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ABSTRACT

COMMON REFERENCE: Monte Altuzzo (September 1944)

TYPE OPERATION: Offansive, Deliberate Attack, Mountain

OPPOSING FORCES: American: 5th US Army
II Corps

85th Division
33T Regimental Combat Team
338 Regimental Combat Team
339 Regimental Combat Team

91st Division
363 Regimental Combat Team

German: 4th Parachute Division
12 Parachute Regiment .v.

2d Battalion, Grenadier Lehr Brigade
10th Parachute Regiment

SYNOPSIS: In September 1944, the Fifth US Army, as part of a
coordinated effort with the British Eighth Army, launched
an offensive against the German Gothic Line, in the
Appennines Mountains of North Central Italy. Not wanting
t~o assault the heavily defended key terrain of the Futa

.4 Pass, the II Corps decided to outflank it by taking the

.Il Giogo Pass to the east. The 91st Division attacked
to seize the high ground to the west (Monte Monticelli)
while the 85th Division attacked Monte Altuzzo on the
east. Although elements of both divisions were involved,
the battle was primarily a regimental-sized fight, with 4

most actions involving platoon or squad-sized manuever.
After an ardous and often confusing fight, Monte Altuzzo
was seized. This victory was the initial breach in the
Gothic Line, and opened the way for continuing the

4" attack northward to the Po Valley.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: See Annex A.
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I.I NFRODUCTrIOIN TO TH1E BATTLE OF MONTE ALTIJZ ZC3

The battle of Monte AltUZZOo cr in mid-SGeptemrbpr194

£d k-a the -first breachirlci of the G3othic ILine by, U. £. forces

The U.. 5th Army's 11 Corps c.apttred the 11. Gi ocio Pas 1)%.

~c(:~ i~r1 Mor:*o PlIitLAZZO arnd the ad icini nq heici*itsz.

A~ flf!iber of sources of i rF fr ma t on about thec. batl~1e a.re

a ~ 'i 1 ab IE. A~ hi bi' i ociraptiv is lis ted at Annexl A. ie pt-i marv

Ij :rnr - 1 wa S the bool.k Three Battles Arn:vj Lie, I) (A 'z o*

d: b hr1s MaDonalId -andc Si dne" T -'athei

( . UmI w~rol: e the por t ion on A]. tu z:! ba-:ksed - iinin thIi

!r r'e ws w it h participants and retracincj the battle-Field.

- i c coau nt p i-ov id es an extremely detailed :3nal-vsis o)f t:h e

t-! JJ-ct . It is,* however, the onlI SourCEN our qrot'p c c.ttid find

C1C,'!*-c. 1J_.-1d 1- he b . f. 1e i tself lr-d it doo:- FIot 17WOV1d- fflIA-ch

bIc t n ht. t.he e.en t sIe ., Odi n o up to_ t-he" h~ t j.:th

* . ~I'i .1 I i on n cio thv r p ertir.en!: flal;

* ,t. - l~ i (XIIJ( c-, ACti I 1 (tj 1 1 :1 dETal! *ji, Ih itt

1 i: r t iI: ., 1: e ih 1. -F or i i: ic~ r- 'n I o u L I e IJ t. I ir c . r
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lico per sLriaI tcCoLir-ts ,tere av ai I a b1I e , wh ic h rto-ved mo~st

he F, c] o''r- research. (In' w a -: 1 f t e F, -a ct 1 o v i-epart
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1:..t t h F ns:)i rt ef tort on1 Mocnte P11 t u z Za h i S.' a s~i L4 S

- - - - - ?. I-~ T i~ 1* ~ IC Co 1-1- 1- TI I) on. O ~I' .d --. 1d

TI~~~ ~ a ecrr~ .- ~ n rt. i 11 er v rEI SLUPEOt-t EVe i e=i d O~r-
r e c:c ,J B4~ I, r, n

r Io h' c~ cou t wi t F! t tI.i a. t f-for ar~t- a!T~ II F.., s

f Pe Ea hAt F -. Ri d qle. Hi j kC C C!tn L I - rit -v-e7,Ff tr ae ~r Id

(~ ~~e prrwc1 o dc?. L: rjoad~~ f eelI nq f rth i- 'eOf 11e-v 111Prebu

~ ~ 'I iiited i n- co e

t-i r et 1 AbertF-Tl e r s~ postk'it a na1 -v~ s~ ci f: (3etrnn

d t- -. nJi q tii i:e I t 1 .ar a a 'a i a ~ n k1i i n.1 i . r:? I: I ed c

j t- t t I E,-. F:"eIot h ic LIiree batt Ie~ ., E ofoved [tr1]D-f~ u 1
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h1 !).r i -;I b . r .- Ile 3erinar)-i .. now ,-i 1 - 'o'.t 1. h i '- a, j. -J: I:. i. r-
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III. THE TACTICAL SITUATION:

A. Area of Operations:

1. Climate and weather: The climate and weather in the

11 Giogo Pass/Monte Altuzzo area of operation during September

1'144 was characterized by warm, dry days wi th c-oo nights and

earl. morning mist and chill drafts which svept over the hils.

-Wlhie the soldiers of the 338th Infantry had fied jackets, ol ive

drab uniforms, and summer underwear (in which they w!oul.d swv.el ter

n the daytime), they were stripped to the barest essen- t as for

tre fight ing, thirsted in the daytime and sh i..ereM at n'g t.

Weeather and cl imat ic conditions .ere not severe enough to

mater, i al l affect the outcome of the ,at te; h ote.,e V e r. some

concealment of troop movement was possible under the cc:ver of the

early morning mists. Conversely, dry and dusty conditiors aided

sbservers and al lowed them to spot vehicular moement at long

r .nQes. In neither, case were these conditions tactica1ly

signif cant to the ex tent that they affected the outcome c.f the

bat tIe.

. Terr.ai.n The Ii Giogo Pass/Monte Al tuzzo .. e. , ..

pr 04 the 3erman defensive area knoir the c';th:L,-,, ."

Go L irie defenrses ~t i' iz ed the s 'i Ap e n e S 1 7+B '

an Qe, ihich in themselves present a *ormid; ble obstscle to ar, v

. ,-6 ng 4orce Here peaks r i se from the 4.rr.. e. t-.: e a t

r. , re ne wi th tops reaching heigohts f-or- ." I t. 903: F feet * The

Ger man- were fully confident of stoppirg the l i ed dr %.e k o.ing

-10-
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!t line .. pecial 1 ': s since tke r;anizat :or. Todt, ,A:hic-. rad 'so

, a lestw 1 ha constr ucr te e rs eje

foDrtifications, barriers, arid obstacles for o_-ver a -year prior to

the offensive. Construction of this de*ensive "ine Or the

sou thern slope of the Apenn Ine, MIour, tai ns be t,,een F or erce and

sol o., na t.- as par t of the total German I an for success; tie

,efensive posi tions on the Ital ian pen suIa. 0e: +se o the

A-e*,temel . r U gge -d nature o, the terra h the defenses could be

c, rc.:ertr ated on the passes through the moun tains. CInt.cu:ton

.. .s undertaken initially by 28,000 Ital ian workers supervised by J sNe. _

t , U-Oranization Todt as mentioned ear-l er- . c, r .k .,.as- t acceler ated

I J Jne 1944 after the +all of Rome , when respons" bi] t>Y for the

defenses wa -L s assigned b.. the 13e rman Commanr de r ir Ch ief
.4_

South,.est, to the un its which were to defend the line. -.

The barrier system of the Gothic Line (now called the Green Line) A.-

.sS intended to *unction as a position to which the -3e-mans Could

1 back if necessary. Since the Aperir.i.re are fn t e nsel.e v .s

barr ier, the b.-arr i er system ,.,as des.- i ned to_ im;v- ci.,e or; t.e

tu'rA obstacl es.. The Posit: ons c, r Lor t c r, , .e .e .I

": !t arid MUt nl sup ' rt r ,. -e ; e r;.,; t os nd s

Vo-= 
,ac es .i e.I* e r0r Imar i s ; ted to cover t.he mf(.a n rad tho u - ,.

tt s s h m an Y o 4 the pos i t r: s c:J n C c. 7 C :. ;..k

ie r,.,an re Z4 s v -e not p r. od :: ed sure .on t, .

obst-cl e.s-. p1 ace d r, the area attack.e by the sh o . -t V

g, as. s nor the amount of materaIal used in th e ,onsru,: .on

r 4

7.



e-.or t However- 40. the sector ,mmRdi a eI y to tne ai.. te

German 4th Parachute Division (occupy; th i I er;= Se

da t - s ava 1 able which shows the extent. t ,. the c:or:struuct .n The

tab'e bel ow gives a good in dicatior o the number and types 0;iJ
Obstacl es that may be assumed to have been instal1ed in the I'

Gic,go Pass sector.

READY :JNDER -OZSTR. C'ND.

,.ac. ine gun posi tions 80 102 5

c- i t iorc s for ant i t.ank guns, mortars

B,.. iran try guns 5 06'~

, Dugouts 23 3

S tr. observation post 2

-j: I .-. r!.:-Cover she 1 ters .4 0
e, '

.:,n t rig tr enches :length, meters) :2c'0 0

-J
, .%

.. ~ ~ r p; c : : . s f or a r o e r-

,:,bs e-.vers ,. th dugouts 0 0

r t i t an . d tc , ,  r t h , e e rs 4 C

[%.".5..,

.Aai.
y--:

.5.



Surface wAire obstacles 2200 0

- 1 ,:00

Road construction (meters) 200 0 0

As described in the 85th Division G-2 report on the

oper a tior,,"The enemyo's defenses conis ted ci .I. bun ne rs

constructed of earth and logs, for- tified houses., mach ne gun

posi tions cut into rock and innumerable mortar emplacements. The

posi t irs were well planned and general' y uta y support I r.

The fortified houses on Hill 7 2 and 'Yierruc. were c r-cl ed by

b n-,.r, ds of rr, ines and barbed wire: the heavy vegeteton grot. th was

cleared and openings in the walls at ground level allowed machine

guns to employ grazing fire. Bazookas were ineffective against

the thick walls of these houses. Similarly, bunkers and pillboxes

were so well constructed that they Survived all but direct hlts

t e artillery or b. the aerial bombardmert"'

The Gothic ,Green) Line just east of the Il SioGc, Pass s n S a.

Hi gh.a::. 6524) i. domi rated by Monte Al tuzzo , and or, te .st by

M on te tort, cel i. In order to con tr-o the pas .a- ZS

* " necessar" t o i rst c a p t.r h c',.iec tI. .ehe t h eh c, r oC

. h-c ad ridges and gull ies which char. ac ter ze d te apra Se .

to the tvo he i ;h ts 'a cre.e U trn su .. ec t t- obser.at 'r d

cr.ossf ire from the adi o in I he h 9n, t.e bunkers, ther-eor. The

narrow, knife-edged r idges er-e covered ,,i th sturted b. -. ard

,N=
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.,: R.t tered p.at Che ,f p Ines ex :ept !,her-e bare r.:- 0'" . tr': .

+-- -k--. v- etat:o "-e .Ar
n. d c. -s furn ished no f ,oothold for ,egett.t or:. Ire !

a -Fev s t arnd i n trees or, the 4-rvuard slopes -:f 'the rncountairi bu t

Man"'yr more h ad been 4elled to create barr-ier-s. as we7 as s'ea-.

f e ds of fire. Artillery shells tore awy most of t . rhe-,i i

trees durinq the course of the batte. Very it te . ari d

almost no concealment was a,.i 1 able +fo the at ta.:ker..

1

*Te portiorn of the line Just east of the 11 Giogo Pas-s /here the

t_:h Infantry was to make its main effort is shaped like :. hJ'uge

am , thea ter w i th two w i n s e tend n u th f r or Mor; te "l tuzzc,

() 2.. ( thotomap enclosed). Si tua.ted on the f.oor c.4 t hIe

.r mpMitheater _ the La Rocca farmhouse and its associate-- fields

-and pastures, w,'hich were under the direct observat i or, and f re of

-the enemy from Hi 11 782, knob I and knob 2 1 ocated or the e astern

IQ leading to the summit, and the western peak. (Peabod- Ridge>

oc .,ed On the western wing. Only a coordrinated Bttack .ga .t.

heignts or both sides of the amph the.Ater cou d' ach eI.'e-

.c-es aga i n st the enemy occup'inq thIs por.t or: of the Green

'. .er",' I ev. of fr-i endlly forces;

_. . . .. .. ,.,
5erneral :The 5th Arm was stopped al cr. h roFe h

.... ~m t. - rigO=t ~ -o the r.o - ,, - !r

:." t''e Germ ar. . a ;:-n e? upost e o r ther ,.

Jei er! .e i ne t he Goth i c Lirne. The G:;th 1c Ine a r; e St t,0 .A s

acro.ss 170 mi le s of the 'Iorth Aoerni re. ourta n - In uIt

-:'4- o*- '
,16. fi"
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1';44, the r- tish 8th Army held the eatern +o'- -ts tne
]6'

n e a)l the US 5U Ar.m.y held the reTln irg one-f if+ th -r. the

.zest. The plan of attack wma.s for. the 8th Army to, t i a te the

attaCk and get the Germans to commit their reserve to blur, t the

Sth Army attack. Once the German reser.,es I.,.nere :r-mmi tted, the 5th

sm.. wouldI a u r, c h its attack against the Gothic Line.

On I u Sctember 1944, the 5th US Arm>y aunche i t R c.'e . o

:rps .as to make the m ain effort for the 5th A-.. an, the 85th

In an try Dik)i sion was to make the main attacV for --4o '.,--. . The

51.h A r ." n umbe ne d - ou h 1 262 , 00 ' t r ocps .._r; d ;!-;z u, de:.- en c omba t "

s i -ion.. s f th i s force , ass than a tou2.2J.r, men .o, .e

tn he attack. in +act, the assault force that bore

the fi hting was never larger at any one t ime than two r ifle

companies numbering some 350 men. Two Corps units invoed ,ere

the 34th 85th, 88th, and 91st Divisions. The 34th, _r:7n, and 2

9.St Divisions. were to attack north and *he 88th Din-.o; 'as

,e- Ser- e.

i s i n . o. b i was i e to s ecu re '. o r ce?

s. S. I e oei ts regiments and th one ,ane

R,-t ...- wes. T e s Eh h- ; e I. .,

s:~. or; ar scur Mon~te 'uzz E- sezn co

t',e nm. rat e ter-ra; n on e i ther side :. Hi gh,.a. 6524, h e r
E.-. ,c;. d be ec;Jr .e I ,k rl, T N v p . s t. pe r, e t e to c t .- t-

mis L i n t o t h e - '*.}" " '"v
PN

14
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2. Stren-th And Copos tion:

485th iri.antry Divis:o.n

T ask Organization

337 Regimental Combat Team

337th In~antry Regiment

:328th Field Art ler, BSattal on (105mm)

Compan A 310th Engineer Combat Batta!-n

Compan. A 310th Medical Battal ion

338 Regimental Combat Team

'V

33th Infantry Regiment

329th Field Artil ery Battal ion (105mm'-

84th Chemical Weaponm Battali on (4.2 inch mortar)

(" Company D, 752 Truck Battal ion

Companx C, 310th Engineer Combat Battalion

Company C, 310th Medical Battalion

.2"0 Regimental Combat Team

'33 t h Infantry Regiment

1~c mPan e , Arth i I e y ,a t.tl I l. o r . 5'mtr , ,, -

'I'

C omipa,,.Y. C, 3 -10 th En-,g ir, ee r. Comt.a t 2 a t t - 1 cr,

-:o m p.. r,., C:, 310 th Me di calI Ba t ta,' o

85 h D i v.. iion Arti I ler>' ,

403th Pield Artil1er.?. Battal ion 155imm)

,'4



85th Cavalry Troop (Mech).

310th Engineer Battal ion

310th Medical Battal ion (-)

Hqs Special Troops

HHC

785th Ordnance Ligth Mai ntenance Comrpanx.'

85th Quartermaster Company ..

85th Signal Company

85th MIlitary Pol ice Platoon

Attached to the 85th Division

752d Tank Battalion (mediumf)

805th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP)

84th Chemical Battalion (4.2 inch morta.r)

105th Anti Aircraft Artillery Battalion

In Support of the 85th Divisior,

Hqs, II Corps Artillery 4
1 78th Field Artillery Group

1 8th Field Artillery Bat tion 155mm.

4 . 248th Field Ati 1le-v Batte.l ior <55 '

:3 th Field Arti ller,"r yS atta' ion 55rrrn

?B? th Fiel d Art ill ery Sattal ior (4.5 inch gunl

423th Field Ar till ery Group

4. .. -. 4-



.4-

6'th Felc Art lr., .attv i:r n4Cm.,3n Pu-.

6' 8Sth F e d Ar-t lIer Ea. tt&o cr, 240mm./E: ;u.

'. 5, i , .r. t I1er eattali or; I 5," ,

The ,_kiicr s plan was to attack wi th t,,o r-eg mer, ts at,-east, the

33t. +n atr-y or, the eft was to secur.e -,:r, te A t.zo ar the

:33 9 t Ir, far, try or the right to secure-- e o-t ..e,.-, .-e 337th

Ir rtr . ;.,as the d , i si o n r-eser .e,

AQ ppcr oxri ma tel y 50"." of the 35th Division had exper ence, cobat in

t e dr iye throuh the mountain.s to Rome or . th par-l ,r. tr-nQg

ac t i on s al nc the Ar ro River. The .th. D i s . r n yed Cr b

S ur.: er or i t" throughout the bat t e:ac t X S

i s gr, ifican t The 85th Division and II Corps art iIIeryqV, how.er v,
%,.

