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- SUMMARY

Estimates of the safe jatigue life of helicopter transmission components may be made
if in-service load data together with transmission fatigue data, represented as the number
of cycles to failure as a function of tooth load, are available. Instrumentation has been
developed to provide in-flight estimation and indication of the proportion of safe fatigue
life expended for critical gears in sir ;le or twin-engine helicopter transmission systems.
In addition, basic transmission load data in the form of totalized times spent in a number of
contiguous torque bands are continually updated and stored during flight. The basic load
data together with values of life expenditure for critical gears for the current flight can be
automatically printed out after flight. This technique opens the way towards fatigue life
monitoring of individual transmissions.

The special demands of the life estimating system are evaluated and in particular the
very significant effects of errors in mean torque estimation are assessed.
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NOMENCLATURE
gear fatigue curve shape constants
torque readings per second
width of torque band
constants for hypothetical torque band spectra
gear endurance (used for cycles to failure and “safe’ cycles)
safe cycles corresponding to torque band T;
torque transmitter pressure
proportion of operating time torque T is exceeded
gear rotational speed
tooth root bending stress
elapsed time
torque corresponding to failure at N cycles

specified torque band

highest torque for infinite life (corresponding to endurance limit)

factored highest torque for infinite life

maximum torque transmitted during gear operation

life usage per torque reading

life usage per torque reading for torque developed in band T;
fraction of safe fatigue life expended

rationalized mean amplitude of noise signal element i

mean rate of fatigue life usage

normalized amount by which torque endurance limit is exceeded

analogue-to-digital converter reading

proportional change in indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to measure-

ment inaccuracy

square wave noise amplitude factor

fractional torque measurement error referred to Tgg
instantaneous phase of alternating signal component
maximum value of X achieved

total operating time of gear

radian frequency

y .
'._A"sy S AR
RO, VR i

ot
Y
PP VL)

< Ve A S Y T T N TR Y TR N T T Y R LT T TN T ST R T WL W, W WL W, Y e Y. T TRTETYm

1
]
§

rr



L i AP SN A S S A bl i A A JEE SN SO Tar e T T TG ET R N TR SN TNTR TN TR A AT TR AT

1. INTRODUCTION --f’

Components subject to high amplitude fluctuating stresses may eventually undergo fatigue :

failure if a sufficiently high number of load cycles is applied before the component is replaced.
In the simple arrangement of two gears in mesh, each tooth will experience one 1oad cycle per T
revolution of that gear. Under load, a bending stress proportional to the torque transmitted o
will be developed at the gear root. For any given gear tooth the number of load cycles experienced
per unit time is given by the gear rotational speed. A fatigue failure is evidenced by a tooth crack
or breakage. If gears are not subject to high stresses there will be no tendency for fatigue failure
to occur and life will then be limited by wear considerations.

Fatigue failures of transmission components are generally referred to as High Cycle Fatigue
(HCF) failures. HCF is characterized by the large number (typically greater than 107) of load
cycles to produce failure. In contrast, components prone to Low Cycle Fatigue (LCF) failure, '-"
for example gas turbine discs, are subject to much higher stresses than those which fail due to E
HCF. In such cases peak stresses result in local plastic deformation of the material, with failure
occurring typically after 10° to 10° load applications.

Usually the lives of certain critical gears in helicopter transmission systems are limited by
fatigue considerations. Prediction of the safe life of such transmission components is of particular
concern to aircraft operators as components must be replaced before failure occurs. Valid esti-
mates of the safe life of helicopter transmission systems, apart from being vital for operational
safety, are necessary for the formulation of an economic maintenance policy. o

For fatigue life estimation of transmission comppnents, two basic sets of data are required. BERS
Firstly, gear fatigue data in the form of the number of cycles to failure as a function of stress )
level (S/N curve) are required together with a suitable stress or safety factor to define a “‘safe” .
curve. Secondly, load spectra (giving proportion of flying time above various torque levels) o

. must be available for the .ransmission under normal operating conditions. For helicopter B
transmissions computation of load cycles is simplified because gear rotational speed can be T
assumed to be constant. :-:_'f

Load spectra for a given helicopter may vary significantly according to the type of use and RN
hence it is usually necessary for each operator to establish his own spectra. R

ARL research'-?* into the life of helicopter transmissions is being conducted at the request ’
of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) which currently operates Wessex Mk 31B and Sea King L %
Mk 50 helicopters. The ARL work, initially on the Wessex helicopter, had its origin in a UK R
study in which the latest available data were used to re-estimate the safe fatigue life of the crown- : -
wheel and pinion in the main rotor gearbox. This study yielded a safe life figure much lower RN
than the 2500 hours previously promulgated. As the RN (Royal Navy, UK), RAF (Royal T
Air Force, UK) and RAN Wessex fleets had at that stage been operated well beyond the revised g
safe life, the figure was clearly suspect. The gear fatigue data, upon which the new estimates T
were based, had been obtained by the manufacturer in tests to failure of a sample of main rotor Lt y
gearboxes, and was judged to be valid, at least for the specific items tested. Doubts were _'.'-_::
therefore cast on the validity of the torque spectra used. It was essential that these doubts be e ]
resolved with particular emphasis on the Australian operating environment. i J

Internationally very little work had been done in the area of in-flight measurement of torque ’ el

=

loading of helicopter transmission components. As no suitable instrumentation was available —
to measure load history it was decided to develop it locally. First generation torque spectrum '
indicating equipment® was fitted in two Wessex helicopters in 1975. Torque data from over
700 flights were gathered and, with data on the usage of all aircraft in the fleet, were used to esti-
mate the mean safe life. A statistical analysis® was developed whereby a tolerance limit on life,
defined as 959, confidence that 95%, of the population will exceed the stated life, was estimated
for the appropriate aircraft usage pattern. As a result of this work a replacement life of 2400 hours
(equal to three overhaul periods) was adopted by the airworthiness authority.
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Following the successful program with Wessex a similar program was initiated for Sea King. .. 9
Second generation torque spectrum indicating equipment® was fitted in a Sea King helicopter "
in 1978. The indicating equipment was similar to that fitted in Wessex but included improved
circuits and changes necessary to meet the demands of the twin-engine Sea King.

Application of microcomputing technology has made it feasible to incorporate the gear SRS

fatigue data in read-only-memory programs and to estimate and indicate fatigue life expenditure sty
of gears during flight. Third generation equipment exploits the new technology to estimate |
and indicate expenditure for up to four gears in the main rotor gear box for the Sea King heli- .
copter. In addition basic load data are stored during flight and automatically printed out after —
flight. The basic load data can be used with the aid of a ground based computer to predict the B!
safe fatigue life of each gear in operating hours. S

Currently accepted aircraft maintenance practice involves replacement of fatigue-critical o
gears after estimated life is expended. The development, described in this report leads the way B |

towards fatigue life monitoring of individual transmissions and replacement according to e
indicated life usage. '

2. ESTIMATION OF FATIGUE LIFE OF TRANSMISSION COMPONENTS

Three main variables influence the fatigue life of a component:

(i) Component geometry.
(ii) Properties of the component material or materials.

- (ii1) Level and nature of the service loads.

The effects of the first two may be described by a suitable curve (Section 2.1) and the informa-
tion for (iit) must be obtained from in-service load measurements (Section 2.2).

2.1 Analytical Representation of Gear Fatigue Data

A “safe” S-N curve for the transmission component of interest must be established before
any estimates of safe fatigue life can be considered. Usually it is more convenient to consider
torque (7) in lieu of stress (S) as the tooth root bending stress is proportional to applied torque
and the T-N curve includes component geometry effects. Initially the standard 7-N curve,
defining mean cycles to failure at various torque levels, must be established by testing a sufficient
number of gears to failure. By applying a suitable scatter factor to the standard relationship
a “'safe” T-N relationship can be formulated.

Tests were performed by the manufacturer (Westland Helicopters Limited) on a small
sample of main rotor gear boxes (MRGRB's) for the Wessex®'” and Sea King® transmission systems
respectively. Insufficient gear tests were performed in these instances to establish the shape of
the T-N curve but previous tests® on a sample of 47 Wessex Tail Rotor Gearbox bevel gears at
various steady load levels in a closed circuit gear testing rig were used to establish a mean failure
curve for the tail gears. A similar curve shape was assumed to apply for Wessex and Sea King
MRGB components as these gears were of similar gemoetry, material and underwent similar
heat treatment to the Wessex tail rotor gears.

Failures for the Wessex tail rotor gears occurred in the endurance range 5x 0% to 2x 107
B cycles. Tests were performed at constant gear rotational speed and hence both torque and tooth
root bending stress were proportional to power transmitted. Results of these tests are reproduced
in Fig. 1. The shape of the failure curve in this casec was established by the manufacturer by
| drawing a best-fit curve through the medians of the logarithms of the endurances at cach test
‘ torque level. The curve was given the mathematical form:

T TU+AN P )]

»

P.
]
>
S
be .
C

o Values of 4, and B,. and a nominal value for T, were computed using three points on this
' best-fit curve. Estimated values for parameters 4 and B, 48-9 and 2-58 respectively, are used
4 in this report. Using cxperimental values of transmitted power (proportional to torque 7T
' assuming constant rotational spced) and A cortesponding to each of the 47 failures, and the values

of A, and B, estimated as above, the mean and standard deviation of the computed Ty values
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were established. A coefficient of variation (ratio of standard deviation to mean) of 0-068
resulted. The distribution of Tgr was only moderately skewed and, within the restraints of the
limited number of test points, approximated the normal distribution (a y? test applied to the
test data shows that at 959 confidence level the data are consistent with the hypothesis that they
conform to a Normal distribution). Values of Tgg for critical Sea King gears were estimated
from a smaller number of failure tests in a similar manner to that used for the Wessex tail rotor
gears.

Westlands® state “It has been suggested by many sources that a value three standard
deviations below the mean provides a safe estimate of the extremes of scatter”. A ‘“‘safe”” working
relationship may be derived by applying such a factor to the computed mean endurance limit.
Analytically the safe curve may be expressed as

T = Tes(1+ A,N"1/BY) )]

The three-standard-derivation safe curve illustrated in Fig. 1 represents a stress or safety
factor (Tgg/Tgs) of about 1-25. At this value of scatter factor the probability of premature
gear failure occurring is approximately one in 1000 (as predicted by the Normal distribution).

The endurance relationship may be expressed in normalized form as

T
X=_ —1=AN"m ©)
ES

where

A, is a constant of value 48-9
and
B, is a constant of value 2-5846

< : = 0-3869)
B,

From equation 3 the endurance N may be expressed explicitly

—— Al Bl
N_(X) 4)

This normalized relationship, upon which the safe life estimations for Wessex and Sea
King MRGB components are based, is plotted in Curve 1 of Fig. 2. For convenience the N axis
has been made logarithmic.

