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ABSTRACT

AMERICAN PRISONERS OF JAPAN: DID RANK HAVE ITS PRIVILEGE? by
Major Michael A. (Buffone) Zarate, USA, 241 pages.

This thesis examines the story of American POWs held by the
Japanese in WWII to see if there were significant differences

in treatment based on rank. It examines how the Japanese treated
the prisoners according to international law and also
distinctions made by the officers themselves simply because

of higher rank.

The thesis begins by discussing the historical framework for

POW rank distinctions ty looking at past wars and the development
of rank distinctions in international rules. It then covers

the American WWII POW experience in the Far East from Bataan

and Corregidor to the war's end.

Special emphasis is placed on distinctions made in food, housing,
pay, medical care, camp administration, work requirements, escape
opportunities, transportation, leadership problems, and overall
death rates.

The study concludes that there were significant differences

in treatment based on rank. These differences caused extremely
high enlisted death rates during the first year of captivity.
The officers fared worse as a group, however, because the
Japanese held them in the Philippines until late 1944 because
international rules prevented the Japanese from using officers
in Japan's labor camps. During shipment to Japan many officers
died when the unmarked transport ships were sunk by advancing
American forces.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

A few short hours after American naval forces were bombed
at Pearl Harbor, Japanese planes attacked U.S. airfields and
military installations throughout tlhe Philippine Islands. Three
days later forces of the Japanese army, Commanded by General
Masaharu Homma, began landing at various locations on Luzon.

I the next six months Nipponese forces swept through the Pacific
islar .s like an immense, unstoppable tidal wave, leaving
thousands of Japanese soldiers in its wake.1

In the Philippines, General Douglas MacArthur initiated
War Plan Orange-3, a plan that called for a delaying action
and withdrawal of U.S. and Filipino force: into the Bataan
peninsula until reinforcements arrived from the United'States.
They never came. General MacArthur, vowing to return, removed
his headquarters to Australia and transfered command of the
Philippine forces to Major General Jonathan Wainwright on 12
March 1942.2

Within four months American resistance on Luzon was

crushed. Less than one month later, after intense and merciless

bombardment from air, land, and sea, mighty Corregidor fell



and the Stars and Stripes was torn down and replaced by the
stark, burning reality of the Rising Sun.

General MacArthur's promised return would not come foi
thirty months and during that time many thousands of American
and Filipino prisoners died. The total number of Americans
captured or interned in the Pacific theater of operations during

3 The bulk of them were

WWII has been estimated at 34,648.
captured at the fall of the Philippines. The military forces
captured on the Philippines provide a unique cross-section of
American POWs. This is because they included members from all
iranks and services arrayed in near-normal proportions of officers
to enlisted men.

While American prisoners in the Pacific theater
represented only twenty-seven percent of the total number of
Americans captured during the war in all theaters, they made
up an appalling ninety-two percent of the total who died while
in captivity. Stated another way, almost four out of ten
American POWs in the Far East did not come home alive. Nine
out of ten Americans held by the Germans returned.4

Two books written by American POWs in the Far East
generated the interest for this thesis. Both books are titled

Of Rice and Men. Both cover in great detail the brutal

experiences of Americans held prisoner by the Japanese from
the Death March of Bataan until Japan's unconditional surrender
three and one-half years later. One book was written by an

officer and the other by a sergeant. Their perspectives,



although similar in chronology, were quite different in
substance.

The research question for this thesis is: Was there
a significant comparative difference in the treatment of officers
and enlisted persons as prisoners of war in the Pacific Theater
of World War II?

The thesis will begin by examining the historical basis
for differing treatment of officers and enlisted persons in
peace and war and see what rank distinctions existed in past
treatment of POWs.

The thesis will then analyze the international rules
in existence at the beginning of WWII which established differing
treatment standards for officers and enlisted persons and see
what changes were made to international POW rules and guidelines
following WWII because of differing treatment standards.

A large portion of the thesis will seek to determine
how and why American officer and enlisted prisoners may have
been treated differently under the Japanese in WWII.

One major area to be examined is the gquantity or quality
of food provided or obtained for officers and enlisted persons.
A related area will be examined to see if there was a difference
in POW pay received or personal money retained between officers
&nd enlisted persons and what effect these factors might have
had on chances for survival.

The thesis will also try to determine if officers and

enlisted persons were punished differently by the Japanese for



infractions of their rules and also see what standards of
discipline the Americans established themselves, who administered
the discipline, and if it had any impact on survival.

The thesis will examine any differences in opportunities
for escape between officers and enlisted persons and see what
impact leadership had on attempting escape.

The housing of POWsS will be looked at to see if officers
and enlisted persons were housed separately and how housing
conditions might have affected captivity. Special emphasis
will also be placed on the effect of officers having to act
as negotiators between the Japanese and the enlisted prisoners.

Other areas to be looked at include any distinctions
in medical treatment and availability of medicines for officers
over enlisted persons and seeing if differing methods and timing
of transporting prisoners had any special impact on the POWs.

The thesis will also look at the differences in work
requirements for officers and enlisted persons and see what
impact the work environment had on chances for survival.

Another factor that will be examined is the existence
of any peculiar leadership problems caused by differing treatment
standards which might not have existed otherwise.

The thesis will attempt to analyze any known differences
in death rates for officers versus enlisted to see if there
was a link between death rates and variations in treatment which
cannot be attributed to normal factors such as age, training,

religion, marital status and so forth.



The fluid, non-linear nature of é%rfare predicted in
Army Field Manual 100-5 for future battles will almost certainly
result in Americans becoming prisoners. t

Established and recognized differences have always
existed between officers and enlisted persrns. Many of these
differences may be based on traditions established when it was
believed that officers were commissioned flom nobility and
soldiers from the poor and uneducated massls.s

These traditional roles developed into the formal legal
requirements of the Uniform Code of Military Justice and various
military regulations which outline distinct differences in
authority, responsibility and courtesy between officer and
enlisted persons. These legal distinctions, though perhaps
different from previous codes and unwritten rules, still allow
many social, educational and professional class separations
to remain even while the gulf between enlisted persons and
officers may be narrower than ever before.

It has long been recognized that as rank and
responsibility increase, military personnel usually receive
increased pay, benefits, authority and prestige. Perguisites
and prerogatives are a recognized form of rewarding those who
are successfully climbing their organizational ladders - be
they civilian or military. The term, "Rank Has its Privileges,"
is universally recognized by officers and enlisted persons in
all services. It generally describes what our military society

accepts and expects for its progressing leaders. The fringe



benefits that accompany positions of higher rank and
responsibility may serve to signal to all the status attained
and deference required of the position now occupied.

Very few would question that an officer needs absolute
authority, and should feel responsibility, in order to maintain
good order and discipline in demanding combat conditions. Lawful
orders must be obeyed quickly to ensure the mission is
accomplished properly and with the least amount of friendly
casualties. Subordinates of all ranks trust that their leaders
are technically and tactically proficient and able to make sound
decisions under pressure. To accomplish these objectives,
officers are ¢iren the same authority in peace that they must
have in war. With this authority comes a tremendous
responcibility to care for the assets placed in the leader's
hands. This not only includes millions of dollars of
sophisticated equipment, but also the asset given Lo the leader
by the mothers and fathers of our country - their sons and
daughters.

Distinctions in rank, with accompanying benefits, are
necessary for good order and discipline in units during peace
and war. They are a functional necessity that the organization
needs in order to meet its missions. However, these distinctions
may not transfer so easily when service members become prisoners
of war. When service persons are taken prisoner they are often
separated into various groups. These groups are usually

organized by rank, citizenship, race, sex, branches of service,



or organizational duties. An example of the latter were the
German Stalags for ground forces prisoners and Oflags for Air
Corps prisoners. In most cases, unit distinctions break down
very quickly and enlisted prisoners do not always find themselves
being led by those who commanded them prior to surrender. The
authority of the officers in these situations is based on rank
alone and not necessarily by a formal assumption of command
order or a recognized chain of command. Military members are
trained to defer to any higher rank, but unit cohesion and
integrity often cause service persons to give lesser regard
to officers outside their specific branch of service or skill.

While the conditions of combat are often brutal, and
officers make life-and-death decisions for their subordinates,
service personnel still have a measure of freedom and are not
entirely dependent on their leaders for their well-being and
survival. If they feel themselves being taken advantage of
or being unlawfully repressed, they can seek assistance from
higher commanders to solve their problems. Prisoners of war,
on the other hand, have no immediate legal recourse beyond the
senior officer in the camp. Distinctions in rank, if used to
the advantage of the person most senior, can translate to life
for some and death for others on the battlefield or in a prison
camp.

The purpose of this thesis is to examine any differences
in treatment between enlisted and officer POWs held by the

Japanese in WWII and determine if these distinctions had any



major impact on the prisoners. The study will cover not only
distinctions required of the Japanese under international law,
but also distinctions allowed by the officers themselves by
virtue of higher rank. By doing this, it is hoped that this
thesis will allow military and civilian leaders a greater insight
into how existing rules, codes, and conventions might affect
the treatment of future prisoners of war. It is also hoped
that this study will illuminate how officer and enlisted
prisoners have responded in the past, and will likely respond
in the future, to the difficult leadership challenges POWs have
to face.

Some assumptions will be necessary in this work. This
thesis will focus on all American military persons taken prisoner
by the Japanese in the Pacific theater of operations from the
attack on Pearl Harbor until the war ended. It is assumed that
the prisoners taken at the surrender of the Philippines were
already suffering from disease and malnutrition when captured.
It is assumed that Americans taken prisoner later in the war
were predominantly from the U.S. Army Air Corps and therefore
contained a higher percentage of officers. It is also assumed
that most prisoners taken after the surrender of the Philippines
were in better physical condition at the time of capture than
prisoners taken earlier. It is assumed that prisoners captured
later in the war fared better than earlier POWs because they
avoided the Death March and the disease-infested camps on the

Philippines. The duration of their confinement was shorter



and it is possible that those captured later were treated better
as the Japanese realized they were losing the war. These
assumptions should not alter the nature of how officer and
enlisted prisoners were treated throughout the duration of the
war - only the results of any differing treatment.

The term, "Prisoner of War," will be used in this thesis
to describe all military persons held captive by the Japanese
from the attack on Pearl Harbor to the war's end. The actual
definition "prisoner of war" is a legal term which is very broad
and includes civilians. While many civilians (men and women)
suffered alongside military persons, their story will not be
covered in this work. The distinction in the mind of the
Japanese soldier between an "honorable prisoner of war" aad
a "detainee" was based on a strict military code which evolved
from the historic Code of Bushido. This became a critical issue
immediately after the fall of the Philippines and will be covered
in this thesis.

There are certain limitations on this study. Officers
and enlisted members may have unique perspectives on their
conditions as prisoners of war. Senior officers were often
separated from enlisted members in different camps. Because
of this, their differing treatment standards may not have been
readily apparent to them - it will have to be deduced from their
writings. Statistical information varies widely due to the
confusion over the numbers of prisoners actually captured early

in the war and those who died in the defense of the Philippines.



Additionally, the records were kept by prisone:zs in harsh
conditions under trying circumstances. These records may have
been produced under duress and in some cases falsified to satisfy
Japanese requirements.6 Because of this, exact statements of
fact based on these records are not always possibla.
Nevertheless, they should establish parameters and trends.
Finally, the distinctions in rank between officers and enlisted
persons which may have resulted in differing treatment standards
for prisoners of war needs to be evaluated against the social
background of the period and not by current standards.

This thesis will cover only American military prisoners
of war held by the Japanese throughout the Far East during WWII.
Some comparative information may be included on how the Japanese
treated officers and enlisted prisoners from other countries
to determine if treatment standards varied between countries.
Unfortunately there is not enough time to study in any detail
the effects of harsh treatment by the Japanese on the Filipino
POWs who stood by the side of Americans throughout the war and
died in numbers far exceeding American deaths in the POW camps.7

This thesis will not discuss American POWs held by the
Germans or POWs held since WWII. While it is likely that
officers were treated differently than enlisted persons as
prisoners of war in Germany, Korea and Vietnam, the time allotted
for this thesis does not allow for investigation beyond the

delimitations stated above. Other researchers are encouraged

10



to use this study as a basis for further research and either
substantiate or refute the conclusions drawn by this thesis.

This study is significant for several reasons. The
most recent rules governing the treatment of prisoners 2f war
in our international society are contained in the Geneva

Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, dated

12 August 1949, and the internationally recognized Law of Land

Warfare, July 1956. Many nations considered as potential threats
today were not participants at this convention and may not
recognize these accepted '"rules" pertaining to warfare. The
United States will likely follow these rules in a future conflict
and seek to enforce them on other nations regardless of their
acceptance or knowledge of them. Other researchers are invited
to use the results of this study and examine international rules
to see if they need revising.

Military life does not follow the principle of "majority
rules." Most people in the military understand and accept that
they are bound by the legal orders of their superiors even if
they personally disagree with what they are being ordered to
do. But should a line be drawn between authority used for
functional necessity, and authority used for the benefit and
well-being of the one holding the authority?

Leaders and other researchers are encouraged to examine
this thesis and use it to explore in greater detail the ethical

questions raised. Critical discussion of the controversial
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issues explored in this thesis may prevent ethical dilemmas

from developing in the future.
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CHAPTER 2

SETTING THE STAGE

Historical Review of Rank Distinctions in America

Before examining the distinctions made between officers
and enlisted persons as prisoners of war, one should begin with
a discussion on the distinctions in rank which existed between
them prior to being captured.

The United States Continental Army had its formal
beginnings with the American Revolution. It was made up of
a small regqular force complimented by part-time soldiers of
the state militias. The officer corps of this army was a
combination of American gentlemen and congressionally
commissioned foreign officers.1

General George Washington had great difficulty finding

proper, qualified leaders to assume high-ranking positions.

Washington complained repeatedly about the scarcity
of gentlemen in his officer corps and argued that, "they
ought to have such allowances as will enable them to live
like, and support the Characters of Gentlemen; and not be
driven by a scanty pittance to...low and dirty acts."”

Washington's attitudes toward rank very likely reflected

the common thought among officers of the noble FEuvropean classes.
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Washington was praised by Charles W. Eliot, one of the pioneers
of Harvard University who said, "wWashington was a land owner,
magistrate and soldier." Eliot thought that the modern rich
man was apt to possess none of these functions. He said,
"Washington was a stern disciplinarian and [Washington thought])
that army officers should be on a different class from their
men, and should never put themselves on equality with their
men. "3
The success of the American Revolution, however, brought
about a substantial change in American thinking toward the
structure of its military hierarchy. Since one of the stated
goals of the revolution was to abolish monarchial rule and

establish a classless society, it followed that the military

would seek to eliminate rank distinctions based on class.

The writings of the military men clearly reveal the
mixed tensions created within a traditicnally hierarchal
order that was operating in a theoretically classless
society, but one torn in fact by class division. On the
other hand, the officer corps showed decidedly progressive
attitudes compared to those of other western armies. They
harangued Congress for better educational and recreational
facilities for their troops and struggled to dispel the
idea that their enlis;ed regulars were worthless and
unthinking derelicts.

With the move toward the eliminatioﬁ of an officer corps
based on class, there still remained the difficult task of
determining those best fit to serve as military officers. While

the trend was toward reducing class distinctions, there was,
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nevertheless, a desire to retain an elite, professional officer

corps.

Obviously, rank structure is the primary means of
identifying the elite among the military. By virtue of
being commissioned, an officer is identified both in his
official capacity as well as in his social status....The
entire rank system has been legitimized by law, by rules
and regqulations, and by the profession which has accepted
it as the primary meang for rewarding its members and
selecting its leaders.

For many years the bulk of America's military officers
were obtained from the military academies. Even though the
official policy was to eliminate a socially elite caste of
officers, the U.S. Military Academy was often criticized for

s..ecting cadets from only wealthy or influential families.

However, facts show otherwise:

At this time, too [1842] there was a good deal of
criticism to the effect that cadets were appointed almost
entirely from families that represented wealth or influence.
This entirely erroneous notion is prevalent even at the
present day. The records from 1842 to 18f° show that only
one-eighteenth of the cadets would have been able to receive
in civil life more than the commonest education, while
still smaller proportion gad any likelihood of income
otherwise than their pay.

Major Sylvanus Thayer, a graduate of West Point, was
appointed superintendant in 1817. His goal was to select the
most highly-qualified men from througnout the country and then

instill honor, obedience and efficiency into all the cadets.

"Major Thayer created the system that caused the speedy
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disappearance from our army of the careless, happy-go-lucky,
and often inefficient type of officer who served in European
armies during the eighteenth century.“7
Following the American Civil War the Academy continued
to graduate officers who were not divided from their soldiers
by virtue of class distinction. The one exception to this rule

was the organization of regiments in the army based on skin

color.

For a long time military leaders believed that the
ability to command was largely a matter of race or family
inheritance, so Blacks obviously were not suited to be
officers. Charles Young, the third black graduate of West
Point, expressed a similar attitude. He wrote in 1912 that
the black man was, "by nature more dependent and has less
initiative that his Anglo-Saxon comrade." However, he
believed that the performance of the black officers in
command of the black volunteer regiments in the
Spanish-American War and the Philippine Insurﬁection had
shown that Blacks could command other Blacks.

The establishment of black regiments in the U.S. Army
wés to cast a shadow on the American conception of a classless
military organization. Selection for duty in the black regiments
was based on class-standing at West Point with the lowest ranks
being sent to serve with these regiments. High-ranking officers,
including George Custer, refused to command black regiments
and instead took lower-ranking positions in white regiments.
Doubt existed in the ability of the black men to become competent

soldiers and the officers felt it would be impossible to get
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"literate enlisted man" to fill positions of company and
regimental noncommf%sioned officers.9

With the exaeption of the black man, officers were
generally taught togjook upon their enlisted men as capable

and teachable.

It takes mare d4:han clothes to wear, and a place to sleep,
and three meals:yand a dollar a day to make him contented.
So, in one respact, the relationship of the officer must
resemble that qf ythe teacher in a big university....The 10
character of the :American soldier is fundamentally sound.
Officers werg taught to develop a family attitude within
their organizations swith the officer being the father and the
noncommissioned offikiars being the elder brothers of the family.
The role of the comﬂﬁﬁder was to, "instill in them [the NCOs])

nwll

the doctrine of loyakhy, superiority, and cooperation. This

leadership philosophyi naturally assumed that the commander also
claimed superiority over the noncommissioned officers as part
of the leadership structure.

With the absenge of a hierarchical caste system for
selecting and promotingiofficers, the officer-enlisted
relationship developed £n much the same way as senior-subordinate
relationships were developing in business. Officers were
cautioned that in their amktition for promotion, "there must
be no desire to escape a supposed harder lot of the ranks, and

no desire for un-earned honor or adulation."12
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Rank in the American military organization, therefore,
had been designed to serve the same purpose as rank in any
organization - to meet the functional necessity of dividing
those doing the work from those managing it. But crank appears
to have caused difficulties in senior-subordinate relationships

during and following World War II.

Even if the behavior of officers had been a model of
self-denial and concern for the welfare of the enlisted
men, it is reasonable to expect that the leadership would
have been a target for aggression. Army life, for most
civilian scldiers, was a succession of deprivations and
frustrations, and it is not surprising that the blame should
have been personalized and focused on those in authority.
Why was the criticism of officers even more acute in inactive
theaters and in rear areas of active theaters than in the
United States? The most plausible hypothesis seems to turn
on the concept of scarcity...The charge which enlisted men
repeated in theater after theater was that officers used
their rank to monopolize...desired objects. This was not
expressed merely in indictments of particular officers....It
was an indictment of a system - [emphasis original], a system
by which a privileged minority acquired, through their
authoritarian position, a preponderant share of the scarce
objects which were craved by others....The significant point
is not that individual officers took advantage of their
rank in certain circumstances, but rather that the army's
aristocratic traditio?a..sanctioned and encouraged a system
of special privilege.

It is surprising that a nation which so carefully sought
to eliminate a caste system in its commissioning process would
later be accused of creating a system which sanctioned épecial
privileges for officers in an environment of scarce resources.

If the system caused officers to acquire the "scarce resources

which others craved," how much more likely was the system to
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allow officers to acquire the even scarcer resouvces of the

prisoner of war?

Historical Review of Rank Distinctions for POWs

Distinctions in rank among prisoners of war seems to
have begun almost from the moment of capture. In most historical
examples, being higher in rank usually meant receiving better
treatment. But, there have been cases where being an officer

was a definite disadvantage.

Could prisoners in classical times who were not
ransomed have expected any other fate than death? Mutilation
was also practiced by the Chinese, for it is recorded that
King wWau, a "just king" who reigned in BC China, although
he had the commanders of the captured forces put to death,
released the rank and file after each had Qpe ear sliced
off. For this he was considered "humane."

An important point which may be overlooked in the above
passage is the reference to ransom. Ransom implies that certain
prisoners obtained freedom by money paid in exchange for their
release. Althougﬁ there is no specific mention in this reference
of officers obtaining ransom more easily than enlisted men,
it is assumed that the officers had private funds and resources
and therefore would have been the ones being ransomed.

If an officer or enlisted man was not killed on the

battlefield after being taken prisoner ([as in the massacre of

French prisoners by the British at Agincourt],15 the next
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distinction usually made based on rank was on the method of
transportation from the battlefield to the holding area for
prisoners.

An example of differing methods of transportation for
prisoners based on rank was the British campaign against the
Turks at Kut-el-Amara in 1916 of World War I. The captured
British officers marched two miles to a railway station where
they were transported by train for 80 miles to Samarra. From
there they continued on foot with one donkey to carry the
equipment of every two officers and one donkey to ride for every
three officers. The officers took turns riding the extra donkey.

The enlisted situation was quite different.

The first column of our rank-and-file prisoners marched
from Samarra on May 22nd and reached Mosul on June 3rd...No
transport was provided except a few camels and donkeys for
the sick, and the escort fregquently used1§hese animals,
so that the sick men had to walk or die.

Upon reaching the location determined by the captors
for quartering the prisoners, a distinction was often made
regarding the accommodations for the officers and the men.
During the American Revolution, accommodations for officers
were expected to be better and, in some cases, the captured
officer became upset if he was given less than his due.

Burgoyne and his generals, von Riedesel and Phillips,
were quartered at a notoriously gloomy inn, named the Blue
Anchor....In a peevish letter to Washington's

chief-of-staff, he wrote, "After being pressed into Cambridge
through bad weather, inconvenience and fatigue, without
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any preparation made to receive supe;*or officers, I was
lodged in a miserable public house."

One of the most common benefits of the officer was the
ability to offer his parole - or his promise to fulfill stated
conditions in exchange for his release. In some cases the
officer was even allowed to return to his home country as long
as he promised not to engage in any more hostilities in the

current war.

The greatest possible trust has always been placed
on a officer's honour, so that those who accepted parole
need not wait in captivity until an exchange could be
arranged...To break parole was an unforgivable sin...An
officer who did so would be ostracized, probably cashiered,
and even ?gnt back to the enemy's country to be deservedly
confined.

Officers on parole in the detaining country followed
written rules such as limitations on the distance of travel
from their place of lodging, restrictions from trespassing into
fields, the hour he must be in his lodgings in the evenings,
and the requirement to observe local laws. Officers reported
to a government agency to receive pay and allowances which were
used to cover expenses and pay for their lodgings. Letters
home were also screened by this agency. Often, investigators
from warring countries were sent to ensure allowances were fair
based on the local cost of living. This was especially important

since the governments repaid each other for the living expenses

given to officers. In some cases paroled prisoners even had
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girlfriends or obtained wives from the country of their
incarceration.19
French officers held by the British Empire during the
Napoleonic wars were paroied to villages in the countryside.
The enlisted or "other ranks," were held on prison ships, or
"hulks," or else placed in criminal prisons in the towns and
cities. If an officer failed to live up to the provisions of

his parole, he was punished by a serving a sentence in a prison

or on a ship.

Failure to obey any of these conditions [parole rules]
was punishable by a spell on board a hulk or in one of the
prisons. The penalty for attempting to escape was
particularly bago for it involved a spell of ten days in
the Black Hole.

The Black Hole was a particularly dank and dark cell
situated below the lower decks of the prison hulk. It was less
thap ten feet by ten feet and had breathing holes so small that
even a mouse could not fit through. Ten days aboard a ship
under these conditions was usually enough to convince an officer

to obey the rules of his probation. Enlisted men, however,

experienced these conditions routinely.

A man had to know his place in society and, if he were
an "other rank," or a member of the lower deck, [he) lay
within the interior of a hulk or else in the only moderately
less uncomfortable confines of a prison. Here, too, came
the officers who, in one way or another, had defaulted
against the terms of their parole. But, in their case,
the sentence was finite. Once they had been purged of their
sins, they were allowed back into comparative freedom.
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For lesser mortals, who had not received SQmmissions, there
was no knowing when the ordeal might end.

The prisoners of the French during the same period
enjoyed similar circumstances. Officers were quartered
throughout the countryside and, as a result, cities vied for
the prisoners since they received benefits from the government
along with the opportunity to obtain favors from the officers'
personal financial supplies.zz

Prisoners held captive by Sweden and Russia during the
same time period did not fare so well. While each country
provided quaricrs and clothing for the other's officers, they
did not provide a subsistence allowance since the Russian
government would not agree to refund it. Enlisted soldiers
were housed and worked in such pitiful conditions that, "they
died in considerable numbers, both in Sweden and in Russia."23

The conditions of prisoner of war camps for officers

and enlisted men during the American Civil War were similar

to conditions overseas.

Libbey had senior officers among its inhabitants - at
one time, there were three generals incarcerated in this
former tobacco warehouse....For the enlisted men at Libbey,
the conditions were terrible. Like the French rafales in
the Napoleonic wars, th24men slept spoon-fashion on a damp
floor with no blankets.

During the Civil War, as in most other wars, officers
were separated from enlisted men and placed in different camps.

Internal organization and discipline was then left up to the
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prisoners. In at least one instance during the Civil War, the
distinction in rank appears to have resulted in a greater than

normal death rate among the enlisted soldiers.

In officers' camps internal discipline was provided
and administered by the prisoners themselves....I believe
that this acceptance of authority and maintenance of
discipline accounted for the better success on the part
of officers as compared with enlisted men...in lessening
the percentage of illness and death. There were two other
prisons in the town...in which enlisted men were confined,
possibly a thousand or more. There was no difference in
the quarters and no difference in the food between the
prisons; but we understood from the Confederate sergeants
that the percentage of dﬁgths among the men were much greater
than among the officers.

Perhaps the greatest distinction in the treatment of
prisoners of war has been the requirement for enlisted prisoners
to perform manual labor. This practice has been common among
naticns because the enlisted soldiers were not usually allowed
to offer parole or effect an exchange. Prisoners of war have
been put to work in various occupations designed to replace
what they were receiving from the detaining nation.26

In exchange for work, the enlisted prisoners received
food and clothing at no cost. Officers purchased their own
food and clothing from their allowance. The rations and clothing
provided to the enlisted men, however, usually were less than
that given to the soldiers of the detaining nation.

During World War I the practice of officers not being
required to work became an issue since many officers did not

return to their own countries.
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Most private soldiers held captive in Germany during
World War I were employed by industrialists and
farmers....Officers were different. Officers did not
work....During the latter part of the war, a system of
exchange was arranged. German and British officers could
buy themselves journeys to neutral Holland in exchange for
a promise that they would take no more part in the fighting.
Many refused bggause they did not want to exclude themselves
from fighting.

Toward the end of World War I the practice of parole
slowed and at the beginning of World wWwar II had even been banned
by many nations. Because of this, officers were expected to
remain in captivity for the duration of the war. It is under
these circumstances that officers had to decide if they wanted
to volunteer for work or just sit out the war with little to
occupy their time. At the beginning of World War II it was
considered morally wrong for an officer to seek work and,
therefore, most officers had to, "have recourse to lectures,
classes, amateur theatricals and what today are called leisure
pursuits, in a frantic endeavour to fill their time."28

One of the common longings of prisoners of war, officer
and enlisted alike, was the desire to return home. During World
War I, when British officers were forced to remain in camps
similar to the enlisted men, the desire often became so earnest
that many prisoners seriously considered escape. Once again
the distinction of rank appears to have favored the officer
in effecting the escape.

I think most of the escapes occurred in officers' camps.
Officers were able to get stuff from England that an ordinary
ranker couldn't very well get. We thoyght, "We're well
out of it. We're out of it for good."
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Many officers obtained packages from home. In this way
an officer was able to have essential items such as maps,
clothing, extra food, and perhaps even a compass secretly mailed
to him to aid in his escape. Using these items, along with
a limited opportunity to leave the camps under light guard,
many officers escaped.3°
When World War II began, many officers discovered that

they were unable to leave the camps. Since many did not choose

to work, their opportunity to escape was drastically reduced.

International Rules for POWs Governing Rank Distinctions

Although it is likely that officers received preferential
treatment during wars prior to the eighteenth century, the first
written agreement of major note for America was the Treaty of

Friendship made in 1785 between Prussia and the United States.

It forbade confinement in civil convict prisons and
the use of fetters, and required that prisoners should have
adequate rations on the scale of the captor natig?'s owil
troops, and sufficient exercise for good health.

Officers shall be enlarged on the paroles within
convenient districts, and have comfortable quarters, and
the common men be disposed in cantonements open and extensive
enough for air and exercise, and lodged in barracks as roomy
and as good as are provided by3§he party in whose power
they are for their own troops.

Even though the United States and Prussia never went

to war against each other, this agreement served as a model
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for future prisoner of war agreements between nations. Since
officers of the period were allowed parole, the Treaty of
Friendship was significant primarily to the enlisted soldier
who had to wait for exchange in batches or stay in camps until
the war ended.33
In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln ordered a study
conducted and a set of rules drawn up to govern the circumstances
of prisoners of war during the Civil War. The study was
conducted by Professor Francis Lieber and became known as the
Lieber Code. 1In April of 1863 the code was officially
promulgated as General Orders No. 100 and entitled, "“Instructions
for the Government of Armies in the Field."3*
Many of the articles of the Lieber Code outlined specific
distinctions made on the basis of rank. Most of these articles
were later adopted by other countries in their own versions
of the Lieber Code and also by the formal Hague and Geneva
Conferences which will be discussed later. There were six

articles in the Lieber Code which made distinctions based on

rank.

Article 76 - They may be required to work for the benefit
of the captor's government, according to their rank and
condition.

Article 106 - In exchanging prisoners of war, such
numbers of persons of inferior rank may be substituted
as an equivalent for one of superior rank as may be agreed
upor by cartel, which requires a sanction of the government,
or of the commander of the army in the field.

Article 107 - A prisoner of war is not to assume a lower
rank than belongs to him, in order to cause a more
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advantageous exchange, nor a higher rank, for the purpose
of obtaining better treatment.

Article 110 - No exchange of prisoners shall be made
except after complete capture, and after an accurate account
of them, and a list of the captured officers, has been taken.

Article 126 - Commissioned officers only are allowed
to give their parole, and they can give it only with the
permission of their superior, as long as a superior in rank
is within reach.

Article 127 - No NCO or private can give his parole
except through an officer. 1Individual paroles not given
through an officer are not only void, but subject the
individualgsgiving them to the punishment of death as
deserters.

