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ABSTRACT

:his thesis offers an overview of :rench nationaii±m.1

racism and Atlanticism in the country's past, present and

future. -t argues that nationalism and racism -ie at :-e

root of the French socio-politicai polemics and that the

contemporarv oroblems draw from French history. This

explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of

France as a cohesive nation-state and the subseauent

development and definition of the French citizen, as well as

the corollary concept of the foreigner.

This study also discusses the repercussions of

nationalism as exhibited through xenophobic tendencies and

racism throughout French history and into the present. The

French integration model further explored, reveals

nationalist proclivities that intertwine with the

assimilation process of immigrants. This thesis seeks to

unknot the issues of French nationalism as a basis for

better understanding and a more effective U.S. policy with
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EXECUTIVE SUhMARY

The chai7enges facing France -:odava mirrr .he ý,_rohems

of Euroce general> in the post-Cold 'lar, .na word, :he

colitical dilemmas of integration and disintegration. --n

1993, :he promise of a federal Europe cales aaainst :"e

reviva± of nationalism, racism, separatism and

particuiarism. _n France, these increasingly antagonistic

nationalist cassicns have manifested :hemselves variously as

double-digir electoral victories for r-ght-wing extremis-s,

resurgent movements for regional autonomy in Brittany and

international trade disputes over domestic subsidies for

French farmers and filmmakers. The trend continues. Where

did these nationalist impulses originate in the French past?

And what do they bode for the French future?

This thesis provides an overview of French nationalism,

racism and Atlanticism in the country's past, present and

future. It argues that nationalism and racism lie at the

root of the French socio-political polemics and that the

contemporary problems draw from French history. This

explanation places particular emphasis upon the evolution of

France as a cohesive nation-state and the subsequent

development and definition of the French citizen, as well as

the corollary concept of the foreigner.

vi



This study also discusses the repercussions

nationalism as exhibited through xenophobic :endencies and

racism throughout French history and inzo the present. :he

French integration model further explored, reveals

nationalist procli-icies that intertwine w:ith the

assimilation wrocess of immigrants. in '..her words, -he

current French identity crisis concerns internal and

external integration, as well as the past. present and

future.

U.S. policy-makers must comprehend the rational and non-

rational aspects of France's current nationalist problems in

their full historical context. The United States fails to

understand the nationalist dilemma in France today, even

though the paradoxes and tensions of nationalism, racism,

citizenship and immigration continue to make themselves felt

in American society. This thesis, then, seeks to unknot the

issues of French nationalism as a basis for better

understanding and more effective policy. The topic is all

the more timely in light of the fine-line relationship

between nationalism and war, which reverberates in political

conflicts in France and, indeed, in all of Europe today.

vii



I. INTRODUCTION

This thesis expiores the interrelatcinship of French

nationalism, racism and Altanticism in :he past. present and

future within a general exploration of 7.S. securitVy na so-

called "ethnic conflict" after 1989. It argues that

nationalism and racism underlies French societv and cffers

an explanation of the revived French ident-i': crisis af:er

1989. This explanation places particular emphasis uron ihe

evolution of France as an integral naticn-state, as well as

the eoncomitant development and definition of the French

citizen. And, by extension, the French conception of the

foreigner.

In particular, this thesis discusses the effects of

French nationalism as xenophobia and racism in past and

present crises. Especially, this revived xenophobia poses

a worrisome threat to shared Atlantic values and stability

in Europe.

The French mechanism of immigration ments further study

as it reveals nationalist proclivities as they intertwine

with the assimilation and integration process of immigrants.

Official French policy, in addition to social pressure, has

sought to preserve one conception of French national

1



ientity, a community of common history, :raaditcns. -aies

and .anguage. :cdav, however, French social cohesion .

now :.hreatened by its failure to integrate third wor'

mmigrants."' :he idea of immigrants as a -:reat 'as reen

'.eiagtened by the spread of Islam and France's economic

crisis._

The French socialist government in :he 1980s erfec7ed a

move toward more pluralism and muiticuluraiim and <--erzaw

a shift in colicy toward "diversity, the recion:

immigrant particuiarism. Although the Mitterand governnent

heralded diversity as a national example, the French body

politic clung to its nationalist self-conception that could

include foreigners who adopted the French "way of life."

Since 1989, nationalist impulses have reemerged in France

and have not diminished in strength.

The implications of France's identity crisis, arising

from the tensions of internal and external integration, are

of importance for the future of Europe since as a whole the

continent witnesses old and new ethnic groups seeking a

national, integral identity. The revival of genocide in the

!Alan Riding, "France, Reversing the Course, Fights
Immigrants' Refusal to Be French," The New York Times, 5 December
1993.

2Ibid.
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laikans suggests that these conflicts can _ead even in

Zurcoe to the extremes of violence and war. A nationalist
save spreading and at the :`me o thns worK, 7 clear

oesoiu::n has *:et r- 3oilow.

:o be sure the French landscape is not torn as the

mrter :ugosiavla and racial unrest 'as not reached: the

7:urderous magni:ude of that in Germany still, latent

-on_ ever oresent w':ithin France's borders. n
}ffiziai poiicy and popular opinion, anti-Semitism, anti-

_miarant sentiments, xenophobia and raclsm persist ;!;hin

France. As elsewhere on the Continent, :hese agitacions

nave roots i.n te past.

The year 1993 was to trumpet the beginning of a united

Europe, free of frontiers. The categories of Frenchman,

German or Italian were to disappear with the polyglot

concept of federal "European." The Mitterand government

gave its full support to united Europe, yet a French

referendum on the Maastrict treaty on practical unity

received only a 51 percent popular approval. This

development evidences the infeasibility of a European Union

in the near future, and all because of nationalism. Despite

the much-touted strength-in-numbers of a federal Europe, the

French proved loathe to turn loose of France as the focus of

their allegiance.

3



Z4nce :he 1960s, the increasina presence of :slam in

7rance has exacerbated racist and xenoohobic -_en.enc:..?es.

-slam is :h.e second tost w.idely prac::iced-:a 'ainh ̀n F ce

•.nd thanks :n =he :n~ux c --us.Ims, Arab Lmmigrants :r...

France's erstwhile Northern African colonies. Everyday

scenes f life in France have come -:o incude mosaues,

rraver rooms, :he faithful kneeling In :he streets.

reiious Militant -:4on leaders 'n industri a- ; csues.

Mixed marriaaes and the mixed-race children. The French

maintain a historical memory of lrabian _oominanceL. -ne

2even.h century that compounds their fear.

Security implications associated with France's identity

crisis have internal and external ramifications. First,

France is among several nations experiencing an immigration

dilemma. Europe as a whole is suffering the strains of

massive immigration currents from the former Soviet Union,

the East bloc and developing countries. The United States,

Swell, has unresolved immigration concerns. Regarding

immigration, Jacob Burckhardt states:

It is against the emigres that the fury rages most
fiercely. Those at home immensely overrate, or
pretend to overrate, their power. Anyone who has
eluded maltreatment and murder is branded as a
robber. When princes such as the Grand Duke Cosimo

'Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "North African Immigration and
the French Political Imaginary," in Maxim Silverman, ed., Race,
Discourse and Power in France (Brookfield: Gower Publishing
Company, 1991): 108.
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and Francesco Medici pursued their distant emigres with
poison, zhe whole world was indignant, cut republics
imorison or execute such relatives of emigres as have
remained a: home, it is regarded as a _oli.....
measure. "'

:he French immigration polemic has ::roduced a Eomino

effect. Lmmigration affects a nation :- several -.:avs:

ethnlicaily, demographicaily, economically a.a andici "

The soecter of change u;nsettles many qu=--_erS :he t - uOic,

particuiarlv as France's economy struggles ::t a

unempioyment and Euro standards.

Second, some nations seem almost preiispcse o -

Semizism, xenophobia and racism, a proclivitv :rhaz effects

internal and external politics. Ironicaily, -he French find

themselves in a paradoxical situation in which they

simultaneously proclaim the notion of equality, and yet

maintain a history of unequal, discriminatory treatment of

immigrants. A nation's ability to weave varied cultures

into its fabric is of fundamental importance as zhe 2.th

century closes on a multicultural note. Those nations that

are unsuccessful in recognizing and accommodating distinct

cultures will not be able to function socially, politically,

and culturally as a nation.

4jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History (Indianapolis:

Liberty Classics, 1979): 237.

5



Third, France's role in international and European

politics has been consistently shrouded with "French"

paranoia. The French insinz on their position as a world

power and their desire to maintain a French identity. Mhe

French identity crisis may further complicate the

precarious relations within the North Atlantic Treaty

organization, as well as other alliances and agreements chat

require a French vote.

6



II. FRENCH NATIONALISN AND THE CONCEPT OF "ME NATION

:t is commonly said that in thiz- fertile
country, on this territory so well marked out by
nature, :he emergence of a great peooie was to
be expected. Such a statement confuses result
and cause...France is the work n_ nan's
intelligence and will.'

Jne concept of a nation refers to :he total coculation,

indiidua± or nuitiple nationalities, .ihich. innhabi:s a

common territory and is governed under :ne rule. _norh.er

definition refers to ethnonational groups -hat do not assert

any relations to state borders.6 "Nationhood" also implies

a spiritual sense of unity between the masses and the

nation. The spiritual unity, a necessary precondition of

nationhood, is described as the "...'community of feelings

and ideas concerning certain fundamental problems, a certain

identity in the way of conceiving the external world, of

classifying its objects, of ordering its values, in short a

,Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times (New York: W.W.

Norton & Company, Inc., 1981): 3.

EWalker Connor, The National Ouestion in Marxist-Leninist

Theory and Strateav (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1984): 9.

7



certain unity of spiritual orientation, a certain common

spirit.,,

The nation encompasses the unit'y between mind ana

feeling, impiicit or expiicit. "The nation, `n t-he

resort and the most fundamental, is a cultural unit,"'

National self-consciousness links the tanaible attributes of

language and religion. "The prime requisite is subjective

and consists of the self-identification or peopie wit3

group--its past, its present, and most important, its

-estinv.

Ernest Renan described the nation as "...a soul, a

spiritual principle... Lit is based on) the common possession

of a rich legacy of memories from the past and the consent

in the present, the desire to live together and the will to

continue to develop one's heritage.""

The French Revolution of 1789, more than any other

event, is evocative of "...a more powerful or influential

image than that of a national community coming together to

7Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen (Stanford: Stanford

University Press, 1976): 95.

'Ibid.

3Ibid.

:zWalker Connor, "Self-Determination: The New Phase," World

Pitic, No. I (October 1967): 30.

'Theodore Zeldin, France 1848-1945: Intellect and Pride
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980): 13-14.

8



reshape its destiny."- The French Revoiutcon of 1789 w.%as

ýhe quintessential act of French nationaiism.

The revolution instituted the slogan :f "Liberzv,

Equaiity, Fraternity" and the concept cf homeland. ?e,

most significantly, the French Revolution unieased a fury

which later "...merged into a 'world revolution cf -he

west,' or an 'Atlantic revolution,' introducing an age of

liberalism and democracy.' 3

The mere event and the repercussions prompted cy bhe

French Revolution have been at the center of ideoioaica±.

philosophical and political debates since 1789. Some

observers have asserted that France's current problems stem

from the revolution and its legacy, and "...it follows that

to save the nation, the revolution and its mythology in the

present must be destroyed."', 4

Other critics, such as Jacob Burckhardt, credited

the French Revolution "with having aided such concepts
as equality before the law, religious and political
equality, freedom of industry, and freedom to transfer

::David Kaiser, Politics and War: Eurooean Conflicts from

Philip II to Hitler (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1990):
266.

