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PREFACE

This is another in a series of open- source compilations covering
significant events which affect US interests in South Asia. This. volume
includes published materials pertaining to Indian Prime Minister Rajiv

Gandhi's recent visits to the USSR (21-26 May 1985) and to the United States
(11-15 June 1985).
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PART I. GANDHI'S VISIT TO MOSCOW

THE PRESS BUILDUP




Gandhi's Visit to Moscow

Source

Times of India, 18 May 1985, p, 8.
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Cordvovy?

\ETTA 5

' AS Primie ! Minister Rajiv-Gandui

X prepares - to leave for” Mascow |
next Tuesday, ' he ‘would ' do “well}
to_assume- that the Soviep leader-
ship would wish to take a' mea-.
sure of him and ' his “ideological
“orientation just- as-he-and his -aides
would ‘wish' to assess' Mr. Gorba-
“chov ‘-who is also: - néw to his
office. . Since . this = assessment . by -
both sides will greatly .influence |
‘the course of Indo-Soviet relations
in years to.come .the N

' - visit "has
acquired " an  extraordinary -impoi-
tance, -It should - be treated as
such. ~ ',/ R A
_In such matters 2 g.reatdeal,l
. depends “on” what the Americans’
call the personal chemistry of the
two leaders.  They either click, as.
did 'Mr. Nehru and Mr. Khrush-.
chev . .despite . their _very -different |
social ‘and. cultural  backgrounds,.
or they do not, 'as Mrs. Gandhi.
and Président Nixon 'did not. But
-imagesalso~count,” vt v
. In view of the controlled natur
“of  the Soviet press,- it -is not pos-
-sible. ‘for. us: to- say .- for -certain *
whether the Soviets have a posi-"
tive ‘or ‘& ‘negative view'-of - Mr. |
Rajiv Gandhi. ‘The writings of the
generally pro-Soviet leftists in the |
counfry are - also ‘not much “help:
‘because, for some years, they have
‘not  been’ speakinf‘ in; one voice.
They are - certainly - not “speaking
in one voice mow..; L. .. .
The problem,” however, is by no
means’ * ‘insuperable. . Though it
would’ be wrong to. think. that the
Soviets'.are alarmed - . over. Mr.
Rajiv. Gandhi’s'  ‘supposedly pro--
Western. ‘outlook just because 'the
Americans . .are . so ‘enthusiastic
about. bim - and -his desire to bring
in  sophisticated technology which
by:and large. ‘only the West and *
Ja%)an can supply, it would ,be
safe to assume. .a certain measure -
of concern’ among them on this
count. After all, they cannot’ be-
lieve that - American & expectations
of Mr. Gandhi. are wholly mis-
placed. e T e

Populist Garb

The Soviet impression. of a ptoe’
Western Rajiv Gandhi could have
been reinforced by- what happen-
ed at a recent "~ meeting’ of the
AICC where he had had to agree
toa redrafting of the economiwe
policy resolution to provide for
a -reiteration” of the- party’s com-
mitment - to. socialism. .For if so
many old Congress - leaders felt

ajiv’s Mission To Moscow

: the first five-year plan was launch~
“ ed in 1951. But we havé to take

" jdealist and as such favoured a

;

§ .

AR

[
L

L L WS
1 By GIRILAL |
o o, g
ad  deviated , from. the party’s
canior be- blamed | f they. 100
ve drawn a  similar inference.
‘Perhaps . we are " being unfair
to the Soviets. perhaps they have
a ‘better appreciation’ of the Indian
regl:;y ,t(}ixan either.__‘t?_e Amethrlcans lisste. -
who ténd fo swing: from  the. one |2° -~ S rs s PRSP, -
extreme  of enthusiasm ~ to the On gﬁch’?&ﬁ?ntmsk°§o§nf§§§§s‘
othier of ‘cold indifference; or some | 9%1¢® i € O th omic. field
of. the  Congress..leaders -and..left- [B9W g.ﬂm"'m e mtrialisation

leaning intellectuals who have | V2 §h°.°_“n“'y S e Lo
‘beei fed on slogans for yeéars ' ’cth they.. regar £ India’ y
and, indeed, decades. ~Evén so 10 .tn¢ “-;‘;m :°f thg égim&‘.‘{
theré is no harm in assuming that'ﬁgl"."m-»si e o '»-méo:lc'tl el
the -Soviet -view -of the- new ‘Indian ; m%“ﬁet;hribp{a‘s kyil"""Nehru{ ]
Prime Minister might be clouded '“@PQ b hf fask. M1 because '

by ‘what has beén said and written 1Ot Simre:this View, partly becaus
about him in recent months both { D¢ did. not have much ' respect; for,
at home and in the West. ™ =" . ,Lln,d 1an£usm_cssmell and og_tegg fgr.
is i X " aneasion ‘2 Mixed economy * jn: which - the’
This is not a.proper OCCasion ', pjic “gecior. would be: in control
of the “commanding heights.” !

to go into a détailed discussion of
This “approach was. a’ product of |

the. economic . - policy - India- has .
followed faidy consistently ~ since a compr'ox,nise‘betWeen’;gis; ideolo-
-gical- comtmitment :<to- democratic !

socialism -and ' his pragmatic ’ ap- |
preciation of .the. Indian . rea!ciéy. !
But whatever Mr. Nehru’s predi-:
lections, it was a stroke of -genius.’
The .approack. . matched - India’s’

Issues

(= ot

meant - that he was '
in forgingthe instraments of ' co-.
rercion --“which the i ~Soviets and.

¢ Conimunists inpower bavs
used to establish ~what they call
' socialism, ' He ‘could not have forz-

such . instruménts. even if he .
had trjed.’ ~But ° that is another

“government

note of "the fact that its substance
has ~been : quite: different” from * its
presentation. ‘While " the princxéml )
goal has ;been- ‘growth, - it - has

grb?bngfj?sm given v‘;aitgp?u;list needs .and capabilities. . - ..
"1t is -also-niot-possible_for us to |, Jadia’s, like Germanys in the

i19th . century 'and Japan’s in. the
.earlier part of “this céntury,’ was a
rcase “of - delayed industrialisation.
i This process:.cquld not - possibly .
i proceed .at a, wprthwhile : - speed
in :the normal:capitalist way. That
would have ..reqaired. -a - ceatury
or: more. India:. could not. afford
to wait- that longy Other helpful
circumstances. for facilitating the
capitalist path of, dévelopment did
not exist.: The - Indian economy
had ‘been ‘stagnant ‘for as long as
half a <century; -the -country “had
been impoverished to an “unbeliev-
able -degree;- its-scientific- ~techno-
logical base was as sipall as its
resource’ base:: and it' dd not pos-
sess an _industrial entrepreneurial
class of any strength and distinc-
tion.. With _some exceptions, In-
dia’s big ! business " houses were
big only ‘in‘ name' and they were
essentially trading houses, - :
In the heat of the debate, in-
fluenced - in [16" small way by .the
cold 'war, ~ these . :realities’ have,
generally  got “ignored, witlr one
section’ of articulate Indians -argu-:
Jng -that- Mr.” Nebru . and Mri

discuss - here, the -larger-issue whe-
thér socialism, . however defined,
is" possible - in any ’, developing
country’. Whatever. -the - nature . of
the -regime, This  issue " dominated
the debate among Russian  Matx-
ists' before the October revolution
in 1917 -and.it has dominated the
debate- among Marxists ever since
and it is by no means resolved. :
. But whether or not the Soviets:
are right in their claim that it.is:
possible to . skip the capitalist
stage of development, neither -Mr.
Nehru nor Mis. Gandhi ever took
that position.” In Mrs. Gandhi's
case, it. would be- readily agreed:
that she was a pragmatist and not .
an ideologue. In Mr. Nehru's case,
such a  proposition . would: be
widely disputed. But if he was an

socialist” .. order, he was also" a
realist’ who knew "that it was_not
-a practical goal for a“long time
in India’s - conditions and, .equally-
important,. a , democrat  , whic




—

Gandhi "diverted” unduly - large: re-
gources to - an- inefficient’ public
sectors and the other arguing that
they allowed too much leeway to
the private sector.- The fact has:
been that India. could industrialise
even to ‘the extent  ~it has only
under - the  auspices . of an inter-
ventionist state with  both the
public and the private sector play-
ing 2 role in it. India has not'
deliberately copied the Japanese
model. But, as in the case of Jas:
pan, the ‘Indian state has had“no
option -but to  play .a- critically.
important role. 'in the country'’s

economic growth. - :
Cledr: Direction 7 | Candid and bis aides shouil o0
+.The nature’ Of a state’s intervens pect’of»'_his eoonongicr.poﬁcy"r. Per-
tion in the economy is never af
determined . wholly - by ‘the »objec:
tive " requiréments of a  couniry’s
development goals. For 'no stale
is ever a neutral agency. It con-
sists of ~human  beéings . who bave
their own ' predilections” and 'inte-
rests. In India’s- case the "intelli~’
gentsia, - from among whom ‘the
Indian bureaucracy ' has been’ re-
cruited, has functioned.- as ‘a - class
‘in some ways similar to Djilas’s
new -class’ in ‘socialist countries. ‘It
js a product of . British . colonial
rule; it is separated from the com<
mon people by .-language since
it is :ducallted in F,r}:g ish; a.ndf it
does - not--have - much . respect .10t 0 ) Cian - GARs s
e traditions, This mandarin Toached’ a stage Where, lts uture’
class imposed on the-Nehru:model” growth calls for.'a.different: ap-,
of a mixed. economy, a regime of . proach froin the one that has been
controls, licences,” - quotas : and pursued ,so far. - The . state’s - role:
permits which -gave - it* enormous ;will remain Ccritical in_respect: of
‘powers and in the process “distort- 1the infrastructure: and - it will' have.
D ¥the model. While it is ‘immate- . 10 continue to set the broad guide-
ol whether it did so.deliberately Lmes. But it will have -to allow
O oot it is indisputable - that the- far greater freedom - to private.
Indian bureaucracy has enjoyed enterprise and managers of pub-
‘enormous: : -powers ~of patronage lic sector undertakings: - Modern’
‘under this dispensation.” . = . ._ite‘.,}.mology flourishes  only .in..con-
© The often unnecessary and arbi- |ditions of great flexibility. ., ,Mr.-
p iRajiv Gandhi is trying to cope

better eqiipped to innovate and
take advantage of rapid develop-
ments in the field of technology.
‘Mrs. Gandhi. moved
was her “wont. But the direction

unhesitating ~one; - of -his "mother’

Americans, who

that they were making “‘a: brate

aware -of ‘the: ]
were  taking ' quite " unnecessarily.

long- time . to 'come."*Though
pered by ‘a_variet

mains " India's
‘Secondly, 'the Indian - econom

‘tr regulations did nof " frus-- Too ¥ LB
trilt'g the industrialisation "pro- 'Mthld this reality of the modern -
grammg so long as Igdtlxa twas worid. LT

in import - substitution. ' . 2e L
P nce. this. B Complex Situation . -

NS}

But once this phase was over, @s
it was well over. a decade ago,| So the superfluous ' controversy
the country’s - industrial develop~ over Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s ideologi-
ment slowed down. Mrs. Gandhilcal commitment, orilack of jit,
was aware of this  problem. and need not inhibit a frank "discus-
was trying ' to ' resolve it 'in the sion between him and Mr. Gor-
only. way .it can be resolved, that pachov on future economic co-
is by relaxing controls on’ the prTi- operation ~between the  two coun-
vate sector, especially on the so- tries. This’ cooperation” - will be
called monopoly ‘houses which are greatly ~facilitated,, if Mr.. Gorba-
; - chov.is able to push his plans for
“économic  reforms .and modernisa-
tion in his own country. For it is
no secret that right: now- the Soviet
economy .is mot _in .- a healthy
enough state to offer - what India
needs because in a number of vi=

hesitantly, as

had been :unmistakeable since her;
return to office in 1980, Mr.-Rajiv*
Gandhi’s . approach 'is, - therefore,
a continuation; even if a bold and™

> 10 - distrusted . Mrs.”
Gandhi for reasons. we- need. not:
discuss - here, should - have.. ignor-*
ed’ this: fact of continuity in  theit-
. assessments, of Mr. Rajiv.: Gandai.,
' But it is rather baffling.that.Mr.

Tadu.

haps they:wanted to make- it appear. |
new start. Perhaps they, were not’
litical’" risks ‘they-! eliamce . at | con.
arlv. . and it¢is far-from iclear whether

> Be. that as‘itinay;itwo points.
meed to:be made. First, ‘whatever.
the. popular Janguage’ of - Indian
politics, - ‘socialism +/~hi§ not " been',
the -issue in Indid "and’ it ‘cannot:
be -an issue’ in India’ for'a'long,.
hough'” tem- /

a_variety ‘of "other > con-i
siderations~ inevitable "in’ a * demo-:
racy, - " has" Been and.ye-.

i central  problem.!
. has.

tal fields it is lagging behind the
West and Japan by as much as a
decade. This obstacle has operated
for many years already.

Indo-Soviet friendship -has not
rested.. and canmot. rest solely on
the  Soviet supply. of weapons to
India,  however::vital these. may
be. It “has; had ‘and it has to have

mhesnas O e ey e had
“ 1t i understandablé that ;many, -ponent. The di y.in this: :
e st e ‘has notsbeen and’is:not going to.

be -some shift . -of emphasis ;in
India’s economic , strategy. The.
trouble~ has: been: /the’ lag in. the
Soviet . Union’s progress..in techno-
logy as Mr. - ‘Gorbachov - must’
known-'as well ~  4s anyoneé 'else.
Moscow can’ help India.in certain
don-military fields as well, as its
past_ offers . of _ a. nuclear power’
station would show, But™this is 4
field“in’ which India has achieved -
self-reliamce . at ‘considerable cost,

it should again go-in
key project.. ... -
"'On’our part,: while we take note :
of . Soviet problems, we- must' not, .
in - our..euphoria- over - the. supposed

for a-turm-

_prospects...in.,our ... economic, rela-

tions with the United States, ignore
the " ‘dangerops “implications of ~
what, the ‘Ammericans are “trying to
do, not just in respect of the nu--
cleari'arms race and the power .
balance in different regions, mclud-
ing"our: own, 'but alsoin respect :
of ‘the “world * “economy. It is ‘a
complex .situation . in which we

‘need the cooperation of the Soviet

‘Union ‘ as ‘well ‘as western Europe
and Japan. - - .o -

Since I have written ‘on the
problems arising out of the Soviet:
military : presence in.  Afghanistan,
it is not necessary for-me to cover
that ground again. But it may be
appropriate to say 'that -this? issue
deserves to.be discussed : between
Mr. Gorbachov and Mr. Gandhi
fully and frankly.” Without 'ques-
tion this, is a_most crucial, foreiga
policy issue for . India in which
the Soviet Union s~ directly is-
volved.
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a uction
i the: “and ly revised mterest rates

ing considerable importance to the Prime Minis- to new purchase agreemen '

ter's visit to, Moscow inext: month, because the “~The Soviet Government has appreclated the

future course of their special relationship would,  gesture of. India’s new Prime Minister to begin

depend to & large extent on the emérging per- ' his foreign tours. with a® visit'ito; Moscow- to”

sonal rapport and: political ‘Understanding -bet-

make it quite clear, to all concernedthat. he

ween. the two new:leaders,” Mr. Rajiv: andhr ‘is not seeking to establish better relations with
and:Mr; Mikhail Gorbachev who are gomg to “the United States at the ‘cost of his' country’s
be at the helm for.a long time. fnendshlp ‘with - the =Soviet

tiof meticulous - preparatior
one by | both sides to ensure the success -
of thisivisit in every respect so that it becomes: :

. of

pff well during this visit, since any. slight "
derstanding about each 6ther's “objectiv--
es-ofihttitudes could have ‘a‘tangential impact ' -
tl uld be quite detrimental to Indo-Soviet -
reraﬁons So they -are particularly_anxious that :
the’§¥ib new. Jeaders should start off well. with -
a ure of ‘mutual_ confidence, so that they-
cofild ook forward to years of contmued co-.

opet'atlon )
_No;problems

blem of keeping. their. friendship_in a state .of..
good repair. .with:an enduring faith .in each
other's intentions. During their véry first meet-
ing at the time of .Chernenko's” funeral last -
month, Mr. Gorbachev remarked that there
were powerful countries, implying the U.S. and

others.in:the West, bent on souring and strai--

ning Indo-Soviet relations, but Mr. Rajiv Gandhi:
assured him that he was fully determined to-’
continue the policy of close fnendshup with the
Soviet Union.

. The sameé assurance has been conveyed
‘when the Defence Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasi-
mha Rao met the Soviet Foreign Minister, Mr..
Andrei Gromyko, in Moscow last week to dis-.
cuss the preparations under ‘way for Mr. Rajiv”
Gandhi's visit. The official talks and social en-
gagements on'this ‘occasion are being planned
in such way that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and Mr.
Gorbachev would be.able to spend many hours: :
‘together sizing up each other to dispel the
lingering doubts, if any, in their minds about
the. policies of the two countnes in the changed
circumstances.

The Soviet Government is reported to 'be’
contemplatmg some major announcements of

increase economic and technolog:cal assist- - !
ance during Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's visit to assure .

India that Mr. Gorbachev is no less committed
than his predecessors in attaching utmost.im--
portance to Indo-Soviet relations. It is also. ex-
pected to make some special concessions to

€ase the mounting burdens of payment for def-

therefore -

. make doubly certam that everythlng

' mcreasmg the country S dependence on oy

“Union.The *Soviet' ‘side, ‘too, is 'equallys keem:
-on assuring india“of its continued. support_in’
every respect, despite the current-emphasis’ on'
d

» developing :a balanced ‘relationship .withs both .

0" ‘safeguard"the untry’s:

s a' young and promus ng i ér%
who is a product of the new: technolog:ca ~age::
. the 40-year old Mr. Rajiv Gandhi does notwant
“India to stagnate by denying- itself the” beneﬂ{s
> of major scientific advances.in the.name: of‘}
tinuity and- adhering blindly: to the:old re
;tive" policies that-have outlived: their :purf
"So he is eager to seek the assistanice of:
..the-U.S. and. the. Soviet Union .in preparing

."India to leap forward-into the next century with
W ¢ self-sustaining confidence.

wThere are no problems as- such between .

frdia and the Soviet Union, other than the pro- -

- The emergence of the new. Soviet . leader,
Mr. Gorbachev, who'is 'only 54.years old, has
‘ended the deadening impact of gerontocracy .
in the Kremlin and opened up an era of greater
drive and resilience in the coinduct of Soviet’
-policies consistent with the dynamics of the
changing international scene. As a product of
the ‘post-revdiution period and the youngest
among the politburo members, he.is all.set to
bring about a generational change m the gene-
..ral outlook of the Soviet Union. -

‘The two' leaders, Mr. Rajiv Gandhn and Mr.
Gorbachev, have much in'common since they
share the same urge for a rapid transformation
of their societies to catch up with the lost op-
.. portunities agd  keep abreast of. modern de-
velopmerits. It is, therefore, considered most
important by both the Indian and Soviet Govern-
ments. that they should understand each other
better = : ;

- A firm rexteratlon of contmued Sovnet assnst-A
ance to India for jts industrial development and
defence effort would h-:p-to set the right tone
for Mr. Rajiv. Gandhi’s subsequent visit.to Wa-
shlngton since he would be able to

mply- clear to President Reagan that tl e
pohc of -arming Pakistan is not going to pro-
mon with any extra leverage

n exertin i J ing_him_

-wi
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Gandhi, Due in Soviet, Goes as Friend

*_By STEVEN R. WEISMAN _

- " Special to The New York Times ~ .| ..

NEW DELHI, May 20 — Prim
Minister-Rajiv. Gandhi, :who initially
struck many diplomats as potentially
pro-Western in outlook, has embarked
on a new camipaign to strenghthen ties

with the Soviet Union and reassure the } ¥

public of his devotion to socialism.

Mr. Gandhi’s efforts culminate this
week in a five-day visit to the Soviet
Union, including a meeting in Moscow
with Mikhail S. Gorbachev, the Soviet
leader. Political commentators here
say the Prime Minister deliberately
chose Moscow for his first major trip
overseas since taking: office last
November.

In June, the 40-year-old Prime Minis-

ter is to visit the United States to meet
with President Reagan and open the
Festival of India. That trip has been
hailed by many as likely to contribute
‘to ‘a.new era of cooperation between
New. Delhi and Washington.-

A succession of senior American offi-
cials-have stopped by India recently,
each.one praising Mr. Gandhi for his
steps to ease Government control of the
.economy. Others have noted with satis-
faction that Mr. Gandhi seems to have
stepped up the attempt to diversify the
purchases of military weapons so that
India no longer relies exclusively on
thé Soviet Union. . :

‘> .Disappointment Is Predicted

¥et for all these moves, many ex-
perts here caution against any feeling
in the West that Mr. Gandhi will reori-
ent basic Indian-policies away: .from
support of Moscow on maily.issues.

~{This euphoria in the West is abso-
lutely dangerous,” said Bhabani Sen
Gupta, a specialist on the Soviet Union
at-the Center for Policy Research. “It
is?bound to lead to disappointment.
Rajiv Gandhi will build upon Indo-
Soviet relations as the first foundation
of his foreign policy.” . =~ .

, There were certainly expressions o
friendship on the eve of Mr. Gandhi’s
departure for Moscow on Tuesday. Mr.
Gorbachev told the Press Trust of
India news agency that the coming
visit was ““a big event in the life of our
two states.”. ‘

»Mr. Gandhi, meanwhile, told Tass:
“The economic and commercial rela-
tions between our two countries have
_rggistered spectacular growth in re-
cent years. India attaches great impor-
tance to them.”

~Government officials here said also
tiat during the visit Moscow would
grant a ‘‘substantial” amount of new
comimercial credits to build power gen-
erators and factories in India. Romesh
Bhandari, the Indian Foreign Secre-

_stance, permit India to pay in rupees.

States was ‘“tilting”. to- Pakistan, the
‘Soviet Union backed India:with votes

‘that Pakistan has fewer troops on its

tary, said that Soviet-Indian trade this{

year was expected to be $3.7 billion, a
20 percent increase over last year, and
that it would continue to grow. .: -

American experts say also that In-
dian-American trade is likely to in-
crease from its level of $4 billion this

ear. - .
But Moscow has granted many con-

cessions and incentives. The major

Soviet-Indian economic accords; for in-

In the military area, India has been
given billions of dollars in other conces-
sions, enabling it to buy MIG fighter-
bombers and reconnaissance planes,
tanks, helicopters, transport planes,
artillery, frigates and missiles.

Only in the last few years has India
looked to France, West Germany, Italy
and other countries in the West for
weapons. ) .

Experts agree, however, that Soviet-
Indian friendship is based on far more
than trade and military assistance. It

is rooted, even Western diplomats ac- |-

knowledge, in a shared vision of what
should be the proper strategic balance
in South Asia. Mr. Reagan is therefore
deemed able to disturb that vision.
Pakistani Aid Seen as Threat

The main point of the Indian-Amer-
ican disagreements has been Pakistan,
India’s chief rival in the region and, for
the last five years,. America’s chief
friend there. .

India and Pakistan have fought three
wars since thieir independence in 1947.
The last time, in 1971, when the United

and vetoes at the United Nations.

Today, the $1.6 billion American
military aid package for Pakistan is re-
garded by Indian officials as a major
threat. American officials defend the
aid as an attempt to bolster Pakistan as
a counterweight to the presence of
more than 100,000 Soviet troops in Af-
ghanistan. But Indian officials note

border with Afghanistan than on its
border with India.

To the annoyance of American diplo-
mats, Prime Minister Gandhi has kept
up the practice of his mother, Indira
Gandhi, of vehemently criticizing the
American aid to Pakistan.

Help for Rebels Criticized

He has gone even further, denounc-
ing American covert assistance to the
rebels in Afghanistan as creating insta-
bility in the region. Aides to the Prime
Minister argue that helping the Afghan
insurgents only stiffens the resolve of
the Russians and even raises the threat

‘ment from overseas. ' ..ir Tt

“If the Government of Pakistan falls
as a result, who knows what mess will
be left in our lap?”’ a senior Indian offi-
cial said. ] . C

American diplomats acknowledge
that they have been frustrated and
sometimes even infuriated-by the In-
dian refusal to denounce the Soviet

'sweep into Afghanistan in the last week

of 1979, as almost all members of the
United Nations did.

But few think India is likely to
change its view, no matter how much it
purchases weapons for the West or
eases up on socialism at home.

There are those, in fact, who see Mr.
Gandhi’s trip to Moscow as an attempt
to assure Mr. Gorbachev that India in-
tends to stand by its longtime friend de-
spite news reports of Mr. Gandhi’s sup-
posedly pro-Western orientation. “I’'m
sure the Prime Minister will try his
besé to reassure them,”” Mr. Sen Gupta
said.

) _Taxes Are Reduced i

As for the economic situation at |
home, political analysts wonder how
much further Mr. Gandhi will be able |
to keep up his revisions that have intro-
duced free market theories into the In-
dian economy. The Prime Minister has
acted not only to cut Government regu-
lations but also cut taxes as an -incen-
tive for increased saving and invest-
ment. .

Commentators have been fascinated
by the Prime Minister’s steps and by
his talk of making industry more effi-
cient and tapping more private invest-.

" But the talk also produced criticism:
within the ranks of the Congress (I),
Party, the latter-day version of the
Congress Party founded by Mr. :
Gandhi’s forebears, many of them
_British-trained socialists determined
to develop India on that model. : - = .
" “This month the Congress Party held

'a centenary celebration and used the

occasion to mollify critics by reaffirm-
ing its commitment to socialism, a
commitment Mr. Gandhi backed fully.
Also reaffirmed was the commitment.
to use the Government as the engine to’
achieve economic growth, higher em-
ployment and the introduction of new
technologies. .

In the Soviet Union this week, Mr..
Gandhi plans to take part in many.
other gestures and ceremonies of :
friendship reflecting longtime Soviet-:
Indian ties. Besides signing various }
documents formalizing the economic
assistance, he plans to lay a wreath at |
Lenin’s tomb and take part in the nam- :
ing of a square in Moscow after Mrs. i
Gandhi, who was assassinated last Oct. i

of their retaliation against Pakistan.

3L
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More than formal -

MORE than usual interest and importance are attached
to Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s visit_to the Soviet Union

beginning Tuesday. This is his first foreign visit as Prime:

Minister and will be to a country with which India has had

close and trouble-free relations for nearly three decades.

Throughout this period, there has been no Indian Prime
Minister who has not visited the Soviet Union and no Soviet
leader who has not visited India. But there is more to the
visit than a ritualistic maintenance of the tradition. Both Mr
Gandhi and Mr Mikhail Gorbachev are new to office and
the visit is intended to establish -the sense ‘of personal
rapport that has characterised Indo-Soviet relations. -

- Apart from acquainting each other with problems and
perceptions in their respective national spheres, the .two

leaders are expected to formalise several long-term agree-

ments in the economic, technological and cultural areas,
old and new, and probably extend the existing 15-year
co-operation protocol, which was signed by Leomid Brezh-

nev and Indira Gandhi in 1980, to the turn of the century.

Bilateral relations will, however,. be only a part of the
agenda. The two leaders will undoubtedly sound each other
on the way they look at the world and its many problems

and trouble spots. Mr Rajiv Gandhi is expected formally to

convey to Mr Gorbachev the NAM,appeal on disarmament -
as well as the Delhi declaration of the six-nation summit,

and speak of relations in the sub-continent and SAARC,
while the Soviet leader will no doubt acquaint him with the

progress, or lack of it, at the new arms talks at Geneva..
Also likely to come up for discussion are regional problems

like West Asia, the Gulf war, Afghanistan, Kampuchea and

the - situation in the Indian Ocean. Shared perceptions.
should prove constructive in various existing or potential

efforts to resolve the crises.

Hopefully, Mr-Gandhi will not be coy about probing
Mr Gorbachev’s mind on Afghanistan and what it would
take in timing, sequence, actions and assurances to facili-
tate implementation of the kind of settlement which has
been discussed through UN good offices. Since Indo-
Pakistan, Pakistan-US, Soviet-Pakistan and Indo-US rela-
tions all impinge directly or indirectly on Afghanistan, this

is a nodal topic in regard to which India could have a.
positive role to play. ~As Mr Gandhi’s visit to Moscow is-

to be followed by his wvisit to Washington, and with
Indo-Pakistan talks also scheduled in the near future, frank
multilateral exchanges on the subject would obviously be
most useful. Soon after the Soviet visit, Mr Gandhi is
scheduled to go to France, Egypt and Algeria and then to
the United States. The visit to both the super powers within
a month or so is seen in some quarters as a balancing act.
Others tend to see the US visit as confirmation of Mr Rajiv
Gandhi’s - alleged tilt ‘towards Washington. While New
Delhi certainly wishes to improve its relations with the
super powers and others there is no question of any tilt in
any direction. Bilateral relations are not a matter of
personal predilections or whims and cannot be enhanced or
diminished irrespective of the realities, a commonality of
interests and perceptions, and various commitments. As far
as India is concerned, its international relations and

especially its ties with the super powers are not.a matter of-

Cold War calculations but a product of a convergence of
national interests and’ principles. .- .
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_PM's Soviet visit

&e Prime Minister, Mx Rajiv Gaudhi's’ fwe-day.
Meit to the USSR and his forthcoming discussions
u;th the Sowiet leader, Mr Mikhail (:orbachyov,
uau help the - two. countrtes -~ 'to explore -further
uxpansmn of the ‘areas’ of cooperation in - the
ceonomic, - sciéntific and cultural spheres,  This
will ‘also be a meeting between the ‘chairman of
non-ahgned " movement and the head of they
foremost. nation of the socialist worid, Yet,
summit will mark the meeting of minds to conso-
hdate further the existing ties in the cause = of
~ global pea.ce, Mr Gandhi has aiready met
Gorbachyov m Moscow and though it was a bnet\
mecting, they were able to "strike excellent ” perso-
-nal eguation with each other. It is tautological~to-
;_speak ‘in terms of age-0ld bonds of
between - India and the USSR, -For, these “extend
far beyond the realm of mere diplomatic modus’
vmndx. The two leaders share common .cuncern
for peaceful coexistence embodying - the: aspra-
‘vipys of their respective people for a betber inter-
na'aonal world order, -

. There is no outstanding problem to be borted
o’ ‘between the two nations, The’ Great October
‘Revolution is a landmark in the humamtys
adyvance towards ending the shackles of exploiia-
on of man by man. The Soviet leaders’ ceucern
foF India’s freedom struggle. led to the visits Of
eminent Indians to that land ~ Pandit Motilal
Neigy, Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindra - Nath
Tagore, Indira Gandhi was herself the chilg Cf
the Jndian revolution. Her fiery zeal for humaa
freedom was to find a forceful expresslon as she
rose to be one of the outstanding figures of the
eontemponary era on the world scene, This evoked
adwiration in the Soviet Union and laid the foundas

‘tions for firm understa.ndmg and - cooperatica - be- !

goday is beset with the problems posed by
ﬁﬁe, nuclear threat and new colonialist expansio-

- <he \
,fwm t:h:a Soviet leadership, It is in the’ ‘context of

apd
t{:o counmes that the Prlme Muuster S wsxt W ouic.‘
- friendship

™ tween the two nations, The year 1971 saw  the

 Eirzh of the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and’
eration in economic and poh’uca.l spheres and
recent dlplo- 1

ey

:Bog been a ‘majox’ la.ndmark m the
ma.ug history.