While President Lincoln was adopting the Lieber Code
for the American army in the field, independent efforts were
being taken to protect the sick and wounded on the battlefields.
The result was the first Geneva Conference of 1863. While this
was not a diplomatic convention, it formed what later became
the Red Cross. This conference led to the Geneva Conference
of 1864 where twelve countries signed a convention providing,
"neutral status for medical pefsgnnel and facilities,
neutralization of the wounded, and established the Red Cross
brassard and flag."36

In 1874, at the instigation of the Russian government,
an international conference was held in Brussels. The United
States 4did not participate. The purpose of the convention was
to develop a, '"project for an International Convention on the

37

Laws and Customs of War." None of the provisions of the

Brussels Conference were ratified, but many of its articles
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incorporated the ideas of the Lieber Code and were included
in later documents. Two articles of the Brussels Conference

of 1874 discussed rank distinctions.

Article 25 - Prisoners of war may be employed on certain
public works which have no direct connection with the
operations in the theater of war and which are not excessive
or humiljating to their military rank, if they belong to
the army, or to their official social position, if they
do not belong to it.

Article 29 - Every prisoner of war is bound to give,
if questioned on the subject, his true name and rank, and
if he infringes this rule, he is liable to a curtailment
of the3gdvantages accorded to the prisoners of war of his
class.

Two other articles of the Brussels Conference of 1874
discussed prisoners receiving pay and obtaining parole, but
no rank distinctions were made.

At the invitation of Csar Nicholas XII of Russia,
representatives from twenty-si.2 nations met at the Hague in
the Netherlands on 18 May 1899 to, '"define the laws of

n39 Twenty-fou.' of th@se'nations, including the United

warfare.
States and Japan, adopted and ratified what was called the Hague
Conventions of 1899.

Eight years later, again acting on a Russian proposal,
the Netherlands called a second Hagu= convention. This
conference included representatives of forty-four nations who
came with the purpose of, "correcting certain deficiencies in

the 1899 conventions."49
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Articles 4 through 20 of both documents discussed
prisoners of war, but only four specifically spelled out rank
distinctions. Two articles in both conventions discussed pay
for working prisoners and parole, but no distinctions were made
regarding rank. The 1907 Conference made only slight changes
to the 1899 articles. The comparisons are shown below.

Article 6 - 1899 - The state may utilize the labor of

prisoners of war according to their rank and aptitude.

Their tasks shall not be excessive, and shall have nothing
to do with military operations.

Article 6 - 1907 ~ The state may utilize the labors
of prisoners of war according to their rank and aptitude,
officers excepted [emphasis author's]). The tasks shall
not be excessive and shall have no connection with Che
operations of the war.

Article 9 - 1899 - Every prisoner of war, if gquestioned,
is bound to declare his true name and rank, and if he
disregards this rule, he is liable to a curtailment of the
advantages accorded to the prisoners of war of his class.

Article 9 - 1907 - Every prisoner of war is bound to
give, if he is questioned on the subject, his true name
and rank, and if he infringes this rule, he is liable to
have the advantages given to prisoners of his class
curtailed.

Article 17 - 1899 - Officers taken prisoner may receive,
if necessary, the full pay allowed them in this position
by their country's regulation, the amount to be repaid by
their government.

Article 17 - 1907 - Officers taken prisoners shall
receive the same rate of pay as officers of corresponding
rank in the country where they are detained, the amount
to be ultimately refunded by their own government.

Article 19 - 1899 - The wills of prisoners of war are
received or drawn up on the same condition as for soldiers
of the national army. The same rules shall be observed
regarding death certificates as well as for the burial of
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prisoners of war [with] due regard being paid to their grade
and rank.

Article 19 - 1907 - [There was no change in the 1907
version to this article, but it is interesting to note that
the language regarding, "due respeg; to grade and rank,"
was dropped by later conventions.]

In 1929 representatives of forty-six nations met again
in Geneva to correct "inherent faults" from the previous
conventions. These faults had been discovered during World
War I. 7The major problem with the 1907 convention was a general
"impairment clause" which provided that the agreement was binding
only if all the belligerents in a given war were parties to
the convention.42

When World War II began, the Geneva Conventions of 1929
provided a legally binding document that all signatories were
committed to observe. But Russia never signed the document
and Japan had not ratified it. Japan, however, agreed to observe
the 19239 convention reserving the right to make changes.43

It is important to note that this was the first
conference convened with the main intent to establish conventions
specifically dealing with prisoner of war issues. The 1929

convention did not replace previous articles, but only served

to expand provisions which had already been established.

The 1929 Convention Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War consisted of ninety-seven articles as
compared with seventeen articles of the Hague Convention
of 1907. All of the seventeen articles of the Hague
Convention were incorporated with the exception of articles
10 through 12 relating to the release on parole. [Parole
was never to be mentioned again in formal conventions.]
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The definition of "prisoner of war" was expanded. Reprisals
were forbidden, cruelty was forbidden, work cannot be
connected to the war effort, provisions reference food,
clothing, and hygiene were considerably expanded. New
sections were added reference relations of prisoners of

war with the exterior and on penii and disciplinary sanctions
and procedures for repatriation.

The principle reason for the revision of the 1929 Geneva
Convention was non-compliance rather than inadequacies of the

provisions.45

The major change written in the Geneva Convention

Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, and signed on

12 August 1949 was that, "the conventions apply to all

signatories and non-signatories if the latter accepts and applies

the provirions thereof."” These conventions also applied even

if a state of war was not recognized.46
It is not necessary to depict the exact changes in the

prisoner of war articles involving rank distinctions which were

changed from 1907 to 1929, It should be apparent that each

convention built upon the previous one and a comparison of the

changes made in 1949 to the 1929 convention should adequately

show this expansion.

Article 4 - 1929 - Differences of treatment between
prisoners are permissible only if such differences are based
on the military rank, the state of physical or mental health,
the professional abilities, or the sex of those who benefit
from them.

Article 16 - 1949 - Taking into consideration the
provisions of the present [1949] Convention relating to
rank and sex, and subject to any privileged treatment which
may be accorded to them by reason of their state of health,
age or professional qualifications, all prisoners of war
shall be treated alike by the detaining power, without any
adverse distinction based on race, nationality, religious
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belief or political opinions47or any other distinctions
founded on similar criteria.

It is very clear from the above articles that some
distinctions were still based on rank. No significant change
was made to the clause, however, additions were made covering
race and so on. It has been left up to the individual countries
exactly how they would apply preferential treatment based on

rank.

Article 5 - 1929 - Every prisoner of war is required
to declare, if he is interrogated on the subject, his true
names and rank, or his regimental number. If he infringes
this rule, he exposes himself to a restriction of the
privileges accorded to prisoners of his category.

Article 17 - 1949 - [The wording of the 1949 article
is basically the same, but much more wordy. Later articles,
however, spell out exactly what privileges would be
relinqguished.]

Article 21 - 1929 - At the commencement of hostilities,
belligerents shall be required reciprocally tc inform each
other of the titles and ranks in use in their .espective
armed forces, with the view of ensuring equality of treatment
between the corresponding ranks of officers and persons
of equivalent status...0fficers and persons of egquivalent
status shall be treated with due regard to their rank and
age.

Article 43 - 1949 - Upon the outbreak of hostilities,
the parties to the conflict shall communicate to one another
the titles of all the persons mentioned in Article 4 of
the present [1949] Convention, in order to ensure equality
of treatment between prisoners of eguivalent rank.

The major reason for the above change was because of
the numerous difficulties which arose during World War II

regarding the use of noncommissioned officers as laborers.
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Since the original convention only required the reporting of
officers, many NCOs were unable to prove their status after

their papers proving their rank were either lost or

confiscated.48

Article 22 - 1929 - In order to ensure the service of
officers’' camps [no mention had been made prior to this
of putting officers in separate camps]) soldier prisoners
of war of the same armed forces, and as far as possible
speaking the same language, shall be detached for service
therein in sufficient numbers, having regard to the rank
of the officers and persons of equivalent status.

Officers and persons of equivalent status shall procure
their food and clothing from the pay to be paid to them
by the Detaining Power. The management of a mess by officers
themselves shall be facilitated in every way.

Article 44 - 1949 - Officers and prisoners of equivalent
status shall be treated with the regard due to their rank
and age.

In order to ensure service in officers' camps, other
ranks [enlisted persons) of the same armed forces who, as
far as possible, speak the same language, shall be assigned
in sufficient numbers, account being taken of the rank of
officers and prisoners of equivalent status. Such orderlies
shall not be required to perform any other work.

It is important to point out that no previous convention
specifically called for the separation of officers into separate
camps. Since separate accommodations were generally provided
during World War II, no specific clause was inserted in 1949.49
The most important addition in the 1949 article was the added
sentence which stated that the orderlies would not be required
to perform any additional work. As will be shown later in this

thesis, the absence of this sort of clause in the 1929 convention
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resulted in major problems in prisoner of war camps in the Far

East during World War I1I.

Article 45 - 1949 - Prisoners of war other than officers
and prisoners of equivalent status shall be treated with
the regard due to their rank and age.

Supervision of the mess by theSBrisoners themselves
shall be facilitated in every way.

This was a new article added to the 1949 Convention
not addressed in 1929. It was written to specifically address
the problems encountered in World War II with the noncommissioned
officers being treated as private soldiers. It also covered
distinctions in enlisted grades between services such as the
army and navy.

Articles 23 and 24 - 1929 - [These articles discussed

the receipt of pay and were almost identical to the 1907
provisions.]

Article 60 - 1949 - The Detaining Power shall grant
all prisoners of war a monthly advance of pay, the amount
of which shall be fixed by conversion, into the currency
of the said Power, of the following amounts;

Category I: Prisoners ranking below sergeants: eight
Swiss francs.

Category II: Sergeants and other non-commissioned officers
or prisoners of egquivalent rank: twelve Swiss
francs.

Category III: Warrant officers and commissioned officers
below the rank of major or prisoners of
equivalent rank: fifty Swiss francs.

Category 1IV: Majors, lieutenant-colonels, colonels or
prisoners of equivalent rank: sixty Swiss
francs.

Category V: General officers or prisoners of war of 51

equivalent rank: seventy-five Swiss francs.
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This article in the 1949 convention reflects a major
change in the manner prisoners were paid. It is important to
note the use of the term "advance of pay". 1In many instances
in World War II the pay that was forthcoming to officers was
kept in a special account unavailable for use by the prisoners.
Additionally this article called for the payment of money to
all ranks. Previously only officers were paid with the exception
of a small amount being given to enlisted prisoners who worked
in order for them to be able to buy sundries. Noncommissioned
officers who did not volunteer for work, and enlisted prisoners

unable to work, were lc¢ft with no money.

Article 27 - 1929 - Belligerents may employ as workmen
prisoners of war who are physically fit, other than officers
and persons of equivalent status, according to their rank
and their ability.

Nevertheless, if officers or persons of equivalent status
ask for work, this shall be found for them as far as
possible.

Noncommissioned officers who are prisoners of war may
be compelled to undertake only supervisory work, unless
they specifically request remunerative occupation.

Article 49 - 1949 - The Detaining Power may utilize
the labour of prisoners of war who are physically fit, taking
into account their age, sex, rank and physical aptitude,
and with a view particularly to maintaining them in a good
state of physical and mental health.

Non-commissioned officers who are prisoners of war shall
only be required to do supervisory work. Those not so
required may ask for other suitable work which shall, so
far as possible, be found for them.

If officers or persons of equivalent status ask for
suitable work, it shall be found for them, so far as
possibleszbut they may in no circumstances be compelled
to work.
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The forcing of officers and noncommissioned officers
to perform manual labor during World wWar II caused the
significant change in wording from 1929 to 1949 shown above.
Additionally, the 1949 convention specifically stated what was,

and what was not acceptable work.

Article 34 - 1929 - [This article stated that prisoners
of war would not be paid for duties involving camp
administratiorn, but would be paid for other duties. This
article referred to enlisted prisoners only and did not
specify any specific amount to be paid.]

Article 62 - 1949 - Prisoners of war shall be paid a
fair working rate of pay by the detaining authorities direct.
The rate shall be fixed by the said authorities, but shall
at no time be less §§an one-fourth of one Swiss franc for
a full working day.

The differences in pay received by officers in World
War II in the Far East, and the working pay received by enlisted
prisoners, was substantial. Since prisoners supplemented their
diets by food purchases on the black market, it becomes readily
apparent that the person having more money h;d an easier time
obtaining food. This situation will be described in greater

detail in subsequent chapters.

Article 43 - 1929 - In camps of officers and persons
of equivalent status the senior officer prisoner of the
highest rank shall be recognized as intermediary between
the camp authorities and the officers and similar persons
who are prisoners. [Other camps would appoint a
representative to speak in their behalf.]

Article 79 - 1949 - [This article is basically unchangad
from the 1929 version except that in the 1949 version the
enlisted camps would elect their representatives periodically
rather than appoint them. The later article also stipulates
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that these duties will be the only duties of the
representative.

Article 49 - 1929 - No prisoner of war may be deprived
of his rank by the detaining power. Prisoners on whom
disciplinary punishment is inflicted shall not be deprived
of the privileges attaching to their rank. In particular,
officers and persons of equivalent status who suffer
penalties entailing deprivation of liberty shall not be
pPlaced in the same premises as noncommissioned officers
or private soldiers undergoing punishment.

Article 89 ~ 1949 - The disciplinary punishments
applicable to prisoners of war are the following:

(1) A fine which shall not exceed 50 per cent of the advances

of pay and working pay which the prisoner of war would
otherwise receive under the provisions of Articles 60
and 62 during a period of not more than thirty days.

(2) Discontinuance of privileges granted over and above
the treatment provided for by the present [1949]
Convention.

(3) Fatigue duties not exceeding two hours daily.

(4) Confinement.

The punishment referred to under (3) shall not be applied

to officers. In no case shall disciplinary punishments
be inhugan, brutal or dangerous to the health of prisoners
of war.

Again the major distinction between the 1929 and 1949

versions is the degree of specificity. Normal military rules

do not allow for officers to perform fatigue duties. Also,

since these duties would be performed by enlisted orderlies,

it would be considered an indignity for an officer to work such

duties. Confinement for officers would be in his quarters,

but if that was not possible, then in premises apart from

enlisted prisoners serving punishment.
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The 1929 convention has no other articles with specific
references to distinctions bhetween officer and enlisted
prisoners. The 1949 convention continues beyond Article 89
with additional provisions regarding punishments. Any
distinctions regarding rank in these articles has already been
made.

The Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War dated 12 August 1949, is considered a legally
binding document for the nations who have signed it and to
non-signing nations who accept its provisions at the outbreak
of a conflict. It has been clearly shown in the past that not
all of the articles have been strictly applied by belligerent
nations during war, and the only recourse offered to the affected
prisoners has been the satisfaction of seeing the offenders
brought to justice at war's end. The practice of enforcing the
standards after the conflict, however, implies that the one
‘- being offended will come out the winner. Additionally, and
of far greater importance, it does not restore the losses
incurred by the prisoners, and families of prisoners, who had
to suffer for another nation's unwillingness to adhere to terms
it had already accepted.

History shows that distinctions in rank for officers
and enlisted persons have existed for centuries. These
distinctions have become formalized in military and civilian
codes and regulations and have also been made an integral part

of evolving conventions governing prisoners of war. Rank
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distinctions are considered necessary in order to maintain the
good order and discipline essential to running military
organizations in peace and war. Unfortunately, an unwillingness
to follow written rules by the detaining power, and a reluctance
by officers to follow basic moral values, may have caused
suffering and death to the enlisted men who had no power to
intervene.

Even if rules change or officers assume a grsater
responsibility of caring for their soldiers, the treatment of
American prisoners of war in future conflicts is likely to

continue to be considered harsh.

The United States enjoys an extremely high standard
of living and provides better care for its own military
forces than do any of our potential adversaries. Since
the Geneva Convention only requires that the prisoners of
war be accorded treatment egqual to that provided the armed
forces of the capturing state, that treatmentsgill be
deficient in the eyes of the American public.
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CHAPTER 3

PRISONERS OF THE RISING SUN

The Gathering Storm

Distant thunder and a blackening sky usually alerts
a good farmer to gather his livestock, equipment and family
under strong shelter. He does this to protect the possessions
he feels are too valuable to replace. If he is slow, or if
he underestimates the intensity of the storm, he will fall victim
to the unrestrained fury of nature.

America watched the storm clouds of war gathering on
her horizons for several years prior to the start of World War
II. Then, like a frantic farmer caught unprepared in a violept
frenzy, she vainly triéd to protect her belongings at the last
hour.

The bulk of the American forces in the Philippines during
the months preceding the bombing of Pearl Harbor were part of
the United States Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). These
forces were placed under the command of General Douglas MacArthur
hastily called out of retirement. The U.S Army, combined with

the poorly-trained Philippine Aramy and U.S. Navy and Marine
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elements, were battered by the full onslaught of the Japanese
military in the early months of the war.1

The build-up of American forces in the Philippines
naturally included both officers and enlisted men. By 30
November 1941, only one week prior to Japan's invasion, they
were divided as follows:

U.S. Units in the Philippine Islands, 30 November 19412

Units on Luzon:

Unit American Officers American Enlisted

Hq USAFFE 61 0
Hg and Hg Co Det Phil Dept 249 304
Hg N Luzon Force 38 0
Hq S Luzon Force 10 0
Philippine Division 517 1,807
26th Cavalry 55 0
434 Infantry 15 0
86th FA Regt 22 0
88th FA Regt 34 0
808th MP Co 5 155
192d Tank Bn 36 552
194th Tank Bn 36 374
200th CA AA 77 . 1,732
Air Corps 669 4,940
Total on Luzon 1,824 9,864

Units on Correyidor and Other Islands:

Unit American Officers American Enlisted
Hg Visayan-Mindanao Force 9 0
Harbor Defenses 3 335 3,318
U.S. Naval Personnel 172 2,126
Total : 51 5,444

Units Divided Between Luzon and Corregidor:

Unit American Officers American Enlisted
Service Detachments

Quartermaster Corps 38 487

Medical Dept 187 507
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Unit American Officers American Enlisted

Ordnance Dept 40 1,010
Corps of Engineers 29 715
Signal Corps 16 488
Chemical Warfare Dept 5 224
Finance Dept 2 21
Other (No unit indicated) 19 0
Total other than on Luzon 336 3,452
Grand Total 2,676 18,760
Philippine Scout Officers -31 0
Adjusted Total 2,645 18,760

The normal percentage for officers over enlisted in
the American army and navy was about ten percent during WWII.
The Army Air Corps usually had a higher percentage (around 11.9)
since the commissioned pilots formed a larger part of their
overall structure. The bulk of the forces on Luzon, were made
up of the Air Corps as well as the Philippine Scouts. Both
were part of the USAFFE. Since the Philippine Scout units were
often led by American officers, the overall percentage of
officers over enlisted on Luzon was almost 15.6 percent. The
harbor defense forces, naval units, and service detachments
all had a normal spread of between nine and ten percent officers.
These figures are important in order to effectively analyze
the death rates of officers and enlisted men in the various
camps.

Distinctions in rank had been a time-honored tradition
in the Philippines since America had gained the territory
following the Spanish-American War. These distinctions remained
as new forces arrived during the build-up prior to the Japanese

attack.
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There was a vast difference between the social life
of the officer and the enlisted man [in the Philippines].
The officers and a few white American civilians constituted
a tightly knit unit of the American upper class who ruled
the Philippines in much the same way the British ruled
India....The American raj heightened their sense of imperial
dignity by living aloof4from both the Philippine people
and the enlisted class.
Some of the enlisted men serving in the Philippines
at the beginning of the war believed that the Army had, "a long-
established policy of using the Philippines as a dumping ground
for ineffective officers in all branches. Nothing important
was going to happen there....We got castoffs from a corps that
contained too many incompetents."5
This belief may or may not have been widespread among
the enlisted soldiers serving in the Philippines. Nevertheless,
some soldiers felt that the greatest burden the Americans faced
at the beginning of the wzr was more than just an unpreparedness

for conflict.

When the war alarm sounded in December 1941, the problem
was not that the war came before the U.S. Army in the
Philippines was ready; it would never have been ready.

The Army's severest handicap...was not a scarcity of manpower
and materiel, but the officer class's anguish over the loss
of a way of %ife based on overconfidence and a sense of
superiority.

The invasion of the Philippines by Japan forced
General MacArthur to implement war plans for the defense of
the islands. War Plan Orange 3 called for the steady withdrawal

of forces into the Bataan peninsula and a strong defense in
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the harbor anchored by the fortress on Corregidor Island in
Manila Bay. The defenses needed to hold until reinforcements
arrived from the states. No reinforcements were forthcoming,
partly due to the destruction of a large part of the navy in
Hawaii, and a greater priority of scarce assets going to aid
allies in Europe. In less than one month General MacArthur
placed the soldiers on half rations to conserve the dwindling
supply of food for as long as possible.7

MacArthur understood that the defense of the Philippines
relied on a successful delaying action on Bataan and the
retention of the fortress on Corregidor until help came from
outside. Because of this, on 24 December 1941, he ordered his
quartermaster, Brigadier General Charles Drake, to stockpile
enough food in the tunnels of Corregidor to feed 10,000 men
for six months. This left the men on Bataan only about,

8 This amount would

three~-thousand tons of canned meat and fish.
allow each of the approximately 70,000 American and Filipino
trcops each to have less than one-half a pound of food per day
for 180 days. Unfortunately the distribution system left a
lot to be desired and many soldiers found themselves left to
scrounge in order to survive.

Conditions on Bataan soon became desperate. The lack

of food and intense combat began to wear the men down as they

battled and fell back before the thousands of Japanese troops.

If we had had something in our bellies, some hope that
we could expect from the United States, things might have
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been a little more endurable. But our perpetual hunger,
the steaming heat by day and night, the terrible malaria
for which we did not have enough quinine, and the moans

of the wounded, were terribly hard on the men.

Eventually the men were forced to eat the horses of

10 When these were gone they ended up eating

the 26th Cavalry.
anything they could find including insects, snakes, lizards,
and monkeys.

The officers on the Philippines prior to the invasion
of the Japanese received more food than the enlisted men and
Filipinos. The daily food issue during peacetime was,
"seventy-one ounces for American troops and sixty-four ounces
for Filipinos, with the officers receiving slightly larger

“11 rhig quote implies that the officers received

rations.
slightly more rations than either the American troops or their
Filipino counterparts. The Filipino was used to living on a
slightly more austere ration than his white American counterpart.
Americans are generally not accustomed to eating rice as the
predominant staple in their diet. There is no explanation other
than rank preference for the officers receiving larger portions.
In at least one instance during the battle to retain

Bataan, officers were given more rations than the men in order

for them to be able to complete their jobs.

Then on March 27 they started a training table for the
remaining twenty-five pilots. We began eating all the extra
food there was around, so we'd be in shape if we got some
extra planes in. If they expected us to fly without killing
ourselves, they had to give us more food. The new chow
was plenty good. I couldn't help feeling sorry for the
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men that didn't get it and had to watch us eat. I could

hardly look them in the face. Some men were so weak, their

food had to be carried to them. It was no?zunusual for

men to keel over waiting in the chow line.

The additional rations issued to the pilots were sent

to Bataan from Corregidor by orders of General MacArthur. There
was enough extra food for the twenty-five fliers for ten days.
These rations were issued less than a month before the surrender
of forces on Bataan and had an impact on the pilots' chances
for survival during the Death March. "The food worked a miracle
almost overnight. Because of it, those favored pilots did much
better that the other men during the Death March from Bataan,

nl3 There is no other evidence that the

which was just ahead.
command structure endorsed the issue of food based on rank.

There is ample evidence, however, to suggest that these pilots
pPlayed a key role in providing intelligence on Japanese unit
movements as well as providing some long range offensive
firepower to assist in the defense of Luzon. General MacArthur
made a conscious decision to allow favoritism in this instance
for the good of the command.

Major General Jonathan Wainwright was called to
Corregidor in early March and given command of the renamed United
States Forces in the Philippines (USFIP) by General MacArthur
who had been ordered by President Roosevelt to Australia. One
of the first orders Wainwright issued to his new command was

the transfer of some of the stockpiled food on Corregidor to

Bataan.
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Beginning with my arrival on the Rock, I began parceling
out some of that food to Bataan. But it was little more
than a crumb for the 70,000 starving men over there. Yet
the shipments cut into Corregidor's stock to a point where
I figured - at the start of the battle for the Rock - that
our 11,000 defenders wou1d1gonsume it all by June 20, 1942,
on less than half rations.

Corregidor fell on 6 May 1942, almost six weeks before
the date given for the consumption of the food. Some accounts
showed that the starving Bataan defenders had been unaware of
the amount of food stored on the Rock. This food ultimately
fell into Japanese hands. Rumors of the lost cache reached

some of them in their prison camps.

The Japanese couldn't understand why we were in such
a state of starvation at the time of surrender, and yet
there were tons of food stored on Corregidor. That's
something we would all like to have explained to us....There
was no reason for stinted rations, nor was there any reason
why the Bataan troops should not have food up to the very
last. There were field rations by the thousands, carabao
and mule1geat, bulk canned food-stuffs, all stored in
tunnels.
The officers and men on Bataan who did not receive extra
rations from Corregidor were forced to fend for themselves.
Most of the Air Corps personnel had been reorganized to fight
as infantry since their planes had been destroyed in the initial
Japanese attack. Accounts of the struggle to find food on Bataan
include many examples of units banding together to care for
one another. Unfortunately there were some accounts of officers
who used their rank and status to obtain rations for themselves

over their men.
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One day our CO [commanding officer] got on the radio
and told our tank crews that the mess sergeant had a big
pan of baked beans waiting for them when they came back.
Everyone on the net heard him and those rear-area officers
came flocking in like flies on a turd....Our CO, course,
invited the colonel to help himself. Then it was seconds,
thirds and fourths. The tanks came in around 4:00 p.m.

There were a few beans left in the pan where they had burned

onto the side so hard the officers couldn't scrape them
loose with their spoon...1ghe crews looked at the pan and
just quietly walked away.

When a person is hungry he will likely go to great
lengths to satisfy that hunger. This example shows that a few
officers did not feel morally bound to ensure their men were
fed before them. By today's standard this would be considered
unacceptable. Officers take pride in being the last person
in the unit to eat. The reaction of the tank crews, however,
would suggest that they were used to being taken advantage of
by their officers.

The conduct of the officers at the bean pot may have
been excused as simply "first come first served," but another

account shows that even some of the pilofs who received extra

rations took advantage of their troops regarding food.

We knew that our officers were trading cartons of our

cigarettes to some of the boat crews for sugar, fruit juices,
and jam. None of this, however, was ever seen on our table.

Eventually, a discussion came up as to why this was the

case. One of the officers finally admitted that they had
eaten some of it and the rest was in their tent. He said
further that before they would let us have it, they would

dump it in the Bay. Paddy Clawson laid his .45 on the table

and told the lieutenant to think about that before he did
it. The re*; of the food was divided with us soon
afterwards.
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By the night of 8 April 1942, most of the defenders
of Bataan were in a starved, defeated condition. Unit integrity
had broken down and many men had divided themselves into sanall
groups to try and evade the Japanese troops. Most had not eaten
for days. An earthquake, coupled with the massive blasts coming
from the ammunition dumps being destroyed, combined to produce
an atmosphere of terror and resignation. Some officers simply

abandoned their men in the darkness.

During the night (8 April 1942], a group of officers
came through the heavy brush. Fourteen of them. I counted.
Some were from my unit. They urged me to go with them to
Corregidor. I told them I couldn't abandon, nor could they,
the men we were leading. We argued back and forth, and
I told them that if I survived the war I'A make sure that
each of them was court-martialed. It made no difference,
and they left befor?sdawn to find a boat that would take
them to Corregidor.

Approximately 2,000 people made it to Corregidor that
night. They included American troops, Filipino soldiers and
civilians all trying to escape the advancing Japanese soldiers.
Many drowned in the bay or were shot by Japanese planes as they
tried to swim to the island that was easily visible but
agonizingly far away.

The remaining men on Bataar were surrendered to the
Japanese by Major General Edward P. King who had replaced General
Wainwright in command of the Luzon forces. The surrender was

19

official at 5:00 a.m., 9 April 1942, The American and Filipino

forces on Bataan, thinking their long nightmare was almost over,
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were about to be swept into the raging hurricane of Japanese

vengence called the Bataan Death March.

The Death March

The experience of being captured by the Japanese varied
from soldier to soldier. Some were rounded up in small groups
by bayonet-wielding Japanese soldiers who shouted at them and
slapped them when they did not obey their incoherent jabbering.
Others gathered by the thousands around the town of Mariveles
on the southern tip of Bataan. The exact number of Americans

and Filipinos captured is only a guess.

Because of the chaos that followed the disintegration
of the Luzon Force, it is impossible even today to give
a precise number to the men who took part in the march out
of Bataan....An educated guess, however, put,osz,ooo
Filipinos and 10,000 Americans oa the march.

The surrendering American forces on Luzon contained
many officers from the rank of major general to second
lieutenant. There were no distinctions in rank initially.

All men, officers and enlisted alike, were treated brutally
as the Japanese began moving them north and out of the way of
advancing forces bent on crushing the remaining American
resistance on Corregidor. The tired, hungry, wounded and sick

Americans and Filipinos were gathered into groups of about one

thousand each to begin the sixty-mile march to Camp O'Donnell.
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And, "...for the first time in history, numbers of American
generals were walking toward a prison camp."21
Some groups attempted to maintain unit cohesion at the
start of the march so that the officers could attempt to
intercede on behalf of their men. They learned very guickly,

however, that the Japanese had no respect for rank nor age among

the Americans.

Whether by accident or by design we had just been
put...across the road from a pile of canned and boxed food.
We were famished, but it seemed worse than useless to ask
the Japs for anything. An elderly American colonel did,
however. He crossed the road and after pointing to the
food and to the drooping prisoners, he went through the
motions of eating. A sgquat Jap officer grinned at him and
picked up a can of salmon. Then he smashed it against the
colonel's head, opening the American's cheek from eye to
jawbone. The officerzitaggered and turned back toward us,
wiping the blood off.

The enlisted soldiers in the group must have been
astonished to see their leader being treated so harshly by a
junior-ranking Japanese officer. The men expected to be roughed
up a bit by the Japanese, but most of them knew the provisions
of the Geneva Convention forbade this sort of treatment. It
must have been disheartening for the enlisted soldiers to see
their officers being treated in such a manner. They must have
thought that if the Japanese treated Americar. officers so badly,
what chance would they have?

In some cases the officers were separated from the

enlisted men and placed into groups with, "the colonels together,
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majors together, and so on.“23

But usually the officers were
just grouped together with the enlisted men to slowly trudge
along the dusty road under the merciless sun.

Most of the prisoners on the Death March were searched
and personal belongings taken by the Japanese enlisted guards.
This often occurred during short breaks where fresh guards were
exchanged along the route. Some of the officers were carrying

a substantial sum of money which was quickly discovered by the

guards. Eventually the officers and men of the Death March

would discover that the loss of their personal possessions would

have a dramatic impact on their chances for survival.

While we were sitting there in the sun getting ripe,

a Jap interpreter walked through the group. He was a 'Frisco

Nip who could talk English like any American. He dumped

out one officer's musette bag. It was packed full of money.

