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337 Regimental Combat Team
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363 Regimental Combat Team

German: 4th Parachute Division
12 Parachute Regiment
24 Battalion, Grenadier Lehr Brigade
10th Parachute Regiment

SYNOPSIS: In September 1944, the Fifth US Army, as part of a

y i coordinated effort with the British Eighth Army, launched
an offensive against the German Gothic Line, in the
Appennines Mountains of North Central Italy. Not wanting
to essault the heavily defended key terrain of the Futa
Pass, the II Corps decided to cutflank it by taking the
Il Giogo Pass to the east. The 91st Divisior attacked
to seize the high ground to the west (Monte Monticelli)
while the 85th Division attacked Monte Altuzzo on the -
east. Although elements of both divisions were involved, o
the battle was primarily a regimentel-sized fight, with i
most actions involving platoon or squad-sized manuever. o N
After an ardous and often confusing fight, Monte Altuzzo
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I. _IMTRODUCTION TO THE BATTLE OF MONTE ALTUZZO,

The hattle of Monte Altuz:z ncrnred in mid-September 179144,

and was  the first breachino of the Gothic Line by (L5, forces

. The LI5S, 2th Army’'s [T Corps captured the 1 Gioao Fass by

secnting Fonte Alturzo and the sdicining helohts,

A numbsr of sources  of information about the battle are

zvailable. 2} bibflioqraphv is listed st Annex A, The:  primary

gonerce was the book  Three Battles: Arnaville, Alhe
Sechmoft hy  Charles B. MacDonald and Sidney T, Matthews.
MarDonald wrobe  the portion on Altuzzo bazad wupon his
interviews with participante and retracinag the battletield.

Hiz  account  provides an extremely detailed analvsiz of  the

-

ot b f e It is, however, the only source o group could find

vl deibal lad bEhe bathle ibkself, and it domz not  oprovides mach
TV i B o ahont the &vents leading up to the bhattie, the

seeeany 21 oabion and obther pertinent mattors,

| BT N I R TR 1)

conld be fovang which deatt witin the  uaribs

s b b pab i b o Montes altozzo. Thies abibe veas

SRR a  vamimental czized  fioht, 2l TRES A cifioial
et imal amooats af thi period agurys ih Lathls ok, PSR R

LT %% vww fhishor s, arpd Do by Yl Alos b Bravesd T

b1 shoee sitgr Eheatabl ~fForward acocoonts of the Thalisn amoalnan,
stud o oprwedde aood general dnformation about Lhe totto o Lo
i e [T R I A TE malkey ortl v RanEig o Fae orpley b Bl Tralbvle o
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Yoo personal accounts  were =svailable, which nroved most
helnfol in ouw research. One was  an afbep -asction report
wr 1t ren in 1947 by LIC Fobert Cole, commander  of the 2d

ot talion, 338tk Infantry Regimenh. Slthouagn hiz bhattalyion

piiet the m=in efifort on Monte a&lituzza, ti

av b ape | waloabloa, LTC Col= = oromments on cominardd atrd

5

ety | reconmal g2ance and artillery fire support verified our

z oo logions 1t Fhess araas.,

USTAL BT TS arcount = A wE { Or meer SGT Jame s E.
Shebeovshoe o, b wras Livvol ved in one of the bey actiianzs of The
ot Ve, at Foabody  Ridoe. His account VT interestiing and
helned provide s nood feeling forr the natige : 2 action, bhutb

Pimd bed in scope.,

Sl bert Fesselring = postwsr analvsis  of  German
ikt erms during the Thalian Canpaion. while not dicechtad
zron fjelly 2t the fGothic Line battles, proved helpdfal an

e German Areay s frabhtinag condltion., Pl @
soformat il on 11 E capabllities  and probless
IOeTS B B0 i camvalviasg andd obther mabioses b Menta

v b el

S ESTE SE T IR

Phoe Fall e 19444 the 1 1ies vt a ZENIEETRTE S AR
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Pl =rosd Braiyveiee bthe Gernans, now withoot  the zid of theie

fovmeEt AN1s partners T ) & formidable defense

v, had construct

Covenangy s Ui Goklie

-
i

e Birsen Line. Monts @altuzzo was anly one

gf Pher hattlez thaet wouwld contreibute ko bhve ceventus) @) iied

e et thieoonah b the Gobiae Ui,

- i [ X med ther  Gormztee oo the Unogobed

s Fhie meaion front of the Euwrooeasn  tThealer,
ot ah daemre specifically Charetiil b bedied in the importance

cr Ve Soothieren Frool s the invazion of Franose 1o Jume 1949 had

vl the focus  of tfillied attentior and recowoes to the
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amE el b ot Garmanss frrom the West, The Gormans., F by

from both western armies in France and the Red Sroy in

w1 eed ITtaly as a secondary  throast o theilr  war

Sebimariy 5 prilme interest in Ital- v prevent the
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G [ Area of Operations:
1. Climate and weather® The climate and weather in ths
- 11 Giogo Pass/Monte Altuzzo area of operation during Septembsr
8 1438 wae characterized by warm, dry dave with ccol nights and
% early morning mist and chill drafts which swept cver the hills.
<t
3
fa -While the soldiers of the 338th Infantry had fie'd sackets, olive
.
3 - . . ‘
it drab uniforms, and zummer underwear (in which ther would swelter
. o the dartime), they were stripped to the barest sssent als $for
A the  +fighting, thirsted in the davtime =xng zhiuvered at n-ght.
i
1% Weather ard climatic conditions were not severe enough to
Wy materially affect the cutcome of the battie; Sowever, some
it -
i; concealment of trcop movement wae possible under the cocuver of the
ﬁ
¥ ( eariy morning mists. Conversely, dry and dusty conditione aiced
N
» soservers and allowed them to spot vwzhicular movement at long
)
ot range s, in nejither case were these conditions tacticallw
E significant to the extent that they affected the outcame CoFf the
!
b battle,
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oK
>
- .2, Terrain, The 1 Gioge Pase Maonte Al ituzzo area was 3
. zart  of  the German defensive area Mnown as the Goth:s Lone. The
- q -
2
oo . Gothis Line defesnzes ubtiylized <4he r~ugged @pehnines mounta oo
mange, which in  themselves present a formidable obstalle 10 &nv
24 attacking <+orce, Here peaks rise From the @rno valles 2 a3 Zrzat
’ - -
by
'; rodge’ine with  tops reaching heights from ITI0 to S007 fezt. The
Sermanz were fully confidemt of stopping the Allied 2rive along
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artifications, barriers, and cbs*zcles for zver a vesr

3 the cffensive, Construction of this defensive 'Tine on ‘ithe
o -
)
oA . scuthern slope of the Apenning’ Mountzing betuween Florencs and
*,
ki
Y
. Bologras was part of the totzl German gplan for successive
deferzive positions on  the [ftaliam peninzula, 388 of the
gvtremel s rugged rnature of the terrain  the Cefunmzses Touls be
carzentrated or  the passes through the mountains.
f wad  undertaken initially by 28,000 Itzalian workers supervised by AN
:o ) ’:::
3 the  Crganization Todt as mentionsed garlisr, Licrk was accelarated %ﬁé
v ‘-".h.
B ¥ . . - B - e - "
w tn Jume 1944 after the fall of Rome, when responzibiiity for the X
o
A defenzes was  assigned hv the SZerman Commander in Chief, Bl
1] : N
Y Southwest, to the units which were to defend the line.
g
M
i »
\
! The Dbarrier svstem of the Gothic Line inow called the Green Line?
B was  intended to function as a positron to which the Fermans couwld
N, .
L f2i1 back if necessary. Since the Aperninez are in thamssiuves i
v . :
g barrier, the tbtarrier s2ystem waz designed to imprgowe  on the
> Tatural ohetacles, The pasiticns for fartifdizat on were well
" selaected and mutuzl s supporting. Defernsive oositions and
~ sostacles were orimarily €ited to cover the main rcad througn the
' . TREE, with many of the positions gut ints =220 Tooe.,
o
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T Jerman  recards rawe not produczed  figures  Sn the mumTes o4
% gbetacles placed 0 the arex attaciked by the 2Tth Div s 20 2t 10
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W &3 described in the 25th Divieion G-2 report on the
¥
4 .operation,"The snemy’'s defenses consisted chiesly of ounvers
y conztructed of earth and legs, Ffortified houses, machine qun
'3 oositions cut into rock and innumerable mortar emplacemsnts, The i{;
s . . . St
” pozitions were well planned and germerally mutusalls supporting. b g
’ g
¥ AN
S The focrtified houses on Hill T332 and ‘Yerrucs were c-rcied by R0
% bands of mines and barbed wire; the heauvy wegetat . on growih was
“ h . . .
ty cleared and copenings in the walls at ground tevel allowed machine
" _
b \ guns to employ grazing fire. Bazookasz were inefftective against
) the thick walls of these houses. Similarly, bunkers and pillboxes
A
L]
.’ were S0 well constructed that they survived ! but direct hits
2.
¥
a S» the artillery or by the aerial bombardment":
,’ 1 "_'; b4
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e AT
¥, fe M’
) The Gothic <<Green) Line Jjust east of the I! Giogs Pass canz N
) ‘.‘ - % ,
AL Mighwary £524y iz dominated By Monte altuzzo, and on the west by -—%
- 7‘7;,47
Momte Monticelli. In order to control  the pazs Y oDl D \\+
- y L - . : NS
e . necessary to firgt capture these ocojectives., The confosoonm o4 2
.." ‘:‘
e ‘Qv
s-ush=clad ridgez and aullies which characterized the approaches Al
. sk
=5, .
; te  the  twg heights were in tuen subiect  to obsaruation and Eb
i,
e -
e crogsfire from the zcdioining heights and tme bunkers thereon. The d&
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. scattered patches of prines eascept where bBare rock outoroppings
L
¥
o ’ ang  zheer I)if<s furnished no foothold for vegetat on. There iuzre
)
s
¥ faw  standing trees on the forward slopes of *hme mountain byt
o many» more had besn felled to create harrierzs azs well a2 < enn
R ftelds of fire. Artillery zhells tcre awar most of the remaining

trees during the course of the battle. Very Yittle cousr and
X almost no concealment was available for the attacker.
3
0 oo
: The portion of the line Jjust east of the !l Giogo Fass where the
S Infantry was to make its main effort is shaped 1ike 2 huge
N
;: amphitheater with two wings extending socuth from Mante &ltuzze
-
N (HI FZaD {photomap enclosedy. ZSituated on  the flocr oFf tne
#3 amphi theater = the La Rocca ftarmhouse and its associates fields
¥
AN . . . .
¢4 and pastures, which were under the direct chservation and fire of
3
A the  enemy from Hill 782, kKnob 1| and knob 2 located on the eastern
b\ wing leading to the summit, and the western pgak “Peabogy Ridge:
o tocated an the western wing., Only a coordinated z=4tack against
A\
% tne  heights on both sides of the amphitheater could achizie
$. z2ccess  againzst the enemy cccupring this portior of the Breen
’.
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v 17443, the EBritish 8th &rmy held the eastern <our=+ $¢~z o< tre i
. A
A . , i . o . Ko
L, Pine  and  the UT Sin army held the remaining one—f:Fih or the A
H e
Pt o
' weggt., The plan of attack was for the Stk Army Yo initizts the x?ﬂ
& e

¢ attack and get the Germans to commit their regerve to bBlunt tha ‘¢{
By - U
D,‘ . JHryd
' I Itk Army attack. Once the German reserves were Committed, the SHn ﬁ?f
K3

2 R
N Aeme o would taunch ite attack against the Gothic Line, i
N ’i;v:_
iy

O 10 Sectember 1744, the Stk US Army Taunched itz attack. Tuo R

. e
o4 Corps waz  to make the main effort for the SHR &mme oz the 2Tt pod
. Infantry Division was to make the main attack $zr Twao Carzzs . The R
N Y
N Stk @army  numbered roughly 242,002 troocps and inmcludes ten combat '3%
Y it
s .~
divisiaons, OF this force, less than a thousand men were o ued S

oy

tm the  asttack. In fact, the zssault force that bore the Crunt of KO%L
, o _ ¥

the fighting was never larger at any one time thanm two rifle WE
X

companies numbering some 350 men. Two Corps units inuoluwed were L

the 24th, 35th, 3S2th, and fist Diviziconz, The Z4thH, 2Ttrn, and

st Divisiocne were to attack north and the Z8¢th Div.sgsion was in
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Strength and Compositicns

gSth

Infantry Division

Task Organization
- 327 Regimental Caombat Team
337th Infantry Regiment
2Z8th Field Artillery Battalion (10Smmo
Zompany & 210th Ergineer Combat Battalicon

Company A 210th Medical Battalion

L
w
w

Regimental Combat Team
228th Infantry Regiment
327th Field Artillery Battalion <105mm:

34th Chemical Weapons Battalion 4.2 inch maortar?

- Company D, 752 Truck Battalion

N

Company B, 310th Engineer Combat Sattalian

*y ‘v'rv R

Company B, 310th Medical Battalion

B

I7? Regimental Combat Team

Ry
g 23?th Infantry Regiment
' - ‘

i 10 Field Artillery Sattalion “105mme
F Company &, 24tk Chemical Weapons Batial ion
ﬁ
n - - - . - .
Pe . Comparny ©, 210tk Engireer Combat Battzlian
"y
s Company C, 310th Medical Battalinmr
»
\"
v
» . Lo ,
v 23540 Civizion Artillerwy
~:
i 4023%h Field Artillery Battalion ¢I3Tmm>
’l
e, ®
*l

XKy s aa



2Sth Cawalry Troop Mech?

210th Engineer Battalicon (=2

g 310tk Medical Battalion (=3

%
Hgez Special Troops

R HHC A,
ol iyt
o 78Sth Crdnance Ligth Maintenance Comparn: ey
B -.";s.
o 85+th Guartermaszter Company Rrey

25tk Signal Company <
: S
. 25tk Military Police Platoon H
L . "
o
N\
e Attached to the 85th Division
)

~J
w
(]
v}

Tank Battalion imedium?

