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" FOREWORD

This document describes the development and field testing of a trial bat-
tery of newly constructed predictor measures for evaiuating the potential per-
formance of Army applicants. The research was part of the Army's current,
large-scale manpower and personnel effort for improving the selection, classi-
fication, and utilization of Army enlisted personnel. The thrust for the
project came from the practical, professional, and legal need to validate the
Armed Services Vocatinnal Aptitude Battery (ASVAB--the current U.S. military
selection/classification test battery) and other selection variables as pre-
dictors of training and performance. The portion of the effort described
herein is devoted to the development and validation of Army Selection and
Classification Measures, and referred to as "Project A." Another part of the
effort is the development of a prototype Computerized Personnel Allocation Sys-
tem, referred to as “"Project B." Together, these Army Research Institute re-
search efforts, with their in-house and contract components, comprise a land-
mark program to deveiop a state-of-the-art, empirically validated personnel
selection, classification, and allocation system.

EDGAR M. JOHNSON
Technical Director
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DEVELOPMENT AND FIELD TEST OF THE TRIAL BATTERY FOR PROJECT A

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Requirement :

Project A is a large-scale, multiyear research program intended to improve
the selection and classification for initial assignment of persons to U.S. Army
Military Cccupational Specialties (MOS). A comprehensive set of job perfor-
mance measures are being developed to assess the validity of the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) and a set of newly developed experimental
predictor measures.

This report describes the development and field test of the newly devel-
oped predictor measures.

Procedure:

Initial work concentrated on the development of a theoretical approach and
research design to effectively and efficiently accomplish the research objec-
tive: the development of new predictor tests and inventories that would com-
plement the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), primarily by
measuring abilities that would be valid fer predicting soldiers' job perfor-
mance but were not measured on the ASVAB.

Early activities inciuded a large-scale literature review, the collection
and analysis of expert judgments of the validity of tests and inventories iden-
tified in the iiterature review, and the construction and administration of a
Preliminary Battery of "off-the-shelf" tests and inventories. These activities
served to direct the development of new predictor measures toward those abili-
ties that seemed to hold most promise.

Three major types of new measures were developed: paper-and-pencil tests
of cognitive ability (primarily in the spatial ability domain), paper-and-
pencil inventories measuring temperament, bicgraphical data, and vocational
interest variables, and a set of computer-administered measures of perceptual/
psychomotor abilities.

These new measures were developed in an iterative manner. The measures
were subjected to three pilot tests with revisions occurring between each pilot
test. All the measures were then coilectively administered in a field test and
final revisions were made.

During the pilot tests and the field test, several analyses and evalua-
tions of the new measures were made. Score distributions and various types of
test reliability were computed. The extent to which each new test or scale
measured an ability not presently measurad by the ASVAB (called uniqueness)
was determined. The way in which the new measures related to each other and
to the ASVAB subtests was analyzed. Investigations were made ot the effect
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of practice and idiosyncrasies of testing stations on computer-administered
tests. The effects of faking on the temperament, biodata, and vocational in-
terest measures were also investigated.

Findings:

The intended objectives of the research were realized. The newly devel-
oped predictor measures were shown to have adequate to excellent psychometric
properties {(that is, sufficiently large score distributions and acceptably high
reliabilities), to be relatively unique (that is, to measure abilities not mea-
sured by the ASVAB), to be not unduly affected by practice, and not largeiy af-
fected by faking in an applicant-iike setting. Also, preliminary methods for
detecting and correcting for faking were shown to he effective.

The final set of measures, called the Trial Battery, contains six paper-
and-pencil, cognitive ability tests, 10 computer-administered tests of percep-
tual/psychomotor ability, and two paper-and-pencil inventories containing over
30 scales that measure temperament, biographical data, and vocational inter-
ests. The entire battery requires about 4 hours of time to administer.

Utilization of Findings:

The Trial Battery will be used in the Concurrent Validation Phase of
Project A. Soldiers' scores on the Trial Battery will be compared to their
scores on job performance criterion measures (also developed by Project A) to
evaluate the validity of the Trial Battery and to evaliuate the extent to which
it improves the prediction of job performance over that achieved by the ASVAB,

viii
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DEVELOPMENT AND FIELD TEST OF THE TRIAL BATTERY FOR PROJECT A
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OVERVIEW OF PROJECT A

Project A is a comprehensive long-range research and development
program which the U.S. Army has undertaken to develop an improved personnel
selection and classification system for enlisted personnel. The Army’s
goal is to increase its effectiveness in matching first-tour enlisted
manpower requirements with available personnel resources, through use of
new and improved selection/classification tests which will validly predict
carefully developed measures of job performance. The project addresses the
675,000-person enlisted personnel system of the Army, encompassing several
hundred different military occupations.

This research program began in 1980, when the U.S. Army Research
Institute (ARI) started planning the extensive research effort that would
be needed to develop the desired system. In 1982 a consortium led by the
Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) and including the American
Institutes for Research (AIR) and the Personnel Decisiors Research Insti-
tute (PDRI) was selected by ARI to undertake the 9-year project. The total
project utilizes the services of 40 to 50 ARI and consortium researchers
working collegially in a variety of specialties, such as industrial and
organizational psychology, operations research, management science, and
computer science.

The specific objectives of Project A are to:

o Validate existing selection measures against both existing and
project-developed criteria. The latter are te include both Army-
wide job performance measures based on newly developed rating
scales, and direct hands-on measures of MOS-specific task perfor-
mance.

e Develop and validate new selection and classification measures.

e Validate intermediate criteria (e.g., performance in training) as
predictors of later criteria (e.g., job perfcrmance ratings), so
that better informed reassignment and promotion decisions can be
made throughout a soldier’s career.

o Determine the relative utility to the Army of different performance
levels across MOS.

o Estimate the relative effectiveness of alternative selection and
classification procedures in terms of their validity and utility
for making operationai selection and classification decisions.

The research design for the project incorporates three main stages of

data collection and analysis in an iterative progression of development,
testing, evaluation, and further development of selection/classification
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instruments (predictors) and measures of job performance (criteria). In
the first iteration, file data from Army accessions in fiscal years (FY)
1981 and ‘1982 were evaluated to explore the relationships between the
scores of appliicants on the Armed Services Vocaiional Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB), and their subsequent performance in training and their scores on
the first-tour Skills and Qualification Tests (SQT).

In the second iteration, a concurrent validation design will be exe-
cuted with FY83/84 accessions. As part of the preparation for the Concur-
rent Validation, a "preliminary battery" of perceptual, spatial, tempera-
ment/personality, interest, and biodata predictor measures was assembled
and used to test several thousand soldiers as they entered in four Military
Occupational Specialties (MOS). The data from this "preliminary battery
sample” along with information from a large-scaie literature review and a
set of structured, expert judgments were then used to identify "best bet"
measures. These "best bet" measures were developed, pilot tested, and
refined. The refined test battery was then field tested to assess relia-
bilities, "fakability," practice effects, and so forth. The resulting
predictor battery, now calied the "Trial Battery," which includes computer-
administered perceptual and psychomotor measures, wiil be administered
together with a comprehensive set of job performan.c indices based on job
knowledge tests, hands-on job samples, and pe-formance rating measures in
the Concurrent Validation.

In the third iteration (the Longitudinal Validation), all of the
measures, refired on the basis of experience in field testing and the
Concurrent Validation, will be administered in a true predictive validity
design. About 50,000 scldiers across 20 MOS will be included in the FY86-
87 "Experimental Predictor Battery" administration and subsequent fivst-
tour measurement. About 3500 of these soldiers are estimated for avail-
ability for second-tour performance measurement in FY9].

For hoth the concurrent and longitudinal validations, the sample of
MOS was specially selected as a representative sample of the Army’s 250+
entry-leva2l MOS. The selection was based on an initial clustering of M0QS
derivea from rated similarities of job content. These MOS account for
about 45 percent of Army accessions. Sample sizes are sufficient so that
race and sex fairness can be empirically evaluated in most MOS.

Activities and progress during the first two years of the project were
reported for FY83 in ARI Research Report 1347 and its Technical Appendix,
ARI Research Note 83-37, and for FY84 in ARl Research Report 1393 and its
related reports, ARI Technical Report 660 and ARI Research Note 85-14.
Other publications on specific activities during those years are listed in
those annual reports. The annual report on project-wide activities during
FY85 is under preparation.

For administrative purposes, Project A is divided into five research
tasks:

Task 1 -- Validity Analyses and Data Base Management
Task 2 -- Developing Predictors of Job Performance

Task 3 -- Developing Measures of School/Training Success
Task 4 -- Developing Measures of Army-Wide Performance
Task 5 -- Developing MOS-Specific Performance Measuras




The development and revision of the wicde ariety of predictor and
criterion measures reached the stage of extensive field testing during FY84
and the first half of FY85., These field tests resulted in the Fformulation of
the test batteries that will be used in the comprehensive Concurrent
Validation program which is being initiated in FY85, .

The present report is one of five reports prepared under Tasks 2-5 to
report the development nf the measures and the results of the field tests,
and to describe the measures to be used in Concurrent Validation. The five
repoirrts are:

Task 2 -- "Development and Field Test of the Trial Battery for
Project A," Norman G. Peterson, Editor, ARI Technical Report
739, May 1987,

Task 3 -- "Development and Field Test of Job-Relevant Knowledge Tests

for Selected M0S," by Robert H, Davis, et al., ARI Technical
Report in preparaticn.

Task 4 -- "Development and Field Test of Army-Wide Rating Scales and the
Rater Orientation and Training Program," by Elaine 0. Pulakos,
and Waiter C. Borman, Editors, ARI Technical Report 716,
October 1985,

Task 5 -~ “Development and Field Test of Task-Based MOS-Specific
Criterion Measures," Charlotte H. Campbell, et al., ARI
Technical Report 717, October 1985.

-~ "Development and Field Test of Behaviorally Anchored Rating
Scales for Nine M0S," Jody L. Toquam, et al., ARI Technical
Report in preparation.




CHAPTER 1

THEORETICAL APPROACH, RESEARCH DESIGN AND ORGANIZATION, AND DESCRIPTION
OF INITIAL RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Norman G. Peterson
TASK 2: APPROACH AND RESEARCH DESIGN

As described in the Overview, Project A is organized into five re-
search tasks, and activities of Task 2 are the focus of this report. Task
2's specific objective is the deveiopment and validation of new (or im-
proved) seiection and classification measures.

At present, the U.S. Army has a large number of jobs (called Military
Gccupational Specialties or MOS) and hires, almost exclusively, inexperi-
enced and untrained persons to fill those jobs. As obvious as these facts
are, they need to be stated because they are the overriding facts that have
to be addressed by Task 2 research. '

One implication of these facts is that a highly varied set of indivi-
dual differences’ variables musi be put into use ff there is to be a
reasonable chance of improving the present level of accuracy of predicting
training performance, job performance, and attrition/retention in a sub-
stantial proportion, if not all, of those jobs. Much less evident is the
particular content of that set of individual differences variables, and the
way the set should be developed and organized.

A second, and perhaps less obvious, implication is the notion that new
predictor measures must be appropriate for selecting persons who do not
have the training and experience to immediately begin performing their
assigned jobs. This is true partly because of the vast numbers of job
positions that need to he filled, partly because of the kinds of jobs found
in the Army (infantry, artillery, etc.), and partly because of the popula-
tion of persons that the Army draws from (young high-school graduates with
1ittle or no specialized training and job experiencej.

Theoretical Approach

These considerations led us to adopt a construct-oriented strategy of
predictor development, but with a healthy ieavening firrom the content-
oriented strategy. Essentially, we endeavored to build up a model of
predictor space by (1) identifying the major, relatively independent do-
mains cr types of individual differences’ constructs that axisted; (2)
selecting measures of constructs within each domain that met a number of
psychometric and pragmatic criteria; and (3) further selecting those con-
structs that appeared to be the "best bets" for incrementing (over present
predictors) the prediction of the set of criteria of concern (i.e., train-
ing/job performance and attrition/retention in Army jobs).

ldeally, the model would, we hoped, lead to the selection of a finite

set of relatively independent predictor consiructs that were also reia-
tively independent of present predictors and maximally related to the
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criteria of interest. If these conditions were wet, then the resulting set
of measures wouid predict all or most of the criteria, yet possess enough
hetercgeneity to yield powerful, efficient classification of persons into
different jobs.

The development of such a model also had the virtue that it could be
at least partially "tested" at many points during the research effort, and
nct just at the end, when all the predictor and criterion data are {n. For
example, we could examine the covariance of newly developed measures with
one ancther and with the present predictors, notably the Armed Services
Yocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). If the new measures were not rela-
tively independent of the ASVAB and measures from other domains as pre-
dicted by the model, then we could take steps to correct that. Also, by
constructing such a visible model, we thought that modifications and im-
prcvements could be implemented much more straightforwardly.

Figure 1.1 shows an illustrative, construct-oriented model and is
presented in order to represent the model in abstract. Note that both the
criterion and the predictor space are denicted. As mentioned earlier, a
great deal of the work of Project A is devoted to the development of
criterion measures, and we, on the predictor side, have taken advantage of
the information coming from those efforts as it has become available.

If this illustrative model were to be developed and tested with data,
then the network of relationships on the predictor side, on the criterion
side, and between the two could be confirmed, disconfirmed, and/or modi-
fied. It is imperative that the development of such models be done very
carefully and conservativeiy, and subjected frequently to reality testing;
we have kept this firmly in mind. However, the possession of such a model
enables one to state fairly clearly why such and such a predictor is being
researched, and to check quickly, at least rationaily, whether the addition
of a predictor is likely to improve prediction.

Finally, the model is depicted as a matrix with a hierarchical ar-
rangement of both the rows and the columns. We hava found iv useful to
employ this hierarchical notion, because it allows us to think in ierms of
appropriate levels of specificity for a particular problem as we do the
research, or for future applications of measures. (See Peterson and
Rownas, 1482, for further discussion of this type of model.)

Research Objectives

This theoretical approaci. led to the delineation of seven, more con-
crete objectives of our research. These were.

1. Identify measures of human abilities, attributes, or characteris-
tics which are most likely to be effective in predicting, prior to
entry into the Army, successful soldier performance in general and
in ciassifying persons into MOS where they will be most successful,
with special emphasis on attributes not tapped by current pre-
enlistment measures,

2. Design and develop new measures or modify existing measures of
these "best bet" predictors.

1-2
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CRITERIA
Training Job Task Attrition/
Performance . ___Perfcrmanca Retentiqn
Pass/ Test Atten- Common Specific Finish Reen- Early
PREDICTORS __Fail__Grades dance Jasks Tasks Jerm __ 1ist ODischarqe
Verbal M= i L M M L L L
Cognitive Numerical M H . . .
‘ Spatial
Precision
Psychomotor' {oordinztion
Dexterity
Dependability
Temperament Pominance
Scciability
Realistic
Interests Ariistic
Social . . . M M M L L

*Denotes exnected strength of veralionship, High, Medium, Low.

Figure 1.1. 11lustrative construct-oriented mndel.
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3. Develop materials and procedures for efficiently administering
experimental predictor measures in the field.

4. Estimate and evaluate the reliability of the new pre-enlistment mea-
sures and their vulnerability to motivational set differences,
faking, variances in administrative settings, and practice effects.

5. Determine the interrelationships (or covariance) between the new
pre-enlistment measures and current pre-enlistment measures.

6. Determine the degree to which the validity of new pre-eniistment
measures generalizes across M0OS, that is, proves useful for pre-
dicting measures of successful soldier performance across quite
different M0S and, conversely, the degree to which the measures are
useful ;gg classification or the differential prediction of success
across .

7. Determine the extent to which new pre-enlistment measures increase
the accuracy of prediction of success and the accuracy of classifi-
cation into MOS over and above the levels of accuracy reached by
current pre-enlistment measures.

Research Desjgn

To achieve these objectives, we have followed the design depicted in
Figure 1.2. There are 15 subtasks in our actual research plan, each tied
to one or more of the activities or products shown in Figure 1.2.

Several things, we feel, are noteworthy about the design. First, five
test batteries are mentioned: Preliminary Battery, Demo Computer Battery,
Pilot Trial Battery, Trial Battery, and Experimental Battery. These appear
successively in time and allow us to modify and improve our predictors as
we gather and analyze data on each successive battery or set of measures.

Second, a large-scale literature review and a quantified expert judg-
ment process were utilized early in the project to take maximum advantage
of earlier research and accumulated knowledge and expert opinion. The
expert judgment process was used to develop an early model of both the
predictor space and the criterion space, and reiied heavily on the informa-
tion gained from the literature review. By using the model that resulted
from analyses of the experts’ judgments of the relationships between pre-
dictor constructs and criterion dimensions, we were able to develop, care-
fully and efficiently, measures of the most promising predictor constructs.

Third, the design includes both predictive (for the Preliminary and
Experimental Batteries) and concurrent (for the Trial Battery) validation
modes of data collection, although that is not obvious from Figure 1.2.
Thus, we are able to benefit from the advantage of both types of designs,--
that is, early collection and analysis of empirical criterion-related
validities in the case of the concurrent design, and less concern about
range restriction and experiential effects in the predictive design.
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-Qrqanization

We organized Task 2 researchers into three "domain teams" as we worked
our way through this research design and toward the earlier described
research objectives. One team concerned itself with the temperament,
biographical data, and vocational interest variables and came to be called
the "nron-cognitive" team. Another team concerned itself with cognitive and
perceptual kinds of variables and was called the "cognitive" team. The
third team concerned itself with psychomotor and perceptual variables and
was labeled the “psychomotor” team or sometimes the "computerized" team,
since all the measures developed by that team were computer-administered.
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TASK 2: PROGRESS SUMMARY

One gauge of progress is the degree to which the seven research objec-
tives presented earlier have been accomplished. Following is a short
summary of progress in terms of those objectives.

1. Identify “best bet" measures--This objective has been met. We
sifted through a mountain of literature, translating the informa-
tion onto a common form that enabled us to evaluate constructs and
measures in terms of several psychomctor and pragmatic criteria.
The results of that effort fed into the expert judgment process
wherein 35 personnel psychologists provided the data necessary to
develop our first model of the predictor space. After further
review by experienced researchers in the Army and an advisory
group, a set of "best bet" constructs was settled ori. We also made
some field visits to observe combat arms jobs first-hand,in addi-
tion to receiving criterion-side information from other Project A
researchers; all of this information was very useful in developing

new measures.

2. Develop measures of “best bet" predictors--This objective was ac-
complished by following the blueprint provided from the first
objective. We carried out many small and not-so-small sampie
tryouts. of these measures as they were developed, as is documented
in the remainder of this report. The Trial Battery is the tangible
product of meeting this objective,

3. Develop procedures for efficiently administering predictor mea-
sures--As anyone who has done research in military settings is
aware, soldiers’ time is precious and awarded research time is not
to be squandered. We think we have developed and implemented
effective method; for getting maximum quality and quantity of data

. out of our data collection efforts. The favorable results we have
so far achieved in completeness and usefulness of data are due in
large part, we think, to the attention paid to this objective.

4., Es<timate reliability and vulnerability of measures--This objective
his also been largely accomplished. We can report that analyses to
dite indicate that the new measures are psychometrically sound and
acceptably invulnerable to the various sources of measurement prob- B
lems--or we have devised some ways to adjust for such effects.
However, more specifically targeted research would be useful in

this area.

5. Determine the interrelationships between the new measures and cur-
rent pre-enlistment measures--Work still remains on this objective,
but the datz collected to date show that the new mzasures have much
variance that is not shared with the ASVAB, and that the across-
domain shared variance is low (e.g., the new cognitive measures
have low correlations with the non-cognitive measures).

6. and 7. Determine the level of prediction of soldier performance,

classification efficiency, and incremental validity of the new mea-
sures--The jury is still out on these questions since the data that
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¥111 enable us to address these objectives have not yet been ana-
yzed.

We turn now to a description of the initial research activities de-
voted te development of new predictors, specifically: literature review;
expert judgments; development, administration, and analysis of the Prelim-
inary Battery; and initial develupment of a computer battery. As Figure

1.2 shows, all of these activities led up to the development of the Pilot
Trial Battery.
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LITERATURE REVIEW
Purpgse

The overriding purpose of the literature review was, simply put, to
make maximum use of earlier research on the problem of accurately pre-
dicting job performance and classifying persons into jobs in such a way
that both the person and the organization receive maximum benefits. More
specifically, we wished to identify those variables or constructs, and
their measures, that had proven effective for such purposes. As Figure 1.2
shows, the information obtained from the literature review was used in all
the immediately succeeding research activities.

Search Procedures

The search was conducted by the three research teams, each responsible
for a fairly broadiy defined area of human abilities or characteristics:
cognitive abilities; non-cegnitive characteristics such as vocaticnal in-
terests, bingraphical data, and measures of temperament; and psychomotor/-
physical abilities. Whil. t.ese domains were convenient for purposes of
organizing and conducting iiterature search activities, they were not used
as (nor intended to be) a final taxonomy of possible predictor measures.

The literature search was conducted in late 1982 and early :1983. In
each of the three areas, the teams carried out essentially the same steps:

T 1. Compile an exhaustive 1ist of possibly relevant réports, articles,
books, or other sources.

2. Review each source and determine its relevancy for the project by
examining the title and abstract (or other brief review).

3. Obtain the sources identified as relevant in the second step.

4. For relevant materials, carry out a thorough review and transfer
relevant information onto special review forms developed for the
project.

In the first step, several activities were designed to insure as
comprehensive a list as possible. Several computerized searches of rele-
vant data bases were done; Appendix A names and describes the data bases
searched. Across all three ability areas, more than 10,000 sources were
identified via the computer cearch. (0f course, many ¢f these sources were
identified as relevant in more than one area, and were thus counted mere
than once.)

In addition to the computerized searches, we obtained reference lists
from recognized experts in each area, emphasizing the most recent research
in the field. We also obtained several annotated bibliographies from
military research laboratories. Finally, we scanned the Tast several
years’ editions of research journals that are frequently used in each
ability area, as well as more general sources such as textbooks, handbcoks,
and appropriate chapters in the Annual Review of Psychelogy (which reviews
the most recent research in a number of conceptually distinct areas of
‘psychology).
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The vast majority of the sources identified were not relevant to our
purpose-~that is, the identification and development of promising measures
for personnel selection in the U.S. Army. These nonrelevant sources were
weeded out in Step 2. The relevant sources were obtained and reviewed, and
two forms were complieted for each source: an Article Review form and a
Predictor Review form (several of the latter could be completed for each
source), These forms were designed to capture, in a standard format, the
essential information about the reviewed sources, which varied considerably
in their organization and reporting styles.

The Article Review form contained seen sections: citation, abstract,

| 19st of predictors (keyed to the Predictor Review forms), description of

y criterion measures, description of sample(s), description of methodology,

- other results, and reviewer's comments. The Predictor Review form also
contained seven sections: description of predictor, reliability, ncrms/
descriptive statistics, correlations with other predictors, correlations
with criteria, adverse impact/differential validity/test fairness, and
reviewer's recommendations (about the usefulness of the predictor). Each
predictor was tentatively classified into an initial working taxonomy of
predictor constructs (based primarily on the taxcnomy described in Peterson
and Bownas, 1982). Appendix B contains copies of these two forms.

Literature Search Results

The Review forms and the actual sources that had been located were
used in two primary ways. First, three working documents were written, one
for each of the three areas. (These work documents were put into ARI
Research Note form: Toquam, Corpe, Dunnette and Keyes, in preparation;
McHenry and Rose, in preparation; Hough, Kamp, and Barge, in preparation.)
These documents identified and summarized the literature with regard to
issues important to the research being conducted, the most appropriate
organization or taxonomy of the constructs in each area, and the validities
of the various measures for different types of job performance criteria.
Second, the predicters identified in the review were subjected to furtner,

G structured scrutiny in order to (1) select tests, and inventories to make
o up the Preliminary Battery, and (2) select the "best bet" predictor
constructs to be usad in the expert judgment research activity.

Screening of Predictors

An initial 1ist was compiled of all predictor measures that seemed
even remotely appreopriate for Army selection and classification. This list
was further screened by eliminating measures according to several! "knock-
out factors: (1) measures developed for a single research project only;
(2) measures designed for a narrowly specified population/occupational
group (e.g., pharmacy students); (3) measures targeted toward younger age
?roups; (4) measures requiring special apparatus for administration;
5) measures requiring unusually long testing times; {(6) measures requiring
difficult or subjective scoring; and (7) measures requiring individual
administration.

) Knockout factor (4) was applicable only with regard to screening for
® the Preliminary Dattery, which could not have any computerized tests or
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other apparatus since it was to be administered early in the project,
before such testing devices could be developed. Factor (4) was not applied
with regard to screening measures for inclusion in the expert judgment
process. :

Application of knockout factors resulted in a second list of candidate
measures. Each of these measures was evaluated on the 12 factors shown in
Figure 1.3, by at least two researchers. (A 5-point rating scale was
applied to each of the 12 factors.) Discrepancies in ratings were resolved
by discussion. We point out that there was not always sufficient informa-
tion for a variable to allow a rating on all factors.

This second list of measures, each with a set of evaluations, was
input to (1) the final selection of measures for the Preliminary Battery
and (2) the final selection of constructs to be included in the expert
Judgment process, to which we now turn.
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10.

11.

12.

Discriminability - extent to which the measure has sufficient score
range and variance, {.e., does not suffer from ceiling and floor
effects with respect to the applicant population.

Reliability - degree of rellabfility as measured by traditional psycho-
metric methods such as test-retest, internal consistency, or parallei
forms reliability.

Group Score Differences (Differential Impact) - extent to which there
are mean and viriance differences {n scares across groups defined by
age, sex, race, or ethnic groups; a high score indicates 1ittle or no
mean differsnces across these groups.

Consistency/Robustness of Administration and Scoring - extent to which
administration and scoring Is standardized, ease of administration and
scoring, consistency of administration and scoring across administra-
tors and locations.

Generality - extent to which predictor measures a fairly general or
broad ability or construct.

Criterion-Related Valldity - the level of correlation of the predictor

as a measure of job performance, training performance and turnover/at-
trition. '

Construct Validity - the amount of evidence existing to suﬁport the
predictor as a measure of a distinct construct (correlational studies,
experimental studies, etc.}.

Face Validity/Applicant Acceptance - extent to which the appearance
and administration methods of the predictor anhance or detract from

its plausibility or acceptability to laymen as an appropriate test for
the Army.

Differential Validity - existence of significantly different
criterion-related validity coefficients between groups of legal or

soctietal concern (race, sex, age); a high score indicates little or
no differences in validity for these groups.

Test Falrness - degree to which slepes, iIntercepts, and standard
errors of estimate differ-across groups of legal or societal concern
(race, sex, age) when predictor scores are regressed on lmportant
criteria (Job performance, turnover, training); a high score indicates
fairness (11ttle or no differences In slopes, iIntercepts, and standard

errors of estimate),

Usafulness of Classification - extent to which the measure or predic-
ter will be useful {n classifying persons into different specialties.

Overall Usefulnaess for Predicting Army Criteria - extent to which
predictor i{s likely to contribute to the overall or individual predic-
tien of criterfa important to the Army (e.g , AWOl, drug use, attri-
tion, unsuitability, Job performance, and training),

Figure 1.3.

Factors used to evaluate predictor measures for the Preliminary Battery.
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EXPERT JUDGMENTS

Appreach and Rationale

The approach used in the expert judgment process was to (1) identify
criterion categories, (2) identify an exhaustive range of psychological
constructs that may be potentially valid predictors of those criterion
categories, and (3) obtain expert judgments about the relationships between
the two. Schmidt, Hunter, Croll, and McKenzie (1983) showed that pooled
expert judgments, obtained from experienced personnel psychologists, were
as accurate in estimating the validity of tests as actual, empirical cri-
terion-related vaiidity research using samples of hundreds of subjects.
That is, experienced personnel psvchologists are effective "validity gener-
alizers” for cognitive tests. They do tend to underestimate sligh€iy the
true validity as obtained from empirical research.

Hence, one way to identify the "best best" set of predictor variables
and measures is to use a formal judgment process employing experts such as
that followed by Schmidt et al. (1983). Peterson and Bownas (1982) provide
a complete description of the methodology, which has been used successfully
by Bownas and Heckman (1976), Peterson, Houston, Bosshardt, and Dunnette
(1977), Peterson and Houston (1980), and Peterson, Houston, and Rosse
(1984) to identify predictors fur the jobs of firefighter, correctional
officer, and entry-level occupations (clerical and technical), respec-
tively. Descriptive information about a set of predictors and the job
performance criterion variables is given to "experts" in personnel selec-
tion and classification, typically personnel psvchologists. These experts
estimate the relationships between predictor and criterion variables by
rating or directly estimating the value of the correlation coefficients.

The result is a matrix with predictor and criterion variables as the
columns and rows, respectively. Cell entries are experts’ estimates ¢f the
degree of relationship between tiie particular predictors and varinus cri-
teriz. The interrater reliability of the experts’ estimates is checked
first. If the estimate is sufficiently reliable (previous research shows
values in the .80 to .90 range for about 10 to 12 experts), the matrix of
predictor-criterion relationships can be analyzed and used in a variaiy of
ways. By correlating the columnz of the matrix, the covariances of the
predictors can be estimated on the basis of the profiles of their estimated
rclationships with the criteria. These covariances can then be factor
analyzed to identify predictors that function similarly in predicting
performance criteria. Similarly, the criterion covariances can he examined
to identify clusters of criteria predicted by a common set of predictors.

Such procedures help identify redundancies and overlap in tne predic-
tor set. The common sets or clusters of predictors and of criteria are an
important product for seviral reasons. First, they provide an efficient
means of summarizing the data gonerated by the experts. Second, the sum-
mary form allows casier comparison with the resulis of meta-analyses of
criterion-related validity coefficients. Conflicting or absent evidence is
a sure guide to important resea.ch questions. Certain clusters may have to
be reconfigured because of new data. Third, less direct but potentially
more important, thece clusters provide a model or theory of predictor-
critevion performance space. This model serves as an informative guide to
development of a set of predictors that should be efficient ard valid, at




least insofar as the informed opinion of knowledgeable experts can propel
one in that direction.

To carry out the expert judgment activity, we had to identify predic-
tor and criterion variables and prepare materials that would enable the
experts to provide veliable estimates of validity.

Identification of Predictor Variables

The 1ist ¢f predgictor variabies that had been evaluated on 12 relevant
factors (see Literature Review, Screening of Predictors) was used to iden-
tify the predictors for the expert judgment process. Variables were in-
cluded if they received generally high evaluations and if they added to the
comprehensiveness of coverage for a particular domain of predictor vari-
ables. At this point, we began to depart somewhat from the initial predic-
tor taxonomy used in the literature review, and to create a new one that we
felt best represented the entire predictor domain relevant to our Army
goal. There were &3 members in the final set of predictor variables. (The
names and definitions of ilhese variables are shown in Appendix C.)

Materials describing each of the 53 variables were prepared. The
expert judges were experienced psychologists wno were generally familiar
with psychometric information and, in varying degrees, knowledgeable about
the 53 variables in cur final list. Therefore, the descriptive material
was de§igned to transmit a large amount of infermation as concisely as
possible.

Each packet contained a sheet that named and defined the variable, de-
scribed how it was typically measured, and summarized the reliability and
validity of the seiected measures ¢f the variable. Following this sheet
were descriptions of one or more specific measures, including the name of
the test, its publisher, the variable it was designed to measure, a de-
scription of the items and the number of items on the test (in most cases,
samplc itams were included), a brief description of the administration and
scoring of the test, and brief summaries of studies of the reliability and
validity of the measure.

Identification of Criterion Variables

Several types of criterion variables were identified. They included a
set of specific job task criterion categories, a set that described perfor-
mance in initial Army Training, and a set of generalized Army effectiveness
categories.

Specific Job Task Categories. Short of enumerating ali job tasks in
the nearly 240 entry-level job specialties, the nature of the performance
domain had to be characterized in a way that was at once comprehensive,
understandable, and usable by judges. Since many jobs share similar tasks,
the abstraction of generic task categories was possible. Twn approaches
were tried; we report here only on the method chosen.

This approach was based cn mere general job descripticns of a repre-
sentative sample of 111 jobs that nad been previousiy clustered by person-
nel experts familiar with Army jobs. Twenty-three clusters had been iden-
tified. Criterion categories were developed by reviewing the descriptions
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of the Jobs in these clusters to determine common Job activities. Emphasis
was placed on determining what a soldier in each job might be observed
doing and what he or she might be tiying to accowplish. The categories
were constructed to connote a set of actions that typically occur togetier
(e.g., transcribe, annotate, sort, index, file, retrieve) l2ading to some
commov objective (e.g., record and file information). Criterion categories
often included reference to the use of equipment or other objects.

Once criterion categories were identified for the conmon actions in
the 23 clusters, additional categories were identified to cover unique
zspects of jobs in the sample of 111. In all, %3 categories were gen-
erated. Most of the categories applied to several jobs, and most of the
Jobs ware characterized by activities from several categorias. Their names
and definitions are shown in Appendix C.

In raining. Twe sources of information were
used to identify appropriate training performance variables: archival
records of soldiers’ performance in training were examined, and trainers
were interviewed. This information was obtained for eight MOS: Radio/Te-
letype Operator, MANPADS Crewman, Light Vehicle/Power Generation Mechaniz,
Motor Transport Operator, Food Service Specialist, M60 and M1 Armor Crew,
Administrative Speciaiist, and Unit Supply Specialist. These specialties
represented a heterogeneocus group with respect to type of woerk and were,
for the most part, high-density MOS.

The review of archival records was intended to identify the type of
measures used to evaluate training performance, since the content was, cb-
viously, specific to each MOS.

Five or six trainers were interviewed for each MOS, using a modifiad
critical incidents approach. Trainers were asked, "What things do trainees
do that tell you they are gnod (or bad) trainees?" Generally, trainers re-
sponded with fairly broad, trait-like answers and appropriate fo!low-up
questions were used to obtain more specific, behavioraily oriented informz-
tion. ‘

After examining the archives and conducting the interviews, we pooled
and categorized the information from both sources. We found much overlap
across MOS in the way training performance was evaluated. Furihermore, we
could not include content-specific variables since this wouid require
several hundred training performance variables {(one for eacn MOS. at
least). Nor did we wish to do so, siuce the task or MOS-specific perfor-
mance variance was covered elsewhere, as described above.

In the end, we decided that four variables adequately represented
trairing performance. Their names and definitions are shown in Appendix C.

rm fectiveness Categories. The identification of
these variables was carried out in three steps. First, we develaped a

preliminary conceptual model based on relevant theory and empirical
findings. Second, empirical research using the inductive behavioral analy-
sis method was carried out to verify and modify the preliminary model.
Finally, several criterion variables that are common across all MOS but are
not behavioral in nature were added to the final list. We briefly sum-
marize those steps here; a more complete description can be found in a
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paper by Borman, Motowidio, and Hanser (1983).

The preliminary model revolved around three concepts: organizational
commitment, organizational socialization, and morale. Each of these was
thought to contribute to generalized Army effeciiveness. Consideration of
theory and research in these areas led to the identification and definition
of 15 general Army effectiveness dimensions. '

Behavioral analysis workshops were employed in order to verify and
extend this model. Persons knowledgeable abuut a job were asked %o gen-
erate benavinral examples of effective and ineffective performance in all
aspects of the job. Army NCOs and officers generated several hundred
examples, which were ther content analyzed by Project A staff. The re-
sulting categories were compared to the dimensions in the preliminary
model. There was considerable overlap, but some modifications were made to
the model dimensions. Nine gereral effectiveness behavioral dimensions
were named and defined; these are shown in Appendix C.

in the final step, six more criterion variables indicating general
effectivencss were added; they are also named and defined in Appendix C.
The first two, " Survive in the field" and "Maintain physical fitness,"
were added because they are expected of a1l soldiers but did not emerge
elsewherz. The last four are all important "outcome” zriterion variahies.
That is, they represent outcomes of individual behavior that have negative
or positive value tn the Army, but the outcomes could occur because of a
variety of individual hehaviors.

In all, then, 72 criterion variables were identified and defined for
use in the expert judgment task.

Subjects

The experts who served as judjges were 35 industrial, measurement, or
differential psycholcgists with experience and knowledge in personnel se-
lection research and/or applications. Each expert was an employee of or
consultant to one of the four organizations involved in Project A: U.S.
Army Research Institute, Personnel Decisions Research Institute, Human
Resources Research Organization, American Institutes for Research. Not all

of the employees were directly involved with Project A although all of the
consuitants were.

Instructions and Procedures

Detailed instructions were »roviced for each judge along with the
materials describing the predictor and criterion variatles. Ianformation
was provided on the cuncept of "true validity," criterion-related validity
corrected for such artifacts as range restriction and unreliability, and
unaffected by variation in sample sizes. Judges were asked tou estimate the
level of true validity rather than estimated validity, on a 9-point scale.
A ratirg of "1" meant a true validity in the range of .00 io .i0; "2r, .11
to .20: and so forth, to "9", .81 to .90.

Deccriptions ol the 53 predictor variables had been divided into three

groups (A, B, and C, two groups of 18 and one of 17). The 72 criterion
descriptions were in one group. The judges were encouraged to skim the
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matevials for a few predictors and for all the ~riteria before beginning
the rating task.

Each judge then estimated the viiidity of each predictor for each cri-
terion. The order of the predictor groups (A, B, C) was counterbalanced
across Judges, with about one-third of tie 35 judges beginning with Greoup A
(Predictors 1-18), another one-third with Group B (Predictors 19-36), and
the rest with Group C (Prediccors 37-53).

Ratings were made on separate Judgment Record Sheets. Before making
any Jjudgments about a predictor, the expert was to read the description ard
review the examples given to measure it; judgments were to be made about
the predictor as a construct, not about the variable as measured by any
specific instrument. The judge was then to read the description of the
first criterion and to estimate the validity of that predictor for that
criterion. Judqments could be either positive or negative; positive signs
were not to be entered. The judge was chen to read the description of the
second criterion and rate the validity of the same predictor for that
criterion. The judge was to estimate the validities of the first predictor
variable for all 72 criteria before moving to the next predictor.

A1l judges completed the task during the first week of Octoler 1983.
Resylts

A number of analyses were carried out: reliability of the judgments,
means and standard deviaticns of the estimated validities within each
predictor/criterion cell and for various marginal values, and factor an-
alyses of the predictors (based on their validity profiles across the
criteria) and the criteria (based on their validity profiles across the
predictors).

The estimated validities were highly reliable when averages were used.
The reliability of the mean estimated cell validities was .96. The factor
analyses were based on these celi means. The most pertinent analysis for
purposes of this report concerns the factor analysis of the predictors.

Factor solutions with two through 24 factors were calculated. The
nine-factor solutior was selected as most meaningful. Eight of the nine
factors were interpretable; one was not interpreted. The eight interpret-
able factors were named: Cognitive Abilities, Visualization/Spatial, In-
formation Processing, Mechanical, Psychomotor, Social Skills, Vigor, Moti-
vation/Stability.

These eight factors appeared tc be composed of 21 clusters, based on
the profile of loadings of each predictor variable across all the factors.
This hierarchical structure of the predictor variables is shown in
Figure 1.4. Inspection of the profiles clarifies the meanings both of the
factors and of the clusters, as follows.

The eight predictor factors divide the predictor domain into reasonable-
appearing parts. The first five refer to abilities and skills in the
cognitive, perceptual, and psychomotor areas while the last three refer to
traits or predispositions, in the noncognitive avrea. Most of the represen-
tative measures of the constructs defining the first five factors are of
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Figure 1.4. Hierarchical map of predictor space.
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maximal performance while most of the representative measures of the last
three factors are of typical performance, with the exception of the in-
terest variables.

The first four factors, which include 11 clusters of 29 predictor con-
structs or varjables, are cognitive-perceptual in nature. The first fac-
tor, labeled "Cognitive Abilities," includes seven clusters, five of which
appear to consist of more traditional mental test variables: Verbal Abil-
ity/General Intelligence, Reasoning, Number Ability, Memory, Closure. The
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy cluster is linked to measures having a long
history of inclusion in traditional mental tests. The seventh cluster,
Investigative Interests, refers to no cognitive test at all but does tap
1:$er$st in things intellectual, the abilities for which are evaluated in
this factor.

The second factor, Visualization/Spatial, consists of only one cluster
but includes six constructs which have some history of assessment of spa-
tial ability. Two of the clusters from the Cognitive Abilities factor,
Reasoning and Closure, have some affinity to this second factor, as may be
seen in the factor analysis data. This may be due to the tasks used to
illustrate the assessment of the constructs, which are to solve problems of
a visual and nonverbal nature. The third factor, Information Processing,
also consists of only one cluster, with the three constructs referring more
directly to cognitive-perceptual functioning rather than accumulated knowl-
edge and/or structure.

The fourth factor, Mechanical, includes two clusters, one of which
consists only of the construct of Mechanical Comprehension while the other
is, again, an interest cluster consisting of a positive Toading for Realis-
tic Interests and negative ioading for Artistic Interests.

The fifth factor, Psychomotor, consists of three clusters which in-
clude the nine psychomotor constructs. The first cluster, Steadiness/Pre-
cision, refers to aiming and tracking tasks, where the target may move
steadily or erratically. The second cluster, Coordination, indexes the
large-scale complexity of the response required in a psychomotor task while
the third factor, Dexterity, appears to index the small-scale complexity of
responses.

The remaining three factors, noncognitive in character, refer more to
interpersonal activities. The Social Skills factor consists of two clus-
ters. The first, Sociability, refers to a general interest in people while
the second, Enterprising Interests, refers to a more specific interest in
working successfully with people. The seventh factor is called "Vigor" as
it includes two clusters that both refer to general activity level. The
first, Athletic Abilities/Energy, includes two constructs which point to-
vwards a physical perspective while the second cluster, Dominance/Self-
Esteem, points toward a psychological perspective.

The eighth and last factor, Motivation/Stability, includes three clus-
ters or facets. The first, Traditional Values, includes both temperament
measures and interest scales, and refers to being rule-abiding and a good
citizen. The second cluster, Work Orientation, refers to temperament
measures which index attitudes towards the individual vis-a-vis his/her
efforts in the world. The third cluster, Cooperation/Stability, appears to
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refer to skill in getting along with people, including getting along with
oneself in a healthy manner.

The expert judgment task resulted in a hierarchical model of predictor
space that served as a guide for the development of new, pre-enlistment
measures (the Pilot Trial Battery, see Figure 1.2) for Army enlisted ranks.
(Wing, Peterson, and Hoffman, 1984, provide a detailed presentation of the
expert judgment process and results.) This model was not the unly set of
information that guided the development of the Pilot Trial Battery, how-
ever. We turn now to the other major source of guidance, the development,
administration, and initial analyses of the Preliminary Battery,




PRELIMINARY BATTERY

Purpgse

The Preliminary Battery (PB) was conceived of as a set of proven "off-
the-shel f" measures of predictors that overlapped very little with the
Army’s current pre-enlistment predictors. There were two primary reasons
for developing and administering a Preliminary Battery. First, the collec-
tion of data on a number of predictors that represent the types of predic-
tors not currently in use by the Army would allow an early determination of
the extent to which such predictors contributed unique variance, that is,
measured attributes not measured by current pre-enlistment predictors. This
information would be useful for guiding the development of new predictors
into areas most likely to be useful for increasing the accuracy of predic-
tion and classification.

Second, ‘the collection of predictor data (from soldiers in training)
early in the project allowed the conduct of a predictive validity inves-
tigation much earlier in the project than if we were to wait until the
Trial Battery was developed (see Figure 1.2). Thus, the extent to which
the different (from ASVAB) constructs represented in the Preliminary Bat-
tery added to the prediction of training success and effectiveness of job
performance could be ascertained via a predictive design approximately 18
manthshand 36 months after Project A began, rather than many months later
than that.

Selection of Preliminary Battery Measures

As described earlier, the literature review identified a large set of
predictor measures, each with ratings by the researchers on 12 psychometric
and substantive evaluation factors (see Figure 1.3). These ratings were
used to select a smaller set of measures as serious candidates for inclu-
sion in the Preliminary Battery. Two major practical constraints came into
play: (1) no apparatus or individualized testing methods could be used
because of the relatively short time available to prepare for battery
administration, and the fact that the battery would be administered to a
large number of soluiers (several thousand) over a 9-month period by rela-
tively unsophisticated test administrators, and (2) only 4 hours were
available for testing. -

Task 2 researchers made an initial selection of "off-the-shelf" mea-
sures, but there were still too many measures for the time available. The
tentative Tist was referred to the Army Research Institute scientists
responsible for Task 2 specifically, and Project A generally, and to the
Project A Director and Principal Investigator. The available information
about each measure (construct measured, psychometric characteristics, type
of job performance criteria it had predicted or wa. thought likely to
predict) was presented and discussed. The set of measures selected was
then reviewed by several consultants external to Project A, who had been
retained for their expertise in various predictor demains. These experts
made several "fine-tuning" suggestions.

The Preliminary Battery included the following:

o Eight perceptual-cognitive measures
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- Five from the Educatfonal Testing Service (ETS) French Kit
(Ekstrom, French, and Harman, 197§)

- Two from the Employee Aptitude Survey (EAS) (Ruch and Ruch, 1980)
- One from the Flanagan Industrial Tests (FIT) (Flanagan, 1965)

o Eighteen scales from the Air Force Vocational Interest Career Exam—
ination (VOICE) (Alley and Matthews, 1982)

0 Five temperament scales adapted from published scales

- Two from the Differential Personality Questionnaire (DPQ)
(Tellegen, 1982)

- One §rom the California Psychological Inventory (CPI) (Gough,
1975

- The Rotter I/E scale (Rotter, 19656)

- Validity scales from both the DPQ and the Personality Research
Form (PRF) (Jackson, 1967)

¢ Owen’s Biographical Questionnaire (BQ) (Owens and Schoenfeldt,

1979). The BQ could be scored for either 11 scales for males or 14
for females, based on Owen’s research, or for 18 predesignated,
combined-sex scales developed for this research and called Rational
Scales. The rational scales had no item on more than one scals;
some of Owen’s scales included items on more than one scale. Items
tapping religious or socio-economic status were deleted from Owens’
instrument for this use, and items tapping physical fitness and vo-
cational-technical course work were added.

Appendix D shows all the scale names and numbers of {tems for the
Preliminary Battery.

In addition to the Preliminary Battery. scores were available for the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, which all soldiers take prior
to entry into service. ASVAB’s ten subtests are named below, with the test
acronym and number of items in parentheses:

Word Knowledge (WK:35), Paragraph Comprehension (PC:15),
Arithmetic Reasoning (AR:30), Numerical Operations (N0O:50),
General Science (GS:25), Mechanical Comprehension (MC:25),
Math Knowledge (MK:25), Electronics Information (EI:20),
Coding Speed (CS:84), Auto-Shop Information (AS:25).

A1l but NO and CS are considered to be power tests; the two exceptions
are speeded. Prior research (in Kass, Mitchell, Grafton, & Wing, 1983) has
shown the reliabiiity of the subtests to be within expectable limits for
cognitive tests of this length (i.e., .78-.92).




Sample and Administration of Battery

The Preliminary Battery was administered to soldiers entering Advanced
Individual Training (AIT) for four MOS: O05C, Radio Teletype Operator (MOS
code was later changed to 31C); 19 E/K, Armor Crewman; 63B, Vehicle and
Generator Mechanic; and 71L, Adiministrative Specialist. Almost all sol-
diers entering AIT for these MOS during the period 1 October, 1983 to 30
June, 1984 completed the Preliminary Battery. We are here concerned only
with the sample of soldiers who completed the battery from 1 October, 1983
to 1 December, 1983, approximately 2,200 soldiers.

The battery was administered at five training posts by civilian or
military staff already employed on site. Task 2 staff traveled to these
sites to deliver battery administration manuals and to train the persons
who would administer the battery. A full day of training was provided, in-
ciuding a complete reading of the administration manual, role-playing
practice in reading test and inventory instructions, completion of alil
tests and inventories by the administrators, and question-and-answer ses-
sions about each chapter of the administration manual. Thereafter, Task 2
staff contacted each post each week by telephone to receive progress re-
ports and answer questions. Administrateors at posts also calied Task 2
staff whenever they had questions. The experience in training battery
administrators and monitoring the administraticn over the nine-month pericd
provided useful information for the data collection efforts involving the
Pilot Trial Battery and Trial Battery.

¥Ne note here that the Preliminary Battery was administered to a sample
of 40 soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood prior to its implementation in order to
test the instructions, timing, and other administratien procedures. The
results of this tryout were used to adjust the procedures, prepare the
manual, and identify topics to be emphasized during administrator training.

Analyses

An initiai set of analyses was performed on the Preliminary Battery
data to inform the development of the Pilot Trial Battery (PTB). (The PTB
was intended to include newly developed tests and inventories that would
measure the important abilities and traits identified via the literature
review and expert judgment process. These PTB measures would be piloted
and field tested and then revised to become the Trial Battery. See
Figure 1.2 for a flow chart showing the sequencing of the various bat-
teries.) We summarize those findings here. They are more completely
reported in Hough, Dunnette, Wing, Houston, and Peterson (1984).

Three types of analyses were done. First, the psychometric charac-
teristics of each scale were explored to pinpoint possible problems with
‘the measures or the construct being measured, so those problems could be
avoided when the Pilot Trail Battery measures were developed. These anal-
yses included descriptive statistics, item analyses (including numbers of
items attempted in the time allowed), internal consistency reliability
estimates, and, for the temperament inventory, percentage of subjects
failing the scales intended to detect random or improbable response pat-
teras. .

.

Second, the covariances of the scales within and across the various
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conceptual domains (i.e., cognitive, temperament, biographical data, and
vocational interest) were investigated to detect excessive redundancy ameng
the P8 measures, especially across the domains. If such redundancies were
detected, ther steps could be taken to avoid such a problem in the Pilot
Trial Battery. Third, the covariances of the PB scales with ASVAB measures
were studied to identify any PB constructs that showed excessive redundancy
with ASVAB constructs--again, so that steps could be taken to alleviate
such problems for the Pilot Trial Battery. Correlation matrices and factor
analyses were the major methods of analysis for these second and third
purposes.

The psychometric anaiyses showed some problems with the cognilive
tests. The time 1imits appeared too stringent for several tests, and one
test, Hiddan Figures, appeared to be much too difficuit for the population
being tested. Since most of the cognitive tests used in the Preliminary
Battery had been developed on college samples or other samples somewhat
better educated than the population seeking entry into the Army, these
findings were not unexpected. The lesson learnad was that the Pilot Trial
Battery measures needed tc be accurately targeted (in difficulty of items
and time limits) toward the population of persons seeking entry into the
Army. No serious problems were unearthed for the temperament, biodata,
and interest scales. Item-total correlations were acceptably high and in
accerdance with prior findings, and score distributions were not exces-
sively skewed or different from expectation. About 8% of subjects failed
the scale that screened for inattentive or random responding on the temper-
ament inventory, a figure that is in accord with findings in other selec-
tion research.

Covariance analyses showed that vocational interest scales were rela-
tively distinct from the biographical and temperament scales, but the
lattaer two types of scales showed considerable covariance. Five factors
were identified from the 40 non-cognitive scaies, two that were primarily
vocational interests and three that were combinations of biographical data
and temperament scales. These findings led us to consider, for the Pilot
Trial Battery, combining biographical and temperament item types to measure
the constructs in these two areas. The five non-cognitive factors showed
relative independence from the cognitive PB tests, with the median absolute
correlations of the scales within each of the five factors with each of the
eight PB cognitive tests ranging from .01 to .21. This confirmed our
expectations of little or no overlap between the cognitive and non-cogni-
tive constructs.

Correlations and factor analysis of the ten ASVAB subtests and the
eight PB cognitive tests confirmed prior analyses of the ASVAB (Kass, et
al., 1983) and the relative independence of the PB tests. Although some of
the ASVAB-PB test correlations were fairly high (the highest was .57), most
were less than .30 (49 of the 80 corrslations were .30 or less, 65 were .40
or less). The factor analysis (principa’ factors extraction, varimax
rotation) of the 13 tests showed all eight PB cognitive tests loading
highest on a single factor, with none of the ASVAB subtests loading highest
on that factor. The non-cognitive scales overlapped very little with the
four ASVAB factors identified in the factor analysis of the ASVAB subtests
and PB cognitive tests. Median correlations of non-cognitive scales with
the ASVAB factors, computed within the five non-cognitive factors, ranged
from .03 to .32, but 14 ¢f the 20 median correlations were .10 or less.
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COMPUTER BATTERY DEVELOPMENT

Roughiy speaking, four phases of activities led up to the development
of computerized predictor measures for the Pilot Trial Battery: (1) infor-
mation gathering about past and current research in perceptual/psychomotor
measurement and computerized methods of testing such abilities; (2} con-
struction of a demonstration computer battery, and a continuation of infor-
mation gathering; (3} selection of commercially available microprocessors
and peripheral devices, writing of software for testing several abilities
using this hardware, and try out of this hardware and software; (4) con-
tinued development of software, and design and construction of a custom-
made peripheral device, which we called a response pedestal.

Backaround

Compared to the paper-and-pencil measurement of cognitive abilities
and the major non-cognitive variables (temperament, biographical data, and
vocational interests), the computerized measurement of psychomotor and
perceptual abilities was in a relatively primitive state of knowledge.
Much work had besen done in World War II using electro-mechanical appairatus,
but relatively littie work had occurred since then. Microprocessor tech-
nology held out the promise of revolutionizing measurement in this area,
but the work was {and still is) in its early stages. It was clear, how-
ever, that cognitive ability testing was moving into a computer-assisted
envircnment through the methodology of adaptive testing. As Project A
began, work was under way to implement the ASVAB via computer-assisted
testing methods in the Military Entrance Processing Stations. Therefcre,
it was also sensible from a practical point of view to investigate these
methods of testing.

It was with this backdrop of relativetly little research-based knowl-
edge, excitement at the prospect of microprocessor-driven and, therefore,
accurate and reliable testing, and the looming implementation of comput-
erized testing in the military environment, that we began our work.

Phase 1. Information Gathering

The two major activities in this phase were literature review and
visits to several military laboratories that were engaged in apparatus,
simulator, or microprocessor-driven testing of psychomotor and ather abili-
ties.

The Titerature review procedures were described earlier. Almost no
lTiterature was available on computerized, especially microprocessor-driven,
testing of psychomotor/perceptual abilities for selection/classification
purposes. Considerable literature was available on the taxonomy or struc-
ture of such abilities, based primarily on work done in World War II or
shortly thereafter. Work from this era showed that testing such abilities
with electro-mechanical apparatus did show useful levels of validity for
such jobs as aircraft pilot, but that such apparatus had reliability prob-
lems. This information focused our attention cn the types of abilities
that would provide an efficient, yet comprehensive, coverage of this abil-
ity domain, confirmed the notion that testing such abilities could yield
useful validities., but emphasized the problems with unreliability in the
use of electro-mechanical apparatus.
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To obtain the most current information, in the spring of 1983 we
visited four military laboratories engaged in relevant research: the Air
Force Human Resources Laboratory (AFHRL), Brooks Air Force Base; the Naval
Aerospace Medical Research Laboratory (NAMRL), Pensacola Naval Air Station;
the Army Research Institute Field Unit at Fort Rucker, Alabama; and the
Army Research Institute Field Unit at Fort Knox, Kentucky. We were primar-
ily after the answers to five questions:

1. What computerized measures are in use?

We found more than sixty different measures in use across the four
sites. (Appendix E shows the names, location, and associated hard-
ware/software for these measures.) A sizable number were special-
ized simulators that were not relevant for Project A (e.g., a
helicopter simulator weighing several tons that is permanently
mounted in an air-conditioned building). However, many measures in
the perceptual, cognitive, and psychomotor areas were relevant.

2. What computers were selected for use? and,
3. What computer languages are being used?

We observed three different microprocessors in use--the Apple,
Terak, and PDP ll--and three different computer languages--PASCAL,
BASIC, and FORTRAN. There appeared to be relatively 1ittle in
common among the four sites in terms of the hardware/software used.

4. How reliable are these computerized measures? and,

5. What criterion-related validity evidence exists for these measures
so far?

Data were currently being collected at all four sites to address
the reliability and criterion-related validity questions, but very
1ittle documented information was available. The research at AFHRL
was at the point of administering computerized measures to fairly
large samples of subjects. This was also true of the research at
Fort Rucker, where they expected to have validity data collected
and analyzed by sometime in 1984.

A number of the measures had been under study at NAMRL for some
time, but criterion-related validity had not been the primary focus
of their work. The prototype information processing measures de-
veloped there had been shown to be sensitive to individual differ-
ences within chronological age groups as well as to age-related
changes across different age groups. We were not ablie to observe
these measures directly as they were being administered off-site,
under NAMRL contract at the Aviation Research Laboratory in I11i-
nois, but the research was described to us in some detail.
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Data on the computerized measures at Fort Knox were being analyzed.
Their efforts apparently were hampered by severe range restriction
in the predictors as well as some problems with the c¢riterion
measures. They were finding signivicant, positive correlations
between microprocesscr measures and their higher fidelity, "hands-
on" counterparts.

To summarize, Tittle information was then availabie on the reliability
or criterion-related validity o¥ the computerized measures in use at the
sites. This was not surprising since most of the measures had been devel-
oped only recently.

Nevertheless, we Tearned some valuable lessons. First, large-scale
testing can be carried out on microprocessor equipment (AFHRL was doing
s0). Second, 2 variety of software and hardware can produce satisfactory
results, but we should carefully evaluate options before making these
choices. Third, it would be highly desirable to have the testing devices
or apparatus be as compact and simple in design as possible, in order to
minimize "down" time and make transportation feasible. Fourth, we begait to
form the impression that it wouid be highly desirable to develop our scft-
ware and hardware devices to be as completely self-administering (i.e.,
1ittie or no input required from test monitcrs) as possible and as imper-
vious as possible to prior experience with typewriting and playing video
games.

Phase 2. Demonstration Rattery

After conductirng the site visits, we programned a short demonstration
battery in the BASIC language on the Osborne 1, a portable microprocessor.
The purpose was to implement some of the techniques and procedures observed
during the visits in order to determine the degree of difficulty of such
programming, and tn get an idea of the quality »f results to be expected
from using a common portable microprocessor and a i1anguage that is common
to manv machines but has some disadvantages in processing power, speed, and
flexibility.

This short battery was self-administering, recovded time-to-answer and
the answer made, and contained five tests: simple reacticn time (pressing
a key when a stimuius appeared), choice reaction time (pressing one of twn
keys in response to one of two stimuli), perceptual speed and accuracy
vcomparing two alphanumeric phrases for similarity), verbal comnrehension
(vocabulary knowledge), and a self-rating form {indicating which of two
adjectives "best " descrihes the examinee, on a 7-point scale). We also
experimented with the programming of several types of visual tracking
gesis, but did not include these in the self-administered demonstration

. attery.

No data wewre collected with this demonstration battery, but it ful-
filled its intended purposes. Experience in developing and using the
battery convinced us that the BASIC 1inguage did not ailow enough power and
control of timing events to be useful for our purposes. The basic methods
for controlling stimulus presentation and response acquisition through a
keyboard were thoroughly explored. Techniques for developing a self-
administering battery of tests were tried out.

i
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The second activity during this phase was consultation at the Univer-
sity of I1linois with }hree experts about perceptual/osychemotor abilities
and their measurement.® We met with them to review what we had learned
Ffrom our activities to date, discuss our near-term development plans, and
get their reactions. We alsv discussed their pregram of research in this
grea and observed their computerized testing facility. The major points
that emerged from this meeting were:

o Generally speaking, it may be difficult to cotain discriminant
validity with the adcition of new predictors (beyond the ASVAB),
hut. the approach being taken by Project A Task 2 seems to allow the
maximal opportunity for this to occur and it allows the testing of
the hypothesis.

o The results obtzined in World War II using electro-mechanical,
psychomotor testing apparatus probably do generalize to the present
era in terms of che structure of abilities. and the usefulness of
s?%h abilities for predicting job performance in jobs like aircraft
pilot.

o The taxonomy of psychomotor skills and abilities probably should be
viewed in a2 hiararchical fashion, and perhaps Project A’s develop-
ment efforts would be best focused on two or three relatively high-
level abilities such as gross motor coordination, multilimb con-
stant processing tasks, and fine manipuiative dexterity.

o Rate of Tearning or practice effects are viewed as a major concern
for evaluating the usefulness of psychomotor ability measures for
predicting un-the-job performance. If later test performance (af-
ter many trials) was much more valid than early test performance
(early trials), or worse, if early test performance was not valid
and later test performance was, then it is unlikely that psychomo-
tor testing would be practically feasible in the operational mili-
tary-selectior. ervironment. There are, however, no empirically
based answers ¢o Lhese questions, and it is acknowledged that
research is necessary to obtain answers, especially with micropro-
cessor-driven testing methods.

