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I. Introduction

On 9 February 1944 a Wehrmacht lieutenant stopped the Nazi
vice governor of Galicia and his adjutant on a street in Lvov.

"Are you Doctor Bauer?"” he asked. "Yes" came the response.

"Good, }ou're the one I need!"” Several well-aimed shots rang out

and Bauer and his assistant lay dead in the street.!

The two Nazi officials had become the last official "kills"
of perhaps the most famous Soviet special operator of the Great
Patriotic War, Nikolai Ivanovich Kuznetsov. Fluent in German,
Kuznetzov volunteered in 1941 to operate behind German lines.

For almost two years (August 1942-March 1944), he masqueraded as

"Paul Siebert”, a lieutenant in the German Army. Together with a
small group of specialists, Kuznetsov operated in and around
Rovno and Lvov. Officially he is credited with six
assassinations of members of the German hierarchy in the Ukraine.
In addition, he seriously wounded the Gauleiter of the Ukraine
with an antitank grenade and kidnapped General Hermann Knut of

the Wehrmacht (for later trial and execution). Ukrainian

nationalists eventually tracked down and surrounded Kuznetzov in a :@
. g Xy

a forest outside of Lvov. He killed himself (and several would- n §:
. - \‘l'v

be captors) with a handgrenade. For his services to the Soviet :?

Fatherland he was posthumously awarded the highest Soviet uy“a;;s o

Avall and/or oy
ist Special "y
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Kugnetzov was-in fact a member of a composite special
operations group known as "Pobediteli" (the Victors) under the
f command of Dmitrii Nikolaevich Medvedev, a Colonel of the NKVD
(Narodnij EKomigsariat Vnutrennykh Del or Peoples Comissariat of

Internal Affairs). Soviet sources describe this group as a

-

—w
-

e

"detachment of special designation” (otriad spetsial’nogo
naznachenjia often rendered as "Spetsnaz” in the West). ?

- -
-

Medvedev’s group was an example of a unique organization that

;s

operated independently in the German rear.

Recently, articles on Soviet "Spetsnaz" forces have abounded

i

i
;

in Western military journals. However, many of these analyses

. T
"

- " T

rely on a limited number of Western sources. The unfortunate k

result is a one-dimensional view of the threat Soviet special

operations forces pose to the rear areas in any future theater

’ conflict. Western studies have tended to focus on Spetsnaz as an
" organizational entity, but a more complete picture emerges if we
. examine the nature of Soviet special operations themselves.

1 Contemporary Soviet special operations can and will be conducted
by a host of forces and agencies to include the KGB, GRU,
Airborne and Air Assault forces and Naval Infantry. The study of
¥ special operations as opposed to special operators establishes a
4 useful context for those who must understand the threat. An
example of the difficulty posed by concentrating solely on

analysis of "Spetsnaz" forces is the Soviets’' own ubiquitous use
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: of the terma. The term " Voiska spetsial’nogo (or osobogo)
. naznacheniia"” (Forces of special designation) has wide usage in

o Soviet works. It has been used to describe special engineer

:m ‘ formations, armored trains, special radio-technical units and

:&: , experimental formations as well as special operations forces.

)

3

E& For a more accurate picture of the Soviet potential for

3? special operations if is necessary to examine the nature of those
§ﬁ operations in a Soviet context. The Soviets are very much

g; creatures of their history (especially their -ilitaiy history),
5% and higtorical analysis provides a valid means to examine the

A‘ current nature of Sov§et thinking on special operations.

g; Historical analysis also enables the commentator to tap a wealth
%Q of open-source Soviet materials. These appear in the form of

%s memoirs, local histories and even fiction; when pieced together,
;&, these sources provide valuable insights into the nature of Soviet
fé special operations. This examination of special operations from
g: a Soviet historical perspective illuminates key aspects of the
fg' current threat.

;r

sg ITI. Institutionalization of Spe Operations

it

;. The Soviet Union had a rich history of special operations

;': “

", prior to the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. Special
N operations forces were employed with success during the Civil

! War, the campaign against the Basmachi in Central Asia and the
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ff’ Spanish Civil War. In most cases, these forces were composed
either of party cadre, of politically reliable personnel or of
troops recruited directly from the security organs. The

it fledgling Airborne Forces, which were organized and employed in
. the 1930’s, were in fact called Battalions and Brigades of

Ay Special Designation.4 Their primary role was to assist in

ng translating tactical success into operational success through

"diversionary” actions in the enemy rear areas. ¥ The rapid

ﬁ§. development of aircraft and parachute technology provided

gﬁ ilpartant means for inserting special operations forces in the
gi' enemy’s rear areas and keeping them resupplied while they

i$§. conducted extended operations. The wealth of experience gained
%? by special operators during the Russian Civil War (1918-1920) and
iﬁﬂ especially during the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) was to pay
%& high dividends during the Great Patriotic War. Many of the

ﬁg participants in these earlier conflicts reappeared in 1941 in
}ﬁs i-poftant special operations roles.*

