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ABSTRACT

This thesis offers an overview oL “rencnh natlonallizm.
racism and Atlanticism in the country's past, present and
future. It argues that nationalism and racism .lie at zhe
root of the French socio-political polemics and that the
contempcrary proplems draw from French nistorv. This
explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of
rance as a cchesive nation-state and the subsequent
development and definition of the French citizen, as well as
the corollary concept of the foreigner.

This study also discusses the repercussions of
nationalism as exhibited through xenophobic tendencies and
racism throughout French history and into the present. The
French integration model further explored, reveals
nationalist proclivities that intertwine with the
assimilation process of immigrants. This thesils seeks to
unknot the issues of French nationalism as a basis for

better understanding and a more effective U.S. policy with
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The challenges Izacing France Iodavy nirrcr -he Troplems
2L Zurore generallv in the post-Cold "lar. in a worc, the
polizical dilemmas of iIantegration and cisintegration. In

ederal Zurope rales against the

tty

1993, cthe promise oI a
revival oL nationalism, racism, :zeparatiznm ana
varticularism. In France, these increasingly antagonistic
wationalist passicns nave manifested chemselves "arioOuUusly as
dcuble-digit electoral victories Ior rignhnt-wing SXULremists,
resurgent movements Ior regional autonomy in Brittany and
international trade disputes over domestic subsidies ifor
French farmers and filmmakers. The trend continues. Where
did these nationalist impulses originate in the French past?
And what do they bode for the French future?

This thesis provides an overview of French rnationalism,
racism and Atlanticism in the country's rast, present and
future. It argues that nationalism and racism lie at the
root of the French socio-political polemics and that the
contemporary problems draw from French history. This
explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of
France as a cohesive nation-state and the subsequent
development and definition of the French citizen, as well as

the corollary concept of the foreigner.
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This study also discusses the repercussions .~
nationalism as exnibited through xenopncbic zz2ndencies znd

racism throughout French history and into the presen

[PEPP R,

1
v
Ly
(]

Trencn iategration model further explcred. raveals
natlionalist srocliivities that Intertwine with the

[P

assimilation rrocess of Immigrants. In o~ther -worcds, :ne

current French identity crisis concerns :xnternal and

a2Xternal integration, as well as the past. Zresent and

~

J.S. policy-makers must comprehend “he raticnal and non-
rational aspects of France's current nationalist problems in
their full historical context. The United States fails to
understand the nationalist dilemma in France today, even
though the paradoxes and tensions of nationalism, racism,
citizenship and immigration continue to make themseives felt
in American society. This thesis, then, seeks to unknot the
issues of French nationalism as a basis for better
understanding and more effective policy. The topic is all
the more timely in light of the fine-line relationship
between nationalism and war, which reverberates in political

conflicts in France and, indeed, in all of Europe today.

vii




I. INTRODUCTION

1

This thesis explores the interrelat:znship of Frenca

nationalism, racism and Altanticism in :hZe past, gresent and

future within a general exploration of ~.Z. security and so-

{

called "ethnic contflicc" after 1989. I: argues that
nationalism and racism underlies French zocietv and ciiers
an explanation of the revived French Identi:cy crisis aiter
1989. This explanation places particular smphasis ucon the
evolution of France as an integral naticn-state, &as well as
the eoncomitant development and definition of the Frenchn
citizen. And, by extension, the French conception of the
foreigner.

In particular, this thesis discusses the effects of
French nationalism as xenophobia and racism in past and
present crises. Especially, this revived xenophnobia poses
a worrisome threat Lo shared Atlantic values and stability
in Europe.

