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SUMMARY

BACKGROUND

This document is the Phase I Final Report for research conducted
by Technology Applications, Inc. (TAI) under the Department of
Defense (DOD) contract number DAAK70-87-C0058, entitled
"Intelligent LOAD MANager (LOADMAN)." This project was funded as
a part of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program
and is a feamibility study aimed at using artificial intelligence
(AI) techniques to explore the implementation of an expert systenm
serving as an intelligent power systems manager. In developing
the demonstration prototype, the emphasis was placed on clarity
and the use of generic techniques which would allow future
extensions and modifications. Phase I was comprised of four
tasks! ~

1) Develop Knowledge Repressntation(s)
2) Develop Reasoning Maechanism

3) Develop Demonstration Prototype

4) Project Management and Documentation

Tasks 1 and 2 involvaed detailed domain analysis, evaluation of
the prospects of an expert system in this domain, and the steps
that should be takaen to make further development of the load
management system a success. Task 3 involved the implementation
of various parts of the system to demonstrate the feasibility of
using AI techniques to solve relevant problems. Task 4 involved
the production of this report which has been written with an
emphasis on domain analysis and future development strategies.

Task 1 - Developing Knowledge Representation(s)

Work on this task started with discussions (both internal and
with Army personnel at Ft. Belvoir) of the kind of problems that
the Army would like to solve. The various physical objects in the
domain and their characteristics were discussed (e.g.,
generators, telephones, radio communications equipment,
distribution equipment, etc.). Future extensions to the system to
make it handle other problems were also discussed so that the
knogledge representation could be designed on a generic and broad
basis.

A classical object-oriented knowledge base (i.e., objects/slots/
facets) was chosen to represent data about the mission and
declarative knowledge about the various loads, sources, and
distributors. In other words, all entities in the problem domain
are represented using objects. This has the advantages of
modularity, conciseness, and natural representation. Also, an
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object-oriented representation allows extensions to be made
easily and naturally.

Tagk 2 - Developing the Reagoning Mechanism

Various example problems and relevant solution methods were wusad
to consider different reasoning mechanisms. The general problem
is one of system configuration and loading within a set of
constraints. The nature of the solution is iterative, so part of
the reasoning mechanism is better implemented using conventional
LISP code. Hiwever, for the system to be generic¢c and extendible,
rule-based reasoning is a must. Thus, a combination of
conventional programming and rules is used to represent and
process the various constraints. For example, there are placement
constraints which specify some undesired positional relationships
between two camp objects or undesired location of objects with
respect to the camp layout.

Tagk 3 - Daveloping the Demongtration Prototype

A demonstration prototype was built during the course of the
project to explore further the technical feasibility and
practicality of the chosen AI techniques. In-house examples and
tast cases were used to develop and test various parts of the
prototype. This effort helped the project team appreciate the
need for accurate data in terms of the eguipment used and also in
terms of the Army’s priorities, policies, and procedures. The
unavailability of knowledge/data regarding the Army'’s power
generation/distribution planning and decision making is the main
concern that has arisen out of the prototype development effort.
However, the prototype demonstrates convincingly, with well-
chosen examplaes and reasonable assumptions (where there were gaps
in the knowledge), that an expert system could ba built to solve
tha load management problems in a military setting.

Tagk 4 - Proiject Management and Documentation

The project report was prepared with an emphasis on establishing
the general philosophy and feasibility of the idea. Shortcomings
of the present methods and equlpment have been clearly pointed
out. Ways to handle these problems and future development of the
distribution system have been suggested. The final report begins
with an analysis of the domain and assessment of its suitability
for an expert system. Then the conceptual system design of the
Phase II implementation is discussed. It is recommended that this
be carried out in two stages - as an off-line advisory system and
then an extension of such a system into an on-line autonomous
system. The next section cuintains the description of the
demonstration prototype. This is followed by the project
conclusions and recommendations.
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§ omain analysis and the development of the rapid prototype systen
i have revealed that the implementation of an expart system is
: Jndcoa>ponnible if some preliminary work is done to standardize
“"the equipment and establish clear guidelines for load shedding
‘ and other decisions. Thie effort should be carried out (even if
the expert system is not implemented) to ensure reliable,
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

This document is the Phase I Final Report for research conducted
by Technology Applications, Inc. (TAI) under the Department of
Defense (DOD) contract number DAAK70-87-C0058, entitled
"Intelligent LOAD MANager (LOADMAN)." This project was fundad as
a part of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) progran
and is a feasibility study aimed at using artificial intelligence
(AI) technigques to explore the implementation of an expert systen
serving as an intelligent power systems manager. This
investigation addresses both planning issues (e.g., power
generation/distribution, logistica, and supply) and tactical
issues (e.g., campsite power distribution layout and proper load
shedding following a generator casualty).

Military units are heavily dependent on electric power which is

normally provided by diesel or gasoline generators. The critical

nature of the environment calls for a Power Generation and

Distribution System which is highly flexible and reliable. The

power should be distributed and used efficiently, and the
~ equipment requirements nmust be minimized so that the logistics
J burden is reduced.

1.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

. The objective of this project/report is to explore the idea of

: using new (expert system) computer technology in this domain,
. thereby facilitating the application of load management
techniques to perform variocus functions like load shedding and
duty cycle scheduling. This controlling system should be designed
so that it does not totally break down under adverse conditions.
Instead it should be able to maintain a level of performance that
. is as good as the operating conditions will allow. Since the

; system has to optimize power utilization in degrading
circumstances, it will have to drop loads and/or operate some
loads at reduced power. Such decisions are important bacause they
can affect the success of the mission. So the system will have to
be designed according to well-defined Army policies and
procadures.

B
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1.3 GENERAL PROJECT COURSE CHANGES

The project work started with a discussion of the kind of

problems that the Army would like to solve. At this time, the

Army contact personnel indicated that the system be designed

initially as an off-line advisory system because of the

additional cost of installing sensors and control equipment to

the power equipment. The system possibly could be converted to an '
on-line autonomous system in a later phase. It was decided that "
the system should be designed as a constraint representation and

management system that would be sufficiently generic so that it

can be expanded to include other applications. A literature a
¥ survey was then performed to study other systems that tackled '
. ‘ similar problems. Even though these systems were not generic ’
u enough for direct application, they provided numerous pointers |
- that helped in developing suitable knowledge representation and \
generic scheduling techniques.

The implementation of the Demonstration Prototype was then begun. )
In~house examples and test cases were used to develop and taest

various parts of the prototype. The prototype had some gaps in

its knowledge about the domain because of the absence of "real"

axpaerts who understood and knew how to solve these problenms.
Sufficiently accurate test cases were not available and it became

very difficult to procead with the completion of the prototype.

At this stage, the project team was informed that a demonstration
proving that advanced computer techniques could be usad to solve
load management problems was all that was expected of this phase
of the project. The project team then proceeded to identify and
document the missing knowledge elemants in the problem domain and
the various steps that should be taken to ensure that the
successful development of an expert system was indeed possible.

1.4 REPORT ORGANIZATION

The rest of the report is organized as follows. Section 2
discusses the problem domain, its limitations, and its
suitability for an expert system under current conditions. It
also recommends issues to be analyzed and steps that should be
taken to standardize the domain to the point where the knowledge
is complete enough for incorporation in an expert system. Section
3 explores further development of the LOADMAN system and details
the development stages and discusses the feasiblility of the
various features. The prototype design and implementation
including the hardware/software selection, problem solving
[ strategies, knowledge representation, and programming methodology
ara detalled in Section 4. Section 5 discusses the conclusions
and recommendations.

N
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SECTION 2
DOMAIN ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

Power generation and distribution systems are an important part
of the equipment that an Army unit needs in order to successfully
complete its mission. Power requirements and importance of the
different loads vary depending on the function of the unit -
reconnalssance missions, field hospitals, etc. Also, certain
other factors like the weather, location of camp, and the terrain .
could alter the power genaeration and distribution inventory
and/or power requirements.

Apart from these specific op“imization difficulties, the problem
is complicated by the fact that there are no established
practices or procedures for power generation and distribution
oy planning. Most equipment (loads) is designed to be operated
W directly from a dedicated generator, and so distribution boxes
& that distribute power from larger generators to a number of small
o loads do not exist or are not widely available as standard
i equipment. Also, it is impractical to transport and maintain
. large numbers of smaller generators., Current practice indicates
that ad hoc switch boxes and distribution equipment are developed
and often used without proper regard for safety and/or technical
I soundness.

sy The domain characteristics and its suitability for an expert
y system solution are discussed below. Then, the various factors
that could affect the dependable and fail-resistant operation of
power generation, distribution, and utilization equipment will be
I addressed. The policy decisions that should be made regarding

Q backup facilities, redundancy, and safety margins will be
n outlined. These should be quantifiable so that the reliabilities
g of various powar system configurations can be calculated and

compared. All these steps will make it possible to recommend ‘
:; reliability factors for various kinds of missions (based on their i
b importance) . :
e“ﬁ'
vy Such systematic study and evaluation of power distribution ‘

) systems is routinely done in almost every industry to ensure
reliable operation and optimization and should be of equal merit
and value in improving the effectivenass of the Army units. A

ne power system failure can render a unit useless and adversely
e affect the outcome of the mission.

ﬁ:

I

9
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N 2.1 ASSESSMENT OF THE PROBLEM DOMAIN AND ITS SUITABILITY FOR
i AN EXPERT SYSTEM

“ This assessment is based on the information gathered from Army
: contact personnel, equipment and configuration data/manuals made
X available, and a JTX trip report.

Several devices are in use by units attempting to solve power
o distribution problems. While most loads were designed to operate
oy with a dedicated generator, field personnel usually connect them
into some kind of a distribution system. Few military standard
B distribution boxes are available and units that need others have
S them constructed. These fabricated distribution boxes occupy a
N spectrum in terms of their usefulness and safaety.

e All this raises some quaestions about the suitability of the

domain (as it now stands) for implementing an expert system. The
+ success of aexpert system development depends very much on the
B ability of the domain to conform to the some basic requirements.
) If the domain is deficient in some areas, thay should b)a

o addressed before the expert system is actually attempted.
N Discussed below are two requirements which may not be satisfied
;j by our problem domain.

:E‘;‘t Availability of experts. A widely recognized precept is that a
oo problem is suitable for expert system implementation when there

% is at least one human expert who is substantially better at
o) solving the problem, does it routinely and, therefore, has the
: knowledge and experience to understand the real problems, to
generate solutions and to make (usually corract) declsions.

o Avallablility of test cases. Knowledge engineering is often

) carried out by watching the experts actually solve problems.

! Experts tend to take details for granted and omit them while ‘
R describing the solution process. The use of test cases and the

. observation of the experts more accurately brings out the

o solution process and the knowledge used. These test cases should

" also be used for testing the system as it is developed.