B

${ The purges of the late 1930’'s had a devastating effect on
;% the Red Army in general and left it unprepared to deal

ﬁ? . effectively with the German attack in June 1941. 1In addition,
% the ferocity and rapid tempo of the German offensive did not

;; allow the Soviet High Command the time to employ many of the
Z;} "~ doctrinal concepts which evolved during the 30’s. However, the
555 value of special operations in disrupting the enemy rear never
5% diminished.
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;y: The adhoc solution to placing reliable special operators in
g the eneay rear for diversionary activities and reconnaissance
f%p ' involved the formation of NKVD Destruction Battalions

¢ . (istrebitel’nie batal’oni).? The core of these units came from
W the numerous NKVD border units which bore the initial brunt of
M the German attack. As the units were bypassed, they were

transformed into diversionary det;ch-ents'for operations in the

:$$ German rear. In many cases, they maintained radio contact with |
ﬂﬁ) the Armay or Front in whose sector they found themselves. In some
;53 instances, these units formed the nuclei for evolving partisan
%g‘ detachments. Their operations att;acted local patriots as well
?&; as Red Army soldiers who found themselves isolated in the German
}m@ rear areas. In all cases, these units had a high percentage of
E#g’ Communist Party and Komsomol members, and their leaders were NKVD
ﬁg officers. Through the use of these "stay-behind" forces the

$§ Soviets were thus able to establish politically reliable special
ég operations forces in the German rear very earlx in the war.

i

5& The Destruction Battglions fulfilled a very important

E%E transitional role by keeping special operations in the German

ﬁi‘ ‘ rear "honest”, that is, by fulfilling a political role which,

;; from a Soviet perspective, was as important as the purely

??: military role they performed in support of the Red Army. In

1S short, they bought the time necessary for a more organized

0 OO [)
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recruiting and training effort to support future special

operations. _ -

" This effort began almost immediately with the onset of war.
. Beginning on 27 June 1941, the NKVD began formation of special
My operations units in Moscow. Two brigades were initially formed
: at the Dinamo sports stadium and then reformed and reorganized

N into a "Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade of Special Designation”

v »

ﬁa (Otdelnaia Moto-strelkovaia Brigada Osobogo Naznachenia or as the
kL .

2$ Soviets refer to it, OMSBON).®* The OMSBON was a unique

2.8

‘ﬂ organization in the Soviet force structure with a variety of

\".7

Wy missions:

B0

Wy

R .+ .cooperation with the development of a massive partisan

ﬁﬁ movement; assistance to the party-soviet underground; deep
iﬁ' reconnaissance; ascertaining plans of the German command;
Y] assistance to the Red Army by means of reconnaissance,

g' diversionary activities and combat actions; disorganization
N of the German rear area; counter-intelligence operations;
.# and acts of retribution against Hitlerite butchers or

! traitors to the Soviet Motherland.?

.m. .

A

1‘::

‘; The NKVD provided the initial OMSBON cadres. Whereas the

W' destruction battalions were formed around a core of Border Units,

ﬂf the OMSBON-also drew on personngl from the internal security

:ﬁ forces and the NKGB (Narodnyi Komitet Gosudarstvennoi

g Bezopasnosti or People’s Commissariat of State Security).!® The
?{ cadres and commanders of the OMSBON had similar backgrounds. 1In

general, they had served in organs of State Security through the

e Civil War and the Spanish Civil War. As a result, they brought
W

& 6

()

..‘.

NOGHGOL AR YU VNN L BOOAS DANSOO00 DO X AR A NS AR NRARARI A AGACSOAO I X XXX y 00
TR R ot N N s R AT X K R K T S SR e DR SO ORI

i




to the OMSBON a common special operations experience. Many had

organized and fought with partisan detachments and underground

~ - w aa

organizations, some had been involved in the early experiments

T o

with parachute forces; all had the political requisites essential

-

to the Soviet cbncept of special operations in the enemy rear.

e
-

N

To make up the body of troops that would be employed on

PO

special operations, the NKVD recruited personnél with special
N qualifications. From Moscow, 800 athletes, including some of
" world-class standing, were assimilated. Radio operators,

] linguists, demolitions experts, pgrachutists and even "anti-

. fascist political emigrants” became part of the organization.
i The commanders and political officers were selected from

Communists of the highest standing. By the fall of 1941, the

P

OMSBON had a general strength of 10,500 personnel organized into

two regiments along with separate companies for supply, engineer,

communications and parachute services. The troops were task

organized into subordinate units for specific operations:

o~

‘-

i 3

- Independent detachments (samostoiatel’niye otriadi) for
action at the front (1000-1200 pers)

- Special detachments (spetsotriadi) (30-100 pers)

- Special groups (gpetsgruppi) (3-10 pers)

‘ R T
- KA

\ In fact, the most important role for the OMSBON was to act
as a special operations training base.!! Numerous schools were
‘ established to provide instruction in demolitions, radio

. operations, parachuting and reconnaissance-diversionary

7

]

4
)
'
L}

;
b e eIt XX 0‘ LR AU h" X0 .. ety l"'\‘ofl‘c‘\'o‘l‘ KRNSO



activities. Personnel would rotate through the schools, be
organized for specific missions and infiltrated into the German
rear area. As part of the training process, OMSBON personnel
after completing their training would normally be attached to a
division or regimental reconnaissance unit for "practical work"
prior to being employed on unilateral special operations. The
result of the training process was the creation of a body of
personnel of known political reliability, who were combat-tested
and who combined a high degree of physical stamina with the

ability to operate independentiy deep in the German rear.