-layed a very significant part in the battle. In fact Lt Col

Rober-t H. Cole, the commander of the 2d Battal on 338th in4antry

*Regiment during the battle, attributes the succ-ess o4f US forces i

tak ing Monte Altuzzo to heavy harassing artillery fir-e. ": believe

the enemy could have wi thstood al , our r- nart tr. .v a ac V. S

pr'o.;i dir -  the front 1 ir e enemy troops could have been sup;ed.

Suo 1T:." for the Germans became the cr i t c 1 fac t n, , . r

mo.t desper.ate efforts at resupply fe d l, the Gemr,"VK

r a . eg t, :rumtjc T e7he rea s on te enem ap n le d

i-.a.! due to the corstant t heavy harass i n. f .eh e o'te. t e

fr-on t i ire Germa an troops r..om his -upor s rut t-::p-"

Ah ih--::g, the m, bi I i t of the tank'. s and 3e' f p cc teek e

destroyers was sever-el restr icted b. the terr i-, f-ei.

-4,': 
.
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- k i e r e e . fl I n d e s t r- ., .4 -r

3. Technology: There was no significant difference in

the tecnnol ogy th.at impacted on the b attle. Ha-d the German

concussi on grenades beer; mor e effect ive (,r.any z dd te :oui d

hate in+l icted more casualties on US #,r:es. . --oud

nt h"a "e changed th

:: the radios of the US forces worked. proper ., 'e rr, ha e

en abl e to se cu re th e ir object ives soon er* and ;J; t!- L4ewer
'i4

c asulti es. Most commun icatijon! betw.Aeer. the cr-n ue ts and

th; e re-e:; t e he adqu.r ters vas accomp I i -hed b--, s--

S

4. Loi stics and Administrative Systems: The terrain

v everely restricted the abi 1 i ty of the uncommi tted forces and '

Sst c personnel to resupply the commit t e d f;orc.:es .uv th any

t, a.s of supply. In particular, ava ti Iab; 1 i t' of4 h.and gr enade: s or

the patoons of the 338th Infan try mak i n g the me ir, e'xo-., posed

S cM e ser ;I ous problems in clearing bunkers a n d tr e r:, . 'he

tri n a l so adv er e affec ted the r-esere rle P1 ac emen t

e , 
-r," i tu'r ,  a-i 1 i t' to re.,c h the Co m te,_ d

zkitc emrtenr t p erso:nr~ n as Ch er t e~ t ee~uIpe

at r.I.mmn d C Con t r ol ar R ndOCmu n cCitcs e r en r 1k te

k , S :: r Zas w I or gn B d 4cr : :m t -e e. s&.

,ran: zat i on) . Due to the rugged, restrict c ,e.; rtr. c: t he

4.'.



omm* e Ir -. it 7Lu d 1 :...

Q C, : r, : i.e r ..:. t e 4r,:,rt ;es t , ra r, e"

r.:k a Se e tu:'r. te e p : e sar d r, Rr v:' e

r ade :::r d r s ted A...au t. di f i cu 1 t par t cu at r. v ,.th R .bse,en r

: r d er s.... i n+or m.At i on from hi 4her. e -,iqar t er.. H , ad C

,,rnm : t on W. .s a.1 mo.s.t none.. i s.er t tie t.'e r :re re teOor,-.

r-!-; d , h r h e adq u ar- t e r. s an d r e su e d 7 uar. :ri.-..t . ..

z t. :.: t ir e ur it .. To f ur. t her , a., . rra.tter-., t- , a ,t--V

phe I ton e..ders and ccrnp a -r :,,rrmarde r .. ,, 1 .- ,,

"
e" s m e - ... ..,• - ,-r I-h e ir u n c .-- ,-r,_ tt, e g o, u , c,_ p: ,-e d p: r o: b em s c-, r_

j. - P re. 4-S the bat t 1 e -ore s ed ze - * t ::.-,.::_rr,.y -

U..r r er, became the pr m ar- ,mean s of commu :at ; ort i t 7

:p t ', : r d e r S- ., e r e e 1 t h o u ,t r ,, u .. r, d c o o r.d i a t e d or . ..: •re

crce tre bat te began no further ordrs/p n ..

ireceved by the front line troops other than pu sh on n

, r tel Qerce: The i n tial intel f,e-.:e from corp-.

..n e a. ......,k ,nd r.e m a i ned 1.oe.K ta k r. u h, -vi t..

-- 4.-
i e'. c n ,e c e. . m ar. .Y dist r ibu ted_. to 'lhe, a,. t t al, ,-rs_ ,descr ,t- the "".

: re as ' -'= prep.ared than other port i ons t-: t :

- ; . , the. f:rmed ro re t h -" - f c. r-. z! e ers e

-_ e 7" err-rr.. - - , , "

e ar. %.s.:s p> r, - ered :;rr, r; : >o r . .:.

-, ,- n ri t, 1 " e.* m a c. r ,, -e. r e -:m , ." .

w, l + e - , rrrn...r. r r e, ig e r, c e. d i t t1 z, r. ' .

. c t ' , . 0.. 1
'. a batJ r P| t : ... I/.I'.-' fOU Jth .rld i. aa. rot ir, tec raeted r, t,-, _ ,,pe¢ t : .,

- ;- -
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orders/gu i dance fror, the 85th Di -is, on as there L.as r,, rou: dance

-the th.ar, "lpu sh or" a alluded to ear 1 er.

7. Doctr ine and Tr aining The 85th Div .;s;on's plan o4

attack called for two regiments abreast to make tt.e ma.r attack

w i th one regiment in reserue. The regrr ent.-. !.,ere 'or-med into

-eg mer ntal combat teams wi th the normal c o- ,mz t -- -,pr

Bri d combat service support (see task oroaniza..or;:. Ars. stated

e-arl r.- , r .;ghl y 50'. of the ii Ofi l had ClcT Da.t e-:<per. i enflcC. e ,he

Ssr.rrai n r, p ac ted ir. twi..!o maj c.r ar-ea.s ,, doc t rine and train rl1 . The

Sr St ar-e R affected was the forces' ab i I ; ty to mas -. S ,.h ! ' C.

-esu' ted in piece-mealed, uncoordinated attacks. This al Ioed the

. Germans to defen d_. cormpany s i z e rortages wi th p ,l at o ors ar,,d .d

. some imes i th squad size units. Thus, US forces .ere for-ced to k

c comp ete ly clear areas and not by-pass any enemy 4orce as these

enemy units could bring effective fire on the a*t'=.,:1kin , n nit.

':eco l yr the terrai n a.ja s such that -al l eadclers had a uer

.difficult time locating themselues on tre ground. This resu -ted

-in the sparse use of artillery to strike enemy front line units

.o- fear of injuring friend! Y troops. "he terr... r corn_,1  c . ted l th,

S I=.ituat i orv fur tIer b." restrict i n the ut I zat cr cf ' .. .e :,.

itoor, . The maczhi ne gu r. ar; d dOmr, mor tar s. ..ier , e e - e

M- . . ir!t the i,nemy de 4 ense-s. e 1. bUr. ker.- r- r -st-:, r

......... r: r ej rnatural camou z l age to the Geran.ort f cat cT.

Sm.k in. t t r. re me l v d i + i c u I t to c a te rn- ::o: , ,e

Sher thev wer e fi rig or, US forces. Lt Col _ C, e ummr s.tr ,:e

df'ficul ties of Monte Al tuzzo by statrn t st h:s .tt ion

i1i
-...

-21 -
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6 *. e, the operat i on .v r thr ,ee di sadvan tages s.q.:; a fsJ i : ', ro

t me V ,a S- a .. , j able fon r.econr, ai ssance ,pl ra ia n g an d coor::; ri .t or t- v

bat ta ion and smaller sized uri t; (2) the object ;.-" ard mi--

were too vague due to the nature of the terra:in . w:" 7

As rot a hi.l at all but merely, .r, elevat i on, on the map. :t

-e - ooked nothing, it conf rol IC .--7th i ng, nor- * add

an t r,g t to the success o0 the battle ; arid the zone s'' .:en

h'& b .tat . i on preven ted him fr.mr; tak i r an ' a c i,r. , ; : ccu'

ad or assi st the diisi.ons total Effor.

8_, Cord tiori. Mora. e and Leadership: The soldiers cA s I.

+he -. th Division were in good phys. ca' cond i ton ar: th r

mrale a s high. "Loaded down i wi th ful pack.', arid ariket rol Is,

the. had marched on foot from gl i a, twielve mi u e up arid down

hi l s. Despi te their fatigue, they d:d not seem depressed about

the imrrpending attack. Few suspected that a hard ig t sy a-head,

and. most shared the conf i dence of the i r off ; cers" s2

* 'ener.l>, the sol diera expected this to be an easy fight. As the
, :- a . .4 .e e g a n , m o r a i e - j .a. . h i g h a n d r e m a i n e d h i g h e > , . t-f . e

. ront I i ne uni ts that received hea .x ca .-ual ti es. 1 tree rn tn , S -

the major: t/ o4 the sol di era fou.;th brae'I ard mainta red . hi

-=.t t -s ,i .: i i ere , hcite k' there ,ere sore ' - r Dr: -  o re

* <1. z efd~rd M th'uta _£1 t . orte mo st p ar t c oo

'ades, platoon sergeants ard squad 'eaders to, k ots ..e

e -r e Z to mai r ta i r h i gh mo-,ral e by V eadi rg b> e.;ap e e r fd .t

S :. S! r.0 the i r men to urnecessar 'y danger. The ter-.a r d;er se I x

{%%af~ec ted.I moral e b-y restr ic t i rr4 mu tual1 suppor t b:", adj acen t ard

a' - -2-

-V -.

S q l ' Y \ - .{,A. °'> '' XV°-%' ' ' °."K* .. , & -/K -t-:-.. .' -4 -i ' A,' *- ''-9 ',' '° * - .- *- . '-. .* '



"' a.-g.r : C: u d not i r'e for. .. . .... ...; t .d

oop e terr.za n a so aec ted mor a e by ca..us nr r-.sj o, +

,c.S i ad ass to be intermittent at best . Because o the te n

srr l u nri t leaders_! 7-. e-~e co tr t i nu a.1 1 x c ha. 1 enge d to .e ve op ne,

"-Pr Oac he ; to - ol ve battlef ic proc ems. Com rrum ; m- nC ta :,n ."

ter gh e r headquar ters w a al most none: - ten t or.rn

s ergear nts an d 1 i eu terant t rn a ke the dec i a. ,ons .,h ch. ma .,

d to the : ccompl i shment of the mission o+ the 3: tn r!: SC, r,.

..- r: 1-;.,r., iew ,, EnrrmY Forces:-.
• - "..' - i" - •

The Germ ans had iv e Divisions on the Gothic ire. One o+

" I.hc- 4th Parachu te D i--' si on hacJ atn ex t': n ed 4r ont.e ;i ti

three regiments on I ine "- fol lows.: 10th Reg iment at -onte
Frassino, 11th Regiment at Monte Calvi, a.nd 12th Regirent at

Monte Atuz:o. In addition, a Lithuanian Labor Battal on and 2C

Bi.ttal ion, Lehr Br. gabe were avail abie as the 14th Arm>y 'e- esr.ecs.

.. The 4th parchute Di v isi on was manned t,,- on y as.ma. . nucl eus

c, experier ced paratroopers. who saw combat at Aro. zc.. trooos

-.. ere IePer enced boy= ys, th or 19y three or th- a , "he

=. , - re e" .s .jr- ;r-er tro , : g r ,: rn t r.. c, ;s L , ,

,:.. -tr i ,g es ever t e ie s s., mcr..l e !..a,. o,-,d .;a ,e . , -. e.

.,ere preDre, to defend their pc i. tions i,,ith re.at ieterm,-. .rat s ,r,

-. The G3ermars had s.Jfere e.. casua tie i the S e

-r ,e Ak ou t from the z i o bea,:hhead and te pursu. to to, -

-2:-.
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Ri ver . Al though the ral 4 of the a' , l ed ,4fers: i ). a, the end o:' *1
.IF Tu Y id Qi ,en the Germans as we I as the .rr:er izar--.. :h.ance tc

a ort, rein4orcements -and eqt.ipment, For te r, th A1 m' - -'s .;A, h , c

the 4th Parachute Division was assigned) strength jas ute'7 belowo.,

that of the US 5th Army. It had been .e. kered een ,rt.e after

th e Br i t i h 8th Army had launched its ear. er ,dr" c :,-st

. kt ; as a total of four German di. si ons., ;.nc',di n ree _ .. :Zrr,

6 T e 1 Co-p_ zone, had been shifted tc .- Ter-- .,+.e.s

.o meet th .s threat.

4. -og: t s and Admir istrati...,e sys tems:

a. Long distances fr om the front ! res to r ear supp p::, o r; t s.

a.c-.,3e supp 1 > a probl! em, especial Iy for construct ,or, rn.... er .' s

needed to prepare defenses.I

t. Constanrt change of command authorities in the German higher

e-chelons made i t d i4fficulIt to have prior. it e s . set fo,- t. e -;e,,.:

s.jpp ir s to go the units that needed thern most.

e d a ir. superiority made t ircreas r,:V t to

mai rtai r an adequate ra.te of supp Y to Gothic L i e troc-.-ps h. Nhe

* .,.M roads 1n the h i ch rugged Appen r es T'Il'o r, t..k Is e-.e u er; .e,

crs=- arstt A ed i ar er;Qagement me air; n t h.at most e-E I-.,:- C! c

b ,::..e: .t r gh , . A s A " . , t e7 14th P~ik.- ,, s-. s::r .i.

t'°i ~ ~ ~~c """m ":u :  . o4em n i .o ,A rj, s u p p:: -E '

n '; T1EQ',E MIL:TAP'R OETECTIVE:

-I.

-24- .
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BACKGROUND:

, c= . l~ f.Q are extracts from the IT Crps and .Sth r i v .. i on

coperat 'on orders:

a. 5th US Army attack vjith mission of penetrating the 3othi,=

n,r e and debouching into the Po Valley.

S I: Corps: Attack north on a three di vi si or fron t . a r. efcor-t

Vn the right. Penetrate Gothic Line and debounch nto the Po

k)al . Capture object i ves at each phase 1 ne ,. :rt Oo n , e ii, etcY to

-e*t ob e: t ve or exp 1o it on axial r . .t v tht r Z0c - I . . che.-B.s

F'! 1 n.

S5 th D ivisic,: ,(Phase I - Red Line) Pass t o.;>,for.ces

holding Orange Line within zone. Attack north and cap ture Mornte

-uzzo and Monte Frena. Protect II C c, rDs- rich t 4  1 ar, . <hase

II - White Line) Continue attack to north w ith maximum force and

- [ capture Monte Coidreta and Monte Canda. Continue attack to

r or theast or exploit north along Highway 6524 IAW Duchess Plan.

(phase III - Blue Line) On Order o: II Corps, cont iue attack

rn or t h or expl oi t on routes of advance .jwi th in respect i.je z ce. lAs

-u c e Es .lar, .

d' :-th Divisi on. II Corps reers e .

. C u-- oDn j: t a r ; Ob jc t ..'.e : r. v -a r '%7

et ed d , coordi rated p k1 an 2 . nd o b..: e c t o 9 s , e R . S-

necessary i n the assault of a strong defensiv'e pos,t-c,r!, a- as

case o the Gothic Line. If ths no d:re ao :r ned

*: oc,r d r, a ted a t tack de ge n e r ;k t es i n to a ;er i e.s t ;Ta u ,

uncoor. di nated attacks aimed at meaningless object,,es, Is

25.;
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studyin g th i operat i on one i-s impressed .),i th thre i t a'

. p3 &nning Of th e .th US Army ard II r.is for it e ,5 . ' a e

sch oc solution given at CGSC. Fort Leaver'.orth, kar;sa. After

the initial attack, however, no further orders ec.ept to push

on, were given. Personal initiative at the batta ion, :ompa,. anc

pI atoon I eve i s what drives the battle and "r: .jes the ta*: ng

of the final objective. Offensive action to the right and to the

e + ,,.ere not coord i nated and gui dance that shcu Id rave come from

8 5th Division and II Cor ps did not material ize. t...her obIem

area is that objectives should be ke. terra I rfeatu-._ o!

.:orimru c at on centers and not Jus.t a goosz egg on the map:. An

e:.:. mp e s lil '70. This objective for 2d .at It1 or, S.'S.th

---. rtry .ias not a h !l at all but merely an el ea..ti . on on the

N map. It overlooked nothing, it controlled nothing , nor did it add

( anything to the sucess of the battle. This problem 1,;a. com,,ounded

* by- the fact that no reconnaissance was done b>" t.he inifantrv

:ommander at any level. Given the time to conduct this much

needec reconra ss.ance an i n termed i ate obj ec I i ve mou d ...e been

. p' ared for the maneuver as we as for the f r e suppf.:rt .asets.

