0

AD-A27 9 901

DI-= mrda"

DESIGN AND DEMONSTRATION OF AN
ACOUSTOOPTIC TIME-INTEGRATING CORRELATOR
WITH A LARGE A PARALLEL GAIN
by

DTIC

N. Brousseau and J.W.A. Salt

S

ELECTE

JUN

0219941

94-16307

OTTAWA
DEFENCE RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT
NOTE 93-24
TECHNICAL

_nw

December 1993

Def

nc rnemnu

DESIGN AND DEMONSTRATION OF AN
ACOUSTO-OPTIC TIME-INTEGRATING CORRELATOR
WITH A LARGE A PARALLEL GAIN
by
N. Brousseau and J.W.A. Salt
Electronic Support Measures Section
Electronic Warfare Division -ccesion

For

NTIS CRA&I
DTIC TAB
Unannounced

0

Justification .... ...

ByDistribution I
Availability Codes
Dist

Avail and/or
Special

DEFENCE RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT OTTAWA
TECHNICAL NOTE 93-24

PCN
041LQ

December 1993
Ottawa

ABSTRACT
Time-Integrating Correlators (TICs) use either surface
(integrated-optics) or bulk acousto-optic interactions. This
technical note documents the development of a signal processor
that includes a TIC designed to operate with a large parallel
gain and a digital post-processor (DPP). The DPP controls both
the input of signals to the TIC and the collection and analysis
of optical data from the TIC. This note also reviews the
principle of operation of TICs, discusses the selection criteria
and compromises involved in selecting the various components, and
describes the DPP, and presents the algorithms available to
analyze the output of the TIC.

RtSUMt
Les effets acousto-optiques de surface (optique intdgr6e)
ou de volume peuvent 6tre utilis6s pour la mise en oeuvre de
Corrdlateurs & Int6gration Temporelle (CIT).
Le but de cette
note technique est de ddcrire le d6veloppement d'un syst~me de
traitement des signaux qui inclut un CIT & gain parallble 6levd
et une Unit6 de Post-Traitement Numdrique (UPTN). L'UPTN contr6le
les signaux d'entr6e du CIT ainsi que la collecte et l'analyse
des donn6es optiques produites par le CIT.
Une breve revue des
principes d'opdration d'un CIT ainsi qu'une discussion des
critbres de s6lection des diverses composantes et des compromis
n6cessaires sont pr6sentds. L'UPTN et les algorithmes d'analyse
des donn6es de sortie du CIT sont anssi d6crits.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Time-Integrating Correlators (TIC) are particularly
suitable for processing long duration, large bandwidth, data
strings. However, their most important feature is their
capability to perform correlation, in parallel, over a wide range
of relative time-delays. This feature provides a large parallel
gain and makes signal acquisition easier. High-quality laser
light sources, photodetector arrays, and Bragg cells make it
possible to produce high-performance optical data processors.
The TIC presented in this technical note is an acoustooptic data processor that produces a cross-correlation between
any two RF input signals without requiring time-inversion of one
of the signals. It is designed to operate with a large parallel
gain and a digital post-processor (DPP).
This note reviews the
principle of operation of TICs and, discusses the criteria and
compromises involved in selecting the various components.
The
compromises involved in the selection of an Helium-Neon laser, of
tellurium dioxide Bragg cells and of the techniques used to
expand the laser beam are discussed. The imagining system,
constructed from commercially available lenses, and the detector
array are described.
The DPP controls both the input of signals to the TIC and
the collection and analysis of optical data from the TIC. This
note also presents the algorithms used to analyze the output of
the TIC. The algorithms developed for pedestal removal and for
statistical analysis of results produced by the TIC are
described.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