The establishment of the OMSBON reflects‘Soviet recognition
early in the war of the need for institutionalizing the
recruiting, training and organization process for developing
personnel and units capable of conducting special operations.
More importantly, the OMSBON stands as an example of Soviet

recognition of the utility of special operations themselves.

III. Nature of Soviet Special Operationgs During the Great

Patriotic War

As noted above, the characteristics of Soviet special
operations underwent evolutionary change during the course of the
war. At the outset, a lack of trained personnel and the general
confusion of combat dictated the adhoc nature of operations.

The destruction battalions provided a short-term solution to the

o w” N g » e L Wy @) W d, hat e s %S0
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problem. As 1941 drew to a close, numerous partisan
" organizations began to form around the core of the destruction

W battalions and party cadres located in the German rear. The

E? immediate objective of the Soviet High Command was to centralize
;; control over these partisan organigsations and thus insure that
g? partisah operations were directed toward specific political and
§§° military goals in the overrun territories. The establishment of
’g. the OMSBON was one manifestation of this development. |

o7

: : -

;" Beginning in August 1941, special operations'detach-ents

‘g‘ were inserted both by aircraft and by ground infiltration. One
E; purpose of these early infiltrations was to establish contaet‘
.~' with partisan organizations. A second, perhaps more important
.m mission was to gain experience and recruit likely operators for
EE future operations. For example, D. N. Medvedev at the head of a
;$t spetsotriad (special detachment), conducted a "raid"” in the

55* Bryansk area lasting from August 1941 to January 1942.:% During
;~E the course of this operation, Medvedev’s spetsotriad helped

;é organize local partisan activity. By the time he returned

3& through friendly front lines to Moscow, his detachment had grown
%Q to ten times its original size. These personnel provided cadres
‘55 for other special operations detachments.

:

ié During the course of the Battle for Moacow in the winter of
:§ 1941-42, special detachments were used for a variety of missions.

o Ski detachments conducted reconnaissance and diversionary

i O
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activities, covering distances up to 60 kilometers per night. 13

W, Special detachaents reported on locations of German reserve -
Y units, airfields and POL and ammunition dumps. They also

N conducted raids on several corps and division level headquarters,

g; destroyed stretches of railline and ambushed vehicle columns.

W These operations were generally conducted in support of frontal

e forces, i.e., armies and divisions. The growing nuaber of

a; special operations detachaents and groups found immediate

Ea employment, and, in fact, requests for such units were submitted
éﬁ to the NKVD and sometimes directly to the OQSBON itself.t¢ In
.. this way, the spetsotrjadi and spetsgruppj filled gaps in

;ﬁ regular army formations for reconnaissance and diversionary

&: activities.

o

ﬁh The establishment of the Central Staff of the Partisan

iﬁ Movement in May 1942 added impetus to the expanding role of

‘é- special operations organizations.!®* The Central Staff had the
§§ mandate to coordinate partisan operations to insure they

,%: supported the objectives of the Supreme High Command. The

SE special operations groups became the tool used to accomplish this
;* mission. Trained personnel were parachuted into the German rear
?Q, areas to link up with partisan detachments. These personnel

r. established the organizational infrastructure to insure that

;5 partisan operations supported frontalvoperationn. "Organigation
?: groups” normally numbered 10-25 personnel and consisted of a

" co-iander. coamissar, deputy commander for reconnaissance,

3
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2

1$> radio operator, medic, demolitions instructor and others.!¢ The
wa groups provided radios and trained operators, organized logistics
ﬁg support and provided politically reliable leadership for the

;%E ' groups. Representatives of partisan organizations sat on the

ﬁgi A respective military councils of the fronts and armies in whose
ﬁﬁi areas they operated; this insured a measure of cooperation with
ﬁ$§ Red Army operations. In addition, as the organizations matured,
:Nﬁ "osobie otdeli"” (special sections) were created at all levels.!?
3&& The oscbie otdeli were normally manned by NKVD special operators;
:&3 they acted as political oversight organizations in the partisan
é§ formations. By the summer of 1942, with the assistance of the
§£§ NKVD special operations detachments and groups, the partisan

;ﬁﬁ groups and their operations (especially in the all-important

:?iﬁ areas of the Ukraine and Byelorussia) had achieved a higher level
§~3 of sophistication; communications with Red Army units and the