The French mechanism of immigration ments further study
as it reveals nationalist proclivities as they intertwine
with the assimilation and integration process of immigrants.
Official French policy, in addition to social pressure, has

sought to preserve one conception of French national




{dentity, a community of common history. zradizicng. -aiues
and _anguage. <_cday, nowever, ~rench sociai <chesion '...ls
now zhreatened by its failure o integrate third worid

“"

immigrants."- The i1dea of immigrants as a threat has czen

neigntened by the cspread of Islam ana France's =conomic

The French socialist government 1o zhe _280s =:ifected a
move -oward more piuralism and muliticulturallizm and crercaw
a shiift in policy toward "diversity," “he trotecticon o
immigrant particularism. Although the MMittsrand government
heraided diversity as a national example, the French body
politic clung to its nationalist self-conception that could
include foreigners who adopted the French "way of life."
Since 1989, nationalist impulses have reemerged in France
and have not diminished in strength.

The implications of France's identity crisis, arising
from the tensions of internal and external integration, are
of importance for the future of Europe since as a whole the
continent witnesses old and new ethnic groups seeking a

national, integral identity. The revival of genocide in the

‘Alan Riding, "France, Reversing the Course, Fights
Immigrants' Refusal to Be French," T N Y i ., 5 December
1993.

‘Ibid.




Zalzans suggests that these conilicts can _ead even :-n
Zurcpe to the extremes of vioience and war. 3 rnaticnalizt
~ave . spreaqing and at the Time cI Thls wOrkKk, 3 clear
I2s0iluTion nas et T3 rollow.

To be sure the French landscape 1s not zorn as the

crmer Yugosiavia and racial unrest nas not reacnea the

murcerous magnictude or that in Germany still, _atent

(1

CT .S ever present within France's oborders. 1n

[}y
@]
@]
t,
. [l
.l

th
'l.
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'J.

policy and popular opinion, anti-Semitism, anti-

v

| ke

a

rt

_mmigrant sentiments, xKenophobla and racism Cersist wiIialn
Trance. As elsewnere on the Continent, -hese agitacicns
nave rooUsS in the past.

The year 1993 was to trumpet the beginning of a united
Europe, free of frontiers. The categories of Frenchman,
German or Italian were to disappear with the polyglot
concept of federal "European." The Mitterand government
gave its full support to united Europe, yet a French
referendum on the Maastrict treaty on practical unity
received only a 51 percent popular approval. This
development evidences the infeasibility of a European Union
in the near future, and all because of nationalism. Despite
the much-touted strength-in-numbers of a federal Europe, the
French proved loathe to turn loose of France as the focus of

their allegiance.




Since the .960s, the increasing presence oI Islam

(A
o1}
o]
9]
[

1as exacerpated raclst and xenophoblc Tencenc

znd thanks T2 Tne influx CI Muslims, irap lmmigrants Ircom

Trance's erstwnile Northern African colonies. Zvervdav

_——

scenss £ life in France nave come o include rmosgues.,

rraver rooms, zhe Zaithful “neeling :n the streets,

"‘e. .

[19]

ious milizant inion lesaders in industrial disputes
mixed marr:iages and the mixed-race children. The French
malntaln a nisctorical memory SI ~frapian cominance o o
sevench century that compounds their Zear.

Secur:ity implications assoclated with France's Identity
crisis have internal and external ramifications. First,
France is among several nations experiencing an immigration
dilemma. Europe as a whole is suffering the strains of
massive immigration currents from the former Soviet Union,
the tast bloc and developing countries. The United States,
. well, has unresolved immigration concerns. RXegarding
immigration, Jacob Burckhardt states:

It is against the emigres that the fury rages most

fiercely. Those at home immensely overrate, or

pretend to overrate, their power. Anyone who has

eluded maltreatment and murder :s branded as a
robber. When princes such as the Grand Duke Cosimo

‘Catherine Wihtol cde Wenden, "North African Immigration and
the French Political Imaginary," in Maxim Silverman, ed., Race.
Discourse and Power in France (Brookfield: Gower Publishing
Company, 1991): 108.




and Francesco Medicil pursued their distant emigres with
poison, the whole world was indignanc. out Zf republics
imprison or execute such relatives of emigres &as nave
remained at home, 1t is regarded as = '=olizical
measure."*

The French immigration polemic nhas :roduced & cominc
effecz. Immigration affects a nation > =zeveral wavs:
athnically, 3demograpnically, economicai_. and “udicizil:.
The szpecter c¢I change unsettles many qQuarters -I tne rudlic,
particularly as France's economy strugg.ss with Lnilaczicn,

nemployment and Euro standards.