‘. plthough both India a.nd the Sowet ‘Union havv
pow Hiéw, [éaders' at -the ‘helm’ of affairs, they have|
% advantage of, this rich heritage, The world of

_arms

{].‘he ‘major initiatives taken by Mr Rajiv
“to defuse the hlg,hly volatile ‘world situa-
&n ha.ve brought forth sympa.t.heuc responses

ing a mrther impetiis to these peace mitiutives |
entarging the area of friendship. between ihe

hms Peﬂﬂles the world over.’
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. Bon voyage, Prime
. Minister

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhiu-be‘gihs'_toaﬁj} the first of

-two crucial visits, which will to a large extent shape the

direction and content of his administration’s foreign policy
over the next five years. It is only proper that the first
gesture should be made towards the USSR, a nation whose
friendship has proved to be of crucial importance to us not
only in 1971 but also much before. By and large, India and
the USSR have shared a common perception of South Asia
even if there might be differences about the rest of the
world. This commonality has been strengthened by a
relationship in both trade and defence which has stood the
most difficult,test.of all—the test of time. Those who have
not been able to.either accept or break this bond have not
hesitated to criticise the relationship. Delhi, among other

Rajiv Gandhi inaugurating this féstival in 1985 and not his "
mother. Washington has made a concerted effort to see’
that the Festival of India can mark the beginning of a new

_chapter in relations between the two nations.. " v i’

DR
- The point is that friendship with the USA need not be at:

" the expense of the USSR. Neither does Washington reside '

" in a dream world; the State Department knows as well as"
"anyone else that there are not going to be any dramatic:
~somersaults. But surely India can be on friendly terms with
both superpowers, without compromising its position with
“the one or the other. Nor should attempts be made to
-quantify the strength of bilateral relations: what we have
ito offer to each is friendship to the extent of our ability,"
‘and what we want from them is friendship to the extent of
'theirs. Comrade Gorbachov made the point in his inter-’
iview to the Press Trust of India (the first interview he gave
ito any foreign correspondent) that every summit has
‘deepened relations between India and the USSR, and’
indeed it hds. There is no reason why the first formal:
exchange of views and assessments between two young

things, has been described as a stooge of Moscow, and Jeaders of two friendly stqtg;'shoﬂd' be any different..

those who have shown no respect for the ‘nonaligned

movement have had the temerity to say that the ‘Indo-

Soviet treaty betrays the spirit of nonalignment. (The
nonaligned nations themselves answered this last charge
by giving India the stewardship of the movement at a'very

_crucial moment.) But Indo-Soviet friendship, based both

on mutual benefit and shared commitments, has not only.

survived but shown signs of achieving the mature stability
that does not always follow the early, heady courtship. The
most striking evidence of this maturity, in fact, has come
during the Prime Ministership of Mr Rajiv Gandhi, ‘when
suddenly serious strains developed in the wake of reports
that there was a conscious effort to begin a gradual swing
towards the West. The Budget tended to confirm such
suspicions which is why finance ‘minister, Vishwanath
Pratap Singh had to make such heavy play of the
continued commitment to socialism.” The, question, of
course, was whether all these straws in the wind added toa
concrete shift in policy, and to what extent foreign policy
would have to be altered to suit the new range of options
being contemplated. . - .

It was quite clear that this government, anxious to reach
the twentyfirst century in some style, was in the market to
purchase technology from the West. Furthermore, it was
unwilling to equate progress with government control of

industry, a sentiment which set hearts fluttering in

Reaganite Washington. The overtures began. Moreover,
there was ar inbuilt occasion for a grand finale. During her
last, and very successful visit to the United States, Mrs
Indira‘Gandhi had proposed the idea of a Festival of India

inthe USA and President Reagan had endorsed the idea.-

No one had taken into account the tragedies which took
place in between: however, it would be Prime Minister
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TASS INTERVIEWS RAJIV GANDHI ON USSR-INDIA TIES

i
LD191802 Moscow TASS in English 1745 GMT 19 May 85 ] ;

[Text] New Delhi May 19 TASS -- Following gre the answers by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandiit
to the questionnaire by Mr, V.G, Baydashin, !chief of TASS bureau in India. . 1

Q.1. This year marks the completion of 30 years since the first visit of your grand-
father Shri Jawaharlal Nehru to the Soviet Qnion as the prime minister of the inde- i
pendent India. What is your assessment of the development of Indo-Soviet relations

}during this period? i _

fAns. It is true that Jawaharlal_Nehru‘visiéed the Soviet Union as prime minister for
| the first time in 1955. But he-.had gone theére 28 years earlier as one of the dynamic
i leaders of our freedom movement., He was at [that time regarded as the coming man of

! India. He was conviced that India and the Soviet Union must establish close relations
i of friendship. He is rightly remembered foq his part in laying the firm foundations of :
:Indo—Soviet cooperation which has been a factor of stability and peace. | i
I In the last 30 years Indo-Soviet relations Have grown in all directions -- politidal,

i economic, scientific and cultural. Both have benefited from this. The Soviet quon
| is regarded by the people of India as a steady and trusted friend. We have received
considerable help from it on building up ouy basic industries and strengthening our

!

1

ipublic sector, I ; !
‘ ' |

I am looking forward to my visit to the Soviet Union and to the opportunity to convey to:
the Soviet people the greetings 6f the people of India. I hope my talks with the; '
general secretary, Mr. M.S, Goorbachev, and|other leaders will be detailed, comprec- ;
hensive and fruitful, leading to a further étrengthening of our relations, '

}
'

: i
"Q.2. 1In Moscow recently, the 9th meeting oé the joint Indo-Soviet commission for-

| cooperation in the fields of economy, scien@e and technology took place., i
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6

;How do you assess the overall cooperation between the two countries? According to you
which could be the new fields of cooperatioé between India and the Soviet Union?

Ans: The cconomic and commercial relations)]

- tion between our two countries,
" areas of production cooperation and transfe# of technology.
_view the bilateral cooperation in a larger time frame.

'Q.3 The six-nation Delhi Declaration, adopted at the initiative of India and proposing
, concrete measures for the nuclear disarmame?t, was widely welcomed in the Soviet 3

. Lately, our country has also taken a number jof initiatives in this direction.

, your opinion about the signifieance of the 4

: against the threat of nuclear war in the pre

-must live together in a spirit of true co-ex

spectacular growth iIn recent years,
growing and expanding relationship, we must
together.

The recent meeting of the joint commission Qas very useful. Both sides have agreed |
, upon new areas of cooperation. i

situation?

Ans: The six-nation proposal for disarmament is an important initiative.
forward the declaration adopted by the seventh summit of non-aligned nations. We!

grcately appreciate the fact that the Soviet

This is a clear expression of the Soviet Union's deep desire for peace. I

We welcome the peace-loving policies of the S

Soviet Union to restart discussions on disarmament with a view to reaching meaningful

agreement. There is no future for mankind Y
always been a strong champion of peace. The
principles of our philosophy and policy.

Q.4 UNOwill be celebrating its 40th annive%sary this year. As chairman of NAM, gne of |
: the most massive movements for peace on our: :

the ways of increasing the effectiveness of
peace in the world?

Ans. The United Nations must be preserved an
where peaceful solutions of differences can
ship and belonging. Over the years several
to making the United Nations more effective
powers, But the United Nations belongs as m

I do hope that the 40th anniversary of the U
will be present, including, I hope, Mr. Gorh
effort to reachunderstandings and improve th

]

Q.5. Recently, the 40th anniversary of vic
was celebrated in the Soviet Union and othe
like to wish to the Soviet people who made
this great victory?

{UNO on the question of the maintenance of

H i

between our countries have registered

India attaches greal importance to them., In:a

|a1ways search for new areas of working to-
There is vast scope for diversification in the trade and economic coopera-
Our economies are complementary.

1

!
We must work out new
In fact 1t is necessary to
i
i
nion.
Whdt is

truggle for peace and detente and fight
sent, rather complex international

! !
It cargies
Union promptly welcomed the initiative.

1
H

oviet Union and the initiative taken Yy the

nless there is disarmament. India ha
pursuit of peace 1s one of the cardipal

i

planet, what in your esteemed opinion, are

!
|
d strengthened. The world needs a foéum i
be worked out in an atmosphere of fel}ow—
proposals have been put forward in regard
Much depends on the will of the large
uch to the small as to the large. Wel

istence. |
]

nited Nations, at which several world|leader
achev, will be starting point of a new
e prospects for peace.

|
ory over fascism in the Second World }ar [
countries of the world. What would you i
significant contribution in achieving i

10
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Ans., The defeat of fascism is a signal event in history., It could not have been
possible but for the unconquerable spirit of your people and the magnificent
capacity of your armed forces. I offer my congratulations to the people of the
Soviet Union in the year of remembrance.

I might also add here that even though we had not won our independence when that war
was fought, our people and our party were forthright in their condemnation of
fascism., In fact Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the earliest leaders to warn the
world when the storm clouds were gathering over Europe, about the necessity of
defeating fascism. In his famous book, "The Discovery of India," which he wrote

in jail when the colonial rulers had imprisoned him in the early forties,

Jawaharlal Nehru wrote:

fascism and nazism indulged, not only the vulgarity and brutality that accompanied
them, terrible as they were, that affected us. But the principles on which they
stood and which they proclaimed so loudly and blatantly, the theories of life on
which they tried to fashion themselves, for these went counter to what we believed
in the present, and what we had held from ages past."

Q.6 As prime minister, who has newly taken over, what are your priorities?

Ans. 1India's foremost task is to continue the process of economic modernisation and
lift the people above mass poverty. Our builders, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi have laid down the path as to how to achieve this. We shall pursue
the objective of self-reliance. We are determined to enlarge our agricultural and
industrial production, securing the best results out of investments already made.

We shall strengthen our infrastructure. We are determined to ensure that the fruits
of development reach the common people and we have given a fillip to programmes of
employment generation on a mass scale. In bringing about our development, the public
sector has a crucial role in our five-year plans, and it will be given the fullest
support in fulfilling the role. At the same time it is our duty to release the
productive forces of our nation.

As regards political and social objectives, my task is to strengthen the unity and

solidarity of our people and fight against divisive elements., 1In foreign policy we
shall stand firmly by non-alignment, peace and co~-operation.

11
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GORBACHEV‘INTERVIEWED BY INDIAN NEWS AGENCY

1D181012 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 20 May 85 First Edition p 1

[Text] Moscow, 19 May (TASS) -- The Indien news agency PRESS TRUST OF INDIA (PTD)
requested an interview with M.S. Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central
Committee. R

On 18 May, Comrade M.S. Gorbachev received S.P.K. Gupta, the Moscow correspondent of
PTI, and handed him the replies to the questions that had been asked.

The text of the interview is published below:

Question: In light of your forthcoming meeting with our prime minister, what could you
say about the state and prospects of Soviet-Indian relations in the context of the
drive for peace and»disarmament?

Answer: First of all, I would 1ike to stress that Indian leaders are received with
a special feeling here, reflecting the sincere sympathy and respect of the Soviet
people for the great and friendly people of India. Varilous generations of Soviet
and Indian people have written bright chapters into the history of our friendship,
for whose development SO much was done by Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi.

Our attitude toward Tndia reflects the goviet Union's principled and invariable
support for the struggle of nations against imperialist oppression, for stronger
independence and social renewal. This course was bequeathed to us by the great
Lenin and we are undeviatingly committed to 1t. -We have inherited what can be
called without exaggeration a unique, priceless asset.

Indira Gandhi said that we were bound by relations not only between the governments and
not only by political and economlc cooperation, but that our relations were the inter-
twining of the ardent hearts of our two creator-nations. Her vivid words aptly describe
the level and entire multiformity of our relations.

1 would like to take this opportunity to once again pay tribute to the bright memory

of the outstanding daughter of the Indian people, whose name is forever inscribed

in the history of goviet-Indian friendship. The international Lenin Peace Prize that
has been awarded to her is recognition of her tremendous contribution to the struggle
for durable peace and friendship among nations.

An Indian saying has it that a road on which people meet each other halfway is the
shortest. Our two peoples have been precisely following such a road for decades.
This is precisely why our relations have been on the rise. The high level, dynamism,
and comprehensive nature of our relations, based on the Treaty of Peace, Friendship,
and Cooperation, is a source of satisfaction to us.

We greatly appreciate India's contribution to the collective effort to preserve peace
and remove the nuclear threat. India, as current head of the Non Aligned Movement,
which has become a major factor in international relations, is doing much to strengthen
its unity and beneficial influence in the world.

12
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ISoviet-Indian friendship is an asset not just of our two peoples alone, It is an |
important factor for peace and stability in the current tense situation and an exapple
!of how fruitfully countries with different systems can cooperate if they are guided by
jthe ideals of peace, by the principles of mutual respect and equitable cooperation.

l i . ,
:We are optimistic as to the prospects of Soviet-Indian relations. The last time Prime ?
iMinister Rajiv Gandhi and I met, both sides Eeaffirmed their desire to further ercnthen
jour cooperation. I'm sure that the forthcoming discussion of a broad range of isstics on '

{bilateral and international relations will glive new content to our traditional ties in

;the interests of the Soviet and Indian peoplbs and of peace in Asia and the world. i

! i
{Naturally, I personally will be pleased to r%sume contacts with the Indian leader,:who
;1s highly respected in our country. \ '

: |

iQuestion: The initiatives of the heads of state and government of six countries repre-
isenting four continents embodied in their deglarations of 1984 and 1985, have been' en-
ithusiastically welcomed in the Soviet Union.; How do you think they could be put into :
'practice7 { .

'Answer' We have a high opinion of thcase initiatives. The ideas voiced in the documents:
xof the heads of six countries and the Sovietiiniciatives follow the same course. The
iultimate goal put forward in the declarationp, to eliminate nuclear weapons from man-
!klnd s life, fully corresponds to the foreigh policy aims of our country.

{Entering into the Geneva talks with the Unitfd States, we agreed that the aim was Lo
‘prevent an arms race in space, to terminate it on earth, and to begin radical reductions
iof nuclear arms leading to their complete el?mination.

It is possible to begin with what the leaderé of the Six proposed, that is, to stop the
.development, production, and deployment of nticlear weapons; to freeze nuclear arscnals
‘and embark on their reduction; to prevent thé arms race from spreading to space; and to

conclude a treaty banning all nuclear tests.|
l

;We have proposed stopping further arms buildup as a first step, and that the USSR and
ithe USA should impose a moratorium on the development, including research, testing, and
.deployment of attack space weapons for the dhration of the Geneva negotiations. We
propose a freeze on strategic offensive armapents, and that the deployment of Amerjcan
'medlum—range missiles in Europe and the buildup of our countermeasures be discontinuecd,
'The Soviet Union has already unilaterally imposed a moratorium until this November on
ithe deployment of its medium-range missiles and suspended the implementation of other
!counter—measures in Europe. True to its worﬂ, the USSR strictly abides by the terms of
"this moratorium. We are entitled to hope fof a more serious and thoughtful asscssment
‘0f our initiative by Washington and its NATorpartners, and for restraint in U.S. missile:
'deployment in Western LKurope. Reciprocity ir this matter could help place the Geneva :
;talks on a practical footing. :

l

‘Finally, about ceasing nuclear weapons tests, We have repeatedly urged the United:States
land other nuclear powers to do so. The USSR has proposed and continues to proposec’ that i
lthe nuclear weapon states announce a moratorﬂum on any nuclear explosions Lo be In cffect
iuntil the conclusion of a treaty on the general and complete prohibition of nuclear

;weapon tests. i

13
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It could be instituted as of August 6, 1985, that is, on the 40th anniversary of the
tragic atomic bombing of Hiroshima, or even garlier.

The Soviet Union, as is well known, is also ready to immediately resume the talks on the
complete prohibition of nuclear weapons tests, which were broken off through the fault

of the United States. It is high time to put into effect the Soviet-American treaties on
the limitation of underground nuclear weapons tests and on underground nuclear explosions
for peaceful purposes, which were signed in 1974 and 1976, respectively. They have not
yet been ratified, again not through the fault of the Soviet side.

0of course, special responsibility for the destiny of the world today rests with the nu-
clear powers, and primarily with the USSR and the United States. However, the Soviet
Union has never looked at the world in the context of USSR-U.S. relations alone. We are
deeply convinced that all states can and must be involved in a search for realistic solu-
tions to urgent problems and in cfforts to ease international tensions. The voices of
millions of people in various countries, raised in favor of effective measures to end

the arms race and reduce arms stockpiles, against attempts to use negotiations as a cover
for the continuation of this race, is of tremendous importance.

Question: What could you say hbout the prospects of attaining durable peace and develop-
ing cooperation in Asia, specifically in the Indian Ocean area?

Answer: I would like to stress that we highly value India's contribution to the strength-
ening - of peace and stability in Asia and its realistic and considered approach to the

key problems of the region.

As for the Soviet Union, it has always advocated peace and security in Asia, as well as
equitable cooperation between Asian states. This fully applies to the Indian Ocean area.
We support the idea of its conversion into a zone of peace.

1t is common knowledge that for a number of years now, the United States has been scuttl-
ing the convening of an international conference on this issue. It has also unilaterally
broken off the Soviet-American t alks on limiting military activities in the Indian Ocean.
In the meantime, the United States is constantly building up its military presence there.

The Soviet Union has repeatedly voiced its readiness to resume the talks. At the Soviet-
Indian summit in 1982, the Soviet Union proposed that all states whose ships use the
waters of the Indian Ocean should refrain from any steps that might aggravate the situa-
tion in the region, even before the convening of the conference. This Soviet proposal

is still in effect. Specifically, the states in question should not send large naval
formations there and should not hold military exercises, and those nonlittoral countries
that have military bases in the region should not expand or modernize them. Now the
drive for a zonc of peacc in the Indian Ocean has focused on the question of convening an
international conference on the issue. I would like to stress our desire to work vigor-
ously with other interested states to make such a forum possible so that the Indian Ocean -
could ultimately become a sphere of vital interests of the states located on its shores,
and not of any others, a zone of peace rather than of tensions and conflicts.

- - X X X

1n conclusion let me, through your agency, wish happiness, prosperity and peace to the
Indian people.
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We wish the government and all citizens of India success in the efforts to further
consolidate national unity and cohesion, in the work for the social progress and pros-
perity of your great country.

During the talk which took place after the correspondent had been presented with the
answers to PTI's questions, M.S. Gorbachev stressed that the Soviet Union attaches great
importance to the coming visit of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. This visit is expected
to become a remarkable event in the life of the two states and in the development of

. their relations. This is how it has always been: Each visit of leaders of our coun-

tries, each of their meetings left an imprint on Soviet-Indian relations. In this
connection, we in the USSR recall with warmth and great esteem the visits to our country
by outstanding leaders of India: Jawarharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. We arc confident

" that the visit of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi will do much good for the further develop-

ment of Soviet-Indian cooperation and for the cause of our joint struggle for durable
peace, for the consolidation of international security. Good personal contacts have
alrcady been established between the prime minister and myself, and we hope to consoli-
date them further. . :

Friendship with India, profound respect for its great people, for its rich ancient
culture and its contribution to the progress of humanity are in the hearts of all Soviet
people. Triendship with India has also been a vigorous tradition of our forcign policy
over the.decades. We proceed from the view that a united, strong and peaceful India is
an inseparable and highly necessary part of today's world.

I personally have a great interest in.your country and I hope that the kindly invitation
extended to me by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi will enable me to sec India in due time
and to get acquainted with its people, Mikhail Gorbachev said.

Mikhail Gorbachev answered some additional questions from the correspondent. Answering
the question as to what factors he ascribes to the successful development of his
activity as a party leader, Mikhail Gorbachev said that there is only one "secret':

our Soviet socialist way of life, the conditions which the socialist system crecates for
the molding and development of the personality. The upbringing by work in a family of
rural toilers, like the one millions of.children of workers, peasants, and intellectuals
receive; good education accessible to-everyone in our country; and socio-political
school within a Komsomol, and later, a party organization -- all of these are factors
typical of our way of life. They enable the Soviet people to participate in the deve-
lopment of the country, in the construction of new life. Every country, every pcople
has capable and talented persomns but, we believe, it.is precisely the socialist system
that creates the best conditions for their development, for the socially useful appli-
cation of their potentialities.

S.P.K., Gupta said that some political leaders in the West, noting the energy and dynamism
with which the Soviet Union is conducting its policy, express concern that the imple-
mentation of the Soviet Union's plans in the sphere of foreign policy and the adoption

of measurcs planned in the sphere of socioeconomic development might present a growing
threat for the West, particularly for the United States. The correspondent asked

Mikhail Go;bachev's opinion to this effect.

Answering the correspondent, Mikhail Gorbachev said that such "concern" should be left
to the conscience of those Western leaders who express it. The leadership of our party
and state has been doing vast work lately to ensure the speeding up of the peaceful
socioeconomic development of the country.
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We tried to realistically assess the situation among various sectors of economic life.
‘We have consulted experts and discussed these matters with a wide circle of urban and
. rural working people. The outlines of a.program whose implementation, we believe, will
.ensure the obtaining of the goals set by the party and the people started to emerge A8
“a result. We hope to conclude the work on the guidelines of the strategy of our social
. and economic development by the 27th party congress and we are confident that our plans

will be approved by the party and the entire goviet people.

gince the Soviet Union sets itself vast, far-reaching goals of peaceful development, W€,
. naturally, need peace, and .we shall be doing our utmost to safeguard and consolidate
peace on earth. We are confident that our ynterests in this coincide with the interests
of all other peoples, peoples of socialist countries, industrialized capitalist
countries, and of Asian, African, Latin American countries that freed themselves from

: colonialism. This, perhaps, does not suit some groups of imperialists, who would :like
ito keep up international tension and continue the arms race for their own self-seeking

i aims, but this is another matter. We hold that our policy meets the interests of the

1 Soviet people and of the peoples of other cquntries. '

i The correspondent thanked Mikhail Gorbachev for his  clear and convincing answers to
! the questions posed. .
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Indian Express,

Gandhi's Visit to Moscow

Bombay,

22 May 1985, p. 1

Pages 1

Warm welcome

- MOSCOW May 21 (UNI)

PRIME Minister ~ Rajiv- Gandhi
flew into- this rain-sodden city
today to begin a six-day official visit to
the cheering of tens of thousands of
Muscovites.

Soviet Commumst Party General
Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev and his
.wife, Raisa Gorbachev, received Mr. .
Gandhi and his wife-Sonia Gandhi at
the Kremlin, .

- Welcoming - Mr. Gandhr wnh a
warm handshake ‘Mr." -Gerbachev
pointed to the cloudy sky and said “In ~
the last few days the weather had
been fine." .

Shortly after arnval Mr: Gandhr
began talks with Mr. Gorbachev. =

Present at the talks on the Sovret

From the Indran side Ambassador

Nurul -Hasan and members sl -the .

Indian’ community living in Moscow
were present to greet, Mr. Gandhi: "
Indian and Soviet flags fluttered at

the airport, where troops of the Mos~

cow Garrison presented d guard of
honour to Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi
reviewed the guard and thé ndnonal

- anthems ot “the . two counmes were -

pla\,ed
PTI adds: '

e =

“Then-Mr: Gandhi.in'a buttoned up'
.coat accompamed by Mrs.'Sonia Gan- -

dhi in red bordered -cream coloured
sari went up to the ‘enclosure where

" Indian and Soviet children greeted
them with flags and slogans I_ndo-v,

Soviet, Fnendshrp Zmdabdd

side were Prime Minister Nikolai
Tikhonov, Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko. Defence Minister Sergei
Sokolov' and First ‘Deputy Prime
Minister Ivan Arkhipov. .

Earliér as soon as Mr. Gandhi
stepped out of his car, Mr. Gor-
bachev, who had been waiting for his
arrival, moved forward 1o greet him.
Welcoming Mr. Gandhi. he said,
*“Hope your visit will 'be successful.™

Prime Minister Nikolai Tikhonov,

Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko,
Defence Minister S. Sokolov, Cultu-
ral Minister P. Demichev and First
Deputy Prime Minister Ivan Arkhi-
pov, and Mrs. Gromyko were present
at the- welcoming ceremony ‘in the
Kremlin.
- The flags of India and’ the Sovret
union -were hoisted at the Kremlin
residence, where Mr.. Gandhi and his
wife.will be staymo during his Moscow
visit.

Mr. Rajn' Gandhi was recelved at
the airport by Mr. Tikhonov, Mr.
Gromyko, Mr. Démichev and ‘Mr.
Sokolov.

The welcoming party at the airport
also included Mr. Arkhipov, Mr. M.
A. Sergichik, Chairman of the State
Committee for Foreign Economic Re-

lations, Mr. V. F. Maltsevand Mr. V.'

1. Petrov,-First Deputy Minister. Mr.
S. M. Kolomon, First Deputy Chair-
man of the Moscow City Soviet. ard
Mr. V. N. Rykov, Soviet Ambassador
to India.

despite drlzzle

"They were escorted 10 the Kremhn
apartment where they will be staying
-by. Mr. Tikhonov, Mr. Gromyko and

- Marshal Sokolov. Mr. Gorbachev and

‘his wife. Mrs: Raisa Gorbachev.

greeted them' on. the portrco of the R

apartment. :

People hnmg the route waved ﬂaos
as the motorcade passed by ‘ard. the
entire route was decorated with ban-
ners-in’ Hindi ‘and’ Russian = ‘Long ~

Live Soviet-Indian. Friendship’ and
‘Hearty Welcome'to the Prime Mrms-
ter of Friendly India.” ™

The warmth and spirit of camar-
aderie witnessed when the two leaders
greeted each other more than made
up for the formal cerémony on Red
Square which had to be cancelled
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-'because of a drizzle.

The Soviet people “warmly wel-
come the Primie Mmlstcr of the Re-
“public of India, Rajiv Gandhi':. Prav-
da wrote. .. .

They were convinced that Mr Gan- -
dhi's visit to the Soviet Union “will -
make a. major- contribution 1o the

strengthemng of the time-tested rela-

tions of deep, fncg.!shp and diverse,

co-operation betwtén tte USSR and_
India for the benefit o the peoples

,:both the countries and will be. in the
“. interests of umversul peace and inter-

national security™, it- said.

The. Soviet ‘national daily today
carried on its front page a biographic-
al.note on Mr. Gandhi alongsnde hls
photograph
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. . . ) - I . :- A .- - : / o ass via Asdciate»d m
Mikhail S. Gorbachev, left, the Soviet leader, with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India yesterday in Moscow.
With t!lem,kfo_regrqund from right: Foreign Minister Andrei A; Gromyko and Prime Minister NikolaiA. Tikhonov. .

