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deployment in January 1991, through combat in February, to
redeployment in June 1991, the experiences of the 4th Battalion,
67th Armor in Desert Shield and Desert Storm illustrate the
multiplicity of missions which are demanded by contingency
operations. These missions were not limited to combat operations,
but included support of units moving into theater, security,
humanitarian assistance, peacekeeping, and civic action missions.
The battalion's operations in Southwest Asia in 1991 provide
insights into the tasks and competencies demanded during force
projection into a distant theater, as well as other tactical

lessons applicable to task force operations.

BACKGROUND

In the time frame of Desert Shield and Desert Storm the 4th
Battalion, 67th Armor was an M1Al heavy armor tank battalion
assigned to the 3d Brigade of the 3d Armored Division.
Geographically located since 1956 in Friedberg, a small town 30
kilometers north of Frankfurt, Germany, the battalion had
undergone unit designation and assignment
changes due to the changing practices of the
Combat Arms Regimental System and the
restructuring of the Army in Europe. The
battalion's nickname, "The Bandits," and its
unofficial crest, the grinning skull, are
holdovers from its designation from 1956 to

1986 as 1lst Battalion, 32d Armor.

Organizationally, the 4-67 Armor was a
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1. 5§ - 28 Jan

2. 29 Jan - 17 Feb
3. 18 - 23 Feb
3-4. 24 - 28 Feb
4. 29 Feb - 17 Nar

Saudi Arabia

5. 18 - 31 Mar

6. 1 - 17 Apr

7. 18 Apr - 7 llay

8. 7 - 13 HNay Mep 1. Dates and Locations for

9. 13 May - 16 Jun 4th Battalion, 67th Armor
in Southwest Asis - 1991.

10. 17 - 19 Jun

linking up with guides the battalion was moved to Al Khobar Towers
in Dhahran, an immense housing area given to the US by the Saudi

government as a troop billet. When the battalion arrived Al
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for the navigation devices, and fire support information.
Execution by task force SOP was the only way to accomplish the
mission with minimum confusion. By first light the task force was
prepared to execute its mission.

To the east, on the front line with 2d Brigade, the fighting
had died down during the night. Colonel Goff had collocated his
combat vehicle with that of Colonel Bob Higgins, the 2d Brigade

commander, and was making final coordination for lanes, guides,
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Note: Not all phase lines shown
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against any Iraqi units that could be found. Combat operations

officially ceased at 0800 hours local time, with the task force 20

kilometers inside Kuwait, having moved and attacked 240 kilometers

52


























































