"3Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 41.

14J.S. McClelland, ed., The French Right (From de Maistre to
Maurras) (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1970): 15.

9



real estate. But he contended that on balance it was
:he source of many evils. To him the French Revolution
appeared to be basically as unfree as a forest fire-
:t would spread, destroying values.-

Eurckhardt continued by statina that the revolutitn's 7a`or

evi" -.-:as i]s "authorization to perpetual fevision. -:is

prophetic insight by Burckhardt llustrates :.e extenz -

which. the French Revoiution would be the subjecz 3f

interpretation and analysis as the founding event -frelnch

nationhood•7 . :t similarly exposes the incendiary potentiai

Df nacionalism.
Alexis de Tocquevilie, also an ardent zritic

believed that the French Revolution resulted in the

strengthening of the state and jeopardized liberty, later

wrote in awe of the French Revolution.

A great enterprise was really opening. Its magnitude,
its beauty, its risks were now visible. This great
sight gripped and enraptured the imagination of the
whole French people. In the presence of this immense
design there was a moment when thousands of individuals
completely forgot their particular interests to dream
only of the common achievements. This lasted but for
a moment, but that moment was perhaps unexampi.d in
the history of any other people."

"5Jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History, op. cit.: 20.

"I6 bid.

17Francois Furet, Interoretina the French Revolution (Paris:
Editions de la Maison des Sciences de l'Homme, 1981).

":BDavid Kaiser, Politics and War: European Conflict from

PhiliD II to Hitler, op. cit.: 266-267.
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-he French Revolution was a distinctive milestone for

:s x--Me. "Something special, different in degree and

:gernaps in kind, did happen in France; social and

"_eoloaicai conflict reached a point of greater intens-:v

nhan in any other part of the Atlantic world, and thus

oreshadowed revolutionary changes of zhe future."

The French Revolution of 1789 and the Eurooean

revolutions which were subsequently spawned revealed ý:e

potency of nationalism. French nationalism subsequently

:ranscended into revanchism, racism, navitism, anti-

Semitism, xenophobia, anti-Americanism and anti-Tsiamism.

French heads of state, from Napoleon to Charles de Gaulle,

literally took on the mantle of French identity, speaking of

themselves and of France as one and the same.

19th and 20th century forces have reached a peak. The

post-Cold War era is witness to conflicts instigated and

waged in the name of nationalism, and ethnic strife appears

to have replaced the class conflict that called both sides

in the cold war to arms. In order to fully grasp the

complexities and malevolence of natio)nalism, one must

examine the genesis of the nation and the requirements of

citizenship.

' 9Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 42.

11



A. THI NATION AND CITIZENSHIP

Since the French Revolution, "citizenship has

traditionaily been linked to nationality in France.'--

The entitlement to citizenship directly equated no an

individuai's judicial rights under the law, as well as an

individual's legal recognition by the nation-state. An

individual was either regarded as a national, c2:oyen, and

thus entitled and guaranteed full privileges or a non-

national, etranger, and was excluded from full or direct

poi:tical and economic participation within the nation-

state. "The rights of citizenship (and, at the same mime,

the process of exclusion) have, in fact, become

systematically institutionalized in the formation of the

French nation-state."''

The Constitution of Year I of 1793 declared that French

citizenship could be achieved by simply accomplishing civic

tasks. 22 "Any foreigner was regarded as French if they

lived in France for one year, worked, acquired property,

married a Frenchwoman, adopted a child or fed and cared for

2°Ibid., 333.

"2 Ibid., 334.

"2Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration Policy and the
Issue of Nationality," Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol.14, No. 3,
July 1991, 329.

12



:he elderly.'-• :hese requirements laid ground for nhe

foundation for jus de soli, the law of soil, which made

citizenship contingent on the will to assimilate nr.to -:e

French body politic, as opposed to 'us sanguinis, -he .aw of

blood, which posited blood and biology as the basis of

citizenship.

As the 19th century progressed, there arose an intention

to constrain the exercise of political power, modified :he

concept and definition of citizenship."• The definition of

citizenship and the French National Code were revised

countless times reflecting calculated eiements of inclusion

and exclusion.

In the 20th century, the debate over citizenship based

on jus de soli and jus de sanguinis turned into a Europe-

wide debate. In 1983, citizenship and the dubious question

of entitlement became issues on the forefront of the French

immigration debate.

The citizenship debate contradicts the universalist zone

of the Declaration of the Rights of Man, which the French

proudly trumpet, and illustrates the extent to which this

problem is rooted in French society. The current French

:'Alain de Benoist, "Citoyennete, nationaiite, integration,"
Elements, Avril 1993, 56.

24Catherine Wihtol de Wenden,"Immigration Policy and the

Issue of Nationality," op. cit.: 329.

13



-4z4zenship polemic is not based on racial preferences, cut

an at-empt to deny particular ethnonationai groups ti.e.,

.:orth Africans, specifically Algerian immigrants and t:hei.r

7hildren) legitimate recognition and acceptance as French.

According to Article 44 of the Nationality Code,

children born on French soil are automatically enticled to

French nationality when they reach the age of 18 years and

w.hen they have resided in France for the preceding ::ve

"..ears. Many opponents of this arrangement claim that these

people are Francais de papier, only French on paper.-

The issue of citizenship with its patterns of legal

privilege and exclusion affect most categories of post-1945

immigrants, in addition to immigrants born in France, and

are the consequence of earlier state definitions of the

boundary and character of the French nation. 6

"It was this institutionalized process that transformed

the hazy distinction between nationals and non-nationals

into a clear division between them. The demarcation of two

separate identities is, at the same time, the construction

of inequalities between them." 27

"5Ibid., 326.
"6Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerei, "Introduction",

Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, July 1991, 268.

z'Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State of
France," Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, July 1991,
335.

14



B. THM MYTH OF THE NATION

The famous hexagon can itself be seen as a colonial
empire shaped over the centuries: c=mpoex 7,
territories conquered, annexed, ana intearated _n a
ooiiticai and administrative whole, ::anv
with strongly developed nationai :r regaonai
personaitizes, some of them wilh ::aditions that
were specifically un- or anti-French.--

France, custcmari-1 viewed as a cones.ve. %zomoaeneous

nation, is a nation-state with muitiDie _ivis:ons. iverse

:ragments have split the nation both ver:.zav and

hori-ontally. The French state accoradina -: uaen :.eber. An

P easants into Frencb'.en, was without a na~tcna-

consciousness until the later 19th century. France =s a

nation existed only in the eyes of the urban populace of

Paris and was virtually an unknown entity to the rural

peasant.

To be sure, "...France was one of the first nation-

states in Europe, but for long its unity was felt

consciously more by its rulers than by i4s people."' The

concept of national recognition within France's borders was

not far beyond the perimeter of Paris. France, as such, was

a myth.

25Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen, op. cit.: 485.

:'Theodore Zeldin, France 1848-1945: Intellect and Pride,

op. cit.: 4.

15



Divided into a multitude of ethnonational groups, France

did not function as a melded entity, yet as individual

nazins. A peasant associated and identified ardently "-:i~h

recion (Brittany, :lormandy, Limousin, etc.). Regions

maintained distinctive languages, cultures and mores. F.ural

France, by and large, lived in a separate, isolated world cd

:heir own.

The myth of the nation was further amplified by

historical accounts which revealed that the rural peasant

w.s ignorant of national crises. Many peasants were .unaware

of :-e Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, and if :hey were

conscious of the event, their sympathies were cowards the

Prussians, not the French. Similarly, many peasants were

unaware of significant political and diplomatic agreements

or of religious figures; the Franco-Russian Alliance and of

Joan of Arc.

The concept of the nation of France was as foreign soil

to peasants. Peasants did not possess any sense of

allegiance to France. Allegiance was only to the village.

Young men were known to perform acts of self-mutilation to

avoid national military service and remain in their village.

Inter-marriages between villages was deemed an intolerable

act. Peasants viewed anything outside of village borders as

foreign and alien.

16



The quest for a conscious national, identity within

French borders revealed the extent of France's regicnai..m

and brought zo light the segregation :nat exlszed zetween

:he rural peasant who spoke patois and .he -rzan zourgeois

who spoke French. Adolphe Blanqui recounted how "...zhe

urban and rural civilization has always move at a different

pace, 'but nowhere is the distance separating nhem areazer

than in France."'"

The success of French nationalism, according :o Weber,

7ame with the nationwide dissemination of :he natcona -ytnh.

M4odernization and nationalism were spread to rural France

through various mechanisms: extensive transportation

(roads, railroads, communications), introduction of a

national language (French) and obligatory military service.

The transformation from rural to urban, uncivilized to

civilized, Patois to French was a difficult undertaking

which took generations to take root. Although the

acculturation transformation was met with resistance by nhe

peasant, the elites desire to unite France spiritually,

culturally and linguistically served to create a nation.

'3Ibid., 10.
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C. AMBIVALENCE OF TRE MASSES

Eugen Weber's depiction of the rural French ýeasan:

force" out of the isolation of the .illage and coerced into

heccming a French citizen suggests the ambivaienz experience

of the peasant masses. The peasant was viewed as inferi2r

to the urban bourgeois, either from his inability or

unwillingness to speak French, or from his dress, mannerisms

and actions. As one bourgeois said: 7easants were

"'intellectually several centuries behind the enlightened

part of the country'...there was 'an enormous distance

between them and us... between those who speak the language

and those many of our compatriots [who!, cruel as i: is to

say so, can no more stammer in it.'"'3

The peasant was regarded as uncivilized and the

indignation spread by the bourgeois resulted in further

segregation. Peasants were many times distrustful of the

urban class and decidedly turned inward attempting to

solidify the mores and traditions of the village and

rejected modernization.

"The peasant had to be integrated into the national

society, economy, and culture: the culture of the city and

of the City par excellence, Paris." 3  The peasant

nIbid., 5.

AIbid.

18



"... approached change hesitantly and experienced its effects

•ith great ambivalence. But once they had drunk of i:s

oun~ain, :here was no turning back."

..y the end of the century, :he nature of the :naaic,

and the authority on which it was accepted, had profoundly

changed. Peooie stil! took their cultural norms and

assumptions from others; but popular and elite cultures has

come :ogether again."':3

Although the peasant was assimilated and completed the

•ccui:uration process, a form of ambivalence remained

solidly implanted in France France's involvement in

imperialism provided an additional source of ambivalence.

The 19th century was the advent of French imperialism.

"..Many Frenchmen had no clear idea of why (or whether) they

wanted colonies...''34, yet the imperial acquisitions

provided France with national prestige and economic

benefits.

"The revolution of 1848 brought the most dramatic change

in the history of French colonialism. ,3 The republicans,

of the time, instituted a policy of assimilation. The

policy "rested on the assumption that all men are free and

13 Ibid., 496.

24Gordon Wright, France in Modern Times, op. cit.: 198.