Second, some nations seem almost graol

{1

DCcsea o &nti-
Semitism, xencphobia and racism, a procli-sitv zhat eiffisccrs
internal and exterrnal politics. Ironicallv, :the rFrench ZIind
themselves in a paradoxical situation in which they
simultaneously proclaim the notion of equality, and yet
maintain a history of unequal, discriminatory treatment of
immigrants. A nation's ability to weave varied cultures
into its fabric is of fundamental importance as the Z’th
century closes on a multicultural note. Those nations that
are unsuccessful in recognizing and accommodating distinct
cultures will not be able to function socially, politicailly,

and culturally as a nation.

*Jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History (Indianapolis:
Liberty Classics, 1979): 237.




Third, France's role in international and European
oolitics has been consistently shrouded with "French"

naranola. The French insi:t on their position as a world

power and their desire to maintain a French identity. The

“rench identity crisis may further complicate the

-

crecarious relations within the North Atlantic Treatv

Jrganization, as well as other alliances and agreements that

—ad

require a Frencn vote.




|

II. FRENCH NATIONALISM AND THE CONCEPT OF THE NATION

It is commonly said that in thisz Zertzl

- -

country, on this territory so well marked out by
nature, zhe emergence of a great ceople was to
be expected. Such a statement coniuses result
and cause...-rance 1s the work I man's
intelligence and will.-

Jne concept of a nation refers to the total copuliation,
individual or ~multiple naticnalities, wnich ‘nhabizz =
common territory and is governed under cne ruie. Lnother
definition refers to ethnonational groups that do not assert
any relations to state borders.® "Nationhood" also :mplies
a spiritual sense of unity between the masses and the
nation. The spiritual unity, a necessary precondition of
nationhood, is described as the "...'community of feelings
and ideas concerning certain fundamental problems, & certain

identity in the way of conceiving the external worlid, of

classifying its objects, of ordering its values, in short a

*Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times (New York: .W.

Norton & Company, Inc., 1981): 3.

*Walker Connor, The National Question ipn Marxist-Leninist

Theorv and Strategy (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1984): 9.




-,

cerzain unity of spiritual orilentaticn, a certain common

spiric. "’

LM
.J.

The nation encompasses The unity petween mlna ana
Zeeling, implicit or explicit. "The nation, in the
resort and the most fundamental, is a cultural unit. "’
Naticnal self-consciousness links the tangible attributses or
language and religion. "The prime requisite is subject:ive

and consists of the self-icdentification or people Wwith 3

2

Jroup--its past, its present, and most lmportant, 1ts

destiny. "
EFrnest Renan described the nation as "...a soui, z
spiritual principle... (it is based on] the common possession

of a rich legacy of memories from the past and the consent
in the present, the desire to live together and the will to
continue to develop one's heritage."!

The French Revolution of 1789, more than any other
event, 1is evocative of "...a more powerful or influential

image than that of a national community coming together to

'Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1976): 95.

*Ibid.

’Ibid.

“‘Walker Connor, "Self-Determination: The New Phase," World
Politics, No. 1 (October 1967): 30.

“Theodore Zeldin, = :
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980): 13-14.

8




reshape its destiny."-- The French Revolution of 1789 was
the quintessential act of French nationalism.

The revolution instituted the slogan of "Libercty,
Tquality, Fraternity" and the concept c-i nomelana.
most significantly, the French Revolution unleased a Itury

which later "...merged into a 'world revoluticn ¢

tt
1
1y
1]

west,' or an 'Atlantic revolution,' introducing a

e}
o8
Q
(Y
(@]
(]

liberalism and democracy."*:

The mere event and the repercussions prompted py the
“rench Revolution have been at the center or lcdeologica:.
philosophical and political debates since 1789. Some
observers have asserted that France's current proplems stem
from the revolution and its legacy, and "...it follows that
to save the nation, the revolution and its mythology in the
present must be destroyed. "

Other critics, such as Jacob Burckhardt, credited

the French Revolution "with having aided such concepts

as equality before the law, religious and politicail
equality, freedom of industry, and freedom to transier

David Kaiser, Politics and War: European Conflicts from
Phili o Hitler (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1990):
266

3Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 41.