Phase 3. Selecticn/Purchase of Microprocessors and Development/Tryout of
software

On the basis of the information from the {irst two phases, we defined
the desirable characteristics of a microprocessor useful for our research.
A prime consideration was transportability. Almost ail of our piiot
testing and other data collection efforts would take place at various field
sites throughout the United States and Europe. We would not be &ble to
build a stationary lz2boratory and bring the soldiers tu the site.

Following are the decired characteristics as we outlined them in the
Fall of 1983:

1 chartes Hu!in,'John Adams, and Pnillip Ackerman were the consultants.
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1. Reliability--This encompasses sevevral considerations. First, the
machine shoula be manufactured and mazintained Dy a comgany that has
a history of backing its products and, even more basi:, is Tikely
to remain in business. Secord, the machine !tseif should be fairly
rugged and capable of being carried around without breaking down.

2. Portability--Since we will need te transpurt the computer to sev-
eral posts durin? developmant efforts, the machine should be as
portag1e as possible, and, if Teesible, extremely easy to assemhle
and disassemble.

3. Most Racent Generation of Ma(hine--Progrets is very rapid in this
area; therefore, we should get the latest "proven” type of machire.
That maans getting a 16-bit microprocessor rather than an 8-bit
microprocesser. This way, the software developed will be more
Tikely to be usable on future machines.

4. Compatibility- -Aithough extremely difficult to achieve, a desirable
goal is to have a machine that is maximaliy cumpatible with other
machines, or that will have software that will be compatible with
other wachines. Thus, we think a CPM-based machine or some versioun
of the 8088 chip is best.

5. Appropriate Display Size, Memory Size, Disk Drives, Graphics, and
Peripheral Capabilities--We need a video display that is at least
nine inches (dfagonally), but it need not be a color monitor.
Since we will be developing experimental software, we need a rela-
tively large amount of random access memory, and 256 K seems to be
the largest memory size that {s generally available. (Later
project efforts %o create maximally efficient use of memory may
considerably reduce this requirement.) Also we require two floppy
disk drives to store needed software and to record subjects® re-
sponses. High-resolution graohics capability is desirable for some
of the kinds of tests we will develop. Finally, since several of
the ability measurement processes will require the use of paddles,
Joysticks, or other similar devices, the machine must have the
appropriate hardware and software t¢ allow this.

The characteristics listed in the above statement were used as cri-
teria for evaluating commercially available microprocessors. Most machines
were eliminated because they were very new on the market and thus had no
history, or they were made by relatively unkncwn manufacturers.

In the end we selected Compaq portable microprocessors with 256 K
random access memory, two 320 K-byte disk drives, a "game board" for ac-
cepting input from peripheral devices such as joysticks, and software for
FORTRAN, PASCAL, BASIC, and assembiy language programming. Six of these
machines were purchased in December 1983. We also purchased six commer-
cially available, dual-axis joysticks.

We then developed the initial version of the software needed to test
several perceptual/psychomotor abilities that we were reasonably certain
would be chosen for final inclusion in the Pilot Trial Battery, although
those abilities had not yet been finally selected. We had three general,
operational objectives in mind for the software to be produced: (1) as far
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as possible, it should be transportable to other microprocessors; (2) it
should require as little intervention as possible from a test administrator
in the process of prasenting the tests to subjects and storing the data;
and (3) 1t should enhance the standardization of testing by adjusting for
hardware differences across computers and response pedestals.

We first had tv choose a primary language. We chose to prepare the
bulk of the software using the PASCAL language as implemented by Microsofx,
Inc. PASCAL 13 a common lanquage and it is implemented using a compiler
that permits modularized development and software libraries. As computer
languages go, PASCAL 1s relatively easy for others to read and it can be
impiemented on & variaty of computers.

Some processes, mostly those that are specific to the hardware config-
uration, had to be written in IBM-PC assembly language. Examples include
interpretation of the peripheral device inputs, reading of the real-time-
clock registers, calibrated timiag loops, and specialized graphics and
screen menipulation routines. For each of these identified functions, a
PASCAL-callable "primitive" routine with a unitary purpose was written in
assembly language. Although the machine-specific code would be useless on
a different type of machine, the functions were sufficiently simple and
unitary in purpose so. that they could be reproduced with relative ease.

The overall strategy of the software development was to take advantage
of each researcher’s input as directiy as possible. It quickly became
clear that the direct programming of every item in every test by one person
(a programmer) was not going to be very successful in terms of either time
constraints or quality of product. To make it possible for each researcher
to contribute his/her judgment and effort to the project, it was necessary
to plan so as to, as much as possible, take the "programmer"” out of the
step between conception and product and enable researchers to create and
enter items without having to know special prngramming.

The testing software modules were designed as “command processors"
which interpreted relatively simple and problem-eriented commands. These
were organized in ordinary text written by the various researchers using
word processors. Many of the commands were common across all tests. For
instance, there were commands that permitted writing of specified text to
"windows" on the screen and controlling the screer aciributes (brightness,
background shade, etc); a command couid hold a display on the screen for a
period measured to 1/100th-second accuracy. There were commands that
caused the prngram to wait for the respondent to push a particular button,
Other commands caused the cursor to disappear or the screen to gc biank
during the construction of 31 complex display.

Some of the commands were specific to particnlar item types. These
commands were selected and programmed according to the neads of a particu-
lar test type. For each item type, we decided upon the relevant stimulus
properties to vary and built a command that would allow the item writer to
quickly construct a set of commands fov items which he or she could then
inspect on the screen.

These techniques made it possiblie for entire tests to be constructed
and experimentally manipulated by psychclogists who could not program a
computer.
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As this software was written, we used it to administer the compux-
arized tests to smcil groups of soldiers (M = 5 or fewer) at the Minnea-
polis Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS). These soidiers were
told abocut Project A, that their participation was voluntary and the test
results wouid not affect their status, but that we needed to have them try
their very best so that we could evaluate the tests. They were aiso asked
to write down anything about the tests that bothered them or any problems
they encountered during the testing, and told that the researchers would
talk to them about the computerized tast battery when they were finished.
The soldiers complieted the battery without assistance from the researchers,
unless 1t was absoluteiy necessary, and were then questioned.

The nature of these questions varied over the progress of these devel-
opmental tryouts, bui mainly dealt with clarity of instructions, diffi-
culty of tests or test items, screen brightness problems, difficulties
using keyboard or joysticks, clarity of visual displays, and their gencral
{favorabie/unfavorable) reaction to this type of testing.

These tryouts were held from 20 January 1984 through 1 Marcn 1984,
and » total of 42 persons participated in aine sessions. The feedback from
the participants was extremely useful in determining the shape of the
tests, prior to the first pilot test of the Pilot Trial Battery. After
each tryout, we would modify the software to clarify instructions, make
item or test difficuities more appropriate, make stimulus displays and
seguences of events more appropriate, and so forth. We also performed
simple analyses of the data collected, but mainly to insure that responsec
were being captured and recorded correctly--not for any substantive an-
alyses of the tests or constructs.

At the end of Phase 3, we had developed a self-administering, comput-
erized test battery that was implemented on a Compaq portable computer.
The subjacts responded on the normal keyboard for all iests except a
tracking test that required ther o use a jJoystick. This joystick was a
comaercially available device normaily used for video games. Seven dif-
ferent tests had been programmed. These were not necessarily tests we
wisned to include in the Pilot Trial Battery, but five did eventually end
up in that battery.

Phase 4. Continued Software Development and Desian/Construction of a

During the fourth phase, several significant events took place during
March-May 1984. An in-progress-review (IPR) meeting was held at which we
presented the results of the development efforts to date and received
guidance on next efforis from ARl staff, the Scientific Advisory Group
subcommittee assigned to Task 2, and other Project A researchers. We made
field observations of some combat MOS in order to inform the further devel-
opment of computerized tests; the first pilot test of the computerized
battery was cumpleted; and we designed and constructed a custom-made re-
sponse pedestal for the computerized battery.

The primary result of the in-progress-review was cne identification

and prioritization of the ability constructs for which computerized tests
should be developed. Chapter 5 describes these constructs in some detail.
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A sacond result of the review was a decision to go to the field to cbserve
several combat arms MOS in order to target the tests more closely to those
skills, insofar as that was possible.

These Tield observations subsequently took place at several posts.
They were relatively informal; we simply observed soldiers (usually a very
small number) working at their jobs in the field and, where possible, asked
questions to clarify their activities. We did complete a brief checklist
that required a rating of the degree of importance for the job of several
cognitive, perceptual, and psychomotor abilities; these checklists were not
formaily analyzed but were used for later discussions and development
efforts. We also operated various training aids and simulators available
during our visits. The MGS for which we were able to complete these field
observations were: 11B (Infantryman), 138 (Cannon Crewman), 19K (Armor
Crewman), 16S (MANPADS Crewman), and 05C (Radio Teletype Operator).

On one of these site visits we were able tc administer the comput-
erized battery to several trainers (for Armor Crewman, 19K). The primary
outcome of their feedback was a decision to develop a test that utilized
military aircraft and vehicle profiles in an identification task. Their
suggestion ccrroborated our field observations that such a test seemed more
appropriate than a test then in the battery that was intended to predict
skill at target identification (this test had been adapted from the Hidden
Figures test in the ETS battery). ‘

The first pilot test of the Pilot Trial Battery occurred at Fort
Carson during this phase. (See Chapter 2 for a description of the sample
and procedures of that pilot test.) For the computerized tests, the same
procedures were used as for the MEPS tryouts described above in Phase 3. A
total of 20 soldiers completed the computerized battery.

The information from this pilot test primarily confirmed a major
concern that had surfaced during the MEPS tryouts, namely the undesirabil-
ity of the computer keyboard and commercially available joysticks for
acquiring test responses. Feedback from subjects (and our observations)
indicated that (1) it was difficult to pick out one or two keys on the
keyboard, and (2) fairly elaborate, and therefore confusing, instructions
were needed to use the keyboard in this manner. Even with such instruc-
tions, subjects often missed the appropriate key, or inadvertently pressed
the keys because they were leaving their fingers on the key in order to
retain the appropiiate position for response. Alsc, subjects varied in the
way they prepared for test items, and the more or less random positioning
of their hands added unwanted (zrror} variance to their scores.

Similar issues arose with the joysticks, but the main problems were
their lack of durability and the large variance across joysticks in their
operating characteristics, again adding error variance.

After consultation with AR[ and other Project A researchers, we de-
cided to develop a custom-made response pedestal in an attempt to alleviate
these problems. We drew up a rough design for such a pedestal and con-
tracted with an engineering firm to fabricate a prototype. We tried ocut
the first prototype, suggested modifications, and had six copies produced
in time for the Fort Lewis pilot test in June 1984. Chapter 5 describes
the response pedestal in some detail.



Completing work in Phase 4 we wrote additional software to (1) test
the abilities that had been chosen for inclusion in the Pilot Trial Battery
and (2) accommodate the new response pedestal.
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PILOT TRIAL BATTERY
Identification of Measures

In March 1984, an IPR meeting was held to decide on the measures to be
developed for the Pilot Trial Battery. Information from the literature
review, expert judgments, initial analyses of the preliminary battery, and
the first three phases of computer battery development was presented and
discussed. Task 2 staff made recommendations for inclusions of measures
and these were evaluated and revised. Figure 1.5 shows the results of that
deliberation process. (The names of the tests developed for the Pilot
Trial Battery are shown in the right-hand column of Figure 1.5. GEach of
these tests 1is dealt with extensively in lTater chapters, so we make no
attempt to describe them here.) This set of recommendations served as the
blueprint for Task 2’s test development efforts for the next several
months.

Pilot Tests and Field Tests

There were three pilot tests of the measures developed for the Pilot
Trial Battery. These tock place at Fort Carson in April 1984, Fort Camp-
bell in May 1984, and Fort Lewis in June 1984. At the first two sites not
all Pilot Trial battery measures were administered, but the complete bat-
tery was administered at Fort Lewis. Subsequent chapters of this report
describe these pilot tests, resulting analyses, and revisions to measures
prior to the field tests. The reports of analyses of the pilot test data
emphasize the Fort Lewis administration because it was the first time the
complete battery was administered and it was the largest pilot test sample.
(The pilot tests, especially those at Fert Carson and Fort Campbell, are
often referred to as "tryouts" in the remainder of this report.)

A field test of the complete Pilot Trial Battery was conducted at Fort
Knox in September 1984, In addition, supplementary field test studies were
conducted at Fort Knox, Fort Bragg, and the Minneapolis MEPS Auring the
Fall of 1984. Following analysis of the field test results, the test
battery was revised for use in the Concurrenf Validation administration.

The data collection procedures and samples for the various tests are
described in Chapter 2 of this report. Description of the measures them-
selves, and of the resuits of the tests and analyses, is organized by the
major types of predictor categories:

Cognitive Paper-and-Pencil -- Chapter 3, Pilct Tests, and
Chapter 4, Field Test

Perceptual/Psychomotor;
Computer-Administered -- Chapter 5, Pilot Tests, and
. Chapter 6, Field Test

Non-Cognitive Paper;and-Pencil -- Chapter 7, Pilot Tests, and
Chapter 8, Field Test

.Revisions of the measures after field testing, into the form to be
used in Concurrent Validation, ara described in Chapter 9.

1-34 -

| L ¥ ! h y o y y s, . . U . 0 gy .
‘r“*'""‘“t"‘-"u'l“»'-‘l;"'t"".k*»"o'.’n"‘t"“t"'u"‘-""-',- A0y O'?‘i'..w"'.t'!‘ﬁ!.t.!‘l ..'J.‘A"-'s‘!'vd'o'.a‘ui.‘n'. s _o"k’;‘f t’f‘,l?!'i‘- W4 (g O M O T NN '3‘0'-.‘.’.- L -':-A




. Finel Pradictor '
Frioriey* Catepury Pilot Trial Baitery Test Names

Cognitive:
7 HeMOTY . + « « o ¢ o « o o« » s« o (Short) Mewmory Test - Compuler
6 Numbeat . « + + ¢« ¢« ¢« o« ¢« « o o « o« HNumber Memory Test ~ {omputer
8 Parceptual Speed & Accuracy . . . Perceptual Spued & Accuracy -
Computer .
Target Identificaticn Test -
Computer
& Iaductlon . . . v e oo o o o« «» Reasoning Test 1
' Reasoning Test 2
3 Reaction Time . ., o . « ¢« ¢ ¢ » - Simple Resction Time ~ Computer
Choice Reaction Time -~ Computer
3 Spacial Orlentation . . . . . » « Orientation Test 1
Orlentatfon Test 2
: Orientation Tastc 3
2 Spatial Viaualization/Field
Independence . . . . ¢« + . « « « Shapes Test
1 Spatial Visualization , . . . . . Object Rotations Teet
: Assembiing Objects Test
Path Teat
Maze Test

Non-Cognitive, Biodata/Temperament:

Ad justment
Dependabilicy
Achievement
Physical Condition > ABLE (Assessment of Background
Potency Life Experiences)

Locus of Control
Agreeablenzas/Likeability
Validity Scales

NV D WN -

Non-Cognitive, Interests:

1 Rexalistic
2 Invesatigative
3 Conventional AVOICE (Army Vocational
4 Social Interest Career Examination)
5 Artistic
6 Enterprising
Psychomotor:
1 Multilimb Cowbination . . . . . . Target Tracking Test 2 ~ Computer
Target Shoot - Computer
2 Precision . . . . . . . . . . , ., Target Tracking Test 1 - Computer
3 Manual Dexterity . . . . . . . . (None)

%Final priority arxived at via consensus of March 1584 IPR attendanta.

.

Figure 1.5. Predictor categories discussed at IPR March 1984, linked to
Pilot Trial Battery test names
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CHAPTER 2
TEST DATA COLLECTION: PROCEDURES AND SAMPLES

Janis S. Houston

In this chapter, we describe the procedures used to collect data at
the pilot and field test sites and report basic descriptive data about the
sample of soldiers that participated.

PILOT TESTS
Pilot Test #1: Fort Carson
Procedures

On 17 April 1984, a sample cf 43 soldiers at Fort Carson, Coloradec
participated in the first pilot testing of the Pilot Trial Battery. The
testing session ran from 0800 hours to 1700 hours, with two 15-minute
?reags (one mid-morning and one mid-afternoon) and a one-hour break for

unch.

Groups of five soldiers at a time were randomly selected to take
computerized measures in a separate room while the remaining soldiers took
paper-and-pencil tests. When a group of five soldiers completed the com-
puterized measures, they were individually and collectively interviewed
about their reactions to the computerized tests, especially regarding
clarity of instructions, face validity of tests, sensitivity of items, and
their general disposition toward such tests. The soldiers.then returned to
the pacer-and-pencil testing session, and another group of five was se-
lected tc take the computer measures. '

Thus, not all the soldiers took all of the tests. The maximum N for
zny single paper-and-pencil test'was 38 (43 minus the 5 taking computer
tests). Computerized measures were administerad to a total of 20
soldiers. The new paper-and-pencil cognitive tests in the Pilot Trial
Battery were each administered in two equally timed halves, to investigate
the Part 1/Part 2 correlations as estimates of test reliahility.

After actual test administration was completed, ten soidiers were
selected to give specific, test-oy-test feedback about paper-and-pencil
tests in a small group session, while the remaining soldiers participated
in a more general feedback and debriefing session.

Tests Administered

Table 2.1 contains a list of all the tests administered at Fort Car-
son, in the order in which they ware administered, with the time limit and
number of items for each test. These tests can be categorized as follows:

0 10 new cognitive paper-and-pencil measures
0 9 marker tests for new paper-and-pencil cognitive measures
0 7 computerized measures

2-1
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Table 2.1

Pilot Tests Administere¢_ai Fort Carson, 17 April 1984
Time
Limit No. of
Test Items Ivpe of Test

Paper-and-Pencil Tests

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6
7
8

9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

Path Test

Reasoning Test 1

EAS Test 1 - Verbal Comprehension
Orientation Test 1

Shapes Test

. EAS Test 2 - Numerical Ability
. Object Rotation Test
. ETS Chonsing a Path

Orientation Test 2
Reasoning Test 2

Orientation Test 3
Assembling Objects Test
Maze Test

Mental Rotations Test

. ETS Hidden Figures

. ETS Map Planning

. ETS Figure Classification

. EAS Test 5 - Space Visualization
. FIT Assembly

Computer Measures?

1.

GO v &AW N

~3

Simple Reaction Time

. Choice Reaction Time
. Perceptual Speed & Accuracy

. Tracing Test

Short Memory Test

. Hidden Figures Test
. Target Shoot

9 35 New, Cognitive
14 3c New, Cognitive
5 30 Marker, Cognitive
8 20 New, Cognitive
16 54 New, Cognitive
10 75 Marker, Cognitive
7 60 New, Cognitive
8 16 Marker, Cognitive
8 20 New, Cognitive
11 32 New, Cognitive
12 20 New, Cognitive
16 30 New, Cognitive
] 24 New, Cognitive
10 20 Marker, Cognitive
14 16 Marker, Cognitive
6 40 Marker, Cognitive
8 14 Marker, Cognitive
5 50 Marker, Cognitive
10 20 Marker, Cognitive
Nore 15 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
None 15 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
None 80 New, Perceptual/
, Psychomotor
None 26 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
None 50 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
None . 32 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
None 20 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor

2 A11 computer measures were administered using a Compaq portable micro-
processor with a standard keyboard plus a commercially available dual-axis
Joystick.
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The new paper-and-pencil cognitive tests were tests newly developed by
the researchers to measure the constructs or abilities that had been se-
Tected as important in earlier stages of the research (see Chapter 1).
Detailed descriptions of the development and analyses of these tests are
given in Chapters 3 and 4. The marker tests were published tests that were
viewed as the ciosest or best measure of the selected abilities.

Sample Description

As previously mentioned, & total of 43 soldiers participated in Pilot
Test #1, with 20 soldiers completing the computerized measures and a maxi-
mum of 38 soldiers completing individual paper-and-pencil tests. Table 2.2
presents a brief demographic description of the sample.

Table 2.2
Description of Fort Carson Sample (N = 43)

1. Age: 3. Sex:
Mean = 22.76 years ' Males 33
Median = 21.50 years Females 10

Standard Deviation = 2.19

4. Rage:
2. Current MOS:
Black 10
MOS N Asian 1
White 24
19 8 Hispanic 5
11 6 Gther 3
13 5
16 4
98 3 5. Years in_the Service:
05 (Computed from Date of Enlistment)
2
27 2 Mean = 1.72
64 2
76 2 Median = 1.55
91 2
Standard Deviation = 1.10
96 2
24 1
31 1
36 1
71 1

~3
o
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Pilot Test #2: Fort Campbell
Precedures

The second pilet testing session was conducted at Ft. Campbell, Ken- :
tucky on 16 May 1984. A sample of 57 soldiers attended the 8-hour session,
and ali 57 completed paper-and-pencil tests. No computerized measures were
administered at this pilot session. Once again, the ten new cognitive
tests were administered in two 2qually timed halves, to investigate
Part 1/Part 2 correlations.

Because we were still experimenting with time l1imits on the new cogni-
tive tests, soldiers were asked to mark which item they were on when time
was called for each of these tests, and then to continue to work on that
part of the test until they finished. Finishing times were recorded for
all the tests (Parts 1 and 72 separately, where appropriate).

——

After tast administration was compieted, the group was divided. Ten
individuals were selected to provide specific feedback concerning the new
non-cognitive measures and the rema’ning individuals provided feedback on C
the new cognitive measures. {

Tests Ac¢ministered

Table 2.3 Tists all the tests and inventories administered at Pilot
Test #2: Fort Campbell, along with tha time 1imit and number of items for
each. There were ten new cognitive tests with five cognitive marker tests,
and two new non-cognitive inventories with one non-cognitive marker inven-
tory. Mo computerized measures were administered.

P e T - E RS X W

The two new non-cognitive inventcries were daveloped by the resear-
chers to measure the constructs selected as important in earlier stages of
the research (see Chapter 1). The Assessment oV Background and Life Exper-
jences (ABLE) measured temperament ard biodata constructs and the Army
Vocaticnal Interest Career Examination (AVOICE) measured vocationa: in-
terests. The Personal Opinion Inventory (POI) was intended as & marker
inventory in that it ccntained pubiished scales thought to measure the
constructs selected as important in the temperament domain. Detailed
descriptions of the rztionale, developmen’, and analyses of the rew non-
cognitive inventories are provided in Chapters 7 and 8.

»

Sample Description

A total of 57 soldiers completed the Pilot Trial Battery as adminis-
tered at Fort Campbell. A description of this sample’s demographic make-up
appears 1n Table 2.4.

D R e i e e IR R TR SR NER S R ]

Pilot Test #3: Fort lewis
Procedures

For the third pilot testing session, approximately 24 soldiers per day
for five days (11-15 June 1984) were available for testing at Fort Lewis,
Washington. Test sessions ran from 0800 hours to 1700 hours, with short
breaks in the morning and afterroon, and a one-hour lunch break. The

_Ammar
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Table 2.3 |
Pilot Tests Administered at Fort Campbell, 16 May 1984

Total
Time
Limit No. of
Paper-and-Pencil Tests (Mins.) Items Type of Test
1. Path Test 9 44 New, Cognitive
2. Reasoning Test 1 14 30 New, Cognitive
3. EAS Verbal Comprehension 8 30 Marker, Cognitive
4. Orientation Test 1 9 30 New, Cognitive
5. Shapes Test , 16 54 New, Cognitive
6. Object Rotation Test 9 90 New, Cognitive
7. Reasoning Test 2 11 32 New, Cognitive
8. Orientation Test 2 8 20 New, Cognitive
9. ABLE (Assessment of Background :
and iLife Experiences) None 291 New, Non-Cegnitive
10. Orientation Test 3 ) 12 20 New, Cognitive
11. Assembling Objects Test 16 40 New, Cognitive
12. Maze Test 8 24 New, Cognitive
13. AVOICE {Army Vocational Interest
Career Examination) None 306 New, Non-Cognitive
14. ETS Hidden Figures 14 16 Marker, Cognitive
15. ETS Map Planning 6 40 Marker, Cognitive
16. ETS Figure Classification 8 14 Marker, Cognitive
17. FIT Assembly 10 20 Marker, Cognitive
18. POI (Personal Opinion Inventory) Ncne 121 Marker, Non-Cognitive

2-5
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Table 2.4
Description of Fort Campbell Sample (N = 57)

1. Aje: 3. Sex:
Mean = 21.40 years Males 46
Median = 21 years Females 11
SG = 3.07
4. Race:
2. gurrent MQS: Black 15
Astian 1
MOS N White 36
Hispanic 5
76 19
63 11
27 9 ' : 5. Years ip the Service:
52 9 , (Computed from Date of Enlistment)
31 3 :
Mean =~ 1.84
36 2
71 2 Median = 1.67
54 1
62 1 SO = 1.27

entire Pilot Trial Battery, including new cognitive and non-cognitive
measures, was administered to all soldiers. To accomplish this, the sche-
Jule displayed in Table 2.5 was followed.

Each day, the approximately 24 soldiers were divided into four groups
(laveled A, B, C, and D) of six soldiers each. While Group A touk the com-
puterized measures, groups B, C, and D took the first half of the paper-
and-pencil cognitive tests {labeled Cl). While Group B tcok the comput-
erized measures, Groups A, C, and D took the second half of the paper-and-
pencil cognitive measures (Jabeled C2), and while Group C took the comput-
erized measures, Groups A, B, and D took the paper-and-gpencii non-cognitive
measures (labeled NC). At approximately 1500 hours, each group took that
portion of the Pilot Trial Battery they had not yet received.

Once again, the new paper-and-pencil cognitive tests were administered
in two equally timed halves to investigate Part 1/Part 2 correlations as
estimates of test reliability. Individuals were not allowed any extra time
to work on each test beyond the time limits, but finishing times were
recorded for individuals compietino tests .o:ore Lime was called.

After a soldier completed the computerized battery, each was asked
about his or her general reacticn to the computerized battery, the clarity
and completeness of the instructions, perceived difficulty of the tests,
and ease of use of the response apparatus.

2-6
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Table 2.5 !
Dajly_Schedule for Fort Lewis Pilot Testing® ‘ '

Approximate Time Room ] Ruem 2 Room 2

0800 to 0815 A, B, C, D for .-
Introduction, etc.

0815 to 1000 B, C, D take first half A takes all computer .-

of Cognitive Tests (Cl) measuv'es
1015 to 1200 A, C, D take second half B takas all computer --
of Cognitive Tests (C2) measures !
1300 to 1500 A, B, © take all Non- C takes all computer --
Cognitive Measures (NC) measures
1515 to 1700 A takes Cl D takes all computer B takes (2
measures
€ takes NC

2 Each day the soldiers in the sanple were divided into four groups of
approximately six soldiers each, referred to here as Groups A, B, C, and U.

Tests Administered

The tests édministered at Pilot Test #3 in Fort Lewis, are listed in {
Table 2.6, with the time 1imit and number of items in each test. A summary ‘
of these tests follows:

o 10 new, paper-and-pencil, cognitive tests
o 4 marker, paper-and-pencil, cognitive tests '
0 2 new, paper-and-pencil, non-cognitive tests f
0 8 new, computerized, perceptual/psychomctor measures

Sample Description

Table 2.7 provides demographic information about the Fort Lewis sam-
ple. A total of 118 soldiers participated in the pilot testing.

Summary of Pilot Tests

The Pilot Test Battery was initially develeped in March 1984 and wert
through three complete pilot testing iterations by August 1984. After each
iteration, observations noted during administration were scrutinized, data
analyzed, and results carefully examined. Revisions were made in specific
jtem content, test longth, and time limits, where appropriate.

Table 2.8 summarizes the three Pilot Test sessions conducted during
this period, with the total sample size for each, and the number and types
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Table 2.6

Pilot Tests Administered at Fort lewis, 11-15 June 1984

Total
Administration Time No. of
group lest Limit  Items Type of Test
Paper-and Pencil Tests
Path Test 8 44 New, Cognitive
" Reasoning Test 1 12 30 New, Cognitive
Orientation Test 1 10 30 New, Cognitive
| Shapes Test 16 54 New, Cognitive
Object Rotation Test 8 90 New, Cognitive
Reasoning Test 2 10 2 New, Cognitive
Maze Test 6 24 New, Cognitive
SRA Word Grouping 5 30 Marker, Cognitive
Orientation Test 2 10 24 New, Cognitive
Orientation Test 3 12 20 New, Cognitive
c2 Assembling Objects Test 16 40 New, Cegnifive
ETS Map Planning 6 40 Marker, Cognitive
Mental Rotations Test 10 20 Marker, Cognitive
DAT Abstract Reasoning 13 25 harker, Cognitive
NC ABLE None 268 New, Non-Cognitive
AVOICE None 306 New, Non-Cognitive
Computerized Measures?:
Simple Reaction Time Nene 15 New, Perceptual/
' Psychomotor
Choice Reaction Time None 15 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
Perceptual Speed & Accuracy None 80 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
Target Tracking Test 1 None 18 New, Perceptuai/
Psychomotsor
Target Tracking Test 2 None 18 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
Target Identification Test None 44 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
Memory Test None 50 New, Perceptual/
Psychomotor
Target (Shost) Test None 40 New, Perceptual/

Psychomotor

3 A11 computer measures were administered via a custom-made response pedestal

designed specifically for this purpose.
kevboard.

No responses were made on the computer
A Compaq microprocessor was used.




Table 2.7
Rascription of Fort Lewis Sample (N = 118)

1. Age: 2. (Continued)

Mean = 22.82 years MOS N
Mecian = 22.21 years 75F i

76C 2
SD = 4.2 76P 1

76V 5

76M 2

2, Cyrrent MOS:

76Y 6
MOS N 82¢C 2

83F 1
058 2 918 5
05C 5 948 2
11B . 13
11C 6
114 12 3. Sex:
13C 1 Males 97
13E 2
13F 2 Famales 22
19E 1
27E 1

4. Race:
31E 1
- 31V 3 Black 30

36C 3 Hispanic 14
36K 1 White 66
54C 5 Asian

North American
54 2 Indian 2
638 4 Other 1
63J 1 Blank 2
63W 1
64C 5

5. Years in the Service:

g;¥ g (Computed from Date of Enlistment)
68G 1 Mean = 2.55
68J 1
71L 4 Median = 1.75
72E 2 SD = 2.90
73C 1
740 1
74F 1
758 3
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Table 2.8
Summary of Pilot Testing Sessions for Pilot Trial Battery

Total
Pilot Sample '

Test # Location Date Size  No./Type of Te

1 Fort Carson 17 April 43 10 New Cognitive

1984 Marker Cognitive
New Non-Cognitive
Marker Non-Cognitive
Computerized Measures

2 Fort Campbell 16 May 57
1984

[~}

New Cognitive

Marker Cognitive

New Non-Cognitive
Marker Non-Cognitive
Computerized Measures

3 Fort Lewis 11-15 June 118
1984

el
CONSO O~MNUno ~NOOWw

New Cognitive

Marker Cognitive

New Non-Cugnitive
Marker Non-Cognitive
Computerized Measures

of tests administered at each. Appendix F is a copy of the Pilot Trial
Battery as it was administered in June 1984, at Fort Lewis and Appendix G
is a copy of the revised Pilot Trial Battery as it was administered in the
field tests during Fall 1984, (Both Appendix F and Appendix G are
contained in a separate iimited-distributipn report, ARI Research Note in
preparation, as noted on page xiv.)




FIELD TESTS

The fuil Pilot Trial Battery was administered at Fort Knox in Septem-
ber 1984 in a formal field test to evaluate all of the component measures
and to analyze psychometric characteristics of the data obtained. In
addition, test-retest effects and practice effects were analyzed as part of
the Fort Knox field testing, and fakability studies were conducted at fort
Bragg and the Minneapolis Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS).

Field Test of Pilot Trial Battery: Fort Knox

The field test of the Pilot Trial Battery at Fort Knox was conducted
to evaluate the psychometric characteristics of all of the measures in the
battery, and to analyze the covariance of the measures with each other and
with the ASVAB.

Procedures

Data coliection was scheduied for four weeks at Fort Knox. During the
first two weeks, 24 soldiers were scheduled each day. On some days, how-
ever, more than 24 soldiers arrived for testing. Because of the limited
availability of computer testing stations (only six), 24 soldiers was the
maximum number that could complete the entire battery. The "overflow"
soldiers, however, did complete all of the paper-and-pencil measures.

Each group of soldiers assembled at 0800. The testing sessions in-
cluded two 15-minute breaks, and one hour was aliowed for Tunch. When the
soldiers were assembled, they were divided into four groups if there were
24 or fewer soldiers, and into five groups if there were more than 24 sol-
diers.

Figure 2.1 shows the daily schedule of testing for the first two weeks
when the full Pilot Trial Battery was being field tested. Figure 2.2 shows
the daily schedule in a different way, deroting the room assigrments for
each group of soldiers throughout the day.

Figure 2.3 shows the schedule for weeks three and four, when the test-
retest and practice-effects studies were being conducted. Each soldier
from the first two weeks reported back for a half day of testing, either in
the morning (0800) or the afternoon (1300), exactly two weeks after his or
her week 1 or 2 session. The soidier then completed one-third of all the
paper-and-pencil tests (a re-test), and completed either the computer
"practice" session or the entire computer battery (a re-test).

1 ri

If 24 soldiers had appeared for each testing day and completed all
tests as scheduled, we would have achieved the following sample sizes:

N = 240 for all cognitive and non-cognitive paper-and-pencil testS
N = 240 for computer tests
N = 80 retest of paper-and-pencil tests
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0800

0815

0830

1030

1315

1515

Rollcall!. Divide 24 soldiers into four groups of six each, called
A, B, C, and D. Overflow soldiers (N>24) were assigned to Gruup E.
(This group’s schedule is shown in Figure 2.2).

Read Introduction
Read Privacy Act Statement
Complete Soldier Information Sheet

Test Time_Limi
Path Test 8
Reasoning Test 1 12 Cogriitive 1 Tests (Cl1)
Orientation Test 1 10 Groups B, C, D complete these.

Group A compietes computer tests.

Shapes Test 16 '
Object Rotation Test 7.5
Reasoning Test 2 10
Orientation Test 2 10 Cognitive 2 Tests (C2)
Orientation Test 3 12 Groups A, C, D complete these.

Group B completes computer tests.

"Assembling Objects Test 16

Maze Test 5.5
ABLE 50 Non-Cognitive Instruments (NC)
AVOICE 35 Groups A, B, D complete these.

Group C completes computer tests.

Final Sessions: Group A takes C1
Group B takes C2
Group C takes NC

Group D takes computer tests

Figure 2.1. Daily testing schedule for Fort Knox Field Test, Weeks 1

and 2.
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Daily Schedule for Weeks 3 and 4
Approx Time Room 1 Room 2
0800 Week 1: Morning Group A take Week 1: Morning Group B
paper-and-pencil retest* take computer retest
N=26 N=6¢6
1000 Week 1: Morning Group B take Week 1: Morning Group A take
paper-and-pencil retest* computer practice effects
N=2¢6 N=§
1300 Week 1: Aftenoon Group A Week 1: Afterncon Croup B
take paper-and-pencil retest* take computer retest
N=2¢§ N=6¢6
1500 Week 1: Afternoon Group B Week 1: Afternoon Group A
take paper-and-pencil retest* take computer practice effects
N=6¢6 N=¢6

*Each paper-and-pencil retest session received one of the following:

€1, C2, or NC.

Groups were cycled through all t

nree in that order

and the cycle was repeated; i.e., Monday at 080C is Cl, at 1000 is C2,
at 1300 is NC, at 1500 is Cl; Tuesday at 0800 is C2, etc.

Figure 2.3. Daily schedule for Fort Knox Field Test, Weeks 3 and 4.
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N =~ 120 retest of computer tests
N.- 120 practice effects on computer tests

However, due to the usual exigencies of data collection in the field,
there was some deviation from these targets. On some days fewer than 24
soldiers appeared, and on other days more than 24 soldiers appeared. 1In
addition, we were able to schedule cone additional testing day. Finally,
some soldiers were unable to complete all the testing due to family or
other emergencies. Therefore, the following samples were obtained:

N = 292 completed all cognitive and non-cognitive paper-and-pencil
tests

N = 256 completed ~omputer tests

N = 112-129 completed retest of paper-and-pencil tests (N varied
' across tests)

N = 113 completed retest of computer tests

N = 74 completed practice effects on computer tests

Table 2.9 shows the race and gender makeup for Fort Knox soldiers
completing at least part of the Pilot Trial Battery. Table 2.10 shows the

sample distribution by MOS code. The mean age cf the participating sol-

diers was 21.9 years {SD = 3.1). The mean years in service, computed from
date of enlistment in the Army, was 1.6 years {(SD = 0.9).

Table 2.9

Race and Gender of Fort Knox Fiald Test Sample of the: Pilot Trial Battery

Race Freguency
White 156
Hispanic 24
Black 121
American Indian 2
Total 303

Sex Freguency
Female 57
Male 248
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Tabie 2.10

ijM.Qs&m&lg.njl__&D&&lﬂUes of Fort Knox Field Jest Sample
of the Pilot Trial Battery

Mos N MOS N
058 1 63N 5
118 2 63T 3
11C 3 63W 3
128 16 63Y 1
138 14 - 64C 10
13€ 1 676 1
- 19D 19 710 ]
¥ 19E .29 716 4
. 19K 16 71L 21
31J 2 71M 3
318 2 71N 1
31V 3 72E 1
35¢ 1 73C 2
36¢ 1 758 7
36K 2 750 1
a1c 1 75F 1
43M ] 76C 11
448 ] 769 2
44F 2 76V 9
458 ] 76M 1
456G 1 76Y 38
45K 1 81E 1
45N 8 82¢ 1
4s7 1 84B 1
518 3 91B 3
51N 1 91E 2
520 1 928 1
558 2 93F 1
. 57€ i 948 2
. 628 2 94F 1
- 52E 1 958 15
638 8 968 1
63D 1
63E 4
63J i

- s . ¢ - - LT O . ) r
OO A AN A R L W I NN N IR D DRI AON Sl Wt Wt g8 vy WMM&MM&



Additional Field Testing

As noted previously, field tests were conducted at three sites. The
sites and the basic purpose of the field test at each site were as follows:

Fart Knox. The full Pilot Trial Battery was administered here, as
described above. '

Fort Bragq. The non-cognitive Pilot Trial Battery measures,
Assessmen® of Background and Life Experiences (ABLE) and Army Vocational
Interest Career Examination (AVOICE), were administered to soldiers at Fort
Bragg under several experimental conditions in order to estimate the extent
to which scores on these instruments could be altered or "faked," when
persons are instructed to do so. Information on procedures and sample is
contained in Chapter 8.

Minneapolis Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS). The non-
cognitive measures were administered to a sample of soldiers as they were

being processed into the Army in order to estimate how persons might alter
. their scores in an actual applicant setting. Information on procedures and
sample is contained in Chapter 8.

mmar

The field test was completed in September 1984. Appendix G contains a
copy of the Pilot Trial Battery as it was administered during the field
tests.

The remaining chapters in this report describe the development of the
Pilot Trial Battery measures, the anaiyses of the pilot test and field test
data, and the revisions made to the battery based on those analyses.
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CHAPTER 2
COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL MEASURES: PILOT TESTING

Jody L. Toquam, Marvin D. Dunnette, VyVvy A, Corpe,
Janis §. Houston, Norman G. Peterscn, Teresa L. Russell,
and HMary Ann Harson

GENERAL

This chapter deals with the cognitive paper-and-pencil measures devel-
oped Ffor inclusion in the Pilct Trial Battery. As des~rihed in Chapter 1,
the Task 2 research team, including centractor personnei, Army Research
Irstitute monitcrs, and designated members of the Scientific Advisory
Group, had previously evaluated and prioritized cognitive ability con-
structs or predictor categories according to their relevence and importance
for pradicting success in a variety of Army MCS (see Figure 1.5). Th.:=2
priority ratings were used to plan cognitive paper-and-pencil tesi <eveiop-
ment activities.

Before describina the development of the tests, we outline some issues
and objective, germane tc all the cegnitive paper-and-pencil measures.
Each cagnitive predictor category is then discussed in turn.

Within each category, we provide a defirition of the target cognitive
ability. Next, for each test developed to measure the target ability, we
outlipe the strategy followed; this included identifying (1) the target
populatior or target MOS for which the measure is hypothesized to most
effeztively predict success, (2) published tests that served as markers ¥or
each new measure, (3) intended level of item difficulty, and (4) type of
test (i.e., speed, power, or a combination). The test itself is then
described and example items are provided. Results from the first two pilot
test administrations or tryouts are reported to explain and document sub-
sequent revisions. Finally, psychometric test data from the third pilot
test, conducted at Fort Lewis, are discussed and the form of the test
decided upon foi- field testing is described.

The Tast portion of this chapter presents a summary and analysis of
the newly developed cognitive ability tests. This includes a discussion of
test intercorrelations, results from a factor analysis of the intercorrela-
tions, and results from subgroup anaiyses of test scores from the pilot
test at Fort Lewis. Field testing of these measures is then described in
Chapter 4.

farget Pooulation

The population for which these tests have been developed i< the same
one to which the Army applies the ASVAB, that is, persons applying to
enlist in the Army. This is, speaking very generally, & populaticn made up
of recent high school graduates, not entering college, from all geographic
sections of the United States. Non-high-schon! graduates may be accepted
into (he Army, but present policy gives preference to high schoul grad-
uates. For a number of reasons, Army applicants are probably not a truiy
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random sample of all recent high school graduates, but for initial test
deveiopnent activities & highly refined specification of Army applicants
was not necessary, and was not attempted.

|
Ancther point to be made about the target population is the fact that |
it was, practically speaking, inaccessible to us during our development |
process. We wev2 constrained to use eniisted soldiers to try out the newly |
developed tests. Enlisted soldiers, uf course, represent a restrictad |
sampie of the target population in that they all have passed enlistment 1
standards; furthernore, 2Imost all of the soldiers that we were able to use |
in our pilot tests had also passed Basic and Advanced Individual Trairing. |
Thus, the persons in our samples are presumably more qualified, mure able, |
more parsevering. and so forth, on the average, than are the persors in the l
target population.
|
|
|

The above discussion leads up to two major implications that served as
general guidelires for our development and pilot testing activities:

(1) The tests to be develonped will be applied to a population with a
Targe range of ahilities. Therefore, we should attempt to de-
veiop tests each of which have a broad range of item difficul-
ties. Highly peaked tests, in the sense that a!l items would
have difficulty levels near ‘a certain value {e.g., .50, indicat-
ing that haif the examinees would answer cnvrectly), were not our
goal.

(2) The.soldiers upon whom the tests will be initially tried out are
nenerally hiqcher in ability than the target populatior. There-

- che tents shonid be somewhat easier than they would be if
we .. access to an unrestri-ted sample of the target population
in trying out tha tests. Wit »egcvd to this point, we point out
the somewhat confusing nature of *he technical term "difficulty
level." This term is defined as the prupovtion of persons at-
tempting an item who answer the item correcrtly. Thus, a " lgh
item aifficulty level (say .90) means the item is relatively
easy, whereas a low item difficulty level (say .10) means the
item is r2latively hard. When used in reference to an entire
test, it is usually defined as the proportion of the total number
of items that are answered correctly, on the average. Thus, a
test difficulty level of .75 means that, on the average, persons
taking the test answer 75% of the items correctly.

The above discussion of the target population shows how we derived
some generai guidelines about the difficulty ievel of the tests and their
items. Another decision to be made about each tect was its placement on
the power vs. speed continuum. This decision is, of course, linkcd to the
test difficulty issue, since a relalively easy test can usually be made
difficult simply by reducing the time allowed to take the test.

{
1
|
|
i
{
f
i
:
!
E
A
Power vs. Speed ;
|
»

Very few tests used in practical testing situations are pure power %
tests, but quite a few are highly speeded tests. Most psychometricians E
would agree that a "pure” rower test is a test administered in such a way ,
that all persons taking the test are allowed enough time to ittempt all :
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items on the test, and that a "pure" speeded test is a test administered in
such a way that nc one taking the test has enough time to attempt all of
the items. In practice, there appears to be a power/speed continuum, and
most tests fall somewhere between the two extiremes on this continuum. It
also is the case that a power test usually contains items that net all
persons wiil be able to answer correctly, even given unlimited time to’
complete the test, while a speeded test usually contains items that all or
almost all persons could answer correctiy, given enough time to attempt the
items.

As a matter of practicai definition for this developmental effort, we
used an "80% completion” rule-of-thumb to define a power test. That is, if
a test could be completed by 80 percent of all those taking the test, then
we considered it a "power” test. Tests with completion rates lower than
this were considered to have some "speededness"” determining performance on
the test.

The Pilot Trial Battery contains cognitive ability tests that may be
considered power tests, and tests that may be categorized as highly speeded -
tests, using the above definition. It also contains tests that may be '
viewed as combinations of both power and speed. Each test is defined beluw
as a power, speeded, or combination test according to the development
strategy employed.

Reliability

A final issue related to evaluation of test construction procedures is
tcst reliability. Several procedures are available to assess the reli-
zbility of a measure and each provides distinctive information about a
test. Internal consistency estimates are used to assess homogeneity of
test content; hiah values indicate that test items are measuring the same
ability or abilities. Test-retest procedures are used to estimate the
stability of test scores across time; high values indicate that the test
yields the same or very similar scores for each subject uver time.

Se1it-half reliability estimates were obtained for each paper-and-
pencil tes: administered at the pilot test sites: Fort Carsor, fort
Campbell, and Fort Lewis. For each tryout, each test was adininistered in
two separately timed parts. Reliability estimates were obtained by cor-
relating scores from the two parts, and the Spearman-Brown correction
procedure was then used to estimate the re11ab111ty for the whoie test.
The separately timed, split-half reliability estimates, corrected by the
Spearman-Brown procedure, are reported for each test. This e mctn
reliability is appropriate for either speeded or power tescs.

Further, we also report Hoyt internal consistency reliability esti-
mates for each test. This method provides the average reliability across
all pcssible split-test halves. We point out that this procedure is inap-
propriate for speeded tests because it overestimates the reliability, but
in the interest of complete reporting the Hoyt reliability estimate has
been calculated for all tests.
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Predictor Categorigs

We turn now to the description of the tests, which are discussed
within cognitive ability constructs. The four constructs treated in cogni-
tive paper-and-pencil tests were spatial visualizationm, field independence,
spatial orientation, and induction/figural reasoning.

3-4
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SPATIAL VISUALIZATION

Spatial visualization involves the ability to mentally manipulate com-
ponents of two- or three-dimensional figures into other arrangements. The
process involves restructuring the components of an object and accurately
discerning their appropriate appearance in new configurations. This con-
struct inciudes several subcomponents, two of which are:

o Rotaticn - the ability to identify a two-dimensional figure when seen
at different angular orientaticons within the picture plane. It also
includes three-dimensional rotation or the ability to identify a
three-dimensional object projected on a two-dimensional plane, when
seen at different anguiar orientations either within the picture plane
or about the axis in depth.

0 Scanning - the ability to visually survey a complex field to find a
particular configuration representing a pathway through the field.

Visualization constructs had. been given a mean va]idit¥ estimate
of .21 across all criterion constructs by our expert panel.® The highest
mean validity estimate for visualization measures was .25 for criterion
clusters involving Technical Skills.

Currently, no ASVAB measures are designed specifically to measure
spatial abilities. For this reason, spatial visualization received a
priority rating of one (see Figure 1.5), and development of spatial ability
measures was strongly emphasized. The visualization construct was divided
intc *wo areas: visualization/rotation and visualization/scanning. We
developed two tests to tap abilities within each of these areas; these four
tests are described bzlow.

Spetial Visualization - Rotation

The rotation component of spatial visualization requires the ability
to mentally restructure or manipulate parts of a two- or three-dimensional
figure. We developed two tests of this ability, Assembling Objects and
Object Rotation. The former involves three-dimensional figures, and the
latter involves two-dimensional objects.

Assembling Objects Test

Development Strateqy. Predictive validity estimates provided by ex-
pert raters suggest that measures of the visualization/rotation construct

would be effective predictors of success in MOS that involve mechanical
operations (e.g., inspect and troubleshout mechanical systems, inspect and
troubleshoot electrical systems), construction (e.g., construct wooden
buildings, construct masonry structures), and drawing or using maps. Thus,

1 This pane! was the group of 25 personnel psychologists who estimated the
relationships between a set of ability constructs ard a set of Army cri-
terion constructs. See Chap*ter . of this report, 21so Wing, Peterson,
and Hoffman (1984).
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the Assembling Objects test was designed to yield information about the
potential for success in MOS involving mechanical or construction activi-
ties.

Published tests identified as markersZ for Assembling Objects include
the Employee Aptitude Survey (EAS-5) Space Visualization and the Flanagan
Industrial Test (FIT) Assembly. EAS-5 requires examinees to count three-
dimensional objects depicted in two-dimensional space, whereas the FIT
Assembly involves mentally piecing together objects that are cut apart or
disassembled. The FIT Assembly was seiected as the more appropriate marker
for our purposes because it has both visualization and rotation components
for mechanical or construction activities. Thus, we designed the As-
sembling Objects Test to assess the ability to visualize how an object will
look when its parts are put together correctly.

Multiple-choice test items were constructed to tap this ability at
several difficulty levels ranging from very easy items to more difficult
items. It was determined that this measure would combine power and speed
components, with speed receiving greater emphasis.

Yest Development. In the original form of the Assembling Objects
Test, subjects were asked to complete 30 items within a 16-minute time
limit. Each item presented subjects with components or parts of an object.
The task wds to select from among four alternatives the one object that de-
picted the components or parts put tegether correctly. Two item types were
included in the test; examples of each are shown in Figure 3.1.

18 @ © 0

Figure 3.1. Sample Items from Assembling Objects Test.

2 As mentioned in Chapter 2, marker tests were published tests that were
judged to measure the predictor categories on constructs for which we
were developing tests. Some of these marker tests were actually adminis-
tered during pilot testing, others were not, but they were ail studied to
assist in developing the new tests.
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The first tryout, conducted at Fort Carson, indicated that the test
may have suffered from ceiling effects. That is, nearly all recruits in
this sample (N = 36) completed the test; the mean score was 24.2 (SD =
5.05). Furthker, item difficulty levels were somewhat higher thar intended
{mean = .80, SD = .12, median = .83); that is, the proportion of examinees
obtaining high scores was greater than expected.

Therefore, ten new, more difficult items, five for each item type,
were constructed and added to the test to reduce the likelihood of ceiling
effacts. The 16-minute time limit was retained for the second trycut, at
Fort Campbell. Nearly all subjects (N = 56) completed the test (mean
items completed = 37,3, SD = 4,75); the mean score was 26.3 (SD = 8,34),
[tem difficulty lTevels were lower for the revised test (mean = .58; SD =
.15, median = ,72). Inspection of these results indicated that the test
possessed acceptable psychometric qualities, so no further changes were
made in preparation for the Fort Lewis pilot test.

Pilot Test Results. Fort Lewis results for the Assembling Cbjects
Test are shown in Table 3.1. The test contains 40 items with a 16-minute
time 1imit; individual test scores were computed using the total number
correct. The mean number of items completed was 37.6, with a range of 18
tod4g. Corresponding values for number correct (or test score) were 28.1
and 7-40.

Parts 1 and 2 correlate .65 with each other. Reliabilities are esti-
mated at .79 by split-half methods (Spearman-Brown corrected), and .89 with
Hoyt’s estimate of reliability.

For the total test, item difficulties (see Figure 3.2) range from .31
to .92 with a mean of .70. We also computed the correlation of scores on
each item (0 = incorrect, 1 = correct) with total scores (the number of
items answered correctly). This index, usually called the item-total
correlation, measures the degree to which each item is measuring the same
ability or abilities as the other items on the test. The higher the value
of this index, the "better" the item. Values of .25 or better are usually
considered acceptable, though lower values are not necessarily unaccept-
able. Item-total correlations for Assembling Objects range from .18 to .60
with a mean of .44 (SD = 9.99).

Correlations between scores on this measure and scores on other Pilot
Trial Battery paper-and-pencil measures are reported at the end of this
chapter. It is important, however, to note the correlations between this
test and its marker tests. Both marker tests were administered in the Fort
Carscn tryout and the FIT Assembly was also used at Fort Campbell. Results
from Fort Carson indicate that scores on the Assembling Objects Test cor-
relate .74 with scores on EAS-5 and .76 with scores on FIT Assembly.
Results from Fort Campbell indicate that this test correlates .64 with FIT
Assembly. This Tast value represents a better estimate of the relationship
between Assembling Objects and the FIT Assembly marker, because of the
revisions made to Assembling Objects following the first tryout at Fort
Carson. Given the sample sizes involved and the gocals for the Assembling
Objects Test, the .64 correlation was encouraging.

Modifications for the Fort Knox Field Test. In preparation for the
rFort Knox administration, some Assembling Objects items were redrawn to
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Table 3.1

Number of Items 40 20 20
Time Allowed (minutes) 16 8 8
Number of Subjects 118 118 118

Number of Items Completed

Mean 37.58 18.23 19.36
Standard Deviation 3.83 2.59 2.12
Range 18-40 10-20 6-20

Last Item Completed by 80%
of the Sample N/A 16 20

Percentage of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 48% 56% 80%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 28.14 13.86 14.29
Standard Deviation 7.51 4.18 4.09
Range 7-40 3-20 3-20

Total-Pari Intercorrelations

Total * % .91 .90
Part 1 bl .65

Part 2 *k

Split-Half Relfability (Spearman-Brown Correctea) = .79
Hoyt Internal Consistency = .89
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Assembling Objects Test
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NOTE: Number of items in the test = 40.

Figure 3.2. gistribution of item difficulty levels: Assembling Objects
est.
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clarify the figures. The item response format was modified to a form that
could be used for machine scoring {i.e., the subject was instructed to fill
in a circle for the correct answer). This charge was made in all of the
tests being prepared for field test administration.

Qbject Rotation Test

Development Strateqy. Object Rotation is the second test developed to
measure spatial visualization/rotation. This measure is also expected to
predict success in MOS involving mechanical operations, construction activ-
ities, and drawing or using maps.

Published tests serving as markers for this measure include Educa-
tional Testing Services (ETS) Card Rotations, Thurstone’s Flags Test, and
the Shephard-Metzler Mental Rotations. Each of these measures requires the
subject to compare a test object with a standard object to determine whe-
ther the two represent the same figure with one simply turned or rotated or
whether the two represent different figures. The first two measures, ETS
Card Rotations and Thurstone’s Flags, involve visualizing two-dimensional
votation of an object, whereas the Mental Rotations test requires visualiz-
ing three-dimensional objects depicted in two-dimensional space.

Ubject Rotation Test items were constructed to reflect a limited range
of item difficulty levels ranging from very easy to moderately easy. These
items, on the average, were designed to be easier than thcse appearing in
the Assembling Objects Test. Further, we planned to construct a test that
contains more.items and has a shorter time limit than the Assembling Ob-
Jects Test. Thus, the pian for Object Rotation was to develop a test that
falls more toward the speeded end of the power-speed continuum.

Test Development. As initially developed, the Object Rotation Test
contained 60 items with a 7-minute time limit. The subject’s task was to
examine a test object and determine whether the figure represented in each
item is the same as the test object, only rotated, or is not the same as
the test object (e.g., is flipped over). For each test object there are
five test items, each requiring a response of "same" or "not same." Sample
test items are shown in Figure 3.3.

The Fort Carson tryout indicated that this test suffered from ceiling
effects. Subjects (N = 38), on the average, completed 59.3 (SD = 2.60) of
the 60 items and obtained a mean score of 55.6 (SD = 6.06). Item diffi-
culty levels averaged .92 (SD = .05). Consequently, we decided to add 30
new items to the test and to increase the time limit to 9 minutes for the
second tryout at Fort Campbell.

In the second tryout, subjects, on the average, completed 87.6
(SO = 7.96) of the 90 items and obtained a mean score of 77.0 (SD = 12.1).
The time 1imit was reduced to 8 minutes for the Fort Lewis administration,
in order to obtain a more highly speeded test.

Pilot Test Results. Detailed results from the Fort Lewis nilot test
are shown in Table 3.2. As reported in the *table, completion rates were
fairly high (mean = 82.6), with a range of 48 to 90. Test scores, computed
by the total number correct, range from 36 to 90 with a mean of 73.4.
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TEST OBJECTS
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Figure 3.3. Sample Test items from Object Rotations Test.
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Table 3.2
Pilot Test Resuylts from Fort lLewis: Object Rotation Test

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number of Items 90 45 45
Time Allowed {minutes) 8 4 4
Humber of Subjects 118 118 118

Number of Items Completed

Mean 82.64 40.52 42.12
Standard Deviation 10.79 6.73 5.56
Range 48-90 21-45 18-45

Last Item Completed by 80%
of the Sample N/A 35 40

Percentage of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 52% 60% 67%

Number of [tems Correct

Mean 73.36 36.64 36.72
Standard Deviation 15.40 8.69 7.77
Range 36-90 13-45 7-45

Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total Yok .94 .93
Part 1 ** 75
Part 2 *k

Split-Halt Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) - .86
Hoyt Internal Consistency = .96
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Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.4) range from .59 to .98 with a
mean of .81. Item-total correlaticns averaged .44 (SD = .17), ranging
from .09 to .79. Parts 1 and 2 correlated .75 with each other. The split-
half reliability estimate, corrected for test length, is .86 while the Hoyt
estimate is .96.

The marker test for Object Rotation, Mental Rotations, was adminis-
tered at two of the three pilot test sites. Data collected at the Fort
Carson tryout indicate that the two measures correlate .60 (N = 30);
data from the Fort Lewis administration indicate the two correlate .56
(N = 118). This was viewed as an acceptable Tevel of relationship.

Modifications for the Fort Knox Field Test. Results from the Fort
Lewis pilot test indicated that the Object Rotation Test items possessed
desirable psychometric properties. Number of items completed, item diffi-
culties, and item-total correlations were nearly all acceptable. However,
the time 1imit was decreased to 7 1/2 minutes to make the test more speeded
and avoid a possible ceiling effect. Also, as noted earlier, the response
format was modified to one that could be used for machine scoring.

Spatial Vijsualization - Scanning

A second component of spatial visualization ability which was em-
phasizad in predictor development is spatial scanning. Spatial scanning
tasks require the subject to visually survey a complex field and find a
pathway through it, utilizing a particular configuration. The Path Test
and the Maze Test were developed to measure this component of spatial
visualization.

Path Test

evelopment Strate Validity estimates provided by the expert
rating panel suggested that a measure of visualization/scanning would be
most effective in predicting success for Army MOS involving electrical or
electronic operations (e.g., troubleshooting electrical systems, inspecting
and troubleshooting electronic systems), using maps in the field (e.q.,
planning placement of tactical positions), and contrnlling air traffic.

Published tests serving as markers for construction of the Path Test
include Educational Testing Service’s Map Planning and Choosing a Path., In
these measures, examinees are provided with a map or diagram. The task is
to follow a given set of rules o1 directions to proceed through the pathway
or to locate an object on the map.

Results from the Prelimirary Battery research with the marker tests,
ETS Mag Planning and ETS Choosing a Path, indicated that both tests are
highly speeded and were very difficult for the target sample (Hough,
Dunnette, Wing, Houston, & Peterson, 1984). For example, 80 percent of the
supjects (N = 1,843 Army recruits) complered only 16 of the 40 items
contained in the Map Planning test. The mean score for this group was 18.1
(SD = 16.5). For Choosing a Path, 80 percent of the subjects completed
only six of the 16 items. This group obtained a mean score of 4.96
(SD = 3.35).
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These data suggested that the Path Test should contain items somewhat
less difficult than the ETS tests or provide more time ror completion of
jtems at a similar difficulty level. Consequently, Path Test items were
constructed to yield difficulty levels for the target pepulation ranging
from very easy to somewhat difficult, and the test time was established to
place more emphasis on speed than on power.