3 5Ibid., 199.
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equal, and that the overseas possessions ought :o 'e

integral, self-governing parts of France."' Later in :ne

.er-od orior to ior-d W'ar , non-economic motivations -.:ere

reflected in France's policy zcward imperial hois. The

aspiration was to christianize and "Civilize" the indigenous

copulation.*

Here again emerges the internal contradictiCn cf Frenc-

nationalisc policy. The indigenous colonia' copuiaticns

t once touted as "equals" but, like the peasant, -:hev

-_--ired civilizina. Furthermore, :he imperialists K...,-ere

-aced with the problem of reconciling their beli-e :n _he

superiority of the French race with a willingness to admit

conquered peoples into the fold of the nation." 3 18

With the advent of the "Glorious Thirties", came

immigrants, who were systematically imported and recruited,

and afforded most rights, excluding citizenship. Unlike the

rural French peasant, the immigrant - like the indigenous

colonial population, was a non-national and juridically

remained an etranger.

The French systematically, consciously or not,

instituted a policy of exclusion and fueled by nationalism.

2 Ibid.

37Ibid., 299.

3 9Theodore Zeldin, France 1848-1945: Intellect and Pride,
op. cit.: 15.
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Citizenship and nationality became major sources of

exclusion" for the immigrant and later evolved into a :.rm

of social domination.

D. THE CONCEPT OF THE FOREIGNMR

"The expansion of the state thus provides :he

concrete foundations of the modern distinction between :he

national and the foreigner..."'" As the state matured,

national recognition became conscious and as immigration

developed, the segregation between national and non-national

became prevalent and outbreaks of anti-Semitism, xenophobia,

racism and nativism surfaced.

In the eyes of the French, the foreigner has many

faces. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the Jew was

predominantly regarded as first alien in residence and in

the 20th century, the foreigner consists of immigrants and

the children they engender.

As foreigners, Jews and immigrants have born the blunt

of integral nationalism.

39Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State In

France," op. cit.: 333.

40Ibid., 336.
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1. Anti-Semitium

France's strong tradition of anti-Semitism is sewn

into the fabric of the nation itself. :he spread o! anti-

Semii:sm is coincidentally related :o che revoi: againsz

usury from 1848-52. "...The strong identification of the

Jew and the usurer was a significant feature of the

nationalist politics of the Third Republic.'

Anti-Semitism additionally festered within -±e

debate over the theory of man. J.S. McClelland stated that

"using the concept of the Fall of Man, of man as an

instinctual savage requiring total leadership and repeated

bloodletting, a number of elitist, racist and totalitarian

dreamers and publicists have offered an alternative

statement of the human condition." 42

France's anti-Semitism was firmly inserted within

the intellectuals and the Academie Francaise (French

Academy). Renowned philosophers the likes of Gorbineau, de

Maistre, Taine, Drumont, Barres and Maurras inoculated the

enlightened nation with a serum of racist and anti-Semitic

theories and ideologies.

OEugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen, op. cit.: 39.

4 2J.S. McClelland, The French Right (From de Maistre to
Mu 1 , op. cit.: editor's preface.
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Le Comte de Gobineau, as described by Hannah Arendt,

was a "curious mixture of frustrated nobleman and romantic

ntellectual who invented racism almost by accident.

Gobineau methodically "...identified the fall of his caste

with the fall of France, then of Western civilization, and

then of the whole mankind."" He asserted zhat the decline

and ultimate fall of nations was due to the degeneration of

race and the mixture of blood. Thus, a race ideology was

oioneered. Gobineau believed that:

cne enters neither a family nor a nation through a
decision. The blood which one has in one's veins
at birth one keeps all one's life. The individual
is stifled by his race and is nothing. The race, :he
nation, is all.>5

Some philosophers were regarded as "...Jew-baiters,

dealing in scandal and the direct lie, "46 while others

utilized the Jew as an ideogram which served ".... as a

shorthand for certain attitudes and doctrines..." of which

they disapproved. 4"

43Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (New York:

Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1951): 172.

"44Ibid.

4 5Ernst Nulte, Three Faces of Fascism (New York: Holt,
Rinehart and WiLston, 1966): 280-281.

46 j.S. McClelland, The French Right (From de Maistre to
Maurras), op. cit.: 30.

"17Ibid.
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Edouard Drumont, who published a two volume novei

entitled La France Juive (Jewish France), believed in a

Jewish conspiracy to take over France and Europe. TIhile

:%Iaurice Barres, who was regarded as :he high priest -_

nationalism"a, believed in the notion of "...derachne - :he

rootless, cosmopolitan metic - and harnessed it to a

mystical nationalism. '.9

Commonly, all the staunch preachers of anti-Semizism

professed that the Jew was corrupt, rotten, foreign, and

most importantly, a threat to France.

As Theodore Zeldin points out:

It was the basis of such respectable authorities, and
of all this scientific research, that nationalist
movements of the twentieth century built their theories
about the need to exclude foreigners from France and
to 'keep the French race pure'.1o

2. French Domination

The concept of French domination finds its roots in

the French self-imposed sense of superiority and was

augmented by the experience of imperialism. Although France

professed a policy of equality and liberty for the realm of

conquered peoples, the French never quite adhered to the

41Ibid., 143.

19Ibid.

C.Theodore Zeldin, France 1845-1945: Intellect and Pride,
op. cit.: 13.
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concept. Superficially, the policy was promuigated, cut in

reality, the French believed themselves to be supericr.

With the advent oL immigration, :.e French

conveniently dominated the migrating masses and were

subsequently successful in maintaining their commanding

hold.

:n 1988, Theodore Zeldin wrote that :mmigrant

workers in France were a new sort of slave. "Tmmiaranzs 4o

most of the dirty and worst paid jobs; their children, corn

n France, do not get much chance of obtaining better inds

of employment; so they form an almost hereditary

underprivileged caste."ý' In 1993, not much has changed An

regards to the social status and acceptance of immigrants

and their children.

Immigrants are regarded as foreigners and non-

nationals, and essentially not privy to any benefits and

privileges that the nation-state offers its "own" populace.

The French legal system has throughout the centuries kept

immigrants at arms length. Immigrants were rigorously

assimilated and integrated to fit into the French mold, yet

they are still not tout a fait (completely) French.

Immigrants are "defined progressively as a group to be

"ElTheodore Zeldin, The French (London: Collins Harvill,
1988): 441.
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surveyed and controlled rather than as individuals before

:he law.''52

France is a country of with an over-abundance 3f

:erziary occupations.- Tertiary occupations, such as

domestic servants using primitive household equipment, hand

Labor to clean streets, toilet facility attendants and

concierges, are regarded as a great waste of labor. -,I

zhese occupations is where most immigrant employment IS

concentrated. The utilization of several immigrant w.:orkers

to perform the job of one is indicative of France's

"traditional attachment to the lavish use of unskilled

labor.""5 The cost to employ these workers is minimal, :he

jobs are readily filled if vacated by another immigrant and

the French employers maintains a position of dominance over

the immigrant workers.

A vast majority of immigrants are victims of

economic discrimination, and with the continual immigration

influx into the country, it is unlikely that their economic

deprivation will be ameliorated. Although it is not openly

52Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State in
France," op. cit.: 340.

• 3Arnold M. Rose, Miarants in Europe 'Minneapolis: The
University of Minnesota Press, 1969): 11.

54 Ibid.

5Ibid., 13.
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endorsed, a predominant feeling :s that if an immigrant

-eels discriminated and overwhelmed by the dominant French,

.hen :o remedy the problem, they should return to their

-ountry of origin.

French domination will persist as long as the French

possess an economic advantage and maintain their cultural

and linguistic superiority over the i'mmigrant.

3. The French Equation

:n France today, the notion of i.mmigres (immigrants)

refers implicitly 1o ]es Arabes (Arab) And, _` Is the

Arab population, which adheres to Islam, that many French

believe pose a threat to the French nation-state.

The association made between the words "immigrant"

and "Arab" leads to another word amalgamation. Since a

majority of immigrants emigrate from North Africa, there is

additionally an association with the words "Arab" and "North

African."

The two terms, Arab and immigrant, possess such

diametric definitions, but are utilized as synonyms. The

two words are commonly interchanged as one in the same.

C6Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.

cit.: 272.
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This fact is illustrative of France's bias towards Arabs and

in particular, Algerians.

Among the Maghrebin popuiation, ;erians are looked

upon with a most /iscern:ng French eye. Moroccans and

Tunisians are more readily tolerated than any Algerian.

A logical explanation lies in France's historical and

imperial ties with North Africa and specifically Alaeria.

The imperialistic venture into Algeria. :4 uI tmate I

ended in a six year war, left the French Ž.mbittered :3 such

an extent that hateful sentiments remain -o this dav.

Many French maintain that Algerians were responsible for the

conflict.

Within France, statistics have revealed that North

Africans, consisting of Algerians, Moroccans and Tunisians

are the most numerous of immigrants. And, with regard to

public opinion polls, Arabs are deemed in excess.

Current relations between France and Algeria have

been and remain tenuous and stressed, thus amplifying French

hostility towards Algerian immigrants. Recent quarrels have

pertained to the legal disposition of immigrants denied

entrance into France and the status of children born to

immigrants. The two nations remain jaded _)y a past

experience and have not diplomatically managed to see eye to

eye.
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The end result is that many Arabs are overwhelmed by

their sense of failure, by their inabi!ity :o master =n

alien way of life.- The majority occupy low paying -:Ds

and see no means of acceptance.

By and large, Arabs have come to represent and

refract the crisis of the French nation-state .n the

1980s.

4. The Second Generation

A racialized concept of nationality excludes :rom
full citizenshio not only non-E•rcoean umiaranz
but also their children who were born _n France,
have French nationality and yet -re not consldered
as legitimate French citizens.-'

The term "Second Generation" is commonly used to

describe a generation engendered by immigrants. Confusion

arises when this particular generation is regarded as a

"second generation" of immigrants. The iffspring of

immigrants are not migrants, emigrants and seventy-percent

of them, born in France, have not inherited a emigrant

57Theodore Zeldin, The French, op. cit.: 452.

ýaRobert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.
cit.: 273

5IMaxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State in
France," op. cit.: 340.
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cuiture.6' For the purposes of this thesis, the term

"second generation" will be strictly applied to refer

children of immigrants - beurs and beureties - and chiadren

Df mixed marriages. --he term is applicable in both

nstances since the offspring equally suffer from a cuiture

gap, stereotyping, a lack of acceptance and belong to the

same confused generation.

The term Eeur, which refers to young Franco-

Vaghrebis, is the reversal of the word arab, when pronounced

_, verlan - a slang language. Seurs or 3eurettes (the

feminine of Beur) are no longer spoken of as Maghrebins

since they generally speak little to no Arabic and only

seldom Dractice the Islam of their parents.' Select Beurs

have su(.essfully perforated France's elite schools and

visible professions. Beurettes are shedding their veils of

-rotr-ol and are adamantly articulating their

-renchness. Arranged marriages, large families, financial

dependence, limited education and subservience to males have

been exchanged for a modern Western lifestyle. Education is

regarded as a Beurette's ticket to freedom.6 2 1980

6°Dominique Schnapper, La France de l'intearation (Editions
Gallimard, 1991): 167.

6 tRonald Koven, "Muslim Immigrants and French Nationalists,"
Society, May/June 1992, 26.

62Ibid.

30



statistics revealed that foreign students surpassed French

students in higher education by 6 to 13 percent.-

Although education has promoted the social status cf

-he 3eur, a vast majority sense alienation and rejec:ion cv

French society and lack the familiarity to return to the

M.!aghreb. Consequently, "many have dropped out of school,

some have succumbed to heroin or other drugs, still others

..ave adopted a routine of petty crime to make ends meet.'