High-quality sources of laser light, photodetector arrays
and Bragg cells make it possible to produce high-performance
optical data processors. The time-integrating correlator (TIC)
presented in this technical note is an acousto-optic data
processor that produces a cross-correlation between any two radio
frequency (RF) input signals whose down-converted versions are
within the bandwidth of the Bragg cell.
TICs are particularly suitable for the processing of long
duration, large bandwidth, data streams (for example, the streams
The correlation signal
used in spread-spectrum communications).
produced by a TIC contains information about the parameters of
the signal that is being processed. A correlation peak indicates
that two nearly identical data streams have been received. The
shape and location of this peak contain information that can be
used to determine the carrier frequency, the modulation rate, and
the difference in time of arrival of the signals. However, the
most important feature of TICs is their capability to perform
correlation, in parallel, over a wide range of relative
time-delays. This feature provides a large parallel gain, and
makes signal acquisition easier. Applications such as
spread-spectrum processing (1-3], fine-delay estimation of time
of arrival [4], passive surveillance [5, 6], and analysis of
deoxyribose nucleic acid (DNA) [7] have been proposed for TICs.
TICs use either integrated-optics [1-3,5-6,8-13] or bulk
[4,7,14-25] acousto-optic interactions. This technical note
documents the development of a signal processor that includes a
TIC designed to operate with a large parallel gain and a digital
The DPP controls both the input of signals
post-processor (DPP).
to the TIC and the collection and analysis of optical data from
the TIC. The principle of operation of TICs and the criteria and
compromises involved in selecting various components are
discussed in Sections 2.0 and 3.0. The DPP which controls the
flow of data to and from the TIC, and the algorithms developed to
analyze the output of the TIC are described in Section 4.0.
2.0

DESCRIPTION OF A TIME-INTEGRATING CORRELATOR

TICs based on amplitude modulation of laser beams use
either integrated-optics (1-3,5-6,9,12] or bulk (7,15-19]
In acousto-optic systems, a modified
acousto-optic interactions.
Mach-Zehnder configuration is used. Thorough theoretical
analyses of these systems are available (1,12,17,24]: therefore,
only those aspects related to the design of a system with a large
parallel gain are reviewed.
In the system shown in Figures 1 and 2, the beam produced
by the HeNe laser is expanded and then divided into two equal
intensity paths by a cube beam-splitter. The two beams are then
redirected (at the Bragg angle) onto the Bragg cells, by two
A photograph of the system is
folding mirrors (Ml and M2).
The two RF inputs that carry digital
presented in Figure 2.
modulation are applied to the Bragg cells to amplitude-modulate
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Figure 1:

Schematic Diagram of a Mach-Zehnder
Time-Integrating Correlator
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a)

b)

Figure 2:

Photograph of the Mach-Zehnder Time-Integrating
Correlator Developed at DREO
a) the whole system with the laser
and
its power supply on the top level,
b) the interferometer.
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the expanded laser beams through a bulk acousto-optic
interaction. Because no bias is used in the linear modulation
process, a maximum dynamic range is produced.
The two diffracted
light distributions carry the information contained in the two RF
signals that were applied to the Bragg cells. The diffracted
light beams are mixed and imaged on the detector array to be
counterpropagating.
The elements of the detector array perform
coherent addition and time-integration of the two signals. The
signal S(T,z) produced by the detector array can be described as:
S(T, z) - fT IA(t+z/v) +B(t-z/v)12 dt

(1)

s(T,z) =fA2(t+z/v~dt+fE2(-z/v~dt
?Tf

(2)
+2

A( t+zlv) B (t-zlv) dt

where A(t) and B(t) are the signals applied to the Bragg cells, t
is the time, T is the integration time of the detector array, v
is the velocity of the acoustic signal in the Bragg cells, and z
is the distance along the Bragg cells (z=O is located at the
centre of the Bragg cells).
The * represents the complex
conjugate. The t+z/v and t-z/v terms represents the fact that
the signals propagated in the Bragg cells are imaged to be
counterpropagating on the detector array. This counterpropagation, combined with the time-integration performed by the
detector, is essential to the production of a correlation.
The typical output of a TIC that is performing an autocorrelation is cbaracterized by a peak that appears over a
pedestal. The A and B terms in equation [2] contribute to the
formation of the pedestal (see Figure 3).
The correlation peak
is produced by the AxB term, at the meeting point of the two
counterpropagating signals on the detector array. The
correlation peak can be observed over a range of time delays that
is equal to twice the time r it takes the signal to propagate
through the Bragg cells. To facilitate the detection of the
peak, the pedestal is removed. The presence of the correlation
peak can be confirmed by using a threshold signal.
In TIC that was developed by DREO, the light beams are
amplitude modulated by the acoustic waves, rather than intensity
(power) modulated. Linear-amplitude modulation is possible when
the diffraction efficiency of the Bragg cell is low, and because
no bias is used, a better dynamic range is available for signal
processing [12 (p.291), 25].