He gave it a kick gnd scattered it around. He saidqd, “ykere
the hell do you think you are going, to a whorehouse?"
The Japanese ruthlessly pushed their prisoners to the
north only stopping them to allow advancing trucks to pass on
their way south. Thick dust was churned up and choked the men.
Occasionally, Japanese soldiers would lean from the trucks and
smash a prisoner in the head with a rifle butt if he was too
slow in getting out of reach. No water or food was given to

the prisoners during the first few days of the march.

That night when we stopped, most of us had had no water
all day....My small group was made up of some senior
officers, even a few colonels....Most of these officers
did not have canteens, but I spotted an old pail, and since
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I was only a captain, I went over to get it. [The bucke*
had manure in it, but he was told to ignore it.] There
wasn't much water in the pail, but it was something. Lille
[Colonel Edmund Lille] told us we could each have only one
mouthful before we passed the pail to the next man. 1In
those days an officer's word meant something, so that's
just what we did. Each of us tookzgne full gulp. That
way there was enough for everyone.

Many soldiers were not lucky enough to find a pail to
drink from. During stops the guards would occasionally allow
them to drink from the stagnant carabao wallows on the sides
of the roads. Often these wallows contained the rotting bodies
of animals and men. Before long many prisoners became sickened
with dysentery. They had little choice because without water

they would have died of thirst.

On this last day's march, the guards were shouting,
clubbing, and having trouble keeping the column moving at
a regular pace....Many [prisoners] had dysentery from
drinking bad water that hadn't been chlorinated. I saw
one man leave the cgéumn to defecate and a guard shot him.
Some were bayonted.

As the march continued, more and more prisoners began
lagging behind either through illness or simply overwhelming
fatigue. Every source with information on the Death March told
of the brutal treatment by the Japanese during the march. The
Japanese did not allow stragglers and those who fell behind

were shot or bayoneted. Rank had no privilege for the crew

of Japanese soldiers assigned to "clean up" these stragglers.

Colonel Campbell, head of our Air Warning Service, was
bayoneted through the back when he did not walk fast enough
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to suit the Jap private behind him. He was only one of
the thousands thus.treated fgg stumbling or not keeping
pace with the killing march.

Some of the older soldiers, instead of facing the
"hideous ordeal of marching," chose to take matters into their
own hands and end the horror themselves. "To many of the men,
suicide seemed the only escape....Hardly a bridge was crossed
from which someone did not dive headfirst onto the rocks far
below."28

There was a disagreement in sources regarding age as
a factor in surviving as a prisoner of the Japanese. Some felt
that those who were older and had families fared better since
they had something to live for. Others felt that those who
were pining away for someone back home simply gave up waiting.
Some blamed the high death rates among the young men on lack
of experience and training and that officers were better
disciplined in matters of survival. Regardlgss of the reason,
the young enlisted men ultimately died in greater numbers than
the older officers as will be shown later.

The only respite for the men along the march came from
sympathetic Filipinos at the sides of the road who, at the risk
of their own lives, attempted to hand food or water to the weary
men. They often put water in cans in the weeds at the sides

of the road. Some men were able to jump out of ranks and take

a quick gulp while the guards were not looking. More often
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than not, however, the cans were kicked over by the guards and
the water left to soak quickly into the dust.

The food the men obtained along the march often was
simply sugar cane stripped from the fields during a stop to
allow trucks to pass. Some men were lucky and caught pieces
of candy thrown into their ranks by Filipinos. Still others
were able to reach out while passing a Filipino residence and
take more substantial food such as chicken, rice, or carabao
neat wrapped inside banana leaves. Occasionally, fights broke

out over the food.

At one of those residences, a Filipino tried to hand
me a sandwich, a sort of biscuit with carabao meat inside.
Just as I reached to take it, an arm came over myzghoulder,
and a hand snatched the sandwich out of my grasp.

The two men grappled for the meager sandwich in the
dirt until the first, an enlisted man, realized the man trying
to steal his sandwich was an officer. The enlisted man got
up off the ground and left the officer behind as he, "picked
the sandwich scraps from the ground among the horse droppings
in the street."30

Unit cohesion and respect for rank seemed to dwindle
as the march continued. The exhausted men simply looked at
the ground and placed one foot in front of the other. They
knew that if they quit they faced certain death. Soon it was

every man for himself and only the help from a close buddy might
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ensure survival. Sick and dying men clung to the arms of their
friends until both became too weak to continue. At least one
enlisted man was spurred on by a higher-ranking officer, but

not intentionally on the part of the officer.

I was real bad. This MP [military police] captain
started looking after me. I was getting weary. He said,
"Come on, Kermit." I felt I couldn't take another step....As
I went through one of the ranks I looked over and saw old
Colonel Garfinkel. I really disliked him. I was over in
the Philippines one time before, 1935, and had made corporal,
and I remembered that Garfinkel had reduced me. When I
saw him now I said to myself, "If that gray-haired bastard
can make it, so can 51" He gave me incentive. So I managed
to keep on chugging.

Each group of men eventually made it to the town of San
Fernando after a march of five to six days. Most had received
very little water and only one or two meals of rice while being
held overnight in barbed-wire enclosed pens which were covered
by the excretions of thousands who had passed ahead of them.
Flies Janced in the air and spread disease among the men. At
San Fernando the prisoners were again placed in pens to await
transportation by rail to Capas where they were forced walk
the final few miles to Camp O'Donnell. Men were dying by the
thousands at San Fernando. No one seemed to want to take charge

and try 5nd alleviate the suffering.

The live prisoners in the pen [at San Fernando] were
emotionally dead, perfect examples of zombies....No officers,
commissioned or noncommissioned, assumed command. Though
some prisoners continued to give a helping hand to tgs weak
and sick, by and large it was every man for himself.
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The men who survived at San Fernando were jammed into
small gauge box cars until there was no room between their
standing bodies. The air was stifling and the men who died
could not even fall to the ground due to being pressed together
so tightly.33 The ride to Capas lasted over three hours, but
seemed like an eternity to the men inside the oven-like heat.
Those who survived the trains managed to stumble the final
distance to Camp O'Donnell. Although several thousand Americans
and Filipinos died along the Death March, nothing would compare
to the scenes of death that would afflict them at O'Donnell.

Surprisingly, not all of the American prisoners were

forced to suffer the Death March. Some were transported to

Camp O'Donnell by automobile and truck.

The transporting of the small group of Luzon Force
Headguarters and the approximately 250 men of the 200th
Coast Artillery to O'Donnell, plus the short move by motor
of the hundred or more American officers from Limay to
Balanga on April 11th, seemed to indicate that there was
a bone fide intent on the part3gf the Japanese to utilize
trucks to clear the peninsula.

The first group of prisoners to arrive by truck at Camp
O'Donnell consisted of 133 officers and enlisted men of the
Luzon Force Staff, Tank Group, and Air Corps under the command
of Major General King. These men were quartered in the east

35 Other senior officers, including

portion of the camp.
Brigadier General William E. Brougher, were transported by

automobile and truck for much of the distance from Orani to
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San Fernando. Upon reaching San Fernando they were, "thrust

into the cattle cars with the enlisted men who had just staggered

out of Bataan.">®
Even some junior officers and enlisted men other than

those mentioned above were able to ride on trucks for part or

all of the distance from Bataan to San Fernando or even Capas.

The inconsistency of the Japanese guards became readily apparent

as they loaded some sick men aboard trucks while they were

bayoneting others along the road.

A few hours later a Japanese truck convoy...stopped
by our shed [while resting along the march at Orani]. They
loaded all the sick, the lame, and the lazy onto those trucks
and moved us to San Fernando. Incidentally, at the time
they loaded us on that truck I'll have to admit to being
lazy. I wasn't sick any longer. I went past my group twenty
minutes 13 er. They'd been on the road in the sun a couple
of hours.

There did not seem to be any organization on the part

. of the Japanese regarding the use of truck transportation..

Mercy or brutality seemed to depend on the attitude of the guards
from one area to the next. Some men who were not even sick

were loaded aboard trucks and transported all the way to Capas

sparing them most of the march and the awful trip on the cattle

carse.

Midmorning one of the days, we boarded some trucks that
were coming back from dumping their equipment down at the
staging area for Corregidor. They jammed us on tight until
we were like vertical logs. As the trucks went forward,
we passed some marching American columns. When these men
saw Americans on the trucks they tried to hang on to the
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sides and backs of the trucks. We were moving too fast

and they fell off. If they didn't get to their feet fast

enough, they were caught and beaten by their guards. A

few hours later we rolled into Capas, from where we walked

an additional few miles to Camp O'Donnell. A week later

I realized how lucky I was. Most of the men had walked,

not ridden, out of Bataan. These men, when they began to

arrive at O'Donnell, were in just terrible condition. It

was hard to believe tggt these were the same men that I

had surrendered with.

The exact number of Americans who died on the Death
March has been very difficult to determine. The reason for
this is because confusion during the latter days of the battle
does not permit an exact count on the number of persons who
survived to begin the march. Additional confusion is addeqd
by not being able to count the exact number of Americans who
swam to Corregidor; were patients in the Bataan hospitals; or
were placed immediately on work details. The official estimate
on the number of Americans alive on 3 April 1942 has been placed
at 11,796. The number of patients in the two hospitals has
been placed at approximately 1,575. At least 300 Americans
definitely made it to Corregidor. This means that there would
have been approximately 9,921 left to begin the march. It is
known that approximately 9,300 made it to Camp O'Donnell.
Therefore approximately 600-650 Americans may have died on the
march or managed to escape and died 1ater.39
The infamous Bataan Death March was no respecter of

person. All men suffered regardless of rank or station in life.

It is unknown, but the percentage of deaths by rank was likely

proportional based on the numbers beginning the march. There
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is little evidence that a higher percentage of officers over
enlisted rode in vehicles. The Japanese allowed very few
distinctions based on rank during the first few days following
surrender. All of the American prisoners, including General
King, the commander of all Luzon Forces, were taken to Camp
O'Donnell. It was there that the men began to die in large
numbers. It was also there that distinctions in rank began

to have the greatest impact on survival.
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CHAPTER 4

THE EARLY DAYS

Camp O'Donnell

Camp O'Donnell was a partially completed Philippine
Army camp in central Luzon abandoned by the Americans and
Filipinos as the Japanese advanced down the Bataan peninsula.1
As each group stumbled wearily into the camp they were welcomed

by an ugly, disfigured Japanese camp commander.

We were counted, then lectured by the Camp C.0., a
retired captain....We were P.W. and at his mercy; we are
the eternal enemies of Japan. We have no rank, will wear 2
no insivnia, we will salute all Japanese regardless of rank.
It was during this speech that most of the prisoners
realized for the first time that they were not yet considered
official prisoners of war by the Japanese. Their status as
mere captives did not change until late August when most major
units had surrendered or been captured.3
Following the welcome speech the prisoners were subjected
to another search by the Japanese guards. Although there were

no distinctions made in rank as to who would be searched, some

prisoners said the Japanese took the blankets from the enlisted

67



men and later issued them to the officers.4 This practice could
not have been widespread since those men who suffered the Death
March had already had all their personal possessions taken.

Many accounts also said that the marchers discarded everything
except their canteens in order to survive the march.

Some American command structure existed as early as
11 April 1942 as members of General King's headquarters and
about 250 members of the 200th Coastal Artillery Group arrived
by truck. American prisoners were separated from the Filipinos
in different parts of the camp.

The adjutant of the command group, John E. Olson, made
an attempt to keep a daily record of arrivals, departures and
deaths at Camp O'Donnell. The departures were prisoners going
out on work details. Most of these men came back into camp

from time to time and were counted as another arrival.

RECORD OF PERSONNEL AT CAMP O'DONNBLLS
DATE ARR DEP DIED TOTAL COMMENTS
April
11 383 0 0 383 (DSR is Daily
12 0 0 0 383 Status Report)
13 0 0 0 383
14 1,500 0 4 1,879
15 1,500 0 0 3,379
16 987 0 4 4,362 Train dead.
17 0 0 4 4,355 Several dead.
18 1,188 0 2 5,544
19 92 0 1 5,635 DSR 5,636
20 0 0 0 5,590 DSR 5,590
21 832 0 3 6,464 DSR 5,465
22 904 246 1 7,121
23 423 76 0 7,467
‘24 1,255 269 0 8,449
25 120 0 4 8,252
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DATE ARR DEP DIED TOTAL COMMENTS
26 396 259 14 8,375 DSR 8,126
27 56 0 9 8,533 DSR 8,589
28 31 0 22 8,587 DSR 8,545
29 12 0 7 8,612
30 19 10 15 8,602 DSR 8,609
May
1 98 0 26 8,602 Total deaths 100
2 0 0 13 8,675 DSR 8,674
3 0 0 13 8,661
4 41 133 15 8,646
5 103 99 19 8,635
6 10 966 21 8,518
7 9 14 22 7,530
8 1 70 24 7,505 DSR 7,502
9 104 4 22 7,484
10 4 182 24 7,560
11 0 217 32 7,376
12 0 200 25 7,104
13 10 0 29 6,875 DSR 6,885
14 0 112 23 6,750
15 50 253 24 6,523
16 33 187 21 6,348
17 55 1 31 6,370 DSR 6,371
18 27 1 30 6,366
19 122 110 43 6,335
20 37 56 30 6,292 DSR 6,284
21 28 67 33 6,215
22 25 306 37 5,896
23 37 87 44 5,802
24 83 29 40 5,818
25 40 5 35 5,818
26 11 1 38 5,780
27 239 142 47 5,830
28 104 49 42 5,892
29 0 0 50 5,793
30 33 6 49 5,721
31 5 3 44 5,679
June
1 0 1,500 37 4,142
2 0 850 22 3,270
3 0 0 64 3,206
4 9 2,245 28 1,263

It is obvious that the record above was made under some
duress and the figures do not always add up. Nevertheless it

shows that an attempt was made to keep track of people and
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general trends can be derived from the figures. The Daily Status
Report was a required report given to the Japanese commander.

It did not always track with the diary record above because

the totals on the report had to egqual the official count by

the Japanese or the adjutant would have been executed. It must
have bheen a monumental effort to ensure the records were correct
enough to fool the Japanese. The record of deaths appears to

be the only constant figure on the chart.

Following the official welcome and search the newcomers
were turned over to a waiting party of Americans who had arrived
earlier. At first the men were separated according to unit
and then placed into respective barracks. General King addressed
some of the first groups to arrive. "His words were simple
and to the point. He apologized to all for the circumstances
which they found themselves and shouldered the blame for the
fact that the surrender had been necessary."6

The term "barracks" is used rather loosely above. Some
accounts of the arrival at Camp O'Donnell differ from that
explained above. Some said that at first, officers and enlisted
men simply moved into the area assigned to the Americans and
occupied, "the first structures that appeared in their paths."7
After the first few days, however, the accounts said the

Americans began separating themselves according to rank and

unit.

We were divided into groups by rank and assigned to
barracks. My barracks, about fifty feet from headnuarters,
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had an unfloored dirt aisle down the center. On each side

of the aisle were double-decked platforms floored with bamboo

slats. These were our sleeping qugrters. There were no

bunks, blankets, or mosgquito nets.

Most of the buildings at Camp O'Donnell consisted of

bamboo structures covered by a nipa thatched roof. Many of
the huts had fallen in and, since it was the beginning of the
rainy season, the gaping holes on the top exposed the inhabitants

to the monsoon rains. Some officers, however, were billeted

in wooden buildings.

It has been impossible to reconstruct an accurate sketch
of the layout of the buildings in each sector and sub-sector.
Each had a mixture of bamboo barracks and small wooden
buildings. The former were used to billet the men and the
latter as off;cers quarters and Group/Sub-Group
headquarters.

The availability of wooden buildings for the officers
would have had a minor impact on survival since everyone slept
on the floor. Yet those in the buildings would have escaped
the dampness of the rain and the mud which accumulated under
the bamboo structures. As more and more Americans arrived at
the camp the conditions of the sleeping quarters became cramped
and even the substandard bamboo huts overflowed with sick and
dying men.

Initially, there was plenty of room on the bamboo floors
or built-in wooden bunks in the barracks for everyone to
bed down. By the time I recovered from my bout with
dysentery, however, space was becoming scarce as more and
more American and Filipino POWs poured in....POWs who were

not seriously ill had to find room under the barracks.
Because most of the sick men above were suffering from
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dysentery and the accompanying problems of uncontrolable
bowels, and because the bamboo poles that formed the floors
had air spaces betwee?othem, the shelter beneath the barracks
became a septic slum.
The conditions for officers were not much better. During
the latter stages of the war, the United States Secretary of

State sent a telegram to Japanese Prime Minister Tojo complaining

of camp conditions and warning of American retribution.

At Camp O'Donnell many of the men had to live without

shelter during 1942. 1In one case twenty-three officers

were assigned to a shack, fourteen by twenty feet in size.

Drinking water was extroinely scarce, it being necessary

to stand in line six to cen hours to get a drink. Officers

had no bath for the first thirty-five days in the camp and

had but one1qallon of water each to have their baths after

that delay.

This account obviously had no impact on the conditions

of the men at Camp O'Donnell since they had long since moved
on. It does show, however, that the officers were relatively
cramped and living in filthy conditions. No first hand accounts
ever reported the luxury of having a gallon of water in which
to bathe. If this was the case for the officers it certainly
was not so for the enlisted soldiers. Water was so scarce at
Camp O'Donnell that the only accounts of people bathing were
those that stood under the eaves of buildings during a rain
storm to rinse off. There does seem toc have been a major
disparity in living conditions between the officers and enlisted.
While some officers felt pity for the enlisted men, many found

they could do nothing to help.
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It was a depressing sight to see how our troops were
living. They were staying in buildings that had fallen
down, with the roofs still intact. They would crawl under
these roofs to sleep and try to stay out of the rain or
even the heavy dews. Some had holes dug in the ground and
some would crawl under the floor of old buildings. TBey
had sore throats, bad colds, malaria, and dysentery.

On the 9th of May 1942, about one month after the
prisoners began arriving at Camp O'Donnell, the officers of
the rank of colonel and above were transferred out of Camp
O'Donnell to Tarlac, another camp farther north on Luzon.13
The removal of General King and the other senior officers left
Camp O'Donnell with only lower-ranking field grade officers
in charge. This transfer did not seem to have any real impact
on the men remaining behind at Camp O'Donnell, but the senior
officers who left were spared the depressing sight of endless
burials.

The only potable water available in Camp O'Donnell
came from a small number of spigots where the water came out
only in a trickle. Vast numbers of men waited'in line for up
to ten hours holding clinking canteens on a stick in order to
obtain drinking water. Although there were reports of officers

wléd

“"monopolizing water buckets, most officers waited their turns.

Because of the segregation [of officers from enlisted
men], I came into contact with officers only when I was
standing in the water line. The only source of water for
personal use in the American section was one defective,
rusty hydrant where a slowly moving line of men stood most
of the day. Rank or class distinctions were never observed
at the water line. Officers did not attempt to pull rank
to gain quicker access to the hydrant and, to the best of15
my knowledge, waited their turn the same as enlisted men.
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The only other source of water at the camp was a nearby
creek. Enlisted men on details brought the water back to the
camp in barrels to be boiled for use in cooking the daily rice
issue. The water was stagnant and some prisoners heard that
the hundreds of dying Filipino prisoners were simply being thrown
into the creek farther upstream. Many prisoners also believed
that the extremely high death rates among the Filipinos was
due to their drinking the polluted water. At first the officers
assumed that the American ~nlisted rr soners knew better than

16

to drink the contaminated water. Not all of them, however,

heeded the warnings of the officers not to drink from the creek.

We marched down the hill to a stream covered with green
filth - just a carabao watering hole. To my amazement,
the Filipino soldiers, contrary to their teaching by American
officers, fell face-forward and drank, pushing back the
green moss and brush. Our American group pleaded with them
not to drink until they were back and could boil the
water....I didn't feel too proud of our own group. Three
or four did just the same. A man dying of thir§§ is going
to satisfy that desire and ask questions later.

A guard of American officers was eventually placed at
the creek to prevent further contamination of the creek from
the Filipinos and to prevent the enlisted men from drinking
the unboiled water. There were usually ten to twelve officers
on the detail serving for four to five hours at a time.18

The drinking of foul water is cited in numerous accounts

as being the primary cause for most of the initial deaths at

Camp O'Donnell and subsequently at Camp Cabanatuan No. 1.

74




The foul water caused dysentery which debilitated the men and
prevented them from obtaining nutrition from their scant diet
of rice. Their bodies succumbed to other diseases such as
malaria and pellagra and very soon men were dying so quickly
the burial detail was unable to keep up.

Some officers, however, found that by volunteering for
the water guard duty, they were able to obtain extra food from

civilian Filipinos.

We always carried a raincoat to the detail. This was
to hide the food we got from the civilian Filipinos. The
infantry officers had the best of this task, as the Filipinos
only came to the river at night when the Japgnese guards
were not able to spot them in the darkness.

Most of the food provided by the Japanese at Camp
O'Donnell consisted of rice, boiled to a tasteless mass of white
paste in large iron caldrons. The rice was infested with weevils
and worms and contained small rocks. Occasionally the prisoners
received small amounts of vegetables in a water& soup.

The prisoners knew that they would not be able to survive
on the rations issued by the Japanese. Because of this, many
prisoners obtained food from outside sources at great personal
risk. The bulk of additional food eaten by the prisoners came
from either the water detail or from enlisted work details which

left the camp and returned. This food, however, was not always

shared equally.
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Trouble with officers at O'Donnell was not unusual.
The one thing that just really bothered me more than anything
else was the absolute lack of control anyone had over them.
And they apparently couldn't control themselves. I think
they expected to have the same kind of consideration they
got in peace-time. I think, too, that they thought they
should have some extra privileges that nobody else had.
For example, they expected somewhat better rations. The
officers had better contacts with the Filipinos and through
that they were able to get better food. Once, when I was
out on a detail, I got four stalks of bananas. When I
returned to camp they didn't go to the hospital. They went
to the officers' mess. That's the kind of stuff I'm talking
about. There were large numbers of people who objected
to this strenuously. They were going to kill the officers
responsible....They were going to get the extra food or
get rid of the few who were eating it....I think a couple
of officers finally establishedzsontrol and the extra food
in the officers' mess did stop.

It is very likely that the officers chose not to go
on work details during the early days and therefore were unable
to obtain additional food except through the water detail.

The enlisted men probably felt that if they took the risk of
smuggling food back into the camp, they should not have to share
it with the officers. The animosity that developed as shown
above is understandable when'people are starving."The enlisted
men probably felt that all the officers had to do was go out

and work and get food for themselves. Eventually many officers
chose to do just that.

The physical barriers surrounding Camp O'Donnell
consisted simply of four strands of barbed wire and intermittent
guard towers. Lighting around the camp was poor and the native
cogan grass of the prairie on which the camp was situated came

to with a few yards of the fence. Additionally, the creek and
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cemetery were both outside the perimeter of the camp fence.
The combination of these circumstances naturally draws one to

the question as to why Americans did not attempt to escape?

Why did not many prisoners try to escape? First...was
the utterly debilitated mental and physical condition of
the prisoners....Second, was the command attitude. General
King addressed each arriving group and ordered them to obey
the instructions of the Japanese [attempting escape was
punishable by death]. In justice to General King, there
was little else he could do. The admonition did, however,
create doubt in the minds of all as to whether attempting
to escape would be construed as desertion or direct
disobedience of orders if the Americi? was lucky enough
to make it back to American control.

The order by General King to obey the Japanese must
have come as a cremendous slap in the face for the prisoners.
They had fought the Japanese and fallen back for several months
and now they were told to cease trying to resist. The morale
of the soldiers and airmen must have been shattered and many
must have just quit trying to maintain the struggle to survive.

With little to eat and dysentery rampant in the camp,
men began to die in ever-increasing numbers. One barracks was
set aside as a hospital, but it was little more than a bamboo-
floored hut where prisoners were taken to die. The medicine
issued by the Japanese was not enough to treat the hundreds
of cases of dysentery present in the camp. What little quinine
that was provided was distributed to the doctors based on the

number of patients for which each was responsible. The doctors

decided to give patients, selected by lottery, a, “sufficient
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dose to bring about remission, rather than waste the drug by
giving each individual a single noneffective dose."22
Some evidence suggests that medical corpsmen stole some
of the drugs to sell in order to obtain money to buy food for
themselves. One doctor was even accused of selling medicine,
but the charges were never proven. Other drugs were also
obtained from outside sources by men on detaii: to sell to the
dying prisoners who had money.z3
Unfortunately, many prisoners were unable to obtain
either enough food or medicine to ensure survival and two weeks
after their arrival, they began dying. 1Initially the numbers
were small - about thirteen per day, but as can be readily seen
on the previous chart, by 6 May 1942, the daily death toll was
more than twenty and it continued to increase until it reached
a high of sixty-four in one day on 3 Juvne 1942.24
The dead were taken outside of the hospital and placed
under: the building until the burial detail could catch up.
Most of the prisoners were buried together in common graves
without respect to rank. One officer, however, received
permission to bury his friernd in a separate hole.25

Occasionally, animosity between the enlisted and the officers

even spilled over at the cemetery.

There was a Corporal O'Brien and a Lieutenant O'Brien.
For some reason Corporal O'Brien hated the guts of Lieutenant
O'Brien. Something happened and the corporal promised the
lieutenant that he was going to dig the lieutenant's grave
and then piss on him before he covered him up. Two weeks
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or so later, Lieutenant O'Brien died and Corporal O'Brien

kept his promise. A week later Corporal O'Brien also died.26

The camp adjutant reported a total of 1,547 men died
and were buried at Camp O'Donnell. The exact percentage of
officers to enlisted men at the camp has not been determined,
but a rough estimate can be established using the strength
figures at the beginning of the war and the status chart shown
earlier. The initial percentage of officers to enlisted men
on Luzon was approximately 15.6 percent. Since there appeared
to be no favoritism for rank during the Death March, deaths
on the march should have occurred on a generally equal basis.
Therefore, the percentage of officers to enlisted men should
have remained fairly constant throughout the arrival phase of
prisoners at Camp O'Donnell. The arrival and departure of
enlisted men on work details would have had an impact on the
total percentage as well as the departure of the senior officers
from the camp, but the overall percentage of officers to enlisted
in the camp should never have fallen below the original 15.6
percent. It is likely that the percentage of officers was higher
due to the work details. The exact number of officers who died,
along with a roster of their names, has been set at fifty-nine.27
A quick calculation shows that officer deaths represented only
3.8 percent of the total deaths in the camp.

There is no explanation for the disparity of deaths
between the officers and enlisted. The same reference above

shows that forty-three of the fifty-nine deaths were company
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grade officers. The camp adjutant went back to his original
records and examined the death certificates and came to the
conclusion that death was highest among the youngest in the
camp. He noted that he recorded the age on at least 279 of

the certificates and made the following chart.

Deatl By Age Groups28

Camp O'Donnell
11 April - 5 July, 1942

AGE AGE AGE
17-1 26-22 36-2
18-1 27-9 33-2
19-3 28-15 40-2
20-12 29-9 43-1
21-18 30-19 45-4
22-26 31-1 51-1
23-38 32-6 54-1
24-32 33-2 Total 279
25-47 35-5

It is difficult to determine the impact of death based
on age from these figures because 279 is only 18 percent of
the total deaths, and thére is no way of knowing the ages of
the men in the camp to make a comparison. It is likely that
the deaths in the camp were proportional to the naturally
occurring ages of the men who were prisoners. But one cannot
discount the impression of the adjutant. He was there and it
was his impression that death hit the young men hardest.

Naturally there is a fair amount of extrapolation in
the figures above, but it should be noted that the officers

figures are always best case. It is possible that the
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percentage of officers at Camp O'Donnell was higher than 15.6
percent due to several factors: enlisted deaths during
thefighting on Bataan; the work details; and a lower percentage
of officer deaths on the march. It is also possible that the
units that could not be identified as being only on Luzon could
have lowered the percentage of officers to enlisted. But it
would be outrageous to believe that the percentage of officers
to enlisted at Camp O'Donnell was anywhere close to the 3.8
percent of the total number that died. Because of this the
only conclusion that can be reached by this author is that the
officers at Camp O'Donnell escaped the high death rates by a
combination of better guarters, better water, better sanitation,
and better food. It is also possible that more officers survived
because some would argue they were better educated and had more
self discipline.

Due to the extremely high death rates, the prisoners
were transferred to another camp near the town of Cabanatuan
beginning in June 1942. Almost one-fifth of the men who entered
Camp O'Donnell did not leave. All the deaths occurred in
approximately fifty days from mid-April to early June. Some
enlisted men believed that the officers might have been able

to make a difference at Camp O'Donnell.

In general, the performance of Army officers at Camp
O'Donnell was poorer than it might have been. For selfish
reasons, I desperately wanted to see aggressive leadership
from our officers. I felt that had they made a greater
effort, morale among the enlisted men would have been much
higher....For example, the superior performance of the U.S.
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Navy officers at Bilibid Prison resulted in a much higher
quality of life for all the military personnel there....
Looking back, I am forced to admit that the officers probably
could not have done anything to alleviate, in any significant
way, the terrible situation there. Officers at O'Donnell,
like enlisted men, were spiritlggs, hollow-eyed men dying

of dysentery and broken hearts.

The Work Details

With dozens of American men dying daily at Camp O'Donnell
from starvation and disease, many chose to depart the camp on
a work detail in order to improve their chances of receiving
additional food or medicine. Many of the details, however,
were only for short periods of time with the prisoners returning
to camp after the task was completed. Some details left Camp
O'Donnell and stayed away until after O'Donnell had closed.

In the beginning, the details were made up primarily

of enlisted men and noncommissioned officers with an officer

supposedly along to supervise.

The prisoners were organized into companies of two-
hundred each with an American officer at its head. The
officers went along with the men, but were not allowed to
supervise the work. If we could have assigned the men to
the tasks, sparing the enfeebled soldiers and shifting the
heavier work to the stronger ones, we might have been able
to save many lives....But we were used chiefly as ‘
interpreters3and as butts for the jokes, insults, and abuse
of the Japs.

Most of the initial work details at Camp O‘'Donnell were
internal and consisted of basic necessities such as

wood-gathering, water-carrying, cooking, and digging graves.
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The men for these details were selected by the officers and

senior noncommissioned officers.31

Soon the Japanese began
demanding men to work outside the camp and the distinction
between privates and noncommissioned officers disappeared.

Even officers were sometimes forced to work.32

Most of the larger details had one or more officers.

In certain instances the American Group Headquarters [at
Camp O'Donnell] filled all or the bulk of the detail with
officers and men from the same organization in order to
retain unit integrity and enhance discipline. While this
was desirable for morale and administration, in a few
instances it had one major disheartening feature. Where
the Japanese in charge of the detail3gere arbitrary and
merciless, the casualties were high.

Occasionally officers were selected as part of a special
work detail designed by the Japanese for intelligence and
propaganda purposes. These details included officers being
forced to explain their communications systems between Bataan
and Corregidor, radio propaganda broadcasts in Manila, and even
a humorous search for a fictitious tunnel the Japanese thought

linked Bataan with Corregidor.34

These special details for
officers only involved a handful of men who had special skills
or were simply the right branch and rank for Japanese propaganda
needs. Although the officers were not treated with the dignity
their rank demanded, they did have an opportunity to return

to civilization if even for a brief period of time.