43.S. McClelland, ed., The French Right (From de Maistre to
Maurras) (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1970): 15.

9




real estate. But he contended that on balance it was
zhe source of many evils. To him the French Revolution
appeared to be basically as unfree as a forest fire:

It would spread, destroying values.-®

Zurcxhardt continued by stating that the revoliuticn's major
2vil was its "authorization td perpetual ravision. '™ Tzais

propnetic insignt bty Burckhardt illustrzates the extent I

ct

wnich the French Revolution would ke the subject o
nterpretation and analysis as the founding event I French
nationhood'’. It similarly exposes :the incendiary potential

5L nationalism.
Alexis cde Tocqueville, also an ardent critic wno

pelieved that the French Revolution resulted in the

(T

O

strengthening of the state and jeopardized liberty, _ater

wrote in awe of the French Revolution.

A great enterprise was really opening. Its magnitude,
its beauty, its risks were now visible. This great
sight gripped and enraptured the imagination of the
whole French people. In the presence of this immense
design there was a moment when thousands of individuals
completely forgot their particular interests to dream
only of the common achievements. This lasted but for

a moment, but that moment was perhaps unexampisd in
the history of any other people.!®

13Jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History, op. cit.: 20.

$Thid.

“Francois Furet, Interpreting the French Revolution (Paris:
Editions de la Maison des Sciences de 1'Homme, 1981).

*David Kaiser, Politi war: i
Philip II to Hitler, op. cit.: 266-267.

10




The French Revolution was a Qistinctive milestone rfor
i7s -ime. “"Something special, different in degree andg

serraps in Kind, 2id happen in France; =zoclal and

_deological conflict reached a poilnt oL greater .atensicy

zhan in any other part of the Atlantic world, and thus

Zoreshadowed revolutionary changes ot

1)

the If2ture."-’

t

The French Revolution of 1789 and the European

revolutions which were subsequently spawned reveaied :he

notency of nationalism. French nationalism subsequently

—ranscended 1ato revanchism, racism, navitism, anti-

Semitism, xenophobia, anti-Americanism and anti-Islamism.

French heads of state, from Napoleon to Charies de Gaulle,

literally took on the mantle of French identity, speaking of
themselves and of France as one and the same.

19th and 20th century forces have reached a peak. The

post-Cold War era is witness to conflicts instigated and
waged in the name of nationalism, and ethnic strife appears

to have replaced the class conflict that called both sides

in the cold war to arms. In order to fully grasp the

complexities and malevolence of natinnalism, one must

examine the genesis of the nation and the requirements of

citizenship.

“*Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 42.

11




A. THE NATION AND CITIZENSHIP

Since the French Revolution, “citizenship has
sraditicnally been linked to rationality in France. '--

The entitlement to citizensnip directly eguated =0 an
individual's judicial rights under the law, as well as an
individual's legal recognition by the nation-state. 2Xn
individual was either regarded as a national, cicoyen. znd
thus entitled and guaranteed full privileges or a non-
national, etranger, and was excluded from full or direct
political and economic participation within the nation-
state. "The rights of citizenship (and, at the same z:me,
the process of exclusion) have, in fact, become
systematically institutionalized in the formation of the
French nation-state."

The Constitution of Year I of 1793 declared that French
citizenship could be achieved by simply accomplishing civic
tasks.?® "Any foreigner was regarded as French if they
lived in France for one year, worked, acquired property,

married a Frenchwoman, adopted a child or fed and cared for

9®1bid., 333.

I11bid., 334.