-4-

a)

b)

Figure 3:

A Correlation peak on a pedestal.
a) without fringes 1) peak;
2) pedestal,
b) with fringes.
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The parallel processing gain (Gp) is determined by the
number of bits present in the Bragg cells.
The gain is equal to
the product of the bit rate (B) of the signal and the time-delay

window 2r of the TIC.
C,= 2c B

3.0

(3)

SELECTION OF THE COMPONENTS OF A TIME-INTEGRATING CORRELATOR

The selection of components for a TIC with a large parallel
gain involves many compromises.
Limitations are imposed by the
availability of components and by constraints on the size and
complexity of the final system. More than one good solution is
available. However, the set of choices presented in this
technical note was found to be most appropriate given the
constraints that were faced.
3.1

Bragg Cells

The key components of a TIC with a large parallel gain are
Bragg cells with a large time-aperture r. The length of the
Bragg cells must be kept to a manageable dimension. Therefore,
in optical materials with a slow acoustic velocity of propagation
(v) and with a low attenuation of the acoustic waves are used to
obtain a large time-aperture. Large time-aperture devices are
usually made of tellurium dioxide (TeOd) operating in the slowshear mode. Devices with time-apertures as large as 100 As are
available commercially. The dynamic range, polarization, and
frequency response of Bragg cells have been extensively studied
and are well documented [26-30].
Because the velocity of
acoustic waves in TeO2 is 620 m/s, a device with a 100-As
aperture device is 62-mm long. To take advantage of the full
interaction time of these Bragg cells, the whole aperture must be
illuminated. The signals propagating in the Bragg cells must
also be imaged on the detector array. These operations are not
easy with a 62-mm aperture. A compromise between maximum
parallel gain and implementation difficulties was reached by
building the first system with Bragg cells that had a
time-aperture of 50 As (31-mm aperture).
It is also desirable that the TIC produce correlation peaks
that are of uniform amplitude over the aperture of the Bragg
cells. This requires that the exponential attenuation in the
Bragg cells be compensated for by selecting the appropriate part
of the Gaussian distribution of the illumination beam for each
Bragg cell. The distribution of diffracted light is flattened if
only 40 As of the 50 As aperture cO the Bragg cells is used.
Narrowing or tapering the illumination profile also helps control
the parameters of the Gaussian distribution of the illuminating
beam. A TIC with a time-aperture of 40 As time-aperture of 40 gs
that is operated at 20 MHz has a parallel gain of 1600.
-- 6--
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Figure 4:

Light diffracted by the Bragg cells
a) from Bragg cell A,
b) from Bragg cell B, and
c) from the two Bragg cells.
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2047

Figure 4 illustrates the intensity distributions produced
for one particular adjustment of the TIC. Part A is the light
diffracted by Bragg cell A, Part B is the light diffracted from
Bragg cell B, and Part C is the combined output from both Bragg
cells.
3.2

Beam Expansion

A large time-aperture TIC requires large mirrors and beamsplitters, which tend to become heavier and more expensive as
they increase in size. Expansion of the laser beam is also a
problem because pinhole spatial filtering is necessary to remove
the noise generated by non-uniformity of the laser beam (see
Figure 5, a and b).
Beam expanders with pinhole filtering and a
100-mm diameter aperture are available commercially, but they are
large and heavy. Similar 50-mm diameter beam expanders are more
manageable, but they require other techniques (for example,
prisms [31-33]) to increase their effective diameter to 62 mm.
However, the use in the prototype of a 25-mm long section of
Bragg cells with a time-aperture of 40 Ms reduced complexity and
enabled the use of a 50-mm beam-expander without a prism.
The light budget is also important. When a 100-mm diameter
beam expander is used, less than 1% of the energy falls on the
centred 1 x 62-mm aperture of the Bragg cells. When a 50-mm beam
expander is used to illuminate the 1 x 25-mm Bragg cell
apertures, 2% of the available energy is provided to the Bragg
cells and greater flexibility is available to select an
appropriate section of the Gaussian profile. Therefore, smaller
Bragg cells combined with a smaller beam expander seem
preferable.
The diffraction efficiency of Bragg cells decreases
exponentially as the distance from the transducer increases.
The
transducer uses the piezoelectric effect to transform, the RF
signal applied to the Bragg cells into a travelling modulation of
the index of refraction of the crystal. What really matters is
that the product of the illumination pattern with the attenuation
function of the Bragg cells be as uniform as possible. Figure 4
shows typical light distributions that were generated when the
best 25-cm segment of the Bragg cell was illuminated with a
selected 25-mm segment of a 50-mm beam expander.
The quality of the wavefront produced by the beam expander
was evaluated using a beam-shearing interferometer.
The
interferogram illustrated in Figure 5c shows that a small amount
of aberration causes the fringes to curve slightly. The fringes
associated with a perfectly flat wavefront would be straight.
The wavefront error in this interferogram is A/4.