E rnm " ob ie, -:t ),e: The erem,. - n ,e " -

. , '-n t e. A tu:zo mar... ..nr, ed : - t. .'"'. r2 2t 0

e I k )- u A a1 e n t o , n rde . e n u . - . t..o... r-

ar a on , e hal f comp.ani es of Are. c.ar i. .r t.:- . Ee-3u Ee o4 the

e rr .ik n, rooo-r commurn cat ion- a.nd I c f , r , d : C. k c

rr,_ ur ng the f ,e da. I bat t e d t h Aer ; -rr c :._k. h s

t r,, o : .S i n t o a,: t i on o ton te Al tu z, a o s di d t -e f er de -.s

1 4
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A' though Forced to br ng u p a..'rU s n on- i ran try ur; ts ,r

r . Ior~zere the 1 ocal Ger,;an .ornmarder haC dec de to r:

I rl, te A tuzzo ard the mountains or the east .nd west :,4 t., . ,

Pass with all the strength they could muster. - n 2 eectemo, er eaE.Ch

o.dier ir, the 12th Parachute .'egimer, t, 4th ar.achute D.. sion

had r.ece ved orders that the posi ti,- _r w..s to ,e helit t.: the s -t

i~r, :-esp te lack of suppl ies and intensive ar. ti I er-. or iortar

f i re On! y on author i t>. of the - ompa r, c orrman der- rr, a V Ie ,ost ..

be abandon4,ed. The message was c ear, their ob. ie c ,a. t,:, hi

the Gothic Line.

* ..- "

E, COURSES '.- ACTION:

. F-iendly Course of Action:

-a. The initial course of action was a 1I Corps c oor.inated

a ttack with the 34th Division on the left, ?1st Di... sion in the

-erter -and 85th Division making the main attack on the igrt to

seure M'orte Al tuzzo and Il Gio, go Pass.

• -

1, T he• i r, t i A I co urse• o f a C t i , n .a s c h a n 9,7 : .. her . '_,"": - %& ,'

I --- ,t r 0+ :, the 91 st D iv is ion cro:ssed t e 1-1 e,, R"; ,.e r. ar,, d2

k n c e Je to the Go th c Li ne a-a r, st e at i e. ., 1 .h:t Ler ra r.

" ~~~~4 i s. t P= r ,-e:kIT. t e 7., o 3r
Ont he 7;ght of 11 Fe p t e rrbe r t.-.e L 7. ;et tc

"" *a r o r i , t e, , 2"! , r, - -ut- " . -' -,-,0 -r 'e

Su::. ir,:e .t ff opposi tior had fai ed to de.el'on, the I

C sr-. :mrra ar,,d er kept the 5t h Z u i . ,,n r reser 've -.r, d ., ered te

. i:r; t c con t i n -je i .. a. r g C I .TI O '; r ;. t-

ob.. ec t iy.e w.as to advance as far as 'oss a t'... "
- " t.o

- . * . - .- ".-
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.rrom raSting9 peaks. The 1t S: . on I w at a riC e i ts :-- ' i t ,

attack in tne e r-x rno.n n th the n6.3d in, m. r r'; the

ma: r effort up Hi ghwjay 654 to c ap tu,- e lont ice ei Monte

A1tuzzc. !sihle the Ist Battalion kept pressure on the enemy on

the left flank, the 3d Batt al ion attempted to =-eize the t,o

ob. e c t i yes_. Company K pJshed toar,-- t-Ior t e - Comrpany to,.,.r.
,on te Fr ed d.A. along the l I gh,..ay be t,.een the t',,c ;o ur ta S ,- d

s:mpan: L towards Monte Al tuzzo. Germar res : tanc e .-t -:fened.

• arid ne then of the di''ision's at tackIrg re. n g me t. ;ot 4arther

th.an the enemys ' outpost positions.

,. Th7 e Corps commander ther.eupon c,n r de sa -r, . A

4cr a coordinated attack to go into effect at 0600 the next

mcrn g g. pec i cal I y th i s course of act i or, had the nth

Di .is; on or the left and the 91st in the center keeping pressure

on the enemy, the 85th Division, taking over the attack zone east

o' High a.y E' .6524, wou I d make the main effort to se:-e Monte

Al tuzzo and II IGiogo Pass. The weight of the '91st Di.is on,
ba.,

attck wa to fall against Mont ice I Ii along the west side of

Q Hgh-ay 6524. The II Corps commander ordered th e 91t '',<scr

to corr, t ir. ue pressure on the enemy through the d..y of th. 12h r.

t- '.'' , as tar as pcS s bl e before the ::5th Di .. s n c ,nc ed

et rrI r e ort The Ii corps :cmmnirr nder rei z e, t at tere

. .,.j d b e . ... rfJs or, .hen the e5th D i v . n j.. i t a s aed t., e; .: . -

the ';'I t Di,- isi on before the I a.tter a s ordered to h t c; ts

c .e el i e, ed hcweuer that u e r ter r p t r Ce S. ; 7 e

a. n st th- er, enmy i,,a= r, ece a a rY ur, ti 1 the :35- s : took 'er• 'a. _, , .- . . ,ar.tk,' '.' F

the m air, effort.

-2S-
4,4
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'P.
Ha: though both courses of action were feasib'e, the rer -.

an d c or"mman ,,or ..kas r, c.t d,- e o -k : u t .o n o -4 4ec

passage of 1 '.es, ,.hen the ,n i t to be passed thr,,- . t e'

engage d w . th the enemy, i s a ,- e ry d 1f i cuIi t oe r-at c. r. Enouglh

conusion existed without adding more unnecesSa.r .

Bat o ! i or, 36 3d I nfantry R eg; me n t, w h i c h was a t t ;, a...,, a s

d "'-gani zed, had not yet capt u r e d its obj e C ie, a.- the

c -t or Of the forward companies w as not Wr:,n, Trk,'e ..

D S i sor then was expected to mak:e a passage n:f .es wt

sh i f of boundar ie s for the 'P s D i u i s i on a c.rtue . e

C thou t I os; of momen tu.rn There arc three al tenrat es to 44P

t-e A.c tual execu ted course of ac ion. F rst , c mri t a 1 the-

i onS at a knon ]i ine or at the very begi nn r c,: the I -

Corps attack. Second, would be to give the I st Division

objectives short of the Gothic Line, in order to i nsur e that the>Y

'ould be on a known line ready for a passage of 1 ines. Finally,

th ii Corps commander could have delayed the at•,k one day.

. Eemy Ccurses of Action:

-B. Hold Goth: Line to the last man. .-

., Re rIf orce the Goth ; c ne k, ii th res.er.)e -or,:e .- 4t.h.. t e. C, S, ". r.

• i..4 t h:. ai , m t h. e .c t h i : L re n e

te 'r f .ir.st two courses o4 act ion are +eazi ble irL t 6.

,DIJ tse t )e n b ber . s .er e riot on the s i de of+ t e ' c e-a 1 C rrr,. .. a .

ter D4 time and time - "hat beat the l---r-rS .

I.o

', -
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IQ THE FIGH.

- . Disposition ox Forces:

Earl-:,n 13 September, the German force had estai lisre: ts mai n

ir.e of defense of the Gothic Line along the Arno Piver,, about

eight miles north of Florence. After c!-,asing the enemy through

•uce-- . 'je wi thorawal s, the Fifth U.S. Army was now po se d to

enter the critical phase of its planned offensive to react. the Po

h- The IT Corps was to be the main effort and had dr .ected

the '35th Division up on its right fiar:rL on the previous riht to

conduct the main attack in the II Corps zone. 3 V

EThe. 65th Di .,sion was dep oYed direc l', in fror:t :4 Morte
4

A! tuzzo. The 91st Division, in the center o4 the II Corps zone, i

.was a cing Monte Calvi, and the 34th Division, on the left, ,.as Pt

oppos te Monte Frassir;o. The 85th Division, assigned a narrow

S( zone east of Highway 6524, was deployed with the 33eth Infantry

Regiment on the left, the 339th Infan try Regiment or fhne -ig;,t,

•.d the 337th Infantry Regiment in reserue. The 33-"' .r;tr.

-i th a T ajor prt ior of the II Corps. object ie !r; -.Dre, :.as

* Oyed :. i th t,,o battal ions abreast, 2d BattY 4n l7 '

an,-I Mst tat t. ior, on th e right 4,-

.-- orr, Ar,, e f the 2d B.tt? I or,, .__.._.. e :

... .. ..-. :.:, ~ ~~~~~ iem . :. ,- ." ,. ,.' as brougcht_ u c.J- ,n tr. -:_
.

j .. e w ,

Z .S e .r t: a m .- emb I' are r t; c c ; r .

St .c t, u t r, o, c rn 12 2 ep teiT ber the , r ece i w d.,e, tor.' th B t t -,e " ,.;c, ..

"rou -4h the .-t '.s on 1r ne a . .. . .. crt -, e E.

,da. cr! 3 Sep tem b e r

T he Gerrman s mer e rnot wel 1I prepared -:or the I1 : :r : , :7.

I~
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IuGust, General4edmarschail A!ber.t Kesseri: ha . 0... d. .S

fh. :entr l sector norh.., of ,oence. The 4t r A:' -te

D;V in o. , on H! ghway 65 ,.ad been onarkedor the ;.e-t -.t -.6. t'

Pazer Grenadier and the 26th Panzer Div ;s.ons and orn the east by

the 356,th and 715th Gre'rad.er Divisi ors. By" 10 Seotember three

c.,- the f,.e divi sions had been moved to the Adr.: tic Coa.st. The

4th Par-achute and the 71 5th GrerIadi e- [ Is isi onIs were +I:.rd tz:

e.-tend theit r a! r.ead 1 or fron t. The 4th F'ar '.e s s -

a on e was responsible +or most of the II Cor; attack zone e The

di . sion as spread thin with no a._abIe r'e se r'- C As t- e e

t:4 f rec m e rIts w e re on n e the 1 C th r-,, .- tu P e:I ~ert- -

Mon te -rassirno area~ the 1 1th Parachute Reg~rrert4 t e -1cl

-.-. .- e., ard the 12th Parac nute Peg1mer t -n th a MonIte u tzzo

area. Addi t i onal problems aro.e from the fact that the

Douna .r, bet.ween the German Fourteenth and Tenth Armies, also the

t,,;undan-Y between 4th Parachute an d "15th Grenadi e- E: v .ior:.-"

t :A d .. ded command I ni the zore of the iI CorD at- tack

- - e, t movemen If. of the un ts i n .. ,,ed t e ea t o- .er.e

.. n i --h ted b a a.n e -I treme 1 k 11 1 i -.Ati thdr a'al + r'rn the 'rle b. "•-

. rCorDs i tnto the r asserb are a .ou t. :, E . . :. r .

-. . d e' c; - *::.' , er! .f thre ee - i ,e d S..' sI ri., recer, t

..-- ...- t -is

be 4,.re the att.ack. in the course of the tt.:- -r tr " '3 ,:.:

4I
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0-s sett-or c, the O-: , . '-, A., rCep-.nerete------ -.-

,* ,, z-t.h r., , the II Cor-p z one, j or. er .ee - e. ..

, .-& ed a; r-x :mi.te1 y• I- :orxcer,t o h S. c,:mn ted fr. t..

s tre r, ,  a n d a. r equ1 p- t io- rp o ,: t.nkz , P. 0 Of , _

destroyers, ard -hemical 'ur ta, tir'g h, n r- .-nSte

super i or tY of three-to-one ot'er the deer fQ Ser'rars.

I ad tor to rorral si ion .rti er each , the a.ttack 1 I

d: si,; e e dire': t support fr-om one Corps e il: r .

groi :. Support for the 85th i I s1 or; a l. so c -;de the three

:05.-mm how i tzer bat ta.! ,ons of the 8th Dv is on. For. ong-ras-e -

:ou nter. ba..tter. re - n part icu.arl-. or ther 1ork ,r4 7:,c1-,: c cut

Ssir.ori y. re inforce,. e ney- b un ke rs arid p ill boxes the 423d

led Artiller y Group ccnisting of twvo bat tal rr-ns ".'1I ass one

s section) of 249-mm howiters, three sections of 8-inch gurs, anc

( .o bat ta! ions of 155-mm guns, provided general suop,1r a c;g the

" e Corps front As soon as the engireers operned u, H -hw.ays

a rid .6521 the long-range arti 1 ler.y mved inrto cs,.; o a r- a ,u
Iree

S e u 1 ,e of a..' I i . or, . 1 Sep ternter, .d- i the bu I k o-; med unm

zrm,,e corps Ar-t i 1 1 cry,: t..s cc ncen tra ted closer n , 'eer

- str ;ps or- the r. ti ler , , obser.at, ior p ., a es aiso wer oc..tec

. th :;ie e Y. . -. e8 12 , te rr, b . r: - . : -

" " . :l - . a: r, ed. snto - rd ;ci t c, n n S t.. cn s.

* 4fl r : r j- p r2 -rtr l,,r , rl e .'as ,.e 1 u d r I y* :
-.. P. t e Urn : r.* -.-

-, -:4tr ,i : u th -- , --.- . - -''es ...... _ fl.e l :j , -- ar.,..e.e,-,- :

"!I s i on C.of the 4th Parachute ... ' ": .r's to ho t. '- t o r! o--

T.e mISs s!. o. of tnc Fifth U.. Arm. was to ,rech te Soth c: L r3e

4 * °p..
" 'U tl, • 

•

'U' :

-. %.*. "' "t . ''"L."4 J J_*-.'*..,'*. .% 'V *". " ' V ''e'*. W '','.' 2.. 'V ' , '
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iC":.: .une the C. P r: 11e'* T I rr" t c,"
4

t.he e:er ct ne t ; . .. e S;: 

c' b. e ,.' e: s .:r c r tr l of . h.a . .0+ tI a%- A- 5 a s

route arc on y road in the are., ant operinrrg the TI -;o,: a.s.

-e 9 .-. r'vs v I.IDr. A.)k.s to .secure ,or te Monrticeil c Po -re.e n4-

inter-diCtion . ong Highwcy:." 6524. A supportnc_.tt.__ - ....

.R an. i s.'*.sa ss n ;red t o t he 34th t-, a r ; m E. :cri r.

-, -; . to pas . t hrough the 91 sat C ' iv s i Lr,, ec ' - 'i'c' e

tu z z c; and se i ze Mon te 'er- - u ca ard H ,2 - : ;

-I -. - *-......tc ir ci *.,,; .,..--

851 D v. ttack-ir

. e m i s-s i or of the 32, h Irfantr... Regiment ,..as tc sec'-r s s

1: i as . ,-ca 1 the east . The 338th Ir,fart-y -. e, e t .; -s a S-

S toUlh the 3 63d in'ry Regiment, 91st Div i si o a,- secure

.:tte Aituzzo and Highway 6524 to the west. The 2d Ba tt- n

en, the mission to sei-ze High.ay 6524 betweer, Monte Mor; t c-C-

*: ,- o te T . 7 - at taI i on i...s to se z e secur c -J e

t e o t uzo . 2

B .p e , - v~ M,,.e -s:,''

zt :e00 hour-s or 12 Se-eptember 14, t.he S.,i ers c' t t e ==t-

e n 5 t. mert :nfr- iial ir star ted a t.e..e rrC,

- " ::... . rcn, urer- +u. ac 'k. -.. - a.

s -. " s" i o a .t .t" ic c r! e m -b .

,or s c-ar c; ?ed fo t h he th r t

-
, a. he at c tc s ecur.e the cr ti::-t . - :. F s. -

n a63r n' a r-. 1 ' t Ir ,antr s;.. or, as o .. -:

z zs u -t i I s topPe b ID. the e . , t tha e m, t e , .

%".-"-. \ 1

. * . . . . . . . . . - - . * -. . . . . . . . . . * • . S . , , . . . . . , . . . . . + . • - o + - m ' '

m - i...ii .............. ...... 11..... i...........



-as to p ass -h-r ouh an d :.r; t i,!, j e t a c rh oe A -t : +

_N -h) Cp p .. s in-adequate becae t =aed t e, . e c e r

instructions. There wer e no 1 i ne. of departur e r C : r' . t

. - n ,d most important, no . . -: as s. ace o r:-. sr e ; or.

p.-,___C of I ne's. . The p an a A- s frther. or:h e n se b a

,- .- -~'' ..rst d r; o ... P st v si on o e ardi ng p .a; e c.-f t-he
.4t - h-sco o - B .possca eC c

,4%

t ryy .' sr P--. r-1-.