As time dragged on at Camp O'Donnell a few officers

decided to volunteer to be part of the work details.
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The detail that departed on the 16th [of May 1942]
totaled 187 of whom 21 were officers, but curiously no NCOs.
The answer lies in the fact that many of the officers had
become so restless with nothing to do they voluntee."ed.

In compliance with the Japanese order issued the firxt day,
none wore insignia of rank, so the Japanese did not kinow

a man was an officer unless he declared himself to be.

In these circumstances, there was a chance of better
conditions than O'Donnell, so tggre were those that gamblea.
Some benefited, others did not.

Most of the recruitment for work details at O'Donnell
took place at the water line since the majority of the camp
population spent their time waiting endlessly to fill their
canteens.36 It was here that many of the officers volunteered
for the work details. It was a risky business for an officer
to volunteer to work. As mentioned previously, the Hague and
Geneva Conventions Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of
War in both 1907 and 1929 fcrbade the detaining nations to compel
officers to work. Because of this many officers felt it would

be an act of collaboration to volunteer for manual labor.

When I run out and volunteered to go on a detail, because
I was an officer, they called me a collaborator. I figured,
well, forget that Philippine Army commission, dump it down
the drain. I didn't want to be charged with collaboration,
if I ever made it through. I just quit it right there in
O'Donnell. I also didn't figure I was collaborating. I
was just going to help myself, because I was ready to take
one of theg7sixteen places in the burial hole and I didn't
want that.

The most frequently assigned work detail outside the
camp during the early weeks of captivity went to the men who

were truck drivers. The Japanese had very few motorized vehicles
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and were unable to operate the gear systems of the captured
American vehicles. The men assigned to these details made
contact with the civilian Filipinos and obtained food and
medicines. Some used the detail to help their friends, while
others, "became black marketeers and sold precious drugs at
excessive prices to helpless dying men."38
Even though some of the drivers took advantage of the
other prisoners, it was through them that the sick men in
O'Donnell learned of better conditions on the outside. Because
of this, many of the enlisted men volunteered for work. Some

of the details were good and the men were able to obtain food

they had not seen since before the war started.

When this detail ended they shipped all the drivers
back to O'Donnell, but they took the maintenance people
to Manila. After driving a while it [the convoy] stopped
and the guards went into a store that sold candies. They
came out with lots of stuff and gave us jars39f strawberry
jam. I'll never forget it - strawberry jam.
Not only did some of the details receive treats such
.as jam, some received additional food such as meat and sugar.
Because of this, deaths on some details were almost
nonexistent.4o
Some of the men remained on work details even after
the prisoners were transferred from O'Donnell to Cabanatuan.
Their conditions were so good that they did not wish to return
to the main body of prisoners. It is possible that some

prisoners remained outside the normal prisoner camps until they
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were eventually transferred to Japan. It was a risky business
because the prisoners never knew when they would be put under

a brutal guard or forced to do dangerous work.

One afternoon a truck load of forty men arrived from
Cabanatuan to re-inforce [sic]) our detail. I knew two of
the men in the group and immediatzly inquired about
conditions in the central camp. I learned that thousands
of men had died and were still perishing in alarming numbers.
Then I realized that I was better off being away from the
main body of prisoners, for help such as I had obtained
in the village wog}d have been impossible in a camp of
thousands of men.

The odds outside the camps seemed better, but not all
the details were good. Some men were forced into road-building
or clearing jungles for airfields. Others worked as stevedores
on the docks at Manila. Many of these details were even formed
during the Death March. One account told of an English-speaking
Japanese guard who ordered all members of the Engineers to move
off to the side of the road. These men were literally worked
to death doing heavy work such as bridge repair and road
building.42

One of these road-building details was particularly
deadly. Three-hundred men were taken into the jungle near the
town of Lipa. Their job was to construct a road after clearing
the mass of vegetation by hand. They slept on the ground in

the rain and had to build ovens out of river stones in order

to cook their food. The men quickly came down with dysentery
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and pneumonia. Within three weeks it is estimated that only

thirty-five men out of the 300 survived.43
In almost all cases the officers accompanying these

work details went along as supervisors rather than workers,

In August 1942 the Japanese began paying officers. During the

work details after August, officers were able to purchase food

from the Filipinos. Sometimes the enlisted men on the details

who had no money would try and strike up a partnership in order

to share the food.

I soon met an officer...who also had been having buddy
trouble and was looking for a new partner. After
commiserating with each other, we decided to become partners,
agreeing to share and share alike....Meanwhile, a group
of Filipino civilians came by selling various food items.
Since I had no money, I could not take advantage cf that
attractive mobile market, but my new partner purchased a
whole chicken, fried in pieces and wrapped in banana
leaves....When I asked for a piece of chicken, I instantly
sensed by the expression on45he officer's face that he was
becoming a reluctant buddy.

Most accounts state that the officers uvften remained

in the base camps of the work details and took care of sick
prisoners. They supervised the preparing of meals and attempted
to trade with the Filipinos to get more food for the men.
Occasionally the Japanese allowed the men to gather American
rations found during the details and use these to supplement
their rice issue. On the road-building detail near the town

of Tayabas, the prisoners kept their supply of food in a small

pen which they made from bamboo and banana leaves. Unfortunately
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someone was sneaking in during the night and stealing from the

common stock.

Captain Pierce, the officer most respected by the POWs
and the one trying valiantly to establish some measure of
internal administration, found that someone was slipping
into the food pen at night and stealing the canned goods.

One night the Captain hid in the pen. About midnight a
figure entered the facility and began picking up the canned
goods. The culprit was another officer who had been staying
in camp during the day, ostensibly to aid with administrative
matters. As punishment, Captaigspierce sent the thieving
officer out on the road detail.

The work details from Camp O'Donnell, and later Camp
Cabanatuan, proved to be a life-saver for some and a death
csentence for others. Even the road-building detail at Tayabas
mentioned above where the men received American rations resulted
in the deaths of many men. Dying prisoners were taken from
this detail to the hospital facility at 0l1d Bilibid Prison in
Manila. Commander Thomas Hayes, an American naval doctor at
the facility, felt the deaths were caused by, "the ineptitude

of their own American camp commanders,” and that prisoners who

volunteered for this detail to escape Camp O‘Donnell were,
"swapping the devil for a witch."46
Nevertheless, men continued to volunteer for the work
details even after being transferred to the slightly better
conditions at Cabanatuan because the Japanese offered them

slightly better rations as an incentive and it was the only

opportunity of making outside contacts with the Filipinos.
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Once the officers began receiving pay they gerierally
ceased volunteering for work. The enlisted men, however,
continued to work even though the additional benefits usually

resulted in a net loss.

The small amount of extra food was more than burned
up by hard labor and long hours. At least, though, they
had the mental diversion of getting from behind the barbed
wire and away f{gm the depressing environment of sick and
dying comrades.

By 4 June 1942 all but about 400 of the sickest men
had been transferred from Camp O'Donnell to the camps near

48 But the dying was far from over. More men

Cabanatuan City.
would die during the first six months at Cabanatuan than from

the Death March and Camp O'Donnell combined. It was also at
Cébanatuan that rank distinctions appeared to have even a greater

impact on survival.
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CHAPTER 5
CABANATUAN

The Cabanatuan prison camp was actually three camps
located a few miles to the northeast of Cabanatuan City. The
camps were made up of prisoners from three groups: the prisoners
from Camp O'Donnell; most of those captured when Corregidor
was surrendered; and patients left behind in the field hospitals

on Bataan.

Some of the American prisoners arrived in late May
[1942]). The sick and wounded who had remained behind on
Bataan...arrived first and were placed in Camp No. 3. The
men who surrendered on Corregidor began to arrive there
shortly afterwards and its rolls eventually reached 6,066
prisoners....Once Camp No. 3 reached this quota, the
remaining 1,500 Corregidor prisoners in Bilibid were shipped
to Cabanatuan Camp No. 2, where they arrived around May
31 [{1942]. There be*ng no water in the camp, they were
moved to Camp No. 1.

The prisoners from O'Donnell began arriving at Camp
No. 1 on 2 June 1942. The total number transferred from
O‘Donnell to Cabanatuan No. 1 has been estimated between 4,595
and 5,850.2 Camp No. 3 consisted of about 3,500 soldiers and
2,500 sailors and marines. The camp was divided into three

groups each commanded by a lieutenant colonel. The groups were

further subdivided into four companies of 550 men commanded
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by a captain. These companies were then divided into three
or four sections (each section being one barracks) commanded
by a lieutenant.3

Most accounts regarding Corregidor stated that there
were approximately 11,000 people on the island when it fell.
It is not known how many of these were Filipinos or American
civilians, but it is apparent that not all of these people went
to Cabanatuan. It is possible that some of the Americanr were
placed on work details or remained at Bilibid. It is also very
possible that some of them were taken to camps in the Visayan
Islands and then on to Malaybalay on Mindanao. Some accounts
of the Davao Penal Colony on Mindanao stated that approximately
1,200 Americans from the Malaybalay camp joined another group
of 1,000 who had been shipped from Cabanatuan in October 1942.
Since the forces in the Visayan Islands and Mindanao were made
up of Philippine Army soldiers led by a few high-ranking American
officers, it follows that the 1,200 Americans who were held
at Malaybalay might have come from Corregidor.

The prisoners arriving at Camp No. 1 from O'Donnell
discovered that even though the Corregidor prisoners beat them

there by only a few days, they were considered the "black sheep"

among prisoners due to their debilitated conditions.

When I arrived at Cabanatuan, the prisoners from
Corregidor had already arrived and set up their organization.
My experience was that they did their damndest at first
to keep me out of their organization. When I arrived, there
was what you might call a black market operating. People
were managing to get things in from outside. There was
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no way that I was allowed to get any of that stuff. If
you got a detail that left camp, you could generally get
something in the way of coconuts or bananas or sugar to

bring back with you. These, of course, were choice details.

I don't know anyone from Bataan who, at first, got to go
on these details. We got the ones inside the camp. We
were the most sick too. That kept many from going out of
the camp. We paid a price for that.

The price paid by the O'Donnell prisoners was indeed
high. Close to 740 died in the month of June 1942 alone with
130 from an outbreak of diptheria. Between the end of June
and December 1942 nearly 2,000 more would die in Camp No. 1.
The effects of the Death March and the conditions at Camp
O'Donnell took a heavy toll on the weakened men. Of an equal
number of men in Camp No. 3, only sixty-one died between June
and October 1942.5 To be snubbed by other prisoners who were
in a position to help was the unkindest cut of all. That it
was allowed to happen at all is almost unforgiveile.

The following is a list of the causes of death at

Cabanatuan No. 1 .-between May 1942 and December 1943.6

CAUSEE OF DEATH AT CABANATUAN NO. 1

1942

Reason M J J

Malaria 151 322 95
Dysentery 293 392 148 1
Pellagra

Beriberi

Diptheria 19 60
Pneumonia 6
Diabetes

Malnutrition
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1942 continued

Reason M

J

Inanition

21

Tuberculosis

Colitis

Apoplexy

Avitaminosis

11

Scurvy

Tonsilitis

Trench Mouth

Nephritis

Heart disease

w| hﬁwm

)
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Spleen

Injuries

Pylitis

o] =

Cellulitis

Cerebral Hem

Meningitis

bl b} b b

Peritonitis

Septicimia

Jaundice

Gangrene

Suicide

Cancer

Atrophy of Liver

Shot
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Reason J

943

Malaria

R

Dysentiery

-d

Pellagra

F

Beriberi

N
wnlool

Diptheria

Pneumonia
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Diabetes

Malnutrition

Inanition

Tuberculosis 1

Colitis

Apoplexy

Avitaminosis

Scurvy

Tonsilitis

Trench Mouth

Nephritis

Heart disease

Spleen

Injuries
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1943 continued
Reason J F M A

M J J A S 0 N D

Pylitis

Cellulitis

Cerebral Hem

Meningitis

Peritonitis

Septicimia

Jaundice

Gangrene

Suicide

Cancer

Atrophy of Liver

chot 1

1 1

The total number of deaths on the chart above is 2,649.

A few more died after this time, but what is significant is

that almost all of the deaths occurred by January 1943.

Furthermore, the vast majority of the deaths were from dysentery,

malaria, pellagra and beriberi - the very same reasons the men

died at O'Donnell. Once again the deaths seem to have hit the

young enlisted men hardest.

Of the men who died during July [1942] at Camp 1, 85

percent were under thirty.

Ten percent of the enlisted

men died, compared to about 4 percent of the officers.
Given the fact that nearly all of the men, young and old,
officers and enlisted, had their hopes dashed on the Death
March and during their stay at Camp O'Donnell and were
weakened by disease and malnutrition, some probable causes
for the higher death among enlisted men might have been:
they were being tested for the first time; they had no wife
and children who needed them; they possessed little or no
money or other means to get extra food and medicine; and
finally, they lacked the resourcefulness and determingtion
that usually comes with maturity and long experience.

In October 1942 two details left the Cabanatuan Camps.

Each consisted of approximately one-~thousand men. One group
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went to Davao in Mindanao and the other to Mukden, Manchuria.
Because of the reduction in prisoners, the Japanese closed Camp
No. 3 and moved the remaining 3,000 men to Camp No. 1. The
total prisoners left in Camp No. 1 was approximately 8,700.8
The water situation in the camps was not much better
than at Camp O'Donnell, but there are no reports of enlisted
men drinking foul water. That is not to say it did not occur
because the enlisted were required to bathe in a nearby river.
But, regardless of the critical water situation, once again

reports show that the officers were not allowed to use their

status to gain an advantage.

Because I didn't have malaria or dysentery, I was put
in charge of the water faucet. The faucet didn't trickle
like at O'Donnell, it dripped....If an officer tried to
pull rank ang get ahead in the line, he was told where to
go and fast.

There are no reports or photographs of men showering
under the eaves of the huts at Cabanatuan. There are also no
reports of river water being used for the preparation of the
rice, but this practice must have continued considering the
thousands of prisoners needing to be fed. Even though the water
situation was critical and the enlisted men were required to
march as a company to a nearby river to bathe and wash their
clothes, some reports show that the officers were able bathe

under showers every other day.1°
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The barracks at the Cabanatuan camps consisted of the
standard bamboo huts with the nipa thatched roofs as at Camp
O'Donnell, but they seemed to be in much better ccndition.
Nevertheless, the bamboo slats in the floors were infested with
thousands of lice and bedbugs. Some of the junior officers
devised hammocks to escape the biting insects, but they were
eventually ordered by the Japanese to take them down. The junior

officers suspected the field grade officers of instigating the

11

order. Most of the field grade officers slept on beds with

mattresses while the others slept on the bamboo floors with

the bugs.

Lieutenant Colonel Curtis T. Beecher, as American senior
officer, though given little authority by the Japanese
commandant, attempted to run a tight ship. Some of his
methods and actions were not popular with the POWs. His
inspections of the troops, sometimes prior to Japanese
inspections, and his demands that unsightly articles be
concealed, irked the men. The junior officers in particular
resented the fact that beds, mattresses, footlockers, and
other amenities were provided for Beecher's staff officers
and even er some of the headquarters' noncommissioned
officers.

Once again the Japanese only provided rice and thin
vegetable soup for the prisoners to eat. One prisoner said
that there were so many weevils and worms in the rice that it

wl3

was, "half weevils, worms, and rocks. He counted eighty-two

insects in his single cup of rice, but put them back and ate

them anyway in order to get some protein.14
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The only way many prisoners survived was by obtaining
additional food f:rom outside the camp. The prisoners from
O'Donnell were naturally excluded from purchasing food because
all of their possessions had been taken. Many were in such
a poor condition that they were physically unable to attend
work details outside the camp. Even those who were able to
work were forced to remain in the camp by the Corregidor

prisoners.

Many men brought canned food and also money with them
when captured. If lucky they were able to keep this; but,
of course, there were many who had neither money nor food.
If a person did have money, he was sometimes able to buy
such commodities as sugar, candy, coconuts, canned fish,
corned beef, catsup, mongo beans, peanuts, chicken, eggs,
and canned milk....At first these purchases were made when
a detail went out to work. One member of the group was
allowed to collect from the rest and buy from a roadside
store operated by a Filipino. On return to camp the
purchases were distributed pro rata to those who had
contributed to the fund. Naturally this left out the men
who had1go money; however, many a buddy took care of his
friend.

Very few, if any, enlisted men had money when they
arrived at Cabanatuan. A survey of the men in one group of
about 2,000 prisoners showed, "sixty-five percent had no money,
fifteen-percent had no shoes, and thirty-three percent had no

blankets."16

Many officers, on the contrary, were able
to retain some money. At one point the distribution of food

for those with money was even based on rank.

Another source of food opened when the Japanese
authorized the Camp No. 1 leadership to purchase food and
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tobacco from Filipino merchants approved by the Japanese.
At first the limited quantities led to abuses. Supposedly
at the direction of the Japanesz2, the foodstuffs were made
available for purchase according to rank. In one such issue
lieutenant colonels got a can of corned beef each, majors
received one can of milk for each four men, and a barracks
of captains (eighty-four men) had three cans of corned beef
and six cans of milk to divide. They usually divided them
by drawing lots among those who had money, The enlisted
men's barracks got candy and cigarettes.
The shortage of money and food made the creation of
a black market a lucrative, if not dangerous, business. Food
coming in from the outside work details and from the approved
commissary in the camp often showed up in the black market at
exorbitant prices. One officer who survived the Death March,
but was left with no money, convinced the operator of the market
(» civilian who resisted the senior officers orders to stop)
to take his personal check in exchange for food. The arrangement
lasted for thirty days and the officer regained his health and
managed to survive.18
The problem of money was resolved for the officers in
August 1942 when the Japanese officially recognized the captives
as prisoners of war and began paying the officers according
to international law. The pay was to be equal to the
corresponding rank of an officer in the Japanese military.
Under this arrangement a lieutenant colonel should have received
220 pesos ($110) per month, but the Japanese only allowed the
field grade officers to keep thirty pesos per month and 20 pesos

for company grade officers. The Japanese took anotl.er portion

of the money for "room and board" and the remainder of the money
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was deposited into a "savings" account to be drawn from upon
release.19

International law under the Geneva Conventions required
the detaining power to pay prisoners who performed work. The
enlisted men, however, did not begin receiving worker's pay
until late 1942 or early 1943. Their pay amounted to between

20 4ith

ten and twenty-five centavos per day depending on rank.
100 centavos in a peso, even if a junior enlisted man worked
six hours per day for thirty days in a month, he would earn
only three pesos or one-tenth of what a field grade office£
received without having to work.

The major source o. income for officers in the camp

during the first year, however, was not from the Japanese pay.

The chief source of income...were [sic] an underground
mail system from Manila and personal checks, which were
written on United States banks and cashed surreptitiously
by Filipinos. The rate of exchange on these checks was
one peso per dollar ([twice the normal peso to dollar ratel,
which, of course, meant considerable profit for ‘the
entrepreneurs if they could get the checks to America.
Inter-camp loans were made fregquently to those who had no
underground cog?ections, the loans to be repaid upon return
to the States.

There are no reports of «nlisted men being able to write
checks or obtain money from outside sources. Undoubtedly those
who went on work details were able to obtain food from Filip’nos,

but it has already been established that many were prevented

from working.
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It is very obvious that food was available for sale
in Camp No. 1 as early as August 1942 and a person with money
who could purchase from this commissary had a much greater chance
of survival than one without.

Listed below is a 1list of items available at the camp
commissary. Inflation caused the prices to increase over the
months and eventually the prices became so high, no one could
afford to buy from the store.

Commissary Costs22

Items (cost in pesos) Aug 42 Jan 43 May 43 Aug 43

Corned beef per can 1.10 115 1.50 3.50
Mackerel, 1602 can «65 «75 1.55 1.80
Purico, 11b pkg «35 «40 1.00

Sugar, 11b pkg .08 i ) 25 .10
Sardines, 15 oz «70 .80 1.40

Evap milk, 1430z 1.00 1.40 1.50 2.20
Large notebooks .18 35 «65 1.80
Tablets .40 «50 1.00

Coffee, kilo 2.60 3.15 5.40 6.60
Cigarettes, native .20 25 «30 «25
Duck eggs, each <10 <12 <14 «25
Hen eggs, each «07 .075 .09 «16
Oriental tea, 50z «55 .75 1.00 1.00
Chickens, med .80 1.00 1.30 2.80
Tooth brushes, oriental .80 1.00 1.30 2.80
Towels, Turkish bath .90 1.50 3.15 3.50
Native sausage, kilo «95 .95 1.55 3.60
Native tennis shoes 5.00

Razor blades, each «20 .40 .60
Cigarette papexrs (250) «60 1.00 1.60 1.60
Native toilet socap (30z) «35 «55 «75 .20
Chili con carne, 120z 1.00 1.25 1.60

Pork and beans 1.00 1.25

Purchases at the commissary in Camp No. 1 were

substantial with a total of 25,457 pesos being spent in the
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22 The total spent at the commissary

month of August 1942 alone.
from July to December 1942 was 99,586 p~=sos or close to $50,000.
That works out to §10,000 per month or about ten dollars per
day for each of the officers in the camp if tiie standard 15.6
percent is applied. What is morsz incredible is that these
purchases were made while over 2,000 men from Camp O‘'Donnell
were dying from causes that might have been prevented with a
little extra food.

At some point in time the senior officers created an
indigent fund so the enlisted men could buy from the commissary.
It is not known exactly how much was donated or what impact

24 None of the primary source

this fund had on the enlisted men.
references discussed the creation of an indigent fund while

many accounts stated that it was every man for himself regarding
food.

As has been mentioned previously, enlisted men who went
on work details often were able to obtain extra food from the
Filipinos. Most stories told of men being handed candy and
rice balls and perhaps an occasional chicken wrapped in leaves.

Some accounts described the kinds of food some of the officers

were able to obtain wvhile accompanying a work detail.

I go to Cabanatuan [City] in charge of 24 prisoners
with four jap sentries to dig fertilizer from city dump.
Work is easy, rather pleasant to see the bustle of Filipino
city life. At noon men eat their mess kit of rice; jap
sentry takes me to city market to purchase bananas, peanuts,
and sugar cane for men. The sentry is a good-hearted soul,
and takes me to a cafe. What a treat to sit down to a table
with an oilcloth cover, and order ice cream; even if a jap
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sentry is sitting across the table ordering rice noodles.
I order the third dish of ice cream and cesond cake; the
jap holds his own with three dishes ¢of noodles eaten with
chop sticks and finished by licking the bowl. Of course,
I clean up all my ice cream and cake crumbs (with fork and
spoon)...and consume four glasses of ice water. A treat
well worth the 1.55 pesos it cost me. The senEgy kindly
offered to pay, but it ended in a Dutch treat.

The Japanese instituted a policy at Cabanatuan regarding
escape that was to be common throughout the camps in the
Philippines and other countries. This policy was to divide
the prisoners into ten-man death sgquads. The idea was that
if anyone escaped from the group, the remainder would be shot.26
Because of this policy, the American commanders in the camp
instituted their own guard system to prevent Americans from
escaping. In at least one instance it caused a disastrous

conflict between an enlisted guard and three officers who were

trying to escape.

Army Lieutenant Colonels Lloyd W. Biggs and Howard E.
Breitung, and a Navy Licutenant, Roydel Gilbert, with all
the money, food and medicine they could gather, attempted
to escape. As they were crawling down a drainage ditch
which they expected to lead them under the camp fence, an
American enlisted man on guard challenged them. A struggle
and a loud argument ensued. The noise alerted those in
a nearby barracks. They tried to quiet the bitter argument
between the officers and the guard. But soon the Japanese
overheard the still-noisy Americans and came and marched
the three officers away to the157headquarters. [The officers
were beaten and then executed.]

Not all the Japanese prison camps carried out the order
to execute the remaining squad members when one or more escaped.

The threat of mass execution was enoughk, however, for the
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Americans to consider escaping unfeasible. This task was deemed
so important that even hospital personnel were required to
provide men for the guard detail even though they were
overwvhelmed with the regquirement to care for the sick.28
Medical care at Cabanatuan was not much better than
that received at Camp O'Donnell. The doctors had immense number
of patients and very little medicine. The hospital barracks
at Cabanatuan became known as "Zero Ward" because very few men
sent there returned alive.29
For obvious reasons medicine became as important as
food at Cabanatuan, but was not as readily available. On one
occasion a work detail was able to purchase some vitamins from

local Filipinos. It was reported that the distribution of the

vitamins would be made according to rank.

A few days ago some officers were in Group 2 dispensary.
Lt. Quinn heard one ask for vitamins for his feet. Maj.
Raulston told me there probably woulc be some vitamins,
but when they came36n they would be distributed to the needy
according to rank!

Once again the lack of medicine led to abuses such as
people stealing and selling medicine. Apparently even family
bonds were not strong enough to stop this practice. "I seen
two brothers in Cabanatuan. One was lying in the barracks dying
of malaria and his brother's out selling quinine for cigarettes.

Can you believe that? I saw it."31
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The practice of selling medicine appeared to be confined
to the enlisted prisoners, but even some officers were accused
of selling medicines to the local Filipinos and prisoners in
the camp. One warrant officer was caught and punished for
selling sulfathiazole at one peso each to the Filipinos in

32

Cabanatuan City. There were also reports of other officers

selling medicines to the prisoners.

I received a note from Bob Herthneck. He's still at
Cabanatuan, but hopes to return to Bilibid in a few days.
I also learned that Commander Brookes and Colonel [Lieutenant
Colonel] Hamilton are conducting an investigation at the
Cabanatuan hospital. They are checking into reports that
certain Army officers are selling medicines. The accused
Army officers are offering the defense that since there
was no medicine available, they had bought the medicines
themselves and were only trying to ggt their money back.
I will leave that case to the jury.

Perhaps it was considered a noble thing for an officer
to take his own money to buy medicine for the prisoners. At
least the officers were trying to improve the lot of the sick
men. The ultimate result, however, would likely have been the
fostering of more corruption among the men as they tried
desperately to obtain money to buy the scarce medicines.

Even though medicine and medical care were at a premium
in Cabanatuan, not all patients required drugs to cure their
illnesses. One soldier with a chronic case of dengue fever
had been lying in pain on his barracks floor for some time.

He said a major came along and berated him for not acting like

an American soldier. He told the man to get up and clean himself
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up and reminded him that there were others much worse off.

The soldier said, "I did. I was at lower points than that later,

but never again did I feel I wasn't going to go all the way."34
Work at the Cabanatuzn camps consisted of the routine

details in and around the camp as well as the details in support

of Japanese war efforts thr iaghout Luzon. The work project

that occupied most of the time for the prisoners was a large

farm located near the camp. Supposedly the farm was designed

to produce additional rations for the prisoners, but rarely

did they see the benefits of their labors in their meals. Once

again, the officers were used in propaganda activities and were

even taken to Bataan for a week for the filming of a Japanese

movie depicting the Americans surrendering.35
By the spring of 1943 the farm detail called for more

healthy enlisted prisoners than the camp had enough to provid. .

Sick men were occasionally required to report to work anyway.

At first, some junior officers volunteered to work in place °

of the sick enlisted men, but soon the Japanese demanded that

all the junior officers work.

The practice of having well officers volunteer in place
of sick enlisted men, while giving the usually non-laboring
officers some exercise, shortly fell into abuse. In April,
1943, the japs came out officially and ordered 12 and %%
of the total working figure to be officers. The [American]
camp commander's orderly, a husky well-fed sergeant, remained
inside to wait upon the colonel [lieutenant colonel]. Other
field officers' servants did likewise. Company grade
officers - captains and lieutenants - were permitted no
orderlies by the High Command. Junior officers went to
work and were treated lower than privates by the japs, who
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delighted to humiliate them. Even sick officers3gere forced
to report to meet the heavy demand for laborers.

No specific reason was given for the figure of twelve
and one-half percent. It is possible that this figure
represented the percentage of officers to enlisted men in the
camp, but it is difficult to determine the percentages at this
time due to the transfer of 2,000 out of the camp and the
movement of the men from Camp No. 3 into Camp No. 1 in October
1942,

During the same month, Prime Minister Tojo issued
instructions to all prisoner of war camp commanders to reduce
the rations of the non-workers (officers) to 420 grams per day
which was about 300 grams less than a workers ration. Many
officers were able to subsist on the extra rations their pay
allowed them to buy, but eighteen months later Tojo issued the
order that anyone who &id not work would not eat.37

In April 1943, many of the company grade officers
complained about the work requirement because they felt they
were being forced to work against international law. They drew
up a petition to their group commander requesting that field
grade officers also be required to work and also their enlisted
orderlies. The field grade officers managed to hold their
orderlies back in camp on the grounds that their camp duties
met the requirements of "work" under the Geneva Conventions.
The Japanese did not seem to understand or care that normally

field grade officers did not receive orderliies and the number
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of enlisted orderlies held back far exceeded the number required
to perform the manual labors required for the officers. The
company grade officers further demanded that no sick personnel,
enlisted or officers, be required to work. They gave this
petition to the American Group commander who became very angry
and threatened the officers with court martial and
"black-balling" if they ever tried to seek regular commissions
in the army after the war. A Lieutenant Colonel Dennis M. Moore
took the side of the junior officers and accompanied the
delegation to see the American camp commander. After a lengthy
discussion, the camp commander ordered that the enlisted
orderlies of the field grade officers work and sick men stay
back.38
The company grade officers fought the battle primarily
for themselves, but the consequences must have affected the
enlisted men who did not seem to have a voice in camp
administrative matters. The privileges of the enlisted orderlies

created some bitter rivalries which lasted for many years after

the war ended.

One man from our town, Carl, he had beriberi so bad
he lost all feelings in his legs. Mother Nature's answer
- so you didn't have to scream when a fly lit on your toe.
He was in bad shape. Could hardly walk to the latrine.
But he had to answer a work call and work the farm. Another
man in our town, Phil, had been a barber before service.
So he was put on special duty in the officers' area as an
orderly. Never had to answer any work calls, got extra
rations and small tips for service. Now Carl, Carl hates
Phil's guts. After thirty-five years he still won't speak
to him, It is damn hard to be a philosopher about what
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happened when it hurt thgg bad. No one ever said everything
would be fair and equal.

The battle between the junior and senior officers at
Cabanatuan does not come out in all the stories of life in the
camps. Nevertheless, in one source the indictments against
senior officers were so severe that the names were intentionally
blacked out of the published copy of the book. This account
told of how a senior officer made a speech to the junior officers
claiming, "Rank Has Its Privilege." It also told how another
officer required the men to put away their ragged clothes,
makeshift eating equipment, and buggy bedding, before Japanese
inspections because they felt he was afraid to demand their
rights as prisoners of war. The account said that this officer
was so disliked by his own men that they, "threw rocks at his
barracks and shouted derisive remarks to him as they passed."4o

But not all the accounts of the senior officers at
Cabanatuan were harsh. Some stories credited Lieutenant Colonel
Beecher with cleaning up the camp and enforcing sanitation
standards that ultimately reduced the high death rate. Some
stories told of how Beecher devised a system where men could
trade a container of dead flies for cigarettes thereby
eliminating the problem of flies spreading disease. Still other
acce 'ts credited Beecher with developing a walkway system out
of stcues that got the men out of the mud as they went about
their daily duties. Perhaps the greatest credit given to Beecher

(even though he was not named in the gquote) came when he
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interceded on behalf of some of his men who had been caught
returning to camp with food after having bribed a Japanese guard

to let them out.