-- 8--
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Figure 5:

Output of the Beam-Expander
a) without pinhole filtering,
b) with pinhole filtering, and
c) beam-sharing interferogram of the
illumination beam.
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3.3

Beam-Splitters,

Beau-Mixers,

and Mirrors

The design of a TIC that uses the Mach-Zehnder
interferometric layout (Figures 1 and 2) has minimum degrees of
freedom.
It relies
on accurate machine shop practice to mount
the components precisely.
The mirrors M1 and M2 in the
interferometer rotate about their
vertical axis and can be
adjusted using a knob and lockable set screw.
The folding
mirrors are mounted on a rotation stage as are the beam splitter
and the beam mixer.
Cube beam-splitters and mixers with 50-mm
aperture and a flatness of A/20 are needed to illuminate the
25-mm effective aperture of the Bragg cells.

3.4

Imaging System

The imaging system was made using two Pentax SMC 85 am
camera lenses set back-to-back. The two lenses operate at close
to optimal conditions: because parallel light enters the first
lens and is focused in the Fourier plane.
The light then
diverges and is transformed again into a parallel beam by the
second lens. This compact syametrical configuration that can be
adjusted to produce images with a magnification close or equal to
one.
Because the Fourier plane is easily accessible it can be
used to perform bandpass filtering, remove the undiffracted
light, or possibly, undertake interference excision [12
(p.127),30].
The quality of the wavefront of the output beam was checked
using a beam-shearing interferometer.
Figure 6 shows the
interferograms that
were produced when the focus of the lenses
was set at e and 0.85 m with focal lengths of 85 mm and 77 mm,
respectively.
The beam-shearing interferogram of the incident
illuminating beam is shown in Figure 5c.
The effects of
spherical aberration (34] are visible.
As expected, better
results were obtained when the focus of the lenses was set at o.
The quality of the wavefront produced when the focus was set at e

is certainly sufficient to demonstrate the success of the
prototype. The resolution of the imaging system was measured
using a high-contrast USAF test target, and it was found to be at
least 200 lines/mm over the central 25-mm section of the image
field for at magnification of one.
3.5

Laser Selection

A few important factors must be taken into account when
selecting the source of laser light for a TIC.
Some of these
requirements are conflicting; therefore, compromises must be
made.
For example, a very small laser is easier to package.
However, the laser must produce enough power to operate the
system, and small lasers produce small power output. Another
selection criterion is the stability of the mode of output of the
laser. The laser must be operated in the fundamental mode, which
is characterized by a Gaussian distribtuion of the output light.

-
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a)

b)

Figure 6:

