, management is
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further facilitated, and the quallgty of the tasks in hand is
further raised.

Theseraw‘actiVities are bring introduced and developed in
quantity, and they need the support and popularization of all
quarters, so that they may be more peffect and they may play é
greater role. With these protective and educational enterprises
going through such a great develooment and elevation, the raising
of the quality of workers in the field has become an extremely
important task. We are called upon to be more ambitious,.to
be more resolute, dnd’to ;ork for the elevation of workers in
the fiel@ of the protection and education of children to a’
satiafactory level of redness and expertness within a not too
long period of time. |

In other words, we must gradualiy make all teachers in.
these estalﬂishments‘attain the level of graduates of junior
normal schools and the nurses in these esta lishments attain
the kevel of certifigd nurses., Why is it necessary? Because a
teacher‘with the level of a junior\normal school grgduate will
do better in training children of pre-school age in Comuunist
thinking, giving them scientific educatinn and preparing them
for admisstion into regular schools. And a nurse with the
requisite qualifications will the better take care of the health
protection work in tﬁe nursery .and raise its levels. The care of
children under three should particularly be made the xey task
in the nurseries, because they are the youngest and need greatey
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care as can only be given by qualified nurses.

So we are definitely not being satisfied with what we have

already organized, though we have estéblished a preliminary found-
ation and achieved some initial results. We must be farzsighted
and continaually strive for higher levels so that our énter—
prises will be more efficient and will move forward continually.
This calis on all relevant gquarters to take positive action, to
develop the Communist spirit of cooperation, and to formulate
plans for the training of workers having in mind the different
levels attained by the workers wé have today.

In the training of personnel, we must thoroughly implement
the policy of walking on two legs. At present differenﬁ areas
are operating and developing normal schools for kindergarten child-
ren of lower, medium and higher levels, and schools for nurées,
to train specialized talent. .Sueh long range planning is very
necessary. We believe that with the efforts Jointly exerted by
relevant quarters, these schools will be increased and lamproved,
to become bases for the ceaseless training of protection and
teaching personnel. At the same time, experiences have proved
that another leg needed in the training of protection and teaching
pefsonnel is to use of auxiliary guidance methods, such as working
alongside studying, self improvement efforts, short term training
courses, sparetime studies, and visits to training centers, com-
parison and evdluation of work, and exhibitions and emulations.

Since 1958, the two legs “ave been coordinated very closely,
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and we have been filled with confidence that in the future we
shall all the more adhere to the use of two legs in walking, and
rapidly build up a strong force of ﬁorkers in the protecfioniamd
education of children. |

Universalization and elevation are mutually related, and
they are tac two sides of one problem, Neither is iso}ated;
Chairman Mao has taught us to use both hands in working; We
realize that this is no exceptign in work among children. We
must use one hand to attend‘to universalization, and the other
hand to attend to elevation. As we work for universalizaﬁion,
we also work for elevation at fhe same time. We‘must continually
universalize and continually elevate. At the same time we aléo
use one hand to attend to universalization and elevation at
the present juncture, and the other hand té attend to the further
eievation of scientific levels in the future. Walking on two
legs, as applied to the fostéring of per@onﬁel for the protect-
ion and education of children, is precisely an important concrete
méasure for the present and for the future.

To realize the great development, the greﬁt elevationéf the
protection and education enterpfises of the cgildren, basically
we must adhere to letting-pQLitics assunme co@rand, resolutely listen
to the words of Chafrman Mao and the Party, resolutely serve pro-
duction, serve the masses, and serve the proletarian political
situation, and at the same time adhere to the mass line and rely

on the strength of the masses. We gust adupt the method of the
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mass movement, take into account expediencies of local conditions
and expediences of time, start from scratch, develop from small

to large proportions, rise from the lover to tﬁe higher levels,

and progress from simplicity to perfection. From beginning to end
we implement the spirit of working with diligence and thrift. This
is the sole and correct road to the development of protection and
educational enterprises with theachievement of quantity, speed,
guality and economy. In the fast we followed fhis gourse, and

in the future we must continue to march along %his course.