' ',=-., . 5 T CO lUI_- i r I...L.=.5= pO,-SS ! " .. :_ ;_'." 
... " , - Ct* .? : . 7 r .. .,

he- "3't !r:,fantr.- attacked at 0600, 3. . . .. tember 14 . .th the

it t z4 - rI1 C I...o I on r:; h '4 ;

2-" f.ke" point -70 enrou te to Gi o,o Pass. The I t s ._!.a ta or ,
Dr the r i ,; h't , under. L t Col Jackson , tlas to ma.e th r. ma; , tack

.t secure Ion te A! tuzzo (Hi 11 92-6) . In resere ,-, was the 3d

.a- on under Maj. Lysle E. Kelley, wi th the mission to fol low

" the 1s t Battalion and, on order, pass through the 1st Eattal on

and continue the attack northeast to objectives . rto 1 es beyon

t he 11 G ioC,'- P a S

h men of the Ist Battal ion arr l.ed just beior-e midnight on the

_ !2t-. The> du, in quickly and tried to get some sleep before tthe

nmr i n, at ac . At 0430, C:Ompan.' , a-
.  Bat. ,r, I a

S e e..I I ,e4 C . rr a -at on bre akf-e ast a r. elared fr-- edte 060"

-- k." -'., ti d not knowr t re- rC :* dearur or efe

,trI the 3d n .S r, t , s t i s i c. n , t h r o u g h .h err, ,

.ett. In. a. n tInaty The p l Atoon .'Jas mc,..e ,t v e - f in g

---'.4

.-..- .'.' KNIZ



r more o+ a reconriai ssance than -n at tack .Format Cr. t o ,. ...,

the platoon came -jnder fire from enemy Posi o s o, '- 7H :

The act i on took appro. imatel y one hour v.!; tih the 2d Pl atoor; t r,,;

four .ournded.

During the action, artillery support A)AS nequsted and dered

because the location of Company L, 363d Ir,.antr- . -rKno.r.

The 2d Platoon resumed its advance an.d ; me: i ate Y,me under-

a-tta: : 120-mm mortars. The pl toon changed .ir-ec. Ic use a

mor e covered route. Commun i c at i on s t h he ,:cmp-any r eadaa .rters

1i,, as lost at this point. It was ipartia ," restCred At

c, t Mrue to move unti I approx mate 1 : 0 1 0 , h Jher! t e.-. -,au-.ed t c;

a. - K ration l unch.

f er I unch the Y continued the "attack" The. closed te vx t;,

* app.oximatel'. five hundred yards of Hill 926 when they came under

( irtense rifle and machine gun fire from three directions. At

1345, after moving the platoon back out of direct dar.ger , the

platoon leader requested artillery, support. Ths S+me, -S=ev.r

ho, J- and -ifty minutes into the battle, it was + i n al' -Yppro.'e,:.

ThrE arti I I e r f i red was not , for tl.e most pa r.t F e -- , .:o -qe

- r.zor t but r.ather in the enemy ''s rear- area. T t - . trs ue s

0, the clo s.e air supp:r t ,.ihich .rrIved at t e

A '=-:JF, p: t;,'g .. .Ateap ons which fired in c'C.e s O.t ;f n th . fartr.,

,ee the tar,k e nd tank destrr,,'er ,r tE. c.- -, , ,re: e

;j .:ln seve,r-a o4F the burkers bl ock ing the 2d P7.atozr _= . ane. .

, 230- the pl atcoon aga. r, moved out. A4ter- .._.: ng 4 £A* 4.-.

ori e hundred -:,. ar- d s, mor e bu r, k er s and mor }e e r-Mian k ,, er e

encountered. The p 1 atoon successf ul 1 .:- efeated the f .st cf 4
.4- >:-,.,
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these, but as night was rap;,i!Y appr,:,ach i ng and no ordJers had

bee- rc e ved, the three platoon I eade's. in the abs.erce cf the

:M p a. v. c Oiman der wv,,ho d i dr n, t show u p un t i 2. -" ec ed to -

w.ithd r.u sl1i ghtly and dig in for the night. When the companY

,cmmander i r,, 1,.-. arr i ved, he expressed di sappoi ntmern t ta..-.t the.I

.h.d not advanced farther. Yet, thro:2ghcut t ee hen

c, n rr unicat Ions were lack i ing, he never entured fwc:r., d to take

charge of the si tu..tior.

One p1 atoon jas commi tted to the caut:ous "attack:" that was the

I1 Corps main effort. By the erd of the day on 13 September-

4 the 1st Battal ion, . th :a i r t had su--. r.- e !t B.obut P.

tenty casualties, located some of th e enemy" posi t or.!, ard

;i; ed to take its objective. % '

The attacks of 14 September 1944 were planned to proceed as on

%I

- ( the 13th except that Company B was not to follow Comrari A. It

* was to attack up the western ridge in coordination with .r. ttack-

b,,,, Company A up the eastern r idge. The tw..o-P ron ;ed at ta .,. '.a.s c,

c: ,cK of' once Company B was abreast of Company, A, wi th the

. :oordi nat ion to take p l ace by radi o. There ,as to be no -

art11 cryl- preparation: however , rt i'I 1 cry was to: be on ca. f cm

.H-Hour m nus 10 mninute.-. Onc e again the art I!er.- ., .as t,:. a:e

.. r .? .- fi be h i rd e en e my d d , ru r e . rs r-r- re P t en t "-e-'CrM

a n dr r- s o c,..

er'mpar; was -t i l l du9 in just sh ort of H, ?E2 on the ea-er n

!j dgc * ur I ng the ear :I hours of the 14th, the :z mm, a . er

*ttem te.d to talk to bat tal on arid Company t. th ou t s.- :e-=,..

Ne, batteres for the radio failed to cure the problem. te aS

4%
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at.empte , but wmas knocked out by enery mort- and art!erv fre

almrrost as soon as it was Etrung,

Th1e company commander, Captain Robert ?-. King, decidec to k ck

of4 the attack as planned even without communications. At OC0,

i4 September., Company A moved out with two platoons atr-east up

te slope o lf l 782. As i t ,Aas very dark, oth p1 at,-c, ns w. ere

,n close column. Twice during earlyi movemTiert the Viato-nr s.at w-

E-71 enemy patrol s along the sky! ne abcu t t.jer, . .e >'ards

a',. Both times they k.i thdrew 51 igh t ', t to choose a new -ou te ,

-a;ng that theyx were anxious to avoid a firefight.

Sfe,.i yard cs far ther. up the hi11 the plato_-,ons ran :r to s ore

strung barbed wi re, As the:-y .ere passi rg through the wire, they 1 '

.- ere challenged by a German sentry. The p tZ,, -, S I t The gr.:u-d

ar,.- in the ensuing +iref4ight, the Germans replied with a' 1 types

ot small arms, hand grenades and mortars. Because o4 the intense s

e!-emy re , the steepness of the terrain, .h i ch I m i ted the

eturn fire, and the lack of communicat ions for the :a' o of

rti e r-: support, the platoons :.4i thdrewt to the star t -os t i -ns.

Company A rerni ned there throughout the rest o t-e day, st ' f

:*u t o-,c om u i cat i ors w i th bat tal ion.
3 eptember, Company" B mo,.,;ed out to p-"ep..-e 4:,r- fa!A:2,.

" -. .r- :"  Jn the 1,- we s ern , : rorte gi *u:- , n rc ,an +

-f" .-, ,. -.
-  
. r , C -. _.

.e C t.ai n Maur cc E. e b,::. ;.- rP e b d:. ... ; -

:m Company- A because he thou.: t o. . .h , a in s, I

r.; ss. Se uraI hour! later, he .n: the er. e comp v

',st =orewhere on the sout her' slopes of 1cr-te a :: , :,et -. i

af er midnight, the company commanoer ca i led cr tro -.,,e r :rs

.4. •.
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on '.he e.i of M nte o;;I tzzo The,- ulere 4ir et, but t;he IrOM;,a.-
4 :_l l ornly' r ta Itv hear their impact and could see nothirg.

I rsp te of the fa:ct that Coripan y ta c. : n imun , cat rs-"  ars a

!ompany B lost, th7e battal ion S-37e r-epor ted to reg nri. and

-egiment in turn reported to division, that the Ist Battalion

c.r-ro eCa Hill 926 vi ith Compan>' y or the 1e+t and Compan.)' B or

the right. Not on! y :did they not contr&ol Hi 1 926, ,ut Ccrpany A

onJ. cri the right and Company B ,-,,as lost someweJhere on t-e Ieft.

., .:. 9 h jht ,w ,as fast approach nq .her, the Comp ar y c , r. R e

4i.nally selected the correct r irdCe .nId s tar. te his men ; p it.

' e. s.-: Or: •n o.Jr tered b a r b' e ' e,,i air - a- , . t h e y i,.e:r a:,a si n,;

throu4h they were engaged with smal arms, machi e gUnS ar, hard

gren ades. During the short firefight G Germa n so dier .urre dec.

.e tcld the Americans that the ridge ahead was rned :,n the left

and right, but was clear in the center. This information proued

to be tue and saved the company considerable t;me moui rg up the

'dge .

The 2d P7 atocr, fol I owed by the 3r d P1 ..ktor * moved r:- _ the

ridge figh tirn pockets of scattered German re.istar ce ur t

r.e.B.che d a p i n t over i ook i r, Hi ghway 652 . At th at "t a o re

.9e ;ri tnk .,.,a.s spotted or. the h i ghv.ia.. ard r. e I ;r . .:e b: the

.. a... aar c; the compan, wi thout .. uccr-e.-. T ank ',. e,.

"s ,e - l ..atoor, reached i.n ope,. r. , . .. . c! " e. "e r

F h * t e German s counter at IA.c Ved *...1 t0 p: .. e' .. t

i:i ; ers The Germans . ,ere I..er ac_ i te .,.;! A. e e

gren adseS h 1:,1A)e:.)er corc. -., ,r, trpe r- . e s zo. -ak-u ed

Ittie damage The ombined fr.epo.,er cf the 2c 3.r -r Pto o ns

WN
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fnally repulsed the counterattack. Soth sides had sustahi ed

se V e! a I casual ties. As a resul t of the- r:te, rn e,

ammun,.iort was running low. More was reqjested trcm battal ion.

The platoon attempted to move forward again and was soon met with

the second German counterattack. This attack wjas: S .lso

iuccessfully defeated. The platoon was now sBo 1low on ammunition

t at those that were still alive were taking the ammun tIon from

the dead.

The third German counterattack came shortly after noon. This -was

a smaller attack which was soon repulsed. Morale in the f:,r,.ard

platoons was fading rap'dl y as a result of tre repeated

Sountera..tt.acks, lack of ammuni tion and rising number c 4cunde d

and dead. Approx imatel y ten walking wounded str ipped to the

waist, unarmed and carrying a white flag, were allo.ed by the

Germans to walk down the hill and out of the fight.

The fourth and strongest counterattack was then launched by the

Germans. The platoons started to withdraw without orders. About

fifteen men withdrew. Nobody knew how man>' remaine.: and were

captured. Another fifteen men were seen to thr-o,.. dotjn the r

weapons construct a white flag of toilet paper, and surrender.

Some ,. the c om P a n, s - better soldiers were angered by th s and

..:;.ate..: to. k i i I those that were surrender; rg. A ser geen t or, the

". s.cene wioul i rcit al loj ther to fire.

Abojt 1.50, the ar tillery fixed large -mounts o- 'or.tser-ve. .e

:i org the r i dge be tk.eern Company e and the peak of ",r.I ''- te

a .h r- t i me later, the :ompan., began to v i thdr an;, ei.,; r,,

ofe r w .ounded on the h ,l , by order of Capt ? eabodrY . S: ,r '

a. _ -V,
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a;ter I 00, the company had C saf e ,ji thdr awr, arid sent

:itter-bearers back to rescue the wounded.(

Th s was a heroic fight mostly Iead -,' the O s. The off ce.s.

above platoon level failed to become involved in the fighting

even when communications had broken down to the point vh-er-e the

leadership was needed forward.

On a personal note, one participant in this phase cf the oattii

WAs interviewed by telephone in prepar ation of ths a ial.ys s.

Sgt. James E. Stokesbur-y, .ho was a recon INO in tne SO8t s

Anti tank Company, was i nviv o' ed ir a portion o+ the action or-

o ee ,odY Pidge. He says We were tol.d that 2d S atta Oc, sr S

Company w...,as having a rough time taking Altuzzo. I was to!d to: go

.p the ridge and see if it would be possible to get some 5? mm

gums up to them. Upon arriving at Company B's position, I .

. ( immediately got pinned down as they were taking heavy fire. I

was able to return to regimental headquarters and repor ted that .

it was not feasible to move 57 mm s w.:ith prime movers up that

ter. r. The b i g question at the heacquar, ters wa ,.e " here is

iCompany B?" The last anyone had heard they were on the crest an"

needed ammo, food and reinforcements. But no or knew for -sure

',her-e they were Since I had j.ust been there as-.-* : e c

ie .d a' detai 1 back up. I returned up the h: -a". fl about t- "

p. a toors of i r4.n.rr w th ood and .mrur4 I cr,. - hern ; , g :ere,

things wer.e fai rl.Y quiet. taf- Sere.n .  Gec're :, th. G

seemed to be in cnarge. He sad t..t i had dc:re my .b and ciJ! -

,go ba:k down and get some rest . ,.. that time I ,--as e ,hau.ste Ar.-i :d

de: i ded to sta y and get some sle erp right there. Tis s a &, a br

:- ,..4.-
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mistake, because the Germans soon counterattacked. " rTa .,

or three attacks, the last one being the worst. > -ne don tc

hard to hand fighting. I lost Z, 7out. ;u ,I o teet n re

encounter jith a German after I ran out of ammo. At one stage in

the fighting I was accompanying Sergeant Keathle>', ..,h, ;....as ;o" g

* rOrm position to position, directi ng and encsuragi ng the Me:.. .e

Were als, pol icing up weap ons a rd armur ions . Kei.t-ti :-' - e.., e - -

" -ed arid 1ater got the Medal of Honor."

C. ajor Phases of the Battle:

The next (fourths assault against Monte A!tuzzo or 15 September

I, wa. to bring the farthest advance yet on the al ri e. TI-e

a* attack was led by two platoons abreast: the 2d c>atoon of Co-_,mpan.-

* , e, by 2nd Lieutenant Harry R. Gresham, and *he 1st 'latoon of

Company C, led by 1st Lieutenant William S. Corey. After the ist

-attal ion commander gave the warning order for the attack, the

Company A commander, Captain King, understood his mis=s-ic:r, to be

he aggressive capture of Hill 926, while st Lieutenant Peddinq

-. *o,,der, commander of Company C, felt his mi ssion was merely a

developing movement and did not bel i eve hi s men were be ng :? I.ed

;J ;,r f.or an all-out effort to secure the objective. e ;, t t co n

e deas ,ere to re* Iec t the respect ;.e :pi n --s c the

0 ,2,2.~rriffi an cle r s_-...-

n +fa n try asssul w s p r c de d by. an • ,-:: te i ' a-t . -tr

preparation designed to soften the entire mounta;n pc,; t;or . ",e

res ere (3d Battal ion, 3.th .n...ntryj movet:. ,_4

vhi ch i t ,wa.s to fol lIow Companies A and C .I o se',;, .n.R,. S. t o, g ,

ti-em a-ter. capture of Hi ll 926 (Mao I)

.. -41-.:
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Lieutenart Gresham mov e hi s rren drr at 080 from tn e

po- ion or the southwest f ; nger :: Hi l 732, under- couc,7 - -o!f the

prel :min.ary artI 1 !er y barrage v,.hwhich began at the same t ime.

Supported by this artille-y f re, the eac:r g men o4 Cc, m::, es

and C 'cached the peak of Hill 782 without dt fcut, and the

two platoon leaders (Gresham and Core:v joined aor~e .t that

:oir, t. Secause the ridge 1 ine was too narro:.j for tU..o platoons to

move abreast, the tiwxo lieutenants de.:idec, that 2d Platoon o4

: ompany A would lead the way, single fi e, fol ' w e d b. :st

Platoon of Company C..- .

;4 smok e scr een was establ i shed by 09?30 from the support g ifre

I" ,of the 329th Field Artillery Battalion whi:h severely 1 mted

3German observation. After moving under this smoke scr-een about

seventy-five yards beyond Hill 782 to the next rise on the -idge T

S -line (Knob 1), the 2d Platoon, Company A .,as hit by enemy fire

tor the first time. After neutralizing this German machine gun

n st, Lieutenant Gresham passed another squad for-ward toward the

bo ur1d, a rock formation on the next rise on the ridge ine fKno4b

2). Enemy resistance increased as the assaultin, elerenr;t s had

f i nal l y h i t the east anchor of the Gerar, mai ri e c: +

e s; stance, w,.hich extended northwest around the u"end of the

b owI to the peak of the western r; dge. Er e r -' n t- r- e arC

.flankig fire from the we. t r.idge prompted L; e tenant % r.:.amo

, S - a far.nking movement for Lieutenant Cor.ey' ..'..oon, to

, , :h the I .t ter agreed. Duri r,g the the suseqi-e t 4: -t a

'Vf .s.-, fr a ssaul ts (w hich wjer.e char,: t er :ed b: :' c e c:r7.- t ,, .

smal l arms and grenade ec.cnarges) , the Ger.mar,s nour, ted a

-- 42
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count erat tack that was successf - ,  sed

Dur I g this Phase of the attaco-, the :st P! ator, ,4 Cc.rr::.:

'he southwest slope of Knob 2) was hit by she!'fir e. red fror.

e ; t.=r ar ti r r-y or a direct-fire weapon such as a tank or tank

destroyer, the shel 11 ed six men ncl udi nr the squad leader

o, the 2d Squad, and wounded two others. Whateven the weapon,

ever --/body agreed that it was American, not German. A tr ough on!.