The American officer in charge of the camp had a heated
argument with the Japanese camp commander. He drew the
Jap's attention to the fact that, in International Law
governing prisoners of war, there is no clause sanctioning
the execution of prisoners for leaving and attempting to
re-enter a prison camp. However, the Jap, not to be
outwitted, produced a book of American army regulations
and opened it to a chapter authorizing the exei?tion of
any soldier caught looting during time of war.

Unfortunately Lieutenant Cclonel Beecher was unsuccessful
in his attempt and the men were tied to stakes in the scorching
sun for two days until they requested to be shot. The Japanese
promptly answered their request.

The only time before the "no work-no food" edict from
Tojo that the field grade officers worked on the Cabanatuan
farm was after Memorial Day in 1943. The reason for this unusual
event was because Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto had been
shot down by American fighter planes. In addition to the work
requirement, the Japanese camp commander ordered that no American
was to sing or smile for two days.42

By 1944 the Japanese transferred many of the enlisted
prisoners to Japan to work in factories and mines. More
prisoners were transferred as the American forces continued

to advance across the islands of the Pacific. The Japanese

did not want American prisoners returning to their forces if
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the camps were recaptured. By this time food in the commissary
was either unavailable or inflation had pushed the prices beyond
reach even for the officers. The Japanese now required all

prisoners to work on the farm.

For those remaining - by now most POWs were aware that
the Japanese intended to get them out of the Philippines
- life became increasingly difficult. At Cabanatuan the
Japanese reduced the POW meal to a small scoop of rice mixed
with greens, a portion of thin soup, and some corn. Those
who didn't work (all officers and men were required to do
so at this time) got only rice and soup.

The high-ranking officers learned that work on the farm
was backbreaking and strenuous. The sun was hot and the physical
labor drained every ounce of energy from a man. It is
unfortunate that the requirement for them to work came so late
in their internment. Had they volunteered or been forced to
do this work earlier they might have felt compelled to try and
alter the conditions 'in the camp that cost so wany lives. On
the other hand, if the senior officers had volunteered to work,
the Japanese might have perceived this as a sign of weakness
by the Americans or as a sign that the Americans were not willing
to fight for any of their Geneva Convention rights. It is
possible that under these circumstances the death rates might
have been even higher.

But history only records the actual events that occurred

at Cabanatuan. Life there was so hard that junior officers

felt obligated to fight for their perceived rights. Perhaps
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they had some effect and the toll of lives was lessened. Two
poems which were recovered after the war reflect what may have

been a common perception among the prisoners at Cabanatuan.44

To The Colonels (Author Unknown)

I wish I were a colonel in a concentration camp.

I'd "confiscate" a blanket to keep out the cold and damp;
I'd let a sentry "twist my arm" and make me take a can

Of beans or meat intended for some poor enlisted man.

I'd gather up the commissaries as they were carried in;

You can bet the others' share would be mighty, mighty thin.
I'd keep the jams and the crackers and eggs and butter too.
My attitude toward the rest would be, "The hell with you."
I'd sit around the headquarters thinking up a lot of crap.
And blame my goofy orders on some misguided jap.

I'd make things so damned miserable, that your teeth would
grind and champ.

If I could be a colonel in a concentration camp.

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF HONESTY (LT Henry G. Lee)

Let others cheat and steal and profiteer,

Let others use high rank for private gain,
Let others find obedience in fear,

Authority that rests on human pain;

Let others violate the very laws

That they've decreed and so exploit the mean,
And sing their own self-flattering applause
Well rationed to prove their hands are clean.

The way is bitter when one walks alone,

The innocent in chains - the criminal free;
When one presumes to question things that be.
I would not change; I value more my own

Smug knowledge of superiority.
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CHAPTER 6
A "BRIEF BRIGHT FLAME"

Davao Penal Colony

Not all the camps in the Philippine Islands were
associated with brutality and death. The Davao Penal Colony
(also known as DAPECOL) was located in a lush jungle clearing
on the southern Philippine island of Mindanao, just ten miles
north-west of the Davao Gulf and twenty-five miles north of
Davao City. The approximately 2,000 prisoners who made up this
camp were divided approximately equally between the soldiers
transferred from the Malaybalay camp on Mindanao and those who
were sent from Cabanatuan.in October 1942.1

The emaciated pfisoners from Cabaﬁatuan were'primafily
the healthiest men who survived the Death March and Camp
O'Donnell. Both officers and enlisted men were included in
the group. During the voyage south from Cabanatuan, the Japanese
guards on the ship forced the officers to perform ship KP
[kitchen police] in order to humiliate them. Unknown to them,

however, their plan backfired.

After the first day, American officers were ordered
to KP duty, to the unconcealed delight of the enlisted men.
The "commissioned KP.s'" soon discovered that the Jap officers
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had a large store of captured American pork. And though
each morsel was a potential case of dysentery, we ate
heartily of the generous portions our fellow officers slipped
us. The pork was, of course, a forbidden dish. But if

the Japs had been half so observant as they seem to think
they are, they couuld readily have spotted all Americans

who had been indulging.

Ther2 was no comparison between the Mindanao prisoners
and the ones from Cabanatuan. Not only was their health better,
but they had been able to keep their personal possessions.
Enlisted men had barracks bags and officers still had foot
lockers. They still had things such as fountain pens, rings,
and toilet articles. As one prisoner put it, "Their rights
as prisoners had been respected, and they could no more believe
us than we them."3

It is very difficult to determine the exact composition
of the group of prisoners that came frc., Malaybalay. As was
shown earlier, the Visayan-Mindanao Forces were made up primarily
of Filipino soldiers under the command of American leaders.

There is no evidence to suggest thét Filipinos weré kept in
prisoner of war camps in the southern islands as they had been
on Luzon. In any case, most accounts state the Filipino
prisoners were released by the Japanese in the summer of 1942
when they granted the Philippines its "independence." Other
accounts state that the majority of Filipinos, and some American
enlisted men in the Visayan-Mindanao force, refused to surrender

4

and fled to the jungles to fight as guerrillas. With all of

these things considered together, it is possible that some of
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the American prisoners had been captured on Corregidor and
shipped south when the Japanese determined the Cabanatuan camps
to be full.

Very little has been written about the barracks at Davao,
but it is known that the officers and enlisted men were billeted
in separate buildings and internal camp leadership was
established. The senior American officer was the camp commander
and he appointed the other leaders based on rank.5

The Japanese camp commander, described as a fair min,
usually looked after the basié needs of the prisoners. It is
said that he was appalled at the condition of the men who arrived

from Cabanatuan. He did not require the sick men to work

initially, but had them rested and fed first.

To get the walking corpses in working condition, Major
Maeda ordered increased rations for the next month and
initiated a work program for all men under forty-five years
of age who were not hospitalized or medically classified
as "sick in quarters." 1Initially, large numbers of the
Cabanatuan contingent were in the latter category; but in
succeeding weeks their condition improved, and a larger
number of their enlisted men began working under Filipino
overseers on ghe various agricultural activities on the
penal colony.

This treatment must have seemed heavenly for the men
from Cabanatuan. All they had received from the Japanese up
to this time was a steady diet of brutality. Finally they were
held by a camp commander who appeared to have some respect for

fellow human beings.
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All priscners worked at Davao including the officers.
The work was divided into two categories: heavy and lighc.
The heavy work was generally done on the farm and included
handling carabao which were used plowing fields for rice paddies.
Other heavy details were woodchopping, harrowing and planting,
and harvesting., Some men were sent away to sub-camps and worked
at road-building, and airfield construction work. These details
were pa.ticularly brutal and many men di=2d before they could
be brought back to camp for recuperation. The light-duty jobs
were done within the camp. They were reserved for the sick
and the senior-ranking field grade officers. The tasks included
rope-making, hat-making, barracks cleaning and latrine details
which were designed to eliminate the mosquito larvae and protect

the camp from malaria.7

Every man not actually in the hospital was put to work,
regardless of age or rank. Chaplains, officers, and enlisted
men labored side-by-side, planting rice, harvesting it in
murky paddies, building and cleaning Jap latrines,
cultivatingscrops, and building roads, bridges and
revetments.

The junior officers and men got up in the morning and

ate a standard breakfast of lugao which was a sort of rice cereal
or mush. They then went out and boarded railroad flat cars
for the five-mile ride to the rice fields. There they lined

up for work assignments. There is no evidence of any Jjunior

officers complaining about the work arrangements
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as they did at Cabanatuan. At first some officers tried to

take charge and assign the details at the farm.

Some stupid officers tried to run the operation, but
they had no sense of organization. They would stand out
in front and bleat orders, while the men laughed at them
and did what they pleased....Never yas leadership in such
great demand and such short supply.

There is no discussion of a camp commissary or men
receiving pay of any kind at Davao. It is almost certain that
they did, however, but since most of the men received an adequate
diet, they must not have felt a need to discuss discrepancies
in food based on pay received. The accounts of life at the
penal colony talk continually about hunger, but many of the
limited stories mention how the men were able to bribe guards
or smuggle food into the camp to supplement their diets.
Eventually Red Cross packages made their way into the camp and
the men were able to eat well for a time. Even so, the common
diseases which the prisoners faced such as malaria and beriberi
were also present at Davao. According to firsthana accounts,
of the 2,000 men at the camp, there was always close to 400
at some stage of illness or another. Some remained in the sick
barracks, while others were placed in the hospital. Those well
enough to work were put on light duty. During the eighteen
months the camp remained open, however, only sixteen men were

reported to have died due to illness.1°
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Since the senior officers at Davao were not required
to work in the rice fields, they spent their day at camp doing
light duty. It is unknown whether this arrangement was an
attempt by the Japanese commander to meet the requirements of
the Geneva Conventions or something the senior officers required
themselves due to their status. In any event the work was quite
different from struggling under the hot sun at the reins of

a belligerent carabao.

An elderly lieutenant colonel named Beard had one of

the few [wrist] watches left in the camp, and he was assigned

the duty of ringing the bell every hour during the day from

morning to evening tenko [roll call]. That was his only

duty....Surely he was the highest-paid bell ringer in the

world. He lived to collect his pay too.....Ranking close

to Beard on the pay scale were thirty lieutenant colonels

and majors who were given the job of weaving straw hats.

All day long they would sit in bleacher seats alongside

the parade ground and chat of this and that, reliving their

good old days in the Army. Their production for the1first

month was one hat. Not one hat each - just one hat.

Even though the policy of the ten-men "death squads"

was in force at Davao, twenty men managed to escape. Most of
these men were officers who survived the Death March and Camp
O'Donnell and were desperate to return home and tell the story
of the incredible brutality of the Japanese. Although conditions
became harsher for those remaining at Davao after the successful
escape, the camp commander did not execute anyone, but he did
reduce their rations for a short period of time. Most accounts
of the escape show that the men remaining were gquite upset that

others would jeopardize the safety of those
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who had to remain. These accounts show that there was not an
organized effort on the part of many prisoners to attempt an
escape.

As General MacArthur's forces advanced in the South
Pacific, Japanese authorities ordered the Davao Penal Colony
to be abandoned between June and September 1944. Close to 1,200
of the prisoners were sent by ship on a twenty-one day voyage
back to 014 Bilibid Prison in Manila arriving on 26 June 1944.
Nine hundred of these men were sent to Cabanatuan on 28 June
1944. The others remained in Bilibid to be sent on to Japan
in a few months. The remaining 800 men at Davao worked on
details around Davao City until September 1944 when they were
placed aboard a Japanese cargo ship called tke Shinyo Maru.
This ship was sunk by an American submii ‘ne off Sindangan Bay
on northern Mindanao with all but sighty-cne men perishing in
the seas.12 These men were sheltcred .y Filipino natives and
later many of them linked up with re:' -ance fighters until
the war ended. Some of them were taken off the island by

submarine where they were returned to the United States to tell

their story.
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0ld Bilibid Prison

0ld Bilibid Prison covered a city block in the city
of Manila near the o0ld walled city of Intramuros. It was not
specifically a prisoner of war facility like many other camps
in the Philippines, but was used by the Japanese as their primary
prison hospital and as a central clearing facility for prisoners
throughout the islands as they went from one work detail to
another or were prepared for shipment to Japan.13
The American staff at the prison was made up primarily
of captured naval personnel who had fled to Corregidor from
the Canacao Naval Hospital at the Cavite Naval Base. The
population of the prison was constantly changing, but at one
time there were as many as 2,000 prisoners within the walls.14
In May 1942 the first prisoners to occupy Bilibid were
from Corregidor so the officers did not have the knowledge of
Camp O'Donnell to show them that the accommodations they were
about to occupy were luxurious by comparison. When the officers

saw their new guarters they complained loudly to the prison

commandant.

When the American prisoners whom the savages gleaned
from the rocky recesses of Corregidor reached 01d Bilibid
in May, 1942, an army colonel wrote a letter to the jap
commandant requesting the American officers be interned
in quarters befitting officers, rather than the dirty sty
afforded them. He suggested some of Manila's hotels and
requested that the Americans be permitted to buy their own
food from their pay to be received as prisoners of war.
Although the request was perhaps too bold, the reply,
nevertheless, indicates that a campaign of exterminations
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was already contemplated. [They were told they were being
permitted to live only through ?Qe benevolence of His
Imperial Majesty, the Emperor.]

The hospital staff and the sick prisoners who were
patients in the hospital slept on wooden beds with mattresses.
At one point the Japanese even offered steel beds for the senior
staff in the hospital, but they refused. Most accounts show,
however, that transient prisoners slept on the concrete floors
of the numerous cells within the prison.16

After living at Camp O'Donnell and Cabanatuan, some
prisoners found Bilibid a comfortable place to stay since it

got them out of the bug-infested huts, but other prisoners saw

it for exactly what it was - a dank, forbiddinc¢ prison.

Each day was much the same....Every day the guards
dragged an old iron tub, clanging and bumping, along the
cement floor. At each cell they ladled out a mere handful
of rice. There was not enough food value in the little
cup of watery rice we rec?ived each day to keep us more

- than just sleepily alive. .
When the prisoners from Corregidor first arrived at

Bilibid the army officers assumed control. This arrangement
lasted for approximately six months and then the navy took over.
According to the diary of a medical staff officer, a level of
animosity existed between the army and naval medical personnel
during their stay together. The naval group accused the army
of foul-ups and crookedness including the selling of medicine

to the prisoners and charging for medical services.18
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The rations provided by the Japanese at Bilibid were
almost identical as those in other camps. The Japanese issued
wormy rice with tiny rocks left over from floor sweepings along
with a thin vegetable soup. The treatment of the prisoners
and staff was equally as harsh as at any other camp and once
again survival was only assured because many of the prisoners
had money and were allowed to purchase food from outside the
prison walls.19

When the permanent staff prisoners first arrived their
money was taken and placed into a special account. By September
1942 the money was refunded to them. One officer had a
substantial sum of money and went to the American administration
to get their opinion on his idea of loaning some of his money

to the other prisoners at a fixed interest rate. At least one

officer told him what he thought of his idea.

Greenman received a ‘refund of over a thousand dollars.
He came to me [Commander Thomas Hayes] and asked what I
thought of the idea of him lending out some of his money
to the boys in the camp, "at a fixed rate of interest -
all business like and above board." It didn't take me long
to tell him what I thought of his suggestion. The son of
a bitch! With his shipmates fighting like hell to eke out
an existence, and this bastard wants to lend them money
at interest! An American Navy officer with pawnbroker
propensities. If that's the crap we commissionzas an officer
and a gentleman, they can have my suit anytime.

The Japanese allowed a small store to operate inside
the camp and those with money were allowed to buy from it.

It appears as though the inventory was much more meager than
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the commissary that was being operated at Cabanatuan. A small
profit was allowed to be accumulated to go toward a fund to
help those without money.21

In November 1942 the Japanese began paying the officers
at Bilibid. The enlisted prisoners who were transients received
no pay since they were not considered to be working. This meant
that the transient prisoners had to survive on the rice and

soup issued to them. As in other camps the Japanese withheld

all but a little of the money from the oificers.

The Japanese paid us with the "bayonet money" that they
have been turning out on a printing press. The paper bills
have no serial numbers and represent nothing in the way
of government backing. According to international agreement
I drew the pay of an officer of corresponding rank in the
Japanese Navy - 220 pesos ($110). I was allowed to keep
25 pesos and the rest I had to give back to the Japs to
be placed in poustal sagings - minus 60 pesos that I'm charged
for "room and board."

It was at the first payday that Commander Hayes attempted
to establish an indigent fund with each officer voluntarily
contributing ten percent of his pay to assist the transient
and sick enlisted men. It is unknown how many officers were
in the camp, but it could not have been many. A total of 258
pesos was collected the first day. Once again the animosity
between the army and the navy was felt since Hayes said the
"American Wardens" contributed nothing.23

The enlisted men on the hospital staff and other sick

prisoners in the hospital did not receive the money directly,
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but were able to receive food purchased for them from the store.
It was felt that the men would likely purchase cigarettes or
other things which would not directly improve their health.
Some permanent staff prisoners also received money and clothing
from friends or relatives held at a local civilian internment
camp located at the Santo Tomas University. Army enlisted
prisoners who were transients at the prison, however, received

little from the fund and almost nothing from Santo Tomas.

Most of the contact between Santo Tomas and Bilibid
involved shipments of food and clothing from the civilians
at the university. Those imported goods were not designated
for general consumption but were sent to specific persons
(mostly officers and petty officers in the Navy) by civilian
dependents. Litt}s or no help for Army enlisted men came
from Santo Tomas.

Commander Hayes required that most of the money from
the indigent fund initially be used to buy firewood for cooking
rice and other meals. This was because the Japanese had
suspended the practice of issuing firewood to the prisoners
after they began being paid. Hayes knew that the firewood was
essential so that the prisoners could continue to cook their
meals over the many "quan" stoves throughout the camp. Quan
was a term used by prisoners to denote the practice of several
prisoners combining their food into one community pot to be
shared.

Many officers continued to refuse to contribute to the

indigent fund. They felt that the enlisted men should not have
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any spending power at the store but should be given the food
directly. Because of their unwillingness to contribute, Japanese
authorities did not allow the hospital personnel to contact
local neutral agencies for additional help. Commander Hayes,

was infuriated.

My policy is, and always will be, that I will never
sacrifice the welfare of the enlisted man for the officer
brass. 1In fact, it's the duty of the officers to take care
of the men. I consider their proposal unbecoming an officer,
un-American in principle, and igother disgraceful commentary
on officer conduct in general.

Since the prisoners at Bilibid did not have the variety
of foods available to buy at Cabanatuan, they grew a garden
inside the prison. In the beginning they grew mostly camotes
which were simple sweet potatoes. They ate the potatoes and
put the vines in their soup for extra vitamins. Eventually
they grew chrysanthemums for use in the soup because they were
. thought to have more food value than the sweet potato vines.
Another staple in the diet was mongo beans and peanuts. Some
men on work details outside the prison got additional food from
local Filipinos, but not enough to satisfy all the prisoners
inside.

Occasionally the officers of the hospital staff were
invited to dine with the Japanese guards. This practice seemed

to be common in the camps and the meal was a starving prisoner's

dream.
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Late in the afternoon Sartin, Joses, Welch, and I were
invited up to the front building to have supper with Nogi
[a Japanese doctor assigned to the prison]. The meal wasn't
anything to write home about - a tiny piece of meat about
the size of a half-dollar, a hard piece of camote and tea
that tasted like medicine...After a short while Nogi said,
"I have ordered another dinner." Then in came figg steaks
with potatoes, tomatoes, and a bowl of spaghetti.

Following the dinner the Japanese camp commander gave
them a building and books for a medical library. In this
instance it appeared as though the Japanese may have been using
the higher-ranking officers for unknown purposes. On the other
hand, the navy officers in Bilibid seemed to push extremely
hard to maintain control of their own operations. It seems
as though the Japanese officers in Bilibid respected the American
officers who stood up to them and demanded more rights for their
men. This may have simply been an aberration in this camp alone
due to the personality of the Japanese commandant. One example
of high-ranking officers being given special privileges according

to rank is when the senior officers no longer had to show up

for roll call.

The Tai-sas [senior officers] no longer have to show
up for bango [roll call]. That makes me the senior staff
officer present at bango from now on. Sartin [Commander
Lee Sartin] was inclined not to take advantage of this
Japanese concession to him as commanding officer, but Joses
and Duckworth talked him into it. The Japanese go in for
rank in a big way. The fact that a person is looked upon
as "high up" gives him valuable prestige. We convinced 27
Sartin that he must play the "rank with privilege" game.
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Colonel Duckworth was the commander of Hospital No.
1 on Bataan before the American surrender. He refused to go
to Tarlac with the other senior officers, but elected to remain
with his medical personnel and treat patients. Apparently he
had many privileges that the other officers at Bilibid diad not.
He arrived, "with a personal orderly and valet, along with an
administrative assistant and twenty pieces of baggage. He also
brought his own bed equipped with mattress and spring."28
Colonel Duckworth was not well-respected by Commander
Hayes during his stay at Bilibid prison, but after Duckworth
was transferred to Camp O'Donnell to care for the remaining

prisoners not transferred to Cabanatuan, he showed what one

officer could do in the face of a brutal enemy.

Colonel Duckworth...quickly adopted an attitude of
authority toward all Japanese except high ranking officers.
He also demanded that his own personnel look and act in
a neat and military manner. Thus, a sense of confidence
that no other Americans, from General King on down, were
able to enjoy prevailed, among the staff at Hospital #1.

As he put it to his staff, "I can't begin to control them
[the Japanese] unless I can prove to them that I can control
you. I must impress the Japanese that I take it for granted
the sick and wounded will get what they need." Fortified
with this positive attitude and reinforced with a letter
from the Japanese general directing that the hospital be
respected, Duckworth managed to shelter his people from 29
many of the sufferings of the majority of the prisoners.

It is not known why Colonel Duckworth was not at Camp
O'Donnell during the time when hundreds of the men were dying.
It is also not known why he arrived at O'Donnell after the bulk

of the prisoners had been transferred. According to reports
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he stayed at O'Donnell and treated the Filipinos until the camp

closed in January 1943. There is no mention of him at Cabanatuan

where his services were dearly needed.

Bilibid prison was unique from most of the other prison
camps in that the officers held disciplinary boards when enlisted
prisoners were accused of wrongdoing. Many of the cases were

the result of, "crooked dealings and the handling of money for

n30

food. Although the intentions of the board appeared to have

been honorable, it seemed to fall into abuse as some prisoners
were punished and others were not if they were the favorite
of certain officers. Still, the board managed to retain an

amount of military control within the camp and prevented a

"reversion to pack instinct" that often follows surrender.31

Although the American officers attempted to prevent
the establishment of "packs" within the camp, there was one
example where the men organized themselves into a group based

on race.

All the Mexicans are lining up to join this latest
Cabanatuan draft....This sudden decision all revolves around
the fact that Garcia is on the draft. Garcia is the leader
and has taken care of most of the Mexican group. He's a
hustler and a racketeer, but has shared his wealth and gains
with the needy. A sort of Mexican Robin Hood in this
Sherwood Forest. Even before the war, Garcia was an
enterprising fellow, running cabarets, etc. The others
look to him for leadership and support. The Mexicans are
not without their wrong side and do have their intergang
differences. But I would rather d?ﬁl with them than some
of the other factions in the camp.
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One wonders why even in a camp where the officers tried
to assist the enlisted men and discipline them for their
infractions that men would quickly divide themselves into packs
according to race or other reasons. Obviously the human will
to survive transcended rank and authority, but one would think
that in a prison environment the officers would retain some
control. Commander Hayes might have offered some insight into
the challenging problem of reta’'ning control in a difficult
environment as he reflected on his one-year anniversary of the

" day he was bombed at Cavite.

We had the hell kicked out of us day after day and week
after week. And then the surrender with all its chaos.
Officers and men becoming animal derelicts with only the
crude law of the jungle as the nrder of the day - the primal
urge to survive. The veneer of civilization, thinly spread
to begin with, was wiped clean like chalk from a slate.
There was not one leader big enough to meet the issue as
a whole. Although here and there through the pandemonium
and graveyard of decent human behavior, an occasional self-
disciplined courageous persona!ity would emerge. But their
numbers were so small that they cast only the feeble ligh§3
of a tiny candle throughout the black and crumbled world.

The attitude toward escape from Bilibid was almost
identical to other camps throughout the Philippines. No one
was supposed to escape because it jeopardized the safety and
well-being of the other prisoners remaining behind. Officers
were expected to issue orders and ensure prisoners did not

attempt escape.

An Army private who had been on a working detail took
“"French leave" last night....Reprisals have been threatened
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and that can be serious....The escape route was easy.
Anybody can escape from this place, but then one's troubles
are just beginning....When our present bango system was
instituted, I pointed out that since the Japanese had turned
the policing over to us, it was our job to make it thorough
enough so that the Japs would keep their hands off....I
can't understand the reluctance of some officers to issue
implicit orders. I'm not asking for favors in this game,
but somebody has to run the show - and I mean "run it."

Bilibid prison had many advantages over other prison
camps throughout the Philippines. It had a good supply of water,
protection from the elements and especially from malaria-carrying
mosquitoes, and it was close to the civilian population of Manila
and therefore the officers were able to keep up with the war
news. There was a constant stream of prisoners coming in and
out of the prison so people had fresh news from the outside
world even if most of the war news was just rumors being passed
from one mouth to another.

Even though the enlisted prisoners often did not
experience such benefits as increased rations and beds with
mattresses and sp}ings, their stay at the prison meant a respite
from the agonizing work details and the bed-bug infested bamboo
huts of Cabanatuan. It also gave many of them an opportunity
to experience what they had been lacking - military discipline
and a sense of organization. For many enlisted prisoners it
was the best experience of their time as POWs. "“That year spent
in the prison hospital provided the most pleasant memories I
have of prison life. We had no work to do; thus our time was

our own."35 Most of the prisoners would have agreed that being
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able to rest at Bilibid was preferred to the back-breaking labor
of a work detail or farm project. Unfortunately the stay at
Bilibid was only temporary for most and the thin ray of hope
dwindled into the never-ending darkness of prison life.

Bilibid had one notorious reputation that almost all
prisoners from the Far East in WWII -elate. 'For most prisouers
it was the last place they saw in the Philippines before they
boarded a ship bound for Japan or Manchuria. Prisoners in all
states of physical deprivation entered and exited Bilibid.

The doctors did everything in their power to help them during
their short stay. Commander Hayes was able to personally witness
a scene on a hot, sunny day in October 1942 that he would have

to experience himself two years later.

Early this afternoon Nogi sent for me. He decided that
I should go with him to the port area and examine a prisoner
who he had seen....The port area was completely littered
and every inch of space was covered with prisoner drafts
on their way to Japan. The men were a miserable lct - a
horrible mass of human wreckage....After our walk, Nogi
treated me to a dinner at a little place off the Luneta.
We had soup, bread, sauerkraut, roast pork, ice cream, and
tea. I didn't enjoy the meal. The food stuck in .+ throat.
After witnessing the misery and starvation of the w+#n waiting
to board ships, how could I eat? Granted I was hungry,
and I have been hungry for so long that I don't know when
I last felt gastronomically happy. But the best food in36
the world wouldn't taste good under these circumstances.

Each prisoner looked at the world from his own unique
perspective. While some men starved, others watched from a
distance and ate ice cream that stuck in their throats - but

they ate it. It was all a simple matter of survival. For some,
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Bilibid was a paradise. For others it was a prison. For all
it was the gateway for an experience far worse than the Death
March. It was the stairway into the nightmare of the Death
Ships.

Commander Hayes was one of the few prisoners to make
a fairly complete account of life at Bilibid Prison. His efforts
to maintain order within chaos was unique among the stories
from prison life in the Far East. Perhaps through his efforts
a few prisoners who passed through Bilibid were able to regain
a sense of purpose and survival. Unfortunately, Hayes was on
board the Enoura Maru when it was bombed in Takao Harbor,
Formosa, by an American dive-bomber on 9 January 1945. His
body was cremated on the docks along with the others who died
in the disaster. 1In a manner of speaking he predicted his own

death in a journal entry on 12 March 1944.

I held a long disciplinary mast this afternoon: a series
of stupid miscreants who still haven't been yanked out of
their "reversion to pack" instincts that followed the
surrender. The difficulty in handling many of these problems
is that we have American interests to protect and yet satisfy
the Japanese and keep them in accord with our actions....To
all intents and purposes I died a couple of years ago.

I'm thankful for the brief bright flame:

My candle burns at both ends

It will not last the night.

But Oh my friends, and Ah oy foes,
It gives a pleasant light.
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CHAPTER 7
THE DEATH SHIPS

The Japanese began transferring prisoners by ship from
their captured territories in the Philippines and other areas
almost immediately. The marines and naval personnel on Guam
were taken directly to Japan and did not suffer a Death March
or camps such as O'Donnell or Cabanatuan.1 Most of the American
embassy personnel throughout the Far East were rounded up and
taken to various camps throughout the region.

Not much has been written about the early shipments
of American prisoners in 1942 and 1943. While conditions in
the holds of the ships were cramped and uncomfortable, the trip
did not take as long as those in 1944 because the Japanese still
controlled the sea routes to ahd.from the Philippines. Later
shipments contended with American submarines and dive-bombers
and the men were kept in the filthy holds for over two months
in some cases.

Most of the early shipments were made up of enlisted
prisoners sent to Japan to work in the factories and mines.

A few officers were sent along with the men to supervise and

provide camp administration in Japan.
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The japs in the early days transferred only skilled
technical men from Cabanatuan to Japan to be slaves of yellow
industry. As the American forces drew closer to victory
and the liberation of captives was imminent, the nips
frantically tried to transport all the remaining Philippine
prisoners who coyld not even stand up alone, whether they
were ill or not.

Regardless of the date of shipment, all prisoners had

to contend with almost unbelievable conditions aboard the ships.
The men were jammed into the cargo holds of the ships until
they barely had room to stand without touching other men on

all sides. The holds were in total darkness and a small wooden
bucket had to suffice for a latrine. Needless to say the bucket
was unable to accommodate the needs of all the prisoners and
soon the hold became a fetid sewer filled with the uncontrolled
excretions of hundreds of sick men. Food and water were lowered
into the hold from above only once or twice per day. Many
prisoners near the back of the hold were unable to push their
way forward to eat. The temperature in the holds was stifling
and within a few days men began dying of dehydration and thirst.

Some ships containing prisoners were sunk in the

immediate vicinity of the Philippines. The Shinyo Maru, already
mentioned, contained the last 800 prisoners from Davao. The
Arisan Maru sailed from Manila harbor on 10 October 1944. It
held 1,800 prisoners, mostly officers, and was sunk by the USS
Snook on 24 October 1944 while crossing the South China Sea
about 200 miles south of the Formosa Strait. Only about ten

prisoners survived the sinking.3
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One common factor repeated by many who survived the
voyages was the lack of leadership in the holds. This problem
seems to have been present in all the ships, but was reported
more vividly during the latter trips. In the hellish conditions

aboard the Shinyo Maru nc one seemed to take charge.