We are very happy to seeé that in the eyes of the Chinese ped-
ple,the protection and educstion of children has become a lofty
enterpriée. China today has abhout six million.workers in this
field. 'The overwhelming majority of these workers are completely
loyal, actively responsible and earnestly striving to press for-
ward. They have overcome all kinds of difficulties, accepted tre
tésk of teaching andbringing up the children. They let the parents
enjoy ease, and they themselves retain the difficulties. They serve
bhe children to the extend of even forgetting their own rest and
food, develoing to a high degree the Communist spirit of mother
love. |

At the moment, workers in the protection and education of
children in urban and rural areas tbrcughout’the country are
developing witﬁ great faﬁfare the patriotic health movement in
the nurseries and kindergarteng. They are struégling for the

elimination of disease, exerting tireless efforts for the
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promotion of the children's health and thelprevention of disease.

At the same time, they are also developing extensively the
mo¥ement for technical reform and the technological revolution,
greatly reducing physical labor, economizing time and raising
labor vroductivity. The physical exertion of'wérkers in the
children's enterprises is being reduced, soc that they may have
time for study and rest, and comhine more efficiently labor with
leisure. |

At present the movement is not well tmlanced, and continued
efforts are needed for its further penetrating development. In
the course of the movement, we must naturally meet with the
struggle between advanced ideology and conservative thinking, and
the struggle between ihe pri:ciple of uninterrupted.revolution
and tue feeling of satisfﬁction.with the status quo. We hope'that
all those working in this field will stand on the very forefront
of the ranks for uninterrupted revolution, become memhers of the
group for progress, and become members of t..e feform group, S0
that the enterprises for chiidren may be operated in gréater
quantity, with greater speed, with better quality and with
greater economy.

0f course, another important guaranfbe for the development
and elevation of the enterprises for children is to be found in
the support and ¢ ncern shown them by the parents, especially

the mothers.
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Enterprises for children have received the greatest concern
and support frcﬁ our Party and our state, and all sections of
soclety are also aﬁtaching importance to them. They are pro-
ductive enterprises and at the same time welfare enterprises.

They are educational enterprises and at the same time health
protection énterpriaes. They concern both socialist construction
at present and the realizationof Communism in the future.‘ They
benefit both the children and the grown-up, esecially women.
Accordingly, under the unified leadership of khe Party, all
relevant quarters are developing the Communist spirit, vigorously
- promoting cooﬁeration to run these enterprises together in a
Proper manner,

| Recently, the Miaistry of Health and the Ministry of Educat-
ion have been studying and form.lating plans for the training of
personnel for thzsge enterprises. Factories, mines, enterprises,
rural andurban pecnle's communes, government organs, people's
organizations, and sechools are all payigg attention to the deve-
lopment and ‘elevation of nurseries. Since 1960, and particularly
during the lasé month, we have seen the new situdtion of great
develonment and great elevation in the enﬁerprises for the pro-
tection and educati:on of children.' We believe this situation will
continue to expand and develop penetratingly.

We hope that all those engaged in the protection and edﬁcation
of children, all comrades connected with probirems affected children
of pre-school age, and all mothers will strivelto study Marxisme
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Leninism and the works of Chairman Mao. Let them arm themselves
with the Thought of Mao Tse-tung, raise high the three red banners
of the general line, the bdig leap forward and the people's commune:
and sfruggle £cr.the trainigg of the children of China into the

new generation that will take over the cause of Communism!




MIDDLE AND PRIMARY SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
MUST BE REFORMED

/§The following is a full translation of a speech by YEH

Sheng-tao to the Second Session of the Second Hational People's

Congress in Communist China as published in Jen-min Jih-pao,

Peiping, 14 April 1960, page 12.7

I sincerely support the reports by Vice Premier Li Fu-chun,
Vice Premier Li Heien-nien and Vice Premier T'an Chen—lih. After
listening to these three reports, we see before us a moving
plecture of the great leap forward in all its greatness and splen-
dor. The people of all China,‘the people of our fraternal nations
and all the peace loving and progress seeking people of the whole
world must be greatly moved into applause and joy.

The continuous leap forward of our socialist economy not oniy
urgently Jdemands more red and expert ¢onstructian personnel, but als
urgently.demands the rapid elevation qf the cultural and scientific
levels of the people. RZducation is a'constituent portion of the
superstructure. When the economic base is changed, edueétional
-enterprises must be correspondingly reformed it they are to serve
the base properly.