Bea=-shearing interferograms of the wavefront
produced by the imaging system
a) focus at a and focal length 85 mm,
b) focus at 0.85 m and focal length 77 mm.
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Other transversal nodes, which produce light distributions having
bright and dark spots are unacceptable. The amount of heat
dissipated by the laser is also a concern because it affects the
thermal stability of the whole TIC.
The laser must also operate at a wavelength for which a
sensitive linear detector array is available to detect the light
distributions produced by the TIC. This limits the range of
wavelengths to the visible and near infrared. The red end of the
spectra is preferred because the PIN photodiodes that are used as
detectors are most sensitive to red light. Reliability is also
important.
The two obvious choices were HeNe lasers and laser diodes.
Laser diodes operating at 850 nm were seriously considered, but
they were rejected because of their cost and the unacceptable
delays that were associated with conversion from HeNe visible
light to laser diode near-infrared invisible light. The cost and
delays were caused mainly by the replacement of the optical
components that had anti-reflection costing for HeNe with
components that had anti-reflection coating for laser diodes at
850 =n, and by the procurement of new Bragg cells that were
optimized to operate at that laser wavelength. A 10-mW HeNe
laser was selected because of its well-established record for
reliable, trouble-free operation. As well, all of the optical
equipment has an anti-reflection coating for that wavelength.
When this work was done, visible laser diodes operating at
about 630 na with sufficient power and stability were under
development, but they were not yet available. These diodes
should be considered when their performance has been improved.
3.6

Detector Array

A Thompson CSF TH 7805 detector array was used to supply
data to the DDP in the first prototype of the Mach-Zehnder TIC.
This detector array has 2048 elements that are each 13 ism X 13 Am
in size. The signals from the odd and even number elements are
clocked by two different CCD shift registers at a maximum rate of
10 MHz; therefore, the overall equivalent read-out rate is 20
MHz.
This feature limits the minimum integration time to 104 As.
The longest integration time possible with the present system is
416 ps, which is limited by the DDP. The dynamic range of the
detector array was measured to be 22 db [35].
Other detector
arrays have been acquired and will be tested. A better detector
array will be included in a more advanced version of the TIC.
3.7

Packaging

The original package was designed to allow the TIC to be
installed in a 19 inch (48-cm) rack, and to explore the
requirements for stable operation. The frame, component
supports, and layout were designed by DREO staff and manufactured
in the CRC machine shop.
This work was based on the design and
-
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Special care was taken
demonstration of the first "breadboard".
to minimize the degrees of freedom for the alignment of the
components.
A combination of commercial and custom-designed
holders was used to make the system as rigid as possible. The
laser and its power supply were installed above the rest of the
optics (see Figure 2a).
This design facilitates the dissipation
of the large amount of heat generated by these two components.
The laser beam is taken down to the lower level by a system of
two penta-prisms and this enables the system to fit a 19-inch
rack more easily.
Although the optical stability was far better after
packaging, it was still
unsatisfactory because of the nature of
the Mach-Zehndor layout, which has numerous components and widely
separated optical paths. These paths may suffer independent
effects from vibrations and thermal disturbances that can reduce
their stability. Therefore, it was decided to explore other
architectures that would require less components, be more
compact, and would consequently be easier to package and more
likely to provide stable performance.
It was also decided that,
if possible, the final packaging of the operational system should
be done by a specialized firm.
4.0

THE DIGITAL POST-PROCESSOR

Most operations of the TIC are controlled bi the DPP. The
DPP (Figure 7) controls the flow of signals to and from the TIC
and the associated hardware and software.
The DPP provides the
operator interface [36] and allows parameters of operation (for
example, the integration time, the type of display for the
results, and the type of pedestal removal) to be defined. The
DPP also contains the algorithms used for statistical analysis of
the results from the TIC. Most of the results in this technical
note were collected using the TIC and its DPP.
The DPP is designed to be a research tool; therefore, it
has a large amount of flexibility. This flexibility is achieved
by the use of software rather than hardware (37-38] to implement
the processing algorithms. Although this leads to slow
operation, it is acceptable for a prototype whose main purpose is
to test the processing algorithms. However, hardware will be
used to implement most of the algorithms that will be included in
future upgrades of the system.
4. 1

System Configuration

The system runs in the Microsoft Windows (2.11) operating
environment under the MS-DOS 2.04 operating system on an 286 IBM
Windows provides a graphics
AT-compatible computer [36].
interface under which several tasks can run concurrently.
Standard mouse, keyboard, screen and printer interfaces are
provided. The post-processor consists of several independent

-
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Figure 7:

Photograph of the Digital Post-Processor (DPP)
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tasks that run concurrently and communicate using the Dynamic

Data Exchange protocol and a few special messages.