You might say there were few leaders - mostly the
natural kind. There was a Catholic priest, some West
Pointers, and a guy who was a self-appointed bouncer. An
officer'g rank didn't mean anything. We knew we were on
our own.

Perhaps the most notorious and most recorded of the

Death Ships was the voyage of the Oryoku Maru that sailed from
Manila harbor in December 1944. The plight of the Oryoku Maru
was similar to all the other Hell Ships the Japanese sent from
the Philippines. This particular voyage contained 1,619

prisoners coming from Davao, Bilibid and Cabanatuan. Like the

Arisan Maru, this ship was also reported to be carrying mostly

officers.

When the Davao detail arrived back at Cabanatuan,
they were first kept in isolation from the other prisoners
in Camp No.1....By September 1 Cabanatuan was down to about
4,000 prisoners, most of whom were officers. Two details
left Cabanatuan for Bilibid and Japan in early September.
The voyage of the Oryoku Maru...carrigd the last detail
of prisoners shipped from Cabanatuan.

The men were loaded aboard the ship into three separate
holds. Hold #1 had a floor space of about 4,000 square feet.

This hold was large enough for about 250 men to fit semi-
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comfortably, but reports said the Japanese did not stop filling
it until there were 800 men cramma=d in so tightly they could
not even sit down. Six hundred junior officers and enlisted
men were placed into hold #3 and the remaining 200 were placed
in the much smaller hold #2. Within minutes the temperature

in the holds soared to above 120 degrees. There was no
ventilation. "Rank and authority lost their meaning as tempers
grew short ahd men became desperate for space to stand and even
for air to breathe."®

Within a few hours the situation on the holds became
unbearable as men cried out for air. The Japanese guards told
the men to be quiet or they would lower the hatch covers and
shut out all the air and light. Eventually the ship got under
way and the movement brought a little air into the holds.

The only food and water given to the prisoners was a
small bucket of water and another bucket of rice lowered into
the holds on ropes twice a day. Many of the prisoners away
from the hatches were unable to receive anything to eat or drink.
Latrine buckets overflowed and men with dysentery, unable to
move in the mass of men, simply let their bowels loose where
they stood. Before long the floor of the hold was ankle deep

in vomit, feces and urine. Soon the men lost all measure of

dignity and control.

A haunting fear began to grip the deranged masses
below decks. Several ¢of the prisoners heard (or imagined
they heard) people plotting against them. Chief Pharmacist's
Mate, Dudley Hensen, stumbled through the dark steaming
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aisles to a group of officers. He pleaded with them that
the men in his bay were intending to kill him. He was told
that it was nonsense and to return to his place The next
morning they found Hensen, his belly slit open.

The Oryoku Maru was only out of Manila harbor a short
while when it was attacked by American dive bombers. The ship
was hit several times and many prisoners were killed and wounded
along with hundreds of Japanese soldiers and civilians who were
riding above decks. The men were ordered to strip and to jump
from the deck into the oceaa and swim to shore. On the way
toward the beaches the American plane returned and strafed the
swimming men in the water. When they reached the shore they
had to take cover behind rocks on the beach because Japanese
soldiers fired at them with a machine gun fearing they were
trying to escape. Eventually, iess than 1,300 survivors were
placed inside a tennis court at Olongapo [near present day Subic
Bay] where they remained for close to eight days until the
Japanese could arrange transportation tc another port facility.8

Some men had refused the Japanese order to strip and
they were the only ones in the tennis court who had some
protection from the burning sun. The only food given to the
men was two mess kit spoons of uncooked rice per day. The
Japanese guards from the ship told the prisoners that they had
no control over the Japanese army units on shore and one bag

of rice was all they could get. Water was equally scarce and

was given to the men by spoonfuls.
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By wedging us back until we could scarcely move they
made room in the centre [sic] so that the water could be
dispensed. One of the prisoners had a mess kit spoon, and
after much debate and cursing it was decided that we would
make an encircling ring of the men. As we passed, each
man was given five spoonfuls of water. He held his head
back so that we would not lose one drop, and then one of
the officers dropped in five spoonfuls. The men cried that
it wasn't enough, that §here was more water than that.

It was a thankless job.

Eventually the men were taken by truck and then train
to San Fernando in La Union Province. They were placed inside
a schoolyard and within minutes they had stripped and eaten
all the leaves from the trees and bushes. They even pulled
up the flower bulbs from the ground and ate them even though
other prisoners had eaten the bulks earlier and were vomiting
on the ground. Some officers were able to enter the building
and drank water from a toilet to guench their thirst. The
officers spent the night on the courtyard while the enlisted
men dug themselves shallow holes on the beach to shelter
themselves from a light rain.10

The men were then loaded on board the Enoura Maru to
continue the trip. The conditions in the holds were once again
like an unending nightmare. Flies filled the holds because
the ship had recently been used to haul horses and the manure
from the horses still covered the floors. It became almost

impossible to eat the small amount of rice without also eating

some of the flies.

Often I looked up above and saw the toothy, hunchbacked
Wata [the Japanese guard also called Wada in other

148



references)] glaring with his distorted eyes through his
thick-lensed glasses. Standing at the open hatchway, he
grinned down at us. When the rice was passed around I saw
what he considered funny....A colonel who had once commanded
an entire regiment stood, his eyes glazed with hopelessness,
clutching his little handful of rice against his naked chest

. and eating it with filthy fingers. He was trying desperately

to keep the flies away from ;t and to put the grains1*nto
his mouth without getting flies in at the same time.
Before long during the voyage the prisoners discovered
a cache of raw brown sugar stored in the corner of one of the
holds. The men were starving, so naturally they tore into the
bags and ate the sugar even though many knew it would cause
an uncontrollable attack of dysentery. It was not long before
the Japanese guards discovered the stealing and announced that
unless the guilty persons gave themselves up there would be

no more rice or water issued to the entire group.

Colonel Beecher [the same lieutenant colonel who
commanded at Cabanatuan] realized the seriousness of the
situation and asked for two volunteers to take the blame.
He promised that, if they survived the Japanese reprisals,.
he would do everything in his power to make sure that they
would not go without fgod or water during the remainder
of the trip to Japan.

Two enlisted soldiers, a Sergeant Arda M. Hanenkrat
and a Sergeant Edwin Trapp, vclunteered to take responsibility
for all who had stolen the sugar. They were taken on deck and

badly beaten, but not killed. It is unknown whether these two

men survived the ordeal.

When the Enoura Maru reached Formosa it was attacked

on 9 January 1945 by American dive bombers while moored in Takao
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harbor. This time the death toll was much higher among the
prisoners and the Japanese did not even allow imedical care or
the removal of dead from the shattered holds for three days.
Finally on the third day, a Colonel Olsen who had been in charge
of the entire group of prisoners at Davao, shouted at the
Japanese guards to allow the wounded men treatment and to a.low
the removal of dead from the hold. The Japanese refused his
pleas and the men continued to lie with broken bodies in the
rotting stench of men who had already died.

A total of 279 were killed and 343 wounded in the
bombing. The next day the Japanese allowed the Americans to
pile their dead in cargo nets to be lifted to the docks of the
harbor. The dead were either covered with diesel fuel and
cremated on the docks or buried nearby in a pit of lime.13

On 13 January 1945, the 938 survivors including the
wounded were placed aboard the Brazil Maru to continue the trip
to Japan. ' One of the men still alive was Lieutenant Colonel
Harold K. Johnson who would later live to become the Army Chief
of Staff. The odds of his survival were greatly against him
because ninety percent of the wounded died in route and were
dumped into the sea.14

It was during this final leg of the trip that some
officers were reported to have taken advantage of the food and
water situation. Lieutenant Colonel Johnson forbade trading

with the Japanese, but apparently the civilian gambler who had

been in charge of the black murket operation at Cabanatuan
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continued the practice. Discipline in the holds, even among

officers, soon broke down completely.

The mess officer - an American - issued only enough
tea to amount to about six spoons per man per day. But
while distributing food and tea he dipped into buckets and
drank whole cups. Then he filled his canteen and bottle.
Thereafter he treated the staff - about 20 officers - to
the elixir. The staff also ate a "workers ration" of rice15
each meal. 'This means that they received a full mess kit.

Some prisoners on the trip noted the changes in
temperature as the ship entered the freezing weather south of
Japan. One prisoner reported being beaten after stealing a
piece of ice hanging from a guard rail during an infrequent
trip to the top deck. Some prisoners literally licked the frozen
condensation from the side of the hull in order to get enough
moisture for survival.

When the Brazil Maru finally docked in Moji, Japan,
only 425 prisoners of the original 1,619 remained alive. Many
of these died within a few weeks after arrival.16

Rank appeared to have had no privilege in the Death
Ships. Only the men who had learned to hate survived. One

man who survived the ordeal of the Oryoku Maru trip summed it

- up this way:

I've forced myself at times to think about that
experience. It broke me as a soldier....Love never kept
anyone alive....But if you hated...I mean hated ral
hard...[youl] lived. Those that started begging for their
mothers, then you'd better start digging a hole for them.
Once you1§e1t sorry for yourself, you were an absolute gone
bastard.
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Other prisoners agreed that the saints did not survive
the ordeal. Nothing about rank or privilege allowed one man
to live and another to die. If it was true that the officers
were kept until the end of the war to be transported, then they
paid a tremendous price. One officer compared himself and the
men who survived the trip as devils as bad as the Japanese

themselves.

Yes, the Japanese were as bad as you say, but we -
the 300 livinug - we were devils too. If we had not been
devils, we could not have survived. When you speak of the
good and the heroic, don't talk about us. The generous
men - the br7ge men - the unselfish men - are the men we
left behind.

The Oryoku Maru was the last of the ships taking
prisoners from the Philippines to Japan. Less than 500 American
prisoners remained at Cabanatuan. They were later rescued by

the 6th Ranger Battalion on 30-31 January 1945.19
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CHAPTER 8

SUFFERING 1S RELATIVE

The Nurses

One group of American military officers were not even
treated as members of the armed forces after being captured.
These were the nurses who were captured at the fall of Guam
and Corregidor. Although they represent an extremely small
portion of the tctal number of Americans captured, their story
should be told because they received different treatment from
the remainder of the prisoners. In retrospect, however, their
preferential treatment was more likely due to their sex rather
than their rank or profession.

The first nurses captured in the Far East were members
of the U.S. Navy stationed on Guam. They were taken along with
the male prisoners to Japan until they were released as part

1 Their treatment

of a diplomatic exchange in the spring of 1942,
was exemplary compared to the Japanese treatment of women in
China and Singapore earlier. Apart from an occasional surprise
visit by a guard in their quarters while they were changing

clothes, the women were not molested. The Japanese soldiers
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who deliberately caught them in a partial state of undress were
severely disciplined by their officers.

The nurses on Bataan, however, were not as fortunate
as their counte;parts from Guam. On the night of 8 April 1942
they were taken from the hospitals on Bataan and loaded onto
barges for the short trip to Corregidor. A total of about 150
army nurses made it to Corregidor that night amid the shelling

and explosions of the ammunition dumps.

Their names must always be hallowed when we speak of
American heroes. The memory of their coming ashore on
Corregidor that early morning of April 9, dirty, disheveled,
some of them wounded from the hospital bombings - and every
last one of them with her.,chin up in the air - is a memory
that can never be erased.

General Wainwright knew of the atrocities inflicted

by tne Japanese on the city of Nanking, China, a few years

earlier and he did not want to subject these women to the same

horrors of rape and torture. He contacted MacArthur's

headgquarters in Australia and arranged for two seaplanes to

be dispatched to carry some nurses, civilians, and senior

officers away from Corregidor. Fifty men and women were placed

on board the sea planes. The group included thirty nurses who

were chosen by the Chief Nurse, Captain Maud Davison, along

with twenty other officers and civilians.3
Both planes took off in the darkness and flew to a lake

on Mindanao. One plane's pontoon hit a submerged rock while

landing and was unable to depart. The other plane had a
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difficult time taking off even after the passengers discarded

many of their personal possessions.

Under the pilot's relenting eye we threw out more and
more of our few remaining possessions. But when the plane
still did not rise, we would have gladly thrown everything
away. We sat still and tense, willing the plane to rise,
to take us away, sick with the thought that if we were going
to fall into the hands of the Japanese after all why couldn't
we have been with the others at Corregidor? And then, just
as utter despair clutched us, the motor seemed to make a
tremendous effort - and the plane rose slowly but steadily.
It was almost an hour before the real cause of the trouble
was found - a youpg American soldier stowed away in the
tail of the ship.

The remaining nurses on Mindanao were captured by the
Japanese, but it is unknown where they were eventually interned.
The stowaway is unnamed, but he is likely the lowest-ranking
soldier to have escaped from the Philippines.

An additional twenty-five persons, including nurses,
were evacuated aboard a submarine, the USS Spearfish, on 3 May
1942, just three days before the island surrendered. Wainwright
also included an ailing colonel who was suffering from ulcers

5

and who he thought would die in captivity. The voyage of the

Spearfish inspired the Hollywood movie entitled '"Operation

Petticoat,"

which is loosely based on the event.

A total of about one hundred nurses were captured on
Corregidor when it fell. Wainwright admitted in his memoir
that his decision to surrender the island was largely based

on a fear of the nurses being killed by the Japanese who had

invaded the island. These nurses were taken to the Santo Tomas
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Internment Camp where they were joined by navy nurses from the
Canacao Naval Hospital at Cavite. They did not reach Santo
Tomas until July and it is likely that they spent the period
between May and July at Bilibid treating the wounded from
Corregidor.6

The conditions in Santo Tomas, though bad by conventional
standards, were much better than any camp where male prisoners
were being kept. The camp held American families who were living
in the Philippines when the Japanese invaded. Food was initially
provided by the Japanese and later allowed to be bought by camp
personnel from local Filipino merchants. The males were
separated from the females at night, but could be together
otherwise. The hospital building where the nurses worked was
actually the Santa Catalina dormitory across the street from
the Santo Tomas University and was located outside the actual
internment camp grounds.7

Some military personnel with families in Manila discarded
their uniforms in the confusion of the Japanese invasion and
hid for a time at Santo Tomas. Technically they were classified
as deserters from their units. In January 1943 a number of
these men were discovered and forced to move to the Cabanatuan
camp after a short, but brutal stay at Fort Santiago prison
where the Japanese attempted to determine if they were spies.8

Even though the nurses did not suffer the deprivations

of the male prisoners, they had to work up to twelve-hour days
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in the hospital while the civilians in the camp only performed

two to three hours of community service daily.10

As MacArthur's forces advanced on the Philippines, the
city of Manila became a target for American bombers. Many
civilians were wounded and the army nurses worked many hours
under fire trying to care for the injured. Some of the nurses
were wounded themselves in the process.11

Despite the normal protective feelings that may have
existed at the time, in hindsight, some prisoners did not feel

the extraordinary efforts by General Wainwright to evacuate

the nurses were necessary.

On April 8, 1942, as Bataan was falling, the Army nurses
stationed there were evacuated to Corregidor despite the
desperate need for them on Bataan. At the time, Hospitals
No. 1 and No. 2 were filled to the brim with the wounded
and soldiers suffered dreadfully from dysentery or malaria,
but the welfare of the nurses was given priority over that
of the patients. During the Battle of Corregidor, many
nurses, including some who had already left Bataan, were

evacuated to the States via Australia, using extremely scarce

space on military craft (submarines and aircraft) that might
have been used for seriously wounded men. When those nurses
arrived in the States, they were welcomed as war heroines.

When the Japanese took Corregidor, they interned all captured

nurses with American civilians in Manila and treated them
reasonably well. At least, all survived and were liberated.
Certainly their treatment was better than that afforded
the male POWs, incluqing the patients at Hospitals No. 1
and No. 2 on Bataan.
The story of the nurses was included to show that at
least in once instance the Japanese made a deliberate decision
to treat one class of military person differently from another.

This was most likely due to their sex rather than occupation
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since male physicians and chaplains were sent to the prison
camps where they suffered alongside the soldiers, sailors,
marines, and airmen even though they were considered

noncombatants under the Geneva Convention rules.

The Senior Officers

Shortly after the Bataan Death March the colonels and
general officers were moved from Camp O'Donnell and other
locations to a camp near the town of Tarlac in central Luzon.
The conditions of their internment at Tarlac were harsh, but

still better than what the lower-ranking prisoners experienced.

Undoubtedly the prison camps in which he [Brigadier
General William E. Brougher] and his high-ranking fellow
prisoners were held had better conditions that those of
other camps in Asia in World War II....But, as the diary
starkly reveals, the treatment which Brougher's group
received wvas gene;glly harsh and trying, and it lasted well
over three years. : '

General Wainwright never saw Camp O'Donnell. Following
his surrender of Corregidor, the Japanese held him in a small
apartment in Manila. According to his memoir, he and his staff
were treated well and fed "a decent Japanese officers'
breakfast."?

Wainwright remained in Manila until all other forces
throughout the Philippines had surrendered. At one point his

captors threatened that he would have to witness the execution



of ten American officers every day that the troops held out
against the Japanese. This never happened as most of the men
under Wainwright eventually surrendered.15
General Wainwright and his staff had a small measure
of freedom during those early days. There does not seem to
be any particular reason for this since the Japanese lumped

all the other generals on Luzon together in Camp O'Donnell where

they were treated the same as any other prisoner.

After breakfast we were allowed to go up on the roof
of the University Club and walk around for thirty minutes.
When we were returned we could read or play cards, if there
was no questioning. The club's o0ld library had been
virtually untouched by war, but it was hard to concentrate
on books. The estate of captivity simply saturates an
American's system, driving out almost all other thoughts
and coloring such thoughts as d?6come through with the dismal
realization that you are caged.
General Wainwright was unaware of the brutality of the
Death March and Camp O'Donnell that occurred as he played cards
énd read books. This is not unusual since even General Homma
was unaware that the intricate plan he had for moving the
American prisoners on Bataan broke down under poor management
and lack of human concern. As mentioned earlierxr, the colonels
and generals were moved from Camp O'Donnell to Tarlac on 10
May 1942. General Wainwright did not arrive until 9 June 1942.17
The Japanese authorized enlisted orderlies and mess personnel
to accompany the officers. A report submitted to the camp

headquarters at O'Donnell showed that eleven generals,
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sixty--three colonels, one lieutenant colonel (medical corps)
and one maijior to act as adjutant, departed along with
seventy-four noncommissioned cfficers and twenty-nine enlisted
men.18

Tarlac was similar to Camp O'Donnell in that it was

a partially completed Philippine Army camp. General Wainwright

described the conditions of the barracks after his arrival.

The barracks to which we were assigned had once housed
eighty Philippine trainees. But the Japs put a hundred
and eighty of us in there. The general officers were each
given a cot, with the heads against a wall and the sides
sO close to one another that we had to climb in over the
foot. Officers below the rank of general were assigned
to wooden, double-decked bunks on which there were, of
course, no springs or mattresses. They gave us no blankets.
I had two with me, and I gave one to Beebe....The cots and
bunks were on the second floor of the little building.
Downstairs was a small mess and two smaller rooms, one of
which was turned in;g a hospital to care for the brutalized
men from O'Donnell.

The food at Tarlac was better than what General Brougher
recalled receiving at O'Donnell; but was much worse thén what
General Wainwright ate in Manila. Their diet consisted mainly
of rice with, "an ounce or two of either pork or beef thrown
in every week or two."20

Followiny breakfast the prisoners were free to walk
around the prison camp yard which measured about 200 by 100
yards. The general officers were called in for questioning
while others would go inside to read some of the books that

had been brought from the University Club library. General
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Brougher managed to obtain some vegetable seeds and the guards
allowed him to grow a small garden of tomatoes, sweet potatoes
and watermelons.21
Within a few weeks they persuaded the camp commandant
to allow them to buy additional food from the local Filipinos.
Most of the general officers had been allowed to keep their
personal possessions and moiney. The area around Tarlac had
been hit pretty hard during the war, but they were abhle to buy
small quantities of bananas, canned milk, sugar, mongo beans,
and candies. They even stocked some Filipino cigarettes and
carabao soap in what they called a small commissary.22
Around 11 August 1942 the Japanese told the officers

to gather their belongings because they were moving to another

camp.

At about 7 A.M...we were formed in a column of fours,
burdened down with more than we had planned to carry on
our backs, and marched to the -Tarlac railroad station.

We were probably a pathetic-looking lot; hardly a Bataan
Death March, but certainly a Parade of the Vanquished.
Because of the weights on our backs it was impossible to
present any military bearingz3any vestige of our remaining
dignity as officers and men.

After the group arrived at Manila they were marched
to the docks to await loading on a ship bound for Formosa.
While they were waiting, a Japanese lieutenant who had gotten

to know General Wainwright during his stay in Manila, brought

him a carton of Lucky Stike cigarettes. This same lieutenant
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had purchased a hot plate for Wainwright while he was being
held earlier.24

General Wainwright and General King were both given
a cabin on board the ship, but the others were placed in the
holds. Although they were not jammed in like the men who left
on the Hell Ships, it was still a very uncomfortable journey.

There was no mention of being deprived of adequate food and

water during the trip.

They slept on two long wooden shelves extending six
feet out from the walls and arranged one over the other.
Each man was granted two and a half feet of space on the
shelves, withzgo bed clothing and the most primitive toilet
arrangements.

When the ¢roup arrived at Formosa they were taken by
train to the Karenko prison camp they were greeted with less
thar enthusiasm by tlie Japanese guards. They were lined up
in front of the barracks and their personal belongings were
searched. The guards opened their baggage and threw clothing
and personal belongings onto the ground. They were then forced
to strip down to their shorts as the Japanese inspected the
clothing they were wearing.26

The lower floor of the barracks at Karenko had two big
squad rooms and several smaller rooms. The upper floor had
six smaller squad rooms. The bunks were made of metal and had

thin rice straw mattresses with sacks filled with rice for

pillows. In most other camps these pillows would have been
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eagerly ripped open and the contents consumed. Once again
General Wainwright and General King were given separate rooms
while the others slept together in the open bays.27
The total number of American army prisoners at Karenko
included one lieutenant general, five major generals, thirteen
brigadier generals, and 122 colonels. There were also two marine
colonels and five navy captains. A total of seventy-three

28 This report

enlisted men also worked as orderlies in the camp.
differs from the number of enlisted orderlies who left from
Camp O'Donnell. It is unknown where the remaining thirty
enlisted men went.

By the time they arrived at Karenko the officers began

receiving pay. They used their pay to purchase additional food.

They also had enough money to buy a herd of about thirty goats.

The goats were hardly more than kids, and though the
temptation was great we could not slaughter them at the
time we bought them because there would not have been enough
meat to make more than a shred for each man. So we set
about the task of rearing them, against Ege day when they
would be large enough to provide for us.

By October 1942 the Japanese began forcing the officers
to work by clearing land for a vegetable farm. Although they
initially refused because of the Geneva Conventions, the Japanese
cut their rations until they were forced to "volunteer" to work

30 Apparently the amount of available

in order to be fed.
foodstuffs on the local economy was much more limited than what

was available to the men at Cabanatuan. The lieutenant colonels
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and majors at Cabanatuan managed to avoid compulsory work until
1944, It is also possible that the¢ Japanese guards on Formosa
forced the generals to work in order to humiliate them.

The Japanese treated the officers brutally at Karenko.
General Wainwright reported that he was bayoneted through the
left wrist for accidentally breaking his food bowl. Enlisted
prisoners were slugged and beaten as many a three times per
day and, "it became a rare sight to find one whose eyes were
not blackened, nose mashed, or head and body fulil of lumps."31
There is no report of the enlisted men on Formosa ever being
paid for their work, but it appears the food ration was
sufficient to sustain life even though it may have been very
unappetizing. Later reports showed the officers paid the
enlisted men for personal orderly duties.

General Wainwright said the quality of food at Karenko
was awful with the men eating snails after it rained and —rice
filled with dozen of white worms with black heads. He said
the rice also contained small black weevils which they ate by
the thousands, "looking for the tiniest nutrition to give us
strength to work in the fields.32

General Brougher, on the other hand, spoke of a special
New Year's Day meal at Karenko on 1 January 1943-that consisted
of two ounces of pork in the soup, rice and cne small potato
cookie. He also had one half a tomato from his garden and a

green onion and cabbag: leaf salad with salt for a dressing.

He d4id nuot mention this type of meal very often so this was
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obviously something he planned and saved up for. Tomatoes,
cookies, cabbages and pork were almost unheard of in other camps.
By early March 1943 the men received about one pound of potatoes
per man per day.33

The food continued to improve through March 1943 when
the men received a supper consisting of a full bowl of beef,
potatoes and vegetable stew and some meat and potatoes in the
rice for other meals. Additionally, the camp received about
thirty tons of Red Cross supplies during the month, but they

34 The meals the

were not immediately issued to the prisoners.
men received during this period, even without the Red Cross
boxes, were to be the peak of their food experience for some
time. The only other camps that mentioned Red Cross supplies
were the Davao Penal Colony and 0l1d Bilibid prison. In these
camps they received very few boxes and had to share them between
several men. It appears as though the Japanese sent a great
deal of the supplies to accompany the general officers so they
would be led to believe the issue of Red Cross supplies was
common throughout the region.

The men were moved from Karenko to another camp near
the town of Tamazato immediately after the Red Cross supplies

arrived. This move occurred on 2 April 1943, and shortly after

their arrival the food situation became much worse.

Food situation getting desperate. Everybody ravenously
hungry - no vegetables in soup - no sugar. Red Cross
supplies belong to us and in hands of Nipponese - will not
let us have them. Will not buy sufficient food for us to
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sustain life. iness something ig done soon we will starve
to death - and it won't be long.
The food situation at Tamazato was rectified on 14 April

1943 when the Japanese issued the prisoners one individual Red
Cross box each. The box contained, one pound of sugar, eight
ounces of corned beef, four ounces of cocoa, one pound of
salt,...one chocolate bar, a small package of lemon drops, two
small packages of sugar, one can of pineapple and plum jam,
one small cheese biscuit, tongue and liver paste, steak and
rice, margarine, marmalade pudding, bacon, one can of tomatoes,

36

one can of ham paste and gelatin, soap and tea. Most people

would look at this menu and think it was sparse, but the senior
officers saw it as a feast. Prisoners at other camps would
not have believed their luck at obtaining this variety and
quantity of food all at one time.

At Tamazato, General Wainwright and seven others were
given four small rooms to share two apiece. He complained that
the others had to be, '"crowded into large squad rooms under

w37

conditions about as bad as those at Karenko. General

Brougher, on the other hand, did not seem disappointed at all

in the sleeping arrangements and food at the new camp.

Since the General Officers moved from Karenko to this
Camp our situation is in many ways much more pleasant.
So far we are free from work requirement. Red Cross supplies
are being regularly issued. We are allowed a fair degree
of independence in interior economy and administration of
the Camp....It is a gquiet, restful place with delightful
climate. We are reasonably well fixed hgge - "for the
duration," if necessary. I can take it.

167



Life was indeed much better at Tamazato than at previous
camps. The officers continued to receive food parcels, had
news on the war from Japanese newspapers, and were eveun able
to play bridge. The Japanese gave them so many inoculations
that General Brougher believed he had had more shots as a
prisoner of war than in his entire former 1ife.39
Their stay at Tamazato was short, however, and on 5
June 1943 the Japanese began moving them to other camps on
Formosa. The constant moving of the generals was to prevent
the American intelligence from being éble to locate the exact
location of the men for rescue operations. General Wainwright
and twenty-seven senior officers and civilian governors were
sent north to the coastal city of Mugsak while General Brougher
and eighty-eight others were sent to Shirakawa. The lives of
General Brougher's group were quite different since the Japanese
again required the Shirakawa pr.soners to perform manual labor.40

General Brougher's group arrived at Shirakawa on 8 June

1943. His initial impression of the camp was good.

Arrived at new camp by marching about 2:30 PM, issued
tea and ate lunch on arrival. Assigned rooms (two generals
to each room). Weaver [Brigadier General James R. Weaver)]
and I are roommates. Looks as if we are going to be much
more comfortable here. We even have a chair each in our
igom, §1good table, ample shelf space, and a good reading

ght.

The officers continued to be paid at Shirakawa, bDut

the bulk of their pay went into the same "postal" savings account
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as at other camps. As of 7 August 1943, General Brougher had
3,987.370 yen in his account. The yen was worth about fifty
cents at the time so it is readily apparent that General Brougher
was considered a rich man by prisoner standards even though

he was unable to touch the money. Unfortunately there was very
little to buy at the camp. The Japanese did allow the officers
to buy pigs to be raised and later butchered, but the only way
the prisoners obtained additional food at Shirakawa was to
perform heavy pick and shovel work making a trail around the
camp. They received worker's rations for doing this.42

By September 1943 the trail had been completed and the

officers and enlisted men were put to work on the camp farm.
The Japanese used human waste for fertilizer and the men were
required to work with this soil daily.

Officer squads No. 1-5 and all enlisted squads worked
until 6:30 PM - got in one hour and % after supper is usually
served - very tired and dirty - no water to bathe in —43fter .
handling soil infected with human feces all afternoon.

The work details continued through the winter months

and the men did not receive Red Cross parcels even though the
prisoners believed the Japanese had them. By June 1944 the
officers decided not to “volunteer" for any more work details.

By this time all the camps in the Far East were under Prime
Minister Tojo's "no work - no food" policy. The Japanese quickly

responded by taking away what little privileges the officers

had. They also butchered some of the pigs which the
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officers had bought and fed them to the enlisted men. This
really irritated the officers because they paid the enlisted
men for doing work for them.44
The punishment of the officers for refusal to work
continued tihrough late August 1944. The officers were required
to answer toc roll calls late at night. Extra food was brought
into the camp and given to the enlisted men. Rabbits and pork
were added to the enlisted men's soup, but not for the officers.
The officers' rice ration was cut to a non-wo. »rs portion of
390 grams per day.45
The battle of wills between the Japanese and the American
officers only ended when the officers got orders that they were
to be moved to another camp - this time by air. This news came
to them on 30 September 1944, General Brougher mentioned that
he had 8,447.07 yen in his useless savings account at that
time.46
Conditions at Mugsak for General Wainwright's group

during the same time period were much better than what General

Brougher's group had to endure.

Each top officer at Mugsak had his own chair, table
and a reasonably comfortable cot in buildings situated on
a hill overlooking a pleasant valley. Though the men had
adequate living quarters and orderlies to take care of their
cooking and washing, they still shared some of the same
psychological burdens as other POWs: a sense of isolation
from the outside woi%d and a deep yearning for letters from
family and friends.
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The camp buildings were made of rough pine board and
were one-story with eight rooms measuring eight-and-one-half
feet by ten. Each room had an easy chair, a bamboo cot, and
a small table where the generals could write letters and eat
their meals. The Japanese provided them with books to read
and even gave them better food than they had received at other

camps.