. s; n Ql e round -ad struck e u e te r, ar, t Cor e y -. s p s. tc,,n e-

r e..itr, t rg confusi on and the bel ief that Jt !.as 4r rd Z:re had

a ,demoral izing effect upon those who survived. This .era z

ef ,+ect was evidenced by the hasty, i I ' -c- rd .6.L.f z
-

k L -:-m :.l-Ja

embarrass i ng ji thdr awa of the Ist PI atoon , :.,h,; c- abando:ed s

pos ;tion and fell back to the saddle between Knob 1 and Knob 2,

thirty-five yards to the rear, of Compar, A's 2& Platoon (Some4{
elements of Company C's 1st Platoon had in fact withdrawn as far

back as the southwestern slope of Hill 782). 4

Th1s urexpected development le t Lieutenant Grestam's o Iatoor

scrr! e .;hat ol sated and vulnerable to a German counterat tack, :,.hich

,..as attempted on the platoon's let rear fIank fromr, the western

slope :+ Knob 2 which had just been abandoned by Corey-s : atc-cn.

* After some close combat wi th this corter.ttB:k 4 :-e the 2d

P. toon ,=rove the Germans back up the dr. ,e.
o .9. .-'-

Th e sippor ting platoons of Company- A and rri, s ,, - C 7e-,.,a re, e a I-C!

ro, the t , occupyi rg concealed :,os i tiors behn, the peak o*

H : 7S2 (see t-!.ap 14). The nArrov:, exposed r:', te .: .- ver,:ed

'" e. st of the ma r i i dge I ine and the sneer, droo-off or- t a--' .2ter"

sooe 'eft no room, for the deployment of more men. T-re C. ould

-43 2
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not prov ide support! nc f re ii thou t tak i n. t -ance_ o h.4 tt

the assaul t tr'oops.

T o .erallx add insult to l.. Jury, a cr.:. Passed .p to _ieute.arnt

Corey- and hs platooon (wh ich h ad already abandoned its forw,.ar.d

pos-. t ons);' to withdraw. Mak ;ng rio e+or-t to er-eck. the message,

L;euter ant Core y assumed it was authentic and prompt!x corpl ;ed1

much to the subsequen t chagr i n of Si company c ormande r, .

L eutent n Souder. Thi s of course le + t Lieutenant se' ;

P Iatoon i n a comp1 ete1 y vulnerable pos o.: n Kr nob 2, ard e rad a

,:c cho ce but to t thdrav hi s .latoon as ,,.e. 11 , which v;as done ia

-a *. el I -or'g.an i zed and order ly fash: on. These act; :r, s ,er.e f..

su bse u e r r t ' rat i f i ed by both comDan, orri m-ar, de,.. .s as ,le a s L .

Cc !.Jack son.

This Dhase of the battle for Monte Altuzzo was more than just

another entry on a growing 1 i st of tact i ca faI ur.es, because the

cumulative e4fect of these apparently ineffectual efforts a

star t r, t o take i ts tol I . Al though the s'uppor t ;r;g atta.ckrs on

,oth #f.ar ., s o+ tof s rr ar, e f+or.t wer. e e qual lx d .sa o r. .. , te

er, e:,. stuatI on ,.as gradual IY reaching the break. ng pc t, C-am..

--.sual te S PAere steadily moun ting and t is r. es -rce ecd r,;

- U ....por .rt ; I l e ry, m or t ar a n d t n k de .,r.er r.e c

c M... claim primar.. cred; t fc.r thi . . .te

e 1 .- -p m I trrber .  ee enemy : oE E

S t .e s .erves to the Mon te Al tuzz .ec: or

r, h a s e t - t e battle mould re, t i ; ei: je .. ... the rL

. #: t r ,b. ec t iv e a ri d p e trt or , th S : - . . -o

the e)er - 15-1. Sep tember the I.t a rd n Sat.ta ,or-. ,:. s

I.%
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tInrntr, a'ere hard-pnessed to repulse five enemy co-rterttacKs.

7he a..ssistant 85, th Division c-ommander, Brigadier. General Lee .

Ge-ow, decided that the 1st Ba tt-l ion, 33oth IrIf.; tr- .. o

continue the main effort to seize Hill 92.6, .r the 3r.d .t l ion

would pass through the Ist before dav.n on 17 September. ar se ize

K. ro 3 n orth of Monte Altuzzo"- crest. The 2d E:att.a i,:in, 3SSth

Irt. rtry, .i"as to Attack up highway 6524 to protect the I -t f I r! k

,o the main effort.

er ; preparation for this phase of the battle consisted oF

efec t i ve counterbattery f+ re e.. and .co at or! o4 1h e erier.. " - c. ' "s

Or the object i,,e from r.e i nforcere n t ar, d resupply. Ci ose a, r

.ppr-t and air interdiction m i-.sions -a''"o contr, ibu te. t D he

effort. Company C, 1st eat tal ion, commanded b> eLi e;jtenan t

Souder, was designated by Lt Col Jackson to make the prin cipal

effort, followed by Captain King's Company A. Neither unit had

.-imere than two-thirds of its normal strength.
:'m _nx C's r,d Platoon. led by 2nd Lieutenant A'bert J. K. r. .m., .%-r,

. ormrer platoon sergeant and combat veteran, 'Aas to -pe.rread

*he attack. I t began on the morning of 16 September b pus.h',ng

:p t '-e southwestern slope of Hill 782 and rel ie.,Un, a su . .d cl;

. ,. ---. Platoon at ts outpost po.i tiors. Eef re te -c- t -i7..2r C

,- be the attack from these :utpo.st t . 
.me . ,

S bu .i.rr, ped c ff a fe. m i ten u .ter at 1 I a t e "t

ir.e ;,,-t th.at resulted i, the cat,-tur-e of Hi' . 82, t',o -x

-- Jer. ,,.ere ki I led, six c-apturre-, and or Amer! , -r, .. :d er. .a.=.s

nourd ed The he/t rise on the r ldgel ire to be secu~re, ..:a- "

Ze-.e ap 2 . Th;- i .as esser, tial ly uneventful excec t 4 ior the

[, .'
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N'arass ng fire from American suppocrtin g :e,.)esoons - arti e'y,

tanKs, or tank destro.yers - .h ch fe ' 1 so c" , o - e to the .,.:anc' r:g

3, P1 atoon that Lieutenant Krasman hed up for more than n hour

to avoia a repetition of the previous day-.s deba:'e. 8::.' this

.e darkness prevented the enemy from see i ng the advanc rg men

and from placing fire on them. Accordingly., the 1e.ad;rg men o;

Compan:Y C advanced to the main German :'ositions on Knob 2 without

berg discovered. Three soldi ers, Pr,ate . . .First Cla;;.ss Carl1

Sc ,.,antk .e, Private Al fred D. Li ghtner, and Staff Sergeant yalter

M. Strosnider, seized three positions on Knob 2, captured eleven

G erman , i led seer-al morer, and had driven the rest from the

MLP. It was now 0300, 17 September, and the ne:.:.t r.ise on the

ridge line was the crest of Hill 926.

The strongest resistance to the 3d Platoon's advance to the crest

of Monte Altuzzo was the heavy underbrush, which made progress

dificult and slow. After reaching the top of the peak, word

came up to the leading men to withdraw and dig in or; the southern

slope of the hill. Although the source of this directive w.as

.. uncertrn, i t was subsequer;tly ratified by Lt Col Jackson, who

!..:ted the southern end of Hill 926 hel.d until the :3c Bett. ion

.,:.assed through.

-1h 1 e Compan.Y C, re i nfor-ced by two s.quads 7.cr Compa A had

beer; ad',anc i ng to occupy the crest o+ Monte A! tuzz::- i

1st Platoon of Comp any A had mowued ror-, H i 1 7 '2 to te

,l:ur ta i n s wiestern r i dqe . The p o ad%; :r:e.;o p e ot- e e-.n

-- dge to with ir; fifty ya.r ds of its. peak and duQ n to ., t m. '

dawnr before proceeding further.

~..
Ib " . . . . .
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ecan,. e, t 3d Bat tal ,on. 338th Infantr. w+h ant , , , .-as. to pass

trrough the I at Battal ion before dawn, ,..as not n a P osit on to

do s. , fact, it had w aited at Hill 722 untKi noto e o the

1st Battal ion's success before it began its advance up the slopes

of Monte Altuzzo at 0315. By day! i ght on the 17th o4 S--pt ember,

the 3d Battalion was strung out on the mae.n. -,-asterr " r. de-,e

sub.ect to enemy fire from bypassed German elements.

Al though the German defenders of Monte Al tuzzo -were t,d t c:. d

the i r ps.t i ons a t all costs, the s tt i on w.s get tng more

ropeless for them by the hour. Inexper ienced, i11 tra ,ed, and

demoral ized replacements n ,xwoe-ul I :. .ma1 " r rmbersa v.)e--e ;41 1 that

cou d be spared for the I G oo R..0.ass area. Heakvy Arner-i can

ari l ler-: fIre, supported by Al ied1 . air a t tacks t,-a. s cc rtinu in;

to build a cumulative casualty toll that weakened and demoral zed

( w.hat was already a defeated opponent.

The final phase of the battle of Monte Altuzzo consisted of -U

several German counterattacks and the subsequent mop-up

oper-ations after the seizure of Hill '926. One of the reasons the

is t Battalion's final approach to the crest of Hill '26 s eemed s o

runeventful was the fact that, under the cloak of darkness, s- -Iad

azh'ie.'e complete surprie. T, o ziQ'zag trenche. r nked th et E  4

ari r I;h t1 a-ides of the :7rest sknd w.4ere corr:c tedto nev :u7

" -,''. d th. peak. After br.e fire h i.;t re e r. ; ,c: h

.; rkes, a t o t . of t.e n t x- f Gj r e Ci rman s sur. e n de r. e *- ! e n

-. nterrog a t e d they advi sed of an ipe n dn ::u -ter.; t tecw *: .

[e r.. : e.aders' -eso . 'e tc ho! d Monte " tuz:c at a. ::. t-. The

Ist Sat ta.! or then prepared to meet the expec ted eriemy assa . t

at... -47---;

C.€ ....Sw .'. C'-., 'U *o% XA k 'k %V :



The p r c e e n em. ,_ counterattack S trt : sooe.; _, .. -- ter- he st

SEatalon -a d :onisol dated i ts S.0Si on (See 7ap3. SuD p 0 r.t

b "- 50--,m Ton tar rs a nd 1 ,r. r-,ge ma ch e rie gun a r & .tc~or; or.

in ore o 4 German s adt. anced to w; thin thir ty yarids --F Compary C'= b

psto.n be'c- re be i rg drr en oft. . Second co.n.er-attack' Cf

• m an r strer, gth a s noun ted oor, .a ter,. ards :,,I ti the SanIe

r e su t.

eaRnwh i I e on the western ridge, trie 1st PI ator ct ,rmpa .,, A wasH

d;q;ec ted b. Cappta in King to occupy the peak. After a. rr, nor

-. r-m ; sh required to put an enemy machine gun out of action, the
"." -

I
*.. -- •

;estern peak of Monte Al tuzvo was taken. The 1t. maF,,.at oor ,.kas now

t hold its objecti ve and ire upon the enemy who were st i 1

i.be h i nc! the 1st Battal ion ar ou nd the u p pe r. -E_ ,pe _ 2 ; -D+ t he b c,,' o

,e t.-e en the two r i dge.s. Fifteen to twenty Germans were picked

off during the day attempting to withdraw on an escape route

(ath), leading north towards Giogo Pass (see Map '3).

4."

C Cor, p.any K of the 3d Battal ion eventual i /r eacr e the 1st

at ta ion's p osi tion on the crest of Hi 1 1 ?26 and launched ar,

.- "t t., ar d Knob 0 but, fe of s r.4. .es stn

e pro,,spec t of two p1 atoons be i u :',t off i t w rd e... . ' e

:e rAn t n rmoun ted their. th d c:-n t e-zkt a.ck1-i . C k f l c . e .r- :

, - -tronQe-t ef'or t yet toc. recap tur.e H 1 I . f7 ter,-e

gn t n T , ose , . , :--, b. S t -U.- , t " .j ,ir r , , .- .-

u e b R a c cm b i n t on of .r, e ry ; t r t .rd sma! I 'I

-. . t Ia.1 or, rc.,, took the f ,_h t to t he r-c.u te d er.e;,. S, 2r ed

tree last r ena ni r c,. ar.t of M,nte -1 tuzzo, a.ri,_ con t r;ue; c ts

O-4F-



ad.iance t o the tow n of B..kr,::-,, rcr t -; o tne c4 o - Pa . o .

Al tuzzo k.mas fi nal I aptured and the Got- re ;r-ce,: the

mor r, -, of 18 September-. Ibject i v.e. on both , ank.= ha. , berr:

se ized by, the 337th and 339th Infantry Reg;men ts, arid the

strong! ' fortified Fu a. Pass .,jas comp ee, ou tf .arke. Th O

a 11 e- w'as. now wi thin the All i .es' grasp.

C,. Key. Events.

st S di+Fcul t to ider!tif+y those turr; p,:rt. ir - :atte

for Monte Altuzzo. The very nature o4 the bat a self mL::e .-

, , 't t0 recoQr ze the sp eciic Iey te r-ring p o. : ..

e ttt e  itself . one ,,vhere sma 2 - .', ana ..

t rr;e.s:. nd; i duas 1 f ought for- a Y ar d o4 ter ra i r* ard itt t ires

because of frequent ,wi thdr awal s, w ere forced to fight 4-r the

/ same .ard two and even three times. It is difficult to deter-mine

ht was most important in the battle for Monte Altuzzs. -s ;t

te :our age ous in divi.dual fighting of the soldiers of tthle Sth

i o r, or -,A.as i t the i nadequ..-,: i es o , te Gerr.,ar de er, es th-.St

e r 1::, led to the break thorough of the Gothic - e o cr,

Al 'uzzo b. the 338th Infantry? W4hatever the r-ea r, the

: '.'-i di scu si cn includes events that irh bi t ed ?e s -a

ti te 3Th In4'ant-~ n acrhiev irng v c:tco'r- i r lrte I*cr e!

qJ:~.:. t, ar t t tual d id ."

* -C.
S.eptember. 1 '2 h 14,a s the date w .hen thie r_ s.e tb .... k ,o, e; "

r .n t r.. c t. A I t , 5t h :Is ccu r. S d . " . .e ; r L.

th. at t ck ,. as for the 91st Di --- t , t.--- . :r. t

attack on 12 September. Ir fact, w,,.h ile the .4th Di on .... :- c.

%," .
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be fightr:g on the left, 'he 91st Divis:on was to attack t :e

center to keep pressure throughout the t.attI e or, the enerx. In

turn, the 85th Division was to take c.;er the attacv :zrce "he E

Division was east of Highway 6524 and, e.entua! >-, trie 85t',

Division was to take ouer and seize Monte Altuzz,: and the I!

oQo Pass. Unfortunately, because of the confuse = cor.ept oF

-perat Ion, and the inability of the ? st D i v s or rn ts to .- ad

the map or understand the terrrain, the battle j*.as -ot .uc-essfu

on 12 Sepetember. Specifical!::.., the 363d An'ian tr. .?-. t e ? .st

Diuision, was supposed to attack and se ze Monte Atuzzo and

ragtu re Monticell i. 1,Ji th respect to the 85th Di.i i on arL

eventually the 338th and Monte Altuzzo, t ,...as to be Company L o4

the. 3,63d Infantry Battal ion that was supposed to 'ea.d,- the-, .  atta...cX ,W-1.

ahead of the 85th Division in zone. In essence, Company L was to

attack Monte Altuzzo along Highway 6524 and eventual'y the 33'8th

iM4antr.y of the 85th Division was to take over the attack from

Ccmpany L. It was the 338th Infantry that was supposed to take

over. the attack at 0630 to continue the advance a'org the !ne

establ i shed by the lst Div ision. The key aspect of this

c. .:uI a-t batt le on 12 Septmeber was that the or,:ep t of

t;er t,-r v.as so confused. Company L, 36-3d Ir,fartry, became lost

ar tu.. ?y never was able to. adequate 1 p os on ts ,

o ri S.e-uer t -  .atrt 1 er-y fire coul d not be cad : ,, t 7e -' -

S . an., k i d of fire support that would have prepar-ed the 3'8th

,an..; or. e entu . I attack and ta. ing o, or the a t ' e +r.om

Comr any L kmI.a tI.var- ted. Throughout the day, c. I2 September andi

ever, into 13 September terrible communicat iors and i-accurate or-

% ? *,~~* ~ J . ~ .



confu.se d re:,ort i rig r.egard n Compan. / cf the 'S- c! nan rv made

v irtua lly impossible for the 338th to cor.triue the a.ttack a

1 ;knne d ir the ori ginal corcept of operatior. ihat re.s ul te frocm

thi. S confusi on was that the 91-2.t D% i si or, s t tac . on 12

eptember and the ,5th's follow-up attack or, that s-amne date as

act.ually stalled. In fact, the ?Is t D ivisior, anrd_ th 5t- 4
,in actual ly commi tted a total of six bat tal ions a'ns tn- e ne

same terrain; features ut w ,lere -. i r .tr abl e to rikRk*'e s -._ z S. n --

heakdw..a. -. i ndi cated above, the attack stalled andr a :.rt a'

hi thdratval wa. necessary. The 85th Di v i si or s attempt to take

t-ie attack east of Hi ghway 6524 '.A'as unsuccessfu' becaus

..-:st, Dvisi on"s units were I n i ts sector and "he r actu l caton

1w1a4.Js undetermined. Art i I ler-y support coul d not be used and nt-r,

o.-,ensive actoris were inhibited because units o' the st

( Division could not be located. Specifically, the reasons that

. the 338th Infantry could not assume the mi $.-i on zr-om the .591-s.t

r . was that Company L, 363d Inar./ could rot be 'oated,

..nd it contirued to give confusirg anrd i -accuate r4,,t of t.e

_0. e or, the 12th and 13th of September. The f;ra.. c t-,tcomre .4

t iS b attle was that the II Corps tia "l a-_.ttack aanst the

'ct'. :. &r was A fa il1ure .