The system is

implemented in the C computer language, and includes some
Assembler routines where necessary.
The Microsoft C 5.1 compiler
and Microsoft Macro Assembler 5.1 were used. An IEEE-488

Controller is the serial interface between the computer and the
other components of the system. Table 1 lists the main pieces of
equipment in the DPP.
TABLE 1:

LIST OF EQUIPMENT USED TO IMPLEMENT
THE SPREAD-SPECTRUM PROCESSING FACILITY

80286 computer (8 MHz)
640 Kb RAM, 1 Mb expanded memory
AT style keyboard
EGA adapter
80287 coprocessor
2 removable hard disks
360 Kb 5 1/4-inch floppy disk drive
1.2 Mb 5 1/4-inch floppy disk drive
mouse

High-Resolution colour graphics monitor
IOtech Micro488 RS-232C to IEEE-488 bus controller
Laser printer
AYDIN Pattern Generator Model 2712G

The DPP hardware processes [39] the output from the TIC
without intervention from the host processor. This includes
pedestal removal (see Section 4.2), and the detection of
correlation peaks above a specified threshold. The detection of
a correlation peak is declared as soon as the threshold has been
met M times. N trials are allowed. It is also possible to add
many TIC outputs, each of them collected with an integration time
(T), to increase the effective integration time. Hardware is
available to perform phase-shift pedestal removal for the carrier
frequencies and bandwidths that correspond to the various types
of TICs that were studied at DREO (see Table 2).
Processing
within the correlator is performed in real time at pixel rates
that are the same as the read-out rate of the pixels in the
detector array (10 MHz).
It was decided to test the system using
direct sequence spread spectrum signals employing maximal-length
sequences (m-sequences) [40] as spreading codes.
The m-sequences
are designated by an octal number representing their generating

-
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These
polynomial.
We use the notation described in [40].
signals are wideband sigstals which produce a nearly ideal single
Correlation of these
triangular correlation peak of known width.
signals represents the applications of detecting a known signal
in noise, or of determining the direction of arrival of a direct
sequence signal by correlating the signals received from two
spaced antennas.
The host processor programs the hardware when a new
sequence of bits is sent to the TIC from the AYDIN pattern
generator. Multiple sequences are stored in a file and processed
in a sweep through the file.
TABLE 2:

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PHASE-SHIFT MODULES
INCLUDED IN THE DIGITAL POST-PROCESSOR HARDWARE

Characteristics of

Bandwidth

Center Frequency

Bragg Cell

glass (bulk

100 MHz

150 MHz

80 MHz

400 MHz

TEO2 (bulk
interaction)

30 MHz

45 MHz

TEO2 (bulk
interaction)

50 MHz

75 MHz

interaction)

iNbO3 (integrated
optic interaction)

When a correlation peak is detected, information (for
example, location, amplitude, and width) is extracted and
presented to the operator. The fringe-period determination and
power-spectrum computation can also be performed. The analysis
of a correlation function in the host processor is not performed
in real time.
The three states of operation (38,39] Df the TIC are Idle,
Run, and Calibrate (see Figure 8).
In the Idle state, the
parameters of the correlator anC code generator can be changed.
As well, control options can be changed, and the other states can
be entered.
In the Run state, the correlator is programmed to
search for correlations between the input signal and one or more
codes.
Detected correlation peaks are analyzed and the results
are presented either on the screen or the printer. Results may
also be saved on disk. The Run state terminates when the
programmed operations are completed, when a detection occurs, or
when the operator halts the program. At termination, the system
returns to the Idle state.
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Example of pedestal removal with the
phase-shift removal technique.
a) autocorrelation of a-sequence 717,
b) cross correlation of m-sequence 615 by 717
where the m-sequence are designated by an

octal number representing their generating
polynomial according to the notation
described in [40].
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Three types of calibration can be performed in the
Calibrate state. In phase calibration, the system calculates the
phase shift required to maximize the cross-correlation function
of the two RF inputs.
In amplitude calibration, the system
calculates the amplitude offset required to optimize pedestal
cancellation.
In sensitivity calibration, the correlator is
programmed to generate the characteristics of correlation
sensitivity. When the calibration operations are complete, or
when the operator halts them, the Calibrate state terminates, and
the TIC returns to the Idle state.
4.2

Algorithms for Pedestal Removal

The DPP includes three algorithms for pedestal removal (see
Section 2.0).
In all three techniques, data collected during the
previous integrations are subtracted from the current data to
remove the pedestal. The first method [1,12] consists of
subtracting two successive frames. The second frame is collected
when a 180" phase shift of the RF signal is applied to one of the
Bragg cells. This technique removes the pedestal and produces a
positive peak whose amplitude (see Figure 9) is twice the
amplitude of the peak of the frames used f

-

the subtraction.