Ega Central Staff had been established, requisite political control
§# existed and aircraft routinely infiltrated the enemy airspace to
»$& ferry logistic support and personnel to the groups.:?®

o

®

e As the partisan movement was brought more firmly under

;ﬁ: centralized control, more special operations groups were being
&ﬁ~ trained for the conduct of unilateral operations. These

Ew— ' operations were directed by the NKVD against deep targets either
fﬁ' inaccessible to partisans or requiring special skills to

i?{ eliminate. Kuznetsov's activities in the Ukraine exemplify this
;f type of operation. Kuznetsov himself was recruited into the

i"s,‘ 11
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OMSBON in 1942. Following training and some combat experience
during the Battle for Moscow, he parachuted with a small
detachment into the Ukraine to link up with Medvedev’s group.
Similarly, other detachments, groups and even individuals were
infiltrated into the German rear. Some were used to gather
intelligence on the "nationalist” (i.e. anti-Soviet) partisans
operating in the Ukraine. Others, like Kuznetzov, had
assassination missions; some were dispatched to infiltrate the
German Abwehr [intelligence] training schools or otherwise
conduct deep reconnaissance. These groups also specializéd in
"black operations”, that is using the unwitting aid of the
Gestapo to eliminate "enemies of the state” out of reach of
Soviet authority.!®* These unilateral operations were controlled
by the 4th Department of the NKVD, and as a rule involved no
contact with local partisan organizations who continued to

operate in support of Red Army units operating in their areas. 29

The role of the NKVD grew in 1944 with the disbanding of the
Central Staff of the Partisan Movement in January. The 4th
Department of the NkVD assumed many of the functions originally
attributed to the Central Staff. As a result, intelligence
operations assumed a significance at least equal to combat

operations; this was especially manifest in support of the

Byelorussian Offensive in June 1944,




As the Red Army continued its offensives to the west,

vy, special operations groups were diaspatched ahead of it to link up

KX

ﬁi with and in some cases assume leadership of "fraternal"” partisan
3& V organizations operating in Slovakia, Romania, and Poland. For
g& : example, between August and October 1944, 14 such spets‘ruggi

k& were parachuted into Slovakia to assist in the uprising there. In
3& addition, Soviet partisan organizations themselves "raided"” into
Eﬁ; Slovakia from Poland and the Western Ukraine to fight the "common
g.' eneay”. The Ukrainian Headquarters of the Partisan Movement

;ﬂ coordinated the provision of arms, ammunition and demolitions to
5; indigenous partisan groups. The Main Headquarters of the

§“€ Partisan Movement of Slovakia was established with an experienced
%T Soviet partisan leader as its head. The NKVD presénce throughout
%ﬁ' these operations remained significant. The groups parachuted

kﬁ into Slovakia and Poland are identified in Soviet sources as

§§ "operational-chekist groups of military counterintelligence”.

gg A The partisan organizations operating in Polagd and the Ukraine

?¥ were dominated by NKVD personalities. 3!

R

é; The operations in Eastern Europe drew on the entire Soviet
wa experience of three and half years of war; activities spanned the
;ﬁ: ‘ entire gamut of special operations to include reconnaissance,

é& . organization and supply of partisan groubs. combat operations to
ﬁﬁ include unilateral direct action, counterintelligence and

" political infiltration of nationalist movements.
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IV. Conclusion

This has been a very brief look at some of the unique
aspects of the development of Soviet special operations during
the Great Patriotic War. Through Soviet eyes these operations
assume their own unique character and significance. A host of
materials exists describing these operations; however in many
instances they are subsumed under the rubric of partisan
operations. The reader has a difficult time sifting "special
operations” from "normal"” partisan activities. The Soviets in
fact rarely make a distinction between the two. In their
approach to special operations, partisan activities are an
integral part of an entire operational whole in the enemy rear
area. The most important aspect of Soviet partisan activity was
centralized political and operational control. The experience of
the Great Patriotic War shows the utility of reliable special
operatqrs to eatablish and maintain that control. With such
control, partisan operations become "special operations," since
the units are executing combat missions and conducting
reconnaissance in support of the Qonventional military formations
and, in some special cases, the Supreme High Command.

The value of examining the historical aspects of Soviet
special operations is understanding that they did it, and they
did it extensively. Articles in the Soviet press discuss in

detail such aspects of speciai operations as command and control,

14




logistics support, reconnaissance, tactics and cooperation with
foreign partisans. Some easily recognizable terms also appear in
the context of discussing historical experience, for example,
"wars of national liberation" and "internationalist duty”. More
extensive study of the Soviet historical experience is required
to fully understand the Soviet perspective on sﬁecial operations,

for that is largely how Soviet perceptions are formed.