"...Flashes of urban unrest led the Socialist aovernment zo

.dentifv 400 'highly volatile' areas - 15 or which are -n

marseilles - where the combination of high illiteracy,

school dropouts, joblessness and concentration of immigrant

families makes them ripe for social explosions."65

Many districts in question are not considered

ghettos, yet representative of "a poor France, where the

unemployment rate is close to 20 percent; where the school

drop out rate has risen; where the attendance rate in

college is the weakest in the area; where incomes as a whole

- out of 8000 residents, in which approximately 30 percent

53"Enquete," L'Express, 14 Juin 1991, 48.

"64William Drozdiak, "The French Ask: Can L.A. Happen
Here?," The Washington Post, 12 May 1992.

1 Ibid.
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are "!aghrebin - are low, because this community is poorlyi

oualified.

Young 3eurs are commonly stereotvmed as delinquents

Dr casseurs. Many teenagers have comDiailned ef coiice

harassment wherein they are repeatedly asked to show their

identitv papers.7 7 And in regard to the education system, a

.iscouraging stereotype prevails: "to professors, -he

aghrebin can only be a mason."'

Although many Beurs have refuted employment similar

7o that of their parents and desire an ameliorazed

1ifestyle, "...they do nothing to insert themselves into

society and do not even attempt to surmount their

handicaps.""69 In aggravation of an already precarious

situation, the government has been unable to commit large

sums of money for educational programs or job promotion.

Additionally, affirmative action programs are non-existent

in France.' 0

"6Christian Jelen, "La Face Cachee de 'Ghettos,'" Le Point,
4 Mars 1991, 53.

"•1Steven Greenhouse, "Arab Youths in France: Their Anger

Boils Over," The New York Times, 19 October 1990.

5aChristian Jelen, "La Face Cachee des 'Ghettos,'" op. cit.:
55.

'Ibid.

71William Drozdiak, "The French Ask: Can L.A. Happen
Here?," op. cit.
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Racism against the second generation indicates :hat

French society must deraciaiize and denationai:ze :self

when in fact symbois and practices orf he nation-state are

racialized.-

Immigrants and their children are a form of

diaspora, "that segment of people living outside tne

homeland.'- According to Walker Connor, "diasporas are

viewed at best as outsiders, strangers within :he gates.'

.And, although members of the diaspora may contribute

significantly to the environment, "they remain cutsders -n

che eyes of the 4indigenes, who reserve the .naiiena ie right

to assert their primary and exclusive proprietary claim to

the homeland, should they so desire." 3

The French, in the position of the homeland dwelling

people or the indigenous ethnonational group, regard

themselves as possessing "...a primal power to determine who

shall and who shall not be permitted to reside therein." 4

Walker Connor's asserts, relative to diasporas

people, that:

"7 1Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State in
France," op. cit.: 342.

72Walker Connor, "The Impact of Homelands upon Diasporas,"
in Gabriel Sheffer, ed., Modern Diaspoias in international
Politics (London: Croom Helm, 1986): 16.

2Ibid., 18.

- 4Ibid., 20.
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Members of a diaspora can therefore never be at home Lfn

a homeland. They are at best sojourners, remaining at
the sufferance of the indigenous people.-

This statement appropriately describes the condition cf many

imigrants and their children in France.

"SIbid.
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III. NATIONALISM, XEZNOPHOBIA & RACISM
IN THE PAST AND PRESENT

Both Frenchmen and France... are notoriously
complex,. varied, multifaceted, 'ften contradictory
and baffling, difficult to imprison within neac

Adefini:icns.

Luigi Barzini, 7he Eurooeans

Fralnce, as all nations, possesses traics and distinctive

:naracoeriscics which are unique to its nation and culture.

ret, France has nourished a fear of foreigners. This

xenophobia stems from the Franco-Prussian war and World Wars

I & II, as well as the unique French sense of excellence and

superiority. On one hand, the nation has a painful history

of humiliating defeat and on the other hand, it has felt

compelled to fend off foreign influences which threatened to

alter French ways, ideas, styles, tastes and language.

France's xenophobic proclivity has tarnished its

reputation as a safe haven and asylum for the persecuted

masses and has ultimately manifested into a racist lean.

The "...French people have made their own distinctive

contribution to the evolution of racist ideologies in Europe
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and :o racist practices within and beyond the boundary of

:he French nation-state... .16

Claims have been made :hat "historical and contemporary

_nfluence of racism in France... is necessarilv refracted

through the prism of class conflicts." 7 This proclamation

further asserts that:

Then it is suggested that the Jacobin tradition of
universalism is a vehicle for the Leaitimation or
racism by virtue of its apparent requirement :hat
immigrants 'assimilate' to French culture, ': shouia
be remembered that the very same ideological traditicn
has been used historically to subordinate earlier
additions to the French working class, additions :hat
originated from rural France rather :*an from h-.e
Maghreb.'-

World War !I illustrated that France was negligent in

constraining her xenophobic and racial anxieties as

evidenced by episodes of anti-semitism, which were prevalent

until 1945 and are currently resurfacing, after a quasi-

lethargic period. Xenophobic and racist inclinations are

further exhibited in anti-immigration, anti-Maghrebin and

anti-American sentiments.

76Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.

cit.: 272.

"-Ibid.

1Ibid.
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The French "...never hide their amused contempt of

foreigners....'79 or anything foreign. They have

successfully braved most attempts of foreign permeation and

:his resiliency has even spilled over into foreign poii'.-,

i.e., NATO.

This antagonism towards foreigners has catapulted France

into an identity crisis, with French and foreigner on

diametric sides. The French feel invaded; the foreigner

rejected and the Second Generation, spawned from immigrants

and mixed marriages, "stand ambiguously between Arab and

French civilization."'°

A. THE PAST

Je sens se lever un vent mauvais
(I feel a bad wind rising).

Philippe Petain31

France has "...had a terrible tradition of open

racism. ,82 Elements of the extreme right were in existence

in the late 1700's and flourished until 1945. The Dreyfus

"Luigi Barzini, The Europeans (London: Penguin Books,

1983): 120.

"8 0Theodore Zeldin, The French, op. cit.: 455.

" 81Edwy Plenel et Alain Rollat, La ReDubliaue Menacee: Dix
Ans D'Effect Le Pen (Le Monde-Editions, 1992): 356.

"82Daniel Singer, "The resistible rise of Jean-Marie Le Pen,"
Ethnic and Racial Studies, Volume 14, Number 3, July 1991, 379.
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Affair, World War !I and Vichy France were episodes which

severely tarnished the nation's reputation. :n the

aftermath of these shameful experiences, France appeared to

recunerate from her racist ailment. But, the truth of :he

matter was that the demons of the past were swept under the

convenient rug of the present.

French racism began in the eighteen century. But, it

was not until the end of the nineteenth century and the

Dreyfus affair, that the extreme right fanned out. Anti-

Semites, xenophobes, anti-socialists, neomonarchistes,

anti-modernists and anticapitalists emerged"3 and maintained

one emphatic characteristic, that of nationalism.

"The nationalist defended himself, counterdefinition, as

being against the foreign and the foreigner, whether the

hereditary enemy of the movement, the alien, or the

Protestant. Inevitably, he discovered the Jew as Alien-in-

residence, ubiquitous exploiter, corrupter, and debaucher of

good citizens. ""'

"83Michel Winock (ed.), Histoire de !'extreme droite en
France (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1993): 9.

"•4Hans Rogger and Eugen Weber (eds.), The European Right
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1965): 89.
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1. L'Action Francaise

The most 'radical' attack - 'radical in, that
1c demands a total revaluation of man's place
_n society and of the status of different races
in the general scheme of power ana human dianity
- has come from the Right.'5

The Dreyfus Affair brought the Jewish communitv into

light and subsequently they became targets of the extreme

r gnt, in particular of 1'AcCionr francaise and izs -eaaer

Tharles I�.aurras. r'Action francaise was not the only right

wing movement of its kind, but was one which was indicative

of right wing ideology and remained active until 1945.

L'Act-ion francaise was a nationalist, pro-catholic

and monarchic movement. They actively boycotted Jewish

establishments, sought to expel Jews from public office and

recruited only catholics. The movement sought homogeneity

though its uniform recruitment of catholics.Y The

catholic, nationalistic demeanor of the organization

positioned one religious component against another.

The rhetoric that reverberated from meetings was

violently anti-Semitic. Meetings manifested themselves into

rallies against the jewish community. Chants echoed of

"death to Jews" and "the Dreyfus Affair has shown us the Jew

ý'J.S. McClelland, The French Right (From de Maistre to

M__ s, op. cit.: editor's preface.

36Ibid., 101.
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in all his horror."'" :here was even a radical warrior gang

elementS8 or L'Act.on francaise, Les Camelo:s 4u zoi. _es

fameiocs were present at gatherings and were authors

songs such as, La France .bouge tFrance moves,, *':hich ..:ere

indicative of !'Action francazs' ideology. Portions of :'e

song are as follows:

The Jew has taken all,

Enough treason... insolent Jew, shut :p,

Here comes the King, and our race...,

At your place Jew....

The rhetoric depicts the Jew as a monopolizer of

wealth, a trader to the nation and belonging to a different

race. Yet most importantly, the Jew is seen as determent to

the nation and requiring constraint and bridling by the

catholics.

According to Maurras, "... liberty and democracy are

'Jewish'; corrupt finance is 'Jewish'; the rights of man are

'Jewish'; all that tends to break down national difference

is 'Jewish'; all that threatens the France of his

" 8Ib.d., 100.

38Eugen Weber, "Fascism, religion and the French Right,"
TLS, 9 July 1993.
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imagination is 'Jewish.'"'' 9  'Jewish' meant to Maurras

".rotten, foreign, democratic, 1ibertarian, anti-c:erical,

anti-militarist, Marxist."

Maurras had a distinct formula that `dentlfied ;nrat

he saw as the four confederate states: the protestant, che

Jew, manual labor workers and construction workers. :hese

elements were regarded as "foreigners of the interior, -.iho

de-stabilized the old regime while re-establishing :heir

revolutionary doctrines and who ultimately seized control

after the fall of the old regime."" Maurras'

classification of states specifically identified non-

catholics, protestants and Jews, and immigrants who occupied

those jobs labeled as manual and construction workers.

Maurras was one the first to regard a foreigner as a

disease to the country. He advocated the "ferocious

rejection of any alteration to the French being by anything

that was foreign.",9 2 Maurras claimed that "the barbarians"

needed to be repelled.

L'Action francaise was a national movement following

World War I. The movement profited from France's defeat,

89Ibid., 30.

9 0Ibid., 30-31.

"9 tIbid., 129.

"9 Ibid., 130.
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re-ignited revanchisme and promoted an anti-German sentiment

Thrcughout the country. It is not surprising nor

inconceivable :o understand how :he movement grew and gained

ncreasing popularity. L'Act2on :rancaise expanaed ia s

suspicion of foreigners to include germans, socialists and

communists.

Maurras' held no official position in Vichy and ::

-s said that he met Petain only on four occasions.''