In 1958 the Central Committee of the Party and the State Coun-
¢il jointly issued a directive on education,pointed out that
"the Party's educatiopalpolicy is to make education #erve pro=-

letarian politics, and to combine education with productive lahor.

C 23



For the realization of this policy, educaticnal work must be led
by the Party." |

With the thorough implementation of the Party's policy on
educational work, a hightide in the eudcational revolution came
‘into being in China, the bourgeois educational ideclogecy was
critieized, aud the dir.ction along wiich educaﬁion was to deve-
loy was clarified. The quélity of teaching was raised ahd édu—
cational enterprises in China leaped forward and saw great deve-
lopment along the path of the basic principles of Marxiem-Leninism
and the educational viewé of Chairman Mao.

In the midst of this uightide of the educational revolution,
middle and.primary school education registered colossal achieve-
ments. But there had bsen no time for the reform of the contents
of teaching, which lagged behind the needs of the development of
the general situatinn. Thus the thorough reform of text woks for

"middle and pfimary schools ‘has become an important current task
for the further penetration of the educational revolution.

During the past few years, with the deveiopment of the coun-
try's poiitical and economic situation, continual improvements
have beén made to the contents of the textbooks for middle and
primary schools. Particularly since 1958, conéiderable work has
been carried out in the implemenfation of the educa:ional policy
and measures of the Party. The politicai and ideological themes
have been strengthened, closer combination has been carried out

with productive labor, and quality has been definitely raised.
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Af,the same time, supplies Qefe made avaiable in good time. All
this played an active fele in the development of middle and primary
schnol edgcaticn. However, improvement carried out sc far has not
iéea‘thofdugﬁ, and there are still serious defeé&s which affect

the quantity, speed, quality and economy of achievements.

Present Textbooks Shallow, Repetitious ahd.Complex

The ideological treatment of some textbooks is still inade-
gruate, and tﬁey cannot be effecitvely used for the political and
ideological education of the situdents. 'Téke for exanple the
history textbook fo seﬂior middle schools. It describes the societ
of the days of emperor Wen Ti of the 8u Dynasty as a scenekéf
gener;l prosperity. It sayvs that at the time, “on the>two banks
of fhe Yellow River on the road te Ch'ang-an, an endless stresm
of carriages flows day and nighf, consisting of veh;iles-bringing
grain, silk and cloth to the government," and that the granaries
in man& aress "were filled with grain, some as much as ten million
shib, and the lesser oneé also with millions of ghih. ¥ But the
book makes no exposﬁ;e of Su Wen Ti's exploitation and oppression
of the peasants. This is an example of the failﬁre to use the clas
viewpoint in the analysis of an historiecal situati@n.

The contents of some temtbooks are antiquated and backward,
and they do not fully reflect the'daily.and monthly different
achievements in pfoduction Qnd construction in China, and the
development levels of modern sdience and technique, so that they
do not catch up with the needs of cosialist cqnstruction. For
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example, the basic contents of mathematical textbooks still remain
at the level of the 17th and 18tn centuries, and the geometry
section is basically the geometrical system of Euclid of 2,000
years ago. Certain contents of the textbooks for physics and
chemistry remain at the 19th century levels, and either say too
little on, or make no mention of all of, the practical and most
recentlscieniific and technical achievements of great bearing on
modern production, such as radio, atomic energy, and rare elements.

Of course we do not advocate the a lmndonment of all ancient
knowledge. Chairman Mao has iong since pointed out, "We must
absorb everything that can be used today." But it is surely a
mistake to remain at the level of several centuries previously,
to be satisfied with old things, and ﬁo fail in the timeiy reform
of the old systems and add new contents in accordance wifh the
realities of the development of the socialist economy and the
new achievements in science and technique. The result of such
a course must lead to our being divorced from production, and
béing divoreed from realities.