We received more rice at our first meal than I had
seen at one time since my early days of captivisg in Manila.
What is more, it was accompanied by vegetables.
The officers were told they could spend 100 yen per
month from their pay for cigarettes, cigars, tomato ketchup,
soy sauce, tea and sugar. They were given fruit to eat and
told they didn't have to work unless they wanted to. The enlisted
men, however, were given chunkles [a crude Japanese hoe] and
told to clea; land for a farm. The officers bought some hogs
and chickens and planted a garden to pass their time.49
The officers slaughtered a hog for Christmas 1943 and
the camp commander sent them two turkeys. General Wainwright
invited his enlisted orderly to his room for Christmas dinner.
He felt sorry for the conditions of the enlisted men at Mugsak.

By this time he must have been aware of the conditions the

enlisted men faced at Camp O'Donnell.

If possible, they were worked harder at Mugsak than
at Karenko. They were so miserably housed that it made
me ashamed of myself to have a little room of my own....The
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enlisted men's quarters consisted of a single room with

a cement floor. On each side of the room was a long bench
extending about seven feet out from the walls. This was
their bed place. Each bench slept sixteen men, and the
only insu%ation between them and the rough boards were their
blankets.

Undoubtedly not a single orderly would have traded his
life with the generals for anything other than complete freedom.
They might have been treated like dogs, but at least they were
able to eat of the crumbs of their masters while other prisoners
in the Far East were starving. Since all of them had spent
time at O'Donnell, they knew the alternatives.

General Wainwright's semi-pleasant stay at Mugsak ended
around 5 October 1944 when he and his group were taken by train
to a small POW camp near the town of Heito on the southern tip
of Formosa. . large numt r of General Brougher's group had
departed from there the previous day by plane to Kyushu, Japan.
Some lower-ranking officers and enlisted orderlies were sent
-by boat. During his one night at Heito, General Wainwright

saw first hand how the other lower-ranking prisoners were being

treated compared to the generals.

As we entered the compound I saw a large group
of prisoners, mostly British but with a number of Americans,
returning from work in the fields. They were little more
than skin and bones, some of their depleted bodies bronzed
and some of them horribly burned by the sun. They were
the very epitome of human bondage, and standing there
watching them drag themselves to their cup of rice moved
me to helpless tears....I saw the enslaved men limp back
at dark that evening and lie in an irrigation ditch in
complete weariness, and my mind was filled with them that
night as I tried to find sleep on the hard bench that was
my be Later that night I felt a tap on my ankle and,

172




investigating, saw a bony white hand reaching up from under
the foot of my bench. It was wagging a bit of paper. I
reached down and took the paper. It was a note from an
American officer...He told me there were thirty-four American
officers and men in this camp, and that they had pledged
themselves Fo endure.anysgreatment the Japs gave them; they
were determined to live.

When General Brougher left the previous day he described
his plane trip to Japan as, "most comfortable and delightful."
He said there were only ten people aboard the plane which had
space for fourteen. They each had a padded seat and room for
their luggage. After arrival they went to a small hotel and
were treated to, "a delicious dinner of fish, chicken and onion
soup, bread, and some other vegetables." Brougher said it was
the best meal he had eaten in two years.52

This pleasant journey should be constrasted with the
horrible story of the Hell Ships that has already been mentioned.
The Japanese certainly could use the excuse that there were
so few generals that they could afford to transport them by
air. ﬁut thé decent treatment of the generals can never
compensate for what the Japanese allowed to happen on the ships.
Some men who survived the Hell Ships still believe their
experience was so horrendous that the Japanese should never
be forgiven.

About ten days after General Brougher's group reached
Japan, they arrived at the Manchurian camp of Chengchiantun

on 14 October 1944, after a long train journey through Korea.

Once again, Brougher's view of their situation was optimistic.
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Had excellent supper of 1 bun and excellent mutton
stew - the best we've ever had as prisoners. Ten of us
assigned a room [20' by 20']....Each issued 7 heavy blankets
- iron beds with straw mattresses - made up our beds and
turned in at about 8:30 for much needed sleep. Big Russian
stove ig room and much ado about keeping a fire ggang.
Looks like we are going to be fairly comfortable.

The officers continued to be fed extremely well for
prisoners. On the night of 20 October 1944, they were fed bread,
meat stew, potato pie and green salad. According to Brougher,
they ate as much as they could possibly eat and then were issued
one hundred cigarettes and a small box of caramel candy. They
were also being given beans with every meal with second and
third he.pings for those that wanted them. Brougher said, "“This
is a situation beyond imagination in Karenko days when we used
to serve beans by count.“54

The good conditions at Chengchiantun continued through
March 1945 where General Brougher commented on the luxury of
being able to takg a good hot bath and weighing 153 pounds,
“"as much as I'Qe.ever weighed in my life1">>

The good treatment of General Brougher should be
contrasted with the 435 survivors of the Oryoku Maru journey
who had recently arrived in Japan on the Brazil Maru. Within
thirty days of their arrival, 161 of them died leaving only
264 of the original 1,619 who left Manila in December 1944.56
One of these survivors was Lieutenant Colonel Harold K. Johnson.

Conditions became worse in May 1945 when :he Japanese

again demanded the officers to '"volunteer" to work. Their bread
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ration was cut in half, but no other punishment was mentioned.
Brougher and his group was transferred for the last time on
20 May 1945 to Mukden, Manchuria [Hoten Camp)], where he stayed
until the war ended.57
General Wainwright's group arrived at their new camp
which he called Sheng Tai Tun, Manchuria, in early October 1944.
It is very likely that this was the same camp that General
Brougher's group went to, but with the name spelled a little
differently. Neither general, however, ever mentioned the
presence of the other group of officers.
Regardless if these were the same camps, General

Wainwright too, was surprised at the quality and gquantity of

the meals provided.

The arrival of our first meal made us realize to
our joy, that we had at last moved out of the rice-eating
and watery-soup world. The meal contained bread, real white
bread, ggd a thick vegetable cake mixed with maize or
millet.
The colonels and orderlies arrived at the camp after
a long voyage by ship and train on 14 November 1944. The reports
described life at the camp as hard even though the officers
were not ~.equired to work. They had no books to read and walking
around outside was considered extremely rigorous in the,
"piercing gales.“59

General Wainwright and fifteen other senior officers

were transferred again on 1 December 1944 to a camp in Sian,

sl 1
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Manchuria. The officers who were left behind were ordered to
work and when they refused their rations were cut. Although

they received Red C.-oss packages, the Japanese punched holes

in the cans so the men had to consu..e them immediately. The

idea was to keep the men from accumulating enough cans to provide
food for an escape attempt.

The enlisted men at Sian were required to work outside
in the bitter ccld. General Wainwright felt sorry for his
orderly and loaned him his wool cap and boots. The Japanesa
commandant ordered them returned.60

Around 3 April 1945, the Japanese required the enlisted
men to begin planting a garden at Sian. The ground was still
frozen solid down to a depth of nearly eighteen inches. The
senior officers were given small plots for vegetables. General
Wainwright's orderly planted a garden of string beans, red
peppers, melons, and tomatoes for the general. While his orderly
labored to break the frozen ground with his Japanese issued
wooden chunkle, General Wainwright spent his time trying to
reach a goal he had started in Formosa of playing 10,000 games
of solitaire. By this time he had reached 7,500. He never
said if he made his goal. He remained at Sian until he was
liberated by Russian troops in August 1945.61

General Wainwright quickly grew tired of waiting for
word from the outside about his repatriation so he traveled

overland to Mukden with a Russian escort. From there he was

flown to participate in the formal surrender ceremonies in the
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Philippines and then to meet with General MacArthur in Tokyo
where he also participated in the surrender ceremonies of the
Japanese aboard the USS Missouri. Following this he returned
to the United States where he was given his fourth star and
decorated with the Congressional Medal of Honor by President
Harry Truman.

It should be obvious from comparing the treatment of
the senior officers to those priscners alieady mentioned that
their treatment was substantially different. Most people in
the military would expect that general officers and perhaps
some cclonels should be treated with the dignity acccrded their
rank eveii when being held as POWs. It is likely that the
Americe . generals and colo.els were treated more harshly than
any other senior officers in the history of warfare. But when
one compares the treatment of the generals and colonels to the
field grade officers in the Philippines, one can easily see
a distinction that is much greater than the distance between
their ranks. From there the distinctions in treatment based
on rank drop drastically until it is almost impossible to make
a comparison between what General Wainwright experienced and
what the average private soldier endured. It is hoped that
the lower-ranking men who defended Bataan and Corregidor were
able to share vicariously in the joy General Wainwright felt
over receiv.iilg the Medal of Honor. God knows they endured the

lion's i hare of the suffering.
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CHAPTER 9

CAMPS OUTSIDE THE PHILIPPINES

Camps in Japan

Officers below the rank of colonel spent a lot of their
POW time at the camps already mentioned in the Philippines.
Enlisted prisoners, along with a few officers, began arriving
in Japan as early as the summer of 1942,

Most of the prisoners arrived by ship at the port of
Moji and then were sent by train to the dozens of camps
throughout Japan. Some of the weaker prisoners were placed
in a local "hospital" before being transported. American fliers
shot down during the many raids over Japanese cities were usually

kept separated‘from the other prisoners.

The Narumi prison camp on the edge of Nagoya was composed
of four barracks, a small clinic, a kitchen, and a long
headquarters building containing the Commandant's office
and a food storage area. Attached to the rear of the
headquarters building was a facility that would be used

later as an isolation cell for some of the Air Force

personnel shot down in the raids on Nagoya.1
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The majority of camps in Japan were located near
industrial complexes and mines and the enlisted men were put
to work doing jobs alongside civilian Japanese workers. The
work inciuded various forms of mining, steel mills, zinc
smelting, stevedore jobs on the docks, munitions and war materiel
factories, and jobs in the railroad yards. The officers
generally worked around the camp and performed administrative
duties for all camp personnel. Medical officers performed their
normal duties. Most camps had only a few officers. The bulk
of officers in Japan were assigned to the camp near Zentsuji.2

The arrangement of barracks for enlisted men varied
from camp to camp, but usually consisted of an open-bay barracks
with fifty to sixty prisoners in each bay. The men had an
assigned space on a bunk bed of about the width of a man's body
and they slept on rice-straw mats called tatamis.3

In one of the Fukuoka Groups of mining camps near the
town of Omine, however, the enlisted men were placed four to
a room with the captain receiving a room to himself. The men
were immediately put to work in the mines while the officers

stayed in camp. At least one officer reported feeling guilty

about the arrangement.

What always played on my mind...was the feeling that
here I was drawing officer's pay for supposedly being in
command of a group, and I wasn't really doing anything....I
won't say I was there to look after them. These guys were
pretty good at looking after themselves....There were times
when people got in trouble and you felt you ought to help
them. Here you had to use some judgment as to when you
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would try to help out, because if you piched éhe wrong time
you wound up getting the beating instead.

The men at these Fukuoka Group of camps worked in
underground coal mines. They worked all day with picks and
shovels to load rail cars which they pushed on tracks to larger
rail cars. The officers remained in camp and received a smaller
non-workers ration. The enlisted workers received about 720
grams of rice and soy beans per day while the officers received
420. Occasionally the Japanese would give them fish, mesan
[a salty, sour, soy bean paste], daikon [a turnip-like radish],
whale meat, and vegetables.5

In many camps the officers assigned the specific work
details that the men were required to perform during the day.

This arrangement caused some contention among the enlisted men

in the coal mining camp of Niigata.

The whole time I was there no work was rotated, which
would have been the fairest way of doing it. These kitchen
people, who had the choicest jobs in the camp, never went
out and shoveled coal. The American officers never suggested
to the Japanese that the jobs be changed. Of course the
officers didn't have to do manual work. If you're ever
captured, make sure you're an ogficer, hear? That way you're
a gentleman by act of Congress.

Not all of the camps allowed the officers to remain
in camp, however. It seems as though the individual Japanese
camp commanders had as much latitude in Japan as they had in

the Philippines. At the camp near Yodogawa, the officers were

forced to work as laborers. The Japanese physically punished

183



them and created problems between them and the enlisted men.
The officers were humiliated in front of their men and separate
guarters were not prov:l.ded.-7

This situation was the exception rather than the rule.
In most cases the officers had a much better situation than
the enlisted men. One officer, a navy lieutenant named Edward
Little, at the Fukuoka Camp No. 17, served as the camp mess
officer. He was court-martialed following the war on charges
that he withheld food from some enlisted men and caused their
deaths. He was later acquitted of the charges.8

Cigarettes became the trading commodity in the Japanese
camps. There were no camp commissaries in Japan so the men
had to trade among themselves for additional food. The cigarette
was used as the base line for all trading deals. Officers
received about twenty cigarettes and a private about three.
They were issued about every ten days.9

The craving for cigarettes became so bad for some of

the enlisted men that they actually traded rations in advance

for cigarettes.

Many men have no change of clothing because of trading
clothes for cigarettes. Some men trade two cigarettes to
be paid issue day for one cigarette now. They get so deep
in debt that it will take three or four months to pay 0?5.
Then the men call on officers to settle their disputes.

In some camps the disputes were solved by declaring

the men bankrupt and getting a couple of strong enlisted men
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to keep the insolvent man from continuing to trade and preventing
the men who lost food or cigarettes in the deal from taking
out their frustration on the bankrupt prisoner.11 In other
camps the officers did nothing to prevent the trading.

Life in the camps was a constant struggle to try and
get around the system established by the Japanese. Men would
smuggle stolen food back to camp to eat at night or share with
the sick men. Some men even took advantage of the medical system

to stay off the work details.

One of our boys, a corporal, got his finger run over
by a coal car, so the Jap doctor amputated it. This old
Dillon was a pretty smart boy. He picked at the stump for
the next six months and it never did get well. So Dillon
came up to me and attached himself to me as an orderly....So
talk about a guy living the life of Riley....If there wasn't
anything in camp that wasn't tied down, Dillon could get
it, particularly with my twenty cigarettes. So Dillon got
a straight razor. 8So this here captain h?g tea to sip each
morning between the lather and the razor.

Many of the enlisted men despised the men who worked
for the officers in the camps. They called them "dog-robbers"
and accused them of stealing for the officers to obtain special
favors such as cigarettes or money.

Officers were paid in Japan, but there was very little
to buy at camps other than Zentsuji. Some camps allowed the
officers to purchase socks or G-strings to wear. One officer
at the Yodogawa Bunshaw camp used his money to secretly buy

quinine from the manager of the local steel mill. He then
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distributed this medicine to cure lingering malaria among all

13 Stories such as this one are rare

the prisoners in the camp.
where an officer was reported to have gone out of his way to
help his men. It is hoped that more examples of this type of
behavior occurred but were just not repocrted by the men.

This same officer was later taken care of by his men
when he was only allowed five sugar lumps from a Red Cross parcel

since he was considered a non-worker. They pooled their food

and each gave him a portion.

We received some Red Cross packages in camp...They had
clgarettes, chocolate bars, cubes of sugar, and rice pudding
in cans. The Japanese thought they would use it to reward
the hardest workers, thereby getting more work out of the
prisoners. We had a work inspection by some district
officers and doctors. They would go along in front of each
person and feel the palms of his hands to see if there were
any corns or rough places on them. When they felt my hands,
they hit the palms of my hands with a wooden paddle as hard
as they could....They did not know 1 was1§he foreman of
a large work crew [and] did office work.

Once the Japanese had enough'officefs to perform the
supervisory camp duties throughout the work camps in Japan,
tﬁéy began transferring officers to a camp near Zentsuji. This
camp was considered a "model" camp and a number of Red Cross
inspection teams were brought there during the war as an example
of other camps in Japan and throughout the Far East. The
earliest transfer of officers to this canp were from the Tanagawa

and Umeda camps. Other officers came later from other Osaka

Group camps. Eventually officers from the Philippines arrived
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at Zentsuji bringing the total number of officers from the United

States and other countries to over 700.

Though quality of life dropped off somewhat after
the arrival of the Philippine POWs, it was still better
than at other camps in Japan. The barracks were cold and
the food was minimal, but the work details for officers
were usually light and when off duty the officers remained
in the barracks compound where they played cards, walked,
discussed the war or participated in educational or
recreational activities which were rarely possible in other
camps in Japan. The s?gte of health at Zentsuji was above
average for POW camps.

As officers arrived at Zentsuji from camps throughout
Japan they immediately sought out old companions and had
mini-reunions. Some had not seen each other since the initial
groups left Cabanatuan in 1942. After the back-slapping and
handshakes were over the new arrivals were issued five cotton

blankets and two rice bowls and then assigned to a barracks

with twenty-eight officers to a room.16

Our living gquarters consisted of two bays, one on each
side of an aisle about ten feet wide. The bays were
one-and-one-half feet off the floor. The floors of the
bays were board with thin straw mats covering them. 1In
this room of twenty-eight prisoners, each one had a space
seven feet long and thirty inches wide in which to sleep.
There was a one-foot shelf overhead against the wall that
ran the length of the room. This is where we put our
personal possessions. I had a Webster's dictionary, a safety
razor, a shaving brush, a notebook, a toothbrush, a canteen,
a mess kit, a haversack,19nd a few sheets of toilet paper
on my part of the shelf.

Meals at Zentsuji were much better than at most camps

in Japan. The officers received one small loaf of bread for

187



the evening meal instead of rice along with their soup. For
lunch they had noodles and beans and a pint of milk. They had
to pay for their milk and even though the meal was appetizing,
it rarely exceeded 1,400 calories and the men were never quite
satisfied.18
The camp was unlike the working camps because the
prisoners were allowed more freedom and had better facilities.

For those who had spent many months in the Philippines, it was

like moving from the slums to a Manhattan apartment.

There were several drinking fountains and a nice wash
rack where a person could scrub his clcthes and a line to
hang them on to dry. They even furnished us socap and a
brush to scrub our clothes. There were 743 prisoners in
thie camp. P;;aoners were allowed to play games like bridge
and dominoes.

The camp had two projects to keep the prisoners busy.

One was raising rabbits for food with the prisoners foraging
outside the camp .for clover, grass, dandelions and other
acceptable food for the rabbits. They left the camp in the
mornings and walked far into the fields searching for the right
grasses. They often saw young Japanese children on their way

to school or Japanese women going to work in the factories.

The other project was a vegetable garden to raise additional

food for their meals. Both projects were supposed to be for

the benefit of the prisoners, but, as usual, the Japanese allowed

the prisoners to do the work while they took the proceeds.20
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When the prisoners were not actually working on one
of the projects they were allowed to spend their time discussing
the war or playing games. The Japanese also provided various
text bocks and the officers began holding classes and lectures

to pass the time.

The demand to read them [the books] was so great from
the prisoners that we decided to set up some classes for
the ones who were interested. It was necessary to take
some kind of work to keep a person's mind plastic and to
keep from worrying. There were some who were losing their
minds, going crazy from fear of punishment, starvation,
and disease that might take their lives. Since we could
not get any medical attention, to take this schooling helped
to builg1our knowledge as well as being good for our
health.

In addition to the better food, housing, washing
facilities, schooling and easy work details, Zentsuji had one
other major advantage - it was not located near an industrial
center so it was not a target for American bombers. While other
prisoners faced a very real threat to their lives from the
fragmentation and fire bombs, the prisoners at Zentsuji only
saw the bombers as they passed by far overhead.z2

On 23 June 1945 the Japanese moved the American officers
to a camp without other allied prisoners called Roku Roshi in
the central part of Honshu, twenty miles from a large city named
Fukui. There were a total of 335 officers and thirty enlisted
men in this camp. Both officers and enlisted men worked a total

of four hours per day planting sweet potatoes. Once again the
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living conditions in the camp were somewhat better than other

enlisted camps.

We arrived in the new camp...at 3:30 on the morning

of June 25, 1945. We were cold, tired, and wet to the bone.

Our shoes were soaking wet and muddy. The Japs had a warm
fire waiting for us, also an excellent ration of rice and
wheat with a thin fish soup....The building had a high

ceiling and on one side there was an attic-type floor, where

one-hundred bunks were. The top of the building was made
of clay tiles. The outside of the building was 120 feet
by 200 feet. The whole building would accommodate five
hundred prisoners. When we measured off the bunk space
for each individual, it allowed us 5genty—two inches by
seven feet long, in which to sleep.

The officers' stay at Roku Roshi was not long since
the Japanese surrendered two months later. Most officers were
surprised when they received back pay which the Japanese held
in the postal savings accounts. According to some reports,

a captain in the army had received 220 yen or pesos per month
(the same value some lieutenant colonels reported being paid),

both being about the same value of fifty cents. The Japanese

advanced 60 yen per month and then took back half for rations

and quarters. After three and one half years a captain "saved"

a total of 1,800 yen or over $900. Unfortunately, after the

Japanese surrendered, the yen became virtually worthless.24
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Camps Outside Japan

Apart from Hoten Camp in Mukden, Manchuria, and the
other Manchurian camps where the senior officers were kept,
not much has been written about camps outside Japan and the
Philippines. Most of these other camps contained British, Dutch
and Australian prisoners augmented by a few Americans.

The Rangoon Prison Camp in Burma had 1,200 prisoners
of whicn 150 were Americans. The men worked constructing anti-
aircraft installations and air-raid shelters. They also worked
on the docks and recapped Japanese truck tires. There is no
information regarding any American officers being at this camp.25

Approximately twenty-five American prisoners were held
at the Bridge House Jail in Shanghai, China, along with about
580 other political prisoners. Thef were locked behind bars
most of the time.26

The Ward Road Jail, also located in the city of Shanghai,
held about twelve American prisoners including naval and marine
personnel. They were not required to work, but did grow
vegetable gardens.27

The Naval PW Camp was also located in the city of
Shanghai. It held the crew of the USS Wake as well as British
prisoners from HMS Petrel. The officers did not work at this
camp, but the enlisted men did cleaning work and also worked

on the grounds of a Japanese shrine.28
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The Tientsin Camp was located in the city of Tientsin,
China, and was a collection of marines captured in China at
the beginning of the war. A total of 262 officers and men were
held there. The enlisted men did chores around camp and the
officers were not forced to work.29
The Woosung Camp was located fifteen miles north of
Shanghai and contained 700 civilians plus prisoners transferred
from the Naval Camp and Tientsin. At this camp the enlisted
men were required to level ground for a Japanese parade ground,
farm, and to repair roads. The enlisted men also polished enemy
shell cases, but this stopped when the American officers
protested. The officers did not work except to supervise some
enlisted details.30
Apprc:xtimately 700 American prisoners were held at the
Kiangwan Camp after being transferred from Woosung. Again the
esnlisted men were forced to work for the Japanese by building
a "recreation mound." The officers refused to work and their
rations were cut.31
Other camps were located in Fengtai (Peking), China;
Siagon, Vietnam; Jinsen (Inchon), Korea; Keijo (Seoul), Korea;
Changi, Malaya; Batavia, Java; Padang and Pakanbaroe, Sumatra;
and the Nakhon Hospital Camp, Siam (Thailand), in support of
the Burma-Thailand Railroad. Each camp contained a number of
American prisoners and the treatment of officers and enlisted
varied from camp to camp, but in most cases the officers

performed supervisory duties only.32
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The largest of the camps outside of Japan and the
Philippines was the Hoten Camp located near Mukden, Manchuria.
The first group of prisoners to occupy the camp came from
Cabanatuan in the Philippines aboard the Tattori Maru which
left Manila harbor on 8 October 1942. 2 total of 1,962 men,
including only thirty-one officers, left Manila. A total of
600 of these men stayed in a hospital in Korea due to their
poor condition. Approximately 200 men died the first winter
at Mukden from exposure and malnutrition.33

The enlisted men were put to work immediately at the
local factories. They worked about eight hours per day, six
days per week, This was not as hard as the ten hours per day
some had worked in the Philippines and much less than many of
the prisoners working in Japan. Some of the enlisted men in
Japanese camps worked from 2:30 in the morning until 7:00 in
the evening.34

The living conditions in this camp were similar to other
camps previously mentioned. The officers were grouped together
in a brick building with each officer receiving a straw mattress,
four blankets, a sheet and a straw pillow. After July 1943,
the camp also had separate buildings for a mess hall, storeroom,
boiler room, general workshop, and a bathhouse where officers
bathed daily and enlisted men every other day.35

The enlisted men received larger portions of focd

because the officers continued to refuse to work. The officers
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were paid, however, and many of them paid the enlisted men to

bring them food from outside the camp.

One clever soldier devised a false bottom for the large
food buckets which were carted from the camp to the factory
each morning and returned empty each night. Traffic in
small stores such as tobacco and small-packaged food picked
up briskly - to the joy and gratitude of our officers who,
because they refused to work in the factory, were being
punished by the usual starvation method....The officers
began buying anything edible or smokable brought to them
by the enlisted men....The enlisted men were given more
to eat than the officers, so the latter occasionally even
bought leftover food....One boy [enlisted soldier] is said
to have amassed clogg to twenty-five-thousand dollars during
his stay at Mukden.

Some officers chose to spend their money to buy food
from the enlisted men. Others, however, were relatively free

to roam about the camp during the day while the men were at

work, and resorted to stealing.

The officers worked for a while in different places
in- the camp. They got so involved in that, they began to
take advantage of the situation for their own greed. They
began stealing food whenever they were in the kitchen or
the bakery. If they weren't, then their dog rcbbers
[enlisted orderlies] were doing it for them. Now, damn
it, you don't take food from a man. So the men went to
the Japanese and told them to remove3§he officers from these
jobs. Eventually, the Japanese did.

There appeared to be more animosity between officers
and enlisted men at Mukden than at other camps outside the
Philippines. One enlisted man attributed some of the problems

to the way the officers acted after the surrender on Corregidor.
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The officers and enlisted men fought like cats and dogs
[at Mukden]. It started out, as best as I can tell, on
Corregidor, when we were captured. They took us all out
there on Monkey Point and we sat there on the little old
airstrip in the hot sun. There wasn't no water, no food,
no nothing. The Japs wanted a work detail, so five of us
volunteered. We spent a whole day taking all that food
out of the tunnel [Malinta) and loading it onto Japanese
boats. While we was doing this, we was eating. When they
sent us back to the strip we had stole enough to take with
us. The first night all hell broke out. Officers came
over to us, "O.K., there's five of your guys. We'll give
you ten cans of this food and we'll take the rest." Boy,
that guy got hit right in the snoot. We said, "Goddamn,
if you want to eat, you do like the rest of us, get out
there and work." The last part of our time in Mukden, when
we got a lot of officers in there, we had guys who stayed
in camp to guard our barracks. Because the officers didn't
work, they'd come over to our barracks and steal our
stuff....We couldn't pP-oYg it was the officers until they
caught one guy, a major.

There were not many reports of officers stealing from
their men in the camps. In most camps the officers and enlisted
men developed a working relationship and each went about his
duties and waited for the war to end.

In most of the camps in the Far East the war ended by
a formal announcement by the camp eommandér and the hasty exit
of all the Japanese guards as they tried to escape punishment
for their atrocities. The enlisted men and officers suddenly
realized someone had to take control of their situation once
they realized they were in control of their destinies again.
Whether it was because they were out of practice or because
their leadership was no longer respected by their men, some

officers were not up to the task.
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During the waiting period [after the Japanese surrender]}],
an unspoken understanding developed that the Commandant
and the guards would no longer have authority over Allied
personnel, who would now be under the control of their
respective officers. But American officers made little
effort to assume control. One lieutenggt attempted to
exercise authority but failed utterly.

The most vivid event that signaled the end of the war
for all the prisoners in the Far East was the dropping of food
in two 55 gallon drums welded end-to-end. Word was passed for
all POW camps to paint large white POW letters on the tops of
their camp buildings so the Air Force planes could find them
and drop the food. Dozens of the food-filled containers were
dropped on the camps, each suspended by a brightly colored
parachute. The men ate and ate until they were sick and then
ate some more. One officer knew the war was truly over when
several of his men ran over to him and said, "Captain, sir.

May we use these parachutes to make an American flag?" The
officer told them go ahead and then, as he watched them run

away with full bellies and glorious expressions on their faces,
he realized that for the first time in over three years someone
had referred to him as "sir." The officer thought about calling
them back to discuss the matter, but decided against it. He
just smiled and accepted for the first time that the war was

truly over and things were getting back to normal.40
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CHAPTER 10
THE BLACK KNIGHTS OF BUSHIDO

Amei'ican military and civilian leaders were surprised
by the barberic treatment their prisoners received at the hands
of the Japanese during WWII. The leaders of Japan publicly
said they would adhere to the principles of the 1929 Geneva
Conventions regarding the treatment of prisoners of war. The
official Japanese Army Regulations for Handling Prisoners of
War explicitly forbade many of the atrocities that were committed
[See Appendix A]. But the Japanese leadership appeared to
publicly sanction the appalling treatment meted out to the
helpless POWs.

When General King surrendered the Luzon forces to General
Homma he was assured that his men would not be mistreated.
King never met Homma, but was told by his chief of staff that
the Japanese were not "barbarians." Colonel James V. Collier,
General King's operations officer, personally met with General
Homma. He too was assured that the surrendering Americans would
be well-treated. He was told by General Homma that, "“Japan
treats her prisoners well. You may even see Japan in cherry

blossom time and that is a beautiful sight." Americans leaders
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had no reason to disbelieve them since the Japanese treated
German POWs from World War I quite well.1
Brigadier General William E. Brougher was also personally
assured by a Japanese general that his men would not be
mistreated. The general told him that even though the Japanese
soldiers fight very hard, they held no vindictiveness toward
their defeated foes and that their Code of Bushido would ensure
that POWs would be well-treated.2
The Japanese Code of Bushido had evolved from the ancient
Japanese Samuri era when warlords ruled provinces throughout
the land. Most westerners tended to look upon Bushido as similar

to the chivalric period of England's Knights of the Round Table,

but the Japanese code was quite different.

Bushido puts its stress on loyalty and self-sacrifice.

It had no tradition of mercy or compassion, and sanctioned,
if it d4id not actually encourage, deceit and cruelty in
the performance of duty to a superior.

The brutal treatment of American prisoners throughout
their captivity in the Far East suggests that the senior officers
of the Japanese Army had no intention on following any "chivalric
code," Geneva Convention, or Japanese army regulations. General
Homma testified at his trial dQuring the International Military
Tribunal of the Far East (IMFTE) that he had not been aware
of the atrocities his men committed and that if these atrocities

actually occurred, he was "ashamed of himself."? General Homma
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was to be more than ashamed of himself because at the end of
the trial, he was sentenced to hang for his moral responsibility
in not preventing the atrocities from occurring.

Some have suggested that the Japanese were harsh with
the Americans because they wanted to humiliate the white race
in front of the Filipinos as part of their overall strategic
guest to make "Asia for the Asiatics." This suggestion might
have been valid if the Japanese had not also been brutal to
the Filipinos. Thousands of their Asian Filipino brothers died
at the hands of the Japanese on the Death March and at Camp
O'Donnell. This theory can also be rejected because if the
Japanese truly wanted to humiliate the Americans they would
have treated the senior officers as harshly as the rest of the
men.

The most likely explanation for the harsh treatment
of Americans is probably a combination of factors. The first
reason is because the Americans were already in an extremely
poor state of health at the time of capture. Any amount of
mistreatment on the part of the Japanese was sure to cause
numerous deaths. Second, the Japanese underestimated the
strength of the Luzon force and were unprepared to transport
such large numbers to initial holding camps. Third, the
individual Japanese soldier was through harsh training an
extremely brutal person. Finally, the Japanese leadership failed
in its moral and legal obligations to ensure the prisoners were

not mistreated.5
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Two aspects of the Japanese military system deserve
a closer look. The first is the Japanese attitude toward
surrender and second is the normal day-to-day life of the
Japanese soldier. Both factors had an impact on the way the
Japanese treated Americans.