( : 805tk Tank Destrorer Battaliochn (SF2
: 84th Chemical Battalion (4.2 inch mortar:?
",
:; 10Sth Anti Aircraft Artillery Battalion
i
oy Support o e 35th ivisian ey
b In Support of the 35th Diwisien M&%
e iy
P Hgs, Il Corps Artillery 3
Es 3]
a T2tk Field Aartillery Group 35?
1724k Field Artillery Battalion 135mm:? DIl >
BN
LR X ¢
- 242tk Field mrtilie~y Battalicn (135mm:e {3
ot
. g;.,
22%th Field Artillerw Battalion 7133mm: ——
T
= PR X . = Lo
T3I9th Field @rtiilery Battalion (8.5 inch gun f‘%
: by
W
[ ;

"'"".".‘.";._'-;,.\l;.";b:v: Wy :
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O
&F7th Fiald Artillery Zaiializr (Z80mm 2 n qun o
i - |‘l
¢ . “‘,;19
g ) N bl . .- e - el
' £72%h Fie'd Art . llery Sattal ion (Z40mm- %.7 Sun’ wav
ot
. e ot
( f‘g"?
. L . - . . . . h &g T
% PETERh Field artillery Batda)ion C1SSmmo s
}A
® ;
* . L ., . . .
e . The divizicon's plan was to attack with twg regiments arezszt, the
l‘ﬁ
LR
3 .
v on the left was to secure ™Morte Alfuzzo argd the
) P
4 on the right to secure Mount Yewroos, The IETLR Y
Y]

Infantry was the division reseruve, 3"
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S s

¥, suger ority throughout the battle, though  fte omzact was ‘l;
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A
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. '\
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destrovimg Sunsers

There was no signifi:
hat  impacted

grenades LSeen more

icted more casualties on US forces,

the ocutcome o+ the Dattle,
forces warked properls
their objectives sooner
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rders-Quidance from  the 35th Diuvision as there waz no Luicance

=

, sther than "push on” as alluded to earl:ezr,
i
x> c. Doztrine and Training The 25th Divizion 2 plan of
%,
¥ N . e
SN atrack called #For two regiments abreast to make the ma:n attack
P
& with one regiment in reserve. The reg:ment:z were +ormed into
e ~egimental combat  teams with the neoermal s'ice of comzat zupport <
iy N
» LB
¥ 3nd combat service support Jsee task organizationi, &s stated N
ax i
- garlizr, roughly S04 of the divizieon had compat e«perisnce. The s
-
o tercain mpacted in two major areas of doctrine and training. The LN
5! R
= tirst  areax affected wasz the Forces” ability to mass  which N
'," :-:f
¥l ~esulted in piece-mealed, uncoordinated atrtacks., This allocwed the Said
=3
G Sermans to defend company sSize frontages with  olatoons  and ?i'
%y ".Aﬁ.
. sometimes with squad size units. Thus, US forces were forced to e
.‘.. "-"‘.:
™ ( completely clear areas and not by-pass any sremy» force az these ii!
‘ H H . . . . T
" enemy units could bring effective +Ffire on the attzcking anit, e
- S,
- - . =0y
v Zgcondly, the terrain was such that 21! teaders had 3 wverw e
- ReR
Qifficult time locating themselues an the ground., This resul ted g,
3 . . . . . A
A tn the zparse use of artillery to strike enemy front line units DN
7, L.
A Lo fear of injuring friendly troops. ThHe terrain complicated the o
. . by’
. ’.
LEituatiorn further by restricting the utilizaticn of *92 weacaors —
A
i sietoon. The machine guns  and  S0mm mortars werz ot effectiue e
/ <.
< o
A zgaingt  the  #memy  defenses i .e.  burkars, morbtar cotzv, TRe q??
0 AT
o terrmain offered natural camouslage to the German foréificavicns ?$,
r e
f making 1+t szutremely difficult to Tocate smame coasrtioms, s oen Fﬁﬁ
OJ ﬁ\
! L . ~
" when  ther wers firing on WS forcesz, Lt Col Cole zummarmized the RIRY
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2tarted the cperation with three disadvantages ags nst |
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time LAE H

g

o table for reconnaissance,planing and coorsination Sv

Battzlron and smaller sized unitsy {(2) the ohbiective snd missizon

" were too wvague due to the nature of the terrcain (0,2, H:7T F72
L ’
R . was not oa hilld at  al) Byt merely an elevaticn cn the map. It
A cusr= oaked nothing, it controilec rnothing, nor 20 ¢ agdce
anxthing YT the success of the bBattler; and (3 trme zote 5 wen
- hiz battalicn prevented him  From takirg amy actior wh.zh o could
. aid or azsist the division’'s total e=ffcrt,
2 -
3 3. conditicns Mora'e and Leaderghip: The scldiers o
d
¢ . - Co . : . )
the EZ¢th Division were in good phrs.cal concdit:con ang their
N mzrate was high., "Loaded down with full packs and klanket rolls,
Y
e ther had marched on foot from Yaglia, twelue miles up and down
5 Mills, Despite their fatigue, they cid not seem depressed about
M the imzending attack., Few suspected that a hard fight 'ay zhzad,
3 ’
> and most shared the confidence of their officers”.Z: Eﬁ
?f 2 b *
. Fernerztlw, the soldiers expected this %o be an easy fight. Az the e
e
o ) - . . . '.»‘f
A Gattle began, morale was high and remained high except for some e
- s
P s front iine units that received heavy casualties, Im thesze un-te, Qg
= el
Lohe majority of the soldiers fougth Lravelr and maintained & Righ =
- ztzte  of discipline, Fowever, there were same who fan 03 zTome B
B A
-, N
- s sutr2ader:d without o oa foght, Far the most part, oTztaoor e
’ 2adersz, platoon sergeants  and zquad ‘eaders tool  mostowa
meaxzyres to maintain high morale by leading by evample arc ot
g.22z'ng  their men to unmecessar» Jdanger., The ter-a n aduerselr
w
f . . .
affectes morale by restricting mutual suppor®t by adiazcent and
"~ e
o % e ‘e*
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f2llow  on forces. ddhen one unit was tawing fire, an sdlacenmt or
“cliomong wray could not fare for feap of Mitting feizngly
troops. The terrain  aiso affected morale by causzing resupply of
ctass I and % to be intermittent at best, Because 2% the tz-rauin,
small  unit leaders were continually challenged to deuelop new
approaches to solwe battiefield problems. Communicatiom  wite
their higher headguarters wasE  aimost nonex.ittent, <forcing

sergeants and lieutenante to make *the decizions which Sit
‘od to the accomplishment ofF the mission of the S%tn Do, =z
. Zersiew of Cremyv Forces:

1. The Germans had +ive Divisione on the Gothic 1ime.,

them, the 3th  Farachute Division had an extended fronts

i
0

three regimentsz on line as follows 10tk Regiment &

Frassino, 11th Regiment at Monte Calvi, and {2th Reg

X
0

nte  Atuzzo, In addition, a Lithuanian Labor Battalion

Sattalion, Lehr Brigabe were available as the 14th Arm> Res
2. The 4dth parchute Division was manned S» only 2 zmal)

of  experiernced paratroopers who saw combadt at snzic, Most
were  gnexperienced beovs with only three manths ftoaieg
I:rrzran’ s reserwes were  green  tragps who mal rewsEr fop
cartridges, Mewsrtheless, morale was good and “ne German oz
were prerared to defend the:r positions with great determn
I, The Germans had suffered heauy casualities in the
Lreavout from  the @mnzio Seachhead and the pursuit to t
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o River, &although the nal+s of the allied c¥fencive at the end cf A
., Ju'y had given the Germans s wel! as the Amerizan: 3 thance o
' absorh  reinforcements and egquipment, Folrteenth S&rme’e (o owhich
¥ the 4tH Parachute Division was assigned) strength was we'’? below
§§ - that oFf  the US Sth Army. It had been wezkened suven further afler
the British Sth army had launched 1ts ear!ier &driatic Toast
;] sttacky sz a total of four German diwvisions, (nc'uding three from
)
A t¢ Il Corps zone, had been shifted tc the Terth &rmy oo the ezet
£y to meet thiz threat,
e .
~ -
Q.
N 4, Logistice and Administrative srzitems:
~
n . Long distances from  the front lines o rear supplr coints
N mase  suppir & problem, especially for construction Mmaileria’s
e,
- neaeded to prepare defenses,
.ﬂ
A o Coretant change of command authorities in the Ser-man higher
schelone made it difficult to have pricritiesz set far the $eu
{ syppliss o go the units that needed them most,
* . Allied air  supsriority made it increazingly 2€f.zutt ta
. maintain an  adegquate rate of syppiy to Gothic Line . The
4
M Few rozads in the high rugged Agpenings Mountaons wete unger
.l
Loonstant Allied air engagement, meaning that most zuzploes Rald fc
- bx moeed  at nitght. As & rtesuth, fthe (38R Faracoobe Diuvizion oz
':.
o . . . .
O hart of ammunition anc suppliss,
o
¥ D IMMEDIATE MILITARY CBJECTIVE:
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N Tre followming  are extracts from the 11 Corpe and SStn Tivigion g
W ]
C. . )
P operation arders: .
"3, 2. Sth US Army attack with miszian of penetrating the Eothic 51
S - g
i‘v :
< M . -
- «:me2 3nd Jdebouching into the Fo WValler, o
L]
Ny %, o

W, o Il Corps: Attack north on a thre

[l J

divigion front., Main =+fort Bt

oz the right. Fenetrate Gothic Line and debouvnch nto the Fo

P
"
e
: ﬂ%’;

s - YMaller., Capture objectives at each phase 1.ne, Tontirmue atiack ko

b 14
¥ 38

.

qest objeztive or exploit on axial routes within zore & Cuchess

AT

7

g ZEtR Diuisian: Phase I - FRed Line) Pzass trrouch forces

- - v el

LA A
k]
LAd
7

s 4) 2%

?

fotding QOrange Line within zone., Attack north and capture Morte

Altyzzo anc Monte  Frena. Protect II Corpss right $lan, (Fhase

;_\ NS
-y 4w
XA

.
Gty Y
RSN o
YR

Ed

Sy

It = Lhite Line) Continue attack to north with maximum force and

capture Monte Coldreta and Monte Canda. Continue a2ttt

=

ck to

a

P

" rortheast or exploit north along Highway &524 IAW Duchess Plan,
Ld
o\ tphase II1 - Blue Line) On Order of Il Zorps, continue attack
v
;1‘ . . .
. north or exploit on routes of advance within respective zones I8k
L :
. wzhezzs Plan, o)
Fa %)
a5 Vﬂ
! 4. 33tk Divizien. Il Corps rezerue. Hﬁ
o Y,
. e
:: 2. S_scuzzoon  of  Miltitary QObjectiuve:r lerw carsdu, @E
- - —eta. led 2 coordinated plans and  absectiuves  are RT3 SA
e RS
' ‘»"&‘.
-2 necessary  in the asssault of a2 strong defensive pos'tian, 33 was
. . & - . . . . . f\;
. i the czee of the Gothic Lirne. [f thisz iz rnot dzne & oianned r
»
5l :‘:ﬁ
¥‘ coordinated attack degernerates intoe a3 zeriez cof wmatl ounot ?{
n‘ L %
uncoordinated attacks aimed at meaningless abgectiuvesz, I
o el
» F"
Y N
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. studyving thizs operation one i3 impressed with the i;mitia’ Fot
M : "3
. . . LY :
V. planming of the Sth US &Army» and II Caorpsz for it reade Jugt 1ive =z b%f
IR b
' L] : R d ™~ 3 - \ e:"
o schos?  sclution given at LCG2C, Fort Leavernworth, Karnzaz, After i
‘ the inttial attack, however, no further orders, =:z2pt to push
»4 °
* . R . :
», - on, were given. Personal initiative at the battz)icn, company anc
)
)
th platoon level is what drives the battle and ncludes the taking
b of  the final objective. Qffenzive action toc the right ang to the 5?;
: S0
) " . . ‘ . bt 4T
3 'e+t were not coordinated and guidance that should have come from K
o4 39
& 25th Division and Il Corpz did mot materialize. ancther probliem -
) arex is  that objectives should be KkKer terrain aor
-, -
<. _ . . -
”, tommunication centers and not  just & goose egg an the map. An
"
& " - I R | - — H H - - o IS . -
s ample re Mg e, This ogobisctive for 2d Battalion, Z3I8%%

" Imfantry was not a hil1l at ali but merely an elevation on the
“~
' \ . . - -
N map. 1Y overlooked nothing, it controlled nothing, neor did it add
“

( ‘anrthing to the sucess of the battle. Thiz problem waz compounded
[ bw the +fact that no reconnaissance was done by the infantry
. . .
- commander a2t anry level. Given the time to conduct this much
‘.
~ : . A . )
. rneeded reconnaissance, an intermediate objective would have besn o
e planned foc the maneuver as well as for the fire support assets,
W8

R Eremy abjective: The eremvy s main 1ime o4 rasz zéamze
¢ —~e - s
o an Mante &ltuzzo was manned b 253 to 00 omes om0t ot oo s
w- sumericsily egquivalent  to ane under shrenth Teeman Tatlial oo ar
A‘.l
- zne and  one halfd companiez of American infant-e, Because of the
N terrain,  ooor communication: wand lack of contoot, st s osrmgle 'ﬁ}
o RR%H
R . <
S Yime  guring  the  fiue dar battie 202 the Amer iCanz thT oW 2E TAD Roce
Y
) ‘.n\
troops into action on Monte Altuzzo as 3 the desfende-s, P

. L)
’
() .
t' -
:’,v =-Za-
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=Ythough forced

. . . had e

mg: rforcemsnt, the local Serman commander  had decided o nzig AN
&

Morte Altuzzo and the mountaine on the exzt and wezt =f the 3 253 el

Pass with all the strength they could muster, On 2 Zeptemoer each

sxldier  in the 2th Parachute Regiment, 4tk Parachute Dicizion,

nas received orders that the positicn wss tc e hela o the last

Tan Jespite  lack
fire, Only

5e  abandcended. The
the Baothic Line,
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. Friendlx Course of fAction:

with the

ard 85th

T. The inmitial course of action was changed whan the T4D2
nfzntry of  the ®lst Division crocssed the Siewe FRiuer  and
acvanced  to the Gothic Line  against relaticel. 1. .ght Ferman
razoztance., o he night of 11 September tihe regiment fours

tzeld  appraozimately 2,000 vards  souts of Moni o oCz2' T oand dante
<ituzTo. Sinze tif+ opposition had fziled to develap, the II
Corps commander pt the 3%tk Divizian ¢ reszerve and zrderad the
#lz% Diuisgion ¢ continue Pts attace fre mew i TOCRIRG. StE
obiective waszs & advance as  far a3 possible  fcwamd the b