The contents of some textbooks.are toc shallow, and lag
sehind the development of the mental power of the students. Take
arithmetic for primary schools. During the first term in the first
primary school year, the students are taught only addition and
subtraction up to 20, whereas in reality a first grade student
‘can count up to several hundred. In the language textbooks of the

lower grades of the primary sch:ol, the phonetic alphabet has not
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bee used to écceleréte the process of identifying characters.and
reading. As a result, the number of characters recognized is too
smali, and.the texts are too simﬁle; During the first two ye'rs
the student acguires a vocabulary of oniy over 1,%00 characters,
and it is not until he reaches grade three that he starts to
write composition.

The contents of some textbooks are repetitive -and complex.
Yor example, take the history textbooks. From the primary school
through the senior‘middle school, there are three repetitions of
events. Take again the integral numbers section of arithmetic
for primary school students, and there are seven repetitions of
the subjects handled. Moreover, some problems can be easily
solved with algebra, ~but the complex and difficu.t arithmetical
methhd is used, and the study of arithmetic is thus spread over
a long period, fully seven years from the primary school to the
junior middle school. ‘

To enable the students to receive instructiou more readily
and to master the kxnowledge more easily, it is of course necessary
that repetitions be made in the teaching of certain branches of

. )
knowledge. But if there are too many repetitions, we shall be
duplicating excessively, and this will iead to waste.

As to the complex and petty nature of the textﬁooks, we
may cite examples in mathemsitics and physics where certain laws
and formulas are comparatively simple and do nét call for the

excessive attention as is given in the text b coks, which also

lead to waste.
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.. If we remove the defecfs of shallowness, antiquity, repetition,
and complexity, we shall economize teaching time considerably.
Take arithmetic, which now is studied over seven years from the
primary school to the middle school. It is estimated that the
courée can be finished in four years withiﬁ the priﬁary schoél.
According to preliminary investigations, we can e¢onomizgﬁmore
A than 1,000 class-hou:s‘in the.language, mathematics, history,.
geocsraphy, physics, 5iology and chemistry éourses in the middle
school.

The basic reason'contfibuting t§ t he above mentioned defecté
is that in the compilation of textbpoks, the remnants of wurgeois
educ;tional ideology were exerting their ihfluence. First of all,
education was isolated, with the slogan of "education for educat.c
without the full realization of the goal of-prolethrian'education
which is the fostering of‘people with.Communist awakening and
moral character, &ind wiék' ciltural and sqientific knowledge deve-
loped to a high level, to engage in the building of the greét
socialist and Communist socieﬁy.

Our texthooks ﬁust be based on this goal, resolutely imple=-
ment the Party's educational policy, be closély combined with
producti n and closely combihed with polities, for the rapid
elevation of the political awakening ana cultural and scientific
levels of the pebple; Those who were influcnced by the bourgeois
educational ideology could not see this goal clearly and so

committed the mistakes of neglecting politics and failing to
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effect the adequate combination with production and realities.
Furthermore, wﬁen one holds the bourgeois ideclogy of
teducation for the sake of education," he cannot gfasp tightly
the proletarian educational goal. He will one—éidedly stress
book Wnowledge, and hold that the mcfe book k owledge the better,
not bothering to see if it is antiquated and.backward, not both~
éring to see if it is needed, treating every item as "basic
xnowiedge," and teaching everything to the students. Thus the
contents of the textbooks are antiquated and complex aﬁd do
not meet practical reeds.
With reference to the principles of pedegogy, the wurgeois
educational ideoiogy does not have a correct understanding of

the children's capacity for reception, holding that the develop-

ment of a student's mental capacity is decided only by biokogical
reasons and is not related to the development of society as a
whole. They do not understand that under the socialist system,
with the flying development of modern science and technigue, the
ideélogical realm is continually expanded. *hey underestimate the
students' capacity for rece;tion, thinking that they are not in
theposition to accept this or that, sc that after explaining the
lesson, they would.repeat it time and again lest the students
could not digest it the first time. This also led to duplication
and shallowness in the contents of the textbooks.

The bourgeois educational ideology is diametrically opposed t«
the proletarian educational jdeology, Though we havé only the

remnants of tourgeois ideology, they still constitute the basic
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reason for -the failure to achieve quantity, speed, quality and
economy. Moreover these remannt influences often disturb the
minds of the people and presént & very serious threat to the
'people‘s educational enterprises. So we must resolutelydevelop
a class struggle in the realm of educational ideology, to wipe
out bourgeois educational ideology, br.ak down superstition,
achieve ideological. liberation, and develop the Conmunist
character of daring to think, to speak and to act. Cnly then
shall we succeed in the compilation of brand new textbooks which
are in keeping with this great age of ours.