Jest Developrment. The Path Test requives subjects to determine the
best path or route between two points. 3Subjects are presented with a map
of airiine routes or flight paths. Fiqure 3.5 shows a fiight path with
four sample items. The subject’s task is to find the "best"” paih--that is,
the path between two points that requires the fewest stops. Each lettered
dot is a city that counts as cone stop; the beginning and ending cities
(dots) do not count as stops.

In its original furm, the Path Test contained 35 items with a 9-minute
time 1imit. Subjects were asked to record the numbers of stops for each
item in the correspording blank space. (The response format appearing in
Figure 3.5 is from the final version of the Path Test.}) The first version
cont?ined three maps or airline routes with 13, 9, and 13 items, respec-
tively. :

n The route from: Humber of Stops:
1. AtoF - RORON N
G c 2. G to E @ @ @ @ @
F 3. CtoD P0G
4., G to F ONOROXANC)
0
E

Figure 3.5. Sample items from Path Test.

Results from the first tryout, conducted at Fort Carscn, revealed that
the test was too easy. Virtually all of the subjects completed the test
(mean = 34.1, SD = 2.51, N = 21) and the mean score was 29.9 (SO = 4.08).
Item difficulty levels ranged from .48 to 1.00 with 2 mean of .85
(SD = .12).
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To reduce the potential for ceiling effects, an additional map or
flight path with 13 items was added to the test. Also, four very easy
items (i.e., difficulty ‘evels ranging from .90 to 1.00) were deleted,
resulting in 44 items on the revised test. The 9-minute time 1imit was
retained. In the second tryout subjects compiated an average of 40.7 ftems
{SD ~ 5.07) and obtained a mean score of 32.6 (SD = 7.00). [Item difficulty
levels ranged from .55 to .96 with a mean of .80. Those results indicated
th:t th? changes had largely achieved the goal of making the test more
difficult.

To prepare for the pilot test ccnducted at Fort Lewis, the test re-
spurse format was revised to allow subjects to circle the aumber of stops
{(i.e., 1-5) to avoid having to process written-in respenses. In addition,
the time 1imit was reduced from 9 minutes to 8 minutes to increase the
speededness of the test.

Pilot Test Results. Path Test resuits obtained from the Fort Lewis
tryout are reported in Table 3.3. Subjects, on the average, completed 35.3
of the 44 items, with a range of 0 to 44. Test scores, computed by the
total number correct, ranged from 0 to 44 with a mwvan of 28.3.

Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.6) ranged from .20 to .91 with a
mean of .64). Item-total correlations averaged .47 (SD = 11) with a range
of .25 to .69. Parts 1 and 2 correlate .70. The split-half reliability
estimate, corrected for test length, is .82. The Hoyt internal consistency
value is .92. Thece resulis indicated that {he test is generally in excel-
lent shape.

Both marker tests were administered at the first tryocut, and the ETS
Map Planning Test was 21so administered at the Fort vampbell and Fort Lewis
tryouts. Data from the first tryout indicate that the original ®ath Test
correlates .34 with ETS Choosing a Path and -.01 with ETS Map Planning.
The reader is reminded that results from Fort Carson are based on a very
small sample size (N = 19) and that the Path Test was modified greatly
following this tryout. Data from the final two tryouts indicate that the
Path Test and Map Planning correlate .62 (N = 54) and .48 (N = 118),
respectively. Although thes: values are not as high as marker test cor-
relations for some of the other new tests, this was expected. Recall that
the marker t>sts were known to be too difficult for the typical Army sample
and we set uut to make the new tests easier than the marker tests.

jons for the Fort Knox Field Test. The Path Test remained
unchanged for the field test except for the modi¥ication in response for-
mat.

Maze Test

Development Strateqy. The Maze Test represents the second measure
constructed to assess spatial visualization/scanning. As with the Path
Test, the expert panel of judges indicated that this measure would be most
effective in predicting success for MOS involving electrical and electronic
operations, using maps in the field, and cuntrolling air traffic.

The developrient strategy for this test mirrors that of the Path Test--
markers for the Maze Test again included ETS Map Planning and ETS Choosing
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Table 3.3
Pilot Test Results from Fort Lewis: Path Test

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number cf Items 44 22 22
Time Allowed (minutes) 8 4 4
Number of Subjects 116 116 116

Number of Items Compieted

Mean 35.33 16.63 18.70
Standard Deviation 8.27 4,58 4.25
Range 0-44 0-22 0-22

Last Item Compnleted by 80%
of the Sample N/A 13 15

Percentage of Subjects
Completing Ail Items 19% 23% 42%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 28.28 13.41 14 .87
Standard Deviation 9.08 4.93 4.91
Range 0-44 0-22 0-22

Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total *h .92 .92
Part 1 ok .70
Part 2 fadad

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .82

Hovt Internal Consistency = ,92
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Figure 3.6. Distribution of item difficulty levels: Path Test.
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a Path. As with the Path Test, this test was designed to include items
geared more toward the ability level of the Project A target population
than populations for the two marker tests., that is, somewhat easier items
were appropriate for the Maze Test.

However, the Maze Test diffars from the Path Test in several ways.
The task raquirea in the Maze Test involves finding the one pathway that
allows exit from 2 maze. [tems for the Maze Test were constructed to be
much easier under nonspeeded conditions than in the Path Test, and greater
esidphasis was placed on speed. The Maze Test, then, was designed to measure
visualization/scanning abiility under highly speeded conditions.

. For the first tryout the Maze Test contained 24
rectangular mazes. Each included four entrance points labeled A, B, C, and
D, and thkree exit points indicated by an asterisk (*). The task i3 to
- datermine which of the four entrarces leads to a pathway through the maze
a:? to one of the exit points. A 9-minute time 1imit was established for
this test.

Results from the first tryout, at Fort Carson, indicate that the
original version of the Maze Test suffered from ceiling effects. Subjects
completed on average 23.3 (SD = 1.79) of the 24 items and cobtained a mean
score of 22.6 (SD = 2.75).

To increase test scure variance, the test was modified in two ways.
First, an additional exit was added to each test maze; Figure 3.7 shows a
sample item from the original test and the same item modified for the fFort
Campbell tryout. Second, the time limit was reduced from § to 8 minutes.

At the second tryout, completion rates were again high (mean = 22.5,
SD « 2,45, N = 56). Consequently, for the third tryout, the time limit for
completing the 24 maze items was Cropped to 6 minutes.

Pilot Test Results. Results from the Fort Lewis administration are
reported in Table 3.4. These data indicate that the reduced time Timit
produced a drop in the completion rate for the Fort Lewis sample (mean =
20.7. Test scores, computed by the total number correct, ranged from 8 to
24 with a mean of 19.3. ‘

Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.8) range from .41 to .98 with a
mean of .80. Item-total correlations average .48 (SD = .22) with a range
of -.04 to .80. Parts 1 and 2 correlate .64 with each other. The split-
half reliability estimate corrected for test length is .78 and the Hoyt
reliability estimate for this test is .88. Taken as a whole, these results
indicate that the test is in good shape.

One or both of the marker tests, ETS Choosing a Path and ETS Map
Planning, were administered at the three pilot test sites. Results from
Fort Carson indicate that the Maze Test correlates .24 (N = 29) with
Choosing a Path, and .36 (N = 30) with Map Planning. These values must be
viewed with caution because of the small sample size and because of modifi-
cations made to the Maze Test following this tryout. Map Planning was also
administered at the Fort Campbell and Fort Lewis tryouts. Data collected
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Figure 3.7. Sample items for the Maze Test.
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T;bla 3.4
Pilot Test Resuits from Fort Lewis: Maze Test

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number of Items 24 12 12
Time Allowed {minutes) 6 ‘ 3 3
Number of Subjects 118 118 118

Number of Items Completed

Mean 20.65 10.44 10.21
Standard Deviation 3.88 2.18 2.19
Range 9-24 3-12 4-12

Last Item.Completed by 80%
of the Sample N/A 9 8

Percentage of Subjects
Completing A11 Items 38% 57% 50%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 19.30 9.95 9.35
Standard Deviation 4.35 2.48 2.32
Range 8-24 2-12 4-12

Total-Part Intercqrrelations

Total *% .91 .90
Part 1 *k .64
Part 2 ' >

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .78
Hoyt Internal Consistency - .88
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Maze Test
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Figure 3.8. Distribution of item difficulty levels: Maze Test.
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at these posts indicate that it correlates .45 (N = 55) and .63 (N = 118),
respectively, with the revised Maze Test. This last correlation was viewed
as acceptable.

Modifications for the Fort Knox Field Test. Results from the last
pilot test administration showed that *he Maze Test could be slightly more
speeded. The percentage of subjects completing this test was higher than
for the Path Test {38% for the Maze Test, and 19% for the Path). There-
fore, the time 1imit was reduced from 6 minutes to 5 1/2 minutes for the
Fort Knox field test.
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FIELD INDEPENDENCE

This construct involves the ability to find a simple form when it is
hidden in a complex pattern. Given a visual percept or configuration,
field independence refers to the ability to hold the percept or configura-
tion in mind so as to disembed it from other well-defined perceptual
material.

This construct received a mean validity estimate of .30 from the panel
@ of expert judges, with the highest estimate of .37 appearing for MOS that
- involve detecting and identifying targets. Field Independence received a
priority rating of two for inclusion in the battery.

shapes Test

. According to the expert panel of judges, a
: measure of field independence most effectively predicts success for MOS
e that involve detecting and identifying targets, using maps in the field,
: planning placement of tactical position, controlling air traffic, and
troubieshooting operating systems such as mechanical, electrical, fluid,
and electronic systems. ‘

The marker test for the Shapes Test is the Educational Testing Ser-
vice’s Hidden Figures Test, a measure included in the Preliminary Battery
(Hough, et al., 1984). 1In this test, subjects are asked to find one of
five simple figures located in a more complex pattern. Initial analyses of
the Preliminary Battery indicated that for the target population of first-
term enlisted soldiers, the Hidden Figures Test suffers from limited test
score variance, and possibly floor effects. For example, the initial data
indicate that 80 percent of the sample completed fewer than 4 of the 16
test items. The mean test score was, therefore, very low (mean = 5.16, SD
= 3.35).

Our strategy for constructing the Shapes Test, then, was to use a task
similar to that in the Hidden Figures Test while ensuring that the diffi-
culty level of test items was geared more tuward the Project A target
population. Further, we decided to include more types of items than appear
in the Hidden Figures Test and to construct items that reflect varying
difficulty levels ranging from easy to moderately difficult. We wanted the
test to be speeded, but not nearly :0 much so as the ETS Hidden Figures
Test.

Jest Development. At the top of each t:st page are five simple
shapes; below these shapes are six complex iigures. Subjects are instructed %o
examine the simple shapes and then to find the one cimple shape leocated in
each compiex figure. (Se2 Figure 3.9.)

In the first tryout, at Fort Carson, the Shapes Test centained 54
. items with a 16-minute time 1imit. Results from this tryou) indicated that
most subjects were able to complete the entire t st (e.g., mean completed =
53.4, SD = 1.53), and most subjects obtained ve:ry high scores (mean score =
49.3, SD = 4.17). Item difficulty levels also suggested that this test was
very easy and suffered from ceiling effects (mean item difficulty lev-
el = .91, SD = .13, median = .97).
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Ft. Carscn

Ft. Campbell

Figure 3.9.

Complex Figures

A CcCoop AsDcuoy

Ascox ABoco

Sample items from the Shapes Test.
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To prepare for the Fort Campbell tryout, nearly all test items were
modified to increase item difficulty levels. Examples of item modifica-
tions are provided in Figure 3.9. As is shown, by adding a few lines to
each complex pattern, the test items administered at Fort Campbell tryout
were made more difficult than the items administered at Fort Carson.

Results from rort (ampbell indicate that test item modifications were
successful. Subjects, on the average, completed 43.5 (SD = 8.79, of the 54
iteaas within the 16-minute time limit, and obtained a mean score of 30.7
(SD = 23.5, and median difficulty level = .67).

This test was modified only slightly for the Fort Lewis administra-
tion. For example, a few complex figures inadvertently contained more than
one simple figure. (This was revealed in the item analyses.) These items
were revised to ensure that no more than one simpie figure could be located
in each complex figure. The Shapes Test administered to the Fort Lewis
sample contained 54 items with a 6-minute time limit.

lot T Results. Table 3.5 contains Fort Lewis results from the
Shapes. Test. Mean number compicted is 42.4. The mean number correct for
this sample is 29.3 with a range of 12 to 51, indicating that the measure
does not suffer from ceiling effectc.

Item difficulty levels {see Figure 3.10) range from .10 to .97 with a
mean of 54.2 (SD = 24.55). (See Figure 3.10.) Item-total correlations
range from .07 to .57 with a mean of .39 (SD = .13). Reliability estimates
indicate that.Parts 1 and 2 correlate .69; with the Spearman-Brown correc-
tion, this value is .82. The Hoyt reliability estimate for this test
is .89. As a whole, these results show the test to be in good shape.

The marker test, ETS Hidden Figures Test, was administered at the
first two tryouts. Results from Fort Carson indicate that the origina’l
version of the Shapes Test correlated .35 with the Hidden Figures Test (N =
29). Data from Fort Campbeil indicate that the revised Shapes Test cor-
relates .50 with its marker (N = 56). Although a bit lower than desirable,
this was not unexpected because of the planned differences in difficuities
of the two tests.

Fort Knox Field Test. The Shapes Test needed

only minor revisions for the field test. For example, item-total correla-
tions for a few items indicated that more than one shape could still be
located in a complex figure test item, so these figures were modified.
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Table 3.5
Pilot Tes% Results from Fort Lewis: Shapes Test

Total Part]l  Part?
Number of Items 54 27 27
Time Allowed (minutes) 16 8 8
Number of Subjects 118 118 118
Number of Items Completed
Mean 42.42 20.78 21.64
Standard Deviation 9.29 5.14 5.05
Range 17-54 8-27 8-27
Last Item Completed by 80%
of the Sample N/A 16 17
Percentage of Subjects
Completing All Items 12% 24% 23%
Number of Items Correct
Mean 25.28 14.49 14.79
Standard Deviation 9.14 5.03 4.92
. Rarge 12-51 5-26 4-25
Total-Part Intercorrelations
Total ok .92 .92
Part 1 *k .69
Part 2 ok

Split-Haif Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .82

Hoyt luternal Consistency = .89
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Figure 3.10. Distribution of item difficulty levels: Shapes Test.
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SPATIAL ORIENTATION

This eonstruct 1ﬁ§olves the ability to maintain one’s bearings with
respect to points on a compass and to maintain appreciation of one’s loca-
tion reiative to landmarks in the environment. !

This particular construct was not included in the list of predictor
constructs evaluated by the expert panel. The rationale for developing
measures of spatial orientation for inclusion in the Pilot Trial Battery is
described below.

Conceptualization and measurement of this ability construct first
appeared during World War II, when researchers for the Army Air Force (AAF)
Aviation Psychology Program explored a variety of constructs to aid in the
selection of air crew personnel. Spatial orientation measures were de-
signed to predict success in air crew positions that required familiarity i
with points on a compass, the ability to apnprehend directions quickly and
accurately, and the ability to remain directionally oriented in spite of
sudden and frequent changes in direction. Results from the AAF Program
indicated that measures of spatial orientatiun yere useful in selecting
pilots and navigators (Guilford & Lacey, 1947).

During the second year of Project A, several Tack 2 personnel, from
PORI had the opportunity to observe recruits performing on the job4. These
Jjob observatiens included soldiers from a variety of MOS, such as adminis-
trative specialists, cannon crewmen, armor crewmen, radio and teletype
operators, light wheel vehicle/power generator equipment mechanics, in-
fantrymen, military police, and MANPADS personnel. Information collected
during these job observations cuggested that some MOS involve critical job
requirements of maintaining directional orientation and establishing loca-
ticn using features or landmarks in the environment. For example, armor or
tank crewmen when performing in the field must be able to reorient them-
selves quickly as the tank turret turns or rotates; MANPADS personnel need ‘
to esteblish their - location in the field, relative to the location of
friendly and enemy troops, using features or landmarks in the environment.

Information obtained from these job observations was reported, in
part, at the March 1984 Task 2 IPR. Participants in this meeting agreed
that measures of spatial orientation would be useful in predicting perfor-
mance in Army MOS that require orientation abilitias if a soldier is %to be
successful on the job. Three measures were developed for this construct.

Qrientation Test ]
Development Strategqy. As reported above, information collected during

3 pr. Lloyd Humphreys, of the Scientific Advisory Group for Project A,
particularly emphasized the uscfulness of this construct to us.

4 pr. Jay Uhlaner, also of SAG, originally suagested trat job chservation

sessions weuld be aspecially helpful at this stage of the research, which
indeed proved to be the case.
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Job observations suggested that a measure of spatial orientation would be
nost effective in predictina success for MOS that include such critical job
requirements as identifying tactical positions, determining location of
friendly and enemy troops, and using features or landmarks in the environr-
ment to establish and maintain one’s bearings.

Paper-and-pencil measures that tap this ability were developed hy re-
searchers in the U.S. Army Air Force’s Aviaticn Psychology Program. Di-
rection Orientation Form B (CP5158) served as the marker for Orientation
Test 1. The strategy for developing Orientation 1 involved generatiny
items that duplicated the tisk in the Army Air Force’s test. Each item
contained six circles. The first, the standard compass or "given" circie,
indicates the direction of North and usvally is rotated out of the conven-
tional position. The remaining circles are test compasses that also have
directions marked on:them.

For this test, item construction was limited to one of seven pessibie
directions: South, East, West, Scuthwest, Northwest, Southeast, and North-
east. Thus, item difficulty levels were not expected to vary greatly.
(Off-quadrant directional items such as Northwest or Soutneast were, how-
ever, viewed as more difficult than South, East, or West directional
items.) Our plan for this test was to ask subjects to complete numerous
compass directional items within a short period of time. Crientation 1,
then, was designed as a highly speeded tes” of spatial orientation.

Test Development. In its original furm, each test item presented
subjects with.six circles. The first, the Given Circle, indicated the
compass direction for North. For most items, North was rotated out of its
conventional position (i.e., the top of the circle did not necessarily
represent North). Compass directions alsc appeared on the remaining five
circles. The subject’s task was to determine, for each circle, whether or
not the direction indicated was correctiy positioned by comparing it to the
direction of North in the Given Circle. (See [xample 1 in Figure 3.11.)

When administered to the Fort Carson sample, this test contained 20
item sets requiring 100 resporses (i.e., for every item, compass directions
on five circles must be evajuated). Subjects were given 8 minutes to
complete the test. Test scores were determined by the total number cor-
rect; the maximum possible was 109. :

Results from this first tryout showed that nearly all subjects com-
pleted the items within the time allotted (mean completed was 18.6 out of
the 20 sets of items); they obtained a mezn score of 82.7 (SD ~ 17.9).

tem difficulty levels indicate that most itemc were moderately easy
(mean = 82.7, SD = 11.1).

Thus, for the Fort Campbell tryout, we attempted to create more dif-
ficult items by modifying directional information provided in the Given
Circle. That is, rather than indicating the direction for North, compass
directions for Scuth, East, ar West were provided. These directions were
also rotited out of conventional compass position. (See Example 2, Figure
3.11.)
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Figure 3.11. Sample items from Orientation Test 1.




Orientation Test 1, as administered at the Fort Campbell tryout,
contained 30 ftem sets {150 items). It was administered in three separate-
ly timed parts. Parts One and Two included the original test items, where-
as Part Three included the new (rnon-North) items. This last part of the
test vas preceded by additional! test instructions that informed subjects
about the change in Given Circle directions. Subjects were given 3 minutes
to complete each part, for a total of 9 minutes.

Results from this second tryout indicate that for the total test,
subjects completed 23.5 of the 30 {tem sets (or 117.10 items) and obtained
a nean score of 100.8 (SD = 24.0). Scores on Part Three yielded lower
correlations with Parts One and Two (both are .44); Parts One and Two
correlated .87. From this information we reasoned that the new items were
assessing additional information about subjects’ abilities to maintain
orientation.

We then mixed item sats from Part Three with item sets from Parts One
and Two to create a test with 30 item sets (150 items) for the Fort Lewis
tryout. The time 1imit was increased to a total of 10 minutes, and test
instructions were modified to explain that items vary throughout the test
with respect to information provided in the Given Circle. Again, test
score was determined by the number of items correct (maximum score is 150).

Pilot Test Kesylts. Results from the Fort Lewis pilot test are re-
ported in Table 3.6. Completion rates/for the total test indicated that,
on the average, subjects attempted 25 of the 30 item sets {or 125.7 of 150
items) and obtained a mean score of 117.9 (SD = 24.2).

Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.12) ranged from .21 to .97 with a
mean of .79. Item-total correlations are at acceptable levels (mean = .43,
SD = .14). The correlation between Parts One and Two is .86. Reliability
estimates are as follows: 3plit-half Spearman-Brown corrected = .92,
?oyt 2 &97. These resuits indicate that the test was performing as
ntended. :

No marker tests for this construct were included in any of the three
pilot test administrations. However, two other new measures of spatial
orientation {Orientation 2 and Orientation 2) were developed for the Pilot
Trial Battery and correlations between Orientation 1 and these other new
tests were obtained. (These new tests are described below.) From the Fort
Carson data, Orientation 1 correlated .40 with Orientation 2 (N = 30)
and .66 with Oriertation 3 (N = 25). Results from Fort Campbell indicate
that Orientation 1 correlated .45 with Orientation 2 and .72 with Orienta-
tion 3 (N = 56). Finally, for the Fort Lewis sample, these same measures
correlated .53 and .68, respectively (N = 118). These results were viewed
as indicating that Orientation 1 was tapping the appropriate constructs,
but was not redundant with the other new tests.

ns for the Fort Knox Field Test. Very few changes were
made on this test; for example, one item was "cleaned up" to avoid confu-
sion about the compass direction provided on the Given Circle. The field
test version of Orientation Test 1 contained 30 item sets (150 items) with
a 10-minute time limit,
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Table 3.6
P1lot Test Results from Fort Lewis: Orientation Tast 1

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number of Items 30(1590) 15(75) 15(75)
Time Allowed (minutes) 10 5 5
Number of Subjects 118 118 118
Number of Items Completed

Mean 25.14(125.7) 11.75(58.75) 13.39(66.95)

Standard Deviation 4.88 2.96 2.35

Range 12-30(60-150) 5-15(25-75)  5-15(25-75)
Last Item Completed by 80%

of the Sample N/A 9(a5) 12 (60)
Percentage of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 31% 32% 55%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 117.86 56.50 61.36

Standard Deviation 24.16 12.28 12.80

Range | 46-150 25-75 21-75
Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total ol .96 .96

Part 1 > -89

Part 2 ' *k

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .92
Hoyt Internal Consistency = 97

\
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\
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Qrientation Test 2

Development Strateqy. The second measure of spatial orientation was
also designed to tap abilities that might predict success for MOS that
involve maintaining appreciation of one’s location reiative to Tandmarks in
the environment or in spite of frequent changes in direction. Orientation
Test 2 is a relatively new approach to assessing spatial orientation abili-
ties.

Although no particular test served as its model, it is similar to a
measure designed by Army Air Force researchers to select pilots, naviga-
tors, and bombardiers (Directional Crientation: CP5150). Items in the AAF
test consist of two aerial photographs of the same landscape. On the first
- photograph, a compass is indicated. The second photograph is rotated
relative to the first photograph and contains an arrow, again indicating
direction. Subjects must determine in which direction the arrow in the
second picture is pointed, based on the compass direction given in the
first photograph and the degree of rotation of the second photograph.

Thus, the AAF test measures the ability to maintain one’s perspective with
regard to the directional reiationships of several objects (e.g., the first
aerial photograph) when the objects have been rotated (e.g., the second
aerial photograph).

The task we designed for Orientation Test 2 asks subjects to mentally
rotate objects and then to visualize how components or parts of those
objects will appear after the object is rotated. Item difficulty levels
were varied by altering the degree of rotation required to correctly com-
plete each part of the task. Because of the complexity of the task,
Orientation 2 was initially viewed as a power test of spatial orientaticn.

3 . For Orientation Test 2, we chose to design a task
involving common objects. Each item contains a picture within a circular
or rectangular frame. At the bottom of the frame is a circle with a dot
inside it. The picture or scene is not in an upright position. The task
is to mentally rotate the frame so that the bottom of the frame is posi-
tioned at the bottom of the picture; after doing so, one must then deter-
mine where the dot will appear in the circle. (See Figure 3.13 for sampie
items.) For the Fort Carson tryout, this test contained 20 items with an
8-minute time limit.

Results from this administration indicate that the time 1imit was
sufficient (mean number completed = 19.9, SD = 4.55). Item difficulty
levels were somewhat lower than desired (mean = .52, SD = .16). Item-total
covrelations were, however, impressive (mean = .48, SD = .10). The only
potential problem with this measure involved the test instructions as some
subjects required additional instructions to understand what was going on.
Therefore, for the Fort Campbell tryout, test instructions were modified to
clarify the task.

Data collected at Fort Campbell provide very similar information about
this test. For example, nearly all subjects completed this test (mean =
19.7, SD = .71). [Item-total correlations were again impressive (mean
= .46, SD = .13). The mean score and item difficulty levels indicated that
the test was more difficult for this group than for the Fort Carson sample
(mean score = 8.61, SD = 4.49; mean item difficulty = .43, SD = .11).
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3-36



o
N

AN AR AR PO K

Because of these item difficulty levels, we decided to add four new
test items, constructed using item difficulty information obtained for the
fort Campbell sample. That is, items were examined to identify what ap-
peared to make them more or less difficult, and new, easier items were
written using this information. Primarily, this inveived constructing
items so that rotations of 90, 180, or 270 degrees were correct.

Orientation Test 2, as administered to the Fort Lewis sample, con-
tained 24 ftems. A 10-minute time limit was established te correspond to
the increase in the number of items. Test scores on thic measure are
determined by the total number correct.

. Pilot Test Results. Table 3.7 contains the resuits from the Fort
Lewis test. These data indicate that Orientation 2 is a power test (mean
number completed = 23.7, SD = 1.04). Subjects obtained 2 mean score of
11.5 (SD = 6.20).

Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.14) ranged from .19 to .71 with a
mean of .48. This represents a slight increase from the Fort Campbell
tryout, indicating the test was somewhat easier. Item-total correlations
remained high, ranging from .22 to .74 with a mean of .53. Scores from
Parts 1 and 2 correlate .80. Correcting this value for test length yields
a split-half reliability estimate of .89. The Hoyt internal consistency
value is also .89. Thus, this test has excellent reliability and distribu-
tional properties and met its goal of teing a power test.

As noted. above, no marker tests for this test were administered in any
of the three tryouts. Correlations with the other newly developed measures
of spatial orientation were obtained at each tryocut. Data from Fort Carson
indicate that Orientation 2 correlates .40 with Orientation 1 (N = 29)
and .42 with Orientation 3. Results from Fort Campbeil indicate that these
same measures correlate .45 and .54 (N = 56). Finally, the Fort Lewis data
indicate the measures correlate .53 and .65 (N = 118). These correlations
were viewed as about right, that is Orientation Test 2 did correlate
moderately with other Orientation tests but not so high as to be redundant.

Modifications for the Fort Knox Field Test. For the Fort Knox admin-
jstration, this measure was unchanged except for the usual modification of
the response format.

Orijentation Test 3

) Development Strategy. This test was also designed to measure spatial
orientation. As with the other two measures of this construct, Orientation
Test 3 is expected to be useful in predicting success for MOS that involve
establishing and maintaining one’s bearing using features or landmarks in
the environment.

Jrientation Test 3 was modeied after another spatial orientation test,
Compass Directions, developed by researchers in the Army Air Force’s Avia-
tion Psychology Program. The AAF measure was designed to assess the abili-
ty to reorient oneself to a particular ground pattern quickly and accurate-
ly when compass directions are shifted about. Orientation 3 was designed
to assess the same ability, using a similar test format.
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Table 3.7
Pilot Test Resylts from Fort Lewis: Orientation Test 2

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number of Items 24 12 12
Time Allowed (minutes) 10 5 5
Number of Subjects 118 118 118

Number of Items Completed

Mean 23.73 11.85 11.88
Standard Deviation 1.04 71 .45
Range 16-24 6-12 9-12

. Last Item Completed by 80%
= of the Sample N/A i2 12

Percentage.of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 90% 93% 92%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 11.53 5.37 6.16
Standard Deviation 6.20 3.25 3.28
Range 3-24 0-12 0-12

Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total fudal .95 .95
Part 1 *k .80
Part 2 *k

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .89

Hoyt Internal Consistency = 89
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Figure 3.14. Distribution of item difficulty levels: Orfentation Test 2.
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[tems for Orientation 3 were constructed to yield varying difficulty
ievels from moderately easy to moderately difficult. This test was de-
signed to place somewhat more emphasis on speed than on power.

lest Dgvelopment. In its original form, Orientation 3 presented
subjects with a map that includas various landmarks such as a barracks, a
campsite, a forest, a lake, and so on. Within each item, subjects are pro-
vided with compass directions by information on the direction of one land-
mark with respect to another, such as "the forest is north of the camp-
site.” Subjects are also informed of their present location relative to
another landmark. Given this information, the subject must determine which
direction to go to reach yet another structure or landmark. Figure 3.15
contains one test map and two samplie items. Note that for each item, new
or different compass directions are given. :

For the Fort Carson tryout, the test contained two maps with 10 ques-
tions about each map, for a total of 20 items. Subjects were given 12
minutes to complete the test. Results from this first tryout revealed very
few problems with the test (e.q., test instructions were clear, the time
was sufficient, no floor nor ceiling effects appeared). Thus, this measure
remained unchanged for the Fort Campbell pilot test.

Results from the second tryout yielded similar information (e.g., ne
ceiling nor floor effects, acceptable completion rates). These data,
however, indicated that for a few items, two responses might be correct due
to 2 lack of precision in drawing the two maps. Accordingly, landmarks on
each map were.repositioned to ensure that gne and only one correct answer
existed for eazh item. In addition, one item was rewritten to make its
wording uniform with other test items. When administered to the Fort Lewis
sample, Orientation 3 contained 20 test items with a 12-minute time limit.
Test scores are determined by the total number correct.

Pilot Test Results. Results from the Fort Lewis administration are
reported in Table 3.8. On the average, subjects completed 18 items. The
mean score of 8.7 indicates that subjects correctly answered about one-half
of the items attempted.

Item difficulty levels (see Figure 3.16) range from .24 to .62 with a
mean of .44. Item-toial correlations range from .48 to .72 with a mean
of .59 (SD = .07). Part 1 and Part 2 correlate .79. The split-half reli-
ability estimate corrected for test length is .88, while the Hoyt internal
consistency estimate is .90. These results indicate that the test is
highly reliable, had acceptable distributional properties, and was ap-
propriately speeded.

Data from Fort Carson indicate that Orientation Test 3 correlates .€6
with Orientaticn 1 (N = 29) and .42 with Orientation 2 {N = 31). Values
for these same measures administered at Fort Campbell are .72 and .54
(N = 56). Data from Fort Lewis indicate that these measures correlate .68
and .65 (N = 118). As with the other two Orientation tests, these results
were viewed as acceptable.

Modificaticns for the Fort Knox Field Test. This test was unchanged
for the Fort Knox field test except for the response format modifications.
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1. The forest 1o due west of Che barracks. You are at headquartars., Which
dicection pust you travel in order to reach the firing range?
1.4 2.HE 3. E 4. S8 3.8 6.,S5H TJ.W 8. MW

2. The firing range i southwest of tae hospital. You are at the farm.
Which disection muat you travel in order to reach the carpsite?

1.N 2.NE 3. E 4. SE 3.5 6.S5¥ 7.V 8, w4

“igure 3.15. Sample items from Nrientation Test 3.
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Table 3.8

Pilot Test Results from Fort Lewis: Orientation Test 3

Totai Part 1 Part 2

f;; Number of Items 20 10 10
% Time Allowed (minutes) 12 6 6
Number of Subjects 118 118 118
'QQ Number of Items Compleied
o Mean 13.12 8.82 9.30
o Standar¢ Deviation 2.68 1.76 1.26
Range 8-20 2-10 4-10

Last Item Completed by 80%
of the Sample N/A 7 9
B
i Percentage of Subjects
B Completing A1l ltems 42% 52% 67%

Numper of Items Correct

Mean 8.7] 3.99 4.72
Standard Deviation . 5.78 2.93 3.19
Range 0-20 c-10 0-10

Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total ol .94 .95
Part 1 *k .79
Part 2 *k

Split-Half Reiiability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .88

Hoyt Internal Consistency = .90
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Figure 3.16. Distribution of item difficulty Tevels: Orientation Test 3. :
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INDUCTION - FIGURAL KEASONTNG

This construct involves the ability to agenerate hypotheses about
principles governing relationshins ameng several objects.

Example measures of induction include the Employee Aptitude Survey
Test 6 - Numerical Reasoning (EAS-6), Educationai Testing Service’s Figure
Classification, Differential Aptitude 7est (DAT) Abstract Reasoning,
Science Research Associates (SRA) Word Grouping, and Raven’s Progressive
Matrices. These paper-and-pencii measures present subjects with a series
of objects such as figures, numbers, or words. To completa the task,
subjects must first determine the rule governing the relationship among the
objects and then apply the rule to identify the next object in the sevies.

The panel of expert judges indicated that a measure of inductive
reasoning would be useful for predicting success in numerous Army MOS.
Specifically, for figural reasoning these judges estimated the mean validi-
ty at .25. The Army’s current selection and classification system measures
reasoning ability using word prcblems, but lacks a general measura o¥
hypothesis generation and application. Two measures of reasoning were
developed.

Reasoning Test 1

. According to the panei of experts, a measure of
figural reasoning should effectively predict success in a wide variety of
MOS, especially those that involve troubleshooting, inspecting and ve-
pairing operations systems, analyzing intelligence data, controiling air
traffic, and detecting and identitying targets.

Published tests selected as markers for the inducction construct in-
cluded EAS-6 Numerical Reasoning and ETS Figure Classification. 1In the
Numerical Reasoning Test, subjects are asked to examine a series of numbers
to determine the pattern or the principle governing the relationship among
the numbers in the series; subjects must then apply the principle to iden-
tify the number appearing next in the series. In the LTS Figure Classifi-
cation Test, subjects are asked to examine two (or three) groups of figures
to determine how the figures in one group are alike and how the grouns
differ; subjects must then classify test figures into one of the two (or
three) groups.

Our plan for develooing Reasoning Test 1 was to construct a test that
was similar to the task appearing in cAS-A Numerical Reascning, but with
one major difference: items would be composed of iilustrations rather than
numbers. Test items were constructed to represent varyiny degrees of
difficulty ranging from very easy to very difficult. Following item de-
velopment, time limits were established to allow sufficient time for sub-
jects to complete all or nearly all items. Thus, Reasoning 1 was designed
as a power measure of induction.

Test Development. Reasoning Test 1 items present subjects with a
series of four figures. 7The task is to identify the pattern or relation-
ship among the figures and then to identify from among five possible
answers th2 one figure that appears next in the series. In the original
test, subjects were asked to complete 30 items in 14 minutes. Sample
items are prcvided in Figure 3.17,
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Results from the first tryout, conducted at Fort Carson, indicate that
subjects, on the average, completed 29.5 (SD « 1.39) items and obtained a
mean score of 20.8 (SO = 3.54). Inspection of difficully levels indicated
that items were unavenly distributed between the two test parts. Items
ware therefore reordered tc ensure that easy and difficult items were
equally distributed throughout both test parts. Only minor modifications
were made to test items; for example, one particularly difficult item was
redrawn tc reduce the difficulty level.

Data collected at Fort Campbell {ndicate that again nearly all sub-
Jects completed the test (mean = 29.7, SD = 1.50). Further, test adminis-
trators reported that those who completed the test finished early. Thus,
the 14-minute time 1imit was reduced to 12 minutes. Further, two items
were vevised because distractors yielded higher item-total correiaticns
than the correct response.

Pilot Test Resylts. Data collected at tiie third tryout, conducted at
Fort wewis, are reported in Table 3.9. Subjects, on the average, completed
29.4 items with about 84 percent of the subjects completing the entire
test. Test scores, computed as the total number correct, ranged from 4
to 29 with a mean of 19.6.

Item difficulty levels rangad from .26 to .92 with a mean uf .66.
Item-total correlations averagad .45 (SO = .10) with a rarge of .24 to .60.
Part 1 and Part 2 correlate .64. The split-half reliability estimate
covrected for test length is .78, while the Hoyt value is .86. These
results indicated the test was in good shape; it was a reliable power test
with acceptable distributional properties. :

On2 of the mavker tests, ETS Figure Classification, was administerad
at the first two tryout sites. The Fort Carson data indicate Redasoning
Test 1 correlates .34 (N =~ 22) with this measure, while the Fort Campbell
data indicate that the two correlate .25 (N = 56). Because the task
involved in Reasoning 1 differs from that in ETS Figure Classification, the
low value of these covrelations is not alarming.

Two other marker measures of induction, SRA Word Grouping and DAT
Abstract Reasoning, were administered at the Fort Lewis tryout. These data
indicate that Reasoning 1 correiates .47 with Woird Grouping and .74 with
Ahsiract Reasoning. These data are compatible with our understanding of
these two marker measures of induction. Word Grouping contains 3 verpal
component whiie Abstract Reasoning measures inductior via figural reason-
ing, similar to Reasoning Test 1.

odificgtions for the Fort Knox Field Test. For the Fort Knox field

Mo
test, instructions for Reasoning Test 1 were revised slightly.

Re2soring Test 2

Development Strateqgy. This measure was also designed to assess induc-
tion using items that require figural reasoning.

3-45

W T U W W U I o O WL S OO O DO D O IO OO OO OO 0000



® ® 6 o0 ©

'Y A A
MGIME ARNIX|IO Y
® ® © © @

Figura 3.17. Sample items from Reasoning Test 1.
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Table 3.9
Pilot Test Results from Fort Lewis: Reasoning Test 1

Iotal Bart 1 Part 2

Number of Items 30 15 15
Time Allowed (minutes) 12 6 6
Number of Subjects 118 118 118

Number of Items Compieted

Mean 29.44 14.73 14.71 |
Standard Deviation 1.62 0.87 0.96 1
Range 22-30 10-15 10-15

Last Item Completed by 80% : :
of the Sample N/A 15 15

Percentage of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 84% 88% 89%

Number cf Items Correct [

Mean 19.64 9.61 10.03
Standard Deviation 5.75 3.16 3.20
Range ' 4-29 1-15 1-15

Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total bl .90 .91
Part 1 faad .64
Part 2 hadad

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) = .78

Hoyt Internal Consistency = .86
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Figure 3.18. Distribution of item difficuity levels: Reasoning Test 1.
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Published tests serving as markers for Reasoning Test 2 include EAS-6
Numerical Reasoning and ETS Figure Classification; these measures were
described for Reasoning Test 1. The original strategy was to develop
Reasoning Test 2 fairly similarly to ETS Figure Classification. Initial
Preliminary Battery analyses conducted on ETS Figure Classification data
(N = 1,863) indicated that this test was too highly speeded for the target
population (Hough, et al., 1984). For example, 80 percent of recruits
completing the Figure Classification test finished fewer than half of the
112 items. Further, although item difficulty levels varied greatly, the
mean value indicated most items are moderately eusy (mean = .73, SD = .22,
range = .06 to .98). Thus, although the ETS Figure Classification test
served as the marker in early test development planning for Reasoning 2,
the new measure differed in several ways, as described below.

First, ETS Figure Classification requires subjects to perform two
tasks: to identify similarities and differences among groups of figures,
and then to classify test figures into those groups. Items in Reasoning
Test 2 were designed to involve only the first task, identifying simiiari-
ties and differences among figures. Second, test items on Reasoning 2 were
constructed to reflect a wide range of difficulty levels, with the average
item falling in the moderately difficult range. Finally, because the items
would be more difficult overall, we decided that Reasoning 2 would contain .
fewer items than were included in the Figure Classification Test. The time
1imit for Reasoning 2 was established to ensure that most subjects would
complete the test. Thus, Reasoning 2 was designed as a power measure of
figural reasoning, with a broad range of item difficulties.

Reasoning 2 test items present subjects with five
figures. Subjects are asked to determine which of the four figures are
similar in some way, thereby identifying the one figure that differs from
the others. (See Figure 3.19.) This test, when first administered, con-
tained 32 items with an ll-minute time limit.

Results from the Fort Carson tryout indicated that nearly all subjects
completed the entire test (mean = 31.6, SD = 1.09, N = 38). Item diffi-
culty levels were somewhat higher than expected, ranging from .05 to 1.00
with a mean of .71 (SD = .29). Because eight items yielded item difficulty
levels of .97 or above, these items were either modified or replaced to
increase item difficulties. Moreover, inspection of item difficulties
indicated that Part 1 contained a greater proportion of the easier items,
so items were redistributed throughout the test to obtain an equal mix of
easy and difficult items, and to attempt to increase the relatively low,
part-part correlation (r = .32).

For the Fort Campbell tryout, Reasoning 2 again contained 32 items
with an ll-minute time 1imit. Data from this tryout indicated that, for
the most part, the test possessed desirable psychometric qualities. For
example, nearly all subjects completed the test (mean = 21.1, SD = 1.91).
Test scores ranged from 9 to 26 with a mean of 19.1 (SD = 3.56) and the
test was a bit more difficult (mean =~ .56., SD = .34). Although the part-
part correlation increased from the first tryout, it still remained Tow
(i.e, Fort Campbell r = .40 versus Fort Carson r = ,32).

A few changes were made in the test prior to the third tryout. For
example, four items contained a distractor that was selected more often and
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Figure 3.19. Sample items from Reasoning Test 2.

which yielded a higher item-total correlaticn than the correct response;
these distractors were revised. Further, test administrators at Fort Camp-
bell noted that the time limit could be reduced without altering test
completion rates. Consequently, the time 1imit was reduced %o 10 minutes.

Pilot Test Results. Results from the third tryout are reported in
Table 3.10. Seventy percent completed the entire test, but 84 percent
completed the separately-timed first half and 79 percent completed the
second half. Thus, these results indicate that the test is probably still
a power test (recali our practical rule of thumb was 80 percent completing
all items) even with the reduced time 1imit. Test scores range from 11 to
28 with a mean of 21.8 (SD = 3.38).

Item difficuities range from .17 to 1.00 with a mean of .64 and stan-
dard deviation of .19. Item-total correlations averaged .26 (SD = .14)
with a range of -.04 to .53. Parts 1 and 2 correlate .46. The split-half
reliability estimate, corrected for test length, is .63 while the Hoyt
value is .€1. These values suggest that this is a more heterogeneous test
of figural reasoning than is Reasoning Test 1. These data indicate that
the test is acceptable in terms of score distribution, reliability, and
power vs, speed continuum.

The marker test, ETS Figure Classification, was administered a4t the
first two tryouts. Correlations between Reasoning 2 and its marker are .35
(N = 30 at Fort Carson) and .23 (N = 56 a% Fort Campbell). These low
correlations are not too surprising, given the task requirement differences
and power versus speed component differences between these two measures.

. Two other marker measures of induction, SRA Word Grouping and DAT Abstract
Reasoning, were administered at the third tryout. These data indicate that
Reasoning 2 correlates .48 with Word Grouping and .66 with Abstract Reason-
ing (N = 118). Once again, these differences in correlations are expected;
as noted earlier, Word Grouping contains a verbal component whereas Ab-
stract Reasoning, like Reascning 2, assesses induction using figural items.
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Table 3.10

Total Part 1 Part 2

Number of Items 32 16 16
Time Aliowed (minutes) 10 5 5
Number of Subjects 118 118 118
Number of Items Completed

Mean 31.19 15.75 15.45

Standard Deviation 1.78 .69 1.38

Range 22-32 12-16 8-16
Last Item Completed by 80%

of the Sample N/A 16 15
Percentage of Subjects
Completing A1l Items 70% 84% 79%

Number of Items Correct

Mean 21.82 11 .31 10.5i

Standard Deviation 3.38 1.73 2.21

Range 11-28 7-15 4-15
Total-Part Intercorrelations

Total *k .82 .88

Part 1 ok .45

Part 2 *k

Split-Half Reliability (Spearman-Brown Corrected) ~ .63
Hoyt Internal Consistency = .61
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Reasaning Test 2
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Figure 3.20. Distribution of item difficulty Tevels: Reasoning Test 2.
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t. The only change made was
in the response format. Reasoning Test 2 contained 32 items with a 10-
minute time limit for the Fort Knox field test.
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OVERALL ANALYSIS OF PILOT TEST RESULTS FOR
COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL MEASURES

In this section, we analyze the data available as of August 1984 for
the ten cognitive paper-and-pencil measures. This includes a summary of
pilot test score information, intercorrelations among the ten measures,
results from factor analyses, and data comparing subgroup test scores.

Before providing a summary of the cognitive test data, a word about
the source of these data and how they will be used is warranted. As noted,
the bulk of the data reported here was obtained from the final pilot test
at Fort Lewis tryout. The sample size at Fort Lewis was sufficient for
many of the analyses performed (e.g., psychometric characteristics of test
response;j.

For some analyses, however, these data serve as a first step in struc-
turing our understanding of these measures. For example, we provide re-
sults from a factor analysis of the intercorrelations among the ten mea-
sures. These data provide preliminary information about the underlying
structure of the test score data. Another example of tentative conclusions
stems from comparisons of subgroup test scores; for the most part, the
sample sizes of the subgroups are fairly small and, therefore, results
should not be viewed as conclusive.

Table 3.11 summarizes the Fort Lewis data discussed earlier in this
chepter. For.each measure we include the numoer of test items, mean test
score and standard deviation, mean item difficulty level, and split-half
reliability corrected for test length. Note that all data are based on a
sample size of 118 with the exception of the Path Test data which is based
on a sample size of 116. .

Test Intercorrelations and Factor Analysis Results

Table 3.12 contains the intercorrelation matrix for the ten cognitive
ability measures. One of the most obvious features of this matrix is the
high level of correlations across ail measures. The correlations across
all test pairs range from .40 to .68, These data suagest that the test
measures overlap in the abilities assessed.

This finding 1s not altogether surpirising. For evxample, four of the
ten measures were designed to measure spatial abilities such as visuvaliza-
tion, rotaticen, and scanning. The Shapes Test, designed to measure field
independence, also includes visualization components. The tnree tests
constructed to measure spatial orientation involve visualization and rota-
tion tasks. The final two measures, Reasoning Test 1 and Reasoning Test 2,
also require visualization at some level to identify the principle govern-
ing relationships among figures and to determine the similarities and
‘ifferences among figures. Thus, across all measures, abilities needed to
complete the required tasks overlap to some degree. This overlap is demon-
strated in the intercorrelation matrix.

To enable a better understanding of the similarities and differences
among these measures or the underlying structure of these measures, the
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Table 3.11
Cognitive Paper-and-Pencil Measures:

Summary of Fort Lewis Pilot Test Results
Mean Item- Split-
No. of Mean Difficulty Haif*
Measure Items Score ] Levels Fxx’
SPATIAL VISUALIZATION
Rotation
Assembling -Objects 40 28.14 7.51 .70 .79
Object Rotation S0 73.36 15.40 .82 .88
Scanping
Path 44 28.28 9.08 .64 .82
Mazes 24 19.30 4.35 .80 .78
FIELD INDEPENDENCE
Shapes 54 29.28 9.14 .54 .62
SPATIAL ORIENTATION
Orientation 1 150 117.86 24.16 .79 .92
Orientation 2 24 11.53 6.20 .48 .89
Orientation 3 20 8.71 5.78 .44 .88
REASONING
Reasoning 1 30 19.64 5.75 .66 .78
Reasoning 2 32 21.82 3.38 .64 .63

*A11 reliability estimates (split-nalves with part 1-part 2 separatzly
timed) ihive been coirected with the Spearman-Brown procedures.
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intercorrelation matrix was factor analyzed. A principal faciers extrac-
tion was performed with iterated, squared multiple correlaticns as the
communality estimates. Several solutions were computed, ranging from two
te five factors. The rotated orthogonal solution for frur factors appeared
most psychologically meaningful. Results from this sclution appear in
Table 3.13.

As shown in the table, to interpret results from the four-factor
solution we first identified all factor (vadings of .35 or higher. Next,
we examined the factor lcading paitern for each measure and then identified
measures with similar patterns to form test clusters. Five test clusters
or groups, labeled A through E, are identified in Table 3.13. These
clusters represent a first attempt to identify the underlying structure of
the cognitive measures included in the Pilot Trial Battery. Each test
cluster is described below:

- Assembling Objects and Shapes Tests. Rezall that the Shapes

Test requires the subject to locate or disembed simple forms from more
complex patterns, while the Assembling Objects Test requires the subject to
visualize how an object will appear when its components are put together.
Both measures require subjects to visualize objects or forms in rew or
different configurations. Further, these measures contain both power and
speed components with each falling more toward ths speed end of the con-
tinuum.

Grou : ject R Path, and Maze Tests. Object Rotation
involves two-dimensional rotdt1on of objects or forms while the Path and
Maze tests irvolve visually scanning a map or diagram to identify the best
pathway or the one pathway that leads to an exit. These measures are all
highly speeded; that is, subjects are required to perform the tasks at a
fairiy rapid rate. Further, the tasks involved in each of these measures
appear less complex or easier than those involved in the Assembling Objects
or Shapes tests.

Group C - Orientation_ ] and Orientaticn 3 Tests. Orientation Test 1
requires one to compare compass directions provided on a test circle and &
Given Circle, while Orientation Test 3 involves using a map, compass direc-
tions, and present lncation to determine which direction to go to reach a
landmark on the map. Both measures require a subject tec quickly and zc-
curately orient oneself with respect o directions on a compass and Tand-
marks in the environment despite shifts or changes in the directions. Both
are highly speeded measures of spatial orientation.

Group D_- Orjentation lest 2. This measure involves mentally rotating
a {rame so that it corresponds to or matches up with the picture inside,
and then visualizing how comporents on the frame (a circle with a dct) will
appear after it has beern rotated. This appears to be a very complex
spatial measure that requires several abilities such as visualizaticr,
rotation, and crientation. In addition to the task complexity differences,
this measure may also differ from other spatial measures on the power-speed
continuum. Unlike the other spatia? measures included in the Pilot Trial
Battery, Orientation 2 is a power rather than a speed test.

Group E - Reasoning 1 _and Reasoning 2 Tests. Reasoning Test 1 re-
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Table 3.13

Rotated Orthogonal Factor Solution for Four Factors®

Shapes

Assembl ing Objects
(Object Rotation
Path

Maze.

Orientation 1
Orientatidn 3
Orientation 2
Reasoning 1

Reasoning 2

I I
.47 .45+
A
.47 .48+
.50~ .37
.55« B
.76+
.39 57+
C
.79+
.35
.39 .35
.37 .36

111 Iv
.40
.35
74«1 D
.67+
E

Ad«

8Factor loadings of
bhz

or common variance,

.35 or higher are shown.
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quires onc to identify the principle governing the relationship or pattern
anong several figures, while Reascning Test 2 invoives identifying similar-
ities among several figures to isolate the one figure that differs from the
others. As noted above, these mcasures appear to involve visualization
abilities. The reasoning task involved in eachk, however, distinguishes
these measures from the other tests includad in the Pilot Trial Battery.

Results from analyses of the Fert Lewis data provide a preliminary
structure for the cognitive paper-and-pencil tests designed for the Pilot
Trial Battery. Correlations among the measures indicate that all measures
require spatial visualization abilities at some levei. The measures may,
however, be distinguished by the type of task, task complexity, ond speed
and power component differences.

lyse 1

Mean test scores were comparea for two pairs of subgroups: {a) blacks
and whites, and (b) males and females. The sample sizes for each subgroup
are fairly smail with the exception of the male subsample (N = 97). Con-
sequently, reported differences are intended to provide only a "ball-park"
estimate of the mean effect size differences between the subgroups. It is
important to note that the reported subgroup differences may, in fact, be
inaccurate estimates of the true differences in the target populaticn.

This may occur for several reasons, such as restriction in range of test
score data due to selection, and primarily, sampling error because of the
small samples used here.

Table 3.14 contains the mean effect size differences for blacks and
whites on the various tests. The differences for these groups range
from .63 to 1.17. Note that the largest differences appear in Orientation
Test 1 (mean effect size = 1.17), Assembling Objects Test (mean effect size
= 1.10), and the Shapes Test (mean effect size = 1.06). The smallest dif-
ferences appear for Object Rotation Test (mean effect size = .63) and
Reasoning Test 2 (mean effect size = .72). These differences are in line
with the size of white-black differences usually found with cognitive,
paper-and-pencil tests.

Table 3.15 contains mean effect size differences for males versus
females on each of the ten measures. Mean effect size differences range
frcm .05 to .87. The largest difference appears for the Object Rotation
Test while the smallest difference appears for Orientation Test 2. These
gender differences represent values somewhat Tower than those usually found
in the 1iterature, indicating that they may be underestimates for the
target population.

Once again, however, we emphasize strongly that these results are
suggestive only, due to the smail sample sizes.

Qther Coanitive Tests

In this chapter we have fecused on the cognitive paper-and-pencil
measures. Other cognitive measures were administered in the Pilot Trial
Battery; those measures were administered via computer and are described in
Chapter 5. Correlations ameng the cognitive paper-and-pencil tests and tne
cognitive compnter tests are also reported in that clapter. Before de-
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Table 3.14

White-3lack Mean Score Differences in Pilot Test

Mean?
No. Effect
Constryct & Test Possible N Mean 3D N Mean SD Size
SPATIAL VISUALIZATION
(Rotation)
Assembling Objects 40 66 30.85 5.80 30 23.47 8.37 1.10
object Rotation 9 66 77.00 12.54 30 67.97 17.65 .63
SPATIAL VISUALIZATION
{Scanring)
g Path 44 65 30.35 8.80 30 22.97 8.84 .84
| Maze 24 66 20.53 3.88 30 16.57 4.31 1.00
FIELD INDEPENDENCE
Shapes 54 66 33.03 8.31 30 24.50 7.37 1.06
SPATIAL ORIENTATION
Orientation 1 150 66 127.65 19.54 30 104.00 21.89 1.17
Orientation 2 24 66 13.33 6.35 30 8.53 4.98 .81
Orientation 3 20 66 10.80 5.43 30 6.20 5.13 .86
REASONING |
5 Reasoning 1 0 66 21.53 5.12 30 17.17 5.56 .83
Reasoniing 2 32 66 22.73 3.46 30 20.23 3.56 .72

Mean (Whites) - Mean (3lacks)
dMean effect size =

Pocled Standard Deviation

This statistic provides an estimate of the difference in test score perfor-
mance expressed in standard deviatior units.
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Table 3.15

Pa

o 2 : ests
in _Pilot Test

No. Males Eemales

Construct & Test Possible N Mean S0 N Mean 3D
SPATIAL VISUALIZATION

~ (Rotation)

Assembling Objects 40 97 28.43 7.68 21 26.81 €.47

Object Rotation 90 97 75.63 14.37 21 62.90 15.67
SPATIAL VISUALIZATION

(Scanning)

Path 44 95 28.62 9.55 21 26.76 6.29

Maze 24 97 19.80 4.13 21 16.95 4.57
FIELD INDEPENDENCE _

Shapes 54 97 29.82 9.07 21 26.76 8.99
SPATIAL ORIENTATION

Orientation 1 150 97 119.01 24.47 21 112.52 21.93

Orientation 2 24' 97 11.59 6.28 21 11.29 5.85

Orientation 3 20 97 8.93 5.65 21 7.71 6.27
REASONING |

Reasoning 1 30 97 19.76 5.63 2] 19.05 6.26

Reasoniing 2 - 32 97 21.91 3.76 21 21.43 2.32

Mean?d
Effect

Size

.22
.87

21
.68

.34
.27
.05

.21

.12

Mean (Males) - Mean (Females)
AMean effect size =

Pooled Standard Deviation

This statistic provides an estimate of the difference in test
mance expressed in standard deviation units.
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scribing the computer-administered tests, we provide results from the field
test analyses of the paper-and-pencil cognitive measures in Chapter 4.
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CHAPTER 4
COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCYL MEASURES: FIELD TEST
Marvin D. Dunnette, VyVy A. Corpe, and Jody L. Toquam

In this chapter we describe analyses of the field test of the cogni-
tive paper-and-pencil tests in the Pilot Trial Battery, administered at
Fort Knox in September 1984. The procedures and sample for this field test
were described in Chapter 2. In this chapter we present descriptive sta-
tistics for the tests, internal consistency and test-retest reliabilities,
an analysis of gains in scores when the tests are taken a second time, and
analyses of the relationships between the ASVAB subtests and the Pilot
Trial Battery cognitive tests. Later chapters of this report will extend
analysis of the data from the field tests to cover the relationships of the
cognitive paper-and-pencil measures with the other measures--computer-
administered perceptual/psychomotor, and non-cognitive paper-and-pencil--
which were alsc part of the Pilot Trial Battery. We note here that parts
of this chapter are drawn from Toquam et al. (1985).

A concise description of each of the ten tests, along with a sampie
item or items from each test, is contained in Figure 4.1. Copies of the
full Pilot Trial Battery as administered at Fort Knox are contained in
Appendix G.
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ANALYSES OF DATA FROM FIELD TEST ADMINISTRATION
Mean Scores and Reliability Estimates

Table 4.1 shows the means, standard deviations, and three estimates of
the reliabilities of the cognitive tests administered in the field test of
the Pilot Trial Battary. The means and standard deviations are similar to
the resuits obtained at the last pilot test at Fort Lewis (see Table 3.11),
except for two tests. The mean score for Ubject Rotition is about 14
points lower for the field test (59.62 vs. 73.35), but this was expscted
and intended since we had decreased the time allowed on this test from 8
minutes to 7.5 minutes--in order to avoid a possible ceiling effect. Ori-
entaticn Test 1 alse showed a mean score decrease, from 117.86 to 88.65.
No changes had been made in the test so it is not clear why this occurred.
The decrease is not alarming, however, since the examinees still answered
about .59 of the items correctly which is in the range of test difficuity
we desired (about .50 tu .70) for this set of tests.

Difficulty levels for the other tests are aiso in this .50 to .70
range, except for Orientation 3. (The test difficuities are not shown in
Table 4.1 but can be obtained by dividing the mean score by the total
number of items.) This test appears to be a bit more difficult than
desired (difficulty = .39), but this appears not to adversely affect the
test score variance (standard deviation ~ 5.68) or its reliability (split
half reliability = .88 and test-retest reliability = .84). -

Three estimates of reliability are shown in Table 4.1. The first
one, labeled split-half, is actually computed on the Fort Lewis pilot test
data, not on the Fort Knox field test data. Separately timed halves were
administered at Fort Lewis, but time limitations did not allow this at Fort
Knox. We have included these estimates because they are more appropriate
thar coefficient Alpha for those tests that are moderately or highly
speeded. Al1 of the PTB cognitive tests are at least moderately speeded,
except Orientation 2, Reasoning 1, and Reasoning 2.

Examination of these reliability estimates shows that all of the tests
are acceptably reliable, with the possible exception of Reasoning 2. The
estimates of internal consistency {split half and coefficient Alpha)
are .78 or higher, except for Reasoning 2 and the test-retest reliability
estimates (two-week interval) are .64 or higher, except for this test.

Gain Score Analysis

The collection of retest data allowed us the opportunity to examine
the extent to which test score distributions might change when tne tests
are taken a second time. Generally speaking, prior exposure to a test
leads to an increase in test scores, especially if the exposure is very
close to the time the test is taken. In this case, the soldiers completed
all the cognitive tests twice, with a two-week interval betwz2en administra-
tions.

