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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the stability curves for and steady state wave-

forms in a helium filled prime mover for both the fundamental and second modes. The pre-

dicted and measured stability limits are in reasonable agreement for both modes at most

mean pressures. There is, however, evidence that the stability of one mode is affected by

the presence of the other. It is also observed that one mode can suppress the other. Mea-

surements were also made on a prime mover modified such that the fundamental mode was

selectively inhibited. Results indicate that the reduced fundamental amplitude allows the

stability curve for the second mode to extend into the regions where the fundamental mode

previously dominated. This produces a region where both modes are simultaneously excit-

ed. Analysis of the waveforms show that the resulting oscillations are quasiperiodic.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The transition to onset of self-oscillation in thermoacoustic prime movers can be

considered in terms of the transition from a stable state to an unstable state. The stable state,

below onset, is one for which the prime mover as a whole has a net positive damping. Any

oscillations excited in a prime mover below onset decay in time. The behavior of prime

movers below onset has been the topic of previous investigations. [Refs. 1-31 The unstable

state, above onset, is one for which the damping is negative. Oscillations at the resonance

frequency initially exhibit exponential growth in amplitude. Eventually steady state is

obtained and the growth rate is zero. The steady state acoustic pressure amplitude is

typically on the order of 10% or more of ambient pressure.

An extensive series of investigations on the behavior of a simple prime mover

(although they didn't call it that) wa.i conducted by Yazaki, et al. [Refs. 4-6] Their prime

mover consisted of a symmetric stainless steel U-shaped tube (inner radius 1.2 - 4.7 mm,

length 1.5 m and greater) with two small pressure transducers affixed at both closed ends.

The cold section was immersed into the cold reservoir whose temperature was adjusted by

a continuous flow of cold helium gas. The warm part was maintained at room temperature

(293 K). They investigated both the limits of stability of their system as well as the highly

nonlinear nature of the oscillations above onset. They discovered a wealth of complex

behavior, including phase locking, mode competition, quasiperiodicity and chaos.

We have undertaken a similar investigation on a practical prime mover. In particular,

we have concentrated on the excitation of the second longitudinal mode of the prime mover



and the simultaneous excitation of both the fundamental and second modes The region of

two mode excitation in practical prime mover has received little attention previously

In Chapter II, the theory used to calculated the onset conditions is discussed in Section

A. Section B contains a brief description of techniques for analyzing periodic and

quasiperiodic waveforms. Experimental apparatus and procedure are discussed in Chap.

III, followed by observations, results and discussions in Chap. IV. The last chapter will

present a summary and recommendations.
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II. THEORY

There are two aspects of this thesis. The first is investigating the stability curve for the

fundamental and second modes of a prime mover. The important parameters for this study

are the temperature difference req-1ired for onset ATonset and the mean gas pressure in the

prime mover Pr. Prediction of the stability curves is discussed in Sect. A. The second

aspect is the investigation of the nature of the acoustic oscillations in the unstable regions

of the parameter space. Techniques for analyzing these oscillations are discussed in Sect. B.

A. PREDICTION OF ONSET PARAMETERS

As depicted in Figure 1, the basic prime mover construction can be decomposed into

five major sections: the ambient duct, the ambient heat exchanger, the prime mover stack,

the hot heat exchanger, and the hot duct. We can evaluate the performance of prime movers

and predict onset parameters in term of quality factor Q as discussed by Atchely and Lin

[Refs. 1, 2]. The reader should refer to Ref. I and 2 for a full explanation. Only the

important aspects will be deliberated here.

The quality factor Q of a resonator is defined as 21r times the ratio of the energy stored

in the resonator to the energy dissipated per cycle. Thus, I Q can be expressed as

1 EI _ ( 1)
Q oEsr

E is the total dissipated acoustic power. Es. denotes the stored energy. Both E and EsT are

second order in the acoustic amplitude. co is the angular frequency. We use the reciprocal

3
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Figure 1 - Diagram of the basic prime mover configuration and mean temperature

distribution.
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of quality factor, since I Q is proportional to the acoustic power output of the prime mover

and it will converge to zero at onset rather than diverge to infinity as does 0.

