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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Requirement:

To obtain information on the characteristics, enlistment
motivations, attitudes and knowledge of recruits at the point of
initial entry into the Army.

Procedures:

The Winter 1984 New Recruits Survey (NRS) is the fifth in a
series of recruit surveys administered by ARI, and is the second
administration of the 1984 instrument. The survey instrument is
an expanded version of the 1983 ARI survey incorporating new
guestions on preenlistment conditions.

Data were collected by ARI in group settings during initial
recruit processing at all eight Army Reception Stations in October
1984 and February 1985. Reception Station personnel were
responsible for scheduling and supervising survey administration,
guided by instructions prepared by ARI. The NRS was self-
administered and recruits were directed to indicate their
responses on optical scanning forms.

Four forms of the NRS were administered to recruits.
Forms A, B, and C were administered to Regular Army recruits, and
Form D was given to National Guard and Army Reserve recruits.
Regular Army recruits had an equal chance of receiving any one of
the three forms.

Westat, Inc. was then contracted for database construction,
documentation, and tabular analysis. The survey answer sheets
were optically scanned and recorded exactly as marked. Survey
data were then edited and coded. A supplemertary user's manual,
codebooks, and a report on the survey methodology, "lessons
learned," and recommendations were produced.




Results:

A total of 4,814 Army recruits completed the 1984 Winter NRS.
Of these, based upon Army personnel records, 4,482 had no prior
military service and 91 had prior service experience (the status
for the remaining 241 was not ascertained). The sampling plan
employed imposes some restrictions on the generalizability of
survey results to the population of Army accessions during FY 85.
However, overall the survey effort was successful in obtaining
updated information regarding new recruits.

Utilization:

ARI Surveys of Army Recruits provide information to Army
personnel planners about the quantity and quality of recruits
entering the Army. In particular, information regarding the
characteristics, knowledge of enlistment options, and enlistment
motivations of new recruits enables Army personnel planners to be
cognizant of present enlistment trends. Awareness of these trends
is vital, in turn, for preparing for future manpower requirements,
The Winter 1984 New Recruit Survey will also help provide
information on seasonality effects in Army accessions.

vi
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this codebook is to provide documentation for
users of the data collected by the 1984 Winter administration of
the ARI Survey of Army Recruits, or as it is more commonly known,
The ARI New Recruits Survey (NRS). This is one of two codebooks
developed to document the 1984 Winter NRS data. Each codebook
pertains to a particular Army service component, either Regular
Active Army (RA), or the U.S. Army Reserve and Army National
Guard (USAR/ARNG):

) Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ART Survey of Army
Recruits: Codebook for October 84/February 85 Active
Army Survey Respondents (Research Note 86-44).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.

® Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits: Codebook for October 84/February 85 USAR &
ARNG Survey Respondents (Research Note 86-45).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.

This is one of twelve reports produced to document the
approach, data, and results obtained from the 1984 Summer and
Winter administrations of the NRS. Codebooks similar to those
produced for the 1984 Winter administration of the NRS were also
developed to document data obtained in the 1984 Summer NRS:

] Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits; Codebook for Summer 84 Active Army Survey
Respondents (Research Note 86-42). Alexandria, VA: US
Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and Social
Sciences.

° Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits: Codebook for Summer 84 USAR & ARNG Survey
Respondents (Research Note 86-43). Alexandria, VA: US
Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and Social
Sciences.

Readers desiring greater detail regarding the Winter admin-
istration are referred to The 1984 ARI Survey of Army Recruits:
Supplementary User's Manual for October 84/February 85 Adminis-
tration. As the name implies, the supplementary user's manual
provides specific information about the 1984 Winter NRS, but




complements the more complete (1984) user's manual, The 1984 ARIT
Survey of Army Recruits: User's Manual. Readers interested in
learning about the 1984 NRS in its entirety are advised to con-
sult this latter document.

An additional report is available presenting a comparison of
the methodologies used in the 1984 and 1985 administrations of
the NRS, and recommendations for future surveys. This report is
entitled: The 1984 and 1985 ARI Survey of Army Recruits:
Methodology and Recommendations for Future Administrations.

Other reports are available which document survey administrations
in 1982, 1983, and 1985.

The codebooks focus on data file documentation and use of
the data, while the user's manuals provide more detail regarding
survey instrument deveiopment, survey administration procedures,
and data quality assessments. Preliminary results for the 1984
Summer NRS are reported in separate volumes containing
crosstabulations of the survey items by selected demographic and
service-related characteristics. These reports include the
following:

) Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARTI Survey of Army
Recruits: Tabular Description of NPS (Active) Army
Accessions, Volume 1 (Research Product 86-09).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.

) Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARTI Survey of Army
Recruits: Tabular Description of NPS (Active) Army
Accessions, Volume 2 (Research Product 86-10).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.

) Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits: Tabular Description of NES Army National
Guard Accessions (Research Product 86-11). Alexandria,
VA: US Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and
Social Sciences.

® Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits: Tabular Description of NPS Army Reserve
Accessions, Volume 1 (Research Product 86-12).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.

°® Westat, Inc. (1986, May). The 1984 ARI Survey of Army
Recruits: Tabular Description of NPS Army Reserve
Accessions, Volume 2 (Research Product 86-13).
Alexandria, VA: US Army Research Institute for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences.
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Volume 1 in each set of tabular descriptions for the RA and
USAR components presents tables of NRS items crossed by five
different respondent demographics such as gender, ethnic/racial
group, highest education level achieved, and marital status.
Volume 2 contains five service-related characteristics, such as
recruiting brigade, age at contract signing or accession, and
term of enlistment crossed with NRS items. The actual crossing
variables vary somewhat across components. Due to insufficient
personnel data, the ARNG has only one velume of tabular descrip-
tions, comprised of NRS items crossed by a mix of three respon-
dent demographics and two service-related characteristics.

No comparable tabular volumes are available for the October
84/February 85 survey administrations. The same crossing
variables and recoded survey items produced for the 1984 Summer
database were also constructed for the 1984 Winter database.
Thus, data analysts can easily produce tables comparable to the
Summer 1984 tabulation volumes using 1984 Winter data.

The primary audience for this codebook is expected to
consist of researchers interested in performing analyses using
the 1984 Winter NRS combined data file for the USAR and ARNG
components. It is suggested that the reader review both user's
manuals before beginning work with this volume in order to gain
familiarity with the survey content, survey administration
procedures, and database construction.

Organization of the Codebook

This report contains an overview of the 1984 NRS and several
chapters designed to aid data analysts in the use of the 1984
Winter NRS codebook for the USAR/ARNG components. The document
also contains codebook entries and variable counts for each item
contained on survey Form D (the USAR/ARNG instrument) as well as
other variables included on the survey database. The four
chapters of this report are thus of two major types:

(1) narrative discussions covering introduction of the report,
and 1984 NRS project overview, how to use this volume, special
variable selection and creation procedures, and a codebook index;
and (2) The 1984 Codebook for October 84/February 85 USAR & ARNG
Survey Respondents.