Figure 9 illustrates autocorrelatict- &nd cross correlation
of a maximum-length pseudorandom direct st.quence that was
produced by the AYDIN pattern generator. Because of one of the
fundamental properties of maximum length direct sequences (41],
the autocorrelation exhibits only one high-amplitude peak (Figure
9a); whereas, the cross correlation contains many minor peaks
(Figure 9b).
This fact has an impact on the threshold for peak
detection. The DPP includes the hardware and software needed to
perform phase-shift pedestal subtractions for the four different
combinations of bandwidth and centre frequency that are
associated with the different types of Bragg cells (see Table 1).

The second technique for pedestal removal (see Figure 10)
subtracts previously acquired pedestal that is refreshed at a
rate defined by the user. This method requires a technique of
data collection that always produces positive peaks.
In the third method (see Figure 11), the last frame that is
collected (if it does not contain a peak) contributes a
percentage to the pedestal level used for the subtraction.
The
pedestal values are updated after each frame is collected and the
current pedestal is used to remove the pedestal from the frame
just collected.
The second and third methods produce peaks (see Figures 10a
and lla) with half the amplitude of the peaks produced by the
phase-shift method (see Figure 9a).
However, the signal-to-noise
ratios of the three methods should be the same. This can be
verified, to a good approximation, by comparing the results of
Figures 9, 10 and 11.

- 19 -

4.3

Packages for Statistical Analysis

Three different programs have been included in the DPP for
program [42] allows the operator
The first
analysis.
statistical
to request the calculation of the mean, the variance, and the
standard deviation of the amplitude of a segment of a correlogram
specified by the operator. The parameters of the statistical

analysis are set by the user. The statistical analysis window
The
and an example of the results are presented in Figure 12.
of
the
segments
different
of
two
user can request an analysis
Each range must be defined by its first and last
correlogram.
pixel. The program is executed by activating the analyze button,
and the results are displayed on the screen when the calculations
are finished. For each of the two segments, the number of pixels
in each segment, the maximum amplitude found in the selected
ranges, the location of the maximum amplitude, the average
amplitude, and the variance and the standard deviation of the
amplitude distribution are presented. These results can be
printed (see Figure 12b).

With the second program [42], repetitive tests can be
defined and statistics on the detection of a correlation peak and
on the position and height of the peak can be calculated.
Probabilities of detection and of false alarms can also be
calculated. The detection statistics window and the resulting
statistical report are illustrated in Figure 13.
The third program [431 is used to calculate probability
distributions. Figure 14 shows the windows that control the
calculation of the probability distribution of the correlograms
and display of the results. Printed results are illustrated in
The package allows the user to specify up to ten
Figure 15.
points on the correlograms on which to calculated probability
distributions.
The operator must specify whether each location is on a
peak or in the noise. At most, seven noise or seven peak values
can be selected at one time. A histogram of the absolute value
The
of the amplitude for each specified pixel is accumulated.
select
the
the
user
to
14a
allows
window illustrated in Figure
type of results that will be calculated from the histogram.
These results are displayed in the format illustrated in Figure
It is possible to calculate and display the probability14b.
density function or the cumulative-distribution function for the
currently selected pixel. In addition, when the cumulativedistribution function is displayed, it can be overlaid with the
corresponding Gaussian distribution. A pixel report (see Figure
15) or a P (tail) report (see Figure 16) can be selected from the
print menu. The pixel report reproduces the information that is
currently displayed in the statistics window. The P (tail)
report displays and prints information about the tail
probabilities of the histograms for every pixel selected in the

-
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Figure 10: Example of pedestal removal with the refreshed
pedestal technique.
a) autocorrelation of m-sequence 717,
b) cross correlation of m-sequence 615 by 717
where the m-sequence are designated by an
octal number representing their generating
polynomial according to the notation
described in [40].
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