34th

Marnte Al tuzzo

C el '..q: ".“ o 1; -;" -_'u._"q":-;‘.-;'.\".l" R

course of action was & [l Corpz cocordinated

Division on the lest, ®Plet Divizion in the

Division making the main attack cn the rignt 4o

and I1

Gimgo Pass.
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Early o0 13 September, the German force hac sstablishes its main

eight miles rorth of Florence. After chasing the ernemy through
fuccessive withdrawals, the Fifth U.S, &rmy was now poised to

enter the criticzal phase of its planned offersive

-

-
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e 1! Corps was to be the main effcrt and had dir

Q0
n

ct

T

the ©SSth Divisian up on its right flark on the previcus right to

conduct the main attack in the 11 Corps zone .3

he B5th Division was depioved directly in  frort of Morts
Altuzze, The %1st Divisicn, in the center of the 1! Corcs zonw,
wag +3cing Monte Calvi, and the 34th Division, on the le+t, was
apposte Monte Frassing, The 8%th Divigsion, assigned a narrow

zone east of Highway 4524, was deplored with the 328th Infantry

Regiment on the left, the 33%9th Infantry Regiment on t-e ~ight,
and  the 337th Infantry Regiment in reserve. The 2TT¢% I-~fzrmtry,
Wil a major portion of the 11 Corps obgective m i %z ZTare, Was
Zzploved with  two battalionz abreast, 2d Batta' om oor o ste e+t
and izt Sattalicocn onm the right.4
The commarmcger of the Zd Battalion, 23IZtn Iafamtos Tel Te-t
Tecs’ iz Rzt othe 2 g,oonowas brought up on trucws tte - Rt oo#
T1=12 0 Zegcember tz o an asszembly area in o the wicin.te 28 a7z,
=t aheout nocn oon 12 September, thev receiuved wors thaxt thew would
peEz trraoogh the Pist Divrsion in zone and contimue ftte abtic. nt
Zawn on 12 Zeptember .S
The Sermans were nct well prepared <or the 101 Toroz o afttazk, In
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~ugust, General+feldmarschall Albert Messelring had five Clulizicns ' ¢y
N
p n  thz central sector north of Florence, The 4t Tarazhute e
[Pl Nt
, . . . . - v
Civigion on Highwar &5 5ad besn flarkKed on the wezt z, thes ZFi- A
2 Pamzer Grensdier and the 2&8th Panzer Diwviszions and on the east Sy e
) " U 33
. g L
e . o - IREN
S the  3T&th and T1Sth Grenadier Divisions., Sw 10 September three Myt
i ‘I b
N e
i sf the +Five divizions had been moved to the Adristic Cocast., The Lt
. -
s 4+r  Parachute and the 71Sth Grernadier Dicizicns were forced to Y
; )
N extend their alreadyr long fronts, The 4th Farachute DL.is or iy
. Fu :u
.t t‘d‘&g&
i alane was responsible for most of the 11 Corps attack zone., The .
& div.sion was spread thin with no avsiltable reserves. &A1 three N
-..‘ |
¢ W,
E o¥ its regiments were on lime: the 104k FParachute Feg mernt o the ‘ii
v L]
> Ny
. Monmte Fraszino area, the 11th Parzachute Regiment ir the Marte A
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f ares.t Addditiconal problems  arcse from  *he fact that tre R
: R
. wouncary  between the German Fourteenth and Tenth armies, alsc the i'{
§ coundary  between 4th  Parachute and T1Sth Gremadie~ Div ziors, 1$3
3% Y
moo . . 2
Y et a Jdivided command n *he zone of the I1 Corps attack.” §$
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‘. Bigntighted bky  an extremely skillful withdrawal fram the 'ine by
'3
4
i II Zorps into their assemb’y areas south ofF Florence . Oire-
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) ocrhie Lime, which representzd Cezz otoan My
] tV A2
»
: ame-tyipd  of  the Il Corpes zone, MMalor Serercal Sectfd-er Heres "k
; 4
’ . ¥ #
:f mazzed acprow  mately S mercernt of hiz committed  inmfantos o2
e
? strengts  and an eque’  po-tion of  Riz paool of  tanws, tan ANy
Xy - Lty
3 . . — . Ty
1 destraovere, and chemical units, Qiving RHimo oan ezt mated BN
A . . 3 . - i kt'-‘}t
* supsrior. by of three—to-—one ocuwver the defending Germans,? TS
£ im addition o normal division artillary, each ¥ the attacoking Q \
J - = - " - . P :‘ﬂh'n
- dicisiong received direct support from one Corps Field antiller: R
: h“:t
" QrouD. Support for  the 25th Divizion also incloded thRe thrse 2
y 10Z-mm  howitzer battalionz of the 85th Diwvizion. For ‘orng-range
o -
. tounterbattery fire and particylarls for the work of Wnocking oot
> =
N
._ the  sirongly reinforced ememy ounkers and pillboves, the 423d
. Sield Artillery Group, consisting of  two battalicns (lzss one

Bby by

1]

sectiond of 249-mm howiters, three sectione of S-inch guns, anc

( two pattalions of 155-mm qune, provided general supnort alzsng the
> w5zle  Corps  front, AS soon as the enginesrs gpened up Highwars At
y ' B A
< == . . ’ .:_'\
- £3 and L3221 the long-range artillery moved intoc pos:t.cns around Foed
o ) RS
] ) ) . %':\
the wiliage of Vagiia on 1! September while the hBulk of medium %%
RN
" o . \ - - e
. remge  corps artillery was concenteated closer to the S eue Riuer, R
>, A
) _ , ) A
1 =~ strips +for the artitlery cobservat on planes a2V 2o wers ocatec R
boe

..
L g

TN
I R

. e Sieve  Wallew, g« 12 Segtember t-e sorpz oz-d 0 = -
‘.-: PR SR IR OYORS SRR Fad moued inta foranrng soesctiomes oarng trme aparl od
.: . gatterning uo the srnemy defenses was well gnder wie,
.!
— Tezp te the zhortage of Sfront=line ‘4rocps ang mezecooeg, che
X - . -,
- Tigsian o€ the 4tk Parachute Divizicon was %o kald itz oomtion of S
;. ' :.:\.:
- -
i thte aotrie Line as loang a3 its limited rescurces mou'd cermlt, }f#
Y
0 u‘;\‘
» . . . -
Trke mizsion of tne Fifth U.3, Army was to Breach the Sothic Line ,
L o
X .
» . ?‘.
=~ <
) .
’ - - ,.
_ e X
N - = >
.1 ‘I.
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K3
: r¥fanss, 1as to pass through and contioge the attack nomth to ik
) So Matles,
N
:Q The CTorps olan waz nadequate because (4 fa.led ko orow oce ol
\ instructions, There were no lines ¢ derarture, o zznta
N
N [ P . o ~= & : - + - - ~ e ~
) ZIrnts, AT MO mecrtant, = = O Do, n TS oo i ]
)
\
Lt of lines, The plan was Further confused ¥ &
34 Tezurderztanding of  the st Diwvision regarding passage of -
-
. 2S+-, Thiz confusion wss possibdy cacsed B. Tachk of claritx
- -
the Torecs nolan.,
X The TIEER Tnfantry attacked at 0404, September 17dd, with &
T A
3 - - - .
L 23 Battz'iorn, commanded o Col Caod ar the YTeft sTong bchwss
o to take point P70 enrcute to Gi Fass. The let Sateali
, ar the right, under Lt Jackson, 2 to make the ma’'n a
el ¢
v e -
.~ to secure Monte Altuzzo (HiIlY 2471, In reserve  waxs the
xS
= Sxttalion, under Maj. Lrsle E. Kelley, with the mission to fo!
s J ¥
. the 1st PBattalion and, on order, pass through the tst Batta):
- and continue the attack northeast to cbjectives tweo iles beve
< -
the 11 Giogs Pass.
) The men of the lst Battal arrived Jjust beforse midnight an the
>
. 1Eeh, Thew dug in quickly and tried get some Sicep before t
3 .
— TS g attack., At 330, Compane &, L T R Sty i
= ‘- g . 9 . = . 3 - .. m
.\
“ - I - = L : [ . L 1 c ™ ~ ~\‘
-~ - AL Al e e d T o a = raticon breakfaszt armd greparec for tme D&Y "'.‘\2
< ﬁ{\
O EXe- Yul A Tre . P dig net Keow tme Y ise ¥ departure or tha ﬁﬁs
o LSS
: . mem e N . R
ccetion of the  Té2D Infantry, izt Divizicn, through whom thew
> . ‘,‘
-~ mere 4o sass,
s
I - . - - -
o The GE00 attacy waz spearteaced by the 2d Platcon, Zompans &, L
4
‘ . - - . - .
Batts'iza, 222th Infantry, he platoon was moved vt single $°
AC;
o
)
e ~28-
.-‘




in more of = reconnaissance than an attack formation. &E DBOT,

Y . the platcon came under Fire from enmemy poasiticons on Hit TEZ,

The actiaon took approximately one hour with the 2d Flatocon 4ading
y four wounded,
;
v - During the action, artillery support was requested and dermied
B Because the location of Company L, 242d Infantry was undnown,
t The 2d Platcon resumed its  advance and immediatel s came ynder
K
LN attacy by 120-mm mortars., The platoon chaznged 2irsct. o 0 usze &
el
1y . . .
1 more  covered route, Communizations with the company headguarters
L\ was lost szt this paint., It was partially restored z24% 10030, Thew
:t coat onyed  to move until approximately 1100 whenm ther zaused to
“‘ ’
¥y, . .

2at 5 H ration lunch.
= “atter  Jwnch  thew continued the "attack"., Theyr closed 2 w.tnn
_} approxwimately <five hundred yarde of Hill ?2& when they came under
> ( internge rifle and machine qun fire from three dirzctions, &*
Y 1245, after moving the platoon back out of direct darger, the
o platoon leader requested artillery support, This time, zeusazn
o
. hourz  and fifty minutes into the battle, it was finally appraovec.
- Thz artillery Fired was nat, for the most part, fired in Zloze
> . . . - )
- supzort, but rather in the enemy's rear area. Thisz was alsa trus
>~ ¥ the close air  support which arrived at tnis time. The on'o
,2 zunzarting weagons which fired in close support oF the coafantrs
‘.h . - -
-3 . were  the tarnk  and tank Jdestrower units which 3t iced Jirezt £ ore
'

dpon severa? of the bunkerzs blocking the 2d Platzon s aduvance.,
:§ At 1200 the platoon  again moved out. After aduarcing FoFt. b2
.é one hurdred »aArds, more ounkers and more  Ferman:  wers
Xey
¥,

erncountered, The platoorn succeszsfully defeated the Ffirmst of
SR
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these, btut as night was rapidly» approcaching and no orders nad

hesn r

T

ceived, the three platoon lsagersz, in the shzerce of the
tompany  commander who Jdidn’t show up o unti? ZZED, Zecided o

witrdraw  slightly and dig in Ffer the night, bLihen the companr

commander +tinally arrived, he expressed dicappointment *hzt thesr

Y= ot aduanced farther, Yeb, brou

hiout tee Zar wbhen

commygnications were lacking, he newver ventured forward to take
charge of the situation,

dre platoon was committed to the cautious "attack" that was the

11 Corps main effort. gy the eng of the day on 13 September
{¥e4,  the st Battalion, 232tk Infantry Sad sustainsd sboul

twenty caszualties, located some of the enemr positionz, and
ed to take its abjective,

The attacks of 14 September 1944 were plannsd to procesd 23 on
the 12th except that Company B was not *o follow Comgpanr A&, It
was  to attack up the western ridge in coordination with ar zattack
or Company A up the eastern ridge. The two-pronged attack was *o

Wick  2F+f  once Company B was abreast of Company A, with the

coordination to  take place by radic, There was ta be no
art llery preparation: howewver, artillers was to be on ca.l from

LH=Hour minus 10 minutes.  Onoce again the artillerw was to place
tehind the enemy to S.srupt ernemy reinfarcemant

Zomparv A wag 3till dug in just short of il T3 an th: zaztern

~dge, Juring  the early hours of  the 14tm,  the  Commancen
attempted to talk to pattalicn and Company & wrthout socTtess,

MNew  batteriez for the radic failed to cure the orobliem, lire was
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atterptes, but was Knocked out by enemy mortar and artiliery firg
almost as soon as it was s=trung,
The company commander, Captain Robhert &, Hing, decidec to kick
of+  the attack as planned even without communications., &+t 0S00,
i” September, Companr A& moved out with two platoons abreast up
the slope of Hill 782, Az it was very dark, ooth platcons were
in close column. Twice during early movement the piatoons saw
zma!l  enemr patrols  along the skrline about twenty—4iue vards
R . Both  times they withdrew slightly to choose 2 new route,
2aring that they were anxious to aveoid x firefight.
“ Few yards farther up the hill the platoonz ran ints same *ow
strung tarbed wire. AS ther were passing through the wire, thes
were  challenged by a Serman sentry. The piatoons Rit She graund,
an2  in  the ensuing firegfight, ihe Germans replied with al! ftrpes
of  zmall armes, hand grenades and mortars. EBecausze of the intense
zrems  $ire, the szteepness of the terrain, which 'imited the
~eturn fire, and  the lack of communicaticons for the ca'ling of
artillery support, the platoons withdrew to the stars zositicons,
Companv & remainecd there throughout the rest of the daw, s4i']
Ut Sf commurications with battalion.,
a4 z2izg 12 September, Company B moved out to prepare $f3r a3 dawn
afttack i the  western roroge of Morts Altuzzo, The ComITan:
Zaommander, LCeptsin Maurize E. FPeabodr, P33 rnot sseed fIrn fuoces
from Campany» & because he thought "...ch, I'm an o2 ~snter = 1
Tt omaizz," CSewveral hours later, he ano the zhntice IoMmpsny wene
"oet zomewhere on the zouthern zlopes of Monte Altuzzo,  Zomet T
after midnight, the company commancer called far Swo SMowe counds
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Sh he npeak  of Monte altyuzzo. Ther were fired, but the compans

. coulad only faintly hear their impact arnd could see nothing.
Inzpite of the fact that Company & was out of sommunicaticns ang
Companr B lost, the battalion 8-2 reported o regémen;, and
~egiment in turn reported to division, that the 1st Battalion

fomtrolled Hill 224 with Company & or the left and Company & on

Not cnly did they not controd Hi1Y 724, but Company A

on the right arnd Companx B wae

was fast approachtng

finally selected the correct ridge and started his men up it.
Tezs soon encountered barbed wire arnd  as  thew were Dassing
thraugh they were engaged with zmall arms, machine Quns and Fand

During the short firefight a2 German soldier surrendec.

the americans that the ridge ahead was mined on the legft
ard right, but was clear in the center., Thiz information proved
to be true and caved the company considerable time mouving up the
~idge,

The 24 Flatoon, followed by the 2rd Platoon,

ridge +Fighting pocketz of scattered German resistance untl it
reached & point owericoking Highway &S24, &t that zoint & jone
German  tank  was spotted on the highuar and fired on Tw:ce b the

- Sazooka mar of the company without success.  The tank we thadrew,

s &z tme 2 Zlztcen  reached an open rogge, Taten Callel Seazody
rioge, the Germans counterattacked with  apfrfosimate’ - Saoty
zoidiers, The Germane were verv Acourzte 1wttt the'r  marg
grenades howewer, they were canoeigoon ftvpe grenades and caused
little damage. The combined firepcower of the 2¢ ang 3rd Platoons
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f.nally repulsed the counteratitacik. Both sides had sustained
several casyaities, A a result of the int2nse  sazhange,

amMmUn i Lion wae running low.