The Americans were not prepared initially to face an
enemy whose military code considered surrender an act of
cowardice. The Japanese soldier was taught that it was more
honorable to commit suicide than surrender. Military regulations
made it a crime punishable by death for a Japanese soldier to

be taken prisoner while he still had the means to resist.

The youth of Japan had been brought up...to consider
that the greatest honor was to die for their Emperor and
that it was ignominious to surrender to the enemy....The
only honorable conduct for the Japanese soldier is to fight
to the death. This concept of manly duty undoubtedly led
to the Japanese soldier having a feeling of utterscontempt
for those who surrendered to the Japanese forces.

The Japanese believed in this concept so strongly that
during the Battle of Quinanan Point, General Wainwright was
forced to order his men to blow up a group of Japanese soldiers
who had taken cover in a cave and refused to surrender.7
Throughout the island-hopping battles in the Pacific, U.S Marines
found that the Japanese would hide in fortified caves and had
to be killed literally one at a time in order to take the island.

The Japanese soldier, if captured, would often ask to

be killed. When he discovered that American customs did not
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permit this, he often tried to became a model prisoner having
totally given up his loyalty to home. The soldier felt that
his life under the emperor was gone forever and he could never
go back home. It was considered the ultimate dishonor to be
taken prisoner rather than to die on the battlefield. 1In fact,
Japanese prisoners who were liberated when the Philippines fell
were seen being taken back to Japan in chains.8

The Japanese could not understand how the American
soldiers could surrender so easily. They were astonished that
American soldiers actually demanded their names be sent to the
United States so that their families would know they were being
held as a prisoner.

The Japanese government did not ratify the Geneva
Conventions of 1929, but was still bound by the Hague Conventions
of 1907 which they had accepted. The Japanese military opposed
the ratification of the 1929 version on the grounds that certain
articles made it easier for an enemy air force to conduct raids
over Japanese cities. The military wanted a death penalty if
another country bombed their cities. Some American air crews
were actually executed after being captured.9

Probably the most surprising aspect of the Japanese
treatment of American prisoners of war was that it did not

differ drastically from the way they treated their own soldiers.

A sgquad in the Jap army was a very complicated
organization, as was the whole army, enmeshed in a maze
of intricate feudalistic concepts. From the very first
day that a youth entered the army, he was taught the absolute
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necessity of respect. True, to be sure, as in every army!

But

how uniquely, how very uniquely so, in the Jap Imperial

Army. First came worship for the Emperor, then respect

for
had

the superiors all the way down the line to anYBody who
been in service longer, irrespective of rank.

Each Japanese soldier was required to carry the Imperial

Rescript Promulgated to the Armed Forces in his breast pocket.

They were told it was based on the ancient Code of Bushido.

This rescript had an introduction, five articles, and a

conclusion. It had to be memorized in order for a private to

become a Private First Class. A 3o0ldier could be beaten for

not knowing the five basic doctrines when asked by a superior.11

The Five Imperial Doctrines12

First, the Soldier Makes it his Destiny to Perform
Patriotism.

Second, the Soldier Maintains Etiqguette.

Third, the Soldiei Respects Martial Courage.

Fourth, the Sc “?ier Values Truthfulness.

Fifth, the Soldier Remains Austere.

east at

These articles were recited twice daily facing to the

each roll call. The entire rescript took fifteen minutes

to recite. The Japanese faced east toward the rising sun which

they believed was symbolic of the power and divinity of the

Emperor.
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The main points the Japanese military training system
tried to accomplish were the following: it stressed the
insistence in uniformity of training; the discouragement of
too much competition and of individuality; the encouragement
of thrift and simple living; the importance of loyalty and
discipline; the teaching that in war-time, self-destruction
is better than surrender; and the importance of reticence in
regard to matters of military importance.13

Discipline was strongly enforced within the Japanese
army. Many American prisoners were shocked and unprepared for
the vigorous slapping campaign that the Japanese constantly
inflicted upon them. Senior American officers found the practice
humiliating - especially when the slap was more of a light tap
like a person would give to a misbehaving child or dog. But

the Americans did not realize that slapping and even fierce

beatings was a normal practice in the Japanese army,

The practice of disciplining by slapping was not unique
to squad three, but universal in the Jap armed forces, and
no subordinate ever thought of resisting for *s would have
been insubordination and punishable by death.
Some accounts by American POWs stated the Japanese forced
them to line up and face one another and then slap each other
back and forth. If the guards perceived that they were pulling

punches, they would strike the men from behind and force them

to hit harder. Although this practice appeared brutal and
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undignified by the Americans, it was a standard procedure in

the Japanese military.15

These First-Year-Soldiers of the Emperor's Army
took their beatings guietly and answered their superiors
meekly. These were men who would have gladly laid down
their lives for their Emperor, but who asked nothing for
themselves in return. They had the courage to charge a
thousand enemy, but not the determination to stand up for
a single individual right. For there were no individuals
in the Imperial Army - only absolute servants of the Emperor
- and no1gights except the right to die gloriously for the
Emperor.

The description of Japanese sleeping gquarters almost
mirrors the descriptions given of most of the American enlisted
POW quarters. The Japanese soldiers slept on thin straw mats,
fifty to sixty to a room, there were no decorations, they had
thin blankets and the men ate on their mats. The noncommissioned
and commissioned officers had rooms to themselves in the same
barracks. Medical care was usually limited to treating battle
wounds and soldiers who came in for something less were.made
tc feel as though, "they lacked in will power."17

Many excuses brought before the Military Tribunal were
rejected as a defense for the brutalities inflicted on the
American prisoners. The judges rejected the defense that senior
Japanese officers were unable to view the atrocities being
committed. The judges also rejected the defense that camp
comn. Jants and guards were only acting on orders from superiors.

Many of the harsh conditions the POWs suffered went

far beyond even what the Japanese privates endured.
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Even though American prisoners probably would have starved on
the ration fed to the Japanese soldier, they were always given
much less. Medical care was withheld routinely and prisoners
were transported in the most hellish conditions imaginable.
Japanese soldiers were often transported in the holds of ships,
but they were not denied food and water and they were able to
come on deck occasionally for fresh air and latrine breaks.

The life of a Japanese soldier was a:life of deprivation
and hardship, but the life of an American prisoner of war in
the Far East was a living nightmare. It is likely that.most
of the prisoners would have traded their conditions for the
lifestyle of even the lowliest Japanese private.

Life in the Japanese army has been described as a, "true
reflection of the authoritarian and compulsive society from

n18 The Japanese soldier was nothing more than

which it sprang.
a neighborhood bully allowed to roam the streets unchecked and
inflict his will on any defenseless being that crossed his path.
Not satisfied when his prey had cried "uncle," he continued

to twist the arm until it cracked in its socket and fell
uselessly at the victim's side.

Perhaps the best explanation for the conduct of the
Japanese military in World War II came directly from the hand
of a Japanese soldier. There may never be an excuse for the
wanton violence inflicted upon the prisoners in the Far East,

but perhaps this guote will help others understand why it might

have happened and seek to prevent it from happening again.
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When living under some high ideal, man is easily
fooled into believing that his capacity is unlimited, and
the leaders of the Imperial Army had tried to teach their
subordinates that there was no limit to what they could
stand. But there is always a limit, and the acts of vio}gnce
which follow are always remarkable in their abnormality.
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CHAPTER 11

CONCLUSION

As stated in the introduction, the purpose of this thesis
was to see if there were significant differences in the.treatment
.of officers and enlisted prisoners of war held by the Japanese
in WWII. The answer to this question is that there were
significant differences. These differences were so significant
in the first year of captivity that many more enlisted men died
than their proportion of the entire group of prisoners. 1In
the latter stages of the war, however, officer deaths surpassed
the enlisted deaths because many officers died while being
transported to Japan.

The.exact number of American military members who died
as prisoners of war has been very difficult to establish. One
study placed the total number at 12,935.1 The following chart
shows an analysis of reported prisoner of war deaths from various
sources. These reports cover only the major numbers reported
from the Death March, various camps, work details and Hell Ships.
It is very likely that the numbers are not completely accurate
as can easily be seen by the estimates of American deaths on
the Death March. Also not included are the deaths that must

have occurred on many of the smaller work details nor the deaths
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that occurred in the numerous camps throughout Japan. These
additional deaths could very easily add up to the deaths not

accounted for in the Veterans Administration figures stated

above.
FAR EAST WWII POW DEATHS
LOCATION NUMBER SOURC
Death March 950 Olsog
Death March 600-700 Knox 4
Death March 2,330 Tolang
Camp O'Donnell 1,547 Olson6
Cabanatuan No. 1 2,649 Chun9
Cabanatuan No. 3 61 Knox 8
Davao Penal Colony 18 Lawton 9
Palawan 345 Prov?Gt Marshall Study
Lipa Road Detail 265 Knox 11
Tayabas Road Detail 180 HubbTSd
Mukden (Hoten) Camp 200 Knox 13
Burma Railroad 356 Berg§gini
Shinyo Maru 719 Knox 15
Arisan Maru 1,790 Knox (Mostly officers.)16
Oryoku Maru 1,194 Knox (Mostly officers.)
Total 9,924 to 11,654 (Depending on Death March

figures used.)

Using these figures, coupled with the percentage of
officers to enlisted already shown as being present in the
Philippines on 30 November 1941, it is possible to make some
calculations regarding who fared worse overall - officers or
enlisted. The overall percentage of Ameriéan officers to
enlisted in the Philippines can be derived as 2,645 of 21,405
or approximately 12.4 percent. If all other things were equal,

officers should have accounted for only 12.4 percent of the
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total POW deaths or a number equal to their percentage of the
POW population. The term "mostly officers' above can be
interpreted, by definition, as anything above 50 percent. 1If
we simply add the known officers who died at Camp O'Donnell
(59) with just 51 percent of the known dead from the Arisan
and Oryoku Maru ships, we end up with 1,582 of the 12,935 deaths
being officers or about 12.2 percent. This is slightly less
than the overall percentage of officers to enlisted and
represents a "best case" for officer deaths. But the number
of officers on the Arisan and Oryoku Maru ships couvld also,
by definition, have been as high as 99 percent. This is
unlikely, but will be used here for illustration. Using this
higher figure we would end up with a total of 3,013 of the 12,935
deaths being officers or about 23.3 percent. By interpreting
"mostly officers" at 99 percent, as in a possible "worst case",
it is obvious that many more officers than enlisted as a group
would have died as POWs. Even splitting the difference on the
ships at 75 percent would put the officer deaths at about 18
percent of the total POW deaths or about 6 percent more than
their percentage of the total group of prisoners.

It should be intuitively obvious that officers died
at other places than Camp O'Donnell and the two Hell Ships
mentioned above. Many would have died on the Death March and
on work details. Many did die on the Shinyo Maru and at Palawan,
Even if officers continued to die at the same low rate of 3.8

percent of the total deaths at Cabanatuan as they had at Camp
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O'Donnell, they would have accounted for over 100 of the total
2,700 deaths at Cabanatuan No. 1. When all these things are
taken into consideration, it is obvious (even without exact
figures) to see that the officers fared much worse as a group
than the enlisted simply because of the tragedies on the Death
Ships.

The reasons for POW deaths were often linked to rank
distinctions. There is one possible exception. As was shown
earlier, no distinctions were made between officers and enlisted
men during the Bataan Death March. It was simply a matter of
luck if a person was able to ride on a truck to Camp O'Donnell.
Age may have been a factor in being able to survive the grueling
march, but sources disagree.

Enlisted men died in extremely high numbers at Camp
O'Donnell. The predominant causes of death at O'Donnell were
from dysentery and malaria. Fresh water was generally
unavailable and reports showed that many enlisted men drank
stagnant water to stay alive. Enlisted men were crowded into
dilapidated bamboo structures where proximity with sick and
dying men aided in the spread of disease. Officers had slightly
better wooden shelters, but many also slept in the bamboo huts.
There were reports of officers using rank to obtain fresh water
and food over the enlisted men. Medical care was almost
non-existent and no distinctions were made based on rank. Work
details from the camp, however, provided enlisted men an

opportunity to receive food from local Filipinos. Some officers
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volunteered to work and were initially considered collaborators
by their peers.

Deaths continued at Cabanatuan with the enlisted men
continuing to die in greater numbers than the officers. The
officers began receiving pay and a camp commissary was
established. Thousands of dollars were spent at this facility
while hundreds of men were dying of disease and starvation.

Other camps in the Philippines such as the Davao Penal
Colony and 0O1l1ld Bilibid Prison did not experience the same high
death rates. Strong American camp administration and a more
benevolent Japanese leadership seemed to have an impact on the
overall conditions within the camps. These two facilities showed
that it was possible to maintain a semblance of order and
military discipline within a Japanese prisoner of war camp.

It must be remembered, however, that the vést majority of
American deaths in the Philippine camps occurred before the
Davao Penal Colony was established.

Conditions on board the transport ships were equally
bad for officers and enlisted men. No distinctions were made
based on rank with the exception that the ships that sailed
later in the war contained a higher percentage of officers and
took longer to travel from Manila to Japan due to having to
evade American forces.

The conditions for the nurses and senior officers were
much different than for other prisoners. The senior officers

were forced to perform manual labor more frequently than officers
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at other camps, but their living environment and food far
exceeded that received in other places.

Officer treetment in camps outside the Philippines was
generally much better than the treatment of enlisted men. The
conditions at Zentsuji appeared to be the best of any Japanese
camp including those holding senior officers. Forced manual
labor by officers varied from camp to camp, but outside the
Philippines it was usually limited to supervisory work.

This thesis was not meant to be an indictment of officers
in general, nor an indictment of the officers held by the
Japanese. But most sources showed that during the first year
of captivity, life or death depended on a person's ability to
survive disease and starvation. It is clear that the officers
were in a better position to survive. One could argue that
officers being paid and also being able to avoid work were simply
receiving what they were allowed under the Geneva Conventions.
They did not ‘have a legal obligation to share their money with
the-enlisted men. Since they did not choose to assist the
enlisted men with money for food, the officers established an
environment that allowed survival to be linked directly to rank.

To be fair to the officers it must be pointed out that
in almost all other historical examples of prisoner of war
experiences, the officers were separated from the enlisted men
and placed in different camps early after capture. For whatever
reason, the Japanese chose not to do this so officers below

the rank of colonel were lumped together with the enlisted men.
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It is unknown how the results of captivity in the Far East during
WWII would have been different if all the officers had been
separated from the enlisted men. If this had happened, the
officers would have been unable to have any impact on the
enlisted men at all, positively or negatively. Perhaps the
enlisted men would have died in greater numbers without the
officers to assist them in camp supervision. The only reason
for separating officers from enlisted men which could be found
in any sources was for the convenience of interrogation by the
detaining power. |

What resulted was an unusual situation where officers
were kept in the same camps with the enlisted men. With few
exceptions, the officers were not required to perform manual
labor until very late in the war. The officers generally
occupied the best facilities in the camps. The officers had
better access to water for bathing. In some camps the officers
had access to books, playing cards, and had leisure time to
study. The officers were paid regularly in amounts far exceeding
what the enlisted men earned through hard labor. With this
money the officers bought additional food which undoubtedly
had a great impact on their ability to survive. There is no
overwhelming evidence that the officers, as a whole, did anything
to pool their resources for the benefit of the enlisted men
except at 014 Bilibid Prison. Even in this example the few
officers who contributed did it reluctantly and many eventually

withdrew their donations. On the contrary, there is evidence
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to suggest that the officers, as a whole, stood back and watched
hundreds of men die without making any concerted effort to
prevent it.

The Japanese said they accepted, with certain
reservations, the Geneva Conventions of 1929. Chapter Three
of this phesis outlined the articles in these rules which have
evolved over the years and make distinctions based on rank.
These rules, if they had been followed, should have provided
a level of subsistence for all prisoners that would have ensured
their survival. Therefore, the differences for officers and
enlisted men should not have had any great impact on survival.
These distinctions were only intended to show respect for rank
and, in the case of officers, provide pay to allow them to
purchase food and clothing which the detaining power is not
obligated to provide free of charge for officers.

But the Japanese did not provide a satisfactory level
of subsistence in any camp to include the camps for senior
officers. Because of this, the matters of work and pay had
a tremendous impact on the ability of one person to survive
over another. The officers could not have had much of a say
on the work requirements except to try and determine who was
unfit to work and plead with the Japanese to keep them back.
The selection of quarters and opportunities for bathing was
simply a matter of rank. This probably had an impact on general
health through sanitary conditions, but little else could be

done under the circumstances. Not everyone could use fresh
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water for bathing or live in the best quarters so these naturally
went to the officers.

The Geneva Conventions allowed officers to have enlisted
orderlies in their camps to perform the menial tasks considered
demeaning for officers such as cooking and cleaning the barracks.
The need for this could be debated, but not in the scope of
this thesis. Since officers were kept in the same camps with
the enlisted men, it was not unreasonable for the officers to
task some enlisted men to perform these duties. And since the
Geneva Conventions sfate that these enlisted men should not
have to perform any other labor, it was also reasonable to exempt
them from other manual labor. But what should happen when other
enlisted men in the same camp are being forced to work themselves
to death? What are the rules for choosing who works for the
officers and therefore has a better chance to live? There are
no easy answers to these questions.

It is easy, however, to sit back in a comfertable chair
today and condemn the actions or inactions of the officers who
were held prisoner by the Japanese. After all, one could argue,
it was the officers who bought thousands of dollars worth of
food and then divided it between themselves while leaving only
candy and cigarettes for the starving men. It was the officers
who slept on beds with mattresses while their men lived on
bug-infested bamboo floors. It was officers who deliberately
stole food from their men while they were at their slave-labor

jobs. It was officers who ate lunch or dinner with the Japanese
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who were inflicting pain and suffering on all the men. It was
an officer whose major concern was with the number of card games
he could get played while in a prison camp. It was officers

who failed to answer the distress call of an enlisted man on

a Death Ship, and who deliberately took extra food and water
when other men were so thirsty they drank their own urine or
another man's blood. It is hard to imagine a situation where
these things would occur, but according to the words of many
enlisted men, and even some officers, these things did happen.

But there are other examples where officers stood up
to the Japanese on behalf of the men. There are examples where
officers used their own money to buy medicine to cure a disease
in the camp. There are examples where officers took the clothes
from their own backs to give to their men. There are examples
where officers paid the enlisted men for their services so they
would have money to buy food. Finally, there are examples,
though few, where officers contributed to a fund to aid the
poor.

It is hard to predict what each individual person would
do if faced with a similar set of circumstances. After the
Death March, most men probably realized that the only person
they could depend on for survival was themselves. When life
or death is at stake, moral rules seem to pale in insignificance.
Everyone wants to live. No one wants to die.

The hardest question to answer is why did these things

happen? The answer to the early deaths of the enlisted men
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basically boils down to a moral judgment by the officers who
failed to try and use their influence or money to solve the
greater problem. They must have felt that their individual
resources were inadequate to solve the entire problem. Many
probably felt that their personal survival was more important
than taking the morally right alternative. It probably was
not a conscious decision made because of rank, but rather a
personal decision to survive made under demanding circumstances.
Some of the problems the POWs faced in the Far East
may have been rectified by the changes made in the Geneva
Conventions on 12 August 1949. Today all prisoners receive
an advance of pay. Noncommissioned officers are not compelled
to work. Prisoners of war who work shall be paid a fair working
rate. Other provisions such as minimum stardards for food,
medical care, housing and transportaciori vvhich should have
prevented the Japanese atrocities remain in force. But, if
like Japan, a country chooses to . ynor the rules and be brutal
toward prisoners of war, the only recourse will be to punish
the persons responsible after the fact. This does not help
the men and women being held. This is an inherent weakness
in the overall system that will never change until governments
choose to abide by the rules.
After looking at all the information provided in this
thesis and considering how the esnlisted men might have benefited
by more assistance from the officers, the simple fact remains

that it is highly likely that officers died in numbers far

221



exceeding their pfoportion of the total prisoners of war. The
reason for this is very simple. Although the Japanese balked
at the Geneva Convention requirement which prevented compelling
officers to work, they basically complied with it during the
early years of the war. Because of this, most officers were
forced to remain in the Philippines until the Japanese either
had the assets available to ship them, or felt compelled to
move them to prevent their recapture. It is a matter of sheer
bad luck for the officers to have died in the bombings and
submarine attacks by advancing American forces. Normal Geneva
Convention rules prohibited the transporting of prisoners on
unmarked troop ships. It should not have happened, but it did.
America could not stand by and allow its enemy to hold our war
aims hostage by using prisoners as shields. The war aims
remained the same and unmarked Japanese ships were sunk at the
cost of many American lives.,

There are very few recommendations to pe made concerning
the problems which have been identified in this thesis. The
United States has continued to move toward a classless military
structure over the years and most officers are instilled with
a strong sense of responsibility toward their men. But officers
must understand that they could find themselves thrust into
similar circumstances and be forced to make decisions regarding
the welfare of their men against other priorities - including
personal ones. Perhaps if officers study this thesis and ask

themselves some hard questions, they might be able to make some
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basic philosophical decisions now instead of later when their
minds might not be as clear.

The Geneva Conventions are basically sound. If Japan
had chosen to follow the rules, this thesis would have been
unnecessary. It is hard to speculate what might have happened
differently if officers and enlisted men had been separated,
or if they had all received equal pay or the officers had been
compelled to work alongside the enlisted men from the beginning.
Perhaps more would have lived in the first example and more
would have died in the latter. Perhaps all would have had better
access to food and all would have been transferred to Japan
at the same time preventing the slaughter of officers at the
end. But maybe the only result would have been that they all
would have died in equal numbers. Is there anything wrong with
that? Only if society deems that one person is no more valuable
than another person.

In some ways it could be argued that the enlisted men
were condemned to death by the rules of the Geneva Convention.
But one might also argue that if all had equal money in the
camps, then the value of money would have been worthless - there
was probably not enough food to go around anyway and other means
would have been established to divide the food, probably by
rank.

The issue of separating officers into different camps
and giving prisoners differing pay based on rank needs to be

carefully reviewed after considering the results discussed in

223



this thesis. Do officers in prison camps really need separate
facilities and more money? Would it not be better to maintain
some semblance of unit integrity and keep officers and enlisted
men together? Does keeping officers in the same camps with
enlisted men help or hinder morale and camp administration?
Each of these guestions could prompt another study such as this
thesis.

The overriding theme that comes to the surface when
this problem is delved into at depth is that perhaps our
international society, with the United States as a leader for
world thought, has determined that officers are a little more
valuable than the basic rank and file. This thought may be
linked to the traditions that were discussed in Chapter Two
or may simply be due to the society having invested more money
in officers' education and training. It is obviously more
difficult to replace officers with soldiers fresh out of basic
training. But cannqt the same thing be said abouF a career
noncommissioned officer? In some ways a seasoned sergeant is
more irreplaceable than a new second lieutenant.

When the international committees sit down to discuss
the rules that govern the treatment of POWs they certainly do
not discuss the relative value of one class of person over
another, be they officer or enlisted. They expect all the
prisoners to be treated in a manner that will protect their
lives until they can be repatriated. But things do not always

work out the way people intend them to. Some countries do not
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play by all the rules. Subtle distinctions in wording can have
an impact on survival. The results of this thesis are an example
of this very premise.

Rank distinctions were determined to be necessary for
good order and discipline and to provide the functional necessity
of dividing the workers from the managers. But is one human
being really more valuable than another in a prisoner of war
camp? Should international rules benefit one human being over
another simply based on rank? Probably not. But tradition
is a very hard thing to break and in future wars officers will
probably continue to be treated differently from enlisted men.
That is simply the nature of our society. The only thing that
might make a difference over the historical examples given in
this thesis is the attitudes of the officers themselves. Only
they may ultimately determine whether or not rank will have

its privilege in future prisoner of war camps.
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APPENDIX A

JAPANESE ARMY REGULATIONS

FOR HANDLING PRISONERS OF WAR1

These regulations were issued in February, 1904, as Army
Instruction No. 22 of that year, and subsequently revised on
several occasions. They were the official regulations in force
for all units and members of the Japanese Army in World War

II.

Regulations for the handling of prisoners of war shall be as
follows:

Chapter I
General Rules

Article 1. The term prisoner(s) of war as used in these
regulations shall refer to combatants of enemy nationality
or to those who by treaty or custom are entitled to treatment
as prisoners of war.

Article 2. Prisoners of war shall be treated with a spirit
of goodwill and shall never be subjected to cruelties or
humiliation.

Article 3. Prisoners of war shall be given suitable treatment
in accordance with their position and rank. However, those
who fail to reply with sincerity and truth to questions
regarding name and rank, and violators of other rules, shall
not be included in this.

Article 4. Prisoners of war shall be required to conform to
the discipline and regulations of the Imperial Army. Beyond
this, their persons shall not be subjected to unwarranted
restriction.

Article 5. Insofar as military discipline and moral standards
are not affected, prisoners of war shall have freedom of
religion and shall be permitted to attend worship in accordance
with their respective sects.

Article 6. In case of disobedience it shall be permissible
to hold a prisoner of war in confinement or detention or to
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subject him to other necessary disciplinary action. 1In case
a prisoner of war attempts to escape, he may be stopped by
armed force and if necessary killed or wounded.

Article 7. When a prisoner of war not under oath is captured
in attempted escape, he shall be subjected to discipiinary
action. Ww~-an such a prisoner of war, after successful escape,
is again made prisoner of war, no punishment shall be inflicted
for the previous escape.

Article 8. The methods of disciplining prisoners of war shall,
besides following the foregoing articles, be in accordance
with the provisions of the army regulations for minor
punishments. Criminal acts of prisoners of war shall be tried
by army courtmartial.

CHAPTER 1II
Capture and Transportation to the Rear
of Prisoners of War

Article 9. When a person to be treated as a prisoner of war
is captured, his personal belongings shall be immediately
inspected, and weapons, ammunition and other articles which
may be put to military use shall be confiscated. Other
belongings shall either be held in deposit or shall be left
in his possession as circumstances require.

Article 10. When among the prisoners of war mentioned in the
foregoing article, there are officers who should be treated
with special honor, an army commander or independent divisional
commander may permit them to carry their swords. In such
cases the names of the prisoners of war together with the
records shall be reported to Imperial General Headquarters,
from whence due notice shall be transmitted to the Ministry
of War. The weapons which shall be carried shall be held
in deposit in the prisoners of war camp.

Article 11. Commanders of armies and of independent divisions
shall, upon negotiations with the enemy forces after combat,
be permitted to return or exchange captured sick and wounded
prisoners of war who swear on oath not to take part in combat
during the remainder of the same war. In such cases, names,
total number and reasons shall be reported to Imperial General
Headquarters from whence the Ministry of War shall be duly
notified.

Article 12. Each unit capturing prisoners shall duly interrogate
said prisoner, prepare a roster containing the name, age,
rank, home address, home unit and place and date of wounding;
a prisoner of war diary; and inventories of articles
confiscated or held in deposit in accordance with the
provisions of Article 9. When as provided for in the next
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foregoing article, the return, exchange or release on oath
of prisoners of war are effected, the fact shall be noted
on the prisoner of war roster.

Article 13. Prisoners of war shall be divided into officers
and warrant officers and under and shall be transported under
guard to the nearest line of communications command or
transport and communications organization. When this is done,
the articles held in deposit, prisoner of war roster, prisoner
of war diaries and inventories shall be forwarded together
with the captured personnel.

Article 14. Army units, lines of communications commands or
transport and communications organizations may, upon conference
on the handing over of PW's by a naval commanding officer,
receive into custody those prisoners of war together with
deposited articles, rosters, diaries, and inventories.

Article 15. Commanders of armies or independent divisions shall
promptly report to Imperial General Headquarters the number
of prisoners of war they desire to send to the rear. Imperial
General Headgquarters shall inform the Ministry of War thereof.

Article 16. When the Ministry of War is in receipt of the
information mentioned in the foregoing Article 15, it shall
report to the Imperial General headquarters the post or other
location where the reception of prisoners of war will be
effected. Imperial General headquarters shall inform the
Ministry of War regarding the expected date of arrival at
the designated point. The same procedure shall be followed
when the Ministry of War has been informed regarding the
reception of prisoners taken by the Navy.

Article 17. Lines of communications commands and transport
and communications organizations which in accordance with
Articles 13 and 14 have accepted prisoners of war shall
transport said prisoners of war under guard to the location(s)
mentioned in the next foregoing article and shall there
transfer said PW's together with deposited articles, PW
rosters, PW diaries and inventories to the custody of the
officer of the War Ministry charged with reception.

Article 18. When no Imperial General Headguarters is
established, "Imperial General Headquarters" in this chapter
shall be taken to read "General Staff Headquarters."

CHAPTER II1II
Accommodation and Control
of Prisoners of War

Article 19. (Rescinded)
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Article 20. For prisoners of war accommodations, army
establishments, temples or other buildings which suffice to
prevent escape and are not detrimental to the health and honor
of the prisoners shall be utilized.

Article 21. The army commander or garrison area commander under
whose jurisdiction comes the administration of prisoner of
War camps (hereinafter to be referred to as the High
Administrator of PW camps) shall determine "regulations
concerning PW camp duties" and shall make a report thereof
to the Minister of War and duly inform the Director General
of the PW Information Bureau.

Article 22. (Rescinded)

Article 23. (Rescinded)

Article 24. (Rescinded)

Article 25. (Rescinded)

Article 26. Insofar as mail sent and received by prisoners
of war is, by international treaty, exempted from postage
dues, the High Administrator of PW camps shall confer with
the Post Office in the vicinity of the PW accommodations and
shall determine a suitable procedure for the handling of postal
matters.

Article 27. Rules and regulations concerning control within
PW camps shall be determined by the High Administrator.

CHAPTER 1V
Miscellaneous Rules

Article 28. Those enemy sick and wounded who, after medical
treatment at dressing stations or hospitals, are considered
incapable of military service shall, after due promise not
to serve in the same war, be returned to their homes. However,
those who have important relations with the conduct of the
war are not included in this.

Article 29. Articles belonging to the prisoners of war and
held in deposit by Imperial Government offices shall be
returned to their possession at the time of their release.

Article 30. In case of the death of a prisoner of war, the
money and possessions of the deceased shall be sent to the
Prisoner of War Information Bureau by the unit, organization
hospital or dressing statior concerned. When the belongings
are of a perishable nature, such shall be sold and the proceeds
of the sale shall be forwarded instead.
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Articie 31. The last will and testament of a deceased prisoner
of war shall be handled in the same way as that of Japanese
military personnel by the unit, organization, hospital or
dressing station concerned, and shall be duly forwarded to
the Prisoner of War Information Bureau.

Article 32. (Rescinded)

Article 33. Direct welfare activities for the benefit of
prisoners of war by organizations legally established for
charitable purposes may be permitted on submittal of a written
pledge to the effect that no infractions or violations of
the rules and regulations concerning prisoners will be made.

SOURCE

1 Stanley L. Falk, Batan: The March of Death, (New York:
W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1962), 241-246.
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