The first chapter of the codebook introduces the report
within the context of the three-volume series of reports produced
to document The 1984 ARI Survey of Army Recruits. The
Introduction also discusses the many reports documenting the 1984
Summer NRS. The structure and organization of the codebook is
described followed by a brief overview of the 1984 NRS.




The second chapter is a guide to the interpretation of
codebook entries. This section explains how to read the codebook
pages, provides codebook conventions, and explains how to use the
codebook index.

The third chapter documents special variables selected or
created for inclusion on the 1984 Winter NRS USAR and ARNG data
files which were not original survey items. The discussion
encompasses:

) The development of variables documenting the number of
response categories selected in serial list questions;

° The creation of variables to check both the internal
consistency of respondents' answers within serial list
questions and across related survey items;

o The creation of variables to calculate the frequency of
response errors;

o The procedures used to create recoded versions of
survey items for use in tabular analyses;

) The selection of data elements from Army personnel
records; and

o The development of crossing variables which are made
available for analysts who wish to produce cross-
tabulations of the Winter data.

In addition to explaining variable selection and creation
procedures, this final chapter contains tables documenting the
transformation of original survey items and Army data elements
into recoded versions of the variables.

Included in this section is an index which can be used as a
table of contents for locating variables in the 1984 Winter NRS
Codebook for the USAR/ARNG components.

The final chapter in this volume is a codebook documenting
the combined data file produced for the 1984 Winter NRS for the
USAR and ARNG components. One version of the survey data file
was produced using the Statistical Analysis System (SASi. The
survey data were also produced in Operating System (0S)~* format.
The SAS and O0S files contain: (1) survey responses; (2) data
elements merged onto the survey file from the Operations
Reporting Master File (ORMF):; (3) variables created during the
data editing stage; and (4) recoded survey items and crossing
variables created for use in the tabulation volumes.

lThe 05 data file was designed to make the survey data accessible
on any IBM-compatible computer system.
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The codebook documents the data file by providing the loca-
tion of variables, labels for both variables and values, response
frequencies, survey item crosswalks across the four versions of
the 1984 instruments and the Enlistment Decision Survey (MEPS/
MEPS Followup Survey) instruments, and an indicator of survey
item presentation and wording consistency across previous NRS
administrations.

Project Overview

The ARI Surveys of Army Recruits, commonly known as the ARI
New Recruits Surveys (NRS), are conducted on a regular basis to
provide updated information on the characteristics, knowledge of
enlistment options, and enlistment motivations of recruits at the
point of their initial entry into service. Military personnel
planners require such information on a regular basis to monitor
current recruiting strategies and to forecast future enlistment
trends.

The NRS were begun in 1982. Expanded versions of the origi-
nal surveys were administered in the Summer of 1983 and Winter of
1984. Further revisions and expansions were made to the 1983
instruments for administration in the Summer of 1984 and Fall/
Winter of FY 85. 1In addition to the ability to track changes in
recruits from year to year, this series of surveys offers the
Army an opportunity to gather new information in each year of the
survey.

The 1982 and 1983 surveys were directly commissioned by the
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel. The 1984 and 1985 NRS were
sponsored by the U.S. Army Recruiting Command and were undertaken
with the continuing interest of the Deputy Chief of Staff for
Personnel. While the sponsorship, specific questions, and inter-
ests may change from year to year, the charter for these surveys
remains the same. The four main research requirements have been
to determine: (1) the demographic composition of entering
recruits; (2) how to target recruiting resources to attract high
quality recruits; (3) new recruits' enlistment motivations and
propensity for remaining in service; and (4) which recruiting and
advertising practices are proving the most successful and why.

The 1984 Summer and Fall/Winter NRS are, respectively, the
fourth and fifth in the series of recruit surveys conducted by
ARI. Survey data were collected in group settings during initial
recruit processing at all eight Army Reception Stations during
June, July, and August of 1984, and again in October 1984 and
February 1985. Reception Station personnel were responsible for
scheduling and supervising survey administration, guided by
instructions prepared by ARI. The NRS was self-administered and
recruits were directed to indicate their responses on optical
scanning forms.
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Four forms of the NRS were administered to recruits.
Forms A, B, and C were administered to Regular Army recruits, and
Form D was given to National Guard and Army Reserve recruits.
Regular Army recruits had an equal chance of receiving any one of
the three forms.

A total of 15,309 Army recruits completed the 1984 NRS. The
majority, 10,495, of these recruits were surveyed during the
Summer administration, and 4,814 completed surveys during the
Fall/Winter 1984 NRS. The surveys were distributed across
components as follows:

Summe Fall/Winter
RA USAR/ARNG RA USAR/ARNG
6,184 4,311 3,524 1,290

The survey answer sheets were optically scanned and recorded
exactly as marked. Survey data were then edited and coded.
User's manuals, codebooks, tabulation volumes, and a report com-
paring the 1984 and 1985 survey methodologies, "lessons learned,"
and recommendations were produced.

The sampling plan employed in the NRS-84 imposes some
restrictions on the generalizability of survey results to the
population of FY 84 and FY 85 Army accessions. However, overall
the survey effort was successful in obtaining updated information
regarding new recruits.

The 1984 ARI Survey of Army Recruits provides information to
Army personnel planners about the quantity and quality of
recruits entering the Army. In particular, information regarding
the characteristics, knowledge of enlistment options, and enlist-
ment motivations of new recruits enables Army personnel planners
to be cognizant of present enlistment trends. Awareness of these
trends is vital, in turn, for preparing for future manpower
requirements.




HOW TO USE THIS VOLUME

The purpose of this chapter is to provide assistance in
reading the 1984 Winter NRS Codebook and performing data analy-
sis. The first section in this chapter briefly reviews the
codebook composition. The next sections provide:

° Notations of conventions followed in the development of
the codebook, such as order of variable presentation,
and variable naming conventions;

° Examples of the different variable presentation formats
used in the codebook:;

° A table crosswalking the SAS special value codes to 0S
format; and

) A discussion of the use of the codebook index to locate
entries for specific survey items.

Codebook Composition

The purpose of the 1984 Winter NRS Codebook is to document
the SAS and 0OS survey data files produced. The codebook docu-
ments all variables produced on the data files insluding: survey
responses, Army personnel data (MEPRS and REQUEST< data extracted
from the ORMF), variables produced especially for presentation in
the tabulation volumes, and editing/logic variables. The code-
book documents the data files by providing the physical locations
and labels for all variables. Frequency distributions based on
sample counts are also provided. Variable crosswalks are
presented at the bottom of each codebook page to identify the
location of the survey item across the various 1984 NRS Survey
forms, as well as across the three ARI Enlistment Decision
Surveys (more commonly referred to as the "MEPS" and "MEPS
Followup" Surveys). In addition, each codebook page indicates
whether or not the 1984 NRS survey item was included in the 1982
and 1983 instruments and, if so, whether or not the current
wording of the question differs from earlier versions.

2The acronyms MEPRS and REQUEST stand for the Military Entrance
Processing Reporting System and Recruit Quota System, respec-
tively. The MEPRS data system contains information about DoD
personnel being voluntarily processed into a branch of the Armed
Forces; the system is documented in MEPCOM Regulation 18-5.
REQUEST is the Army's data system used to record information
about enlistees into one of the Army components (Regular Army,
Army Reserves, and Army National Guard). The REQUEST system is
documented in Army Regulation (AR) 601-210.