From tests’ to failure of five crownwheels in the Wessex MRGB, an unfactored endurance
limit of 41677 Ib. in. was established by Westlands. A scatter factor of 1-3 was then applied to
establish the safe curve for the Wessex MRGB studies.

However Westlands used a slightly modified curve as indicated in Curve 2 of Fig. 2 in their
studies on the Wessex MRGB. This latter curve, which is based on Curve |, exhibits an en-
durance limit at the value of load (or of X) which yields a life of 108 cycles for Curve 1. For
Curve 2 the endurance limit specified in this manner is considered to apply beyond 2 x 107 cycles
(hence the portion of Curve 2 parallel with the X axis extending from N = 2x 107 cycles to oo and
passing through Curve | at N . 10® cycles). A line drawn from the 2 x 107 cycles point to meet
Curve | tangentially provides the next segment of Curve 2. The two curves meet at a value
for N of about 3x 10* cycles. For applied loads greater than that corresponding to a life of
3x 10° cycles, Curve 2 is made to coincide with Curve 1,

Analytically the relationship of Curve 2 can be expressed:

r
1

I
1

.
e .. I . D
’ . - o . (P o
. P A g . ey,
P « o« r do . e g i -
SODIERAS JUCTITANT. Ty

X A, B,InN (S)
N oh XiBe (6) RN

in the range 2-9145x 10° = N > 2x 10" or 0-1542 > X > 0-0393, where A4, is a constant of
value 1-04246 and B, is a constant of value 0-05967.
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For 0 0393\ s considered to be intinee.
Some ot the normahized torque vafues apphcable for selected values of N are compared in
the tollowimg table.

\ | \
,‘ Curve | i Curve 2
| |
Ex 10 0-0393¢ | 00393
2x100 . 0-0732 L 0-0393%!
| i
! !
Ix 107 ' 0-0957 L 0-0807
‘ -
|
29I X10" T 0S4 01542
| ~ )
Ix10° | 0-2333 0-2333
. t . . - R * 2
Ix 10’ 1 0-3717 0-3717
I x 10° i 05686 05656

*1 Fhese are made equal as indicated above.

= Curve 2 os made coincident with Curve 1.

For the range 4-039 - %+« 0-154 Curve 2 predicts more lite usage than Curve | and thus
Curve 2 s more conservative i that range. However Carve 1 does predict some fatigue hife usage
for 0 < 4 - 0-039 whereas Curve 2 predicts no usage in that range. While conservative within
the above range. Curve 2 represents a relationship that no physical system could obey by virtue
of the abrupt change tfrom intinite to finite fife that the relationship implies for an infinitesimal
change m torque loading

From the data dernved trom hite substantiation tests™ carried out on Sea King MRGB gears,
the vatues of endurance imit apphicable to all eritical gears were computed.  In cases where
no twlures occurted in tests mvolving at feast three gears o safe”™ endurance init was obtained
by applving aoscatter tactor of b 24 1o the test torque. Intests where fnlures occurred a scatter
facter of 30 aas apphicd o results for four or more gears were avanlable. Specific detatls on
e cndurance onts used torcompatations on the safe fives of ertical gears are given i Section 4.3,

Phe sate oe curves ot g 2 have been adopted inttially for use m life studies on transmission
components e Sca Kimg helicopters operated by the RAN.

2.2 Patigue Life Usage Estimation
I rom the vear fatizue dalie discussed in Section 200 1t can be assumed that the refationship
between torque foad £ and satv eycles at that torque is known. At this point it is worth defining
Ahte usige tam O v ndh indicates the current proportion of totad fatigue tite used,  Consider
the torque ranee to be aivided mto a number of narrow bands of mean torque vatue 17,75, ... cte.
Iahe eoar o subyedr too avddes wathun the 1) band, o eveles within the 7. band etel then it
I common practice to apph Atmer’s summation law '™ o guanufy the camulatne damage.
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where N, represents the safe life cycles corresponding to torque band T;.

When U - 1 or any other sclected value safe life is considered to be totally expended.
Westlands'' have summed the life fraction to 0-75 rather than 1-00 “to allow for the known
uncertainty of the cumulative damage hypothesis. It has been found that the damage sum is
about 1 -0 under fully random loading conditions but greater and lower values have been obtained
with sequential loading tests, depending on the sequence. However the loading of many heli-
copter components may be considered to be nearly random and this value represents a justifiable
conservation™.

Alternative gearbox maintenance policies, with quite distinct measurement and compu-
tation demands. can be adopted for gears subject to high cycle fatigue damage:

(i) Replace critical gears at the completion of a specified number of operating hours.

(1) Replace critical gears when the indicated safe lives for the particular gears have becn
cxpended.

2.2.1 Fixed Interval Replacement—Estimation of Safe Replacement Interval

It is current practice to replace fatigue-critical helicopter transmission components within
a specificd number of operating hours based on safe fatigue life estimations. To establish the
safe replacement interval it is first necessary to determine the applicable torque load spectrum
(a graph indicating the proportion of total flying time spent above specified torque levels).
If a statistical pattern emerges so that there is a correlation between sortie type and life expenditure,
then by measuring torque loads for a small sample of aircraft the load spectra and fatigue
damage which apply for the various types of sortic can be established. In such cases statistical
methods can be used to estimate the safe replacement interval for all critical gears. If most
fatigue damage arises during transient over-torquing incidents which cannot be correlated with
sortic types the above approach is unsatisfactory. In such instances it 1s not unusua! for gear-
boxes to be overhauled as a result of a single over-torquing event, particularly if considerable
fatigue damage is possible.

For illustration purposes a hypothetical torque spectrum graph for Sea King total torque
(Section 4.2) is drawn in Fig. 3. Only the shaded portion of the graph for which the torque is
above the “safe”™ endurance limit is relevant for fatigue life usage computations.

One way to establish the shape of the torque spectrum curve would be to continuously
record torque (on magnetic tape for instance) during flight and subsequently totalize times spent
above specified torque levels at the ground station data reduction facility. Such a method would -
result in the need to handle large quantities of basic data and its adoption was not considered -
- to be justified. K

J
J

Indicating equipment (Section 5) developed at these laboratories and installed in two Sea
King helicopters totalizes the time spent in cach of 10 contiguous torque bands and prints the
- totals after cach flight. To establish the shape of the torque spectrum curve (Fig. 3) it is essential
that torque be measured in bands below the endurance limit as well as above it. Because the high
] torque loads only are relevant for fatigue life usage considerations, the bands have been made -
narrower at the high torque end of the spectrum. Bands chosen for Sea King MRGB torque
measurement are indicated in Fig. 3.

PSRN

l. e

To compute fatigue life usage a finer resolution of torque is required than that represented

by the 10 torque bands (for which there is gencrally virtually no contribution from the upper

P two bands). A computer program® has been developed to interpolate at 17, rated torque
intervals between the broadly separated data points illustrated in Fig. 3.

i

Define ¢ (Fig. 3) as the proportion of time for which torque exceeds value 7. The pro-
portion of the tume for which torque has value between 7 and T+ AT is Aq (sec inset of Fig. 3).

At torque 7 the rate of life usage is given by r & where r is gear rotational speed and N s
| the safe cycles at torque 7.

e
NSRS

LIul 20 S e




am s aase g o

T(T(YF

The fatigue life usage AU which results due to torque developed in the range T to T+AT
is give' 'y

AU = UAq
N

where t is total operating time for the gear and N is the mean “safe” cycles within the torque
interval.

By summing contributions to fatiguc life usage resulting from torque in excess of the
endurance value Ty the current value of life fraction used U can be computed.

7o
. Aq
U = i 8
r N (8)

The above summation can be performed numerically by adding contributions for specified

»

torque increments (say 19, rated torque) above the endurance limit. Such a method was used
in the prediction of the safe life of Wessex gears. Ifg is known analytically as a function of torque
T the above summation may be expressed more conveniently by the following integral.

U=r1r TN da\,, ©)
I PRI
ES

The * —"" sign ahead of dg/dT is necessary since dg/dT is always negative (or zero).
The safe replacement interval 7y is the value of 7 for U = 1 (or any other nominated value

such as 0-75 used by Westlands). For replacement at {/ == [,

1

oo
A
r z /\7 (10)
— T

Tp =

—

T dg dT (n
, 4
T N dT
ES

2.2.2 On-Condition Replacement—Indication of Safe Lifec Expended in Individual
Transmissions

With the ever increasing cost of ownership there is a growing impetus in the aircraft industry
to look towards a maintenance policy which involves on-condition replacement of critical com-
ponents. Replacement of a transmission component subject to high cycle fatigue damage when
the indicated safe life for that component has been expended can be considered loosely as an
“on-condition™ replacement although there is, of course, no observable change in the com-
ponent behaviour. Torque load data can be handled in various ways to make possible a main-
tenance policy for which fatigue life usage of individual transmissions is monitored:

(i) Torque spectrum indicators can be fitted in cach helicopter in the flcet and a subsequent
ground station computer analysis along the lines indicated in Section 2.2.1 can be used
to estimate the current value of life usage U for the particular transmission components
of interest.




(1) An on-board computing system in each aircraft can be used for in-flight storage of
the total time spent in various torque bands above the endurance limit and at the
termination of the flight the fatigue life usage for that flight can be computed. To
eliminate the need for complex curve fitting techniques required in the ground
station analysis the torque bands can be made quite narrow (say 1%, rated torque or
less). If an clectromechanical counter readout of the current value of fatigue life usage is
required, this method has significant limitations as all the counters would have to be
updated at the end of the flight. Alternatively a printer or other device can be used to
output the fatigue life usage incurred for critical transmission components during the
current flight.

(111) An on-board computer in each aircraft can be used to estimate fatigue life usage during
flight and provide real-time indication of usage, with an electromechanical counter
readout for instance. A life increment computation can be performed at the data samp-
ling frequency. Complex curve fitting techniques required in (i) are not needed.

Approach (i) requires a maximum of airborne instrumentation and a maximum of ground
station support when compared with approaches (ii) or (iii). Approach (ii) can provide faster
in-flight data handling than (iii) but it requires significantly more data to be stored during flight
than approach (iii). Approach (iii) represents the simplest and most desirable solution.
Adequate dynamic response has been demonstrated for this approach so it has been used in the
Fatigue Life Usage Indicator (Section 5) for Sea King.

Computation requirements for approach (iii, will now be considered in general analytical
terms. Assume that the incremental fatigue life usage u is to be computed each time the relevant
transmission component torque 7" is measured.

u = N (12)

where

s is gear rotational speed,
/f1s number of torque readings taken per unit time (sampling frequency),

and
N is the *'safe” cycles at torque T.