“?Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration Policy and the
Issue of Nationality," Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol.1l4, No. 3,
July 1991, 329.

12




he elderly."*® These requirements _aid ground for the
Zoundation for jus de soli, the law of soi1l, wnich maade
citizenship contingent on the will to assimilate -nto cne
Trench body politic, as opposed to jus sanguinis, -he _&w ot
plood, which posited blood and biology as the basis of
citizenship.

As the 19th century progressed, there arose an ntention
Z0 constrain the exercise of political power, modified :the
concept and definition of citizenship.-* The definition of
cicizenship and the French National Cocde were revisea
countless times reflecting calculated elements orf Inciusion
and exclusion.

In the 20th century, the debate over citizenship pased
on jus de soli and jus de sanguinis turned into a Europe-
wide debate. 1In 1983, citizenship and the dubious question
of entitlement became issues on the forefront of the French
immigration debate.

The citizenship debate contradicts the universalist :cone
of the Declaration of the Rights of Man, which the French
proudly trumpet, and illustrates the extent to which this

problem is rooted in French society. The current French

-*Alain de Benoist, "Citoyennete, nationalite, integraction,"

Elements, Avril 1993, 56.

“Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration Policy and the
Issue of Nationality," op. cit.: 329.

13




c~itizenship polemic 1s not pased on racial preferences, Zzut
an at-=mpt to deny particular ethnonational groups (i.e.,
lorth Africans, specifically Algerian immigrants and their
cnildren) legitimate recognition and acceptance as French.
According to Article 44 of the Nationality Code,
children born on Frencn soll are automaticalily entitled <o
French nationality when they reach the age of .8 vears and
wnen they have resided in France for the preceding Zive
vears. Many opponents of this arrangement claim that these

e are rrancals de papier, only French on paper.--

'

eop

-

The issue of citizenship with its patterns of legal
privilege and exclusion affect most categories of post-1945
immigrants, in addition to immigrants born in France, and
are the consequence of earlier state definitions of the
boundary and character of the French nation.<®

"It was this institutionalized process that transformed
the hazy distinction between nationals and non-nationals
into a clear division between them. The demarcation of two
separate identities is, at the same time, the construction

of inequalities between them."?’

5Ibid., 326.

*Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction",

Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, July 1991, Z268.

‘’Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State of
France, " Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, July 1991,
335.

14




B. THE MYTH OF THE NATION

The famous hexagon can itself be seen as a
emplre shaped over :<he centurie

coicnial
S: i Ccomplex oI

~ -

territoriles conguered, annexed, ana .ategrated ln &

political and administrative whole. manyv oI

~

with strongly developed national or regicnal

—_—. QO
“hem

versonalities, csome cf them wich zraaiziosns that
were specifically un- or anti-French.-:

Trance, custcmarily viewed as a cohesive., .omogeneous
mation, 1s a natlon-state with multiple iwvisions. Tiverse
tragments rave split the nation both —rerziczalir and
~orizontally. The French state according =: Zugen i2ber. In
Jeasants into Trencrhmen, was without a naticnal
consciousness until the later 19th century. Trance as &

nation existed only in the eyes of the urkan zopula

Paris and was virtually an unknown entity to the rural

peasant.

To be sure, "...France was one of the first nation-

states in Europe, but for long its unity was felit

consciously more by its rulers than by i:s veople."-® The

concept of national recognition within France's borders was

not far beyond the perimeter of Paris. France, as such, was

a myth.
“*Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen, op. cit.: 485.
-’Theodore Zeldin, France 1848-1945: Intellect and Pride,
op. cit.: 4.

15




Jivided inro a multitude of ethnonational groups, France
did not function as a melded entity, vet as -ndividual
mat.sns. A peasant associated and identified ardently with
1 region (Brittany, llormandy, Limousin, &tc.}. Regions
maintained distinctive languages, cultures and mores. fural

France, by and large, -ived in a separate, .solated wWorlld c

tt,

~heir own.