Our concern was that taking the test a second time night Tead to a
large increase in scores. If so, this would rieed to be taken into account
if the tests were used in an operational setting. (Retest opportunities
could be controlled or limited, or parallel forms could be develaped.)
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Tabie 4.2 shows the gain scores for persoas in the ratest sample.
Four of these tests showad gain scores that appeared to ke higher than wc
thought desirable: Shapes, Orientation 1, Path, and Object Rotation. In
order to estimate the ser{ousness of this concern we located gain scores
for a number of other cognitive tests that measured similar constructs. We
found that gain scores of similar magnitude occurved on those tests as well
(e.g., on General Aptitude Test Battery tests of spatial antitude and form
perception, gain scores ranged from .46 to .62, U.S. Department of Labor,
1970) ). Although this finding did not solve the concerp with these rela-
tively large, undesivable gain scores, it did indicate that gain scores of
this magnitude are not uncommon for tests of this type.

Inspection of the last two columns in Table 4.2 indicated that much of
the gain probably cccurred because the scldiers attenpted more items the
second time they toox the test. This is certainly to be expescted since the
retested soldiers would be more famiiiar wilh item types and instructiens.

I e # 27 e A A At

The gain scere analysis showed that person: could, on the average,
increase their scores on several of the PTB cognilive tests to¢ a degree
that seems to be cause for scme concerin in an operational setting. How-
ever, a brief review of the literature showed that gain scores of the
magnitude we found were aiso Vound for commonly used, published tests of
the same vype. This indicates that our evaluatioa of the wneed for concern g

» A 4l X4 o 9 o

may be unduly high.
Covariance with ASVAD Subtests

Cne of the primary goals, and criteria for evaluation of our success,
was the development of new predictor measures that would complement the
ASVAB rather than measure the same things (see Chapter 1 for 1 Jdiscussion
of tne overall strategy of predictor development). In order to evaluate
our progress toward that goal, we analyzed the covariance of the Pilot
Trial Battery with the ASVAB. In this section we report the correlations
between these measures and a statistic, called unigueness, that indicates
the amount of overlap between onu test and a set of other tests.

We take up the correlations first. If we had achieved our goal of
complementing the ASVAB, then the PTB cognitive tests should correlate low
to moderately with the ASVAB subtests.

Table 4.3 contains the intercorrelations for the ASVAB subtests and
the cognitive paper-and-pencil measures. Note that we have also included
scores on the Armed Yorces Qualification Test (AFQT). These correlations
are based on the Fort Knox field test sample, but include only those
subjects with test scores available on all variables (N = 168}.

In examining these relationships, we first looked at the correiations
betweer:i tests within the same battery. Correlations between ASVAB subtest
scores range from .02 to .74 (absolute values). The range of intercorreia-
tions is a bit more restricted when examining the relationships petween the
cognitive paper-and-pencil test scores (.27 to .67). This range of values
reflects the fact that the Pilot Trial Battery measures were designed to
tap fairly similar cogrnitive constructs.
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Examining the correlations between the ASVAB subtests and the PTB
cognitive paper-and-pencil tests, we find that the correlations range from
-.01 (Assembling Objects and Number (verations) to .63 (Orientation 3 and
Mechanical Comprehension). The mean correlation is .33 (SD = .14). Mote
that across all PTB paper-and-pencil tests, ASVAB Mechanical Comprehension
appears to correlate the highest with the new tests. Across all ASVAB
subtests, Crientation 2 yields the highest correlations.

Thesa results show that our goal of complementing the ASVAB has
largely been achieved. Certainly, the ASVAB subtests and PTB tests are
. correlated, but not highly. As noted above, the mean correlation is .33
vhich 1s moderate fur the iverage correlation between paper-and-pencil,
cognitive tests. This complementary nature of the PTB is shown even more
straightforwardly by the uniqueness analyses.

Uniqueness Estimates of Cognitive Tests

Table 4.4 shows unigneness estimates for the ten cognitive paper-and-
pencil tasts. Uniqueness is estimated by subtracting the squared multiple
regression of a set of tests (in this case the AEVAB or PTB) from the
reliability estimate for the test of interest (u¢ = Ryx - R%). [See Wise
end Mitchell (1985) for discussion of this estimate.]  Uniqueness is,

then, the amount of reliable variarnce for a test not shared with the tests
againsc which it has been regressed.

The hope was that the PTB tests would have high uniqueness when
regressed against the ASVAB. Such results would indicate that the PTB
tests complement the ASVAB when alil of the ASVA3 subtests are taken into
account simultaneously, and that the necessary condition for incrementing
the ASVAB validity (against job performance) would be present. As Table
4.4 shows, the uniqueness estimates for the PTB when regressed against the
ASVAB subtests ranged from .34 (Orientation 3) to .67 (Dbject Rotation).
These estimates are encouraging since there is ample room for incremental
validity to occur.

We point out, however, that the ASVAB tests and PTB tests were not
administered concurrently. The ASVAB was taken prior to time of entry into
the service and the PTB tests were administered to the soldiers about one-
and-one-half years, on the average, after they entered the service. This
non-concurrent administration operates to reduce the correlation between
the two sets of tests, but to an unknown degree. Thus, these unigueness
estimates are overestimates by some unknown amount.

Table 4.4 aiso shows the R and U2 fgr each PTB test when regressed
. against all the cher PTB tests. These U values were expected to be much
Tower than the U values obtained by regressing each PTB test against the
ASYAB subtests, since the PTB tests meastre constructs more similar to each
other than the cunstructs in the ASVAB; indeed, they are about 10 to 20
points lower, except for Orientation 3 which is only 4 points Tower.

The results of the analyses of the covariance of ASVAB with PTB show
that there is moderate overlap between the two batteries. There appears to
be a relatively large amount of reliable variance in the PTB cognitive tests
that is not accounted for by the ASVAB. This is the necessary condition
that must be obtained in order to increment the validity of ASVAB for
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Table 4.4

Uniqueness Estimates for Coanitive Tests in Pilot Trial Battery (P1B)
Other PTB Tests ASVAB Tests
Test " B?* Q?** B?* g?**
Assembling Objects .79 .59 .20 .40 .39
Object Rotation .86 .42 .44 .19 .67
Path .82 .51 .31 .29 .53
Maze .78 .46 .32 .25 .53
Shapes .82 .39 .43 .19 .63
Orientation 1 .92 .58 .34 .36 .56
Orientation 2 .89 -45 .44 .30 .59
Orientation 3 .88 .58 .30 .54 .34
Reascning 1 .78 .45 .33 .29 .53
Reasoning 2 .63 .37 .26 .26 .37

*The R% with the other cognitive paper-and-pencil tests and with the
ASVAB subtests are the squared multiple regression coefficients cor-
rected for shrinkage using the standard procedure in the Statistical
Analysis System (SAS) software package.

**Uniqueness estimates (UZ) were computed using the split-half reli-
ability estimats. The uniqueness is equal to the split-half reliabil-
ity minus the R® with the ASVAB or with other paper-ard-pencil tests.

1
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Job performance.

Summary of Analyses

The field test analyses showed that the PTB cognitive tests were, for
the most part, in excellent shape. The tests have adequate to excellent
score distributions and reliabilities, with one test having marginal reli-
ability (Reasoning 2). Four of the ten tests appeared to be susceptible to
large increases in test scores when they are taken a second time, but
apparently no more so than commonly used published tests. Finally, the PTB
cognitive tests do appear to complement the ASVAB, and possess enough
reliable score variance that is uncorrelated with ASVAB to allow the possi-
bility of substantial incremental validity for job performance.

As we noted in the opening of this chapter, the relationships of the
PTB cognitive, paper-and-pencil tests tc other parts of the Pilot Trial
battery are covered in later chapters of this report.

4-13
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CHAPTER 5

PERCEPTUAL/PSYCHOMOTOR CONPUTER-ADMINISTERED MEASURES:
PILOT TESTING

Rodney L. Rosse, Norman 6. Petersoun, Jeffrey J. McHenry,
Jody L. Toquam, Janis S. Houston, and Veresa L. Russel?l

GENERAL

In Chapter 1 (see Computer Sattery Development), we provided a de-
scription of the early deveiopment of the computer-administered measures.
We focused on site visits to military laboratories to investigate other
efforts to develop computer-administered tests, choice of appropriate hard-
ware, acquisition of aporopriate hardware, choice of appropriate ccmputer
languages, and a strategy for melding the efforts of programming the com-
puter with the input of staff scientists responsible for developing the
various tests.

In that chapter we briefiy described early tryouts of the computer-
administered measures at the Minneapolis Military Entrance Processing Sta-
tion and at the Fort Carson pilot test. We add here that thes2 early
tryouts focused primarily on (}) making sure the computer programming was
working correctly, (2) the general reactions of soldiers to a computer-
administered battery, especially the test instructions, and (3) the general
effectiveness of commercially available equipment {keyboards and "computer
game" joysticks) for acquiring examinee responses. Actual anaiysis of the
test responses themselives was secondary during that phase of the research,
however, we jearned much that shaped the way the tests were programmed, the
instructions and items that were presented, and the way responses were
acquired. Most notably, we decided it was necessary to develop a custom-

"made response pedestal to acquive responses. '

This chapter, then, focuses on the tests that were deveioped for
computer administration and the constructs they were designed to measure.
We developed tests to measure three cognitive ability constructs: Reaction
Time (or Processing Efficiency), Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, and Memory,
as well as three psychomotor constructs: Precision/Steadiness, Multilimb
Coordination, and Movement Judgment. Al7 but two tests were developed in
time for the Fort Lewis pilot test. These two tests were included in the
field test zt Fort Knox (they were Number Memory and Cannon Shoot, irtended
as measures of the Memory and Movement Judgment constructs, respectively).

We turn now to the discussion of the development of the tests and the
results of the pilot test at Fort Lewis. (Chapter & nresents the analysis
of tne Fort Knox field test data).

v men
In our discussien of constructs, we first provide the definition and
rationale for including each. Following this, the source or model used to

develop each test is described, along with changes or modifications made
prior to the Fort Lewis pilot test, if any. Results from the Fort Lewis

r A L A A A o o Y A T AL A T



pilot test are then described in detail. For example, we describe parame-
ters used to develop test items and results from analyses of parameter
data. Further, test characteristics, such as time required to read in-
structions and to complete the test, and test score information are pre-
vided along with recommended scoring procedures. For each test, we also
highlight correlations with other computer measures and with cognitive
paper-and-pencil measures. Finally, modifications or test revisions made
on the basis of Fort Lewis pilot data are described.

We conclude this chapter by summarizing computer test results obtained
from the Fort Lewis pilot test.

Before describing the tests designed to measure target constructs, we
briefly describe a critical piece of equipment designed especially for
pilot administrations of the computerized tests in the Pilot Trial Battery.

Develonment of Response Pedestal

The microprocessor selected for use, the COMPAQ, contains a standard
keyboard. As reported in Chapter 1 and mentioned above, in early tryouts
cf the computer battery subjects were asked to make their responses on this
keyboard. From these preliminary administrations, we determined that the
keyboard may provide ar unfair advantage to subjects with typing or data
entry experience. Furthermore, use of a standard keyboard did not provide
adequate experimenta’ control during the testing process. Therefore, a
separate response pedestal was designed and built.

This response pedestal is depicted in Figure 5.1. The pedestal is
approximately 21 inches from side to side and 10 inches from frort to back.
Note that it contains two joy sticks (one for left-handed subjects and one
for right-handed subjects), "HORIZONTAL" and "VERTICAL" controls, a dial
for entering demographic data such as age and social security number, two
red butions, three response buttons--blue, yellow, and white--and four
green 'home" buttons. (One of the "home" buttons is not visible in the
diagram; it is located on the left side of the pedestal.) The "SELECTOR"
contrnl was not used by the examinee to make responses, but was necessary
to properly connect the appropriate controls to the ccmputer for each test.

The "home" buttons play a key role in capturing subjects’ reaction
time scores. Thay control the onset of each test item or trial when
reaction time is being measured. To begin a trial, the subject must place
his/her hands on the four green buttons. After the stimulus appears on the
screen and the subject has determined the correct response, he/she must
remove his/her preferred hand from the "hcme" puttons and press the correct
response button.

The procedure involving the "home" buttons serves two purposes.
First, control is added cver the location of the subjects’ hands while the
stimulus item is presented. In this way, hand movement distance is the
same for all subjects and variation in reaction time due to position of
subjects’ hands is reduced to nearly zero.

Secend, procedures invoiving these buttons are designed to assess two
theoretically important components of reaction time measures--decision time
and movement time. Decision %ime includes the period between stimufus
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onset and the point at which the subject removes his/her hands to make 4
response. This interval reflects the time required to process the informa-
tion to determine the correct response. Movement time involves the period
between removing one’s hands from the “"home" buttons and striking a re-
sponse key. The "home" buttons on the response pedestal, then, are de-
signed to investigate the two theoretically independent compor:nts of reac-
tion time. Results from an investigation of these measures appear through-
out the following sections.

For each test described, we provide a schematic diagram depicting the
important cemponents of each test. A key tc these schematic diagrams is
provided in Figure 5.2. As noted on the key, the diagram is used to
identify test components such as delay pericds, operations such as decision
time or movement time, and responses recorded such as correct or incorrect
response, reaction time, or distance measures. These diagrams are designed
to provide a more graphic picture of the activities involved in each test.




= Physical operation performed by the
subject

= Cognitive operation performed by the
subject

= Computer prasentation

§} bp = Delay Period
' DT = Decision Time

MT = Movement Time
RT = Total Reaction Time
ISD = Interstimulus Delay
R/L/B = Response Hand recorded--right, left, or Loth
c/1 = Correct or Incorrect Response recorded
S1 = First Stimulus
S2 « Second Stimulus

d = Distance from crosshairs to the center of the target

Figure 5.2. Key to flow diagrams of ccmputer-administered tests.
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REACTION TIME {PRNOCESSING EFFICIENCY)

This construct involves speed of reaction to ztimuii--that is, the
speed with which a person perceives the stimulus independent of any time
taken by the motor response compunent of the classic reaction time mea-
sures. According to our definition of this construct, which is an indica-
tor of processing efficiency, it includes both simple and chaice reaction
time (RT).

Simple Reaction Time: Reaction Time Test 1

lest Description. The basic paradigm for this task stems from
Jensen’s research involving the relationsihip hetween reaction time and
mental ability (Jensen, 1982). As part of tnis research program, Jdensen
designed two precadural paradigms to obtain independent measures of deci-
sion time and movement time. According to current theory, these are two
independent components of reaction time. Procedures for capturing these
reaction time measures are described below.

At the computer console, the subject is instructed to place his/her
hands or the green "home" buttons in the ready position. When the subject
is in the ready position, the first item is presented. On the computer
screen, a small box appears. After a delay period {ranging from 1.5 to 3.0
saconds) the word yellow appears in the box. At this point, the subject
must remove his/her preferred hand from the "home" buttnns to strike tne
yellow key on the tecting penel. The subject must then return his/her
hands tuv the ready position to receive the next item. Figure 5.3 contains
a schematic depicticn of the simple reacticon time lask.

Ready Position

V Delay Periad (DP)

Decision Time (LT)

Reaction
R/L/B  «<3- Release Home Tine
(RT)

Movement Time (MT)

C/1 <<F——"-—~———tPress Yellow Button

1
L
LS T . . e 4D WS DU UIRL W SEE 2N NN WY W e e A W, L em A WS Sl G I T P i Tt Al

Yy TR v gk VO S

Figure 5.3. Reaction Time Test 1.
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This test contains 15 items. Although it is self-paced, on each item
sthjects are given 10 saconds to respond before the computer timz-outs* and
prepares to present the next item.

S R p——

Test Characteristics. Table 5.1 contains data on the test character-
istics from the Fort Lewis pilot test. Variables appearing in the upper \
portion oV the table provide descriptive information about t»st perfor- :
mance. Note that, on the average, subiecis read the test instructions in
2.5 minutes, although this ranged from about half a minute to 5 minutes.
Further, subjects cempleted the test ir an average of 1.2 minutes; this
time ranged from three-quarters of a winute to over 5 minutes. Total tast
time ranged from 1.6 to 7.1 minutes with a mean of 3.7 minutes.

Aiso note that very few subjects timed-out or provided invalid re-
sponses. The maximum number of time-outs for any subject was three, the
maximum number of invalid responses was one. Finally. Percent Correct
values indicate neariy all subjects understood the task and performed it
correctly.

Qgpgnggnt_ﬂeasqrg§2. To identify variables of interest, we reviewed
the literature in this area. (See Keyes, A review of the relationship
between reactior time and mental ability, 1985.) Results from this review
indicated that reaction time is often calculated for decision time, move-
ment time, and total time. See Figure 5.3 for points at which these
measures are obtained. In additicr, intra-individual variation measures
(the standard deviation of total reaction time sceres) caiculated for each
subject appear to provide useful information. We began isolating dependent
measures of interest by caiculating these four variables.

When we examined reaction times for each item on this test, we dis-
covered that these times were very high for *he first few items (up to the
fifth item). Observation of the subjerts when they were taking the test
had alerted us to this possibility. Since this was the first test adminis-
tered, the su~jects were still somewhat unfamiliar with the response pedes-
tal and the general nature of taking ccmputer-administeved tests. Accord-
ingly, we decided to view the first five items as warm-up or praciice items
and to include only the last ten responses in calculating mean reaction
SCores,

Further, because subtle event: {e.g., subject stretching or effec-
tively guessing when the next item will appear) may produce extreme reac-
tion time scores far a single item, we decided to use trimned mean scores
for decision, movement, and total time. Thase trimmed scores inciude
responses to items six through 15 with the nighest and lowest reaction time
values removed.

C L g o g N g . gt . D gt a8 LS e e 2 N OO W e e

U viuc-outs occur if a sviject fails te respond within a specified period

of time. Invelid responses cccur who.i a subject strikes the wrong key. In
both cases, the item disappears from the conputer screen and, after the
subject resumes the ready position, the next item appears on the screen.

R e T Y L% e Y

2 Dependent variables mean scores (e.g., Dacision Twme) on the tests.
Throughout this chapter the terms "deperdent variable" and "test score"
can be viewed as interchangeable.
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Table 5.1
Pilot Test Results From Fort Lewis: Reaction Time Test 1 (Simple Reaction

Time) (N = 112)
‘Descriptive Characteristics Mean 30 Range

Time to Read Instructions (minutes) 2.51 .81 .63 - 5.01
Tima to‘Complete Test (minutes) 1.22 .62 .79 - 5.19
Total Test Time (minutes) 3.72 .99 1.59 - 7.1¢C
T*me-Outs (number per person) .05 .31 0-3
Invalid Responses (number per person) .07 .26 0 -1
Percent Cerrect 99 3 8¢ - 102

Dependent Measures? Mearn  Su Range Rxx”
Decision Time (10 items) 30.50 16.15 17.90 - 109.78 91
Trimmed® Decision Time (8 items) 29.25 8.10 18.75 - 82.00 .92
SD - Decizion 7.85 12.05 .92 - 118.26 77
Movewent Time (10 itams) 27.35 8.98 15.50 - 91.33 .75
Trimmed Movement Time (8 items) 26.01 7.26 15.50 - 55.86 .94
SD - Movement 6.68 12.77 .75 - 121.07 .20
Total Time (10 items) 57.84 15.78 37.90 - 149.56 .90
Trimmed Total Time (10 items) 55.92 13.86 37.75 - 124.71 .94
SD - Total 11.79 16.80 1.58 - 125.85 .66

3 A11 values reported are ir hundredths of a secend.

b Rxx = odd-even correlatioms, ~arvoeted to full test length using the
Spearman-Brown formula.

€ Trimmed scores are based on respen:2 to items 6-15, excluding the highest
and Towest scores.
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Mean values for all the above dependent nieasures were calculated.
They appear in the lower portion of Table 5.1, Also incluced in this table
are raliability estimates for eacn measure (computed using an odd-even
method with &« Spearman-Brown correction). For the most .part, these values '
are quite acceptable. Reliability for trimmed mean scores appears to be
slightly higher than for those mean scores including all ten items. Yur-
ther, reliability estimates for the standard deviation measures zve Towest
for &11 estimates.

Tc identify cependent measures for inclusion in subsequent analyses, i
we graphed the various reactien time scores across the 15 items. That is,
mean reaction time scores were plotted for decision time, movement time,
and total time across the items. These yraphs indicate that movement time
and total reaction time yield very similar profiiles {(i.e., begin at a
moderately high level, drop off, and then begin to stabilize}. Oecision
time, nowever, provides a slightly different profile. The graph fur
decision time begins at a moderately high level and drops off for the first
haly of the items. Aftev that, however, it becomes very unstable and no
censistent trend shows.

The relationship among these measures of reaction time was further
examined by computing all pairwise correlates for zach item. Mean and
median values of these item-hy-item correlates appear in Tabie 5.2 for all
items (15) and for the reduced set of items (1G). These results indicate
that a lTow to moderate relationship exists between movement time and ceci-
sicn time (r = .32 for 10 items). Movement time appears to be providing

Table 5.2
Mean _Correlations Among Decision, Mcvement, and Total Times: Rea¢tiogn Time
Test 1 '

Mean k] Median
Decision Time and Total Times
15 items .61 .21 .64
19 items .50 .29 .54
Movement and Total Times
15 items .80 .15 87
10 items 7 .16 .85

Decision and Movement Times

15 items .35 .25 .34

P W AR e e Y M B T T W B TR Wl e Fae Y R M A e R SR W e e it T T e e -

10 items .32 .25 .31
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kinds of information similar to tetal time (r = .77 for 10 items). Deci-
sicn time, howsvar, provides additional informatien (r = .50 for 10
items).

On the basis of these data, we made the following decicions:

® Subjecis’ scores to be aralyzed should include decision time, total
time, and total within-person variation score (an individual’s
standard deviation computed with the total score).

8 For reaction time measures, the trimming procedure would be used in
computing decision and total mean reaction times.

e Percent Correct scores would be computed. Although no subjects
were being omitted because of incorrect or invalid responses, this
could become necessary for futura samples.

¢ Practice effects (repeating the same measure ceveral times in a
single session) should be examined, along with tast-retest effects.
This was planned for the Foert Knox field test.

) ures. Correlations of simple reaction
times with measures derived from all computer-administered tests (which are
described in the sections that follow' are provided in Tahle 5.3.

Nete that correlatiens among Simple Reaction Time measures (Percent
Correct omitted from this analysis) indicate that the three correlate very
highly with one another (Decision with Total = .85; Total SD with Total
= .67; and Decision with Total SD = .71). Decision and Total times for
simple reaction time correlate moderately with their Choice Reaction Time
counterparts (range .36 to .57) which are described in the next section.

Correlations of Simpie Reaction Time measures with computer test
dependent reasures from constructs other than processing efficiency, indi-
cata that for Decision Time the highest correlations appaar with Perceptual
Speed and Accuracy (PS & A) Intercept (.3C), Grand Mean (.29), and Memory
Intercept (.30). Total time also correlates highest with PS & A Intercept
(.45). Total Standard Deviation correlates highest with Memory Intercept
(.29). These correlations are about as expected since the correlated
scores are all reaction times to intercepts based on reaction times for
perceptual kinds of tests. {Memory involves a perceptual component even
though it is primarily a measure of the Memory construct.)

Correlations of the various computer-administered measures with the
cognitive paper-and-pencil measures described in Chapters 3 and 4 are shown
in Table 5.4. These correlations indicate that Decision Time, Total Stan-
dard Deviation, ana Percent Correct are virtually unrelated to scores on
the paper-and-pencil measures. Total reaction Lime, however, correlates
highest with the Maze (-.39), Path (-.23), and Orientation 1 (-.23) Tests.
These negative correlations indicate that "better" (faster) total reaction
tire scores are associated with better {higher) paper-and-pencil test
scores.

Finally, scores on these measures were correlated with video experi-
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ence.3 Mean Decision Trimmed and Mean Total Trimmed correlate near zaro
with this variable. Total! Standard Deviation correlates .19 and Percent
Correct correlates -.20 with this measure.

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. The Reaction Time Test 1
administered in the Fort Lewis pilot test remained the same for the
Fort Knox field test.

Choice Reaction Time: Reaction Time Test 2

. Reaction time for two response alternatives (choice
reaction time, CRT) is obtained in virtually the same manner as for a
single response (simple reaction time, SRT). The major difference is in
stimulus presentation. Rather than the same stimulus, YELLOW, beiny pre-
sented, the stimulus varies; that is, subjects may see the term BLUE or
WHITE on the computer screen. When one of these terms appears, the subject
is instructed to move his/her prefarred hand from the *home" keys to strike
the key that corresponds with the term appearing on the screen (BLUE or
WHITE). See Figure 5.4 for a schematic depiction of the test.

This measure contains 15 items, with seven requiring responses on the WHITE
key and eight requiring responses on the BLUE key. Although the test is
self-paced, the computer is programmed to allow 9 seconds for a response
before ?oing on to the next item. Data for all 15 items were included in
the analysis of the data from the Fort Lewis pilot test. The subjects had
become familiar enough with the response pedestal that it was not thought
necessary to treat any items as "warm-ups.”

Jest Characteristics. Table 5.5 provides data describing this test as
it was given in the Fort Lewis pilot test. Note that subjects were reading
the instructions more quickly than they were for simple reaction time (1.01
and 2.51 minutes, respectively) and were also finishing the test more
quickly (1.95 and 3.72 minutes, respectively).

Data on whether subjects used tha same or different hands to respond
to all items indicate that 23 percent of the subjects (M=26) consistently

used the same hand. The remainder (77% or N=86) switched from hand to hand
at least once to respond.

We also examined reaction time differences in responding to the BLUE
and WHITE keys. These results indicate that, cn the average, subjects re-
sponded a little faster to the WHITE versus the BLUE key (64.92 versus
69.12 hundredths of a second).

Dependent Measures. In the description of simple reaction time, we
provided a rationale for the measures selected to score subjects’ re-
sponses. These same measures were also selected to score responses on
choice reaction time. Mean values along with standard deviations, ranges,
and reliability estimates are provided in Table 5.5. Note that for this

3 Subjects were asked to rate, on a five-point scale, their degree of ex-
perience with video game play1ng, pricr to comp]etxng the computer tests.

(A rating of 1 indicated no experience with video games; 5 indicated much
experience.)
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Ready Position

L.

Blue® or "White"

- T
Button Hand DT
R/L/B = Release Home | -+
L "

C/1 <—0——1 Press Response Button

Figure 5.4. Reaction Time Test 2.
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Table 5.5

Pilot Tost Results from Fort lewis: Reaction Time Test 2
(Chojce Reaction Time) (N = 112)

Dascriptive Characteristics Mean S0 Range

Time to Read Instructions (minutes) 1.01 .36 .45 - 2.37
Time to Complete Test (minutes) .95 .13 .80 - 1.59
Total Test Time (minutes) 1.95 .40 1.37 - 3.20
Time-Outs (number per person) 0 0 0-1
Invalid Responses (number per person) A7 .10 0-1

Dependent Measures Mean  SD Range Rxx?
Mean Decision TimeD 36.78 7.76  18.75 - 78.29 .94
Mean Total Time® 65.98 10.38 37.75 - 117.29 .91
SD - Total TimeD 8.92 3.75 1.09 - 60.07 .10
Percent Correct 99 3 90 - 100 -.16

Choice RT Minus Simple RT Mean sD Range Rxx?
Decision TimeP 7.68 8.79 -43.70 - 33.99 .86
Total TimeP 10.37 11.15 -44.92 - 38.7] .79

@ Rxx = odd-even coirrelations corrected with the Spearman-Brown formula.

b Values reported are in hundredths of a second. Statistics are based on
analysis ¢f all 15 items of the test.



measure, only the two reaction time scores provide reliable information.

Another measure we looked at is the difference betwesn mean choice
reaction time scores and simple reaction time scores--a value that is in-
tended to capture a speed-of-processing compcnent. The typical choice re-
action time paradigm includes two, four, and eight response alternatives,
and processing efficiency is computed by regressing mean reaction time
score against the number of response alternatives (i.e., one, two, four,
and eight). The siope of this regression equation {s interpreted as the
processing speed, or the time required to process additional {nformation.
Because our testing pedestal does not allow for four or eight response
choices, we cannot calculate this value. Instead, we used a score showing
the difference betweern choice and simple reaction times. Note that reli-
ability estimates suggest these values are internally consistent.

Correlations With Other Measures. Correlations with measures derived
from other computer-administered tests are reported in Table 5.3. These
values indicate that choice decision and choice total times are highly
correlated (r = .78). -(Standard deviation total and percent correct were
omitted frem these analyses due to low reliability.) Choice decision and
choice total times correlate moderately with their simple reaction time
counterparts. Also note that the experimental variable, Choice Total Time
minus Simple Total Time, correlates highly with Simple Reaction Time mea-
sures, but oniy moderately with Choice Reaction Time measures.

Choice Decision and Choice Total yield fairly similar correlation
patterns with scores frem other computer tests. These measures correlate
highest with PS & A Intercept (r = .37 and r = .53, respectively), Target
Identification Mean RT (r = .29 and r = .45), and Memory Intercept (r = .29
and r = .41) and Grand Mean (r = .33 and r ~ .40). In addition, choice
total yields moderate correlations with Tracking 1 Mean (r = .39), Tracking
2 Mean (r = .33), and PS & A Grand Mean (r = .36). Again, just as for
Simple Reaction Time, these correlations show an association between reac-
tion times for the perceptual tasks--except for the moderate correlations
with Tracking 1 and 2, which are somewhat unexpected, but may indicate
association based on movement speed.

Correlations of choice reaction time measures with cognitive paper-
and-pencil measures appear in Table 5.4. These data indicate that choice
decision and total time correlate highest with the Maze Test (r = -.28 and
-.47, respectively). Total time, in fact, yields moderate correlations
across all paper-and-pencil cognitive measvves. As noted before, these
negative correlations actually indicate tha. "better" scores are asso-
ciated since lower scores on reaction *ime indicate better performance and
higher scores on the paper-and-pencil rests indicate becter performance.

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. No changes were made to this
test for the Fort Knox field test.
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SHORT-TERM MEMORY

This construct is defined as the rate at which one observes, searches,
and recalls information contained in short-term memory.

Memory Search Test

The marker used for this test is a short-term memory search task
introduced by S. Steraberg (1966, 1969). In this test, the subject is
presented with a s2t of on2 to five familiar items {e.g., letters); these
are withdrawn and then the subject is presented with a probe item. The
subject is to indicate, as rapidly and as accurately as possible, whether
or not the probe was contained in the original set of items, now held in
short-term memory. Generally, mean reaction time is regressed against the
number of objects in the item eor stimulus set. The slope of this function
can be interpreted as the average increase in reaction time with an in-
crease of one object in the memory set, or the rate at which one can access
information in short-tern memory.

Test Description. The measure developed for computer-administered
testing is very similar to that designed by Sternberg. At the computer
console, the subject is instructed to place his/her hands on the green home
buttons. The first stimulus set then appears on the screen. A stimulus
contains one, two, three, four, or five objects (letters). Ffollowing a .5-
or 1-second display period, the stimulus set disappears and, after a delay,
the probe item appears. Presentation of the probe item is delayed by
either 2.5 or 3 seconds. When the probe appears, the subject must decide
whether or not it appeared in the stimulus set. If the item was present in
the stimulus set, the subject removes his/her hands from the home buttons
and strikes the white key. If the probe item was not present, the subject
strikes the blue key. (See Figure 5.5 for schematir depiction of the
memory search task.) Fifty items were included on this test for the Fort
Lewis administration.

Parameters of interest include, first, stimulus set length, or number
of letters in the stimulus set. Values for this parameter ranga from one
to five. The second par-meter, observation period and probe delay period,
includes two levels. The first is described as long observation and short
probe delay; time periods are 1 second and 2.5 seconds, respectively. The
second level, short observation and long probe delay, includes periods
of .5 second and 3 seconds, respectively. The final parameter, probe
status, indicates that the probe is either in the stimulus set or not_in
the stimulus set. These parameters will he discussed in more detail -betow.

Jest Characteristics. Table 5.6 provides descriptive information for
the Memory Search Test from the pilot test at Fort lLewis. These data
indicate that subjects, on the average, read the test instructions in 3
minutes (range, 1.6 - 5.8) and completed the test in 9 minutes (range, 8.4
- 11.7). Thus, total testing time for the average subject is 12 minutes
(range, 10.4 - 17.5). Further, subjects allowed very few timeouts (mean
= .17, SD = .82) and provided about five invalic responses (range 0 - 28).
Over all, total percent correct is 90. However, the range of Percent
Ccrrect values, 44 to 100, indicates that at least one subject was perform-
ing at a lower than chance level.

[N

5-17

N oo e N Ay
e BT D R R R R R A AN



| Ready Position

l ]
esented

Varies <-—wcmwen - ce - S1 Pr T
Number of Letters
Presentation Time S~
Letter Positions
S .

L
creen
Clears
l pp
52 Presented\
Di
RT
-
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Figure 5.5. Memory Test.
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Table 5.6

)} -
3 Pilot Test Results From Fort Lewis: Memory Search
(N =112)
Jest Characteristics Mean S0 Range
Time to Read Instructions (minutes) 3.06 .76 1.64 - 5.8l
Time to Compiete Test (minutes) 9.00 .54 8.37 - 11.71
Total Test Time {minutes) 12.07 1.06 10.43 - 17.52
Time-Outs (number per person) .17 .80 0- 3
Invalid Responses {number per 4.86 4.72 0 - 28
person)
Dependent Measures? Mean s0 Range Rxx?
Slope® 7.19 6.14  -12.7C - 41.53 .54
Intercept® 97.53 30.28 44.91 - 230.97 .84
Grand Mean® 119.05 29.84 67.71 - 262.35 .88
Percent Correct 89 10 44 - 100 .95

2 see text for explanation of these measures.
b axx = odd-even correlation corrected with the Spearman-Brown formula.

€ values reported are in hundredths of a second. Statistics are based on an
analysis of items answered correctly. (There were 50 items on the test.)

Dependent Measures. For this test, mean values for decicion time,
movement time, and total time were computed and then plotted agsinst ivem
length, defined as the number of letters in the stimulus set. These plots
indicated that decision and total time produce very similar profiles,
whereas movement time results in a nearly flat profile. Since decision
time and total time yield similar informaticn and movement time appears to
serve as a constant, we could have used either decisicn or tots! reaction
time to compute scores on this measure. We elected tec use total reaction
time.

Subjects receive scores on the following measures:
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e Slope and Intercept. These values are obtained by regressing mean
total reaction time (coriect responses only) against item length.
in terims of processing efficiency, Slopa represents the average
increase in reaction time with an increase of one object in the
stimulus set. Thus, the lower the value, the faster the access.
Intercept represents all other processes not invulved in memory
search, such as encoding the prube, determining whether or not a
match has been found, and executing the response.

8 Percent Coirrect. This value is used to screen subjects completing
the test. For example, recall that in Table 5.5 we indicated that
one subject correctly answered 44 percent of the items. Computing
the above scorcs (e.g., Slope and Intercegt; for this subject weuld
result in meaningless informaticn. Thus, Perceni Correct scorcs
are used to identify subjects performing at very low levels, thzve-
by precluding computation of the above scores.

e Grand Mean. This value is calculated by first computir: < mear
reaction time (correct responses only) for each levei uf stimulu-
set length (i.e.. one to five). The mean of these mzans is the
computed. '

Table 5.6 contains the mean, standard deviation, range, and reliabil-
ity estimates for each of the dependent measures. Note that these values
indicate that all measures except the Slepe yield fairly high internail
consistency values.

Correlations With Other Measures. The four deperdent measures com-
puted for the Short-Term Memory Test were correlated with scores generated
from the other computer-administered tests of the battery and with scores
on the cognitive paper-and-pencil tests /(Tables 5.3 and 5./, respectively).
Resu}ts for these four dependent measures varied, and are discussed sepa-
rately.

Short-Term Memory Slope yielded correlations ranging from -.31 to .29
with other computer measures. Lowest values were with Choice Reactien Time
Total (r = -.02) and Target Tracking 2 [r = .02), while highest values were
with Memory Intercept (r = -.31) and Grand Mean (r = .29). Dependent
measures from other computer tests correlating moderately with Memory Slope
include Simple Reaction Time Total SD (r = -.i1) and Target Identification
Mean Reaction Time (r = .13). When correlated with rognitive paper-and
pencil tests, Short-Term Hemory Slope yielded generally low relationships.
The highest correlation was .13 with the Maze Test.

Short-Term Memory Intercept correlated highest with the Memory Grand
Mean (r = .82), Target Identification Mean Reaction Time (r = .45), Percep-
tual Speed and Accuracy Intercept (» = .44), and Choice Reaction Time Total
(r= .41). Low relationships were found with the difference between choice
and simple reaction times (r = .00), Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Slope (r
= .09), Target Shoot Mean Distance (r = .:0), and Target Identification
Percent Correct (r = .09). With the cognitive paper-and-pencil measures,
Memory Intercept showed generally moderate relationships, for exampie, with
Maze (r = -.40), Cbject Rotation (r = -.3C), and Orientation 1 (r = -.Zz€).

Shori-Term Memory Percent Correct correlated most strongly with Per-
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ceptual Speed and Accuracy Intercept (r = -.43}, and witn other measures o
the Memory Test {(r = -.33 with Intercept, r = -.41 with Grand Mean). Weak
correlations were fourd between Short Terim Memory Percent Correci ana
Choice Reaction Decision Time {(r = -.06) and Perceptual Speed and Accuracy
Grand Mean {r = .01). It correlated fairly highly with Path (r = .46) and
moderately with several other cognitive written tests, while the lovest
coefficienis were with Object Rotat.on and Shapes (r = .17 for both).

Finaily, the Tast dependent measure 0 the Saort-Term Memory Test was
the Grand Mean Reaction Time (for correct responses only). This correlated
most highly with Lhe ceomnuter measures of Mean Reaction Time on Target
Identification {r » .54) and the Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Intercept (r
= ,48), as well as the Short-Term Memory Irtercept (r = .82). Lowest
corralations wero found with the difference between chuice and simple
reaction time (r = .02) and with the Target Identification Percent Correct
(r « .08). Strongest relationships with the cognmitive paper-and-pencil
tests were found between the Short- -Term Memory Grand Mean and Maze (r =
-.33) and Orientation ! {r ~ -.32). Lowest weie with Criertation 2 and 3 (r
-.11 and -.16, respectively).

To sum up these correlations, the Grand Mean RT and Intercept for
memsry show highly similar patterns of correlations with other computer-
administered tests and with cognitive paper-and-pencil tests. Both mea-
sures ara moderately correlated with Reaction Time scores and Intercept
scores on other computer-administered teosts, and have low to moderate
correlations with paper-and-pencil test scores. The Slope score for memory
shows Tow corvalations with scores an almost all other measures. The
P ~o* Correct “Ccre for memory shows Tow to moderate negative correla-
t.. Keact:.a Time &nd Intercept scores on other computer-adminis-
terca me. .ires, and moderatec ~ori:ictions with scores on cognitive paper-
and-pencil tests. These patterns oi cerr2lations are about as expected and
seem to indicate that the Memory Test scuvos contribute some fairly unique
variance to the PTB.

Modifications_for Fort Knox Field Test. Results from an analysis of
variance (ANCVA) conducted for the Forti Lewis pilot test data were used to
modify this test for the Fort Knnx field test. As noted earlier, the three
parameters were stimulus set length, observation period/probe delay, and
probe status. Total reaction time served as the dependent variable for
this measure. A three-way ANOVA, 5 (stimulus set length) x 2 (observation
neriod/probe delay) x 2 {probe status), was performed.

These data indicated that the two levels of observation period and
prote delay yielded no significant differences in reaction time (F = .27;
p<.6U). For stimulus set lenglh, levels one to five, mean reaction time
scores differed significantly (F = 84.35; p<.001}. This information con-
firms results reported in the Titerature; that is, reactior. time increases
as stimulus set length increases. Finally, for probe status, in or not in,
mean reaction time scores also differed significantly (F = 74.24; p<.001).
These values indicate that subjects, on the average, require more time to
determine that a probe is not in the set than to determine tnat the probe
is contained in the set. Resuits also indicated a significant interaction
between stimulus length and probe status (F = 7.46; p<.001j.

This infcrmation was usec to modify the Memory Search Test. For
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example, stimulus set length had yielded significant mear veaction time
score differences for the five levels; mean reaction time for levels two
and four, however, differed 1ittle from levels three and five, respec-
tively. Therefore, items containing stimulus sets with two and four let-
ters were deleted from the test file.

Altkough the observation period/probe delay parameter produced non-
significant results, we concluded that different values for probe delay may
provide additional information aboui processing and memory. For example,
in literature in this area researchers suggest that subjects begin with a
visual memory of the stimulus objects, which begins to decay «fter a very
brief period, .5 second. To retain a memory of the object set, subjects
shift to an acoustic memory; that is, subjacts rehearse the sounds of the
object set and recall its contents acoustically (Thorscn, Hochhaus, &
Stanners, 1976). Therefore, we changed ithe two probe delay periods to .5
seccnds and 2.5 seconds. These periods are designed to assess the two
hypothesized types of short-term memory--visual and acoustic.

Finally, consideration of the probe status parameter led us to mndify
one-half of the items in the test to include unusual or unfamiliar ob-
Jects--symbols, rather than letters. In part, rationale for using letters
or digits in a probiem involves using overlearned stimuii so that novelty
of the stimulus does not affect processing of the material. We elected,
however, to add a measure of processing and recalling unusual material,
primarily because Army recruits do encounter and are required to recail
stimuli that are novel to them, especially during their initial training.
Consequently, -one-half of the revised test items ask subjects to observe
and recall unfamiliar symbols rather than letters.

The test then, as modified, contained 48 items--one half consisting of
letters and the other half of symbols. Within each item type, threce levels
of stimulus length are included. That is, for items with letter stimulus
sets, there are eight items with a single letter, eight with three, and
eight with five letters; the same is done for items containing symbols.
Within each of the stimulus length sets, four items include a .5-second
probe delay and four contain a 2.5-3econd probe delay period. Across all
items (N = 48), probe status is equally mixed between "in" and "not in" the
stimulus set. With the test so construcied, the effects of stimulus type,
stimulus set length, probe delay period, and proke status can be examined.
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PERCEPTUAL SPEED AND ACCURACY

The perceptual speed and accuracy (PS & A) construct involves the
ability to perceive visual infermation quickly and accurately and to per-
form simple processing tasks with the stimulus (e.g., make comparisons).
This requires the ability tu make rapid scanning movements without being

tatracted by irvelevant visual stimuli, and measures menmory, working
speed, and sometimes eye-haad coordination.

Porceptual Speed and Accuracy Test

Measures used as markers for the development uf the computer-adminis-
tered Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Test included such tests as the Em-
ployee Aptitude Survey (EAS-4) Visual Speed and Accuracy, and the ASVAB
Coding Speed test and the Tables and Graphs test. 7The EAS-4 involves the
abivity to quickly and accurately compare numbers and determine whether
they are the same or different, whereas ASVAB Coding Speed measures memecry,
.eye-hand coordination, and working speed. The Tables and Graphs test
requires the ability to obtain information quickly and accurately from
material presented in tabular form.

Test Description. The computer-administered Perceptual Speed and
Accvracy Test requires the subject to make a vrapid comparison of two visual
stimuli presented simultaneously and determine whether they are the same or
different. Five different "types" of stimuli are presented: alpha, nu-
meric, symbolic, mixed, and words. Within the alpha, numeric, symbolir,
and mixed stimuli, the character length of the stimuius is varied; four
different levels of stimulus length or "digit" are present--two-digit,
five-digit, seven-digit, and nire-digit. Four items are included in each
“type" x "digit" cell; for example, four items are two-digit alphas (a.g.,
XA). In its original form this test had:

16 two-digil items
16 five-digit items
16 seven-digit items
16 nine-digit items
16 word items

80 total items

Same and different responses were balanced in every cell except one;
the four two-digit numeric items were accidentaliy constructed to require
all "same" responses. Some example items are shown belcw:

1. 96293 2 96238 2 (Numeric five-digit)
2. +/%9 < +/97 <> (Symbelic seven-digit)
3. James Braun James Brown (Words)

Reaction times were expected to increase with the number of digits
included in the stimulus. The rationale behind including various types of
stimuli was simply that various types of stimuli are often encountered in
military positions.

The svuvject is inslructed to hold the home keys down to begin each
item, release the home keys upon deciding whether the stimuli are the same
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or different, and press the white button if the stimuli are the same or the
blue button if the stimuli are different (see Figure 5.6).

Readerositioq_J

oP

S1 and S2
Presented
Simultanecusly

Compare
S1 and S

R/L/B € - ——— Release Home

&

c/1 e ke Press Response Button

T

MT

RT

Figure §.5. Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Test.



Jest Characteristics. The computerized Perceptual Speed and Accuracy
Test was administered to 112 individuals in the pilot test at Fort Lewis.
Some of the overall test characteristics are shown in Table 5.7.

Table 5.7
Pilot Test Results Firom Fort Lewis: Overall Characteristics of Perceptual
Speed and Accuracy Test (N = 112)

Mean 30 Range
Time Spent on Instructions (minutes) 2.36 .59 1.37 - 4.30
Time Spent on Test Portion (minutes) 7.82 1.04 5.82 - 12.41
Total Testing Time (minutes) 10.18 1.37 7.45 - 14.88
Time-Outs (number per person) 9.57 6.17 0-35
Invalid Responses (number per person) .94 i.20 0- 6

The average total testing time was just over 10 minutes (range = 7.4
to 14.9 minutes). Subjects were given 7 seconds to respond to each item.
There were more time-outs on this test (mean = 9.6) than on the previously
described tests. On the other hand, there were fewer invalid responses
than on Short-Term Memory (mean = .94 for Perceptual Speed and Accuracy vs.
4.86 for Short-Term Memury).

Dependent Measures. The measures obtained were: response hand, per-
cent correct, total reaction time, decision time, movement time, time for
instructions, and total test time. The variables to be used for scoring
purpcses or dependent measures were determined through results of ANOVAs on
total reaction times. The resulting variables include:

The grand mean of the mean reaction times for each digit level
for correct responses only.

The mean total reaction time of "word"” items for correct re-
sponses only.

The slope and intercept for the regression of mean total reaction
time on digits for correct responses (i.e., intercept and the

change in total reaction time per unit change in stimulus
length).

The grand mean of the mean reaction times for the four "non-word"
digit levels and tha "word" items.

The percent of all items answered currectly.
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The rationale behind the selection of these variables will be provided
in the discussion of the ANOVA results.

Two two-way ANOVAs were performed on reaction times for correct re-
sponses. The first was a Type (4 levels) x Digit (4 levels) ANOVA of total
reaction times. The results showed significant main effects for Type
[F (3,333) = 11.99, p<.001], Digits [F (3,333) = 871.46, p<.001], and their
interaction [F (9,999) = 44.14, p<.001] (see Figure 5.7).

The second ANOVA conducted was on movement times. Pure movement time
should be a constant when response hands are balanced. The results sug-
gested that subjects were still making their decision about the stimuli
after releasing the home keys (see Figure 5.8). That is, the movement time
ANOVA for Type X Digits yielded a significant main effect for Digits
[F (3,333) = 19.94, p<.001]. The interaction of Digits and Type was also
significant [F (9,999) = 7.22, p<.001].

The implications of these results are:

Scores should be formed on total reaction times (for correct re-
sponses) instead of decision times because subjects appear to
continue making a decision after releasing the home keys. Thus,
use of decision time would net include time that subjects were
using to process items.

Means should be computed separately for each set of items with a
particular digit level (i.e., two, five, seven, and nine). Num-
ber of digits had a greater effect on mean reaction time than did
type of stimuli. Since only correct response reaction times are
being used, subjects could raise their scores on a pooled reac-
tion time by simply not responding to the nine-digit items.

Thus, the mean reaction times to correct responses for each digit
level should be equally weighted. The grand mean of the mean
reaction times for each digit level was computed.

The nine-digit symbolic items were probably too easy. Mean
reaction times for the nine-digit symbolic items were substan-
tially less than those for the other nine-digit items. Further
inspection of the items showed that some were probably being
processed in "chunks" because symbols were grouped (e.g.,
<<H++++%//) .

Total reaction times for correct responses could be regressed on
digit. Intercepts and slopes could be computed for individuals
by means of a repeated measures regression (i.e., the trend
appeared to be Tinear).

As a whole, the scores on the computerized Perceptual Speed and Ac-
curacy Test were quite reliable (see Table 5.8). Reliability coefficients
ranged from .85 for the Intercept of the regression of total reaction time
on digits to .97 for the Grand Mean of the mean reaction times for the four
non-words categories and for all categories.
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Figure 5.7. Type x Digit analysis of variance on Total Reaction Time.
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Table 5.8
' sults From Fort [ewis:_ Dependent Measure Scores From
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Test (N = 112)
Score? Mean S0 Range RxxP
Grand Mean of Mean Reaction 279.99 57.97 85.67 - 386.49 .97
Times for Non-word Items
Mean Reaction Time for 351.74  68.39 198.64 - 518.64 .91
Word Items
Grand Mean of Mean Reaction 294.22 57.13 109.34 - 412.75 .97
Times for Word and Non-
word Items
Intercept S 89.37 36.48 12.99 - 210.34 .85
Slope 33.14 9.78 -.75 - 52.11 .89
Percent Correct 86.90 8.00 56.3 - 100

3 Reaction Time values are in hundredths of a second and are based on

anaiysis of items answered correctly. (There were 80 items on the
test.)

b Split-half (odd-even) reliability estimates, Spearman-Brown cor-
rected.

Interrelationships Among Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Scores.
Ideally, efficient performance on the Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Test
would produce: a low intercept, a low slope, and high accuracy, combined
with a fast grand mean reaction time score. Data analyzed from the Fort
Lewis testing suggests that this relaticnship may occur infrequently. As
shown in Table 5.9 , the relationship of Slope with Intercept is negative;
that is, Tow Intercepts tend to correspond with steep Siopes. However, it
is possible that individuals who obtained low Intercepts simply had more
"room" to increase their reaction times within the 7-second time 1limit,
thus increasing their Slope ccares. Since high Intercept values were
related to slower Granc Mean Reaction Times, as well as less accurate per-
formance, and more "time-outs” cccurred on the nine-digit items, it is
likely that the 7-second time limit produced a ceiling effect.

The high positive correlation between the slope and accuracy suggests
that performing accurately is related to increasing reaction time substan-
tially as the stimuli increase in length. Steeper slopes also correspond

with slower grand mean reaction times. These slower reaction times were
also related to higher accuracy.
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Table 5.9
Intercorrelations Among Percebtual Speed and Accuracy Test Scores

ntercept Slope % Correct
Slope -.278
Percent Correct -.26P .64
Grand Mean® .353 793 .4523
4 p < .00
b p < .003

€ Grand mean reaction time in this section refers to:

Xz-digits + X5-digits + X7-dig1‘ts + X9-digits + Xwords
Grand Mean =

5

ggrrg1g;39n§ With Other Measures. The Perceptual Speed and Accuracy
Test score that relates most highly with scores from the other computer-

administered tests is the Intercept (see Table 5.3). Scores correlating
most highly with the Intercept are the Choice Reaction Time Total and the
Short-Term Memory Grand Mean Reaction Time.

The PS & A Grand Mean Reaction Time also correiates highly with scores
from several of the computerized tests. Among the highest of these corre-
lations are those with Target Identification Mean Reaction Time and the
Short-Term Memory Grand Mean Reaction Time. The PS & A Slope correlated
with accuracy on the Short-Term Memory Test but was not highly correlated
with most of the other computer-administered measurec.

The Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Intercept value correlates reld-
tively highly with all of the cognitive paper-and-pencil measures (see
Table 5.4). 1Its highest correlations were with Maze, which is a spatial
scanning test (r = -.57), Orientation Test 1 (r = -.5,) and Reasoning
Test 1 {r = -.48).

The Slope was most highly correlated with Reasoning Test 2 (r = .27).
Accuracy on the PS & A test was most highly correlated with Reasoning
Test 2 and Orientation Test 1 (r = .31), and Assembiing Objects (r = .30).
Ohject Rotation (r = -.35) and Maze (r = -.33) produced moderate correla-
tions with the PS & A Grand Mean Reaction Time.

Generally speaking, the pattern of correlations for the Perceptual
Speed and Accuracy scores is similar to that seen for the Memory Search
Test. The PS & A Intercept and Grand Mean RT scores show patterns fairly
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similar to those for the same scores on the Memery Test, but PS & A Inter-
cept shows a much stronger relaiionship with the cognitive, paper-and-
pencil test scores than does the memory Intercept. Also, PS & A Slope
generally shows lower correlations with all other measures as does the
memory Slope.

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. Several changes were made to
this test following the Fort Lewis pilot test. A reductiun in the number
of items was considered desirable in order to cut down the testing time,
and the reliability of the test scores (see Table 5.8) indicated that the
test length could be considerably reduced without causing the reliabilities
to fall below acceptable levels. Item deletion was accomplished in two
ways. First, all the seven-digit items were deleted (16 items). Examina-
tion of Figure 5.7 shows that such deletions should have 1ittle effect on
the test scores, since the reialionship between number of digits and reac-
tion time is linear, and the items containing two, five, and nine digits
should provide sufficient data peints. Second, 16 more items were deleted
by deleting four items from each of the remaining three digit categories
(two,. five, and nine) and from the "word" items. The following factors
were considered in selecting items for deletion:

¢ Item intercorrelations within stimulus tvpe and digit size
were examined. In many cases, one item did not correlate
highly with the others. Items that produced the lowest inter-
correlations were deleted. Use of this criterion resulted in
13 item deletions.

e When item intercorrelations did not differ substantially,
accuracy rates and variances were reviewed but did not indi-
cate any clear candidates for deletion.

o When all the above were approximately equal, the decision to
retain an item was based on its correct response (i.e., "same"
or "different"). If retaining the item would have caused an
imbalance between the responses, it was deleted. This was, in
effect, a random selection.

Deletion of the 32 items left a 48 item test.

Several other changes were made, either to correct perceived short-
comings or to otherwise improve the test. The symbolic nine-digit items
were modified to make them more difficult. As previously noted, these
items had originally been developed in such a way that the symbols were in
"chunks," thus making the items, in effect, much shorter than the intended
nine digits; these groups were broken up. Five items were changed so that
the correct response was "different" rather than "same" in order to balance
type of correct response within aigit level. Finally, the time allowed tc
make a response to an item was increased from 7 seconds to 9 seconds in
order to give subjects sufficient time to respond, especially for the more
difficult items.

The revised test, then, contained 48 items; 36 were divided into

12 Type (alpha, numeric, symbolic, mixed) by Number of Digits (two, five,
nine) cells, and 12 were word items.

5-31



- FIEE, SR W W W Uy — e ——

We also changed the presentation of the items so that they disappeared
from the display screen as soon as the subject released the “home® button.
This was intended to correct the problem of confounding decision time with
movement time that was discussed above.

Target Identification Test

The Target Identification Test is a measure of
perceptual speed and accuracy. The objects perceived are meaningful fig-
ures, however, rather than a series of numbers, letters, or symbols as in
the the preceding test.

In this test, each item shows a target cbject near the top of the
screen and three labeled stimuli in a row near the bottom of the scraen.
Examples are shown in Figure 5.9. The subject is to identify which of the
three stimuli represents the same object as the target and to press as
quickly as possible the button (blue, yellow, or white) that corresponds to
that object. A flow chart indicating the series of events in this test is
presented in Figure 5.10.

Five parameters were varied in depicting objects for the test. The
first was type of object. The objects shown on the screen are based on
military vehicles and aircraft as shown on the standard set of flashcards
used to train soldiers to recognize equipment presently being used by
various nations. We sorted these.cards into four basic types: tanks and
other tracked vehicles, fixed-wing aircraft, helicopters, arnd "wheeled"
vehicles. Then we prepared computerized drawings of representative objects
in each type. These drawings were not intended to be completely accurate
renditions but rather to depict the figures in a less compiex drawing while
retaining the basic distinguishing features. Twenty-two drawings of ob-
Jects were prepared.

.The second parameter was the position of the correct response--that
is, on the left, middle, or right side of the screen. The third parameter
was. the orientation of the target object--whether it is "facing” in the
same direction as the stimuli (the objects to be matched with the target)
or in the opposite direction. This reduces to the target object "facing”
left (one’s left as one looks at the screen) or “facing” right.

The fourth parameter was the angle of rotation (from horizontal) of
the target object. Seven different angular rotations weve used for the
Fort Lewis administration of this test: 209, 259, 309, 359, 40°, and
459, Example 1 in Figure 5. 9 shows a rotated target object and Example 2
shows an unrotated object (0°).

The fifth parameter was the size of the target object. Ten different
levels of size reduction were used in the Fort Lewis administration: 40%,
50%, 55%, 60%, 65%, 75%, 80%, 85%, 90%, and 100%. Forty percent reduction
means that the target object was 40 percent of the size of the stimulus
objects at the bottom of the screen.

We had no intention of creating a test that had items tapping each
cell of a crossed design for these five parameters. Instead, we viewed
this tryout of the test as an opportunity to explore a number of different
factors that could conceivably affect test performance. A total of 44
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EXAMPLE 1. e llY

BLUE YELLON MITE

EXAMPLE 2.

BLUE YELLOK RHITE

Figure 5.9. Graphic displays of example items from the computer-
administered Target Identification Test.
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items were included on the test.

Jest Characteristics. Table £.10 shows data from the Fort Lewis pilot
test of the Target Identification Test. With reference to the first part
of the table, we see that the average time to read the instructions was
about 2 minutes, with a range of 1.1 to 2.2 minutes. The time required to
take the actual test averaged 3.6 minutes, and ranged from 3 to 5.5.

Hence, the total test time (instruction plus actual test) ranged from 4.1
to 12.8 minutes and averaged 5.6,

The subject has 9.99 seconds to make a response on this testi. Very
few time-outs occurred, much less than one per person on the average, and
with a maximum of two. The number of invalid responses was fairly high for
this test, 3.2 on the average.

les. The primary dependent variables or scores for
this test were Trtal Reaction Time (includes both decision and movement
times) for correct responses, and the percent of responses that were cor-
rect. Total Reaction Time was used rather than decision time because it
seems to be more eco]ogica11y valid (i.e., the Army is interested in how
-quickly a soldier can perceive, decide, and take some action and not just
“in the decision time). Also, various analyses of variance, discussed
below, showed similar resuits for the two measures

The second part of Table 5.10 shows data from the two dependent mea-
sures of concern: Total Reaction Time and Percent Correct. The test was
conceived as a speeded test, in the sense that each item could be answered
correctly if the subject tcok sufficient time to study the items and,
therefore, the reaction time measure was intended to show the most vari-
ance. The data show that these intentions were achieved, since the mean
Percent Correct was 92.6 with a standard deviation of 8.3, while the Reac-
tion Time mean was 218 hundredths of a secend with a standard deviation of
68.8. The reliability estimates show that the Reaction Time measure was
highly reliable (.97), and it was about 20 points higher than the relia-
bility for Percent Correct.

We performed a number of analyses of variance in order to investigate
the effects of the five parameters described above on the most important
dependent variable, Mean Total Reaction Time. Because of the number of
parameters and levels within each parameter, a completely crossed design
was not feasible. Instead, we carried out several one-way and two-way
ANOVAs. Basically, the analyses showed that all the parameters had signif-
icant effects (well beyond the .01 level)} on the mean reaction time score,
but that many parameters included too many levels in the sense that there
was little difference between scores for adjacent levels of a parameter.
The results of these analyses were used to gquide the revision of this test,
described below.

Correlations With Other Measures. Correlations between Mean Reaction
Time and Percent Correct on the Target Identification Test and scores on

other Pilot Trial Battery tests were computed. Correlations of Mean Reac-
tion Time with other computer tests ranged from .06 to .58 (see Tabie 5.3).
The strongest relationships were with Perceptual Speed and Accuracy and
Short-Term Memory, while the weakest were with several Simple and Choice
Reaction Time measures. Percent correct correlated most highly with Short-
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Table 5.1¢

Pjlot Test Results from Fort Lewis: Target Identification Test (N = 112)
Descriptive Characteristics Mean S0 | Range

Time to Read Instructions {minutes) 2.01 1.04 1.10 - 9.21

Time to Complete Test (minutes) 3.61 0.45 2.96 - 5.46

Total Test Time (minutes) 5.62 1.23 4.12 - 12.81

Time Outs (per person) .06 .28 0- 2

Invalid Responses {per person) 3.20 3.62 0 - 29

Dependent Measures | Mean S0 Range Ry
Total Reaction TimeP 218.51 68.75 113.10 - 492.95 .97
Percent Correct 92.80 8.30 34.1 - 100 .78

2 Reliability estimates computed using odd-even procedure with Spearman-
Brown correction.

b In hundredths of a second.

