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INTRODUCTION

The information gathered and compiled in this Volume was part of an effort
performed for the US Army Concepts Analysis Agency under Contract DAALO1-90-C-
0071, Delivery Order Number 3. The objective of the effort was to collect
detailed historical data on at least fourteen combat actions where US forces were
defending against enemy armor attacks. The data set will be used in a joint
US/UK analysis of the degradation in anti-armor defense effectiveness under
combat conditions. The resulting degradation factors will allow projections of
the combat performance of future anti-armor defenses to be based upon a balanced
combination of historical and instrumented field test data.

A complete description of the work performed by SAIC is found in Volume I,
Technical Report, dated 30 March 1990. Volumes II and III, respectively,
describe the anti-tank combat actions that took place at Mortain, France in
August, 1944 and Dom Bitgenbach, Belgium in December 1944. This Volume describes
the result of the detailed data collection on the engagement at Krinkelt-
Rocherath, Belgium, in December, 1944. Also included in this Volume is an
appendix detailing the performance of U.S. anti-tank weapons against German tanks
and an appendix of actions completed by SAIC sorted by date, location, and type
of weapon used.

Copies of the actual WWII maps (1:25,000) and overlays of Krinkelt-
Rocherath were delivered to the US Army Concepts Analysis Agency as part of this
project. Maps within this Volume were created from the original maps.




CHAPTER 1
THE ARDENNES: THE BATTLE FOR THE NORTHERN SHOULDER

BACKGROUND

Following the Al1ied breakout at St. Lo in July 1944, the near encirclement
of the German forces near Falaise wrecked the German Army in the West.' Even
though the Allies never completely closed the pocket and many units escaped, the
Germans left most of their equipment and thousands of casualties behind.2
Allied armies chased the shattered remnants towards the German border, but their
logistics could not sustain this sudden, swift advance. By fall, supply
difficulties and stiffening German resistance, from units which the Germans had
managed to rebuild with prodigious effort, combined to slow the Allied advance.
As the Allies ran into the defenses along the German border, they became locked
into a grinding battle of attrition in terrain where even second-rate German
units could defend effectively. By mid-December 1944, American units were moving
forward slowly. The main objective of General Omar Bradley’s 12th Army Group was
the capture of the Roer River dams which, if opened, could flood the river and
prevent its crossing. Since the Roer blocked the approach to the Rhine, it had
to be crossed before Germany could be invaded and defeated.

THE GERMAN PLAN

Even as Allied units raced toward Germany in September, Hitler was already
planning a counteroffensive. On 16 September, gesturing at a map, he announced
to his astonished generals that he would attack, "...here, out of the Ardennes,
with the objective -- Antwerp."® Hitler was determined to make an attack in the
West. The vastness of the Eastern front and the fact that the Soviets had over
500 division-sized units meant that there was little likelihood for a decisive.

'The overview for the Ardennes offensive, described in the following fifteen pages, is drawn mainly from
Hugh N. Cole, The Ardennes: Battle of the Bulge (Wash. D.C.: OCMH, 1965).

2Aeecm.ﬂr\g to Martin Slumenson, , (Washington, DC; OCMN, 1961), pg. 555 and Map II,
only 20,000-40,000 Germans escaped, 0 Divi.ions in the pocket on August 6.

*cote, Ardernes, pe.2.




victory there. But in the West, a hard blow against the forces of what Hitler
always considered decadent democracies seemed to offer some chance of success.
During the months of planning that followed, Hitler’s generals tried to persuade
him to adopt a less ambitious plan. An offensive to Antwerp, in their view,
exceeded the combat power and logistics reach of the forces they were able to
rebuild during the fall of 1944. But in the end, the plan was very much the one
that Hitler dictated.

With elaborate secrecy, the Germans assembled forces for their offensive.
For the assault, the Germans were able to gather thirteen infantry and seven
armored divisions. Another five divisions were in reserve. The assault units
had over a thousand tanks or armored assault guns and some 1,900 supporting
artillery pieces. The German plan, shown in Figure 1, was to attack west to the
Meuse River and cross that obstacle in the vicinity of Liege. Then, the Germans
would swing north and capture Antwerp, separating the British from the Americans
and, Hitler hoped, create another Dunkirk. The main attack would be carried out
by Sixth Panzer Army with Fifth Panzer Army attacking to cover the southern
flank. On both sides of the penetration, infantry divisions would attack to
secure the shoulders and defend against allied counterattacks.

Figure 1 also shows the actual German penetration compared to the German
plan. Clearly, the main attack made aimost no progress. After the failure of
the main attack to break through, the Germans tried to shift their main effort
to the south. But they lacked sufficient fuel for this more lengthy advance and,
more importantly, had lost the time they needed to overcome a surprised but
swiftly reacting American army. Clearly, the American defenders who held the
northern shoulder were instrumental in defeating the German Army’s last major
offensive during World War II. ‘

SIXTH PANZER ARMY PLAN

Responsibility for conducting the main attack of the German offensive
belonged to Sixth Panzer Army. Commanded by SS-General Josef "Sepp" Dietrich,
a former butcher by trade and a fanatical Nazi, the Sixth Panzer Army was the
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THE GERMAN PLAN AND ACTUAL PENETRATION
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strongest of the three armies participating in the offensive. It included nine
divisions in three corps: LXVII Armeekorps (AK), 326th and 246th Volksgrenadier
Divisions (VGD); I SS-Panzerkorps (PzK), 1st and 12th SS-Panzer Divisions, 12th
and 277th VGD, and 3rd Parachute Division; and Il SS-PzK with 2d and 9th SS-
Panzer Divisions. For its main effort, Sixth Army planned that I SS-PzK would
break through along Rollbahns (Routes) C and D. North of the main attack, at
Monschau, LXVII AK’s mission was to break through American lines and block any
thrust from the north (its bloody failure is not described in this narrative).
To exploit 1 SS-PzK’s breakthrough, Dietrich held II S$S-PzK in reserve.

To conduct its main attack, Sixth Panzer Army planned to use I SS-PzK’s
infantry to break through the defending Americans and open the way for its
armored divisions to exploit towards the West. In the north, 277th
Volksgrenadier Division (VGD) was to seize the twin village Rocherath-Krinkelt
to give 12th SS-PzD access to Route C. To the south, the 3rd Parachute and 12th
Volksgrenadier Divisions were to open Route D for 1lst SS-PzD. Seizing these
roads was critical to German success. The hilly, forested terrain in the
Ardennes made cross country movement, particularly in the winter, difficult or
impossible. The German attack depended on quickly opening the roads to have any
chance of success. Sixth Army’s timetable allowed one day to break through,
another to clear the Hohes Venn high ground, reaching the Meuse on the third day,
and crossing on the fourth.

AMERICAN POSITIONS

Standing in the way of the German attack was the American 99th Infantry
Division, a new unit being seasoned in what was considered to be a quiet sector
of the front. Inserted in the 99th’s sector, the veteran 2nd Infantry Division
was attacking toward the Roer dams. The 99th was stretched over a broad front
with no reserves. From north to south, its 395th, 393rd, and 394th regiments
defended the front. Because it was astride all three routes needed by 12th SS-
Panzer Division, the 394th would be hardest hit.




The 99th "Checkerboard” Division was a green unit, having been in Europe
only since 3 November. Being a new unit, the 99th had not had time to accumulate
the extra weapons, vehicles, and equipment commonly found in other units that had
been in action for a while. In addition, its attached tank destroyer battalion
had towed guns, and their lack of mobility was an especially severe problem in
the Ardennes. The Division was occupying a quiet sector of the northern Ardennes
to gain some experience before being conmitted to offensive operations. The 99th
Division’s front stretched 19 miles, from Buchholz Station in the south to
Monschau in the north.

In contrast to the 99th, the 2d Infantry Division was a very seasoned unit.
After the St. Lo breakout in late July, the 2d Division advanced into Brittany
with the VIII Corps. The division came to the Ardennes in the autumn of 1944 to
rest and absorb replacements. Following this respite, V Corps gave it the
mission of capturing the Roer River dams. The 2d Division launched this attack
on 13 December, meeting stiff resistance. By the beginning of the German
offensive three days later, the 2d Division had already suffered 1,200
casualties.

- Despite its losses, the 2d was still a formidable force, having collected
many extra automatic weapons and vehicles in earlier actions, as well as having
three self-propelled TD battalions attached to it rather than one, the normal
practice in the theater. One of its chief assets was the experienced 741st Tank
Battalion, which on 16 December had 47 Sherman tanks. The division was also
fortunate in having as its commander General Walter M. Robertson, a bold and
skillful commander who was largely responsible for the success of the American
defense around the Elsenborn Ridge. The presence of this seasoned unit in the
Rocherath area came as a compliete surprise to the Germans.

In reserve in Belgium, the lst Infantry Division joined V Corps at 2400 on
16 December to help plug the holes the Germans had torn in the US lines. The 1st
was arguably the most veteran unit in the US Army, having seen battle in North
Africa, Sicily, and Normandy. After fighting across France in July and August
1944, the division suffered heavy casualties in the battle to take Aachen during
September and October, and in the bloody fighting in the Hiirtgen Forest in
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November. Like the 2d Division, the 1st was sent to the Ardennes to recuperate
in early December, being short more than 3,300 men, most of them from the front-
line combat elements.

THE FIGHT FOR KRINKELT-ROCHERATH
December 16, 1944: Assault on the 99th

At 0530, the German attack opened with a heavy artillery barrage which
lasted until about 0700 (Figure 2) with German searchlights creating artificial
moonlight to aid their advance. Occupying a refused position at the left rear
of the regiment, 3/394 was probably the first unit to encounter the German
attack. At Buchholz Station, L Company had its breakfast interrupted by Germans
in march column and drove them back after a stiff fight at close quarters. To the
east, advancing units of the 12th VGD made their first encounter with 1/394 near
Losheimergraben, losing a self-propelled gun [Action 1]. But the 12 VGD was not
able to strike hard at the 1/394 until about noon, after a tortuous approach
march. The battalion held most of the company positions but was badly hurt;
regiment pulled units from the 3rd battalion to reinforce the depleted unit. On
the 1st battalion’s right flank the German attack hit the 2/394 which repulsed
infantry and armor assaults with small arms and artillery [Action 2]. By mid
afternoon the battalion had stabilized its front.

At about 0730, on the division’s right flank, the 277th VGD struck hard at
the 393rd regiment which defended its front with only two battalions (one
battalion was attached to the 395th). Third battalion in the north lost K
Company in the first rush and by 0930 was holding at the battalion CP with the
remaining two companies. South of 3rd battalion, a heavy German assault pushed:
the 1/393 back 300 yards and destroyed most of two companies. Further, German
infantry began to infiltrate through a gap created between the two battalions.
To backstop the heavily pressed regiment, the 99th Division asked for and
received the 2nd Infantry’s reserve, the 23rd Infantry Regiment. One battalion,
the 3/23, moved into a position east of Rocherath behind the 393rd.
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Ninety-ninth Division ordered another of 2nd Infantry’s reserve
battalions, the 1/23, to move into positions previously prepared by the 99th
south of Hinningen. By nightfall the battalion was in place. The remaining
battalion of the 23rd regiment, the 2nd, remained north of Rocherath. South of
the 99th’s sector, the Germans had broken through and could be seen moving west.
But at the end of the day, the 99th still held its line.

After waiting impatiently all day for the 12th VGD to break through the
394, the impetuous commander of Kampfqruppe Peiper of 1st SS Panzer commandeered
some paratroopers to conduct his own penetration. During the night, the
Kampfgruppe overran the defenders of Buchholz, which had been stripped of troops
to reinforce lst Battalion. By 0500 on the 17th, Peiper began to advance on
Honsfeld.