"...Maurras claimed to support Petain because .r was Througn

him alone that he saw hope for a new France."ýý4

Nonetheless, Maurras held the Petain inspired title of 1e

plus Franca:.s de Francais (the most French of Frenchmen). 5

The movement remained active until its official

death in 1945. World War II had a crippling effect on the

movement, causing it to split over their perceived role with

Vichy and German collaboration. Maurras was charged that he

had passed information to the Germans through public

denunciations of individuals"6 and sentenced to life

imprisonment and national degradation.

"93Ibid., 15.
94Ibid., 214.

"3 5Ibid., 35.

"36Ibid., 213.

42



One astonishing fact is that L'Action francaise was

never a party. The importance of this assertion is that the

movement "...wanted to affect power and influence society,

out only indirectly, in the role not of executive but of

teacher. ""

in the end, two absolute facts prevail. "Maurras

was Action Francaise" and 'in Maurras and Vichy its

absurdities met. "8

B. TRE PRESENT

France is a nation which has suffered from a delusion.

The variegated, multinational state, composed of numerous

ethnic strains, is ethnically heterogenous. Yet, the nation

has maintained a homogeneous vision of itself, known as

Staatsvolk99 . This misconception has subsequently and

irreversibly spilled over into French society and logic.

Many French, who have been regarded as temperate in

nature and hospitable to foreigners, now question the future

of the "French" ethnicity and demand an end to immigration.

This fear of a tainted or mixed culture lingers in France

97Eugen Weber, Action Francaise (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1965): 528.

"98Ibid., 214.

"9 9Walker Connor, "Beyond reason: The nature of the
ethnonational bond," Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 16, No. 3,
July 1993, 374-379.
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and political forums such as le _Fronc National have embraced

:his anxiety. Yet, not only are right wing organizati--ns

recet)tive to exclusionarv oractices, 'Cut :he averaae

-7renchman recentlv has asserted an act--*-.-e rý,le -4- _-ac_-Z--i.

1. Le Front National

An element of the extreme right, --he -7--ont _'!ational

1) , surfaced In 197" and has gained popuiarity -n

subsequent years. The grouips omnipotent leader, jean-'-!arie

Le Pen preaches aitl.-A a racist --hetoric, emphasizing ý:-e

-notzo of France for the French and the concents of -7--ench

uentity and French values, has successively awaken French

nationalism.

Immigration, as a problem on the political agenda,

has become the foundation from which the Front National has

achieved many political objectives. Immigrants are seen as

responsible for the failing economy, mounting unemployment

and the pollution of French blood. The Front National,

typical of most extremist organizations, has utilized

France's economic crises to its advantage and certain

populations of immigrants are deemed responsible. It is

interesting to note that not all immigrants are targeted,
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some "...are more suitable than others when seeking to

...ocate immigration as a problem...

"...:he qualitative evaluation originates not --n any

car:icular (reai or alleged) characteristic of the

immigrants, but rather in the characteristics of the

situation and, more specifically, in tne eves cf those w.-ho

seek to advance particular political and economic interests

by constituting immigration as a problem.-"'

Le Pen's anti-immigrant agenda includes an extensive

fifty-point program which advocates French citizenship bv

birthright; examining all naturalizations since '974;

establishing foreigner quotas in public schools;

interdicting the construction of mosques and Koranic

schools; terminating the family reunification policy;

targeting immigrants in job reductions; reducing social

benefits to immigrants and deporting illegal, unemployed and

criminal. 12

The program additionally endorses a proposal to

terminate "false tourism" which would require the payment of

100,000 francs to ensure a visitor's departure at the

"0 0Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel! "Introduction," op.

cit: 273.

"' 1Ibid.

:02Howard LaFranchi, "French Far Right Gains Ground After

Anti-Immigrant Bid," The Christian Science Monitor, 26 November
1991, 4.
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conclusion of a sojourn. The Front Nationai has stressed

that this proposal is not intended to apply ,o Eurcoeans.

"people sharing a common culture or religion.' "3

Le Pen's hateful agenda is not solely direc-ed

towards immigrants, but also reeks of anti-Semitism. n

March 1991, Le Pen was ordered to pay 900,000 francs :o nine

organizations representing French deportees when he referred

to gas chambers as a "point of detail." A-n additionah fine

of 10,000 francs was imposed when he insulted a government

minister with a Durafour-crematoire remark.`-:

Le Pen's shocking rhetoric is a form of media

propaganda. The remarks attract media attention, provoke

outrage and ultimately serve to publicize, whether in a good

or bad light, Le Pen and the Front National. The additional

imposition of fines simply provides for more publicity.

The intangible element of the Front National regards

its membership. The radicals of the past which consisted of

a melange of neo-fascists, old monarchists, catholics,

former Vichy and cadets of the Secret Army Organization!"

have been replaced by respectable men and women of the

0•"Ibid.

'14 "With Prejudice," The Economist, 6 April 1991, 50.

10 5Marianne Amar et Pierre Milza, L'immiaration en France au
X (Paris: Armand Colin Editeur, 1990): 129.
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present. Current FN membership even consists of the

previous wave of immigrants, the Spanish and Portuguese.

Electoral support for the Fronc :Haionai is -ot

&tatic. Statistics revealed :-at maie manuai w.%:orkers are

increasingly voting for the FN and that a proportion of the

French electorate is partisan and committed to FN support., -

"The fundamental mission of the Front National goes

beyond expulsions or issues of citizenship. It consists of

:he formation of a state with a totalitarian vocation, that

imposes its own definition of good and bad in all areas,

private lives and mixed societies: 'The personality and

deposition of the elite should determine that of the

nation. ' 107

The evolution of Le Pen and the Front National,

coupled with everything disparaging that they represent, has

become a source of imitation. Le Pen is not the sole

political figure to become embroiled in derogatory antics.

in the March 1983 elections, the issue of immigration

entered French politics and became the object of bargaining

between rival political leaders.' 0 8 Ultimately, "the debate

106Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.
cit.: 270.

-_'Marianne Amar et Pierre Milza, L'immiaration en France au

XXe Siecle, op. cit.: 130.

"' 8Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration Policy and the
Issue of Nationality," op. cit.: 323.
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:n Lrigration was transformed into a debate on nationality

and came to focus cn complex legal texts that w•ere of little

interest :o public opinion.'"'

Former French President and hopeful future

contender, Valery Giscard d'Estaing referred to immigration

as an invasion and contended, as Le Pen, -hat French

citizenship should be based on "the concept ;f strict

:onsanguinity" Dr 'us sanguinis versus -us so!i. This

:ac:ic, which the first two measures have been alreadv

eýndorsed by the French parliament, denies automatic

citizenship to immigrant children.

Jacques Chirac, former Prime Minister, presidential

candidate and current R.P.R. leader, has also alarmingly

begun to echo Le Pen rhetoric. In a speech, Chirac referred

to immigration as an "overdose" and recounted how French

workers are "driven crazy" by the "noise and smells" of

immigrant neighbors. He also advocated the dissolution of

the family reunification policy and recommended a reduction

in social security benefits. Startling enough, as a result

of his defamatory speech, Chirac's poll ratings increased

over five percent."'

-Kbid., 327.

'!'Catherine Pegard, "Les Grands Mots," Le Point, 13 Juillet

`991, 17.
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Edith Cresson, Prime Minister 4n 1991, devised a

plan to deport illegal immigrants via special charters.

Measures included the expulsion of legal immigrants -.:ho

employed illegal immigrants and the introduction of :ixed

date transit visas vice tourist visas to foreigners from

countries regarded as posing an immigration threat.

Finally, even French President Mitterand has been

entangled in a web of anti-immigrant overtones. in 1989, he

was quoted:

A threshold of tolerance was reached in the 1970s when
there were already four million one hundrea thousand to
four million two hundred thousand residency permits
L... As much as possible, this number must not be
surpassed.-

"Immigration continues to be a pretext for

disagreement and debate between leaders of the main

political parties, even if, privately, -hey think that their

respective policies are not so different and that there is a

possibility of cross-party agreement (with the exception of

the FN). 112 According to Miriam Feldblum

former divisions between the right and left on
immigration issues blurred in the debates on national
identity and national community. Despite the emergence
of some alternative discourse, most on the left and

1'1Edwy Plenel et Alain Rollat, La Republigue Menacee: Dix
Ans D'Effect Le Pen, op. cit.: 352.

! 12Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration policy and the
Issue of Nationality," op. cit.: 328.
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right rejected the arguments to separate nationality
from citizenship that proponents of the 'new
citizenship' advocated. Rather, they upheld the
divisions between the public status or membership in
:he national community and the private status or
religion and culture.- 2

Anti-immigration sentiments and racially incited

rhetoric are commonplace in contemporary France. :lot oniy

has the extreme right found a favorable voice in a

population where economic difficulties, zhemes of insecurity

and unemployment are sensitive, but the vast majority of

coliticians have served as "...carriers of the infection.'

A bandwagoning effect has resulted. "The achievement of Le

Pen and his often unwitting companions has been to render

racism almost respectable.""'

2. Societal Agitations

French racism is very particular form of racism. It

is primarily a silent form of racism, whereby the majority

of French essentially tolerate foreigners and little more.

Overt thoughts of racism are concealed and hostility and

"!"Miriam Feldblum, "Paradoxes of ethnic politics: The case
of Franco-Maghrebis in France," Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol.
16, No. 1, January 1993, 56.

:i 4Daniel Singer, "Le Pen Pals-Blood and Soil," The Nation,
23 December 1991, 815.

"'Daniel Singer, "The resistible rise of Jean-Marie Le Pen,"

op. cit.: 379.
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aggression subdued. Yet, recent episodes reveal that :he

silence has been broken and acts of violence, directed

•oward Maghrebins and the Jewish community have resulzed.

Since _980, :here 4s a trend regarding acts _-o-

racism and anti-Semitism, the locality of the incident

(region or department), the number of acts and the

victims. :6 French men between the ages of 20 and 59 are

regarded as the most volatile group and the most common

infraction has been verbal abuse.

The regions regarded as the most violent, racist and

anti-semitic are Ile de France (greater Paris) and Provence-

Alpes-Cote d'Azur (including Marseille) . ': The rationale

behind the violence in the Paris region is that besides

being a highly populated area, right wing organizations,

nationalists and neo-nazis, as well as skinheads are solidly

implanted in the area. Violence in the Cote d'Azur region

stems from its pro-!imity to the Mediterranean. Large

portions of the Arab immigrants choose to live in the South

where the climate and topography are very similar to that of

their nation of origin.

"'16Rapport de la Commission Nationale Consultative des Droits

de !'homme, La Lutte Contre Le Racisme et La Xenophobie 'Paris:
La Documentation Francaise, 1993): 15.

:!`Ibid., 47-48.

`8Ibid., 21.
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Violent acts that were purposely directed towards

Jews began in the 1980s and were ultimately the result cf an

international wave of terrorism, as well as soecific media

events. Paris was the epicenter of ½ewish violence in 1282

with the bombing of a synagogue (la rue Copernic), the

assassination of Yacov Barsimentov and machine gun shooting

on the rue des Rosiers."'

Media coverage has been responsible for increased

acts of violence and racism. Large scale media coverage of

the Claus Barbie trail and the Carpentras cemetery

desecration ironically incited sentiments of anti-Semitism.

Additionally, the Gulf War incited anti-Semitism, as well as

anti-Maghrebin sentiments.