Term Memory (r = .51 with Percent Correct) and Perceptual Speed and Accu-
racy Slope (r = .27). The lowest relationships were with the reaction time
measures and two measures on the Short-Term Memory Test (r = .07 with Siope
and .05 with Grand Mean).

For Mean Reaction Time, correlations ranged from -.30 to -.50 with
paper-and-pencil tests (see Table 5.4). The strongest relationships were
with the Maze Test and Orientation Test 1; the weakest were with Assembling
Objects and Path.

Percent Correct correlations with paper-and-pencil tests ranged
from .11 to .29, the lowest being with Orientation Tests 1 and 3, and the
highest with Assembing Objects and Maze.

; f ort Kn i . Two parameters of the test
were left unchanged: position of the correct response or object that
"matched" the target (left, middie, or right position) and direction in
which the target object faced (in the same or opposite direction of the
objects to be compared). Analyses of the Fort Lewis data indicated that
opposite-facing targets appeared to be a bit more difficult (i.e., had
higher mean reaction times), and data on object position showed that those
in the middle were slightly "easier" (faster reaction time). We thought it
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best, however, to balance the items with respect to these two parameters in
order to control the response style.

The other three parameters were changed. The objects to be matched
with the target were made to be all from one type (helicopters or aircraft
or tanks, etc.) or froem two types, rather than from one, two, or three.
This was done because analyses showed the "three-type" items to be ex-
tremely easy. Rotation angles were reduced from seven levels to Just two,
0° and 459, since analyses showed that angular rotations near 0° had very
little effect on reaction time.

Finally, the size parameter was radically changed. The target object
was either 50 percent of the stimulus objects, or was made to "move." The
"moving"” items were made to initially appear on the screen as a small dot,
1nd1st1guishab1e, and to then quickly and successively disappear and reap-
pear, sliightly enlarged in size and slightly to the left or right (de-
pending on the side of the screen on which the target initially appeared)
of the prior appearance. Thus, the subject had to observe the moving and
- growing target until certain of matching it to one of the stimulus objects.
These "moving" items were thought to represent greater ecological or con-
tent validity, but still to be a part of the perception construct.

The revised test consisted of 48 items, distributed one each in the 48
cells depicted in Figure 5.11.
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PSYCHOMOTOR PRECISION

This construct is the ability to make muscular movements necessary to
adjust or position a machine control mechanism. This ability applies to
both anticipatory movements (i.e., where the subject must respond to a
stimulus condition which is continuously changing in an unpredictable
manner) and controlled movements (i.e., where the subject must respond to a
stimulus condition which is changing in a predictable fashion, or making
only a relatively few discrete, unpredictable changes). Psychomotor preci-
sion thus encompasses two of the ability constructs identified by Fleishman
and his associates, control precision and rate control (Fleishman, 1967).

Performance on tracking tasks is very likely related to psychomotor
precision. Since tracking tasks are an important part of many Army MOS,
development of psychomotor precision tests was given a high priority. The
Fort Lewis computer-administered battery 1nc1uded two measures for pilot
testing this ability.

Jarget Tracking Test 1

The Target Tracking Test 1 was designed to measure subjects’ ability
to make fine, highly controlled movements to adjust a machine control mech-
anism in response to a stimuius whose speed and direction of movement are
perfectly predictable. Fleishman labeled this ability control precision.

Ouring World War II, Army Air Force researchers working in the Avia-
tion Psychology Program used several control precision tests in an attempt
to predict performance for several aircrew jobs (Melton, 1947). The test
which proved to be the most valid predictor was the Rotary Pursuit Test.
In this test the subject is presented with a round metal target which
reveives near the edge of a phonograph-like disk. The subject is given a
metal stylus and told to maintain contact with the target as it rotates.
The Rotary Pursuit Test served as a model for Target Tracking Test 1.

Jest Description. For each trial of this pursuit tracking test,
subjects are shown a path consisting entirely of vertical and horizontal
1ine segments. At the beginning of the path is a target box, and centered
in the box Is a crosshair. As the trial begins, the target starts to move
along the path at a constant rate of speed. The subject’s task is to keep
the crosshairs centered within the target at all times. The subject uses a
Joy stick, controlled with one hand, to control movement of the crosshairs.
Figure 5.12 presents a schematic representation of this task.

Several item parameters were varied from trial to trial. These in-
clude the speed of the crosshairs, the maximum speed of the target, the
difference between crosshairs and target speeds, the total length of the
path, the number of line segments comprising the path, and the average
amount of time the target spends traveling aleng each segment. Obviously,
these parameters are not all independent; for example, crosshairs speed and
maximum target speed determine the difference between crosshairs and target
speeds.
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Figure 5.12. Target Tracking Test 1

For the Fort Lewis battery, subjects were given 18 test trials. Three
of the 18 paths were duplicates (the paths for trials 15-17 were identical
to the paths for trials 1, 2, and 7). Except for these duplicates, the
test was constructed so that the trials at the beginning of the test were
easier than trials at the end of the test. In other words, target and
crosshairs speeds were slower during the first several trials than during
Lthe final trials, the paths were shorter, the paths included fewer line
segments, and so forth.

Dependent Measures. Two classes of dependent measures were investi-
gated for this test: (1) tracking accuracy, and (2) improvement in track-
ing performance, based on the three duplicate paths included in the test.

Two tracking accuracy measures were fnvestigated, time on target and
distance from the center of the crosshairs to the cent:r of the target.
Kelley (1969) demonstrated that distance is a more reliable measure of
tracking performance xhan time on target. Therefore, the test program
computes the distance” from the crosshairs to the center of the target

4 The COMPAQ video screen is divided into 200 pixels vertically and 640
pixels horizontally, with each vertical pixel equivalent to three hori-
zontal pixels. A1l distance measures were computed in horizontal pixel
units.
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several times each seccnd, and then averages these distances to derive an
overall accuracy score for that trial. Subsequently, when the distribution
of subjects’ scores on each trial was examined, it was found that the
distribution was highly positively skewed. Consequently, the trial score
was transformed by taking the square root of the average distance. As a
result, the distribution of subjects’ scores on each trial was more nearly
normal. These trial sceres were then averaged to determine an overall
tracking accuracy score for each subject.

Prior to the Fort Lewis pilot test, it was expected that subjects’
tracking proficiency would improve considerably over the course of the
tast. That was one of the reasons that initial test trials were designed
to be easier than the later test trials. However, analyses of the Fort
Lewis data revealed that subjects’ performance on trials 1, 2, and 7 actu-
ally differed Tittle from their performance on the duplicate trials 15-17.
Therefore, it was decided that no further measure of impreovement in
tracking performance would be computed.

Jest Characteristics. Table 5.11 presents data for Target Tracking
Test 1 based on the Fort Lewis pilot test. The 18 trials of the test
required 9 minutes to complete. Since all subjects received the same set
of paths, there was viitually ne variability. Instruction time mean was
1.2 minutes. The range of total test time was from 9.4 to 12.2 minutes,
with a mean of 10.3 minutes.

Mzan and standard deviation for overall accuracy score were 1.44 and .45,
respectively. As a result of the square root transformation, the distribu-
tien of accuracy scores was only slightly positively skewed. The internal
consistency reliability of the accuracy score, computed by comparing the
mean accuracy scores for odd and even trials, was .97.

Table 5.11
Pilot Test Resuylts From Fort Lewis: Target Tracking Test 1 (N = 112)

Descriptive Characteristics Mean S0 Range

Time to Read Instructions (minutes) 1.20 .43 .33 - 3.09

Time to Complete Test (minutes) 9.07 .02 9.05 - 9.12

Total Test Time (minutes) 10.27 .43 9.42 - 12.17
Dependent Measure Mean S0 Range Lyx?
Distance? 1.44 .45 .95 - 3.40 .97

4 gpearman-Brown corrected split-half reliability for odd-even trials.

b Square root of the average within-trial distance (horizontal
pixels} from the center of the target to the center of the cross-
hairs, averaged across all 18 trials (or items) on the test.
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Four one-way analyses of variance were executed to determine the ef-
fects on tracking accuracy of average segment length, average time required
for the target to travel a segment, maximum crosshairs speed, and differ-
ence between maximum crosshairs speed and target speed. A1l four item
parameters were significantly related to accuracy score, with crosshairs
speed accounting for the most variance, and difference between target and
crosshairs speed accounting for the least variance. It should be noted
that all four parameters were highly intercorrelated (the six intercorrela-
tions ranged from .37 to .87, with a median intercorrelation of .52), and
al1 four were also correiated with trial number (i.e., trials were designed
to become more difficult as the test progressed). As a result, it is
difficult to interpret the results of these ANOVAs.

t . Table 5.3 shows the correlations
between the Target Tracking Test 1 and other computer-administered mea-
sures. The test was highly correlated with Target Tracking Test 2 (r
~ ,76). Because that test was intended to be a measure of a different con-
struct, multilimb coordination, this correlation is troubling. In part, it
reflects the great similarity of these two tests; both used the same set of
18 tracking paths, presented in the same order. The only difference was in
the type of control adjustments required; for Target Tracking Test 1 sub-
Jects used a joy stick operated with their preferred hand to make all
centrol adjustments, and for Target Tracking Test 2 subjects used both
hands to manipulate horizontal and vertical sliding resistors. It is
probable that the large correlation is due mainly to the high degree of
task similarity.

Target Tracking Test 1 was also significantly correlated with tracking
performance on the other psychomotor test, the Target Shoot Test (r = .32
for Distance from the center of the crosshairs to the center of the target
at the time of firing, r = .43 with percent of hits). The significant
intercorrelations among the psychomotor tests refiect a general psychomotor
ability factor. (This factor also emerged in a factor analysis of the
computer tests, discussed below.)

Correlations with Target Tracking Test 1 also exceeded .30 for four
other computer-dependent measures--Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Intercept
(r = .36), Target Identification Mean Reaction Time (r = .46), and Total
Reaction Time for the Simple and Choice reaction time tests (r = .31
and .39, respectively). These measures all reflect the speed of rather
basic cognitive processes (e.g., detection, comparison).

Target Tracking Test 1 also correlated significantly with all the
cognitive paper-and-pencil tests in the pilot trial battery (Table 5.4).
These correlations ranged from .27 with the Assembling Objects Test to .52
with the Maze Test. As noted previously, most of these paper-and-pencil
tests were designed to measure some aspect of spatial ability. 1In the
literature review for the psychomotor ability domain, it was shown that
control precision correlated more highly with spatial ability than with any
other.cognitive ability. Thus, the significant correlations between Target
Tracking Test 1 and the paper-and-pencil tests do not represent a surprise.

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. Several changes were made in
the paths comprising this test for the Fort Knox field test. First, all
paths were modified so that each would run for the same amount of time

5-42

URAATU A AR WA ANAA VAR AARS A R0 s 2 0A 20 1 NP O AR Y a W P APy VP AP AP RIS @I P 7 P "y [



(approximately .36 minute). The primary reason for this change was that
the program computes distance between the crosshairs and target a set
number of times each second. If ali paths run the same amount of time,
then the accuracy measure for all trials will be based on the same number
of distance assessments.

Second, three item parameters were identified to direct the format of
test trials: maximum crosshairs speed, difference between maximum cross-
hairs speed and target speed, and number of path segments. Given these
parameters and the constraint that all trials run a fixed amount of time,
the values of all other item parameters (e.g., target speed, total length
of the path) can be determined. Three levels were identified for each of
the three parameters. These were completely crossed to create a 27-item
test, and items were then randomly ordered. These procedures for item
development should alleviate pilot testing problems in interpreting test
results in 1ight of correlated item parameters.

Third, in spite of these changes, which added 50 percent more trials
to the test, testing time was actually reduced slightly (25 seconds Tess,
it was estimated) because of the standardization of the trial time.

Target Shoot Test

The Target Shoot Test was modeled after several compensatory and
pursuit tracking tests used by the AAF in the Aviation Psychology Program
(e.g., the Rate Control Test). The distinguishing feature of these tests
is that the target stimulus moves in a continuously changing and unpredict-
able speed and direction. Thus, the subject must attempt to anticipate
these changes and respond accordingly.

Jest Description. For the Target Shoot Test, a target box and cross-
hairs appear in different locations on the computer screen. The target
moves about the screen in an unpredictable manner, frequently changing
speed and direction. The subject controls movement of the crosshairs via a
Joy stick. The subject’s task is to move the crosshairs into the center of
the target. When this has been accomplished, the subject must press a
button on the response pedestal to "fire" at the target. The subject’s
score on a trial is the distance from the center of the crosshairs to the
center of the target at the time the subject fires. The test consists of
40‘§rials. A schematic depiction of these trials is presented in Figure
50‘ .

Several item parameters were varied from trial to trial. These para-
meters included the maximum speed of the crosshairs, the average speed of
the target, the difference between crosshairs and target speeds, the number
of changes in target speed (if any), the number of line segments comprising
the path of each target, and the average amount of time required for the
target to travel each segment. These parameters are not all independent,
of course. Moreover, the nature of the test creates a problem in charac-
terizing some trials; a trial terminates as soon as the subject fires at
the target, so one subject may see only a fraction of the line segments,
target speeds, etc., that another subject sees.

Dependent Variables. Three dependent measures were obtained for each
trial. Two were measures of firing accuracy: (1) the distance from the
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Figure 5.13. Target Shoot Test.
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center of the crosshairs to the center of the target at the time of firing,
and (2) whether the subject "hit" or "missed" the target. The two were
very highly correlated. However, the former provides quite a bit more
information about firing accuracy than the latter, so Distance was retained
as the accuracy measure. Distances were averaged across trials to obtain
an overall accuracy score. In some trials, the subject failed to fire at
the target se no distance score was obtained; those trials were not in-
cluded in the overall test accuracy score.

The third dependent measure was a speed measure, representing the time
from trial onset until the subject fired at the target. Again, trials were
omitted if the subject failed to fire a shot. This Tast measure was not
used in any subsequent analyses, primarily because we had no clear idea
about how to view its relationship to the construct being measured on this
test, or to constructs measured on other tests.

Jest Characteristics. Table 5.12 presents data based on the
Fort Lewis pilot test. The total time for this test averaged close to 4
minutes, with about 1.6 minutes for instructions and 2.2 minutes for the
test itself. In two or three trials, on the average, a subject failed to
fire at the target. '

Split-half reliability across odd-even trials was .93 for Mean Dis-
tance and .78 for Percent Hits. The average Percent of Hits was 58, with
a2 range from 0 to 83. These results show that the Distance score is
highly reliable and has adequate variance, and the Percent of Hits score is
acceptably reliable and also has adequate variance. Also, the 58 percent:
-mean on this score shows that the test was at about the right level of
difficulty.

Analyses of variance were executed to determine the effects of several
item parameters (crosshairs speed, average target speed, and average seg-
ment length) on mean distance. A1l were found to be related to item
difficulty. However, interpretation of these results was made difficult by
the correlations among the parameters and by item order effects (i.e., the
last dozen or so trials presented the most difficult tracking probiems).

Correlations With Other Measures. Correlations with other computer-
administered tests exceeded .30 only for the two tracking tests (Table
5.3). The correlation was actually higher with Tracking Test 2 (r = .47
versus .32 for Tracking Test 1), possibly indicating that performance on
the Target Shoot Test is influenced by multilimb coordination.The Target
Shoot Test Mean Distance was relatively uncorrelated with cognitive paper-
and-pencil test scores (Table 5.4). The highest correlation was -.23, with
the Maze Test. Thus, it was felt that the test was not heavily dependent
upon any spatial-perceptual abilities.

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. Because of its high relia-
bility and its independence from other ability measures, the test was not
modified for Fort Knox field testing.
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Table 5.12 |
Pilot Test Results From Fort Lewis: Taraet Shoot Test (N = 112)

Descriptive Characteristics Mean S0 Range

Time to Read Instructions (minutes) 1.58 .61 .51 - 5.10

Time to Complete Test (minutes) 2.22 .23 1.81 - 3.29

Total Test Time (minutes) 3.80 .68 2.71 - 7.58

No. of Trials Without Firingd 2.77  3.97 0 - 40

Dependent Measures - Mean  SD Range Ly
Distance® 2.83 .52 1.93 - 7.03 .93
Percent of hits® 58 13 0 - 83 .78

4 One subject failed to fire at any targets. Excluding this subject,
mean, SD, and range for number of trials without firing were 2.43,
1.78, and 0-8, respectively; mean, SD, and range for percent of hits
were 59, 12, and 13-83, respectively.

b Spearman-Brown corrected split-half reliability for odd-even trials.
© Square root of the distance (horizontal pixels) from the center of
the target to the center of the crosshairs at the tim: of firing,

averaged across all trials in which the subject fired at the target.
(There were a total of 40 trials or times on che test.)
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MULTILIMS COORDINATION

The multilimb coordination construci reficcts the ability to coor-
dinate the simultaneous movement of two or more limbs This ability is
general to tasks requiring coordination of any two limbs (e.g., two hands,
two feet, one hand and one feot). The ability does nat apoly to tasks in
which trunk movement must be integrated with limb movements. It is most
common in tasks where the body is at rest (e.g., seated or standing) while
two or more limbs are in motion.

In the past, measures of multilimb coordination have shown quite high
validity for predicting job and training performance, especially for pilots
(Melton, 1947).

Target Tracking Test 2

Target Tracking Test 2 is modeled after a test of multilimb coordina-
tion developed by the AAF, the Two-Hand Coordination Test. This test
required subjects to perferm = pursuit tracking task in which horizontal
and vertical movements of the target-follower were countrolled by two han-
dles. Validities of this test for predicting AAF pilot training success
were mostly in the .30s (Melton, 1947).

Test Description. Target Tracking Test 2 is very similar to the Two-
Hand Coordination Test. For each trial of Target Tracking Test 2, subjects
are shown a path consisting entirely of vertical and horizontal lines. At
the beginning of the path is a target box, and centered in the target box
is a crosshairs. As the trial begins, the target starts to move along the
path at a constant rate of speed. The subject manipulates two s1iding ‘
resistors to control movement of the crosshairs; one resistor controls
movement in the horizontal plane, and the other in the vertical plane. The
subject’s task is to keep the crosshairs centered within the target at all
times. Figure 5.14 contains a schematic depiction of the test.

This test and Target Trackirg Test 1 are identical except for the
nature of the required control manipulations. For Target Tracking Test 1
crosshairs movement is controlled via a joy stick, while for Target Track-
ing Test 2 crosshairs movement is controlied via the two sliding resistors.
For the Fort Lewis battery, the same 18 paths were used in both tests, and
the value of the crosshairs and target speed parameters was the same. The
only other difference between the two tests was that subjects were per-
mitted three practice trials for Target Tiacking Test 2.

riable. The same dependent measure or score was used for
this test as for Tracking Test 1 (i.e, the square root of the average
within-trial distance from the center of the crosshairs to the center of
the target, averaged across all trials).

Test Characteristics. The 18 trials of the test (Table 5.13) required

9 minutes to complete. Since all subjects received the same set of paths,
there was virtually no variability. Instruction time mean was 3.6. The
range of total test time was from 11.5 to 15.5 minutes, with a mean of 12.7
minutes.
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Figure 5.14. Target Tracking Test 2.

Table 5.13 .
Pilot Test Results From Fort Lewis: Target Tracking Test 2 (N = 112)

Descriptive Characteristics Mean
Time to read instructions? 3.58
Time to complete test? 9.09
Total test time?d 12.67

endeg Mean
DistanceP 2.02

30
.68

.02
.68

sD

.64

Range

2.39 - 6.38

9.03.- 9.13

11.50 - 15.48
Range Lxx®
0 - 4.01 .97

¢ Spearman-Brown corrected split-half reliability for odd-even trials.

b Square root of the average within-trial distance (horizontal pixels) from
the center of the target to the center of the crosshairs, averaged across

all 18 trials (or items) on the test.
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Mean and standard deviation for overall accuracy score were 2.02
and .64, respectively. As a result of the square rost transformation, the
distribution of accuracy scores was only slightly positively skewed. The
internal consistency reiiability of the accuracy score was .97. These
results indicate that Target Tracking Test 2 is highly reliable as is
Target Tracking Test 1, and that it is more difficult than is Target
Tracking Test 1 (mean Distance score for Target Tracking Test 2 = 2.02
versus 1.44 for Target Vracking Test 1--a difference of about one standard
deviation).

Four one-way analyses of variance were executed to determine the
effects on tracking accuracy of average segment length, average time re-
quired for the target to travel a segment, maximum crosshairs speed, and
difference between maximum crosshairs speed and target speed. A1l four
item parameters were significantly related to accuracy score, with cross-
hairs speed accounting for the most variance and average segment length for
the least. It should be noted again that all four parameters were highly
intercorrelated (the six intercorrelations ranged from .37 to .87, with a
median intercorrelation of .52), and all four were also correlated with
trial number (i.e., items became more difficult as the test progressed).
As a result, interpreting the results of these ANOVAs is difficult.

Correlations With Other Measures. Table 5.3 shows the correlations
between the Target Tracking Test 2 and other computer-administered mea-
sures. The test was highly correlated with Target Tracking Test 1 (r
= ,76). Possible reasons for this correlation were discussed above (see
Target Tracking Test 1).

Given the high correlation with Target Tracking Test 1, it would be
expected that Target Tracking Test 2 would show 2 similar pattern of corre-
lations with other computerized and paper-and-pencil ability measures. As
Tables 5.3 and 5.4 show, this is essentially true. The only major dif-
ference is that Target Tracking Test 2 failed to correlate significantly
with mean Total Response Time from the Simple Reaction Time Test (r = .11
versus r = .31 for Target Tracking Test 1).

Modifications for Fort Knox Field Test. Changes in Target Tracking
Test 2 for the Fort Knox mirrored those made for Target Tracking Test 1.
Test trials were changed completely. Test development was directed by
three item parameters--number of segments, crosshairs speed, and difference
between target and crosshairs speeds. The revised test includes 27 items.
However, the items are no longer the same as those presented for Target
Tracking Test 1, which should reduce the correlation between these tests.
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NUMBER OPERATIONS

This construct invoives the ability to perform, quickly and accu-

rately, simple arithmetic operations suech as addition, subtraction, multi-
plication, and division.

The current ASVAB includes a numerical operations test, containing 50
very simple arithmetic problems with a 3-minute time 1imit. Because of Tow
item difficulty and the speeded nature of the test, correlations with other
ASVAB subtests indicate that Numerical Operations is most strongly related
to Coding --a measure of perceptuai speed and accuracy. The present mili-
tary-wide selection and classification battery, then, measures very basic

number operatiens abilities which appear very similar to perceptual speed
and accuracy abilities.

In the expert judgment process described in Chapter 1, this construct
received a mean estimated validity of .40 with the highest value .44. The
experts judged that this construct is an effective predictor of success in
technical and clerical MOS. The authors, the scientific advisors, and the
ARI scientists also thought that a computerized measure of this construct
might prove superior to the paper-and-pencil format currently used.

The test designed to assess number operations abilities was not com-
pleted prior to the Fort Lewis pilot test, so no data are yet availabie to

evaluate this measure. It has been prepared for administration as part of
the test battery for the Fort Knox field test.

Number Memery Test

. This test was modeled after a number memory test
developed by Dr. Raymond Christal at Air Force Human Resources Laboratory.
The basic difference between the AFHRL test and the Number Memory Test
concerns pacing of the number items. The former uses machine-paced presen-
tation, while the latter involves self-paced item presentation. Both,
however, require subjects to perform simple number operations such as

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division and both involve a
memory task.

In the Number Memory Test, subjects are presented with a single number
on the computer screen. After studying the number, the subject is to push
a butten to receive the next part of the problem. When the subject presses
the button, the first part of the problem disappears and another number
along with an operation term, such as Add 9 or Subtract 6, then appears.
Once the subject has combined the first number with the second, he/she must
press a button to receive the third part of the problem. Again, the second
part of the problem disappears when the subject presses the button. This
procedure continues until a solution to the problem is presented. The
subject must then indicate whether the solution presented is true or false.

An exampie number operation item folilows:
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Item Set 8

<6
-3.
x2
-4
Probe Is 16 the correct answer?
Response T F
White ~ Blue

Figure 5.15 presents a flow chart for this test.

Test items vary with respect to number of parts--four, six, or eight--
contained in the single item. Items also vary according to the delay
between item part presentation or interstimulus delay period. One-half of
the ttems include a brief delay (.5 second) while the other half contain a
lengthier delay (2.5 seconds). The test contained 27 items.

This test is not a "pure" measure of number operations, since it also is
designed to bring short-term memory into play. We decided that this was
the most efficient way to proceed, since a second measure of short-term
memory was thought desirable, at least at this point in the project.

Dependent Measures. Analyses planned for data that will be obtained
from the Fort Knox field test administration include an investigation of
the impact of item length (four, six, or eight) and interstimulus delay (.5
second or 2.5 seconds) on reaction time and percent correct, as well as
comparisons of mean reaction time scores for item parts requiring addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division. These analyses will be used to
1de:t1fy the dependent measures for scoring subject responses in the field
test.
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MOVEMENT JUDGMENT

Mevement judgment is the ability to judge the relative speed and
direction of one or more moving objects in order to determine where those
objects will be at a given point in time and/or when those objects might
intersect. ‘

Movement judgment was not one of the constructs identified and tar-
geted for test development by the Titerature review or expert judgments
described in Chapter 1. However, a suggestion by Llcyd Humphreys, cne of
our scientific advisors, and the job observations we conducted at Forts
Stewart, Ft. Bragg, Ft. Bliss, Ft. 3i11, and Ft. Knox, led us to conclude
that movement judgment was likely to be related to job performance in a
number of combat MOS (e.g., 16S, 11B, 19D). Therefore, we decided to
develop a movement judgment measure to be included in the Fort Knox field
test.

Cannon_Stoot Test

The Cannon Shoot Test measures subjects’ ability to fire at a moving
target in such a way that the shell that is fired hits the target when the
target crosses the cannon’s line of fire.

As part of its Aviation Psychology Prngram, the Army Air Force became
interested in motion, distance, and c¢rientation judgment and instituted
development of a battery of motion picture and photograph tests (Gibson,
1947). One of the AAF measures was called the Estimate of Relative Velo-
cities Test, a paper-and-pencil test. Each trial consisted of four frames.
In each frame, two objects (airplanes) were shown flying along the same
path in the same direction. In each subsequent frame, the trailing plane
edged nearer the lead plane. The subject’s task was to indicate on the
final frame where the planes would intersect. Validities of this test for
greg;cttng pilot training success averaged approximately .18 (Gibson,

947). .

The present test was designed to test the construct that seems to
underiy the Estimate of Relative Velocities Test.

i . At the beginning of each trial, a stationary cannon
appears on the video screen, with the position of this cannon varying from
trial to trial. The cannon is "capable" of firing a shell, which travels
at a constant speed on each trial. Shortly after the cannon appears, a
circular target moves onto the screen. This target moves in a constant
direction at a constant rate of speed throughout the trial, though the
speed and direction vary from trial to trial. The subject's task is to
push a response button to fire the shell in such a way that the shell
intersects the target when the target crosses the cannon's line of fire.
Figure 5.16 shows a flow chart for this test.

Three parameters determine the nature of each test trial. The first
is the angle of the target movement relative to the position of the cannon;
12 different angles were used. The second is the distance from the cannon
to the impact point (i.e., the point at which the target crosses the
cannon’s line of fire); four different distance values were used. Finally,
the third parameter is the distance from the impact point to the fire point
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Figure 5.16. Cannon Shoot Test.
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(1.e., the point at which the subject must fire the shell in order to hit
the center of the target); there were also four values for this distance
parameter. :

If a completely crossed design were used, it would necessitate a
minimum of 192 trials (i.e., 12 x 4 x 4 = 192). Instead, a Latin square
design was employed, so that the version of the test for the Fort Knox
field test includes only 48 trials.

Dependent Measures. Three dependent measures are assessed on each
trial. These include: (1) whether the shell hits or misses the target;
(2) the distance from the shell to the center of the target at the time the
target crosses the impact point; and (3) the distance from the center of
the target to the fire point at the time the shell is fired. The Fort Knox
data will be analyzed to determine which of these three measures is most
reliable. Since the three will be highly intercorrelated, in the end it is
l1ikely that only one of the three will be retained as a dependent measure.

.ics. Prior to the Fort Knox Field Test, only minimal
preliminary data are available for this test since it was not part of the
Fort Lewis pilot test. It appears that the test will take approximately i2
minutes to complete, including instructions. It also appears that all
three item parameters are related to item difficulty. That is, targets are
more difficult to hit if the angle of the target is greater than 90% (i.e.,
the target is moving away from, rather than toward, the cannon), the impact
point is far from the cannon, or the fire point is far from the impact
point. Thus, tar?ets that move rapidly are more difficult to hit than
those that move slowly. However, all of these findings are based on
observations of only a few subjects and are therefore tentative.
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SUMMARY

Table 5.14 shows the means, standard deviations, and split-half reli-
abilities for 24 scores computed from the eight computer-administered tests
which were pilot tested at Fort Lewis. As referrad to throughout this
chapter, Tables 5.3 and 5.4 show the intercorrelations between computer
test scores, and the correlations between computer test scores and cogni-
tive test scores. We make no further comment here since these data have
been thoroughly discussed throughout the chapter.

Investigation of Machine Effects

One concern we had prior to the Fort Lewis pilot test was the extent
to which computer measure scores would be affected by differences between
testing stations. A testing station is ore Compag computer and the asso-
ciated response pedestal; six such testing stations were used at Fort Le-
wis. As we mentioned in Chapter 1, differences across testing apparatus
and unreliability of testing apparatus had been a problem in World War II
psychomotor testing and thereafter. The recent advent of microprocessor
technology was viewed as alleviating such problems, at least to some de- .
gree.

We ran some analyses of variance to provide an initial look at the
extent of this problem with our testing stations. Thirteen one-way ANOVAs
were run with testing stations as levels and computer test scores as the
dependent variables. We ran separate ANOVAs for white males and non-white
males in order to avoid confounding the results with possible subgroup
differences. Also, only five testing stations were used since one station
gig]nog hgve enough subjects assigned to it. These results are shown in

able 5.15.

Of the 26 ANOVAs, only one reached significance at .05 level, about
what would be expected by chance. These results ware heartening. (Note
that the distance measures in Table 5.15 have not been converted to the
?:an s§uare root units; these are the sums of the mean distances across all

ems.

One reason for these results was the use of calibration software.
This software adjusted for the idiosyncratic differences of each response
pedestal, insuring a more standardized test administration across testing
stations.

Pilot Test Results: Commerts

The results of the Fort Lewis pilot test of the computer-administered
measures in the Pilot Trial Battery were extremely useful. The results
showed very high promise for these measures in several ways:

1. The battery proved to be basically self-administering. The
testing stations and battery :zoftware were successful in that
almost every soldier could complete the entire battery with no
assistance from the test monitor.

2. Only one testing station experienced equipment problems during
the week of testing, showing that fairly large-scale testing
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Table 5.14

Means, Standard Deviations, and Split-Half Reljability Coefficients for
24 Computer Measure Scores Based on Fort Lewis Pilot Test Data (N = 112)

Split-Half?
Bellability

Mean
SIMPLE REACTION TIME (10 [tems)
Mean Decision Time (hs)? 29.25  8.10 .92
Maan Total Reaction Time (hs) 5§5.92 13.86 94
Trimmed Standard Deviation (hs) 11.79 16.80 .66
Percant Correct 99 3 -.01
CHOICE REACTION TIME (15 Items)
Mean Decision Time (hs) 36.78 71.715 .94
Mean Total Reacticn Time (hs) 65.98 10.39 .91
Standard Deviation (hs) 8.92 3.75 .10
Percen?. Correct 99 35 -.16
DIFFERENCE IN SIMPLE & CHOICE REACTION TIME
Decision Time (hs) 7.68 8.79 .86
Total Time (hs) - 10.57 11.15 .79
SHORT-TERM MEMGRY (50 Items)
Intercept (hs) 97.53 30.28 .84
Slope (hs) 1.19 6.14 54
Percent Correct 90 10 - .95
G6rand Mean (hs) 119.05 29.8 .88
PERCEPTUAL SPEED & ACCURACY (80 Items)
Intercept (hs) 89.37 36.48 .85
Slope (hs) 33.14 9.78 .89
* Percent Correct 87 8 .81

Grand Mean (hs) 294.22 57.13 .97
TARGET IDENTIFICATION (44 Items) '
Mean Total Time (hs) 218.51 68.7% .97
Percent Correct 93 8 .78
TARGET TRACKING ! (18 Items)
Mean Distance (m/m pixels )€ 1.44 .45 .97
TARGEY TRACKING 2 (18 Items)
Mean Distance (my/m blxels )} 2.01 .64 .97
TARGET SHOOT (40 Ttems)

. Mean Total Distance (my/m pixels ) 2.83 .52 .93
Percent “Hits" 58 13 .78

2 0dd-even item correlation corrected to full test length with the
Spearman-Brown formula.

bps o hundredths of seconds.

< m./m pixels = mean of the square root of the mean distance from target,
computed across all trials.
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4.

with portable computer equipment is feasible.

. The measures showed acceptable pﬁychometric properties, al-

though there was definitely room for improvement in sesveral
cases. The analyses were instructive for making these
changes.

The soldiers l1iked the test battery. Virtually every soldier
expressed a preference for the computer-administered tests
compared to the paper-and-pencil tests. We thought there were
several reasons for this attitude: novelty; the game-like
nature of several tests; and the fact that the battery was, in
large part, self-paced, allowing each soldier to thoroughly
understand the instructions and to work through the battery at
his/her own speed.
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CHAPTER 6
PERCEPTUAL/PSYCHOMOTOR COMPUTER-ADMINISTERED MEASURES: FIELD TEST

Jeffrey J. McHenry, Jody L. Toquam, Rodney L. Rosse,
Norman S. Peterson, and Matthew K. McGue

In this chapter we describe analyses of the field test of the percep-
tual/psychomotor computer-administered measures in the Pilot Trial Battery,
administered at Fort Knox in September 1984. The procedures and sample for
this field test were described in Chapter 2, and the development and pilot
testing of the computer-administered portion of the battery were described
in Chapter 5. We note here that portions of this chapter are drawn from
McHenry and McGue (i985) and Toquam, et al. (1985).

We present descriptions of the tests and discuss scoring issues and
decisions. Descriptive statistics, reliability estimates, and uniqueness
estimates for dependent measures or test scores are shown. The aralyses of
effacts of video-game experience, computer testing station and practice on
test scores are presented. Finally, the covariance of computer-adminis-
tered test scores with each other, with the cognitive paper-and-pencil
measures in the Pilot Trial Battery, and with ASVAB scores are presented.

PERCEPTUAL/PSYCHOMOTOR COMPUTERIZED TESTS ADMINISTERED

A concise descrirtion of each of the computer-administered tests
tacluded in the Pilot Trial Battery, along with a sample jtem or items from
each test, is contained in Figure 6.1. Copies of the full Pilot Trial
Battery administered at Fort Knox are contained in Appendix G. As Figure
€.1 shows, there are ten computer-administered tests in the Pilot Trial
- Battery, and these tests were intended to measure six constructs: Reaction
Time, Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, Memory, Movement Judgment, Precision/
Steaainess, and Multilimb Cocrdination.
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ANALYSIS OF DATA FROM FIELD TEST ADMINISTRATION

Table 6.1 shows means, standard deviations, and reliability estimates
for 19 scores or dependent measures for the 10 computer-administered tests.
Before discussing this table and other aspects of the tield test data
analysis, we make a few remarks about the methods used to score these
tests. In general, the methods employed were similar to those used at Fort
Lewis (described in Chapter 5), but analyses of the Fort Knox field test
data occasionally indicated a change was desirable.

fleld Test Scoring Procedures

The perceptual computer-administered tests (see Table 6.1) generally
yield one or both of two types of scores: accuracy and speed (except for
the Cannon Shoot Test, discussed later)--for example, percent of items
correct (accuracy) and mean reaction time (speed) on Perceptual Speed and
Accuracy. -

In addition, two derived measures can be computed for the perceptual
tests: the slope and the in_ercept obtained when reaction times are re-
gressed against an important defining characteristic of test items (which
we called a "parameter"). For Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, this charac-
teristic was the number of stimuli or characters being compared in an item
(i.e., 2, 5, or 9 characters). In terms of speed of processing, the slope
represents the average increase in reaction time with an increase of one
character in the stimulus set; thus, the Tower the value, the faster the
comparison. The intercept represents all other processes not involved in
comparing stimuli, such as encoding the stimuli and executing the response.
Of course, these two measures can be used only when the test is well enough
understcod to ailow the appropriate construction of items to tap a defining
characteristic or parameter.

Reaction times on all tests were computed only for cerrect responses -
because it seemed to make very littie sense to include incorrect responses.
Subjects could simply respond at random ard receive an excellent reaction
time score if incorrect responses were included. This strateqy means that
{tems on most tests should be constructed so that subjects could answer
every item correctly if given enough time, and that enough time is given.
We did follow this strategy. Consequently, the speed measures (reaction
time) were expected, in general, to have more variance and be more mean-
ingful than the accuracy measures.

Several issues revolved around the choice of the particular way to
measure reaction time. As noted in Chapter 5, total reaction time is made
up of two components, decision time and movement time. Analyses of Fort
Knox field test data indicated that total reaction time and decision time
were very highly correlated and, since movement time is conceptually unin-
teresting, we elected to use total reaction time for all reaction time
tests.

Means or medians across items could be used to compute the total
reaction time scores. These could be trimmed (i.e., highest and Towest
items not included in the calculation) or untrimmed (all items included).
We looked at score distributions, intercorrelations of the various scores,
and reliabhilities of the scores in order to decide which method to use.
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Table 6.1
W&megmim.am_@mg&m
Administered Tests: Fort Knox Field Tests (N = 256)
Retisbfiity
) splie- Hntt’f Test- Rgtest
Denendient Heasuce _Hean S0 (rm) (rn —
PERCEPTUAL
Simple Reaction Time (SRT)
Mean Reaction Time (RT) 56.23 hs®  18.83 hs .90 .37
Choice Reaction Time (CRT)
Mean Resction Time (RT) 67.41 hs 10.20 hs .89 .56
Percepturl Speed and Accuracy (PS & A)
Percent Correct (PC) 8% 8x .43 .59
Mean Reaction Time (RT) 325.67 he d 70.38 hs .95 .85
Stope 42.74 hesch  15.56 hs/ch .88 67 .
lntercept 67,96 he 45.02 hs .74 .55
Target Identification
’ Percent Correct (PC) 90X 10% .84 .19
Mean Resction Time (RT) $28.70 hs 133.96 hs 196 67
Short-Term Memory (STM)
percent Correct (PC) 85% 8% 72 34
Mesn Reactfon Time (RT) 129.68 hs 23.8 hs 94 .78
Slopa 7.22 hs/ch 4.53 hs/ch 52 47
Intercept 108.12 hs 23.18 hs 84 T4
Nurber Mewmcry
Percent Correct (PC) 83% 13% .63 .53
Haen Oparation Time (RT) 230.71 hs 73.92 hs .95 .38
Cannon Shoot
Yime Error (TE) 75.60 hs 20.28 hs .88 N-")
PSYCHOMOTOR
Target Track 1
Mesn Log Distance 3.22 44 97 .68
Target Shoot
Hean Time to Fire (std) (TF) -.01 .48 .91 .48
Hesn Log Distance (std) -.01 W41 .86 .58
Target Track 2
Mean Log Distance 3.9 69 .97 .68

® N varies slightly from test to test.
b N = 120 for test-retest reliabilities, but varies slightly from test to test. Ten *

split-half relisbility; odd-even item correlation with Spesrmen-Brown correction. Y
= test-retest reliability, two week intervsl between sdministrations.

€ hs = hundredths of a second

¢ hs/ch = hundredths of a second per cherecter.
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Generally, there were no striking differences between the methods. We
decided to use untrimmed means for all tests except Simple and Choice
Reaction Times; single extreme scores could affect the mean much mere for
these two tests than for the cthers because they had a much smaller number
of {tems. Means were selected over medians because they had slightly
higher reliabilities.

A final scoring issue concerns missing data. Since a subject may not
get all items correct on a particular test, some informaticn is missing
when the mean total reaction time, slope, and intercept are being computed
for that subject. Therefore, we established a maximum number of missing
items that would be permitted for each test. This limit for all tests,
with the exception of Number Memory, was set at 10 percent. Hence, for
Simple and Choice Reaction Time, subjects could miss uo to two items; for
Short-Term Memory, Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, and Target Identifica-
tion, the limit was set at five items. Because Number Memory requires
subjects to provide several responses for a single item, the possibility of
missing data is higher. To ensure that sufficient numbers of subjects were
available for analysis, we permitted subjects to miss up to seven of the 27
items in this test. :

The Percent Correct and Mean Operation Time scores for the Number
Memory Test require explanation since this test was not administered at
Fort Lewis and, therefore, these scores were not discussed in Chapter 5.
Percent Correct is simply the percentage of items that the subject answered
correctly. Mean Operation Time is the mean of the mean reaction times to
the four arithmetic operations (multiply, divide, add, and subtract). That
is, for each subject, a mean reaction time for processing all the multipli-
cation operations was computed; a separate mean for all the division opera-
tions, and so en for the two other operations. The mean of these four
operation reaction time means was then computed and labeled Mean Operation
Time.

As we noted above, procedures for scoring the Cannon Shoot Test dif-
‘fered from those used to score the other cognitive/perceptual tests. A
reaction time score for this test is inappropriate because the task re-
quires the subject to ascertain the optimal time to fire to ensure a direct
hit on the target. (See description of Cannon Shoot Test, Figure 6.1.)
Therefore, responses on this measure were scored by computing a deviation
score that is composed of the difference between the time the subject fired
and the optimal time to fire. These scores are summed across all items for
each subject and a mean deviation time score is computed.

Scoring of two of the three psychomotor tests, Target Tracking Tests 1
and 2, was relatively straightforward. During each trial, the distance
from the center of the crosshair to the center of the target was computed
approximately 16 times per second, or almost 350 times per trial. These
distances were then averaged by the computer, which outputs only the mean
distance for each trial.

However, the frequency distribution of these mean distance scores
proved to be highly positively skewed, the skewness coefficient for some
trials being in excess of 5 and 6. Therefore, subjects’ mean distance
scores for each trial were transformed, using the natural logarithm trans-
formation. The overall test score for each subject was then the mean of
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the log (mean distance) scores across the 27 trials of each test.

Scoring of the Target Shoot Test was a bit more complicated. Three
overall test scores were generated for each subject: (1) the percentage of
hits; (2) the mean distance from the center of the crosshair to the center
of the target at the time of firing (the distance score); and (3) the mean
time elapsed from the start of the trial until firing (the time-to-fire
score). Percentage of hits was a less desirable measure because it con-
tains relatively little information compared to the distance measure,
Complications arose because subjects received no distance or tim:-to-fire
scores on trials where they failed to fire at the target before the time
1imit for the trial elapsed. This scoring procedure resuited in consider-
able missing data; moreover, the missing data occurred primarily on the
most difficult items of the test, where only the adept subjects were able
to maneuver the crosshair close enough to the target to fire.

Therefore, as a first step in computing overall distance and time-to-
fire scores for the Target Shoot Test, the distance and time-to-fire scores
for each trial were standardized. That is, the mean and standard deviation
of the distance score was computed for each item or trial on the test.
Then, each subject was assigned a standard score on each trial by sub-
tracting the item mean from his/her obtained distance score ard dividing by
the item standard deviation. For each subject, the overall distance and
time score was then computed by averaging these standardized scores across
all trials in which the subject fired at the target.

Mean Scores and Reliability Estimates

The means and standard deviations in Table 6.1 provide information
about the score distributions. Note that the Percent Cerrect scores for
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, Target Identification, and Short-Term Memory
are high, and the standard deviations are not large, as had been expected.
The Reaction Time scores for these tests do have sufficient variance.

The split-half reliabilities range from .52 (Short-Term Memory Slope)
to .96 (for two scores). Besides the Short-Term Memory Slope, only the
Number Memory Percent Correct score is undesirably low (.63). All others
are .74 or higher. These split-half reliabilities are odd-even correla-
tions corrected to full test length, but note that they do not suffer from
. the artifactual inflation that speeded paper-and-pencil measures do. This
Ca is because a]l items d4re attempted by every subject.

The test-retest reliabilities are lower than the split-half reliabili-
ties, as is typically the case. Three are so low as to cast doubt on the
usefulness of the score: Simple Reaction Time Mean Reaction Time (.37),
Target Identification Percent Correct (.19), and Short-Term Memory Percent
Correct (.34). However, the two Percent Correct scores are not viewed as

. the primary score for their tests, and Simple Reaction Time is viewed
largely as a "warm up" test. Although seven of the other scores have test-
retest reliabilities below .60, there appears to be sufficient stability in
these scores to warrant their possibie use as predictors,

DRI 2 L3 (L) AT M T T L Tl i K 0 o ST M e £ H A K LM
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Uniqueness Estimates of Computer-Administered Test Scores

Table 6.2 shows uniqueness estimates for the 19 scores when regressed
against the ASVAB subtests and the other computer-administered scores. The
pattern of results here is similar to that found for the cognitive paper-
and-penc%] tests, except that the computer-administered tests have even
higher U coefficients, and thus show promise for adding to the validity
obtained by the ASVAB. The exceptions are the Number Memory Scores. The
two scores have lower uniqueness for ASVAB than for other computer tests.
Several ASVAB subtests measure arithmetic and mathematical ability (Arith-
metic Reasoning, Number Operations, and Mathematical Knowledge) and the
Number Memory Test requires the pse of the four basic arithmetic opera-
tions, @0 thts finding, in retrospect, is not too surprising.

Later in this chanter we present the results of a factor analysis of
the computer-administered test scores and the ASVAB sub-test scores which
give additional information about the overlap between these two sets of
tests.

Correlations with Video Game-P1axing'Eggeriencg

Table 6.3 shows correlations of the 19 computer-administered test
sccres with the subject’s previous experience playing video games. In the
computer-administered tests, the questions was asked: "In the last couple
years, how much have you played video games on arcade machines, home video
games or home computer:?" Subjects seiected one of the following five
answers: "You have NEVER played video games," "You have tried a few games,
but have generally played less than once a month," "You have piayed several
times a month," "You have played at least once or twice a week," "You have
played video games almost every cay." These answers were given numeric
values from 1 to 5, respectively. The mean score on this question was
2.9?, SD = 1.03 (N = 256) and the test-retest reliability was .7i (N =
113).

Nine of the 19 correlations reached statistical significance at

the .05 level, including three of the four scores from the psychomotor
tests (Target Tracking 1 and 2 Mean Log Distances and Target Shoot Mean Log
Cistance). The Cannon Shoot score also showed a statistically significant
correlation. Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, Target Identification, and
Number Memory test scores showed no significant correlations, «lthough
Short-Term Memory did. The correlations are fairly low in general; the
highest one is .27 with Target Shoot Mean Log Distance.

We interpret these findings as showing a small, but significant,
relationship of video game-playing experience to the rore "game-like" tests
in the battery (i.e., the psychomotor tests), and a smalier, probably not
ineaningful, relationchip with tha cognitive/perceptual kinds of tests (with
the possible exception of Short-Term Memory).

Effects of Differences in "Machine" or_Computer Testing Station

We repeated the investigation which had been done at the pilot test at
Fort Lewis on the effect of machine or computer testing station differences
on computer-administered test scores. There were six computer tesiing
stations in tie fieid test, and approximately 40 male soldiers had bren
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Table 6.2

Unigueness Estimates for the 19 Scores on Computer-Administered Tests in the
pilot Trial Battery Against Other Computer Scores and Against ASVAB

Beilsbility

ASVAS Qther Comouter Vests

2 R” With
split-Nalf Tost-kgtest R™ Wi tg uz° Compute UZC
Sgore Lrgnd {eed ASVAB Scores
Simple Reaction Time
Maan Reaction Time .90 37 .07 .83 35 55
Choice Reaction Time
Mean Reaction Time .89 .56 .09 .80 b &5
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy
Percent Correct .83 .59 N4 .69 42 .1
Mean Reaction Time .96 .65 .06 .90 .40 .56
Stone .88 “67 .09 .79 .29 .59
Intercept .74 55 1 .63 .19 .85
Terget ldentification
Percent Correct .B4 .19 .08 19 .25 1
i Reaction Time .96 .67 .16 .80 - .33
Short-Term Memory .
Parcent Correct .72 .34 .10 .62 .38 34
Kean Reaction Time - .78 .08 .88. .35 .58
sSlope .52 A7 .01 .51 A7 .35
Intercept .84 T R} .73 34 .50
Nursder Memory
Percent Correct .63 .53 .40 .23 .18 .45
Mean Operation Time .95 .88 © .33 .62 .12 .83
Carnon Shoot
Time Ervor .88 .66 .02 .86 .12 .76
Target Track 1 .
Kean Log Distance 97 .68 .23 WTh .69 .28
Target Shoot
Mean Time to Fire N A8 .06 .85 .10 .81
Menn Log Distence .86 .58 1 75 .33 .53
Terget Track 2
Mean Log Distonce 97 7 A7 .80 67 .30

Y In computing the Rz with other computer tes*s, each test score was predicted
Thus, for

using only the test scores from the remaining nine computer tests.

example, STM-Intercept was not used as & predictor in estimating SVM-Meen RT.

R" computations.

Uniqueness estimates (Uz) were computed using the split-half reli

estimate. The uniqueness js equal (o the reliabitity mirus the R

or with the nther computer tests.

criteria.
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The R¢ with the ASVAB and with the other computer-administered tests were cor-
r!cted for shrinkage that would be expected with cross-validation. N = 182 for

gbllity
with the ASVAB

It is a measure ¢f the unique, reliable vars-

ance that each test score might contribute to the prediction of job performunce




Tabla 6.3

Correlations Between Compyter Test Scores and Previous Eperience With
Video Gemes (N = 250)

Computer Test

Yest Score

Correlation

b

Simple Reaction Time
Choice Reaction Time

Perceptuai Speed & Accuracy

Target Identification

Short-Term Memory

Number Memory

Cannon Shoot
Target Tracking 1
Target Shoot

Target Tracking 2

Mean RT

Mean RT

Percent Correct
Mean RT

Slope

Intercept

Percent Correct
Mean RT

Percent Correct
Mean RT

Slope

Intercept

Percent Correct
Mean RT

Time Error
Mean Log Distance

Mean Time to fire
Mean Log Distance

Mear Log Distance

2%
.15*
-.01
.01
-.03
.06

.08
.05

.13%
.08

-.16*

.18*

.08
.00

L18*
.22*

.10
L7

.16*

3 varies slightly by test.

b correlations of .12 or greater are statistically siygnifi-

cant at the .05 level,

two-tailed test of significance.

Signs of correlations have been reflected, where appro-
priate, so that greater video experience shows positive
correlation with better test performance.

6-16

O LTI FCOY O I P g T P SRS A o ) P SO Ol

WA T )n



tested at each station. (We used only males in this analysis to avoid
confounding the results with gender differences, since the 47 females
tested were not evenly bulanced across the six testing stations. Also,
only males with complete sets of computer test scores were used so the
enalyses would have the same sample for each test score.)

We yan a one-way multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) for the 19
computer test scores, with six "machine" levels. As Table 6.4 shows,
machine differences had no effect on test scores. The MANOVA 1ikelihood
ratio was .99 (p value = .50). Table 6.4 also shows the univariate F ratio
and p values for each of the 19 scores. None of them reached statistical
significance at tha .05 level, again indicating that the testing station
had no significant effect on these 19 scores.

These results were especially encouraging because they replicated a
similar set of results from the earlier Fort Lewis pilot test (see Chap-
ter 5). The results showed that the hardware and software used in the
coemputer-administered battery had, indeed, resulted in a standardized
testing situation across the six machines and testing stations. We think
this is due in Targe part to the calibration software used to make the
hardware equivalent across stations, as descrribed in Chapter 1.




Table 6.4

{ne Differences on Compyier Yest Scores®:
%‘ ’.&m_mlq;."'“ E'J:Lf"!!"l‘“']_tgn
Computer Test Score F pb
Simple Reaction Time
Mean Reaction Time 1.59 .16
Choice Reaction Time
Mean Reaction Time .52 .76
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy
Parcent Correct : 1.18 .32
Mean Reaction Time .56 73
Slope .84 .53
Intercept .85 .52
Target Identification
Percent Correct 1.67 .14
Mean Reaction Time .93 .46
Short-Term Memory
Percent Correct .11 .99
Mean Reaction Time .95 .45
Slope . 1.13 .34
Intercept .64 .67
Number Memory
Percent Correct .56 73
Mean Operation Time 1.55 A7
Cannon Shoot
Time Error 2.14 .06
Target Track 1
Mean Log Distance .62 .89
Target Shoot
Mean Time to Fire 1.91 .09
Mean Log Distance 1.01 .41
Target Track 2
Mean Log Distance .86 .51

& MANOVA Tikelihood ratio = .99, p = .50 for these test scores.
b Degrees of freedom {df) = 5,200 for all 19 test scores.
6-18




EFFECTS OF PRACTICE ON SELECTED COMPUTER-ADMINISTERED TEST SCORES

ODuring the Fort Knox field test, data were collected to investigate
» the effects of practice on computer test scores. The experimental design
“ for this work is shown in Figure §.2. In accordance with this design, a
statistically significant Time x Group interaction would indicate that a
practice effect had occurred.

Figure 6.3 shows the make-up of the test items in the computer prac-
tice battery and the order in which they were administered. Practice was
given on five tests: Reaction Time 2 (Choice Reaction Time), Target
Trackin? 1, Cannon Shoot, Target Tracking 2. and Target Shoot. These tests
were seiected because they were thought to be the tests that would show
greatest improvement with practice. Al1 the psychomotor tests were in-
cluded. The soidiers in the practice group received two practice sessions
on 2ach of the five tests and then completed the five tests as they had
been administered to them the first time they completed the battery. Note
that unique items (i.e., items not appearing on the full battery test) were
used for Target Tracking 1, Target Tracking 2, and Cannon Shoot.

o ‘ Table 6.5 shows the results of the ANOVAs for the five tests included
in the practice effacts research. (We initially used separate ANOVAs
rather than a MANGVA, knowing that it could spuriously show significant
effects where a MANOVA would not. However, when only one practice effect
reached statistical significance, it seemed unnecessary to run the more
conservative MANOVA.) These results show only one statistically signifi-
cant practice effect, the Mean Log Distance score on Target Tracking 2.
Three findings for Time were statistically significant, indicating that
scores did change with a second testing, whether or not practice trials
intervened between the two tests. Finally, note that the omega-squared
values show that relatively small amounts of test score variance are ac-
counted for by the Group, Time or Time x Group factors, also demonstrating
the insignificance of practice effects. :

Table 6.6 shows further analyses of the practice experimental data.
Gain scores and test-retest reliability coefficients were computed for the
retest and practice grougs, and tests for significant differences between
the two groups were performed. Note that the difference between the gain
scores for the retest and practice groups reached statistical significance
only for the distance score for Target Tracking 2, reflecting the same
finding in Table 6.5.

These data suggest that the practice intervention was not a particu-
larly strong one. It should be noted, though, that on some tests subjects’
performance actually deteriorated from Time 1 to Time 2. The average gain
score for the two groups across the five dependent measures was only .09
standard deviations. This suggests either that the tasks used in these
tests are resistant to practice effects, or that performance on these tasks
reaches a maximum level of proficiency after only a few trials. Also,
recall that analyses of the PTB cognitive paper-and-pencil tests (see Table
4.3) showed gain scores that were as high as or higher than those found
here. Perhaps gain in scores through retesting or practice is of even less
concern for computerized tests than for paper-and-pencil tests.

]
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Group 1 Ty -e-cwemeececoeonnoonneea > T,  Retest Group
Two Weeks (N = 113)
Group 2 Ty --e-ecs-ieane- > Practice ----- >To
Two Weeks (Five Tests) . (N = 74)
ANOVA
source DE
Group A-1
Subjects (Group) (B-1)A
Time ' c-1
Time x Group (C-1)(A-1)
Time x Subject (Group) (C-1)(B-1)A

Practice Effect = Significant Time X Group Interaction

Figure 6.2 Experimental design of the practice effects investigation.

Test No. of Items Comments

Demographics 5 Same as in the Test Battery

Reaction Time 2 15 Same as in the Test Battery

Target Tracking 2 15 Unique items

Cannon Shoot 24 Unique items

Target Tracking 2 15 Unique items

Target Shoot 20 0dd-numbered items from the Test Battery
Reaction Time 2 i5 Same as in the Test Battery

Target Tracking 1 15 Unique items

Cannon Shoot 24 Unique items

Target Tracking 2 15 Unique items

Target Shoot 20 0dd-numbered items from the Test Battery
Reaction Time 2 15 Same as in the Test Battery

Target Tracking 1 27 Same as in the Test Battery

Cannon Shoot 48 Same as in the Test Battery

Target Tracking 2 27 Same as in the Test Battery

Target Shoot 40 Same as in the Test Battery

Figure 6.3 Items in the Computer Practice Battery used at the
Fort Knox Field Test.




Table 6.5
Effacts of Practice on Selected Computer Test Scores

Dependent Source. of Omega

Yest Measure Yariance df E  Squared
Choice Reaction Time Trimmed Mean Group 1,180 9.71* .032
- Reaction Time Time 1,180 25.70% .035

Time x Group 1,180 .13 --

Target Tracking 1 Mean Loq Distance Group 1,178 .73 -
Time 1,178 9.26* .005
Time x Group 1,178 4.1l --

Target Tracking 2 Mean Log Distance Group 1,178 .47 --
Time 1,178  1.30 --
Time x Group 1,178 7.79* .005

Cannon Shoot Time Error Group 1,171 3.79 .-
Time 1,171 .16 --
Time x Group 1,171 5.72 -

Target Shoot Mean Log Distance Group 1,171 .41 -~
Time 1,171 9.28* .012
Time x Group 1,171 .08 --

*Denotes significance at p<.0l.

Next, Table 6.6 shows that the test-retest stability for all five
dependent measures was greater for the retest group than for the practice
group. (While the difference beiween the stability coefficients for the
two groups was statistically significant for only one of the dependert
measures, tha test was not very powerful; statistical significance required
a difference of approximately .40 between the two stabilities.) Closer
inspection of the data shows that the stability coefficients for the two
groups were very nearly equal for the three "distance" dependent measures.
Thus, 1t appears that th2 rank-ordering of subjects’ performance on psycho-
motor tests is not greatly affected by practice.

Another method for examining practice effects is to look at the corre-
lations between items or parts within a test. This was done for Target
Tracking Tests 1 and 2. Each test was divided into three parts corre-
sponding to test items 1-9, 10-18, and 19-27. A distance score was then
computed for each of the three parts. Table 6.7 shows the intercorrela-
tions among the three part scores for both tests for both Time 1 and
Time 2. (Time 2 data were taken from the retest group only; the practice
group’s data were not included.)

If the ability requirements of the tracking task were changing due to
practice during the course of the test, one would expect to find that the
correlation between items 1-3 and items 19-27 would be lower than either of
the two correlations involving items 10-18. This did not occur. While
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Table 6.7

Intercorrelations Among Items 1-9. Items 10-18, and [tems 19-27 of Target
Iracking Tests 1 and 2

Target Tracking Test 1

Time 2

Time }
Items Items Items Items  Items Items
1-9. 10-18  19-27 -9 10-18 19-27
Items Items
1-9 1-9
items Items
10-18 .87 10-18 .91
Items Items |
19-27 .80 .87 19-27 .92 .92
Target Tracking Test 2
Time ] | Time 2
Items Items Items Items Items items
-9 1018 19-7 19 1018 19-27
tems Items
i-9 1-9
Items Items
10-18 .83 10-18 .86
Items Items
19-27 .85 .89 19-27 .85 .91




there 1s a slight tendency for the correlation between items 10-18 and
items 19-27 to be the highest of the three intercorrelations, the differ-
ence between the highest and lowest correlation within each test averages
only .05. Data in Table 6.1 show that the Spearman-Brown corrected split-
half reliability of both tests is .97, suggesting that all of the items
within each test are measuring the same underlying ability.