Reform of Textbooks with Though of Mao Tse-tung

as Guide

We deeply realize that to thoroughly reform the contents of
textbooks, thoroughly implement the spirit of the Party's general
line, and achieve quantity, speed, quality and economy, we must
let politicé assume command, and make the Thought of Mao Tse-tung
our guide. The Thought of Mao Tse-tung, which combines the vniver
"~ sal truth of Marxiem~Leninism with the concrete practice ofthe
‘revolution and reconstruction in China, is the basic guarantee for
vietory in all our revolutioﬁary tasks. s

In the compilation of textbooks, we must correctly implement
the Party's policies and measures, and correctly reaiize that our
goal is to train the younger generation into workers with socialis
awakening, with cu.tureal accomplkhment. This goal points to the

diredtion tole followed in the compilation of textbgoks. By lettir
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politics assume command, we first exercise a tight grip over this
course to be followed. We definitely cannot allow the textbooks
to be treated simply as collections of knowledge, and much kess ca-
‘be consider the compilationof &extbooks as a purely technical job.
If we do so, we shall lose our sense of direction. As Chairman
Mao saidm "One without the correct political viewpoint is like

cue without a soul.”

In letting politics assume comménd, we must use the proleta=-
rian standpoint, viewpoint and method in the description of the
phenemomena of society ang tﬁe phenomena of nature. Only thus may
we overcome the metsphysical viewpoint in the textbooks, and aug-
ment the political and ideological character of the fextbooks@

Only such books will facilitate the students in recognizing the
path to progress and make them capable of carrying out self-con-
sciously the struggle against various forms of bourgeois ideology.
Only such books will facilitate their acquisition of the dialectic
materialist world outlock and Communist moral character.

- At the same time, we realize that in order to achieve quantity
speed; quality and economy in the contents of the textbooks, we
also héve to pay attention to the following points:
| (1) To satisfy the needs of sociaiist economic construction
in China, we must add to the contents of the textbeoks scientific
and technical knowkedge needed for modern production and that newly
developed. Modern science and technijue zre developing at a flying
speed, we have entered the stage of space travel, and we must catch
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up with the world's advanced levels in science and technique.
What people have, we must also have; and what people do not have,
we must have also. We must themefore make our younger generation
master the most modern scientific and téchnical knowledge and
during the stage of primary and middle school education, we
should lay the foundation firmly for the studénts.

At the same time, scientific and technical knoﬁledge is also
urgently reeded for the promotion of technical reform and the techno-
logical revolution to accelerake the socialist revolution and
‘construction inChina. Whén the students have mastered scientific
and téchnigal knowledge, they are betier qu lified for continued
studies . and for various types of productive labor. Thus we may
appropriately consider the instruction, in the relevant course of
study, of such subjects as atomic energy, semi-conductors, rare
elements, as Well as differeatial calculus, integral calculus,
 radio, meteréology and hydrology.

People ften hold that the textbooks must be stabilized. We
do not think stability recessary., but that it is relative.Society
develops forward incessantly, and when the ecoﬁomic bagse of society
undergoes a change, education which is a paft'of the superstructure
must be correspondingly changed. The.development of science and
technique is also limitless. Whét is considered as higher know-
ledge will sometime later become common knowledge shared ky all.

So we cannot have textbooks which are immutable. Stability can only

be relative and it is atsolutely necessary that we continually
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reviée or rewrite the textbooks with the defelopment of the
objective situation.

(2) We must have a correct estimation of the development
of the mental capacity éf our students, and the contents of our
textbooks must be raised to a higher levei; Experiménts iﬁ many.
schoole have proved that the stvudents' capacity for reception is
" higher than our previoﬁs estimates.. For example, in Hei-shan
Hsien, Lisoning Province, the Pei-kuan Primary School used only
five weeks to complete the teaching of Book One of the Language
Beader intended for study over the whole school term. There are
many. such examples which I shall not mention.