X Since the current domain does not have such experts (as gathered
', from Army comments and reports) nor the requisite test cases, the

@ next best thing is to form a body of knowledga that is derived
o from the theory of power generation and distribution systems.
s&. Also, the lack of methodical load shedding and scheduling '
2 procedures calls for establishing some standard practices which
i could then be followed and monitored to ensure the safe and

reliable operation of power distribution systems. Only after the

L equipment and the procedures have been defined can an expert
by system be built to perform the various configuration and load
) balancing tasks effectively. (To be precise, such a system would
}% be labeled a "knowledge based" system rather than an "expert"
o system.)
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iy 2.2 FACTORS AFFECTING RELIABILITY

Y | 2.2.1 Equipment Specification and Design

A Power generation eguipment. Power generation equipment used by
b the Army falls mainly into two categories -~ diesel and gasoline.
I They are designed for various power levels with facilities for
n varying the output voltage. The maintenance requirements of these
-y generators vary and there are other advantages and disadvantages
! to both types. A study should be made of the various factors, and
0 guidelines should be established for the appropriate use of each.
i Various considerations are briefly discussed below. '

o The end-user confidence in 1.5 to 10 kW gasoline generators is
b low. They are, in practice, difficult and time-consuming to

maintain. Wherever they have to be used, personnel provide for
o two sets to ensure that if one set baecame Not Mission Capable
X (NMC), the other one could be used in its place. The cost
J effectiveness of this approach should be examined and the
& substitution of these with diesel generator sets should be
considered. Diesel~type generators, mounted on trailers with
switch boxes, were the ones most popular with field personnel
T whose opinion is that these are easier to operate and maintain.
‘W However, the noise generated by the diesel generators is greater
N and provision of quieter designs may be considered.

e Some smaller (3 kW) generators do not have "breakerless" ignition
i kits installed, and starting the generators poses a problem due
to moisture in the ignition system.

Y Power distribution equipment. Loads need to be switched between
00 powar sources for various reasons such as maintenance, breakdown
he! of generators, etc. In such cases, a fast, safe and efficient
change-over is necessary. This 1is especially important where the
. loads cannot tolerate even a temporary power interruption. Switch
XN boxes and generation equipment must be designed to meet these
requirements so that the frequent loss of critical services
ol (which might take a few hours to be reestablished) is avoided.

W Even automatic power backup facilities may be appropriate for
L certain critical services and the provision of such facilities
?, must be seriously considered. This is discussed in detail in the
:::g next sub-section.

L) "

ﬁ% A new, easy-to-understand method should be devised for initial
uﬁ connection of the power cable to the generator. Currently, the
s correct method of connecting these cables is confusing. Numerous
U pieces of equipment have been damaged or destroyed due to
ﬁﬁ improper connections. Built-in safeguards that try to prevent

Y misuse and improper operation of equipment should also be
¥ considered. Matching sockets and plugs may be designed into the
M equipment and connecting cables to ensure proper connections.
! Such technology exists in the power industry.
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In this context the DISE system, which is an attempt by the Army
to design a standardized distribution system, will be discussed.
It consists of the Feeder System, Distribution System, and the
Lighting and Receptacles System. From the information obtained,
the system appears to be incomplete in some respects. For
example, all single-phase outlets are rated at 20A, yet a number
of single-phase loads which draw more than 20A have been
identified.

2.2.2 Eguipment Configuratijon

The reliability of a power system may be improved by increasing
the number of independent power sources. The more generators that
are available, the lesser the chance of all of them failing at
the same time. High-powered and/or sensitive equipment will
benefit from their own power source which will eliminate any
powar fluctuations due to start up or operation of other
equipment. The nature of such equipment will sometimes dictate a
location closa to the generator. For example, X-ray equipment
works better when it is located close to the power source so that
it can obtain sufficient voltage with minimum fluctuations.

Also, the characteristics of the power network also affect the
reliability. For example, if the loads were all strung together
in tandem, there would be more failures than if they were all
connected directly to the distribution box forming a star
network. This is because the failura of a cable would result in
the failure of just one of the loads in the case of tha star
network.

A related development is the work that has been done in the area
of information/data distribution networks. Various configurations
like the STAR, RING, BUS, etc., have been investigated for the
inherent reliability and tolerance in the event of [ailures. Such
information could be used modulated by other constraints for a
safe, functional ana effective power distribution system.

2.2.3 packup Equipment

Alternate power sources are mandatory in most industries, so as
to bring the regular sources down for maintenance checks. These
alternate sources would also be avallable as backups in rnasd of a
failure. They are usually of lower capacity (for providing just
the minimum services necessary). Related issues are discussed
below.

When an alternate power supply ought to be provided may depend on
one or more of the duration of the mission, type of generator,
climatic conditions, type of load(s), etc. For a short mission
and a reliable generator, an alternate may not be warranted. On
the other hand, a long mission under severe weather conditions
may require 100% redundancy. The rules and the exceptions should
be clearly stated so that they can be incorporated in the expert
system to allow it to plan for alternate sources. Mean-time=-
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betwesn-failure data and mission criticality estimates could
support this decision making process.

How much power ought to be provided would depend on the demands
of loads which are absolutely essential to the success of the
mission. Such loads should be specified so that the amount of
alternate power necassary may be calculated. For example, most
signal units need power 24 hours a day. The expert system can use
such information to make the necessary calculaticns and provide
for the alternate sources while preparing the inventory
requirements.

Huow quickly should the change-over be accomplished clearly
depends on the ability of the load to become functional once the
pover is interrupted. Full automatic backup may be necessary for
critical and not-easily-reestablished equipment. For example,
some communications equipment could be off-the-air anywhere from
1 to 24 hours once the power is interrupted for any reason and a
¥ break in communication occurs. The quality of backup racilities
= that should be made available for various categories of loads
' must ba defined. The expert system can use this information to
plan for the necessary backup equipment.

o —m oy wm =

P . T

2.2.4 Use of Equipment

Policies 2nd procedures need to be established for the proper use
of power systems equipment. Personnel should be specially trained
to work with generators, switch boxes, distribution boxes, and
the various loads. This will prevent accidental misuse of
equipment. For example, in one of the JTX’s, a gasoline generator
was mistakenly filled up with diesel fuel.

-~

Guidelines for the proper loading of the generators should be
established and then the expert system could monitor the load and
issue a warning when the load is toc high or too low. This is
important because improper loading of the generator can cause
twat stacking" (which refers to the presence of unburnt fuel in
the exhaust and the cylinders). This was found to be a common
occurrence at most sites. It affects the efficiency and
reliability of the generator. '

PSR RS

- A -

Personnel should be trained on electrical safety procedures.
Improper or insufficient grounding of generators was found to be
a common problem. For example, cable connections to light sets
were not covered in one of the missions and this would have posed
a serious hazard if it had rained.

A list of non-military eguipment that may be used should be
established. Currently, household extension cables and appliances
are widely used and may be loading the various outlets beyond
their rated capacities. g

> e . PRFI S S

i
%
[}
0

Final Report 7 August 10, 1988

-
LN ALY
[UNAATY

R M T DL XL TR O LI ANR DODOOUTL UARIOUOLTU MM A DU SR AR KOO R NN




~ e

- - a
-

S

“ )
e .

£

)
S

2.2.5 Maintenance of Equipment

Power systems reliability also depends on the proper maintenance
of the generators. Procedures and policies need to be established
for the proper maintenance and checks on equipment. The
availability of tools, parts, and trained personnel to repair
genarator equipment is important. Currently, proper maintenance
is not performed at most sites due to various reasons such as
nonavailability of switch boxes that will ensure uninterruptible
supply of power and/or kackup generators. In fact, in one case a
generator became NMC at the beglnning of the mission due to
leaking oil seals and could not be repaired due to lack of repair
parts.

The expert system can be daesigned to kaep track of all
maintenance related information and alert the user when checks
and service bacomes due. Also, the inventory planning part of the
system could recommend the repair parts that would be needed for
a particular set of generation and distribution equipment. But
first, the guidelines must be compiled and made available to the
expert system designer.

2.2,6 Equipment Interaction

Operation of two heavy loads simultaneously or the starting of
loads that produce power surges while another heavy load is
operating can produce undesirable results. Currently, personnel
try to avoid these situations from experience. Most units are
vulnerable to such load combinations but they are not very well
documented. The power surge that is created by each piece of
equipment and information about loads that should not be (need
not be) operated simultaneously should be documented.

If these operational requirements are established, then they can

be incorporated in the expert system which would then be able to
monitor and regulate the operation of various loads.
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SECTION 3
LOADMAN - A FEASIBILITY STUDY CONCEPTUAL SYSTEM DESIGN

PR

A portion of the Phase I efforts was devoted to establishing the
general philosophy, approach, and feasibility of the LOADMAN
expert system. The project team’s emphasis was on stretching the
mind, aevolving ideas, and drawing up a development and
implementation plan for Phase II. Thus, there was an exploration
of ideas and problem solving strategles which are desoribed in
detail in this section. This section will describe our vision for
further development of the project and the expected benefits of
an operational "LOADMAN" expert system were it to be fully
implemented. The purpose is tuv suggest various problems that
could be solved by the computer system and elicit feedback as to
the usefulness/importance of the various features. One of the
advantages of the object-oriented representation used herein is
that once the domain has been represented in the knowladge base,

inciemental development of various specialized applications is
easiar.

ey

P s —————————

3

. e .

3.1 LOADMAN - DEVELOPMENT STAGES AND EXPANSION POTENTIAL

LOADMAN is a constraint management and planning system that will
ba capable of solving power distribution problems in battlefield
settings using knowledge-based techniques. Although limitations
exist (as described in the previous section) ir the present
condition that require "first time engineering" efforts not
directly related to expert system design, LOADMAN can serve as an
infrastructure or supporting environment to foster resolution of
these issues. Further, the LOADMAN conceptual design presented
here prasumes successful resolution of the open engineering and
procedural questions and then provides "placekeepers" for the
various knowledge elements expected to be derived from the first-
time engineering effort.

P

L e

Current battlefield environments have limited sensor capahility 4

; and no remota control capability. However, future enhancements to y
f current equipment, such as frequency-modulated power lines for v
remote control and the addition of sensors for monitoring of v

power equipment, are possible which would greatly enhance the )
capabilities of the system. In order not to prematurely limit the ]
project capabilities as well as be sympathetic to current -
operating conditions, the project should be developed in stages.
The first stage will work with no sensors and with manual
input/control. At the end of this stage, the system will be an
off-line advisory system not assuming any direct control of the
equipment. It should then be capable of providing logistics
planning advice (how many generators, distribution boxes, and

- | e

o

>

Final Report 9 August 10, 1988

\
\
)

WRTECIETATI HN AN RT e N0 o ULV T AN O A A O O A ARG L CU oy A WU SO KM NN KN A W MO




cable) and assisting in the layout and the manual operation of
the campsite power system. The second stage will add sensors and
control capabilities. At the end of this stage, a totally
autonomous system will be built that is capable of solving most
power distribution problems without any help from the user.
LOADMAN would then provide generator health monitoring, power
distribution monitoring and control, and casualty
reconfiguration. In this fashion, the expert system is developed
initially as an advisory system to help standardize the domain
and play a useful logistics role while setting the stage and
gathering knowledge for the autonomous system.

L Since all mission details and equipment data is stored in the

B . system, the system can be extended to perform a variety of other ‘
N . . tasks by adding the appropriate knowledge incrementally (as :
: needed). Thus, the system can help in ordering the inventory,

planning the layout, monitoring the distribution system, and .
reconfiguration and control in case of any failures or !
casualties. There are other uses not connected with the actual N
nission, such as training personnel to perform the various tasks ,
when the system is not available. The system could also be

enhanced and extended to keep track of maintenance and repair
information and an inventory of spare parts. This is esgecially

important in the case of longer missions when equipment will have

to be pulled off for maintenance to ensure reliable operation.
Explanation facilities and hypothetical reasoning should also be
introduced so that the user nan query the system as to reasons

for the various decisions and to ask "What if?" questions.