In summary, data from the practice experiment indicate that scores
from computerized psychomotor tests appear to be quite stable over a two-
week period. Practice does have some effect on test scores, but it appears
to be relatively small. Certainly it does not seem strong enough to war-
rant serious concern about the usefulness of the tests.

6-24
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COVARIANCE ANALYSES WITH ASVAB SUBTESTS AND COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL TESTS

Table 6.8 contains the intercorrelations for the ASVAB subtests,
paper-and-pencil cognitive measures, and the computer-administered tests,
which include both perceptual and psychomotor measures. Scores on the AFQT
are also included. These correlations are based on the Fort Knox field
test sample but include only those subjects with test scores available on
all variables (N ~ 168).

In examining these relationships, we first looked at the correlations
between tests within the same battery. As was discussed in Chapter 4,
correlations between ASVAB subtest scores range from .02 to .74 (absolute
values), and correlations between the cognitive paper-and-pencil test
scores range from .27 to .67. For the perceptual computer-administered
test scores, correlations range from .00 to .83 (absolute terms). Note
that the highest values appear for correlations between scores computed
from the same test; for example, the correlation between Short-Term Memory
reaction time and intercept is .83, and the correiation between Perceptual
Speed and Accuracy slope and reaction time is .82. Correlations between
the psychometor computer-administered variables range from .15 to .81 (ab-
:?1zte terms). - Note that scores on the two tracking tests correlate the

ghest. .

Perhaps the most important question to consider is the overlap between
the different groups of measures. Do the paper-and-pencil measures and
computer-administered tests correlate highly with the ASVAB and with each
other or are they measuring unique or different abilities? To address this
question, in part, we examined the intercorrelations between the ASVAB,
including AFQT, and other groups of tests. ~

As noted in Chapter 4, for the cognitive paper-and-pencil tests these
correlations range from .01 (Assembling Objects and Number Operations)
to .63 (Orientation 3 and Mechanical Comprehension), with a mean correla-
tion of .33 (see Table 6.9 for a summary of the correlation statistics).
Across all PTB paper-and-pencil tests, ASVAB Mechanical Comprehension ap-
pears to correlate the highest with the new tests; across all ASVAB sub-
tests, PTB Orientation 3 yields the highest correlations.

The correlations between the ASVAB subtests and the computer-adminis-
tered perceptual tests, in absolute terms, range from .00 (Paragraph Com-
prehension with Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Reaction Time and with Short-
Term Memory Intercept, and General Science with Perceptual Speed and Ac-
curacy Slope) to .58 (Arithmetic Reasoning and Number Memory Percent Cor-
rect). The mean of these 165 correlations is .15 (SD = .12). Across all
ASVAB subtests, scores on the Short-Term Memory Reaction Time and Slope
yield the Towest correlations. The highest values appear for Number Memory
Percent Correct and Reaction Time.

The correlations between ASVAB subtests and psychomotor scores range
from .00 (Coding Speed with Target Shoot Time and Target Shoot Distance) to
-.44 (Mechanical Comprehension and Tracking 1). The mean of these 44
correlations (absolute values) is .17 (SD = .12). Note that for the most
nart, these four PTB variables yield the highest correlations with ASVAR
Mechanical Comprehension and Electronics Intormation. The lowest correla-
tions appear for Paragraph Comprehension, Number Operations, and Coding
Speed. 6-25
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The intercorrelations between the PTB cognitive paper-and-pencil tests
and the computerized tests in general range from .00 to .46 (in absolute
terms). The mean of the 40 psychomotor/cognitive paper-and-pencil test
score correlations is .24 (SD = .11). The mean of the 150 perceptual
computer score/cognitive paper-and-pencil test score correlations is .19
(SD = .1). The computerized test variables that correlate consistently
highly with the paper-ard-pencil tests include Target Identification Reac-
tion Time, Number Memory Percent Correct and Reaction Time, Tracking 1, and
Tracking 2.

Intercorrelations between the cognitive/perceptual computer tests and
the psychomotor computer tests range from .00 to .42 (mean = ,15 and SD
= .11). The highest values appear for the correiations between the four
psychomotor measures and Target Identification Pevcent Correct and Short-
Term Memory Slope.

Table 6.9 summarizes the correlational data in Table 6.8 that we
discussed just above. The values in the two tables and the discussion lead
to the conclusion that the various types of measures do not overlap exces-
sively, and, %herefore, do appear to each make separate contributions to
ability measurement.
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FACTOR ANALYSIS OF PTB COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL MEASURES,
PTB PERCEPTUAL-PSYCHOMOTOR COMPUTER-ADMINISTERED TESTS,
AND ASVAB SUBTESTS

In addition to examining intercorrelations, we also examined results
from a ¥actor analysis of scores of the ASVAB, cognitive paper-and-pencil
measures, and computer-administered tests. Two variables, Perceptual Speed
and Accuracy Reaction Time and Short-Term Memory Reaction Time, were
omitted from this analysis because these scores correlated very highly with
their corresponding Slope or Intercept variables; to avoid obtaining com-
munalities greater than one, these two reaction time measures were omitted.

Results from the seven factor solution of a principal components factor
analysis with varimax rotation are displayed in Table 6.10. A1l loadings
of .30 or greater are shown. Our interpretation of these data, by factor,
is as follows.

o Factor 1 includes eight of the ASVAB subtests (General Science,
Arithmetic Reasoning, Word Knowledge, Paragraph Comprehension,
Automotive Shop, Mathematical Knowledge, Mechanical Comprehension,
and Electionics Information), six of the cognitive paper-and-pencil
measures (Assembling Objects, Reasoning 1 and 2, and Orientation 1,
2, and 3) and twc perceptual computer variables (Number Memory
Percent Correct and Reaction Time). Because this factor contains
measures of verbal, numerical, and reasoning ability we have termed
this "g", or a general ability factor.

o Factor 2 includes all of the PTB cognitive paper-and-pencil mea-
sures, Mechanical Comprehension from the ASVAB, and Target Identi-
fication Reaction Time from the computer tests. We called this a
general spatial factor.

o Factor 3 has major loadings on the three psychomotor tests
(Tracking 1, Tracking 2, and Target Shoot Distznce), with sub-
stantially smaller loadings from three cognitive/perceptual com-
puter test variables (Target Identification Reaction Time, Short-
Term Memory Intercept, and Cannon Shcot Time Error), the Path Test,
and Mechanical Comprehension from the ASVAB. Given the high

- Toadings of the psychomotor tests on this factor, we refer to this
as the motor factor.

o Factor 4 includes variables from the cognitive/perceptual computer
tests. These include PSZA Percant Correct, Slope, and Intercept;
Target Identification Percent Correct, and Short-Term Memory Per-
cent Correct. This factor appears to involve accuracy of percen-
tion across several tasks and types of stimuli.

o Factor 5 contains variables from the perceptual computer tests,
including Simple Reaction Time RT, Choice Reactior Time RT, Short-
Term Memory Intercept, PS&A Intercept and Percent Correct, and
Target ID RT. Also loading on this factor is a cognitive paper-and-
pencil test, Orienta’ior 2. This factor is not very clear, but the
highest loadings are un straightforward reaction time measures, so
we interpret this as a speed of reaction factor.
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Table 6.10

Principal Components Factor Analvsis of Scores of the ASVAB Jubtests.

EggnixixgaPangnguntlhuudl_qgsiucs;;.and.;ggni&izgzﬁgtsgnLual_gng_f uchomotor
mouter-Administered Tests

N = 168)

r——

Yarlable Erclor 1 Eactor 2 Factor 3 Faclor 4 Eactor 5 Factor & Factor 7 A2

ASVAS )
GS 15 59
AR 15 : 73
WK 17 . 62
PC 62 4
KO 84 77
cs 62 44
AS 62 L1:]
MK 17 10
MC 63 k][] -39 ' 68
El 72 65

COGNITIVE PAPER-

ANO-PENCIL
Assemd ObJ 35 69 66

. 0b§ Rotation -61 49

Shapes 56 si
Maze 70 67
Path 67 -30 ‘ 6%
Reason | ‘ k}) 58 54
Reason 2 37 47 44
Orlent 1 37 64 58
Orient 2 40 46 -30 52
Crient 3 60 52 67

PERCEPTUAL
COMPUTER
SRT-RT 64 4“
CRT-RT 6l 50
PSBA-PC 67 3 70
"PSEA Slope 88 81
PSSA Inter -65 50 14
Target [D-PC 49 25
Target 1D-RT -4] 37 30 57
STM-PC 39 34 41
STH-Slope 41 25
STH-Int k1. 51 : 47
Cannon Shoot-TE 32 19
No Mem-PC 53 k)] 52
No Mem-RT -37 -46 54

PSYCHOMOTOR
COMPUTZR
Tracking 1 86 82
Tracking 2 n 66
Target Shoot-iF 42 2]
Target Shoot-Dist 64 48
Yarfance .

Explained 5.69 4.70 1.83 .37 1.92 1.87 1.17

NOTE: Uecimals have been omitled from factor loadings.

2 Note that the fellowing variables were not Included In this factor
analysis: AFQT, PSBA, Reactlon Time, and Short-Term Memory Reaction
Time.

h - communal ity (sum of squared factor loadings) for varlables.
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o Factor 6 contains four variables, two from the ASVAB (Number Opera-
tions and Coding Speed) and two from the perceptual computer tests
(Number Memory Percent Correct and Reaction Time). This factor
appears to represent both speed of reaction and arithmetic ability.

o Factar 7 contains three variables from the computer-administered
tests: Short-Term Memory Percent Correct and Slope, and Target
Shoot Time to Fire. This faclor is difficult to interpret, but we
believe it may represent a response style factor. That is, this
factor suggests that those individuals who take a longer time to
fire on the Target Shoot Test also tend to have higher slopes on
the Short-Term Memory Test (lower processing speeds with increased
bits of information) but are more accurate or obtain higher percent
correct values on Short-Term Memory.

Note that several variables--Target Identification Percent Correct,
Short-Term Memory Percent Correct, Cannon Shoot Time Ervor, and Target
Shoot Time to Fire--have fairly low communalit.ies. Thesz may be due to
relatively low score variance or reliability, but it could also be due to
those variables having unique variance, at least when factor analyzed with
this set of tests. We think this latter explanation is highly plausible
for the Cannon Shoot score.

This concludes the discussion of the pilot testing and the Fort Knox
field test of the cognitive paper-and-pencil tests and the computer-

administered tests in the Pilot Trial Battery. We turn now to a discussion
of the non-cognitive measures in Chapters 7 and 8.
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CHAPTER 7
NON-COGNITIVE MEASURES: PILOT TESTING
Leaetta M. Hough, Bruce N. Barge, and John D. Kamp

GENERAL

In this chapter, we describe the development and pilot testing of the
non-cognitive measures prepared for inclusion in the Pilot Trial Battery.
A1l are paper-and-pencil measures. The inventories developed tap con-
structs in the temperament, interest, and life history (biodata) domains.
Field testing of these measures is covered in Chapter 8.

The non-cognitive measures were pilot tested at Fort Campbell and Fort
Lewis in the spring of 1984. In addition to the newly developed measures,
four published, marker measures of temperament were utilized in the pilot
tests. Chapter 2 contains a detailed description of the pilot test proce-
dures and samples and we do not repeat that discussion here. The pilot
test resuits are discussed later in this chapter; we first discuss the
des{red characteristics of these measures.

Desired Characteristics

As described in Chapter 1, the Task 2 research team extensively re-
viewed the literature and the existing tests and constructs available in
the non-cognitive area as well as in the cognitive and psychomotor areas.
The T1iterature review served to identify non-cognitive constructs most
relevant and important for the prediction of success in a variety of Army
MOS (Hough, Kamp, & Barge, 1985).

In the non-cognitive area, there was particular interest in predicting
"adjustment” criteria, such as attrition, job satisfaction, and unfavorable
discharge/disciplinary action, as well as job and training performance.
Attention to adjustment criteria was important in the development of non-
cognitive predictors because these criteria are typically not highly re-
lated to scores on cognitive or perceptual/psychomotor tests. Non-cog-
nitive measures were also seen as valuable for use in classification. The
expert judgment research (see Chapter 1) indicated the importance of in-
cluding measures of several non-cognitive constructs. Foilowing these
explorations, the IPR meeting in March 1984 resulted in the identification
of a set of non-cognitive constructs to be developed for the Pilot Trial
Battery. (See Figure 1.5.)

Development of the non-cognitive measures was guided by several impor-
tant, yet sometimes conflicting. goals. First, it was desired that the
scales have construct validity. Item content of each scale should be heter-
ogeneous enough to cover all important aspects of the targeted construct,
yet homogeneous enough to be interpretable and distirct from other con-
structs. In addition, the scales should be a valid assessment of the
respondent’s standing on the construct, rather than merely a reflection of
social desirability.

Other important considerations during the development of the inven-
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tories included reliability and stability. The scales were to be both
internally consistent and stable over time (test-retest). The measures
should also be stable over situations, so that faking or differing response
sets would not greatly distort the scores obtained. Items and scales
should elicit sufficient variance in responses that the scores could be
used to differentiate respondents. It was important that the item content
be non-objectionable. Finally, it was extremely important that the mea-
sures be able to demonstrate validity in predicting the respondent’s
standing on various job performance and other important criteria.

ABLE and AVOICE

The above set of desired characteristics formed the basis for the
development of the scales to be described in this chapter. Our discussion
of these scales is divided into two areas that correspond to the two
inventories that were employed. The ABLE (Assessment of Background and

. Life Experiences) contains items that assess the important constructs of
the temperament and 1ife history (biodata) domains. The items on the ABLE
are all new .items written by PDRI researchers. Each item was written to
tap one of the constructs identified via the literature review and other
earlier phases of the project (see above and Chapter 1). Many candidate
items were written. These were reviewed by the entire non-cognitive team
and the best appearing items were selected for initial inclusion on the
ABLE. The main criteria for item selection were: the item was clearly
relevant for measuring a targeted construct; it was clearly written, and
content was non-objectionable. The AVOICE {Army Vocaticnal Interest Career
Examination) measures the relevant consiructs of the interest domain., The
AVOICE is a significantly modified version of the VOICE (Vocational In-
terest Career Examination) which had been developed and researched by the
U.S. Air Force (Alley & Matthews, 1982). In general, items were modified
to measure interests that seemed mora appropriate to Arvmy occupations.
Items were also written to tap interests that were not included sn the
VOICE. We describe the constructs, scales, 2nd silot tast results ov the
ABLE first, and thern do the sam2 for the AVOICE.

The constructs chosen for the hattery arv described with examples of
the item content for each construct scale; any raevisions made on the basis
of the pilot tests are discussed. Data obtained during the pilot testing
are reported, including means. standard deviations, reliabilities, scale
intercorrelations, factor analyses results, gender and race differences,
and, when available, correlations with marker tests. Finally, the non-
cognitive measures and the results ohtained with them are summarized.
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TEMPERAMENT/BIODATA CONSTRUCTS

Before discussing constructs that underlie the development of the
ABLE, we need to explain how and why the inventory combines the two domains
of temperament and biodata. Primarily, this action was taken to capitalize
on the complementary strengths and weaknesses of each domain. The differ-
ences that exist between them allow each to contribute unique information
to an assessment, and yet are not so large as to preclude a unified inven-
tory, as described in Chapter 1.

Temperament and biodata differ from each other along the sign/sample
continuum proposed by Wernimont and Campbell (1968). Biodata items are
best viewed as a sample of past behavior that may predict future behavior
in & similar situation. Temperament measures are most often a sign, or an
indicator, of a predisposition to behave in certain ways. Thus, each type
of information is geared toward predicting future behavior, but each does
it from a somewhat different perspective along the sign/sample continuum.

Temperament and biodata may also differ in the emphasis placed on’
conceptual understanding. The study of temperament has, over the years,
attached importance to the measurement of constructs and the understanding
associated with such measurement. Biodata, by contrast, has typically been
employed in situations requiring maximal criterion-related validity but
little resulting understanding.

In short, temperament and biodata both are used to predict an indivi-
dual’s future.behavior, but from different viewpoints and perhaps for
differing reasons. The distinctions Detween items from the two domains are
not sharp, so merging of the two sets is feasible. Yet their respective
strengtgs'complement each other when combined in a unified fashion, as in
the ABLE.

In this section, we discuss the six temperament/biodata constructs as-
sessed by the ABLE, the physical condition constructs and the response
validity scales that were developed. Table 7.1 shows these eight cate-
gories and the 15 scales that fall under them.

Strictly speaking, the physical condition construct does not fit into
the temperament/biodata domain in the same way that the other constructs
do. It is a highly specific construct that does not have the relatively
extensive, prior research history that the other constructs have. It was
included, however, because the construct was seen as important for Army
occupations and because we could not measure physical condition directly as
part of this research project. The ABLE seemed the best instrument for
collecting the physical condition measure, and so it was included as one of
the target constructs.

When used in the initial pilot testing at Fort Campbell, the ABLE
included a total of 291 items. It was shortened to 268 items for the later
Fort Lewis pilot test. (See Chapter 2 for detailed information on the
procedures and samples for these pilot tests.) Most of these items have
three response options that reflect a continuum of the construct in ques-
tion. The response option that reflects the highest level of the construct
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Table 7.1

Iemperament/Biodata Scales (by Construct) Doveluped for Pilot Trial Battery:
of Backaround and Life Experiences

ABLE - Assessment
Construct Scale
Adjustment Emotional Stabiiity
Dependability Nondelinquency
Traditional Values
Conscientiousness
Achievement Work Orientation
~ Self-Esteem
Physical Condition Physical Condition
Leadership (Potency) " Dominance
Energy Level
- Locus of Control Internal Control
Agreeableness/Likeability Cooperativeness
Response Validity Scales Non-Random Response

Unlikely Virtues (Social Desirability)
Poor Impression
Self-Knowledge

(e.g., most dominant) is scored as a 3, while the middle respcnse option is
scored as a 2 and the lowest level response is scored as a 1. The direc-
tion of scoring differs from item to item, so the first response option is
sometimes high on the construct (i.e., scored as a 3) and sometimes low
(scored as a 1), to prevent response bias.

We now discuss each construct in turn and the scales developed to tap
that construct. The description of the number of items on each scale
refers to the Fort Campbell version.

Adjustment

Adjustment is defined as the amount of emotional stability and stress
tolerance that one possesses. The well-adjusted person is generally calm,
displays an even mood, and is not overly distraught by stressful situa-
tions. He or she thinks clearly and maintains composure and rationality in
situations of actual or perceived stress. The poorly adjusted person is
nervous, moody, and easily irritated, tends to worry a lot, and "goes to
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pleces” in times of stress.

The scale included under the Adjustment construct is called Emotional
Stability. It is a 31-item scale that contains items such as:

o Have you ever felt sick to your stomach when you thought about
something you had to do?"

e Do you handle pressure better than most other people?

The scale is designed to assess a person’s characteristic affect and
ability to cope effectively with stress.

Dependabiltity

The Dependability construct refers to a person’s characteristic degree
of conscientiousness. The dependabie person is disciplined, well-
organized, planful, respectful of laws and regulations, honest, trust-
worthy, wholesome, and accepting of authority. Such a person prefers order
and thinks before acting. The less dependable person is unreliable, acts
on the spur of the moment, and is rebellious and contemptuous of laws and
regulations. Three ABLE scales fall under the Dependability construct:
including Nondelinquency, Traditional Values, and Conscientiousness.

Nondelinquency is a 24-item scale that assesses how often a person has
violated rules, laws, or social norms. It includes items such as:

¢ How often have you gotten into fights?

o Before joining the Army, how hard did you think learning to take
orders would be?

e How many times were you suspended or expelled from high school?

Traditional Va1ués, a 19-item scale under the Dependability construct,
contains items such as the following:

e Are you more strict about right and wrong than most people your
age?

o People should have greater respect fcr authority. Do you agree?

These items assess how conventional or strict a person’s value system
is, and how much flexibility he/she has in this value system.

Conscientiousness, the third scale falling under the Dependability
construct, contains 24 items. This scale assesses the respondent’s degree
of dependability, as well as the tendency to be organized and planful.
Items include:

¢ How often do you keep the promises you make?

o How often do you act on the spur of the moment?




Achievement

The Achievement construct is defined as the tendency to strive for
competence in one’s work. The achievement/work-oriented person works hard,
sets high standards, tries to do a good job, endorses the work ethic, and
concentrates on and persists in completion of the task at hand. This
person is also confident, feels success from past undertakings, and expects
to succeed in the future. The less achievement-oriented person has little
ego involvement in his or her work, feels incapable and seif-doubting, does
not expend much effort, and does not feel that hard work is desirable.

Two scales fall under the Achievement construct.

The 31-item scale entitled Work Orientation addresses how long, hard,
and well the respondent typically works and aiso how he/she feels about
work. Among the scale items are these: :

e How often do you give up on a difficult problem?
o How hard were you willing to work for good grades in high school?
e How important is your work to you?

The other scale pertaining to Achievement is'ca11ed Self-Esteem, a 16-
item scale that measures how much a person believes in himself/herself and
h?w successful he/she expects to be in 1ife. Items from this scale in-
clude:

¢ Do you believe you have a lot to offer the Army?
e Has your life so far been pretty mich a failure?
1 Conditi

The optimal way to establish physical condition is, of course, to
administer physical conditicning tests. Since such a program could not be
a part of the Trial Battery, however, it was decided to ask self-report
questions through which soldiers could indicate their perceived physical
fitness levels. As noted earlier, the construct of physical condition was
included in the ABLE because it was the best tool available to collect such
self-report data.

The Physical Condition construct refers to one’s frequency and degree
of participation in sports, exercise, and physical activity. Individuals
high on this dimension actively participate in individual and team sports
and/or exercise vigorously several times per week. Those low on this
dimension have participated enly minimally in athletics, exercise infre-
quently, and prefer the elevator to the stairs.

The scale developed te tap this construct is also cailed Physical
Condition, and includes 14 items. The items assess how vigorously, regu-

larly, and well the respondent engages in physical activity. These items
are included on the scale:

® Prior to joining the Army, how did your physical activity (work and
recreation) compare to most people your age?
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® Before joining the Army, how would you have rated your performance
in physical activities?

Leadership (Potency)

This construct is defined as the degree of impact, influence, and
energy that one displays in relation to other people. The person high on
this characteristic is appropriately forceful and persuasive, is optimistic
and vital, and has the energy to get things done. The person low on this
characteristic is timid about offering opinions or providing direction and
is likely to be lethargic and pessimistic.

Two ABLE scales are associated with the Leadership construct: Domi-
nance and Energy Level. Dominance is a 17-item scale that includes such
items as:

e How confident are you when you tell others what to do?
e How often de people turn to you when decisions have to be made?

The scale assesses the respondent’s tendency to take charge or to
assume a central and public role.

The other Leadership scale, entitled Energy Level, is designed to
measure to what degree one is energetic, alert, and enthusiastic. This
scale includes 27 items, such as these:

o Do you get tired pretty easily?
9 At what speed do you like to work?
¢ Do you enjoy just about everything you do?

Locus of Control

The Locus of Control construct refers to one’s characteristic belief
in the amount of control he/she has or people have over rewards and pun-
ishments. The person with an internal locus of control expects that there
are consequences associated with behavior and that people control what
happens to them by what they do. The person with an external locus of
contro} believes that what happens to people is beyond their personal
controi. ’

The Internal Control scale is the only ABLE scale that taps the Locus
of Control construct. It is a 21-item scale that assesses both internal
and external control, primarily as they pertain to reaching success on the
Job and in life. The following are example items:

¢ Getting a raise or a promotion is usually a matter of luck. Do you
agree?

e Do you believe you can get most of the things you want if you work
hard enough for them?
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Agreeableness/Likeability

The Agreeablieness/Likeability construct is defined as the degree of plea-
santness versus unpleasantness a person exhibits in interpersonal rela-
tions. The agreeable and likeable person is pleasant, tolerant, tactful,
helpful, not defensive, and generally easy to get along with. His/her
participation in a group adds cohesiveness rather than friction. The
relatively disagreeable and unlikeable person is critical, fault-finding,
touchy, defensive, alienated, and generally contrary.

The Cooperativeness scale is the only measure of this construct in the
ABLE, and is composed of 28 items. These items assess how easy it is to
get along with the person making the responses. Items from this scale
include: '

e How often do you lose your temper?
o Would most people describe you as pleasant?

¢ How well do you accept criticism?
Response Validity Scales

The purpose of the validity scales is to provide additional informa-
tion about the way in which respondents have completed the ABLE. The
primary purpose of these scales is to determine the validity of the re-
sponses, that-is, the degree to which the responses are accurate depictions
of the person completing the inventory. Those who are responding in an
inaccurate way can be identified, and appropriate action taken. (For
example, scores on content scales could be adjusted or the subject could be
required to retake the inventory.) For those who appear to be responding
accurately, the responses can be analyzed with greater confidence.

Four validity scales are included on the ABLE: Non-Random Response,
Unlikely Yirtues (Social Desirability), Poor Impression, and Self-
Knowledge. These validity scales are modeled on similar kinds of scales
that are routineiy used in many measures of temperament, for exampie on the
Minnesota Multiphasic Psychological Inventory (Dahlstrom, Welsh, &
Dahlistrom, 1975) and the California Psychological Inventory (Gough, 1975).
Each scale is discussed below.

The Non-Random Response scale is very different in content and scoring
from other scales in the ABLE. The response options for an item do not
form a continuum that indicates more or less random responding. Rather,
there is one right answer which is scored as a 1, while the other two
response options are both wrong and are both scored zero. Also, the con-
tent does not ask about oneself; instead, it asks about information that
any person is virtually certain to know.

Two of the eight items from the Non-Random Response scale are shown
next:

7-8

O O O A T O MO O M M MO 34 o e Sl 0 i O e " £ OO



@ The branch of the military that deals most with airplanes is the:
1. Military Police
2. Coast Guard
3. Air Force

® Groups of soldiers are called:

1. Tribes
2. Troops
3. Weapons

The intent of this scale is to detect those respondents who cannot or
are not raading the gquestions, and are instead randomly filling in the
circles on the answer sheet. Responses from those with a Tow score on this
;cale gay be eliminated from the analyses since their responses appear to

e random.

The second validity scale, entitled Unlikely Virtues, is aimed at
detecting those who respond in a socially desirabie manner (i.e., "fake
good") rather than an honest manner. There are 12 items on this scale, of
which these are a sample:

o Do you sometimes wish you had more money?

e Have you always helped people without even the slightest bit of
hesitation?

Scoring on this scale uses the continuum of raspons2 options as de-
scribed earlier, and those with a high score appear to be responding as
they think a perscn ghould rather than honestly.

Poor Impression is the third of the ABLE validity scales, and reflects
attempts tc simulate psychopathology. Persons who attempt to “fake bad"
receive the most deviant scores on scales such as this, while psychiatric
patients score average or slightly higher than average. 7Tnus, this scale is
designed to detect those respondents who wish to make themselves apnear
emotionally unstable when in fact they are not unstanle.

The Poor Impression scale has 23 items, most of which are also scored
on another substantive ABLE scale. Items from this scale include the
foilowing:

¢ How much resentment do you feel when you don't get your way?

@ Did your high school classmates consider you easy to get along with?

o How often do you keep the promises that you make?

Scoring on the scale is similar to that of the Non-Random Response
scale, in which only one of the respense options is scored as a 1 and the .

other two response options are scored zero. The response option scored 1 is
the option that indicates the least social desirability.
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The final validity scale is the Self-Knowledge scale, which has 13
jtems. This scale is intended to identify people who are more self-aware,
more insightful, and more 1ikely to have accurate perceptions about them-
selves. The responses of persons high on this scale may have more validity
for predicting job criteria. The following are items from the Self-
Knowledge scale:

o Do other people know you better than you know yourself?
e How often do you think about who you are?

A1l three of these scales (Unlikely Virtures, Pcor Impression, and
Self-Knowledge) could be used to identify suspect inventories in order to
either drop the inventory from further analysis or adjust the content
scales to take account of the scores on these scales. It was part of the
research task to collect and analyze data to inform the best way to use
these scales. In particular, the faking/fakability research, reported in
Chapter 8, was intended to fulfill this purpose.
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ABLE REVISIONS BASED ON PILOT TESTING

The non-cognitive inventories were pilot tested at two of the three
pilot test sites: Fort Campbell and Fort Lewis. Data from these pilot
tests are presentad in the following section. First, however, in the
following paragraphs we discuss the changes made in the ABLE on the basis
of the two pilot tests to prepare the ABLE inventory for field testing.
The changes are discussed for the ABLE as a whole rather than by scale,
since the changes made were highly similar across scales.

Ravision of the ABLE tcok place in three steps. The first was edi-
torial revi<ion prior to pilot testing, the second was based on Fort
Campbell results, and the third was based on Fort Lewis findings. The
editorial changes prior to piiot testing were made by PDRI, acting on
suggestions from both ARI and PORI reviews of the instrument.

The first editorial review resulted in the deietion of 17 items and
the revision of 158 items. These actions were made to improve the apparent
quality of the inventory, and largely consisted of minor changes in
wording. Many of the changes resulted in more consistency across items in
format, phrasing, and response options, and made the inventory easier and
faster to take.

When the inventory was initially administered at Fort Campbell on 16
May 1984, the respondents raised very few criticisms or concerns about the
ABLE. Several subjects did note the redundancy of the items on the Phys-
ical Condition scale, and this 14-item scale was shortened to nine items.
One additional item characterized as irrelevant was revised.

Item analyses were based on data from 52 Fort Campbell subjects whs
completed the ABLE. The two statistics that were examined for each ABLE
item were its correlation with the total scale on which it is scored and
the ‘endorsement frequencies for all of its response options.

Items that failed to correlate at least .15 in the appropriate direc-
tion with their respective scales were considered potentially weak. Items,
other than validity scale items, for which one or more of the response
cptions were endorsed by fewer than two subjects (i.e., < 4% of the sample)
were 21so identified. Six items fell into the former category, 63 items
fell into the latter, and an additional 7 fell into both. A1l of them were
examnined for revision or deletion, as appropriate.

In summary, a total of 23 /items were deleted and 173 items revised on
the basis of the editorial review and Fort Campbell findings. Items de-
leted were those that did not "fit weli" either conceptually or statis-
tically, or both, with *“» otheir items in the scale and with the construct
in question. If the (. apprared vo have a "good fit" but was nct clear
or did not & iciyv sufficient varian.... it was revised rathey than deleted.
The ABLE, wnhich had begun at 291 items, was now . revised 268-item inven-
*o~y ready tc be administered at Fort Lewis.

The ABLE inventory was completed by 118 soldiers during the 11-15 June
piiot testing at Fort Lewis. Item response frequency distributions were
examined to detect items with relatively little discriminatory power.

There were only three items where two of the three response choices were
endorsed by less than 10% of the sample (not including validity scale
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items). After examining the content of these three items, it was decided
to leave two of them intact, and delete one. Twenty items were revised
because one of the three response choices was endorsed by less than 10

percent of the sample.

Overaill, the inventory appeared to be functioning welil and only minor
revisions were required prior to field test. On the following pages, the

psychometric data obtained during the two pilot tests are presented.




PILOT TEST DATA FOR THE ABLE

Fort Campbell

We begin the presentation of Fort Campbell pilot test data with the
results of data screening for the ABLE. The responses of four soldiers were
eliminated from analyses-~two because more than 10 percent of the data was
rissing, and two because their Non-Random Response scale scores suggested pos-
sible ;andom responding (scores less than 7, out of 8). The total N remaining
was .52,

Table 7.2 presents means, standard deviations, mean item-total correla-
tions, and Hoyt internal consistency retiabilities for each ABLE scale. The
Poor impression scale is not shown in this table because it was not scored for
this sampla, This scale is made up almost entirely from items appearing on
other scales and. as described earlier, was intended to detect respondents
trying to simulate psychopathology--usually for purposes of avoiding entry
into the military. Since these subjects were volunteers currently on active
duty, the sample size was small, and we had invoked no experimental conditions
designed to elicit a range of scores on this scale. We, therefore, did not
score or analyze this scale on this sample.

The reliabtiities of the ABLE scales are excellent. In Table 7.3, the
scale intercorrelations are shown. It is interesting to note the low correla-
tions between the Uniikely Virtues scai:, which is an indicator of Social
Desirability, and the other scale:s., This finding, although based on a small
sample, suggests that soldiers were not responding only in a socially desir-
able fashion, but instead were responding honestly.

The matrix of 10 ABLE scale intercorrelations (Physical Condition and the
validity scales were not included) was factor analyzed (principal factor anal-
ysis) and rotated to a simple structure (varimax rotation). The four-factor
solution that appearec most meaningful is shown in Table 7.4. We labeled the
four factors Potency, Socialization, Dependability, and Likeability.

The scales loading highest on Factor I, Potency, are Dominance, Energy
Level, and Self-Esteem; the scales loading highest on Factor Il, Socializa-
tion, are Locus of Control, Traditional Values, and Nondelinquency; the scales
1nading highest on Factor 7II, Dependability, are Conscientiousness and Work
Orientation; the scales loading .iighest on Factor IV, Likeability, are
Emotional Stability and Cooperativengss. These results are, however, viewed
as extremely tentative, given the smal) sample size upon which the factor
analysis was based.

In addivion to the ABLE, four well-established measures of temperament
had been administered to 45 Fort Campbell soldiers to serve as marker vari-
ables: the Socialization scale of the California Psychological Inventory,
Rotter's lLocus of Control scale, and the Stress Reaction scale and Social
Potency scale of the Differential Personality Questionnaire. The four scales
(known as the Personal Opinion Inventory, POI) had alsn been used earlier in
this project as part of the Preliminary Battery.

Data screening for this joint administration of the ABLE and the POI
marker variables results in elimiration of three inventories (two on the ABLE
and one on the POl) because more than 10 percent of the data was missing, and
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Table 7.2

%%EL%?MWUML&MJ.M
Mean
No. Item-Total Hoyt
Jtems _Mean SD Correlation Reliability
ABLE Substantive Scale
ADJUSTMENT
Emotional Stability 31 72.06 9.10 .47 .87
DEPENDABILITY
Nondelinquency 24 55.90 6.28 40 .80
Traditional Values 19 43.77 4.81 .39 .73
Conscientiousness 24 58.04 5.83 .41 .80
ACHIEVEMENT
Work Orientation 31 74.46 8.02 .42 .84
Self-Esteem 16 37.35 65.03 .54 .84
LEADERSHIP (POTENCY)
Dominance 17 37.67 5.04 .53 .78
Energy Level 27 61.29 7.19 .48 .85

LOCUS OF CONTROL

Internal Control 21  50.98 6.34 .46 .84
AGREEABLENESS/LIKEABILITY

Cooperativeness 28 65.81 6.99 .39 .82
PHYSICAL CONDITION

Physical Condition 14 43.08 9.66 .66 .92

ABLE Response Validity Scale

Non-Random Response 8 -~ -- -- --
Unlikely Virtues 12 17.98 3.19 .38 .37
Self-Knowledge 13 31.42 3.68 .43 .61
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Table 7.4

Eort Campbell Pilot Test: Varimax Rotated Principal Factor Analvsss of
10 ABLE Scales

factor
7 yf 7 ’

ABLE Scale 1 A

Dominance 289 .12 R B | .00
Energy Level g3 .20 .42 .24
Self-Esteem i) .39 .33 .26
Internal Control .35 .80 .14 .14
Traditional Values .22 .19 .24 .29
Nondelinquency .04 .18 . .36 .22
Conscientiousness .32 .39 <11 .17
Work Qrientation .51 .32 221 .13
Emotional Stability .46 .29 -.05 - 218
Cooperativeness -.07 A .46 218

of five inventories (two on the ABLE and three on the POI) because of low
Non-Random Response scores {less than 7, out of 8, on the ABLE, and more than
3, out of 10, on the POI). Thus, the responses of 38 were used to compute
corralations between ABLE scales and the markers.

Results are shown in Table 7.5. It can be seen that a given ABLE
construct or scale correlates most highly with the appropriate marker
variable, that is, the marker for the construct to be measured. For exam-
ple, the ABLE Dominance scale correlates much higher with DPQ Social
Potency (.67) than with the other threc marker scales which are not related
to the Dominance construct (.24, .18, .22). While these results are based
on a small sample, they do indicate that the ABLE scales appear to be
measuring the constructs they were intended to measure.
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Table 7.5

Fort Campbel] Pilot Test: Correlations Betwsen ABLE Constructs and Scales
1 Quinlon Inventory (POI} Marker Varigbles

and Personal
(N = 38)

POI Scale

Rotter
DPQ Stress DPQ Sociai Locus of CPI

ABLE Constryct Reaction Potency Control Sociatization

Emetional Stability |-.70 .32 .30 .32
Dominance -.24 .67 .18 .22
Internal Control -.32 .26 .67 .60
Nondelinguency -.34 .10 | .32 .62

3 “Marker" correlations are indicated by a box.

Fort Lewis

Soldiers at the Fort Lewis pilot test in June 1984 completed the revised
version of the ABLE along with the AVOICE, the cognitive tests, and the
psychomotor tests that comprised the entire Pilot Triai Battery. The final N
for statistical analyses of the ABLE was' 1063 1 inventory was eliminated
because more than 10 percent of the data was missing, and 11 were eliminated
because Nori-Random Respcnse was less than 7 (out of 8).

The means, standard deviations, mean item-total scale correlations,
and Hoyt reliability estimates appear in Table 7.6 for the entire group
(after screening). (Again, Poor Impression scale scores were not computed
for reasons stated earlier.) As can be seen, the reliabilities of the ABLE
scales are again excellent.

Tables 7.7 and 7.8 show the scale means and standard deviations for
males and females, and blacks and whites, respectively. Note that the Ns
are quite small for females and blacks, but these statistics do not show
any striking differences between subgroups.

In Table 7.9, the scale intercorrelations are presented for all ABLE
scales except the Non-Random Response and Poor Impression validity scales.
It can be seen that in the Fort Lewis data, Unlikely Virtues (Social Desir-
ability) correlates more highly with other scales than in the Fort Campbell
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Table 7.6

fFort Lewis Pilot Test: ABLE Scale Statistics for Total Group
Mean
No. Item-Total Hoyt

Items _N_ _Mean _SD Correlation Reliability

ABLE Substantive Scales
ADJUSTMENT
Emotional Stability 30 106 68.97 8.59 .45 .87
DEPENDABILITY
Nondelinquency 25 106 59.07 6.28 .40 .78
Traditional Values 16 106 37.39 4.25 .41 .67
Conscientiousness 21 106 50.24 5.31 .41 .75
ACHIEVEMENT
Work Orientation 27 106 62.88 7.77 .48 .86
Seif-Esteem 15 106 34.90 4.71 .52 .80

LEADERSHIP (POTENCY)

Dominance 16 106 36.55 6.08 .57 .86

Energy Level 25 106 59.26 7.40 .52 .88
LOCUS OF CONTROL

'Internal Control 21 106 49.90 6.27 .46 .80
AGREEABLENESS/LIKEABILITY

Cocperativeness 25 106 56.41 6.70 .43 .81
PHYSICAL CONDITION

Physical Condition 9 106 31.30 6.96 .73 .87
ABLE Validity Scales

Non-Random Response 8 117 7.55 g1 .43 --

Unlikely Virtues 12 106 16.63 3.45 .48 .71

Self-Knowledge 13 106 29.75 3.96 .46 .7
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Table 7.7

Eort Llewis Pilot Test: ABLE Scale Means and Standard Deviations Separately
for Males and Females '
Males Females
(N = 87) (N = 19)
Mean _SD Mean SO
ABLE Substantive Scales
ADJUSTMENT
Emotional Stability 69.78 8.88 , 65.26 5.82
DEPENDABILITY
Nondelinquency 58.46 6.28 61.84 5.46
Traditional Values 37.13  4.38 38.58 3.30
Conscientiousness 49.95 " 5.49 51.53 4.18
ACHIEVEMENT
Work Orientation 62.17 7.78 66.11 6.89
Self-Esteem 34.72 4.73 35.68 4.53
} LEADERSHIP (POTENCY)
Dominance 36.66 6.10 © 36.05 5.95
Energy Level 59.21 7.65 59.53 6.12

LOCUS OF CONTROL

Internal Control 49.66 6.31 | 51.00 5.93
AGREEABLENESS/LIKEABILITY

Cooperativeness 55.93 6.99 58.58 4.61
PHYSICAL CONDITION

, Physical Condition 31.64 6.20 29.74 9.54
Validi

Non-Random Response? 7.50 .72 7.76 .61

Unlikely Virtues 16.63 3.57 16.63 2.81

Self-Knowledge 29.54 4.00 30.74 3.64

’

45cale means and standard deviations are given here for data which are un-
screened with respect to this scale. Thus, the N for males is 96 and for
females is 21.
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Table 7.8
Eort Lewis Pilot Test: ABLE Scale Means and Standard Deviations Separately

for Blacks and Whites
Blacks Whites
(N = 26) (N = 63)
Mean SD Mean NY0)

ABLE Substantive Scales
ADJUSTMENT

Emotional Stability 66.15 7.65 70.56 8.36

- DEPENDABILITY

Nondelinquency 60.65 6.06 ' 58.86 6.37

Traditional Values 37.50 2.96 37.86 . 4.66

Conscientiousness 50.69 4.45 50.29 5.76
ACHIEVEMENT

Work Orientation 63.50 6.40 62.73 8.63

Self-Esteem - 34.54 4.25 35.29 4.88
LEADERSHI®? (POTENCY)

Dominance 37.77 3.43 36.75 6.80

Energy Level 57.35 5.84 59.83 8.26
LOCUS OF CONTROL

Internal Control 49.69 4.74 50.35 6.8l
AGREEABLENESS/LIKEABILITY

Cooperativeness 57.81 5.42 56.08 7.13
PHYSICAL CONDITION

Physical Condition 31.92 5.94 30.95 7.11
ABLE Validitv Scales

Non-Random Response? 7.40 .80 7.69 .52

Unlikely Virtues 16.15 2.74 16.63 3.68

Self-Knowledge 31.23 3.46 29.43 4.09

4Scale means and standard deviations are given here for data which are un-
screened with respect to this scale. Thus, the N is 30 for Blacks and 65
for Whites.
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data. Table 7.10 presents the scale intercorrelations for the ten ABLE
substantive scales (excluding the validity and Physical Condition scales)
with Social Desirability variance partialed out. As would be expected
given the correlation between Unlikely Virtues and the other ABLE scales,
the values in Table 7.10 are from 3 to 10 points lower than in Table 7.9.
There is no readily apparent explanation for the differences in findings
between the Fort Campbell and Fort Lewis samples except for sampling error,
since both sample sizes are relatively small.

Correlation matrices for the ten ABLE substantive scales from Fort
Lewis were factor analyzed, both with and without the Social Desirability
variance. Principal factor analyses were used, with rotation to simple
structure by varimax rotation. Both factor matrices appear in Table 7.11.
Though neither structure is the same as was obtained when we factor ana-
lyzed the Fort Campbell correlation matrix, the factor solution resulting
when Social Desirability is partialed out is quite similar to the solution
obtained with the Fort Campbell data. The differences are that in the Fort
Lewis solution, Energy Level loads on a factor with Emotional Stability,
whereas in the Fort Campbell solution, Energy Level loads with Dominance
and Self-Esteem. The other difference is that in the five-factor Fort
Lewis solution, Cooperativeness forms a factor by itself, whereas in the
four-factor Fort Campbell solution, Cooperativeness forms a factor with

. Emotional Stability.

The structure of the temperament and biodata domain, as measured by
the ABLE during the pilot tests, could not be specified with certainty due
to the relatively small pilot test sample upon which the correlational and
factor analyses were run. The scales do, however, appear to be measuring
the same content as the corresponding marker variables that were a part of
the Preliminary Battery. The internal consistency reliabilities and score
distributions of the ABLE scales are more than acceptable.

7-22

N T T T T N A Mt P S R R Pt A S ™ o P s S e ot o e TR M gt B o6 T AR ORI e m e o = e



Table 7.10

fort Lewis Pilot Test: ABLE Scale Intercorrelations
With Social Desirability Variance Partialed Qut -

Emotional Stability
Nondelinquency
Traditional Values
Conscientiousness
Work Orientation
Self-Esteem
Dominance

Energy Level
Internal Control
Cooperativeness

NOTE: Decimals have been omitted.
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Table 7.11

Fort Lewis Pilot Test: Varimax Rotated Principal Factor Analyses

of J0 ABLE Scaler
Five-Factor Solution
With Social Desirability Veriance Inciuded
ABLE Scale L il 11 v v
Dominance _.66 .15 .16 .Od 21
Energy Level .45 .19 .32 .22 =29
Sclf-Esteem .80 .13 .22 .30 27
Internal Control .33 252 .15 .44 .29
Traditional Values .18 .78 .29 .22 .10
Nondel inquency .09 .50 _.56 .41 .09
Conscientiousness .40 .34 _.bl .14 .16
Work Orientation .57 .25 03 .15 .24
Emotional Stability .33 11 .02 43 53
Cooperativeness .08 .30 .21 J7 .22
Five-Factor Solution
With Social Desirabiiity Variance Partialed Out
1 Il 111 v -
Dominance =65 .15 .23 -.03 .18
Energy Level .39 .18 _.82 .13 .36
Self-Esteem _412; .12 .32 .24 .19
Internal Control .31 _.52 .34 .40 .14
Traditional Values .17 _.83 .10 .17 .18
Nondelinquency .08 .56 .06 .40 .42
Conscienticusness .40 .37 1 .11 _.56
Work Orientation .57 27 .22 .13 _.62
Emotional Stability .30 .08 _.60_ .35 -.06
Cooperativeness .06 .11 .26 .18 .13
7-24
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INTERESTS CONSTRUCTS

The seminal work of John Holland (1966) has resuited in widespread
acceptance of a six-construct, hexagon.l model of interests. Our principal
problem in developing and testing an interests measure .for Army testing was
not which constructs to measure, but rather how much emphasis should be
devoted to the assessment of each.

As eariier stated, the .terests inventory that had been used in the
Preliminary Battery is called the VOICE (Vocational Interest Career Examin-
ation), which had been developed and researched by the U.S. Air Force.

This inventory served as the starting point for the AVOICE (Army Vocational
Interest Career Examination).

When developing the AVOICE, we sought to ensure that it would measure
well all six of Holland’s constructs, as well as provide sufficient cover-
age of the vocational areas most important in the Army. We wanted the
inventory’s items to parallel the job tasks of soldiers in a variety of
MOS, wnile at the same time assessing a respondent’s broad interests.

Thus, each of the coastructs to be discussed next is adequately measured by

. the AVOICE; however, a greater degree of covarage is devoted tec constructs
Judged most important for Army jobs. Table 7.12 shows the six Holland
1nt$rests constructs assessed by the AVOICE, together with their associated
scales.

In addition to the Holland constructs and associated scales, the
AVOICc alse included six constructs (20 scales) :dealing with organizational
climate and en . -~* 2ref-;uices »2d an expressed interests scaie..
Table 7.13 show: ... ariabies and asscciated measures.

As used in the pilot testing, the AVOICE inciuded 306 items. Nearly
all items were scored on a 5-point scale that rangea rror "Like Very Much"
(scored 5) to "Dislike Very Much" (scoved 1). Items in tne Evpressed
Interests scale were scored on a 3-point scale in which the response c¢p-
tions were different for each item, yet one option always refiected the
most interest, one moderate intercst, and one L leasl interest.

We now discuss, in turn, each construct/category and the scales devel-
oped for it.

Realistic Interests

This construct is defined as a preference for concrete and tangibie
activities, characteristics, and tasks. Persons with realistic interesis
enjoy and are skilled in the manipulation of tools, machines, and animals,
but find social and educational activities and situations aversive. Real-
istic interests are associated with occupations such as mechanic, engincer,
and wildlife conservation officer, and negatively associated with such
occupations as social work and artist.

The Realistic construc’ is by far the most thorcughly assessed of the
six constructs tapped by the AVOIZE, reflecting the preponderance of work
in the Army of a Realistic nature. Fourteen AVOICE scales fall under *nis
construct, in addition to a Basic interest icem.
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Table 7.12
Hoiland Basic Interest Constructs., and Armv Vocational I_L_Lg._e_sl_g_areer
Examination Scales Developed for Pilot Trial Battery: AVQICE -

Army Vocational Interest Career tExamination

Construct
Realistic

Conventional
Social

Investigative

Enterprising

Artistic

Scale

Basic Interest Ttem
Mechanics

Heavy Construction
Electronics
Electronic Communication
Drafting

taw enforcement
Audiographics
Agriculture
Outdoors

Marksman

Infantry
Armor/Cannon
Vehicle Cperator
Adventure

Basic Interest [tem
Office Administration
Supply Administration
food Service

Basic Interest Item
Teaching/Counseling

Basic Interest Item
Medical Services
Mathematics
Science/Chemical
Automated Data Prccessing

Basic Interest Item
Leadership

Basic Interest Itoem
Aesthetics
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Tabie 7.13

Additional AVQLCE Measures: Organizational £limafe/Environment and
Expressed Interests Scales

Construct Scale

Achievement (Org. Climate/Environment) Achievenent
Authority
Abitity Utilization

Safety (Org. Climate/Environment) Organizational Policies and
Procedures
Supervision - Human fesources
Supervision - Technical

Comfort (Org. Climate/Environment) ‘ Activity
Variety
Compensation
Security :
Working Conditions

Status (Org. Ciimate/Envirconment) Advancement
Recognition
Social Status

Altruism (Crg. Climate/Environment) Co-workers
Moral Values
Social Services

Autonomy (Org. Climate/Environment) Responsibility
. Creativity
Independence

Exprassed [nterests Expressaed Interests
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The Basic Interest item, one of which is written for each Holland con-
struct, describes a person with prototypic Realistic interests. The re-
spundert indicates how well this description fits him/her. The remaining
Realistic scales are discussed next.

¢ The Mechanics scale is a 16-item scale that measures interest in
various kinds of mechanical work. Sample items include:

- Replace valves in an engine.
- Adjust a carburetor.

e Heavy Corstruction is a 23-item scale dealing with interest in con-
struction tasks. Example items are:

- Mason.
- Welder.
- Construct a quick shelter in the woods.

o Twenty items are included on the Electronics scale. Items from
this scale include these:

- Repair a television set.
- Design a circuit board.
- Wiring diagrams.

o The Electronic Communication scale concerns interest in transmit-
tiny information electronically. This 7-item scale includes such
items as:

- Operate radio and teletype equipment.
- Telecommunications.

o Drafting is also a Realistic scale with seven items. Among the
Drafting scale items are:

- Artist,
-  Oraftsman. '
- Draw blueprints for a bridge.

® Another Realistic scale is called Law Enforcement and includes both
security and law enforcement components. Three of the scale’s 16
items are: ‘

- Highway patrol officer.
Prison guard.
- Be a witness at a criminal trial.

¢ The Audiographics scale, which has seven items, conceins activities
associated with photography and movies. Items from this scale are:

- Photographer,
- Record the sound for a motion picture.
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e One of the shortest Realistic scales, Agriculture, contains only
five items. Two of the scale’s items are:

- Drive a tractor on a farm.
- Mow lawns, clip hedges, and trim trees.

¢ The Qutdoors scale contains nine items including:

- Work outdoors.
- Go deer hunting.
- Learn survival techniques for living in the wilderness.

% The Marksman scale’s five items include:

- Gunsmith.
- Teach marksmanship.
- Collect rifles and pistols.

o The Infantry scale contains ter activities engaged in by infantry-
men. Among these items are:

- Use rover, concealment, and camouflage.
- Clear a mine field.
- Direct artillery fire.

o Armor/Cannon is an 8-item scale that pertains to operating large
ground-based weapons. The items include:

- Zero in a tank’s main gun.
- Load and unload field artillery cannons.

o The scale entitled Vehicle Qperator includes the following among
its nine items:

- Taxi driver.
- Deliver cargo on time.
- Operate a bulldozer or power shovel.

s Finally, the Adventure scale has eight items that include:

- Explore a wilderness area alone.
- Go skydiving.
- Hunt wild animals in Africa.

Eight ABLE items are also scored on the Adventure scale. Thus, we
could obtain Adventure scores based on AVOICE items only, ABLE items only,
or both. In this section, we will deal only with the eight AVOICE
Adventure items.

Conventional Interests

The construct of Conventional interests refers to one’s degree of
preference for well-ordered, systematic and practical activities and tasks.
Persons with Conventional interests may be characterized as conforming,
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unimaginative, efficient, and caim. Conventional interests are associated
with occupations such as accountant, clerk, and statistician, and nega-
tively associated with occupations such as artist or author.

In addition to the Basic Interest item, three scales fall under the
Conventional interests construct--Office Administration, Supply Administra-

tion, and Food Service. They have, respectively, 16, 13, and 17 items.
Example items frqm these three scales are:

¢ Office Administration -

- Make copies of a letter.
- Keep accurate records.
- Schedule appointments for other peopie.

N 1 ministration -

- Prepare materials, equipment, or supplies for shipment.
- Make out invoices.

- Take inventory for a department store.
o Food Service - |

- Dishwasher.

- Buy food supplies for a restaurant.
- Wash, peel and dice vegetables.

Social interests are defined as the amount of liking one has for
social, helping, and teaching activities and tasks. Persons with social
intere.ts may be characterized as responsible, idealistic, and humanistic.
Social interests are associated with occupations such as social worker,

high school teacher, and speech therapist, and negatively associated with
occupations such as mechanic or cerpenter.

o Besides the Basic Interest item, only one scale is included in the
AVOICE for assessing Social interests, the Teaching/Counseling
scale. This 7-item scale includes items such as:

- Give on-the-job training.
- Qrganize and lead a study group.
- Listen to people’s problems and try to help them.

vestigativ nterests

This construct refers to one’s preference for scholarly, intellectual,
and scientific activities and tasks. Persons with Investigative interests
enjoy analytical, ambiguous, and independent tasks, but dislike leadership
and persuasive activities. Investigative interests are associated with
such occupations as astronomer, biologist, and mathematician, and nega-
tively associated with occupations such as salesman or politician.

Along with the Basic Interest item, Medical Services, Mathematics,
Science/Chemical, and Automated Data Processing are the four AVOICE scales
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that tap Investigative Interests. The scales differ in length with Medical
Services containing 24 items; Mathematics, 5; Science/Chemical, J1; and,
Automated Data Processing, 7. Again, selected scale items are supplied
below. :

o Medical Services -

- Physical Therapist.
- Take blood pressure readings.
- Disease prevention.

o - Mathematics -

- Solve arithemetic problems.
-~ Find information in numerical tables.
- Work with numbers.

® Science/Chemical -
- Mix chemical compounds. ,
- Record observations from scientific instruments.
- Work with hazardous chemicals.

o Automated Data Processing -
- Computer Operator.
-- Computer Programmer.
- Operate a machine that sorts punched cards.

rprisin nterests

The Enterprising interests construct refers to one’s preference for persua-
sive, assertive, and leadership activities and tasks. Persons with Enter-
prising interests may be characterized as ambitious, dominant, sociaole, and
self-confident. Enterprising interests are associated with such occupa-
tions as salesperson and business executive, and negatively associated with
ocrupations such as biologist or chemist.

e Again, besides the Basic Interest item, only one AVOICE scale
assesses the respondent’s Enterprising interests. This scale,
entitled Leadership, contains six items including the following:

- Mold a group of coworkers into an efficient team.
- Inspire others with a speech.
- Make decisions when others do not know what to do.

Artistic Interests

This final Holland construct is defined as a person’s degree of 1iking
for unstructured, expressive, and ambiguous activities and tasks. Persons
with Artistic interests may be character :ved as intuitiv~, impulsive,
creative, and non-conforming. Artistic interests are asscciated with such
occupations as writer, artist, and composer, and ncgatively associated with
o-cupations such as accountant or secrelary.
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e In addition to the Basic Interest item, the AVOICE Aesthetics scale
is designed to tap Artistic Interests, and includes five items.
Among these items are:

~ Read poetry.
- Watch educational television.
- Classical music.

QOrganizational Climate/Environment Scales

Six constructs that pertain to a person’s preference for certain types
of work environments and conditions are assessed by the AVOCICE through 20-
item scales. These environmental constructs include Achievement, Safety,
Comfort, Status, Altruism, and Autonomy. The items that assess these
constructs are distributed throughout the AVOICE, and are responded to in
the same manner as the interests items, that is, "Like Very Much” to
"Dislike Very Much."

Because the scales contain only two items each and for ease of presen-
tation, Figure 7.1 is used to show the constructs, scales, and an item from
each scale. '

Expressed Interests Scale

Aithough not a psychological corstruct, expressed interests were in-
cluded in the AVOICE because of the extensive research showing their valid-
ity in criterion-related studies. (Doiliver, 1969) These studies had
measured expressed interests simpiy by asking respondents what occupation
or occupaticnal area was of most interest to them. In the AVOICE, such an
open-ended question was not feasible, instead, respondents were asked how

confident they were that their chosen job in the Army was the right one for
them.

This Expressed Interests scale contained eight items which, as mentioned,
had three response options that formed a continuum of confidence in the
person’s occupational choice. Selected items from this scale include:

- Before you went to the recruiter, how certain were you of
the job you wanted in the Army?

- If you had the opportunity right now to change your job in
the Army, would you?

- Before enlisting, how long were you interested in a particu-
lar Army job?
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Construct/Scale
Achievement

Achievement

Authority

Ability
Utilization

Safety

Organizational
Policy

Supervision -
Human Resources

Supervision -
Technical

Comiort
Activity
Variety
Compensation
Security
Working Conditions
Status
Advancement
Recognition
Social Status
Altruism
Co-workers
Moral Values
Social Services
Autonomy
Responsibility

Creativity
Independence

Example

"Do work that gives a feeling of accomplishment."
"Tell others what to do on the job."

"Make full use of your abilities."

"A job in which the rules are not equal for everyone."
"Have a boss that supports the workers."”

"Learn the job on your own."

"Work on a job that keeps a person busy."
"Do something different most days at work."
"Earn less than others do."

"A job with steady employment."

"Have a pleasant place to work."

"Be able to be promoted quickly."
"Receive awards or compliments on the job."
"A job that does not stand out from others."

"A job in which other employees were hard tc get to
to know."

"Have a job that would not bother a person’s
conscience.,"

"Serve others through your work."

"Have work decisions made by others.™
"Try out your own ideas on the job."
"Work alone."

Figure 7.1. Organizational climate/environment preference constructs,
scales within constructs, and an item from each scale.
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AVOICE REVISIONS BASED ON PILOT TESTING

As with the ABLE, before we present the data obtained from pilot test-
ing, we describe the revisions made in the AVOICE on the basis of pilot
test administration at Fort Campbell and Fort Lewis. Again, the changes
are discussed for the AVOICE as a whole, rather than scale by scale. These
changes resulted in the AVOICE version to be used in the field test.

Overall, the revisions made were far less substantial for the AVOICE
than for the ABLE. Editorial review of the inventory by PDRI and ARI
staff, tcgether with the verbal feedback from Fort Campbell soldiers,
resulted in revision of 15 items--primarily minor wording changes. An
additional five items were modified because of low item correlations with
the total scale score in the Fort Campbell data. No items were deleted
based on the editorial review, verbal feedback, or item analyses.

Following the Fort Lewis pilot test, no revisions or deletions were
made to the AVOICE items. Item response frequencies were examined to
detect items that had relatively littie discriminatory power, that is,
three or more of the five response choices received less than 10 percent
endorsement. There proved to be only two such items, and, upon examination
of the item content, it was decided not to revise these. Both items
appeared well written and relevant to the targeted content, and we thought
the poor response distribution could be attributed to sampling error.

Thus, a total of only 20 AVOICE items were revised on the basis of
editorial review and pilot testing. Part of this low level of revision may
be due to the common response scale of the inventory, "Like Very Much" to
"Dislike Very Much." The response options appeared to be well-understood
and did not require the item-by-item review/revision that was necessary for
the ABLE items (which had differing response options by item).
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PILOT TEST DATA FOR THE AVOICE

Fort Campbell

In the Fort Campbell pilot test, a total of 57 soldiers completed the
AVOICE, 55 of whom provided sufficient data for analyses. Scale statistics
for this sample are presented in Table 7.14. As can be seen in the table,
the mean item-total correlations and Hoyt reliabilities are excellent,
generally in the .60s to .80s for the former, and .70s to .90s for the
latter. In addition the means and SDs indicate acceptable scale score
distributions in almost all cases.

rt_Lewis

The responses of four of 118 soldiers were eliminzted for exceeding
the missing data criterion (10%), resuiting in an analysis sample size of
114. Scale statistics for this sample are shown in Table 7.15. Reliabili-
ties are again excellent and are even sliightly higher than the values
obtained at Fort Campbell.