t s t!. ,h cause of the fai lure? Th e concept D, c:e .,r.- ,as

S r.- , :.k n t oest . Iflv i ousi y there w-e r e spec ic te r

eat ur, e. .-'ec i f i c aspects of the m, ss:o n t a,.t wer .r. :'er

rtna., tel.:, no d ef ini t ve bcuntdar. i e.s r c e,: t. . ea r- e s e e

it t wo lu 1 d stop confusion durin: the bat e, . ,:s. it r,

commur 'cat ors, poor report i rig, and an nab i ty to :2ratel

I-°-
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determine un it locations dur ing the batt' e spe' d :e-r

4ai Iu-e for the entire mission. Th moB.t impr ta--t th n; ;r, th -s

battl .1e w..,.a s that command and contr-ol actual ..1 : lmp .  a c ,k. d tre

operation and eventually caused it to fai1 IFr fact ;f the-e is

ore trend in the entire battle for Monte A] tizzo, and t. e

breakthrough of the Gothic Line, it vias that commard er- 7

func tion i fror;t -ji th t he ur i ts and w.ere una b e to see the

e-. el which is an essential element for ru' offens;ve

o p e r a t 1o n

The react icn of the enemy to the fir st ever t , o:; ' -e; temt-'er

WaR.s obviously one of uncertainty as to the 'ocat-n .e maon

eOrer. c re ctAbl I, the enemy opposed the at*ac'., but was

realy not in a posture to launch a counterattack. The. ;.,,ere

-s til1l at t h is time uncertain that the main e*fort v,.as_ Mo~nte

Altuzzo. In fact it is doubtful that they understood the

confusion that they were facing between the 91st Division and the

S' Ih D i i cr.<

W . th respect to the cornmanderL S r e 7ac cn t t h s key event, it

Was clear that command and control was i neffect .e et he-t. In

fact.  al other act ions regard i r,,c_ the i n t'... ere pos t ve . The
S.e.tr9egth of the 338th I near try P.).as h gh; th,? mcr-. e er, d

d.rf de t a. a s t rc' o !9 a t h ee was a- :e t Ekr n-d

\ determination to be successfu! n the m . .SSr .: S Ctr.:

th, irab-,i it to find the battlefield and the ra;b ot to

proper.l communicate made it almost impos sible f The -- ,x,.r, -

to Tocd; fv act i ons on the bat tlefiell. The commander was not '- 16

fron t and ths .. - ;,o-_ commanders could not effectively commun icate

isrS .-" . ..., .-:**%*****.,%
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with their leaders, which spelled doom for the attack c:nce,t.

As one studies the battle, it is clear that dot-n at t -e unit

level the Fai lure to communicate betuert elements rD ted any

support that could have been givern to either tre 'lst or. '.5th

Infantry Divisions. Time and again reports wer-e sent back

'egarding Company L's location that wiere i naccur ate, trus t-re

-upFOrt could not be provided. In addi tion, because of the

,onfusi on between the 91st and 85th 1 rifar-. tr ' ora, the first

Battal on of the 338th was not able to commit as many unit as

rt e- would have liked because they felt it 'ould endanger units

of the 363d Infantry, specific ally Company L. Ut Col ack'son, of

the 1st. Battalion, 338th Infantry was forced tos -low down,. and

eventually withdraw his units on the battlefield because he had

ar, impossib'e mission. His battal ion was ta.s.ed wi,0 th ,ov ing

- through a. un i t 'h i ch they had not l ocated and whose success

against Monte Altuzzo was unknown.

Resources were ..,asted and men's lives r i sked ,e,:.j-se o4 the

irabi 1 i ty of the commanders to properly plan the operation.

Platoon leaders had to proceed wth caution because the:y had no

de a twjhat units were on the battlefield - who 'as on their. left-

.o w.-..a. s or, the i r r i ght. In ac t, t h r o, gh .:, u t .h C on 13 a I S

Sep tember, the 1st Battal on of the 32:33?th I ;- o o.

S :o,,mr t one company to advance towards Monte- e tu zo - e -.o . t h e

d no i-dea vJr, ere Company L, 363da I fantry-a th ro-.ec

te attack . st best, commander s at a!l I s..e s ccu't on' > coast

of onre thing - that they, had found the enemy- 7 Th e c s:mmarde rs %%

not anticipate the complications and crio usior, that tr.ans.re. o,

f - -"
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t 12th and 13th of September and had no backjp p7,;ar to ccn tro5

the s; tuation.

The second turning point in the battle for Monte Altuzzo occurred

after the confusion of the 12th and 13th .,a.s rectified. A new

pl1an was undertaken. The 91st Division was to attack to the west

of Highway 3524 whhile the 85th Division was to att.ck on the

r -4h t flank of the same highway. Tw.. o regiments cf the 85th

.i .ision were to attack abreast w i th the 332.t h Infantry to m .na e

mai; effort against Monte Al t-zzo. The 3d Regment r-i the

S5tf h D. i v i s i on was to remain in reserve. Bas cal i.r the -'an ,as

Si Mp , . I t cal led for one battal ion of the r.,irmern t to conduct

the main attack against Monte Altuzzo. Thihs t;Jr-nne - , .:ut to be the

1st Battal ion under Lt Col Jackson. Co rpan,' A of tre 1st

Battal ion was to attack on the western part of the Monte tuzzo

R idge. while Company B attacked to the east. Both of the

companies were supposed to link up and conduct a coordinated

attack against the main Monte A] tuzzo Ridge, thus taking 1--e 4 ,te

object ive. The l i nk-up between the ti/Jo companles r.,e V e

a. r, s-.pired. I n actual ity , the two companes kicked of their Eq
attack but Company B got disoriented and inste.ad of attackir.g anc-

ri Kr,; up wi th Company A on i ts left, Company 4 actual 1 . ef

,ut to be on its right. This spelled certa in tr o u e - - a:.,'

n . n that ts , lanrk .,a o po e d and i t l ost a tre e dou .s a our. t-

-force . In f a c t, Com p a ny B moved ou .- wi t t , a

:ri duIAC t ed a proper. reccninaissance of the terra nr even hc.;

Shad been warted of the Pr. oblems 0 the :reo:s I.

ard ;jnderstand i ng the terrain r The c :mpans m issi::n of -c-.r at, AI-

.4
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-ILI,

. ear- It was to guard the right f! ank of :compar> 

,mar v B , a-iter supposed! V ma: rk g cr tact k,. th Comn ar , Al a s to

adu .ne up the eastern si oQe of the Mon te Al tuzz:; d. e . r. - -

H: 1. 26 was occupied. Because of terr- ib e commun icat :ns. e.rc

the fact that Company BS kicked off ts at ta-k' r, tr: e rog

•e C tcr. and became disoriented on the ter-ra i r: e wh, c : e

ccr'cep t of the operat i on fe 1 1 through. W.,,hat tr,a-r.s p red Zr; tha

:.F w..as that Company B instead of attack in p thfe as-ern -.:1:.re

of " the Mcnte Al tuzzo Ridge toJards Hi " 1 782, , ac tual I ttacked to

the west of the r i dge a nd w a s sub.Jected to four sepa- e e

cotun ter.a.t tacks by the Gerrman s This dek.. as t at e -e C e r e -r

conpany, thwarted the attack by the Ist .. tta' ior:. ard for the

th ;rd consecutive day pre'.ented the 338t; 1rfar; tr.> +r-m -a-! ev -rg

the objective of Monte Altuzzo.

-The entire battle was called the Battle for Peabody Ridge named

4or Captai r; Peabody of Company B. The unit foucht hard for' the

" little gains, that the> made. Most of the un t As K:.ed

.ounded or captured. Although Company B, 338th In;a.n try d; d ma k

g r i c a r t ,e ad., a y dur i ng the f i rt day, i t was subject to

c s der-bl e ,ourteratt acks b v the en;em- an nd e -)Pen t ue! h a. - t o

thdr., gi ving up most of the terr.aln a :ned durr, n: t,.e course

Z the d at,. It did deue.lop the situAti on f- ... ..

-. rr dae er, -- a i -e . e Ire 0+ T e Ir emy : t te, e e.
4q . . ;.4,

tr urdo . Instead of the coord ,..-ed ttack tha Lt :.'

rxc ron h.Ad an t c i pated, tw.o se:. r A. e and d i s t r, c t at ac:' s o

'di+er-ent pa-r t s of t h e mour cc' re • - •-. e Sr e n ,,

S's fla nk. was. cort i nou y exposed to couter.a tt , .: V by e e

-55-.
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any Of 170 men suffered some 96 ceasualt 's .24 '. ,

53 ,o , ded and i'' captured or- miss ng ;r, act on ',

The Sattie of Peabody Ridge w.,as an event .h ,ih t-.rre out 1 e

failure in capturing Monte Altuzzo. In fact, because the ?:-'t,-h

ad the main effort i the 85th D v ;scin sat tack, t mar.Ved the

thit - consecutiie day that the II Corps had 4 e . e, to ec . a.c h the

cm s andeesie Ime -Te GOtc ire. & r~ ,::

resul t . al though the 1st B ttan.' :- .s, , : p

e - ert... - . pos i f or, at I east one com pa n r. "a r, o-4 +. n

became combat ineffective. The causes again incl-de.f ;re,ade-zuate

ofI. . .. n-ex !stent commun i cat ions, terrible comrmand and cor, t- , the

inabil ity of units to read the terrai n proper'::., t.e ina=,< v 04

c om ar nde r s to use maps and con trol me.-. ., e .eck of

reonna ssance and a whcle host of other basic tactical measures

that were not used by either Company A or Company B.

r. termT.s of the reaction of the opposing forces.t, enemy as

able to take advantage of a major failure on the part of t .e _.tst

Batta I ion. in fact, they predictably attacked .-aar, anId again,

c-r, ,ur- separate occasions, the f+ ark of- C.-ompany B and n ted

hee.v y cAsua. t es. Their counterattacks .1ere able to n..vert ,,e

seizure of Hill 926 on Mont e Altuzz,. ?a

An terms of commander s - . .e:,c ' . e"

:r S ed a.  a h :s ur! i t.  c imm e , . - c, .:c a d :e , sr .

.s-,ual t w hen i n fact they hadn't. Cap ta i r Peacod:, N: ,t rd ...-

pr, . er . n rope-.I, and his mistake c su e d h s c.: ,a . to .- y 4

s lgr-lficant :asualties. A lot of :.oung sd rs lot the .

, 'es, wer e k i 1 led or. captured durinig the debacle on the t -

-5 :.2":,..:.
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day o4 tne Battle 4or- Monte Al tuz o. The men fou.ht hard, but

the r.eaCt Cn o' the commanders was slow, and Coneert . the

entire concept of the operation failed. The enemy was able to

dislodge Company B from the gains that it had made durn r.

course of the day, and this aga!ri caused the Ist Battal ion, n

4 -.ct the whole 338th Infantry, to regroup and reassess the !,.,hole

sltuaton wjhi ch gave the enemy another day.

The third turning point o+ the batte occurred on the 15th o;

:5eptember. After having suffered tremendous causuaities on the

13th and 14th, Lt Col Jackson, 1st Battalion Commarder w-jas .

ieterm red to make a successful attack against Mont e Al tuzzo. He

had c ,-. i nce d the regimental commander, Col onel, ii am H.

rlikkelser. that the Ist Battalion could take the objective. He

had emphasized that he still had Companies A and C; that these

two companies were in good condition and that he was prepared to

make the attack. Again, the concept of the operation was

relat vely simple. Companies A and C of the Ist Battal ion would

attack abreast to seize Monte Altuzzc. Once Hill ?26 had been

Sta-ke , the 3d Battal ion o+ the regiment was t,: pass tr.,z-g the

S st Bat ta.l ion and continue the attack to the north. The I s t

Bat tal cn il,.as then to d rop in to reserve.

'here va as some oper-at i on s order confusi on. The tw- ::,:,mm.roer-,

Ca:;tai r K ng, the Company A commander., and e:'eu te.nant 'S ouder. t--

i Comp.-any , commander, had different views concernin, _. t",e -

64 operaticn. Captain King felt that the attck ,.,,as tc be old,

t. mov forward with v gor. to t .ke e t h e c-b, c e, . t ..

Lieutenant Souder got the impress; on that they were to attack

% 
'a-'C
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caut:ously u p the hill This caused delay in the :.r:r ..±

the speed in wh i c, i t was conducted. I n any ee , t s a.n

spe Is out the cprobl em wi th command and control and the Inabi

o+ the commanders to ef4ectiuel / understand what 'Aas required r

the mission.

lAhat transpired as the battle continued in the fight For i 92-6

1.1as representativ.e of the th i ngs that had happened i r the

preceding days. Company A was attacking on t-,e eft 9  ,i e

Company C was attacking on the rioht. They made si;nfcran

advances during the day and had made up for a c.zt of 's-t ground

.ith respect to the turning points of the pre.io.s:t,. After.

Cmpany A and Company C attacked abreast, and captu-ed HQI 78,2,

they continued the attack north to take Knob I. At th s time,

Lieutenant Gresham of Company A continued to attack tov.ards Knob t
2, while Lieutenant Corey of Company C was to guard the flark of

Company A to the west. Unfortunately the third turning point of

the Battle of Monte Altuzzo occurred. Misplacec friendly

artillery fire inflicted heavy casualties upon Company. C, Ist

Battal ion, 338th Infantry, which l i ter-all Iy devast,.ted the. A

morale. They were unable to hol d th ir .ki rm 1 h ire to the. lef t

o Compar, y A. Comp any C. having suffered tremerdous_ .ajsut C

r. t he fr iendl y she I 1 f ire ! began t' o thdr' If r Tvhe .

, thdrav al i n turn caused other u tn ts ,,r, ' to : te sr-a,

u ck V,, and resulted in panic. ThiS panic ,i tr a.'a . . C t: ar, ,.

C and un i ts to the rear of Company C a: tu& 1:*.*. :aus--, Conpn A.r .

.h i a:.d rr.de s. gr' if i cant gains, in to a pan iced -wi thr.a ,."  , :h '-

r ippled throughout the fro, t 1ne and caused the battal Ion to

tLt



give up its most signiificant gains to thlat dAte. The resuts *.e

clear. The members of Company C and others in the units, of the

1st Sat tal ion were demoral ized &ndq for the thrd consecuJ t I..ir

day, units of the 338th Infantry became their own worst enemy.,

Although this was a negative event, it w"las clear that at this

:oint in the battle the 338th ,jas maknQ s>Inif : c _ .a r nd

headways in terrain and had begun to inf+ ict heav , casualtes on

eremy. The unfortunately misplaced fires demc,:rstrated twoha t

happens w.her leadership is not forward and controlling the

attle. The result was a serious setback w~hich dela yed tne

b!r e ak through of the Gothic .i.n.e * e thee i s a t- e

learned in n th i s key even t , i t is t hat i thout eadersh i p orward

Sto see the battlefield, chaos can result from a single i ncident,

and a single incident in one unit can have an aff4ect on units

throughout the line. When the second platoon of Compny ': (,hich

had lost no people) began to withdraw from the ;ront, even thouQh

they had not seen any action, it caused other units along the

. ne to i teral I y for ce a wi thdn-.rawa , The posi t ,.e "adersh i p

,h iw ch had been shown by Lieutenant '3resh a. of CorrmparY A was

turned around because of lack of leadership in Compan. S.

IF essence the fourth attack against Monte Al tuzzc on the 1 of -

- Sep tember brought about the fur thest .,.zv av; : e aga i r M o n 'I, ,, te

.!.j-. A z tz zo bu t w)as agai n a setback . The 1st E-t et. :n ha, oun, C-

trhe enemy, but the>' failed to k.nock o,,u t hi s f1ort t Ce :oS C.ons

7'-ej ma.; or factor was the friendv arrt ilermy fire ,.r,,c r' ctec

" Seay casualties on Cornpan C"'s 1st p Btoc o nd dem c.a a4 t n.

'in t and others.

5-; -
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As a s,e note, it wa. clear thai-t not only did the 1-. E:att .:B or,

338th In antry fay l to capture the crest o- monte A! tczzc, tut

other. urnits al on': the crest bel ong; ng to the 85th DI s:or a -=o

failed i r the i r at tack s aga i n t the defenses a&on g th re re_es-t of

4* the 1 ire.