PP T T

LOADMAN should have a "curator!" facility that allows the system

“custodian" to access and modify various parts of the expert

! system. The curator facility will be extended to facilitate

b creating and editing of rules, generation of reports (e.g., a

1 listing of standard Army power sources), and examining and
o modifying knowledge bases.

The system can eventually be used for logistics support

(procuring, maintaining, and transporting equipment to take for a

specific mission), monitoring of power generation and
distribution equipment, prediction of malZunctions, and
reconfiguration of equipment. For example, the system may detect

that it is about to lose a diesel generator or about to shut one .
down due to rfuel shortage. It is here that any advice on system '
reconfiguration will be valuable. The sequence of events begins \
b with event detection. This is usually detection of a measurement '
K that violates a set-point (threshold value). The expert system is

‘ triggered to begin analyzing the situation and generate

candidates for replacing the failed (or soon-to-fail) equipment.

This is followed by the ranking of such candidates for best fit.

For example, a consideration in the selection of a generator is

its capacity with respect to the capacity needed. If the .
generator capacity falla short of the needed capacity, it would =
mean shedding some loads. On the other hand, if the generator ‘
capacity is much higher than the needed capacity, there is the

threat of "wet stacking." This refers to the collection of .
unburnt fuel in the exhaust when the generator is operated f

B m e
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continuously at loads considerably less than full load. The
reliability and efficiency of the generator is adversely affected
in these circumstances.

Load shedding based on priorities needs to be carried out when a
genaerator fails and a replacement with similar capacity cannot be
found. To avoid much reconfiguration and/or load -hodding, diessl
generator health menitoring may be performed on an on-going basis
so that the generator may be brought down for repairs/maintenance
during periods of reduced demand. Health monitoring of generators
involves testing for overheating, overloading, and failures.
Dynamic load balancing based on operating conditions such as
weather, enemy threats, casualties, etc,, is yet another role
that can be played by the expert system.

3.2 STAGE I OBJECTIVES

Based on the nueds outlined in Section 2.1, the initial object of
Stage I should be to establish the domain knowledge. Therefore,
Stagn I should be begun b{ concentrating on specifying
equipment, establishing policies and procedures for backup
equipment, and establishing priorities for the various loads.
Then the system can be built to plan inventory requirements,
configure the equipment, perform load shedding when necessary,
and perform duty cycle scheduling for heavy periodic loads. All
these applications should be implemented with an emphasis on
maximizing efficiency and reducing the logistics burden. Graceful
degradation in all of these areas is necessary when the systenm is
working under suboptimal conditions (i.e., when an optinal
solution cannot be formulated and some compromises have to be
made). Brief descriptions in the following paragraphs describe
what is planned in the specified areas.

(]
jc
'I
Y
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3.2.1 Load Clagsification Scheme

To support computaerization, all loads should be classified into
different priority levels. We recommend three levels of priority:
vital, discretionary, and convenience. Also, the backup
requirement must be spacified on a load-by-load basis. Generally,
the vital loads may require 100% backup while the convenience
loads may not reguire any backup at all. The discretionary loads
may suggest varying levels of backup. The priority and backup
information should be stored in the knowledge base along with the
respactive loads.

To illustrate, we have classified certain example loads into
three levels:

vital

Emergency lights
Communications equipment
Command posts
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Riscretionary
oicratinq rooms (duty cycle)
Alr

strips (duty cycle)
Mess halls
Recharging batteries
convenience

Company areas
Street lights
Shower and sanitary facilities

‘EEECRN Policies and procedures should then be implemented in code or

' using rules. This exercise is aimed at establishing standards
which can be used for calculating and specifying power generation
and distribution egquipment,

- ive load prioritization. Scenarios exist where the
‘same loads can be classified into different priority levals
depending on the context.

Thus, priority of various loads may be a function of nission (or
sub-nission). For example, the importance of certain loads
depends on the nature of the mission = offensive, support,
surveillance, etc. Another consideration is the interaction with
other army units. For example, the medical facilitiaes may be
vital whean a unit is playing a supporting role to units near the
FEBA (Forward Edge of Battle Area) and discretionary when the
unit is stand-alone. Load priority may also vary depending on the
usage at that particular time. Communications eguipment nay
require higher priority while transmitting important messages
than whon in receiving moda.

The extent to which such context-sensitive prioritization should
be implemented is an issue to be further explored. Some of these
priority levels are subjective and judgmental and some type of
user override may be incorporated so that the user can change
priorities if necessary. Due to this complexity some work in this
area may be carried over to Stage II.

P NN db. PP S S N

Constraints are limits or restrictions that are placed on the
value(s) of aequipment or a group of equipment. Dependencies are
relationships that describe how certain equipment value(s) are
dependent on contextual information like the ambient temperatura.
Dependencies may also describe how certain pleces of equipment
atfect others.

Fxample constraints are a) maximum power supplied by a source, b)
maximum inventory that can be carriad by a unit, ¢) maximum
distance that can be covered by a cable, etc. Constraints should s
be divided into "absolute constraints" and "situational '

W 4 .
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constraints." Absolute constraints do not change with the
context. For example, the maximum distance that can be covered by
a cable is a constraint that does not change with contextual
information like the coriticality of the mission. Situational
conistraints may be brought into effect depending on the nature of
the mission, oporational state of certain equipment, and
temporal, aenvironmental, safety or other considerations. They
usually result from dependencies (as described in the praevious
paragraph). For example, the rated capacity of generators vary
with the altitude. Situational constraints abound in a
battlefield setting and the success of the system hinges on their
specification, representation, and processing. Refer to Section
4.5.2 for information on tha specific¢ methods of constraint
representation and processing as implemented in Phase I.

As nentionad before, dependency relationships exist between
virious pieces of equipment that directly affect their
performance. For example, at anf one time a particular source or
one combination of sources provides power to an active load. The
performance of the load is directly dependent on the output ot
that (those) power source(s). In LOADMAN, such dapendencies are
expressed using hierarchies. Named links are created between
objects that are dependent and the expert system can use these
links to identify the dependencies.

3.2.3 Equipment Specification

The project team along with Army personnal should survay typical
applications for the average and peak power they use under
various categories: vital, discretionary, and conveniance.
Refinement of such data should be carried out and various methods
of estimation may be used for the three categories. For example,
the amount of power used under the "vital" and "discretionary"
categories may be conservatively estimated while the amount of
"oconvenience" power is estimated mere strictly. Also, the loads
that prefar power tfrom dedicated gources should be identified.
This may be because the loads are particularly vulnerable to
power fluctuations from other loads. The power required by the
various load groups should be analyzad to decide the power
ratings of the generators. The power required by the various
loads should be analyzed to decide the capacity of outlaets at the
distribution boxes. Tha generation and distribution aequipment
should be designed with these raeaquirements in mind providing for
minor variations as necessary,

3.2.4 Inventory Planning Heuristics

Proper power distribution system management is possible only when
the correct equipment is available at the site. This involves
calculating the number and size of power sources, distribution
qu{fmant, and cables that would be necesgsary to support the
misaion.
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. Various heuristics may come into play at this
stage to decide whether and how to group the various loads. Thaese
heuristics will be incorporated as rules in the expert system and
will be based on the polinies and procedures to be established

(s@e Section 3.2.1). Groupinyg may be necessary for various
reasons:

1. Reduce the interaction between loads. For exanmple, in one
case the dentist’s equipment impomed a greatar load on the
power source. This would cause the X~ray aequipment to

‘ malfunction. There are three ways in which this situation

. ) can be tackled. One way is to ensure that both loads are

- not operated simultaneously. If this is not

dasirable/possible, we may consider planning for a pover

source that could support both loads without the

interference (this may be overkill most of the time), or
the loads could be powered by different sources.

2., Different backup requirements. For example, the critical
loads of a camp like communication facilities would
require a higher safety margin and hence a better backup
raailitx. But other loads like the mess, company areas,
etc., will not require the same level of backup.

-

- -

3, Too much load for one power source.

SO N 1%

s

Next, we suggest the calculation of "maximum simultanecus power
required" in order to estimate the power required of each power
source. This refers to the maximum power that would be required
for each group at any particular time. Mainly, it takes into
account the fact that some loads can not/will not be operated
simultaneously. So it would be wasteful to provide for the sum of
thosa (power) requirements. The calculation is done in two steps.
Step 1 involves the calculation of power required by these
"related loads." The allowable combination of wtates for each set
of related loads are examined and the maximum power that would ba
raquired by each set is calculated. All these power requirements
are summed to give the power requirements of related loads. Step
2 involves the addition of power requirements of independent
loads (loads which are operable whatever the state of other
loads). This measure ("maximum simultaneous power required") is
used to calculate inventory requirements in terms of generators
(actual and backup) .

P T
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o Layout Heurigtics. After the power sources requirements have
o been calculated, the system will have to posicion these sources
L in the layout. After this, the connections are planned between
‘ the power sources and the loads. Once again heuristics in the
I form of rules will be used for this planning. Alternatively, the
: user could be requested to place the power sources and/or specify
the connections.

Inventory/Supply cCompilation. After the layout has been
. established, the system will be able to compile the inventory
o requirements in terms of generators, distribution boxes, switch
! boxes, cables, and loads.

Final Report 14 August 10, 1988

X0 Q"“.°n‘°«“." COUOXSDNDGO NI A MUK ._‘Wt'n“.‘c‘-'ﬂ.'d ROONHSOAOG XA MR ‘.\‘“‘“n"h“‘.'.‘d.‘

.!".o'.'-0'.‘.\".l".!",r.h..l". t'hn"?olb.l‘h""h.'*!t"’t'i" :




3.2.5 Load Shedding Heuristlcom

. Load shedding becomes necessary whenever more power is raquired

b by the various loads than is available at that time. This may be
due to the fallure of some power generation or distribution
squipment, plannaed shutdown of sources, increase in the number of
loads, or a combination of the above factors. The system must
prioritize the various loads and cut out all the loads that are
not absolutely necessary. Examples of such loads might be mass,
company areas, and street lights.

The main goal in this situation is the maintenance of critical
loads. Example of such ledd, are communication equipment, command
-gontl,-locurity points, madical facilitlies, landing zones, etc. A

oad shedding situation “vpically starts with a reduction in
source capacity or an increase in load requirements.

Two methods of dealing with such a situation have been
ldentified. One of them is a simple descheduling of already
scheduled low priority loads to the point that the load
requirements match the power available. This may not be always
successful (as determined by some user-defined optimization
tests). The second approach ia to complaetely reschedule the loads
based on priority. In Stage I, such advice will be offered to the
uloriw?ﬁdwill be responsible for switching the various loads as
specified.

Upon partial power loss or knowledge about imminent power loas,
the order in which the loads are brought down, and the degree to
which they are brought down, can be crucial. With emergsncy power
restoration the order in which the loads are brought up, degree
to which they are brought up is also important (for example, the
emergency generator may be overloaded by switching on all loads
at ~nce). However, these issues will not be addressed in Stage I
which will be mainly geared towards the scheduling problem
itself. Here "acheduling" is the process by which loads are
selectad to be turned on.