7




Codeboo

ontents d _Conventions

Codebook pages contain considerable descriptive information
as well as the file location of each variable. The information
provided includes: codebook title, variable name, statement of
the original survey question (if applicable), item location on
the 0S and SAS data files, response values, response frequency
and percent distribution, extended value labels, and survey item
crosswalks.

Order of Variable Presentation. Variables appear in the
codebook in the same order in which they are presented on the

1984 Winter NRS USAR/ARNG database. The first several variables
presented are the case ID, the reception station where the survey
was administered, the survey form, and the case ID assigned by
the optical scanning company, INTRAN. Survey items are presented
next, followed by logic variables, recoded survey variables used
in the tabulations, count variables (i.e., variables which count
the number of responses checked across "mark all that apply"
questions), response error variables, variables extracted from

the ORMF,
analyses.

and finally, crossing variables for use in tabular

Variable Naming Conventions. The process of naming NRS
variables proceeded as follows:

Survey administration/background demographic variables
were given short descriptive names, e.g., the Westat
respondent identification number was called "ID", the
survey form was called "FORM", respondent sex was named
"RSEX", and so on.

Original versions of survey items were assigned sequen-
tial numbers preceded by the letter "T". Thus, the
first survey item was named "T001"; the second question
was given the variable name "T002", and so on. There
were some exceptions to this naming convention: three
survey items were given short descriptive names, for
example the variable name "ZIP" was used to label
zipcode of teenage household; in addition, four related
survey items pertaining to school/work status at time
of contract were given "T" numbers followed by the
letters "S" or "W" to distinguish <“hether the item was
school or work-related.

Survey items which had been developed in previous ARI

surveys (i.e., the New Recruits Surveys or the
MEPS/MEPS Followup Surveys) were given the same Test
number designator (T###) as originally provided in the
1982 or 1983 ARI NRS data files.
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o Logic variables were of two types: level 1 and
level 2. The level 1 logic variables checked the
serial list questions ("mark all that apply") for out-
of-range values. The level 2 logic variables compared
response values across similar or related survey items
for consistency of answers. Level 1 logic variable
names began with "L1" and level 2 logic variable names
began with "L2"; in some instances the next character
was an alphabet letter. Presence of a letter indicated
that there were several related logic variables which
checked the consistency of a particular survey item
with other survey items. The next character in the
logic variable name was an underscore (_) followed by
the original variable name. Thus, a logic variable
name may look like this: ©L2A_TooO1l.

° Recoded survey variables were given names that began
with the letter "R" followed by the original variable
name. There were only three recoded survey items:
"WKSLOOK" and "“WKSWORK" were recoded to develop the
variables "RWKSLOOK" and "RWKSWORK". The third
variable recode was an exception to the naming
convention; "ZIP" was recoded to develop "RBRIGADE".

Count varjables were named with the prefix, "CNT_ ",
followed by the variable name that corresponded to the
"mark all that apply" question. For example, the
variable which counts the number of items checked on
variables T110A-T110I, is named CNT_T110.

° Response error variables were given the names:
MISSDOT, MISSA, MISSB, MISSLOG, and MISSTOT. This

naming convention was based on the method of variable
construction which produced counts of the numbers of
missing value codes across respondents which were
represented by the symbols: "." (dot), "A", and "“B",
MISSLOG and MISSTOT represented the number of "missed"
or failed logic checks and the total of all the missed"
responses, respectively.

® Variables derived from the ORMF (MEPRS and REQUEST)
were given short descriptive names, e.g., recruiting
battalion = BN.

® Crossing variables were given short descriptive names
preceded by the letter "X", e.g., sex = XSEX.

Variable Labels. Codebook entries for 1984 NRS survey items
include the statement of the actual question as presented in the
survey instrument. Slight rewording of the questions was some-
times necessary to aid the reader. Recoded versions of survey
items also present the NRS question, preceded by the word




"recoded." Variables which were not taken from NRS survey items
have explanatory labels in place of the question statement.

Descri ve V . All codeboock entries
include information directing the user to the variable's location
on both the 0S and SAS data files. Response alternatives are
listed and labeled for each variable. With a few exceptions,
information is provided on the distribution (numbers and percent-
age) of answers across variable values. For some variables, this
information is not provided due to continuous data points (as in
listings of zipcodes or favorite TV programs). In such cases,
whenever possible, footnotes are included to provide the range of
values obtained.

Footnotes. Footnotes are included on some codebook pages to
provide notations of interest to data analysts. Three different
types of footnotes were included to provide one or more of the
following items of information: (1) notation that the distribu-
tion of responses could not be presented in a codebook table;

(2) the range of values obtained (if not reported in a frequency
table):; and/or (3) the names of logic variables which were
created to examine the survey item's response consistency with
related questions. Some variables required multiple footnotes.
For variables in which none of the above conditions were met, no
footnotes appear.

Survey Item Crosswalks. Codebook pages documenting 1984 NRS
survey items and background demographics collected on the NRS
answer sheet contain survey item crosswalk tables on the bottom
portion of the pages. The first table lists the four form types
for the 1984 NRS instrument, i.e., form types A-D. The table
cells indicate whether or not the question was included on that
particular survey form. The cell is left blank if the question
did not appear on the survey instrument. If the survey item was
included on the instrument, this was indicated by printing the
question number of the item as it originally appeared in the
instrument in the cell. The most common format of the question
number was a "Q" followed by three numbers; if the question
appeared in the background section of the survey (and thus had no
question number), the letter "A" was printed with a number indi-
cating the approximate sequence of the question in the section.

A little further to the right is a table crosswalking the
appearance of 1984 NRS questions on the 1982 and 1983 surveys.
The two cells are labeled "1982" and "1983". The word "“YES"
appears in the cell when the 1984 question was also included on
the earlier versions of the NRS. The letters "NA" (not applica-
ble) appears in the cells when the variable did not appear in the
earlier NRS instruments. Differences in question wording between
the 1984 items and earlier versions of the survey are indicated
by: (1) an asterisk for differences between 1984 and 1982, and
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(2) a plus sign for differences between the 1984 and 1983 instru-
ments. In addition, the phrase "WORDING DIFFERS" is printed
under the table. If the question wording differs only on Form D
of earlier NRS instruments, then the phrase "DIFFERS (FORM D)" is
printed.

The second set of tables labeled "MEPS," crosswalk the NRS
item with questions on each of three forms of the ARI Enlistment
Decision Svrveys (MEPS and MEPS Followup Surveys). Again, the
presence c¢f a question number (Q###, or if the question was
labeled with a letter [A-E] then, for example, A00Ol is printed)
indicates where the survey item appeared on the MEPS survey
instrument. An empty cell indicates that the NRS question did
not appear on the MEPS instrument.

Codebook Pagination. Codebook pages are numbered sequen-
tially preceded by the number "4" indicating Chapter 4 of the
report.