The reactior of the opposing forces vas unclear. Th e enemy ..w. as

: navwar.e that fr iendly art ill ery fire had St. 1 1 e and caused a

Wi thdrawal of the Ist Battal ion. For the rt time the enemy

sta.r ted to sustain hea.y casual t i es and the- ;_ae or.:'-nc . 'he y

d. d not conduct a counterattack even ir the 4 i..c e o-f te

.ji t h d r a,j a l o ' th e 1 s t B a t t a , i on . T h ; .-=. s i :-I., 1 t 4 ! t t.a

demonstrated the f i rst crack i n the RrImor 04 tqe enemy n

addi tion, it w:as clear after the 15th of Septembei- the e.mx

was beg9i nr i ng to feel the brunt of the battle and tas ;jrabe to

shift its forces against the main effort attacking Monte tzz,:.
.1*:

I ,essence, even though th i s dax w,as a se tbacv for the 1 st

Ba t 4.l on, i t was the beg;nninQ of the erd for. the eem.y -anc rC

w,,,oul d soon s5pel 1 success for the 338th Infantry. c2n e. :1 er

1,th the 338th Infantry was able to attack to the cr _est .. M-, on, e

.Altuzzo and achieve its o j ec ,e T.i. " n't c se. , S s ;::-. 7T,

, ..er, t bu t the p! a and th suc cess or,. the 16 th o .- epter.:!,-r :--..-.

. nt i c a t The Ass- stan t i v i or C,'nrmar. der. , Se .r. e r. s..

dec i ded that he w- an ted to st icv kit the 'S.tS!h i n Ac e..

--!uc.:-ess and he con t nued to -. ace th e Ist E a kta. i on - -

e ,for-t. This indicated q:j : te a b i t o4 co,- f i derce t C

Jackson. in fact, it ,jas cr the 16th a.snd 17th of Septemrer 1944

C; -
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th:.t the actual capture of Monte Al tuz=o occur red. TIhi;s ._. as

significant, but far more significant than th s event Aas ,.,.t

trans;:tred after. the ini t ial capture ,f the cres.t os7f 'IMonte

Altuzzo. By the end of the day on the 17th of September, the :st

Battalion, 338th I nfan tr, was on :ts object 1 ve The y had

captured the crest of Monte Al tuzzo. The 3d Ba.tt c as par t

of the concept of operations, was deplo:.ved behindc the .

Batta! ion, bijt was still subject to enemy fire fr.om th se 13er-:tn

.n vts . hi c- had been bypassed at the top of the A! tuzzo Z..ca,.'l .

the w.est and also in the east along Monte Al russc.. In the final

:,s. L, I t Co I ,Jackson ' s 1 st Sat tal i sn twI i th aprl I m- iate 1 : 00

men had seized the Fifth Army's obictive and had mlde - s st

peretr-a*ion of the Gothic Line.

The enemy reaction was clear. By the end of the 17th o.f 0

September, Lt Col Jackson reported to the regamertai commander

that the enemy was wi thdrawi ng and that his troops had gone

suc ccessful 1: : against the resi stance and wjere occupyn" -the Gerrar

pos t ons.

The satisfaction of success was to r i .e ,.. a x t- Ge rarn

counterattacks which occurred late on 17 Septenber !'4. '

o ce aga in sp e is the key as pect t.he bat te ocr Monte A tuzzo.

Ct this point, it must be recognized th-at the I Et Ca

4 ou h t gamel y > tc ach eve posi t or !-::n t .e ,r.-- c f,+ M r, . '-',

but tne,. w ere then confronted by the enemy. C3e bnr. e -,,,,,ner-s ,e.e

:l crng effcti ve fire on not only Companies A and C of+ the 1st

Sat tal ion but also the 3d Bat tal ion, wh ch .. arra ,e.- eh r,c e

1st Battal ion's positions. In fact, if anythIir, character.izes

S-"-



t ,he -reaK thr. 0!;uh at Monte A! tuzzo, . v he val ,ant and
,couragous k.. ay that ndi v . du.1 s c' di ers. t he "t s :. on

e -eared t!e bunker on the crest of 1 - onte e11 tuzzo an ,,ii thstc:od

counterattacks as they did so. if a.ct, I t was members of

CormDpanyx A and C, i n cl ear i rig b:,unkiers to the wv. est and eastern

S;d g e o* Io, nte Al tuzzo that found out that counter att.3.ck. Aculd

be forthcoming by German un ! ts. Thex 4ound out iriform-ation

concerning the counterat tacks -From i nterrogt ng r Germans wh-o h ad

r-jerir endered as sol diers of the 1st Ea ttfa or; c eared bunkers.

The first counterattacks were made south of Knob S on HiW7 92,.

" . .. G r " were U rrnans cour, ter-.at tack ng 4- erd + , s . ,u th e

I 1st B t t l ion un i ts, part i cul a aly those of C or .an y w, r. e

-eI k. rY c ef4+ect .e ee my f: i re. i n the rear f:rocim Germa ru -Ji t .

ibypassed during the seizure of Monte Altuzzo. In an>' euent; the

( firt counterattack by the enemy ,,as th-warted by Company C and it

Vas a. subseauent to th is counterattack t hat i r, di vi !u. s'-- er,s

begi r to coura ceouslyx clear- the trenches ard z i g-z. bunkers o f

t e enemy,." I fact as one reads the batt I e .the NO's and tne

,nid iv du. . s, d i er.-. t ook -L 1 ar',ce D -r o- c 1 ear i n oemy. .u kers

c- the stern peak of Monte A tuzzo. :, t rmi ddl e c- the

M 0-r rinMg on i? Sep tember the * i rst p1 atoc n of Cc,:mpany h ta taken

. ct i .e c ,rrle tel ' A,; th.- t n-i rc r. - : e i 7 , r . -T S

-' r.,m 4: enem,

Sr d. I tin to in di u a I i n i t i a t i on t h e ; -a r t f -o" er. of -

, a. t taek. 1 .n ' m ... ar n ar ,  :. r ..v

f cf te h e " h ...t I nr tr. w,.jere also ef-;ec t :e . .- -. t te

enem As par t of the concept of the operaticn the a. i r,

-o 4
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arrayed teh i r-d the 1 st Bat tal on, was supposea to :ass through

the 1st Battal ion and cont i nue the at tack pas t H; '26 ar-d on to

Knob 3. Un4or tunate Px, the 3d Bat ta cn , under L:.e cmmard 4

Major Kelley, was very slow in kicking off it s attac. :rii,, 'ac,

the y were being pinned down on the fl+nks b.y German machine gur

.re and it w as only after the prcddtng of Genera; Gero. and

Col onelIMi kikkel sen that the 3d Bat ta o beQan to make an y

movemern t at al I towards Knob 3. By this time, Compan e-s t; arld C.

of the i.st Battal !on had already put dow;rI a secorid agcgress ',.:e

coun ter at tack and had begun to c le ar more trenches and take

sc- i " an t enemy prisoners.

After MajIor .... 1Kel e had determined that t he enemy a.- . ,.ks thdra'.+rg

33?th n ;antry's sector on their- ri ch t f :nW, he dc ded

t.o move He dir.ected mortar fire against the enemy as .=- trom

the 3d Battal ion moved against Knob 3. Company K of the 3d

Bat tal ion ,.as subjected to a rather severe counterattack and was

forced to vi thdriaw, soon after in i t i at Inc i ts k ickof against Knob / '

S. bi th the assistance of Companies and C " the 1 st

B oalc, and some fairly accurate fire support fror mor-tars ar, d

art , I er:, t. he 33 Sth infantry vias a,,l- e _= : t: Qh t back. t. ' s 4 n al.... ~

c a tter ack by German forces. I n actual t i t .as the

a r ei r'. ,mor tars, and SIM a a rS ir r C,TIM the i t at ta I C.

*- that c aus ed the.., h.. Germans t o a b a b d or the i r. r: .i- d Ca

C, our! tera t tack.

. the. 1 t h o4 September., the 3d Bart tk' on v.. :o :. d or

mop-up operation because t e e ' ere.7 .a e- 6er :. i t'-a-n-t

i killed, or cap tured by units of the 1st Bat ta ion, *-. ., e.er-

%",
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could be sai d to be a turning point it would be the indi v:duai

-eteminat0on of the soldier, of the Ist Sattal ion that turned the

bea t e. It must also be stated that the lack of disc'.r, and

train;ing of the German soldiers, and the na.ture and the quickness

0 the enemy to surrender, even tual -., made the brea' tn-o .ch of

Monte A tuzzo possible.

Du)- ,n rr' th e course of the battle command and con trol .at ter- b -e

.rC the c ommanders did not function where they :oul d see the

batt'efiel d. A combination of the inadequacies of the enemy and

the determination of indiidual so'die -s o4 the 1st E;rt. a.

e r, an,: ed the break thr-ough of the Goth .: L ne to ,e - e. . z e

took + ie days to take Monte Alt tiuz - o and t h e .3:3 2 t 1i T n -F, r r

s,-"'ered a total 290 casual ties A) i tbh 25 2 :-f hose A :.ua t es .n

the Ist Battalion. It can be said without hesitation that the

S='anh Infan try, primarily the Ist Battal ion, was respons, ible for

the success of the II Corps in breaking through the Gc.thic Line.

V',

E.C! utcom-ne

The at ack• on M,nte Al tuzzo was a clear tactical vi -to orr, A-r te

.S. . . he 33'8th Infantry se zed i ts object v ,e " onte

A .zzo, Th i s f.a c i I ; tated the se i zure o t'e Cor:s obj ect e Iv I

o o .by s e u ng .a arnk of the . . Tho,, g.S a the

" rZ t breach of the Socth ic Li ne i e I co":: i :- ,

'-cilow.ed by the 33?th Infar, try se u r!g 1 Monte -,err:2a t:. .o; o

and the 432.7th Infant, secur.,ng P-ont- P r. otor

::re e:ter. n oon of 17 September.

Th e hi.gh g roujn d on th e west side of 61 ago Pass, 'Mc'-t -:e' , "a-s

do
-$ -%
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secured b- the 1 st D ius:o n on 18 September. Tnese act:ons

enac' ed I! Corps to turn the break-through ;rto ar eXpl, oa.t io

and bypass the strongly fortified Futa Pass.' 3

The principle reason for the succes.f ul ach i evemer, t c-1. the

object iv.Qe ,,as supporting fires; arti I ery, tanks. taZk"

destroyers, chemical mortars and tactical air force support.

The 85th Division had eleven artillery battal ions anr a -herI ca.

:attal ion (4.2" mort ar) in support. Four art er atta' .:r--s

rd the chemi cal bat tal ion were under di oisi on con tr'ol and the

r-ema n i ng seven artillery bat tal ions .ie r e urde r I" Cor r:, s

ert cr cotrol. The art iI er-y and mor tar red aMc,0ost

conr, tinu.ally,'14  w.ith the goals of neutralizing the deer ,..,e

coSitions and harassing and interdicting supply ard

.-en+orcement. The fires against the p, osi tons ,.IJer e very

( eecy .  - 4,s shown by the large number of enemy dead found on the

9 pper slopes of Monte Altuzzo. According to the Ii Corps ,epor

o' Opera.tiors, fir e s directed against supp! a-d reirnd7- ":eneient - o m

a'. aso e-ffect ive:

P4.,,s- st.tated that their f+ orw) ar d u n ts h.ad been t..., c,,,t -!:-d
ar, ka t e r For sev erl days, that., thIS , :. t o.n

r-unn ;ng 'otw due to0 cur7 di Sr.up t i on of t e -r . u 1 ;pe.- f:
comrr un: ct i ons by art i 1 l ery A r, Tne h. .e
Pr a.tr oopers displayedl the: ; c-storar- . r .r ac ;nc desp t e
t"e se .rdsh i Ps, , .t F-_- o f other !jr is c d e . . . .,.

' es;ecialy men ;r, om thcse tc.r -ra t s-.. B
e C mated by art i 1 er ar,c a t.k. :: t, ton

1~D ines

e 752r, d Tank. D vi ion o Med um: .nd the ' ''= - ..
,. C.,..

... ;or ' el - Pr op e l . e d) I r e t a ttc h ed t o th ! ;.. r,

"Ifhese un i s Jer'e used to attack p: 1 1 boxes, target. 4- or:.ortr; t

49 '- 
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and to:rc.:,ide I org r ar ge harra-sinv 4; re nadd t r t:C t'e

aR r.. - and mortar.- Tankers c a med toc, h.-ave kno:k':: : seI..

_ a n ore 17 September, but that is pr obabl-I a e d'.ted.

The nature of the bunkers an. t Ihe. ranges i nvoi JeC make that

urI kely but they did provide an additional me.an.s o4 7utt n-

"stee! on the target," and thus reduced enemy e+ ect oIeness and

M~ c ce d c asu alti es.oi

Tact i cal air support, as ment ioned before, C rn - U eC

- .4 cA.n t y to the attack on the bunker ine and the

n teredncti on of suppl, and reinforcement. On 12 and 14

-ep -. '.-er, the "239th and 244th Roy Air Fcr:e el

m C;ion; agairst enemy artiller.y, veh cles, supp,/ar.mo pdePcts,

an troop concentrations. Th e resu t '-.rene good. 15 _7 I 'f

S- t,-emlter- he ,eather precluded use of a r support , bt On 16

September the 239th Wing and 7th SAAF Wing ere agai n able to

-.u;oort the battle The 338th Infantry had been told th;at cI ose
* *=

'., P sport woul d be ava ilable on 1 September -ro,0137: c to 1320

arnd 4 r.m 1430 to 18,30,

- tc -- 5th Infantry submi tted mission requests., but on . ml tedal

S .a -n: ard the dropp i ng oz four- bomb mater.;, z'.Z t-he 2:-39t "t

- r .' S- ,.4 rg did bomb eriemv 6iuoua:c and ,s.e nez a.ea.

,ort ,  of te pass or. 16 September. . 1 7 1he s - su:;* : . r, .

4 ". - .-zr.z' '. t the ground commander. but oe . de s. -edet'

S'r m1 ar " n i n it terd cti on role> c tor; ributed s. - :, t... .. 1 I'

- l e t,a .c.h ,eme t o' the obeject :.e *

r, e Ger m n s l ost the bat .  e as. rr.,ch as the . . ,.un e :-: . ,.-

'e 1ak of arti 1 k or+:, ar ai support1  1 ac i r s P ert

'. '
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reeer,..es, and the use of geffect e ,rerades al l. f cart. y

€ afectecd the outcome of the battle. These de;-nc':, -

addition to the inabi ty to resupp!.y already di-scussed) m .de t

extremely difficult for the Germans to conduct an e ct .e

defense, even though the terrain greatl y 4avored the defense.

The artillery defense of the Got h ic L rne imas shown bx
photographs to consist of many oug-in em.0lacemernts, !ei
scattered and in small groups. behind the =efenive riCge...
Several steel-beamed and reinforced concrete emrolacements :n

more forward areas .... were later" identified as conta n ng
field pieces or AT weapons. Such posic hon :.s .:s ere actve
until adjustment of 240mm resulted in one or- more direct
hits. The many camouflaged dugouts made it difficult to
cetermine which ones contained guns.

In addition to prepared positions *or art i ll e ry peces,
ther e Were alternate posi t ions, notably for heavy cal; ber,
which were rot dug in. At such positions, ,.ere were
elaborate protective dugouts fon personnel which :n some
instances were cut into solid rock. .

There was no period when the enemy artillery disposition ',as L.

stable .... Photographic locations of occupied positions
were gi ven to Ai r OPs for prec i si on adjustment o,
counterbattery fire. The procedure of shoot incg from
vertical photographs again proved extremely effective.
Results observed wi er e excellent (hits in pits, fires, and
explosives) and this seemed to d scourage the ennemy.s
digging of new. positions. Since in the maor. tY
instances adjusted coordinates failed to disclc se ne,
positions to photographic interpreters, it became
increasinqly evident that the enemy .a. re iying upon
frequent movement into positions cleverly carmouaced
heavy fol iage rather than upFL r .ta, : e duc-; ,
positiors. In these tactics the enemy t,,las favored =:y - -'..
cut ravines and high hills with steep reverse s ::es.
Detect i on of pos' t icns i 71 such te :ki b. a- ." v -I D S .;.

eer- a I n ot productive si nce t ..as ne c e ar.:, +r t..
fly at very h " gh a! t i tude . I S

!.i th one outstanding except or - t e fa i '. ur- e the e eT, to,
employ, long range artillery for courterbatter. ire - t'e
tactics and dispostior of the enemy ar ti er. Y ,eh r,: t
I ne showed no change fr om t, at d.' z, e :iserr. t, n
the past . Ever t hou gh ou r ~p s t~ ty P -s t on s e
ccn+ f ned to the narrow roads .ad;ng north to tEe .:
RIVER VA"LLEY ( to i?08) i n .h ch the di..,. Tor, a'

E .,
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e ments were scattered, the :ou rterba tte -  7 e e L4
was neg i gi bl e - th ;s desp i te the 4ac. th.t t ie r.-r-7 cv:,"
see t ;e smoke of man > of our 1;!eapons *from ? s : c-!PE -:r t te

q, grourd. The en emy had - a.s o ocs le e r o o.k tt er

we apon s - or, e 2 ,10mrm. gun p pos i b'y 4 2 1 Om- Ck.14 -e-s, a
least 7 170mm guns, and a batter.,, of 105mm guns. T1he=_e wer-e
used most frequently on front ine elements and +or-.--_:
nets. Harassing of movement in the rear areas , carried
out sporadi cally and wi th smia 1 number o4 r oun d.. The
surprising and unprecedented lack of counterbatter 4ire on
our guns car, rot be attributed to a shor tag e of .rmnur, nt on,
and certainly not to poor visibi! ity. Irterro,;ati ,r, .f a
- forward observer of a 170mm battery" - prc,. uce!_: a
explanation of the enemy's fir i n t.:--.c: z . . tated th!,t
it was useess +or them to fire against the vastly superior
r mber of Ale !ed arti 1eryI p eCeS since Sucn fn e aways
•drew very heavy retali atory * i re at a t i m e v.,her re 3er- mar s
could not afford to lose any arti 1l1ler and retral zati or-
destruction of Allied artillery secured no appreciab" e
effect. Under such conditions, the st.tated, more damage
could be done by:. directing a. ti 1 er.,. fir-e irto the more
forward lines and installations."'