3. Public Opinion Polls

Since the latter 1960s, public opinion polls

regarding immigration have been conducted to reveal the

extent of racism in France. In November 1992, the Institut

Conseil-Sondages-Analyses Commission conducted a poll which

included 1017 people, 18 years of age and older. Questions

focused on individual perceptions, the victims, religion,

"9 Ibid., 29.
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the economy and the magnitude of racism in France. A

synopsis of the findings is as follows. -

Racism was regarded as a distant and less urgent

phenomena and ranked fifth among dangers which threaten :'e

world. Hunger, AIDS, pollution and discrimination preceded

racism in the rankings.

Maghrebins, nomads (Gitans or Tziganes) and Beurs

were the specific ethnic groups which the French maintained

an aversion. This illustrates that Maghebins and Beurs are

commonly the victims of racism.

Regarding the number of immigrants, polling data

reflected that the majority felt that there were too many

Arabs and Muslims living in France and one third felt that

there were enough immigrants living in their respective

community.

In reference to immigrants seeking safe haven, 35

percent believed that France should cease to welcome

political refugees, 37 percent judged that acceptance should

be based on political and not economical considerations, and

only 24 percent affirmed that France should continue to be

an asylum.

The issue of religion and the construction of

mosques provided interesting results. 47 percent of the

'20Ibid., 55-58.
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French who were questioned believed that there were a

sufficient number of mosques in France, -2 percent felt :hat

-here were too many and 11 percent believed that there '..!ere

not enough. Additionally, one in two people questicned

opposed the construction of a mosque in their quarter, .1hile

14 percent were favorable to mosque construction and -:

percent were indifferent.

Results pertaining to the economy were equal>

ouzzling and responses were contradictory. 59 percent of

:he French questioned estimated that immigrants should

consider themselves at home in France since they contribute

to the French economy. Only 27 percent felt that immigrants

working in France constituted a positive effect to the

economy and 63 percent felt that immigrants overload the

economy.

A final result revealed that 56 percent of those

interviewed staunchly maintained that they do not feel at

home in France anymore.

The poll is indicative of a France which is split on

the issue of immigrants and, more precisely, reflective of

how the overwhelming majority of French feel about

immigration.
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IV. NATIONALISM AND IMMIGRATION

... mmigration reveals more about French socle~v
than about immigration itself. It probes the
deepest recesses of the French psyche, zesidina
as it does in the realm of fantasy and
representation, in the political Imaginary and zhe
social esthetic, and remaining largely over-
determined by history."

France has long been regarded as a society of

-nmigration, yet the opposite is more appropriate. During

the 18th century, France attracted few foreigners and many

French migrated due to religious prosecutions, economic

motivations or they sought to colonize unexplored lands,

like Quebec or Louisiana. 122

As a result of many revolutionary wars, specifically the

Napoleonic wars, and a low fecundity rate, France suffered

from a demographic hemorrhage. 1 2 ' Hence, the phenomena known

as immigration began at the beginning of the 19th century.

121Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "North African Immigration and
the French Political Imaginary," op. cit.: 98.

' 22L'intearation a la Francaise (Paris: Union Generale
d'Editions, 1993): 21.

21 Ibid.
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History illustrates that "large scale immigrarion, =nd

especially labour migration, has been an important

ztructurai :eature of -he evolution o: :-e French nac=n-

:ace and French capitalism since ý:e -ace-19th centurv.

A. THE FRENCH MODEL OF INTEGRATION

The history of immigration to France is closeiv linked

.,;iih France's development of a national identi:'y. 'IFrance

composed of many ethnonational groups - Celts, Germans,

La~ins, Normands, 3asques, Jews, etc.; but has never

permitted them to subsist as an equal. The initial French

immigration formula engendered Frenchmen and -women out of

the sundry of masses that permeated her frontiers. France,

without any pity, crushed, pulverized and digested each and

every one of them."' 25

This strategy suffocated all remnants of the immigrants'

cultural origin and extensively assimilated them into French

society. immigrants adopted not only the French language

and culture, but habits and ideas.' 26

:2 4Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.

cit.: 274.

:,Se"Le Grand Defi de l'immigration en France," Jeune Afriik
27 Novembre-3 Decembre 1991. ?5.

: 2 GIbid.
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The only integration model that France has ever known,

was that of assimilation. 21 The French nation-state, as

shown by Ernest Renan, was a nation based on certain

principles. The fjirst and foremost principle was the

dissipation of ethnic and cultural diversity and the

imposition of a homogeneous national group.'Z

After the French Revolution, other instruments of

integration were obligatory military service, as a school of

the nationýý3 , and education. France always applied the

Montaigne principle: It is the rule of rule and the general

law of laws, that everyone should observe the rules and Laws

where they reside or where they were born. °

Immigration was essential to the industrial growth of

the nation. France actively recruited immigrants and

migrant labor. In the mid-19th century, immigrants were of

Spanish and Italian descent. By the end of the century,

Belgians, Poles, Germans and Portuguese additionally

immigrated to France.

12Alain de Benoist, "Pluralisme ou assimilation?," Elements,
Avril 1993, 50.

' 2 Ibid.

119Ronald Koven, "Muslim Immigrants and French Nationalists,"
op. cit.: 25.

:3°"Le Grand Defi de l'immigration en France," op. cit.: 25.
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7ncidents of racism and violence began at the end of the

nineteenth century. Italians residing in the south were ?he

oDJecz of oublic humiliation and accused of eating bread

`hat belonged to the French. Massacres of italian

immigrants occurred in Marseille 1881, in Aigues-Mortes 1393

and in Lyon 1394. :2

Although the assimilation process was not without

conflict or violence, the similar ethnic makeup of

immigrants, coupled with a common Catholicism and European

-itivation were contributing factors to successful

integration.

North Africans, Les Maghrebins (referring to Algerians,

Moroccans and Tunisians as a collective group) were not

initially considered part of the immigrant population since

they % categorized as colonial workers between 1916-1918

and were excluded from the census.93

World Wars I and II had diametric responses to

immigration. World War I generated an important need for

labor in France. While World War II sparked a rejection of

the fore-igner and in particular of foreign labor. In

13 L'intearation a la Francaise, op. cit.: 188.

1' 2Dominique Schnapper, La France de l'integration, op. cit.:

102.

- 3 3Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "North African Immigration and
the French Political Imaginary," op. cit.: 100.
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1935, immigration was officially halted and approximately

20,000 foreign workers were repatriated, some forcibly.

:he installation of the Vichy government 'n 1940 instituted

a policy of xenophobia and anti-Semitism.-"

At the end of World War II and the eradication of Vichv,

-he French Republic officially ended discrimination based on

race, origin and religion.- 5

During France's industrial expansion in the eariy 1'70s

and a labor shortage, immigrants were again gainfully sought

out and emploved. Immigrants were employed in 'burgeoning

induscries like automotive manufacturing, 'ý- and performed

low paying functions which the common Frenchman and -woman

felt were beneath them (e.g., street sweeper).

Immigrants were regarded as hardworking and law-abiding

and interestingly enough, "they were not predisposed to

'chose France.'"'" Assimilation of the Maghrebin was

inhibited by the vastly different religions, language and

eating habits which served as social wedges preventing the

Frenchification of the Arab immigrant population.

134L'intearation a la Francaise, op. cit.: 193.

-2 5Ibid., 194.

136Ronald Kovan, "Muslim Immigrants and French Nationalists,"
op. cit.: 26.

'"Roger Kaplan, "Through Kofi's Eyes," The Atlantic, Vol.
269, No. 4, April 1992, 38.
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The intricacies of French immigration were further

tompiicated by the rationale that the Maghrebins would ne

sent back to their :ountry of origin when i- becanme

necessary, as well as by the Algerian W2ar.

In July of 1974, immigration was once again suspended.

.ith an estimated 3.5 million immigrants in France, :he

policy was cne of suspension of immigration and an attempt

to regulate clandestine i.mmigration.::

The advent of the 1980s brought "a dual movement towards

&emarginalization and politicization. :mmigration--

particularly Algerian and Islamic--became an important pawn,

whilst immigrants themselves and their children began to

emerge from the shadows to sever the political links with

their country of origin.""'• The Maghrebin 'egarded France

as home. The 1990 census revealed that 3,607,590 immigrants

resided within French borders, of which 1,412,127 were from

t.:e Maghreb.

"...Migrants to France over that past one hundred years

have originated from several very distinct geo-spatial,

economic and political contexts. Hence, the descriptive

category of immigres is extremely heterogeneous. Political

138L'intearation a la Francaise, op. cit.: 195.
"'Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, "North African Immigration and

the French Political Imaginary," op. cit.: 100.
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interests seek to homogenize it, or rather its ideological

homogenization is the outcome of political struggle."--'

B. dEASURES OF INTEGRATION

:n 1991, the Hauc Conseil a i'Integracion (High Council

-or :ntegration) reaffirmed the Nationality Commission's

interpretation that immigrant groups and ethnic minori:ies

Dught to be i'ntegrated into society by way of a specifically

'French' model of integration. -

As previously discussed, the French model of intearation

requires the total absorption of an immigrant. Every anti-

French aspect of an immigrant is scrupulously altered to fit

into the French mold. As Miriam Feldblum points out:

The 'French' model implies an individualist,
assimilationist mode of integration into the
national political and cultural community. In
France, the classic integrationist institutions
for immigrants have been the ('republican') public
sector school system, the army, and the unions, and
not the intermediary organizations articulating
immigrant interests. Within this framework, the
.immigre in France is either marginalized under the
bias of state immigration policies, where the specific
differences of immigrants are externalized, or
assimilated and thus ethnically invisible or, at least,
silent. The 'ethnic citizen' does not, nor ought to
exist. 42

:14 Robert Miles and Jeanne Singer-Kerel, "Introduction," op.

cit.: 273.

":4 lIbid., 58.

-42 Ibid., 55.
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The most common measure of integration includes the

attainment of citizenship by decree or declaration. :n -991

•±one, -242 individuals acauired French citizenshic. '

7he e-nnonazienai croup which has the largest reDresentazion

in obtaining French citizenship is the Maghreb community.

Coupled wi-th the attainment of French citizenshio is

orerequisite language requirement. Immigrants must

4emonstrate an adequate command of the French language.

_ddi::ionaiv, :here is a orocess bv which immiarants mav

eiher -ransiate or modifv their first or last name in order

:o appear more 'French' and to loose any foreign

characteristics. In 1991, 10,356 individuals altered their

names. :4,4

Little appears to have changed since the 18th century,

when peasants were forcibly indoctrinated in the French

culture and language and "recent trends in French

immigration and citizenship politics have reinforced the

dominant ideologies and assimilationist model.""4 5

: 4 3Ministere des Affaires Sociales et de L'integration, La
Politiaue de !a Nationalite en 1991, Octobre 1992, 4.

: 44Ibid., 55.

:'4sMiriam Feldblum, "Paradoxes of ethnic politics: The case
of Franco-Maghrebis in France," op. cit.: 55.
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C. PARTICULARITIES AND BARRIERS

"The defense and insistence on a 'French' model of

-ntegration... imits the articulation of ethnic

affirmations. "-6 !,ore precisely, zlie French model has

consistently neglected to recognize certain cultural

carticularities. Two controversial issues include, polvaamv

and the Second Generation's repudiated recognition from

France and country of origin of their parents.

Polygamy is regarded as unlawful under French law. Yet,

under the jurisdiction of countries such as Algeria and

M4orocco, polygamy is legal. The problem is further

compounded when an Algerian or Moroccan immigrant seeks :o

reunite his spouses and family under the French

reunification program. The family reunification program

entitles an immigrant and their family to reside on French

soil and benefit from financial subsidies during their stay.