December 17, 1944: 2nd Infantry Division Reinforces

In the south, the day began ominously when Peiper’s battlegroup struck
Honsfeld just before dawn (Figure 3). Occupied by 99th Division rear echelon
troops and a variety of units moving to reinforce the front, the attack achieved
surprise and quickly overran the Americans [Actions 3-4]. Peiper then detoured
from route D to Billingen in order to avoid the poor secondary road leading to
Moderscheid. The Americans at Biillingen, expecting the enemy to move north to
ca ture major supply dumps, were surprised when the Germans turned south from
Billingen back toward route D. A small reconnaissance unit sent by Peiper to
Batgenbach was stopped by an American roadblock.

Because of the now obvious seriousness of the German attack, the 2nd ID’s
attack was canceled, and the division commander, MG Robertson, began moving units
south. Peiper’s detour was a key to the 2nd ID’s scheme for reinforcing the
99th. The threatened German advance from Bi11ingen might reach the twin villages
of Krinkelt-Rocherath and cut the 1ine of supply and retreat of both 2nd and 99th
IDs. Therefore, the first objective was to reinforce near Wirtzfeld to protect
the twin villages. As the remaining unconmitted regiments of the 2nd abandoned
their attack against Wahlerschied and began to move south, the lead unit, 9th
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Infantry was to move to positions south of Wirtzfeld while the trailing 38th
Infantry would defend the twin villages.

Small German units of infantry and armor reinforced this concern during the
morning by making forays toward the north from Billingen. With welcome
reinforcement from 1st Platoon, A Co., 80lst TD Battalion, which had been in
position east of Hinningen, the 1/23 stopped these German advances [Actions 5-6].

In its sector, the 394th near Losheimergraben suffered a strong German
attack just after dawn. By noon, the town had fallen, and during the afternoon
the survivors of the regiment began withdrawing toward Mirringen. Later that
afternoon, the Germans finally turned their attention to the 1/23 south of
Hinningen, striking that unit at 1600. The Americans repulsed the attack but
lost most of Company B before withdrawing to Wirtzfeld during the night.

Early on the 17th, the tired 3/393 counterattacked west to clear its rear
and then east to regain the positions lost the previous day. By 1000, they
collided with an attacking German battalion, reinforced by tanks parceled out
from 12th SS to strengthen the attack. The Americans were farced to retreat
through the 3/23, and 1/393 fell back to a position abreast of the 3/23 by 1400.
The 3/393 had barely passed through American lines when the Germans struck hard
at the 3/23 [Actions 7-10], and by dark the shattered battalion had to withdraw.
This action isolated the 1/393, which withdrew cross country to Wirtzfeld the
following day. Wearily, the 3/393 moved forward again to defend Rocherath, and
at the end of the day still held the town.

General Robertson had spent his day shepherding the movement of his
division to the south. When the Germans attacked the 3/23, he recognized the
threat to his flank and diverted K company, 3/9 and then the entire 1/9 to back
up 3/23. By dusk, the 1/9 was in position in front of Rocherath, and the 1/38
established a defense east of Krinkelt [Action 20]. Both of these battalions
were reinforced by tanks and tank destroyers. During the night, German armor and
infantry launched a heavy but poorly coordinated attack against the villages.
Penetrating the infantry’s defenses, the Germans were able to get men and tanks
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into the towns. But after wild fighting during the night, the American defenders
managed to hunt down and eliminate the Germans.

December 18, 1944: 12th SS Panzer tries to break through

The hours before dawn at Rocherath-Krinkelt were ominously quiet as the
Americans sought to reorganize after the confused fighting during the night.
Since the 277 VGD had failed to break through and free the 12th SS to advance,
the Commander of the Hitler Jugend Division decided to take the task for himself.
Just before light, the Germans began coordinated tank-infantry assaults against
the U.S. positions [Actions 21-23] (Figure 4). The 1/9 fought itself to
destruction while withstanding the German attack against Rocherath for nearly six
hours, enough time for the 2/38 to move into position and permit the battered 9th
infantrymen to withdraw [Actions 11-19]. During the day, the Germans again
managed to penetrate into the villages with tanks and infantry, but the Americans
eliminated them in close combat. After fighting all afternoon, the 2/38 still
held Rocherath [Actions 24-25].

At Krinkelt, German assaults also began just before dawn. Though repulsing
the main attacks, the Americans could not prevent German tanks from penetrating
as far as the 1/38’s command post in Krinkelt [Actions 28-30]. But at day’s end,
the German armor was smoking and destroyed. During the night, German infiltra-
tors continued to pressure both villages, but the Americans mopped them up by
dawn.

Failure to capture the twin villages after two days of heavy fighting
convinced the Germans that 12th SS Panzer would have to find another way to route
C. The division began shifting to the south and finally assembled a Billingen,
days behind schedule, to begin its advance toward Bitgenbach. There it would
find the 1st Infantry Division in position.

12
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December 19-20, 1944: Withdrawal to Elsenborn Ridge

For their part, the American mission of protecting the withdrawal of the
99th Infantry was fulfilled during the night of 18-19 December as the last units
of that division withdrew through the 2nd. With sharply weakened armor support,
German infantry continued their assault on the 19th [Actions 26-27) (Figure 5).
A rain of American artillery stopped most of the attacks dead in their tracks.
Although convinced it could hold the twin villages, 2nd ID had accomplished its
mission and ordered a withdrawal to Elsenborn ridge during the night. Beginning
at 1745, the 2nd Division units withdrew. By dawn on the 20th (Figure 6), both
the 99th and 2nd divisions occupied good defensive positions on the ridge from
which they easily repulsed residual German attacks in the days that followed.

14




FIGURE 5. 19 DECEMBER 1944
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CHAPTER 2
ACTIONS FROM THE KRINKELT-ROCHERATH ENGAGEMENT

The combat actions described in this volume come from the defensive
actions of the American 99th Infantry and 2nd Infantry Divisions in December
1944 as they defended the routes needed by the German 12th SS-Panzer Division
in their attempted move toward Antwerp. The fighting in this volume occurred
around and in the twin villages of Krinkelt-Rocherath, Belgium. Historical
records contain sufficient information to isolate, in detail, a number of
distinct actions. For this volume, SAIC has focused on those actions which
involved towed antitank weapons, bazookas, or a mix of weapons where towed
weapons were part of the defensive. Table 1 summarizes these actions:

1 Assault Gun at Losheimergraben

2 The Sideshow

3 KG Peiper Reaches Honsfeld, Part 2
4 KG Peiper Reaches Honsfeld, Part 1
5 The Defense of Hiinningen, Part 1

6 The Defense of Hiinningen, Part 2

7 The Guns Retreat

8 The Forest Battle

9 The Heroism of Sergeant McGarity

10 Last Stand of the 1/23d

11 First Blood at Lausdell

12 The Daisy Chain

13 Four Down

14 Lt. Melesnick Gets a Panzer

15 Jerry Can versus Panzer

16 The Private War of William Soderman, Part 1
17 The A&P Platoon Gets Two

18 Down the Hatch

19 The Private War of William Soderman, Part 2
20 From the Hip

21 Unstoppable Force, Part 1
22 Unstoppable Force, Part 2
23 Salazar’s First Kill

24 Salazar’s Second Kill
25 Night Disturbance
26 Teamwork and Height Advantage
27 The Assist

28 Panthers Three and Four Knocked Out

The End of Panther Five's Saga
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ACTION 1

Name: Assault Gun at Losheimergraben
Location: 1000 yards SE of Losheimergraben
Time: 0715 hours, 16 December 1944

The men of the 1/394th Infantry guarding the German-Belgian frontier
town of Losheimergraben were amazed at the intensity of the artillery barrage
which began falling on the town at 0530 on 16 December. Even the few veterans
of the Normandy Campaign who had transferred to the division admitted that it
was the heaviest they had ever seen.' When it finally lifted around 0715, the
battalion commander, LtCol Robert H. Douglas, went to inspect his company
positions to find out how well they had weathered the barrage. A Co covered
the battalion right between the railroad and the Losheim-Losheimergraben
highway, overlooking Losheim from the slopes of the Eichelsberg. B Co, in the
center of the battalion position, lay astride the Losheim highway. To its
left, C Co covered the gap between the 1/394th and G Co of the 2/394th to the
NNE (Figure 7). In the B Co sector, three 57mm AT guns of the battalion AT
Platoon covered the highway against a German thrust from Losheim. Heavy
machine guns from D Co had been parceled out to cover the A and B Co fronts,
while the battalion’s 81mm mortar platoon from D Co occupied dug-in positions
about 200 yards SE of the Losheimergraben crossroads, using a couple of the
outlying buildings of the settlement for shelter from the weather. The front-
line troops of the 1/394th had strengthened their positions by felling trees,
planting mines, and stringing barbed wire across the front.?

As soon as the barrage lifted, the men of B Co were startled to see an
American Jeep, driven by Germans, approaching them up the hill from Losheim.
The jeep halted before it reached the American line, literally under the nose °
of one of the 57mm AT guns which was hidden about 50 meters north of the road
on the south slope of Hi1l 666. In the diffused glare of the spotlights which
the Germans behind the Westwall were bouncing off the low clouds, the gun crew

! USA ETO Combet Interview “99th 10, Ardennes, 16-20 December 1944%, File #182
? cavanegh, Krinkelt-Rocheraths The -sle for the Tuin villages, p.22-23
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FIGURE 7. ASSAULT GUN AT LOSHEIMERGRABEN
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could clearly see the jeep and its occupants, but in their surprise and
uncertainty they hesitated to fire. Turning around, the jeep sped off back
down the slope and into Losheim. A few minutes later it reappeared, leading
what some accounts say was a tank. However, since the 12th Volksgrenadier
Division had no tanks attached to it, the vehicle was instead almost certainly
a sturmgeschiitz (StuG III 75mm self-propelled assault gun) belonging to the
division’s organic 1012th StuG Co.® Postwar accounts by the commander of the
48th Gren Regt, Col Wilhelm Osterhold, confirm this supposition, and mention
that German infantry were riding on the sturmgeschiitz; no such reference is
made in any of the American accounts of the incident.* The American AT gun
crew again let the jeep pass, but fired on the assault gun as it drew up in
front of their gun. The first round struck the vehicle in the right flank,
knocking off a track and immobilizing it. The second and third shots
penetrated the vehicle’s starboard hull, with the third shot setting the
assault gun aflame. Some accounts say the only survivor of the crew was the
commander, a lieutenant, who was badly wounded and who staggered from the
wreck. Others say the entire crew bailed out, apparently unhurt, and began
firing small arms at the AT gun crew. Considering the scarcity of flank armor
on the StuG III (only 30mm)S and the proximity of the AT gun when it fired,
the former outcome seems far more likely. The infantrymen of B Co, farther
up the road toward Losheimergraben, killed the occupants of the captured jeep
with small arms fire at the same time as the assault gun was destroyed.

