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AN ASSIE.SSME':NT OF Till: NATO AI)VANCEI 1(I'- rilumi t I ill Isychl,ogfist.s In l:irt ope attend-
SEARCH WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCIIOL- cd and presented their work here. The
OGY AND ITS PARTICIPANTS quality of these presentations was first-

rate. In addition, at the end of each
1 INTRODUCTION day, 1 to 2 hours was devoted to a struc-

tured discussion of the day's presenta-
A NATO advanced research workshop on tions. In these sessions, a discussion

European social and environmentail pay- leader prescnted his or her thoughts on
chIo]ogy was held in Lisbon from 22 the various presentations, usually in as
through 26 September, 1986. The term inflammatory a manner as possible, and
"social and environmental psychology" in this opening typically stimulated inter-
the present context is taken to mean ap- esting, and intense, discussion of the
plied psychological reseaich that is fo- day's work. This is a technique that
cused on issues of societal relevance, worked to great advantage in the NATO
The all-encompassing nature of this def- conference, and might be emulated prof-
Inition presages one of the maAor weak- itably in future scientific meetings.

nesses of the conference (more -of this
later). However, it also signals one of Young Researchers
the aims of the conference organizers, In addition to the presence of es-
which is to provide guidelines for devel- tablished scientists, another very posi-
oping the boundaries of environmental tive feature of the conference was the
psychology, a developing subdiscipline discovery of young, high-quality scien-
that increasingly is coming to charac- tists from the southern European coun-
terize much European social research, tries. Because most American psycholo-

This report provides a brief summary gists do not come into contact with re-
of my reactions to the NATO meeting, search from the south of Europe, we have
along with some observations on the tal- a tendency to discount this area as In-
ent pool of young, southern European so- fertile ground for psychological insight
clal researchers represented there. A and innovation. This is a mistake. The
more complete picture of the conference wcakne.s of the southern Eoropeams, If we
will he available In a book of the pro- m41y call It sutch, 1 s one of pr,,Ii'iuncy
ceedings, said to contain the best pres- It the use of the English language, not
entations. The book, titled Environmcntal in research technique or in the quality
.'ocial Psychology, is now being edited of their theoretical vision. In general.
by G.M. Stephenson (University of Canter- northern Europeans are much more facile
bury, Kent, UK), C. Jesuino (Instituto with English, and as such, less restrict-
Superior de Ciencias do Trabalho a da ed in the conferences they feel comfort-
Empresa, Lisbon), D. Canter (University able attending, and in the journals In
of Surrey, Guilford, UK), and L. Soczka which they publish their research. We
(Laboratorio National de Engenharla Civ- are thus exposed with greater frequency
Il, Lisbon). It will be published by the to the work of northern European psychol-

firm of Martinus Nijhoff of the Nether- ogists. Robert Zajonc's work on mere
lands, and will be available by the end exposure suggests that we tend to value
of 1987. more those people (or things) to whom we

are exposed more freqteitly (Kunst-Wilson

2 1HE WORKSHOP TECHNIQUE and Zajonc, 1980; Moreland aiid ?ajoaac,
1977) . App II ed Ini tihl t u l 't'soit i,':t.,ice.

fBy the lortlc tmi~log publh ti ,n I ou i In t Iq hi vp,,th,.l& l ; ggt ' th.,l 1, ,,., l
r, v I l i ol I empi~ooi 11, 1 1 tl y lor , ,l,.i aI led mire I , ,.nI, ,, v ,I ,,xp,.,m i w. wil I I

.t ,r I it It-is I lie rvisiv aIt, h 1,'rim mu, Is, I .. ,'v wI , h l m t 111- 1 lit,I .a s I .s h,,IIl-

thIs wt irki l,.. and thu , s u ltit ,epii 1rt on fi I I t-11,. 1t ( l. t I vc I, 1 h.l 111 "dot d

some oi my more genernl1 reactioi;s to this InI the 4,ul11. Iiidepcmd,',t ol anv ,lller-
meeting. It must be stated at the outset ences In quality of research. It is im-
that some of the very best social/envi- portant to keep this possibility in mind,