AVOICE scale means and standard deviations were also calculated sepa-
rately for males and females and for blacks and whites (see Tables 7.16 and
7.17), but note that sample sizes are very small for females and biacks.
These data are viewed as exploratory only. As would be expected on the
basis of previous research, there are marked differences between the sexes
in mean score on certain interest scales. Scales such as Mechanics and
Heavy Construction show far greater scores for males than females. On the
majority of the scales, however, the differences are less pronounced. Dif-
ferences are also relatively small between blacks and whites. Table 7.18
presents the AVOICE scale intercorrelations for the Fort Lewis sample. We
performed no detailed analyses of these correlaticns, but did inspect the
matrix to see if scales expected to correlate fairly highly did so (for
example, Infantry with Armor/Cannon) and scales not expected to correlate
highly, or even negatively, did so (for example, Aesthetics with Infantry).
This pattern did indeed hold true, in most cases.



Table 7.14
Fort Campbell Pilot Test: AVOICE Scale Statistics {N = 55)

Mean
No. Item-Total Hoyt
AVOICE Scale [tems _Mean sD Correlation Reliability
REALISTIC
Basic I=terest Item 1 1.95 .75 -- --
Mechanics 16 49.91 14.54 75 95
Heavy Construction 23 65.84 16.13 54 93
t£lectroni:s 20 65.45 17.48 .75 96
Electronic Commwaication 7 20.00 5.15 .64 76
Draftirg 7 20.84 5.04 .62 75
lLaw Enforcement 16 47.78 10.59 .55 83
Audiographics 7 23.05 4.32 .58 69
Agriculture 5 14,29 3.51 .60 55
Qutdoors 9 32.20 6.77 .63 81
Markswanr 5 15.25 4.64 .77 82
Infantry 10 26.93 6.66 .57 78
Armor/Cannon 8 22.29 6.51 71 87
Vehicle Qperator 9 26.93 7.03 .69 87
Adventure 8 18.87 2.11 .39 --
CONVENTIONAL -
Basic Interest Item 1 2.02 .65 -- --
Office Administration 16 41.84 13.37 .74 .94
Supply Administration 13 32.64 9.88 .72 .92
Food Service 17 39.18 8.18 .49 .81
SOCIAL
Basic Interest Item 1 2.22 .78 -- .-
Teaching/Counseling 7 22.33  5.41 .67 .80
INVESTIGATIVE
Basic Interest Item 1 1.38 .52 -- --
Medical Services 24 66.02 17.46 .66 95
Mathematics 5 14.09 3.79 .69 73
Science/Chemical 1] 29.15 7.60 .61 84
Automated Data Processing 7 23.69 6.12 .73 86
ENTERPRIS1MG
Basic Interest Item 1 1.84 .68 -- .-
Leadership 6 19.93 4.88 .69 .78
ARTISTIC
Basic Interest Iltem 1 1.62 .67 - - --
Aesthetics 5 13.33 4.00 .74 .79
{Continued)
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Table 7.14 {Continued)
Fort Campbell Pilot Test: AVOICE Scale Statistics

Mean
No. Item-Total Hoyt
AVOICE Scale Items _Mean SD Correlation Reliability
ACHIEVEMENT
(Org. Climate/Envircnment)
Achievement 2 1.76 1.60 .75 --
Authority 2 25 1.72 .70 --
Ability Utilization 2 1.49  1.41 .76 --
SAFETY
(Org. Climate/Environment)
Organizational Policies ~
and Procedureg 2 2.09 1.27 .69 --
Supervision-Human Resources 2 2.20 1.64 .74 --
Supervision-Technical 2 .40 1.84 .68 --
COMFORT :
(Org. Climate/Environment)
Activity 2 1.45 1.55 .71 --
Variety 2 1.31 1.58 .81 --
Compensation 2 2.58 1.51 .75 --
Security 2 2.85 1.30 A7 --
Working Conditions 2 1.9¢ 1.51 .78 --
STATUS
(Org. Climate/Environment)
Advancement 2 1.67 1.45 .69 --
Recognition 2 1.20 1.81 .73 --
Social Status < 1.42 1.69 75 -
ALTRUISM
(Org. Climate/Environment)
Co-workers 2 2.16 1.45 .83 --
Moral Values 2 1.60 1.66 .71 --
Social Services 2 6.98 1.80 .82 --
AUTONUMY
(Org. Climate/Environment)
Responsibility 2 1.65 1.36 66 --
Creativity 2 91 1.38 58 --
Independence 2 -.44 1.25 69 --
EXPRESSED INTEREST 8 15.15 3.89 .54 .30
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Table 7.1% |
5. AVOICE Scale Statistics for Total Group

(N = 114)
Mean
' No. Item-Total Hoyt
AVOICE Scale Jtems _Mean S0 Correlation Reliability
REALISTIC
Basic Interest Item 1 3.09 1.17 -- -
Mechanics 16 53.02 13.13 .13 .94
Heavy Construction 23 72.57 15.64 .62 .92
Electronics 20 63.94 16.86 .75 .96
Electronic Communication 7 21.44 5.73 .73 .85
Drafting 7 22.62 6.11 .76 .87
Law Enforcement 16 50.82 11.33 .63 .89
Audiographics 7 24.30 5.12 .69 .81
Agriculture 5 15.24 3.62 .61 .58
Qutdoors g 33.09 6.25 .62 .80
Marksman 5 16.57 4.48 .79 .84
Infantry 10 31.04 7.26 .64 .84
Armor/Cannon 8 23.46  6.15 .67 .83
Vehicle Cperator 10 30.45 7.10 .65 .84
Adventure 8 18.84 3.60 .57 T2
CONVENTIONAL '
Basic Interest ltem 1 3.00 .92 .- --
Office Administration 16 45.39 12.61 .72 .94
Suppiy Administration 13 36.97 9.65 71 .92
Food Service 17 43.46 10.53 .59 .89
SOCIAL
Basic Interest Item 1 3.25 1.03 -- --
Teaching/Counseling 7 23.61 5.20 .71 .83
INVESTIGATIVE
Basic Interest Item 1 3.09 .95 -- --
Medical Services 24 71.32 16.65 .66 .94
Mathematics 5 15.82 4.20 .75 .80
Science/Chemical 11 30.29 8.4l .68 .88
Automated Data Processing 7 24.29 5.78 .74 .8€
ENTERPRISING
Basic Interest Item 1 3.11 1.13 -- --
Leadership 6 20.71 4.4} .12 .81

{Continued)
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Table 7.15 (Continued) |
Test; AVOICE Scale Statistics for Total Group

fort
(N = 114)
Mean
No. item-Total Hoyt
AVQICE Scale Items _Mean _SD __ Correlation Reliability
ARTISTIC
Basic Interest Item r 2.99 1.27 -- .-
Aesthetics ' 5 14.73  4.12 74 .79
ORGANIZATIONAL CLIMATE/
ENVIPONMENT DIMENSIONS
Achievement H 21.09 2.95 -- -
Safety 6 1.66  3.20 - --
Comfort 10 38.50 3.83 -- ' --
Status 6 21.37  2.97 -- --
Altruism 6 21.67 3.22 -- --
Autonomy 6 20.46 2.33 -- --
EXPRESSED INTEREST 8 15.71  3.19 .59 .66
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Table 7.16

Fort Lewis Pilot Test: AVOICE Means and Standard Deviations
Separately for Males and Females
Hales Females
(N = 87) (N o= 19)
AVOICE Scale Mean _SC Mean SD
REALISTIC
Basic Interest Item 3.24 1.13 2.35 1.11
Mechanics 54.93 12.51 44.05 12.28
Heavy Construction 75.31 13.24 §9.70 19.22
Electronics 66.38 15.95 52.45 16.23
Electronic Communication 21.48 5.73 21.25 5.72
Drafting 22.97 6.1] 21.00 5.83
Law Enforcement 51.72 11.41 46.60 9.95
Audiographics 24.27 5.03 24.45 5.52
Agriculture 15.46 3.59 14.20 3.57
Outdoors 33.94 5.75 29.190 6.92
Marksman 17.35 4.05 12.90 4.56
Infantry 31.94 7.14 26.85 6.28
Armor/Cannon 24.21 5.99 19.95 5.71
Vehicle Cperator 31.05 6.52 27.60 8.81
Adventure 19.39 3.28 16,32 3.91
CONVENTIONAL
Basic Interest Item 2.97 .92 3.15 .91
Office Administration 44 .91 11.93 47.60 15.19
Supply Administration 36.95 9.56 37.10 10.09
Food Service 42.54 9.89 47.80 12.23
SOCIAL
Basic Interest Jtem 3.24 1.05 3.30 95
Teaching/Counseling 23.15 5.13 25.75 4.97
INVESTIGATIVE
Basic Interest Item 3.10 .95 3.05 .97
Medical Services 71.10  16.65 , 72.40 16.59
Mathematics 15.59 4.31 16.95 3.40
Science/Chemica] 30.99 8.69 27.00 5.96
Automated Data Processing 24.20 5.97 .24.70  4.76
(Continued)

7-40

BB o e 0 NN N AU e 3 o O 3 O A M B N R AT 2 6 Xm0 A e UM T IO i ML OO o P O e X D IO O



Table 7.16 {Continued)
Fort Lewis Pilot Test: AVOICE Means and Staudard Deviations

Separately for Males and Females
Males Females
(N = 87) (N = 19)

AVOICE Scale Mean _SD Mean_ _S0 _
ENTERPRISING |

Basic Interest Item 3.14 1.14 2.95 1.02

Leadership 20.53 4.61 21.55 3.17
ARTISTIC

Basic Interest Item 2.96 1.25 3.15 1.31

Aesthetics 14.29 4.22 16.80 2.77
ORGANIZATIONAL CLIMATE/

ENVIRONMENT DIMENSIONS

Achievement - 20.97 2.92 ‘ 21.65 3.02

Safety 21.59 3.36 21.90 2.23

Comfort 38.26 3.76 39.65 3.97

Status 21.22 3.00 22.05 2.73

Altruism 21.48 3.26 22.55 3.26

Autoncmy 20.45% 2.22 20.55 2.78
EXPRESSED INTEREST . 15.79 3.34 15.35% 2.29
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Table 7.17
Wﬁiﬂ&&sﬁ.ﬂﬂiﬂwmﬂﬁmﬁ&.&uﬁﬁmﬁm&eﬂ_fx

acks and Whites
Blacks Whites
(N = 27) (N = 65)
REALISTIC
Basic Interest Item 2.81 1.39 3.26 1.06
Mechanics 50.96 12.29 54,20 12.90
Heavy Construction 67.85 14.10 75.69 14,55
Electronics 66.33 14.94 64.20 16.77
Electronic Commurnication 23.22 4.37 21.38 5.82
Drafting 23.81 5.00 22.46 6.57
Law Enforcement 48.04 12.22 © 53.43 10.40
Audiographics 25.00 4.58 24.82 5.05
Agriculture 14.04 3.49 16.18 3.56
Outdoors 29.81 5.12 : 35.28 5.19
Marksman 15.48 3.47 17.54 4.51
Infantry 29.37 6.38 32.68 7.41
Armor/Cannon ' 22.26 5.20 24.43 6.43
Vehicle Operator 29.37 7.42 31.42 6.92
Adventure - 15.58 3.32 20.11 2.70
CONVENTIONAL
Basic Interest Item 3.07 77 2.92 .98
Office Administration 51.37 10.00 43.65 13.45
Supply Administration 41.19 8.68 35.72 10.42
Food Service 48.74 8.52 41.63 11.04 ‘
SOCIAL
Basic Interest Item 3.22 .92 3.28 1.07
Teaching/Counseling 25.04 4.61 23.47  5.50
INVESTIGATIVE
Basic Interest Item 3.11 1.10 3.14 .91
Medical Services 77 .81 12.88 69.35 17.68
Mathematics 17.22 4.05 15.22 4.25
Science/Chemical 29.96 6.58 31.23 9.15
Automated Data Processing 27.93 3.87 23.63 5.90
ENTERPRISING
Basic iInterest Item 3.30 1.01 3.05 1.14
Leadership 21.44 3.82 20.97 4.59
(Continued)
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Table 7.17 (Continued)

Eort Lewis Pilot Test: AVOICE Means and Standard Deviations Separateiy for
Blacks and Whites
Blacks Whites
(N = 27) (N = 65)
AVOICE Scale Mean _SD__ Mean_  _SD
ARTISTIC
Basic Interest Item 3.44 1.37 2.88 1.23
Aesthetics 15.59 3.29 14.66 4.50

ORGANIZATIONAL CLIMATE/
ENVIRONMENT DIMENSIONS

Achievement 20.19 3.40 21.65 2.73
Safety 21.22 3.46 22.12 2.85
Comfort . 37.44 §.27 39.31 3.45
Status 21.48 2.69 21.74 2.97
Altruism 21.48 3.55 22.18 3.07
Autonomy 19.26 2.08 20.95 2.14

2.93 15.58 3.30

EXPRESSED INTEREST 16.00
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SUMMARY

The two non-cogritive inventories of the Pilot Trial Battery, the ABLE
and the AVOICE, are designed to measure a total of 20 constructs plus
response validity scale and expressed interests categories. The ABLE
assesses six temperament constructs and the Physical Condition coenstruct
“through 11 scales, and also includes four response validity scales. The
AYOICE measures six Holland interests constructs, six Organizational Envir-
onment constructs, and Expressed Interests tirough 31 scales. Altogether,
the 46 scales of the twn inventories included approximately 600 items
during the pilot testing phase--291 ABLE items and 306 AVOICE items for the
Fort Campbell version, and 268 ABLE items and 306 AVOICE items for the
Fort Lewis version.

Evaluation and revision of the inventories took place in three steps.
First, each was subjected to editcrial review by both PORI and ARI pricr to
any pilot testing. This review resulted in nearly 200 wording changes and
the deletion of 17 items. The majority of these changes applied to ABLE.

The second stage of evaluation took place after the Fort Campbeli pilot
testing. Feedback vrom the soldiers taking the invertory and data analysis
of the results (e.g., ftem-total correlations, item response distributions)
were used to refine the inventories. Twenty-three ABLE items were deleted
and 173 ABLE items wer2 revised; no AVOICE items were deleted and 20 AVOICE
jitems were revised.

In the third stage of evaluation, after tha Fort Lewis pilout testing,
far fewer changes were made. Ore ABLE item was deleted, 20 ABLE items were
revised, and no changes were made to the AVOICE. Throughout the evaluation
process, it is likely that the AVOICE was less subject to revision becauce
it uses a common response format for all ilems, whereas the response op-
tions for ABLE items differ by item.

The psychometric data obtained with both inventories seemed highly
satisfactory; the scales were shown to be reliable and appeared to be
measuring the constructs intended. Sampie sizes in these administrations
were fairly small (Fort Campbell N = 52 and 55, ABLE and AVOICE, respec-
tively; Fort Lewis N = 106 and 114, ABLE and AVOICE, respectively), but
results were similar in both samples.




Chapter 7 References

Alley, W. E., & Matthews, M. D. (1982). The Vocational Interest Career
Examination: A description of the instrument and possibie applica-
tions. The Journal of Psychology, 112, 169-193.

Dahlstrom, W. G., Welsh, G. S., & Dahistrom, L. E. (1975). An MMPI
handbook, Volume II: Research applications. Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press.

Dolliver, R. H. (1969). Strong Vocational Interest Blank versus expressed
vocational interests: A review. Psychological Bulletin, 72, 95-107.

Gough, H. G. (1975). Manual for the California Psychaolegical Inventory.
Palo Alto, CA: Consulting Psychologists Press.

Helland, J. L. (1966). The psychology of vocational choice. Waltham, MA:
Blaisdell.

Hough,.L. M., et al. Literature review: Utility of temperament,
biodata, and interest assessment for predicting job performance.
ARI Research Note in preparation.

Wernimont, P. F., & Campbell, J. P. (1968). Signs, samples, and criteria.
Journal of Applied Psychology, 52, 372-376.

7-48

MIRELIE N ATYIRSA T S AN B AN BIAUAA RA R AL A LSIA A7 M LY UYWAY MR P AP VP ALK T A "ol T "o oW s L OO P T w2 2 &



CHAPTER 8
NON-COGNITIVE MEASURES: FIELD TESTS

Leaetta M. Hough, Matthew K. McGue, Janis S. Houston,
and Elaine 0. Pulakos

In this chapter we describe the field tests of the non-cognitive
measures in the Pilot Trial Battery, the ABLE and the AVOICE, whose devel-
opment was described in Chapter 7. Portions of this chapter are drawn from
Hough, Barge, Houstcon, McGue, and Kamp (1985).

We first discuss the results of the Fort Knox field test in Septeimber
. 1984, the general procedures for which were described in Chapter 2. We
S also discuss here the procedures and results of the field testing done at
B Fort Bragg, where the ABLE and AVOICE were administered to soldiers under
several experimental conditions, in order to estimate the extent to which
scores on these inventories could be "faked" when individuals are in-
structed to do so. We also describe, in the context of tais "fekability"
study, the procedures and results of the ABLE and AVQICE administration to
recruits at the Military Ertrance Processing Station (MEPS) at
Minneapolis.

Figures 8.1 and 8.2 1ist the entire set of scales, by construct,
contained in the Fort Knox version of the ABLE and AVOICE, respectively.
Chapter 7 presented a complete description of each of these constructs and
scales, with sample items, and the two inventories themselves in the form
administered at Fort Knox, may be found in Appendix G.

8-1

i ‘:";".‘.s""r?.‘ui’.\ ‘0"5}"..1‘%!“;‘,";*"ﬂ ) q".i' 'n's‘d.'«‘ \u'-'a".i?\_ ) :‘;'h"‘s'h‘! .f;‘u‘ y';:Q‘. Wl 0'?"'. l’:“"'!‘a O » I"«“O“‘v IO M MO R W X N
K . . P . . . A - . . -



Construct Scale

Adjustment Emotional Stability

Dependability | Nondelinquency
Traditional Values
Conscientiousness

Achievement Work Orientation

Self-Esteem
Physical Condition Physical Conditirn

Leadership (Potency) Dominance
, Energy Level

Locus of Control Internal Contycl
VAgreeab]eness/Likeabi11ty Cooperativeness
Response Validity Scales Non-Random Response

Unlikely Virtues (Social Desirability)
Poor Impression
Self-Knowledge

Figure 8.1 ABLE scales organized by construct.
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Realistic Interescs
Basic Interest Item
Mechanics
Heavy Construction
Electronics:
Electronic Communication
Drafting
Law Enforcement
Audiographics
Agriculture
Outdoors
Marksman
Infantry
Armor/Cannon
Vehicle Operator
Adventure
ny n ts
Basic Interest Item
Office Administiation
Supply Administration

fFood Service

Social Interests

Basic Interest Item

Teaching/Counseling

Investigative Interests
Basic Interest [tem
Medical Services
Mathematics
Science/Chemical
Automated Data Processing

Enterprising Interests

Basic Interest Item

Leadership
Artistic Interests
Basic Interest Item
Aesthetics
Qraanizational Climate/
Environment Prefererces

Achievement Preferences
Safety Prefereonces
Comfort Preferences
Status Preferences
Altruism Prefei'ences
Autonomy Preferences
Expressed Interests

Expressed Interests

Figure 8.2 AVOICE scales organized by construct.
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ANALYSIS OF DATA FROM FIELD TEST ADMINISTRATION
Results of Data Quality Screening

In Table 8.1, the data screening results are presented for the Fort
Knox field test. A total of 290 soldiers complieted the ABLE and 287
soldiers completed the AVOICE. After deletion of inveniories with greater
than 10 percent missing data for both inventories, and deletion of those
ABLEs where scores on the Non-Random Response Scale (NRRS) were less than
six, a total of 276 ABLEs and 270 AVOICEs were available for analysis.

Recall from Chapter 2 that portions of the Pilot Trial Battery were
re-administered to soldiers two weeks after the first administration. As
can be seen in Table 8.1, the total number of "Time 2" ABLE and AVOICE
inventories, aftter the data quality screens had been applied, was 109 and
127, respectively.

Mean Scores and Reliability Estimates

Summary statistics for the non-cognitive measures are presented in
Tables 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4. Several things are notewcrthy in Table 8.2. Al
the ABLE content scales show adequate score variances (SD ranges from 5.25
to 8.27) and the alpha coefficients are acceptable to excellent in value
(median = .84, range = .70 to .87). In passing, we point out that there
was no particular technical reason for csmputing alpha coefficients on the
field test data rather than Hoyt coefficients as was done for the pilot
data test (see Chapter 7). Both procedures provide conceptually identical
estimates of internal consistency reliability and provide nearly identical
mathematical results. Other work on Project A was using the alpnha coeffi-
cient procedure, so we decided to use the same procedure for the sake of
greater project-wide consistency. The test-retest coefficients are all at
or greatier than acceptable levels (median = .73, range = .68 to .83), and
in most cases are near the same value as the alphas, indicating excellent
stability for these scale scores.

The response validity scales have score variances as expected. Un-
1ikely Virtues and Self-Knowledge scores are nearly normally distributed
with somewhat less variance than the content scales, but still on an ac-
ceptable level. The Non-Random Response and Poer Impression scales show
markedly skewed distributions as would be expected for subjects responding
attentively and honestly. The alphas for these scales are a bit lower than
for the content scales, again as expected. The test-retest coefficients
are also a bit lower, especially for Non-Random Response. However, the ‘
variance is small on this scaie (again, as it should be) and the distribu- !

tion is skewed, so even small changes in responses can have a large effect
on this coefficient.

Table 8.3 shows more detail about the test-retest results for the
ABLE. The results for the content scales, which are the most important
scales in terms of predicting job performance and other criteria, are
remarkable for their consistency. There was virtually no change in mean
scores between the two administrations, and the effect sizes are very
smali.

The response validity scales appear to be more sensitive to changes
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Table 8.1
Eort Knox Fieid Test: 0Data Quality Screen Results

A ' Fort Knox Fort Knox
lime 1 Lime 2
Total N at Sessions . 303 258
ABLE
N taking this inventory 290 128
Number deleted with Overall Missing
Data Screen (>10%, or 27 items) 9 (3%) -7 {5%)
Number deleted with NRRS? Screen
(<6 "correct™ out of 8) 5 (2%) 12 (9%)
N usable ARLEs | 276 (95%) 109  (85%
AVOICE
N taking this inventory 287 130
Number deleted with Overall Missing
Data Screen (>10%, or 31 items) 17T (6%) 3 (2%)
N usable AVOICEs 270  (94%) 127  (98%)

eNon-Random Response Scale.
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Table 8.3

Fort Knox Field Test: ABLE Test-Retest Resylts®
Mean © Mean
Time 1 Time 2
Scale IN=276) (N =109) Effect Size©
Content Scales
Emotional Stability 64.9 . 65.1 .02
Self-Esteem 35.1 34.8 -.0%
Cooperativeness 54.1 54.3 .04
Conscientiousness 48.9 48.3 -.10
Nondetl inguency ' 55.4 55.6 .02
Traditional Values 37.2 37.9 .15
Work Orientaticn "61.2 60.7 -.07
Internal Control - 50.3 50.2 -.01
Energy Level 57.1 57.0 -.01
Dominance 35.5 34.9 -.09
Physical Condition 31.1 30.4 -.09
Response Validity Scales
Unlikely Virtues 16.6 17.5 .27
Self-Knowledge b 29.6 29.0 -.18
Non-Random Response 7.7 7.2 -.65
Poor Impression , 1.5 1.2 -.18

3Test-Retest interval was two weeks.
bgased on sample edited for missing data only; N; = 281 and N, = 121.
CEffect Size = (Mean Time 1 - Mean Time 2)/SD Time 1
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due to time or due to a second administration. The change in mean scores
is greater than for the content scales and the effect sizes are somewhat
larger. Stiil, the changes are not large except for the Non-Random Re-
sponse score. The change in this mean score indicates that more subjects
responded. less attentively the second time around, which is perhaps not
surprising. We point out that the Non-Random Response Scale did "catch”
this phenomenon, exactly as it was supposed to, and roughly four times as

many subjects "failed” this scale on the second administration as did on
the first (2 percent vs. 9 percent, see Table 8.1)

.1). Overall we find these
results reassuring with respect to the way the content and response validi-
ty scales were designed tn function.

Table 8.4 shows that the AVOICE scales are also functioning well.
Scale score statistics show adequate variance (SD ranges from 3.99, for a
scale with a possible score range of 5-25, to 18.79, for a scale with a
possible score range from 24-12). Alpha coefficients vary from .68 to .96
with a median of .86, with the lower values occurring for the scales with
fewer items, as would be expected. The median item-total scale score
correlations are all very high (.60s to .70s), also indicating good inter-
nal consistency.

Finally, the test-retest coefficients are also accept-
able to excellent in value (median value = .76, range from .56 to .86).

The results shown in Tables 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4 and discussed above lead
to the conclusion that the non-cognitive scales are very sound with regard

to basic psychometric criteria of sufficient score variance and distribu-
tion, internal consistency, and stability.

Uniqueness Estimates for Non-Cognitive Measuyres

Scales on both the ABLE and the AVOICE were examined for their poten-
tial for providing incremental validity to the predictor battery. Unique-
ness estimates were computed identically to those described for the cogni-
tive

measures in Chapter 4, by subtracting the squared multiple regression
of a set of tests (5 the ASVAB) from the reliahility estimate for the
test of interest (U -R2 ). Uniqueness is, then, the amount of reli-
able vartance for a test not shared with the tests against which it has
been regressed.

Tables 8.5 and 8.6 present the uniqueness estimates for the ABLE and
A¥OICE scales, respectively, when regressed against the ASVAB. The median

for the ABLE is .80, and ranges from .69 to .87, indicatiné that the
ABLE overiaps very little with the ASVAB

. The median estimate of unique-
ness for the AVOICE is .81 and ranges from .59 to .95, indicating that the
AVOICE also overlaps very little with the ASVAB.

Table 8.7 contains a summary of the correlations between the ABLE and
the AVOICE, and the other measures in the Pilot Trial Battery

. As can be
seen here, the ABLE and AVOICE share very little variance with the cogni-
tive and psychomotor tests in the Pilot Trial Battery

Factor Analysis of ABLE and AVOICE Scales

The ABLE content scales and the AVOICE scales were separately factor
analyzed, and,

in both cases, a two-factor solution appeared to best sum-
marize the data. Table 8.8 shows the factor loading matrix for the ABLE

s ]
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Table 8.7

ary of Overlap of Non-Cognitive Measures With Other
%ummmm.uﬁmm

S

1. Between ABLE and PTB Cognitive Paper-and-Pencil Tests:
o Only 19%, 29 of 150 correlations, are significant at p<.05.
e The highest Correlation is .23.

2. Between ABLE and PTB Coemputer-Administered Measures:
e Only 17%, 48 of 285 correlations, are significant at p<.05.
e The highest correlation is .24, .

kf‘ 3. Between AVOICE and PTB Cognitive Paper-and-Pencil Tests:
' e Orly 36%, 128 of 130 correlations, are significant at p<.05.
o The highest correlation is .32.

o 4. Between AVOICE and PTB Computer-Administered Measures:
o Only 15%, 105 Of 684 cdre]ations, are significant at p<.05.
e The highest correlation is .30.

) n . - - - \,: \’. A )
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Table 8.8
Fort Krox Field Test: ABLF Factor Analysis?

(N = 278)
I I1

Personal Impact  Uspendability h?
Self¥-Estoe .80 .30 .73
Energy Lavel ' K .46 , .74
Dominance (Leadership) .72 .13 . .54
Emotional Stability .67 .26 .52
Work Orientation .67 .51 .71
Nondelinquency .20 .81 .70
Traditional Values 19 73 .57
Conscientiousness .39 .72 . .67
Cooperativeness .46 .60 .57
Internal Contrel 44 .50 44

Note: h2 - communality, the sum of squared factor loadings for a variable.

Aprincipal Factor analysis, varimax rotation.
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content scales. Note first that the communalities for the scales are
fairly high, indicating that the scales do share substantial common vari-
ance.

The first factor was labeled Personal Impact since the scales loading
on the factor, in concert, suggest that persons scoring high on the factor
would have high self-esteem, exhibit a high level of energy, could exert
leadership, would appear emotionally stable, and would be work oriented.
Note that two of the scales loading highest on this factor do have substan-
tial loadings on the second factor--Energy Level (.46) and Work Orientation
(.51). Also, three of the scales lcading highest on the second factor had
substantial loadings here--Cooperativeness (.46), Internal Control (.44),
and Conscientiousness (.39).

The second factor was named Dependability. Scale loadings for this
factor suggest that a high scorer on this factor would be a strong rule
abider, a believer in traditional societal values, show conscientiousness,
be cooperative, and believe that life’s circumstances were largely under an
individual’s control. Again, keep in mind the scales that show high
loadings on both factors (as noted in the ahove paragraph).

This two-factor solution seems to us to make good intuitive sense for
~characterizing soldiers as well as possessing a fair amount of practical
appeal. Being able to identify soldiers with high persenal impact or
leadership potential and a high degree of dependability would seem to be a
potentially valuable contribution.

The solution found in these field test data differs from the pilot
test solution primarily in the number of factors that characterize the best
solution. Two factors were viewed as best here, whereas a larger number of
factors were viewed as best in those solutions (see Table 7.11). The most
probable reason for this difference is the difference in the two samples.
The field test results are based on a sample roughly two and one-half times
as large and is probably a more representative sampie in terms of diversity
of MOS as well. Therefore, we think the field test data are "better" data
to interpret.

Table 8.5 shows the results for the factor analysis of the AVOICE.
The scale communalities for this AVOICE solution are a bit Tower than those
for the ABLE, but still do indicate a substantial amount of common variance
for the set of scales. (Sixty-two percent of the total ABLE scale variance
is in common compared to 54 percent for the AVOICE).

The two factors found here were named Combat Support and Combat-
Related. The former is defined largely by scales that have to do with jobs
or services that support the actual combat specialties, while the latter is
defined by scales that, for the most part, are much more related to spe-
cialties that engage directly in combat.

Also, as found with the ABLE, several scales show substantial loadings
on both factors. Most of these occur for scales loading highest on the
first factor, and include Science/Chemical Operations (.43 on second fac-
tor), Electronic Communication (.36), Leadership (.35), and Drafting (.34).
Only one scale loading highest on the second factor has a substantial
loading on the first factor, Electronics (.45).

8-14
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Table 8.9

Eort Knox Field Test: AVOICE Factor Analysis?
(N = 270)
I Il
_ Combatb Combat - 2
s - Scale Support Related® . h
T Office Administration ¥:1] -.13 .73
. Supply Administration .78 L1 .62
N Teaching/Counseling .76 1 .59
- Mathematics 74 .09 .58
Medical Services .73 .18 .57
Automated Data Processing g1 .10 .51
Audicgraphics .64 A7 44
: Electronic Communication .64 .36 .54
Scienc2/Chemical Operations .61 .43 ' .55
Aesthetics .61 .04 .37
o Leadership .58 .35 .46
v Food Service .54 .19 .33
o Drafting .54 .34 .41
Infantry : .10 K1 .74
Armor/Cannon .13 .84 .73
Heavy Construction/Combat .17 .84 .73
Qutdoors .02 .74 .55
R Mechanics A7 .74 .58
.. Marksman .05 .73 .54
Vehicle/Equipment Operator A7 .73 .56
Agriculture .18 .64 .44
i.aw Enforcement 27 .61 .44
Electronics ’ .45 .57

Note: hZ = communality, the sum of squared factor loadings for a variable..
Aprincipal factor analysis, varimax rotation.

bConventiona], Social, Investigative, Enterprising, Artistic constructs.

CRealistic construct.
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The remarks made above about the comparison of ABLt factor analyses of
the pilot and field test data apply equally here. Again, we think the
field test data are probably the better set of results in terms of the
representativeness of the samples.

Finally, as with the ABLE, we think the two-factor AVOICE soiution
makes good intuitive sense and has practical appeal. IL would seem to be
helpful to be able to characterize applicants as having interests primarily
in the combat MOS or in MOS supporting combat specialties, perhaps even at
the point of recruitment as opposed to the selection or in-prccessing
point.
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FAKABILITY INVESTIGATIONS

As discussed previously, in addition to the content scales, there were
four response validity scales on the ABLE: Nua-Random Response, Unlikely
Virtues (Social Desirability), Poor Impression, and Self-Knowledge. An
investigation was undertaken, including an experiment, on intentional dis-
tortion (faking) of responses. Data were gathered for this study from (1)
soldiers instructad, at different times, to distort their responses and to
be honest (experimental data gathered at Fert Bragg); (2% soldiers who were
sinply responding to the ABLE and AVOICE with no particular directions

data gathered at Fort Knox, in another type of “honest" condition); and
3) recently sworn-in Army recruits at the Minneapclis Military Entranca
Processing Station {MEPS).

Purposes of the Faking Study

The purposes of the faking study were to determine:

o The extent to which soldiers can distort their responses to tem-
perament and interest inventories when instructed to do so. (Com-
pare data from Fort Bragg faking conditions with Fort Bragg and
Fort Knox honest conditions.)

e The extent to which the ABLE response validity scales detect such
intentional distortion. (Compare response validity scales in Fort
Bragg honest and faking conditions.)

¢ The ektent to which ABLE validity scales can be used to correct or
adjust scores for intentional distortion.

o ihe extent to which distortion might be a problem in an appiicant
setting.  (Compare MEPS cata with Fort Bragg and Fort Knox data.)

The participants in the experimental group were 425 enlisted soldiers
in the 82nd Airborne brigade at Fort Bragg in September 1984, Comparison
samples were new recruits at a MEPS, in an approximation of an applicant
setting, (N = 126) and Fort Knox.soldiers described earlier (N = 276).
Procedure and Design |

Four faking conditions were created:

¢ Fake Good on the ABLE

e Fake Bad on the ABLE

9 Fake Combat on the AVOICE

o Fake Noncombat on the AVOICE

Two honest conditions were created:

¢ Honast on the ABLE
¢ Honest on the AVOICE

8-17
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The significant parts of the instructions for the six conditions were
as follows:

o ABLE - Fake Good

Imagine you are at the Military Entrance Processing Station
(MEPS) and you want to join the Army. Describe yourself in a way
that you think will ensure that the Army selects you.

o ABLE - Fake Bad

Imagine you are at the Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS)
and you do pot want to join the Army. Describe yourself in a way
that you think will ensure that the Army does not select you.

¢ ABLE - Homest
You are to describe yourself as you really are.
e AVOICE - Fake Ceombat

Imagine you are at the Military Entrance Processing Station {MEPS).
Please describe vourself in a way that you think will ensure that
you are placed in an accupation in which you are likely to be
exposed to combat during a wartime situation.

o AVOICE - Fake Noncombat

Imagine you are at the Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS).
Please describe yourself in a way you think will ensure that you
are placed in an occupation in which you are unlikely to be exposed
to combet during a wartime situation.

o AVOICE - Honest
You are to describe ysurseif as you really are.

The design was repeated measures with faking and honest conditions
counter-baianced. Thus, approximately half the experimental group, 124
soldiers, compieted the inventories honestly in the morning and faked in
the afternoon, while the other half (121) completed the inventories hon-
estly in the afternoon and faked in the morning.

The experimertal design and the numbers of soidiers from whom we
gathered the intentional faking data appear in Table 8.10. In summary, a
2 x 2 x 2 fixed-factor, compleiely crossed experimental design was used.
The within-subjects factor, zalled "Fake," consisted of two levels (honest
responses and faked responses). The first between-subjects factor, called
"Set," consisted of the following two leveis: Fake Good (for the ABLE)/
Want Combat (for the AVOICE) and Fake Bad (for the ABLE)/Do Not Want Comtat
(for the AVOICE). Order was manipulated in tha second between-subjects
factor such that the following two levels were produced: faked responses
before honest responses, and honest responses before faked responses.

8-18



Table 8.10
Faking Experiment. ABLE and AVQICE: Fort Braag

aYQICE/ABLE COUNTS

Monday
AM: Honest AVOICE
N=054
Honest ABLE
62 Complete Sets
PM: Fake Combat AVOICE
N=52
Fake Good  ABLE
Tuesday
AM: Honest AVOICE
N=62
Honest ABLE
62 Complete Sets
PM: Fake Noncumbat AVOICE
) N=62
Fake Bad ABLE
Wednesday
AM: Fake Combat AVOICE
N=63
Fake Good ABLE
. 61 Complete Sets
PM: Honest AVOICE
MN=6]1
Honest ARLE
Thursday
AM: Fake Noncombat AVOICE
N=61
Fake Bad ABLE
60 Completa Sets
PM: Honest AVOICE :
N=60

Honest{ ABLE




£aking Study Results - Temperament Inventory

We performed a multivariate analysis of vartance (MANOVA) on the
oxperimental data from Fort Bragg. Table 8.11 shows the findings for the
interactions, the sources of variance most relevant to the question of
whether soldiers can or cannot intentionally distort their responses.

As can be seen, all the Fake x Set interactions are significant,
indicating that soldierrs can, when instructed to do so, distort their
responses.

Table 8.11 aiso shows that, for the Fake x Set x Order interaction
effect, the overall test of significance is statistically significant for
the response validity scales and marginally significant Jor the content
scales. These results indicate that the crde~ of experimental conditions
in which the participant compieted the ABLE affected the results. Table
B.12 shows in greater detail the effects of intentiornal cistortion; it
shows the mean scores for the varicus experimental conditions for the
content scaies. This table and the remaining tables showing Fort Bragg
ABLE results veport the valuas for the soldier responses on the first
administration. of the particular condition. Fer example, the mean value of
66.1 for Emotional Stapility in the Hunest First column of Table 8.12 was
computed on 120 sclaiers who completed the ABLE under the honest condition
before they compieted the ABLE under 2 Fake condition (either Good or Bad).
Similarly, tne mean value of 70.3 for Emotional Stabiiity in the Fake Good
First column of Table 8.12 was computed on 54 soldiers who completed the
ABLF under the Fake Good condition before they completed the ABLE under the
Honest coadition.

In general, Table 8.12 shows scores are phigaher on all the content
scales when subjects are instructed to fake guod (about .5 SD on average),
and, to a much greater extent, scores are lower on the content scales when
subjects are instructed to fake bad (about 2 SDs en average).

Another research question was the axtent to which our -esponse valid-
ity scales detected intentional distortion. As can be seen in Table 8.13,
the response validity scale Unlikely Virtues (Social Desiranility) detects
Faking S00d on the ABLE; the response validity scales Non-Random Response,
Poor Impression, and Self-Knowledge detect Faking Bad. According to these
data, the soldiers responded more randomly, created a poorer impression,
and reported that they knew themselves less well when told to describe
themselves in & wav that would increase the likeiihood that they wouid not
be accepted into the Army.

We also examined the extent to which we could use the response valid-
ity scales Unlikeiy Virtues (Social Desirability) and Poor Impression to
adjust ABLE content scale scores for Faking Good and Faking Bad. We re-
gressed out Social Desirability from the content scales in the Fake Good
condition and Puor Impression from the content icales in the Fake Bad
condition. TVable 8.14 shuws the adiusted mean Jifferences in content
scales after regressing out Social Desirability and Poer Impression. Com-
paring these differences to the unadjusted differences shown in Table 8.12
clearly shows that these response validity scales can be used to adjust
content scales. However, two important unknowns remain: Do the adjustment
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Table 8.11
Eakability Study, MANOVA Resuits for ABLE Scales; Fort Bragg

Interactions
Ivpe and Name of Scale Fake x Set Fake x Set x Order
Response Validity Scales?
Overall S S

Unlikaly Virtues (Social
Desirability)

NS
NS
NS

Self-Knowledge

Non-Random Respense

¥ o n N w»n

Poor Impression
Content ScalesP
Overall NS*
| Emotional Stability
Self-Esteem
Cooperativeness
Conscientiousness
Nondelinquency
Traditionail Values
Work Orientation

Internal Control

Energy Level

R R R T T T
[}
[ ]
1]

Dominance (Leadership)

Note: S = significant, p<.0l.

NS = nonsignificant, p>.Cl.

* = marginally significant, .U5¢p>.01l.
Asample size for Response Validity Scales is 219.

bSamp]e size for Content Scales is 208.
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formulzs developed on these data c¢ross validate and do they increase cri-
terion-related validity?

Overall, the ABLE data from the Fort Bragg faking study show that:
1. Soldiers can distort their responses when instructed to do so.

2. The response validity scales detect intenticnal fakirg; Unlikely
Virtues (Social Desirability) detects Faking Good and Non-
Random Response, Poor Impression, and Self-Knowledge detect
Faking Bad.

3. An individual’s Unlikely Virtues (Social Desirability) scale
score can be used to adjust his or her content scale scores to
reduce variance associated with faking good; an individuali’s Poor
Impression scale score can be used to adjust his or her content
scale scores to reduce variance asscciated with faking bad.

Faking in An Applicant Sefting

. " . Ancther of the purposes of the fakability
study was to determine the extent to which intentional distortion actualiy
is a problem in an appticant setting. To investigate this question, the
ABLE and AVOICE were administered at the Minneapolis MEPS. However, the
sample of 126 recruits who compieted the inventories were not truo "appli-
cants,” in that they had just recently been sworn into the Army.

EPS Procedyres. To approximate the applicant response set as closely
as was possible with this sample, recruits were aliowed to believe that
tneir scores on these inventories might affect their Army careers. This
was accomplished by deleting all references in the standard Privacy Act
Statement (given to all subjects at the beginning of a testing session) to
these data being collected for research purposes only, and not having any
effect on the participant’s career or status in the Army. Recruits were
then asked to complete the ABLE and AVCICE, after which they were de-
briefed. In the debriefing each recruit was asked to read the debriefing
form displayed as Figure 8.3, and the administrator orally summarized the
information on this form and answered any questions the recruit might have.

To examine the extent to which recruits actually believed their ABLE
and AVOICE scores wouid have an effect un their Army career, each recruit
filled out the single-item form shown in Figure 8.4 prior to debriefing.

Of the 126 recruits in this sample, 57 responded "yes" to this question, 61
safd "no," and 8 wrote in that they didn’t know. Thus, while the MEPS
sample is not a true "applicant” sample, its make-up (recently sworn-in
recruits, close to half of whom believe their ABLE and AVOICE scores will
affect their Army career) is reasonably close. The response set for this
sample is almost certainly more similar to that of the applicant population
than is the Fort Knox sample.

ith Fort Knox and Fort Bragg Data. Table 8.15
shows mean scores fur MEPS recruits and the two "Honest" conditions of this

study at Fort Bragg and Fort Knox. Even though the recruits are probably
trying not to create a poor impression (MEPS Poor Impression mean is 1.05,
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Debriefing Form
Description of How Results from This Test Session Will Be Used.

“The tests you have fust comploted are 4XLLL in the experimental
dtages. Thus, infomnmation that you have provided today will in no
way influence your career in the Amy. In fact, no mililary per-
sonnel will be able Lo Look up your scones on these measures. The
z:ganmaxion you have provided will be used for research purposes
only. ‘

1§ you have any questions about the Lests on the test sessdon,
ease ask the test administrator.

Thank you very much for your participation."”

Figure 8.3 Debriefing Form used in the faking study at the Military
Entrance Processing Station (MEPS).

Minneapolis
MEPS

Namg:

sst:

Do you think your answers to these questionnaires will have an effect oun
decisions that the Afmy makes regarding your future?

Yes

No

Figure 3.4 Form filled out by MEPS recruits pefore debriefing.
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which is lower than both the Fort Knox and Fort Bragg means, 1.54 and
1.50, respectively), they do not score significantly higher on the response
validity scale Unlikely Virtues (Social Desirability). Indeed their mean
score is lowest on six of the 11 content scales, scales on which it weuld
be desirable to score high rather than low. They score highest on only two
content scales and only one, Internal Control, is significant.

In sum, intentional distortion may not be a significant problem in an
applicant setting. (What faking or distortion would be in a draft situa-
tion cannot be estimated in the present non-draft situation in the United
States).

Faking Study Results - Interests [nventory

We divided the interest scales into the two groups, combat-related and
combat support, that emerged when we factor analyzed the AVOICE Fort Knox
data. We then performed a multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) on
the experimental data from Fort Bragg. Tables 8.16 and 8.17 show the
findings for the interactions, the sources of variance most relevant to the
question of whether soidiers can or cannot intentionally distort their
responses.

As can be seen, 9 of the 11 combat-related A"OICE scales are sensitive
to intentional distortion, and 9 of the 12 combat support scales are sensi-
tive to intentional distortion. The interaction of Fake x Set x Order is
either significant or marginally significant, indicating that order of
ccnd{tions in-which the participants compieted the AVOICE also affected the
result.

Tables 8.18 and 8.19 show mean scores for the various conditions when
the particular condition was the first administration. When told to dis-
tort their responses so that they would not be 1ikely to be placad in
combat-related occupational specialties (MOS), that is, instructed to Fake
Noncombat, soldiers tended to decrease their scores on all scales. Scores
on 19 of 24 interest scales were lower in Fake Noncombat as compared tc the
honest condition. In the Fake Combat condition, soldiers in general in-
creased their cumbat-related scale scores and decreased their combat sup-
port scale scores. :

We next examined the extent to whi:h the ABLE response validily
scales, which had demonstrated they could detect intentional distortion,
could be used te adjust AVOICE scale scores tor faking combat and faking
nencombat. Table 8.20 shows the adjusted mean differences in AVOICE scale
scores after regressing out ABLE Social Desirability and Poor Impression.
Comparing these differences to the unadjusted differences shown in Tables
8.18 and 8.19 reveals that these adjustments have little effect, perhaps
because the response validity scales consisted of items from the ABLE and
the faking instructions for the ABLE and AVOICE were different. The ABLE
faking instructions were Fake Good and Fake Bad, whereas the AVOICE faking
instructions were Fake Combat and Fake Norcombat.

As in the AELE, the question was investigated of whether or not appli-
cants would, in fact, tend to distort their responses to the AVOICE.
Tables 8.2]1 and 8.22 show the mean scores for the MEPS recruits and the two
Honest conditicns, Fort Bragg and Fort Knox. There appears to be no parti-
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Table 8.16

; Study. MANOVA Results for AVOICE Combat-Related Scales: Fort Braaq
N =« 164)

nteraction
m le Fake x Set Fake x Set x Order
Combat-Related Scales

Overall S NS*
Marksman S _——
Agriculfure S —--
Armor/Cannon S ——-
Vehicle/Equipment Operator ) ---
Qutdoors | S ——
Infantry S —--
Law Enforcement S —o-
Heavy Construction/Combat S ——-
Mechanics NS -
Electronics NS ——-
Adventure S -

Note: S = Significant, p<.0l.
NS = Nonsignificant, p>.01.
* = Marginally significant, .05¢<p>.01.
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Table 8.17
f(ﬁm’ém) . MANQVA Results for AVOICE Combat Support Scales: Fort Qragg
|
Interactions |
Iype and Name of Scale Fake x et fake x Set x Order !
Combat Support Scales !
Overall S S
Mathematics S NS !
.Aesthetics N S 3
Leadership S S }
Electronic Communication S S ‘
Automated Data Processing 3 S i
Teaching/Counseling NS NS
Drafting NS NS |
Audiographics NS NS |
Science/Chemical Operationc S NS
Supply Administration S NS
Office Administration S NS |
Medical Services | NS* NS ?
Food Service S NS* :

Note: S = Significant, p<.0l.
NS = Nonsignificant, p>.01.
* » Marginally significant, .05¢p>.0l.
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cular pattern to the meaan score differences. The applicants score lowest,
highest, and in the middle about an equal number of times.

Overall, the AVOICE data from the faking study show that:
1. Soldiers can distort their responses when instructed to do so.
2. The ABLE Soctal Desirability and Poor Impression scales are not
as effective for adjusting AVOICE scale scores in the faking
conditions of Combat/Noncombat as they are for adjusting ABLE
content scale scores in the Faking Good/Faking Bad conditions.

3. Faking or distortion may not be a significant problem in an
applicant setting.
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CONCLUDING COMMENTS

The field tests of the non-cognitive measures indicate they are good
measures of the intended constructs and that they are likely to contribute
unique, reliable variance to the predictor domain. Score distributions and
reliabilities show the msasures to be sound psychometrically. The unique-
ness analyses showed that the ABLE and AVOICE scales are measuring indi-
vidual differences largely independent from those measured via the ASVAB or
other parts of the Pilot Trial Battery. Factor analyses of ABLE and AVOICE
scales showed a relatively simple underlying structure that makes intuitive
sense. Investigations of faking and fakability indicate scores can be in-
tentionally distorted when persons are instructed to do so, byt distortion
does not appear to occur in the present applicant setting, and the response
validity scales on the AELE can probably be used to correct for distortion
when it does occur. However, wmore research is needed on the methods or
applying such corrections and the effects of such corrections on the va-
11dity of the non-cognitive scales for predicting job performance or other
important criteria.
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CHAPTER 9
FORMULATION OF THE TRIAL BATTERY

Norman G. Peterson, Jeffrey J. McHenry, Marvin D. Dunnette,
Jody L. Toquam, Leaetta M. Hough, Bruce N. Barge, Rodney L. Rosse,
Janis S. Houston, and VyVy A. Corpe

The way in which the Pilot Trial Battery was revised to produce the
~ Trial Battery is described in this chapter. The previous chapters have
presented and discussed the development, pilot tests, and field tests of
the Pilot Trial Battery. They show, we think, that the Pilot Trial Battery
measures, as a whole, are psychometrically sound, measure relatively unique
¥ constructs, and appear to hold considerable promise as predictors of var-
Ll ious important criteria of job performance for Army soldiers. The rature
N of the revisions described here focused on satisfying the pragmatic cri-
teria of 1imited testing time available for future Project A research, as
well as improving the measures in the Pilot Trial Battery. '
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REVISIONS TO THE PILOT TRIAL BATTERY

The full Pilot Trial Battery, as administered at the field tests,
required approximately 6.5 hours of actual administration time. Howaver,
the Trial Battery developed from the Pilot Trial Battery (see Figure 1.2)
had to be administered ir about 4 hours during the next phase of the
project (Concurrent Validation). Therefore, not only did the measures in
the Pilot Trial Battery need revision on the basis of field test experi-
ence, but the total length of the battery had to be reduced by 33 percent.

We devised tnree general principies, which we called a strategy, to be
used as a guide in making the revision and reduction decisions. These
principles were consonant with the theoretical and practical orientation
that had been used since the inception of the project, as described in
Chapter 1. The principles were:

e Maximize the hetarogeneity of the battery by retaining measures of
as many different constructs as possibie.

¢ Maximize the chances of increménta] validity and classification
efficiency as much as possible.

¢ Retain measures with adequate reliability.

Five more concrete implications or guidelines for adopting this stra-
tegy were developed. These are shown in Figure 9.1, With these guidelines
in mind, Task 2 staff prepared summaries and presentations of the informa-
tion described in Chapters 2 through 8.

In March 1985, these presentations were made at an In Progress Review
(IPR) meeting held to consider the field test data and other relevant
information, and decide on the methods and nature of revising the Pilot
Trial Battery. Generally speaking, the presentations were within the three
domains--cagnitive {paper and penrcil), perceptual/psychomotor (computer-
administered), and non-cognitive-- that had been used throughout the
research (point 1 in Figure 9.1), The psychometric characteristics of each
measure within a domain were reported, followed by a presentation of the
covariance (correlations and factor structure) of the measures within the
domain, across the domains, and with the ASVAB (uniqueness analyses).

Then, estimates of expected validities for training and job performance
criteria {based on the expert judgments, literature review, and Preliminary
Battery analyses) were presented. Finally, initial recommendations for
reduction and revisions were made.

Considerable discussion was generated by these presentations, but the
IPR group reached a consensus on the reductions and revisions to be made to
the Pilot Trial Battery. This set of recommendations was the presented to
and discussed at the meeting of the full Scientific Advisory Group. A few
changes were made at this meeting.

N AR T A M e b L NS e aln | o Mt o e e A et e



. Rétain Measures in A1l Three Predictor Areas:
¢ Cognitive (Paper-and-Pencil)
o Perceptual/Psychomotor (Computer-Administered)

& Non-Cognitive (Paper-and-Pencil)

. Retain Measures That Add Unique Variance

e Variance Not Accounted for by ASVAB

o Variance Not Accounted for by Other Pilnot Trial Battery
Measures

. Retain Measures That Predict Training Success and/or for
which Experts or Literature Review Suggests Validity for Job
Performance, Especially for Important Criteria or Criteria
Not Presently Predicted by ASVAB

. Retain Measures That Show Stability With Respect to:

o Test-Retest

e Practice

¢ Faking/Fakability

. Within Measures, Retain Items That Measure the Dominant
Construct and Maximize Content Coverage

Figure 9.1

measures in order to produce the Trial Battery.
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Tables 9.1, 9.2, and 9.3 summarize the change recommendations that
came from these meetings. These recommendations were used to guide the
development of the Trial Battery from the Pilot Trial Battery. In the
following sections, we describe these changes and their rationales, plus
any internal improvements made to each measure.

v - -

Analyses of pilot and field tests of the cocgnitive paper-and-pencil
tests showed that the tests, as a group, measure various aspects of spatial
ability. When factor-analyzed with ASVAB subtests and the computer-
administered tests from the Pilot Trial Battery, they formed a single
factor of their own (see Table 6.10). Factor analysis of the tests by
themselves, however, tends to show four or five factors (see Table 3.13).
These results are not surprising, but we point them out to illustrate the
point that the identification of the number and type of constructs measured
by a set of tests depends very much on the level of analysis a researcher
chooses. For purposes defined here, that is, reducing the number of tests
to carry forward from the Pilot Trial Battery to the Trial Battery, we
focused on a mere specific level (four-five factors), but kept in mind that
all the tests measure an underlying, mere global spatial ability. Changes
to the cognitive tests for use in tha Trial Battery are described in the
context of the constructs the tests were designed toc measure: Spatial
Visualization-Rctation and Field independence, Spatial Visualization-
Scanning, Figural Reasoning/Induction, and Spatial Orientation.

In the Pilot Trial Battery, the Spatial Visualization--Rotation and
Field Independence construct was measured by three tests: Assembling
Objects, Object Rotation, and Shapes. Although Shapes w=s originally
designed to measure Field Independence, and pilot test results indicated it
correlated .50 with a marker test of that ability, we considered this test
in concert with the two Rotation tests for purposes of reducing the size of
the Pilot Trial Battery. This combiration seemed Justified because the
three tests had a similar pattern of factor loadings (see Table 3.13).

The Shapes Test was dropped because the evidence of va11d1ty for job per-
formance for tests of this type was judged to be less impressive than for

- the other iwo tests. The Object Rotation Test was not changed. Eight

items were dropped from the Assembling Objects Test by eliminatirg those
items that were very difficult or very easy, or had low item-total correla-
tions. The time 1imit for Assembling Objects was not changed. The effect
was to make Assembling Objects more a power test than 1t was prior to the
changes.

The Spatial Visualization-Scanning construct was measured by two
Pilot Trial Battery tests, Mazes and Path. The Path Test was dropped and
the Mazes Test was retained with no changes. Mazes showed higher test-
retest reliabilities than Path (.71 vs .64) and lower gain scores (.24 SD
units for Mazes vs .62 SD units for Path), which was desirable. In addi-
tion, Mazes was a shorter test than Path (5.5 minutes vs 8 minutes).

The Fiaural Reasoning/Induction construct was measured by the Rea-

soning 1 and Reasoning 2 tests. Reasoning 1 was evaluated as the better of
the two tests because it had higher reliabilities for both internal consis-
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Table 9.1

Summary of Changes to Coanitive Faper-and-Pencil Measures in the

Jest Mame

Assembling Objects
Object Rotation
Shapes

Mazes

Path

Reasoning 1

Reasoning 2
Orientation 1

Orientation 2

Orientation 3

Changes

Decrease from 40 Lo 32 items.

Retain as is with 9G items.
Drop Test.
Retain as is with 24 items.
Orop Test.

Retain as ic with 30 items.
New name REASONING TEST.

Drop Test.
Drop Test.

Retain as is with 24 items.
New name ORIEMTATION TEST.

Retain as is with 20 items
New name MAP TEST




; Table 9.2

Summary of Chanjes to Computer-Administered Pilot Trial Battery Measures

Test Name

Changes

COGNITIVE/PERCEPTUAL TESTS

Demograbhfcs

Simple Reaction Time
Choice Reaction Time

Perceptual Speed & Accuracy

Target Identification
Shori-Term Memory

Cannon Shoot

Number Memory
PSYCHOMOTOR TESTS

Target Tracking 1

Target Tracking 2

Target Shoot

Eliminate race, age, and typing experience
items. Retain SSN and video experience
items.

No changes.
Increase number of items from !5 to 30.

Reduce items from 48 to 36. Eliminate word
items.

Reduce items from 48 to 36. Eliminate
moving items. Allow stimuli to azppear at
mere angles of rotation.

Reduce items from 48 to 36. Establish a
single item presentation and probe delay
period.

Reduce items from 48 to 36.

Reduce items from 27 to 18. Shorten item

strings. Eliminate item part delay pericds.

Reduce items from 27 to 18. Increase item
difficulty.

Reduce items from 27 to 13. Increasa item
difficulty.

Reduce items from 40 to 30 by =2'iminating
the extremely easy and extremeiy diffi-
cult items.
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Table 2.3
Summary of Changes to Pilot Trial Battery Versions of Asses:ment of

txperiences (ABLE) and Army Voiational [nlerest
Career Examination (AVQICL)
Joyentory/Scale Name Changes

ABLE Tota! Decrease from 270 to approximately
139 items.

AVOICE Total Decrease from 309 vo approximately
228 items.

AVOICEt Expressed Interest Scale Drop scale.

AVOICE Single Item Holland Scaies Drop scales.
AVOICE Agriculture Scale Drop scale.

Organizat{ona1 Ciimate/Environment Move to criterion measure booklet
Preference Scales (delete from AVOICE booklet).

-

3 In addition to the changes outlined in this tabie by inventory/scale,
it was recommended that all ABLE item response npticns be standard-
ized as three-option responses and all AVOICE item response cptions
be standardized as five-option responses.
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tency (alpha = 83 vs .65 and separately timed, split-half confficients

w .78 vs .63) and test-retest (.64 vs .57), as well as a higher unicueness
estimate (.49 vs .37). MRcasoning 1 was retainec with no item or time Timit
changes ond Reasoning 2 was dropped. Reasoning 1 was renamed Reasoning
Test.

Three tests measured the Spatial Orientation construct in the Pilot
Trial Battery. Orientation I was dropped because it showed lower {est-
retest reliabilities (.67 vs .80 and .84) and higher gain scores (.63 SD
units vs .1Y and .08 SD units). In addition, we modified the instructions
for Orientation 2 because field test experience had indicated that the PTB
instructions were not as clear as they should be. Oriontation 2 was re-
named Orientation Test. Orientation 3 was retained with no changes and
renamed Map Test.

Changes to Perceptual/Psychomotor Qemggfgr-Admin1;tered Tests

Before describing the changes made to specific perceptual/psychomotor
tests in the computer-administered vattery, we describe several improve-
ments to the computer battery as a whole,

icaticns in Computer Administration Procedures. The general

changes included the following:

S

et R e,

1. Virtually all test instructions were-modified, in these ways:
e Most instructions were shortened ceonsiderably.

® Names of buttons, slides, and switches on the response pedestais
were written in capital Jetters whenever they appeared in the
instructions (e.qg., BLUE, VERTIZAL, RIGHT) to attract subjects’
attention faster and wore effectively.

o Test terms and jargon were standardized. For example, in the
PTB test instructions. the response pedestal was at various
times called the "testing panel," tha “response panel," and the
"response pedestal." In the Trial Battery instructions, this
apparatus was always referred to as the "response pedestal."

e Where possible, the following standard outline was used in pre-
paring the instructions:

-- Test name

-- One-sentence description of the purpose of the test

-- Step-by-step test instructions

-- One practice item

-- Brief re-scatement of test instructions

-- Two or three additional practice items

-- Instructions tn call test administrator if there are questions
about the test

2. Whenever test items had a correct responsa, the subject was given
feedback on the practice items to indicate whether he/she had
answered the item corroctly.
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3. Rest periods were @liminated from the battery. (Previously, there
were rest periods between the first haif and second half of the
items within several of the tests.) This was feasible because most
tests were shortened.