For values of torque below the endurance limit N has infinite value and hence u is zero.
The current value of fatigue life usage U is given by

U= z u, (13)

ris a sample number suffix which has initial value | for a new gear with zero value of fatigue
life usage,

where

and
n is the current sample number.

When L' | (or other specified value) fuli life is considered to be expended. To take account
of significant variations in indicated life usage which could occur due to measurement errors
(Scction 3) the value of U for which full life is considered to be expended can be suitably down
rated. However the individual gearbox indicated-life replacement scheme should yield greater
average lives for fatigue-critical gears than the fixed-interval scheme since, to be conservative,
the latter must be based on extreme rather than typical load excursions. The use of an individual
gearbox indicated-life replacement scheme could allow the fatigue lives of critical gears to be
increased to such an extent that other factors such as wear cffectively limit the component life.

7
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In situations where significant fatigue damage is likely to occur during transient overtorquing
excursions the individual transmission monitoring scheme would be most appropriate. Without
such monitoring there is currently no acceptable way of assessing fatigue damage under such
circumstances and hence gear replacement is sometimes undertaken.

To take into account the effects of finite resolution of the measuring system some refinements
to the relationship expressed in equation 12 of this section are necessary. These refinements
are considered in detail in Section 3.3.

3. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS APPLYING TO TORQUE LOAD MEASUREMENT
FOR FATIGUE LIFE ESTIMATION

There is a number of considerations applicable to any helicopter transmission system
for which there is a need to measure in-service loads for fatigue life studies on critical components.
Of particular significance is the overall measurement precision as the indicated rate of fatigue
life usage can be significantly modified by measurement inaccuracies. Some aspects of the
torque load measurement which have significant bearing on the estimated rate of fatigue life
usage are considered in the following sections.

3.1 Effect of Absolute Measurement Inaccuracy on Indicated Rate of Fatigue Life Usage

The rate of fatigue life usage increases non-linearly as a function of applied torque in
excess of the endurance limit. In Fig. 4 the life usage per stress cycle (equal to the reciprocal
of N} is plotted on a linear scale as a function of applied torque for the Curve 1 and Curve 2
relationships (Section 2.11. Multiplying the life usage per stress cycle by gear rotational speed
yields the instantaneous rate of fatigue life usage. It is of interest to examine the amount by
which the measured rate of fatigue life usage (henceforth to be called the “indicated” rate of
fatigue life usage) is changed due to absolute or mean torque measurement inaccuracies. A simple
relationship does not apply as the difference in rate will be a function of the torque load spectrum
applicable to the helicopter transmission system. However the order of the difference to be
expected can be appreciated by assessing the differences which apply when some very simple
torque spectra are used as test examples.

To perform the required assessment the safe cycles versus torque relationships represented
by Curve 1 and Curve 2 (Fig. 2) or equations 4 and 6 (Section 2.1) will be considered. The
relationships may be rewritten:

Curve |:
I (__X)“- (14
N A,

for X =2 0.

Curve 2:
fIV: AX-ADBz o X/B2 (15)

in the range 0-1542 > X = 0:0393 and corresponds with Curve | for X > 0:1542. ¢, is a
constant of value 2-5879x 108,

Two simple torque spectra (Fig. 5) which can be readily represented analytically will be
considered. For the first spectrum the time spent in equal width torque bands within the torque
range extending from just below the endurance limit Ty to a value (1 +6) Tgg is the same for
all bands. For the second spectrum the time spent in equal width torque bands within the torque
range extending from just below the endurance limit Tig to a value (I +6) Ty decreases linearly
to zero at the high torque limit.
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If T} represents the maximum torque transmitted during aircraft operation then

Ty=(l+0) Ty
and
T
o=_"_1
Tgs

i.e. ¢ is the maximum value of X achieved.
Analytically the hypothetical spectra defined above can be represented by the relationships
given below.

Spectrum 1:

where

X represents the normalized amount by which the endurance limit is exceeded
(Section 2.1),

q is the proportion of time for which the normalized torque excecds the specified
value X (Section 2.2.1)

and
K, is a constant.
Spectrum 2:
dq K,
— = ——"(c—X 17
ax . (6—X) 17)
where

dq/dX has zero value at X = o and has value — K, at X = 0.
Note that by definition 0 < X < ¢ for the torque range of interest.

From equation 9 the mean rate of fatigue life usage W may be written:

w=Y
T
(" 20
1 d
LY, TES
" X
1 d
Wy, =r N(— d:‘"})dx (18)
J X

where X, and X}, represent the true bounds of the integration.

For Curve | X - 0 and for Curve 2 X = 0-0393 (Section 2.1). For both torque snectra
considered (equations 16 and 17) the maximum torque corresponds to X}, = 6. Thus

. a ‘..
1 dq S
| W, — - X 19
-7 f N( dX) 1) - 9
XL "e
c Y
If true torque T is read as T+¢ Tys where ¢ represents the fractional measurement error S ;

referred to the endurance limit 7y then the maximum torque will appear to shift from
T=({+0)Tgsto T = (1 +o0+¢)Tgg or from X — o to X = o+e. '

9
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The proportional change « in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to absolute
measurement inaccuracy is given by

Woeim Wy War,
W,

a = Wa

= 1 (20)

Using the relationships presented above, expressions for the proportional change « in the
indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to absolute torque measurement error & have been derived
in Appendix 1 for Curve | and Curve 2 relationships (equations 14 and 15) and for both torque
spectra (equations 16 and 17) considered.

As indicated earlier the Curve 2 relationship of equation 15 applies only in the range
0-1542 > X > 0-0393. At the value X = 0-1542, represented more generally in Appendix 1|
by the symbol X, Curve 2 meets Curve | tangentially and follows the Curve | relationship
thereafter. To take account of the abrupt change in the analytical expressions required to define
Curve 2 as the X, value is passed it is necessary to define « separately for normalized maximum
torque below and above Xy respectively.

The various expressions derived for « in Appendix | are summarized below.

Curve 1: Torque Spectrum |

1;(I+8)9-*l -1 @y
o

Curve 1: Torque Spectrum 2

£\B1 -2
a—<l+a> -1 22

Curve 2: Torque Spectrum |

Foro < Xy and (6+¢) < Xy

(,(d* £~ XL)By 1

= e-xub T (23)
Foro = Xy and (6+¢) = Xy
- (a:;.')j: :L“:LJ 1 24)
where
L, = XMB,H{Bz(B, +”(|~e-(xM-xu/Bz>~1} 25)
Xm

When the value of ¢ is in the immediate vicinity of X\, neither equation 23 nor 24 applies,
but « can be calculated using equations A16 and A17 derived in Appendix 1.

Curve 2: Torque Spectrum 2

Foro < Xy and (6+¢) < Xy

e(a+t-XL)/Bz (l +a+£“XL>

x— B/ (26)

X
(6~ XL1B2 _{ 4 + 4 L
e ( .
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Foro =2 Xy and (c+¢) 2 Xy

(G;C)BI+Z+L6<0'.;8>—L7
=M ML v3))

O \g,+2 g _
(Xm) +L6<XM) b
L, = (Bl+2>{82(§) + ”[ | —¢~ (XM=—Xu)/B2 ]—1} (28)
M
2 X
L, = (Bl+ 1){32 (;'2+2)|:(l—;:1“>e'(x"“x”/"‘ + FM—I]—I} 29)
M 2 2

When the value of ¢ is in the immediate vicinity of Xy neither equation 27 nor 28 applies,
but « can be calculated using equations A28 and A29 derived in Appendix 1.

The change « in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to absolute measurement
inaccuracy, as given by equations 21, 22, 23, 24, 26 and 27, has been expressed numerically
in Tables 1 and 2 for various values of ¢ in the range 0 < ¢ < 0-3 and for ¢ having values
+0-01, —0-01, +0-02 and —0-02. Numerical values for constants L, to L, (Appendix 1)
have been calculated and are given in Table 2. The « relationships have been presented graphically
in Figs 6 and 7.

The graphs serve to indicate that small errors in torque measurement result in very significant
changes in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage. In all cases the resultant changes are very high
for low values of 6. For any given gear train subject to high torque loading the normalized
endurance limit will be lowest for the most critical gear and hence that gear will have the highest
value of 6. In practical terms this means that variations in indicated rate of fatigue life usage
resulting from absolute torque measurement inaccuracies will be lowest for the most critical
gears which have the shortest fatigue life.

The graphs of Figs 6 and 7 indicate that the change « in the indicated rate of fatigue life
usage due to torque measurement inaccuracy is very nearly the same for the Curve 1 and Curve 2
relationships at high values of maximum torque (¢ > 0-2). At intermediate values of maximum
torque (0-05 < ¢ < 0-2) the magnitude of the differences between the two Curves tends to be
higher but the differences are not always in the same sense (sometimes Curve 1 yields a higher
value for x than Curve 2 and sometimes the opposite occurs). At very low values of maximum
torque (¢ < 0-05) the errors for Curve 2 are definitely higher than for Curve 1 (refer to Tables
I and 2).

The changes in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to torque measurement inaccuracy
are higher for Torque Spectrum 2 than for Torque Spectrum 1 over the full range of torque
considered (0 < ¢ < 0-3) for both Curve 1 and Curve 2 relationships. The differences become
very significant as the value of maximum torque is reduced (i.e. as ¢ — 0). It is normal for the
actual torque spectrum for a helicopter transmission system to be characterized by progressively
less time being spent within any specified width torque band as the torque is increased above the
endurance limit Tgs. Thus the absolute torque measurement error curves for Torque Spectrum |
represent unrealistically favourable conditions, so in practice the errors will be closer to those
given using Torque Spectrum 2.

where

and

For the RAN Sea King torque excursions above the endurance limit are rare. Under worst
conditions the value of ¢ is not likely to exceed 0-15 for the most critical gear. According to
the graphs of Figs 6 and 7 a 1%, torque measurement error is likely to produce a change in excess
of 20°%, in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage at that value of 6. Consequently there is a need
for fairly precisc measurement of torque so that results obtained for different gear boxes and
possibly by different operators can be meaningfully compared. Furthermore a knowledge of

I




N the accuracy of the torque measurement is required so that an adequate factor can be applied
to the total summation limit, especially when the fatigue life usage for individual transmissions
is monitored.

Alternatively, if the maximum measurement inaccuracy has been established the working
endurance limit can be lowered to take account of the measurement system inaccuracy. Under
such conditions higher accuracy will obviously allow higher average values of safe operating
life and thus reduce maintenance costs if a policy of replacement of individual transmission
components after service corresponding to the indicated fatigue life is adopted.