‘Gandhi in Soviet on First Official, Visit

L e T o Asian Security Parley Is porting mostly consuitier goodsand ex-,
By SETH MYDANS ' Mr. Gorbachev, in his remarks, |porting mainly oil and armaments. .
Special to The New York Times blamed the United States for some of | The Russians- proyrlqrt; India Tet(t:l-
MOSCOW, May 21 — Prime Minister . the world’s problems, from a spread of MIG:Z9 ]ez.l flghters,t ~ ,.tanubksm,a fm <
Rajiv Gandhi of India arrived here to- | the arms race into outer space to a tro(;nc gﬁl ance systems, S |
day for his first official visit abroad | military buildup in the Indian Ocean. |an artillery. 4 o tavist
and began talks with Mikhail S. Gorba-|  He proposed a **joint, comprehensive | The Soviet Union produced a lavish
chev, the Soviet leader. approach” to security in Asia, perhaps | welcome for Mr. Gandhi, remlgrlsce t
At 'a Kremlin dinner, Mr. Gorbachev leading to a security conference pat- | of those extended to his mome?fh?d?:
said that the five-day visit, in which | terned after a European parley held in thousands ‘of people, manyd 01 e%
economic accords are expected to be 1975in Helsinki, Finland. He said In(_ha small Indian_flags, were. er;t> oy
signed; could lead to a “qualitatively | could play 2 central role. | along the route from the airpol - deis"
new level’”’ in relations. These were Mr. Gandhi, in his reply, vyhxch was | A squadron of _m0§0r¢y016 outn. ers.
also close under-Prime Minister Indira | also reported by the Soviet Press .. o.ed some 50 black limousines.
Gandhi, Mr. Gandhi’s mother, who was |agency Tass, said 1o appreciated . ouon rain-swept streets. Inside the
S ainated in October. . * - |Soviet support gnd looked to expanded. gremiin, Mr. Gorbachey and his wife,
«years and decades pass, genera- cooperation. . ' . : - Raisa, greeted Mr. Gandhi and his.
tions of people in our countries come The accords to be signed by Mr. (wife, Sonia, - e L
and go, but relations %fr{]egdghép ang ?and?l are expected aot;nc%%ealg;g; ‘ "Fhie honors point up the crucial place !
cooperation between the U.S.S.R. and | lines for economic an op- | LS s FApp e
Indxp: continue to develop in ascending | eration until the year 2000, a Soviet :Indiaholds for gﬁns:\;:‘ti :1.st11ac:“r1Al;;)at?1
order,” Mr. Gorbachev said. ! credit as well as Soviet aid inthe devel- -asa balance to ¢ 2 A o Mos.
Both Moscow and Washington have | opment of power generation, coal, oil pow?r th?t x_'efgsfes gi o For india
been courting Mr. Gandhi since he took | and machine building. _ cow’s policy in fgha tan guarantox:
office after his mother’s death. He will i india is the Soviet Union’s leading |the Soviet Union 1s Is:a%ls by B ina.
visit the United States on June 12-15. : trade partner among the developing f secupty a\gamst' . 1c
Although Mr. Gandhi is seen as West- | countries, with exchanges expected t0 P -
ern in outlook and as interested in| rise to $3.7 billion this year, 20 percent [ -
broadening ties with the West, the fact | .up from the 1984 level. In recent years,
that he is here on his first foreign trip | the balance of trade has shxftedm In
underscores. the special. pldce the {idia’s favor, with the Soviet Union im-
Soviet Union holds in Indian policy.
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Source FBIS (South Asia), 22 May 1985, pp. D1-D2 Pages_2

INDIA;é RAJIV GANDHL CONTINUES VISIT TO USSR
Talks With Gorbachev
PM221113 Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 May 85 Second Edition p 1

[Text] Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, and Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi had talks in the Kremlin 21 May. Also attending on the
Soviet side were Nikolay Tikhonov, member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo and
chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers; Andrey Gromyko, member of the CPSU Central
Committee Politburo, first deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers, and minister of
foreign affairs of the USSR; Sergey Sokolov, alternate member of the CPSU Central
Committee Politburo and minister of defense of the USSR; and Ivan Arkhipov, first deputy
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR. Attending on the Indian side were
v.P. Singh, minister of finance; G. Parthasarathy, chairman of the Policy Planning
Committee of the Ministry of External Affairs; Arun Nehru, minister of state for power;
Arun Singh, parliamentary secretary to the prime minister; and Oscar Fernandes, the
parliamentary secretary to the prime minister.

In the course of the talks, which passed in an atmos here of friendship and complete
_mutual understanding, the sides discussed the key aspects of Sovie —TrdTan rélations

and topical internationai problems. They voiced profound satisfaction with the high
level, effectiveness, and diversified character of Soviet-Indian relations, making good
progress on the sound basis of the Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation between
the Soviet Union and India. Both sides reiterated their desire to continuc Lo make
_consistent efforts for the comprehensive development and strengthening of these relations
for the good of the peoples of the two countries and in the interests of universal

peace.

Mikhail Gorbachev and Rajiv Gandhi noted the basic importance of the documents that were
to be signed during the current visit of the Indian prime minister, including an agree-—
ment on guidelines for trade, economic, scientific, and technical cooperation to the year
2000 and an agreement on economic, scientific, and technical cooperation in the establish-
‘ment of a number of specific projects in India, for the further expansion and develop-
ment of traditional mutually beneficial contacts between the USSR and India. These
‘agreements are opening broad horizons for interaction between the two great states,
"bound by ties of sincere friendship. by
In discussing the world situation, the sides voiced concern over persisting international
tensions, the incessant arms race, especially the race in nuclear armaments, and the
growing danger of its spread to space. The Soviet Union and India stressed the impor—- .
tance of the task of immediately terminating the arms race on earth and preventing it

"in space. The participants in the talks strongly denounced any attempt to use the talks
on ending the arms race and on disarmament as a cover for the further escalation of the
arsenals of weapons of mass destruction. The soviet side voiced support for the
initiatives of the heads of state and government of six countriles aimed at the eventual
exclusion of nuclear weapons from the life of mankind. The sides voiced concern over
growing tension in the Asian and Pacific region as a consequence of the expansionistic
policy of the forces of imperialism, which had claimed vast zones of that reglon as
spheres of their “yital interests,'" and noted that an explosive situation in the Indian
Ocean basin was persisting as a consequence of the expansion of military bases and the,
escalation of the U.S. military presence. o
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It was noted that the USSR and India were against outside intervention in the interunal
affairs of southwest Asian countries and supported an immediate political settlement
there through talks so as to protect the sovereign rights of the states of that
region and to strengthen universal peace and security.

Exchanging opinions on the situation in Southeast Asia, the participants in the talks
voiced the conviction that the only sensible way to settlement was offered by .
constructive dialogue between the countries in that area and by a search for peaceful
and mutually acceptable solutions to the existing problems. The Soviet side stressed
the propitious effect of relations of friendship and cooperation between India and
the Indo-Chinese states on the gsituation in Southeast Asia.

Reviewing the situation in Central America, the sides stressed that support for the
people of Nicaragua in their struggle to defend the independence of their homeland
was an important task for all the anti-imperialist and peace-loving forces.

Both sides noted with satisfaction the growing role of the Nonaligned Movement in

the common efforts to improve the world situation and in the struggle agalnst imperi-
alism, colonialism, neo~-colonialism, racism, and apartheid. Mikhail Gorbachev spoke
highly of India's great contribution towards strengthening the unity and enhancing the
international prestige of the Nonaligned Movement. He voiced confidence that Iundia,

as one of the most prestigious leaders and the current chairman of that movement, would
continue to contribute towards its further invigoration in the struggle for peace and
disarmament and against the nuclear threat and the aggressive ambitions of imperialdism.,

Rajiv Gandhi noted that the Soviet Union's constructive policy of peace constituted
one of the most important factors of ensuring peace and security for the peoples under
the present-day international conditions; he appreciated the Soviet initiatives aimed
at resolving the problems of disarmament and improving the international situatiom.

The participants in the talks stressed the basic significance of regular summit

contacts as an important instrument of strengthening relations of friendship and trust
between the two countries. It was noted that such contacts contributed to the
advancement of the entire complex of relations of friendship and enhanced the effective~
ness of the efforts made by the USSR and India in the struggle for safeguarding and
strengthening universal peace and security. Rajiv Gandhi reaffirmed an invitation to
Mikhail Gorbachev to pay a visit of friendship to India at a convenient time. The
invitation was accepted with gratitude.

Present at the talks, on the Soviet side, were: Maltsev, first deputy foreign minister
of the USSR; Aleksandrov, assistant to the general secretary of the CPSU Central
Committee; Chetverikov, first deputy chief of the International Information Department
of the CPSU Central Committee; Rykov, USSR ambassador to India; Valkov, chief of a
department of the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs. '

On the Indian side: Bhandari, foreign secretary of the Tndian Ministry of External
Affairs; Nurul Hasan, Indian ambassador to the USSR; Sharda Prasad, information
adviser in the prime minister's office; Arora and Charekhan, secretaries. to the
prime minister; 'Raghunath, joint secretary of the Indian Ministry of External

Affairs.
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Source New York Times, 23 May 1985, PP- Al, A8 Pages_ 2
dfather, Jaw:

———————

Continued From Page Al

GANDHI STRESSES - _

%ﬂ ,o- - Y
backingSikh terrorists inthe Punjab.

 INDIA-SOVIET LINK iimemetieas

referred to a declaration on disarma-

ment signed last year in New Delhi by
India and five other nations. - o

Critic_izes Some USPO‘IC'BS ! «The Soviet Union was the only nu-
T A . . ' i clear-wea] wer that daccepted the-
" During a Visit to Moscow i New e aration, and the United
U ’ o | States did not even bother to pick up the,

' document,” he said. C e -

Jharlal Nebru, who |
was India’s first Prime Minister, and

.| attended the naming of another Mos-
1 cow square after his mother, Indira

Gandhi, his predecessor as Indian head
of government. . Co ‘
He was given the unusual oppor-
tunity to- address the nation on the
evening television NEWS program,
stressing the two nations’ long friend-
ship and a broad cooperation that
ranges from cultural exchanges to the
launching of an Indiafi astronaut
aboard a Soviet spaceship in 1984.

By SETH MYDANS The declaration'calls on the nuclear

" gpecial to The New York Times

.-On Thursday, Mr. Gandhi is to leave
for a three-day tour of Soviet cities be-

i powers to prohibit testing, production | fore returning to New Delhi.

v

i

Rhajiv Gandhi ended two days of talks | Mr. Gandhi said that the situation in.
rt of Indi d criticisn some length and that Mikhail S.'Gorba-
BTt o o policies. criticlsm of some | 507 e Soviet leader, had given him
Ry . Pakistanisbackingthe Afghan rebels.
two trade accords were. signed, had |~ ndia alone among nations in the re-
afral
the cause of peace.” . ‘Soviet military action. ~ . L
the Soviet Union for'his first cial| JBrigfed on Soviet-Chinese Talks -,
| been an old friend over 30 years.”. | ing or intervening in the internal af-
| “Wehave stood together in times of | fairs of another country,” he said, ap-
trial, and we recognize that,”” he said. | parently alluding both to Soviet back-
| Relations With U.S.CalledGood | A ! And.
: | support for the insurgents:
terence, said India’s relations with the Mr. Gandhi said Mr. Gorbachev had
month, have been good. .- withChina. The Indian leadet said that
«we look to the United States for Chinese conditions for improving rela-
and more trade,” he added. - -‘."it!ld‘f“.llwai“ from - Afghanistan, Te-
Asked whether India might offer | mained a barrier.
. P e ‘Soviet Union is extending a credit of a
?o;%?gé‘;’rgggg‘g&ggnﬁ;ﬁ:m& toNien rubles (S1.15 billion) to finance
: ything.” . |'iisinly in the ; "
’ i 3 .14 |' mainly in the areas of electric power,
He said the United S1ate8 had fafl ed} oil, coal and industrial goods. India is

. ! !
- MOSCOW, May 92 — Prime Minister 1 and deployment of ngclear weapons, - =

here today with praise for Soviet sup-i Afghanistan had been discussed at
'+ He said that Xﬁs"visi.i:"durihg‘whichi an account of Soviet assertions that
sstrengthened our relations and helped | gion has from criticizing the
. _The Indian leader aid he had chosen ;| '

| trip as Prime Minister because “ithas! . «weare not forany country interfer-
1ing for the: Government and. outside
Mr. Gandhi, speaking at a news con-

United States, which he will visit pext; also discussed the Soviet discussions
technology, deeper cultural exchanges tions, notably 2 dem_gx_x d ff" ,SOVi-et
more support for United States policies Under the pew trade accords, the
O the cost of Soviet goods and services,
change for.an S - :

to restrain Pakistan’s developmen of 8| Moscow’s principal tradé partner i

{ nuclear weapor, which he §aid’ was |: the third world, with more than $3 bil-

“very close” 10 being:achieved. . ' lion in exchanges annually.

“The United States ‘wants to turn 2 However, the United States is India’s

blind eye to the Pakistani muclear pro- largest trading partner, with $4 billion
e A 4

gram,” Mr. Gandhi’ §gid. in exchanges annually.
~ Among issues’ to" \ The Soviet Union is also India’ main
President Kg'_ag@‘fﬁé' Sd “are alléga- {| arms supplier, ané Mr. Gandhi- said

“defense cooperation’ with the Soviet
Union was improving. o :
' After a lavish welcome on Tuesday,
- I the Russians continued their red-car-
pet treatment for, Mr. Gandhi today,
with extensive television coverage. He.
laid flowers at a square named for his|

tions that the Unit
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Prime Minister ‘»Rajiv Gandhi of India; left, and Miichéil S. Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, exchanging copies of
_trade accords yesterday 'at the Kremlin. Applauding atrightis Andrei A.

Associated Press

GromykKo, the Soviet Foreign Minister.
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Source__ RIS (IISSR), 24 May 1985, pp. DI-N2 Pages

GANDHI'S_ACTIVITTES_IN MOSCOW, BELORUSSIA CITED
Arkhipov, Gandhi Address Meeting
PM231407 Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 23 May 85.Second Edition pp 1, 3
[TASS report under general heading: "USSR-India: Goodneighborliness and Coopgration"]

[Text] The close friendship and varied cooperation between the USSR and India serves
the interests of the two countries' peoples and the cause of world peace and inter-
national security. This was noted at R. Gandhi's meeting with representatives of the
Soviet public in the House of Unions Hall of Columns.

The gathering was addressed by I.V. Arkhipov, first deputy chairman of the USSR Council
of Ministers. The .friendship and mutual ties between our countries, the speaker said,
are developing upwardly and are a graphic example of how fruitful and diverse cooperation
between states with different social systems can be when their policy is inspired by the
ideals of justice, equality, and mutual respect, and the struggle for peace and the
peoples' security and against aggression and colonialism. - The importance of our
cooperation has particularly increased today, under the conditions of the dangerous
aggravation of the international situation, which is the direct result of the actions

of the most aggressive forces of imperialism.

All progressive mankind recently celebrated the 40th anniversary of the great victory
over fascism. ‘The Soviet Union highly rates the particlpation and attention which you
personally, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, and the entire Indian people have paid to this glorious
date and to the cause of the struggle against the resurrection of fascism. The multi-
million-strong Soviet public is deeply satisfied by the fact that the USSR and India act
from the same or close positions on topical present-day problems.

It was 30 years ago that the fundamental agreements were signed that essentially laid
the foundation for the multifaceted cooperation between the USSR and India in the field

of the cconomy, scicnce and technology, culture and education. Three decades are a
comparatively short period, but how far the entire complex of our cooperation has
advanced, embracing virtually all spheres of our peoples' activity —- from the sub-

terranean depths to the heights of spacel

Soviet=Tndian summit meetlngs occupy a special place.  The USSR notes with profound
satlsfaction that your visit, estcemed Mr Rajiv Gandhi, has been a major new step in

the development of relations of friendship and cooperation between the USSR and India.
Soviet-Indian documents have been signed that will undoubtedly lend new dynamism to that
development.

In the rostrum was Academician N.N. Blokhin, chairman of the International Lenin Prize
"por the Consolidation of Peace Among the Peoples" Committee. I have the honor, he
said, to present Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi with the gold medal and certificate
of the International Lenin Prize "For the Consolidation of Peace Among the Peoples"
which has been awarded to Indira Gandhi, that outstanding Indian statesman, politician,
and public figure. It is symbolic that the lofty award is being presented to Indira
Gandhi's son and her successor as prime minister.

To the .applause of those assembled, N.N. Blokhin presented the medal and certificate

to R. Gandhi. On behalf of the Soviet public the prime minister was presented with a
bronze sculpture of Indira Gandhi.
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The meeting was addressed by Rajiv Gandhi., Tt gives me tremendous joy to address the
citizens of the Soviet Union, who have given us such a warm reception, he said. Every
Indian whenever he comes to the Soviet Union, knows that a meeting in a spirit of
‘boundless friendship awaits him. I convey warm greetings from the Indian people to
the great people of the Soviet Union, to the Soviet leadership, and to Mikhail
Sergeyevich Gorbachev. Our countries exchanged ambassadors after India had been
liberated from colonial rule, but the mutual friendship between the two peoples was
born long before that date.

My greatgrandfather Motilal Nehru and my grandfather Jawaharlal Nehru, who were on

the front line of India's struggle for freedom, visited the Soviet Union back in 1927,
when the 10th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution was being cele-
brated. They both very much wanted to see for themselves and to study the new social
system that was being built in the USSR. At the time, Jawaharlal Nehru highly
assessed the importance of the Russian Revolution, which he called one of the greatest
events of world history.

India's struggle for independence, the guest continued, has met with the Soviet
people's resolute support. We in turn were perturbed by the conflicts that flared
up in Europe in the twenties and thirties, and particularly by the sinister rise of
fascism. J. Nehru did not tire of warning the world of the looming dangers, and he
was depressed by the attitude of some European governments toward Hitler. We in
India, although we were not free at the time, unconditionally opposed fascism and

we admired the Soviet people's heroic struggle. This year you celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the victory over fascism. We rejoice with you; we salute your heroos.

India's struggle for freedom is the history of an unarmed people's resistance to the
world's biggest empire. We achieved marked successes. The country, which had
virtually no industry, has now become a major industrial power. In a major business,
the modernization of the economy, we are encountering invaluable mutual understanding
and assistance from the Soviet Union.

During my visit, we have discussed plans for cooperation in the economy, trade,
science, and technology for the next 15 years. The horizons here are very broad.

The Soviet Union's support is not restricted to the economic sphere. You supported
us in times of difficulty for India. A friend in neced is a friend indecd. The
Indian people consider the Soviet people to be true fricends. Indian-Soviet friend-
ship graphically shows that two peoples with different social systems can establish
firm relations of mutual understanding and cooperation in their common interest. Our
greatest cause is peace. We both want peace, mindful of the past and dreaming of the
future. Only the tree of peace can give mankind living fruit. 1In a period when
peace depends on nuclear arsenals, I confirm the resolve of the Nonaligned Movement
and of India to struggle for peace and disarmament.

You have awarded Indira Gandhi the Lenin Peace Prize. That is a gesture which the
Indian people prize highly. Vladimir Ilich Lenin, with whose name this prize is
linked, is one of the immortal representatives of mankind.

R. Gandhi's meeting with the representatives of the Soviet public was a further
graphic manifestation of strengthening Soviet-Indian friendship.
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INDIAN CCNCERN OVER U.S. ARMING OF PAKISTAN

1LD142126 Moscow TASS in English 2023 GMT 14 Jun 85
["Justified Concern" -- TASS headline]
[Fxcerpl]  Moscow Junc 14 TASS -- TASS political news analyst Boris Chekhonin reports:

The American-Indian talks between President Ronald Reagan and Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi have shown that Washington has turned down in a categorical form India's concern
over the U.S. policy of mass rearmament of Pakistan.

Facts show that India's concern is absolutely justified. No country of South Asia --

a region with a population of about one billion people -- has ever been turned into such
a gigantic arsenal of armaments as Pakistan today. Islamabad spends one third of its
annual budget on large-scale rearmament. Added to it should be 3.2 billion dollars
supplied by the U.S. in the form of the military-economic aid. According to the PRESS
TRUST OF INDIA, Washington is going to expand the scope of this aild. Talks were started
between the U.S. and Pakistan on concluding another military-political deal to the sum
of 6 hillion dollars.

As is known, Pakistan receives from the U.S. the most up-to-date weapons which by no
means are defensive onmes. The list of the weapons includes "y¥-16" fighter-hombers
capable of delivering missiles with nuclear warheads to the biggest Indian cities,
cruise missiles, the most up-to-date "Cobra" helicopters, spying planes and the most
up-to-date tanks. The Indian press reports ever more often that Washington connives
at Pakistan's activities aimed at creating a nuclear bomb,
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Source Telegraph, 26 May 1985, p. 4

Soviet visit not to harm ties with

Pages_1~ :

Frunze, (Soviet Kirghizia ) May
25 (PTI): The Prime Minister, Mr
Rajiv Gandhi, said here today
his visit to the Soviet Union had

“gone off very well.” He was also .

confident that this would not
lead to any misunderstanding
with the Americans. .

Talking to Indian newsmen
accompanying him on the last
day of an official visit marked by
a great friendliness, Mr Gandhi

ed any concern about India’s

Mr Gandhi said he had a “very
good” exchange of. views with
the Soviet leadership, particu~

Mr Mikhail Gorbachyov.

He said he had come here
expecting it would help improve
relations and at the end of the
visit he was-in a position to say:
«I think they (the. -relations)

; and understand the Soviet lead-
| ership.” ;v

Asked about the follow-up, Mr

Gandhiisaid the talks had’

 already Jed to the signing of two
agreements and they would
think about further proposals.
He said there had been no
decision yet on accepting the
Soviet offer of fighter aircraft to
match the US F-16 and other
aircraft supplied to Pakistan. He
could, however, say the quality
‘of weapons and other defence

said the Soviets had not express- -

relations with the United States. *

larly with the general secretary, '

have improved.... What had been
' important was to get to know *

1

.‘Americans felt that Soviet com- .

more of them (the safegué.rds").” l

Mr Gandhi said his private

talks with Mr Gorbachyov had”
included disarmament, the Indi- "
an Ocean and the countries in
the region which have specific”

problems.

Soviet-US relations: He said he
had been given no message to

convey to the US President, Mr

Ronald Reagan, whom he is

meeting next month. He said the

Soviets were not happy with the '
; Geneva talks. They thought Mr

Reagan’s “strategic defence in-

itiative” was a setback for dis-
-armament. - .

The Prime. Mi;tister said he

thought, Mr * Gorbachyov was :

trying to accomplish in the
Soviet Union what he (Mr Gan-
dhi) was trying to do in India—
improve technology and reorient

the labour force. He said “the
Soviet Union was very advanced .

in many fields and Mr Gor-

bachyov was trying to bring up .
his country in other fields asi

well” . T
‘Computers: Speaking about
computers, Mr Gandhi said the
puters were not “good enough”

and at the same time claimed
that they felt threatned by

- Soviet military technology: They

supplies offered by the Soviet '

Union would be “good and
hig .” .

Mr Gandhi
would be taken on the Soviet
“offer of a nuclear power station
on his réeturn to India. He added
that there were some problems
‘because of the Soviet law requir-

said a decision

ing international safeguard as it "

was not known how this would
affect India’s nuclear' plans.
There had been talks with the
Soviets in Delhi, but a final
official decision. had not been
possible before the’ visit, be-
cause' Dr Raja Ramanna, chair-
man of the atomic energy com-
mission, had begn away in Cuba.
Mr Gandhi said, “We have inter-

national safeguards for the '

American station at Tarapur.
This'is. why we do not want any

cited this as a reason for taking
up new kinds of weaponry such

-as space arms. “There is some-

thing wrong somewhere in the

. American assessment of Sovet

technology,” he said.

Pakistan: Mr Gandhi said that
he had expressed his concern
over the expansion of Pakistan’s
nuclear weapons programme
and the unpréecedented arms
build-up in that country. He said
India could match Pakistan in
conventional weapons, but at a
heavy cost. He said the Soviets
had assured him that they
“share our concern and anxiety
in this regard.” o .

He said the Soviets had ex-
pressed unhappiness _over the
deaths of Soviet soldiers in an
explosion at @a Pakistani camp.

They had- also said US arms *
supplies .to Pakistan were’
hindering -a political settlement °

, ! ‘and France this year. -

of the Afghan issue. -
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" Afghanistan: Asked if India
! shared the view that Pakistan
- played an active role in Afgha-
nistan, he said there were train-
"ing camps for Afghan rebels in
Pakistan and weapons were
- channelised to them through the
country. :

Indo-Soviet ties: Referring to .

Soviet Union’s, friendship with
India, Mr Gandhi said it was not
because of any particular in-
| terest it served but because, “we
see the situation in the world, in
particular areas similarly. Our
perceptions are  similar.” He
added, “We both hold the Indo-
Soviet Treaty as important. It
has been there for so many
years. It does not affect our
nonalignment.”
" Punjab: Mr Gandhi said he
had explained the Punjab situa-
tion to the Soviets and they had
not expressed any anxiety. He
added that he would discuss his
-trip to the Soviet Union and the
Punjab problem with Opposition
leaders on his return, to Delhi.
China: Mr Gandhi said both In-
dia and the Soviet Union wanted
to normalise relations with
China. :

«The Soviet Union has been
having talks with Beijing, but
there are some obstacles. India
is also likely to have a dialogue .
with China,” he said.

Boat ride: Mr Gandhi met the
Kirghizian Communist Party
leader, Mr T.U. Usubaliev, today
and discussed with him relations
between India and the republic.

The Prinie Minister also had a
boat ride in the picturesque
Issyk-Kul lake. Mr Gandhi also
visited a small town, Cholopon-’
Ata, situated on the banks of the
lake and saw the largest horse
breeding farm there. Traditional
equestrian contests were espe-
cially organised for him.

India test: Mr Gandhi said a
festival of India would be held in
the Soviet Union in the summer
. of 1987. A festival of the Soviet
Union would . also- be held in’
India in the winter of 1988. The
India festival would. be on the
lines. of those to be.held in US
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Joint quest

: FOW. May 22 "~ He fold another questioner he ‘will’
- MOSCOW, ;Ma).r. 2 (P‘II) discuss American backup for Punjabi
RIME Minister Rajiv Gandhi af- terrorists whien he meets Mr. Reagan,
ter his ‘summit with .Genéral .= Mr. Gandhi confirmed that his
Secretary Gorbachev has ‘declared’ Washington visit came’ up in his dis-
that India and the Soviet Union “will cussions with Mr. Gorbachev but said
always be together in the quest for 'he was not carrying any message from
‘peace.” . . oo - " lthe Soviet leader to the :American
At an‘mtqmanqqal_ press confer-| President. . R : o
ence here this evening, Mr. Gandhi|  Asked why he had made his first:
hastened to add-that he is going to; official *visit. abroad to the -Soviet!
Washington next month to establish a’ Union, Mr. Gandhi said: “Well, we
relationship with President Reagan, have to go somewhere first. The
whom he has met only.once ‘before’ Soviet Union has been an old friend
briefly; and to improve ties with the' for over 30 yqars. "We bave stood
United States from where India ex- together in times™ of trial and we
pected high technology, closer cultu- recognise that. They also were the
ral kinship and more trade.” * . ° first to invite me.” N
. Replying to questions from Amer- - He said the Indian foreign policy
jcan correspondents, Mr. Gandhi said' has been consistent and he did not see
he had given ‘no commitment’ to Mr. any change in it. - . .o
Gorbachev _that India will not get pr. described Tndo- American rela:
c¥c’}ic;l::etél) 1tfh ?nvzf'esvtv' of his quest forlﬁoqs‘ as “good”, and vnote‘d’ that the
peace together with the Soviet Union :g::it:(i)ésrtta::? is now India’s largest.
.he considered the United ‘States a: . Doy P
greater threat 1o peace (han the e the suminit and he
) , Mr: Gandhi noted that thei s
Soviets were the only nuclear power ‘ha‘c.‘\g‘;tpg)s\;;\l]g;d”tll’l: sggﬁgs ‘tnhea\:.we
to accept the Delhi Declaration of the ', e not for any c’o'untry to interfere or
;*:df;?;sc:amns for a halt to th? ‘intérvene’ in the internal affairs of
“The United States did not cven;2BOtheT country.”. Lo
oths ik o e G, b o P e
° f\enwAn'xérican correspondent ‘asked 0 Afghanistan and of the magnitude
if in view of his expectation-of aid of assistance to the .mstvx__.lfgc.ngs_.‘
from the United States in high tech-| A French correspondent referred to
nology and trade he would show some; the ‘spy scandal’ in which France and
<enthusiasm’ for American foreign. the United States first figured and
policy, Mr. Gandhi said ‘“We do. not!asked if he had discussed with Mr.,
compromise our position in return for Gorbachev . the ~subsequent Tevela-
“anything.” - . -~ Itions of Polish and Soviet involve-
) Askei what he thought of Sovietment. “This did not come up during
press suggestions linking the assas- Jthe discussions,” Mr. Gandhi replied.
sination of Indira Gandhi’with the' He said he had discussed at the
‘ American ‘state terrorism policy,’ the .- - - Continued on- Page 5 : -
Prime Minister said it would be prem-. ' '
ature- for -him!.to; comment on the.
suggestion- since the commission of’
enquiry. had’ not “yet _ submitted its
report. - o :
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-~ Continued from Page 1

summit India’s worties about Pakistan;

getting close to - development of.a

nuclear weapon, and added “We are.

especially worried because we feel the
United States could do more to
Pakistan but was not doing so”..

He referred "to the recent
apprehension by American customs
of ‘a Pakistani national’s attempt to
smuggle out a triggering device and to
his being let off after the charge
against him was changed, and said
‘We feel this is serious.”

UNI Adds: Mr. Gandhi pointed out

that the only exception to the syming-
ton agreement was Pakistan. " -

. About Asian security, he said this -

was an “old concept.” }
“We "are really for nations not
interferring or intervening in areas
outside their own. India has put for-
ward a proposal for the Indian Ocean
being as nuclear free zone.”
- -Similarly, he said other Asian na-
tions had their own proposals. “We

do not want Asia to become a hotbed

of tension and ships prowling in our

StOP “relations.

.Soviet Union’s efforts

- areas and shores.” N o
Asked for his updated assessment -

of the Indo-Soviet friendship treaty,

Mr. Gandhi said it had played a very .

major role and helped in developing:
bilateral economic, cultural and other

. “We see the future relations, even
brighter”, he averred. o
Replying to another question, Mr.
Gandhi said Indo-Soviet cooperation’
in the field of defence was “improving
substantially.” .- . :
- Asked about concessional aid from

- monetary agencies like the Interna-

tional Development Association, Mr.
Gandhi said it was not a quid pro quo.
“We would like that as well. I think
we need that aid...” o

Mr. Gandhi answered in the
affirmative when asked whether the
; l to build bridges
of friendship with China figured in his
talks with Mr. Gorbachev.

He said he was informed of the
Soviet Union’s discussions with Chi-

na. India on its part gave its assess- -

ment of its talks with that country. He
said the Chinese still persisted with
three basic preconditions which was a
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“drawback for any real progress....”
Question: - Was the border claim
one of the three preconditions?

Mr. Gandhi: The border claim is .
not part of the threé pre-conditions. :
Mr. Gandhi said the Soviet Union
was appreciative of India’s offer of
good offices to Sri Lanka to solve the
ethnic problem in that country. “We

-explained in great detail what we had
-done to ~bring some sort of settle-

ment.” : .
He said the position in Sri Lanka
was sensitive and there was need for
that government to take some initia-
tive to solve the Tamil problem.
Mr. Gandhi said India firmly be- -
lieved that :there could only be a-

_political solution to the problem and

not a military one. “We hope Sri
Lanka will come forward for such a
solution.” oo ‘

He said the problem of Sikh ex-
tremists and terrorists in Punjab fi-.
gured in'the talks. “I think Mr.
Gorbachev appreciates the situation.”