Example of a Codebook Page

Figure 1 provides an example of a codebook page for an NRS
survey item. The numeric indicators for Figure 1 are identified
and their referents described on subsequent pages.

Missing Value Codes. The following four missing value codes
were imputed during preliminary processing of the NRS to indicate
the occurrence of specific conditions in the data.

° The code "." (dot) was used to indicate the lack of a
response to a particular survey item.

® The code "A" indicated the presence of more than one
response to a question requesting a single answer
(e.g., a response indicating gender as being both male
and female).

® The code "B" was used when a response fell outside the
range of response alternatives provided, e.qg.,
selection of response "E" on the answer sheet when only
waA“, WB", and "C" were valid. Code "B" was also used
in situations in which uninterpretable responses or
comments irrelevant to the question were the only
answers provided to the question.

) Code "G" (or "~" for character data) was developed as

an indicator of a no-match between a survey respondent
and the ORMF file.
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THE 1984 ARI SURVEY OF ARMY RECRUITS:
CODEBOOK FOR OCTOBER 84/FEBRUARY 85 USAR & ARNG SURVEY RESPONDENTS

(:)_‘~T049 -~ HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE INFORMATION THE ARMY GUIDANCE"iZ:)
COUNSELOR GAVE YOU ABOUT THE KIND OF WORK YOU WILL BE DOING IN YODUR
MILITARY WORK?

RAW DATA
CARD #] COLS ILENGTH}
(::)" 01 |069-070]| 2 |
i | |
SAS DATASET h
POSITION 25 ,

— QOO

(::T‘FREQ PERCENT| VALUE™] MEANING

22 1.7 ) NO RESPONSE

3 0.5 A MULTIPLE RESPONSE ERROR

11 0.9 B OUT OF RANGE

61 6.7 1 I DO NOT KNOW WHAT JOB I SIGNED UP FOR
317 26.6 2 VERY SATISFIED

335 26.0 3 SOMEWHAT SATISFIED
362 26.5 4 NEITHER SATISFIED NOR DISSATISFIED
103 8.0 5 SOMEWHAT DISSATISFIED

93 7.2 é VERY DISSATISFIED
1290 700.0 | TOTALS

" A B c D { [1987 [1983 ]
@_‘. R Q051 Q071 Q057 = }YESx =YES !
o — n . ¥ WORDING DIFFERS
E Q736 Q095 Q095
Figure 1. Example of codebook page.
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURE 1

CONTENTS OF A CODEBOOK PAGE FOR AN NRS SURVEY ITEM

Codebook title.
Variable name.

Statement of survey item as it appears on the questionnaire. The word, "recoded" precedes the
statement of the question for recoded survey items. A descriptive Label is provided for
variables which are not survey items.

Description of the location, i.e., card number, colum number, and length of survey item on the
0S data file.

Position of the variable on the SAS data file.

Counts of responses across response values.

Percentage of total responses represented by each value.
Actual (or recoded) response values.

Explanation of ‘he response value code. Special codes were used to denote the various types of
missing values.

Total of response frequencies and percents.

Special notations pertinent to the variable.

Crosswalk of survey item across all survey forms of the 1984 NRS.

2

Indicator of 1984 NRS item appesrance in previous NRS administrations.

Crosswalk of survey item across all survey forme of the MEPS/MEPS Followup Survey.

Special missing value codes were devised to ensure consistency across survey forms. Derived values

(i.e., *.", YA®, "g" and "D%) were developed to denote missing values, multiple response errors,
out-of-range values, and absence of item on survey form.

"NA" indicates the item did not appear in that survey year. "“Yes" indicates the item's appearance

on at least one of the survey forms. "*" indicates a wording change between how the item text
sppears in the 1984 instrument end how it appears in the survey questicnnaire(s) of 1982; a “en
indicates differences in item wording between the 1984 and 1983 NRS.
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In general, the ability to distinguish between the different
kinds of missing values provides the data analyst with opportuni-
ties for exploring problems which specific questions posed for
various types of respondents. Similarly, it permitted the calcu-
lation of several different data quality indicators (see next
section) across all survey respondents: MISSDOT (extent of
missing data); MISSA (frequency of multiple response errors):;
MISSB (frequency of out-of-range responses); MISSLOG (sum of
level 2 logic failures); and, MISSTOT (sum of all types of
response errors).

The SAS and 0S data files do not share the same codes for
missing data values. Table 1 crosswalks the SAS special value
codes presented in the preceding discussion to 0S format.

Table 1

Crosswalk of Winter 1984 NRS Missing Value Codes
from SAS to OS Format

Value Designation Value
SAS File 0S File Description
. -9 No response
A -8 Multiple response error
(single response requested)
B -7 Out-of-range response
G,~ -3,~ No match on MEPRS/REQUEST (ORMF)

14




Use of Codebook Index

The codebook index, pages 47-54, presents a table of
contents for codebook entries. The index provides three pieces
of information for each codebook entry listed: variable name,
variable label, and page number. An example of the index is
shown below:

CODEBOOK INDEX FOR THE WINTER 1984 ARI
SURVEY OF USAR & ARNG SURVEY RESPONDENTS

VARIABLE NAME LABEL PAGE
ID SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 001
STATION STATION WHERE SURVEY WAS TAKEN 002
FORM SURVEY FORM 003
INTRAN INTRAN PROCESS ID 004
SDAY DAY OF INTERVIEW 005
SMO MONTH OF INTERVIEW 006
SYEAR YEAR OF INTERVIEW 007
RSEX SELF-REPORTED GENDER 008
ETHNIC ETHNIC GROUP 009
COLLED COLLEGE EDUCATION 010
HSED HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 011
HSYEAR YEAR GRAD. OR LAST YEAR IN HIGH SCHOOL 612
TVSHOW NAME OF YOUR FAVORITE EVENING TV PROGRAM 013
B178 HOUSEHOLD GROSS INCOME (FORCED CHOICE) 014
7001 EXPECTED SATISFACTION WITH ARMY LIFE 015
7010 AFFECT BY INFO IN AN ARMY RADIO AD 016
T011 AFFECT BY INFO IN AN ARMY TV AD 017

The index listing for each codebook entry is presented in
the same sequence as the variables appear on the SAS dataset for
Army Reserve and National Guard respondents to the Winter 1984
NRS. Survey administration variables and respondent demographics
are presented first, followed by survey items.

Following presentation of these variables, the index lists
logic variables (levels 1 and 2), recoded survey variables, count
(CNT_) variables for serial 1list items, response error variables,
ORMF-derived variables, and finally, crossing variables.

The index should be used as one would use a table of
contents to locate the codebook entries of particular variables.
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SPECIAL VARIABLE SELECTION AND CREATION PROCEDURES

This chapter documents variables which are included on the
survey database but which did not appear as survey items on the
1984 Winter NRS. There are six different types of these
"special' variables:

) Count Variables - New variables were created to record
the number of items checked for each of the serial 1list
questions which asked respondents to mark all appli-
cable categories.

® Logic Variables - Numerous variables were created to
check the logical consistency of responses within the
serial list questions as well as across related survey
items.