Significant inaccuracies in the measurement of transmission torque (after appropriate
sensing via the aircraft torque measuring system) would mean, in effect, that two instruments
monitoring the same torque data would be likely to indicate very different amounts of fatigue
expenditure. Any differences would, of course, have to be absorbed using whatever operating
method is adopted. However, it must be stressed that the inherent uncertainties of the estimated
T-N relationship together with the inaccuracies of the hydraulic torque sensing system may
have far greater bearing on the attainable gear life than any inaccuracies introduced in the esti-
mation of torquemeter pressure.

F The analyses carried out in this Section can be applied to assess the effect of a change in
¢ stress factor on the indicated rate of fatigue life usage. If 7y, is the maximum torque transmitted
in aircraft operation then
}
- T
L“‘“ o= "1
e Tes
[ T; -
; Tgs= = ]
r -]
» where 7y is the stress factor applied. Hence '._'
Ty o
g=y,. —I L |
Tex - ;

¢
e

If y is changed to a value (I +f)y then
6, -0 = By Tu/Ter (30)

where g, and g, are the initial and final values of o respectively. In practice the term yTy/Tgg is
likely to be very close to unity (has been taken nominally as 115 for RAN Sea King).

The change in value of 6 computed via equation 30 can be substituted for ¢ in equations 21,
22, 23, 24, 26 and 27 to provide the effect on the mean rate of indicated fatigue life usage due-to
a fractional change 8 in stress factor.

Any error in the estimation of the number of stress cycles which occur per unit time will
be reflected as a change in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage. Such an error could arise
from two causes:

.

.
)
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(i) Absolute error in the estimation of helicopter gear rotational speed.

(i) Absolute timing inaccuracy in the measuring system which has the same effect as an
error in the estimation of gear rotational speed.

P

However the speed or timing errors reflect only a linear change in the indicated rate of
fatigue life usage (a 1 speed or timing error will produce a 1%, change in the mean indicated
rate of fatigue life usage). Hence the accuracy demands for gear rotational speed and for torque
duration timing are not stringent.

As an cxample of the order of speed variations to be expected the relevant range is about
49, for the Sca King Mk 50 helicopter in normal operation.

3.2 Effect of Noise on Indicated Rate of Fatigue Life Usage

Any unfiltered alternating signal components which do not reflect true torque variations
will be referred to as ““noise”. Such components will have an effect on the indicated mean rate of
fatigue life usage. Becausc the rate of fatigue life usage increases with increasing torque, the
effect of noise (which by definition is assumed to have a mean value of zero) will always be to

12
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increase the indicated rate of fatigue life usage to a value above that which applies when no noise
is present. It follows that any estimates of safe life based on torque spectra established by
*noisy” measuring systems will be conservative.

The net effect of noise on the indicated mean rate of fatigue life usage will be a function
of the waveshape and amplitude of the noise, and of the torque spectrum which applies. To
obtain some analytical assessment of the order of change in rate to be expected as a result of
the presence of noise the analysis of the previous section relating to mean torque measurement
errors can be used to advantage. Hypothetical torque spectra (Fig. 5) as used previously will
be considered again here.

Any noise signal which is repetitive can be approximated as the sum of a number n of
rectangular elements (Fig. 8a4) of different amplitudes. For convenience the elements can be
made of equal width A@ (equal to 2n/n). Angle 0 is the phase of the alternating signal and is
equal to wr where w is the radian frequency and ¢ is the elapsed time. Consider initially just the
ith element (Fig. 8a) representing a torque deviation v;Tgs relative to the mean torque value.
The proporiion of time for which the torque deviation from the mean value falis within the range
of element v, is A0/2r or 1/n. The change in the mean rate of fatigue life usage due to the ith
element will be 1/n times the change which would result if level v; were applied continuously.

Using equation 20 and introducing the suffix N to indicate the change in the indicated
rate of fatigue life usage due to the presence of noise the following expression results for the

th element.
l wa +v
Axy = - 1

[

The net effect for the composite noise signal is obtained by summing the effect of all n
elements in the range 0 < 0 < 2n.

n

S )

i=1

The above relationship may be expressed in integral form.

2n
l Wu +v
an = .- Teingg (32)
2n fO w,

To obtain some analytical appreciation of the effect of noise a square wave noise signal
(Fig. 8b) of amplitude B T (peak to peak amplitude 28 Ti) will be considered. Such a noise
waveshape, although most unlikely in practice, represents the worst case waveshape for noise
of that amplitude. Using equation 31 the following expression results.

Ww,.
an = 0-5(”"’“’; ’ 4)—1 (33)

=05y ,5+%,-5) (34)

where 2, ,, and %, _, represent the values of a according to cquations 21, 22, 23, 24, 26 and 27
for e = +B and ¢ = —f respectively. a, ,, is always positive and a, _f8 is always negative

For the two T-N curves and for the two torque spectra considered in the previous section,
the increase in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage due to the presence of square wave noise
has been presented numerically in Tables 1 and 2 and graphically in Fig. 9 for 6 < 0-3 and for
B = 0-01 and 0-02. Clearly the effect of noise becomes less significant as ¢ is increased. In
practical terms this means that the fractional increase in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage
will be lowest for the most critical gears which have the shortest fatigue life.
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: The effect of sinusoidal noise may be estimated using the relationship of equation 32.
i Consider sinusoidal noise (Fig. 8¢) of amplitude § Ty.

{; - Vi = ﬂ Sin 0

. 2n

v l Wa +8 sin 8

g = a*+Bsinbyg

= ™= on jo W, ! 33)
-

Applying this relationship to equations 21, 22, 23, 24, 26 and 27 yields

Curve 1: Torque Spectrum |
2n . By +1
1 0>
ay = — J <1 LB ) d0—1 (36)
2n o

Curve 1: Torque Spectrum 2

2n : B1+2
1 AN
ay = J <1+/35'1) do—1
2n 0 o

Curve 2: Torque Spectrum 1

For (o +8) < Xy

) "2n
e(a—XL+ﬂ sin 0)/Bzd0 —l
2n J 0

oy = —1 (38)

e(a -XL)/Bz __ 1

I *2n
(o+Bsin 0)**1d0+ 1,

ay = ML, -1 (39)

Curve 2: Torque Spectrum 2

For (6 +f) € Xn

-
- 2n
. {21 f lte""x'-"‘“i" 0/82 __1/By(6— X +B sin 0)]d0}—l
n
£ - 0 : R 40
r. AN =- el? X2 _ /B (6 X )1 ! “0)
For(o -f) = Xy
'-"ft' *2n . i
1 g+ fisin0 M2y g c+psin0 a1,
}. 2n 0 XM XM
k IN - —1 (41)

¢ B +2 ¢
- L .
() i) =

When the value of g is in the immediate vicinity of Xy the Appendix | equations A16, Al7,
A28 and A29 can be applied as appropriate.

14




LI I B ar e Bl i Jeu Sl S el eh A bed Mt eall sl and tolh Aok cad Sed e A Bnd el stal el Ak sedl el Sk aal Sl Ak Sl Al tadl stef Sodt Snd Sl vl Al S Siall sl el Sdh i A g

Numerical integration methods can be used to evaluate the increase x, in the indicated rate
of fatigue life usage (as indicated by equations 36 to 41) resulting from superimposed sinusoidal
noise. As the increase in each case will be less than that applicable for square wave noise of
equivalent amplitude the integrals of equations 36 to 41 have not been evaluated. The effect
of noise of any arbitrary waveshape can be conservatively rated by assessing the effect of square
wave noise of equivalent amplitude.

The author has been involved in the measurement of torque in Wessex Mk 31B and Sea
King Mk 50 helicopters both of which are fitted with hydraulic torque sensing systems.

In the case of Wessex the torquemeter signal was validated'? by comparing it with a direct
measurement on a special main drive shaft fitted with strain gauge transducers. When rated
1009 torque was developed, dynamic components of true torque amounted to almost 29, RMS
maximum whereas noise components were as high as 14 %, RMS. The maximum signal frequency
of interest was considered to be blade passing frequency as the higher order harmonics had
insignificant amplitude.

It was not possible to perform a similar validation for the torque pressure signal for Sea
King. However when rated 1009 torque was applied the component of torque at blade passing
frequency (17 Hz) was found to be less than 1% RMS for all aircraft tested. There were no _
s components of significance at multiples of blade passing frequency present in the oil pressure )

signal. The maximum level of alternating components observed in the aircraft tested was about '
6% RMS when rated 1009 torque was being developed. Based on the Wessex work it was j
assumed that most of the alternating signal was noise. High attenuation of such noise components q
was considered an essential requirement of instrumentation used in fatigue life studies.

Because the amplitude of the noise signals can be quite high it is desirable that the measuring R
system be linear to prevent such signals giving rise to an apparent change in mean torque. -

The analysis of this section serves to indicate that superimposed noise transferred through R
the measuring system can produce a significant increase in the indicated rate of fatigue life usage. : J

]
y

P
-

¢

It is therefore desirable that alternating components which do not reflect true torque be
attenuated as much as possible in the measuring system. —

R R

3.3 Dynamic Response Requirements O

In all helicopters there will be alternating or vibratory components of true torque which are .
transferred through the transmission system. In contrast the ‘“‘noise™ components discussed -
in the previous section do not arise from true alternating torque. Attenuation of the alternating oot q
components of true torque, either due to limitations in the response of the measuring system '
or due to deliberate filtering, will cause the indicated mean rate of fatigue life usage to be lower -
than the true value. Quantitatively the reduction in rate can be assessed in exactly the same way Co j
that the increase in rate due to superimposed noise was assessed in the previous section. T

A component of torque at blade passing frequency (equal to rotor speed multiplied by : ‘4
number of blades) will always be present in helicopter transmission systems. For example, = ’
the passing frequency for Wessex is about 15 Hz and for Sea King about 17 Hz. All three genera- -_;:
tions of equipment developed at these laboratories for torque spectrum or fatigue life usage S
indication pass the fundamental component at this frequency without attenuation but to minimize R
the transfer of extraneous noise through the system low pass filters are used to attenuate any L]
signals above this frequency. The justification for this approach was given in Section 3.2. - JJ

From the above discussion it follows that a system bandwidth typically of the order of 20 Hz e
is required for instrumentation used in helicopter transmission fatigue studies. It is to be empha- a
sized that the dynamic response need arises only because of the non-linear relationship tetween Lo
torque and rate of fatigue life usage. If a linear relationship were to apply, the changes in fatiguc : .
life usage rate due to positive and negative excursions of the alternating torque component
would tend to cancel over a long period thus yielding a value of life usage which would be the
same as that which would result if the alternating component were completely removed.