1I



along with the obvious observation that a national borders). Also included In this
lack of proficiency in English should not group was an interesting ethnograpiilc
be confused with lack of scientific ex- study of the children of a shanty town in
pertise. lisbon, and the manner In which the to-

The- Portuguese. My finpressioiis of habitants of this town related to members~
the yotuii sut hemii European researchers, of the "other" (somewhat msore nwIiinstream)
gained over the~ c.'tmrse of this conferenice culture.
and ini subsequent visits, suggest to me Time Italians. The young Italian
that there Is a Jpreat wealth of talent In social researchers appear to be oomewhat
this geographicval aren wichI bears close more field oriented in their approach,
scret itiay. IToughi re 1at iv-l y few Iii num- depend ing more thana their i'ortuguesp
ber, I fotind Lhie young Portuguese psy- counterparts upon recent advances in
chologists to be extremely' well trained structural equation modeling In construc-
methodologically and, at the same time, ting their research questions, and In
to exhibit the typical Europearf concern developing the analytic framework for
for the role and importance of theory ine their designs. They are extremely so-
the development of their research ques- phisticated users of multivariate tech-
tions. Their obvious respect for empiri- niques. Substantively, they appear to be
cism, combined with a strong"thmeoretical most Interested in research applied to
orientation, is an ideal combination, contemporary social problems. Their ap-
Research of the young Portuguese (and plied orientation renders their research
their mentors) is typically based on a somewhat less theoretically based than
multifactorial analysis of variance mod- tiat of the Portuguese, but nonetheless
el. The research is characterized by of very high technical quality. At times.
very "tight" designis, even though much of however. the Jack of theoretical linkage
it is conducted in the f ield. Thiese re- can leave one wondering about the "place"
scarchers take se'riously. perhaps eveii i'f the research in tIhe more general sci-
lI teralIly, time rulIes tor proper experi- entific landscape. If these young te-
mental designi; they respect the necessity searchers paid somewhat more attention to
for randomiattori in truie experiments; time theoretical loundations and implica-
they are comfortable with muitifacte'rial tions of their work, this problem would
experimental designs; and they produce diminish considerably. In addition to
research of high Internal and external providing a context for understanading the
validity' . As an old-line research meth- research results, a more concentrated
odologist, the Portuguese approach does theoretical vision would also suggest
my heart good. more surely the logical "next step" in

Substantively, the young Portuguese the investigative cycle, pointing to the
Nresearchers foc'esed on two distinct is- directions that are most likely to pay

sues at this wurkshop. Much effort was scientific dividend.
devoted to the Investigation of the work- Substantively, the [talian research-
place, with researchers discussing their ers focused principally on the psychology
studies of the effectR of automation and oi work and unemployment. How youngsters
the organization of work; intergroup con- viewed work, what It means to be unem-
flict, especially in times of anl attenua- ployed, etc., was a central focus of the
tion of resources; relative deprivation; Italians at this meeting. In addition,
and stress (in this instance, In a mili- the researchers were able to turn their
tary context). A second broad focus was sophist icated multivariate techniques.
on what might loosely hie described at~. which characterized the Italian) approach
group ideiit ztv or st ere.otypinug. In this to the invest igat ions ;if work anid unem-
geiiirlal themat Ic orv.i were po.'p's (-on- liI oymen t , to the study of I nteract ii
cerned with iiatfial Identity anid witho patterns In a large urban setting. 'rie
views and attitudes toward "outsiders" manner in which age, socioeconomic stat-
(i.e., other nationialities either contig- us. t;ex. and other demographic realities
ujotis with, or distant from, Portuigal's Influence the ways that people Interact
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with theIr home environment was analyzed iis ice , exerc ie a considerable influ-
through the combination of a number of ence on tile likelihood of future interac-
very sophisticated analyses, and the en- tions, I am hopeful that initiatives from
suing results were fascinating, this office might be used to promote a

The Spanish. On the basis of this change for the better in Spanish-Portu-
conference, it is difficult to comment on guese interaction patterns. It is clear
the (scientific) developmen.al status of to me that each, in some very important
young Spanish investigator:., since only senses, needs the other--they simply do
one Spanish presentation wa4 made In the not know It yet.
workshop. Whether this was because the 3 WORKSHOP IDEN'riTY PROBLEMS
Portuguese did not invite, or the Spanish
did not accept, is not known, and perhaps My most critical observation on the
not important. In some ways, this confer- workshop concerns the relative lack of
ence is illustrative of thep relationship, emphasis placed on the accumulation of
or lack thereof, between Portuguese and knowledge or information from session to

