
7 nD-A1?2 ii7 STATEMENT OF NEGATIVE FINDINGS ON THE TEST EXCAVATIONS 1;1
AT THE REUNION SITE -- 32WA406(U) NORTH DAKOTA UNIY
GRAND FORKS DEPT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

UNCLASSFIE L L LOENDORF 1979 F/G 5/6 HL

EEEEEEE



., /

L

lii 1. 11116

1Uh

4 .00.



U n c l a s s i f i e d T r

AD-A 172 117 PORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE OMBA1o 0704.0,
1Exp Date Jun 30. r 986

1. REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION Ib. RESTRICTIVE MARKINGS
UNCLASSIFIED

2. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY 3. DISTRIBUTION IAVAILABILITY OF REPORT
Approved for public release; distribution

2b. DECLASSIFICATION I DOWNGRADING SCHEDULE Unl 1 u mi ted.

4. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S) S. MONITORING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S)

6.. NAME OF PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 6b. OFFICE SYMBOL 7a. NAME OF MONITORING ORGANIZATION
(if applicabe)

University Of North Dakota U.S. Amy Engineer District, St. Paul
G. ADDRESS (Ciy, State. and ZlPCode) 7b. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code)1135 USP0 & Custom House
Department of Anthropology & Archaeology St. Paul Minnesota 55101-1479
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58202

8a. NAME OF FUNDING ISPONSORING 18b. OFFICE SYMBOL 9. PROCUREMENT INSTRUMENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
ORGANIZATION (f applicable)

8c. ADDRESS (Cy. State, and ZIP Code) 10. SOURCE OF FUNDING NUMBERS
PROGRAM PROJECT ITASK IWORK UNIT
ELEMENT NO. NO. INO. ACCESSION NO

_ ______ I I
11. TITLE (kclud Secuft Classification)

STATEMENT OF NEGATIVE FINDINGS ON THE TEST EXCAVATIONS AT THE RUNION SITE--32WA400

12. PERSONAL AUTHOR(S)
Loendorf, Lawrence L.

13a. TYPE OF REPORT I13b. TIME COVERED 14. DATE OF REPORT (Year, Month, Day UNT
FROM TO ._ I 1Q7AI ,

16. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTATION

17. COSATI CODES 18. SUBJECT TERMS (Continue on reverse if necessary and identify by block number)
FIELD I GROUPI SUB-GROUP ARCHAEOLOGY

NORTH DAKOTA
FS 5VOIRS

19. ABSTRACT (Continue on reverse if necessay and idntify by hlock number)

P -In the fall of 1977, the St. Paul District of the Corps of Engineers planned to
put some rock fill along the northern edge of Homme Dam and Reservoir to stabilize
the bank. Since this construction was in proximity of the Reunion site (32WA400),
and intensive examination of the site was undertaken.

The shore in the area of the site is presently protected by a rock wall. Erosion
should not be a problem in the area of the site. Even i'such unlikely erosion were
to take place, the site is not worthy of protection. Damage to the site has been
the result of farm related activities, and not from the Corps of Engineer projects5o

i * l.; '. , '-K

20. DITRIBUTIONIAVAILABILITY OF ABSTRACT 21 ABSTRACT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION9
NUNICLASSIPIIDAJNLIMITED 0 SAME AS RPT. Q OTIC USERS cifil

22.. NAME OF RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL 22b TELEPHONE (iclud Area Code) 22c OFF BOL
Jean ,. Schmidt 612-725-5921

DO FORM 1473,04 MAR 83 APR edition may be used until exhausted. SECURITY CLASIFICATIONOF THIS PAGE
All other editions are obsolete.

............................ l



Statement of Negative Findings on the Test Excavations
at the Reunion Site --- 32WA400

eqi

Accession For
NTIS GRA&I
DTIC TAB
Unannounced 03

prepared byJutfcio -

Distribut ion/
Avijbijty Codes

J.:.1and/or

Lawrence L. Loendorf D~ist F:Ca
University of North Dakota

1978

33i-12 9 2 045

JS%, ~



V.