To digitize the measured value of torque some form of analogue to digital conversion
with associated signal sampling must be used. Wherever the question of specifying a minimum
sampling frequency to guarantee some value of signal bandwidth arises, it is normal to take heed
of Shannon’s sampling theorem'? which states “Given a band limited signal f(r) containing no
frequency components beyond F Hz, f(r) may be recovered completely from the infinite sequence
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of impulse samples of f(r) separated by time intervals no greater than 1/2F second”. Thus for ' -j;: -
proper recovery of the alternating signal the sampling frequency must, in theory, be not less - .
than twice the highest signal component frequency. However special techniques must be used |

to recover the signal if the minimum sampling frequency is adopted. -

“Recovery” of the alternating torque is a requirement only if it is necessary to respond to L
instantaneous variations in fatigue life usage rates. If the alternating component amplitude at L
any given level of mean torque tends to remain fairly constant over the life of the gear then ’
a sampling frequency much lower than the highest component frequency of interest can be
used. Provided a large number of samples are taken over the relevant torque range the deviation
relative to any given mean value should follow a sinusoidal distribution (assuming any harmonics .3
of the blade passing component are removed by filtering) and over a long period should give .
the same net life usage which would result if a much higher sampling frequency were used.

The minimum acceptable value of sampling frequency cannot be clearly defined; it will
be a function of the torque spectrum applicable and of the requirement in relation to torque
transient response. Generally if much of the gear life usage occurs due to relatively few transient
excursions to high torque levels, for which the usage rate becomes very high, there may be
insufficient samples to obtain an accurate indication of usage if a low sampling rate is used.
Clearly there is no merit in deliberately reducing the sampling frequency if a higher value can
be accommodated without penalty. Broadly it may be stated that a sampling frequency of 100 Hz
should accommodate any application regardless of the torque spectrum applicable and should
place no special demands for signal recovery. On the other hand a sampling frequency of | Hz
say, would place significant restrictions on the torque spectrum which could be accommodated
and may be too low to allow high level transients, which may account for significant fatigue
life usage, to be followed.

In-flight measurements of the torque pressure signal on a sample of three RAN Sea King
helicopters revealed considerable variation in the value of alternating torque at blade passing
frequency. Differences were observed between the various helicopters tested, and between
port and starboard engine torques for each helicopter. In all cases the amplitude of the component
at blade passing frequency increased as the mean torque value was increased. The maximum
value of mean test torque used was 1109 rated torque and at this test torque the measured
range of peak to peak values of alternating component at blade passing frequency was 0-8 to
2-69%, rated torque.

The analysis of this section shows that attenuation and neglect of real components of
alternating torque can give results which are less conservative than those which take account of
these components. Life estimating systems must employ a sampling rate high enough to allow
transient excursions to high torque to be followed.

3.4 Considerations Relating to Measurement Resolution

All instrumentation developed at these laboratories for torque spectrum or fatigue life
usage indication digitize the value of torque measured using a voltage analogue to digital con-
verter (ADC). If the torque corresponding to a particular ADC reading i is 7; then the system
resolution can be defined as T,,, —7; where i is an integer. If an ADC reading of / is obtained
then all that can be deduced is that the true torque value T lies in the range T; < T < T},
assuming that the ADC is aligned in the normal manner such that a true torque input T; results
in the ADC output being just on the switching point i —1 — i. It follows that on the average
the torque will be underestimated by an amount equal to 1/2(7;, , —T;) (i.e. half the resolution).
Thus the magnitude of the mean underestimate is proportional to the system measurement
resolution,

For torque spectrum indication as implemented in the first* and second® generation indi-
cators developed at these laboratories, the full torque range is divided into only 10 bands.
Totalized times for all bands are thereby readily handled by front panel mounted electro-
mechanical counters. In these instances the mcasurement resolution is much coarser than that
provided by the ADC. Since there is no need to accurately measure instantaneous values of
torque but there is a need to accurately measure the proportion of time above specified band
limits, the low resolution measurement is quite satisfactory in this case. Basically it is essential
that sufficient points be obtained on the g — T graph (Fig. 3) so that a curve can be accurately
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fitted to establish the relationship which applies at intermediate values of torque between the
band limits. Once an adequate resolution to satisfy this condition has been established, no
improvement in measurement precision can be provided by increasing the resolution. However
any lack of precision in establishing the band changeover points will result in errors as discussed
in Section 3.1 being introduced. Hence for torque spectrum indication, high measurement
precision is worth striving for but high resolution is not.

For fatigue life usage estimation during flight much higher resolution is necessary if the
complex ¢ —T curve fitting techniques which can be readily applied in a ground based analysis
are to be avoided. However it is desirable that account be taken of the mean underestimate
which is a fundamental characteristic of the conversion process. For a narrow torque band
it can be assumed that, when considered over a long period, there will be equal probability that
the true torque have any value within the band. Consider the band bounded by T; and T;.,,
which is applicable for an ADC reading of i. A better estimate for the fatigue life usage «; per
sample is obtained by averaging as follows:

l ‘Ti-fl d 42
U, = - u T ( )
Tivy—T, T.
"Tivy
s i 1
= - dT 43
ST ,—T)) JT- N “
where
=3
u—fN

using equation 12.
Because of the non-linearity of the T— N relationship the above provides a better estimate
of fatigue life usage than a computation based on mean torque (T;+T;,,)/2.

For a linear torque measuring system the width of all torque bands will be equal and in
such cases equation 43 may be re-written.

¢ ‘T.+G I
= dT 44
P »

T.

where G is the torque band width.

To take account of an endurance limit Tg which has some intermediate value between T
and 7 the fatigue life usage per sample for an ADC reading corresponding to T is computed
as follows.

y 7 Lar (45)
Uy —
® T AT ~To) . N

If the 7~ N Curve 2 (Section 2.1) is used 1-0393 Ty is substituted in the above equation
in licu of Ty,

The general relationships developed in this section may be used for estimating life usage
from torque readings taken using a torque measuring system with finite resolution. These
relationships are further developed in Appendix 2. Specific details on the procedure employed
for on-board estimation of fatigue life usage in Sea King transmission components are given in
Appendix 2.
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4. SPECIAL DEMANDS FOR ESTIMATING TRANSMISSION FATIGUE LIFE IN SEA
KING HELICOPTERS

The torque load measurement requirements for the single-engine Wessex Mk 31B heli-
copter have been discussed elsewhere.* As this report deals more specifically with transmission ;
fatigue life estimation for the twin-engine Sea King Mk 50 the demands relevant to that '
helicopter will be considered in this section.

s
4.1 System of Torque Sensing ~é;
Engine torque is a parameter of vital significance to helicopter operators and is always o _‘]
displayed via cockpit meters to the pilots. Usually it is feasible to develop very high levels of S
torque and pilots are required to maintain torque below prescribed limits. Because torque has R
to be displayed to pilots a method of torque sensing is always included as part of the helicopter -3
transmission design. This is convenient for life estimation purposes as torque is a very difficult !
i quantity to sense as an "after-thought’. )
5 The Sea King is a twin-engine aircraft which employs a hydraulic system to sense the torque 4

developed by each engine. In principle helical gear axial loading, which is proportional to applied
torque, is supported by a ‘cushion’ of oil the pressure of which is proportional to torque. Torque

in the hydraulic torque transmitter lines are used to convert the pressure signals to analogue
voltage signals. An added advantage which accrues because of the use of the pressure signal
as input, is that the complete measuring system can be readily calibrated away from the aircraft.
Earlier measurements on Wessex'2 were used to validate the hydraulic torque sensing
system in that helicopter for both mean and dynamic components of applied torque. In that
validation program, a special strain gauged main drive shaft was used to transmit measured
torque to receiving equipment. The accuracy of in-flight measurement of main drive shaft torque
and of torquemeter pressure were each assessed as being better than 1°,. Torquemeter pressure
equivalent mean torque was found to exceed the directly measured shaft torque by an average
of 1-1°, rated torque and by a maximum of 2-49 rated torque. Very good agreement between
the two sensing systems was realized for the measurement of dynamic components of torque,
but low pass filtering of high frequency noise components in the hydraulic system was con-
sidered necessary. _
It was not possible to assess the accuracy of the Sea King hydraulic torque sensing system .. j
by an independent measurement of torque as was done for Wessex. Figures released by the air-
craft manufacturer on the calibration accuracy of the torque system tends to suggest a long L
term accuracy figure not better than +3%,. However, based on the Wessex measurement, IS
it is unlikely that the long term accuracy will be better than 2°,. Bossler!'® suggests a +2%/ T
accuracy for a similar hydraulic torque sensing system for a T53 engine. o
The transducer originally chosen for measuring the torgue transmitter pressure for each L
engine is a Bell and Howell Model 4-800 (Fig. 10) which is a strain gauge type with special _
vented gauge option (the pressure of interest is torquemeter pressure relative to ambient :'.'.7"1

3 pressure transmitters convert the pressure signals to analogue electrical signals in the form of -
}.: synchro angles which are taken to the cockpit torquemeters. L |
[ - To optimize the accuracy of torque measurement for use in the estimation of the safe fatigue R
3 life of critical gears the basic pressure signal has been adopted as the input to the specially

; : installed measurement system. High performance strain gauge pressure transducers inserted g

4

.
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pressure). This transducer has the following salient characteristics: s
(i) 10 VDC nominal excitation (15 VDC maximum). :

(i1) 350 ohm nominal bridge resistance. ]

(iii) 30 mV nominal fuil scale output (for 10 bar pressure). -.---f!

(iv) Natural frequency above 10 kHz. A
(v) Non-linearity not greater than 0:3% of nominal full scale output.

(vi) Hysteresis less than 0-1%, of nominal full scale output.
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(vii) Compensated temperature range —54 to +120°C.
(viit) Operating temperature range —-54 to +150°C.
(ix) Thermal zero shift within 0-009 % full scale per “C over compensated range.
(x) Thermal sensitivity shift within 0-009 %, full scale per “C over compensated range.

(xi) Designed to operate in severe airborne environment (high vibration, shock or
steady acceleration).

Based on the manufacturer’s worst case drift figures, 0-59; shift in zero and 0-59% shift
in sensitivity could occur over a 55°C temperature range. Two transducers of the above type
fitted in a Sea King helicopter for torque spectrum measurement revealed shifts in calibration
as tabulated below after 18 months operation.

Zero shift
Transducer Sensitivity
Relative to full scale Relative to 1009 shift
transducer output rated torque
Port engine —0-43%; —0-569%; —0-11%
Stbd engine —0-24Y; —0-33%, —0-07%

The shift in calibration, particularly the zero shift has been significant for these strain
gauge transducers over the specified interval. To reduce the effect of long term drifts, re-cali-
bration could be performed more frequently (perhaps half yearly).

It is appreciated that quartz resonator transducers with analogue frequency outputs could
have provided considerable improvement in long term stability and simplified the realization
of a high performance signal conditioner but the cost of these units was considered to be pro-
hibitive, at least during the prototype evaluation phase.