It is also instructive to look at who is writing about
partisan operations. For example, the moat prolific Soviet
writer on partisan operations in the Great Patriotic War is Major
General V. Andrianov, now a Doctor of History. He began writing
as a Lieutenant Colonel with the first issues of Voenno-
Istoricheskii Zhurnal (Military Historical Journal) in the early
60’s. Oleg Penkovskii in his papers also refers to a Lt Col
Victor Nikolayevich Andrianov as the GRU deputy in the
Directorate for Foreign Relations of the State Committee for
Coordination of Scientific Research Work. In addition, "V. N.
Andrianov" co-authored a bock published in 1974 titled Voina v
tylu vraga (War in the enemy rear). Finally, Victor Suvorov in
his book Inside Soviet Militar telligence lists a Major
General V. Andrianov with the simple notation "Spetsnaz”. Since
the ranks of these personalities match up over time, it is
probable that these are all the same Andrianov. Another good
example is the Soviet author of a i982 article on the OMSBON,

L.A. Studnikov.2? Studnikov was, in fact, the chief of the
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$ﬁ: political section of the OMSBON as an NKVD Lieutenant Colonel.
\”i Following the war he aerved as the Deputy of Special Bureau

M

.!"lt

]$§« (Spetsburo) No. 1 of the NKGB responsible for peacetime sabotage
:’ﬁ"’

}&3 and assassination.??

D)

'

Y

gﬁ: These examples point out the necessity for serious study of
;‘I'Q.

\$ﬂ Soviet partisan operations for clues to modern application. The
'vx A

XW% Soviet special operations threat is a real one. Our

Sy

'&gt understanding of it is a function of the depth of research and
:.)')‘I .

ﬁ%. analysis applied to understanding Soviet perceptions of such

e operations in the past as well as the present.
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Izvestiis
11 Noavember 1921

THE GENERAL, A SON OF A SOLDIER

As 2 member of 2 desant team and a2 paraschutist. the penerzl e
more Lhan marginally acquainted with the naturse of the local sk,
And now. a2fter looking threoueoh the window at the Clouds whick

Fiave beaen nainted by the sun. Fs said that 4t wonlo

"And todzee there dg 2 ovaded shooting withh live srelle,
The rain will hamper visibilite.  But that s even hether,!

He didn’t beoin to explain why it would be better. Ohviously se
decided that this must be obviows:  4Ff vou learn Rhow Lo shoot in
had weszther, then in'powd.ueathew Vol Wt Mise. T wa2e 1n Hae
affice wherse. among the oortraits of oreat military 1s
there hang & oortrait of Suvorove withoot vezlizang ot f
Ackhialov in hie narration about the 1ifs of naratroopeve o
the caitation traditionally made by military men of Suvorou’g
Famous dictum: "Difficult in training, easy in battles " Raogeuse,
I dicn’t hkesr this even once. PRBeing accustomed Lo counting om
the guilck rezction and sharopness of others. ke liberated khas
1deas from superflaosus worrds. He wae not anclined o evalyee
theme to 2 known truth. Lastening and answerino, fe Looked ki
Tonversation pavtrner riobt o in the eve as 1Ff summomaing motusd
AL RS A

achevrs,

4.

“TF 1t iz vot 8 secvaet, " he asked e st the Lime ws mac
Sur . Acgquaintancs,. Mat whose initiztive did vow come 4
vacalved an order Lo vecelve vow, and Ioam obheving it

The initiative was personal: it arose unexpectedlv st the siobt
aF Tome vere vound Hen Ln militare unifoesms witn Mz fo and

lieutenant colanel shoulder boards wheo wers unfuerisdlo
Aawn R Mosoow steast. At that Moment 3 thouohth suodode
e thet pervhane therse werse alveady generale wbao wers bBoern

LA ST ST vyt e b vy bl o ggbmdl e et e ey oy

Mewetamers writs a2bogt the soldiers and officerse of todeen moucres
and telaecigion oportr
yrctbrervea, nephews, Neloakbor kice, It de nmnamely in b
A goldiser o afficers that 2 genevaliced g conavet s Lemoe
wodavie malatary man, the ouardian of the Fatherland, apy 3
betors ug. Love £or senior Tommandses and millitare leaders wbino
zwve sxperienced the school of Five duvaine the war s univerasal.
Bt we kow lese abougth the orowing olase of commarnse
replacing them than we’ d libke and ouckt to know., Thee
ranlanements are, withogt 2 cdoonbt, owoettive bt owhed mva LRal-
craracteristiacg?  What iand of tezainirnge hawvs thew had? Wath Loaee
Mo desire Lo meet A general o who Raod Besn forn aftee e Grasd
Fatriotis Ware df. andesd. thers was one. beoame stronoasr, The

mer bt Foy omane oof e Lhawe are

[
oy
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next davy 1 owags off Hov the reoion where Guards GenesrzleoMazior V.a.,
Achalov was serving: he was born 13 Novewmber 1945, .

"Ag v Tan ses, Yladislav Alekseevich. there is no
sexzret .