? Macoonald, A Time for Trumpets, pp. 170-172; Parker, Notes from Hitler's Last Gemble, pp. 1617
* Letter, Osterhold to Richard Byers, 6 Sep 1986, Enclosure 18 of 26, File #213

* von Senger und Etterlin, Germen Tenks of World War [I, p.203
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ACTION 2

Name: The Sideshow
Location: 1.5 km west of Neuhof, Germany
Time: 0830 hours, 16 December 1944

The initial German artillery barrage began hitting the positions of the
2/394th Infantry, in the woods along the International Highway west of
Udenbreth, at 0530 on 16 December. The men of the 2/394th had been sleeping
soundly in the log cabins which they had constructed for themselves, but as
the first shells fell they quickly sought shelter in the holes they had dug
outside their cabins. The barrage lasted for 90 minutes and concentrated on
the battalion’s left flank, from about midway in the F Co sector, north across
E Co’s area, and continuing north into the 393d Infantry’s sector (Figure 8).
E Co suffered 12-15 casualties from the bombardment, but F and G Cos were not
significantly damaged. The GIs in their covered foxholes were not terribly
concerned about the intensity of the German barrage, believing it to be merely
a reaction to the attack of the 2d ID to the north.®

The area occupied by the 2/394th was part of the attack sector assigned
to the 277th Volksgrenadier Division, a green unit recently reconstructed from
two shattered divisions and composed largely of volksdeutsche (ethnic Germans
from outside Germany) and Alsatians. The division was reputed to have a "poor
fighting spirit.” Of the division’s two forward regiments, the 989th Grenadier
Regiment, reinforced by a Pionier company and a battalion of jagdpanzers
(self-propelled tank destroyers), was to attack out of Hollerath and seize
Rocherath, securing Rollbahn A for elements of the 12th SS-Panzer Division.
The 990th Gren Regt, supported by a company of fusiliers and a company of
Pioniers, assembled around Udenbreth with the intention of securing the
Weisserstein Trail and thus opening a second route to Krinkelt-Rocherath. The
main body of this force was scheduled to strike to the north of the 2/394th

® USA ETO Combet Interviews, "99th 1D, Ardennes, 16-20 Dec 1944, File #182
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THE SIDESHOW

FIGURE 8.
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Inf, in the zone of the 1/393d.” The only force remaining to the 277th VGD
commander, Col Wilhelm Viebig, with which to attack the 2/394th was the
fusilier company attached to the 990th Gren Regt, which he ordered to advance
as soon as the artillery bombardment 1ifted. However, the fusiliers’
inexperience showed itself in their failure to follow up the barrage closely
enough. The GIs of the 2/394th saw the Germans advancing through the thick
mist at about 0735, more than 30 minutes after the last German shells fell.
American planning paid off as the GIs called down an intense artillery fire
which forced the fusiliers to go to ground even before they could reach the
forest’s edge. They vainly tried to continue their advance until about 0800,
but could not expose themselves without being cut to pieces by the accurate
US artillery and automatic weapons fire.®

Seeing his attack in this sector falter, around 0830 Col Viebig sent.
forward three armored vehicles and about a platoon of infantry under a
smokescreen in an attempt to regain the initiative. Since the only other
armored vehicles in the 277th VGD belonged to the 277th PzJg Bn, which was
attacking with the 989th Gren Regt farther north, these vehicles must have
been Jagdpanzer 38t Hetzers of the 1277th Sturmgeschiitz Company, which had
four vehicles when the attack began.? The smokescreen allowed the Hetzers and
their fusilier escort to enter the woods and approach "to within hand-grenade
distance” of the American positions without being spotted. As they reached
the American foxhole 1ine, T/Sgt Fred Wallace of G Co, 2/394th Inf, called the
99th ID’s general support artillery battalion and requested fire on his own
position in order to stop the German advance. The response from the artillery
was immediate and devastating, as a heavy concentration of 155mm shells fell
among the advancing Germans. Wallace and his men were spared the effects of
the barrage by the overhead log cover on their foxholes and dugouts. The
Hetzers, however, quickly reversed direction and fled back into Neuhof, while

" Meyer, Krisssseschichte der 12, $5-Parzerdivision "Nitieriugend®, p. 413, File #198

® usa €10 Cbe Int, “99th 10, Ardennes, 16-20 Dec 1944%, File #182; Cole, mu?mn_nn_um
she Bules, p.82; Cevensgh, Krinkelt-Rocherath: The Battle for the Twin Villages, P.

i1 "le;kor, Notes for "Nitler’s Last Camble®, p.17; von Senger und Etterlin, Germpn Tanks of World Mar
s Pe
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the fusiliers made another futile attempt to dislodge the Americans from their
positions. By about 0900, the men of G Co had killed or captured all the
remaining Germans in the area, and the threat to the 2/394th was over.
Jubilant and proud of their performance in repulsing the German attack, the
men of the 2/394th did not know that their action was just a sideshow, that
the main German attacks were being made to their left and right, and that soon
they would occupy a salient with only tenuous communication to the rear.
Worse still, the battalion commander had been completely unnerved by the
German barrage and attack, and would spend the rest of the day cringing in one
of the log cabins with his head between his knees.'

'® USA ETO Cbt Int, "99th ID in the Ardennes, 16-20 Dec 1944", File #182
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ACTIONS 3-4

Name: KG Peiper Reaches Honsfeld
Location: Honsfeld, Belgium
Time: 0500 hours, 17 December 1944

$S-LtCol Joachim Peiper, commander of the kampfgruppe (battlegroup) of
the 1st SS-Panzer Division which bore his name, was growing impatient. The
mission of the 12th Volksgrenadier Division had been to punch a hole through
the American lines at Losheimergraben, allowing Peiper’s armored column to
advance into the Americans’ rear areas along the road from Losheimergraben
through Bdllingen to Malmédy.'' This was to have been accomplished in the
first few hours of the 16 December attack, yet almost 24 hours later Peiper’s
tanks were still awaiting the signal to move out. Finally, around 0300 on the
17th, the frustrated Peiper ordered his panzers and panzergrenadiers to take
to the road, accompanied by a battalion of paratroopers from the 3d
Fallschirmjiger Division whom Peiper had attached to his force. Since the
volksgrenadiers were apparently unequal to the task, Peiper was determined to
force his own breakthrough to the Meuse. The columns moved out from the
vicinity of Buchholz Farm and Lanzerath, where they had spent the night, down
the narrow forest road toward Honsfeld. They met almost no resistance,
contrary to their expectations, except from two platoons of K Co, 3/394th
Infantry, around Buchholz Farm,'? but this was quickly overcome. Before
long, the leading vehicles of the force (two Mk V Panther tanks and three
armored half-tracks carrying SS-panzergrenadiers) emerged from the woods just
where the road they were on merged with another which was crowded with
American vehicles retreating toward Honsfeld. Some of these vehicles belonged
to the 18th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, which until the day before had
maintained the tenuous connection between the 99th ID and the 106th ID to the
south by patrolling the Losheim Gap at two-hour intervals. Rather than
opening fire on the hapless American vehicles, the Germans quietly joined this
column, their identity hidden by the darkness, fog, and confusion of the Americans.

1

' Weyer, Keiegsuenchichte der 12, $3-Panzerdivision *Nitieriugend®, p.41S, File #198
' MacOonald, A Time for Trumpets. p.199
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The 2d Platoon of A Company, 801st Tank Destroyer Battalion, consisted
of three towed 3-inch guns and the attendant vehicles and crews. Two of these
guns were posted about half a kilometer southeast of Honsfeld to cover the
road from Lanzerath. The third gun, about 700 meters to the southwest,
guarded the road that ran from Holzheim north through the forest belt known
as the Schirr Busch to Honsfeld (Figure 9). At around 0400, the crews of the
two eastern guns reported to the A Co command post that a US M3 light tank
driven by Germans had gotten past them, but that the platoon leader and two
other men had taken a bazooka and set off to intercept and destroy the tank.
As these men reached the Honsfeld-Lanzerath road they saw a whole convoy of
German tanks, half-tracks, and other vehicles, all following the captured US
tank toward Honsfeld. They also observed that the crew of the M3 were
speaking English.'® The three GIs hid by the side of the road as the convoy
halted for a few moments, allowing the Americans to distinguish German
infantry riding on the decks of the panzers. Soon the column started forward
again, and the three Americans made their way back to their two guns. When
he had returned to his platoon position, the 2d P1t leader reported by radio
to the Company CP what they had seen, then with his two men set out for the
platoon command post.

Meanwhile, as the vanguard of KG Peiper approached the stream which
their road crossed before entering Honsfeld, they passed a lone US armored car
on the side of the road. This armored car was commanded by Sgt George Creel
of A Troop, 32d Cav Recon Sqdn, whose unit had moved to Honsfeld the night
before in order to get out of the way of strong German units advancing through
the Losheim Gap. Creel and his crew had been sent to outpost the road from
Lanzerath by their troop commander, 1Lt Robert B. Reppa, who wanted them to
give warning if the Germans approached. Al1l night on 16-17 December, Creel
and his men had seen only American vehicles, some singly and some travelling

' 801st TD Bn AAR, December 1944, File #166. This may indicate that the tank was not captured at all,
but was just another retreating American vehicle. This would be consistent with Germen accounts which say
they just insinusted their panzers and half-tracks into the American vehicle column. However, it does raise
the question of why the TD gun crew thought the US tank was being operated by Germans, since {t is not
mentioned in the 801st TD Bn AAR that the crew uwas spesking Germen, and the fog and darkness would almost
certainly have prevented the TD crews from meking out uniform details. On the other hand, it is known that
attached to Peiper’s wes a 700-man detachment from Skorzeny’s commando unit with twelve Mk V
Panthers crudely disgu to look {ike Shermens (MacOonald, p.198; he probebly meant they were disguised
to look Like H-108), & ruse which could work only on a dark and foggy night or at long range.
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in groups, heading toward Honsfeld to get away from the German advance. But
now, around 0500, they were astonished to see the giant Panther tanks and
half-tracks full of German infantry passing casually by them, guided through
the fog by a soldier walking ahead of the lead vehicle carrying a flashlight.
Recovering from his shock, Creel moved to fire the armored car’s small cannon
at the Germans, but found that his shots would be blocked by a trailer that
the car was towing. With Peiper’s column stretched out before and behind
them, Creel and his crew realized the futility of resistance and abandoned
their vehicle in an (ultimately unsuccessful) attempt to get into Honsfeld on
foot to warn Lt. Reppa.

By now the lead panzers had reached the small stream which flowed south
of Honsfeld, turning northeast to empty into the Warche River. Behind the
stream was a thin 1ine of American infantry, hastily established the previous
evening by the American captain in charge of the 99th ID rest center in
Honsfeld and increased to about company strength by the constant arrival of
stragglers throughout the night. The infantry opened fire on the approaching
Panthers with their small arms, and their harmless shots were quickly answered
by a hail of fire from the panzers and the grenadiers following in the half-
tracks. KG Peiper’s flak tanks (37mm guns on Mk IV chassis) and flak wagons
(half-tracks mounting quadruple 20mm antiaircraft guns, which had been used
very effectively against the American defenders at Buchholz Station) may also
have had a hand in suppressing the American resistance. After only about a
minute, the US 1ine began to crumble, the GIs running for the shelter of the
buildings in Honsfeld. As they ran, they passed the two towed 3-inch guns
belonging to the 3d P1t of A Co, 801st TD Bn, which had been set up around
1900 the night before among the houses at the edge of town after the platoon
had pulled back from its position in the woods covering the road between
Buchholz Station and Lanzerath. There were also two platoons of towed 3-inch
TDs from the 612th TD Bn in Honsfeld, their crews asleep in some houses in the
village, but their presence in Honsfeld was unplanned (they were en route to
somewhere else and had just stopped for the night) and, consequently, they
were not in position to fire on the Germans.
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The 3d P1t guns, on the edge of the village on the east side of the
road, heard the sound of tanks moving up the road to their right. A security
patrol reported that the tanks were M3 1ight tanks, which was not unexpected,
because a few hours earlier, at 0030, an officer from the 18th Cav Rcn Sqdn
had informed one of the 80lst’s Recon Platoon section leaders that he would
be bringing his tanks through Honsfeld that morning and said that the TD men
should be careful not to fire on them. Soon, however, a second report from
the security patrol said that they could hear English and German being spoken
and that German Mk IV panzers were behind the M3 tanks. Immediately the 3d
P1t commander ordered his crews to swing their guns to the right to fire on
the German column, but the panzergrenadiers and paratroopers with Peiper’s
vehicles heard this activity and began firing at the TD crews, pinning them
down before they could finish realigning their guns. As the US gunners
returned fire with their few inherent small arms, the German tanks swung their
turrets to bear and fired their main guns, damaging the 3-inch guns and
wounding several of the crewmen. The 3d P1t commander ordered his men,
outnumbered, outgunned, and unsupported, to fall back to the railroad track
that ran through the northeast edge of Honsfeld. This they did, with each of
the two crews alternately pulling back and then stopping to caver the
withdrawal of the other. After they had reached the comparative safety of the
railway cut, the 3d P1t leader ordered the two gun sergeants to lead their
crews back to the A Co CP, across the Warche River on a hillside west of
Hinningen. [Action 4]