He told a correspondent that India
felt the British government should,
take more steps to deal with the
action of terrorists in that country. .
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“weapons anid other deferice Suppl
:.the Soviet. Un;oq had “offered’ would

on; had been -away-in"Cuba
There Was no other problem excep

- Union’ ha'd “gone off very well” Mr.;
_Gandhi - assertcd = not:
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Rajiv’s concern over
build-up around us

MOSCOW, May 21 (UNI).
Rajiv’

RIME Minister

Gandhi . ‘today ' voiced
concern at the militarisation
across India’s border and in
the .Indian Ocean and
affirmed India’s desire to
promote harmonious rela-

tions in the South Asian re-

on.

Speaking ‘at a banquet hosted by
Soviet Communist - Party chief
Mikhail Gorbachev, Mr. Gandhi
said India was opposed to any kind
of outside interference or interven-
tion anywhere.

““We desire South Asian Regxonal

Co-operation (SARC) to make con-u
tribution to better mutually benefi-
cial relaqons among the countnes of
the region.

In a review of the international
scene, Mr. Gandhi referred to ten-
sions in. various regions and said

world peace and tranquility were

closely linked.

A regional conflict could cusily
turn global and “we must all be
greatly concerned about this. he
added. )

Dwelling on the situation in the
South Asian region, Mr. Gandhi
recalled the series of initiatives In-
dia had taken in recent months to
further improve its relations with its

. neighbours to promote peace and
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co-operation.

Mr. Gandhi spoke of the con-
tinued denial of the fegitimate rights
of Palestinians, the efforts w frus-
trate the functioning of government
in. Latin America. the continuing
armed contlicts in South-West and
South-East Asia and the practice of
apartheid and aggression- in South
Africa against African people.

“None of us while safegnarding
the interest of our nations, can over-

look our duty to the human race..

The prism of geography may colour:
our peoples differently, -but in the
white light, we are one humanity.

“‘Itis to the service of that human-
ity that Indo-Soviet fncndshlp is
dedicated,” he said.

Praising the Soviet initiative for
world peace, Mr. Gandhi said. “We
have welcomed the various initia-
tives that you -have personally

taken. We sincerely wish success to .

your efforts.™
He said India welcomed the re-

- sumption of the USSR-USA Gene-

va negotiations on disarmament and
the resolve of the two nations to

‘work for the complete ‘climination

of nuclear weapons.

He expressed India’s happiness at
the Soviet Union’s prompt and posi-
tive response to the six-nation Delhi

Decluration .

Mr. Gandbn said that o this nuc-
lear e, e daske et ot all
peaple was tor peace Butoat the
sanve time the xl.mﬂu 1o peace had
becn greal.

This dunger  arose from  the
weapons that had been developed in
the namce of sceurity.

“It is a good sign that there is
repeated public expression of a de-
‘sire to reduce and eliminate nuclear
weapons.™

Although the onus of disarma-
ment was that  of the nuclear
weupon powers. no nation could
remain -unconcerned. There could
be no greater leveller and deaimator
than a nuclcar war.

“Nuclear death will not mspect
people’s passports. It will not care
for nationality, ‘as it will not care for
life. There are no winnable wars or
1mpregnable defence against nuclear'
weapons.’

On_ Indo-Soviet friendship. Mr.
Gandhi said the scope for economic.
scientific and cultural co-operation
was immense.

India and the Soviet Union were
both committed to peace. India
would continue along the path of
national development charted by
Nehru. and Indira Gandhi.
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By H K. Dua

"'NEW- DELHI, May 30..

India and the Soviet Union.are
believed to have differed considerably
on Afghanistan at the talks that took
place in Moscow during | Mr Rapv
Gandhi's visit.. :

According to available mformauon.
these differences came prominently to
the fore when the two sides-began
workmg on the. joint statement the
two sides issued at the ‘end. of the
Rajiv Gandhi-Gorbachev talks.

These diffeggnces in fact held up'\

the finalisation of the jointstatement.
At one stage it looked. as.if.no such
statement would. be issued at all.

. The differences. it'is learnt; related-

to the concept of non-intervention
which the Indian delegation sought to
incorporate in the joint statemeft.
Actually, all that the Indian side was
trying fo do was to reiterate a position
of ‘the non-aligned movemem on-
Afghanistan.

Moscow was reluctant 10’ mcorpo-

- rate’ any t'ormulanon upderscoring | the tion - Indra and the Sovxet _Union -

amstan

'mterference m the mtemal affairs of
the countrigs of the region. They are\

concept of non-intervention which, in- adopted in the joint statement.at the
its “view, _would have - amounted.’to -end. of Indira Gandhi’s vrsrl to the
cmrcxsm of ns invasion of Afgha"s- Sovuet ‘Union - in,1982. = -
tan: - 5% ' ‘The joint statement issued last Sun-
- So vehemem was Moscow soppos‘_ ddy contains no reference critical of
tion that at one stage it suggested ‘that' Moscow and. at'the. same time it tries
it. was  better'not “to-issue ajoint . to come close to the Indian posmon in
statement at all‘or. drop any reference the non- ahgned movernent. : ““impression that the Soviet. Union is
to  Afghanistan. 'New :Delhi . was™ The joint statement.says, “lhe two- continuing to have a tough posture on
appafently not keen on.a statement : sides express serious concern over the Afghanistan and it is unlikely that the:
which made no. reference direct or continuation of the hot-beds of -ten- - current round” of _discussions on.
- indirect -~ to Afghamstan ‘The omis- .'sion in" South-West Asia and reaffirm Afghanistan under the UN ausprces is-
sion’ might- have ‘led: many -in the .their conviction that the problems of | going to yield results.
non- ahgned movement to accusé’In-the region demand- peaceful political ' - That Mr. Gorbachev would have a
dia of acqunescence 1o Sovxet stand on solutions paying full respect to the tough stand on Afghanistan first came
Afghamstdn - L mdependence sovereignty, territorial “to be known when he met: President ;
"Available: information stiggests that ‘integrity and non- -aligned s status of the Zia of Pakistan’ after Chernenko’s
those working on the draft of the joint countries ‘of the region. - They call - funeral. Tt is well known by now that
statement could not come to'an agree- upon. the ‘countries of the rdgion te Gorbachev sternly warned Pakistan -
ment for hours and -ultimately -the . expeditiously ' terminate . ‘the - armed ‘against interferring in Afghamstan by.
‘matter was referréd to higher mem- conﬂxcts. ‘to exercise restraint and- helping Afghan’ insurgents. -
bers of the two_delegations. A com- ‘co- operate constructivgly for reducing_ . The UN _emissary, Mr. Diego Cor-
promise-was arrived at after a series of :: tension and restoring piace India and dovz is meanwhile in the area trying’
" frésh consultations with the two sides ‘the Soviet . Union reiterate ~theih 16 find a way out of the Afghamstan
agreemg to use the general formula opposition to all forms of outside " impasse. * ..

-solutions alone”can guarantee a dur-"
able settlement of the exrstmg prob-
lems of the region.” :

Some ‘members of the Indran ey |
legation have come back with’ the .
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Indo-Soviet pact

Express News Service
NEW DELHI May 18

,IA and the Soviet Union would
be signing a-long term economic

‘cooperation agreement extending up-

to 2000 A.D. on next Wednesday,
when Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
would be in Moscow for intensive.
discussions covering bilateral and in--
ternational .issues with  the. Soviet

‘leaders. The Soviet Union would also -

be extending a fresh “sizeable” credit

“to finance some of the projects to be.

set-up jointly in the immediate future.

This was indicated - by Foreign
Secrétary Romesh Bhandari, here on
Saturday. The Prime Minister would
be leavmg for Moscow on Tuesday
along with senior officials for a five-
day sojourn. The Prime Minister
would be having exclusive discussions
with’ Soviet President Gorbachev on
‘Wednesday, soon after which, several
Aagreements covering oooperation in
economic and other fields 'are'ex-
pected to be signed. - -

Mr. Bhandari described the visit of
the Prime Minister as “important”.
Though it formed part of the tradi-
tiomal and periodical consultations
and cooperation in various fields be-
tween the two countries, the visit is
‘expected to provide anopportunity

up’fto 2000 A.D.

would not form part of the proposed
agreements.

The Prime - Mlmster would be
attending the plenery talks between
the two delegations beginning on the
‘very first day of he-visit. The Soviet-
leaders would be hosting a banquet on
Tuesday. On Wednesday after exclu-.
ssive talks with. the. Soviet' President,
Gorbachev, the Prime Minister would
be addressing a press conference.

On Thursday and Friday, the Ptime
Minister and his party would be
spending - their time in Minsk . the

. capital of Balorussia and Frunze in
- Khirgisthan. ;. “The.. Prime . Minister

would be leaving for India on Sunday
from Khirgisthan.

During the stay in the Sovxet caplt-
al, the Prime Minister would also
attend a ceremony on Wednesday of
-naming one Of the squares in the
memory of late Prime Minister Mrs.
Indira Gandhi. He would also attend
a public' meeting. . .

for in depth discussions for the first

time - between , the two 'leaders who.
have assumned their high ofﬁces onlya
few months ago.

The international and regional

issues on which there would be ex- -

change of views would include dis-
armament, peace and development,

the Afghan situation and Iran-Iraq

war would also figure in the talks.

- Mr. Bhandari said that the weapons .-

sale was not slated for discussion
during the visit. He also clarified that
the relations between India and any of
the super powers was not. at the-
expense of other super power and
were not based on exclusivity.

Mr.- Bhandari said that the econo-
mic cooperation between the two
countries being envisaged would cov-
er fields like power, coal, oil and

. machine building. He would not spe-.

cify the projects that would be co-
vered, but said that the nuclear power
s_tatipn was still under discussion and
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whieh were un rdlseuss Tower’
levels, aré fikely. to get: the seal of
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 Huge Soviet credit for

o MOSCOW, May 22

_'.-Two niajor 'égreerh'ents on economic Co-’
operation—one relating to. Soviet credit to. the
‘extent of one billion roubles (about' Rs. 1000

crores) to cover specific Indian projects in oil,

coal, power, machine building and ferrous sec- .
tors, the other an_original type of. long-range .
framework for fixing the directions of bilateral:
cooperation in economic, trade,” science and

‘technology areas—were -signed by India and
the SovietUnion heretoday. - =~ - = -~
" “In an.impressive Kremlin ceremony attended
on the Soviet side by a large number of Poli-

tburo members lining up behind the General |

‘Secretary. of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and
Mr. Mikhail’ Gorbachev. signed the two ‘agree-

ments- and exchanged the documents in a-
mood .that - was- visibly upbeat and ended in -

atoast. .- .7, o
< The leading members of the Indian delega-
tion included the Finance Minister, Mr. V. P.
Singh, and the Chairman of the Policy Planning
Cominittee, Mr. G. Parthasarathy, at the Ca-
binet rank level. )

- The signing followed nearly three hours of
unstructured talks without aides between Mr.
Gorbachev and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi.. ’

Current focus :
_. The first agreement tying up the big Soviet
rouble credit has a current focus. it covers the
financing of the cost of Soviet goods and servi-
ces in respect of -participation in projects that
form very much part of India's Seventh Plan
or future plans. The agreement does not. speci-
:fy the separate allocations for each. of the sec-
.tors or projects, but the assessment is that the
credit will satisfactorily cover the Soviet parti-
cipation costs in the projects. .

 The terms of the credit are highly attractive,
afthough they have not been publicly ‘announ-
ced. The repayment will ‘be over a 20 year
period- with-a three year moratorium and the
‘interest rate: will be two and a half per cent
per ‘annum. These:are known in international
lending _R;rlance as semi-grant if not near-grant
terms. The estimate is that the grant element

constitutes “some_ 60 per cent of the rouble
credit . b

The activity that is expected to take a'lead-.

ing share of the credit-is an integrated project
for onshore: oil exploration—where the Soviet
Union has considerable expertise. The idea of
Soviet participation in this ‘area is an Indian
Jinitiative. Lo

-._ The proj st will bring i.’n'major Soviet equip-
ment” and - expertise and the responsibility of.

_Broducing results will be that of the Soviet
“Union. The areas to be explored remain‘to be
identifled with a'degree of finality, but the ind-
ian official assessment is that this major project
will be quite’ easily covered under the credit.

The second sector: jn. order of importance

. to be covered under the rouble credit agree-

ment is coal. . The Soviet credit relates to an
open cast mine in ‘the Jharia. fields with .coal
washeries; - the ‘Moher.:and . Khadia open cast
mine in the Singrauli coalfields and Sitanala un-

derground colliery in the Jharia coalfields with -

washeries. It includes the setting up of an in-
stitute for. designing coal washeries plants and
facilities ‘for the. detailed design of coal pro-
jects. It also encompasses the modernisation
of the' Patherdih washery. : :

The third project.in which major Soviet parti-

. .. cipation will be covered under the credit agree-
. ment is the Kahalgaon thermal power piant in

Bihar.. The . technology for . this is familiar and
established and. it wilt be comparable to the
Vindhyachal thermal power project under con-
.struction. There will be a planned capacity of
840 MW in Kahalgaon, four units of 210 MW
each, only slightly smaller than Vindhyachal.

A feature of the Soviet participation in such
projects is that the bulk of the cost will be fund-
ed by India—up to 75 or 80 per cent—but
there is a key or vital input without which, qua-
itatively speaking, the project cannot take off.

- - The participation in the machine building sec-
tor- under the agreement relates to India’s plans
for :modernisation or renovation of the Hea

_Engineering Corporation and other plants, wi
‘which-the' Soviet Union will be associated. The
association with the ferrous sector means es-
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ian projects

sentially activity designed to torie up old steel
plants, and will not involve any new major steel
project.’ There could be the addition of other
modest projects under the agreement at a later
point. . c- B o g

“Flexibility’

Indian official sources characterised the cre-
dit agreement as “flexible”, which means the
repayment for the principal and the payment
of interest in respect of this credit will be in
rupees in line with all past credits. Further, the
repayment will be used by the Soviet side for
the purchase of Indian goods in- accordance
with the Indo-Soviet trade agreement in force
from time to time..

The broad framework agreement relates to
the prospects of -economic, trade and S "and

‘T cooperation between the two countries for

the period up to 2000 AD. -

The. agreement is based ‘on the evolving
pattern o?deve!opment of technology and capa-
bility on both sides, but envisages new forms
of economic relations and trade. The main
economic sectors covered by this guideline
agreement are: power, petroleum, coal, ferrous
and non-ferrous metallurgy, machine building,
production cooperation and science and techno-

logy. : .

1%\‘;3 agreement of India participating in civil
‘and industrial projects in the Soviet Union is
in a form and manner which will be mutually
agreed upon in specific cases. There is also
the possibility of cooperation in the construc-
tion of industrial and other projects in third coun-
tries.

India and the Soviet Union have agreed to
take measures for the “dynamic and steady
growth of mutual trade” in accordance with
the rupee trade and payment arrangements on
a long-term basis. Aside from the emphasis on
maintaining the tempo of growth of trade. there
is an interest in finding new forms of trade,

‘including -production cooperation, co-produc-

tion and cooperation in the services sector. The
hope is that one of the key areas taken up
for follow-up and development after this visit

- will be séience and technology—the fundamen-

tal and applied sciences and also technology.
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: MINSK (USSR, May 23.
After the intensive sessions of official talks
and othér engagements- in Moscow, the Rajiv
Gandhi visit moved into another; catching-a-gli-
mpse-of-this country.mode with a two-day visit
to Minsk, the capital of Soviet. Byelorussia

which is situated at the western l_:quhdaries of

the USSR . e
Thursday's programme was devoted to his-

tory—the ‘story of the great heroism of the

Soviet, -and in  particular - the Byelorussian
people, in the anti-fascist war, the story ‘of Nazt
bestiality and assault on civilisation and human-

’ty. ' i gt
" The indian Prime Minister followed up his
brief discussion session with the leaders of the
Byelorussian Republic by laying a wreath at
insk's Victory Square which has eternal flam-
es and a lofty obelisk commemorating the sol-
diers and partisans who died in the Second
World War in this hero city. . . '
Razed to the ground: Minsk, with ‘a popula-
tion of some 1.4 million, s an advanced city
with a history of nearly a thousand years. But
it was razed to the ground by the Nazi oc-
cupiers and has been rebuitt completely after
the war. It is a city of broad avenues, ‘much
greenery, elegant squares and modern apart-
ment buildings. : . :
t has a major museum of the history of the
great patriotic war and the Prime Minister was
given a tour of each section. At the end of
. he wrote the following message in the book
of visitors: o S
“The struggle of the Soviet and Byelorussian
people against fascism is so strongly brought
out that one immediately feels a strong abhorr-
ence of the evils of those times and it reminds
one of the neéd to put all our forces together

so as’ ot to- allow sqch',f‘orceé to rise ever’

The Hindu, Madras, 24 May 1985, p. 1

Pages 1

, Madras, 24 May 1985, - -

walk through history -

again. My compliments to all- those who stood
by their ideals and principles in this fight again-
st fascism. We salute the bravery of the Soviet

ple.
Human tragedy: Next came a tearning-and-

ceremonial visit to a.very special place in By-

elorussia, 'a place of overpowering human
tragedy and historical lessons. . o
“He who comes to Minsk for the first time
would certainly go to Khatyn by picturesque
‘roads... s I _
*He who wants to know more about By-

. elorussians, about their’ worries, and. concerns

is taken to Khatyn....

- '“Ha who is worried about mankind's future
and the earth's fate must know about Khatgn.._"
- The visit to Khatyn is al an astonishingly
beautiful route through W d country of fir,
pine and birch and sparsely populated human
activity.’ )

Khatyn used to be a small Byelorussian vil-
lage of 26 households, safeguarded against the
wind by white birch trees and tall pines. But
on March 22, 1943 Khatyn ceased to exist,
literally. '

All its inhabitants barring one—Josef Kamin-
ski, who. narrowly escaped death by fire and

bullets—were systematically exterminated by

a punitive Nazi Jetachment. Seventytive child-
ren were among them. And absolutely -every-
thing in this village was destroyed. :

- Today, the vilige is a monument to historical
trageddy. Khatyn is very green, its grass well
tended, its larks returned. its houses of 42 years
‘ago represented by 26 house frames, its wells
renovated, its flowers in bloom and its paths

reconstructed. But it is not a living village, mere-.

a grim memorial site representing 185 other
yelorussian villages liquidated by the Nazis
_with their entire populatior. The war toll in this
Hepublic which. now has some 10 million
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people was more than two million:- i other
words, every fourth Byelorussian ‘was:killed in
the anti-fascist struggle..  *~ R
" Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and his family stopped at
virtually every memorial stone of -landmark
here, including the bronze figure of Josef Kamin-
ski, the sole survivor, son in arms, looking war-
ningly at visitors coming’ his way, the cemetery
of villages, the wall of memory. of the victims
of concentrationcamps. . - RN
This walk through history and paying tribute

- to the victims of war and fascism on the fortieth

anniversary of the victory in the great patriotic
war was-an event to which the Soviet media
pgid major attention. : T

Byelorussia is one of the 15 Soviet republics

‘and it lies in the western part .of the Soviet

Union. Its name means white Russia. as. the
people in this reqrion are fairer than- the rest
of the Russians. The region is covered with
snow from September to April. Many Indians
study at higher educational institutions in Minsk.
Before his departure for Minsk,- a farewe!
ceremony was held for Mr. Gandhi at the Geor
iyevsky Hall of the grand Kremlin palace: Th:
viet - leader- Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev  bad:
farewell to Mr. Gandhi. . .o
At the airport in Moscow, India's tricolou
and the Soviet national flag were hoistec
Troops of the Moscow arrison lined up
vard of honour for Mr. Gandhi. The. militar
band played the national_anthems of the tw
countries. , AU
.Mr. Gandhi inaugurated in-Moscow the |
dira Gandhi Square near the botanical garder
of the Moscow University. The square is anot:
er in the series named after founders:of tf
Non-Aligned Movement. . .- - »
Mr. Gandhi also laid flowers at the memor
plaque of the Jawaharlal Nehru Square. -
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ANDTA'S GANDIIT_RETURNS HOME FROM_SOVIET UNION
OW261234 Beijing XINHUA in English 1218 GMT 26 May 85

[Text] New Delhi, May 26 (XINHUA) -- Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi returned here
today after his six-day state visit to the Soviet Union. This is his first official tour
since he assumed office on 31 October last year. Talking to newsmen at the airport,
Rajiv Gandhi described this visit as very successful.

Under one of the two agreements signed during the visit, India will get a whopping 11
billion rupees (about 911 million U.S. dollars) credit from Moscow to finance a package
of oil, power and coal projects. The second agreement sets out basic guidelines for
ceconomic, trade, scientific and technical cooperation between the two countrics for the
remaining period of the current century.

The Indian prime minister said that the Soviet proposal for Asian collective security was
figured in his talks in Moscow but nothing concrete emerged at the moment.

He pointed out that other proposals like declaring Indian Ocean a zone of peace and for

a nuclear frec zone in the region have been discussed. Efforts in this connection would
be continuced, he added.

Referring his upcoming visit to the U.S.A. in June, Rajiv Gandhi said he is going there
without a message from the Soviet leaders to the U.S. India will convey its opposition
to the U.S. 'star war' program, he noted.

Talking to Indian correspondents accompanying him on the visit yesterday, Rajiv said
that his visit to the Soviet Union has "gone off very well". He asserted that it would
not lead to any misunderstanding by the Americans.

He said that the Soviets had not expressed to him any worry about India's relations with

the U.S. India and the Soviet Union have reiterated their close bond of friendship and
decided to develop it with-regular exchange of visits at the highest level,
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PM280927 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 27 May 85 First Edition p &4
[TASS report: "R, Gandhi on His Trip to the Soviet Union"]

[Text] New Delhi, 26 May -- My visit to the USSR and the talks with General
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee Mikhail Gorbachev and other Soviet leaders were
very successful and fruitful. The Soviet-Indian agreements that were signed in Mascow
and that cover a broad spectrum of econonmic, trade, scientific, and technical cooperation
are a concrete illustration of the broadening and further strengthening of the friendly
relations between India and the Soviet Union and are of great importance for the two
states, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India has stated at a press conference at Delhi's
Palam Airport. He returned home today after paying an official friendly visit to the
Soviet Union at the invitation of the Soviet leadership.

The head of the Indian Government gave a high- appraisal. of the peaceful policy of the
Soviet Union, which firmly comes out in favor of preserving peace and preventing a new
world war. Wherever I went, in Moscow, Belorussia or Kirgizia, the theme of the defense
of peace was the principal one in our conversations with the Soviet leaders and members.
of Sovict public, Rajiv Gandhi cmphasized. e pointed out that India shares this
striving for peace. Our country, the prime minister emphasized, 1s against the U.S.
"star wars" program and I intend to tell this straight to President Ronald Reagan of

the United States when I meet with him.

[Moscow TASS in English at 1224 CMT on 26 May carries an otherwise

identical report on Gandhi's statements that adds the following comments: .
"We consider that the 'star wars' programme enhances the danger of a nuclear war still
more and poses a thrcat to all states, including India. More and more countries, cven
in the West, are expressing disagreement with those plans of Reagan."]

Rajiv Gandhi said that, as has been shown by his conversations with the Soviet leaders,
“the USSR supports the Nonaligned Movement and its contribution to the cause of peace
and to the struggle against the forces of imperialism and colonialism.

Thousands of Indian people who thronged the streets adjacent to Palam Airport welcomed

the prime minister with placards proclaiming "Long live the unbreakable Indian-Sovict
friend&hip!"
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PHCIAL REPORT

The Message to Moscow

!
RAJIV GANDHI set some kind of a record on last fortnight s visit to the Soviet Union. At every
city on his schedule, he deplaned in unseasonal rain. When he left, it was in brilliant sunshine.
But there was a symbolism in the meteorological phenomena. On his first official visit since
becoming prime minister, Rajiv managed to firmly consolidate the durable love affair between
the Soviet Union and the Nehru farhily. But though the visit was a clear indication of the future
direction of Indian foreign policy, it also offered a rare and intimate glimpse of the prime min-
ister's operating style, his ifiteraction with his close.aides and advisers and their place in the

current Indian power structure. Associate Editor DILIP BOBB was on board the Boeing that
carried Rajiv and his entourage to Moscow and back. His report:

Padvwana i st

" FOR VISITORS to the
Soviet Union, the most-
_'| sought-after ~ souvenir
after Stolichnaya vodka
is a stout wooden doll
| that opens in the middle
to reveal another and yet another till the
last one, tinier than a thumbnail In many
ways, the multiple doll symbolises more
than anything else, the problems of prob-
_ing the collective mind of the Soviet lea-
dership in bilateral exchanges: strip one
layer, and another appears in its place. In
that context, Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi didn't quite get down to uncover-
ing the last miniscule doll during last
fortnight's whirlwind visit to the Soviet
Union, but he came as close to it as was
politically and humanly possible.

That, in itself, was the single most cre-
ditable achievement of his high-profile .
five-day tour that succeeded in elevating
Indo-Soviet relations to a new and more
mutually beneficial plateau after a period
of relative uncertainty and edginess on
both sides. In fact, when Air-India's
Boeing 707, Annapurna, carrying the
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" pull. Theday before hisar-
. 'rival, a young Russian -

sy

. ficial and trite, it was

. that manifested itself in

_newest member ‘of the
_clan. Despite his relative

" exposure, Rajiv’s boyish

. charm and seeming sin-

‘Rajiv.  Her

" handsome leader in the

. over the widest possible
"% spectrum ~ -of . straight--~
- laced Sovietsociety. ©~

prime minister and his 31-member official

entourage touched down at Moscow’s

-Sheremetiavo-1 Airport in driving rain

and a bone-chilling wind, senior aides on
board were still unclear as to whether or

not the reception would match the

weather. “We really had no indication of

‘how they were going to treat the visit. We

had been preparing for it for weeks but in
all our discussions they gave us absolute-
ly no clue as to what their thinking was,”
said a top official.

‘In the end, the  worries and uncer-

tainty cleared as abruptly as the drizzle

and the long-lasting love affair between
the Soviets and the Nehru

and tulips that offer welcome and colour-
ful contrast ta the drab and depressing ar-

“chitecture of the buildings and condomi-

niums, are in full and glorious bloom. In-
side, the first flush of the Indo-Soviet
spring was experiencing an equally luxu-
riant flowering. Not since the intimate af-
finity between Jawaharfal Nehru and
Nikita Khruschev have leaders of thetwo
countries forged such an instant and visi-
ble rapport as did Rajiv Gandhi and Mik-
hail Gorbachov, a rapport that was alrea-
dy tentatively established during their
first meeting at the funeral of Gorba-
chov's predecessor,. Konstantin Usti-

family passed on to the

inexperience and lack of
good looks, - his natural .
cerity. exerts a powerful -
woman  -interviewed on
Soviet television was
asked why she sounded so
enthusiastic about seeing-
answer:
“Because he is the most
world.” Though super-

nonetheless a response

remarkable ways .and .

-In..an._interview . shortly before the

 visit, the new Soviet leader, Mikhail Gor- -
. bachov,:ihad  remarked - that “Indian

leaders are received with a special feeling
here’: and it was clearly no hollow plati-
tude. All along the broad and lengthy ex-
panse of Gorky Street, Moscow's main
boulevard, hundreds of people of all ages

- and both sexes braved the daunting

weather to grab a glimpse of the young

--Indian leader and greet him with shouts

of ‘Miree, Druzbah” (peace, friendship) as

.-he flashed past in his bullet-proof Zil
- limousine flanked by an impressive

wedge of motorcycle outriders. - .
. Forthe nexttwo days, as Rajiv and his

~ close aides closetted themselves in the
- historic and stunningly beautiful innards

of the Kremlin with Soviet leaders, Miree,
Druzbah continued to remain the domi-

nant theme.Outside, the' winter thaw had
- given way to the first flush of a Moscow

spring when the apple blossoms, lilacs

Gorbachov presenting Rajiva lilac . ..
. blossom on their Kremlin stroll .

novich Chernenko, earlier this year..
-7 The official schedule, in fact, was a
mere formality. Details of the two econo-
mic agreements signed in Moscow under
the glittering chandeliers of the Kremlin's
historic Vladimir Hall had already been

worked out between the two sides well in

- advance of the visit. One gives India,

Soviet credit to the tune of one billion rou-
bles (Rs 1,400 crore) to finance a wide
range of projects, mainly in power, coal,
oil, machine-building and ferrous tech-
nology with the low interest credit to be
used for Soviet purchase of Indian goods.
The other, more wide-ranging agree-
ment, is set in a longer-term perspective
and chalks out the directions of econo-
miic, scientific and technical cooperation

till the year 2000. But eventually, it was -

the shadows rather than the substance

42

LR

that proved to be of infinitely more
import and significance.
Kremlin-watchers were quick to note
the many ways in which Gorbachov deli-
berately broke protocol, much to the an-
poyance of his ‘stolid -and straight-
jacketed security guards, during the two
. days that he and Rajiv were together. On
the morning that the private talks be-
tween the two leaders were to start, Gor-
bachov arrived unannounced and cer-
tainly unscheduled at the Kremlin apart-
ment where Rajiv and his family were
staying ten minutes before they were offi-
cially supposed to meet. In what Soviet
officials admit is a rare
and unusual gesture,
Gorbachov informed his
bemused Indian counter-
part thatit was toobeauti-
ful a day to waste and
rather than drive to the
block - where''the talks
were scheduled in cur-
_tained limotisines, they
* would do better to walk.
While security proce-
dures were thrown out of
synch, Gorbachov, stout -
and muscular with a livid
scar across his broad fore-
head and Rajiv, slim and
elegant in his Nehru
jacket and tasselled Gucci
shoes, linked arms and
strolled through the
Kremlin gardens. At one
“point, during the walk
Gorbachov ~ ““stopped,
broke off a branch of lilac
e and presented it to Rajiv
‘with an impish flourishz "™ - #70 S-E
%" Later, the two leaders kept the entire -
Politburo waiting half an hour for the of-
ficial signing of the agreements because,
4s Gorbachov later said with alaugh, “we -
forgot to look at our watches”. Clearly, -
the:talks between the two leaders were
emboldened by the rapport that they had
already struck. In retrospect, it was, in a
way, inevitable. ‘Gorbachov and Rajiv .
have much that is in common. Both are
young—at 55 Gorbachov is the youngest
leader the Soviets have had and certainly
the most unconventional. Both have em-
barked on a massive reorientation pro-
gramme in their respective countries, a
programme.that has its base in a new ap-
proach to issues, the workings of the Gov-
~ ernment and the induction of new tech- -
nology from the West. More important, in
conversations with Soviets, it is apparent
that Gorbachov like Rajiv in India, sym-
bolises;a new hope and optimism for his
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people and their future. o
But despite the genuine warmth and
affinity displayed by both leaders, there
were shortfalls in expectations. The So-
viets have been making a concerted effort
to get a commitment from India on an ex-
tension of the 20-year Treaty of Friend-

ship and Cooperation signed in 1971 be-

tween Mrs Gandhi and Leonid Brezhnev
which expires in 1991. The Indian side
has so far been hedging and stalling and
the Soviets were clearly expecting a firm
commitment during the visit. The fact
that it was not forthcoming indicates that
the Indian Government is not interested
in renewing the treaty. Similarly, the So-
viets were overly keen to get a definite yes

from India on the purchase of the MiG-29-

which they have been plugging:.as-a

counter to Pakistan’s F-16s. Instead, they

got a nyet, or rather, anot yet. .
But clearly the disappointments were

more than offset by the gains. Soviet wor- .

ries that Rajiv’s pro-western image and
outlook would take India even further on
the divergent path that started with the
country’s arms diversification program-
me in the late '70s were soon dispelled by
Rajiv's strident and in fact, excessive cri-

ticism of the US during his visit. In diplo--

matic terms, it seemed an imprudent and
negative approach considering the recent
upturn in Indo-US relations, his program-
me to induct state-of-the-art technology
available only in the US and its ally,
Japan, and the fact that he is scheduled to
visit that country next month. His state-
ments are certain to upset the occupants
of the White House and Capitol Hill.