He acmitted witthh 3 smile that he gtill hadn’t ootten used Lo the
uniform of 2 general. alithowoh it was alresady the second vear
that he fad Heen wearing it.,  Qubtwardle ke locked hie zcoe. He
Fad & laroe. open faced  frog it one Could easily owess hzs mode,
Thogse dave that I spent with Him his face maghly male, friendls,
sometimes peneive and striot: but 2t could also e sesvers, wheEn
it sesmed that one Look Freaom the genveral oould achall Yhe soud oof
one wham e was diressing down with oan even volce.  He 1s of
average heioht, broad-shoulderved. snd his carefully fitted
tmiform emphasizes the strenpth and solidity of his hode,

Thaera ave welghts in his office a2nd a2t home., zand one would
imaoine that they ars not there simoly as interior decoration.
Althount ba cooouniled an dmoovtant position. Ackalow kas nod
Forogotten bthe wawy ta the stadiuvwm. the ovsnasium. the pocl. o the
ski slones. He is able ta oo puch of what 15 regodived of 2 voung
aaratracper.  He kEnows kEarate. Enife throwing. and can use =2
sapper shovel . He has made chazens of narvachute jumps,

But there wae 2 time. the most unpleasant time 1v Achalov’s

rannd lectiong, when bthe cdoctors doubted that he would vamain oz
combat parateocper CoMmmander. Foyr seversl months there wss no
talk =zt all 2f jumping - ke had to learn Lo walk all over again,
first o orutoches. then with 2 cane. Hogever,. hise unhappinsss
Waa an e way reflected in Ris behavior: ke sufferec in gilavoe.,
M had mastersd the experievce of hEving conteol over hameeif
From chiladbood., when he often forced Rimseld Lo do wihet e diden T
want to do, but what wes necesesre Lo do,

T will shoosw v My Reemeland, . Achalow szid,. Lesading = to
5 large wmap of Eurasiz that aleost covered tme whaolae wail
Mgy, 30 Lilometers northeast of Kazan’ . sueroundant e T
settlemente 16 our willazaoe Atamusk. Ffounded e Roas:

1y e hieae aF Temn ol

ot omy

LBV meReants

: g Ty by L,

HMe 15 the elidest of bthe children. si in 511 -~ Arpees brothere smoo
thee g1staers, Fiam savliest oma ldbeost b owag oallasd aoon, 23
the dute of the e#ldest son. o beelo fg wother and father. =&
Fivet-oranup invalid of the war, He wganted uhat 210 ok ldven
wEnt., but he gave himself the riokt to plavy oames, have Sun, raess
anly after the houge wase hezted. the oounoer ohaladren wars o
2l chresaec, and the Bunory ordes and bubbuat of the Barnveesd
catt La and Fanl wers aguinestaed, Tha soklool wzs L anotkar vl ]l s
It was =10kt kilometers of bBad road to eaeach 1t g1 Bllometers
23 tbhe oy FLA Ran. thlok ud, anow, Fragh - oo 3l Ract

e an, Tt wamg a2t +het time. 3n hog esviv wvoortE, thet me fesvoaed
“




encduwrance. There is no rdisk of bheing mistaken in stztino that at
that time those gqualities of his natuwre. which werse later noted
in military testimomiale. were molded? ssricousness.
comsczientiousness. rasolutaness. steadfastness in wordk and in
masterine knowledos. As a rule, energetic activity is peculiar

Lo suwch natures. in any ocareer. includine the armav, But why drd

ke prefer the armu?

By nature the man i1s Frank and sincers: in bis oonverssztions with
me Uladislavy Alebseevich himself tried to understand whs or what.
divesztle oo ndivectle, Anfluenced his chaice of profession. i
father? Hardlyv: in fzact, more o the contrarv. 28 hig own
militare Lot should bave arisnted Bis son towarod some obbeee
peaceful ooounation. Aleksel Afanas ‘svichk returved Ffrom the
fromt early, in 19243, serviously woundsd in the ars, neck. and
legr even now not a2ll the shrapnel has pbeen removed. He dicdn’t
like to tall about the war: if he did sometimes recall it. then
it was hasically about its cruelty. and in this thevre is nothine
attractive for 23 child’ s mind and haart., But it i ot
excentional that the pain expsrienced by a2 ohild foorr iz Father e
aottds gave Lhself aver Lo hisz congsoclousness and Lairad b
Foundation For his oravitation toward the army.  And. of Course,
Books plaved a role as well. as digd films. with their Revoss From
the Soviet Army. bhearers of Russian olory and homor,