Normally torque is expressed in normalized form as per cent rated value, 100 %, rated torque
being a somewhat arbitrary figure which can be exceeded. For Sea King, torque transmitter
pressure is related to engine torque by the relationship:

1509, Rated Torque = 110 p.s.i. (pound per square inch)
Symbollically the relationship can be written:

P=0-7333T (46)
where
P = torque transmitter pressure (p.s.i.)

T = engine torque (per cent rated value)

The relationship between torque and pressure is very closely linear. Accurate calibration
of the pressure transducers is performed using a dead weight calibration. Because of the high
linearity of the strain gauge transducer relationship, transducer output voltage can be taken
to be linearly related to applied pressure. A computer program is used to establish the line
of best fit to the calibration points. The overall relationship between transducer output and
torque can be expressed:

er = mT+e, 7
where

e == transducer output in millivolt (mV)

7 = normalized torque (per cent rated value)

m - sensitivity factor (mV per °; rated torque)

¢, = transducer zero offset inmV.
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For the transducers initially used for in-flight fatigue life usage indication the following
constants apply for the initial calibration.

Transducer Sensitivity factor Zero offset
m e,
Port +0-1457 +0-129
Stbd +0-1338 +0-082

Because the overall system of converting torque to voltage for Sea King is linear, considerable
simplifications result in the calibration of torque spectrum or fatigue life usage indicators.
However, in general, a linear relationship is not necessary but the nature of any non-linearities
must be known and account taken of them. Other helicopter torque sensing systems (e.g. that
used in Chinook helicopter) provide relationships which are definately not linear.

Some early problems were experienced with the ingestion of corrosive contaminants into
the vented sections of the Bell and Howell transducers which are mounted in the Sea King .
transmission compartment. The transducers were subsequently modified by the manufacturers o
to include an integral vent plus cable which extends into the cabin area. For comparison purposes B
a second Sea King aircraft used in the transmission fatigue life estimation and evaluation program

has been fitted with the alternative Druck PDCRI120/WL/C transducers of similar type to the

= Bell and Howell ones. The Druck transducers are differential types which are purported by the
manufacturer to be designed to tolerate corrosive fluids in either pressure input. In this case |
one of the lines is vented to the cabin as for the Bell and Howell transducer. Both transducer ol

systems are being used to gather Sea King transmission load data at present and are performing
satisfactorily.

FUSIP Tl MY TS

4.2 Load Spectra Required for Estimating Safe Life of All Gears

For the Sea King transmission system (Fig. 11} comprising the main rotor gcarbox and
associated gears there are three torque spectra which must be measured to allow estimations
to be made on the safe fatigue life of all relevant gears.

(i) Spectrum of torque developed by port engine for gears at the output of that engine.

(ii) Spectrum of torque developed by starboard engine for gears at the output of that
engine.

(iii) Spectrum of total torque tor gears in the main rotor gearbox.

- Individual engine torques are not necessarily equal, although it is normal practice to keep
' them fairly well balanced. Single-engine flying is possible and indeed pilots are required to
regularly execute single-engine flying. Maximum permissible engine torque is different for
twin and single-enginc operation. Absolutc maximum ratings'® which apply for Sea King
Mk 50 helicopters operated by the RAN are reproduced below.
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Twin,Single Condition °/ Rated % Rated
Engine operation Engine torque | Total torque
Twin Maximum steady indication _ 111 111

Transient for not more than § second _1‘20 120
Single —Conlingency rating for c;ntinuous use 123 N 61-5

on failure of opposite engine

Contingency rating for 25 minutes on 135 67-5
failure of opposite engine

Transient for not more than 5 second 150 75

High levels of torque developed during single-engine operation produce high loads on the
gearing at the output of the associated engine but produce low loading on gears in the main
rotor gearbox. Normalized total torque is equal to the mean of the port and starboard engine
torques.

Torquemeters (Fig. 11) allow the torque output from each engine to be measured separately.
To establish the required spectra, the times spent in 10 selected bands for each torque are
totalized. Torque band limits for individual engine torque have been made different from
those applicable to total torque. The limits which have been used in the Torque Spectrum
Indicators® and in the Fatigue Life Usage Indicator (described in this report) are tabulated
below:

Band Individual Engine Torque Band Limits Total Torque Band Limits
Number (% Rated Torque) (% Rated Torque)
1 30-2-65 *15-2-47
2 65-83 47-71
3 83-95 71-83
4 95-107 83-95
5 107-119 95-101
6 119-128 101-107
7 128-137 107-113
% 137-146 113-119
9 146-155 119-125
10 > 155 >125

* This lower limit is chosen such that zero time is totalized when rotor power is not applied
(such as when electrical power is applied during ground tests without rotor power).

To measure the required torque spectra, three Torque Spectrum Indicators each fitted with
10 counters were used imtially.  More recently the Fatigue Life Usage Indicator has been used
1o totalize the contributions in all 30 torque bands for the current flight and print these out after
cach flight.

4.3 Particular Gears Selected for In-Flight Fatigue Life Usage Monitoring

In the Fatigue Life Usage Indicator (FLU Indicator) four gears, designated G1 to G4
(Fig. 11), have been sclected for in-flight fatigue life usage monitoring. Normalized torques
applicable to each of these gears are different and these gears represent the most critical ones
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for the particular torque loads. G3 used for summing the two engine torques is special in that
each tooth is subject to two load cycles per revolution. Information relevant to the selected gears
is given in the following table.

Gear Description Rotational Factored Factored Torque
Desig- Speed Endurance Base Loading
nation Rev/min Limit T Endurance

Average Values| Used for Limit T

for Normal (Fatigue Curvel (Tgs=
Operation | (Section 2.1) | 1-0393 Tyy)
(103-0% Used for

Rated Speed) Fatigue Curve2

(Section 2.1)

Gl Spur Pinion 19525 118-3 123-0 Port Engine Torque
$.6137.23051/2

G2 Spur Pinion 19525 118-3 123-0 Stbd Engine Torque
S.6137.23051/2

G3 Helical Gear 3291 114-0 118-5 Twoload applications
(Summing) per revolution
S.6137.23050/1 —Port and stbd

engine torques in
sequence

G4 Spiral Bevel 3291 104-9 1090 Total torque
Pinion
S.6137.23053/1

Endurance limits for the above table have been calculated from the basic gear test data®
provided by the manufacturer. Some minor differences relative to the manufacturer’s calcula-

tions resulted.
Fatigue life usage for G1 to G3 will occur only during single-engine operation (Section 4.2).
Single-engine operation is expected to occur for only about 0-89; of total flying time.

5. REAL TIME INDICATION OF FATIGUE LIFE USAGE

The fatigue life usage indicator, which represents the most recent instrumentation develop-
ment carried out at these laboratories for use in fatigue life studies on helicopter transmission
components, is described in this Section.

5.1 Background

As indicated previously two generations of helicopter torque load spectrum measuring
instrumentation have been developed by these laboratories for gathering data on Wessex*
and Sea King® transmissions respectively. Basically the second generation equipment, called
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S Torque Spectrum Indicator, is very similar to the first but includes necessary changes for twin-
engine torque measurement and some notable improvements which are summarized below .
:ﬁ (i) Incorporation of pressure transducers with improved long term stability.
- (i) Addition of excitation sense leads in the transducer cables so that system calibration
1 is unaffected by the length of the transducer cables which of necessity form a fixed
p wiring addttion to the aircraft.
P
’ (n1) Incorporation of a programmable read-only-memory method of selecting torque
ﬁ band Limits.
] (1iv) Replacement of 10 individual torque duration pre-counters with a single time-shared
X counter with subsequent saving in component count,
(v) Provision of alternate link connection to allow the instrument to be used for counting
level excursions rather than totalizing time,
One major drawback of the second generation equipment is that three instruments are
required to indicate the three requisite torque spectra (Section 4.2) for the twin-engine Sea King.
Because each spectrum requires the totalized times spent in each of 10 torque bands (Section 2.2.1)
to be displayed via cight-digit electromechanical counters, the whole of the front panel of the

instrument was effectively taken up by these counters. Hence there seemed little point in com-
bining the operations in a single instrument. Because of rapid advances in microcomputer
technology which occurred since the second generation equipment was developed it became
possible to combine the following operations in a single instrument.

o

(i) Provide in-flight estimation and indication of fatigue life expended for critical gears.

(ii) Store information on the requisite three torque spectra for post-flight readout.

Broadly the following general requirements must be met by instrumentation intended for
in-flight fatigue life usage computation.

(i) The mean or steady component of torque should be measured fairly accurately for
reasons discussed in Section 3.1. Ideally indicated life usage should be independent
of the specific indicating unit used. As stated earlier (Section 3.1) significant variations
from one instrument to the next will occur unless good measurement precision is
attained.

(i) Alternating components of torque, at least up to blade passing frequency (17 Hz
for Sea King), should be passed without attenuation (Section 3.3) to the analogue-
to-digital converter input. While it is possible to achieve a system bandwidth of this

;: value using a low sampling frequency, (Section 3.3) a sampling rate of 100 Hz has

o been adopted as that rate can be achieved without any hardware or software

Y

Y

penalty.

o (iii) Because system noise will increase the indicated rate of fatigue life usage (Section 3.2)
o it is important that alternating components which do not reflect true torque be
- significantly attenuated.

® (iv) Paradoxically, although it is desirable that mean torque be accurately measured,
4 comparably high measurement resolution is not a requirement (Section 3.4). A
resolution, referred to the analogue-to-digital converter of 0-6°; rated torque per
bit (as used in the second generation equipment) is considered to be quite adequate.

Requirements special to the program conducted at these laboratories in relation to the
safe life of Sea King transmission components are summarized below.

R g

(i) In-flight (real time) estimation and indication of the current value of safe fatigue life
d expended for four gears is required (Section 4.3). o

(i1) Print-out at the termination of each flight of totalized times spent in cach of 10 torque
. bands for the three requisite spectra is required. For convenience the torque bands
{ should agrec with those used in the second generation equipment.
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In addition, to provide compatibility with existing aircraft fittings installed in Sea King
for the second generation equipment, and also to minimize the resources necessary to realize
the new instrumentation, minimum hardware changes relative to the second generation system
were considered to be very desirable.

Third generation instrumentation, called a Fatigue Life Usage Indicator, developed to meet
the above requirements is described in the following sections.

5.2 Fatigue Life Usage Indicating System :".. o]
4

System instrumentation units installed in Sea King for fatigue life usage estimation and o
indication are shown schematically in Fig. 12. The strain gauge pressure transducers (Fig. 10) - a
are mounted in the port and starboard transmission compartments respectively. The other units
which comprise the aircraft installation are the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator 3
(Fig. 13), the Printer (Fig. 14) and the Terminator (Fig. 15). These units are mounted in the
port-side cabin compartment below the transmission compartment.