3.2.6 Load Balancing Heurigticy

An example of this is the use of "turbine-gearbox combination.®
This plece of equipment is built to supply many loads with
control over the power supplied to each load. Gears are used to
vary the power that can be supplied to each load. It is thus
possible to vary the powar drawn b{ certain loads to accommodate
other loads. This kind of power distribution is found in field
hospitals and can be used to perform load balancing based on
various factors. To perform the various calculations, it is
necessary to convert the elaectrical loads to mechanical loads and
then the gear ratios to support such a load.
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3.2.7 Duty Cvcle Scheduling Heuristics

The purpose of duty cfcl. scheduling is to minimize the overall
load by meshing individual load requirements teo achieve uniform
loading. This would be a necessity under lower power availability
conditions when it would be desirable to spread the load over
time, and during fuel) rationing conditions when it is necessary
to operate all sources at maximum eftficilenc for minimum
duration., It could also be usaed to reduce the logistics burden of
carrying large power sources when smaller sources would be
sufficient with propar load operation planning. Also, generators
work best whon they are working close to maximum load. Thus,
planning for a uniform load close to the rated capacity of the
genarator(s) is a good idea. The duty cyocle scheduling rulaes will
have to accept inputs which specify the constraints (optimization
criteria, max load, max time slot, loads to be scheduled, etc.).
In stage I, the duty oycle rules will advise the user against
using combinations of loads that would make undesirable demands
on the power sources.
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3.3 STAGE II OBJECTIVES

cmw e o

Stage II would involve ths development and inmplementation of an
on-line system. This system will include expanded and enhanced
knowledge to accommodate:

Different kinds of missions

Automated interface to the Power Distribution Symtem
Maintenance planning

Training plan )

trr 1 i
= ,l’--’-—‘-

Various scenarios and desirable system actions are described ’
below to motivate identification of needs and finalizing the v
scope of tha project. '

a) Camp setting; all loads operational. Diesel generator \
fails dropping available power to 60% of that raequired. ]
Other power sources may or may not be available. Situation "
requires addition of other sources and/or N
reduction/reconfiguration of loads. Simplest situation "
that must be handled. )

_: b) Changing load raquiremants due to environmental ft

‘ conditions. There is a need to rebalance the loads. Again, b
this could be handled by reconfiguring powar sources or
loads.

¢) Periodic loads. Dovetailing may be used to optimize the \
. load with minimum power requirements. One example of this '
X type of load would be the lighting for airstrips. \

The paragraphs below describe applications areas that are being N
considered at this time for implementation in Stage II.
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| 3.3.1 Autonomous Monitoring and cControl

Autonomous, Yintelligent," powar distribution modules are the
next step in improving the efficiency and execution of the load
management systam. These modules can be designed to respond to
commands issued by the expert system. Closed-loop control can be
used to enhance the reliability of tha system. This is because in
closed-loop systems, feedback is provided from the locads to the
computer and this helps the computer verify that its commands are
being carried out. However, the extra wiring and sensors that
must be provided may make it prohibitively expensive and so the
z Tracticality of providing closed-loop control must be
. nvestigated.

Menitoring equipment (sensors/placement). Monitoring of
generators and loads is a must if the expert system is to work
autonomously. The expert system should be able to recognize
gcncrator failures so that it can bring alternate generators in
o service. Recognizing load failures helps the expert systan
schedule other lower priority loads. Tha ability to recognize
load fallures and operation statu. is lems important and so may
be implemented on a limited basis. Sensors may be placed on the
distribution equipment and on the loads for completae monitoring.
on the other hand, sensors may be placed on the loads, and the
topology of the system used to caloculate the loading at the
distribution. But the most cost-effective and porhafn the most
realistic method is to place the sensors on the distribution
boxes. This will not help the system locate which particular load
tailed, but would provide enough information to calculate power
consumption and thus the availability of power so that the
scheduling of other loads may be planned.

| Controlling equipment. In addition to monitoring equipment, an
autonomous system must have a method of controlling the
equipment. It is desirable, both in terms of cost-effectlveness
as well as maintenance and logimtics, to use the power lina to
carry the control signals. One method (scheme) which has been
guccessfully used in commercial home control systems works by
transmitting a high freguency coded command sequence through the
iowor lines. This command sequence 1ls used to activate the
ndividual switcheg at the various loads. The entire systen
consists of one command module and many receivaear modules. The
home system is described below, but it is expected that receiver
modules capable of higher power output can be designed easily.

Command modules. The command modules are built using custom LSI
(Large Scale Integration) ICs (Integrated Circuits). When fully
expanded, the system can accommodate 256 independaently
addressable receivers. The function (on, off, lower, or increase
power) and address codes are combined in the digital message sent
by the command module. The transmitter in the command modulae
generates 120-kHz signals that are used to modulate the AC line
with pulse-width modulation. Each messaga is transmitted in true
and invertad format on successive half cycles of the waveform. A
complete mosnago takes 183 ms to complete. Actual attachment to
the AC line is accomplished by means of a transformer and
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capacitor coupler. This isolates the transmitter from the power
line ensuring safety without unduly increasing the cost.

The command module can also be used to intarmittently restore the
status of any module (every so many minutes). This is usaeful
where a module may be turned off by a transient or non-system-
generated command. Restore can also be carried out at the command
of the expert system.

. BEach receiver module incorporates a LSI IC and
monitors the AC line, waiting for a coded message corrasponding
to its address. When it recognizes a message addressed to it, tha
wall=-receptacle module snargizes a ralay. Modules can be built to
use a triac instead and have the capacity to increase or decrsase
power to the load in response to control commands. Various
modules are available to handle loads from lamps (lamp modules
rated at 300W) to heavier, non-resistive appliances (contact-
closure-output appliance modules rated at 1700W). The LOADMAN !
system nmust be able to accommodate heavier loads and it is
expected that receiver modules capable of supplying the necessary
power can be found, or existing modules can be redesigned easily.

' Priority-encoded reqeivers. To reduce the burden on the expert

_ system, the receiver modules could be prioritized by

incorporating switches on them that select the lavel of priority.

The expert system can then turn the power on or off for the

various priority levels. This scheme could be implamented on a

load=-by=load basis (at higher cost) or on a feeder-by-feedar

basis where each feeder cable could supply power at a particular

level (and could be turnad on or off). The computer system will

use these levels to drop loads as the power generation or

requirements change. Upon shortage of power, the convenience

loads will be dropiad first and then the discretionary loads if

necessary. Prioritization of the receiver modules need not Le

rigid. Depending on the situation the priority may be changed.

, For example, the medical facilities may be moved from the

| discretionary level to ttie vital level if there are many

l critically ill personnel who needed immediate attention. This

' would involve just changing the switch position on the receiver
module supplying the facility.

R T

3.3.2 Health Monitoring of Power Equipment

Critical to power systems management and distribution planning is
the maintenance of equipment (especially power generators). Some
symptoms that may signal a problem are the overheating and
overloading of generators. Some sensors are already available on
the diesel generators and others can be added easily. However,
such sensor information must be fed back to the expert system and

this might pose a cost and logistics burden in terms of the wires

and connections that would be necessary. Perhaps, the location of

the expaert systems computer close to the power sources could halp
alleviate the problem. Since the impact of such a health
monitoring system could be considerable, investigation of the

idea to determine its practicability is worthwhile.

Y R P
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3.3.3 Simulation and Training

Battalion Logistics Simulation and Training has been identified
as key areas in which the LOADMAN expert system could ba used. To
provide for this capability, the system should operate in
advisory mode. Explanation capabilities and the ability to read
scenario information from diskettes and report the changes in the
gituation to the user should all be implemented to achieve this
purpose. "What if" reasoning (a feature by which the expert
system can work from a context modified by the user to produce
solutions suitable to the new context) is an especially
attractive facility that could be very valuable in training.

8ince the representation of facts, knowledge, constraints, and
rules in LOADMAN is natural, declarative, and object-orianted,
the development of the above-mentioned simulation and training
tfacility can be achieved easaily.

3.3.4 Enbanced Schematic Dlsplave

The camp layout has been identified as an important consideration
in the processing of some constraints. Hence, it is important to
display the campsite in as much detail as is possible. One of the
methods of display that is being considered is to provide a
graphic display of the location and icons made up of digitized
pictures to represent the various equipment. The user can select
and drag these icons to various positions on the screen to
specify the layout. These jicons will also be used to display
information about the corresponding equipment, when selected.

The icons can also be used to facilitate user input. For example,
they can be used to specify equipment that has failed or whose
priority has changed. Also, the display system could provide for
editing by allowing the user to connect and disconnect equipment.
Parts in the inventory could be represented using digitized
pictures to reduce the chances of an error. A "screen dump" of
such a display to the printer will be of great help to the
persornnel who make the actual connections in the field. Digitized
plctures of corract (and safe) connections at the
genarators/loads could be stored inside the computer and

displayed or printed. This will reduce misconnections and damage
to costly equipment.

The design of such a display system should be investigated.
System portability considerations are bound to rule out some of
the most popular high resoclution systems. But a good compromise
should be worth the effort made in this area.

Final Report 19 August 10, 1988

IS ML A N DRI DR KR DI OO I DIRRDLAKRLRM OO DRI DROK RN - X L4

' 'o& L@.’ :‘



}<‘

elm o d

SECTION 4
LOADMAN DEMONSTRATION PROTOTYPE

4.1 SYSTEM DESIGN CRITERIA

1 - 4.1.1 Nature of the Problam

¢ The nature of the problem to be addressed by LOADMAN ia one of
' constraint management and system optimization under those
N constraints. Example constraints are a) maximum power supplied by
' a source, b) maximum inventory that can be carried by a unit, ¢)
! maximum distance that can be covered by a cable, etc. Constraints
V can be divided into "absolute constraints" and "gituational
K constraints." Absolute constraints do not change with the

contaxt. For example, the maximum distance that can be covered by
X a cable is a constraint that does not change with contextual
' information like the criticality of the mission. Situational
o constraints may be brought into effect depending on the nature of
= the mission, operational state of certain equipment, and
K temporal, environmental, safety, or other considerationa. For
. example, the rated capacity of generators vary with the altitudae.
\ Situational constraints abound in a battlefield setting and the
0 success of the system hinges on their specification,
0 representation, and processing.

" The prototype development began with a discussion of various
power distribution and locad management scenarios that the system
o would be expectad to handle. A survey of technical papers was

_& then performed to consider thaese scenarios against raesearch
I already done in this area. Very little work in the area of
be generic scheduling systems that may be adapted to handle specific
ﬂ problems has been done. One reason for this is that the
_; complexity of the problem quickly overwhelms the designer forcing
L customized solutions rather than generic ones. Nevertheless, the
-& survey provided numerous pointers and suggested generic
N techniques for the design of an object-oriented, generic
R constraint representation and management systen.

%

N 4.1.2 Development Strateqy

ﬁ

ﬁ The LOADMAN Demonstration Prototype was daveloped using rapid
o prototyping techniques focused on helping the developaers assess
B the feasibility and importance of the features and functions of
, the expert system. Having a demonstration prototype serves a
'_? secondary purpose of improving communication of the concepts to
P, others. The rapid prototyping environment creates an atmosphere

where the consequence of faillure is low, thus, enhancing
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: productivity and creativity. The development objactives of the
R L,OADMAN demonstration prototype were, thus, directed towards
4 testing particular methods, evaluating the feasibility of certain
new approaches and features, and providing a realistic and
interesting simulation of the full prototype for review by the
Army personnel. These objectives influance the rapid prototyping
g guidelines by placing more emphasis on the development interface
) and proof-of-concept and less emphasis on performance and
e completeness.