The analysis used in Ref. I calculates 1 Q based on thermoacoustic theory 1 Ois a

function of the prime mover geometry, the thermophysical properties of the gas, Pm and

AT Below onset 1/Q is positive. At onset 1/Q is zero Above onset 1/0 is negative For a

given prime mover geometry and gas type, the temperature difference ATrequired for onset

ATonset is a function of ambient pressure Pm A plot OfATonset vs. P)m defines the so calied

stability curve for a prime mover An example is shown in Fig. 2. In order for self-sustained

oscillations to exist, both the control parameters Pm and ATonset must lie within the unstable

regions. This means that, for example, for a relative low mean gas pressure Pr, the

temperature difference AT must be relatively high to reach onset. There are two reversible

processes (isothermal and adiabatic processes) corresponding to the stability limits of

prime mover. At the left branch of the stability curve, at extremely low gas pressure, the

thermal boundary layer is big and the oscillations tend toward being isothermal. At high

pressure, the thermal boundary layer is small and the oscillations tend toward being

adiabatic. No heat flux is created in the isothermal or adiabatic reversible processes.
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Fig. 2 - Theoretical stability curves for the fundamental and second modes
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B. QUASIPERIODIC AND CHAOTIC STATES

In this thesis we will investigate the steady-state oscillations of the prime mover at

different points in the (Po, AT) parameter space. Because the high amplitude behavior can

be highly nonlinear, we will use some methods developed for studying nonlinear dynamical

systems In particular, we will determine the phase portraits of the acoustic oscillations

Analysis of phase portraits allows one to distinguish among periodic, quasiperiodic and

chaotic oscillations.

The phase portraits are constructed from digitized samples x (t ) of the continuous

acoustic pressure waveform x( ). Here the subscript i indicates that x is sampled at

discrete times. There are several possible combinations of independent variables that can

be used to construct phase portraits. [Ref. 7] We choose two. One is to plot x (t, ) vs

x (t, ) , where x (, ) is the time derivative of x (, ) . x (t, ) is computed according to

(x (t) -x (t ) )) / (It -t_-). The other phase portrait is constructed as x ( t,.,) vs

x (1, ) . In either case periodic oscillations are characterized by forming closed loops in

phase space. As time goes on, the phase space trajectory traces over the same loop cycle

after cycle. Quasiperiodic oscillations, on other hand, never repeat the same phase space

trajectory.

7



II!. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

We will measure ATonset of the fundamental and second modes of the prime mover as

a function of P,. The acoustic stability curves can be Gi.ermined from these measurements.

Selected output signal waveforms are also analyzed.

The experimental apparatus consists of the following four parts: the prime mover in

which the acoustic oscillations are thermally induced, the gas pressure control system

which regulates helium gas pressure in the resonator, the temperature control system for

producing and maintaining the temperature gradient across the prime mover stack, and the

data acquisition system that displays, digitizes and records the output signals. These four

parts are discussed in Section A 1, 2, 3, 4 respectively and schematically shown in Fig. 3.

The experimental procedur and data acquisition are described in Section B.

A. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS

1. The Prime Mover

As depicted in Figure 1, the prime mover construction can be mainly decomposed

into five major sections: the ambient duct, the ambient heat exchanger, the prime mover

stack, the hot heat exchanger, and the hot duct. These sections are briefly described below.

The reader is referred to Refs. 1, 2 and 3 for a complete description.

a The Ambient Duct, Ambient Heat Exchanger

The ambient duct is an 88.1 1-cm-long, 3.82-cm-i.d. (inner diameter) copper

tube. One end is flanged. A brass end cap is bolted to the flange and holds a piezoresistive,

8
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high intensity microphone. The ambient heat exchanger is mounted in the ambient heat

exchanger container and is comprised of two stacks of parallel plates Each stack is

comprised of twenty five, 1.02-cm-long, 0.045-cm-thick copper plates. The ambient heat

exchanger container is soldered to one end of the ambient duct. A water jacket surrounds

the ambient heat exchanger container.

b. The Prime Mover Stack

The prime mover stack is a cylindrical stainless steel shell filled with thirty

five, 3.50-cm-long, 0.028-cm-thick, stainless steel plates spaced by about 0.077 cm. One

end of the stack is soldered to the ambient heat exchanger container, such that the stack and

ambient heat exchanger are in contact.

c. The Hot Duct and Hot Heat Exchanger

The hot duct of the prime mover is constructed from a 5.50-cm-long nickel

tube with the same inner diameter as the ambient duct's. The hot heat exchanger is similar

to the ambient heat exchanger except the plates are nickel and are 0.762 cm long. The hot

heat exchanger is welded to both the hot duct and the stack. The other end of the hot duct

is rigidly capped. The cap has a hole drilled at the center for accommodating a

thermocouple probe. A type K thermocouple is inserted through the hole in hot duct,

making contact with the hot heat exchanger. It is used for sensing the temperature of hot

heat exchanger.