Spanish psychologists. The tery "benign session, or even within sessions. The
neglect" seems best to characterize the conference suffered conslierably because
general interactional pattern between its theme--European environmental/social

psychologists of these two developing psychology--was so broad that it could
groups. When I queried a Portuguese col- not support the weight of the presenta-
league about this, he stated, somewhat tions. There was a lack of coherence in
ruefully, "We have a saying In Portugal the conference as a whole which dimin-
regarding our relationship with Spain: Ished its overall value as a vehicle for
'We stand together--back to back'." Th Is scientific advance, a central goal of the
is a sad state of affairs. It Is clear NA~t) science workshop program. A consid-
that each group has much to gain fronm erat ion of the conference schedule, in-
Interactions with the other. Among other cluded at the end of this report, will
reasons, the Portuguese shotld be more iliustrate this point. As shown, the
firmly connected with their Spanish coun- first day's theme was focused on work and
terparts because they do not appear to employment. Some very good papers were
have a stifficient number to form the presented in this session; indeed, the
"critical mass" necessary for accelerated Italian contributions formed the fottnda-
progress. Portuguese social/environmental Lion for my earlier report on the psycho-
psychologists are trained only in Lisbon, logical effects of unemployment in Italy
Oporto. and Evora. There is a need for a (ESN 41-6:287-291 119871). By the second
much larger cadre of Portuguese psycholo- day. however, the interconnectedness of
gists to facilitate mutual support and presentations, both between and within
stimulatioi, whose ultimate end-product sessions, began to falter. The two talks
is good research. presciitcd In the plenary session, while

The young Spanish psychologists, of great interest and high quality, had
manch more numerous. could m;jke consider- I tt I. to (It wit h ont i.,iothe.r, and tis l.
able use ofi the conta't with thi, r nearby I ark of crot,' etednib,; w is evidilvt (thotlgh
oI'rtuguese peers, with the different in- to a lesser ieh'rere) Ii th. polot's ,':;,,t-

Nights they bring to psychologic.al ques- It-d In the .IralllIl *.slI,,. tihkit I,,I-
tions, tile opp0rtunities for cross-na - Iowed. Miuch the ,.tomt .ai he .,ald -I tIhe
tional stidies, etc. Both groups are presentations of the temaiining d.vs of
intensely interested In understanding the the workshop: high-quality presentations,
psychological processes involved in group whose overall impact was diminished by
Identity, conflict, stereotyping, etc. the failure of the conference organiza-
For Spanish psychologists, neighboring tion to serve as a "scientific cauldron,"
Portugal seems to afford a natural arena in which the methods and findings of one
for cross-national comparative research paper somehow mix with, or accumulate
implicated in these concerns. Of course, with those of others to produce implica-
while past history can, and does In this ,tons or hypotheses that are aunavailable
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vhen considering a single piece of re- M. Depolo and G. Sarchielli (IT). Social
search in isolation. Representation of Unemployment In

Perhaps it Is unfair to expect that Young People.
the presentations would combine In such a J.S. Gambard (RFG). Unemployment and So-
way that the work of one would inform the cial Behavior.
work of the other participants, since J.T. Hlaworth (UK). Work, Leisure, and
most conferences fail to achieve this Non-Employment.
state. However, given the range of tal-
ent represented In this workshop, and the PlnrSeso
Intrinsically interestinlg topics treated, Canter UK. PtigSiutosI
tite haid hopecd Iv to ore that~n merely a ict. D. Cte r P cU) Pouttig iation s aB cin

ta Il. f y vtdpit'I.ls rl.pt? willt 114dut dIse tween Soci al iand Env ironmenal PsI 'y-

I. he it 4by11111 ivv **p .s-...i tt I ha wi4pe Cli I og 'd t

would etlIicLI( fro te oi~i Irne t.( lipt . Jahoda (11K) . Awarenaess of Supra-Na-
woul ense fom te c.aalerene *tional Groupings.
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