Th
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successfully
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Germans
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those

dead,

More was reguested from battaliaon,
attempted to move forward again and was soon met with
German

counterattack, This Attack was 31s0

defeated. The platoon wasz now zo 'ow on ammuni tion

that were still alive were taking the ammunition from

third German counterattack came shortly after noon. This was

fourth

Germans., Th

fiftteern men

o, 1 il e
o 2N
ot %

Apons, con
me  of the
nteg DO 4

wiould

<

-
g
R
he ]

Was fading

s, lack of

urnarmed and

to walk down the hill

“nother

attack which was soon repulszed. Morale ir the farward

rapidly as a result of tre

ammuniticon and rising number of woundeg

Aapproximately ten walking wounded stripped to the

carrying a white flag, were allowed b» the

and out of the fight,
and strongest counterattack was then launched by the

e platoons started to withdraw without orders., about

withdrew, Mobody kKnew how many remaines and were

fifteen men were seen to throw dowrn the

struct a white flag of toilet paper, and surrender,

company’s  bhetter soldiers were ed by *his and

a2

1
)

nge
rit those that were surrenderinfg., A sergesnt on the
ot allow them to fire,

the artillery fixed large amourts of unobzerved +.r-e

Cge betweean Company B and 4he peav of ™Monte 02z,

crt time later, the company began to withdraw, lezwing moze

wourded on the hill, bv order of Capt Peabodr.
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after LF00, the Company had zafely withdrawr and sent

.

Vitter-bearers back to rescue the wounded

This was a heroic fight mostly lead oy the NCOD The c¥fficer

(4]
1
"

above platoon level failed to become involuved in the Fighting

gsuven when communications had brokKen down to the point

i
r
Ju}
“
L
-+
puy
L0

leadership was needed forward.,

Jrn & perscnal note, cne participant in this phasse of the Datt

[ g

wae nterviewed by telephone in preparation of this a=zlrsisz.

T Y Jame

yh

E. ZStckesbury, who was & recon RNOD in the IT2t%7

mntitank Company, was involueed in a portion of the zction an

FPeabody FRidge, He sayz "we were told that 2d Ea

l ‘ll
fas
o
IAU
)l
b
e
m

Company was having a rough time taking Altuzzo, | was tald to go

Jp the ridge and see ¥ it would be possible to get zome S7 mm
Quns up *to them, Upon arriving at Company E'¢ positiocn, I

immediately got pinned down as ther were taking heawy fire. I
was able to return tc regimental headquarters and repcrtted that

it was not feazible to move T7 mm s with prime movers up that

e

terrain., The big guestion at the headguarters was

l"l

Comgan» B?" The last anvone had heard theyw were on the crest and

needed ammo, food and reinforcementsz. But no one knew for zure
abhere  they were. Since I had just been there, I wasz aszix3 to
tead & detail) back up. 1 returned ucp the RIDY, gu.2 ng about fwo
piatoons of infantry with food and ammuniticn.,  When 1 got there,
things were fairly quiet. Staf+ Zergeant George D, Heatnlew
seemec to Be in charge. MHMe za:iz2 tuat I had done my Uob an2 could
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mistake, becauge the Germans socn counterattacked., [ recal’ fux
2r three attacks, the last one be ng the worst., 14 zame Jown o
hang  to harnd <fighting. I loset =z mouthéyl  of  teetn n one
?ncounter with a Berman atter I ran out of ammo. &t one stage in
the +ighting I was accompanying Sergeart Heathley, who waz 390 g
from position to position, direzting and encouraging the mern. e
were alsx policing up weapons and ammuritions., Keatv'er wmas
=ivied and tater got the Medal of Honor.,”

C. Majcr Phases of the Batt!

Qg
jw
QU

The next (fourth' azzault against Monte Altuzzo or 1S Septemben
was to bring the farthest advance »2t on the main ridce. The
attack was led oy two platcons abreast: the 2¢ Flatoon of Sompany
=, ied by Znd Lieutenant Harry R. Greszsham, and the 1zt Platcon of

Company C, led by 1st Lieutenant William §. Corev, after the 1|

"n
-

n

attalion commander gave the warning order for the attack, the

Company & commander, Captain King, understcod hise missicn to be
the aggressive capture of Hill 9246, while (=t Lieutenant Redding
Z. Souder, commander of Company C, felt hig missian was merely &
develcoping movement and did not believe hic men were be'ng zalled

dpor foroan all-out effort to secure the abjective. FEo*> o'sztoon

teaders were to reflect the respective pinicms o< the:r
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Infantry»? moved 2 =7 <z3, <r2m
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wphiich it waz to follow Companies & and C closels and [

trem atter caxpture of Hill 224 (Map 13,
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Lievtenant Gresham mouved his men Forward at 0830 from their
pazition o the southwest finger of HI1Y PRZ, uncer couer of the
preliminary artillervy barrage which LEegan at the same time,

()

Suppcocrted by this artillerr fire, the leaging men

< Compar g A~

arnd £  reached the peak of Hill P22 witkout Jdifficusy, and the
two platoon leaders (Gresham and Corev) joined ¥forzes zt thad
soint, Becauze the ridge line was toc narrow for twe platoone to

moue  abreast, the two lieutenarts decigea ‘that 24 Platoorn of
Zompany A would lead the way, single file, Followed b lat

Platoon of Company C.

A amoke  screen was gstablished by O0%30 from the suppaorting fire
of  the 22%th Field Artillery Battalion whizh severely l1imited
GFerman obserwvation, After moving under this smoke screern about

seventy—Ffive »yards beyond Hill 782 to the next rise on the ridgs
Jime f(Kneb 1>, the 2d Platoon, Company & was Hit by enem» fire
for  the first time. After neutralizing this German machine gun
neszt, Lieutenant Gresham passed another squad forward toward the

Scund, & rock formation aon the next rise on the ridge ine ‘Knob

2, Ernemy resistance increased as the assaulting elements had
finally hit the east anchor of the Germar mais  Yine  of
reziztance, which extended rnorthwest arcund *he upoer 2nd of the

Bow ) to the peak of the western ridge. Ernemy $rontal #irz anc

tianking fire from the west ridge prompted Lisgtznant Sresham to
smoszzze 2 flanking mowement for Lisutenant Corer s platoon, to

which the latter agreed, Durimg the *he zumsequent fromta’ and

flanking assaults iwhich were characterized oy c'oze combzt W *h
small arms and grenade exchanges?, *the Germans mounted =
-42_
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counterattack that was successfulls repulszed.
ouring this phase of the attack, the lts* Plateocorn oF Commany o 0 an

the southwest slope of Knob 27 was hit by shellfire, Fired 4rom
2 ther artillery ofr a direct-fire weapon such as z tank or tan
destrorer, the shell ¥illed iz men, including *the zguad ‘eader

o+  the 2d  Squad, and wounded twd oth
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everrbody agreed that it was American, not German. Altrough only

round had stryck Lisut

g
Tl
2

]
[

L J

rant Corery’s gplatoon, the

resylting confusion and the belief that it was $riendis fire had

a demorzlizing effect upon those who survived. This demoralizing
effect was evidenced by the hasty, iVl-coordirnate anc zomewhst

2mbarrassing withdraws! of  the 1st Flatoon, which abandored

o
"

pos. tion and fell tack to the saddle between Krnob 1 and Knob Z,

A &
-r
3
~

|
-
Ly
[

yarde to  the rear of Company m's 22 Platoon., f(Some
elements of Company C‘s 13t Platoon had in fact withdrawn as far
Sack as the southwestern slope of Hill 7227,

This unexpected development left Lieutenant Gresham's platoon
somewhat  jszolated and vulrnerable to a Serman counterattack, which

was  attempted on  the platoon’s left rear flank from the western

1
()
n
E
n
(]
o1

zlope  ofF Knob 2 which had just been abandoned %y Corev's

After  some close combat with this counterattzci ng force. the 2d

Q
w

[

toon 2rove the Germane back up the - dg

1

The supporting platoons of Company & and Tompany O -ema rec alocs
from the Zattie, occcupring concealed positions bebind the ceak of
HiYY  TRZ2 fzee Map 14y, The narrow, exposed rodte ¥ a2duznced

wezt of the main ridge line and the sheer drop=-off or tme wxzters

eft no room for the deplorment of more mern, Ther could
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not prowide  supporting fire without tading the chance of Bivting

the assault frcops.
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rally add insult to injury, & cry o
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Corery and nhis platooon {which had alreadyr a

pogitiaonsy  to withdraw, Making no effort
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heck th
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Lieutenant Corex azssumed it was auvthentic and prompitly complied,

mach to the subsequent chagrin of ®is company commander,

-Lieytenant Souder. Thiz of course le+t Lisutenant Gre

m
[

“amie zo

etely vylnerable conoon Mook 2, ard he hasg
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ro choice but to withdraw his platcoocn as well, which wias done (o
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g 2 well-organized and orderiry fazh:icn, Theze act.znz were
n

> e .

i subzegquently ratified by both compaay commarnders, 3% we! s ot
% ol Jackszaon,

? Triz phase of the battle for Monte Altuzzo was more than just
g

i(’ another entry on a growing list of tactical! failures, because the
‘ cumulative effect of these apparently ineffectua! sffortz was
% starting to take ite toll, Although the zupporting attacks on

zoth Fflanws of  this main effort were equally dicappointing, *he
g anemy  situation was gracdually reaching the bresk:.ng poort, Emems-
:‘
? casualties wmere steadily mounting and his resistarnce 2-od,ng.
" _
i Suppart. g artillery, mortar, and  tank  dezsirceer Sire Taoil bl
. set.fiable cltaim primary  credit for LA < w+fairz.,
. Dumemz the night of 1S-1s Sectember, the enemy Zomme tteI zITe I
” . |
i Tr last ~eserves to the Montse &ltuzzo zector,
¢
g The rmzxt phaze o< trhe battle would result in szeizuce ot the maon
L
§ Fiftn FArmy»  objective and pernetration of the Sothic L one, Dot g
o
! the eveni-- of 15-15 September, the 1zt and Znd Batta) =
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were hard-precssed to repulse five
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Stk Diviszion commander, Er

Gerow, decided that the 1st Battalion,
continue the main effort to seize Hill 725,

through the {2zt before dawn on
north of Monte @ltuyzzo's crest, T

wae to attack up highway 45249 to
of the main effort.

tion for
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Battalicon,

Zouder, was designated by Lt Col Jackson

[

tfort, followed by Captain King” e Compan

mcre *han two-thirds of its normal strength.

Comeoany C7z 2Zrd Platoon, led by 2nd Liewtern:

z former platoon sergeant and combat wet
began on the morning of 1

of Hill 722 an
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£ ora, but  jumped off & few minmutszs later

Lire Fight that resulted in the capture

éﬁfdiers ware kKilled, 2ix captured, and on

wournded, The next rise on the ridgeiineg to

‘zee Map 2. Thiz was essentially une
~3C -~

missicne al

commanded
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enemy countersttacks,
igadier Gereral! Lee Z.

Z2th Irfarntry would
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Farazsing fire <from American supporiing weasons = artillarmy,
tanks, o~ tank destrorvers - which fe’l zo zlaese to the advanc g

22 Platoon that Lievtenant Krasman held up €for more than an ~our
Fﬁ avoigd@ a repetitron of the previcus Sy s cdebacle. By this
tme darxness prevented the snemy from sesing the adwvancing mer
ard from placing fire on them. @Accordingly, the leading men of
Company £ advanced to the main German oositions on Knob 2 without
being discowvered. Three scoldiers, Pr:iuwvate First Class Car?
Schwantke, Private Alfred D. Lightner, and Staff Sergeart alter
M. .Sirocsnider, seized three positions on Knob 2, captured eleven
Germans, kKilted several more, and had driven the rest from the
MLR. It was now 0200, 17 September, and the nesxt rize on the
ridge line was the crest of Hill #Z5.

The strongeszt resistance to the 3d Platoon’s advance ‘o the crest
of Monte Altuzzo was  the heavy underbrush, which made progreess
dit+ficult and slow, ~After reaching the top of the peak, word

came up to the leading men to withdraw and dig in on the southern

H
¥]

ope  of the hill. Although  the zource of this directive was

gmcertain, it was subsequerntly ratified by Lt Col Jackscon, whio
wanted the zouthern end of Hill 924 held until the 3¢ Battalion

LSassed thraough. .