° Response Error Variables - Five variables were created
to compute the frequency of response errors (e.g., out-
of-range responses, missing data).

) Recoded Survey Items - Recoded versions of selected
survey items were created for presentation in the
tabulation volumes.

° ORMF/ORMF-Derived Variables - Several variables were
either taken directly or were created using ORMF data
for inclusion on the NRS data files. Many of these
variables were reformatted for use as crossing vari-
ables in the tabulation volumes.

° Crossing Variables - Thirteen crossing variables were
created for use in tabular analyses of the USAR/ARNG
data using variables taken or derived from the ORMF as
well as recoded survey items.

Each of the six types of special variables is described in a
separate subsection of this chapter.

Count Variables

The 1984 NRS instrument for the USAR and ARNG components
contained 25 serial list questions. These questions asked
respondents to mark all applicable responses in a list. For
example, one question (T198A - T198J) asked respondents to
indicate, for a list of subjects, which courses they had taken
and passed in high school. A "count" variable was developed
which computed the number of items in that list which were
checked off by the respondent. Twenty-five count variables were
developed corresponding to the twenty-five sets of serial list
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questions.

The twenty-five sets of serial list questions are

printed below with their respective count variables.

Serial List Question Sets

Count Variables

TO51B - TO051] ===~====c-wcccc—-—--- CNT_TO51
T110A - T1ll0I ===~-—-===c-c-s——==- CNT_T1l10
T11llA - T1lllI =-=======c=-——=—-e--- CNT_T11l1
T1l1l2A - T1l2T ==~-=—==c==—-—ceoc=-- CNT T11l2
Tll3A = T1ll3I --~=====e-c-=c—---= CNT_T113
T1l4A = T1ll4] -=~-e=—--——me—c——--- CNT_T1l1l4
T115A - T11l5C ======-—=—r—=coc=-- CNT_T115
T116C = T1l6I ==~—===c==co—csc===- CNT_T1l1l6
T1ll7C = T1l1l7] ==~—=——==c=——====-- CNT_T117
T1ll8B - T1ll8H =-=~----=-cc-—c—==-- CNT_T118
T1l1l9B - T11l9C ==~—c-==c—cccc—=--- CNT_T119
T157B = T157J ==~—-=c=ccc——cc—c-- CNT_T157
T176A = T176I ==~——-—===c-cc=c=-= CNT_T176
T198A -~ T198I —=~===-- ——————————— CNT_T198
T221A - T221E ~=~=====mco===-s——==-= CNT_T221
T222A = T222E ==~———===cc-ccc=c== CNT_T222
T232A = T232F ==~——=-==emcccmco-- CNT_T232
T233A = T233F ==-—-==cc=--—=ce=--- CNT_T233
T361A = T361lI =-—~—c==--ccc=ce—-—= CNT_T361
T362A = T362I -=====—--c—e=c--—== CNT_T362
T363A = T363I --~=-——===————ce——== CNT_T363
T364A - T364J =-~———--cc-—cwee—=- CNT_T364
U228A - U228G =--—===--—-——cwcce-- CNT_ U228
U229A - U229E =--====c---=cee==-- CNT U229
U242A - U242B --w-—=—---==mc——e-—x CNT U242

Internal Serijial List Item Consistency.

Analysts should be

aware that one or two of the response categories in each serial
list question (with the exception of T364) was inconsistent with

the other answers.

For example, the last response category in a

serial list question requesting respondents to "mark all that
apply" might read "“none of the above."
this final category and any other category in this series would
be classified as having made a "multiple response error." 1In
order to preserve as much data as pcssible, the special missing
value code "A" was specified only in the "inconsistent" value

category.

Respondents who marked

The "inconsistent" value categories for the serial

list questions in the 1984 NRS include the following:

TOS51I T1i1l5D
T110J T116A
T11l1lJ T117A
T1ll2J T118A
Til3J T119A
T114J T157A

18

T176J
T198J
T221F
T222F
T232G
T233G

T361J
T362J
T363J
U228G
U229F
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Logic Variables

There were two levels of data editing performed on the 1984
NRS: (1) checking for valid value ranges and internal item con-
sistency (see previous subsection), and (2) comparing the
consistency of responses to related or similar survey items. A
series of logic variables was developed based upon the outcomes
of this dual-stage editing process.

Level 1 editing was performed on all survey items to check
for valid value ranges. Responses that were erroneous or
inapplicable were typically assigned a missing value code (see
Table 1 on page 14). However, serial list (i.e., "mark all that
apply") questions, which allow for more than one possible
response, necessitated the creation of level 1 logic variables.
Each potential response in the serial list questions was treated
as a separate dichotomous variable (i.e., two values were pos-
sible: "l1=Checked", and "2-Not Checked"). Since each response
category was used to create an individual variable, it became
impossible to ascertain when respondents had selected response
codes (on the survey answer sheet) that were out-of-range for the
question overall. Thus, the level 1 logic variables were created
to check for out-of-range values across each of the serial list
question sets.

Thirteen of the serial list question sets had fewer than 10
response values, thus allowing for the possibility of an out-of-
range value (the answer sheets allowed for 10 responses per
question). The 13 sets of serial list questions are printed
below with their corresponding level 1 logic variables.

Serial List Question Sets
Checked for out-Of-Range Values Level 1 logic¢c Variables

T0S51 (A-I) L1 _T051
T115 (A-D) L1 T115
T116 (A-I) L1 _T116
T117 (A-I) L1 _T117
T118 (A-H) L1 T118
T119 (A-D) L1 T119
T221 (A-F) L1 T221
T222 (A-F) L1 T222
U228 (A-G) L1 U228
U229 (A-F) L1 U229
T232 (A-G) L1 T232
T233 (A-G) L1 _T233
U242 (A-C) L1 U242

Level 2 editing was also performed on the 1984 Winter NRS
data. This editing stage involved comparing individual responses
among related survey items which were expected to have similar
answers.
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When responses to a group of related survey items were found
to be inconsistent, the value "1" was assigned to a corresponding
logic variable. For example, respondents who indicated that they
appreciated receiving a letter telling the location of an Army
recruiting station (T118B=1) should not have stated in previous
questions that they had not received such a letter (T11l6C and
T117C). The identification of such a logical inconsistency would
be recorded in the logic variable L2_T118.

In some instances, logic variables checked only one variable
against one other variable. In other instances, as in the above
example, the response consistency among a series of related
variables was checked and the results recorded in a single logic
variable. Survey items on which internal consistency checks were
performed identify the pertinent logic variable name(s) in a
footnote on the codebook page.

Table 2 lists and briefly describes each of the logic vari-
ables created to evaluate the internal consistency of survey
responses. Codebook entries for the logic variables are pre-
sented on pages 4-346 to 4-379.