Facts fully prove that the students are fully capable of
taking up the appropriately raised contents of textbocks. When
the contents are too simple, they do not meét the students' thirs?
after knowledge, and cannot develop their activism. - When the con-
tents are raiséd to & higher level, the students will Learn more
and more quickly, and also learn better.

(3) We must delte the antiquated, duplicated and comﬁlext
portions. Human kngwledge accumulates, and the new is necessaril;
more voluminous than the old. If the load of the students is
not increased, we have to delete useless 0ld knowledge if we are
to add useful new knowledge. For example, in physics, we should
delete such items of classical physics asiare unnecessary or on}y
of secondary importance, soO that-we may add itéms in modern physis

To avoid duplication, we must also delete nnnecessary repetitions
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of treatment. In history, for example, we may delete the three
repetitions now found in the textbooks. In the integral numbers
section of arithmetic in primary school textbooks, the existing
seven repetitions may also be appropriétely reduced. In this
way the contents of the textbooks will real¢y_be the essence of
knowledge in the different branches, and the students will be
able to acquire in less time more knowkedge that is needed.

(&) We must resolutely break up the framework of the old
system of textbooks. These old frames do mwt comply with the
spirit for quantiixg speéd; quality and economy and can only be
obstacles to the reform of textbooks. They must be broken up.
The revolution is t .e breaking up of old frames. For example,
Eucld's geometric system must be broken up, but of course we
miust continue to teach those portions whch are still useful.

In arithmetic in the primary schools, in the former textbooks
the four eiémentary operations are distihctly geparated from
algebra, but now this frame must be broken up, and algebra must
be introduced into arithmetic, which will lead to more and
guicker results.

. .~ ]
Again, in geography, the former textbooks ma:ntained

separate courses for physical geograph and economic geography.
This frame must also bé broken up, and in accordance with
teaching needs, we must combine knowledge of physical geo-
graphy with knowledge of economic geography. In thiis way we
may establish new systems of study courses in the spirit of

achieving wuantity, speed, quality and economy. We still tack
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experience in the c¢reation of new systems of study courses, and
it is hoped that different areas will fully develop their revolu-
tionay zeal and actively create such experience.

We believe that we can appropriately reduce the duration of
primary and middle schoolﬂeducatioh, appripriately raise its
level of accomplishment, appropri tely increae labor activity,
and achieve gquantity, speed, quality and economy 80 long as we
delefe the conditions in existing textbooks that contribute to
lack of quantity, slowness, inferior quality énd non-economy,
and compile new textbooks in the spirit of achievéng quantity,
speed, quality and ecénomy, and at the same time adopt suitable
suppl;mentary measures in other fields.

| Live other activities, the reform of text woks must be
carried out under the leadership of the Party, withﬁthe fesalute
persuance of the mass line and the thorough implementation of the
policy.cf walking on two legs. China is a large country with a
population of 650 million, a great expanse of territory, and
conditions in diffefent‘areas vary. And so, under the unified
reguirement of unanimity of goals and unanimiﬁy of policies, ve
may flexibly compile many kinds and sets of text woks.

As a matter of fact, since 1958, the Party's policy of
walking on two legs has already been carried to the work of
the compilation of text books and result: have been achieved., The
Ministyy of Educatinn of the Central Government can undertake
the compilation work, while the local authorities may also do so.
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Consdierablé amounts of textbooks have been compiled in various
lovalities and ¢ .nsiderable exverience has been accumulated.
Generaliy'Speaking, theze new textbooks alli atﬁacﬁ importance to
the combination of education with polities, with production and
with realities. Some of these new textbooks have broken up the
‘ antiguated systems of courses and reduced teaching time. Others

. have added new achievements in modern science and tecnnique, and
strengthened experiments and field work. Still others reduced
repetitions and avoided dupliication.

The good experiences in these local efforts at the compilation
of textbooks will doubtless rlay a great tole in pushing forward
the reform of textbooks, Ip the future all localities will con-
tinue to create more experiences in this field, produce more text-
books and make grezater achievements.

The thorough reform of textbooks is a gigantic and glorious
task. Under the leadership of the Party, we have full confidence

in fulfiliing this task within a comparatively short period.
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