Weile  Company C©, reinforced by fwo sgquads from Company &, had
teern  sdvancing to occupy the crest of Monte Alituzzo (Mt FIsn,
the  let Platocon of Company & had mouved From Hil1 732 to the
mountain s weztern ridge. The platoon aduanced up the westesn

mdge  to within fifty wvarde of ite peak and dug in taooasct ogat?

daur hefore

roceeding further.,
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Mearnwkilse, *the 2d Battalion, 322th Infantry, which was o pass

through  the 1zt Battalion before dawn, was not in a2 position o

do =3, Im fact, it had waited at Hill 722 unti! notified of the
12t Battalion’s success before it began itz advance up the slapes

2f Morte Altuzzo at 0315, By darlight on the [(7th of Zeptember,

the 2d Battalion was strung out on fthe ma.n (e

n

zcsed German elemer

hY

subliect to enemy fire from byp

Although the German defendersz of Monte &ltuzzo were fo'd to nold

their positione a2t all costs, the situyation was getiting more
rnopeless for  them by the hour, Inexperienced, i1] tra ned, and
demoralized replacements in woefully =mal’ rumbers were 211 that
cauld he  spared for  the I' Giogo FPass aresa. Heauy American

artillery Fire, supported br Allied air atts
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to build a cumulative casualty toll that wezxlkes;
what was alreadv a defeated opponent.

Tre $inzal phase of the battle of Meonts &ltyzzo consi
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several German unterattacks and the suybszequent mop-up
operaticnse after the seizure of HiIll #2&. Qne of the rezzons the
ist PBattalion‘z fimzal approach *o the crest of Hil! 224 ceemed so

uneventful wasz the fact that, under %the cloak of Jdarkress, % Sad

rInieuwsd ompl gurprise., Two zigzag trenches £arked ths lefs
and  right sides of the Zrest and were cornected o hesow Zunvens
Derimd the  peak. After brigd fire Fights regquires to cieam Roth
Burkers, 3 total of twenty—four GSermans surrendered, R
tmtarro

the i teadere’  ~eeolue  to hold Monte &ttuzzo ozt oal' ozosts. The

1zt Bj

gated they aduiged of an  impending cCounteratrack, and

attalion then prepared %o meet the expected enamy aszau’ .
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E Sattaliorn had caonsclrdated ite positiaon (ses Map 3, Sunoorted
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ﬁ o Sl-mm mortars  and longerange Machine QUR YirE, 3 platoon on

more of  Germans  aduanced to within thirty wards of Compary 27¢
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result,

Meambtle, on the wesitern ridge, the |

"
[{1]

t Flatoon of Dompany A wWas

-
! directed by» Captain King to occupy the peak. After a2 minor
> gwirmish required to put an enemy machine gun out of actian, the
. -
<.
j western peak of Monte Altuzoo was taken., The st Platoon was now
to hold ite objective and Fire upon the enemy who were still
e behind the 12t PBattalion arcund the upgper slopes of the bowd
> oetween  the two ridges. Fifteen to twenty Germans were picked
*“( aff during the day attempting to withdraw on an escape route
~ toathy leading north towards Giogo Pass f{see Map 20,
d
- Company ¥ af the 3d Battalion ewentually reached the 1st
.
3¢ , L
Sattalicn’s position on  the crest of Hill #2484 and 'aunched an
" .
- sttzck north toward Knob 2 but, because of stiff resistance and
e
¥y “he  prospect  of  two platoons  Seing csut off, it witndrew., The
- Loemmans then meounted their  third counterzattack, wnich proued Wé
A “reir ztrongest effort  ret  to recapture  Hill FIs, Interze i
> foght.ong and close  combat distinguizhed thiz affort, ornioh o was e
O
A .\
I . . - . . S
L k] » rerulzed by oa combonation of art.llers, mortar, and small
arms +:re,
The I3 Battalion now took the Fight to the routed emems, secured
= the last remzining ocart of Mante wAltuzzo, and continued ite
I
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aguance to the town of Barco, north of tne 1Y Giogo Fass, M™Monte

. p Altuzzo was Finally captured and the Gotric ' ime Sreachsd Z the
¥

| morning of 12 September. Dbjectives on both Flanks had beesr
v seized by the 337th and 329tk Infantry Regiments, and ‘the
iq strongly» fortified Futa Pass was completely outflaniked., The Fo
S; Halley was now within the Allies” grasp.

S

E . Kew Euvents,

\:

N Tt iz difficult to identify those turnismg points 'n 2 Dxttie
o " for Monte Altuzzo. The wery nature of the battle ‘iself males "4
Tl .
i difdice’t to recognhize  the specific Wey turnming fointz oaon the
¢ hattle. The battle itself was one where smza’l) un:itz, and =zt
3 times incdividuals, fought Ffor  a rard of terrain, and a2t times,
:i because of SFrequent withdrawalszs, were forced to fight for tne ﬁ
?:, same rard two and even three timez., It 12 difficult to determine é

\

. What  was most important in the battle for Monte &lituzoos, llas (4
54 the cCourageous, indiwidual fighting of the soldiers of the SSth
.

3

; ciwigion, or was it the inadequacies of the German Zdefernses that
" Firally led to  the breakthorough of the Gathic 'ine &t Momis
zﬁ Al tuzzo by the 322th  Infantr,? Whatever the rezsorn, the
:? Vot Towng dizcuzsion  includes  events that innibited the z.

?} - o¥  the 23ISR Infantrw in achieving wrictory in Mont: &Ttuano more
'E . quic¥ly tham % actually did,
i' Zeptember 1Zth was  the date whern the First zetbhachk of e

3 Infantry, actyally the EStR Tiulsliaon, accurred. TrRe ZJez e oS
ls the attack, was for the Plzt Divizias o init &)l s Witk o tne
(s

attack on 12 September., In fact, while the Zdtn Divis

n
e
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Ny be +ighting on the left, the Plst Diviz:ion was to atiack .n tre 311
"k::;
mj . center to Kee ressure througheout the Dattie on the enermy. In oyt
Ny ¢ R = o
9
7y
turn, the 35tk Division was toc take cuer the attack znce the Flzt e
i Division was east of Highway &524 and, ewventual'ly, tne 285:n ?é
o - “::3
i . Division was to take over and seize Monte &ltuzzs and the 1! %ﬂ{
i LR
LN g
) N . 2.0
Y Giago FPass. Unfortunately, because of the confused corcept of (o
v i
X cperation, and the inability of the Plet Divicion urn ts *o read S
O o
[ . _ . bﬁf
Y . the map or understand the terrrain, the bettlse was mot successfyl N
hd * ooy
F“\ !
. on 0 128 Sepetember. Specifically, the 242d Infantry of tre Flzt B
N Division, was supposed ta attack and seize Monte Altuzzo and
. -
;? capture Momticelli. With respect to the &Sty Diw,szion  and
Q‘ - . '
y zventually  the 338th and Monte Altuzzo, 't was to be Company L of

the 3824 Imfantry Battalion that was supposed to 'zad the

D1}
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w
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ahead of the 85th Division in 2one. In essence, Company L waszs to

0

attack Monte Altuzzo along Highway 4524 and eventually the 238t

(4

Inmfantey of the 25th Division was to take ower the attack from

Compan» L.

[
Cad

was the 338th Infantry that was supposed to take

cver the attack at 0430 to continue the advance along the line

*

e

establiszshed by the Plst Division. The kKer aspect of this

_y
X L

mamt.zular battle on 12 Septmeber was  that +the concespt  of

.
»
"

e Py
:

.Igeraticon was ¢o confused. Company L, 343d Infantrr, Secams Yozt
and altuzliy never was able *c  adequatelr pos c.on (tsels,
: tomzeausntly  artillery fire could not be ca'led o ftve moumtaon,
50, any Kind of fire zupport that would have prepared the Z38%h
f Infantry  $or suentually  attack . and taking cusr the Sattle fram
N ] .
N Lompany L waz  trwartzd. Throughout the day of (2 September and
u

e e .
i

4 a e

» , P

LIRS W

.
L

o)
.

Ry L2
i
o
o
1
Lol IR
P XA

..N‘)\'l.'.-\‘l" ‘i-‘ At .q\ NN \}.’;l.‘.l\;\.‘;l\;\.‘.l.. >,




TR SR IR T TR

confused reporting regarding Dompany L oF the 432 Infantsv made
T owirtyally impossible for the 238tk to continue the atitack as

tianned  in the original cencept of ocpesration. What resclted fraom

thisz confusion was that the ®ist Division s ztiack on 12 ey
. _ 2“
- =y s 1. \
September and the 25th sz follow—-up attack aon that same date was Q&g

‘\ 3
- Y - - . . N - o> o
actuaily stalled. In Fact, the Plst Divigsior ard tre Z5th :
Siwision actually committed a total of siw battalionz aga nzi the

same terrain features but, were %111 unable to mabe signid
Soeaduay, Az indicated above, the attack stalled ancd 2 sartial
' -iméthdrawa! Was necessary, The B5th Division’e attemp!t to tale
§
) Suer the attack gast of Highway £524 was unsuccessfy’ bDecause the
: Flet Drwvision’s units were in its zector and their actual locaton
Wag  undetsrmined. Aartillery support could not be used arnd oiber
offanszive actons were inhibited‘ because Lniti o¥  the  Flst
( Divisien could not be located. Specifically, *he reascrns that
the 228th Imfantry could nmnot agsume the mission from the Flst
. Civizran was  that Company L, 343d Infantry could not be ‘ocxted,
a2 ot continued to giwe confusing and inaccuate reports of the
Sattle aon the 12th and 13th of September., The Fima! cuotoome of

this battle was that the 1
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et (33 the cause of the Ffailure? The concept 2F 0o atons was Iifj

Lot

R R WS

. CoRTISING ot best, Obwicusely there were speci g torran }:c.‘-
N

n
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¥feaftures, specifiz aspects of the mizsion that wers ere Zlesr, EEE

grforturnztely, no defimitive Sounmcaries of cordtro! meazures were }i&'
S

pzed2  that wmould stop confusion during the battle, I~ s2git oz, :1'::‘.:
i::‘p}\

commurccations, poor Teporting, and  an inakil ity to oxzurxtels 8
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g determine unit locations during the battle spelled ce-tairn

4

32 . failure for thes entire mission. The moszt impoartant “hinmng ‘n this

z: battle waz that command and control  actually complicated tre

{- ?peration and eventually caused it to fail. In fact i+ there g

s? . one tremd in  the entire battle Ffor Monte Altuzzo, and the

Rt

5" . breakthrough of the Gothic Line, it was that commanders = 2 -o:

‘% function in  front with  their units and were unzbles to see the

.é Datt’efield, which is an essential element Ffor znr offernsive

M ageration., 7

P -The reacticn of the enemy to the first euvernt, o (I Testember, "
o

)
.".".

Sl

- was  obviousiy one of uncertainty as to the location of the main o
o, ~"($
. - . ,
) =+fart, Predictably, the enemy oppozed the attack, DUt was »
ﬁ really not in a posture to launmch a counterattack. Thew were
”3 ztill  at this time wuyncertain that the main =2ffort was Monte
o . L
‘( Altuzzo., In fact it is doubtful that thewy understcosd the
” confusion  that thew were facing between the F1st Divisiaon and the
-
28tk Siviszian,
<
® . . .
; Witk reszpect to the commarnders® reacticn to this Kew ewvent, it
- was clear that command and contrsl was ineffective 2t hest, In
N
« fact, al! aother actions regarding the unit wers pos tive, The
>
L) .
2trength of the 338th  Infantry mas high, the mora's and :
~ “a [
- tanfrdence was  s=trong, and  there was & Zertain wigor and Y

= }
.o
s %

A . . oy
A determination to be successfu!l in o the moszian,  Unforiurate’ s, ?A
Q L) n.'
the imabitite to find the  batilefield and  the nako T et !ﬁs
P - . "»
g properly communicate made it axlmost imposzible for the commands R
. | . R
i to modifr acticocnz on the battlefield., The commander was rnot up tx{
:
. . . o . " . £}
) front ard ths Jjunior commanders could not effectively communicate
-: ~
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«With their leaders, which spelled doom for the attack o3

- . ¥
), ‘::':
K% . . . $
b As  ane studies the bRatile, it i3 clear that down st the unit b
e *
"3 :
5 )

-
I

laye!? the $ailure to communicate beliwesn elemente iomibicted any

support that «could have been given to either the 7lst or ZT0

-
5
r

-
g

.
v

Infantry Divigions, Time and again reporte were sSent back ;

. St
regarding Company L7s location that were inaccurate, thuys fire Ul
sunpport could not be provided. In addition, bDecauyse of the f%;
Ly N
. = - o B B + 3 Ly
8 confusion betwesn the Plst and 85th Infantr. Diviszicne, the first By
s . , . LY
iy Battalion of the 3232th wasz not able to commit zs many unite as EohA
2 “trey would have liked because they felt it would erncanger units {:{
o~ S
k2 of the 383d Infantry, specifically Companv L. Lt Col! Jacksan, of ~;;
. ’ :*-:.‘lr
.2 the 1zt PBattalion, 338th Intantry was forced to =)low Zown and R0
wE
suentually withdraw hie wunits on the battlefield because he had R
» Rk
. ar impoesible migsion. Hig battalicn waz taszked with moving pj;
.’ ;.'».‘.'-
X (2N
~.(' through =& wunit whick they had not located and whose success ook

against Monte Altuzzo was unknown.