In 1974 the St. Paul District of the United States Army Corp of

Engineers prepared an environmental assessment for Home Dam and Reservoir

In northeastern North Dakota. The assessment was designed to review the

current environmental setting of Homme Dam and reservoir. Since the dam

was constructed in 1947, one of the major areas of interest was shoreline

erosion and its affect on natural resources. As a part of the 1974 assess-

ment the archaeological and historical resources were located through

standard archaeological survey techniques. Two occupation sites and two

burial mounds were described in the final report on the project (Farmer

et al. 1974:33-41).

One of the occupation sites, the Reunion Site - - 32WA400 was located

on the north side of the reservoir and the other site, the Homme Reservoir

Site - - 32WA403 was located on the south shore of the reservoir. Since

very little archaeological work was completed when the dam was constructed,

we felt there was some possibility the two occupation sites were actually

one larger site and the reservoir inundated the central portions.

In the autumn of 1977, the St. Paul District of the Corp of Engineers

planned to put some rock fill along the northern edge of the reservoir

to stabilize the bank. Since this construction effort was in proximity

of 32WA400, an intensive examination of the site was undertaken. This

examination was to:

a. Review the survey work conducted in 1974 during the preparation
of the Environmental Impact Assessment of the Homme Dam and Reservoir,
North Dakota by the Institute of Ecological Studies at the University of
North Dakota under contract with the St. Paul District.

b. Review any subsequent work that has been conducted in the area.

c. Examine any local collections from the site.
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d. Test the proposed construction impact areas as described in
Section 9 sufficiently to determine the presence or absense of cultural
materials and/or features. In order to assess the potential impacts on
the Reunion Site, the testing should be sufficient to determine the
horizontal and vertical distribution of the site, its present condition
(in situ or disturbed) and the potential significance of the remains.

The cost of the investigation was not to exceed $500.00.

On November 4-5, 1977, Lawrence L. Loendorf and Paul A. Tweten com-

pleted the project. Initially we reviewed the report and field notes on

*the original survey work. After entering the field, we discussed the

bite with local area farmers. None have ever collected materials from

the site nor did any have knowledge of the site. Most seemed to know

about the burial mounds along the Park River.

One two meter square was shovel excavated to a depth of two meters.

This test unit was on Corp of Engineer property at the southern edge of

the occupation site. The test excavation revealed an interesting soil

" profile. The upper 90 centimeters to 140 centimeters was a sandy loam.

This was underlain by a 40 centimeter thick layer of dark humic topsoil.

Beneath this topsoil were a light tan sand and silt. The buried soil,

the topsoil and lower horizon soils is also exposed along the bank of the

reservoir.

AN We did not determine how the soil was buried, but the archaeological

materials are found in the topsoil of the buried profile. These materials

are being scattered by agricultural activities in the field to the north

of the test excavation. However, no cultural material was found in the

test excavation nor was any noted in the bank exposure. This suggests

the site is north of the reservoir bank at least 10 meters.

The site Is nearly completely destroyed by plowing. We collected

from the surface of the plowed area nineteen quartzite flakes, three

chert flakes, six bone fragments and two river cobbles which may have
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functioned as hammerstones.

In addition to the test excavation, ten or fifteen core probes were

made in the area of the proposed access for the bank stabilization. No

cultural remains were found in any of the probes. The access area is east

of the site about 50 meters.

The site is small with the scattered surface material in an area

about 18 meters by 18 meters. No intact portions of the site exist;

plowing has dislodged all materials. The site is not continuous through

the inundated river valley and it does not connect to 32WA403. For these

reasons as well as the lack of cultural material on the site, we did not

believe it should be nominated for the National Register of Historic

Places.

The shore in the area of the site is presently protected by a rock

wall. Erosion should not be a problem in the area of the site. If

it were a problem at least ten meters of the bank would have to erode

before the site was affected. Even if such unlikely erosion were to

take place, the site is not worthy of protection. Damage to the site

has been the result of farm related activities and not from Corp of

Engineer projects.
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