The myth of the nation was f{urther ampliZied Ty
niscorical accounts which revealed that the rural peasant
‘vas lgnorant of national crises. Many peasants were .naware
of zhe Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, and if they were
conscious of the event, their sympathies were towards the
Prussians, not the French. Similarly, many peasants were
unaware of significant political and diplomatic agreements
or of religious figures; the Franco-Russian Alliance and of
Joan of Arc.

The concept of the nation of France was as foreign soil
to peasants. Peasants did not possess any sense of
allegiance to France. Allegiance was only to the village.
Young men were known to perform acts of self-mutilation to
avoid national military service and remain in their village.
Inter-marriages between villages was deemed an intolerable

act. Peasants viewed anything outside of village borders as

foreign and alien.
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The quest Zor a conscious national, .dentity within

8]

—
-

rench borders revealed the extent of France's regicnallsnm

-

and brought zo light the segregation chat =x:isted cetwee

(4

I3

~he rural peasant wno SpokKe patols and thne urpan Courgeols
wNno spoke French. Adolphe Blangui recountea now "...che
urban and rural civilization nas always move at & cifferesnt
pace, 'but nowhere is the distance separating them ¢reater
~han in France.'"*

The success of French nationalism, according o Jeper,
came with the nationwide dissemination of the naticna. ~v/Ih.
Mlodernization and nationalism were spread toO rural ~rance
through various mechanisms: extensive transportation
(roads, railroads, communications), introduction of a
national language (French) and obligatory military service.
The transformation from rural to urban, uncivilized to
civilized, Patois to French was a difficult undertaking
which took generations to take root. Although the
acculturation transformation was met with resistance gy the
peasant, the elites desire to unite France spiritually,

culturally and linguistically served to create a nation.

1bid., 10.
17




C. AMBIVALENCE OF THE MASSES
Zugen Weber's depiction of the rural French _.easan:

Zorce. out of the :isolation of the village and coercea into

ceccming a French citizen suggests the ambivalent

Y
0]

ce

M
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xXpe

of the peasant masses. The peasant was viewed as

3
r

e

8
)
]

-
-

-
’
>

z0 the urban bourgeoils, either Zrom his inabilityv or
unwillingness to speak French, or from nis dress, nannerizms
and actions. As one bourgeois said: ‘~easants were
"'intellectually several centuries behind the enlightened
parz or the country'...there was 'an enormous cistance
between them and us...between those who speak the lLanguage
and those many of our compatriots [who], cruel as it is to
say so, can no more stammer in it.'"?

The peasant was regarded as uncivilized and the
indignation spread by the bourgeois resulted in further
segregation. Peasants were many times distrustful of the
urban class and decidedly turned inward attempting to
solidify the mores and traditions of the village and
rejected modernization.

"The peasant had to be integrated into the national

society, economy, and culture: the culture of the city and

of the City par excellence, Paris."** The peasant
**Ibid., 5.
*2Ibid.
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"...approached change hesitantly and experienced its erfects

H,

with great ambivalence. But once they had drunk its

O

Zountain, -here was no turning rack."

"...2y the end or the century, the rnature or the madqgic,
and the authority on which it was accepted, had proroundly
~hanged. P2eople still took their cultural norms and
assumptions Irom others; but popular and elite cultures nas
come zogether again."®’

Although zhe peasant was assimilated and completed the

cculturat.on process, a form of ambivalence remailned

Sl

mplanted in France. France's involivement In

-

id

[

o}

ui
[

Y
imperialism provided an additional source of ampbivalence.
The 19th century was the advent of French imperialism.
", .Many Frenchmen had no clear idea of why (or whether) they
wanted colonies..."*, yet the imperial acquisitions
provided France with national prestige and economic
benefits.
"The revolution of 1848 brought the most dramatic change
in the history of French colonialism."?® The republicans,
of the time, instituted a policy of assimilation. The

policy "rested on the assumption that all men are free and

*31bid., 496.
**Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 198.
3Ibid., 199.
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equal, and that the coverseas vossessions ought to te

integral, self-governing parts of France."’® lLater in