The Terminator provides convenient interconnection of system cables. Except for a small

v

relay circuit (Section 7) associated with the post-flight automatic print command, it contains L
L. only wire connections between chassis mounted connectors. -
: The Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator is the system unit developed at these o
L - laboratories for in-flight estimation and indication of fatigue life usage for up to four gears. R

More detailed information is given later in this section and in Sections 5.3 to 5.6.

The Printer comprises a Datel Model APP-20 printer slightly modified for airborne use.
At the termination of each flight when the aircraft is on the ground and fuel to either the No. 2
(starboard) or No. I (port) engine is switched off, a 28 VDC signal is transferred to the Indicator
to signify an automatic print request. At this time values of basic torque spectrum data, gear
fatigue life usage and flying time for the current flight are automatically printed. If printing of
these data were not required the printer could be omitted with no variation required to the

rest of the system. Alternatively the printer could be omitted from the aircraft instailation and :
a portable printer unit could be plugged in after the flight (before power is switched off) to extract RS
the data for the current flight. A cockpit-mounted ‘Print’ button allows the aircrew to initiate K|

manually an ‘early’ printout as soon as the aircraft has landed.

The Flight-Line Function Tester (Fig. 16) is used for ground functional tests of the system

The Fatigue Life Usage Indicator and the Printer can be directly substituted for two second
generation Torque Spectrum Indicators without any further change in the aircraft mounting

=
b and is therefore not required for airborne use. A description of the Tester is given in Section 6. ]
: ' Approximate dimensions and mass of the system units are given in the following table. SO
% S
T . . . -
, System Unit Approx. Dimensions Mass .
X (mm) (ke) |

..' Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator 320x 145x 127 6-10

- Printer 310~ 145% 150 4-34

q Transducer 140x 25x 25 0-15 .|
: Terminator 120x 57x 188 0-65 S
. Airborne System Cables 1-85 S
.- Tester 240 % 145% 236 313 T

. .o

Pl

3 ) hardware. Similarly the Terminator, although electrically different from the equivalent second ' .
t’ _ generation unit, is of identical sizc and has compatible mounting arrangements to that used in oL
9 the carlier unit. Transducers and associated cables arc identical to those used with the second Y
d . generation instrumentation. However other system cables are different. h
|

{ -
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Basically the Transmission Fatigue Lifé Usage Indicator, for which a functional block

schema is drawn in Fig. 17, comprises the following hardware items.
(i) Five front panel-mounted electromechanical counters (four to indicate total fatigue
life usage for four gears and one to indicate total flying time).
(i) Four external connectors for power input, transducer input, printer output and tester
output.
(iii) Five printed circuit card slots, four of which are presently utilized for circuits.
(iv) Power supply.

The printed circuit cards have dimensions 118x 125 mm approximately and plug into
44-pin edge connectors (22 per side). These circuits which are described in Sections 5.3 to 5.6
will be referred to by the functional names (Fig. 12) listed below.

(i) Transducer Excitation Generator.
(ii) Analogue Signal Conditioner.
(iii) Microcomputer.
(iv) Reset Signal Generator and Output Driver.

Except for the electromechanical readouts which make use of aircraft 28 VDC, all circuits
in the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator draw basic power from the aircraft 115 VAC
400 Hz supply (one phase only). Regulated supply units provide 415V for the analogue
circuits and +5 V for the digital circuits (Fig. 12). The Tester which plugs into the Indicator
draws current from the +5 V supply in the Indicator.

The Datel printer incorporates its own power supply capable of direct operation from
aircraft 115 VAC 400 Hz.

Power requirements for the various units in the fatigue life usage indicating system are
tabulated below.

Demand from Aircraft Supplies

Unit
Current from 115 VAC 400 Hz | Current from 28 VDC
Without Tester 113 mA 665 mA peak max.
FLU Indicator
With Tester 150 mA 810 mA peak max.
When printing 100 mA
Printer Nil
Not printing 30 mA
Terminator Nil Nil
Tester See Indicator above

Current drawn from the regulated supplies in the Indicator are summarized in the following
table.

Regulated Supply Current Demand
15V 135 mA
-15v 120 mA
+5 V (Without Tester) 505 mA
+ 5V (With Tester) 880 mA
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Complete details on circuits, components and system wiring are given by Krieser'® in a
complcmentary publication. A summary of the contents of that publication is given in the
Addendum.

5.3 Transducer Excitation Generator

Because the strain gauge transducer sensitivity (millivolt output per unit change in pressure)
is directly proportional to the bridge excitation voltage, it is essential that a highly stable supply
be used.

A voltage regulating circuit as shown in Fig. 18 is used to generate the required 10V exci-
tation. Input power is extracted from the -+ 15V supplies (Section 5.2).

To reduce the common mode voltage to zero (approximately) separate supplies of +5V
and - 5V relative to signal common are generated. Such an arrangement has the advantage
that any changes in common mode signal rejection with temperature in the following amplifier
(Section 5.4) do not translate as zero shifts.

The highly stable LM 723 is used as the basic rcgulating device. Excitation voltage level
for both +5V and 5V outputs is set via Ry, and balance of the two supplies via Ry,. ,
Complimentary transistors provide output drive power for the transducers. Excitation current L
for the 350 ohm (nominal) transducer is approximately 30 mA from each supply.

To allow the transducer excitation voltage to be precisely set, independently of the length of
transducer connecting cable used, sense leads from each supply have been taken right to the
transducer. Because the transducer manufacturers huve provided compensation to improve
the performance over a wide temperature range when constant voltage excitation is used, the
use of constant current excitation (and hence deletion of sense leads) was not considered to be a
viable alternative.

Independent excitation generator circuits conforming to the arrangement of Fig. 18 are
used for the port and starboard transducers respectively. If a common excitation circuit were
used there would have been a conflict with respect to the remote scnsing of the transducer
excitation voltage. The excitation voltage of one transducer only can be sensed by a single circuit.

.v‘.
FOTS,  FURRRIRY

PR Y )

5.4 Analogue Signal Conditioner

Transducer output signal amplification and conversion to digital form is achieved using
the circuit configuration depicted in Fig. 19,

As no cxternal pre-amplification is employed the incoming signal has a full scale range of
0-20 mV approximately (Section 4.1). Instrumentation pre-amplifier U/ is a differential input
type having low drift and excellent common mode rejection characteristics. Gain A, for the
pre-amplifier is set by the value of external resistance Rg and is given by

4= ;<:+2°°°°°> (48)
RG

where R, is expressed in ohm.

The 200 000 ohm value of an internal resistance gives rise to the constant term in the above
relationship. One major advantage of this type of pre-amplifier is that setting of the gain deter- -
mining resistance R, is not further complicated by the need for precise resistance balancing to 1
maintain high common mode rcjection, as applies for the more conventional differential _ %
amplitier, Pre-amplificr gain has been set to about 200 for the present application. B

Initially it had been decided that to maintain best common mode performance, no signal :

filtering would be incorporated in the pre-amplifier stage. However it was later found that some ]
high frequency (1 MHz for fundamental component) noise due to digital circuit switching A
was picked up on the incoming +SIG and  SIG lines from the transducer. As the frequency -]

@
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band for such noise was well outside the pass-band of the pre-amplifier (having cut-off frequency
of about 1-5 kHz at the above gain setting) it was first thought that such noise could have no
effect on the performance of the signal conditioner. Further tests indicated that although the
high frequency noise did not pass through the pre-amplifier, it did give rise to a small DC offset,
apparently due to some internal non-linearity. To eliminate this offset, bypass capacitors (Fig. 19)
had to be incorporated in the input signal lines right at the pre-amplifier input.

For reasons discussed in Section 3.3, limiting of the signal bandwidth to just above blade
passing frequency 17 Hz was considered essential. The output amplifier comprising U2 and
associated components forms a low pass filter having 3 dB bandwidth of 25 Hz approximately.

If the effect of the zero adjusting circuit is ignored the transfer function A4, (filter voltage
output divided by filter voltage input) for the filter can be expressed as the ratio of feedback and
input impedances:

a4, = — B : B S @9)
+ng1_R1 Rz 1 0 C; C3 Ry R,

R,+R, /U 1+jw(Cy+C3)R,

where w is the radian frequency.

The two frequency dependent terms in the above equation define the responses of the input
and feedback filter sections respectively. Hence the response of each filter section may be con-
sidered separately and the overall response obtained by multiplying the individual responses
together.

The overall rationalized gain modulus Ay (considered to be unity at DC) is given by:

! . l+{‘f)_(€,2,'*£§)£4}2_ R (50)
H_(wC,R,Rz 2 (1—@?C,C3R3R)? +{w(C, + C3)R,}P
R+ R,

AR:

It is of interest to define the frequency at which the second term peaks and the relative
amplitude of the peak.

Define
& = {(C,+ C3)Rs}? (5D
and
B = C,C3R4R, (52)

It can be shown that the radian frequency w, of the peak is given by:

-3}

_ I +awy?
Aro = \/ {(1 “ﬁwoz)z'*'“woz} G4

If it can be assumed that a <f then the following approximate expressions apply:

. and the amplitude of the peak by:

w® = (55)

Ago = \/(I+ﬁ) (56)
o
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Using the values indicated in Fig. 19 and substituting in the above equations yields the
values indicated in the following table.

Frequency (fy) of peak* Relative amplitude of peak

Exact Solution (Eqns. 53-54) 21-6 Hz 1-97

Approx. Solution (Eqns, 55-56) 23-3 Hz 2-28
* Where /; - @
2n

It is to be noted that the approximate solution provides figures very close to those yielded
by the exact solution.

In Fig. 20 the measured response of the individual filter sections together with that for the
composite filter are drawn. It is to be observed that the measured characteristic of the bridged-T
filter agrees closely with the exact solution predicted above.

Filter response is only slightly affected by adjustment of the gain trim resistance R,. Gain of
the filter stage has been set to 2 approximately in the present application.

The zero adjusting circuit takes care of any zero offset from the transducers and allows
the system zero to be accurately set to correspond, in the present instance, to +2:6%, rated
torque. Because of the need for very high zero stability, the well regulated EXCIT SENSE
outputs from the Transducer Excitation Generator (Section 5.3) are used to provide stable
reference voltages for the zero adjusting circuit as shown in Fig. 19.

Identical pre-amplifier and filter configurations are used for handling port and starboard
input channels.

Sequential selection of port and starboard channels is performed using the CMOS
(complementary-metal-oxide-semiconductor) analogue switch U3.

Analogue voltage to digital conversion is performed using U4 which has the following
salient features:

(i) Conversion is performed using the successive approximation technique and takes
20 us (8us version also available).