While this was happening, other elements of KG Peiper were attacking the
2d P1t guns southeast of the village. The 2d Platoon commander and his two
aides, on their way back to the platoon CP after identifying the German
column, encountered a German patrol which had infiltrated the area, but the
night was so dark and the visibility so limited by fog that the three were
able to safely evade the Germans. As he finally reached his CP, the platoon
leader could hear the sounds of mortar rounds and small arms fire from the
direction of his guns. Doubling back, he returned to the platoon position
just in time to see German infantry advancing from the woods to the south,
firing their weapons and throwing hand grenades. The Americans could also
hear German tanks approaching, but could not see them in the darkness. The
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2d P1t leader was surprised and dismayed, because the direction from which
this attack came was where infantry of the 99th ID was supposed to have been,
and his guns were otherwise unsupported. The platoon leader ordered the two
guns to be destroyed and the crews to head for the company CP outside
Hinningen.'* [Action 3)

With American resistance in and around Honsfeld quickly evaporating, the
soldiers of KG Peiper now moved quickly into Honsfeld. The groggy crews of
the 612th TD Bn, awakened by the sound of gunfire just down the street from
their bivouacs, tried gamely to fire their guns at the German vehicles out of
the alleys in which they were parked, even though the guns were still 1imbered
for towing and attached to their half-tracks. The 1st P1t, B Co, of the 612th
accounted for two "self-propelled AT guns" (possibly PzJg IVs, of which there
were 28 in 1lst SS-PzD)'®, and 2d P1t, B Co, knocked out one tank, type
unknown but probably either a Mk IV or Mk V Panther. These two platoons were
quickly overrun by the German infantry. The lst Rcn P1t of the 612th’s HQ
Company destroyed three German "scout cars or half-tracks” before being
surrounded and overwhelmed by the SS-panzergrenadiers.'® While the panzers
were at a disadvantage in the narrow streets of the village, unable to
traverse their turrets very far, the American crews had no small arms with
which to fight off the determined paratroopers and SS men. As is related in
other accounts, the atrocities which the Germans committed in Honsfeld against
their American prisoners and against Belgian civilians set the tone for rest
of the brutal advance of KG Peiper along the northern shoulder of the Bulge,
including the notorious Malmédy massacre a few hours later.

' Most of the details of these two actions were taken from the 801st TD Bn After Action Report,
December 1944 (File #166), with supplemental material from MacDonald, A Time for Yruwpets, pp. 198-202.

" glisderung for st $$-PzD “Leibstandarte Adolf Nitler®, RN 10/312, Bundesarkiv Freiburg

'® 612th TD Bn AAR, Dec 19%4, File #22
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ACTIONS 5-6

Name: The Defense of Hinningen
Location: Hinningen, Belgium
Time: 17 December 1944

The American Tine in the 99th Division zone continued to disintegrate
as the morning of 17 December wore on. Survivors of the 393d Inf withdrew
through the Krinkelter Wald, passing through the new positions of the 3/23d
Inf who had just arrived at the Ruppenvenn to back them up. The 394th Inf,
or what was left of it, was retreating from its positions around
Losheimergraben and in the woods to the north (Figure 10), trying to reach the
village of Mirringen where the regimental commander, Col Don Riley, hoped to
be able to reorganize his battered and exhausted troops. Right on Riley’s
heels were the equally battered and exhausted grenadiers of the 48th Gren
Regt, who had suffered tremendous losses pushing Riley’s men back this far.
In pursuit of the 394th Inf, the grenadiers stopped to regroup when they broke
out of the forest and onto the high ground east and southeast of Mirringen.
Before they could continue their advance, they had to eliminate a new point
of resistance--the village of Hinningen, which had marked the southern end of
the V Corps line in the area since the breakthrough of KG Peiper at Honsfeld
and Bdllingen earlier in the morning. In fact, by about 1000, Hinningen was
surrounded on three sides--east, south, and west--by German-held territory,
making it a very precarious and potentially disastrous position for any unit
that tried to hold it.

That task fell to the 1st Bn of the 23d Inf Regt, formerly the division
reserve of the 2d ID but attached to the 394th Inf since about 2330 the
previous night. The men of the 1/23d had loaded onto trucks at their bivouac
at Camp Elsenborn for the midnight drive to Hinningen, their mission being to
occupy "secondary defensive positions®'’ in support of the 394th Inf. Now,
10 hours later, their defense of the 1ittle hilltop village of Hinningen would
determine whether or not the Germans could roll up the US flank on the

"7 USA ETO 2d ID Combat Interviews "Battle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944®, File M73
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THE DEFENSE OF HUNNINGEN

FIGURE 10.
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northern shoulder of the Ardennes penetration.

This defense was a large task for a single battalion, especially on so
short notice. The battalion commander, LtCol John H. Hightower--"a great hulk
of a man"'®--had his men begin digging in as soon as they detrucked, and by
0600 this was largely completed. C Company held the battalion’s left in a
great arc extending from the slopes of the Kaltenburgsknipp hill to the east
edge of Hinningen itself, while B Co dug in just outside the southern edge of
the village, on the top of the hill overlooking the Warche River. The total
frontage covered by B Co was 1500-1700 yards; C Co’s was about 1800 yards.
[See Figure 10] These were large frontages for such small units; B Co averaged
25-30 yards between foxholes.'® "A Company, in a semi-reserve position, had
one platoon defending Hinningen from the west, another platoon east of the
town covering a gap in B Co’s line, and a third platoon farther north on the
southern edge of Mirringen."?®® From their position atop Hill 619, the 1/23d
could hear, and occasionally catch a glimpse of, the tail end of KG Peiper
moving northwest along the Honsfeld-Biil1ingen road throughout the morning, but
the thick fog over the river prevented them from calling down artillery on the
enemy column. Nevertheless, one section of towed 3-inch guns from Ist
Platoon, A Co, of the 801st TD Bn had been ordered to Hinningen at daylight
on the 17th with orders to interdict the Honsfeld-Biil1ingen road, and the crew
had set up on the west slope of Hill 619 facing the south.?' They were
determined to exact some sort of toll on the Germans, so they opened up on the
column across the river at a range of about 1000 meters as soon as there was
enough 1ight for them to see by, about 0700. According to one source, the gun
knocked out four Mk IV tanks and one half-track with chese long-range flank
shots.?2 [Action 5] As a result, however, the German tanks, possibly aided
by their artillery, began firing back at the gun, and the resulting explosions

** MacDoneld, A Time for Trumpets, p.388

" USA €70 2d 1D Combet Interviews, "German Breakthrough®, File #176

™ UsA €70 2d 10 Combet Interviews, “"Battle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1%44» File #173
' 801st 10 8n AAR, Dec 1944, File #209

2 801st TD Bn AAR, Dec 1944, File #209
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wounded the TD platoon leader and kept the crew suppressed. Intermittent
artillery fell on the 1/23d’s positions around Hinningen for the rest of the
morning.

At around 1030, B Co of the 1/23d reported German vehicles gathering at
the edge of the rectangular spur of woods which jutted out from the Buchholz
Forst, an area known as the Bield. They may have been assembling for an
attack against Hiinningen, but more likely they were seeking cover from the
American P-47 fighter-bombers which were pounding the Honsfeld-Biillingen road
from time to time.>® A pair of towed 3-inch guns from the 801st TD Bn, who
had also escaped from KG Peiper in Honsfeld that morning, happened to be set
up in the area of 3d P1t, B Co, overlooking the Bield, about 800 yards away.
Despite the fog and the cover of the woods, one of the two guns opened fire
on the vehicles, and in six shots it scored five direct hits and destroyed
four of the twelve vehicles. The remaining eight quickly withdrew further
into the trees to escape the murderous TD fire. [Action 6]

The exact type and origin of these twelve vehicles is something of a
mystery. Later secondary accounts label them as Mk IV panzers, although there
is no direct evidence in the primary sources to support this claim.?* Since
no tanks (in the sense of turreted, tracked armored vehicles with large-
caliber guns) were attached to either the 1<th VGD or the 277th VGD, then if
these really were Mk IVs, they would have had to come from one of the two SS
panzer divisions of I SS-Panzer Korps. The 12th SS-PzD was yet to be
committed to the battle, and even then not in this sector but several miles
north in the forest along the Schwarzenbruch and Weisserstein Trails.
Elements of KG Peiper of the 1st SS-PzD were still in the area, but if these
dozen "tanks® came from that unit, they were considerably off course.?® The
Bield was in the zone of the 12th VGD, which had only one unit of armored

B Cole, Ihe Ardennes, p.%4; USA ETO 2d ID Combat interviews, “Battle of the Bulge, 17-2- Dec 1944" File
m

n Compare US ET0 2d 10 Combet Interviews, “twelve tanks and an unknown rumber of infentry® with Cole,
p.9% "t:“l‘vo Mk 1V tenks had sppeared southeast of Hinningen® and Cavanagh, pp.56-57 “twelve Mk IV Panther
[sic]) tankse.

* The main body of KG Peipar wes st that time centered around the villages of Miderscheid and Schoppen,
7-9 km to the west.
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vehicles attached to it on the 17th: the 12th Panzerjiger Abteilung, whose
1012th StuG Co had had only six battleworthy StuG III assault guns available
when the attack started on the 16th. Two or three of those had since been
knocked out in the attacks on Losheimergraben, so it seems unlikely that the
dozen vehicles assembling in the Bield were from that unit. The alternative
is that these were not "tanks" at all, but some other sort of large vehicle.
They may have been flakpanzers (37mm AA guns on Mk IV tank chassis) or flak
wagons (quadruple 20mm AA guns mounted on half-tracks) which could have come
from the 12th VGD’s organic flak unit, or perhaps from the 6th Pz Army’s flak
units, which are known to have been in the general vicinity. Given the poor
visibility conditions, what with the fog, the woods, and the American gunners
facing southeast in the general direction of the rising sun, and knowing that
large German armored forces were in the area at the time, it is not impossible
that they mistook the vehicles in the woods for something more threatening
than they really were.
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ACTIONS 7-10

Name: The Forest Battle
Location: Krinkelter Wald, Belgium
Time: 16-17 December 1944

The failure of the 989th Grenadier Regiment to break completely through
the American 1ines west of Hollerath on 16 December posed a serious threat to
the 6th PzArmy’s timetable. The grenadiers had followed the preliminary
artillery barrage very closely, and achieved a greater measure of tactical
surprise than perhaps any other German unit on the entire Ardennes front.
Their initial attack had completely wiped out two platoons of K Co, 3/393d
Infantry, which were blocking access to the Schwarzenbruch Trail. This trail
was one of only two routes usable by tanks that penetrated the Krinkelter
Wald, the forest between the Westwall and the twin villages of Krinkelt-
Rocherath, and it was vital for the 12th SS-PzD’s mission of seizing Rollbahns
A and B and advancing to the Meuse. As morning turned into afternoon,
however, the Americans halted their retreat through the forest as LtCol Jack.
G. Allen, commander of the 3/393d, established an all-around defense,
centered on his battalion command post in the heart of the forest, which
stopped the German infantry cold. Even the commitment of a battalion of 12th
SS-PzD’s panzergrenadiers, the I Bn of the 25th $S-PzGren Regt under SS-Capt
Alfons Ott®® reinforced by a company of Pioniers and a company of towed
howitzers, could not dislodge the Americans. By afternoon, the Germans had
penetrated no farther than the point where the Schwarzenbruch Trail crossed
over the Jans-Bach creek. There, the oncoming darkness and the exhaustion of
the German troops, particularly those of the 277th VGD, forced a halt to their
advance, less than four kilometers from their starting positions (Figure 11).
The German infantry had suffered very heavy losses, especially among the
officers and NCO’s who had to lead their green and unmotivated troops by
example from the front.?” That night, while the men of the surrounded 3/393d
struggled to keep warm in their hastily-dug foxholes in the center of the

* weyer, Kriegsesschichte der 12, $S-Perzerdivision “Nitieriugend®, p.417-418, File #198
7 meyer, gp cig, p.416, File #198
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FIGURE 11.