Response Error Variables

The 1984 Winter NRS was a self-administered survey. The
surveys were conducted in group settings at Army reception sta-
tions. The conditions of survey administration would lead one to
expect some data problems since respondents taking the survey in
large groups may not have asked for help in interpreting direc-
tions or clarifying the meaning of certain survey items. 1In
addition, the survey administrators were not involved in the
instrument design phase of the project, and thus may not have
been able to provide appropriate explanations or clarification
regarding question interpretation in response to questions
occurring during survey administrations. The 1974 Privacy Act
was printed on the outside cover of each survey. The Privacy Act
emphasizes the voluntary nature of answering the survey and any
particular survey items. Thus, it is possible that respondents
simply skipped over survey items or even sections that they did
not wish to complete.
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Table 2

Descriptions of 1984 Winter NRS Logic Variables

(USAR/ARNG Components)

Logic
Variable Name

Description

L2_HSED

L2_WEEKS
L2A_T115

L28_T115

L2c_T115

L20_T115

L2A_T118

1 L28_T118
L2c_T118
L2D_T118
J L2E_T118
L2F_T118
L26_T118
L2A_T119

L28_T119
L2A_u231

L128_U231

L28_t211

L2_t221
L2_1222

L2_T049

1f you did not receive either a high school diploma or a GED for your high school
education (HSED=3), then your college education, as reported in COLLED, should be
“none" (COLLED=1).

The number of weeks worked during the past year (WKSWORK) plus the number of weeks you
were not working but were looking for work (WKSLOOK), cannot be greater than 52.

If you res ed to an Army advertisement by sending in a card (T115A=1), then what you
received should be specified in 7116 (71168,C,D,E,F,G,H, and/or I=1).

If you did not respond to an Army advertisement by sending in a card (T115A NE 1), then
Y?*Z:o?ld have specified 'I never sent a card in response to an Army ad! in T116
( =1).

If you did not respond to any Army advertisement (T1150=1), then you should have specified
'l never sent a card in response to an Army ad' in T116 (1116A=1), 'l never called a
toll-free number in response to an Army ad' in T117 (T117A=1), and 'l never received any
?:1&'2?1%?%&[ in response to a toll-free catl or card' in 1118 (T118A=1) and

If you responded to an Army advertisement by calling a toll-free number (T1158=1), then
what you received should be specified in T117 (T1178,C,D0,E,F,G,H, and/or 1=1).

1f you appreciated receiving a 'letter telling me location of Army recruiting station!
(T11??;1zh§r7lgn1¥ou should have specified that you received a letter in T116 (T116C=1)
or T =1).

1f you appreciated having 'a gift like tube socks or wrist bands!' (T118C=1), then you
should have specified that you received that gift in T116 (T1160=1) or T117 (T117D=1).

1f you appreciated having *a poster" (T118D=1), then you should have specified that
you rece?sed a poster in T116pg7116E=1) or T117 (T117E=1). pe

1f you appreciated having a 'booklet about Army service' (T118E=1), then you should have
specified that you received that booklet in T116 (T116F=1) or T117 (T117F=1).

1f you appreciated having a 'booklet about Army College Fund' (T118F=1), then you should
have specified that you received that booklet in T116 (T116G=1) or T117 (T117G=1).

1f you appreciated having 'a bumper sticker' (T118G=1), then you should have specified
that you received a bumper sticker in T116 (T116H=1) oF T117 (T117H=1).

If you appreciated having 'Army bookcovers' (T118H=1), then you should have specified that
that you received bookcovers in T116 (11161=1) or T11% (1117121, pec

If a booklet about Army service helped you decide to enlist in the Army (T1198=1), then
you should have specified that you received a booklet in T116 (T116F=1) or T117 (T117F=1).

If a booklet about the Army College Fund helped you decide to enlist in the Arm¥
(T1}$t1:;1)h§[}én1§ou should have specified that you received a booklet in T116 (T116G=1)
or ( =1).

1f you specified the total amount of your cash enlistment bonus in U231 (U231=2,3.4,5,
8523%"4; f'; you should have specified that you received a bonus in U228 (U228A-U228D,

1f you specified that you did not receive a cash enlistmant bonus in U231 (U231=1),
then you should not have specified that you received a bonus in U228 (U228E-U228F NE 1).

then you should have

If you had not worked for pay before {oining the Army (T7211=45)
ing for work" or “Not uorf(ing and not looking

specified either “Not working but lool
for work" in T279W (T279W=3 or 4).

1f you don't regularly listen to the radio during the week (T221F=1), then T221A-T221E
should have been skipped (T221A-T221€=0).

1f you don't regularly listen to the radio during the weekend (T222F=1), then T222A-T221E
should have been skipped (T222A-T222€=0).

1f you specified 'l do not know what job 1 signed l.? for' in T049 (T049=1), then you
should have specified the same reply to 7050 (T050=1), and vice-verss.
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Given these possible sources of faulty data, a series of
variables was created to provide an accounting of respondent
reliability. Four variables were developed to calculate the
occurrence of survey item response errors for each survey respon-
dent. The four types of response errors and their respective
variable names are: (1) missing data - MISSDOT; (2) out-of-range
responses - MISSB; (3) multiple responses provided when a single
response was required - MISSA; and (4) logic failures - MISSLOG.
A fifth variable, MISSTOT, summed all four response error counts
to provide an overall measure of respondent reliability. The
frequency distributions for each of these variables are presented
in the codebook, pages 4~408 to 4-417.

Recoded Survey Items

New versions of three 1984 NRS items were created in order
to enhance their presentation in the tabulations. Recoded ver-
sions of original survey items were developed in order to:

(1) regroup response alternatives so as to reduce the original
number of answer categories; and (2) to construct crossing vari-
ables. The three variables recoded for tabular analyses are
treated below in Tables 3 and 4. Crossing variables are
discussed in the next section of this chapter.

Table 3 lists the question number, variable names, and
recoded variable names for each of the survey items that were
reformatted for tabular analyses of the Winter data. This is
followed by Table 4 which documents the regrouping and collapsing
of original variable values and labels into the recoded values.
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Table 3

Recoded Variables with Regrouped Response Alternatives
for Tabular Analyses

Survey Item* Variable Name Recoded Variable
A003 WKSWORK RWKSWORK
AO0O4 WKSLOOK RWKSLOOK
A002 21IP RBRIGADE

*Question numbers preceded by the letter "A" indicate that the
question was presented in the background section of the survey,
and thus did not have question numbers. The number provided
after the "A" indicates the approximate sequence of item
presentation in the background section of the survey.