Yet, the fact that he dehberately em-

barked on such a course is clear-indica-
tion that the edifice of India’s future

foreign policy will rest heavily on the firm.

foundations of India’s relationship with
_the Soviet Union. At his crowded press
conference in Moscow, Rajiv, when asked
why he had chosen Moscow for his first

official tour as prime minister, jokingly re--

plied that “Thad tostart somewhere and it
so happens that the Soviets asked me

first”. But senior foreign office officials ac-:
companying the prime minister- con--

" firmed that whatever wooing was done as
far as the West was concerned, the two
top priorities in India’s foreign policy will
be the Soviet Union and India’s neigh-
bours. In fact, while in the middle:of his

-talks in Moscow, Rajiv summoned
Foreign Secretary Romesh Bhandari and
instructed him to take off for Sri Lanka on

their return to ensure that Sri Lankan Pr-.

esident J.R. Jayewardene makes a visit to
New Delhi before the first week of June. -.-
In Moscow, there were other indica-

-

. tiods of India’s policy to maintain close

links with the Soviets. The joint commu-
nique issued at the end of the visit was
only remarkable for the issues that were
left unsaid, namely Afghanistan and
Kampuchea, two areas where India has
been consistently criticised for its rather
lonely pro-Soviet stand, specially since it
is the Soviet presence in Afghanistan that
offers the US a tailor-made excuse to pour
arms into Pakistan. But obviously the
success of Rajiv’s visit depended on bend-
‘ing with the breeze without actually
breaking. “The Soviets know full well
that we disapprove of their presence, a
fact we have -impressed upon them in
private before. But we also appremate that
they will not leave till they

fines of Indo-Soviet ties. As his first official
visit since becoming prime minister, it of-
fered, for one, arare opportunity to obser-
ve at close and intimate quarters how
Rajiv tackled his first foreign policy test,
his-relationship with his close aides and
advisers and where they stood in the new
hierarchy, -and his operating style It
proved arevealing exercise. '
-Despite his - deceptively youthful

"demeanour—at times it is difficult to
accept the fact that he is prime minister of
the world’s largest democracy—Rajiv
radiates a subtle charisma. In Moscow, on
his first couple of engagements, he ap-
peared a bit nervous and unsure of him-
self. But as the visit progressed, his confid-

are absolutely sure of leaving
behind* a pro-Soviet regime
that faces no threat from the
Mujahedeen. The solution is
a political ohe and not a mili-
tary one,”: said : a - senior
member of the Indlan delega-
tion in Moscow i

UT whatever the per-
Bcepmons Rajiv’s visit

was not-an absolutely
unqualified success from the
Indian point of view and that
seemed more a matter of bad
planning than any diploma- .
tic gaffes on his part. For one,
it was clearly clumsy policy
to arrange his visits to the

Soviet Union and the US so
close together, knowing that
in Moscow he would be com-
pelled to adopt an anti-US

stand which would hamstr-
ing. his subsequent dealings ‘withi‘the
US Government during his visit t6-the
United States. sl Lbetietiean
Secondly, it seemed surpnsmg that'he
should have spent three days’ out of five
visiting monuments in Minsk or watch-
ing a slushy equestrian display in Issyk-
kul in Khirgizia on the Chinese border
when he would have been better served
getting acquainted with the Soviet lea-
dership in Moscow, specially if the Soviet
Union is to play a pivotal role in Indian
- foreign policy. Informal chats with Soviet
leaders like the wily and experienced
“Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko would
have been far more constructive than ex-
changing pleasantries with the first secre-
tary of the communist party of Kb:rglma
in faraway Frunze.
The cooing and billing apart, Rajw s
Russian rendezvous contained a signific-
ance that extended well beyond the con-
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*. Gorbachov and Rajiv signing the -~

economic agreement in the Kremlin with

key Indian officials and Politbliro o
members ranged behmd A

-.ence grew v1s1bly and by the end he was

performing like he had been doing it all
his life. He displayed a casual and relaxed
style that was strangely appealing, speci-
ally in the stifingly bureaucratic atmosph-
ere of Moscow. Despite the efforts of Soviet
security personnel to hustle him along
whenever there were crowds present,
Rajiv made a point to exchange words
with bystanders or wave and smile in ap-
preciation of the fact that they had come
outin inclement weather to see him, even
on the most solemn of occasions.

. The fact that his meeting with Gorba-
chov extended well beyond the deadline
indicated that even without his aides, he
can hold his own with the second most




_powerful man on earth and also a man
who worships a different ideological
- deity. At no time, even ranged alongside
the stern and aged members of the Soviet
Politburo, did he look uncomfortable and
out of place. The job is obviously growing
on him and vice versa.
Alongside his attractive wife Soma,
they project the same romantic appeal
that has endeared Britain’s Prince Char-

-les and Lady Diana to millions. ‘Sonia, -

however, has a lot to learn from her hus-
band. A person who has long shunned the
limelight and is obviously uncomfort-
able in it, she seemed unable to overcome
her diffidence throughout the trip. It clear-
ly had little to do with security. In no other

'from the many advantages and privileges
for the young, and Rahul and Priyanka,

despite the presence of more seasoned
performers, went a long way in winning
friends and influencing the Soviet people.
-'The curious composition of the dele-
gation was, in fact, even more of a revela-
tion. Whether by deliberate design or by
accident, the prime minister’s party was
made up of the current movers and
shakers, the men, or most of the men,
who now hold India’s destiny in their un-
tried hands. The laid back informality be-
tween most members of the party—a stri-
kingly new element in Indian bureaucra-
cy—was of the kind that exists only in

people who wear power well and without

“1ass  fear or favour.That, more

than anything else, is a re-
flection on Rajiv’s style more
than theirs for they represent
the people he trusts more
than anybody. else and are
those who he can relate to

HOUGH number ﬁve m

I terms of protocol, the
top dog is'.obviously
Rajiv’s close friend and Par-

Singh. Despite the presence
of more senior officials like
Finance Minister V.P. Singh,
- G. Parthasarathi, chairman
of the policy planning com-
~ mittee, and Foreign Secre-
" tary Romesh Bhandari, Arun

~ Singh is obviously The Man
when it comes to taking deci-
sions, and he takes them
instantly, secure in the kn-

- country could India’s: First Famﬂy have
been safer .Yet on more than one occasion

on her:separate schedule, she brushed

past onlookers who had waited for hours:

to see her, and at one point an accompany-
ing journalist gently suggested that a
wave or namaste would do her
image no harm.

But the situation was saved by the
most unlikeliest of ambassadors—her
two children Rahul and Priyanka. Un-
spoilt and attractive, they have a vulnera-
bility that is intensely appealing. Their
casual attire and their friendly nature on-
ly adds to the appeal. On the special flight
to Moscow, restive in the confines of the
plush cabin up front reserved for the
prime minister’s family, they wandered
around the plane joking with their secur-
ity personnel or in polite conversation with
their father’s aides. The Sovietshave a great
fondness for children, as is apparent

owledge that he is doing just
what Rajxv would want him to do. His au-
thority, -despite his inexperience, is un-
questioned. Unlike the abrasive Arun
Nehru who likes hogging the limelight,
Arun. Singh prefers to stay in the back-
ground, hands in his pockets, quietly ob-
serving the scene and issuing rapid-fire
instructions when required, especially on
matters concerning the security of the
First Family. And, for a man in his posi-
tion and influence, he is surprisingly ac-
cessible and open, with none of the arro-
gant imperiousness of people who have

- their first taste of power.

Another man who maintains a low
profile and yet has Rajiv’s ear and trust is

Finance Minister V.P. Singh. His conver-
sations with Rajiv seem more those of a

friend and valued adviser than a politician
whoholdsa crucial portfolio. The factthat
he has a clean image is what perhaps

'endears him to Raiiv and lends an easy
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liamentary Secretary Aruin.

familiarity to their relationship. As fin-
ance minister, his was a crucial role in
Moscow considering that the agreements
signed were mainly economic but not for
one moment did he behave like he had
more right to be there than any of the
others, a trait that seems to be in short
supply among the rest of his more stodgy
ministerial colleagues.

Rajiv also seems to have a good equa-
tion with Romesh Bhandari, perhaps
because of the very characteristics that
some of Bhandari's colleagues in -the
Indian Foreign Service are highly critical
of—his casual and informal approach
and his dovish, make-love-not-war
image. But Bhandari’s relaxed and in-
formal style is certainly a welcome

" change from the rigid and overly conser-
- vative attitude of some of his more illu-

strious predecessors. Certainly, none of
them would havereplied the way hedid to
the question of what it was like working
for Rajiv. “T'll give you the answer in one
word,” he said, “‘exhilarating.” ...

. Of Rajiv’s other aides, Oscar Fernan-
desclearly hasthe edge over the others pr-
esent in Moscow like Gopi Arora and C.R.
Gharekhan, in terms of access to the
prime minister and delegation of author-
ity.. At the official banquets and get-
togethers with their Soviet counterparts,
old-timers like G. Parthasarathi seemed
to be anachronisms, there for protocol
reasons rather than their place in the
new scheme of things. What was in evid-
ence was a tightly-knit team, inexpe-
rienced and perhaps unacquainted with

the devious ways of the world they now

inhabit, but still a team.

. Inthatsense, Rajiv’s visit to the Soviet
Union was more indicative of the new
Indian powerhouse than the one that sits-
in the gilded halls of the Kremlin, The So-:
viets. have traditionally had a soft corner
for the Indian people and the Indian lea-
dership, one of whom actually breathed
his last in one of their cities. Three days
after Rajiv left Moscow with his entour-
age, his official business well behind him,
the.Soviet press and television channels
were still giving him top billing and the
crowds at his non-official stops, even
more enthusiastic. How long the affair
lasts will depend on events beyond his
‘control. But whether it was the overpo-
wering atmosphere of Moscow, the gen-
teel elegance of Minsk or the coarseness of
Khirgizia, he left behind a lasting im-
pression of warmth and sincerity and
above all, a dedication to ideals that,
strangely enough, suddenly seemed
much more attamable
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SUMMITS

Tightrope Walking

hen Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

first took office last October there
were thoughts that the young Western-
oriented technocrat might shift India’s
foreign policy away from its traditional
close relationship with Moscow. But in
choosing the Soviet Union for his first
official state visit, Gandhi clearly signaled
that New Delhi would not forget, as he
put it, *“‘friends who have stood by us in
times of need.”” The six-day visit, con-
cluded last week, cemented Indian-Soviet
economic ties into the next century and
won India significant new military aid.
But the premier was careful to note that
India’s closeness with Moscow was ‘‘not

Gandhi meets Gorbachev: A new China stance?

only soft drinks due to Gorbachev’s new
campaign against alcoholism — the
Sovicet leader called for ““an over-all, com-
prehensive approach to the problem of
security in Asia.”’ Afterwards Gandhi
said that *“‘nothing concrete’ had resulted
from Gorbachev’s proposal, and that
other proposals for a ‘“‘zone of peace”
and a ‘‘nuclear-free zone’’ in Asia had
to be considered. Southeast Asian re-
actions were similarly lukewarm. Indo-
nesia’s Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusu-
maatmadja told a Jakarta newspaper that a
regional meeting would only make prob-
lem-solving more complex.

Gandhi also journeyed to Frunze, a
577,000-pop. regional capital due north
of Kashmir and not far west of the
Chinese border. There he disappeared
from the press contingent for a while
and was said to have visited
secret military installations.
Back in Delhi, Indian officials
felt they had a fresh perception
of Moscow’s view of China. In
contrast to earlier positions, the
Soviets seemed actually to be
urging negotiations on India’s
border dispute with China, they
said. Gorbachev mentioned the
Soviet Union’s own territorial
dispute with the Chinese, and

both sides agreed on the
need (o improve relations with
Peking.

Strategic questions aside,
the keystone of Gandhi’s trip
was the signing of two eco-

a friendship against anyone,”” and that
relations with the United States, which
Gandhi will visit beginning June 11, were
still “‘good.”

Indeed, Gandhi walked a tightrope in
his desire to maintain India’s traditional
position as leader of the Non-Aligned
Movement. After a private, 3%-hour
meceting with new Soviet lecader Mikhail
Gorbachev, the Indian premier seemed
genuinely impressed by his host. ‘‘Sur-
prisingly,”” said Gandhi, “I feel that what
he is trying to do in the Soviet Union is
not very different from what we are trying
to do in India;’’ that is, ‘‘getting in new
technology, new production methods,
reorienting the labour force... bringing it
up on line with any other country.”” On
the other hand Gandhi implicitly criticised
the Soviet Union’s continued military
presence in Afghanistan. India’s position,
he said, was ‘‘very clear’’ on the Afghan
issue: ‘“We are not for any country
interfering or intervening in the internal
affairs of another country.”

Gandhi also seemed cool to Gor-
bachev’s call for an all-Asian security
forum patterned after the 1975 Helsinki
conference on security in Europe. At a
Kremlin dinner for Gandhi — serving
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nomic accords, onc a 15-ycar
program of scientific and technological
co-operation, the other a generous aid
package which would provide Soviet
credits of one billion roubles ($1.4b.)
for the construction of industrial projects
in India. With an interest rate of only
2% % and a repayment period of 20 years,
the credits are virtually a grant: payment
of principal and interest would be in
Indian rupees, which the Soviet Union
would use to buy Indian goods. India
was also offered a nuclear power plant,
but Gandhi demurred, saying he required
assurances on safeguards before accepting
the offer.

Ithough not made public, a new
Soviet military aid package to India

. was also rumoured to be generous. Indian

Defence Minister Narasimha Rao pre-
ceded Gandhi to Moscow to clinch the
deal, which reportedly includes a top
Soviet fighter aircraft to match Pakistan’s
advanced American F-16A fighter. New
Delhi asked for the exalted MiG-31, which
even Moscow’s Warsaw Pact allies don’t
have; the Soviets instead offered the
sophisticated MiG-29. All Gandhi would
say on the topic was that ‘‘the quality will
be good... very high.”’ ]

1
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Gandhi's Visit to Moscow

Source FBIS (South Asia), 22 Ma 1 = Pages__ 7
— Gorbachev's Dinner Speech

PM221139 Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 May 85 Second Edition pp 1, 3

TASS report: 'M.S. Gorbachev's Speech"]

[Text] Esteemed Mr Prime Minister, Esteemed Mrs Gandhi, dear Indian friends, Comrades;

We are glad to welcome in Moscow the prime minister and the personages accompanying him
who represent a country for which people in the Soviet Union have great respect. Meet-
ings between Soviet and Indian leaders are invariably marked by ggpmth and cordiallty

and_a_highmleuel_gﬁﬂgggﬁi@ggggﬁgngumggual understanding. They have a beneficlal effect

on the development of relations between our twWo countries, on the situation in Asia and
the world as a whole.

Years and decades pasS, generations of people in our countries come and go, but rela-
tions of friendship and cooperation between the USSR and India continue their progressiive
development. This is happening because these relations are built on the basis of
equality and mutual respect and on the coincidence or gsimilarity of the positions of the
two countries on basic problems of our time,

Our cooperation with India, cooperation which has today so many dimensions, 1s free of
any pressure, of imposition of any terms. The Soviet Union consistently supported
India at all stages of its struggle for stronger independence and has displayed, and
continues to display, effective solidarity with this great country, which is upholding
its sovereignty, its dignity, and its right to an independent path of development.

In any sphere of cooperation with India, we, as friends, share with it the best we
have. We feel great satisfaction with the fact that economic ties between the USSR and
Tndia helped solve major problems of its progress, key problems for each concrete his-—
torical period, be it the construction of the groundwork of a heavy industry or the
development of a fuel-and-power complex.
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Among our joint projects today are such projects which, when carried out, will
undoubtedly make a worthy contribution to the development of India's economy and
strengthen its defenses on the threshold of a new ceantury.

The successful space flight by a joint Soviet-Indian crew also testifies to the great
effectiveness and, I would say, great potentialities of our scientific and technical
links. The breadth and variety of cultural exchanges between the two countries reflect
the traditions of mutual interest of their people in each other's rich culture and their

definite spiritual affinity. -

However, the magnitude of what has already been achieved should not be allowed to over—
shadow the existing great opportunities for further advance. A desire for this was
expressed by both sides during today's talks. We are in a good position to jointly
raise our cooperation to a qualitatively new level in many areas.

A special place is held by the Soviet Union's and India's efforts, golng in the same
direction, to remove the threat of war and end the arms race. No one can ignore

the fact that friendship and cooperation between our two countries are playing an

ever more important and beneficial role in the entire system of international relations.
By force of example, these relations help assert the principles of peaceful coexistence
and work for stronger peace and security of all peoples. These aims are well served

by our Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Coopeartion.

All peoples strive for peace and progress and none of them wants war. However, there
are forces which pursue other aims. They do not wish to reckon with the legitimate
interests of others and the political realities of the present-day world. It is
these forces, chasing the chimera of military superiority, that have brought the world
to the threshold of a new spiral of the arms race, a spiral of unprecedented scale,
which threatens to grow into a qualitatively new phase with uncontrollable processes,
What, for instance, can.be brought.to the peoples by the notorious 'star wars' pro-
gram which they in Washington are trying, for purposes of camouflage, to pass off as

a "defense initiative"? First of all, increased risks of nuclear war. And, certainly,
a sharp reduction of chances for achieving an accord on disarmament matters. Enormous
additional funds will be thrown into the furnace of the arms race, including the
nuclear arms race. These funds could serve the interests of the peaceful development
of mankind, specifically to help solve such pressing problems as eliminating poverty,
hunger, disease and illiteracy.

Therefore, the problem of preventing the militarization of space affects the interests
of all countries and peoples and leaves no one by the wayside. We think that before
it is too 1late and before an irreversible situation is created under the cover of
soothing statements, all peace-loving states should raise their voice against this
new danger.

One of the realities of the present-day world is the appearance in the world arena
of dozens of states of Asia, Africa and Latin America, which strive to overcome the
pernicious consequences of colonialism. The overwhelming majority of them follow a
policy of nonalignment. The emergence of the Nonaligned Movement and the fact that
it has become a major factor of world politics have occurred in the natural order of
things in the present-day world. This patently reflects the striving of the newly
independent peoples for cooperation with other states on an equal footing, for the
recognition of their legitimate rights and interests by others, for the excluslon of
any manifestations of domination and diktat and claims to hegemony from international
life.

In short, the newly independent countries do not want to be any longer regarded

as objects for profit-making and for installing military bases and strongpolnts in
their territories.
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These countries can and must be understood. . When they are being declared spheres of
somebody's "vital interests,'" without even asking their opinion, there can be no question
of their interests being taken into account. These interests are totally ignored.

There is no need to talk much of how dangerous conflicts in different regions of the
world are under present conditions. Taking a deeper look into the matter, it is not
hard to see that these conflicts stem, as a rule, from attempts by imperialist powers to
interfere, in some form or other, in the affairs of newly independent countries and to
subjugate them to their influence. Therein lie the primary causes of the appearance of
many seats of tension in the world, and not in the notorious '"rivalry of the superpowers'}

We think that such a step as the assumption by every permanent member of the UN Security
Council of an obligation to strictly observe the principles of non-interference, non-use
of force or threat of force in relations with the countries of these continents and not
to draw them into military blocs would help remove seats of tension and promote the
peaceful settlement of a number of conflicts in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The
Soviet Union is prepared. to assume such an obligation. This fully accords with the
principles of our foreign policy.

The concept of "detente" came into existence in Europe. It will soon be 10 years since
the day when a historic document was signed in Helsinki, a document which summed up,

as it were, what the peoples imply by this great, meaningful word. Much of what was
built on this basis has been destroyed by the icy winds blowing from overseas. However,
many things have stood out, survived, struck firm roots and are bringing tangible
benefits to the peoples.

In Asia, the problems of peace and security are today no less and, in some areas, even
more acute and painful than in Europe. It is understandable, therefore, that a number
of new important and constructive initiatives on certain aspects of security of the
Asian Continent and its individual regions have been put forward in recent years.

Among the authors of these initiatives are socialist states and members of the Nonaligned
Movement, among them the USSR and India. These proposals remain on the order of the day
in international affairs. Thus the proposal for making the Indian Ocean a zone of peace
was supported by the UN General Assembly and the Nonalighed Movement, specifically by
its recent conference in New Delhi. Nor can one underestimate the fact that both of the
nuclear powers lying in the Asian Continent, the Soviet Union and the People's Republic
of China, have pledged not to make first use of nuclear weapons.

Now the question arises: 1Is it not advisable, considering all these initiatives and,

in some measure, Europe's experience, to think of a common, comprehensive approach to

the problem of security in Asia and a possible pooling of efforts by Asian states in this
direction? Of course, the way to this is a complicated one. However, .the road to
Helsinki was not smooth and even, either. Here different methods are evidently possible,-
from bilateral talks and multilateral consultations to holding at some future point
Qan all-Asian forum for an exchange of opinions and a joint search for constructive
solutions,

One thing appears:indisputable: The peoples of Asia are no less interested in ensuring
peace and peaceful cooperation than the peoples of any other continent and can do much
for achieving this aim.

We think that India, as a great power enjoying much prestige and respect both in Asian
countries and throughout the world, can play a very important part in this process.
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We highly appreciate India's contribution to the cause of strengthening peace and
international security and to enhancing the role of the Nonaligned Movement in this

respect.

The names of the great Indian leaders Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi will remain for-
cver in the memory of the peoples, inseparably associlated both with the history of
India and the history of the national liberation struggle on all continents., They have
blazed a political course, by following which India has achieved impressive successes

in its internal development and in strengthening its international positions, They

have done much for the rise and development of the Nonaligned Movement as an important
positive factor in the present-day world.

One of the manifestations of the wide recognition of Indira Gandhi's outstanding con-
tribution to the struggle for preserving and strengthening peace 1s the fact that she
was posthumously awarded the International Lenin Prize for the promotion of peace
among nations.

Soviet people will always gratefully remember Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi as
firm and consistent supporters of close friendship and cooperation between our two
countries and we highly appreciate, Mr Prime Minister, the intention you expressed to
carry forward the cause of your famous predecessors.

I can assure you that the leadership of the Soviet Union intends to work actively to-
ward further developing and deepening friendly Soviet-Indian relations, . Peace-loving
and independent India will always meet with understanding and support from the Soviet

Union.

TLet me propose a toast: To the health of the esteemed prime minister of the Republic
of India, Rajiv Gandhi, Mrs. Gandhi, and all our Indian friends! To the successes and
prosperity of the great people of India! To the further deepening of friendship and
cooperation between our countries! To a lasting peace on earth!

Gandhi's Dinner Speech

PM221101 Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 May 85 Second Edition p 3

[TASS report on speech delivered by Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at 21 May Kremlin
dinner in his honor under general heading: "In a Friendly Atmosphere']

[Text] R. Gandhi's ‘Speech

General Secretary Gorbachev, Mrs Gorbacheva! Your Excellencies, esteemed Soviet
friends!

It gives me pleasure and it is a great honor for me to be once again in this hilstoric
place and among true friends., My wife and I are extraordinarily grateful to you for
your warm reception and generous hospitality. Each visit by a Soviet leader to iIndia
and by an Indian representative to the Soviet Union is one more step in the consoli-
dation of the close friendship which exists between our two great peoples and which

promotes peace. After all, peace is the bright star which shows the way for our two
peoples, who have given so much to civilization. Both our countries want mankind to
be assured of a bright future. We do not want people anywhere to be prey to fear and

anxiety.
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Every ideal requires faith, labor, and sacrifices. The world knows what trememdous
sacrifices the soviet people made when they were building their new state and later,
when they defended their independence against the fascist invaders. You have just
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the victory over fascism. 1In 2 years you will
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution. We in lndla are celebrat-
ing this yecar the centenary of the Indian National Congress, which led the struggle
for our freedom. In historic pbattles, your people produced many heroes and heroines
from their ranks. It was the same thing for us in India when were struggling against
imperialism with the weapon of nonviolent civil resistance. Our people endured im-
mense hardships in the process of building a nevw India and gtrengthening our unity.

1 was touched by your words about Mrs Tndira Gandhi. She lived and worked for the
benefit of the Indian people, pbut she also addressed the peoples of other countries.
Her aim was to create an fndia that would realize its potential and play its part in
building a better world. Millions of people loved her ardently, but some remained
implacable. Here death serves as & reminder that the violence nurtured by hatred
remains one of mankind's main enemies. Her death also stresses the threat presented
to mankind by entrenched prejudices and an old way of thinking.

The Soviet people's loyalty to the cause of peace stems from their ideals and is

also explained by the fact that no other people suffered s0 much from the war. We

in India are also profoundly loyal to the cause of peace pecause all our hopes for

a better 1life and linked with it. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and
Indira Gandhi, we are making efforts to cast off the burden placed on our people's
shoulders by centuries of feudalism and imperial rule. We are loyal to the causc of =~
soclalism and a just social system. Since it gained independence, India has achieved
impressive successes in economic development. We have achieved full self-sufficiency
in grain production and laid the foundations of amodern industrial society. We are
proud of the work of our scientists and technical specialists in many progressive
fieldsandnmdernspheresof application. We are on the threshold of a considerably
more rapid all-around development.

The path of national development outlined for us by Jjawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi
best accords with our social conditions. We will continue to march along the path

of creating the potential for reliance on Our own forces, assigning the state sector
the key role in the process of development and being primarily concerned for the
peoplefs needs. We have~embarked on the implementation of large-scale programs for
the development and consolidation of agriculture, energys transport, and communica-=
tions, creating new jobs for the masses of our rural populationandensuring fuller
opportunities for the use of our people‘s creative potential. In the vitally im-
portant field of the development of man and society we attach. increasing attention
to education and health.

This process is mainly being implemented byour people's efforts., However, our friends
arc helping us of course. We are deeply grateful for the substantial and principled
support that the Soviet Union is rendering to our economic development. We are
rapidly seeking to expand this cooperation. We are interested in the stable and long-
term development of trade and economic relations with a consideration for the re-
quirements, limitations, and potential of our two countries' economies. It is os-
sential tocreate nevw spheres and mechandsms of cooperation. The opportunities for
econoemic, scientific, and cultural cooperation are enormous. goviet and Indian cos—
monauts who have gone into space were the heralds of a new era in cooperation_be—

tween our peoples.

Fricndship and cooperation with the goviet Union are an inalienable part of our foreigo:r
policy. Oour people regard the goviet people as their friends, who have always been
with us at times of difficulty for us.

51




D 8

Fine relations have formed between India and-the Soviet Union largely thanks to the
vigorous efforts and far-sighted policy pursued by the two countries' leaders in the
past 3 decades. I have come here to continue the tradition which was founded by
Jawaharlal Nehru and in whose spirit subsequent Indian governments have acted, the
tradition of the exchange of views and assessments so that our two countries can struggle
together for the creation of a better world. The 1971 Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and
Cooperation reflects our profound mutual respect and serves the cause of peace. 1 had
the honor to meet with you, Your Excellency, when you took up your cminent post at one
of the most important stages of history. I well remember the moving words you spoke
about India and about what great importance you personally attach to Indian-Soviet
relations. Today we had a fruitful exchange of opinions. T await with impatience the
continuation of our talk tomorrow. We hope that you will soon give us the opportunity
to welcome you to India.

In our nuclear age, peace is the most sacred aspiration of all peoples of the world. At
the same time, never before.in history has the threat to peace been so great. This
threat is generated by the very weapons which are created in the name of "security,"
Stockpiles of weapons are constantly growing. Hope is inspired by the fact that the
world public is persistently expressing itself in favor of reducing and eliminating
nuclear weapons. The onus in the matter of disarmament rests with the powers that
possess nuclecar weapons. But can other countries remain aloof? Nuclear war, like
nothing else, puts everyone in the same position and brings death to all. Nuclear death
does not ask for your passport. It cares not.for nationality, just as it cares not for
1ife itself. 1In nuclear war there can be no victors, just as there can be no impenetra-
ble defense against nuclear weapons.

India and the other members of the nonaligned community are tirelessly urging all states
to ban the use or the threat of the use of nuclear weapoms, to halt all tests of weapons,
to seek to conclude a treaty on an all-embracing ban on weapons tests, to freeze the
production of nuclear weapons and fissionable materials for military purposes, and to
prevent the testing, production, and deployment of chemical, biological, and_space
weapons. We made this appeal at the nonaligned countries' summit conference held in
DoIRT in 1983 under the chairmanship of Indira Gandhi. The heads of state and.govern-
ment of six states recently repeated this appeal in the Delhi Declaratiom.