THE FOREST BATTLE
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forest, KG Nuller of the 12th SS-PzD moved forward. This kampfgruppe included
the 12th SS-PzJg Bn, with 22 P2Jg IV/48s; the headquarters of the 25th SS-
PzGren Regt and two battalions (II and III) of that regiment; a towed flak
company; the II Bn of the 12th SS-Arty Regt with 105mm howitzers; and a
company of Pioniers.?® Like its sister division, the 1st SS-PzD,
"Hitlerjugend” would be forced to create its own breakthrough in order to
reach the Meuse.

While the Germans were marshalling their strength for the next day’s
attack, the Americans on the other side of the forest scrambled to establish
another defense line in front of the Germans at the west edge of the woods.
Since there were only two roads that passed through the dense woods, and since
they intersected at the west side of the forest at a place known locally as
the Ruppenvenn, this seemed to Gen Robertson of the 2d ID to be the most
logical place to block the German advance. The only unit available for this
task was the 3/23d Inf, part of the 2d ID’s reserve for the Wahlerscheid
attack. As soon as the situation in the Krinkelter Wald became clear at the
2d ID headquarters, Gen Roberts ordered the 3/23d out of its barracks at Camp
Elsenborn and onto trucks bound for the Ruppenvenn. They arrived at that
place at about 1630 hours on the 16th, just as the winter sun was setting
behind them. I Co moved a few hundred yards down the Schwarzenbruch Trail and
established a roadblock. They knew that the remnants of the 3/393d were
somewhere in the dark woods in front of them; they knew the Germans were there
too. L Co dug in on the battalion right, covering the Weisserstein Trail.
K Co filled in the gap between them, and blocked the exit from the forest.?
A1l three companies were stretched thin, and the thick woods made it almost
impossible for them to coordinate their positions or activities. To make
matters worse, "...[the] battalion was none too well prepared for defense,
having arrived with no mines and very little ammunition. Trucks bringing

* Pallud, The Battle of the Bylge: Then snd Mow, p.91; Mever, op cit, p.420, File #198
% usA €10 2d 1D Combat [nterviews, "Germen Sreakthrough®, File #176
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ammunition forward found the road between Bullingen and Krinkelt barred by the
Germans and never reached the battaljon."*

On the extreme left of the 3/23d’s position, pointing 1ike a finger down
the trail at the German penetration, was I Co’s 1st Platoon, commanded by 1Lt
Long H. Goffigon. 1st PI1t occupied a line of previously-dug foxholes which
straddled the trail. Some of those holes even had overhead log cover, but
"there were not enough holes for the entire platoon and the crews of the two
heavy machine guns that arrived later..."® Those men of 1st P1t unlucky
enough to have to dig their own foxholes found it a daunting task, equipped
as they were with only personal entrenching tools to use against the hard-
frozen soil. A load of picks and shovels, along with some rifle and machine
gun ammunition, finally arrived at the company by a roundabout route at about
2100, but this did 1ittle to alleviate either problem, ammunition or cover.
In addition, Lt Goffigon realized that his 35-man platoon and two machine gun
crews were occupying a position whose left flank hung in the air and was
directly athwart the only route through the forest that the German force in
the northern part of the forest could use to get to the twin villages.

Whether that force would contain tanks or not Goffigon did not know, but
if it did the prospects of 1st Platoon’s holding its position were not bright.
As mentioned previously, the 3/23d had left its mines behind at Camp Elsenborn
in its haste to move to the Ruppenvenn (this was a calculated decision, not
an oversight). In addition, in the entire battalion there were only seven
bazookas with three rounds apiece.®? When Goffigon’s platoon had occupied
its position early in the evening, "there were two 57mm AT guns from the 393d
Infantry [there already], but sometime during the night the crews of those two
guns hitched up and slipped away."® [Action 7]

* Cole, Ihe Ardenness The Battle of the ulge, p.59
* Macbonald, A_Time For Trumets, p.375

* USA ET0 2d 10 Combat Interviews, "Germen Sreskthrough®, File #176

® uachoneld, gp cit, p. 375
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Upon their arrival, the men of the 3/23d had been told that their
mission, come daylight on the 17th, would be to attack to the east to relieve
the surrounded 3/393d in the Krinkelter Wald and to help that battalion
reestablish its former positions along the International Highway.?* However,
radio communication with the surrounded battalion was regained during the
night, and Col Allen said his situation had stabilized, so the 3/23d’s mission
was altered to that of merely occupying back-up positions. (The fact that the
Americans in the Krinkelter Wald, a force of less than battalion strength,
thought they had the situation under control when in fact they were surrounded
by the equivalent of three German battalions reinforced by armor, is a classic
example of the fog of war.)

As the cold night wore on, German artillery began a steady pounding of
the Ruppenvenn crossroads, probably firing at map coordinates since there was
no way for them to know that the 3/23d had moved into the area. They may have
been trying to interdict any elements of the 3/393d attempting to infiltrate
through the woods back to Krinkelt-Rocherath. Most of the rounds fell in the
K Co area, but no casualties were recorded.®

Before dawn, a few stragglers from the 3/393d Inf began arriving at the
3/23d position, trying to get out of the forest before the Germans could renew
their attack. By this time, Col Allen’s force numbered no more than 475
effective.® Around 0730, just before sunrise, a platoon of two Sherman
tanks from C Co, 741st Tk Bn, commanded by 1Lt Victor Miller, arrived at the
Ruppenvenn and placed themselves at the 3/23d’s disposal. They were directed
to positions just behind Lt Goffigon’s 1st Platoon 1ine.®’

At 0800, Col Allen’s 3/393d launched a counterattack to the west to
clear the Schwarzenbruch Trail and reopen their 1ine of communication with the

" MacDonald, gp cit, p.375
% UsA ETO 2d 10 Combet Interviews, “German Breakthrough®, File #176
* pallud, g0 cit, p.92

7 MacDonald, gp cit, p.376; 761st Tk Bn AAR, Dec 1944, File #2191
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3/23d. The Germans were surprised by the direction of the attack and the
Americans drove them off the Trail. As the GIs turned back east to restore
their previous day’s positions, however, they collided with KG Miller’s
renewed attack, consisting of a battalion of the 277th VGD, the II/25th SS-
PzGren Regt, and a platoon of five PzJg IV/48s from III Platoon, 2d SS-PzJg
Kp.3® This was at about 1000. The lead jagdpanzer rolled down the trail
toward the 3/393d’s CP, but American artillery fire forced its infantry escort
to seek cover. Undeterred, the jagdpanzer continued to the vicinity of the
M Co CP, about 200 yards northwest of the battalion CP, but without its
infantry protection it was vulnerable to American close combat weapons. Soon,
one of the four US bazooka teams in the area, firing from a ditch at the side
of the trail, immobilized the vehicle by hitting one of its tracks. [Action
8] At least some of the jagdpanzer’s weapons were still functional, however,
for it continued to fire its machine guns at the American infantry in the
area, pinning them down and allowing the grenadiers to move closer. Before
long, the remaining four jagdpanzers of the platoon approached down the trail
from Hollerath. One of the GIs from L Co, Sgt Vernon McGarity, who had been
wounded in the previous day’s fighting,*® snatched up a bazooka and quickly
knocked out the leading jagdpanzer while his squad drove off the accompanying
SS-panzergrenadiers. The remaining three vehicles withdrew, abandoning the
now-blocked trail in order to work their way forward via the narrow tracks and
firebreaks that criss-crossed the area. ([Action 9]

Although the armored threat had temporarily subsided, the German
infantry were still swarming forward wherever possible. To support their
advance, the grenadiers brought up one of the towed howitzers of 13th
Kompanie, 25th SS-PzGren Regt. Sgt McGarity, after pulling a wounded comrade
to safety, directed the small arms fire of his squad onto the position of this
howitzer, eliminating it before it could be used. By now his men were running
low on ammunition, so McGarity ran to retrieve more rounds from an ammunition
hole nearby. In so doing he discovered that some of the SS-panzergrenadiers
had worked around behind his squad’s position and set up a machine gun,

* pallud, gp cit, p.92; Cavenagh, gp cit, p.59-61; Meyer, o cit, p.622
* Cavanegh, gp cit, pp.32-33
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cutting off their only escape route. "In a mad rage,"* McGarity single-
handedly killed the machine gun crew with his rifle, and for a while he and
his men fought off all German attempts to reman the gun. Eventually, however,
the Americans ran out of ammunition and were captured.

By 1030 the remaining three jagdpanzers and large numbers of German
infantry were working their way around behind the 3/393d. His resistance
weakening as more of his men were hit or ran out of ammunition, Col Allen
began pulling his group back to the west. More German reinforcements, in the
form of. the I11/25th SS-PzGren Regt and three more companies of jagdpanzers
from the 12th SS-PzJg Bn, were funneling down the Schwarzenbruch Trail to add
their weight to the assault. It began to look as if the 3/393d might be
crushed before it could reach the 3/23d’s line. Around 1100, all the wounded
that would fit were loaded onto the few remaining vehicles and the 3/393d
began to retreat toward Rocherath.

About two kilometers to the west, the men of the 3/23d could hear the
battle raging in the forest. Before Jong they could hear the 3/393d convoy
approaching, jeep-mounted machine guns spraying the woods on either side of
the trail to minimize German interference with the withdrawal. Soon the first
vehicles reached Lt Goffigon’s 1st Pit, I Co. As they passed through the
line, the men of the 3/393d gave the 2d ID men the 1ittle ammunition they had
left (mostly small arms, few bazooka rounds or grenades).*' Only two men
stayed to fight with the 3/23d; the rest continued withdrawing to the rally
point near the Lausdell crossroads. As Charles MacDonald, the captain in
command of I Co, put it, "To everybody in the 3/23d, it was obvious that the
Germans would be close behind the withdrawing column. How long the battalion
could hold; how long its ammunition would last; and how well two Shermans
might deal with accompanying German tanks--on all those factors might depend
the fate of those men of the 2d Division who were beginning to withdraw
through the forest from Wahlerscheid to the twin villages and Wirtzfeld.
Indeed, the fate of everybody in the 2d and 99th Divisions might well depend

“ cavanegh, gp cit, p9.59-61
“' USA ETO Combet Interviews, “Germen Breskthrough®, File #176
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on how long the 3/23d could hold--and when it got right down to it, upon how
long Lt Goffigon and the men of 1st P1t, I Co, could hang on..."*?