2. The Pressure Control System

The mean gas pressure in the prime mover is one of our control parameters. It

ranges from 100 kPa to 540 kPa in our experiment. Because the performance of this prime

t0



mover is strictly dependent upon the purity of the helium gas, before we start our

experiment, we evacuate and pressurize the prime mover several times to ensure that the

helium gas in the chamber is not contaminated by ambient air. A precise value of gas

pressure is obtained by the adjustment of the gas flow rate through a regulator and several

needle valves. The pressure is monitored with an Omega PX304-300AV pressure

transducer. The dc voltage reading of the pressure transducer is displayed by a HP-3478A

multimeter.

3. The Temperature Control System

The heat source for the prime mover is an Omega Engineering HBA Model

202040 heater powered by a 115 volt, 60 Hz, GR Type 100-Q adjustable transformer. The

hot duct and hot heat exchanger assembly is firmly wrapped by heater coils and surrounded

with an insulating jacket to reduce the heat loss to the room. The ambient heat exchanger

is surrounded by a waterjacket. Water from a Neslab Model RET-I 10 constant temperature

bath is circulated through the jacket and through plastic tubing which is wrapped around

the ambient duct. The bath provides a continuous flow of room temperature water to

maintain a uniform temperature (approximately 20 'C).

A type K thermocouple is in contact with the hot heat exchanger to sense the

temperature of the hot assembly. Three type E thermocouples are glued to the top, middle,

and bottom, respectively, of the ambient section of the prime mover to sense the

temperature distribution along the ambient assembly. The outputs of these four

thermocouples are read with a Keithley 740 System scanning thermometer.

11



4. Data Acquisition System

When the prime mover reaches onset, the acoustic signal is detected by an

ENDEVCO Model 85 l0B-5 piezoresistive pressure transducer located in the ambient end

cap. DC pressure differences are equalized through a 0 0102-cm-i d., high impedance

capillary tube. The linear pressure response range of the transducer is ±34.48 kPa The

output signal from the transducer is amplified by an AM502 differential amplifier and then

sent to a Kikusui COS6100A oscilloscope, HP 3561A dynamical signal analyzer, and

Nicolet Pro30 digital oscilloscope for signal displaying and data recording purposes.

B. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE AND DATA ACQUISITION

The prime mover chamber was pressurized with the desired gas pressure which

ranged from 100 kPa to 540 kPa at intervals of 20 kPa. The uncertainty of this control

parameter is approximately ±_ 1%.

The ambient duct of the prime mover was maintained at near 293 K by circulating

preset temperature water through the water jacket of the ambient heat exchanger and water

pipe. Temperatures at the hot end could be varied continuously from 293 K to 560 K.

Furthermore, for obtaining a more homogeneous temperature distribution along the

ambient end, the RET-i 10 temperature control bath's preset temperature was decreased as

the temperature of the heater was increased to maintain the room-temperature requirement.

When the prime mover reached onset, the values of two control parameters Pm and ATonse,

were recorded for further data analysis. This procedure was repeated until the control

parameters reached their maximum limits.

12



In order to analyze the steady state oscillations, selected waveforms were recorded via

Nicolet Pro30 digital oscilloscope. The samples contained 20000 points recorded at 50 Ps

per point.

13



IV. OBSERVATIONS, RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

This chapter is divided into two sections. In Sec. A, we will present the stability

curves. In Sec. B, we will analyze the representative waveforms.

A. THE STABILITY CURVES

The stability curves for the fundamental and second modes of the prime mover are

shown in Fig. 4. The o's indicate the measured onset conditions for the fundamental mode.

The *'s indicate the measured onset conditions for the second mode. The +'s indicate the

onset conditions for the fundamental mode, after the second mode is above onset. These

last data points were obtained by fixing AT and increasing P,,. We estimate that the maxi-

mum error is ±_5 K for ATo,,se, and ±1I to 2% for Pmo. The solid lines are interpolations of

the data. The dashed and dash-dot lines are the theoretical stability curve for the funda-

mental and second modes, respectively, based on the analysis from Ref. 1. It is seen that

the predicted and measured stability limits are in reasonable agreement for the fundamen-

tal mode at most mean pressures. The predicted trend for the second mode is consistent

with the measurements, yet the predicted values of ATonset are higher than those mea-

sured. These results are generally consistent with those reported in Ref 1.

There are, however, two more interesting aspects of Fig. 4. The first is that the slope

of the stability curve for the fundamental is positive when the second mode is excited.