Another important aspaect of rapid prototyping is intelligently
' bounding the scope of the application. The LOADMAN Demonstration
X Prototype can be thought of as a scale model and is, thus, a
4 partial implementation of the system. In order to achieve this,
W sacrifices were made in the areas of completeness, performance,
functionality, and interfaces. The epproach used to bound the
Prototype provides the ability to establish a modular development
! process whereby, orce the core functions are established, new
, functions can ba themselves rapidly prototyped, and once
' oparational, added to the core. In this manner, each dimension of
the full prototype, which is sacrificed originally, can benefit
from tha usefulnass of rapid prototyping as it is added. Thus,
the demonstration prototype provides an experimentation test bed
for developing the full prototype.

v

The strategy has been to keep the specific applications in mind
while trying to formulate generic techniques. Design stages were
followed with specific implementation stages to make sure that
the final solution will be relevant and useful. Thus, the system
has been designed to take into account various constraints and
recommend equipment and their placement for successful load
distribution. The role of the system will eventually span a wide
area, operating under different modes like 1) recommendation of
layout of power sources and distributors, 2) generation of
inventory requirements, and 3) dynamic balancing of power sources
and loads. The system could then be used for logistics support,
monitoring, prediction, reconfiguration after a field casualty,
and optimal matching of source and load requirements.

-

- *
2o oo

o)

However, the role of the system as described above is too big to
be handled in one step, preventing methodical design of lower
level subsystems. In order for the project to be immediately
useful, development of the demonstration prototype was made
concentrating on areas that will demonstrate the methodology and
feasibility of the project without requiring additional equipment
or interface to the power generation and distribution system.

e L

Fl 4.2 HARDWARE, SOFTWARE, AND INTERFACE

s 4.2.1 Hardware Selection

Since the logical conclusion of this project is to provide army
units with this computer system (so that dynamically develcoping
problems at the site can be handled), the hardware must be

TN o

G e
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inexpensive. Also, versions of the machine should be available
that could be carried and used easily in the field. Thus, the
project was developed on an AT=-class Personal Computer which is
the least expensive and portable machine that can support a LISP-
based obhject-orientaed delivery environment. A Color Graphics
Adapter "text mode" screen is used for displaying the layout of
the site because this offers maximum speed with minimum
frocelsing power. In this display mode, the screen is divided
nto 80 columns and 25 lines of character areas and only the
ASCII characters and symbols can be displayed in each of these
areas. The exact details of the Demonstration Prototype hardware
are as follows:

IBM PC/AT or 100% compatible with
MS-DOS 3.0 or higher
Serial port
Floppy drive
Hard disk (10 M available room)
Color Graphics Adapter and Monitor
5 MB Extended memory
Three-button mouse

4.2.2 Software Salection

For the purposes of expert systems development, including rapid
prototyping and testing, an entire development environmant with
debugging tools is a must. Thus, Golden Common LISP 286 developer
package and KEYSTONE (a hybrid expert system development and

oy delivery environment) were the software tools used. Decision on
ﬁ the software tools was based on the knowledge representation
o capabilities, sophisticated developer’s interface, and low cost
ﬁ at the time of delivery. In addition to frame-based

rapresentation and rule processing, KEYSTONE provides a versatile
windowing environment which provides the flexibility for trying

% out different screen configurations and display methods.

)

& Once the interface design, knowledge representation, and
N processing have been finalized, a few advantages of the
"y development environment could be given up for advantages in the
e form of cost, transportability, and more modest hardware

requirements so that the delivery environment is viable.

i 4.2.3 gysten Interface
The LOADMAN system interface is an advanced and functional

-g interface using windowing facilities and mouse and menu based
e selection and input. This is based on the windowing and menu
% facilities provided by KEVSTONE (the underlying hybrid
i development shell).

Y

X Apart from displaying a plan of the campsite, the interface helps
b the user create knowledge representations for a particular
m mission and associated equipment. Also, the interface allows the
& user to control the inventory of equipment used by a mission
o
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nsing menu-based instance creation facilities. For example, the
user can create a "TELEPHONE" instance using tha Inventory menu
and place it on the layout.

4.3 KNOWLEDGE REPRESENTATION AND REASONING METHODOLOGY

4.3.1 gQbject-oriented Domain Representation

, Object~oriented programming is an expert systems engineering

g technique where system components and their inter-dependencies

i are represented using "software" objects and slots within the

i expert system. Object-oriented programming also makes use of code

N ‘attached to objects to providae a highly modular and manageable

- inplementation. This approach is well-suited for modeling inter-
: relationships betwaen generators, loads, cables, etc.

‘ Definition of the domain objects is carried out through a user-
: friendly interface which is designed such that the system curator
need not have any special knowledge in the AI field. The
: knowledge required for this process consists of characteristics
4 of the components and their ralationship with other components.
_ Typically, such information is well known by the curator or is
@ available from specialists. This object-oriented approach to
o knowlaedge representation allows the knowledge base to be modified
) sinply by adding (or removing) objects and readjusting the
y associated links betwaen the new arrangement of constructs. Thae
advantages of object-oriented programming follow:

Natural way of representing knowledde. The system is modeled to
i axplicitly represent the function and relationships of individual
¢ system elements.

Adaptability. The knowledge base is inherently modular and does
not rely upon compiled knowledge, i.e., knowledge gathered from
0 previous specific scenarios and applications. This makes it
» easier to use the same knowledge base for different applications
oo and hence adaptablae.

. The knowledge base can be modified and
extaended easily to reflect changes. Also, the knowledge base can
be fine-tuned by refining the knowledge incrementally.

®=

e e

Vexifiability. Explicit knowledge, that is found in object-
oriented systems, is easier to verify because of the independent
nature of each "chunk" of knowledge.

-,

o

-
Tem T

T

4.3.2 Reagoning Mechanisms

Rule-based Reasoning. The reasoning process in this systen
combines factual domain information with the heuristics of the
human experts. Facts are independent pieces of information which
are best represented declaratively. Constraints are facts that
place a limitation on one or more domain objects. Heuristic

- e

-~ -
™ o e
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information, in the form of rules, use facts to generate
"intermediate facts" or infer conclusions and solutions. They
(the rules) are processed by an inference engine.

In this domain we envisage two sets of rules, 1) daependency rules
for genaerating situational constraints from situational
(contoxtual) data using dependency heuristics, and 2) planning
rules for generating the schedule using the collection of
absoclute and situational constraints and factual domain
knowledge. Figure 1 illustratas this concept graphically. Thase
rules may be further subdivided into rule-classes according to
their specific function. This structuring of rules improves the
modularity of the system making it easier to design, maintain,
and extend the system. In the demonstration prototype, rules are
: used in a limited manner, mainly to determine the violation of
O proximity constraints.

In developing the rule=bases one should recognize that rule
testing may be repeated unnecessarily if the rules are not
carefully programmed. Developing an efficient and consistent set
of rules for a complicated domain can be expensive and time-
consunming. This is where the above structuring of rules will help
in focusing rule processing and improve the efficiency of rule
processing.

» Some procedural components of the
solution process are handled using conventional programming in
the form of LISP code.

4.4 SYSTEM IMPLEMENTATION

; 4.4.1 LOADMAN Knowledge Base

: Since the LOADMAN system is object-oriented, all entities in the
| problem domain are raepresented using objects. Objecte are
* logically grouped into "knowledge bases." This helps tha axpert
system and the user locate and process the object easily. Objects
may be organized into hierarchies which helps classify them into
the various "types." For example, the "SOURCES" object represents
the class of cbjects that are power sources, such as "diesel
generators." Therefore, all power generator objects in the aystem
! would be below the SQURCES object (in the hierarchy).
Graphically, a knowledge base is rapresented using the names of
the various objects and lines between the names to specify the
hierarchical relationships. Several hierarchical relationships N
may exist in one knowledge base and some hierarchies na: extend
into other knowledge bases. See Figure 2 for an illustration.

S

-

The LOADMAN expert system has a system khowledge base called
"LOADMAN" that contains objects that store global information
3 (information that is generally applicable within the domain).
Thus, this knowledge base contains template objects rapresenting
most domain objects. These template cbjects have all the various
slots that are necessary to fully describe the domain object, but
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Figure 1. The Reasoning Process

Final Report 25 August 10, 1988

'l ‘0 'l,b'. "I "i A, "b '.I

|t v .
ORI QOO CUERIRIAGCICIRIRIOALR RSO0 e‘u‘ ‘l'..l“u‘ n‘.'\ ROO0 \'A't' X 'n‘n'\'.'l‘ K b"'l"'l‘ ’s‘ '|'
) o-0a. bkt Vot e b 04700 e 40 A0 47040 VoA e 4 b - SRty




At A Tt W e S Yt

SO-HiAH-TERTS
30 -HiAH-TENTS
110-HAR-TERTS

(PERAT ION-CENTERS

- - w

L I R R L ™

+ o o o PERINETOR-PRINEIY -G 2
* o RTETR-MMIMINHLEL

, o« LOND-PRONNE IV AL 4
1240 e oLOD-POREHETY-HAE-)
$1% = ¢ oLOADPEONINIIV-HLE 2

S DMV KL

UL 0-HUGIRERATORS
Q431 GRERATONS
24RO

FRDEER-PTHLIY-RAES ¢

LOAD -PRERIHEIYULES « (

SARCLS comemne (EKERATIRS <
TOH-0 9L
TRATES <

AT TEMAT
AU DLSHLAYS
AGBUARD - TEHATE

LOADMAN Knowledge Basa

b\ m.‘
- WLIPRDNE-2
- WO

= = {{S-R0R-{

= = {i5440010-2

MISSION«1 Knowledge Hasa

Figure 2.

Final Raport 26

U‘ i.t'

..... FOCR NOOON N Welo

LOADMAN Knowledge Base Structure

August 10, 19588

|
5

e S PN L . N
o‘,‘nf‘.v ".'l‘n‘l‘ﬁ'ﬂ!.‘b!Jl‘- _‘.r.‘l \'l‘n '.'_‘l'l‘b‘\',n“ -'0‘&"‘_".‘ l‘g‘i‘o‘o‘-"!o'.‘-’ ol

_— e




with none of the specific information filled in. In other words,
thoy are prototyplcal software objects that describe every item
that could be part of a mission (generators, radios, tents,
telephones, etc.). Examples of such objects are 30-~-KW-GENERATOR,
60-KW=-GENERATOR, 120-V=RADIOS, etc. The slots, along with default
values, will be inherited by specific instances when they are
created in various missions. The LOADMAN knowledge base is ona of
the knowledge bases shown in Figure 2.

4.4.2 Mission Reprasentation and Handling

The previouc section described the system knowledge bass,
"LOADMAN." Other knowledge bases are created as nissions are
loaded into the system or created afresh. LOADMAN his been
designed to model missions independently. Each mission willi be
given a mission name by the user and this will be used to create
a knowledge base and store mission-specitic information. The
details of the nission can be enterad by the user and saved for
future reference. The mission knowledge base stores different
kinds of information like the camp size, altitude, and the nature
of the mission in a structured manner. It also stores information
like the location of a particular load, power requirements of
loads, and their role (main, backup).