To help prepare for the German attack, Capt MacDonald of I Co ordered
Lt Miller’s Shermans to cover a road junction about 500 yards to the north.
Shortly thereafter, however, Lt Miller pulled his tanks back toward the
Ruppenvenn, into the space between K and I Companies (He told Lt Goffigon that
this was in order to obtain better firing positions). This left Goffigon’'s
platoon entirely without anti-tank support except for its one bazooka and
three rockets.*

By noon, no more troops from the 3/393d were arriving at the 3/23d’s
lines. Lt Goffigon could see a body of troops gathering downhill from his
position along the banks of the Jans-Bach, but he couldn’t tell whether they
were Germans massing for an attack or more retreating Americans. At 1230,
however, the first German attack hit. A force of 40-50 German infantry
attacked the left flank platoon of L Co, near the vertex of the two forest
trails. L Co repulsed this first attack, but more Germans kept arriving until
an estimated company was attacking that point. Meanwhile, on the battalion’s
left flank, Lt Goffigon could see tanks on the ridge across the Jans-Bach
creek about 2500 meters northeast of his position, and he could hear several
more that were still hidden by the trees. He radioed in a request for
artillery fire, but as it began to fall on the ridge and scatter the tanks,
the Germans in the Jans-Bach draw advanced up the trail and a heavy infantry
attack erupted on I Co’s front and left flank. The American small arms fire
pinned down the Germans to the front, while Goffigon’s Ist Platoon checked the
left flank assault with small arms and mortar fire. Capt MacDonald called in
repeated requests for artillery support, but each call was answered only by
a pitiful three rounds. Six successive German attacks, by the II Bn of the
25th SS-PzGr Regt**, were repulsed by I Co’s small arms, but with each attack

@ MacDonald, op cit, p.377

o USA ETO Combat Interviews, “Germen Breakthrough®, File #176; Cavanagh, op cit, pp.61-62; MacDonald,
o0 cit, p.378

“ covanegh, gp cit, p.6é
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MacDonald’s company grew weaker. While the German infantry kept the Americans
busy, some of the jagdpanzers of the 12th SS-PzJg Bn were picking their way
down the ridge and through the woods along tracks and firebreaks to positions
from which to enfilade the Americans.‘® Other jagdpanzers approached right
down the Schwarzenbruch trail to within 100 yards of Lt Goffigon’s platoon and
opened fire on the US foxholes.*® The time was now about 1450.* Capt
MacDonald’s placement of artillery fire on the jagdpanzers had no effect;
however, the sheer volume of the company’s small arms fire kept the vehicles
buttoned up while it decimated the accompanying panzergrenadiers. It was at
this point that Capt MacDonald learned, to his dismay, that Lt Miller’s tanks
were unavailable, having withdrawn to the K Co area.

The jagdpanzers continued to approach until they were close enough to
fire their main guns at point-blank range into the US foxholes. Goffigon’s
bazooka man fired two rockets at one of the vehicles, but both missed and he
was killed. [Action 10] The two M Co machine guns attached to I Co continued
to take a heavy toll of the German infantry but soon their ammunition was
exhausted. Five German jagdpanzers were now inside the 1st P1t positions, and
the panzergrenadiers launched a series of renewed attacks against [ Co’s front
and rear. The Germans had no artillery support, but the volume of their small
arms fire wiped out Goffigon’s platoon. With 1st P1t destroyed, 2d and 3d
Platoons fell back onto K Co’s left flank and tried to form a new line, but
after about 10 minutes the jagdpanzers caught up with them and overran them.
At about 1500, as the last of his men scattered, Capt MacDonald and his staff
burned all the maps and papers at the company CP.

Up to now, except for the initial assault against its left platoon at
about 1230, L Co had had little contact with the enemy. Around 1500, some 60
men from I Co passed through the L Co area, headed for the rear. This was L -

“ Patlud, op ¢cit, p-92

“° Contrary to MacDonald’s contention in A_uw_f_gr_r_m that the AT guns from the 393d Inf had fled
the previous night, the USA ETO 2d ID Combat Intervieus says "at this time, according to Capt MacDonald...the

AT crews from the 393d abendoned their guns.”

“ 7418t Tk Bn AAR, Dec 44, File #210
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Co’s first indication that the units to its left were pulling back. 1Lt
Walter E. Eisler, Jr., the L Co commander known as "Chief" to his men, stopped
the I Co stragglers and ordered them to form a secondary defense line behind
L Co. Shortly thereafter, "a number of men dressed in American combat pants,
combat jackets, and American helmets approached from the direction of K Co.
As they reached the first line of foxholes, they opened fire on the L Co
troops. According to the men of that unit, there is no doubt but that they
were German troops dressed in American uniforms and were trying to infiltrate
behind L Co’s position.**® Simultaneously, a strong German infantry attack
hit L Co’s front and both flanks. While 1st P1t provided covering fire with
its few remaining rifle and machine gun rounds, L Co fell back about 200
yards. While reorganizing there, Lt Eisler received a message from Col Tuttle
ordering L Co to continue withdrawing all the way into Krinkelt.

Meanwhile, with I Co gone, the Germans now struck K Co, grenadiers
attacking from the front while tanks and infantry hit the left flank. 1st
P1t, on the left flank, inflicted heavy casualties on the infantry but was
powerless to stop the armored vehicles. The platoon’s commander had been
wounded earlier, so rather than retreat without orders the lst Pit fought in
place and was overrun. In what was seemingly a standard American tactic, the
GIs crouched in their foxholes to let the jagdpanzers pass above them, then
reemerged and engaged the grenadiers in close combat. It was a bloody melee,
both sides using bayonets and swinging their rifles 1ike clubs. The platoon’s
bazooka man tried to club a German with his rocket launcher but was mown down
by submachine gun fire first.*® Lt Clise, commander of 2d P1t, went to get
Lt Miller’s Shermans and bring them forward for support, but found that they
had withdrawn again, this time out of the forest altogether. The K Co
commander, 1Lt Lee Smith, ordered the remnants of his command, 2d and 3d
Platoons, to fall back, Jjust as three Jjagdpanzers continued down the
Schwarzenbruch Trail and hit the 2d P1t’s left flank. The two platoons staged

“ USA ETO Combat Interview “German Sreakthrough® File #176. There is Little evidence to support this
theory, since none of Skorzeny’s commendos were sttached to efther the 12th $3-PxD or the 277th VGD, and

makes no mention of such an incident or unit in his divisionsl history of “Hitlerjugend.® Given the
highly confusing situstion {n the forest at thet time, {t seems Likely that this was just a tragic instance
of two jittery friendly forces firing on one another.

“ UsA ET0 2d 10 Combat Interview, "Germen Sreskthrough® File #176
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a fighting withdrawal to a wooded draw near the edge of the woods a few
hundred meters to the northwest of the trail junction, where they reformed
their line. About 20 minutes later they were again hit and overrun by the
Jagdpanzers. This time, their withdrawal took them out of the forest and in
to the open area east of the Lausdell crossroads area, where the Germans hit
them with an artillery and nebelwerfer barrage which dispersed them. As they
scattered, the men of K Co could see Lt Miller’s two Shermans burning a few
yards from the forest edge where they had engaged the leading jagdpanzers as
they emerged from the trees. Miller’s tanks had knocked out two of the
Jagdpanzers but had been destroyed by return fire from the other German
vehicles. By now it was dusk, and K Co’s fighting withdrawal had allowed the
survivors of I and L Companies to escape from the forest and had bought time
for the troops from the 9th and 38th Inf Regiments to arrive and begin
constructing a new line around the Lausdell crossroads. Both I and K Cos had
taken heavy losses and would not be reorganized until 20 December. Meanwhile,
the Germans continued their westward advance, fated to collide next with the
1/9th Bn at the Lausdell crossroads. The outcome of this encounter would
prove crucial, for the 1/9th was the last American unit between the Germans
and the Wahlerscheid road, down which three of the 2d ID’s battalions had yet
to pass in their withdrawal to the twin villages.
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ACTIONS 11-19

Name: Death of a Battalion
Location: Lausdell Crossroads, Belgium
Time: 1730-2400 hours, 17 December 1944

By nightfall on 16 December, the 2d ID’s General Walter Robertson had
accumulated enough information to fully appreciate the gravity of the German
attacks in the 99th ID sector. Two of the 2d ID's three regiments were
clustered that night around the little crossroads village of Wahlerscheid, and
their only connection with the rest of V Corps was a narrow forest road that
led to Rocherath, some seven kilometers to the south. If the German forces
attacking west down the Schwarzenbruch and Weisserstein Trails were able to
cut this road before Robertson could withdraw those two regiments, the 9th and
38th, then those regiments faced the likelihood of being cut off and the
possibility of being destroyed. To prevent this, Robertson and his staff
quickly worked out a plan for the disengagement from Wahlerscheid and
withdrawal back to Krinkelt-Rocherath. Robertson called the V Corps
commander, Gen Leonard Gerow, and requested permission to withdraw. Gerow
bucked the question up the chain of command to the 1lst Army commander, Gen
Courtney Hodges, who gave permission for Robertson to halt the Wahlerscheid
attack but not to withdraw. By 0730 the next morning, after repeated requests
from Gerow, Hodges still would not authorize the withdrawal of the 2d ID, but
told Gerow he could "act as he saw fit."™

By this time, the 2d ID had been in near-continuous action at
Wahlerscheid for 96 hours and had already lost 1,200 men. The 1/9th, from a
starting strength of 35 officers and 678 men on 13 December, was down to 22
officers and 387 men. Worse, A Co had lost two company commanders, B and C
Cos had each lost one, and numerous platoon leaders and platoon sergeants had
also become casualties.’' These losses made the order to withdraw from the
hard-won crossroads, which the 1/9th received at 0955 on the morning of the

* cole, Ihe Ardernes; The Battle of the Bylge, p.106
* USA ETO 2d 1D Combet Interview, “Germen Breskthrough®, File #176
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17th, all the more bitter for the men of that battalion, and Wahlerscheid
became known to them as "Heartbreak Crossroads." According to Robertson’s
plan, the 1/9th was to be the last battalion from that regiment to withdraw
from the Wahlerscheid area, moving out on the heels of the 3/9th. The 3/9th
began its withdrawal about 1200 hours. K Co, the last company in the column,
was late getting started and as a result was several hundred yards behind the
rest of the battalion. When K Co reached the Rocherather Baracken crossroads,
about a kilometer north of Rocherath, at 1230, it was met by General
Robertson, who ordered the company commander to move his unit as quickly as
possible to the Lausdell crossroads, "a complex of roads and farm trails near
an isolated farmhouse, just over half way between the woodsline to the east
and Rocherath."®? Once there, K Co was to dig in and await the arrival of the
next battalion, to whom K Co would then be attached. As K Co turned east to
comply with this order, Robertson intercepted the 3/9th’s Ammunition and
Pioneer Platoon and 1st P1t of M Co, a heavy machine gun platoon, and gave
them the same mission.®®

Farther north, the 1/9th started its march to the twin villages, first
regrouping in the low ground 1200 yards south of Wahlerscheid at about 1500,
then proceeding south on the forest road at about 1530. One platoon of A Co
was sent into the woods to the east as flank protection, while a small
rearguard force of one platoon each from B and C Cos covered the rear.®* The
column reached the Rocherather Baracken at 1600, where they, too, encountered
Gen Robertson. He loaded as many of the men as would fit onto two trucks he
had commandeered and sent them off to join the 3/9th at the Lausdell
Crossroads. Gen Robertson and the 1/9th battalion commander, LtCol William
D. McKinley,® followed the trucks in Robertson’s jeep after ordering the
battalion executive officer, Maj William F. Hancock, to follow on foot with
the rest of the 1/9th. Hancock had authorization from Robertson to commandeer

* mecooneld, A Time for Trumoets. p.380
“ USA ET0 2d 10 Combat Interview, *Sattle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944%, File #73

“ Ibid.

s Grand-nephen of President William MeXintey
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any vehicles that passed him heading west and move the troops to Lausdell on
them.

Robertson was well aware by this time that the 3/23d in the woods at the
Ruppenvenn was fighting for its life against the German attack, and he was
determined to construct a new defense line at Lausdell before the Germans
could break out of the forest. To this end he authorized McKinley to take
command of any troops he could lay his hands on to strengthen his force,
warning him that large numbers of 2d and 99th Division men would probably be
straggling out of the woods into his position in front of the German
advance.%® For artillery support, Robertson said, McKinley could call on his
usual supporting battalion, the 15th FA Bn, as well as the 924th FA Bn, which
had been supporting the Wahlerscheid attack from positions just northeast of
the Rocherather Baracken.®’

By 1700, as the sun was setting, the 1/9th had reached the Lausdell area
and was "deployed on a slight rise overlooking a shallow depression from which
a gradual ascent led into the forest."S® A heavy fog clung to the ground,
which was covered by a layer of snow. Visibility was limited to about 100
yards. As McKinley’s men took up their positions, they could see that Gen
Robertson’s assessment of the situation had been correct. "Stragglers [from
the 3/23d and 3/393d]) with and without arms [hurried] along the roads and
across the fields,"®® retreating before the German advance. Sounds of heavy
fighting emanated from the dark forest. K Co of the 3/9th, which arrived a
few minutes before the 1/9th, dug in north of the Ruppenvenn-Rocherather
Baracken road and was supported in that position by three self-propelled tank
destroyers of the 644th TD Bn. C Co, whose effective numbered less than 50
men,% arrived and established positions to the left of K Co north of the

** Cavanegh, Krinkelt-Rocherath; The Battle for the Tuin Villsges, pp.74-77
" Ibid.

“ cole, gp cit, p.109

“ 1bid.