(These points are represented by the +'s.) The predicted slope of the stability curve at low

pressures is negative. It is not completely surprising that the slope is different than that

predicted because the theoretical curves do not take into account the presence of other

14
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Figure 4 - The stability curves for the fundamental and second modes of a helium
filled prime mover.
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modes. Apparently the presence of the second mode does, in fact, affect the stability of the

fundamental. Note that the slope of the measured low pressure stability limit of the second

mode is negative, as predicted. Also note that the second mode is the only one present in

this region. In other word, there is no other mode present to interfere with it. One possible

interaction is that the presence of the second mode alters the temperature distribution in

the stack significantly, so that AT is unrepresentative of the actual conditions in the stack.

Another possible explanation is that there is nonlinear mode competition between the fun-

damental and second mode. When the second mode is present, it has the advantage over

the fundamental well into the region where the fundamental should be unstable. The be-

havior of the stability curve of the fundamental at low pressures shows that below approx-

imately 140 kPa, the fundamental mode will never be excited, regardless of how high AT

becomes. This result was unexpected.

That one mode can suppress the other is in fact observed and is the second interesting

aspect of Fig. 4 mentioned above. The measured stability curve for the second mode does

not extend to the right of the intersection with that of the fundamental. In other words, we

never observe onset of the second mode once the fundamental is excited. We used two

methods to search for second mode onset. In one, we fixed the mean pressure and increase

ATup to a maximum value of approximately 550 K, well above that which should be re-

quired for second mode onset. In the other, we fixed ATand increased P.. In neither case

could we see second mode onset.

Equally interesting is what happens to the second mode when the fundamental mode

reaches onset. To use a specific example, if AT is set to 450 K and Pm is increased from

zero, the second mode reaches onset at a pressure of approximately 115 kPa. As P. is in-

16



creased further, the amplitude of the second mode increases. When the mean pressure

reaches approximately 150 kPa, we see the fundamental mode begin to grow. For a brief

period, both modes are simultaneously excited with the amplitude of the fundamental in-

creasing and that of the second mode decreasing. Soon the second mode is completely

gone and only the fundamental is left. Further increase of Pm only results in the growth of

the fundamental. The second mode never comes back, even though it should be unstable.

To investigate this behavior further, we decided to selectively inhibit the fundamen-

tal mode, without affecting the second. This is accomplished by inserting a disc in the

prime mover at the location of the velocity antinode of the fundamental mode. The 3.13-

mm thick brass disc has a 18.33-mm diameter hole in the center. The idea is that the re-

duced cross section presents a significant flow impedance to the fundamental mode, there-

by raising its ATonset. But, because the disc is at near the velocity node of the second

mode, the second mode onset conditions will be affected very little. By inhibiting the fun-

damental, the fundamental's influence on the second mode should be diminished.

The stability curves for the modified prime mover are shown in Fig 5. Two points are

immediately evident. First, the stability curve for the fundamental shifts towards higher

ATand Pm with the disc present. This point is illustrated in Fig. 6 which shows the stabili-

ty curves for the fundamental mode with and without the disc. In addition to shifting the

stability curve, the disc also results in a much lower fundamental amplitude. This appar-

ently allows the second mode to dominate over the fundamental to a larger extent, as indi-

cated by region II occupying more parameter space in Fig. 5 than in Fig. 4. Second, the

stability curve for the second mode now extends into the region where the fundamental

mode previously dominated. The reduced fundamental amplitude apparently prohibits it

17
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from dominating the second mode. In the region labeled III, both modes are simultaneous-

ly excited.

B. ANALYSIS OF WAVEFORMS

We recorded waveforms for the modified prime mover at ATequal to 450 K and mean

gas pressure of 150, 240 and 440 kPa. These parameters place us in regions I, II and Ill of

Fig 5. The waveforms, spectra and phase portraits are shown in Figs. 7 - 9.

The point (P,, AT) = (150 kPa, 450 K) lies in region II, where only the second mode

is unstable. The waveform (Fig. 7a) shows a period of approximately I ms. The spectrum

(Fig. 7b) shows the first harmonic of the signal is at 998.5±0.6 Hz. The other peaks are

harmonics of 998.5 Hz. The phase portraits (Fig. 7c) attests to the periodic nature of the

oscillations. The phase traces the same trajectory cycle after cycle, the scatter being due to

noise. This point is illustrated by the fact that the solid line which connects the first 100

points of the data and the dots which represent the first 1500 points cover essentially the

same area. Similar behavior is observed at the point (440 kPa, 450 K) which lies in region

I. The main difference is that in this region only the fundamental mode is excited. The

amplitude of this signal (Fig. 8a) is much snmaller than that in Fig. 7 and so the signal is

noisier. The spectrum (Fig. 8b) indicates that the first harmonic is at 482.2±0.6 Hz. The

phase portrait (Fig. 8c), although showing more scatter due to poorer signal to noise ratio,

shows that the waveform is again periodic. The first 100 and the first 1500 points occupy

the same area.