The Blackboard oObiect. An object of central importance in each
mission knowledye base is the Blackboard. This stores general
information that does not correspond to any one cbject that is
part of the mission. For exampla, the number reprasenting the
number of instances of a particular type of object and the
maximum number of such instances allowed are specific to one
particular mission but not to a particular instance. So, slots
named after the type objects are created in the Blackboard object
ind used to store the maximum number and the current count of the
nstancaes.

Other important slots in this object are:

PROXIMITY~-CONSTRAINT -~ This stores the proximity constraints
that are specific to a mission.

CAMP-SIZE - This stores the camp size in feet (e.g., Height:
200, width: 550)

DISPLAY~GRAPH - The value of thia slot specifies what value
to display on the "Overall power statua" graph., For example,
if the value is SHOW-USED then the graph represants power that
is used up by loads that are already scheduled against timae.

MISSION=START = The value of this slot represents a referance
number that indicates the start time of the mission. This is
usually 0.

MISSION=-END - The value of this slot represents a number that
indicates the end time of the mission. It is an integer that
represents the number of minutes.
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POWER=AVAILABLE - This slot stores the power availability
pattern. It is a list of lists with each sublist representing
a change in the amount of power availablae. The first item in
the sublists is an integer which represents the time of the
power change relative to the start of the mission. The second
item in each sublist represents the new power (in watts).

VIOLATIONS - This slot holds details of any violation of
constraints.

WARNING-FLAG ~ Flag that is set when constraint warnings are
encountered.

4.4.2 Inventory Repragentation and Handling

‘BEach pilece of equipment in the mission is representad by an

objact in the mission knowledge base. This object will be an
instance of a “t{pe" object in the LOADMAN knowledge base and,
thus, will inherit all 1ts functional characteristics from the
"type" object. Equ%rment "types" can be accessed through the
Inventory menu and instances created as necessary. Bach such
instance will also be a member child of the LAYOUT obiect.

The system automatically generates names for thesa cbjects by
concatenating a number (which is incremented every time an cbject
of a particular type is created) to the "type" object name. For
example, when the fifth instance of 115-V-RADIO is created, it
will be named 115-V-RADIO-5. When an instance is created, the
user is asked te place the object on the layout. This location is
stored on the object and used to position the object in the
Layout and Zoom windows.

Exanmple Load Instance. 115-V-RADIO-3 is an instance of 115-V-
RADIO and has the following slots:

ASSOCIATED-OBJECTS - This slot stores objects whose use is in
some way related to this instance. In othar words, this slot
represents other objects in the mission that have common
simultaneous constraints with this object.

CAN~CONTAIN-ITEMS - This is a flag which indicates whether a
particular lcad instance can include other load instances. For
example, a TENT (which is itself a load) can contain other
loads like TELEPHONES, etc.

INSTANCE-OF ~ This stores the name of the "type" object. For
example, the value here is 115=-V=-RADIO.

SYMBOL - Stores an ASCII symbol that is used to represent the
object in the layout. Hera, the symbol value is ‘R.’

VOLTS = Stores the voltage required by this load (e.g., 115).

LOCATION - Stores the location of th: object on the layout.
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PART-NUMBER = Stores the Army part number for this object.
Here, it would be AN/TRC=110.

POWER - Stores the power required by this load (in watts) for
the various operating states. For example, "OFF: 0 RECEIVING:
1000 TRANSMITTING: 4318" represents the power required by 115-
V=RADIO-3.

POWER-FROM = Slot stores the source from which this load
receives power (e.g., 60-KW~GENERATOR=-1).

PRIoﬁITY - Stores a number between 1 and 9 as the priority of
the load. Lower numbers denote lower priority.

" POWER-NEEDED - Stores the on and off times that is planned for
this load.

Exanple Source Instance. 60-KW-GENERATOR-1 is an instance of 60-
Kw=GENERATOR and has the following slots:

.CONSUMPTION =~ Slot stores the rate of fuel consumption, in
gallons per hour. Here the value is 6 gal/hr.

FUEL-CAPACITY ~ Specifies the maximum amount of fuel that can
be stored in the generator.

LOCATION - Stores the location of the object on the layout.

PART=-NUMBER = Stores the Army part number for this object.
Here, it would be PU/700.

POWER =~ Stores the rated power output (in watts) of this
source (e.g., 60000).

POWER-TO - Stores all load objects that this source provides
power to (e.g., 115-V~-RADIO~-3, TELEPHONE-1, etc.).

SYMBOL - Stores an ASCII symbol that is used to represent the
object in the layout. Here, the symbol value is ‘G.’

VOLTS - Stores the voltage at which this source provides power
(e.g., 416 V).

Other slots in the source instance object store methods to
create, delete, create-name, draw, undraw, display, etc. The
LOADMAN system supplies standard methods to achieve all this, but
the user is free to modify or introduce different procedures.

4.4.4 Layout Representation

Representation and display of the campsite is an important
feature of the LOADMAN system. This 1s because equipmant
positioning and interconnection plays a significant role in load
management planning and inventory planning. The objects that are
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used to represent such information are described balow. These g
objects are created for evary mission.

The Lavyout Objact. The objact that ties together all domain
instances is the LAYOUT object. This object has slots that .
specify various parameters used for reprasenting a campsite on N
the display. Also, all equipment instances (loads, sources, '
distributors, etc.) which are part of the mission are child ‘
objects of the Layout object. "

The Layout object has the following slots:

LAYOUT=-X~SCALE - This slot stores the scaling factor that is 0
used when the campsite is displayed on the screen. In other "
words, it is the number of feet that each character cell on 5
the screen represents - in the X direction (e.g., 10 "
fest/call). :

g
LAYOUT=-Y=SCALE - This is the scaling factor that is used in ':
the Y direction (e.g., 15 feet/cell), !
MULTI-ITEM~SYMBOL - This spsecifiaes the symbol that is used to

rdpresent multiple items that fall in the same cell in either )
the Layout or the Zoom window. o

POSITIONS = This stores all instance objects that are N
currently displayed in the LAYOUT window and their screen v
positions (rnlativc to The LAYOUT window’s origin). .

ZOOM=POSITIONS =~ This stores instance objects that are M
currently displayed in the ZOOM window and their screen N
positions (relative to the ZOOM window’s origin). e
.Q
.l

200M-X-SCALE -~ This slot stores the scaling factor that is
used for the Zoom window, in the X direction (e.g., 5
feat/cell),

¢
[}
ZOOM-Y-SCALE - This slot stores the scaling factor that is !
used for the Zoom window, in the Y direction (e.g., 8 p
feet/cell). e

Layout-panel object. The slots in this object store window- o
specific information about the Layout display. The various slots "

in the object describe the window’s color, barder width, methods 0
for window operations (such as create, delete, open close, etc.), ]
title, region, and the windows used as X and Y pan bars. W
. The slots in this object store window- Ry
specific information about the Zoom display. The various slots in ¢
the object describe the window’s color, border width, methods for “
window operations (such as create, delete, open closa, etc.), o
title, and region. The CELL-LOCATION slot stores the location of o
the Z00M area on the Layout window (in screen coordinates). ;
W
:3:
o:‘
HL.
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1«8 SYSTEM UTILIZATION

‘he LOADMAN system is window and menu based and is easy to use
tor the most part. Routines that prompt the user to add or delaete
information to/from the knowledge bases have bean created. These
111 insulate the user from the software details through the use
’f menus and specific questions about the item being updated.
[mportant system functions can be invoked using the main menu
vhich can be accessed from the LOADMAN icon. The main menu can be
accessed by placing the mouse cursor on the LOADMAN icon and
pressing the laeft button. A selection can be made by moving the
nouse cursor to a particular choice and releasing the button. The
LOADMAN icon and main menu are shown in Figure 3.

A8 mentioned earlier (S8ection 1.3), development of the
demonstration prototype was suspended due to gaps in domain
knowledge which made it very difficult to proceed with thae

completion of the prototype. The efforts were redirected into
establishing the general philosophy and the methods to be
followed in implementing a system of this nature. Parts of the
prototype which were implemented up to that point are described
hers to demonstrate that advanced (knocwledge based) computer
tachniques could be used to solve load management problems.

4.5.1 campaite Displavs and Inventory Manu

Two windows on the computer display will be used to display the
camp layout at any time. One of these will display a najor
portion of the camp at low resolution and the other one will be
used to zoom into a specific area of the camp. They are called
the LAYOUT and Z0OM windows respectively. These are shown in
Figure 4. The campsite layout display can be scrolled up and down
or panned left to right to examine the entire campsite. The
LAYOUT and 2ZOOM windows have been designed and implemented to
help the user accurately position the loads on tha layout. The
LAYOUT object stores the scaling factor of the LAYOUT window and
the 200M window, as well as thae screen positions of each object
drawn in the LAYOUT and Z00M windows.

The Inventory menu (see Figure 4) and the LAYOUT and Z00M windows
are very functiocnal. For exampla, all symbols on the LAYOUT and
ZOOM windows represent object instances and are mouse-sensitive.
Information about these instances can be obtained by placing the
mouse curscr on these symbols and clicking the buttons. Also,
instances may be deleted or their software object displayed etc.
More specific information on all these can be found in Appendix
A, "Tutorial/Demonstration Sheet."

LAYOUT Window. The LA:OUT window is designed to show a major
portion of the camp with very low resolution. It is also designed
so that it c¢an be used to pan around the entire camp. The
rasolution of the LAYOUT window can be modified by the user. The
user can mouse on any item in the LAYOUT window and bring up,
among other things, an explanation of the item. This gives some
key information regarding the item. Likewise, the user can also,
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Zoom| | DEMO Layout: Zoom = €218, 15)

DEMO Inusntory ;

Count X

<08@> 108-MAN-TENTS < D

<@2> 115-U-RADIOS <« >

0000000001805000104000280,00100404 <@2) 12e8~U-RAD10S < )
.u.l....lﬂ....l....ZB....'.... (02) BB-HQN"TENTS ( )
KB DEMO loadwed. CB82> SO-MAN-TENTS < D
» ‘ €02> MESSAGE-SEMDERS (¢ )
<01> OFFICE-TELEPHONES ¢ )

' <02> OPERATION-CENTERS ¢ »

Mouss process started... <@1> PATCH-PANELS <ea»
(083> TELEPHONES < )

n Figure 4. The Layout Window, Zoom Windew, and Inventory Menu
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delete the item, move it to a Aifferent location, or display the
softvare object that describes the item.

§ m e e L

. The ZOOM window is designed to show a small portion
of the camp at a higher resolution than the LAYOUT window. It can
be moved around and positioned on a small part of the LAYOUT
window (using the mouse). This allows the user to position the
equipment with greater accuracy by first moving the 200M window
to the general area and then indicating the specific position of
the equipment in the ZOOM window.

-

Menus. A major portion of the demonstration prototype is menu-

driven., This makes it very easy for the novice to learn to use

the system. When the LOADMAN aenvironment is initialized, a:
LOADMAN text-icon is created. The Main Menu can be accessed from
this icon (Figure 3). This menu has options to Create Mission,

Delete Mission, Change the current mission, and Show Inventory

menu for the current mission. In addition this menu has a Curator

option which allows the user to modify load and sources

information, and constraints. Figure 5 shows the curator menu

selections. All wajor mission manipulation functions can be:
accessed through this menu.