ORMF/ORMF-Derived Variables

Thirteen variables were taken directly or were created using
data from the ORMF for merging with the NRS date files. Many of
these variables were subsequently reformatted for use as crossing
variables in tabular analyses. This section presents a series of
tables (Table 5) documenting the merged variables' original
formats as presented on the ORMF (MEPRS and REQUEST formats are
both provided where applicable) and the variables' formats and
labeling as they appear on the SAS database.
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Table 4

Documentation of 1984 Winter NRS Item Recoding
for Tabular Presentation (USAR/ARNG Components)

WKSLOOK How many weeks were you not working and looking for a job in the past year?
RWKSLOOK Recoded - How many weeks were you not working and Looking for a job in the past year?
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
Recoded
variable Original Variable Regrouping of Recoded
Name values Value Labels Name original values Values/Labets
WKSLOOK . No response RWKSLOOK .,A,B,D . = No response/missing
A Multiple response error 0 0 = 0 weeks
8 Out-of-range 01-04 1 = 1-4 weeks
D Question not on survey 05-12 2 = 5-12 weeks
0 No weeks 13-26 3 = 13-26 weeks
1 1 weeks 27-52 4 = 27-52 weeks
2 2 weeks
Sé 52 weeks
WKSWORK How many weeks did you work in the past year?
RWKSWORK Recoded - How many weeks did you work in the past year?
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
Recoded
variable original variable Regrouping of Recoded
Name Values Value Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
WKSWORK . No response RWKSWORK .,A,8,D . = No response/missing
A Multiple response error 0 0 = 0 weeks
B Out-of -range 01-04 1 = 1-4 weeks
D Question not on survey 05-12 2 = 5-12 weeks
0 No weeks 13-26 3 = 13-26 weeks
1 1 weeks 27-52 4 = 27-52 weeks
2 2 weeks
Sé 52 weeks
Z1P 2Zipcode of the house where you spent your teenage years.
RBRIGADE Recoded - Zipcode of teen home collapsed into BRIGADE
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
Recoded
Variable Original Variable Regrouping of Recoded
Name Values Value Labels Name original Values Values/Labels
21pP . No response RBRIGADE .,A,B,D . = No response/
A Multiple response error 2ipcodes missing
B Out-of-range crosswalked to 1 = NE
0 Question not in survey corresponding 2 = SE
00000 Recruiting I =My
. Brigade 4 = WEST
. (Region). 5 = suW
.
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In some instances, the original ORMF variable values were
simply regrouped or collapsed into a smaller number of response
categories. In other instances, multiple MEPRS and REQUEST
variables were used to create a single new SAS variable. When
several different ORMF variables were used to create a new SAS
variable, the original MEPRS/REQUEST variables are included in
the same table with the derived SAS variable; explanations of the
variable creation are also provided in the table itself.

Table 5 lays out the values of the SAS variables (always
located in the right-most column) adjacent to the original values
of the MEPRS/REQUEST variable for ease in interpreting the
regrouping and relabeling of value categories. When this was not
possible, special notations are included on the table. Tables 6
and 7 in the next section of this chapter document any further
transformation of the SAS versions of the merged variables to
create crossing variables for the USAR and ARNG components,
respectively.

Crossing Variables

Thirteen crossing variables were created for tabular
analyses of the 1984 Summer NRS data for the USAR and ARNG
components, although only eleven of these were used to produce
the tabulations. The same crossing variables were constructed
for the 1984 Winter NRS database. Thus, data analysts can easily
produce tables comparable to the Summer 1984 tabulation volumes
using 1984 Winter data.

Two of these crossing variables are different versions of
the ethnic group variable, POPGRP. The crossing variable,
XPOPGRP was created for the USAR component using ORMF data.
However, the ARNG component had insufficient personnel data on
the ORMF. Thus, survey data was used to create the variable,
XGPOPGRP for this component.

Three of the thirteen crossing variables are versions of the
AFQT category variable using different norming conventions.
Every NRS respondent for whom AFQT was available (from MEPRS/
REQUEST) was given an MCAT variable. Depending on the form of
the AFQT administered to the respondent, the MCAT variable was
renormed using either the 1944 WW2 test norms (TESTID=1-4) or the
1980 youth norms (TESTID=0 or >5). All three versions of the
AFQT category variable (i.e., MCAT, MCAT80, and MCAT44) are
included on the 1984 Winter NRS database, thus allowing
comparable analyses with the 1984 Summer NRS databases.

Analysts should be aware that one or more of these three
variables may have large amounts of missing data for the National
Guard component. Thus, analysts should review frequencies of
each mental category variable prior to conducting analyses of the
National Guard survey data.
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No official volume of tabulations were produced for the
Winter NRS. A two-volume set of tabulations were produced for
the RA and the USAR respondents to the Summer NRS. A single
tabulation volume using five crossing variables was produced for
the ARNG. Volume 1 in the USAR tabular descriptions presents
tables of 1984 NRS survey responses (on Form D) crossed by
respondent gender, highest level of education, ethnic group,
marital status, and AFQT category. Volume 2 crossing variables
for USAR respondents include program (respondent participation in
the ROTC Simultaneous Membership Program and/or the Spl%t
Training Program), receipt of a cash bonus (GMA and GMB” response
only), recruiting region, rural/urban nature of preenlistment
residence, and age at accessioning. The ARNG tabulation volume
will present survey responses crossed by gender, highest level of
education, ethnic group, rural/urban nature of preenlistment
residence, and age at accessioning. Three of the crossing
variables are based upon survey items. The other eight crossing
variables were derived from ORMF data elements.

Survey items were used to construct three of the eleven
crossing variables for the 1984 Summer NRS USAR and ARNG
tabulations. Survey items, U224 and U225, were used to construct
the crossing variable, XPROG, for the USAR component. The survey
variable, ETHNIC, was used to create XGPOPGRP for the ARNG
component as a result of insufficient personnel data for this
component. (ORMF data was used to create XPOPGRP for the USAR
component.) And, finally, XRURURB was constructed for both USAR
and ARNG components from survey item T187. The original variable
values were regrouped prior to inclusion in the tabulations as
shown below:

Survey Item(s) Crossing Variable Values and Labels
Form D
U224 Q039 XPROG (Split Training/ 1 = Neither
U225 Q043 Simul taneous Membership 2 = ST
Program Participation) 3 = Both
4 = SMP
ETHNIC A006 XGPOPGRP (Sel f-Reported 1 = white
Ethnic Group) 2 = Black
3 = Hispanic
4 = Other
1187 Q103 XRURURB (Rural/Urban Nature 1 = LG_CITY
of Preenlistment 2 = MED_CITY
Residence) 3 = SUBURB
4 = TOWN

5 = RURAL/FARM

3GMA refers to male, high school diploma graduates and post-high
school graduates in AFQT categories 1~3A. GMB signifies the
same information as GMA but includes AFQT category 3B.
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The remaining eight crossing variables were created using
ORMF data. In some instances, crossing variables were taken
directly as they had appeared on both files which comprise the
ORMF, e.g., the SAS variable SEX is the equivalent of the MEPRS
variable, MSEX and the REQUEST variable, RSEX. In other
instances, the values of ORMF var.iables were regrouped or were
combined with other ORMF variables to create the crossing
variable. Table 5, which was discussed earlier in this chapter,
documents the original ORMF variables which were used to produce
SAS versions of the ORMF variables. Tables 6 and 7 document the
transformation of ORMF data elements and NRS items into crossing
variables for the USAR and ARNG components, respectively. The
values presented in these tables report the legitimate or
allowable ranges, not the actual values reported. Actual
frequency counts are reported on the codebook pages documenting
the crossing variables.
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Table 6