® USA E70 2d 1D Cosbat Interview, “Germen Breskthrough®, File #176
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road, while B Co dug in astride the road itself. A Co assumed positions south
of the road to B Co’s right (Figure 12). Like the 3/23d had done when it was
rushed into defensive positions the previous day, the 1/9th had left its AT
mines behind in the interests of saving time, but fortunately for them the TDs
of the 644th TD Bn had some mines with them, which McKinley’s men hurriedly
fashioned into five daisy chains of six mines each.® The battalion’s
ammunition vehicles -rrived before long, carrying 15 extra bazookas, which
were passed out to specially trained teams of bazooka men.®? M Co’s machine
gun platoon placed its heavy machine guns on the high ground covering the road
to the southeast in order to interdict any German infantry advance from that
direction. A platoon of four towed 3-inch tank destroyers, the 3d P1t of the
801st TD Bn’s B Co0,% also guarded the area. All told there were about 600
men in McKinley’s battalion and its attachments.®*

About this time, the retreat of the 3/23d from the Ruppenvenn area
caused Gen Lauer of the 99th ID to order the battered 3/393d Inf back into
action to help halt the German advance. The battalion commander, Col Allen,
sent a four-man patrol south to reconnoiter, and they contacted the C Co,
1/9th units at Lausdell. Before long the 3/393d had tied in securely on the
1/9th’s left flank.%®

Meanwhile, inside the Krinkelter Wald, the jagdpanzers and
panzergrenadiers of KG Nuller had rooted out the last organized resistance of
the 3/23d Inf ‘and were preparing to continue driving toward Rocherath and
Krinkelt. They had suffered heavy casualties in the forest battle. According
to the commander of the II/25th SS-PzGren Regt, SS-LtCol Schulze-Kossens, "in
the first hours all the company commanders had been killed or wounded, as well

*' UsA ET0 2d 1D Combet Intervieu, "Sattle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944, File #173

“ According to the USA ETO 2d ID Combet Interview, "Sattie of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944™, File M73,
McKinley had organized 5 teams of riflemen specially trained in bazooka operation in esch company when he
realized that the terrein around Ushlerscheid uas unsuitable for the employment of the 57mm AT gun in the
atteck. As 8 result, there were a toteal of 22 bazooka teams in the 1/9th at Leusdell.

“ 8015t TD Bn AAR, Dec 1944, File #209
* Usa ET0 2d 10 Combet Interview, "Sattie of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944%, File #173

* UsA ETO 99th 1D Combet Interview, “99th 1D, Ardennes, 16-20 Dec 1964%, File #182
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as the battalion adjutant, SS-2Lt Buchmann, and all the technical officers.
Sergeants were commanding companies..."® As darkness fell and the rest of
KG Muller regrouped, the commander of the 12th S$S-PzJg Bn, SS-Capt
Brockenschmidt, ordered his lst Kompanie under SS-1Lt Helmut Zeiner®’ and an
attached escort of a panzergrenadier company out of reserve and gave them the
objective of spearheading the assault on Rocherath. At about 1930, as total
darkness set in, this force moved off down the Schwarzenbruch Trail, the
jagdpanzers moving slowly so the panzergrenadiers on foot could keep up. In
the darkness, fog, and blowing snow, the force was split; the leading four
vehicles and a platoon of the infantry (hereafter referred to as KG Zeiner)
became separated from the rest of the company as those rear elements made a
wrong turn at one of the trail intersections. KG Zeiner continued on the
correct road to Rocherath, passing right through the 1ines of B Co, 1/9th Inf,
without being challenged. "As friendly tanks and infantry were known to be
coming, nobody felt it necessary to check whether they might be German."®®
Upon reaching the outskirts of Rocherath, Zeiner stopped his vehicles and sent
infantry scouts ahead to see whether the village was occupied. He was unaware
that he had passed right through more than a battalion of US infantry.

By 1830 the 1/9th’s artillery liaison officer, Lt John C. Granville, had
Just managed to repair a recalcitrant SCR-610 radio set and reestablished
contact with the outside world. Just then, B Co called the 1/9th battalion
command post to report the sound of more tanks approaching from the east. It
was the remainder of Zeiner’'s 1st PzJg Kompanie and their panzergrenadier
escort, who had advanced down the northern trail parallel to the
Schwarzenbruch Trail after getting lost. This time the B Co men made an
effort to identify the vehicles, but by the time they had done so the first
three jagdpanzers and a number of grenadiers had passed through their
position, moved about 400 yards closer to Rocherath, and then pulled off the

* weyer, Krisssgeschichte der 12, $$-Panzerdivision *Mitieriugend®, p.421, File #198

“a mistranslation has led 2einer to be referred to in some sources as a LtCol, but his actusi nnk
wes Qbgraturmfihrer ($S-1Lt), not Gberstursbennfihrer ($S-LtCol).

nuu. apcit, Pp.93-96. Other accounts, notably NecOonald (p.380) snd Thompson, say that they were
recognized as German, but that lt would heve been suicide to engege them and that McKinley ordered 8 Co to
let them pass. This mld be inconsistent with the 1/9th’s performance agsinst even greater odds Later in
the evening. After all, the 1/9th wes st Lausdel!l to prevent just such a penetration.
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road where the vehicles stopped their engines. Perhaps their commander, like
Zeiner, was sending forward infantry to assess the situation. The Americans,
however, hesitated no longer. Lt Granville at the battalion CP called down
artillery fire from the 15th FA Bn on the three jagdpanzers; the A Co
commander, Lt Stephen A. Truppner, adjusted this fire, and one of the vehicles
was hit and set aflame. [Action 11] Lt Roy E. Allen and Sgt Ted Bickerstaff,
both of B Co, pulled the daisy chains across the road while the following
jagdpanzers were still about 400 yards away, and two of the vehicles ran over
them; their tracks were knocked off and they were immobilized. [Action 12]
Some of McKinley’s bazooka teams tried to sneak close enough to finish off the
vehicles, but the light from the burning jagdpanzer on the other side of the
US line made this impossible. Otker jagdpanzers, following behind that
unlucky pair, veered off the road in an attempt to continue cross-country;
bazooka teams knocked out two of them but the others proceeded to fan out
across the fields, perhaps to provide flank support for the rest of the
attack. The American artillery which was falling was also causing casualties
among the German infantry, as they were caught out in the open when the
barrage began. Either the American artillery or German tanks set fire to the
Palm farm, which occupied the center of the battle area and were some of the
only buildings in the vicinity.

At about 1840, A Co spotted a column of seven tanks or jagdpanzers
accompanied by infantry approaching its position. Lt Granville adjusted
artillery fire on this column, which knocked out four of the seven vehicles
and killed an undetermined number of German infantry. [Action 13] The
remaining three tanks churned through the A Co line, bereft of infantry
support, and entered Rocherath before any other weapons could be brought to
bear on them.%

Simultaneously, the B Co commander, Lt John Melesnick, reported a
disturbing development to Maj Hancock at the battalion CP. He had spotted
another column of German armor and infantry approaching his position. This
column, however, appeared to be almost 1000 yards long, stretching all the way

® covaneph, op cit, p.08
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back into the forest. Lt Granville brought artillery fire down onto this
column as well. The first salvos impacted right in front of B8 Co, and
Granville walked the rounds steadily back, working over the column for at
least 10 minutes while B Co raked the column with machine gun fire. "For

minutes after this engagement, the night was filled with the screams of
wounded SS men."”°

Despite their heavy losses, German tanks and jagdpanzers were still
infiltrating through and around McKinley’s position. The Americans tried
desperately to cope with the vehicles that had penetrated the line, but their
numbers had been greatly reduced by the size and ferocity of the German
attack. At about 2215, Lt Melesnick of B Co personally destroyed one German
tank with a bazooka.” [Action 14] Lt Granville told the supporting
artillery battalions to maintain their barrages on the road from the
Ruppenvenn until he told them to stop. US riflemen picked off any of the tank
crew members who emerged from their hatches; nevertheless, a number of panzers
were within 50 yards of some of the company CPs.”?

One of these panzers was hit in the track and disabled by an American
bazooka round. Lt Melesnick and several other bazooka teams fired at it in
order to finish it off, but its armor shrugged off four of their rockets. The
tank was proving to be a nuisance to the defenders, since it was still firing
its machine guns and cannon at the US foxholes (one of its machine gun bursts
wounded Lt Melesnick in the leg), so Cpl Charles Roberts of D Co and Sgt Otis
Bone of B Co teamed up to neutralize it. They filled a five-gallon jerry can
with gasoline drained from a nearby abandoned American half-track, doused the
panzer with the gasoline after approaching it from a blind side, and 1it it
afire with a thermite grenade.” [Action 15]

™ cavanegh, ¢p cit, p.83; MecDoneld, gp Git, p.332-383
™ usa €70 2d 10 Combet Interview, "Sattle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944™, File M73
? Ibid.

USA ET0 2d 1D Combat Interview "Sattle of the Sulge, 17-20 Dec 1944™ File #173; Cole, op gig, p.110;

Cavanegh. .Gl P.86; Thompeon, Iank Fight at Rocherath-Krinkelt (Relgium), 17-19 Dec $4*, File #131;
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Around 2230 the Germans doubled their efforts to break through
McKinley’s thin line. Assembling around the Ruppenvenn, they launched
simultaneous tank-infantry assaults down all three trails leading from the
forest. Lt Granville, who was having trouble getting artillery requests
through on his radio because the Germans were using the same frequency,
finally contacted his battalions and requested the heaviest possible fire on
all three routes. Struggling to be heard over the din of battle as the
Germans approached, he shouted into his radio, "If you don’t get it
[artillery] out right now, it will be too goddamn late!"™ Just then his
communications were broken, perhaps by a German transmission, and he never
received acknowledgement of his request. Assuming the worst, that his request
had not been heard, Granville "reached out for God to take him by the hand,"
but three minutes later an astonishingly heavy artillery concentration
blanketed all three Germans advance routes and their attack all but
disintegrated under it. Unknown to Granville at the time, Gen Robertson
considered McKinley’s defense of Lausdell so crucial that he had committed al)
the artillery under his control, except for any that was engaged in an
emergency mission, to support the 1/9th before all others. As a result, at
least seven battalions of artillery answered Granville’s call, including all
four of the 2d ID’s organic battalions and three 155mm howitzer battalions of
V Corps.’™

The American artillery deluge afforded the ragged defenders of Lausdell
some breathing space. They took advantage of this opportunity to evacuate
their casualties, replenish their ammunition, and lay a telephone wire from
McKinley’s command post dugout to Col Francis Boos’ 1/38th Inf CP in
Rocherath. McKinley’s 1/9th was now attached to the 1/38th, and Col Boos’
first communication was to emphasize to McKinley the importance of his
Lausdell position. Boos also promised McKinley that his men would be
permitted to withdraw the next day.”®

7 USA ETO 2d 10 Combet Interview "Sattle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944* File #173; MacOonald, op cit,

p.383; Cavanagh, ¢p cit, p.86

™ cavanegh, gp cit, p.9
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By 2315 the German attack had run out of steam under the relentless
American artillery fire, and McKinley’s force, though badly mauled, "had not
yielded an inch of ground.” Only the four jagdpanzers of KG Zeiner had been
able to get all the way into Rocherath,’® and the Germans seemed resigned to
waiting until daylight to resume the attack. Both sides sat back to lick
their wounds and prepare for the renewed fighting that avery man knew would
come with first 1ight.7’ Meanwhile, a silence that Maj Hancock described as
"almost frightening" descended over the battlefield.