. - -

The Inventory menu shows the current count and maximums for each
siatam known to the system. Tha description of the ltems can be
either the part number or a "pseudo-name" describing what the
item is. For example, telephonas can be either "AN/TCC=73V2" or
WTELEPHONES." Each item can beé selected using the mouse to bring
up a menu of actions that can be performed in that itam class.
These actions are:

ADD: Creates a new item instance, asking the user to position
the item in the Layout/Zoom windows, checking to be sure the
maximum has not been exceeaded.

DELETE: Prompts the user with a menu of all known instances of
the item type. If tche user chooses one, it is deleted.

‘ DISPLAY: Displays the selacted item’s "type object' in a
window.

v . MAXIMUM: Allows the user to enter the maximum number of this

item type allowad in the camp. If the number is laess than the
: number currently positioned, the change will not be mada.
: Using this feature, the user can guard against inadvertently
} using more equipment than is availabla.

[y

4.5.2 gpecification and Procegsing of Constraints

j Proximity constraints. Proximity constraints allow the user to
| specify spatial constraints on the location of certa/n objects
‘ with respect to other objects. In other words, proximity
it constraints speclfy that particular load instances or all
instances of a particular load class cannot be closer or must be
Yy closer than a specified distance from another instance (or class

eI I B R

-
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of instancaes). For example, RADIOS must be closer than 20 feet
from ANTENNA-~1., Also, the perimeter of the camp can be a
constraint (e.g., RADIO-1 must be further than 50 feet from the
camp perimeter). The proximity constraints are divided into two
types: load proximity and perimeter proximity. These enforce,
respectively, load class/instance to load class/instance distance
and load class/instance to camp perimeter distance conditions.
Proximity constraints can be modified by using the "Curstor"
selection on the Main menu. A set of rules and associated support
functions were created using KEYSTONE’s inference mechanism and
the LISP language, which allows both pattern matching and LISP
function calls to enable the expert system interpret the
constraints. Some interface routines have been written to allow

the user to specify such constraints without any programming
knowledge.

Proximity constraints are used in Load Positioning (where the
system automatically decides where various loads should be placed
at the campsite) and Distribution Networking (where the system
decides where the distribution boxes should be placed amongst the
different loads and how the entire system should be connected).
See Saction 4.5.4 for an outlina. At this time, each load item is
checkad against the list of constraints. If it has a constraint
(either specifically thet instance (e.g., RADIO-1) or its claas
(e.g., RADIOS), its distance to the closest camp boundary is
computed and compared to the constraint (either for too low a
distance or too high a distance). If a violation occurs, the
instance and the constraint are storad on the mission blackboard
for eithar perusal ox later processing. A message is also
displayed on the screen. For load proximity constraints, the
process is the same, except the load must be compared to all load
instances specified in the other half of the constraint; for
example, "RADIO-1l must be closer than 10 feet to ANTENNA-1." In
this example, the RADIO-1 instance would be compared to the
ANTENNA-1 instance, their distance computed, and the distance
comparad to the constraint.

Simultaneous Constraints. Simultaneous c¢onstraints are
limitations/relationships that exist between loads such that
certain operational states are not simultaneously attainable or
are avoided by the operators. In other words, these constraints
represent load-state combinations that the expert system need not
provide for when planning power sources. For example, in a radio-
antenna combination, the antenna is not moved while the radio is
transmitting. Since both these functions (transmitting and moving
(tracking)) are costly in terms of power, the constraint
information that both of these cannot happen simultaneously is
useful for estimating the amount of power that should be planned
for these two loads.

In processing simultaneous constraints, the system calculates the
power that is used by related loads (in the example: the radio
and the antenna) in the various legal (allowed) operational state
combinations. The maximum power that is possible in any legal
load-state combination is taken as the amcunt of power to be
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resarved for these loadas. 8See Table 4-1 for an exanmple
calculation. Here 750W, corresponding to radio TRANSMITTING and
antenna ON, is the maximum power that can be taken up by the
RADIO-ANTENNA load combination and so the erpert system will plan
to provide 750W for these two loads.

- e  a— -

Table 4-~1

— v - o

Load-Instance/Operational-State Combinations
for Antenna-l and 1153V=-RADIO-1

ANTENNA-1 OFF  ON ROTATING
(OPERATIONAL=STATES) | (OW)  (50W)  (500W)

R s S A

115V=RADIO=-1
(OPERATIONAL STATES)

RECEIVING 100 150 600W 1
(1L00W) - 3
TRANSMITTING 700 750 NOT 3
(700W) LEGAL t

4.5.3 Primary and Alternate Powar Requirements

The first step in estimating the primary and alternate power
requiremonts of a mission or campsite is the estimation of
overall primary power under all allowable load/state
combinations. The overall power required by a mission/camp
depends not only on the loads that are part of a mission, but the
various operational states that the loads may assume in
relationship to one another. Such relationships help in
estimating the power requirements closely so that the smallast
power generation equipment that will do the job can be
transported and used. This is important in terms of efficiency -
because generators operating close to full load are the most
efficient, and also in terms of logistics where it is preferable
to transport a smaller generator if it is sufficient to fulfill
the needs.

S B

o

"Simultaneous constraints" are used to specify the relationships
described above and their specification and processing in Section
4.5.2. The use of simultaneous constraints in LOADMAN is menu-
based and straightforward. The user selects the load-instance/
operational-state combinations which are not "simultaneously
allowed," using various menus presented by the system. This
process is described below.
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Adding Simultaneous Consgtrainta. It is assumed here that the
"type" object of the load instance describes the various
oparitional states that the object can assume and the
corresponding power levels. If this is not the case, the user
- should use the "ADD STATE" selection from the menu which can be
S accessed by clicking the left button on the instance symbol
(e.g., "R" for 11%V=RADIO-1) in the LAYOUT window, and selecting
w WSIMULTANEOUS." The system then prompts the user to enter the
v name of the (new) state to bae added (e.g., RECEIVING) and then
T the power required by that instance while operating in that state
: (e.gg., 100 (w)). These prompts are repeated and the user can add
" more than one new state and their corresponding power. Typing
N "Enter" terminates this process of dascribing tha states. The
Y ocperational states can be specified at the "type" object level
+ (e.g., 1l15V~RADIO). To do this, one should start from the
inventory menu (where the various type objects are displayed) and

proceaed as described abova.

vl To specify that load=instance 115V=RADIO=-1 should not be
o transmitting when its antenna ANTENNA-l is tracking, the
‘v , following procedure is followed. Clicking the left button on the
. instance symbol (displayed in the LAYOUT window) and selecting
,ﬁj YSIMULTANEOUS" allows the user to access the "Add Simultaneous
S Constraint" sgelection. The user is then presented with a menu of
Ny legal operational states that has been specified for this load
T instance (ses previous paragraph on how to do this). In this

i case, these are OFF, TRANSMITTING, and RECEIVING. The system then
"y prompts for the other load instance and the user types in the
N name (ANTENNA-1). Then, the system presents the user with all the
o operational states that have been speclfied for this other load
instance (e.g., OFF, IDLE, TRACKING). The user can then select
n "TRACKING" to complete the addition of the simultaneocus
& constraint.

Deleting Simultaneous Congtraints. Deleting a simultaneous
constraint is performed by clicking the left button on a load

;; instance symbol (e.g., "R" for 115V-RADIO-1) that is involved in
e the constraint, selecting "SIMULTANEOUS" and then selecting
o "Delete Simultaneous Constraint." The user is then presented with
(N a menu of operational states that have besn described for this

instance. Once the state (involved in the constraint to be
deleted) is selected, all the constraints associated with that
state are displayed as a menu. The user can select the constraint
to be deleted.

bower requirements calculation. Calc-max-simultaneous-
power is the function that performs the estimation of the maximum
simultaneous power required. When called with the name of the
mission knowledge base, it returns the maximum power (in Watts)
that should be allowed to meet the power requirements of all
loads in the mission. It begins by grouping all loads related by
a particular simultanecus constralnt together and computes the
ma¥imum power that would be required by each group under all
allowed combinations of loads/states. All group requirements are
then totaled giving the overall power requirement.

Jisial Report 38 August 10, 1988

AR MM MM M 0 M (X ML M M ML Y WL MY R W M ML DAL WA IALME WA WA A MW P OGN TI T A AV P TG e Y



4.5.4 Load pPositioning and Distribution Networking

The placement of loads and distribution boxes and their
N interconnection using cables is also another area that is
- considered for automation by the LOADMAN system. Heuristics on
' load placement like "It is weight and cost efficlent to locate
heavy power consumers (loads) close to the power sources, thereby
reducing or eliminating the need for feeder systems and
additional cabling," would be used to solve this problenm.
Clustering techniques which scan the layout (once the loads have
baen placed) to determine load concentration areas, can be used
to determine the placement of distribution boxes so that minimum
cabling would be used for maximum coverage with minimum power
loss in the cables. '

During load positioning and networking, the proximity constraints
are also considered becausé they specify spatial conditions that
should be observed, like "MESSAGE-SENDERS should not be located
closer than 20 ft. to the perimeter of the camp."

Use of Proximity constrajints

Load clustering. Scan-layout is a routine which has been written
to cluster loads that have been placed on the campsite. It
examines the campsite in strip-like sections (using a step-size
supplied by the user). It scans two adjacent strips at a time
making sure that load instances in an adjacent strip (but close
0nou?h) are not ignored during the clustering process. This
routine is called by supplying a horizontal step-eize and a
vertical step-size which are judiciously selected based on the
amount of standard cabling that is available. For examplae, if the
desired cable length from distributors to loads is 50 ft., then
the length along a diagonal would have to be 50 ft. So the length
(and breadth) of reach that could be attained by a single
distributor is (50 <~ 1.414). Since a distributor could be placed
in the center of all the loads, tha cluster size could be twice
the length/breadth raach (2 x (50 <+ 1.414)) which is approx. 70.7
ft. So a convenient step-size would be 70 ft. (rounding from 70.7
ft.). This allows the scan-layout routine to divide the campsite
in 70 ft. x 70 ft. sections and identify the clusters that fall
into such sections. The scan-layout routine raturns the cluster
information as a list of lists. For example,

( (TENT=1)
(OPERATION=CENTER=-1 TENT-2 TENT=-3)
(115V=-RADIO~1 115V=~RADIO=2)

;tc.

)

would mean that TENT=-1 is all by itself. OPERATION~CENTER-1,
TENT-2, and TENT-3 form another cluster, while 115V-RADIO-1l and
115V=-RADIO-2 form a third cluster.
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'inl:_nx_n:nxfminx,nnnl:rninnn. As nmentioned before (Section
"4.5.,2), proximity constraints specify conditions on the placement
of lo&d instances. The user interface for specifying such
constraints is through the "CURATOR" selection on the main menu.
One of the selections in the CURATOR menu (Figure 5) is "Add
Proximity Constraint." When this is selected, the usmer is
presented a menu with the choices: PERIMETER (for constraints
involving the perimeter of the canmpsite) and LOAD (for
constraints involving other load instances). When "PERIMETER" is
selecied, the user is presented with a menu of ‘type" objects
(e.g., OFFICE-TELEPHONE, MESSAGE-SENDERS, etc.). MESSAGE~SENDERS
i - - im selected to add a constraint involving message-senders. Next,
4. . the user is presentsd with a menu having the following
L selections: THISOBJECT, CHILDREN, PARENTS. The user can select
e THISOBJECT if the constraint is to be applied across all

; instances. For example, if all message-senders should not be
placed closer than 25 ft. to the perimeter, then THISOBJECT
‘should be selected. On the other hand, if the constraint applies
to only one message-sender (way MESSAGE=-SENDER-1), than
"CHILDREN" should be selected to display all the instances (in
the form of a menu). Now MESSAGE-SENDER-1l can be selected as the
only instance object for which the constraint is valid.