We are glad that the Soviet Union responded immediately and positively to this appeal.
We welcomed the various initiatives that you personally have put forward. We sincerely
wish you success in your efforts. We welcome the résumption of disarmament talks’
between the USSR and the United States in Geneva and both states' declarations of !
their resolve to take matters to the complete abolition of nuclear weapons.

Universal peace and a tranquil regional situation are closely interconnected. Regional :
conflicts can grow into global ones with striking rapidity. We in India are seriously

perturbed by the growing militarization of the situation in the_Egg;gns_adjacQQE_EQ_E§w
and_throughout the Indian Ocean basin. . Wg,gppggg,any—acta~g§~ggtside_iggggygnt}33~ﬂnd

interference anywhere.

We have embarked on a discussion with our neighbors of questions of the comnsolidation

of peace and cooperation in the region as a whole. We are seeking to ensure that -the
South Asian. countries' regional cooperation organization helps to establish the best, ;
mutually advantageous relations between the countries of our region. i '

We all cannot fail to be seriously perturbed by the tension existing in other regions. !

52




D9

The Palestinians are still deprived of their legitimate rights, South Africa 1s pursuing
a gross policy of apartheid and aggression against the African peoples, the Namibians
are deprived of their rights, attempts are being made to undermine the activity of
governments in Latin America, and armed conflicts are continuing in Southeast and
Southwest Asla.

None of us, in defending the interests of our peoples, can neglect his duty to mankind.
The prism of geography may refract different colors on our peoples, but ultimately in
this whole wide world [na ctom belom svete] we are all a single family of people. And
it is this community of people which Indian-Soviet friendship 1s called on to serve.

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, allow me to propose a toast: To the health

and successes of His Excellency Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, general secretary of the
CPSU Central Committee! To the health of Mrs Raisa Gorbacheva! To the further
prosperity and progress of the great Soviet people! To the strengthening friendship and
cooperation between the Soviet Union and India! To peace throughout the world and man's
salvation from fear! .

Visits Lenin's Tomb
LD220715 Moscow TASS in English 0657 GMT 22 May 85

[Text] Moscow May 22 TASS —- Today the head of the govermment of India, Rajiv Gandhi,
visited V.I. Lenin Mausoleum and laid a wreath. He honoured the memory’ of the founder
of the Soviet state by a minute of silence. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of the Republic
of India has been staying in the USSR on an official friendly visit since Tuesday at the
invitation of the Soviet leadership.

Rajiv Gandhi honoured the memory of the Soviet servicemen who had given their lives in
the struggle against Hitlerite fascism, in the name of peace throughout the world.

He laid a wreath at the Unknown Soldier's Tomb near the Kremlin Wall. Gurily Marchuk,
deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, and other officials were
together with the guest.

USSR-India Accards Signed

1LD221137 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1100 GMT 22 May 85

[Text] Moscow May 22 TASS -— Soviet-Indian documents were signed today in the Grand
Kremlin Palace. Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, and
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi signed:

An agreement on basic guidelines for economic, trade, scientific and technical coopera-
tion between the USSR and the Republic of India for the period to 2000 and an agreement
on economic and technical cooperation between the USSR and the Republic of India.

Present at the signing were, On the Soviet side: Comrades Aliyev, Vorotnikov, Grishin,
Gromyko, Ligachev, Ryzhkov, Solomentsev, Tikhonov, Chebrikov, Demichev, Dolgikh,
Kuznetsov, Ponomarcv, Sokolov, Zimyanin, Kapitonov, Nikonov, Rusakov, Arkhipov, Marchuk,
leaders of several ministries and departments, and other officials; on the Indian side:
'Singh, minister of finance; Parthasarathy, chairman of the Policy Planning Committee of
.the Indian Ministry of External Affairs; Nehru, minister of state for power; Singh and
Fernandes, prime minister's secretaries for parliamentary affairs; and other Indian
state officials.
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Gandhi's Visit to Moscow

FBIS (USSR), 28 May 1985, p. D7

Source Pages 6

Joint Statement Issued
PM271240 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 27 May 85 First Edition pp 1, 4
["Joint Soviet-Indian Statement' —— PRAVDA headline]

[Text] Prime Minister of the Republic of India Rajiv Gandhi paid an official
friendly visit to the Soviet Union 21 through 26 May 1985 at the Soviet leadership's
invitation. A cordial reception reflecting the relations of traditional friendship
and mutual respect between the USSR and lIndia was extended to the distinguished
Tndian guest and the persons accompanying him. Talks were held between M.S. Gorbachev,
general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, and Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Candhi in which the following participated: On the Soviet side: N.A. Tikhonov,
member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo and chalrmanof the USSR Council of
Ministers; A.A. Gromyko, member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo, first deputy
chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, and USSR foreign minister; Marshal of the
Soviet Union S.1.. Sokolov, candidatce member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo
and USSR defense minister; 1.V. Arkhipov, first ‘deputy chariman of the USSR Council
of Ministers: and V.N. Rykov, USSR ambassador to India. On the Indian side: Tinance
Minister V.P. Singh; G. Parthasarathi, chairman of the Indian Ministry of External
Affairs Political Planning Committce; S.N. Hasap, Tndia's ambassador to the USSR;

A. Nehru, minister of state for cnergy; A. Singh, sccretary to the prime minister

for parliamentary affairs; and O. ternandez, scerotary to the prime minister for
parliamentary affairs.

Prime Minister of the Republic of India Rajiv Candhi also had a separate conversa-
tion with M.S. CGorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, which was
held in a warm, friendly atmosphere.

During visits to Moscow, Minsk, and lrunze, the guests acquainted themselves with
various aspects of the Soviet people's life and their achievements in the economic,
scientific, and cultural spheres.

1

The meetings and conversations were held in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual
understanding. Deep satisfaction at the successful development of the relations of
close friendship and multifaceted cooperation between the Soviet Union and India
was expressed on both sides.
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These relations are characterized by respect and trust between the two countries'
peoples and leaders. They are marked by stability in the political spherc and by the
scale and diversity of forms of mutually advantageous cooperation in the trade and
cconomic, scientific and technical, cultural, and other spheres. Their steady growth
is an important achievement of both countries. The sides believe that the relations
between the USSR and India demonstrate the fruitfulness of links between states with
different socioeconomic systems if they are committed to the principles of peaceful
coexistence, equality and mutual respect, and strict observance of sovereignty and non-
interference in one another's internal affairs. The friendship and cooperation between
the USSR and India are a factor of peace and stability in Asia and throughout the world.

The Soviet Union and India are united in the view that the Treaty of Peace, Friendship,
and Cooperation between the USSR and India promotes the development of the traditional
friendship between the two countries-and fully reflects their commitment to world peace
and the relaxation of tension.

Both sides highly assess Soviet-Indian economic, trade, and scientific and technical
cooperation, which is developing dynamically on a planned basis and is constantly
enriched with new forms and content. The sides note with satisfaction the considerable
expansion of the economic cooperation between them and express the confidence that the
Agreement on Lhe Rasic Guidelines for Economic, ‘Trade, and geientific and Technical
Cooperation Between the USSR and India for the Period Through the Year 2000 and the
agreement on Soviet-Indian cooperation in the construction of a number of major new
projects in India, which were signed 22 May in Moscow, will help further expand and
decpun the cconomic links between the two countries. '

The sides expressed satisfaction at the high rate of growth in trade between the two
countries and reaffirmed their determination to maintain that rate in the future. At
the same time, mutual interest was expressed in seeking ways of further increasing the
effectiveness of hilateral trade by expanding and diversifying delilveries as well as by
introducing new forms -of cooperation in accordance with the principles of the afore-
mentioned agreement on basic guidelines.

Both sides note the growing cooperation between them in the sphere of science and
technology. The results of joint activity in this sphere promote scientific and
technical progress in both countries and help in resolving their national economic tasks.
the successful jolnt goviet-Indian spaceflight in April 1984 1s a vivid demonstratlon of
the fruitfulness of this cooperation. Both sldes note the great importance of further
developing cooperation in the sphere of scilence and technology and of improving its
effectiveness.

The sides positively assess the activity of the intergovernmental Soviet-Indian
Commission for Economic, Scientific, and Technical Cooperation, particularly the results
of the recent ninth session of the commission in Moscow, which determined specific
directions for the development of cooperation In various spheres in the immediate fulture.
The sides expressed readiness to continue to develop and strengthen the cooperation
between them in the spheres of culture, science, public health, education, the mass
media, tourism, and sport. The Indian side highly assessed the Soviet Union's weighty
contribution to strengthening India's economic potential and accelerating its scientific
and technical progress. The Soviet side reaffirmed its readiness to continue to assist
India in consolidating its independence in the economic sphere and in other important
spheres.
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the sides exchanged opinions on a wide range of international problems of mutual interest
and reaffirmed the coincidence or closeness of the two countries' positions on the main
questions of our time. Both sides are worried by the growing tension in the inter-
national situation. The intensifying arms Trace, especially the race in nuclear and other
types of mass—-destruction weapons, the growth in the danger that this race will spread

to outer space, and the exacerbation of crises in various parts of the world demand
resolute and persistent efforts by states, irrespective of their social system, in the
interests of strengthening international peace and gecurity, removing the threat of war,
abandoning the policy of confrontation, and pursuing a policy of talks. Only such
cfforts can contribute to achieving the relaxation of tension, resolving the existing
problems and disputed issues, eliminating the existing hotbeds of tension and conflicts,
and preventing new ones from arising. The sides are convinced that all states, large

and small, must play their role in the quest for realistic decisions that would halt and
reverse the arms race and lessen tension in the world.

The Soviet Union and India are firmly convinced that the prevention of nuclear war is
today a question of paramount importance. They regard the following as the most vital
tasks: immediately ending the arms race, especially the nuclear arms race, and prevent-
ing it from spreading to outer space, and persistently pursuing a policy aimed at
completely destroying and prohibiting nuclcar weapons in order to remove forever the
threat of nuclear war. in the light of the initiatives put forward by both sides, they
reaffirmed their readiness to cooperate fully with one another and with all other states
in achieving these quectives.

Both sides regard as important in this sphere the pDelhi Declaration adopted in January
of this year by the heads of state and gdvernment of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico,
ranzania, and Sweden, which again called for an all-embracing end to the testing,
production, and deployment  of nuclear weapons and delivery systems, for tha
prevention of an arms race In outer space, and for the conclusion of a
treaty on the all-embracing prohibition of nuclear weapon tests. In this connection,
they noted that the proposals put forward by the Soviet Union regarding the prevention
of the militarization of space, Lhe ending of the nuclear arms race, and ultimately,

the total climination of nuclear weapons, are aimed at achieving objectives consonanl
with those set out in the Delhi Declaration.

The Soviet Union and India attach great importance to the Soviet-U.S. talks in Geneva on
the complex of questions of space and nuclear arms, strategic and medium~-range, which
must be examined and resolved as an interconnected whole. The sides are convinced that
these talks, given a constructive and realistic approach by both sides participating in
them in accordance with the accord that was reached, may lead to far-reaching decisions
in the interests of peace and the security ol all peoples.

Both sides stressed the special responsihility borne by the states possessing nuclear
weapons with regard to taking urgent measures aimed at general and complete disarmamcnt,
especially nuclear disarmament. They reaffirmed their commitment to this aim and called
for immediate practical steps aimed at stopping and reversing the arms race. In this
connection, the Soviet side supported India's proposal calling for talks on formulating

a convention prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons Lo which all the nuclear powers
would be party. The Indian side welcomed the Soviet Union's statement on not being the
first to use nuclear weapons. Both sides believe that the adoption of such a pledge by
all nuclear states would be an important step in the direction of totally prohibiting the
use of nuclear weapons oOr the threat of Lheir use.
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the sides stress the importance of an appropriuLcLy monitored freeze on nuclcar arms

on a global scale from a ceratin date. This must be followed by substantial reductions
in nuclear arsenals. They spoke out in support of the immediate suspension of all nu-
clear weapon tests and the speediest conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests. They call  for the immediate prohibition and
destruction of chemical weapons and for a prohibition on the development and production
of new types of mass-destruction weapons. They also emphasize the urgent need to trans-
fer the funds now spent on military purposes to the needs of socioeconomic development.
gsome of the funds that would be released in the disarmament process must be used to aid
the developing countrics.

The sides reaffirm the importance of developing peaceful mutually advantageous coopera-
tion between countries on the basis of the principles of equality, mutual respect, and
noninterference in internal affairs, whether on a bilateral, regional or global scale.
The sides oppose any infringement of the soverelign rights of all states and peoples Lo
indepedent and peaceful development as they see fit and any manifestations of imperialism,
colonialism, neocolonialism, domination, and hegemonism. They firmly uphold the prin-
ciples of peaceful coexistence and equal cooperation between states and of the resolution
of disputed issues and settlement of conflicts between states by means of talks, without
the use of force or the threat of force.

The Soviet Union and India belicve that the ebservance of these principles by all coun-
tires, and above all the ending of military and any other extermal interference in
sovereign states' affairs, the showing of restraint, and the removal of foreign military
presences, especially the elimination of foreign military bases, represent an important
|>r(ww>n<liLi<)n for Lhe atrenpthening of peace and stabitity in Asia and other p:\rLr;()f

the world.

the sides express CONCETD at the preservation of tension in the Near Fast as a result of
1srael's aggressive expansionsit policy. They condemn the continuing Tgracli occupation
of Arab territories. They also condemn Israel's invasion of Lebanon and its actions and
measures against the civilian population in that country. ‘tThey call for the immediate
and unconditional withdrawal of Tsraeli troops from Lebanon. Both sides stressed the
urgent need to reach an all-emhracing, just, and lasting Near Hast scttlement on the
basis of the complete and unconditional withdrawal of lsraeli troops from all the
occupied Arab territories; to the exercise by the Palestinian people, whose sole legiti-
mate representative is the Palestine Liberation Organization, of their legitimate, in-
alicnable pational rights, including the right to create their own state, and also the
ensuring of the right of all states of the region to secure and independent development.
Both sides stress that the way to such a settlement ig via collective efforts and the
participation of all interested sides, including the Palestine Liberation Organization,
on an cqual basis. They resolutely support the convening of an international peace con=
ference on the Near Rast undexr UN auspices.

The sides express regret and concern at the continuation of the war between Iran and
iraq and call for an immediate end to this war and for a peaceful settlement of the con-
flict. The Soviet Union supports India's efforts as chairman of the Nonaligned Movement
directed toward seeking mutually acceptable measures to reach a just and lasting settle-
ment_of this conflict by means of talks.

Both sides express serious concern at the preservation of hotbeds of tension in southwest
Asia and reaffirm their conviction that the problems of that region demand peaceful
political solutions within full respect for the independence, sovereighnty, territorial
integrity, and nonaligned status of the countries. there. .
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They call on Lhese countries to end armed conflicls as speedily as possible, Lo show
restraint, and to cooperate constructively in the name of lessening tension and restoring
peace.  The Soviet Union and Tndia agaln oppose all forms of external interference in the
internal affairs of the region's countries. They are convinced that only a political

solution by means of talks can guarantee a lasting settlement of the problems that exist
there. '

The sides are worried by the tension that still persists in Southeast Asia. They
consider that the solution of Southeast Asia's problems is a matter for the region's
states themselves, on the basis of complete respect for the sovereignty, independence,
and territorial integrity of all states in tLhe region without outside interference

in their internal affairs. They support the desire of the states situated there to
normalize the situation in the region and transform it into a region of lasting peace,
stability, good-neighborliness, and cooperation. They expressed the hope that this
would also lcad to the elimination-of interference and the thrcat of intervention by
foreign forces..

The Soviet Union and India express concern over the further complication of the situation
in the Indian Ocean and, in this connection, call for the liquidation of all foreign
military bases existing in the aforementioned region and the prevention of the establish-
ment of new ones. They also take a stand against any attempts to build up a foreign
milltary presence in the Indian Ocean., The sides are in favor of the carliest possible
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Transformation of the Indian Ocean Into a
Zone of Peace, and support the UN General Assembly resolution on the urgent convening of
a conference on the Indian Ocean for this purpose. The Soviet Union firmly supports

the desire of India- and other nonaligned countries to attain this goal. The sides deem
it necessary Lo complete the preparation for the conference in 1985 with a view to 1t
being held, as resolved by the 39th UN General Assembly Session, no later than in the
first half of 1986. They confirm their support for the just demand by the State of

Mauritius for the restoration of its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, including
Diego Garcia Island.

The sides condemn the policy of apartheid implemented by South Africa and demand the
cessation of dts dillegal occupation of Namibia and the immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of South African Lroops from its territory. They call for the total and immediate
implementation of all UN resolutions on the granting of independence to Namibia, includ-
ing Security Council Resolution 435 (1978). They condemn South Africa's recent decision
to install an illegal "provisional administration" in Windhoek, They confirm their
support for the South-West African People's Organization as the sole and true represcnta-
tive of the Namibian people. The Soviet Union and India also insist that South Africa
cease acts of aggression and subversive activity against its neighbors, and demand that
South Africa strictly respect the soverelgnty, independence, and territorial integrity

of its neighboring states,

The Soviet Union and India advocate a just political settlement of the situation in
Central America and the Caribbean, particularly arcund Nicaragua, on the basis of strict
respect for the peoples' right to freely choose the path of their development without
interference in their internal affairs. They call for the cessation of all forms of
pressure and acts of aggression against independent nonaligned states situated there.
The sides support those countries' constructive initiatives and the Contadora Group's
efforts aimed at a settlement of the situation in the region.

The sides advocate the restructuring of international economic relations on a just and
democratic basis and the establishment of a new world economic order. The solulion of
this urgent task would accord with the interests of all mankind. They condemn any
manifestations of the policy of neocolonialism, discrimination, and pressure tactics in
interstate economic intercourse.
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doth sides advocate the securing of fair and cquivalent prices for commodities exported
by developing countrics and the elimination of artificial trade barricrs.

The Soviet ynion aund ludia note with sakisfaction the growing positive role of Lhe moves
ment of nonaligned countries in the struggle for peace and the prevention of mnuclear
catastrophe, for disarmament and the easing of international tension, against imperialism,
colonialism, neocolonialism, racism, and apartheid, and also against all forms of
aggression, interference, domination, and hegomonism in the political and economic
spheres, and for the estahlishment of a new international economic order.

The Sovict Union highly assesses Indila's constructive contribution to the common efforts
to ensure peace and security, the development of equal cooperation between statces, and
the strengthening of the Nonaligned Movement's unity and the enhancement of its inter-—
national influence.

The sides note the historic significance of the 40th anniversary of the great victory
over the forces of fascism and militarism, and. call for this jubilee tO be fittingly
marked by steps toward ending the arms race, eliminating the threat of war, and improving
the international gituation. ‘

The sides affirmed their consistent commitment toO the United Nations, the cause of .
maintaining and strengthening this organization as an effective instrument of peace, and
the goals and principles enshrined in its charter. They believe that the celebration

of the 40th anniversary of the United Nations and the holding of the International Ycar
of Peace can and must serve as an additional stimulus for mobilizing the efforts by
peoples and povernments of the organization's member-states aimed at eliminating the
Lthreal of nuclear war and sLrengthening i nLcrnutionu]. peace and sceurily, and also at
the cstablishment of equiLable economic;relations between states and the implementatiou
of its objectives in the social and humanitarian spheres. The sides are prepared to take
Lhe necessary sleps Lo ensure Lhat the fair and democratic principles on which the United
Natfons was founded AQ years apo become firmly estab)ished in Lthe practice of Inter—
national relations.. ‘They also noted the historic importance of the UN heelaration on

the Granting of Independence tO Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted 25 years ago,

and confirmed their intention to struggle for the total eradication of colonialism.

11T

Tﬁc goviet Union and India attach great {mportance 10O regular contacts bhetween thoeir
jeaders and perceive them to be an important means of strengthening the relatlons of
friendship, mutual understanding, and trust betweed the two countries. The sldes nole
that Soviet-Indian dialogue at the summit level effectively contributes to the develop-
ment of the relations of close friendship betwecn the USSR and Tndia and enhances the
effectiveness of both countries' efforts in the preservation and strenglhening of peace
and security. The sides advocate the continuation and expansion of the practice of
regular consultations at the appropriate levels on questions of bilateral relations and
current international problems of mutual intcrest.

The sides expressed profound gatisfaction with the results of Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi's official friendly visit to the Soviet Union. The visit has strengthened
even further the mutual trust between the leaders and the bonds of close friendship
hetween the peoples of both countries. The sides are convinced that this visit will
prove to pe an important step along the path of further developing the relations of
traditional friendship and multifaceted cooperation between the USSR and India.
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Indian Express (Bombay) 4 Jun 85, p. 5

Pages

1

The

R Rajiv Gandhi has opened his

summitary innings well. The
Soviet visit has reaffirmed- Moscow
and Delhi’s mutual faith in further
strengthening beneficial friendship
and cooperation. The new and youth-
ful leaders of the two countries also
struck a note of personal warmth and
cordiality in each other’s mind.

The joint statement issued has iden-
tified major areas of world tension
and asserted, once again, that it is
“outside interference’” in our region
that is responsible for many an ill that
confronts us today. Mr Gorbachev, in
his banquet speech, objected to the
faulty concept and formulation of,
“rivalry of the super powers.”

In 1978, Ambassador Mandelvich —
who was in charge of Soviet-US nego-
tiations on demilitarisation ‘of the
Indian Ocean, had called me to regis-
ter the Sovnet objection to this for-

. mulation. He was forthright in de-

scribing this as “imperialist phraseolo- .

gy” and said it hurt them when their
Indian friends officially and in the
media used it: ... It tends to equate
us, while we are in Indian Ocean
waters to defend our own soils. It is
not the same thing as American bases
being kept there with an offensive
posture.”

In subsequent speeches, beginning
with the Foreign Minister, Mr Shyam
Nandan Misra’s address to the non-
aligned meet in Cuba, the jargon was
changed. Now it was described as the
“big power presence.”

For the first time in the recent
history of Indo-Soviet summits, the
Soviet leadership has mentioned Chi-
na in friendly terms. Our diplomats
would have understood that in doing
this Mr Gorbachev was conveying a
message that the process of Sino-
Soviet negotiations had now reached
a stage when Moscow no more consid-
ers China a_‘‘warmonger.” It visual-
ises that very soon a stage will be
reached when both will, in company,
work for construction of an Asian
detente.

"SUSPICIONS

During Mrs Gandhi and Mr Morar-
ji Desai’s state visits, in 1976 and
1977, the Soviets forthrightly express-
ed their doubts and suspicions regard-
ing our efforts to normalise relations
with China. I made continuous efforts
to convince Moscow that Mr Va-
jpayee’s visit to Beijing in 1979 would
not in any way dilute our relations
with the USSR. But Kosygin con-
tinued to caution us regarding
Chinese intentions.

In this background it would be a
folly to dismiss or ignore the sugges-
tions made regarding Asian security.
As a perception it is different from the
one that Brezhnev presented to Mrs
Gandhi in 1973 and, again in 1976.
The Sino-Soviet relations had then
reached their nadir and we were
justified 'in perceiving that it may
ultimately end .in formation of an
anti-China bloc.

Mr Gorbachev is now talking of

s

_saying,

Indo-Soviet summit

Asian security in the trame ot ‘the”
Helsinki agreement that would be
all-inclusive. He said, **... nor can one
underestimate the fact that both of
the nuclear powers lying in the Asian
continent ~ the Soviet Union and the
People’s Republic of China ~ have
pledged not to make first use of
nuclear weapons.”

One assumes, he is not excluding
the US from this frame either. It is not
an Asian power, but it was not a

European power either when it signed

the Helsinki treaty. The Asian reality
is such that it would be difficult to
woo the ASEAN powers and many
Arab rulers without bringing in
Washington. It is a very onerous task,
but Mr Gorbachev was correct in
.. of course the way to this is
complicated. But the road to Helsinki
was not smooth and even either.”

‘TREATY

- As a matter of fact Mr Gorbachev

has gone a step further in telling the

littoral countries that resolutions
favouring making the Indian Ocean a
zone of peace may never be accom-
plished except through an overall and

comprehensive treaty of this type. He °

has asked, “... Now the question
arises: is it not advisable, considering
all these initiatives and, in some
measure, Europe’s experience, to
think of a common, comprehensive
approach to the problem of security in
Asia and pooling of efforts by the
Asian states in this direction?”

He wants India to play a catalyst
role in bringing this about and has
even suggested a methodology when
he says, “... here different methods
are evidently possible — bilateral talks
and multilateral consultations — up to
holding at some time in the future an
all-Asian forum for exchange of opin-
ions and joint search for constructive
solutions.”"

Apart from making a rather com-
prehensive presentation of the con-
cept, he has also notified India that
the prospects of friendly relations
growing between the Soviet Union
and China are bright. Of course he
has taken pains to assure us that India
occupies an autonomous position in
Soviet foreign policy. In saying this he
is both candid and correct. All the
same, every readjustment between
two mighty powers will affect others
and we should proceed to examine its
fall-out on South Asia particularly
and on the rest of Asia generally. In
this context too the suggested path to:
comprehensive  Asian  security ac-
quires importance. .

The talks and the two agrcementc
have further reinforced the very
worthwhile Indo-Soviet economic re-
lationship. The handsome credit
offered by the Soviets will be useful,
particularly in the sphere of energy.
Its purposeful utilisation however will

depend a great deal on the availability

of internal resources. .
Unfortunately, for more than a

decade now, we have been picking up

painless options, thus damaging prog-

By 1. K. Gujral

Tfammes of sélf-reliance. At a very
early stage of my mission in Moscow [
was asked, both by the Congress and
Janata regimes. to persuade the
Kremlin to provide international re-
sources for the Vizag Stee! Plant. Mr
Arkhipov, the First ‘Deputy Prime
Minister, who is always helpful, told
me that even to the socialist countries
they ‘had never provided internal re-
sources. "It is not in your interest, my
friend,” he had said.

Later when I approached him to
construct the Vizag plant on a turnkey
basis, he was hesitant. His point was
valid, “On the one side the Ranchi
Heavy Engineering Plant has a near
blank order book and, on the other,
you want to import what it can manu-
facture.” He understood that our
purpose was again to seek resources
by indirect methods. It is time that
our planners worked out methods for
cycling national savings into produc-
tive channels. Kosygin had once
asked a visiting Indian Minister, “You
claim that your national savings are
about 23 to 24 per cent but invest-
ments do not go beyond 7 to 8 per
. cent. Where does the rest go?"

“Third country cooperation” has
once again been highlighted in the
agreements. In cooperation with
Soviet industry, we have demons-
trated our skills and capacities in
manufacturing steel and aluminium
plants for many developing countries,
including Yugoslavia. But there was a
snag that halted progress. We were
unable to offer substantial credits to
countries of the South. The Soviets
also found it difficult to accommodate
us on a continuing basis. Our econom-
ists and planners will have to find
some way to cross this hurdle if we
mean to resurrect this concept.

PERTINENT

The most pertinent point in Indo-

Soviet trade — which has been rising™.

impressively at the rate of 18 per cent
compound every year — is what to buy
from the Soviets. Presently 60 per
cent of our imports comprise oil,
fertiliser, newsprint and sulphur.
Soon we may be in a position to

procure coking coal also from the.

Japanese-financed mines in Siberia.
But it is not a very satisfactory
arrangement for the Soviet Union.

Unfortunately, our policy makers
and industrial elite have swallowed
Western propaganda regarding the

status of Soviet technology. It is an .

academic and abstract discussion so
far as we are concerned. Policy deci-
sions should be made on a selective
basis. While for updating the metal-
lurgy and power generator manufac-
turing sectors we may need the latest
technology of the West, in several
other spheres the Soviets can assist us.

The trade surpluses, available con-
sumer credits and attractive prices
should induce us to work out a com-
prehensive policy for import of
machines that we need for hastening
the pace of industrialisation. The pre-
vailing environment regarding “entry
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in to the 21st century” should not
make us vulnerable to the machina-
tions of the multinationals. The Soviet
connection is a useful safety valve.

An interesting repetition is the
offer of a nuclear power plant: Kosy-
gin, during his visit to Dethi in 1979,
had made this to Mr Desai for the first
time. In 1982, again, Mrs Gandhi
received this proposal. Our energy
experts and planners have been
averse to it, though in its initial form it
had an interesting dimension. The
USSR and other Comecon countries
had planned a joint nuclear energy
programme. Kosygin felt that India
too could take a share in the-supply of
cables and making some items at
Ranchi, reaping the advantages of
mass production.

SAFEGUARDS

- The Prime Minister has said, there
are some, difficulties regarding safe-
guards. The Soviet Union, as a mem-
ber of the London Club, has firmly
adhered to the restrictions imposed by
it. During my time, we acquired
heavy water from the Soviet. Union
under the safeguard clauses of the
Vienna Conventions. Mr Kuzenstov,
who was at that time the First Deputy
Foreign Minister, expressed his in-
ability even to change the language
and punctuation of the draft. He
wanted us to sort it out at Vienna.
Under the circumstances it may be
more practical to pursue our own’
indigenous programme based on our
own technology.

Though Mr Gorbacheyv, in his ban-
quet speech rightly lauded Jawaharlal
Nehru and Mrs Gandhi “...as firm
and consistent supporters of close
friendship and cooperation between
the two countries,” Mr Gandhi did
well in emphasising continuity by
saying, “I am here to continue the
traditions set for us by Jawaharlal
Nehru and practised by successive
Governments in India...” Sometimes
journalists and Sovietologists skip the
impoitant contributions made by
Shastri and Mr Desai. Lal Bahadur
Shastri negotiated the treaty of peace
with Pakistan under Soviet auspices at
Tashkent thus bringing into focus the
role and place of the USSR in Asian
politics. The Janata regime sustained
and strengthened Indo-Soviet coop-
eration in all spheres, including secur-
ity, economic and technology.