"o otecting myseld 1o Lthouwohkt inta the Foture with childbooo
frrienda. T mogt often ezu mveelf in a3 military z2spect.
Fradestination?  But T don’t belisve in Fate. since bhelisd in 1t
regirires oblivion to o aone’s own Anterssts: v intevest an Lhe arme
arew stazdilv. Last vear T went 4o gee my father 1n wv nenesal’‘s
unzfoarm - mv mother died ten vears apo. o reported to the olo
soldrer., the dommander dearest o me, chanoed. and went o the
miver.  Nothino aguite brinos up mepmories g does 1te emell.  Newt
o 1t 3 wabsvr-meadows ang Ffovests whioh oross

into the taioa.
Wkt rare heastto) I admirve ift. but 2t some moment I cstoh mesels
Witk tba Fzet fhat b 13z not the sves of a8 san who goent bos
chilabhocer avet wouth Reve, ot the 2
aaratroapey that are aaziag at all s beaoty, The Faive-tsla

dzoame suchten ]

of o onrofaceronal

tarralry Of Fuerane Paunlhines s

dine of 2 Laroa degant wve moas
ik, T oas metter to ulcden the osotured beadose

-
Fauey mreay

doan e

e

divaectiov af The Fovest. wkla e Feam Bme divaet o oF e mancton

o+ i

ot gt tentior shoelad e oilven to the defenes.. . Dow raade o
cuvas mugeifd For switahiing from s vamant s vilew o’ omilitave-
tapogravhic e, hut T o mM2ansos to ozl meseld - 7w 3 milatary

bitl
Man., and, Lheratore, @ and thoogbts ave 1a bhe st of
& militare man.,  n thes

shores w,v ooal o dn 1afe ook shape."

if

Iy 19243 e envaliss 1n the Fazan’ Tant Sokhenl,  Svavothing uas
new tiom mam o~ Baevacks, clothes, Foood, the drill o saguare. oross-
cound s eunning,  angd ecuaneent, tactics. and Fire alagsses,

Commanas and orders whlch did not allow For drscussion., It wvas
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o s Fanr with o heee Fivat dgmn,

diffroult for 211 the new men: for a few 1t was bording. bat for

Mim it was interesting. Some oob odizzv by the exhaust wipe of =2 .
tank., hbut forr RiiW the busning of oroceseed oil weae lLike the aroma

af perfume,

Faoulationg basically oid noet lismit his freedos Lo think. Lo
exbibit and satisfy his curiosity. Ha realized that a «odern
afficer without knowledos 1e 2 tank withowt aeveor, Ags 3F obeving
a1 order which he gave to himeel ., he profitable mede uwse of the
pevgonal time 3t his disoosal. He vecsived exzellent ovades o
wach of ki ooursss, Mz Pnd ReEliMe 8 CorMumnm L
et LR TR e tedd Lzt Yhe o

e He oracuation
ag MLl aroanizmatiomal
rhilities. He oan sarve 838 8 pers nnal gxamplie For the execution
af any assionsd task."  Having praduated the school in 19246 as 3
lisutenant, he accepted a nlatoon Ffar to the weset of Ka*mn’ and
mads 1t an excellant, e, Thres vears later he was 3 -
lieutenant entrusted with 2 caomMpany. His personzl recora nobed
shat. "he corvectly anderstands the naturs of #odern battle, The
comMpants is ready o carry out its combat miszerlon., He e wortiee

2f he1ano sent For o stody a2t the Tank Treoom Mulitser dacocdsee

From 19270 ke was & student of the command denartrent of the
academy.  Moscoow 15 wondzefol for ogvervense: bowsver. 1t precents
more than a Few temptations. But on the strength of Ris Yoeder
tar MimeelfY of long 2go. be spent his time profitable.  In
reference to Rz trainine as commander of 2 tank hattailon: MHe
corvactly wses exTellent thaoreticzal knowledose in oraohd

Al whanbe
He hae olven 2 oreat dezl of kelp to the battalilon commanaes in
LAapvraving the treaining process Aand v planning and oaveving out
crmbat 2nd political trainine. He Rimself hae comoested ol as
with mattalion staffz and Sommanders of CORDANLES. DLERRoMES. mnd
subunttsz at = Fiok methodolooloal level . The ftire was
appyozching For kle b vaceivs Rils nexdt pramobion - e
n o kie craduation certificozte 1t was oaoted that. Yhe s

time to wealuste the unfolding
pabe 2 owel!=Founded declelon. 2o cbo oseonte 1t T the cummes
af 197T ke ovaduated Feom SR acsdeey and deecided Lo me roest Lo
e sant bo the Far Eazet.
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mavatroagers ., The owewd SsuerDenmaed Fole aned jenees

A1l M owaant o out of Lot ittt o hankie, Magsgerh b o

wrhor mpes cath Wt b what gesmacd ah hmd moment 2
sentaioe Lo Achalowe:? e wme Fit., Me wrae then summonet Yo the
comeandEr oS Ble paratoranners hiiesaelf, Thise  menmtmanctas

tesnidon Wit the o

FRi1al tread
the desant units wers cubfitted with new ar4ored @ouaneent 2o,
gt ore, affiraerg whn PR Lank @aunerLanad Wt e
wuae N reagan ho e sEerid of navachatear
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concluded.,

And whis time the sharo conflict between “want” and "need" did
nat arise. The captain aoreed and was soom of £ in 2 southern
dirvection to become Jdeputy ocommander of a2 oaratroocper Lraining
unit. He taught others. and he himself learned. He took 2
liking to parachute jumping. N the oround ke learned what he
previously oid not kEnow. and what ke did know he associated with
naew specifications. In the spring of 1974 Achalov was oromoted
to maior and ke was named comymander of this unit.