In the early morning hours before dawn on 18 December, Col Boos informed
Col McKinley that he would be able to withdraw as soon as Col Jack Norris’
2/38th Inf was firmly dug in behind him.”® This event was greatly
anticipated by the 1/9th, which hoped to be able to leave the crossroads
without a repeat of the previous night’s carnage, but that was not to be. At
0645, at the first lightening of the winter sky, the Germans renewed their
attack with a sudden fury. During the night, about a company of tanks from
I Pz Bn of the 12th SS-Pz Regt’ had apparently crept to within direct fire
distance of the US foxhole 1ine, and these vehicles now fired their cannon and
machine guns to cover the advance of more panzers and a battalion of infantry
from the woods. This tanks of this force were from the 1st and 3d Kompanies
of the I Pz Bn (Mk V Panthers), followed by 5th and 6th Kompanies (Mk IVs);
the infantry were the II/25th SS-PzGren Regt, which had assembled in the draw
Just east of Lausdell; to their left, the /25 attacked directly east of
Krinkelt.®® The visibility was very poor, for the weather was hazy and
drizzly, "German weather" which forced the GIs to wait until the enemy was

” According to Neyer, "parts of the battalion (11/25th S$-PzGren Regt] and & few panzerjigers [of the
12th $8-PzJg Bn] had temporarily broken into the village, but had not been able to hold there.* (p.425)

7 UsA €70 2d 10 Combet Interview, "Battle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1844", File #173; Cavanagh, op cit,
p.86

™ USA ETO 2d 1D Combet Interview, "Sattle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944%, File #173
™ Meyer, gp cit, p.430

® tbid.
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very close before firing, but they ehgaged the Germans with every weapon at
their disposal, including artillery, which the GIs called down virtually on
top of their own positions at times.®' Private William K. Soderman of K Co
"began his own private war"®? by leaping into a roadside ditch with a bazooka
and knocking out the lead panzer in full view of the enemy. This blocked the
trail and forced the vehicles following to withdraw. Returning to K Co,
Soderman ran across a platoon of panzergrenadiers in the fog and opened up on
them with his rifle, killing at least three and forcing the rest to flee.
[Action 16}

The tanks and jagdpanzers which had been knocked out on the trails that
morning and the night before compelled most of the vehicles in this attack to
drive across the fields. Five panzers thus approached the A&P Platoon
position, passing the hulks of two tanks destroyed in the night attack. They
fired point-blank into the American foxholes as they passed through, and
although two were knocked out by bazookas, the other three proceeded into
Rocherath.®® [Action 17]

By 0800 the panzers and grenadiers had completely overrun the 1/9th’s
front line companies south of the main road, but still the Americans clung
tenaciously to the crossroads. The tanks fired their cannon directly into the
foxholes, and if the GIs tried to run they were mown down by the tanks’
machine guns. One soldier was seen trying to immobilize a panzer by jamming
his rifle between the cleats of its track. When about half a dozen men on B
Co’s right flank ran out of bazooka ammunition and headed for the rear, Col
McKinley stepped out of his dugout CP, stopped them, and sent them back to
their platoon. All along the 1ine, the GIs and grenadiers were engaged in
fierce hand-to-hand fighting.%

*' UsA ETO 2d 10 Combat Interviews, "German Breakthrough®, #176; Cole, op ¢cit, pp.115-116

" Cevanagh, op cit, p.109
* usa 10 2d 10 Combat Interview, "Sattie of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944*, File #M73
* Ibid.; Cavensgh, 9p cit, p.109
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The dense fog over the crossroads lifted at about 0830, allowing Lt
Stephen Truppner, the A Co commander, to register artillery fire on the
Germans that had overrun his company. An entire US artillery battalion
dropped its shells on the A Co area for 30 minutes; the German attack was
stopped, but only a dozen men from A Co survived. Truppner was not one of
them. K Co of the 3/9th was likewise swamped:

*From his CP in the bassment of the Palm family farmhouse, Capt Garvey, the K Co commander, could see Germans
prodding those few of his men that were still slive from their foxholes, while a Germsn tank approached the
house and halted with its cannon only & few feet from the front door. Aware that it would be a matter of
seconds before the tank btasted the house to piecer, Gsrvey told a man who spoke German to call out that his
company commander would surrender to a Germen officer. Uhen a Germen Lisutenant arrived, Garvey and his

command post group filed out with their hends above their heads. *95

Of K Company’s entire complement, only one officer and 10 enlisted men
escaped.? Yet still McKinley’s line held, for Col Boos had radioed him and
said it would be another hour or more before the 2/38th was in position at
Rocherath’s edge. The 1/9th held because it had to hold.

With A and K Companies effectively gone, the momentum of their attack
carried some of the German tanks and infantry into Rocherath itself, but the
remnants of B and C Companies, as well as the 3/9th’s A& Platoon, still
manned their positions. To the north, the German attack had also hit the
3/393d, which had lost half its men and all its machine guns, mortars, and AT
guﬁs in the forest battle on 16 and 17 December. Although a bazooka team hit
one of the German tanks in this sector, the round failed to penetrate and Col
Allen’s men fell back another 1000 yards.

‘By 0900, the firing at Lausdell was beginning to die away, since much
of the German force had now passed south of the remaining 1/9th platoons and
into Rocherath, and since there weren’t that many Americans left to fire their
weapons. There were still considerable forces engaging McKinley’s 1line,
however. Around 1000 a second wave of seven German tanks and infantry smashed

. MacDonald, op cit, p.396
* cole, gp cit, p.116

9]




into the American line, hitting mostly around the 3/9th’s A& Platoon
position. Several US tanks had just come into the area; one of these fired
six shots at the oncoming panzers, all of which missed. The Shermans quickly
retired. American artillery then fell on the panzers, one of which
exploded.®” [Action 18] The other six tanks swept on into Rocherath while
the grenadiers stayed behind to mop up the A&P Platoon and nearby survivors
of K Co. "The result was a terrific small arms battle,"®® during which Pvt
Soderman of K Co continued his "private war® against the Germans. As some
other panzers approached the remnants of his company, Soderman staged a repeat
performance of his action earlier that morning by disabling the lead panzer
with one shot from his bazooka. As he ran for cover after firing the weapon,
however, one of the tanks fired a burst of machine gun fire which tore into
his right shoulder. Soderman fell, severely wounded, but managed to drag
himself back into the ditch, where he was protected from further fire.®®
[Action 19]

About the same time, Col Boos called Col McKinley and told him that he
could withdraw his battalion from the crossroads beginning at 1300, since the
2/38th should be fully in position behind the 1/9th by then. This was welcome
news to McKinley, but it came almost too late as he did not have much of a
command left by then. As more German tanks and infantry poured into the
Lausdell area from the woods, Lt Granville called for emergency artillery on
the area "and it seemed that all the artillery in the 1st Army responded to
the call."® The shells continued to fall for about 30 minutes, allowing the
1/9th and its attachments to fend off the remainder of the German advances.
McKinley told Col Boos that he could not hold out any longer, however, but
that he also could not withdraw without being annihilated because his troops
were too closely engaged and because German tanks were blocking his withdrawal
route. McKinley said he needed a counterattack by tanks or self-propelied Tds

*7 USA ETO 2d 1D Cosbet Interview, “Battle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944%, File #173. Lt Knutsen, the
ALP Plt Leader, thought an artillery round mey have entered this panzer’s open top hatch and detonated.

* 1bid.
® cavanegh, oo cit, p.110

% usa ET0 2d 1D Combet Interview, "Sattie of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944™, File 73
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to cover his withdrawal. No sooner had he said this than Lt Eugene Hinski,
the 1/9th’s AT Platoon leader, spotted four Shermans of A Co, 741st Tk Bn
moving north out of Rocherath on the road to the Rocherather Baracken. Moving
quickly to intercept them, Lt Hinski asked the tank platoon commander, Lt
Gaetano Barcellona, if he and his men wanted to fight. "Hell, yes!" said
Barcellona, so Hinski led the tanks to the 1/9th CP. There, McKinley
explained the situation and told Barcellona that the greatest difficulty
facing the 1/9th was four German tanks located between the Palm farmhouse and
Rocherath, interdicting the battalion’s withdrawal route. To counter this,
Barcellona split his command into two pairs; one pair, including Barcellona’s
own tank, stayed behind cover from where they could shoot at the panzers,
while the other two moved out into the open to lure the panzers into leaving
their cover in hopes of an easy kill. The plan worked brilliantly. At 1115,
US artillery began firing to cover the withdrawal, and the two decoy Shermans
moved out. The panzers followed. Barcellona knocked out the first panzer
with one shot, and three more rounds finished off the second/ Discerning the
trap too late, the remaining two panzers turned to flee into Rocherath but one
of the other Shermans hit one in the rear, disabling it. The fourth panzer
made it into the comparative safety of the village.”

With the armored threat disposed of, Barcellona’s tanks turned back east
to cover McKinley’s withdrawal, two Shermans on each flank of the position.
Their machine gun fire kept the Germans’ heads down while the GIs pulled back.
"Col McKinley stood at the roadside, grasping the hands of his men as they
passed and thanking them for what they had done to the Germans...Col McKinley
himself was the last to leave the area. As he and his operations officer,
Capt James Harvey, left their command post, they could hear the shouts of
'Hande hoch!’ coming from the Germans behind the hedgerows . *%?

In the words of Charles MacDonald, who was present at this battle,

* UsA ETO 2d 1D Combet interview, “German Breskthrough®, file #176; 741st Tk Bn AAR, Dec 1944, File
#210; Thompson, op git, File #131; MacDoneld, gp cit, pp. 396-397; Cavenagh, op cit, pp.110-111

* machonald, gp cit, pp-397-398; Cavanegh, 9o cit, Pp.110-111
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“MeKinley and the men of the 1/9th and K Co, 3/9th, had performed sn incredible feat. By their stand, they
had enabled two of the battalions of the 38th Infentry to reach the twin villages for a defense that
otheruise probably could not have been mounted. (’You have saved my regiment,’ Boos told McKinley.) They
had left the ground around the cluster of roads and trails and the farshouse Littered with German desd and
the carcasses of 17 tanks and tank destroyers. For all the pertinacity and valor displayed by a nurber of
other battalions of the 2d Infentry Division during the fight for the twin villages, none performed with more
fortitude and sacrifice than the men of kcKinley’s battation and K Co. And for the all the defenses of many

another American unit during the German counteroffensive, probably none exceeded and few equalled NcKinley’s
battalion and K Co in valor and sacrifice."™

The 1/9th passed through the 2/38th and headed west to the high ground
Just northwest of the Rocherather Baracken. There McKinley was able to see
for the first time the true extent of his losses. A Co had 12 men left;™
B Co had 27; C Co had just over 40; D Co, the heavy weapons company, still had
60 men left; while K Co of the 3/9th had 11 or 12 men, depending on the
source. The 3/9th’s A&P Platoon also had only 12 men left. Later in the day,
when the battalion assembled in Rocherath, only 20 officers and 197 men were
present of the 600 that had arrived at the crossroads less than 24 hours
before.*® There were only enough combat effective left in the battalion to
form six rifle squads.*® The cost of holding the Lausdell crossroads had
indeed been high, but the cost of failure would have been much higher.

© MacDoneld, gp cit, p.398

* some accounts say only five men were left, but seven men came back that night sfter hiding in the
Lousdell ares and seeing a long column of American prisoners being marched to the Germen rear.

* 9th Inf Regt AAR, Dec 1964, NARA 302-(INF)09-0.3

* USA ETO 2d 1D Combet Interview, “Battle of the Bulge, 17-20 Dec 1944*, File #73
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