As per protocol, the Soviets lodge
only heads of state in the ornate guest
wing of the Kremlin. In 1976, a
departure was made when Mrs Gan-
dhi and her family were put up there.
Mr Desai, during his two state visits
received the same courtesy. Mr Gan-
dhi and Mrs Sonia Gandhi were given
an additional honour when, re-
freshingly Mr Gorbachev inducted his
sophisticated -wife, Mrs Raisa Gor-
bacheva, into all state functions. She
personally took Mrs Sonia Gandhi to
the art galleries and the historic cities
of Valadmir and Suzdel where the
Russian state was born.
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‘Gandhi’s Government:is being simul-
‘taneously wooed: by beth the super
‘powers.: While' the-Saviet Union is:
“keen toretain the special relationship.
‘with this country as’is evident from
-Mr Gandhi’s Just-concluded :Soviet
visit, the US’ wants to -bring ‘India
closer to the Western camp ‘Washin,
ton feels encouraged in its new: £eopo-.
litical -perceptions of India_not . only
’ use ofthe new-cOmputer technol
ogy mood prevailing in New Delhi but
also because of the new ,leadershi 's
sober approach 1o’ worl' X

natmg from - Washington' to “sigg
‘that " the Reagan 'Administration - is
prepared 10 ‘reviewits - India. pohcy
‘Whether 1twﬂlfully respond to Indian

sensitivities: in’ certain:vital .areas’ 6f

mtemt is mot 'yet “clear, enerally *

ng ‘New ‘Delhi mvanably gets®
stuck -in-:Washington’s "bureaucratic
log;amandAmencasIndla poh has
largely been an‘afterth

In: sh
hearted.
Russians have been extra courteous
and warm'to Indlan leaders and this’
‘warmth was very muchin’ evidence:
during Mr Gandhi’s stay in Moscow.
Brezhnev. used to:throw aside’ pro- -
tocol "norms ‘personally to " receive
Indira'Gandhi ‘whenever she visited
Moscow. India, for that maiter; has
had priority in the Soviet scheme of
things, especially after the Smo—Sovnet
rift, .came mto the open i

FRIENDSHIP

. Thls ts not to suggest that Indo-
Soviet friendship is based on negative .
factors. Far from it. Over a period the
relauonsh.lp between the two coun-
tries has acquu'ed a definite political -
and economic thrust. So much so the
feeling has:gained ground that the -
Soviet Union can be depended on in
times of crisis and that the Soviet
leadership ‘is more responswe to Indi-
an sensitivities than the Western
countries. - - |

This feeling has gmwn nght from
the days of the Soviet vetos in the
Security Council on Kashmir. Econo-
mic assistance for the Bhilai Steel -
Plant was another .example of "the -
Soviet response/-The latest economic
package and the credit for.oil explora-’
tion, etc. signed. dunng Mr - Rajiv:;
‘Gandhi’s visit are. part of the Soviet
style of saying “wecare”, -notwith=

0 . th

'. eontras

Indian Express, Bombav, 30 May 1985

. the Western counttiés do’ notprowde
"Atihe same ‘time; overdepen ence on mstan questlon rather’ tactfully Bu

rfavoured treatment
: sophisticated weapo

:.Asran Securlty Proposal,f hich” has™

erican gestures so far, the -

‘advantages” : in” India’s: mllltary Tela-7in -
tionship with the Soviet Union which " =A
“Mr Rajiv Gandhi Kandled the: Afgha

n bold cnough to declare that “we
do 10t ‘Ccompromiseout- posmon in
for -anything.” But ‘diplomatic’

said’. Rajiv.Gandhi will di he st:
o the:credit. of Indlan léade at’ exap’llonnznthe all discover as he starts

they have not compromised the coun-* tional relations, particularly ‘when
trys basic nanonal -interests.Take, . comesto vital interests of one super
amous : power- or

nplexities of interna-

ds-to- be. acknowledged ' tha
Mr < ‘Rajiv - Gandhi: i ;;'approachmg
world affairs with amopeén mind, He is
keéen to. modermise" the. -economy’and ;
opt for sophisticated Western technol- -
.ogy.on merit.- For'the import’of high *_

The,Brezhnev ‘proposal never got

is prepared fully to read;ust Amefican’

accorded reg
‘,u%%ly_of realities are rather. harsh and this Mr -

©off the ground srmply because’ India

.was lukewatm to. it. It was ‘then felf -
that the whole concept was directed -
against China ‘as 'part- of .a -Soviet
encifclement “plan.’ Mr -Gorbachev’s:
“proposal does not séem to suffer from
these inhibitions, though he has been”
. rather hasty in -announcing it publicly..

‘technology ‘must "be  viewed’ in this "

.context.-It so happens that this move *
has already’ aroused ‘cértain ‘misgiv-

ings. There is also-speculation ‘about -

_possible ‘shifts in Indian foréign policy *

postures. A sudden U-turn'in policy is .
‘neither practical “nor’ desirable.- This

.As far ‘as principles ‘go,” Mr. Got- .|
-bachev’s propasal seems well in order
--.though India had to tread cautlously

“Indian response to its Asian Security "This shows how a new era of pragmat-

_the idea crystalises in its néw form. - non-aligned nations like India but also

-be a major Americanconcerii.
standing some loopholes in the actual ‘India is’caught ‘on- the horns e
d!lemma on the Afghan issue. It can’” later ﬂleeoun‘ ’s 60

drd not happen even dunng the Janata

_because of the' ex:stmg complexities in’ S ;
. the Asian situation.” No wonder, Mr : count~ Lare: uncalled for .:since - the

‘Rajiv Gandhi’s résponsé to the loaded ‘Soviets ‘themselves ‘are..craving ‘for
..query by a correspondent at the Mos- -Ameriedn “know-how ;- and have

COW'press, conference’ was both vague: -allowed the. same multmatlonals t0 .
and evasive. Probably the Sovietlead-".operate.on their soil. Even'in China,
ership does . not expect ‘an’ instant - Western technologyis the latest fad.

Proposal. Much will depend on how . isi is catching on ot only-amiong the

“India will also_have to review ‘its ‘in the Communist and Socialist world.
global and - strategic- “perspectives. - President Mitterrand of France toof
True, the relationship with Moscow -has °_embraced " this ‘- pragmatic
has been to mutual advantage though ' approach to economic issues, which is -
there have been some embarrassing a far cry. ﬁrom hrs earher Socmhst
‘moments -for the Indian authorities. ‘slant.* . .-

The first such occasion was-provided “The pomt is- that the -economic
‘during the Hungari an uprising in 1956 : ‘pragmatism visible under the youthful
when Jawdharlal Nehru 'was ‘at -the” Indian Prime Minister should not be. :
helm. - Another ticklish: sntuatmzrre taken as a’ departure from traditional.
ites to Afghamstan whrchh“appens_

by the desire'to

poli icy. moonngs., These afe prompted .

not certain whether PreSIdent Reagan‘

The main- problem

supretnacy of India the reg;on and:
effecnve / curb ‘the, ctxvmes of: Pun

“Th .FBI’s role ‘in’ uneart'
-plot'to kill the: Prime_ Minister has

- already been widely: apprecxated ‘The!

goodwill “géneratéd: can:be - consoli-]
" dated; ‘provided the US-Administra-:
-tion ‘does not go back to its'old habits;
.and become msensmve to v1tal Indlan,
mterests NRE:

Interestmgly, durmg the next -few
months India. is set to have the max-;
-imum exposure abroad through festiv- :
~-als in France and the US. This is- thef
-biggest cultural offensive. launched by:

. this country since the-India festival in

the UK some time ago. “Unfortunate- .
ly, thisi 1mage boosting exercise comes ;
~at_a ‘time..when .theré: are” sérious
problems back home. The activities of:
the extremists make for bad publicity, i
though “terrorism is .not a 'typrcally
‘Indian phenomenon

'Itrs regrettable that national efforts
have to be diverted to tackling nega-:

< "tive forces out to destroy the’ demo-!

cratic polity'and undérmine the ¢ coun-

try’s territorial integrity-and umty
, Lookmg atthe goodwill existing in the!

two' super power camps; India should,
.be’jn a _position ; to overcome the;
current crisis. The new understanding:
-shown. by Moscow_and. Washington!
needs to be viewed in this light:"
- Of -course, _ the ‘pation’s . 1mage
abroad -has’ ‘o "reflect ' realities’ at;
- home. We cannot be. what ‘we are.not;
~in realrty “All the same; to underrate
S da ' i

~onomics of these gestures. -
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‘ASIAN SECURITY’

R Rajiv Gandhi’s talks with Mr Mikhail Gorbachev.
Mappear» to have been an unqualified- success.” The
summit has not only confirmed but further developed the
‘many-dimensional, ‘close and warm relations between the
two countries. In the economic'and technical fields, the two

: ¢common, comprehensive approach to the problem  of
:Becurity in Asia and a possible pooling of effarts by Asian
: gtates in this direction?” The idea clearly is to let Asian
.pations settle their bilateral or  multilateral problems
+without the dubious aid or intervention of outside coun-
. tries, especially ‘the: super powers. - - =~ o T
» » This'may seem easier said than doné but then *‘the
.r0ad to Helsinki was not smooth either.” The way Mr

leaders formally signed two major long-range agreements: ‘{Gorbachev visualises the idea, a beginning could be made’

one envisages a Soviet credit of about Rs. 1,100 crore to
finance Soviet goods and services for Indian projects in the
power, oil," coal, ferrous ‘metals and r_nachxpe ‘buxldmg.
sectors; the -other accord.set out basic' guidelines _fqr
economic, trade, scientific and technical cooperation_ until
the turn of the century. These agreements, 'worked out
earlier by officials of the two countries, are designed to give
‘4 major push to industrial and infrastructural development
“during the next three five year plans.. A
.. .7 'On the political level, the talks reaffirmed common
- perceptions in regard to several matters. Mr Gorbachev
creiterated Soviet support for and appreciation of India’s
‘efforts towards disarmament and peace, both in its indi-
widual capacity and as Chairman of the Non-Aligned
Movement. Mr Gandhi in turn welcomed Soviet initiatives
»in seeking de-escalation of the nuclear arms-race and super
power detente. Global issues 'apart, the two - leaders.
exchanged views on various bilateral and regional conflicts.
- On Afghanistan and India-Pakistan relations, the two sides
-generally reiterated their positions and perceptions.
Whether they also reached any new understanding on these
and other issues may or may not be.revealed in the
expected joint communique later this week. But the fact
that the two leaders had extensive private meetings, lasting
beyond.the originally scheduled time-table, would seem to
underline more than casual exchanges. Mr Gorbachev
clearly has new ideas and Mr Gandhi will have something to
communijcate of this when he visits Washington, Paris and.
- other- capitals in the weeks ahead. : .
Most notably Mr Gorbachev expounded an idea which
is bound to attract considerable international interest: a
concept of Asian security linked to a global code of
non-interference by the super and other major powers in
the affairs generally of Third World countries and particu-
larly in Asian affairs. This may seem, but is not, the same
thing as the abortive Brezhnev Plan for collective Asian
security. Unlike that proposal, this one has no suggestion
whatever of the Soviets underwriting the proposed security

~by holding" bilateral talks or multilateral consultations to’
‘aliscuss and resolve bilateral or multilateral problems.
“#Hese would include the Iran-Irag War, the West Asian
«<onflict, the Kampuchean imbroglio, Indo-Pakistan rela--
2idns, and of course Afghanistan. At some point in"future,';
speh efforts could lead to *“an all-Asian -forum. for. an
exthange of opinions and a joint search-for constructive!
-wsblutions.”” The thrust of the proposal:is.to settle regional
.':prg)blems at the regional level by the tountries of the region
themselves, rather-than let such problems provide the
-fmagnet for super power intervention and manipulation:
-2Yiewed thus, it is certainly an idea worth examining and
«pursuing. Indeed, if Asian nations decide to solve their own
~scpnflicts, half their problems are likely to vanish. -

framework. It would appear to be an extension of non-

_':gl!ig_nment and 'of the concept of a zone of peace from the
1Indian Ocean to the Asiari mainland. Mr Gorbachev
s feferred to the Helsinki Declaration and asked; “Is it not

« advisable, considering ... Europe’s experience, to think of a
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~Indo-Soviet Relations

— IF there are any two big nations which,
notwithstanding .- their . differing socio-
political systems, have a remarkable ident-
ity of views on most of the international’
issues they are india’and the Soviet Union.
This is the basis of the splendid-record of
Indo-Soviet .relations that Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi referred to in his speech at a

|

!

banquet hosted in his honour -by’ Soviet

Communist Party General ~Secretary.
Mikhail S. Gorbachev in Moscow the other’
day. The foundation for the present cordial
’-rei_ations and¥ruitful economic cooperation’
between the two nations was laid by Jawah-
arial Nehru. As Mr. Rajiv Gandhi: said;
friendship and cooperation with the Soviet
Union have very much become.an ‘‘integral
element’” of India’s foreign policy. It is this
element that is very much misunderstood’
by some Western nations which accuse,
India of following a foreign policy with a pro-|
nounced tilt towards the Soviet Union. And it
is for this element that India has been sub-
jected by some. powers to questionable
pressures. But those who accuse India of @‘\w
pro-Soviet stance cannot be unaware o
India’s stand on the Afghan issue. There;
were occasions when some Westerni
leaders went to the length of writing off india :
as a democracy. A noteworthy feature of"
india has been that, despite the Western |

M
)

skepticism about its democracy and even:
overt hostility towards it, its democratic
institutions have gained further strengthin’
recent years. And India’s growing and prin-
cipled friendship with the Soviet Union has .
not affected even a wee bit India’s political |
system. And there lies the significance of '
the Indo-Soviet friendship and cooperation. ,
This relationship. has been growing steadily
for the past three decades. One is confident «
that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi’s visit will further
strengthen that relationship. His ‘declar-’
ation in Moscow that he would continue the ;
traditions set by Jawaharlal Nehru and’
steadfastly adhered to by successive Indian
Governments must have -gladdened the .
Soviet leaders, as it has theleaders in India.
It is a fact that the Soviet Union has’
stood by India in times of need. Take for in-
stance the Kashmir issue, over which most
Western nations ganged up against India in :
the Fifties. Seeing through the Western
game the Soviet Union extended much-*
needed support to India in the U.N. Security?
Council. It would not be an exaggeration to !
say that democratic India has received

more support in times of need from the
Soviet Union than from the Western crusa-
ders for.democracy. Whenever there is a
iclash ' df “interests between India and
Pakistan,"most Western nations instinctive-
ly support Islamabad. This exposes the
hypocrisy of the Western concern for
democracy the world over. What these Wes-
tern powers seem to want is a subservient
. Indian democracy ready to toe their line on
world problems. Only thus could India prove
how democratic it is! They are afraid that
.India, if not properly guided by the West,
might slip into the Soviet orbit and go
Communist for ever. But the recent general
elections in India have proved how base-
less the delusive Western fear is. The best
way to protect Indian democracy is for those
nations known to be playing the game of de-
stabilisation on the Indian sub-continent to
call off the sordid activity. ) )
:The political moral .of the Indo-Soviet
friendship is that ideological differences
need not and — should'not — create bar-
riers between nations.. Obviously, this is
what Mr. Gorbachev had in mind when he
said, at the banquet, that Indo-Soviet friend-
ship was playing an ever-important and
beneficial role in the entire system of intern-
ational relations. India and other members
of the Non-Aligned Movement are appre—f
ciative of the fact that the Soviet response to

) 1

#

» the Movement is favourable, which is not
I the case with many Western nations. Some

of these nations dismiss NAM as of no con- .
sequences. And this is one of the reasons

for India and the Soviet Union holding the |
same views on many world issues. India is .
glad that the Soviet Union is a staunch'
supporter of the move to make the Indian

Ocean a' zone of peace. India’'s peace

moves over the years have had good re-

sponse from the Soviet Union. But all this js

dubbed by some powers as a pro-Soviet tilt
in India’s foreign policy. The perception of

the delusive tilt exposes the bias against —
«even hostility towards India — in the att-
itude of the perceiver.
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By Sltanshu Das '

/sz message from Moscow is loud
d

clear. The grand design to swerve
hxm from Indira Gandhi’s policy of

assertive mdependence has been frus-
*trated. That is the only conclusion
'f“'possible of the press conference the

: Prime Minister addressed in Moscow
-after his meeting with Soviet leader
: Mikhail Gorbachyov

,,.-; +Vital as is the long-term economlc_;
- coopeiation agreement (entailing the

- pledge of Soviet credit of one billion
- roubles), of much greater significance
:.is the measure of wider understanding

the new leaders of India:and the
‘USSR seem to have reached at their
“first official meeting. The answers the
‘Prime Minister offered at the end of
the summit conference were reflec-
< tive: of that understanding. The 15-.

’~year-long . Indo-Soviet ~economic
-:‘¢ooperation and trade agreement is’

important. But what is of greater im-
" port is the feeling that India-USSR
7 friendship has been renewed and di-
‘vested of :some’ misapprehensions

“ which had been created after Indira

‘Gandhi’s assassination.

- India’s strategic defence must
‘have figured as a subject of the
“ Moscow discussion. It is most unlike-’

ly that the Prime Minister would

have been as forthright as he was in
expressing his anxiety over the US
backing to Punjab extremists and in-

_adequate American discouragement

to'the Pak plans for military nuclear
capability had he not discussed these
threats with the Soviet leader. His
reply on this question was extraordi-
narily pointed and he made no effort
to conceal his criticism in diplomatic
c1rcumlocut10n '

He was asked if he would raise
w1th President Reagan the question

_"of US backing to Punjab extremists.

He said he would: he made no effort to’
qualify. the.‘questioner’s  imputation
that “American support had been
available to Punjab extremist
elements. .

Equally frank was his cr1t1c15m of

Amencas complaisance ** towards

jel'lISOI'I Indira policy

from the Symmgton amendment con-
trived for Islamabad and the soft pun-
ishment awarded . to the Pakistani

- held in America for smuggling out the

nuclear trigger mechanism. The im-
minence of his own planned meeting
with President Reagan did not mod-

erate the expression he gave to his -

unhappiness. .
High Tech was no longer the ano-

dyne explanation of the compromises .

‘which were being pressed on the
Prime Minister. One western journal-
ist asked how he hoped to secure from
America high technology when his
Soviet hosts had little hope of getting
this. Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s bland answer

‘was that he saw no problem in that'

ﬁeld
“Having recently s1gned a Memo-

strictive small print conditionality,
the Prime Minister had clearly come

India might hope to secure from US

technology - in - the. foreseeable'
. future.

Uncoinfortable questions deftly

fielded to draw him out on the Soviet -

ideas about Asia’s collective security
and why he had chosen the Soviet

Union as the first foreign country to

visit as Prime Minister were tackled

with matching professmnallsm and

good humour.
No talking point could be discov-

ot
'

‘randum of Understanding with the
-Americans in Delhi and seen its re-:

“to a realistic conclusion about what

ered by critics of India’s Soviet policy -

when-he disarmed them by saying
that India and the USSR took each
other into confidence while they ne-
gotiated with China over thelr Tespec-
tive differences. -

Even Indian soc1ahsm was not left

out of the Moscow press conference.

Much to the discomfort of those who

do not want him to talk too much

. about socialism, the' Prime. Minister
- spoke of the national commitment to -

socialism and the commandmg

_heights of the publxc sector in the In-

dlan economy.

- All inall; Mr Ra_uv Gandhl S pro--

nouncements in Moscow have cleared -

\

;fQ??‘?.-’, ‘,,.iAqu’,g_;;j‘plons_ for ‘at:.om_xc _many misgivings and taken India
"weapo - tl.le sohtary._ ‘exemption - backwherelndlraGandhlhadleﬁoff
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- Reassuring a friend

- Mr Rajiv Gandhi’sjourney to the Soviet Union, the first-

official visit by him to a foreign country after becoming
Prime Minister, was looked forward to by the hosts with
both keenness and a measure of apprehension, If the new

electronics policy, the Union budget and the export-import.

policy all taken toge,thex/" pointed to any one thing then it
was an attempt by the new Indian leadership to reexamine

the country’s traditional commitment to socialism. These’

first few months have also been-marked by a perceptible

thaw in US attitudes towards India which has fructified in’
the finalisation of the agreement on technology transfer,
thus laying the foundation:for closer Indo-US economic:

cooperation. There was, hence, a genuine uncertainty in

Soviet minds whether or not the new administration was ',

shifting from its Tong term position of being the Soviets’
closest and most important friend outside of the socialist
bloc. What Mr Rajiv Gandhi has done is to firmly set at
rest any such apprehension. He has affirmed that “India is
very much on the way to socialism” and it and “the Soviet
Union will stand together in the quest for peace.” He has
gone further and recalled that “the Soviet Union has been
a friend (for) over 30-‘years. We have stood together in
times of trial, we recognise that.” If this is read together
with the Prime "Minister’s assertion that Indo-Soviet
friendship .was ‘not aimed “against anybody,” then the
most crucial conclusion follows: The present government

remains as committed as ever to the principle of nonalign--
. . . ‘ o . . . Lo

ment. ¢ Ll o . - o
Other than the importanttask 'of reassuring an old
friend, the most concrete and far reaching consequence of
the visit is the signing of an agreement for economic
cooperation which carries with it a‘one billion rouble (Rs
1,000 crores) line of credit. The first economic credit
agreement with the Soviet Union, which was signed for
Bhilai in 1955, has burgeoned over the years into a major
external resource channel for the Indian government, with
the latest deal taking the total amount assured to 3.1
billion' roubles. The credit will be used by India in the
fields of oil, coal, power, machine building and ferrous
metals. Of all these sectors, the credit has the maximum
potential for benefiting India in the oil exploration sector.

‘The Soviets, who have considerable expertise in onshore

exploration, can help India take a few much needed
strides in that area. What the rest of the credit will do is

upgrade the technology that India had already acquired in’
those areas from the Soviets. It will also-ensure the

continuing Indian need for updated Soviet technology.
The credit may at first sight seem unnecessary as India is
currently running a surplus in its rupee trade account with
the Soviet Union, that is, it has to find more things to buy
from them to help them pay for what they buy from India.

Credit on the other hand is needed when you have things
to buy.but have not the money to pay for it. But the newest -

line of credit will enable India to buy vastly larger
amounts of machinery, technology and services which will
then have to be.paid for with Indian exports, thus taking
the economic codperation between the two countries to a
much higher level. This should be both possible and
beneficial as the credit is on very soft terms (which the
‘West-under the leadership of the US does not believe in

areas remains very cost effective.. - - - o

-giving India any longer) and Soviet technology in selected

s
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Delhi Comments on Visit
BK271529 Delhi General Overseas Service in English
1340 GMT 27 May 85

[Commentary by All India Radio Correspondent C. Chandrasck-
haran:  “A Fruitful Visit”]

[Text] The Indian Prime Minister Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to the
Sovict Union has been, as expected, a resounding success. It is
well-known that the longstanding friendship between India and
Soviet Union is built up on the basis of mutual respect, equality,
and cooperation. Over the years the two countries have also
developed durable and trustworthy ties. It was in this backdrop
that Mr Rajiv Gandhi and Mr Mikhail Gorbachev — the new
young leaders of India and the Soviet Union — had their
meetings in Moscow last week. For both the leaders the meeting
gave them an opportunity to know and understand each other
better because it was their first detailed meeting, the carlicr being
a brief one, when they met at the time of the funeral of late Soviel
President Chernenko. From all accounts their talks have proved
fruitful and can be described as another landmark in further
strengthening and consolidating Indo-Soviet friendship.

Another notable outcome is the personal rapport cstablished
between the two leaders after they took over the leadership of
their respective countries.

The economic agreements signed in Moscow are expected to
expand Indo-Soviet cooperation on a wider spectrum. One of
these envisages a Soviet credit of about 1.1 billion rupees to
finance Soviet goods and services for Indian projects in the core
sectors of power, oil, coal, ferrous metals, and machine building.
The other accord sets out basic guidelines for bilateral cooper-
ation in the fields of trade, science, and technology until the turn
of the century. These agreements will be useful to both countries.
For India, they will help in its ongoing efforts to upgrade tech-
nology and strengthen the country’s industrial infrastructure. To
the Soviet Union, the gain would be that India's goods and
expertise will be available in its mdoernization program,

Besides these steps to strengthen economic cooperation, the talks
between the two leaders on the political level covered cxtensive
ground. There was an carnest effort on the part of both — Mr

Rajiv Gandhi and Mr Gorbachev — to know cach otl?cr‘s viqw-
points better on major issues affecting the South Asian region
and also on international problems. The joint statement issued

" on Sunday, simultaneously in New Delhi and Moscow, highlights

the said abjectives the two countries have in the maintenance of
world peace.

India and the Sovict Union cxpressed concern over grgwing
global tension and called for total destruction and prohibition of
nuclear weapons and an immediate end to militarization of outer
space to save the world from a nuclear holocaust. The two
countries called upon nuclear weapon states to assume special
responsibility for bringing about speedy disarmament. Thcy also
wanted urgent steps for reversing the arms race. In this context
the statement said both India and the Sovict Union attached
major importance to the Geneva disarmament talks. The chll by
the two countrics for dismantling all forcign military bases in the
Indian Ocean has further strengthened India’s plea for making
the Indian Ocean a zone of peace.

The joint statement has also supported the dgsire of }ndia and
other nonaligned countries for convening an international con-
ference on the Indian Ocean next year.

The two lcaders expressed their opposition to outsidq intcrfcreqcc
in the affairs of Southwest Asian and Southeast Asian countrics
to facilitate negotiated political settiement of the problems in the
region.
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Source FBIS (South Asia), 22 May 1985, pp. F3-F4 Pages 1

U.S. Trying To ‘Drag’ India From Soviet Orbi
GF211838 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 10 May 85

[Articlc by Syed Humayun Adeeb:  “New American {.caning
‘Foward India}

[Excerpts] American superpower Icaders have been (rying for a
long time to drag India out of the Sovict orbit, but in view of the
deep fricndship between Indira Gandhi and the Soviet rulers,
they failed to make any headway. The 1979 Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan led scveral Indians to ponder the sensitive situation
that the Soviet presence in Afghanistan created in the region.
They fear that in the long run India will not remain immune from
this threat,

Formerly, Afghanistan and Pakistan served as a bulfer zone
between India and the Soviet Union, but now they realize that
only Pakistan remains. Morcover, they realize that any further
advance by the Soviet Union toward the south not anly will affect
Indian intcrests in the Indian Occan, but also will completely
subject India to Sovict influcnce in intcrnational alfairs.
Therefore, the Indian sages thought it was time to review Indian
policics toward the United Statcs and its immediate neighbor
Pakistan, but they could not do anything in the fuce of the
intrasigent attitude adopted by Mrs Indira Gandhi. She contin-
ucd a hostile attitude in order to serve both Sovict and Indian
interests.

With the departurc of Indira Gandhi from this world, the policy
adopted by Rajiv Gandhi is no different from the policy of his
mother. He has startcd a propaganda war against Pakistan using
the imaginary excuses of Pakistan’s aggressive intentions (Paki-
stan making nuclear bombs and acquiring American arms). He
also has shelved proposals to normalize relations with Pakistan.
He is bent on acquiring modern technology that India cannot get
anywhere except from the United States.

The Indian prime minister’s policy is to acquirc computers,
lascrs, scnsors, and other items of modern technology. The
United States is far ahcad of others in this technology. American
lcaders arc now betting on the advanced technology to force India
out of the Soviet axis. During the last few weeks several Ameri-
can cxperts and officials from the State Department have visited
India.

In the recent past some agreements have been signed between
American private companics and India on the transfer of com-
puter technology to India. Under the terms of this agreement,
various kinds of American computers will be produced in India.
But India nceds a superior kind of technology that it could use

for military purposes. After acquiring most of its modern military
technology from the Sovict Union, India now wants to acquire
such technology from the United States that could help it in
‘making laser weapons and highly sensitive military hardware.
American lcaders also secm to be very gencrous toward India.
They think they can get India out of the influence of the Soviet
Union. Following their talks over the last few weeks it scems that
India and the United States have come closc to a bilateral
agreement that could considerably add to the Indian defense
capability. '

Diplomatic circles in New Delhi belicve that according to Amer-
ican sources, India in the next 10 or 20 years could adopt the path
of cooperation with the United States. U.S. Under Secretary of
Defensc Fred lkle recently held talks with high-ranking Indian
officials in New Delhi. He is part of the policymaking cell in the
United States. He has been assured by Indian authoritics that
India could become a power which, by 1995 or 2005, could work
for the peace and security of the world based on the viewpoint of
the United States. According to Fred Ikle, there is great potential
for starting a ncw cra of relations between India and the United
States.

If onc analyzes American foreign policy, without doubt onc will
arrive at the conclusion that American presidents up to Jimmy

Carter had always given India the status of an “important big
country,” a country that could become a U.S. ally. After the
Sovict invasion of Afghanistan, the United States for the first
time acknowledged that Pakistan bears an important position in
this region and hence President Reagan felt the need to make
Pakistan strong. However, the Rcagan administration has pul
Pakistan in a sccondary position. Without obtaining any assur-
ances from India for its ally Pakistan, the Reagan administration
is bent on giving India such gencrous treatment that will make
India a very strong country. The United States has assured aid
1o Pakistan only against communist threats, but if India invades
Pakistan, then Pakistan will have to defend itself alone.

It may also be pointed out that India is an ally of the Soviet Union
in a defensc agrecment and it has reccived so much military aid
from this superpower that it does not need any arms from the
United States, only high technology. In other words, India does
not nced any arms aid from the United States. In December 1971
India openly invaded Pakistan under Sovict patronage and the
United States declined to view this as a communist threal (o
Pakistan. The United States also ignored the taunts levied
against it by the people of Pakistan. Now, the new American
lcaning toward India has caused concern among the Pakistani
people.
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FBIS (South Asia), 31 May 1985, p. Fl Pages 1

MASHRIQ en Asian Security, Gorbachev’s ‘Forum’
GF291408 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 26 May 85 p 3

|Editorial:  “Security of Asia and the Indian Role”]

[Text] Addressing a reception given in honor of Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, new Soviet lcader Gorbachev said that
India and the Soviet Union should coordinate their powers to
lessen the tension in Asia. He stressed his proposal that the Asian
countries should set up an Asia forum on the lines of the 1975

Helsinki conference so that, like Europe, an atmosphere of
peaceful coexistence could be created in Asia. Mr Gorbachey
believed that if such a proposal comes into effect then India could
play a key role in it. Prior to this proposal Mr Rajiv Gandhi had
conveyed his concern to the Soviet leader that Pakistan was
stockpiling more arms than its needs and that Pakistan was closc
to manufacturing nuclear arms. He stressed the fact that the
United States could do a lot to prevent Pakistan from making
nuclear arms but it has turned its eyes away from this fact. Mr
Gorbachev also said that Indian concern in this respect was
justificd.