MNow ke was not ot of touwch with the winged infantrvs ke wuas
mroadd of the uniform,. the emblem. and the sions. Theve aroase 2
tndenenrdent of rank, were 211 similarly ggual before the
parachute. Achalov studied the war and postwar experience of
desant tvronns, researched the principles of their ovossible use
and madern factors influencing the success of operational and
cstratecic operations in the deoth of the enemy rear.

Hie wame acguivred sven dreater authority among professionazl
paratraopers, and in Mav 1975 he became the commander of a
parachutse-desant ragimdent. He cznably lec desant lavcinos aay
anel naght, in foarssts angd swamnsg, worked ot the caphure of
bridges. orossings., railroad dunctions and communication centess,
airfields. populated areas. and ather targets. A vear lzatsr he
was & lisuvtenant colomel.  In an attestation summing un kise fwene-
vear command of the paractutz-desant regiment. the concleasion was
mads that “he 13 avopropriate for the oocupied pasition. He 13 3
pramisineg officer who is woerthy of 8 hioher post.”

Ang saom after he was acdvanced to 2 Rhigher post and confilvemed 1
Moscow.  From tihis armrival in the capital there beoan the sedesl
‘g

wrdoh o wanlod oive Cause for paratroopers ta talk shout Achalow

DEPSoME]l Churaoe.

Tt is wncderstaos Shat the snetialty of 3 oarztroopey 13 Tovnedtad
ittt rizk and danger. but at that time thers oaccurred »rot 3

carachubing svint CEhey 2re vare aromo BRratvoomara Y, hoet paehiaee

movesed mooident . At one of Mosoow /s dntersectiong C1n Fronm of

b MecloR' ) diteyae Actrlov o was. theve suodenlv oann
ittt coesets slabs. The dvrver was not able to brake, and &

el lisdion Qold ke Reard, The dootors egstablizhed that fig rooabt
thiot. leo. 2nd kheecan bad been shattered.  There £ollowsd 2
complicated coeratior whdoh lzeted severzal hours. The lec uas
srret thed ot Forr o2 Tomg time oy a8 special device. A Ralfemeter
chrome rod was introcdzes bheauehk Hme Bone Marrow g0 that b
Bovte Foaeoments would enit topether properlyv. In time this was
sanlaced by ointles., Several weaels nassed befovse e ooaldd Reoin
o move his fYoes and get arcund om orutches with metal n has
e, But the saratroovevd goulad beoin Lo talk about Ackalone's
Preauery much later whaen kaving potten cid oF the orutores,. cane,
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and pintles. he obtained perMissiom from the doctors to make a
parachyte jump. He landsd on his left leg, still afraid of his
rioht one. Even now he only JjuMos on his left leg. “"T'm
resigned to reflex. When I et up in the morning I stand up on
My left leo." I saw hiM in the poal. and the entire rioht side
af his baodv 1is desply scarred,

He gets up earlv and returns hore late. A1l his time with the
troops and evervihing he doses is subordinate to 23 #ain purpose -
to be in constant combat readiness. Today is &8 firing using live
ammunitison from uns drooped many times from ziroraft. The vain
worgsens visibirlitv. but this 1s for the hetter... One eveninag
when circumstances kent him for 2 long time at the staff he sadle
said that he cCouldn’t help noting that his son would reach draft
ag2. "He is six vears old now. I leave and he is still
gleeping. I return and he is already sleeping." It is ocaod that
Larisa Favliovna is oot 8lwavs busy at wark for the whale davs she
teazhes at the local institute for higher mathematics., and is =
candidate in mathematical sciences. She 13 a8 native Muscovite,
Ste patizntlv mears 211 the inconvenience and bBurden oFf 2 nomadic
life2  after all. they kaven’'t staved in ome place For morse Lhan
two wvears., There was a8 move after the accident. In kis new
position Achalov was prodoted Lo colonel abhead of schedule.

After that hise circle of duties and missions became even wider.
and ke executed these suwozssfully, so that in 1980 he was
oromated o General-Maior.

I have had manv mesetings with his commancders and subovrdinates.
Thev are a2ll of one opiniont Achalov/s rather rapid advancement
1N the service was based unon his knnwledoe, enerny, and
efficiencv,. We refrain from such terms as “"comsmang calling”.
"oiftt. and "talent”, for these can onlv be Ffullv ahgevvea in &
military sman duraing a8 war. We oo not wish for this, ot we
shoulad alwavs ke veady for 14, Therefors, our valiant. prav-
headed marshals and admirals are carefullv trzininge revizcements
who are capable on anv dav and ]2t anv Peur Lo railse reoiments,
divigioms. and Formations in defense of the Motherland.

Tt remMains <or g Ho note that Yladislav Alebgsecich Achalov 13
"ot e wounoest gererzl din bthe Soviet Arme,
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