The situation is different at the point (240 kPa, 450 K) in region III. In this region both

modes are excited simultaneously. This is indicated by a sample of the steady state

20
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at P.. 440 kPa and AT 450 K.
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waveform (Fig. 9a) and its spectrum (Fig. 9b). The lowest frequency peak, at 484.0±0.6

Hz, corresponds to the fundamental mode; the second peak, at 996.1±0.6 Hz, corresponds

to the second mode. Higher harmonics of both modes are also present. Because the

fundamental and second modes are not harmonic, the combination is not periodic. It is

quasiperiodic. This point is illustrated by the phase portrait (Fig. 9c). The first 100 points

trace out a curve with an inner and outer loop. The two loops indicate to the presence of

two modes. However, the next 1400 points do not trace over the same area. They fill in the

area bounded within some well defined limits. This indicates that the oscillations never

exactly repeat. They are not periodic. This behavior is in contrast to that exhibited by the

two previous waveforms, which, except for scatter due to noise, trace over the same path

cycle after cycle.

The quasiperiodic nature of the oscillations is demonstrated better in Fig. 9d. This

graph shows more of the waveform displayed in Fig. 9a. The evidence of the

quasiperiodicity is the appearence of an amplitude modulation. This modulation is the

result of the addition of the two incommensurate frequencies. The time interval between

maxima of the envelop is equal to ' / (fV - 2f 1), which is 36 ms for 484 and 996 Hz. The

measured period is 36 ms.

Finally, we want to show the difference in the behavior of the modified and

unmodified prime mover. Figures 10 - 12 show the waveforms, spectra and phase portraits

for approximately the same three points in parameter space for the unmodified prime-

mover. The stability curve for this case is shown in Fig. 4. One obvious difference is that

the amplitude of the oscillation is much larger. The waveforms are highly nonlinear,

especially at the point (440 kPa, 450 K). The first mode dominates at all the points. The
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phase portraits, although convoluted, indicate that the signals are periodic This conclusion

is also borne out by the observations discussed previously in which the second mode

although excited initially is extinguished as the fundamental mode grows. The use of a

series of discs with progressively larger holes and progressively larger fundamental

amplitudes might be useful in studying this effect in more detail.
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V. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A. SUMMARY

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the stability curves and steady state

waveforms of a helium filled prime mover. We measured the stability curves for both the

fundamental and second modes. The agreement between the predicted and measured

stability limits is within a few percent for the fundamental mode at most mean pressures.

The predicted trend for the second mode is also consistent with the measurements, although

the predicted value of ATonse, is consistently higher than that measured. A more interesting

aspect of the measurements is that the stability of one mode is affected by the presence of

the other. In fact, the stability curve of the fundamental at low pressures shows that below

approximately 140 kPa, the fundamental mode will never be excited, regardless of how

high AT becomes. This unexpected conclusion is in contradiction to predictions and is

apparently due to the fact that the second mode is above onset in this region of parameter

space.

It is also observed that one mode can suppress the other. The measured stability curve

for the second mode does not extend to the right of the intersection with that of the

fundamental. In other words, we never observe onset of the second mode once the

fundamental is excited. Equally interesting is what happens to the second mode when the

fundamental mode reaches onset. We observe a brief period where both modes are

simultaneously excited with the amplitude of the fundamental increasing and that of the

second mode decreasing. Soon the second mode is completely gone and only the

36



fundamental is left. Further increase of Pm only results in the growth of the fundamental.

The second mode never comes back, even though it should be unstable.

To investigate this behavior further, we decided to selectively inhibit the fundamental

mode, without affecting the second. This is accomplished by inserting a disc in the prime

mover at the location of the velocity antinode of the fundamental mode. Measurements of

the modified prime mover show that the stability curve for the second mode now extends

into the region where the fundamental mode previously dominated. There is also a region

where both modes are simultaneously excited. Analysis of the waveforms show that the

resulting oscillations are quasiperiodic.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of this thesis point to several areas for further work. First, there is need for

a model that accurately predicts the stability curves by accounting for the interaction

between modes. Also, measurements of the stability curves in parameter regions where

both modes exist may prove to be a useful testbed for various thermoacoustics models.

Finally, a more extensive investigation of (P,, AI) parameter space may reveal regions of

more complex behavior such as chaos. Such a study may lead to novel applications

regarding control of oscillations in prime movers.
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