It is a strange thing that on the one hand India and the Sovict
Union are thinking of the security of Asia but on the other hand
they do not seem to be aware of the real cause of the tension in
Asia. Arc not Afghanistan and Cambodia located in Asia? Are
not the peaple of these countries fighting against the military
intervention of the Soviet Union and Vietnam, rspectively, to
restore their self-rule and nonaligned status? Is not the situation
in Afghanistan a cause of danger for the whole of western Asia,
including Pakistan? Is not the situation in Cambodia a cause for
concern for all of Southcast Asia? No answers to these bitter
questions seem to come from Mr Gorbachev and Rajiv Gandhi.
Of ocurse, both have expressed their concern as to why Pakistan
was buying arms in a limited quantity to safeguard its own
sceurity. Morcover, they have reiterated their bascless accusa-
tions that Pakistan was close to making atomic weapons and that
the United States was clsoing its eyes to this situation.

Of course we agree that efforts should be made on regional bases
for the security of Asia. We do not disagree that a forum like that
of Helsinki would be useful for this purpose, but this forum
should not be a copy of the Brezhnev forum for the security of
Asia which in fact meant to make India a gendarme of Asia with
Sovict support and to force the Asian countries to accept Idnain
hegemony. Pakistan is rcady to accept every condition of peaceful
coexistence with India on equal terms, but it would never accept
Indian hegemony under any circumstance,

As far as the future of the relations between Pakistan and [ndia
s cor}ccrncd, Pakistan would like the bases of these relations to
bq laid on mutual trust and is ready to sign a nonaggression pact
with India so that the peace thus made is durable and
trust»_vorthy. Therefore, if India has any sincere interest in the
sccurity of Asia then first it should create an atmosphere of
mutual trust and confidence. If this is done then India will have
no causc for expressing its concern on Pakistan’s armament or
nuc_lcar programs. Pakistan has long been trying to make this
entire region a region of peace and free from nuclear weapons.
Why does not India do something in this respect? Pakistan has
already proposed that India and Pakistan should limit the arms
a.nd number of men in their armed forces and that both should
sign an agreement not to make atomic weapons. If India accepts
these proposals there is nothing left to worry about. If the new
Soviet leadership has any interest in the sccurity of Asia then it
should withdraw its forces from Afghanistan and force Vietnam
to withdraw its forces from Kampuchea. This will remove the
two-pronged tension in Asia.
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ALEXANDER USVATOV,
LEONID ZHEGALOV

As the plane was nearing Moscow, it

was announced that the sky over the
Soviet capital was overcast and that it
was raining. The Indian newsmen ac-
companying Rajiv Gandhi began to put
" on their raincoats, One.of them, the
correspandent of a leading bourgeois
magazine, essayed a joke:

"l have a good lead for my story,
fellows: ‘It is not always isunshine in In-

- dian-Soviet relations—they also have

their rainy seasons...'"
“Listen here, friend,” put in a cor-

: respondent of a big Delhi newspaper.

“Don't you think that the vagaries of the
weather only accentuate the constancy
of the relations between the two coun-

tries?"

The "weafHer aspect'’ of the visit was

. left outside the Grand Kremlin Palace,
" where during the top-level talks held on

May 21-22 the political constancy was
confirmed of Soviet-Indian relations,
which are based not on variable factors
but an the solid foundation of the Treaty

- of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation

of 1971.
Years and decades pass and genera-
tions succeed one another (in leader-

ships as well), but friendly, mutually |

beneficial relations and ties between the
Soviet Union and India are invariably on
the upgrade.

Why is this so? What is the explana-
tion?

It is because these relations are buill

© on complete equality, on mutual respect

and {rust. Neither side exerts pressure

- on the ofher, or lays down any political

conditions. The identity or closeness of

- the positions of the two countries on the

fundamental issues of our time, once
again demonstrated in the course of the
~Moscow talks, are another pillar on
which Soviet-indian cooperation rests.

x On the Upgrade

l Stability and breadth of scope are in-

' variable features of Soviei-Indian rela-
tions. These relations are not subject to

Source New Times, Moscow, 23 May 1985, pp. 8-9 Pages_ 2
The Rajiv Gandhi visit further strengthened
mutual trust between the leaders of our
two countries and the close friendship
between our peoples
Y Eoob ‘

fluctuations, they are not affected by all
manner of speculation or the malicious
rumour-mongering of which there is no
dearth these days in Western propagan-
da. The best reply fo the attempts to
drive a wedge between India and the
U.S.S.R. are the clear-cut pronouncements
of the leaders of the two countries.

Rajiv Gandhi: “Friendship and coope-
ration with the Soviet Union are an in-
tegral element of our foreign policy.
Our people regard the Soviet people as
friends who have stood by them in times
of need.”

Mikhail ‘Gorbachev: "The leadership
of the Soviet Union intends actively to
work further to develop and deepen
friendly Soviet-Indian relations. Peace-
loving, independent -India will always
meet with the understanding and support
of the Soviet Union.”

Our country’s attitude to India reflects
the principled and unfailing support
given by the Soviet Union to the
struggle of the peoples against imperial-
ist oppression, for the strengthening of
their independence and for social re-
newal,

As regards Soviet-Indian economic
cooperation, the more than 70. jointly
built plants are sufficient illustration of
its scale and multiformity. Precisely
these plants enabled India fo lay the
foundation for its own heavy industry.
They form the core of the state sector
in India.

Moscow and Delhi are looking lar
ahead. One of the agreemenis signed
during the Indian Prime Minister's visit
defines the basic areas of economic,
trade, scientific and technological co-
operation in the long term, all the way
to the beginning of next century. An-
other agreement relates to economic
and technical cooperation in the cons-
truction in India in the immediate fu-
fure of a number of projects, primarily
in the fuel and power industries, They
include an 840,000 kilowatt thermal
elecfric power station in Bihar State,
open-casi coal mines and pits in the
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Uttar Pradesh and Bihar states, and
prospecting for oil. It is also proposed
to modernize the engineering works
built with Soviet assistance. Moreover,
the Soviet Union will extend a large
credit in rubles fo cover the cost of So-
viet goods and services required in the
process of giving effect to the agreed
projects. The newspaper Indian Express
observes that these agreements are based
on the most favourable terms ever offer-
ed India.

As regards the range of Soviet-Indian
ties in the economic and” technical
sphere, it now extends from the bowels
of the earth to outer space.

However, the dimensions of what has
been accomplished should not obscure
the opportunities that exist for further
advance. The Indian Prime Minister
spoke highly of the substantial contribu-

in January this year, which calis for total
discontinuation of testing,. production
and deployment of nuclear weapons and
delivery systems. At the same time, the
joint statement says, the Soviet Union’s
proposals relating to the prevention of
the militarization - of outer space, the
ending of the nuclear arms race and the
ultimate fotal abolition of nuclear weap-
ons are aimed at objectives consonant
with those set forth in the Dethi decla-
ration.

This far from exhausts the list of So~
viet and Indian peace initiatives pro-
jected at the same goals. For instance,
Delhi calls for talks on a convention an
the prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons which would be signed by all
the nuclear powers. This is supported by
the Saviet side. In turn, india welcomed
the Soviet renunciation of first use of

i

tion made by fhe USSR, fto the
strengthening of India's economic poten-
tial and accelerating ibs scientific and
technological progress. “We look for-
ward to a rapid enlargement of this co-
operation,’” he said. When at a press
conference a Western newsman asked
Rajiv Gandhi, who is shortly to visit the
United States, whether india was ready
to -support Washington's foreign policy
in exchange for American technology,
the Prime Minister replied that India
did not barter away ifs principles.

Together in the
Fight for Peace

It is only natural that the leaders of

a great socialist power and one of the’
biggest Asian states which at present’

stands at the head of the non-aligned
movement should have given prime at-
tention to a wide range of international
problems. As is pointed out in their
joint statement, the sides once again
confirmed the identity or closeness of
their-positions on the basic issues of the
time.

The fact indeed is that many of the
two countries’ foreign policy initiatives
pursue a parallel course or complement
each other. The USSR, Rajiv Gandhi
observed, was the first, and is so far
the only nuclear power to support the
Delhi declaration adopted by the heads
of state and government of six countries

During the falks.

Photo by S. Smirnov

and A. Steshanov

nuclear weapons, Many other such ex-
amples could be given.

Perseveringly working for peace on
both major and minar issues, the
US.S.R. and India have voiced concern
over the growth of international tension
caused in particular by the increasing
danger of the nuclear arms race being
carried inlo outer space. To this they
counterpose peaceiul, mutually bene-
ficial cooperation between states with
different social systems on the basis
of the principles of equality, mutual re-
spect and non-interference in eac
other's internal affairs. Soviet-Indian
fies are a model of such cooperation.
Moscow and Delhi are opposed to en-
croachments on the sovereign rights of
the states and peoples to independent,
peaceful development, opposed to all
manilestations of imperialism, colonial-
ism, neocolonialism, and hegemonism.
in a word, they declare for the observ-
ance in international intercourse of the
principles of peaceful coexistence, for
the solution of disputed international
issues through negotiations, without the
use of f{orce.

Receiving in Moscow the chairman
of the non-aligned movement, the So-
viet leadership naturally displayed a

7

close interest in the activity of this
influential political trend of our time.
The Soviet Union and India voiced sa-
tisfaction over the growth of the posi-
tive role played by the movement in
the struggle for peace and to prevent
a nuclear catastrophe, the struggle for
disarmament and détente.

One of its most important tasks the
non-aligned movement sees in the
struggle  for equitable  frade and
economic relations between the de-
veloped capitalist and the developing
countries. The Soviet Union fully sup-
ports this struggle. It proposes in the
future as well to work for the restructur-
ing of international econemic relations
on a just and democratic basis. That this
objective can be attained is evidenced
by the example of Soviet-Indian coope-
ration,

Drawing Closer
Together

The Indian journalists who accom-
panied the.Prime “Minister invariably
underscored in their reports the cordial-
ity and warmth with which Rajiv
Gandhi and his party were met in Mos-
cow, Byelorussia and ‘Kirghizia. But one
ceremonial occasion was perhaps par-
ticularly noteworthy, indeed symbolic:
the naming in Moscow of one of the
city squares after Indira Gandhi, An-
other square a few blocs away from it
on Lomonosov Prospect was named after
jawaharlal Nehru several years ago.

Needless o say, the multiform fruit-
ful cooperation between India and the
Soviet Union is based on what might
be called rational factors—mutual be-
nefit, similarity of views on infernational
issues, common interest in the creation
of peaceful external conditions for con-
structive endeavour at home. But this
cooperation would not be as full-blood-
ed and stable were it not for another
factor which one would hardly call ra-
tional: reciprocal emotional gravitation
of the fwo great peoples towards each
other, the mainspring of which is to be
found in their common, if outwardly dif-
ferent, historical destinies.

“We know how greatly your nation
has suffered in-the wars following the
revolution,” Rajiv Gandhi said in a tele-
yision - address to the Soviet people.
mwe know the sacrifice that every family
of your great country has made. Qut of
the anguish and blood has sprung the
rose of your love of peace, even as
out of our colonial suffering has grown
the lotus of our hope and determina-
tion. So let us tend this rose and this
fotus.”

This call finds a deep response in the
hearts of the Soviet people, who cher-
ish the warmest sympathy for our
great neighbour nation.

The intertwining of the rose and the
lotus is indeed a fitting symbol of So-
viet-Indian friendship. The {ndian Prime
Minister's visit to the Soviet Union
marked a new important step in the
further development of multiform rela-
tions between two of the world's big-
gest countries. i
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NIKOLAYEV ON U.S. REACTION TO USSR-INDIA TIES

BKO71327 Moscow in Urdu to India 1200 GMT 3 Jun 85
[Yevgeniy Nikolayev commentary]

[Text] There has been widespread comment on the outcome of Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's official and friendly visit to the Soviet Union. Foreign comment has stressed
the great importance of the high-level Moscow talks for the promotion of Soviet-Indian
relations and for stabilizing peace. Against this favorable background, some U.S.
press comment certainly warrants attention. For example, THE NEW YORK TIMES wrote

that the visit casts a shadow of frustration over U.S. diplomats. The paper acknowl-
edged that some U.S. quarters have long expected a weakening of the traditional
Soviet-Indian friendship, but their expectations did not bear fruit this time. More-
over, as the paper's correspondent reported from Delhi, the visit further strengthened
the roots of Soviet-Irdian friendship in a number of fields, with political circles and
the Indian press describing Moscow as a faithful friend.

The questionmnaturally arises as to why U.S. diplomats and others are unhappy with the
development of Soviet-Indian relations? The Soviet Union and India have formulated a
long-term extensive cooperation program for the benefit of their two countries and in
the interest of world peace. What is bad about that? Why do some U.S. representatives
hold a negative attitude toward it? Is it not because the Indian prime minister's
visit to the Soviet Union has proved that relations between the two countries are
characterized by equality and mutual benefit? Naturally, the difficult issues involv-
ing Soviet-U.S. relatlons also came to the surfacce. Recently, many sectors of the
Indian and U.S. press, such as the TIMES OF INDIA and the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
discussed this issue. The Indian paper points to the Soviet provision of a 1 billion
ruble credit to Indla for the construction of major projects in the power, machine
building and oil exploration sectors. The credit will bear an annual interest rate of
2-2.5 percent and will be repaid by India by supplying Indian goods, includifig textiles,
to the Soviet Union. 1In this context, the paper notes that U.S. banks offer loans to
developing countries, including India, at a rate of 12-14 percent or more. Simul-
taneously, India is being denied loans on easy terms through the International Develop-
ment Association. India is also facing considerable difficulties due to the protec-
tionist policies of the United States. At present, the U.S. Congress is reviewing the
Jenkins and Fairmont bills under which extensive restrictions will be imposed on Indian
textile imports. The TIMES OF INDIA estimated that this will reduce Indlan exports

to the United States to [figure indistinct] from $3 billion. Against this background,
the fast growth of restriction-free Soviet-Indian trade is particularly noticeable.

The agreement on basic trends of economic cooperation until 2000 signed during Rajiv
Gandhi's visit to the Soviet Union will lead to notable increases in the trade between
the two countries and improve the trade balance and mutual supply system. The sale of
modern machinery and technology and the mutual exchange of the latest scientific and
technological breakthroughs assume special importance in this regard. If such a fav-
orable development of relations betwen the Soviet Union and India creates unhappiness
and displeasure for the U.S. companies, is it not due to characteristics of U.S. policy
toward developing countries? It is no secret that it is only because of Washington's
claim of special rights in Asia, Africa and Latin America that tension was created in
these regions. For instance, the United States declared the Indian Ocean as a region
of vital interest. The Pentagon started massive military construction in the region.
This is an open challenge to the littoral states and the Nonaligned Movement who are
in favor of transforming the Indian Ocean into a peace zone.
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Tn their joint statement, the Soviet Union and Tndia raised their voice against impair-
ing the sovereign rights of independent developing nations, and every manifestation of
imperialism, ncocolonialism and hegemonism. The Soviet Union and India appealed For the
closure of foreign bases in the Indian Ocean and an early convening of an international
conference to transform it into a peace zone.

On the question of halting the arms race, the Soviet Union and India hold an identical
stand, and this can never be a cause of frustration. Both the Soviet Union and India
firmly believe that checking nuclear war is the issue of highest priority today, and
people all over the world agree with them on this issue. The meaningful Soviet-Indian
peace initiatives also prove [word indistinct] in achieving this objective. 1t was
pointed out during the Soviet-Indian summit meeting that these initiatives have only
one objective, that is, to end the arms race on the earth and its (?expansion) into
space. This is why India highly values the Soviet proposal for taking comprehensive
steps to freeze nuclear arsenals and to reduce them and to stop the militarization of
space.

For its part, the Soviet Union fully supports the Delhi Declaration of six nations
which was approved as a result of the Nonaligned Movement chairman's initiatives. As
was stated by Rajiv Gandhi at his Moscow press conference, the United States has not
yet responded to this initiative. The Soviet Union and India have constructive and
balanced stands on other major issues of world politics, and if the U.S. scicntists
hold a negative attitude toward this trend, then it is only because of the negative
stand of the United States on international affairs.
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Superpowers

vying with

each other to woo Rajiv _

" FromG. KReddy ,
' NEW DELHL, April 30.

The two super powers are, from all accounts,
wvying with-each other in wooing the Prime Mini-

ster, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, by making a deeper im-°

pression on_ him during his forthcoming visits.
to Moscow and Washington. R

The Soviet Union, which is apparently per-
turbed by the latest American efforts to placate
him .with offers of high technology transrer and
sale of sophisticated arms, is going all out to
make his Moscow visit an important landmark
in the development of Indo-Soviet relations.

As a sort of curtain-raiser to. this visit, the
Soviet Union today announced the award post-
humously ‘of. Lenin. Peace prize . for Indira
Gandhi, who will be honoured further with the
dedication of a sports stadium in- Moscow in
her name. The Soviet hosts ‘are drawing up
the programme of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's trip in
such a manner that the basic theme of countinu-
ity is highlighted at every stage to focus atten-'.
tion on the fact that the son is no less devoted -
than his late mother to the consolidation of
indo-Soviet relations. -

“The new Soviet leadership headed by Mr.
Mikhail Gorbachev is reported to be very keen
on making a series of announcements during
Mr. Gandhi's visit on increased: Soviet assist-
ance for India's development. It is also expect-
ed to assure him of the Soviet readiness to
make available all the highly sophisticated wea-
ponry that India wants for its defence on highly
competitive terms. . . :

US. efforts: The Reagan Administration. is
making a parallel bid to estalish a closer re-
lationship with India without prejudice to its
on-going military assistance to Pakistan. The
US. Under-Secretary of Defence, Mr. Fred
Charles Ikle, who is arriving tomorrow on a
four-day visit, will be meeting the Defence Mini-
ster, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, the. Defence
Secretary, Mr. S. K.'Bhatna ar,"and other sen-
ior officials of the Defence Ministry to discuss
the possibilities of establishing an arms supply
relationship with India through- transfer of high
technology and also sale of certain types of
aircraft and even weapons on mutually accept-
ableterms. . .- . -

* After, concluding his talks in Delhi, Mr. Ikie
will be 'going to Bangalore to‘get an idea of -
the capabilities of HAL for assembly or licens--
ed production of different categories of trans-
gort and -combat aircraft. He will also “visit
Bharat Electronics Limited (BED to assess its
capacity for absorption, of high. American
technology in this field for both civil and milit-
ary uses. R .

“The Secretary of the U.S. Air Force, Mr.
Verne Orr, who airives next week, will probab-
ly have more detailed discussions on the re-
quirements of Indian Air Force, while the Sec-’
retary of Commerce, Mr. Malcolm Baldri?e.
who follows later, will review the prospects for
increased Indo-US. trade and American in-
vestments in India in some specified spheres.
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The intention is to get all this data ready
for seme major offers of increased American-

collaboration_during Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's visit to
‘Washington. The US. Government is'also plan-

ning 1o show him the Johnson Space Centre
in"Houston ‘when he’flies to Texas with the
Vice-President, Mr. George Bush, to spend a

" day at his home. -

A lot of preparatory work is being done simul-
taneously by the Ministries concerned in Delhi
to enable Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to respond to the
Soviet and U.S. offers of increased coopera-
tion to the desired extent for securing the
necessary assistance from the two super
ggwers without in any way altering the delicate

lance in India's relationship with them. All

possible care is being taken to avoid the im-
pression of any new it towards the US. to
the deteriment of its estalishee relationship with
the Soviet Union. . . . .
" Flexibility needed: But as a product of a dif-
ferent hgeneration with a new technological vi-
sion, Mr. Raiiv Gandhi has to.display qreater
flexibility in his dealin%s with. the two super
powers to ensure that India has equal access
to their industrial and scientific developments.
The basic intention is to obtain access to all-
available- assistance from. both of them for in-
creasing India’s self-reliance and progressively
reducing the country’s dependence on foreign
collaboration. - .

The young Prime Minister with his modern
bent of mind is not, therefore, suspectiog any
sinister motives behind the latest American
moves to cultivate him. He feels that it is for
india to decide ‘to what extent it should avail
itself of the offers of assistance consistent with
the policies of his Government. It does not
mean that he is going to stop protesting against
increasing American military aid to Pakistan by
agreeing to establish a limited arms purchase
relationship with the U.S. in India’s own interest,
.~ The forthcoming visits to Moscow and Wa-,
shington are c];oing to be his first major test
in international diplomacy in dealing with the
two super powers :
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Source The Hindu, Madras, 11 June 1985, p. 9

From G. K. Reddy :

- NEW DELHI, June 10. ., the U.S. Is not iikely to respond to Indian pleas
The US. Government has been privately ‘to exert Erawur&s on the Zia regime to refrain
i

cautioning both in Delhi and Washington,: from ma

ng the bomb. under the guise of de-

against any excessive e?ectations of a spec-| veloping explosion technology to harness ato-

tacular upslrge in Indo-

a result of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's visit, since the|

ggrsisting differences over many ‘issues cannot
sorted out overnight even with. the best of |
intentions. : .

- The main emphasis at present is on removing i

the avoidable strains through a frank exchange |
of viéws on each other's concerns and com- .
pulsions. .~ _ : ) : .
" The US. is no longer ‘insisting that India-
should move away from Moscow to demonstr-
ate its desire for better relations with Washing-
ton. The Reagan "Administration, on the contr-
ary, has from"all accounts reconciled itself. to
the thought that it is both possible and desir-
able for India to-have reasonably good rela-
tions with both the superpowers” without lea- ,
nir.P heavily on either. T i
act of life: It is this readiness to accept
India’s ongoing relationship with Moscow as :
a fact of life that has opened the way for the
current U.S. efforts to reduce this dependence
to some extent through - countervailing links

‘based on technology transfers, capital flows -

and increased trade. The U.S. is also .inclined |
to reconsider its restrictive economic policies

towards India and relax the squeeze on con-

cessional assistance by the World Bank and

other international institutions. . »
.. Limiting arms supplies to Pakistan: But at

the political level, it has been made quite clear

that the farthest the U.S. is prepared to go to

mollify India is to restrict. its military assistance’
to Pakistan to weapon systems that are relev-
ant to its” legitimate defence requirements

against the Soviet pressures through Afghanis-
tan. The Reagan Administration will not ab-'
andon its policy of arming. Pakistan, but it will!
pay greater attention hereafter to the Indian'
objections that: some of the highly sophisticat-

ed equipment sought.-by the Zia regime, like

the Hawkeye airborne radar system, the Har-

poon missiles, the Mohawk battlefield surveill-

ance aircraft, the Vulcan Phalanx air defence

equipment, the improved tow missiles for anti-

tank warfare, the 155 mm howitzers and the

updated offensive capabilities of F-16 aircraft,

could be used only against it in the sub-con-

tinental terrain. ' o :

merican relations as|ntic energy for peaceful purposes. But the U.S.

has started mooting the idea of a joint commit-
ment by India and Pakistan not to go in for
nuclear arms, along with adequate safeguards
against possible ~ violations, - which ~ would |
amount to signing or submitting to the nuclear

‘non-proliferation treaty with all its discrimina- ;

t rovisions. . ..
,OZnP Lanka issue: The U.S. has indicated its:

readiness to help India and Sri Lanka in finding
a political settlement to the Tamil problem with-:
in the framework of a sovereign Sri Lankan
“State. It has welcomed the broad understand-

‘ing reached at the Delhi summit to end the

terrible bloodshed in the ‘island and strive for
a negotiated solution that would give the Tamil
minority the substance of regional autonomy

i on the Indian pattern. - i

Relations with Nepal, Bangladesh: The U.S.
also wants India to pursue with greater vigour
its new policy of improving relations with its
neighbouring countries, Nepal and Bangladesh,
by responding more - sympathetically to some
02, their grievances. The'U.S has been privately
lending support to.the Nepalese proposal for
a so-called zone of peace, while urging that
Bangladesh with its many blind spots deserves
better consideration. a .

The U.S. is prepared to underwrite the prima-
cy of India in South Asia, but, in return, it ex-
pects this country to adopt a softer attitude
towards the neighbours to enable Washington
to press forward with its own geopolitical and
geostrategic pursuits in the region without Ind-
ian opposition. It also expects India to take a
more sympathetic view of the American posi-
tion" in the Gulf area, without prejudice to its
stand on the West Asian situation. : .

- Not expecting too much now: IE will take:
some time for all these bits and pieces of Ameri-
can’policy to fall into a pattern that would be
more acceptable to India even: if Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi's visit to Washington goes off well as
expected ‘by both the Governments. But what
is important is that in its understandable desire
to improve relations with India, and, in the pro-
cess, progressively reduce the country's de-
pendence on the Soviet Union, the U.S; is tak-
ing care to avoid unduly high expectations by
opting consciously to move forward. slowl
_rather than hasten suddenly with all the attenc}:
ant risks of a setback through miscalculation. .+
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Rajiv visit: cautious -

- . Joint commitment on the bomb: As far"aé'
‘. . Pakistan's:_nuclear ambitions are concerned,




-has seldom been witnessed before.

- possibility of ‘the U.S. adopting. a
‘ India, and above it was a signi-

Gandhi's Visit to Washington
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Source Times of India, 9 April 1985, p. 8' Pages

Awareness Of India In U.S.

‘A New Element In Relations

P

‘any discussion of the future -an, appeal,” especially in the sixties ™
_.prospect ‘of Indo-U.S. rela- and the seventicw, for thoss Ame- in their condemnation of what they

o

5

1.8

‘tions, ‘we - should noteof a Yicans. who had: come-to ¥eject . called Soviet aggression and oocu-

pew element that has entered the - industrialism and \were looking for: pation of Afghanistan.
picture. Which is that there mow What they regarded a saner alterna-:  So when on her return to office
exists in the United States a popular iive: But Attenbctough’s Gandhi: in January 1980, Mrs. Gandhi re-
awareness of India the like of which , Was ‘2 different stoxy altogether. :-| fused to join mors than 100 other !
| It did much more~than introduce| governments, many of them memb~ |
A variety of factors have reinforc- -the Mahatma and therefore India J ers_of the non-aligned group, in .
ed ope another to produce this |0 ordinary Americams wWho bad not| their condemnation of Soviet inter-
awareness. .- -~ ~ . . - .- heard of theformer - and did notcare! vention, the American reaction was
It all began with Mrs. Indira | for the Ialter, It brought alive for| one. of dismay, annoyance and
Gandhi’s visit in the summer of Americans a Christ-likg figure all' resentment. For them her move to
1982. On the face of it, the visit Christians have yearned for in the' stay neutral was one more piece
i‘;’ng not too bi;gf a §ucc¢s§y from tl:n;E .deepest recesses of | thelt’}‘PSXC_hO-' : gf ;:fgc'e tthatdshet.lyvr:‘ljsSirx;:w')lmb--
an mnt view. WAY Of | ‘g’ ege - : ->0Viet and anti-U.S, At least
specific Px?ﬁults, it only pav;edythcf Posx_tlve Impact - .1 to me personally, no American has
way for a resolntion of the dispute. - _ >~ - . | ever compared - her with ' Mr
over the supply of enrichied uranium . For all'we know, Attamborough’ Krishna Menon,” though he too
and spare parts for the Tarapur Was Dot concerned whethdw or mot jrked them so much so that . they
plant, and that 0o because the his film would promote Indlia. But remember him almost & quarter of
French and the West Germans his Gandhi gave Americans’a view.'a century after he ceased to be im-
were prepared, for their own ©Of India which was differesk from portant in India’s affairs.. .
reasons, to help; the French in. the one either pdpular mapazine _
respect . of  enriched  uranium | Articles  or wellmeant”  ohanty | Enduring Fascination
m the ' Germans in~ respect! Publicity campaigns had givew. It | ; o o
of parts. - And it did Aransformed the image of the Irklian} She, however, fascinated them as’
not enI d the U.S. ( policymakers’ People- — from victims of povedy, |00 other Indian has fascinated
“ambivalence towards - the former iliteracy and superstition into brive jthem, not even her great father,
Prime Mimister. . But it emded a fighters for freedom and justie. |Jawaharlal Nehru. This became
major source of friction between : Perhaps for the first time GanaAl |evident at the time of her visit to
the two governments, created the | ggi‘;&;;dthae Rﬁlt“’e _picture oX ?‘m United States in 1982 but ‘not

American mind. - !|fully. -America’s " fascinition with
Mrs, Gandhi's visit to the United [Mrs. Gandhi came into full play
. §tatcs hadl been .pre(;eded tiby the atﬁgepgﬂ? acl)f her assassination. -
Lo p oviet military.  intervention in o politic assassination - since
e e oyent Mrs. GandMl | Afghanistan i December 1979, President Kennedy's in 193 has
tie TV screen so much so that a A India’s refusal to support the U.N. received the kind of media coverage
nwmber of Americans recalled it to | [esolution condemning it-and calling M. Gandhi's did in' the -United
me almost three years later during - for the withdrawal of Soviet troops States. Leading newspapers such as
a nscent visit to their country in January 1980 when she-was back the New York Times, The Washing-
This was followed by Aften. in Power in New Delhi, and the :ioe’:/ O{Zistpa and aﬁgs‘ Angelesh Times
s o L . SR e es ages- -
2?1' 1988]12 s ggndiub- :gv;:rd; g:lx: o;li‘fel : Rmeeagzn a?llgaxnumuon’s decision: to_ ? did popgular m