4. The computer programs controlling test administration were merged
inte one super-program, eliminating the time required to load the
programs bhetween tests.

5. The format and parameters used in the software containing test
{tems were reworded, so that the software was more "self-documented.”

6. The total time ailowed for subjects to respond to a test item {or,
in other words, response time limit) was set at 9 seconds for all
reaction time tests (Simple and Choice Reaction Time, Short-Term
Memory, Perceptual Speed and Accuracy, and Target Identification).
In the PTB versicen the response time 1imit had varied from test to
test, for no particular reason. The field test data showed that,
on almost all trials of all reaction time tesis, subjects were able
to respond within 9 seconds. Thereforse, the 9-second time limit
was adopted as a standard.

7. Also, with regard to the reaction time tests, the software was
chanced so that the stimulus for an item disappeared when the
subject 1ifted his/ner hand from the home button (in order to make
a response). Subjects are instructed not to 1ift their hands from
the hone buttons until they have determined the correct response;
in this manner, separate measures of decision and movement time can
be obtained. However, more than a few of the field test subjects
continued to study the item stimulus Lo determine the correct
response after leaving the home buttons. By causing the item to
disappear, we hoped to eliminzte thar problem.

A1l of the changes tc the ovarall computer-administered test battery
cescribed above, and the individua) test changes described below, were
subjected to a ceries of small sample trycuts (N < 6 in each tryout) at the
Minneapolis Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS). These tryouts were
for the purpose of insnecting and evaluating the software changes {in-
cluaing test items), eiiciting feedback about instruction changes and
insuring that the time needed to take the computer-administered test bat-
tery was within the tim? that would be available for the upcoming Concur-
rent Validation phase of Project A. No data were analyzed 23 a result of
these tryouts becauss the total N was too small (less than 40), but they
fulfilled the purpose of iasuring that all changes were made correctly and
were achieving the end desired.

Chences to Content of Tests Administered by Computer. We turn now to
a descripticn of the specific changes made to the individual computer-

administered tests for use in the Trial Battery.

In the demogranhic sectior of the computer battery, items asking about
age, race, and typing experience were deleted. Informaticn on age and race
is available ¥rom other scurces. Typing erperience is no longer relevant
since subjacts’ responses are now obtained via the response pedestal in-



stead of a standard keyboard.

No changes were recommended for Simple Reaction Time. However, we re-

randomized the order of the pretrial intervals (the interval between the
time the subject depresses the home button keys and the appearance of the
trial stimulus). This was done because the pretrial intervals (the order
of these intervals had been randomly determined) tended to increase over
trials 7-14, then dropped precipitously for trial 15; as a result, mean
response time for trial 15 was significantly higher than mean response
times for the previous several trials. Re-randomization was therefore
considered desirable, to remove this abnormality.

The number of items in Chofce Reaction Time was increased from 15 to
30 in an attempt to increase the test-retest reliability for mean reaction
time on this test.

Twelve items were eliminated from Perceptual Speed and Accuracy (re-
duced from 48 to 36 items), primarily to save time. Internal censistency
estimates were high for scores on this test (.83, .96, .88, and .74 for
Percent Correct, Mean Reaction Time, Slope, and Intercept, respectively),
so item reduction did not seem to be cause for concern in that regard.
Test-retest reliabilities were lower than internal consistencies, but it

was not clear that item reduction would affect this greatly. The 12 items

eliminated were all the "word" items (see Chapter 5 for a description of
the item types in this test) rather than any of the alpha, numeric, sym-
boiic, or mixed items, because word items were not used to caiculate two of
the scores, Slope and Intercept.

Several changes were made to the JTarget Identification Test. First,
one of the two item types--the "moving" items--was eiiminated. Field test

data showed that scores on the "moving" and stationary items corre-

lated .78, and the moving items had lower test-retest reliabilities than
stationary items (.54 vs .74) and also had lower uniqueness estimates (.44
vs .56). Also, two item parameters were modified. A1l target objects
were made the same size (50% of the size of the objects depicted as pos-
sible answers) since field test analyses indicated size had had no appreci-
able effect on reaction time. A third level of angular rotation was added
so the target objects were rotated either 09, 459, or 75°. Theoretically,
and as found in past research, reaction time is expected to increase with
greater argular rotation. Two of the item parameters were not changed
(position of correct response object and direction of target object).
Finally, the number of items was reduced from 48 to 36 in order to save
time. Internal consistency and test-retest estimates indicated that the
level of risk attached to this reduction would be acceptable. (For Mean
Reaction Time, the internal consistency estimate was .96 and the test-
retest estimate was .67.) The reduction from 48 to 36 items was accomp-
lished by retaining 12 of the 24 "moving" items (which were to be elimin-
ated as an item type, see just above) as stationary items. That is, the
items had the same parameters they possessed as "moving" items, but were
presented as "stationary" items. The retzined items were those that had
the proper item parameters to allow a balanced number of items in each of
the cells defined by crossing the item parameters. The test, as modified,
had two items in each of 18 cells determined by crossing angular rotation
{09,459, 75%), position of correct response object (left, center, or middle
of screen), and direction of target object (left-facing or right-facing).
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One item parameter, probe delay period, was aliminated from the Short-
Jerm , while two others, item type (symbolic vs. letter) and
item length (1, 2, or 5 objects) were retained. Analyses of field test
data showed that probe delay period did not significantly affect Mean
Reaction Time scores. To save time, 12 items were eliminated. (Elimin-
ating the probe delay period did not result in any reduction in {tems.)
Two of the three most important scores for this test appeared to have high
enough reliabilities to withstand such a reduction (internal consistency
and test-retest estimates were .94 and .78, respectively for Mean Reaction
Time, .52 and .47 for Slope, and .84 and .74 for Intercept). Items were
eliminated by deleting those items that had the lowest item-total score
correlation, within the limitation of maintaining balance in the distribu-
tion of items across the cells defined by item parameters.

Finally, the software controlling the administration of this test was
rewritten in an attempt to reduce the amount of missing data occurring on
the test. Field test data indicated that some subjects apparently did not
completely understand the instructions, and completed items inappro-
priately, causing missing data (specifically, they released the home but-
tons after the item’s stimulus set disappeared but before the probe ap-
peared). The rewritten software gave feedback to the subject if an item
was inappropriately completed. If a subject completed three items inappro-
priately, he/she was told (by a message on the screen) to call the test
administrator for further instructicn; also, the test would not continue
unE;] t?e administrator made a sequence of button pushes (unknown to the
subject).

The number of items on the Cannon Shoot Test was reduced from 48 to
36, again to save time. Internal consistency and test-retest reliabilities
for the Time Error Score were high enough (.88 and .66, respectively) to
warrant such reduction without the expectation of a significant impact on
reliability.

Also, the items were modified to eliminate two problems observed
during the field tests. First, on some items, the target was actually not
on the screen as it began its movement toward the cannon’s line of fire.
Second, on some items, the subject had to fire at the target almost as scon
as it appeared on the screen in order to hit the target with the cannon
shell. Such items provided subjects with 1ittle or no opportunity to
determine the speed and direction of the target, and thus to use movement
Judyment, which was the construct we intended t¢ measure. Therefore, the
test was medified so that all targets are visible on the screen at the
beginning of the trial and so that the subject is given at least a couple
seconds to view the speed and direction of the target before the target
reaches the optimal fire point.

Two modifications were made to Number Memory to reduce test adminis-
tration time. The item part delay period was made a constant {1 second)
rather than treated as a parameter with two levels (0.5 and 2.5 seconds),
and the item string length (number of parts in an item) was changed from 4,
6, or 8 parts to 2, 3, or 4 parts. These changes drastically reduced the
time required to complete the test. As a result, no reduction in the
number of items, as had been recommended (see Table ¢.2) was necessary.

The Trial Battery version of this test had 28 items, constructed so that
there were 13 replications of the four arithmetic operations (add, sub-
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tract, multiply, and divide).

Identical kinds of changes were made to the Target Tracking 1 and
2 tests. Internal consistency and test-retest reliability
estimates were relatively high for these tests (internal consistency ~ .97
for both, test-retest = .68 and .77, tor Tests 1 and 2, respectively), so
we felt confident we could reduce the number of items from 27 to 18 in
order to save time.

The difficulty of the test items was increased by increasing the speed
! of the crosshair and the target. This was done because field test data
' indicated that the Mean Distance Score was positively skewed; thus, the
items appeared not to be differentiating very well among high ability
subjects. By increasing the difficulty of the items, we hoped to create a
more normal distribution of scores. Related to this, we used the ratio of
target to crosshair speed as a test parameter, rather than target speed.
It seewed to make sense that, given a particular crosshair speed, the ratio
woulg be a better indicator of item difficulty than the actual target
speed.

Finally, we modified the software controlling test administration so
that the crosshair could not travel off the screen. During the field test,
if a subject moved his/her crosshair so that it traveled off the screen (a
not infrequent occurrence when the target was near the edge of the screen),
he/she would lose sight of the crosshair. This caused problems for some
subjects, who seemed not to know what to do when this happened.

’ Several changes were made to the Jarget Shoot Test. First, all test
{tems were classified according to three parameters: crosshair speed,
ratio of target to crosshair speed, and item complexity (i.e., number of
turns/mean segment length). Then, items were revised in order to achisve a
balanced number of items in each cell when the levels of these parameters
were crossed. This had the result of "un-confounding" these parameters so
that analyses could be made to see which parameters contributed to item
difficulty.

Second, extremely difficult items were eliminated and item presen-
tation times (the time the target was visible on the screen) were increasad
to a minimum of about 6 seconds (and a maximum of 10 seconds). This was
done to eliminate a severe missing data problem for such items (as much as
40%), discovered during field tests. Missing data occurred when subjects
failed to "fire" at a target. Time-to-Fire and Distance From Target scores
could not be computed in these cases. These "no-fires" were found to occur
where the target moved very rapidly or made many sudden changes in direc-
tion and speed, or the item lasted only a few seconds. Thus, the elimina-
tion of such items and increase in item time were intended to obviate the
missing data problem. To save testing time, the number of items was re-
duced from 40 to 30, primarily by eliminating the extremely easy items.
(Although test-retest reliabilities were only .48 and .58 for Mean Time-to-
Fire and Mean Log Distance scores, respectively, we thought that solving
the missing data problem would allow us to reduce the absolute number of
items and still maintain this level of test-retest reliability.)

Finally, we added a feedback message to this test that reminded the
subjects to press the red button (or "fire") when they had the craosshairs
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on the target, {f the subject failed to do so on the first vractice item.
This was done be:scuse a small parcentage of subjects in the field test did

] not read the instructions carefully and treated this as 3 tracking test,

A {.e., they did not "fire" at the target untii several items had been

. attempted. Usually the test administrator noticed this lapse by subjects,
but ptacing this feedback message gave greater assurance that subjects
would complete the test properly.

Changes to Non-Cognitive Measures (ABLE and AVWICE)

Table 9.4 presents a summary of the item-reduction changes that were
mada from the Pilot Trial Battery to the Trial Battery versions of the ABLE
and AVOILE, as projected in Table 9.3. We needed to effect a 26 vercent
decrease in the total number of ABLE and AVOICE items. The goal in this
revision was to decrease items on a scale-by-scale basis, while preserving

N the basic heterogeneity of each scale. The strategy adopted to accomplish
- this was as follows for each scale:

1. Sort items into content categories.
2. Rank order within category, based on item-scale correlations.

3. Drop last item in each category until desired number of itoms for
that scale had been deleted.

Table 9.5 1ists the ABLE scales and the numher ov items in each for
the Pilot Trial Battery version and for the subsequent Trial Battery.
Overall, the ABLE was decreased from 270 items to 209 items. In addition
to deleting items, we standardized all response options on the2 ABLE by (1)
changing the several four- and five.option responses to three-option re-
sponses and (2) ordering the response options so that the "highest" ov
"most" option (e.g., "All of the time") appeared first, and the "lowest" or
"least” option (e.g., "None of the time") appeared third. Also, one last
check was made to see whether there weve still any response options that
had such low endorsement rates as to be useless. A few such items were
found, and their response options slightly modified.

AVOICE scale revisions are listed in Table 9.6. The total number of
AVOICE jtems was decreased from 309 to 214. Thirty-eight of these 214 are
items on the Work Environment Preference scales. It was decided to take
this whole section out of the AVDICE booklet and include it in one of the
criterion measure booklets, where a bit more administration time was avail-
atle. Thus, 176 items remained in the AVQICE booklet.

As can be seen in Table 8.6, the decisior was made to delete *he
Agriculture scale, the six single-item Holland scales, and the eight Ex-
pressed Interest items. There were no pariicularly compelling technical or
psychometric reason for eliminating these scales; again, it was primarily a
pragmatic decisien in order to reduce tha time necessary to complete the
inventory. Reductions made on the remaining AVOICE scales were accom-
plished using the same strategy as that for cthe ABLE, decreasing scale
length while preserving heterogeneity. The only items that had fewer than
five response options were deleted in the above-described revisions, so the
resultant Trial Battery AVOICE was made up entirely of five-option re-
sponses, from "Like Very Much" to "Dislike Very Much."
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Table %.4
Summary of Item Reduction Changes for ABLE and AVOICE

T T

No. of ltems

No. of Items Recommended a
in P18 for Trial Battery

ABLE 270 199
AVOICE, excluding 269 188
Organizational
Climate/Environment
Scales , ‘
AVOTCE, Organizatiunal 40 40
«limate/Environment
Scales
Total 579 427

No. of [tems
jn_Yrial Battery

209

176

38

423

3 Based on IPR and SAG meetings described earlier in this chapter and sum-

marized in Table 9.3.
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Table 9.5
Nusber of items in Pilot Trial Battary and Trial Battery Vevsions

of ABLE Scales
No. of
Items No. of Items
ABLE Scile in PiB in Trial Battery
Emoticonal Stability 29 18
Self-Esteem 15 12
Cooperativeness 24 18
Conccienticusness ‘ 21 18
Nondelinqguency 24 20
Traditional Values 16 11
: Work Orientation 2 19
Internal Control 21 16
Energy Lavel 25 21
. Lominance 16 i2
Physical Condition 9 6
) Adventure 8 3
o Unlikely Virtues 12 12
" (Social Desirability)
;;» Self-Knowledge 13 13
B Nen-Random Responses 8 8
Poor Impression 24 23
ABLE Total? 270 209

2 This figure is not the simple sum of the number of items in each scale,
since some items {e.g., on the Poor Impressicn Scale) are scored on more
than one scale.
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Teble 4.6
Rumber. of Itams in Pilot Trial Batyery and Trial Battery Versions
f ANQICE Scals

al
No. of
[tems No. of Items

SYQICE Scale in_PIB in Trial Batterv
Marisman 5 5
Agriculture 5 0
Mathematics L) 5
Aasthetics 5 5
Leadershin 6 6
Electronic Communication 7 6
Automated Data Processing 7 6
Teacher/Counseling 7 6
Dra®ting 7 6
Audioyraphics 7 5
Armor/Cannon 8 7
Vehicle/Equipment Operator 10 6
Outdoors 9 ]
Infantry 10 9
Science/Chemical Cperations 11 7

Supply Administration 13 7

Office Administration 16 10

Law Enforcement 16 9
Mechanics 16 10
Electronics 20 12

Heavy Combat/Construction 23 13
Medical Services' 24 12

Food Service 17 11
Adventure 6 e
Single-Item Holland Scales 6 0
Expressed Interest 8 0
Organizatioral Climate/

Environment Preferences 40 38 (moved to crite-
L ____ rion booklet)

AVOICE Totald 309 214

3 This figure is not th2 simple sum of the number of items in each scale
since some items (e.g., on the Adventure Scale) are scored on more than
one scale.




DESCRIPTION OF THE TRIAL BATTERY AND SUMMARY COMMENTS

In this chapter we have described the revisions made to the Pilot
Trial Battery that produced the Trial Battery. In essence, the Trial
Battery is a shortened and improved version of the Pilot Trial ".attery used
in the field tests. The Trial Battery was designed to be administered in a
period of 4 hours and will be used during the Concurrent Validation phase
of Project A.

Figure 9.2 shows a general description of the Trial Battery. These
are the measures that were the product of the revisions just described.
Appendix H contains copies of the Trial battery measures (Appendix H is in
& separate limited-distribution report, ARI Research Note in preparation,
as notad on p. xiv).

As already noted, the Trial Battery’s intended use is as a predictor
battery in the Concurrent Validation phase of Project A. Those data will
allow the replication of analyses described here on a much larger sample
(approximately 10,000). In addition, job performance criterion data will
be collected which will allow an examination of the validity of Trial
Battery measures for predicting soldiers’ job performance. All of this
information will be used to make revisions to the Trial Battery, thereby
producing the Experimental Battery that will be used in a Longitudinal
Validation effort in 1986 and later years. (See Figure 1.2 for a flow
chart showing the relationships between the Pilet Trial Battery, Trial
Battery, and Experimental Battery.)

Whatever the outcome of those future efforts, we think the
development, pilot testing, and field testing leading up to the Trial
Battery has reached the intended objectives. As already noted in Chapter 1
(see Task 2: Progress Summary), the measures developed came from a
careful, structured process that identified the "best bets" for improving
the prediction of soldiers’ job performance. The new measures were
developed using an iterative process that resulted in steady improvements
guided by data. Procedures for efficiently and effectively administering
the measures were developed along with the measures themselves. Finally,
careful scrutiny of the psychometric characteristics of the measures shows
them to be satisfactory to excellent in that regard.
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COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL TESTS

Name
Reasoning Test 30
Object Rotation Test 20
Orientation Test 24
faze Test 24
Map Test z0
Assembling ObJjects Test 32

PERCEPTUAL/PSYCHOMOTOR COMPUTER-ADMINISTERED TESTS

Number of Items

Name Number of Items
Cemographics 2
Reaction Time 1 15
Reaction Time 2 30
Memory Test 36
Target Tracking Test 1 18
Perceptual Speed and Accuracy Test 36
Target Tracking Test 2 18
Number Memory Test 28
Canacen Shoot Test 36
Target identification Test 36
Target Shoot Test 30

NOM-COGNITIVE PAPER-AND-PENCIL INVENTORICS

Time Limit
12  minutes
7.5 minutes
10 minutes
5.5 minttes
12 minutes
16 minutes

Approximate Time

minutes
minutes
ninutes
minutes
minutes
minutes
minutes
minutes
minutes
minutes
minutes

—
N NONN0NWMN N

Nare Number of Ttems Approximate Time
Assessment of Background and Life Expariences 209 35 minutes
(ABLE)
Army Vocational Interest Career Examination 176 20 minutes
{AVOICE)
Figure 9.2. Description of Trial Battery measures.
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APPENDIX A

Data Bases Searched
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PSCYIN:0, (Commonly known as Psyec Abstracts) This file s prcduced by

the Anarican Fsychological Associlation and ccovers the world's jireracure

in psychology and relacad behavioral and social sciencas such as psychiacry,
seciology, authrepology, education, pharmacology, and linguistics. The
folloving ganeral fields are covered: applied psychology, educacional
psychology, experimental human and animal psycholegy, experimental socizl
psychology, generxl psychology, personality, physical and psychological
disorders, physiological interventiocn, physiological pathology, professional
personnel and issues, psychomecrics, social processes and issues, treatment
and pravention.

CPOM. (Covernment Princing Office Monthly Catalog) This file 1s produced
by tha Superintendent of Documeats, Unired States Government Printing
Office and indexes the public documencs generacted by the legislative

branch, exacutive branch, and all sgencies of the United States Federal
Covernment. Some publications from the judicial branch are also included.
ihe subjects covered are agriculture, commerce, defense, health and humzn
services, education enargy, housing, interinr, justice, labor, state, trans-
portation, and treasury. )

NTIS. (Natlonzl Technical Information Service) This file is produced

sy the Nacicaal Technical Informecion Service of the U.S. Deparcment of
Commerca. The data base consists of government-sponscred research, devel-~
opment, and engineering reporcs as well as other anzlyses prepcred by
government agencias, their contrazcturs, or jranrees. The following are
representative of che subjent areas: administration and management; aero-~
pautics znd serodynamies; agriculture and food; astronomy and astrophysics;
atmospheric sciences; behuvior and society; biomedical technoliogy and
engireering; building induscry technology; business and economics; chemistry;
eivil enzinmering; communication; computers, conttol, and ‘nformation theory;
electrotechnology; energy; environmencal pollution and contrcl; health
planning; induszrial and mechanical enginesring; library and informacion
seiences; matarials sciences; mathemztical sciences; medicine and biology;
adlitary sciences; missile technology; natural resources and earth sciences;
navigstion, guidance, and control; nuclear science and technology; ocean
¢echnology and enginezring; phocography and recording devices; physics; pro=-
pulsion and fuels; space technology; transportation; urban and regional
technology .

FRIC. (Educational Rescurces Iuformation Center) This daca file is pro~
duced by The National Inaritute of Education and covers the following
.gubject areas: adult, career, and vocational education; counseling and
personnel sarvizes; early childhood education; educaticnal managcment;
tandicapped and gifred children; higher educacion; infurmacion resources;
juniqr colleges; .. tages and linguistics; reading and cummunicaticn
ckills: r.ral educu .23 awd sms'l schnols; science, matherarics, and
envivemantal education; socilal strdiies/sonisl scilence educacion; teacher
sducation; tests, mossurement, and evaluaticn; and urban education.
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BSCI & $SCY. (Social Scisearch) These files ara produced by the Tnstituca
for Scicnfifie Information (ISI) and constitucte an imcarpacionsl, multi-
disciplinary index ro the litaracur: of tha soctal, beshavioral, aad valaced
scionces. Subjects included fa the daza Dass are anchropolagy, archaeology, 1
LTes stud’es, businass and finance, conmunication, coemunirty hgaleh, cximin-
'slogy and panology, damography, economics, education rasesrch, efhnic group
studles, geography, history, faformation/lidbrary scienca, intarnationsl ra- s
‘1ations, law, liaquistics, wmansgement, mavtketing, philosophy, pviitical ﬁ

., sedenca, psychology, psychiacxy, sociology, staciscics, and srban plamning
and davalopwment.

M

$SIE. (Smithsoniam Science Information Exchange) This fila is produced by Y

~ the Smithsvnian Sciance Information Exchange and concains abscraces of :
rosearch either in progress or completed in tha past tvo yeara. The daca
buses ecncompass al)l fialds of basic and appliied ressarch in cthe physical,
social, engineering, anc iife scicnces including: agniculrural sciances,
behavioral sciences, biolegical scienczc, chemistry and chemical engineerirg,
easth scisnces, electronice, cngineering materials, machemacics, nadical
sciences, physics, soclal sciesuces and aconcmics.

DTIC. (Defansa Technical Infor.acion Cencar) This file is produced by chw
‘Defansa Logistics Agency. It wakes available from one cantral repos:tory
the thousands of reseacch and development reports produced each year hy
U.S. military crganizations aad their contractors and grancees. Dafense
facilities and cheir concractors ara required o suomit to DTIC copies of
each raport (up o and including SECRET) thac formally records seiencific
snd tcchaical tasults of Dafeusa-sponsored research, development, tast,

apd evaluation. Although creates originally to sarve the milicary, DTIC
services habe baen extendcd to all federul goverument agencies and chair
CONnLractors, sudeontiractors, and grantees.
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APPENDIX B

Copies of Article Review and Pregicior Review Forms
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K I
Articla Code , - Reviaver Inicisl
ARIICLE REVIFW TORM

S weva . 2 Ve

CITATIOK

AI

m Article D Book/Monograph D Taxt Hemual D Tachnical Report [j Others

D Check here if not reviewed; explsin why below:

AYSTRACT

Predictor Rev
Foru Codes:

LIS OF PREDICTORS

C.

A S LTI s M L (T I A e TSN R A e R e N I RN e e W T 2



[J Job Profictancy [} Training Perfornance [[] other

Type and Method of tsrimation:

Description:
-t
8
=
] Davelopwment:
Reliability: Descriptive Statiscics (N, x, S.D.):
Value(s)

DESCRIPTION OF CRITERION MEASURES

[] Job Proficiency [] Training Perfornance [] Other

Description:
a.
o~
]
(=1
P
E
= Development:
x]
Reliability: Descriprive Stacistics (N, x, S.D.):
Value(s)

Type and Method of Estimation:
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£ = SANPLES

SAMPLE 1

SAMPLE 2

SAMPLE 3

Purpose:

Dascription:
Race
) B Asian Hisp An Ind Other Total
ul i | | | [
Sax: r | | ] | | |
Total ' | ' I I l
Age: = $.D, Range Median
Educ: x §.D. Range _ Median
(Explain, 1f scale: )
Purpose:
Description:
Race
w B Asian Hisp Am Ind Other Total
Sex: ¥ li '
r |
‘I'otal' I ' I I |
Ag;: x S.D. Range __ Median
"Educ: x s.h. Range Msdian
(Explain, if scale: )
Purpose:
Description:
Race
u B Asian Hisp Am Ind Other Total
s wlt 1 | i | |
ex:
T | | .
‘Iotall _l l ‘ J J'
Age: X s.D. - Range Median o
Educ: x s.D. Range Median
(Explain, if scale: ‘ )




Methsdslogy: Check all that apply.

Criterion relacted: concurrent

friterion related: predictive

Centent validicy

Factor Analytic.or Psychomecric .
Reanslysis, teview, or surmary of Jata or past studies

Other:
Ditails of Methodology:

gooaooa

HETHODOLOCY

r.

a




OTHER RESULTS

c.

REVIEWER'S CUIRIENTS

fl.

Opinions sbout research design, etc.
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Predictor Code Reviever Inicials
PREDICIOR REVIEW FORM

Pradicior Title:
Consrruet (Taxon): _

Intended to measura:

Brinf d@scziption of pradictor:

Dascription of items/tasks:

DESCRIPTION OF PREDICTOR

A,

Number of items/trials:
Power/Speaded/ _ Time Limic/Approx. Tioe

Adoinistration Procecdures:

Scoring Procedures:

Fublisher Clue: . Article Cole: A -
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D. CORAELATIONS WITH OTHER PREDICTCRS

[
|
;,,; Value N Type Method of Estimation
g
et
b
]
8
&
"
"
Mean S.D. )2} Group Description
g
&d
W
(3]
(%]
P4
[~ ]
R’y
(2]
=
2
3]
x N Predfctor Nescrintion

(Describe sanpie(s), eircunstances, etc., 1f necessary.)




leasure

Critavion

=l

M

VIY3LlINO H1IIA SNOLLVI3¥H0D

‘d

(Describe sample, etc., if necessary.)
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APPENDIX C

Names and Definiticns of Predictor and Criterion Variables
Used in Expert Judgment Task
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Constract Name

Verbal Comprehension

Numerical Computacion

Use of Formulatione
and Number Problems
Word Problems

Reading Comprehension

Two~Dimensional Mental
Rotation

Three-Dimensional Mental
Rotation

Inductive Reasoning:
Concept Formation

Spatial Visualization

Deductive Logic

Field Dependence

Perceptual Speed and
Accuracy

List of 53 Predictor Variables ldentificd For
Inclusion in the Expert Judgment Task

PREDICTOR VARIABLES
Definition

Measures knowledge of the meaning of words and their
relationships to each other.

Measures speed and accuracy in performing simple
erithmetic operations, i.e., additicn, subtraction,
aultiplication, and divieion.

Measures the ability to correctly use aigebraic
formulae to solve number problems.

Measures the ability to select and organize relevant in-
formation to correctly solve mathematical word problems.

Measures the ability to read and understand written
material.

Measures the ability to identify a two-dimensional
figure when seen at different engular orientations
within the picture plane.

Measures the ability to identify a three-dimensionsl

object, projected ou a two-dimeusional plane, when
sean at different angular orientations either within

the picture plane or about the aunis in depth.

Measures the ability to discover a rule or principle
and apply it in soiving a problem.

Measures the ability to mentally manipulate the compo~
nents of a two- or three-dimensional figure into other
arrangements.

Ability to use logic and judgment in drawing conclusions
irom available information. Given a test of facts and

a set of conclusions, deductive logic refers to the
ability to determine whether the conclucions flow
logically from the facts.

Ability to find a simple form when it is hidden in a
complex pattern. Given a visual percept or configur-
ation, field dependence (or independence, more accurately)
refers to the ability to hold it in mind so as to dis-
embed it from other well-defined perceptual material.

Ability to perceive visual information quickly and ac-
curately and to perform simple processing tasks with it
(e.g., comparisons). This requires the ability tn make
rapid scanning movements without being distracted by ir-
relevant visual stimuld, and aleo measures memory, work-
ing epeed, and asometimes eye--hand coordination.
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PRFDICTOR VARIABLES
Construct Name vefinition

Mechanical Comprehensicn Ability to learn, comprehend, and reason with mechani-
cal terms. More specifically, this is the ability to
perceive and understand the relationship of physical
forces and mechanical elements in practical sitcuations.

Rote Memory Measures the akility to recall previously learned but
unrelated item pairs.

Place Memory (Visual Abiiity to remembev the configuration, location, and
Memory) orientation of figural material

Ideational Fluency Ability to rapidly generate ideas about a given topic
or exemplars cf a class of objects.

Follow Directions Measures ability to follow simple and complex «.:ractiors.

Analogical Reasoning Measurras the gbility to identify the underlying prin-
ciples governing relationships between pairs of object: .

Figural Reasoning Measures ability to generate and apply hypotheses about
principles governing the relationship among several
figures.

Spatial Scanning Measures the ability vo visually survey a complex

field to fird a particuiar configuration representing
a pathway through the field.

Omnibus Measures of Measures general mental ability or generul attitude.
Intelligence/Aptitude

Word Fluency Ability to rapidly think of words.

Verbal and Figural Meagures ability tu identify objects or words giver
Closure sketchy or partial infoimation.

Processing Efficiency Speed of reactions to simply stimuli.

Selective Attention This is the ability to attend to a target stimulus

when presented with two or more stimuli simultaneously.

Time-Sharirg Time-sharing is the abilitv to perform two or more
tasks simultarcously.

Multilimb Coordination Multilimt coordiiation is the ability to coordinate
the simultaneous movement of two or more limbs. This
ability 1s general to tasks requiring coordination of
any two limbs {e.g., two hands, two feet, one foot
and owve hand). It 7s most commun to tasks where the
body is at rest (e.g., seated or standirg) while two
or more liabs are in motion.
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PREDICTOR VARIABLES
Coustruct Name Rif}ﬁiﬂiﬁﬂ

Control Precision Contyee! precision is the ability to make fine, highly
controlled (but not over—cuntroliled) muscular move-
ments necesaary to adjust ar pogition a machine av
equipment contvel mechanlzm. This ability 1s general
to taske requiving motor adjustments in vesponse to a
stimulus whose speed and/or direction of movemeont are
perfertly predictable. This ability is critical in
sitvations where the wotor adjustwments wmust be both
vopid and pracise. The atility extends to arm~hand
aevenents as well as Lo leg movements.

Rate Control Rate control fs the ablilitv to wake cemtinuous antici-
patory muscuiar wmovements necessary to adjust or posi-
tion a machine or egnipment control mechanism. Thig
ability is general to tasks requiring motor adjustc-
ments or wovements 1l response te a moviug stimulus
which is changing speed and/or direction in a randem
or unpredictable mannar. The ablility applies to com-—
pensatory tracking of the stimulus as well as follow-
ing pursult of the stimuluc.

Manual Dexterity Manual dexterity is the abiiity to wmake skillful, co~
ordinated movements of the hand or the arm and hand.
This ability most typicallv applies to tasks involv-—
ing r:ripulatlon of moderately large aobjects (e.g.,
biocks, wuineils, etc.) under speeded conditions.

Finger Dexterity Finger dexterity 15 i abllicy to make skiliful, co-~ ’
ordinated, highly countuislizt movements of the fingers.
This atiiity applies primarli!'v i fasks iavelvisg
manipulation of objects with the finge.s.

Track Tracing Test Designed to mea.ure arw-hand steadiness.

Wrist-Fiager Speed The ability to carry out very rapid, discrete move-
ments of the fingers, hands, and wrists. This ability
applies priwmarily to tasks in which the accuracy of
the movewent is not a major concern. This ability is
determined entirzly by the speec with which the wmova-
ment I8 carried out.

Alming The ability to make very precise, accurate hand move-
ments under highly-speeded conditions. This ability
is dependent upon very precise eye-hand coordination.

Speed of Arm Movement This ability involves the speed with which discrete
arm movemeil.ts can be made. The ability derals with
the speed with which the movement can be carried out
after 1t has been initiated.
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Lonstruct Nase

Involvement {n
Athletics and
Physical Counditloning

Energy Level

Cooperativeness

Soclability

Traditional Values

Dominance

Self-esteem

Conscientiousness

Locus of Control

PREDICTUR VARIABLES
Definition
Frequency and degree of participation {n sports, exer-
cise, and physical activity. Individuals high on this
dimension actively participate in individual and teanm
sports and/or exercise vigorously several times per week.

Characteristic amount of ¢nergy and enthusiasm. The
person high in energy level is enthusiastic, active,
vital, optimistic, cheerful, zesty, and has the energy
to get tuings done.

Characteristic degree of pleasantness versus unpleas-
antness exhibited in interpersonal relations. The highly
cooperative person is pleasant, tolerant, taccful, help-
ful, not defensive, and generally easy to get along with.
HYis/her participation in a group adds cchesiveness.

Outgolinguness. The person high ia soclability is talk-
atlve, relates easily to others, is responsive and ex-
pressive in socf{al environments, readily becomes

lavolved in group activities, and has many relationships.

Personal views in areas such as authority, discipline,

soclal change, and religious commitment. The person
with traditional values accepts authority and the value
of discipline, 18 likely to be religious, values pro-
priety, and is counventional, conservative, and resistant

to social change.

Tendency to seek and enjoy positions of leadership and
influence over others. The highly dominant persen is
forceful and persuasive at those times when adopting
such characteristics is approprizte.

Degree of confidence in one's abilities. A person with

high self-esteem feels largely successful in past under-
takings and expects to succeed in future undertakings.

Characteristic amount of behavioral self-control. The
highly consclentious person is dependat ..., = . -¢ 1, well
organized, and disciplined. Thisz ... = r.erers svder
and thinks before acting.

Characteristic belief in the amourt of control people
have over rewards and punishments. The person with an
ianternal locus of control expects that there are conse-
quences asgociated with behavior and that people rcontrol
what happens to them by what they do. The person with
an external locus of control believes that what happens
to people is beyond their personal control.
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sonstruct Name

Fmotional Stability

Nondelinquency

Work Orientation

Realistic Interegts

Investigative Iaterests

Enterprising Interests

Artistic Interests

Soclal Interests

Conventional Interests

PREDICTOR VARYABLES

o fa et o s

Characteristic degree of stabllity vs. reactivity of
emctions. The emotionally stable person is generally
calm, displays an even mood, and is aot overly dis-
traught Iy streseful situations. He/she thinks clearly
and waintains composure and rationality in situations
of actual or perceived stress.

fmount of respect for laws and regulations as mani-
fested in attitudes and behavicr. The nondelinguent
personr 18 honest, trustworthy, wholesome, and law-
abiding. Such psrsons will have historiles devoid of
trouble with schooles and legal agencies.

Tendency to strive for competence in one's work. The
work-oriented person works hard, sets high standards,
tries te do a good job, endorses the work ethic, and
concentrates on and persists in completion uf the task
at hand.

Preference for concrete and tangible activities,
characteristics, and tasks. Pcrsons with realistic in-
terests enjoy, and are skilled in, the manipulation of
tools, machines, and animals, but flnd social and edu-
cational activities and situations aversive.

Preference for scholarly, intellectual, and scilentific
activities and tasks. Persons with investigative in-
terests enjoy analytical, ambiguous, and independent
tasks, but dislike leadership and persuasive activities.

Preference fo persuasive, asgsertive, and leadership

activities and taske. Persons with enterprising in-
terests may be characterized as ambitious, dominant,
gsoclable, and self-confident.

Preferences for unstructured, expressive, and ambig-
uous activities and tasks. Persons with artistic in-
terests may be characterized as intuitive, impulsive,
creative, and non~conforming.

Prefercnces for social, helping, ana feaching activities

and tasks. Persons with social interests may be charac-
terized as responsible, idealistic, and humanistic.

Preferences for well-ordered, systematic, and practical
activities and tasks. Persons with conventional inter-
ests may be characterized as conforming, unimaginative,
efticienc, and calm.
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1.

2.

3.

6‘

CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

Inspect mechsanical systems--test, measure, and/or use diagnestic
equipment as well as visual, aural and tactile senses, in
conjunction with technical information, to compare the operating
status of mechanical esquipment (e.g., engines, transmissions,
machineguns) and wmechanical components (e.g., bearings in an
slactrical generator) to standards of operating efficiency, and
to identify malfunctions.

Actions may include: analyze, read, operate

Troubleshoot mechanical systems-—-use test, measuring, and diagnostic
equipment, in conjunction with techaical information, to
determine the cause of malfunctions in mechanical equipment
(e.g., engines, transmissions, machineguns) and mechanical
components (e.g., bearings in an electrical generator).

Actions may include: analyze, read, calzulate

Repair mechanical systems--perform corrective actions on previously
dlagnosed malfunctions of mechanical equipment or wechanical
components using appropriate.tocls (e.g., wrenches, screwdrivers,
gauges, hsamers) in conjunction with technical informationm.

Actions may include: adjust, assembie/disassémble, install, fix,
teazd, work metal

Inspect fluid systems--use test, measuring, and diagnostic equipment,
&s well as visual, aural and tactile senses, in conjunction with
technical information, to determine the operating status of fluid
systems (e.g., hydrauliec, refrigeration, engine ccoling,
compressed air) in comparison to standards of operating
efficiency, and to identify malfunctions.

Actions may include: analyze, read, operate

Trcubleshoot fluid systems--use test, measuring and diagnostic
equipment, in conjuanction with technical information, to
determine the cause of malfunctions in fluid systems (e.g.,
hydraulic, refrigeration, engine cooling, compressed air),

Actions may include: analyze, read, calculate

Repair fluid systems--perform corrective actions cn previously
diagnosed malfunctions of fluid systems using appropriate tools
(e.g., wrenches, pressure gauges, soldering equipment) in con-
junccion with technical information.

Actfons way include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, install, fix,
read
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CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

7. 1Inspect electrical systems--use test, measuring, and diagnostic

9.

10.

12.

equipnent, as well as visual, aural and tactile senses, in
conjunction with technical information, to determine the
operating status of electrical systems (e.g., generators, wiring
harnessas, switches, relays, circuit breakers, motors, lights) in
comparison to standards of operating efficiency and to identify
nalfunctions.

Actions may include: Analyze, read, cperate

Troubleshoot electrical systems--use test, measuring and diagnostic
equipment, 1in conjunction with technical 4nformation, to
determine the cause of malfunctions in electrical systems (c.g.,
generators, wiring harnesses, switches, relays, circuit breakers,
motors, lights).

Actions may include: analyze, read, calculate

Repair electrical systems--perform corrective actions on previously
diagnosed malfuncticns of electrical systems and electrical
components using appropriate tools (e.g., pliers, wire strippers,
soldering irons) in conjunction with technical informationm.

Actions may include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, install, fix,
read

Inspect electronic systems-—use test, measuring and diagnostic
equipment, and to a limited extent, visual, aural, and tactile
senses, in conjunction with technical information, to compare the
operating status of electronic systems (e.g., communications
equipment, radar, missile and tank ballistics controls) to
standards of operating efficiency and to identify malfunctions.

Actions may include: analyze, read, operate

Troubleshoot electronic systems--use test, measuring, and diagnostic
equipment, in conjunction with technical information, to
determine the cause or locztiocn of malfunctions in electronics
systems (e.g., communication equipment, radar, missile and tank
ballistics controls).

Actions may include: analyze, read, calculate

Repair electronic systems--perform corrective actions on previously
diagnosed malfunctiou of electronic systems and electrounic
components using appropriate tools (e.g., test sets,
screwdrivers, pliers, soldering guns) in conjunction with
technical informarion.

Actions may include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, install, fix,
read
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

Repair metal--perform corrective actions (e.g., bend, cut, drill,
saw, weld, rivet, hammer, grind, solder, paint) to refabricate
metal structuras.

Actions may include: calculate, assemble/disassemble, fix,
conztruct, read, work metsl

Repair plastic and fiberglass structures--perform corrective actions
(e.g., measura, cut, saw, drill, saand, £il1, paint, glue) to
refabricate plastic and fiberglass structures.

Actions may include: calculate, assemble/disassemble, f£ix,
construct, read

Construct wooden buildings and other structures-—perform carpentry
activities (e.g., measure, saw, nail, plane) to frame, sheath and
toof buildings, or to erect trestles, bridges, piers, etc.

Actions may include: calculate, assemble/disassemble, install,
construct, read

Construct masonry buildings and structures——perform wmasonry activities
(e.g., measure, lay brick, pour concrets) to cnanstruct walls,
columns, field fortifications, etec.

Actions may include: coastruct, calculate, assemble/disassemble,
read

Pfepare parachutes--inspect cargo and personnel parachutes, repair
or replace faulty parachute components, and prepare (i.e., pack)
parachute for future air drop.

Actions may include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, pack/unpack,
fix, sew, read

Prepare equipment and supplies for air drop--fabricate and assembie
platforns, cushions, and rigging to parachute supplies, equipment
and vehicles; load, position and secure supplies and equipment in
sircraft.

Actions may include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, pack/unpack,
construct, transport

Install electronic components--place and interconnect electronic and
communication components and equipument (e.g., radios, antennas,
telephones, teletypewriters, radar, power supplies) and check
system for operation. '

Actions may include: adjust, assemfle/disassemble, install, read
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20.

21.

22.

23.

‘26,

26.

27.

CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

Operate electronic equipment--sat and adjust cthe controls of
electfonic components to operate electronic systems (e.g., radio,
radar, computer hardwars, missile ballistics controls).

Actiong may include: adjust, operate

Send and receive radic messages——use standardized radio codes and
procedures to transmit and raceive information.

Actions may include: signal, communicate, read

Operate keyboard device—type information using s typewciter, t2letype
or keypuach, or computer tarminal.

Actions may include: process, operate

Use maps in the field--read and interpret map symbols and identify
geography features in order to locate geography features and
field positions on the map, and to locate map features in the
field.

Actions may include: analyze, identify, read, calculate

Plan placement or use of tactical position-and f2atures--using maps
and on-site inspection, identify geographic positions or areas to
be used for cover and concealment or to place fortificitioms,
mines, detectors, chemicals, etc.

Actions may include: analyze, calculate, read

Place tactical eguipment and materials in the field--withcut using
heavy equipment (e.g., lifts, dczers), place mines, detectors,
chemicals, camouflage or othe: taciical items into pusition on
the battlefield.

Actions may include: use weapons, maneuver, transport, install
Detect and identily targets--using primarily sight, with cr without
optical systeme, locate potential turgets, and identify type
{e.g., tanks, troops, artillery) and threat (friend or foe);
veport information.
Acticas may include: communicate, analyze
Prepare heavy weapons for tactical use--transport, position and
assemble heavy tactical wezapons such as missiles, field

artillery, anti-aircraft systeums.

Actions may include: adjust, assemble/disassemble, install,
pack/unpack
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28.

29.

30.

3l.

32.

34.

35.

CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

Load field artillery or tank guns--manipulate breech controls and
handle sumunition (stow and load) to preparae guns for firing.

Actlons may inciude: use weapons, pack/unpack

Fire heavy direct fire weapons (e.g., tank wain guns, TOW mizsile,
infantry fighting vehicle caunon)--using optical sighting
systems, manipulate weapon system controls to sim, track and fire
on designated targets.

Actions may includs: use weapons, operate, adjust

Operate fire controls of indirect fire weapons {(e.g., field
artillery)--using map coordinates and ballistics inferwaciea
determine alevation and azimuth needed for firing at designated
targets; adjust weapon using fire controis.

Actions may include: analyze, calculate, :eﬁd. adjust

Fire individuval weapcns--aim, track and fire hand operated weapons
such as rifles, pistols, and machineguns at designated targets.

Actions nay include: use weapons

Engage in bayonet and hand-to-hand combat--use offensive and defensive
body maneuvers to subdue hostile individuals.

Actions may include: maneuver, apprehend

Cperate wheeled vehicles--use various vehicle controls to drive
wheeled vehicles from point to point, generally over paved aud
unpaved roads, observe traffic regulations; secure cargo.

Actions may include: mareuver, transport, operate

Operate track vehicles--use various vehicle controls te drive track
vehicles (e.g., tanks, AFCs, scout vehicles, bulldozers); steer
in response to terrain features.

Actions may include: maneuver, transport, operate

Operate lifting, lcading and grading equipment--operate heavy
equipment (e.g., fork lifts, cranes, loader, back-hoes, graders)
to load, unlecad, or move heavy equipment, supplies, construction
materials (e.g., culvert pipes, building or bridge trusses), er
terrain features (e.g., earth, rock, trees).

Actions may include: counstruct, operate



36.

37.

38.

39.

400

él.

42.

43.

CRITERION COMSTRUCTS

Operata power excavating equipment--use pneumatic hammers and drills,
paving breakers, grinders, and backfill tampers, 1im the
fabrication and modification of concrete, stone and earthen
structures.

Actions may include: coastruct, operata

Raproduca prirted materials--operate duplicating machines and offset

presses To reproduce printed materials; collate and bind
materials using various tysea of bindery equipment.

Actions may finclude: edjust, operate, photograph, calculate

¥ake movias and videotapes--use motion picture cameras or videotape
equipnent to recoxd wvisual and auditory aspeats of assigned
subject mattexr to be used for intelligence analyses, training or
documentation.

Actions may include: adjust, photograph

Draw maps snd overlays—-use drafting, graphics, and related
techniques to prepare and revise maps, with symbols and legends,
from aerial photographs.
Actions wmay include: analyze, process, draw

Hrite and deliver presentations--prepare scripts for formal
presentation including radic and television hroadcast; make oral
preasentations.
Actions may include: analyze, write

Record and file information~-collect, transcribe, annotate, sort,
index, file, and retrieve information (e.g., training rosters,
personnel statistics, supply inventories).
Actions may include: process, dispose

Receive, store and issue supplies, equipment and other materialg--
inspect material aud review paperwork upon receipt; sort,
transport, and store material; issue or ship material to

authorized personnel or units.

Actions may include: analyze, calculate, process, send,
pack/unpack, transport

Prepare technical forms and documents--follow standardized procedures
to prepare or complete forms and documents (e.g., personnel
records and dispositions, efficiency reports, legal briefs).

Actions may include: process, write, analyze
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44,

4s.

46'

47.

48.

49.

50.

CRITERION CONMSTRUCTS

Transla:e or decode data--use standsrdized coding systems and decoding
rules to convert coded information to some mere usable form
(e.g., interpret radar information, decode Morse code, translate
foreign languages).

Actions may include: analyze

'Analyze.intelligence data-~determine importance and reliability of

information; integrate information to provide identification,
dispositicn and movement of enemy forces and estimate enaxmy
capabilities.

Actions may include: communicate, analyze, read
Prepare food--prepare food and beverages according to recipes and meal
plans (measure, mix, bake, etc.); inspect fresh food and staples
for freshness; maintain sanitary work area.
Actions may include: cook, read, sanitize, dispose, calculate
Receive clients, patients, guests—-schedule, greet and give routine
information tu persons seeking medical, dental, legal orx
counseling services.

Actions may include: administer, communicate, process

Interview--verbally gather information from clients, patients,
witnesses, prisoners, or other persons.

Actions may include: coummunicate

Provide medical and dental treatment--give medical attention to
soldiers in the field, or medical or dental clinic, or to animals
(e.g., CPR, splinting fractutes, administering 4injections,
dressing wound.)
Actions may include: treat, sanitize, photograph

Select, lay-out and clean medical or dental equipment and supplies--
prepare treatment areas for use by following prescribed
procedures for laying-out instruments and equipweat; clean

equipment and area for subsequent use.

Actions may include: gsanitize, assemble/disassemble,
pack/unpack, dispose

Perform medical laboratory procedures-~conduct various types of blood
tests, urinalysis, cultures, etc.

Actions may include: sanitize, analyze, calculate, adjust
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CRITERION CONSTRUCTS

52. Control individuals and crowds~~apprehend suspected criminals, capture
eieny soldiers, guard prisonars, participate in riot control
operations, ste.

Actions may include: apprehend, commuuiqate, administer

53. Congrol air traffic—-coordinate departing, en route, arxriving and
holding sircraft by wmonitoring radar sguipment aud communicating
withh aircrafc and other aiyr traffic control facilicies.

Actions may include: communicate, analyze, send, operate, signal
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Initial Training Performance Variables

1. Traiaing progress/:ucctss-cucccssfully couplecing foitmal training
course in norz=al amount of time versus wvashing out, being reas-
signed, baing “set back"” or “recycled."

2. Effort/mocivacion in training-—the degraze of effort, mocivation, and
dacerest chat a soldier pucts into his/her training, as evidenced
by such things as curiosity about course:content, not being
afraid tu be “wrong” or to ask questions, taking noccs, being
atzantive in class, studying on swn time, seeking out the in-
struccor to clarify coursas coatent.

3.

Perforsance of theoretical, or "classroon” pares’ of training—
lesrning the theoretical part of a course; performiang veli
-on quizzes, tests, and examinations given in a classroom
setting that tascs the acquisicion of concepcs, principles,
facts, or other informacion, e.g., leazning the basic food
groups, understanding the principles of israrnal coabuscionm,
learzning the nosenclature of a veapon. :

&, Perforzance of praccical, "hands-on” part of training—applying
the theory or principles of a course to practical problems
and situstions, either during simulations, field exercises,
ot othar "hands-on” parts of craining, e=.g.. cooking a meal,
tepairisg 2o engine, firirng a weapon, ece. '

ay
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Nine Behavioral Dimensions of
Generalized Army Effectiveness

1. Following regulacions-—~cangiscently complying with Army vales and
regulations; conforming appropriately eo scandard procedures;
following the spirit as vell as the latter of military and
civilian laws, regulaiions, written orders, ete.

2. Comzitment to Army norms-~adjusting successfully te Arway life: dig~-
playing appropriate milicary appearance and bearing; showing
pzide in being s sscldier.

3. Cooperation with supervisors—~responding willingly to orders, sug-
gestions, and other guidance from NCOs and officers; deferring
appropriacely to supariors’' experctiss and judgment and being
supportive of suparior officers/NCQs.

4. Cooprration with other unit members—pitching in vhen necessary to
help other unit mewbers with ctheir job and mission assigrrzencs
AT during training; encouraging and supporting other unit waenbers,
as appropriate; showing concern for unit objectrives over and
above parsonal interests.

5. Hard work 1ind perseverance--working hard on the Job and during training;
sustaining maximum effort over long periods of hard duty and on
daily assignoencs; coping well with hardship or otherwise unpleasant
condition. to continue to work toward mission complacion.

6. Attancion to decail-~carrying out assignmencs carefully and thoroughly;
consiscently completing job and duty assiznmenzs on time or ahead
of schedule: being conscienciocus in maintaining ovn and unitc's
equipment, and taking care to ensure that own quarters are clean
and neat.

7. Initiacive—~willingly volunteering for assignments;
necessary tasks vwithout explicic orders; antict
and taking action to prevent chem.

performing excra
pating problenms

8. Discipline—cousiscently concentracing on the
Tather than being distracced by opportuni
othervise stop working; controlling own e
them to {nterfere with performance of due
alcohol and other drug incake so that per

Job or duty asstgnmeac

ties to soclalize or

motions and noc alloving

y: keepiag under control

formance i{s not affeceed,

9. Esergent leadership—displaying good judgment in making suggescions
to others in Zhe unit regarding the job, ducy issignmencs. ece. ;
appropriately taking charge when placed {n a leadership posicion;
wvhere approoriace, persuading others 1in the unit to accept his/
her 1deas, opinions, and direcrions.




Six General Army Effectiveness Variables

10. Survive in tha field--veact to diract or indirect fire; construcet
individual fighcing pesicion; camouflage 3elf and equipaenc;
use challengs and passuword; protec+ againsc ¥NBC actack.

1l. Maintain physical fizness—keep self at physical fitness level appro~
priate for stare of bactle rauadiness.

12. Disciplinary problems-—having s record of disciplinary problems as
reflected by AWOLS, Article 153, civil arrescs, ece.

13. Atrrition-—separaring from the Army for “negactive” reasons such as
discipline or drug-relaced problems.

14. Reenlistmenc—signing on for a second tour of duty.

15. Job s;:isfactian/morale—-being sacisfied with oun HMO03 and Army 1ife.

c-17
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APPENDIX D

Scale Names and Numoer of Items in Each Scale
for the Preliminary Battery
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Scale Names and Number of Items
in Fach Scale for the
Preliminary Battery

The scale names, with the number of items each included parenthetically, are
a8 follows:

Ferceptual-cognitive: ETS Figure Classification (FC: 28 items with 8
responses.each); ETS Map Planning (MP: 40); ETS Choosing » Path (CP: 32);
ETS Following Directions (FD: 20); ETS Hidden Figures (HF: 32); EAS Space
z;;uuliz:tion (SV: 50); EAS Numerical Reasoning (NR:20);: Flanagan Assembly

A: 20). :

Vocational interests (VOICE): Office Administration (20); Hecavy Con-
struction (20); Electronics (20); Medical Service (20); Outdoors (15);
Aesthetics (15); Mechanies (15); Food Services (15); Law Enforcement (15);
Agriculture (15); Mathematics (12); Audiographics (10); Teacher/Counseling
(10); Marksman (7); Drafting (7); Craftman (7); Automated Data Processing

(7).

Tenperament (Personnel Opinion Inventory or POI): Conscientiousness (DPQ
Unlikely Virtues/PRF Infrequency: 10); Leadership (DPQ Seccial Potency: 26);
Stress (DPQ Stress Keaction: 26); Discipline (CPI Socialization: 30); Moti-

“vation (Rotter I/E Locus of Control: 29). ,

Biographical Questionnaire (BQ): Scales for Males, Warmth of Parental
Relationship (11); Academic Achievement (25); Social Introversion (22);
Athletic Interest (10); Intellectualism (18); Aggressive/Indepcndence (10);
Parental Control vs, Freedom (11); Social Desirability (10); Scientific
Interest (12); Academic Attitude (8); Sibling Friction (5).

Scales for Females. Warmth of Maternai Relationship (13): Social Lead-
ership (22); Academic Achievement (13); Parental Control vs. Freedom (11);
Cultural Literary Interests {5); Athletic Participation (9); Scientific
Interest (13); Feelings of Social Inadequacy {(3); Adjustment (5); Expression
of Negative Emotion (4); Social Maturity (2); Popularity with Opposite Sex
(8); Positive Academic Attitude (7); Warmth of Parental Relationship (5).

Rational (Combined Sex) Scales: Leadership (12); Social Confidence
(8); Social Activity (11); Self Control (5); Antecedents of Self Esteem
(6); Parental Closeness (13); Sibling Harmony (5); Independence (8); Aca-
demic Confidence (5); Acadewic Achievement (6); Positive Academic Attitude
{6); Effort (4); Scientific Interests (5); Reading/Intellectual Interests
(6); Athletic Interests (2); Athletic/Sports Participation (6); Physical
Condition (18); Vocational-Technical Activities (4),

D-2
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APPENDIX E

Computerized Measures Observed During Site Visits
for ARI Project A, Spring 1983
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COMPUTERIZED MEASURES OBSERVED
DURING SITE VISITS FOR ARI PROJECT A

PREDICTOR
PERCEPTUAL
Simple Resaction Time / v/ v
Choice Reaction Time (2-6) 4 Y '
Posner Physical Tdentity 4 Y v
Posner Name Ideatity 4 v v
Single Word Classification / Y/ /
Comparison of Word Prs. / / Y
Line Length Judgments Y % v
Visual Search % / "
Rotated Figures Y 4 v
Pexceptual Speed Y/ / J
DOT Estimation / v J
Mental Rotation Y/ " J
Decision Making Speed. (CRT) 4 Y/ /
Embedded Figures v/ / J/
Card Rotationl v/ /
Hidden Patterns! / Y
Maze Trainingl /| - v
Perceptual Speed Test 1Y Y /
INFORMATION PROCESSING

Stemberg Numbers 7/ v v
Sternberg Words Y v Y
Old-New Item Recognition s M v
Random Twa Responsas s / /
Nine Digit Short Term Memory Yy v /
Continuous Paired Assoc. 7 J/ J/
Dua)} Task-Tapping & Visual Y v Y
Visual Mewory (5x5) Y v v

[ Time Sharing: Compensatory

! Tracking & Digit Cancellation |/ v /

1These measures administered under NAMRL conctracr at the Aviation Research
Laboratory in Illinois.
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COMPUTERIZED MEASURES OBSERVED
DURING SITE VISITS FOR ARI PROJECT A

PROGRAMMINC
LOCATION MACHINE LANGUAGE

PREDICTOR

INFORMATION PROCESSING (CONT.)

Encoding Speed

Immediate/Delayed Memory

Item Recognition

Time Sharing: Compeénsatory
Tracking & Arithmetic?

NS
NN
SN

7/

Salective Attention (DLT)Z2 /

Time Sharing: Stick & Rudder /
& DLT "4

Sternberg Memory Seasch Tasks 1-43 |/

Delayed Digit Recall /
Time Sharlag: Compensatory
Tracking & CRT v v/

COGIITIVE

Numerical Operations
Sentence Verification
Paired Assoc. Learning
Moyer-Landauer Task
Relearning of Paired Assoc.

Three Term Comparisons
Similarity Judgments
Days of Week Addition
Simon-Kotovsky Task
Word-Nonword Comparison

Collins & Quillian
Adaptive Vocabulary
Thurstone's ABC
Risk Taking

Word Knowledge

NN AN NSNS
WA N NN NSNS
LRSS SNNSN AN N S

M~1 Computer Panel Test v v v

2NAMRL is in the process of adapting these to an Apple computer with joy
stick, foot pedals and a speech generation chip. ’

3These measures administered under NAMRL contract at the Aviation Research
Laboratory in Illinois.
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COMPUTERIZED MEASURES OBSERVED
DURING SITE VISITS FOR ARI PROJECT A

PROGRAMMI(
LANGUAGE

PREDICTOR

NON=~-COGNITIVE
Activities Interest Inventory / / v

PSYCHOMOTOR

Two—~Handed Coordination /
Complex Coord./Stick & Rudder Y
Complax Coordinati.on? Y
Tank Video Game® / /
One-Dimensional Compensatory
Tracking’ v/ v/

NS

Critical Tracking’ v v
fwo-Dimensional Compensatory
Tracking /

Kinesthetic Memory Y v J/

Helicopter Simulator v

Tank Turret Simulator Y/ v

Perceptronics Simuiator A7 v
.Guaner Tracking Task (using the :
Willey "Burst-on-Target'
Simulator) "4 Y
§ Target Acquisition Task (using
the Willey "Burst-on-Target"
Simulator) ’ 14 Y

I3
AFHRL is currently adapting the Complex Coordipation (using two hands)
to the PDP 11. |

3
NAMRL 18 currently adapting this to an Apple computer with joy stick and
foot pedals. '

6

Developed under contract with ARI; work being‘carried out at Pensacola.

7
These measures administered under NAMRL contract at the Aviarion Research

Laboratory in Illincis.
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COMPUTERIZED MFASURES OBSERVED
DURING SITE VISITS FOR ARI PROJECT A

PROGRAMMIN
MACHINE LANGUAGE

PREDICTOR

PSYCHOMOTOR (CONT.)

Fire Control Computer Task8
(Using the Chrysler Corp.

Fire Control Combat Simulator) / vy
Round Sensing Taskd (Using

several different pleces of
equipment including T-scope,
3 projectors, Allen Device,
etc.) v '

Computerized Target Engagement
{also using 35 mm filwm, slidey,

. and video equipment) / v . v

Psychomotor Tracking Task Y / Y/

These measures may be more appropriately categorized elsewhere, e.g.,
Perceptual or Information Processing (Figure memory) for the Round Sensing
Task, but have been placed her~ due to the type of equipment required.
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