A . . .
I Fecources were wasted and men‘s lives risked Lecause of the
A . L )
inasility of the commanders fto properl» zlanm the operation.
- Flatoon leaders had to proceed with caution beczuse ther had no
+ . . . . . -
N dea what unitz were on the battlefiegld - who was an *their &4,
-
K wmha  was on thesir right. In $act, throdghaut <he davr aon 12
1 ) Zectember, the 1st Battalicn of  the 3I3I8th Infsnins Zoulg omls R
'."-' N ~
\ \ \ -'_
% . commi s one company to advance towardes Monte &'tuzis becavse thew X
A i
Y ~ad oo idea where Company Ly 24324 Infaniry was e th raapec e b
- Wiy,
‘“:
the  athtachk, At best, commanders at al) lewels cocu'd anly Coast B{%
L N
: r\::‘\
% of orne thing - that they had found the enemy, The commanders d0d e
. AL
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nat  anticipate the complications and confusion that troan:
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the 12tk  and 13th of September and had no backup plarn to condtrol
the situaticon.

The second ‘turning point in the battle for Monte altuzic cccursed
gfter the confusion of the 12th and 13th wsas rectifiec. A new
#lan  was undertakern., The ?ist Division was to attack tc the west
of Highway 352 while the 2S35th Division was to a*t*tack an the
K of the same highway. Two regiments of the 25th
Divizion were to attack abreast with the 232%h Infantry o make
z main effort against Monte Altuzzo., The Zd Reg.ment of the
25th Diwvision was to remain in reserve. Basicallsys the 2'an was
simpla, It called for cne battalion of the regiment ‘o conduct
This turned aut Yo e the

ainst Monte Altuzzo

er Lt Col Jackson, Sompany A of  the 12t
Battalion was to attack on the western part of the Mante &ltuzzo
Sidge, while Company B attacked to the east. Both of the

TOmpanies were supposed to link up and conduct a coordinated

attack against the main Momte Altuzzo Ridge, thus taking e
objective, The link=up be tween the two companies rewver
transpired, In actuality, the ftwe companies Kicked off their
attack but Company B got disoriented and instead of attacking anc

irwairng up with Company & on itz left, Comparny @ zctual’'s tur-ed

cut to be on ite right., This spellied certain trouble <27 CTomoans
g in  that its $lank was syposed and it Yozt a2 trememdous amournt

zonducted & proper reconnaiszance of the terrain ewen though thew
a2 beer wartned af  the problems of the freyious dar o7 ~ezdieg
ard  underst

anding the terrzxin, The companys mission of Sompany &

1w
i

RGOSR, O OOA SN XA 5"Sffe{

’5.’

>

LA PN

P A
"
»

"d'

T
5
o - L

(o B

=

t

.;..

2



lil
"
I

1
s
[} o]
gl
=

Y 1+ was to guard the right flank of Zompany =

Toampany B, atrer supposedlr making contact with Company &, was to

U}

aduvance uyp the eastern slope of the Monmte &ltuzzz S/ cge urnto
Hi'y 2?26 was occupied. PBecause of terrible communicaticns, anc
the fact that Companr B WicKed off ite attack 'n *tre wrong
dirzctiar  and became disoriented on  the terrairn, the whole

concest  of the oaperation fell through., What ftransp.red on that

Z2ar was that Company B inztead of attacking cp thne eastern 2lope
of  the Monte Altyzoo Ridge tomwards Hill 722, actuallr attaczéed to
fha  west of the ridge and was subjiected to four szparate
counterattacks by the Germans, This dewzxstates the ent:ire

company, thwarted the attack by the 1zt Batta'jion, anmd +or the
third consecutive day prevented the 2328tR lnfantry from zchieving

the objiactive of Monte Altuzzo,

‘The entirs Sattle was called the Battle for FPeabodr Ridge named

for Captain Peabody of Company B. The unit fought hard for the

ittle gain

we

that the» made, tMost of the un:t was kKilled,

soynded  or captured., Although Company B, 332tk Infantry J13 make
sigrificart headway dJduring the first day, % was zubjiect %o
conzioderable  counterattacks by the  enemr and soentozllx hald to
me kb Zraw, Giwing  up most of the terrain gained durcong the course
>t the  das. 1t did dewvelop the zituation anc was 337+ %0 + 10z
the ma.n ZJefensive Vime o the Sremy, ot the cosztz were
tramendous, Ingtead of the coord nated attack fthae Lt C2°
Jzzveor had anticigated, two separate and distinct attacasz on twa
different pacts of the mountain czcurred., Tanzziuentls, ToTDARS

82 flank waz contincusly exposed to counterattasys by *h
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. This company of 170 men zuffersd some 4 cazualties (24 Willed, ;
o ¢
. T2 wounded and (¥ captured or missing in actiaont. .
! The Battlie of Peabody Ridge was an event whizh forned 2ut ta be 3 :
failure in capturing Monte Altuzzo., In fact, because the I32th
3 nad  the main effort in the 25th Diwvizian s attack, 't mar<ed *-e
4
E third consecutive day that the II Corps had failez to reack the
\ gremy’s main defencsive lime -  the Soithic Lirme., 15 terme oF
5 resultz, although the st Battz' on wazs abie o deaslop 4te
3 gremy’s  positiorn, at least one company of  the s Zatta on
became combat ineffective. The causes again 'ncludec iradecuate
N 3r non-2wistent communications, terrible command arnd cornb-al, the
. inability of units to read the terrain properlyr, fthne inability of
COmmanders to yse maps and control mexsu~es, ack  of
reconnai ssance  and a whale host of other basic tactical measures
" that were not used by either Company A& or Company B.
° Ir terms of the reaction of the oppozing forces, the ensmy was
2
K. able to take advantage of a major failure on the part of the =t
¥ Battalion, In fact, they predictably attacked aga:in and again,
o four cseparate occasions, the flank of Company B anmd inflicted
o~
»
; Mezvwy CZasualities, Their counterattacks were able to prewvent the
"
Y se.zure of Hill ®24 on Monte &ltuzzo.
- ) -
! In terme of commander'z reaction, L+t Cob lac<zon Lnsorturmztely
L
, trusted  that his unit commanders Yad cordicies & Iosrdinzted
L]
»
2z23ualt wher in  fact they hadn't, Captain Peabody 2ic rot reszd
8 tre terczim proper!y and his miztalke causzed Miz company SC susLsr
‘
’ . . . - -
5 sigrnificant zazualtizs, Ao lot of woung soldlers Tost the -
.I'
- lives, were Killed or captured during the debacle on the t-i-z
; T
: [y :;-‘:'.‘ A
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. dar ofFf the Battle For Monte Altuzzo, The men fought hard, But
: ‘ the reactianm of  the commanders was sl!ow, and consecuently, the
entire concept of the operation failed. The enem» waz zable 4o
digslodge Company B from the gaine that it had made dur ' ng ihe
course of the day, and this aga:n causzed the !zt EBattalion, in
fact  the whole 328th Infantry, to regroup and reassess the whole
I gitozaton which gave the enemy ancther day,
Y The third turning point of the battie occcurred on the (Sih of
r September., sfter having suffered tremendous causualties on the
¥ .13th ard 14th, Lt Col Jackson, 11st PBattalion Commander was
. Jetermired  to make x successful attack against Monmte Altuzzo. He
)
; mad convinced the regimental commander, Colonel William W,
) Mikkelsern, that the 1st Battalion could take the ohjective. He
; had emphasized that he ztil)l had Companies A& andg Tg that thesze
- two companies were in good condition and that he was preparsd to
- make the attack. Again, the concept of the aheration Was
relatively simple. Companies & and C of the ist Battalicon would
¢ attaclk abreast to seize Monte Altuzzo, DOnce Hil! 724 had been
- taven, the 3Id Battalion of the regiment was o pass through 4ne
; 1t Battzalion and continue the attack to the north, The 13t
9 _Battalion was then to drop into reserve,
-
! There wasz zome operations order confuszion., The Yws commanders,
L ‘. Zactain King, the Company A commander, and Lieutermant Icuder, -z
Company C  commander, had different views congerning the consent
oF operaticn. Captain King felt that the zttack was %o be pald,
bl Mo e forward with wvigor to take the ablective, while
Lieuternant ZSouder got the impress,on that they were to attacw
4
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Cautiously up  the hill, This caused celary in *S52 cperatan ans Qg
v
¢ the gpeed in which it was conducted., In any eweni, thic again :f;
;
&
L] . . ]
spells o2ut the problem with command and contral and the imabil by N
2¥  the commanders to effectively understand what was required in T,
al
the mission. _ *t
ni
What transpired as the battle continued in the fight for i1l 824 e
&z representative of the things that had happerned in the }%m
s
L ja% %
rreceding dave Company A was attacking on  trhe iaft, whils ﬁ?¢
Company C was attacking on the right. Ther made signifigant é§
advances guring the dar and had made up for a2 !zt &F "2zt ground T
-
-+
1 . . o 3 AR
wiith  respect to  the turning points of the previouse Zarz “After hasy
. el
i Tompany & xnd Company C attacked abreast, and captured Hill1 TEZ, %
—
3 ther continued the attack north to take Krob i. At this time, hﬁ?
> % My
i’ Vo ' . . s
-7 Lieutenant Gresham of Company A& continued to attack fowards Knaob B%
S TCN
A . . s . N
( 2, while Lieutenant Corey of Company C was to guard the #filank of Bl
F Company @& to the west, Unfortunately the third turning point of
59
l'
& the Battle of Monte Altuzzo occurred. Misplaceao Friendlyr
A
grtillery fire inflicted heavy casuvalties wupon Compan» O, 1st e
g
"
- Sattalion,  338th Infantry, which literally devastated the. - 3
- 23
2 morale They were unable to haold their skirmish lire to the left 3
i £
i Lot Company &, Company C, having suffered tremendous casuatiess 3
- =
E $rom the friendly ghell <fire began to  withdra, Thaetr ﬁﬁ;
5 o
N ¢ wi thdrawal  in turn caused other un:dts on o the 'ipe toowitedraw X
N
- . . . . - Lath
quickly and resulted in panic. Thiszs sanic with2rasa’ Sy Comsars cconn
! r e
C =and wunits to the rear of Company T actuzlly caused Comparns &, HH:
,
o5
whizh had made zignificant gains, into a paniced withdrawa® whizs OO
LIS ]
. . N
rippled throughout the froarmt VYipe and caused the battalian to &
-
-~
.‘J L) t.:%
3 ‘:".‘
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give wup its most significant gains to that date, The rezu'tzs z-e
clear, The members of Company £ and zthers in the unitse of the

1=t Battalion were demoralized and, for the 5 rd comsecutive

day, units of the 338th Infantry became their cwn warst srnemy,

«1though this was a negative event, it waz clear that at this

goint  im the  battle the 228th was making significant zz rz and
headwars in  terrain and had begun toc infiict Reavy cazsualties on
Ctke zrnemy. The urfortunately misplaced fires demonstratsd what

Gappens when leadership is not Yorward and controlling  the

battle, The result was a sericus setback which delaved tna
Srealthrough of the Gothic Line, 1¥ there {2 & lessoo to De
Tearned in thiszs Kew event, it iz that without Yeadership forward
ts zee the Bbattlefield, chaos can result from 2 z3ingle incident,

and a <single incident in one unit can have an affect an units
throughout the tine. When the second platoon of Company T {which
had lost no people? began to withdraw from the front, esven though

they had not seen any action, it caused other units along the

time to literally Force & withdrawal. The positive lsadershin
which had been shown By Lieutenant Gresham of Compary A was

turned arcund because of ltack of leadership in Compans 2.

In esserice the fourth attack against Mante &ltuzzo on the 1Sth of
September brought about the Ffurthest =agvance against Monts

Altuzzo, but was again & setback. The

e
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the enemy, but they failed to ¥nock out his

o 2 forbtidfied zositrans,
THe zlar factor was the friend’» artillery fires wh s ndt  cteg
heavy  casualties on Company C7¢ lef platoern xnd demoralized tmat
ur t and atherszs,
-E,;-_

B IS ) =
,!xdbaul :

Y,

5

B

3

R

»
-

3w .

s
- d
-

T
2

-

Tl e
1 CU

v



T ,._:‘
'.“;
3 , L
v € "v“
A% 2 s:ide note, it was clezr that not oniy did the lst Exttzlicon, 'Ep
B, ety
- . e
3 338kh Infantry Ffail teo capture the crest of Monte &ltuzzo, Sut A
N '5
i other units along the crest belonging to the 25tk Divieion alsc AN
2 - s - £ F
A tailed im  their attackKe against the defenses alorg the rest of
: .
’: the lirne,
n‘
. The reaction of the opposing forces was unclear, The grnems was
5 dnamare  that friend)y artillery Fire had 2tzxlles and cavsed 2
4 withdrawal oFf the 1t Battzlion. For *he £ipzé +ime *rhe smaemy
-
. started to sustain heavy casualtisz and thery gave ground.,  They
o did not conduct & counterattack even in the Fzze of the
AN -
iy withdraws! of the 1st Battalionm, This ‘3 sigrifizzant in fhat i+
B -
Py demonstrated the irst crack in *he armor oFf the snemy, im
. addition, it waz clear aftter the 15th of Segptember 4hxt the enemy
..‘5‘ ’ . N -
P2 was beginning *to feel the brunt of the kattle and wae unable to
[~ - . . . . .
.»(‘ shitt itz forces against the main effort attacking Monte Altuzzo,
~
>
o In esserce, even though this day was 3 setSack for 4the 1zt
%
Battalion, it was the beginning of the end for the ernemy anc
LJ
e mould  socon epell  zuccess  for the th Infantry., On Zeptembier
Q 14th, the 238th Infantry was able to attack o the crest ofF Mante
Slttuzsg and  achieve ite ooiectiwve. Thiz ‘= rmat 2 signicicant
- ~
- gvent, but  the glan and the success on the (&%% of Zeplember
P . sigrficant, The wAssistant Divizgzion Commander, Sersrmal Ferow,
£ decided that he wanted 4o stick with  the ZE2HH in achiewing
>
b sycZess  and Re contrnued to flace the 12t Battalicn axs the mao-
p” '
S - . . . . . - -
M affort, Thie indicatecd guite 2 it of caonfidence o LY Zo0
-
Jacksan, In fact, it wxe on the 1&%h and 1748 of September 1934
A,
L}

3
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that the actual capture of Merte altuzzo cccurred., Thiz was .