In 1980, a landmark polygamy case in France, the

Montacho case, received a unfavorable ruling. The French

High court ruled that polygamy was contrary to public order.

Additionally, polygamic marriages were not considered part

of family reunification and would be regarded as an obstacle

: 46Ibid., 58.
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:or an immigrant attempting to acquire residential status in

France. 7

The second issue concerns the non-recognition of

nhildren engendered through mixed marriages. On the one

hand, they are the object of racial discrimination in

France. French citizenship requirements, w;hich are vasct-y

changing in an attempt to dissuade attainment of

i-:izenshin , only augment this frustration. Second, -he

other country, from which a foreign parent emigrated,

-egards the c.h.ild as strictly French and similarly rejects

:hem.

The French acculturation process of children from mixed

marriages makes virtually impossible the return to their

parents country of origin. An example focuses on young

Franco-Algerians who return to Algeria to perform their

obligatory military service. Algerian officers view them as

elements which can not be assimilated since they are unable

to speak arabic and they reflect French socialization.�'

Children of mixed marriages, in particular those with

French-Algerian backgrounds, suffer from an identity crisis.

They are caught between diametric cultures which essentially

:"Haut Conseil a l'integration, Conditions iuridiaues et
culturelles de l'intearation, Mars 1992, 30.

: 48Dominique Schnapper, La France de l'intearation, op. cit.:

195.

64



refuse acceptance. This is not an immigration problem, yet

a problem with society.

1. Islam

Islam poses a sizable barrier to French integration.

There are two predominant arguments pertaining to Islam and

its place in France. The first argument insists that Islam

should be accepted along with its particularities as any

other worshipped faith. To single out Islam as a threat to

France and the French integration model indicates a massive

generalization regarding muslims and the faith they worship.

Proponents of Islam assert that their faith should be

permitted free and open practice. To deny such practice is

to legally restrict religious freedoms.

Islamic extremists and various acts of terrorism

have only served to render the French more anxious. This

point leads to the second argument which encompasses the

fear of Islam, which has been ignited by Islamic

fundamentalists. The images of Islam are ever present in

France; mosques, prayer rooms and cloaked women.

Compounding this fear is that Islam is the second most

practiced faith in France. It is a known fact that Islamic

militants, whom are vigilant in their crusade, reside

throughout Europe.
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A Tunisian immigrant and worshipper of Islam living

in France says this:

- am in France to learn the interior of the :Iestern
system chat oppresses us and to learn t=e science,
-echnique and tricks. Then, I will be better armed
:o fight zhem. -

Regarding Maghrebins, he continued:

For ten years, -.,e have been marred by Euroce and the
imposition of laws, norms, an indigent life, a system
-f empty thinking and atheism. Look around you at :he
young Maghrebins. They are lost for Islam... they have
been skinned of their soul. It is that, the worst
violence that the West could inflict upon the children
of islam.-il

Another miiizant was quoted:

.-e have not infiltrated Europe. Our assignments are to
infiltrate Europe and the vast Islamic community. It
suffices to look at the number of registered
conversions in Paris...to know that as of this moment
islam is awaken and nothing will stop it."

The desire to spread the word of Islam by Islamic

militants represents an explosive dilemma. The potential

recruitment of disenchanted Maghrebins and Beurs intensifies

an already precarious situation. Islam could provide a

cult-like atmosphere for identity-seeking youths. The

young, who search for an avenue of acceptance could find

' 9 Philippe Aziz, "France-Europe: Le Plan Secret de

Islamistes," Le Point, 27 Mai 1991, 16.

"5 OIbid.

'Ibid., 17.
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sanctuary under Islam and be lured to impose punishmnent, via

zierrorist actions, p:on the French who have refused :c

embrace them. Maghrebins and Beurs could serve as tze

messianic messengers for :slam.

Islamic fundamentalists are not the only elements

orovoking fear among the French. But, such cultural

indicators, as headscarves, have stirred the Frencn.

:n 1989, the foulard incident caused an uproar. It revived

existing controversies, played on French fears of a

:undamentalist -slam, and dramatized anew continuing

concerns about the future of Muslim immigrant communities in

France..."

The incident focused on three young girls who wore

headscarves to school and their head-teacher, who demanded

the headscarve be removed. Refusing the headteacher's

demand, the girls were expelled. The headscarf was viewed

essentially as a symbol of Islamic fundamentalism, as an

attack on secularity, and as a threat to the French model of

integration."'5 Yet latter, the issue was widened to focus

on ",... the place of Islam in France and the future of

152Miriam Feldblum, "Paradoxes of ethnic politics: The case

of Franco-Maghrebis in France," op. cit.: 61.

-5 3Ibid., 63.
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millions of immigrants who will never return to their

countries. "154

This drama illustrates contemporary French

sensitivity in the 1990s toward Islam and the aoverrrnent's

insistence to enforce the French model of intearation.

Although the notion of pluralism reigns in the Mitterand

government, the right to cultural diversity is still an

awkward and threatenina concept for many French to accept.

114Ibid., 65.
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V. DIVERSITY VERSTUS HOMOGNE•ITY:
THZ RIGHT TO BZ DIFFElENT

Since the model of the nation in France has been
founded on uniformity and assimilation tc a far
greater degree than the British or American model,
leaving no place for the recognition of minorizv
groups other than as nostalgic remnants of a
mythologized past, -he claims of 'ethnic' t4f:erence
in France contain, perhaps a greater challenge to

the principles of exclusion than elsewhere.""

The immigration policy was utilized as a devise to

.ortify France economically. Immigrants were essentially

imported by the French, performed menial jobs regarded as

beneath the proud french and then were expected to depart

once their service was no longer desired. The

"frenchification" process was conducted while the immigrant

was employed on french soil. The French model of

integration essentially absorbed and assimilated all

foreigners. Immigrants were depleted of their "barbaric"

norms and mores and were ultimately transformed into

civilized, cultured Frenchmen and -women.

Contemporary France, confronted with a generation of

converted immigrants and their children, is reluctant to

accept their status as French. This generation and their

"'5 5Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State in

France," op. cit.: 346.
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offspring desire equal status, acceptance and the right :o

overtly practice their difference. The ensuing result nas

been that many French feel threatened by the emerging

.nfamiliar practices that are un-french and they demand

protection of the french nation, culture and people.

A prevailing theme suggests that immigrants are

reluctant to abandon former mores, while the archaic

incecration formula remains unyielding and determined

moid immigrants into the French model. W.1ithin French

society, racism has surfaced as an enigma attempting to

ascribe blame for society's woes. "Foreigner equates to

guilt.. .French equates to innocence."' 6

Policies of cultural pluralism, initiated by Socialist

gov'ernments during the 1980's, are a departure from the

traditional French emphasis on assimilation."""7

The 1980's saw the emergence of Beurs or Franco-

Maghrebis movement resulting in pressure forces in French

politics. "The movement challenges the French model of

integration at several levels: as a form of identity

: 51Marianne Amar et Pierre Milza, L'immiaration en France au

X op. cit.: 84.

"5 7Tedd R. Gurr, Minorities at Risk (Washington. D.C.:
United States Institute of Peace Press, 1993): 152.
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politics, as a generator of political intermediaries, and as

a forum for ethnic lobbies.'""

As a means to promote immigrant rights, organizations

such as SOS Racisme and France Plus were established.

Referred to as moral front'5 , SOS Racisme is an organization

which is active in reducing the level of racial bigotry,

"encouraging naturalization and registering people :o vote

or bring forth anti-discrimination lawsuits.".6°

Originally, SOS Racisme advocated a program which was

extremist in nature. Subsequently, :he organization and its

creator, Harlem Desir, have altered their rhetoric and

trumpet the slogan Touche pas a mon pote (Hands off my

friend). The slogan decries the lack of solace felt by many

young Maghrebins and Beurs. "...The right to be different,

the right of a minority to foster its own language, its own

culture, its own methods, its own institutions..."nj6l SOS

Racisme continues to thrive, modifying its agenda to meet

"' 8Miriam Feldblum, "Paradoxes of ethnic politics: The case

of Franco-Maghrebis in France, op. cit.: 58.

"•5Robert Kaplan, "Through Kofi's Eyes," op. cit.: 42.

'60Ibid.

:"Collette Guillaumin, "'Race and Discourse," in Maxim
Silverman, ed., Race. Discourse and Power in France (Brookfield:
Gower Publishing Company, 1991): 12.
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current racial issues, and consists of 17,000 registered

members and 350 chapters nationwide.---

7rance-Plus, an integrative association, promotes

:.!agnrebins and Beurs to enroll on electoral lists and z

exercise their voting rights, 3 , as well as the patronage of

candidates for local elections. 4  "France-Plus clearlv uses

The tools of ethnic politics. Yet, it has not challenaed

-he i4eologicai bases of the French model that -..:ould render

ethnic oolitics incompatible with the French political

Drocess.

Organizations such as SOS Racisme and France-Plus are

not the only sources of pluralism. Indicators of cultural

pluralism were further evidenced in 1993 with the revival of

the ancient language of provencal. Some viewed the action

as a vital step away from exclusion. Yet, others have

professed that the revival of minority cultures, such as

provencal, will lead to new regionalism.'66

` 2Ibid.

:• 3Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-State in
France," op. cit.: 347.

:6ECatherine Wihtol de Wenden, "Immigration policy and the
issue of nationality," op. cit.: 331.

-65Miriam Feldblum, "Paradoxes of ethnic politics: The case
of Franco-Maghrebis in France," op. cit.: 60.

16 6Marlise Simons, "Provencal Leading a Revival of Europe's
Local Languages," The New York Times, 3 May 1993.
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The Socialist government's attempts to recognize

cultural diversity are significant, yet the fact of -he

matter is that "cultural diversity and pluralism are not

necessarily .he guarantors of equality."• ?rance does nrot

cultivate immigrant cultures. Immigrants are free co

respect and practice their culture as long as it does not

interfere with the French public order.--'

:n a speech President Mitterand recognized the eshno-

national diversity of France, when he stated

We are French. Our ancestors are the Gauls, and
we are also a litt2le Roman, a little German,
little Jewish, a little Italian, a small bit
Spanish, more and more Portuguese. Who knows,
maybe Polish, too. And I wonder whether we
aren't a bit Arab.'6 9

Although the statement served as an acknowledgement of the

Arab community's presence in France's ancestry, the fact

that many French have difficulty accepting immi.grants who

are legitimately French, by birth right or naturalization,

begs the question if nationalist impulses are approaching a

disastrous climax.

167Maxim Silverman, "Citizenship and the Nation-state in

France," op. cit.: 346.

' 68Dominique Schnapper, La France de l'intearation, op. cit.:
282.

"69Ibid.
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VI. CONCLUSION: TM DILEMDIA'S FOR ATLAWTICISM

All your strength is in your union,
All your danger is in discord.

Longfellow, Hiawatha

At -his coint, some reflection on brcaaer secur:ty.'

implications is in order. The Atlantic bond kindled

democracv and stability for zhe European ccon.inent since the

1940s. :n the post Cold War confusion, :.ew and cld naticns

search for new security structures and durable alliances.

in this context, the spread of integral nationalism

throughout Europe threatens the durability of Atlanticism.