Creation of 1984 Winter NRS Crossing Variables
(USAR) Component

Crossing variable: XSEX Crossing Varisble - Gender

SAS Veriable: SEX Sex (MSEX/RSEX) as Reported on MEPRS/REQUEST*
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable Original variable Regrouping of Col lapsed
4 Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
SEX 1 = Male XSEX 1 1 = Male
2 = Female 2 2 = Female
1 Crossing Variable: XEDLEV2 Crossing Variable - Highest Education AR/NG
SAS Variable: EDLEV Education Certification Derived from MEDLEV/REDLEV on MEPRS/REQUEST*
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable original variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
EDLEV 0 = Less than high school diplome XEDLEV2 5,6,7,8,9 1 = Post
1 = Certificate of completion or 3 2 = NSDG
attendance 3 3 = NSST
2 = GED 0,1,2 4 = NHSG
3 = In high school
4 = HSDG
5 = College equivalency
6 = In college
7 = Associate (AA)
8 = Nurse
9 = BA/BS or higher
*The source for the MEPRS/REQUEST data elements was the Operations Reporting Master File (ORMF).
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B, JgEN

Table 6 (continued)
Crossing Variable: XINCENT Crossing Variable - Incentives Male 1-1118 HSST/HSDG/POST (USAR only)
SAS Varisble: RIPGM Reserve Incentive Program (MVINCN) as Reported on MEPRS/REQUEST® (USAR only)
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
variable original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
RIPGMR A = Selected Reserve with a )(IMCEII‘I'1 A 0 = Cash borus
cash incentive 8,0,G,H,N,P,Q,T,Y, 1 = No cash bonus
8 = Selected Reserve with v,0,7, and 8
educational assistance 1
N = Enlisted w/out incentive - The only respondents
wWas a prior incentive selected were
recipient Reserve, 1-1118B,
Q = Enlisted w/out incentive - HSST, HSDG, or post-HS
was not a prior incentive graduate meles
recipient (XEDLEV2=1, 2 or 3
V = Prior enlistment in the & MCAT80=4, 5, 6, or
IRR with bonus 7 & COMP=2 & SEX=1).
b0,G,M,pP,7,7,0,7,8
Crossing Varisble: XPOPGRP Crossing Variable - Ethnic Group
SAS Variable: POPGRP  Population Group Derived from MRACE & METHNIC/RRACE & METHNIC on MEPRS/REQUEST*
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name original Values Values/Labels
POPGRP 1 = white (Not Nispenic) XPOPGRP 1 1 = white
2 = Black (Not Hispenic) 2 2 = Black
3 = Hispenic 3 3 = Hispanic
& = Other 4 4 = Other

*The source for the MEPRS/REQUEST dats elements was the Operations Reporting Master File (ORMF).
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Table 6 (continued)

Crossing Verisble: XPROG Crossing Varisble - Split Treining/Simul taneous Membership Program Participetion

SAS Varisbles: U224 Are you participating in the ROTC Simultaneous Membership Program?
U225 Are you participsting in the Split Training Program (take individual entry training
this summer and advence training next summer) so as not to disrupt work or school

attendance?
ORIGINAL FORMAY RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Varisbie Original Variable Regrouping of Col lapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Ooriginal vValues Values/Labels
U224 & U225 1 = No XPROG U224=1 & U225=1 1 = Neither
2 = 1 would not have joined U224=1 & U225=2.3, or 4 2 = ST
the Reserve/Guard U224=2,3,0r 4 & U225=2,3, or & 3 = Both
without the opportunity U224%2,3,0r 4 & U225=1 4 = SMP
to participate in this
program
3 = | would have joined the
Regerve/Guard even if
this program had not
been available
4 s donot know if 1
would have joined the
Reserve/Guard without
this program
Crossing Variable: XREGION Crossing Varisble - Region (Recruiting Brigades)
SAS Variable: BATTALION [First rumeric digit used to group into brigades] (MRSID/MVRSID/RRSID) as Reported
on MEPRS/REQUEST*
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMATY
SAS Crossing
Varisble Original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values end Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
IATTALI(IIZ 1 = NE XREGION 1 1 = NE
3 = SE 3 3 = SE
& = SW 4 4 = SV
5 s M S 5= m
2 6 = WEST [ 6 = WEST
First digit only.

*The source for the MEPRS/REQUEST deta elements was the Operations Reporting Master File (ORMF).
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Table 6 (continued)

Crossing Variabie: MNAGEACC Crossing Variable - Age at Accession

SAS Variable:

AGEATACC Age at Time of Accession [((MDOE - MDOS) -~ 365.25)/((MDOE - RDOB) =~ 365.25)1/

[ (RDOE -MDOB) - 365.25)/((RDOE -RDOB) = 365.25)] as Reported on MEPRS/REQUEST*

ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Varisble Original Varisble Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
AGEATACC 16 XAGEACC 16,17 1 =16 -17
. 18 2=18
. 19 3= 19
. 20 - 26 4 =20 - 24
37 25 - 34 $=25 -3
(35 - 3N (Missing/
out-of-range)

Crossing Variable: XRMCAT80 Crossing Variable - Mental Category (1985 Renorming/1980 Youth Norms)

SAS Variable:

MCAT80 Mental Category (1985 Renorming/1980 Youth Norms] (MAFQT/RAFQT) as Reported
on MEPRS/REQUEST®

ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
vVariable Original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Vatues and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
MCAT80 1 =4C,5 XRMCAT80 3,2 1=4
2 = 4B 4 2 =38
3= 4A 5 3 s3A
4 =38 6,7 bs18&2
5= 3A 1) (Missing/
6=2 out-of-range)
7=

*The source for the MEPRS/REQUEST data elements wes the Operations Reporting Master File (ORMF).
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Table 6 (continued)

Crossing Varisble: XMARST Crossing Varisble - Marital Status

SAS Veriables: MARST Msrital Status Derived from (MMSTAT) on MEPRS/REQUEST®
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable Original Variable Regrouping of Col lapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Values/Labels
MARST 1 = Single XMARST 1 1 = Single
2 = Married 2 2 = Married
3 = Separated 3 3 « Separated
4 = Divorced 4 4 = Divorced
5 = Widowed 5,6,8 5 = Other
6 = Parent
8 = Annulled

Crossing Variable: XRURURB Crossing Variable - Rural/Urben

SAS Variable: 1187 Which of these best describes the place where you were Living when you entisted?
ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable Original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Values Vatues/Labels
T187 XRURURB
1 =Ina large city 1 1 = Lg city
(Over 250,000 people) 3 2 = Med _city
2 = In a suburb of a large city 2,4 3 = Suburb
3 = In a medium-sized city 5 4 = Town
(50,000 - 250,000 people) 6,7 5 = Rural/Farm
4 = In s suburb of a medium-sized
city
5= Inas smell city or town
(Under 50,000 people)
6 = In a rural ares, but not on
a farm or ranch
7 = On a farm or ranch

*The source for the MEPRS/REQUEST date elements was the Operations Reporting Master File (ORNF).
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Crossing Variable:

SAS Variable:

Table 7

Creation of 1984 Winter NRS Crossing Variables
(ARNG Component)

XSEX Crossing Variable - Gender

SEX Sex (MSEX/RSEX) as Reported on MEPRS/REQUEST*

ORIGINAL FORMAT RECODED FORMAT
SAS Crossing
Variable original Variable Regrouping of Collapsed
Name Values and Labels Name Original Value