3 ';
? X4
P significant, but Ffar more significant than thiz svert aaz whzd e
{ =
5 transpired sfter  the imitial capture of  the crest of Monte &)
S et S

Altuzzo. Bv the end of the day on thz 17th of September, the st W

- Rt

’ Battalion, 338th Infantry, was on ts ochiective. Thewy had .ﬁﬁa
g %
; captured the crest of Mante &ltuzzs, The 3d Batta?® on, a2 part o

of  the concept of operations, was deplaved henind the 1zt TN

'

1 . _ . N ey o e b - = . (.$~.

Battalion, byt was still subiect to snemy fire fraom those Serman Y

o

. . . " - . !

unitts which  had been bypassed at the taop of the AYtuzzo Seow! in ? iy

Tthe west and alzo in the eazt along Monte Alrussc., In the final W&

_— | . | ] e

zrairzis, Lt Col  Jackseon’s 1st Battation with aporosimatelr 1240 N

A Y
-
~

men had seized the Fifth Army‘s obiective and had maide +*he £:rgt

P

senstraticn of the Gothic Line.

7, :‘. ‘A

? : NN

N The enemy reaction was clear. B the end of the 17th oFf OIOh

o e

~f(‘ September, Lt Col Jackson reported to the reg:mental commander C

o that the enemy was withdrawing and that his troops had cone s

h‘. ‘ ‘:-._:

s succeszfully  against the resistance and were occupring the Serman ;ﬁﬁ

¥ e

¢ . )
rositions, ot

- The satisfactian of SUCCESS wae  to giwe war  to German Oy

bo * [ -

P .

., o . h\‘

e counterattacks which occurred late on 17 Seciember 1544, This S

., s
orce  again zpells the Key aspect in the battle for Monte Altuzzo.

S e hig point, it must be recogrized that the izt Exfta’icn ~ac

- fought  gamely to achisve positiaons on the crest of Mante AT tuzza,

Y Z .

! "

By but  tner were then confronted by the enemy., Germarn bunvars were

v >lacing effective fire on not cnly Companies A arnd T of the 1zt

4

AL Battalion but also the 2d Battalion, which waz arrare? Defong the

N _ 3

k fet Battalion’'s positicons, Im fact, if anrsthing characterizes
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concerning  *the counter

Mot only were  Germans C

'earsd  the  bunlers on the
counterattacks &= theyr di
Company A and O, in <)
dge  of Monte Altuzzo that found

fortheoming by German

DU

irrendered as soldiere of the 1=t

The First counterattacks were

2t Battalion wunits, particultarly
Teiving eftective  enemy

bvpassed during the seizure of

the  ernemy. Im +act, as
i idua) sxidiers took
the  western peak  of
morning i 17 September the
"2 Sojective completelw,

addi tiaon to individual
e izt Battal.aon, 1t s
ros =¥ the Im€ar
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arraved bDehind

the 1st PBattalion, was supnoses to sas
the  1st Battalion and continue the atitack pazt H 1D 7FI4
Knok 3. Unfortunately, the 3d Batta®'ilon, under the
Major Kellewr, was very slow in Kicking off ite attzck,
ther were being pinned down on the flanks br German ma
¥ire and it was only after the procgding of General
Colonel Mikkelsen that the 32d xattzxlion began to
movement  at  all tawards Hreb 2. By this time, Compan s
of the 13t EBattal:on had alreadyr put ZSown & secono
counterattack sand had btegun to clear more  trenches
zignificant enemy prisoners,
After Major Helley had determined that the enemy was wi
in the  33Fth Infantry's zector on their right flank, &
toe move., He directed mortar fire against the srnemy 2z
the 323d Battalion moved against Knob 3, Company K
Battalion wxsz subjected to a rather severe counterattac
forced fo withdraw soon after initiating its Wickotf ags

z. Wit the assistance of Comp.
Bat*aliocn, and some fairlr accurate fire

artillery, the 2Z&8th Infantry was able
counterattack ja s German  forces in
artillery, mortars, and small arms fir
that caused the DGermans to abandor
counterattack,

Tw  the  13th of  September, the 32d
mog-up  operation because the enems ©
“illed, or captured by units of the 1zt
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could be =said to be a turning point it would be the incividual

determination of the scoldier of the (st Battalion thai

-t
o~
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“3
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L]
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battle, It must alsc be stated that the Yack of dizc'o? ine and
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training of the German soldiers, and the natur

-

of the enemy» to surrender, eventually made the

Monte Altuzzo possible,

During  the  course of the battle command and contral was

Cn 4

arng  the  commanders did rmnot function where they zZould cee the

attlefield,. A combination of the inadequacies of the enemy and

the determination of individual soldiers of the 124 EBzx*+z) on
erabled the breakthrough of the Gotm. o Line to be mexlized, IR
took +iue dayse to take Monte Altuzzo and the I22¢hR I-Tapndr

ziffered a  totall 290 casualties with 252 =f thaose zazual*iszs in
the 1zt Battalion, It can be said without hesitation that the

222+r  Imfantry, primarily the 1st Battalion, was responzible for

the success of the Il Corps in breaking through the Gothic Line.

E. Cutcome

The attack on Monte Altuzzo waz a clear ta

= T The 222th  Infantry seized its objectiuwe, !Monte
ALz, Thiz facilitated the seizure of the Zoros obiject:ive, I
Z ogo Faze, by securing a flanl of the Fass,  Thodgh th0E aas the
firzt Sreach of  the Gothic Lime  in the 10 Joroz xoes, b aas
“oliowed  br the 33Pth Infantry zezuring Monte Verroca S ooon of
17 Zeptember and the 327th Infantry securing Monte Srotors: Zuring
re afternocn of 1T Septemoer.

The high ground on the west side of Giogo Passz, Monmtizell i, was
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secured by the Flzt Diwvis:on on 12 September. Thnese act:cns

ed 1@ Coros to turn the Break-through into arn exnicitation

¥ The gorinciple reason +for the success+tul achievemenrnt oFf the
)" "

. xbjective WaE supporting firesy artillers, tanke, tank
&

L3

e . ., . -

: destrarers, chemical mortare and tactical air force support.

= ~The 25tk Division had eleven artillery battzalione ang a chemical
S Sattalion ¢4.,2" mortar» in  support, Four artiltlers sattal ions
’ znd  the chemizal battalion were under divigion conteol and the
o T remaining seven artillery battalions were urder I Coros
>3 et lery control., The artillery and mortar fired =z'most
N continually,!4 with the goals of neutralizing the =Zefsrz ue

} zCsitions and harassing and interdicting supply ard
<

L]

s reinforcement, The fires against the positions werz very
“

5 ( effective a3z shown by the large number of enemy dead found on the
g upper  zlopes of Monte Altuzzo. According to the 11 Corps Renort
™ =
o

5 o+ (Operations, +Fires directed against zupply and reirmfo-zzment
)" wEre alzo effective;

. Sz stated that their forward units had been w thout food
¥ and  water for  sewversxl! dare, that their ammunii:ion was .
- running  daw  due to our disruption of their zucoly Tires and
Ea ¢ . .

> communi ot jons g artiltlers and air, The captored
_- - Paratroopere dispiaved the:m  customary arrogance  despite
- Fardehips, bDut Fhls of sther unitsz euviderceg very o
2 specially men $rom those formaticns woich Fad Sze-
A By artillery anc &'~ ait*zzks on Yoz & wize bo tee
-~

:

» “he  PIZrnd Tanw Divigion (Mediumr  and the 20St% Tarlu Teszt-ooves
{

o Brittay'ior (Zelf-Propelledd were  attached to the 2S:s Divissoom,
-

o ™

fese  Jnite were used to attack pillboxes, targets of opnorton bty

B - e




. M
)
» e
ard  t*z growvice laorg range  Rarrassing fire in o aSdl oo oto o the ﬁ}i
¥ a
i
I arti e~y and mortars, Tankersz claimed to hauve WmoZkes oLt seven
.
€ Junters alcre on 17 September, but that is grobably sxaggerxted,
" The nature of the bunkers an2 the ranges (nuoivec makse that
by :
y
) un!ikely, but they did provide an additicna’ means of subtting
]
! Tstes! on  the target," and thus reduced enemy effectivenessz and
() relicted casualties,
&
o . . ; .
: Tactical air support, E Tmentioned before, conteibuted
3
& o _
" CFtzantlw to the attack on  the bunker Yims  and  the
K imterdiction of supsl» and reinforcement, On 12 arnd 14
o Sepremboar, the 23%th  and 244th  Roya®l fir Foroe  JRaFD £lew
L4 .
Pod . . . . : 2 o
mizziaons  againzt ememy artillery, wehicles, supp’w ammo dezcts,
and  troop concentrations, The results were good. '8 O- 1T

Testember the weather precluded use of air support , but on 14

; September  the 237+th Wing and Tth SAAF Wing were again able to

. susoport  the hattle, The 238th Infantry had been tald that clase
. ir  suopport would be available on 14 September $-om 11320 to 1330
a2 from 14320 to 1830,
" Te 2 Imfantry submitted mission requests, but only VYimited
)
-
N ztrzfing angd  the dropping of four bombs materializez. The ZEFtr
-
Pimgn and TEROZRRFE Ling did Somb osnemy Sivouac and defendel arsas
o -~
. Asrtt of the pass on 146 September.'?  The 300 2uzoatt was nof
4 * refzorgrue to the  ground commander, but coernszcing Thndeserdent’ s
Carimar o lw  in oan interdiction roled, contributed s AR R SR
$ tha ewermtuzl achiguement of the chisctiue,
4
5 Thne Germans o3t the batt’s a2z mich ms the U.2. wIn fre mxoilz,
' The  lazé  of artillery and air  support,  Tack of  sufficient
v
-
. .
.Q ¢
' - L -
ad -t
L




rezerves, and the uyse of ineffective grernaces al’ sigrificant’y
affected the outcome oFf the battle, Thece MSevd.cienc g2, '
addition to the inability tc resupply f‘already discussed) mude |t
axtr

dete

emely difficult <for the Germans to conduct an effect ve

nse, even though the terrain Qreatly favored the defenze.

The artillery detense oF the Sothic Line was shown by
photographs to consist of many rug-in emplacements, well
scattered and in small groups, behind the ﬂe*an-i“e ricgoe...
Several steel-beamed and reinforced concrets emoplacements n
wcre forward areas....were later identified as containing
ield pieces or AT weapons. Zych positions were acttive
unti! adjustment of 240mm resulted in one o maore direct
hits The many camouflaged dugouts made it diffizult *o
deteﬁm ne which ones contained guns.
In addition to prepared positions +or artillery ooecesg,
there were alternate positions, notabk!y for heavy caliber,
which were not dug in, At such positions, there were
elaborate protective dugouts fcr perzonne! which n some
instances were cut into solid rock,

There was no period when the enemy artillery disposition was

ztakblie.... Photographic locations of occupied positions
were given ta Air OPs +<for precisiorn adjustment of
counterbattery fire. The procedure of <shooting from
vertical photographs again proved extremely effectiuve,
Fesults observed were excellient ((hits in pits, firee, and
explosivesy and this seemed *o discourage *the enmnemy'g
digging of new positions Since in  the magarity of
inztances adjusted coord: na?ee failed to discloze new
positions ta photographic interpreters, it became
increasingl!yr evident that the enemy waz reliving upaon
trequent movement into positions cleverly camouslaged under
Reauy Fa!iage rather tharn upon Tore stabil izes,  dug-i-
socsitions in these tactics the ermemy was favorsed ov zZgez’
zut ravines ancd high hillzs with steep reverss s'ones,
Detection of positicons in such fermrmain S artillery cubs wua
generalixy not productive since it was necessarys Tor them
fl» at 2 wvery h.gh altitude.!®

With one outstanding sxzcept.on - the F3ilure oF the erneTy Lo
emplay  long range artillery for counterbatierny fire = 4he
tactics and dispostion o©f the snemy artilliers bLeh:r P €
line showed no change from thnat whiz= =ad zoeen obser: in
the rast, Evern though our Zorps G-ty positons -3
contined to  the narrow roads teading north o the ELVE
RIVER VaALLEY (27?1 +to RLET, in which the diwisiona’

_‘5?..
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ciements were scabttered, the counterbattersy < re received
was negligible - this deepite the $act *Hat *he zremy cou'ld
see the ssmoke of many of cur weapcns from nis ZFs or the
migh  ground, The ernemr had = as possizle Zounteroattery
weapong -~ one  2i0mm gun, possibly 4 Zi0mm Noed tzers, 3t
least 7 170mm guns, and a batter» of 10Smm guns, These were
Jused most frequently on front line elements and forwa-o roacd
- nets, Harassing of movement in the rear arezas waz carried
out sporadicaily and with small number of reounds. The
surcrising and unprecedented Yack of counterbattery fire on

Qur guns canrot be attributed to a shortage of ammunit.on
and certainly not to poor vigsibility Interragaticon of 2 P

_,
)

Vl
- <forward observer of a 170mm battery - produces & kel
explanation of the enemyv's Firing ftacy cs., = stated trat
it was use‘eai for them to fire against the wast'y superior
rumber of Allied artillerr pieces since such Fi-¢ zalwars
drew wvery heavy retaliatory fire at a time when ine Jermans
could not afford to lose any artillery and neutralization or

destruction of Allied artillery securec no appreciable
effect, Under such canditions, the i stated, more damage
could be done by directing artillers <fire into the more
forward lines and installaticns,"'?

From 11 September until 22 September, the 2Sth Div zien meported

lege than four-hundred-fifty rouﬁds per day ever firecd at them.