Now the user is asked to enter the operator that is to be
applied: < (less than) or > (greater than). To specify that the
MESSAGE~SENDER cannot be closer than 25 f£t., the user should type
< (less than). Next the system prompts for the distance which is
25.

The constraint has been specified and can be used by the systen

while performing the placement. From the CURATOR menu, "Delete
Proximity Constraints" can be selected for delating any
previously specified proximity constraint. As before, the ]
specific constraint type is saelected (LOAD or PERIMETER) and then ]
the particular object is located (from the type objects and !
THISOBJECT/CHILDREN/PARENTS menu). Once the particular object has

been identified, all proximity constraints of the selected type

are displayed in the form of a menu. The user may select the
constraint to be delaeted.

4.5.5 Load Scheduling x

This feature of LOADMAN is aexpected to change, and haence it is
not fully implemented in terms of the user interface aspects. The
basic idea of load scheduling is that the usar should be able to
spacify continuous and periodic loads that could be allotted
spacific time slots by the aexpert system. Thus, the user would
spacify that a particular load needed "5509 watts every hour for
half-an~-hour throughout the entire mission."

During discussions with contact personnel at Ft. Belvoir, it
became obvious that the ability to represent and use periodic
0 load specifications was not necessary as most loads were
N continuous or "on-demand." Hence, the emphasis was shifted to
areas other than load scheduling. However, step 7 and 8 in the
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-~ Demonstration/Tutorial Sheet (Appendix A) explains the procedure

..in detail. In short, planning of load schedules is done
-algorithmically by matching power avuilability and power
requirement patterns. Options are generated for each load,
ranked, and the best option is selected.

.ﬂ' L de - 3o

-
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SECTION 5
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS f

Computer assistance in the areas of power generation and ,
distribution planning, and load management is a necessary elemant W
g of achieving increased mission efficiency and reliability and '
e : reduced risk to personnel. The recommended way to achieve such .
o computerization is by the use of an expert system designed wso .
‘that it operates well under normal as well as adverse conditiona. ;
Under adverse conditions it should be able to maintain a level of
performanca that is as good as the operating conditions will D
‘allow. In such situations the system may have to drop some loads
or operate othar loads at reduced powar. Since thase decisions
could have major ramifications on mission success, the system

will have to be designed according to wall-defined Army policies '
and procedures.

5.1 CONCLUSIONS v

TAI has investigated the feasibility of applying expert systaems .
technology to generator-based power sgystems management. Based on
its initial research effort in this area, the project team found

that the use of such technology is indeed feasible and that its 8
potaential benefits are considerable. .

Some conclusions from Phase I are: X

1. Some kind of action is necessary to keep the powver %
generation and distribution systems operating efficiently,

g
reliably, cost effaectively, and safely and to reduce .
damage to equipment.

2. Expert systems technology 1is appropriate for building a

computer-based planning and control system to achieve the 1
above purpose. The flexibility of expert system techniquas §
in handling variations of a problem (different types of v
missions, failure scenarios, etc.) is a definite H
advantage. ¥

3. Object-oriented programming techniques (a part of expert 1
systems technology) enhance the flexibility, extend-~
ibility, and maintainability of the systen.

4. Heuristics specific to a particular mission are easily
included.

5. The proposed technology and methods promots modular system
development and incremental development/implementation.

R
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5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

Arriving at the above-mentioned conclusions, the project team
worked on .he conceptual design of Phase II activities. Section 3
of this report incorporates the results of this effort. The
projact team also formulated the following recommendations:

1. Plans for Phase II development are discussed and the
expactations are realistic. The final system will be
beneficial to Army units in many ways.

a. chovor, a number of steps described in the report (see
Section 2, "Domain Analysis and Findings") must bo taken
to successfully develop and deploy the envisioned systenm.

¢ A body of knowledge should be formed that is derived
from the thnorr of power gaeneration and distribution
systems. This is necessary because the current domain
does not have an sxpert who is substantially better at
solving the problem(s) (as gathered from Army comments
and reports).

o Standard practices, in the areas of load shedding and
load scheduling, should be established which could than
be followei and monitored to ensure the safe and
reliable operation of power distribution systems. This
is important because it is impossible to design a
decisiori-making system without a definite idea of what
decisions are desirable under specific circumstances.

¢ Davelopment of the LOADMAN expert system should be
performed in two stages = planning (off-line), and
monitoring and control (on=line),

3, Stage I should concentratae on sdpecifying equipment,
establishing policies and proceduras for backup equipment,
and establishing priorities for the various loads. Then
the system should be built to plan inventory requirements,
configure the eguipment, perform load shedding when
necessary, and perform duty oycle scheduling for heavy
periodic loads. Thus, Stage I would result in an off-line
advisory system that will be very useful in its own right.

4, Stage II should extend the system built in Stage I to
produce an on-lina, autonomous system that performs system
monitoring, load management, and control. New hardwarae in
the form of sensors and control circuits would be required
at this stage to make the expert system as autonomous as
is practical,

The LOADMAN project offers a significant opportunity to
successfully implement an on-line expert aystem that can handle
power genaeration and distribution problems. While further
resolution of many questions is required, the completed work in
Phase I clearly demonstrates that additional work in this area is
highly desirable and would provide major .onefits.
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APPENDIX A
LOADMAN Demonstration/Tutorial Sheet

1. Load KEYSTONE as normal

2. Load LoadMan:
2.1 (D “C:\\LOADMAN") * or "p:" {f on network
2.2 (LOAD ‘LOADLM)

2.3 (LOAD-LOADMAN)

3. Load mission DEMO:
3.1 Start mouse if not already started (press <Fl>)
3.2 Left-button on LoadMan window
3.3 Choose "Load Misaion"
3.4 Choose "DEMO" from list of missions

4. After loading, explain screan:

4.1 LoadMan Window == upper right corner of screen
Left-button on this window to show Main options.

Create Mission ;Creates new mission

Delete Mimsion 1Clears mission from memory
Load Mission tLoads mission from disk
Save Mission ;1Saves mission to disk

Show Inventory tDisplays the Inventory Manu

Change Active Mission jChanges the currently active
mission (for multiple
missions in memory
simultanecusly)

4.2 Typescript Window =-- Blue 4~ or 5-line window:
User entry, error messages.

4.3 Prompt Window =- Grey 1-line window at bottom:
Prompts for user entry, explanation of processing
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Explain mission screen:

5.1

5.3

Layout Window: Shows coarse view of camwp layout, and
component interaction. Grey pan bars show X & Y limits
of screen in feet.

Zoom Window: Shows detailed view, with 1limited
component interaction. "2oomed" location (in feet) is
shown in title of Layout Window. The actual area is
highlighted in the Layout Window.

Inventory Menu (may have to left button on the LOADMAN
icon to show) shows all known mission componant types,
the current count umed in this mission, and the
s ucifiéd maximum number which can ba used in this
mission.

Exercise system:

6.1
6.la

6.1b

6.1lc

Layout Window:
Item Explanation

Single item:

Left button on a G to display explanation about the
Generator in a temporary window. Click anywhere to
make it go away.

Qvexlapping jtems:

A "+ indicates overlapping items or items that are so
close that they cannot be displayed separately with
the resolution of the particular screen.

Left button on a "+" to display a list of overlapping
items. Choose one for explanation. Click anywhere to
make it go away.

Moving the Zoom Window

Right=button inside Layout window and the Zoom window
will move to that location. Any items inside the
region will be displayed in the Zoom window.

Scrolling Layout Window

WILL NOT SCROLL QFF QF CAMP,
Right button on left border. 1Scroll South
Left button on left border. $1Scroll North

Right button on bottom border. ;Scroll East
Left button on bottom border. ;B8croll West
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6.2 Zoonm Window:

6.2a Item Explanation

Left-button to explain item (single/overlapping
items). Same as in Layout window.

6.2b Moving the zoonm window in the layout window
Laeft button on left border. ;Move North
Right button on left border. ;Move South

Left button on bottom border. (Move Weat
Right button on bottom border. ;Move East

6.3 Inventory Menu:

6.3a Add an item
‘ : Left button on an item type (TELEPHONES)
L Click on ADD when the menu appears.

‘ Position item in the layout window by
Do clickinz left button at desired location.
e Position item in the zoom window by clicking
at desired location.

6.3b Delgta an item
Left button on an item type (TELEPHONES)

Choose DELETE when the menu appears.
Choose specific instance (highest numbered
instance ~ the one you just added).

6.30 Move item to a different location
- doesn’t work yet

- doesn’t work yet

- doesn’t work yet

6.3f Display a class item (GKIP THIS FOR non-Al users)
Left button on an item type in the Inventory menu.
Show slot comments, bring up child instances, etc.

6.39 Change Maximum

Left button on an item type (TELEPHONES)

Choose MAXIMUM when the menu appears.

Enter the maximum numbaer of instances allowed (4). }

Show that the maximum number (on the inventory
menu) for telephones is 04 instead of 00.

At this point the number of telephone instances in
the mission is 4 (the max allowed).

Try creating a telephone (use ADD - 6.3a).
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7. Demonstrate Scheduling:
7.1 (moda 6) 1Go to the graphica screen.
_ (Generate-schadule ’demo)
B Upper window shows Power Used
” : Lower window shows Power Reguired by load
E being scheduled i
pisplay BLACKBOARD ocbject in Kb DEMO.
Show FAILED-LOADS slot to show that some loads were
not scheduled.
Yyou can also display Power Available in the upper
W vindow -
‘e To do this, get to the DISPLAY-GRAPH slot on the
N BLACKBOARD objact (being displayed) and change the
2 (Generate-schedule ‘demo)
ﬁ Ve show load requirements specification: j
o 8.1 Display 120-V-RADIO-1 cbject and get to '
) POWER=NEEDED slot.
N VALUE: (5509 0 3600 1800 3600)
® Her the first numbar, 5509 (Watts) is the powaer ,
" neded for that load. 0 is the start-time within each {
e petiod and 3600 (1 hr) is the end-time within each
b period. 1800 (1/2 hr) is the duration for which the
i lod must be scheduled. And the last 3600 (1 hr)
& dentes the period,
Sothe radio will bae scheduled every hour for a half
o hor anywhere within the hour,
Js
K 8.2 Ge to the SCHEDULED slot to show how this was
o sceduled.
o, VALUE: (0 3600 7600 ...)
- Hire we can sae that the radio was scheduled at 0
o secs, 3600 secs (1 hr), and again at 7600 secs atc.
)
i 8.3 Show the power needed as a graph ...
.::1 (W
N Xaxis: 0 - all of mission .
:, (Graph-load ‘120-V-RADIO-1) ;Graphing a periodic load
R, Click left button to closa,
-3‘ (Giapg-load '50~MAN-TENT=-1) ;Graph of a continuous
o oa
W Click left button to closa.
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