Srom 11 September until 22 September, the 85th ,:sio- '.eorted

. less than four-hundred-fifty rounds per day ever- fr-ed at them.

The lack of effective artillery fire allowed the 338th rfar~ry

to move up the open ridge 1 ines over several day-s and nights

kwithout beiing attrited by indirect fire. If the Germans had been

able to place effective indirect fire or the attacJng :.Jnits t -e

attack may have been slowed or even stopped tue t:, uracceptable

c..sual t ies. ..

-he Ser-ans also lacked aircraft to provide close air su.Dort and

+ t. fly interdiction m i ss;l or, s a 1 r". t . ;. s,-pp... .. -..

re i forcemen ts. Dur inQ the month cf Sep tem.ter '4 .

'n ti-air cra t Art i I ery 8r i gade , which kA: A- s UPD C. t r I I C-or.

ne ro AkA e ngagemen s . je n er a e s s er 4:4 s te C, at tr

1 ack of a su. . op:ort ' a_=. a p r me r ezs on or t h %:. t:

defend the Gothic Line. 2 0
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7he 3erman s h ad few repl acements and re7rvs he e+e.:ts o4

the I.3. art1ier' k.ere belnQ e .. The deersee, ser-e be r s

attri tec a! units we re be ng comrr tted : :ecee .'s

replacements became avai lable. The qual i f: 0+ t '. the

replacements was a problem. A L thuanian Labor attaI on was

c.mmi tted. ' h.y had 1 i ttl e mot v at Ior. to f' -., a, y- -d "

Sur-re-dered. T -'he Ger-man r epi aceer; . ere :oo t- zEd and

rn a ' Y had never even fired a. roundo- ba A. amur- . .-. u- t'e

re,' acements c Weorward man'y ' d ., ,.our: ed .S .

har'ass; nq fires. Thus, those -+ t arr i k'ed .ak i r w it v W. e

d.rr,:orai i zed.,

The p ecemea commi ttment of teh r-eser ves would iia' apear.

*.- be a ,c &. at Jon of the principle of +a of Tr;as. Te mar;y

sml loc al Sermrr, ar counterattacks were unsuccess.u' due to "

( r;nsuffic'ert sold ;ers in the attack. But , her; the qua' t-'f the

replacements is considered, along wPith the f repower of the U,.S.,

the erman s probably cou l d not have su:: essf-u Iv ma.-.e to

eu; -. c Jck an d . ega in l ost terra n Ii-
pr.;b em a t t h e tact ;, cal I eve,; k., a. S t he e G e r m a - :.- s or

e... nade . Se eral of the i nd , iual enaage er, t-s e tee; s,,

un . ts arid men w, e - e rescolved n ao ~~U.-t h

.e C .z . .k e C C.. S o --

e *. , e rer, ades d rot e ven o u nd in . .du- u oS.  te '.
,' e. s' Ti ak r; g t h e strat dec i r. ro r" s. --.

±.:,cor. dir,_ to Gereral Kes.se I ir Q , H ter c cu.' dr t .e e e

or /.,her to fight in Italy and t t us r:pe- re.;atrat :' E.

were not taken that could have resulted in success. 2 !dhe.

. -- : ' :.-v . v .... ......



4.

t',e bat te o4- th e S oth ,: Lin- .a.t : . p a. ac- . .e r a,.,e

-.- n truc t i ons. to - , at al I .Costs.. Gener. a es F x . ec..:c.';-

l&t th at "cont 'nsu an ce 0+ t he e si s t a n e sou tI of +~ eo atI a.

time ..r~en the overall! i tuat cr, the I c:. a tac t :al s ita t I:,r

the cordit on of the troops engaged there, the s.jpp':. s: tut i

and the existence o+ prepared pos , i or, s r, dep ' de,: - te. 1.

called 4or the employment o+ de 1 ay nr tactcs t,. a. :ruc al

mistake."22 Thus the Germans acted ;,.;th'r the ;:te-t :

oMSn C4der, hov.e ver, the i n ten t/mi s.s i or .as i ncorr-e-:t .or te

situation and res.ulted in failure.

h Ss.. on , ; 0 the L. . c om, and er as a.ch I ved but ,.zt a4.

n,te-ded. Lt. General Mark C!ark commander- C, Z n:>

w..n ted to apt dly breach the Gothic L ne arc explo , i ito the Po

V -al ey . His i n tent, however , was not proper.v ,onve.e- ; the :! .

.orps. and .5th Division orders. General Clark visited the Ast "

and 2d Battal ion commanders of the 338th Infontr n on 12 Septembe-

sand "t ated "y ou had better get or, xour hiking shoes. 1"m qoin

t thr- y,,, c, .u a. I ong 4 cr..j rd p.-ss ;n t,:, the Po V'al ey, and I A tr t

t' c._. Qet it."23 This. con.,eys nothirI to a a f-t a ior.

comma rder, mak i n.a  an at tack to se i ze an ,b.J c t i.e a 4e. ",: e te. s

It -h 4ro t The same uri ti I rot co:durt the atacI a.nd the

.. eak throu,_h. The .. r, . are r not.- e tj u.e . Teh ee , •dance

if h bee- m.or e e4.ec t i e 4 ,e' a c emrph s ._ e,= t.

S,, t- a r o f qU ,V , , accomp 1 sh i rig t ,e ba t t a n ' , .: e _ t e

>r e* S u .+ .i.. aL p i eceme.E.] at,.-K t. h u n

tn t!hou p prop er c o o rd i rAt on b e t .-"Ie e Te ri~' .- '4

r,,:: u.:ithr, t. pro er', oor,:li nati or, bet'.eer.. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .:..,.. . .... .".,.......

and air support.

-Thn - 4v
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;l, General Clark became impattient with II Corps' failure to

/ seize the pass and di -ec te, that 4te 85 th S *.! n cc n t the

37t1h Infsentr, . to envelope the pass by seizing Mcirfe= :.-.:tone

Major General Geoffrey Keys, II Corp s commander, d;d order the

attack, but kept the main attack up Highway 6524.2 -B s

not the emphasis of the 338th Infantry c,e:e. , . ng the

entire battle the emphasis wi as or t.or.te tOtuzzo A rd n .t or; the

Shi ghway. Thus, as one goes dowAn the ch. iR o -:ma. e -f.. s'

repeatedl. that subordinates did not fol o., the higher

commander's intent.

_ e s. *. known of the evacuation and treatment of 3er-.ar ",

ka-ual ties, but it can be assumed that they wer-e efe c te I

e-c u.ate d as onl y dead were found as the Amer icans ad:..an :ed. ,;e

procedures u-se d by the Amer i cans are known. In general , each

n ' nantry pIatoon had an aid man to provide immediate treatment.

The second level of treatment was provided at the batta lion aid

stat i or. Dur i ng the battle, ambul .atory wounded evacuated

tnemsrelves to the aid stat ion. Soldiers unable to acconplish

t. e ere treated in place and awai ted ; tter. lbearer-s to be sent

4r-or the aid station. In severa! instances. wounded scdiers

w.,.e.e left or; the bnattlefield as their ur ts vw thdre,,. and ra to

a a: t the bearers o e,..acjate tte . Th- e m err,:.-a r ' s.

at-. u ' e f m t h ' s " r oc du r e is be s t sh b..., t re a:t C.r.

Pr ate James S. Dorr i s from Corrpany S, 2d 8a t a 2-21 . .2.

r'.F try. He was wounde n te eleg s ar .stoac" i u t scrr.c1 wl. .:

eA waes to, be 1ef t be nd to .a i t r tster bearers as hs p I , oo r

v..i th drew, he ran al I the way to the compan y area and then *9C

- pr,

,-r
S.......*- i * * * - a!" *II
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co a apsed.

i. SIGNIF"CANCE OF THE ACTION:

immediate Sianificance: The successful attack of the

1.-st Sattal !on, 338th Infantry Regiment, in seizing the

Monte '. tuzzo proved to be the undoing of the muc,: var.-nted Goth ic

L i ne. The Ist Batta ion's success al owed the !-e.iment to se,:u -e

its object ve on Monte Altuzzo and a!ong Hi gh;.a::, 6524. As erm.r

4orces began their Ai thdrawal the regiment to the r.; ;ht (the

339th .. d he l t (the 363 d, 9 s t C;vi. iior "e) e .f -u r

successful. By the close of 17 September the 85th ":i, vsio.o s

success brought about a general collapse of enemy res;tance a'

* long its front, leaving the 85th Division in possession of the

( high ground along the great divide between the Sieve and Santerno

~aVley. This front extended nearly four miles from Monte Altuzzo

to beyond Monte Pratone.

! t rema ined for the 91st Division to secure Monte Mont:cell', on

1S September to finish clear;ng Highway 6524. This action. a'orn

. t~e ls-t Div -i on' s success, gave II Coros con trol c.4' a s.evern

e, S etr.e Ch ,of the Gothic Lir on e i t er S :e o. IG i. Ps.S-'

t • ;D de the Ge rm an s to extr cate w. ,.t the y t:!: C .

-efeatec_ and broken forces by wi thdrat i ng them r.,c *r. .f trie

Sarter :o ,i v r•.

1it drawing German forces were vigor o'.! x pursued -.,!i Cor.s,

-7'2 -



thlch swept north into the San terno Val l . Th S adV..v.,e re n 7-'

the rmain Germar defenses at the Futa !ass urtenab' e a.rd cnpl- eted

the underminding of the entire Gothic Line.

B. Long Term: Although the success of 11 Corps

breaching the Gothic Line at Monte Altuzzo set ','.e stage 4on the

subsequent advance into the Po Val!ley by 5th US Arm-- and the rest

cf 15th Army Group (8th British Army'); both A! ed Armies. ber y

then exhausted. The enemy, terrain, and k,..torsen~n .;te, weathe.

had depleted manpower and resources. By mid-January 1945 the

All ied driue had hal ted for the .,in ter havi rcj made or .. s, ght

inroads into the strategically important communications zonE 04

the Po Valley.

( C. Lessons Learned:

1. Events w i ith major tactical or strategic consequence often .

depend or the actions of very few men The attaci. or; "onte

A! tuzzo was executed by one infantry battal ion uti l zing two

companies in the assault wi th a force never numben rig -nor-e t.ian

.3'_ lmen at any one time. This force conducted the pr n,-ipal

att, :a z or the 262,000 man 5th US Army. Its success res._" tec fr-om.

rdi,..i dual, squad, and pl atoon act os z.:h c were often c.::,'-,juc te'

n complete confusion and pr-essed home only cue to the cour-apeous

and determined action of individuals and small unit leaders. Suc!-

w'las the case when three men from the "st :Sq,-..t.d , 3r-d 91 ator ,

Company C, 1st Battal ion, 338 Infantry se i zed r o.. 2, thus

N- -.
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-4 ,,, t.e 3rd P! atoon to reach te summ o cf h 2 , Th . ese

e men Sergeant St7osn:der and P!-.,ate.. Sc '.hr; e an.. L.

c.ored the i r vta> up to Knob 2 and suror ; sed the defender s. 's

han d grenades, r ifl e f i re, and by call ing for the G.a nt-

surrender, these three sold ers seized the thr-ee :r epard

;po's , ions on knob 2. They k I led ard wo nde -ev . !' Se .1. s,

c:. Jr e d 11, and drove the rest of the defende-.s 4r.,:m the man

Mc ne of resistance. This three man acr k.. t.p,-._. .- the I
, 'ose 4 ght i ng throughout the ass aul t o or, er z . z t ..zz.,. e

,jitu t .imate success of the ten Division stronr_ 5th Army -as bult, on

such actiorns.

2. Co:rduc t i ng a passage of I i nes when i n ,C cr. n -. , "

a,oided if at all possible. The II Corps plan which cal ed for

the S5th Division to pass through the 91st Divisior at --600 on

+he morn ing of 13 September resulted in considerable conrus.on,

a.,- pr euerted the 5th D i v ision +rom conduct ng cord nated

a c r, the Germar main 1 ine of resstaance. Co ', i -- se.-

C.:,mm .ner of the 338th Infantry Pegim ent, rand h batta 1 on

: :mmr :e r e r e unable to ascertain the l ocat on . S. t s 0+

Com, an y L, 363d I nfan try, 9.s.t D;vior, :r 1o ard e.) n dun

t";e ; irt a. attack on Monte lt: z o ", aCk - . r e

CC:c ncerni 4 Company L cau sed cor,us c r, ,'h h. - " .

ire support and preve n.te d Mi : e k -er s rn . t,:J..L(sor s t

*..attal i or Commander, 4 rcm mk i n sense o4 the S' , . h .4.

conf us on. wh; ch cost the 338th r.a ntrv .-. d., t, - -.c . :-.d

have been avoided. If the 85th Division had been a, o ,,e.d to D as s

-'4-
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.h.ugh the. ' i - ,
. D, o r; or e for e heav- cc n ta a: t ; . h he

enemy, much be t er conro c ver the i t i A staQes of t + t h e att.:Ks

:would nave been potsib!e.

.. Aequate ground reconnaissance i cr itcal.,f.4er; tWhen .omaade.

c.,f the 338 Ir fant- Y Regiment i.ssued hi s attack order. to ,his

bt tal ion commanders s the officers o+ th r. eiment hac kr*nO4,Sr .or

se.. er.a' da>-s that they could be conducting tre ,.i S i :- - n

attack against Monte Altuzzo. They had conductec a t,,r-,ugha

study of the area but none had seen the ground de.p te the :,zttt

that the vi i.i o n had been in r-eserve. Both Ltc Jack-.ori o; the
-t Sattal ion and Ltc Cole of the 2rid Sattal non .ent cor.ar, in

the la -e afternoon of 12 September to rec.-onr o!Iter, and se _e c t

a.sembly ar.eas The lateness of their start combined "ith the

confusion in the status of the 3rd Battal ion, infantry, .1th

D iv 1sion resulted in both selecting assembly areas .or their ."-"

units without having had an opportunity to -eterr . the -  nes

of , eparture for the 0600 attack the next mornir,. 0-0, tlhe>

dep-arted without selecting routes +or,,ard, wiithout kr, o ', ng the

re , si tuat ior, to their front, and wi thout know i nrg the ",u 1 :. n.* r ,.

.trength, or intentions of the zrierid!> elements :-_ t, ie ' '.: rc

I r fan try to their fron t. This con 4us ion ;,,s re±- , * t I?

dd;s.is. a tac k of the regiment the ne>:t m-n -- d -z..

r-,o r ecs-rnat s-.ar, ce ,Aould ha.ve av.: d ed. man>. cf te.se ,o*e- -rrs

An c ,..,ou d t .ve grea.t 1 simp !f;ed the atI re ad. corn d.

M a n u ve '1 er o f pas i rg o n e un t t r o u r. o t n ' ' e ,t t:

wi th the enemy.

,.q*



indirect fire Is -ery important in seal ig of the battle area.

aid preuent ng enemy re i nforcemen ts and resuppl y. o'4u,: ,-F the

arti 1 Iery firing in support of the assault on Monte A-tuzzo was

not capable of n.armi ng the enemy troops shel tered t te

e-tensive and we1 prepared posi tions on the mo .e;. Th is

a r. i r>' -'.p r t .. as n'al ual e. h-,.ever In prevent ng enern..

emen ard around those pos!: ons; a rd p reer tk) r

rfor- cemer s ard resupy, part cu ar i t amm u r i t .ri

h ad pressed 12th Parachute Reg iment. For- exampl,. tl .e -.2t.

Par achu te su-'fered thr-oughout the -.it te r- r n a ,-, t.=,4e c.f

-r.mnt. ior, grerades. Many US troops escaiped ser i ou- s ur due

t t. the re-ative ineffectiueness of the concu-s. or ,rernaces used

'::, the Germans. Toward the end of the fight ng other amrnit on K.

C shortages began to in+1uence the action. Hs was the ,ase .. , th

r-.sup p y indirect fires significantly effec-t ted the enemy- s

a.i , ... t e -einfor ce his positions. As ear-. s the 4t1; o4

i Septembe- a Lithuarirn i abor batt.l i. or.a, order-e; or-,,t ar-c to

replenish he r. anl.s of the 12th Parachute Regiment . -'-sa -: t

_ .esuI of US supporting artillery- *ire the u. o t ti

,.d d not arr- i,.e ;jrt t6- e ri, t 1 f -1, Seo tem ber . t er. t n..f

• ,ke. - :ch a. pourdi n that i Bi. rid' k' -iu a ,em a t . .,.e-. e

0

g~o.

.,
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