The lack of effective artillery fire allowed the 23I2th Imfantry
te move up the open ridge lines over sewveral days and nights
without being attrited by indirect fire., 14 the Germans had been

ab)

LJ

-+

aJ
n

lace effective indirect fire on the attacvwing dnits, ‘the

attack may have been slowed or even stopped Zue %2 vrnacceptable

[ he Germans alzo lacked aircraft to provide close air supoort and
Lo tir interdiction mizsions against NN suppl - ara
reintorcements. During the meonth of September 1734, -2 Tizt
anti=zircraft Artillery Brigade, which was supporting II Corps,
fired no AEA ergagementz, Serneral Hesselr ng statec that trae
Vack of a1~ support was a prime  reaszn Tor dhe inmabl ot g

detend the Gothic Line,29
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Re Bermarns had few replacements and reserves, oe effects of

the .3, art.lliery weres =neing Felt, The Jdefernders wmere LDeing

attriteqc, Small uriits were hbeing commitited Dlscemes g
replacements became available, The cuzlity of ifre tre
;ep?acements was & problem, A& Lithuyanian Labeor Sattaicn was
committed, They had little motivation o $zh*  znz mead Y
syrrendered, The German replacements wers soorl» f-ainesd and

-
.

mary had never euen +ired a round =¥ bal AMMUT LY T, S *Rhe

reglacementz came <orward many wersz Willzd srowounded Sv ULE,
harassing fires, Thus, those tmat arrived alrssdy were
demzralized,

The piecemeal commitiment of *the reserwes woulg 7iiial's xpp

2 he & wviglation of the principle of war of mésa. The manwv
small Yooal Serman counterattacks were uUnzuccessfu’ due Yo

insufficient soidiers in the attack. But when the

En]
[

replacements is considered, along with the firepower of the LS.,
the Germanz probably  could not have successfully maszes o
counteratitack and regain lost terrain.,
& peoklem at  the  tactica' lewel was  the German I Iuzgslan
zrenade ., Several of the incdividua! engagements e twess Mmal
Jmits  and men were resclued noofaoarn o4 ths ULTL Jus to o the
neffelliuse tsncussion grenace, Ir genera’ SEftanIasz SEN
flacec grerzdes 22 not even wound inc. v - duals Zlase T,
M.t e waz mak.ng  the strategic Zecizionsg roothe bmsates,
According  to Gereral Kesselring, Hitler ccouldr’t cSeczide Irn o where
ar whern to fight in Italy and ttus prapes oreparat oms 3 oaztliozos
were not  takenm that could have resulted in success. . Uher
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the hattle of the Sothic Line mas o take ntace, Hitler gauve
£
¥,
i, instructions  to sald axt all zosts.  Seneral Messa'rt.omg owaer
X telt that “continuance of the resistanze soutt af tte Pooat i
- time whern the owerall situation, the local tactical situatiar,
A the condition of the troops engaged there, the supp'» situstios
.
K and  the existence &f oprepared positicrs  in destn def ~itely

L)

&, called +or the emplorment of delaring “actice wae & cruc z°
iy .
Ly mistake, " 22 Thuszs the Germans acted with n the irtamt of =g
W
o)
X fommander,  however, the intent/mission waz incorrect  faor the
v, situation and resulted in failure,
1-f ~ . . - i =, ;
) SoE s mizsian oFf  the U,5.  commander was  achieved bBut  rot ozs
(N
LI
P ntznded, Lt. General Marl Clark, commander o€ Fié:% rm.,

wWanted to rapidly breach the SGothic Lime and explait into the Pa
Wallew, Hiz intent, however, was not proper’y conveved in the 10
; Corps and  35th Diwvision orders. General Clark visited the 1ot

arnd  2d Battalion commarnders of the 2332tk Infantry on 12 Septembern
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& better get on »rour hikKing shoes. I°m gaing
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P} thir e pg=0n] a laon o] forward pass nto the Po Yallew o &g I owart ‘ ,.
) B . X R » - -
- cns o be oo oget i f,"23 This convers nothing o a mattalion o
- \ . *
-, AT
&) ot
i commander making an attack o seize an cbiective & +ew ¥ lometers 'ﬁﬁ
w, A
N r '. -.\
: L= e frant, The same unit will ot conduct the 3bttack and the .
-4
- -~
& srezkithrough. Tre words  are notable Sut uszeless. The gouodance
,‘)
oo w3 s RERER Leen more effective 4 he  mal emchzs.zec  the
=
..l
o mzostarce of  gquick!'y accomplishing the Satta':iaomst ohoectiues,
 ® - . . . . . .- .. . - .
" Te end rezult was 3 piscemeal atiack with imzufdicient slanning
l. -
'I
. ard without  proper  coordination metwsen the adartra, oarkh N aew
- : ’ '
o
and air syppart,
i
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. Einzslly HGeneral Clarik became impatient with Il Corps” failure to
"
P, . . . .
S seize the pass and Sicected thal the SCth Dieision Ceommo bt the
L - : . . -
r 227tk Infantry to envelope the pass by seizing Monte P-=tgne,
- Major General Geoffrey Kers, Il Corps commander, Jid order the pg;
&':.
R attack, but Kept *he main attack up Highwayr £524.2¢4 Thisz wze t£§
ﬁ not the emphasis of the 332th  Infantry rfowever. Duming the v
. entire batitle the emphasisz was on Morte & tuzzo ard ncot o the Y
. vy
- e 1
. . highwar. Thus, as one goes down the chain of -ocmmard, one +$022s ::.
-. ..
o) ".
repeatedly that subordinates dig net Follow the higher N
" commandar‘s intent,
Little iz Kmown of the ewvacuation and  treatment of  Sermarn }J'
f:
czzuwalties, but it cam be assumed that they were effecltivelsr oy
b3
gwvacusted as only dead were found as the Americans advanceds, The RO
. -I‘;':}
procedures used by the éAmericanzs are Known., In genera', sach sy
b
infantry gplatoon had an zid man to provide immediate trextment. s
The second level of treatment was provided at the battalion aid
staticn, During the battle, ambulatory wounced ewvacuated
tremselves +o the aid station. Socldiers umable to accomplish
thiz  were treated in place and awaited 1itter bearerz to Se sent
from the aid statiaon, In severa' instances, wounmded scidiers
cweme left on the battlefield as their urntts wothcdrew and rnald o
-
amd ot the litter bearers o euacyate them, The menza’ amgu &b
" trat resuttel from this procedure g best shown By fthe actoons 34
Private James S, Dorris from Company T, 2d ®2abtna'on, I22:s
trfartra, He was wounded in the legs anc stomach, Dot whern tzid
Ye wat  to be left Letind to await lititer bearers az hos platoor

withdrew, he ran  al!l the way to the company ares and then
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high ground along the great divide between the Sieve anc Santernc
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collansed,

i, SIGMIFICAMNCE OF THE ACTION:

b
3
3
>
L
e
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Significance: The successful attack

1=t Sattal:ion, 2328+th Infantry Regiment, in seizing

Mante Altuzzo proved to be the undoing of the much

-
pu |
L
~
r
[ ()
Py
ut

t Sattalion’s success allcwed the reqgi
itz omjective on Monte Altuzzo and along Highwar
focrces began their withdrawal, the regiment

33FLRY amd the left (the 3823pd, Flst Divisian:
sycceesful. By the close of 17 September the
success brought about a general collapse of eremy resistance all

alang ite front, leaving the 8Sth Division in posszessicn of the

Wallev, Thie front extended nearly four miles $rom Monte Altuzzo

to bevond Maonte Pratone.

It remairmed for the ®let Division to secure Mortse Momnt:ze'l) on

12 September to finish clearing Highway &5Z4., This action, & ong
with e 2lgt Division’s success,gave Il Zorps control of & seuen

mile siretch  of the Gothic Lirne on eidtner side of 17 Bioge Pass.,
It Farced the Germans to extricate what  fthew zou'd If the o

defeatec and broken forces by withdrawing them rortt o4 tre

Witrdrawing German forces were vigorously pursued v

-
[T ]
[l
[}
3
1)
"
-



which swept north into the Santernc

25 ¥
e
N

-

the main German detenses at Futa Rass untenab’e

S

the underminding of the enmtire Gothic Linse,

v

B. Long Term: Although the success of

breaching the Gothic Lineg at Monte Altuzzo

subsequent advance into the Po Valler by Sth US @rmr and the
¥ 15th Army Group (Sth British Armydg Bosllied

then exhausted. The enemy, terrazin, and worgsn:ng

nad depleted manpower and ¥ mid-January
~tlied drive had halted for the winter, having made an’lx
inrcades into the strategically important communicatio

%

the Po VYatley,

with major tactical or strategic conzequence after
de ) the actions of wvery Ffew men. The zatta
Altuzzs was executed by one infantry Rattalion uti

.companies in the asesault with a force never numbering more than
cone time, This <Force conducted the ar:mcipal
2,000 marn Sth US

squad, and nlatoon achions

complate confusion and pressed home o cue

argd determined azction of individuals arme emall urni

¢ the case when three men +from the 13t Sguad, 3rd Platosn,

Company £, : Battalion, 28 Infantry sei W Z 4hus
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. allowing the 3Ird Platoon to reach the summ:t of Hi'1 924, Theza N

}5 , three men Sergeant Strosnider amd Priuztes Sc-wanthe ans Lo=m=tar,
s worked their war up to Knob 2 and surcrised ths defenderz, Usin=g
: hand grenades, rif¥le fire, and b» calling for the Germams to
) .
;4 surrendepr, these three soldiers seized the ‘three oregparsd
5 Cosit . - . -
b positicnes on knob 2. They Killed and woundec zevers! Ze-~mang,
P cantured 11, and drouve the rest of the defende-= +rom the ma'n N
P Wi
3 05
3N fine of resistance., This three man acticr waszs *vpical oF 4:e Z%
38 i
B, ciaze Fighting throughout the assault on Monte Altuzzo. Thz s
e ditimate success of the ten Division strong Sth &rmy was built on &:‘
N -l
- mar s such actic 2
" &S e such actians, Fe
)
R
+
N 2. Zornducting a npassage of lirnes when in contact zhmould e
-5
iy avoided if at all possible. The I! Corps plan which called for
'}w
2 the 33tk Division to pass through the Plst Divisiorn zxt 2&30 on

morning of 13 September resulted in considerable cané:

50
x
o

)
™

S ar2  prevented the 25tk Division from conducting x coocrdiqated
3
o . in . . : . N s
b zhtacy on the German main line of resistance. Co! Miclesiszen,
o TomMmEnger of  the 23Zth  Infantry FRegiment, and his Sattalion
> o b A
K .:. .
v commander  were unable to  ascertain the Jocation or status of
by ‘i'
v, i 5 o= o : 4

company L, I&83d Infantry, Plst Divigiaon zrizr tao and sven during
V: treir  initial  attack on Monte Altuzzo, Thiz lack of Erowd
L
o
S foncerning  LWomparny L caused confusicn  whizw Sampecod <rardly
A"-"

fire support and prevented Ca! Mizlele ' zen ancd Ltc Jacuson, tst

oy - . . .

o Sattalior Commander, From making sense of iha zituntiam, This o
o ey
» ] 4 ol
ﬁ' confusion, which cost the 3324k Infantry 2 dav to cezalve, could tad]
N N
¥ . . . . 1 e

have Deen awoided. If the 25th Division had besn 2! lowed to pass éﬁ
, <
) o]
;: » NIy
; E@
%i -74~ b
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jon Zefore heavwy contact was made wrth the

3

#

SO gmemy, much better contro! cuver the imitial ztages ofF the ztizcu
A

A wzuta hawe been nossible,
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b
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»  #Adequate ground reconnaissance iz critical, bhern the Zommarnder

cf the 238 Infantry» Regiment issued hig attack crder to His

Ry Soattalion commandere, the officers of the regiment hac Known for
> ; : S .
Ko sewveEral  dars that they could be conducting tne Jdivizizsn’s main
&)
L attack zgainst Monte Altuzzo. They had conductec a thorough map
N ztudy of the area but none had seern the ground despite She fzot
N -
k.. that the diwision had Dbeern in reserve, Both Ltc JackKson of the
~
B, izt Sattation and Ltec Cole of the 2nd Sattalion went Forward in
ﬁ; the late zfternoon of 12 September +o reconnciter and zelect
o
i azsembly areas, The latenesz of their start combined with the
'.' confusion in  the status of the 3rd Battalion, 342 Infarntry, itk
3 Civision resulted in both selecting assembly areas for their
) units without having had an opportunity to Setermires the' -~ 'ines
{ - o
o+ Zeparture for  the (400 =attack the next morning. &lsa they
. degarted without selecting routes Forward, without Knowing the
. 2remy  2ituation to their front, and without Knowing the Tocatizon,
: Etrength, or  intentions of the <Sriendlv elements of the Zeirc
i .
. Ir¥antry +o their front. This confusion was reflecetzzd - thg o
:J
SR distointeld attack of the regiment the next momn 3. ~deczoste i
pad prior recocmmaissance wouwld  have  avcided many of these arckblsesms 2
s ara wou? d Mave greatly simplified the already compl o cazted o
4
@ . . =0
» mareuyver of passing one  unit  through Znother white om0 conbaos -~
b/ - L) Y
X A
) ) KR Ch
with the enemy. !ﬁ%
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s, . Indirect fire is very important in sealing of the battle area B
a“ e
o 4
) amd reusRtinG @nEmy inforcements zrd N %
i EH prevsnting ST rein+criements Al FesUDDt Y. MUD o Lo B
p artiliery Ffiring in support of the assaclt on Monte Rituzzo was
Ch y
" rnot capable of rmarming the enemy troops  sheltered in  the
¢ =
L)
:‘ extensive and well prepared positions an the monitezin, This
I artiilery zupport was  invaluakle, thowever, in greventing enems
-+
5 Ticement 'nooand around  those positionsy and n preventing
3
S reinforcements  and resupnply, particularity  ammurntion for toe
F- hard pressed 12th Parachute Regiment, For example, the 12%%
. Parachute suyffered throughout the Satile <rom  a  zhortage of
.
N frzgmentztion grenades., Many US troops escaped serious iniury due
te the relative ineffectiveness of the concussior grenades used o
S
. b
» the Germans. Toward the end of the fight:ing other ammunition o
. e
( shortages began to influence the action. &S was the case w: bty P
" ~zsupply, indirect Fires significantly effected the erem¥’s I
. abiltity o reinforce his positions., As  early  as the (9% of
N September  a Lithuanizn Yabor battaliiorn was orderel sormarc o
s reolenish  the ranks of the 12th Parachute Regiment. 3z a Z -2c4
. result of UE supporting artillery fire the bulW of t= 2 tattx’ion -
e P . . . . R - _ ;\:
' 30d not oarrive ontil o tRe right of 1€-17 September. Sy fren it nad =
i . k
K talkar o 2 pounging that itz ndlvidus TETmRE S Were ‘o
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MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
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