Nationalism portends not only instability, but anarchy for

Europe. Congenial alliances turn into warring factions and

the once common Atlantic values become singular values.

Atlanticism, a viable security policy, needs to be

safeguarded by the United States in the wake of reemerging

nationalist surges.

The North Atlantic Treaty, signed on 4 April 1949,

marked the institutionalization of Atlanticism in the post

war world, the bond between the United States and Europe, of

which a decisive part is with France. The treaty states the

following:
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The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm :heir faith
in the purposes and principles of the Charter
3f the United Nations and their desire no live
in peace with all peoples and all governments.

They are determined to safeguard :he :reedom,
common heritage and civilization of their peoples,
founded on the principles cf democracy, Lndiaidual
liberty and the rule of law.

They seek to promote stability and weil-being in
the North Atlantic area.

They are resolved to unite their efforts for
collective defense and for the preservation of peace
and security.ý-

The treaty signified a declaration of shared democrat:ic

-aiues and a pledge from the parties :o maintain peace and

security within the Atlantic region. iost important, :he

spirit of the treaty was to "live in peace with all peoples

and their governments" and to safeguard freedom, common

heritage and civilization of their peoples, based on the

principles of democracy and individual liberty.

Over 40 years after the ratification of the North

Atlantic treaty, certain observers remark that the treaty

has lost its spirit. The environment of peace for "all"

peoples and their governments has not been preserved.

Additionally, the freedoms, heritage and civilizations of

the peoples have been neglected. Since 1989, multi-

nationalism and revived nationalism have come to the

'"Lawrence S. Kaplan, NATO and the United States: The

Endurina Alliance (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1988): 219.
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forefront of European security issues. The evidence lies 4n

the collapse and ruin of the former Soviet Union and

:ugoslavia.

Although the Atlantic partners maintain a bond and

cossess common democratic values, there exists much actual

discord. A nationalist epidemic is sweeping Europe, eviaent

in ethnic cleansing and anti-immigration politics. ýjo

nation-state is impervious to the havoc of nationalism and

-he plague of integral nationalism on the old, new pattern

_s making its way to the Atlantic.

France's past nationalistic episodes, coupled with a

current wave of anti-immigrant, anti-American sentiments are

relevant to the future of French and Atlantic security and

of importance to the United States. First, the French

increasingly regard the foreign presence, whether immigrant

or American, as a detriment to the French nation-state and

identity. Contemporary examples of dissension exists within

the framework of GATT and disputes regarding agriculture and

film making subsidies."'7

Thus, one should ask whether immigration builds or

destroys a nation? Throughout their history, the French

have consistently sought to protect their identity from

internal and external threats. Most American's regard this

"Roger Cohen, "U.S.-French Cultural Trade Rift Now Snags a

World Agreement," The New York Times, 8 December 1993.
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:oncern as an oddity. Additionally, can the United States

taintain an alliance with a nation that embraces a radical
ifferent ideal of the nation and citizenship?

Second, since 1945 the Franco-Amer4can reiationshin 'as

consistently been surrounded with friction. "The French

pointedly show their dissension with the United States at

every opportunity. -It is almost a French reflex to oooose

-That the United States wants, without feeling it necessary

-o propose anything different or better...'",-

-he French government has disagreed with the United

States and rejected most efforts to foster American

influence in Europe. NATO has been the site for French and

American feuds since the 1940s. The feuds of today revolve

around issues of the threatened French identity, Euro-Disney

and GATT. Anti-foreigner sentiments in France are the

result of nationalism and the spread of nationalism

throughout the European community has served to weaken the

Atlantic bond.

Essentially, the Franco-American relationship remains

one in which each nation has simply recognized the national

particularities of the other. Generally, Americans regard

the French as pretentious and arrogant, while the French

view Americans as uncultured "Yankees." France is a nation

7: 2Luigi Barzini, The Europeans, op. cit.: 134.
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".....that wants to be recognized as the dominating power in

Europe but refuses to acknowledge the fact that nation-

states, even cne as glorious and prosperous as France, >ave

shrunk to mediocre dimensions, impotent when alone, -o 7atcn

-or the superpowers. U

ironically enough, the current French immigration

dilemma mirrors that of the United States. The influx of

immigrants from Mexico has caused the United States to

review immigration policies and controls. Mexicans are

regarded as the foreigner, are responsible for debilitating

the economy and many American's desire austere regulations.

With the end of the Cold war, observers suggest that the

era of Atlanticism has reached its end and that the twenty-

first century marks the age of the Pacific."' The end of

the cold war and the demise of the Soviet Union were

contributing factors which lead to a search for a new

nemesis and the diminishing importance of Atlanticism.

By and large, Atlanticism has not reached an end,

instead the United States has placed the rapport on the back

burner to be monitored, so that it does not spill over.

7:
3Ibid., 154.

:74Timothy Egan, "Pacific Chiefs to Meet Where 2 Worlds Mix,"

The New York Times, 15 November 1993.

78



A. AN ENIGMATIC FRENCH FUTURE

France is tne most brili'ant and dangerous nati-n
in Europe, best suited to become in turn an ociect
of admiration, hatred, city, -error, zut never
of indifference.

Alexis de Tocqueville-=

ntense struggles have deveioped in Europe in the _?70s

and the 1980s to recapture a lost sense nationaL

identity. More often than not, these struggles are tinged

ith acit dcourse. ' The epicenter cf a nations

identiy crisis :s found within the confines o. :arv

Doiitics, the `udicial arena and from within societv

proper. 7'

In contemporary France, the Front National is a

harbinger of future integral nationalist politics. Fueled

by high unemployment and rampant immigration, this

xenophobic movement prospers and sets an example for the

rest of Europe; Great Britain, Belgium, Germany. Yet, the

French identity crisis coupled with intense nationalist

surges is not a new phenomena nor strictly restricted to the

French.

!"Ibid.

176James F. Hollifield, Immigrants, Markets, and States
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992): 171.

7*1Ibid.
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Since 1789, the process of nationalism suggests why

French identity is sacred and prized. Throughout French

history, philosophers, academics, politicians and :he

•oouiation have be-ieved that :heir identitv .,:as :nreatenea.

The foreign threat, whether through invasion, immigration or

mixed blood, became and is a paranoia specific to the

French.

-he French nation-state, instinctively throughout s

evolution, sought a homogenous French identity. The threat

-.as not solely from the foreign exterior, but was internal

as .:ell. France, according to Luigi Barzini, was

... molded down the centuries by antagonisms and tensions
between tribes, clans, cliques, classes, coteries,
guilds, camarillas, sects, parties, factions within the
parties; regions - Occitanie, Brittany, and now Corsica-
against the centralized state; the Midi against the
North; the provinces against Paris, and in Paris, the
Right Bank against the Left Bank, the center against la
banlieue, the poor against the Two Hundred Families. 71

French national identity is ultimately the creation of

-he 19th century Paris bourgeoisie, and elite who brought

Franc together culturally, linguistically and spiritually.

French peasants were striped of their regional influences

and inculcated with a the urban culture of Paris.

' 8 Ibid., 138.
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:n order to be recognized as a legitimate French

citizen, one must speak French, "act French," simply be

French in all dimensions. The mandatory transformation

commenced in the 19th century with the peasant who was

molded into a Frenchmen and later with the advent of

immigration, the immigrant was converted in turn.

The external foreign threat, explored throughout this

thesis, took on numerous forms from the Jew to the immigrant

and the subsequent nationalistic outbursts blemished the

French past. The contemporary foreigner in France is the

Arab immigrant. Yet, mixed into the category of immigrants

are legitimate French citizens, those engendered through

mixed marriages or born on French soil. Many French, who

have an immigrant ancestry themselves, dismiss this

generation and regard them as foreign.

Open intolerance has not always been the guiding policy.

France for generations "...received the political outcasts

of repressive Continental regimes, and Paris...was... for

emigres a political Mecca where their revolutionary faith

could be kept alight."t1 7 9 The same can not be said in 1993.

The once wide open doors have now been sealed shut.

I'79Michael R. Marrus, The Unwanted (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1985): 145.

81



As J. Barou states:

There is therefore a paradox in the policies of the
French state with regard to minority groups, n...o are
both invited to merge into the national fabric :y
renouncing their attachment to origins, yet -.nho are
also the object of particuiarist designations '..ith
W.hich :hey are suDsequently reproacned.-

France, in addition to other European nations, -'

7onfronted with a serious immigration dilemma which requiras

a viable solution. Europe of the 21st century faces new

risks: "ethnic, fundamental, nationalist conflicts, unequal

_istribut-_on cf wealth and migration requiring new policies

and new forms of co-operation."'

A major problem in Europe is the urban concentration of

immigrants which sparks the resentment of the native

population... •2 "...The presence of foreigners draws out

nationalist passions and racial hatred.",1 83 French

nationalists regard immigrants as responsible for high

unemployment, overburdened government services and increased

crime and drug trafficking. Although the vast majority of

' 80Maxim Silverman, Deconstructina the Nation (London:
Routledge, 1992): 103.

:9 Alasdair Stewart, "Migrants, Minorities and Security in
Europe," in Conflict Studies 252 (London: The Research Institute
for the Study of Conflict and Terrorism, June 1992): 23.

82 Ibid., 24.
S3 James F. Hollifield, Immigrants, Markets and States, op.

cit.: preface.
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immigrants perform jobs which are regarded as beneath the

native population or too low paying, zhey are the

Predominate target for what ails a nation.

n '993, 7urooe %.;as :o become a union. :nstead, e acn

nation state wants to resist its change into a multicultural

frontier-free "melting-pot" communitv.'-' Events insoired

n the name of nationalism serve as grim remainders of:-'-_ S

ur'i. These current examples of rampant nationalism have

provided democracies will a harsh reality check.

Tony Judt articulates with precision zhe French dilemma:

History has made the choice on France's behalf -

simply is a multicultural society, and the real
choice it faces is this: either to find a way to
understand this domestic variety as French and to
incorporate it as such into the nation; or else
morbidly to await the foreseeable outcome of its
failure to do so.'85

He additionally asserts that

If they cannot find some way to adapt republican
values to the needs of different sorts of residents,
people who fit none of the old categories and are
none the less citizens of France, the French may
discover that they have overcome their centuries-
long exceptionalism and brought together the two
strands of their bifurcated "roman national," only
to slip with no more grace than their less fortunate
neighbours into a common European nightmare.' 86

:B4Alasdair Stewart, "Migrants, Minorities and Security in
Europe," op. cit.: 25.

:31Tony Judt, "Chauvin and his heirs," TLS, 9 July 1993, 12.

'26Ibid.
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The current wave of French nationalism serves to remind

'as that no nation is devoid of nationalist tendencies. --et

some nations are more apt than others to fall orev - .

:.4uI:icuituraiism is not the absolute solution to :he current

French polemic. A resolution is only apparent from within.

Firs-, the French past illustrates a nationalist trend from

1789 to the present. The French must counter impulses that

°,:ould repeat history. Second, the new ethnicall mixed

_.eration of French citizens, represented in the second

generation and Beurs, must gain political and popular

strength. Until that time, they will not be regarded as

French, but as the enemy from within, essentially an

adversary. Jacob Burckhardt's commentary applies:

The extermination of the adversary then appears to the
demented eye the only salvation. Nor shall sons and
heirs remain behind: "the venom dies with the
serpent. "'8

"87Jacob Burckhardt, Reflections on History, op. cit.: 236.
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