(ii) A full scale unipolar input range of 0 to 10V is handled.
(ii1) Output coding is complementary binary.
(iv) Resolution is 12-bit (1 part in 4096).

{v) A 12-bit parallel output and a serial output together with clock are available.

In the present applicat. 2 100 conversions for both port and starboard channels are
performed per second. Channel selection and initiation of conversions are controlled by outputs
CH SEL and COMMAND-TO-CONVERT from the microcomputer (Section 5.5).

Alignment of the signal conditioning amplifiers is carefully performed'® to provide an
overall sensitivity of 0-6% rated torque per bit as read by the microcomputer and to set
amplifier zero to correspond to 2-6%, rated torque. Since the four lowest order bits are not
read by the microcomputer the effective sensitivity relative to the 12-bit ADC output is 0-6/16
(equal to 0-0375) per cent rated torque per bit. These four bits of lowest significance, which
are displayed via the Flight-Line Function Tester (Section 6), allow the system to be accurately
aligned and shifts in calibration to be detected. The indicated torque is given by:

T 0-0375Y+2-69 (57
where Vs the ADC reading.

The converter also generates a serial output. To reduce the demand for external cable
conductors the serial output has been used in conjunction with the Tester (Sectioa 6).
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Some performance figures for the actual signal conditioning circuit were obtained.
K Measured overall linearity (transducer output to ADC output) was found to be within +0-15%
rated torque over a torque range of 1509]. Crosstalk was very low being less than 0-04%/ rated
torque for a full scale torque (1509;) change on the opposite channel.

Amplifier zero stability is the most important consideration for the signal conditioner.
Tests of amplifier drift with temperature over the range 0-50°C demonstrated that zero shift
in the pre-amplifier is the only variation worthy of consideration. Negligible shift in trans-
ducer excitation voltage and in amplifier sensitivity occurs over this range and any contribution
to drift from the output amplifier is imperceptible. A series of ten pre-amplifiers (type
ADS522AD—Fig. 19) were tested and yielded the following shifts over the 0 to 50°C temperature

ra A

"

L o an g
]

-rrv“v
A

range.

h Pre-amplifier No. 1 2 3 4 5
Drift referred to pre-

] amplifier output —=5-6mV | —17-3mV | —2-7mV | —-20-9mV | —20-5mV
Equivalent rated torque
approximately —0-17Y% —~0-529% —-0-089%, —0-639%, —0-629%,
Pre-amplifier No. 6 7 8 9 10

Drift referred to pre-
amplifier output +59mV | +3-7mV [ +2:9mV | +82mV | —19-0mV

Equivalent rated torque
approximately +0-189 +0-119; +0-09% +0-259% -0-57%

Considerable spread in draft figures is apparent and greatly improved performance results
if the pre-amplifiers are selected for minimum drift.

5.5 Microcomputer

The microcomputer system (Fig. 21} chosen for in-flight estimation of gear fatigue life
usage is based on the Motorola MC6800 microprocessing unit (MPU) and associated com-
ponents. This eight-bit processor is eminently suited to the present application which conveniently
requires eight-bit input and eight-bit output digital data.

Crystal controlled clock signals at 1 MHz frequency are provided by U2. An alternative
2 MHz clock signal generator is also available and may be used in licu of the lower frequency
clock if a high speed version of the MPU is used. However since adequate response to dynamic
components of torque is achievable with the lower frequency clock, it has been used in the
present application.

Results of fatigue life usage computations performed during flight and other data required
for post flight printout are stored in the 256 word (where | word = 8 bits) static random access
memory (RAM) formed by U7 and US.

Read-only-memory (ROM) devices U5 and U6, which are of the ultra-violet light eraseable
type, allow for program storage of up to 4K (4096) words. In the present application total
:_‘ program storage requirement is 2045 words, and hence only one ROM storage device U6 is

required.
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None of the microcomputer bus signals except RESET are used remotely. A single
peripheral interface adaptor (PIA) U9 provides all input/output communication for the system.
All input/output lines are utilized according to the specification of the following table.

Whether

PIA 1;0O1 used as Signal Description Comment
Line |Inputor

Desig- | Output

nation
PAO Input ADC Bit 0 All outputs from the
PA 1 Input ADC Bit | Analogue to Digital
PA2 Input ADC Bit 2 Converter are comple-
PA3 Input ADC Bit 3 mented
PA4 Input ADC Bit 4
PAS | Input ADC Bit 5
PA6 | Input ADC Bit 6
PA7 | Input ADC Bit 7 (MSB)
CAl Input Print Request Manual Positive transition active
CA2 Input Print Request Auto Positive transition active
PBO | Output | CH SEL (Port/Stbd) Print DO CH SEL =0 for Port
PBI Output | CTC (ADC Command to Print D1 transducer

convert) Print DI
PB2 Output | Gear | Count (1=true) Print D2 Status Bit PB7 selects
PB3 Output | Gear 2 Count (1 ==true) Print D3 either Normal (as indi-
PB4 Output | Gear 3 Count (l=true) Print D4 cated in left-hand
PB5 Output | Gear 4 Count (1 =true) Print D5 column) or Print mode.
PB6 | Output | Totai Flying Time (1=true) | Print D6 Print outputs DO to D6
PB7 Output | Status 0= FLU Indicator | =Printer are in 7-bit ASCII code
Character Enable
CBI Input | Printer Ready for Data (1=:Ready) Positive transition active
CB2 | Output | Printer Data Valid {0=Valid) Write strobe with MPU
clock restore

Lines PAO to PA7 are set under program control as inputs and are used to read the eight
bits of highest significance from the [2-bit ADC (Section 5.4). Lines PBO to PB7 are set under
program control as outputs which control analogue conversions, electromechanical counter
advances and data printout.

When status bit PB7 is O PBO controls transducer channel selection (port or starboard)
and PBI initiates conversions in the ADC. PB2 to PB6 control the electromechanical counters

which can be actuated asynchronously under program control. The duration of the readout
pulse is program controlled. Gear | to Gear 4 counters are advanced by one for each micro-life
unit expended and the Total Flying Time Counter is advanced by one for each second of flying
time elapsed.

When status bit PB7 is 1 data may be transferred to the printer. At the end of a flight
this bit is set and the printout is initiated automatically. Alternatively a printout can be re-
quested at any time by depressing a manual pushbutton external to the FLU Indicator.

These aspects of hardware performance relating to data input and output are controlled by
the software which is described in more detail in Section 8.
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Decoder U3 provides simple selection of ROM(, ROM2, RAM or [/O (PIA) according to
the logic levels applied to the 16-bit address bus A0 to AlS from the MPU. Under normal
operation, gate input G2 to the decoder is grounded so that the decoder outputs can be
expressed by the logical AND expressions below.

ROMI = VMA . Al5. Al4. Al] (58)
ROM2 = VMA . Al5. Al4. All (59)

I/O = VMA . Al5. Al4. All (60)
RAM = VMA . A15.Al4. All (61)

With the selection logic specified above the memory map below results.

Address
Address Range (Hex)
Device for Pro-
AlI5(A14|A13[A12|Al1{A10|A9(A8|A7(A6|AS5|A4|A3|A2|A1|A0| gramming*

RAMIU7|[ 0|0 | x| x]0] X |x{x]O0O|—|—=|—{—|~—]|—|—|0000-007F
RAM2(U8)| 0 |0 | x | x| O | x |x[(x|1l|—]—]1—|—|—]|—1—|0080-00FF
PIA (U9) 0|0 | x| x| 1| x}Ix|x|x|x]|x|x|x|[!]—]—]1804-1807t
ROMI (US)| I I x| x |0 —({—=[—=1—|—[—[—1—1—|—[—CO00-C7FF
ROM2 (U6)| 1 1 | x|{x |1 |—|—=|—=|—|—|={—1|—|—1—|—|C800-CFFF

‘%’ means ‘not decoded’.
‘—’ means ‘program variable’.

* These address ranges are the most convenient of those which are valid for all memory options.
t If alternative 4K ROM is used in lieu of the 2K ROM the logic levels applicable to All in
the above table will be transferred to A12. The designated PIA address for programming purposes
will be valid for either ROM.

Because some of the address lines are not decoded the memory will respond to a number of
bus addresses throughout the address space. For example ROM2 (according to the above table)
will respond to any of the following ranges:

C800—CFFF
D800—DFFF
E800—EFFF
F800—FFFF

Using the alternative link connection (Fig. 21) address line A13 may also be decoded so
that the logical AND of factor A3 needs to be introduced into equations 58 to 61. In particular
equation 59 becomes:

ROM2 = VMA | AI5. Al4. A13. All (62)

By decoding A13 in this manner the memory range is restricted to the lower 32K and hence
ROM2 will then respond only to the following ranges:

C800—CFFF
D800—DFFF

In the above instance the microcomputer will not respond to the RESET vector address
FFFE placed on the address bus at power-up or during alternative initialization. Such an
arrangement is convenient for initial program debugging using external test programs.
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To provide for future expansion and improved versatility of the microcomputer printed
circuit board when used in alternative applications, links have been included to allow type 2732
4K ROMS (in lieu of the 2K ROMS) to be accommodated using the same circuit with alternative
link to decode A12 instead of A1l (refer to previous table). Furthermore a 2K RAM (e.g. Texas
Instruments type TMS4016 or Hitachi type HM6116) can be used in place of either ROM with
alternative link to enable the WE (WRITE ENABLE) line to be decoded.

A reset signal RESET which is automatically generated at power-up (Section 5.6) and which
can be manually introduced from a pushbutton located on the Flight-Line Function Tester
(Section 6) is taken to the MPU and PIA for appropriate program initialization.

One of the design goals for the microcomputer was to produce a circuit for which all the
processing functions were confined to a single printed circuit board which would plug into the
44-pin edge connector (Section 5.1). In this way the need to buffer and transfer address bus
and data bus signals to external circuits would be obviated. The goal was indeed achieved with
considerable ROM expansion capability in reserve (only 2K of available 8K required for the
present application).

Because the address and data buses are local to the microcomputer board, an alternative
means of access had to be established for initial program debugging. By removing the MPU
from its socket and inserting a flat extension cable to an external development unit (Section 8.3),
complete with its own microcomputer and monitor program, the programs were initially con-
veniently checked and corrected using external RAM in place of the circuit ROM.

5.6 Reset Signal Generator And Output Driver

A functional schema for the Reset Signal Generator and Output Driver is drawn in Fig. 22.
This circuit performs two major functions:

(i) Automatic generation of a reset signal at power-up to initialize the microcomputer
program sequence at the correct starting address.

(i) Provision of circuits to interface with external equipment and with front panel
mounted counters on the FLU Indicator.

All circuits with the exception of those which drive the electromechanical counters derive
power from the aircraft 115 VAC 400 Hz supply. When power is first applied during the start-up
sequence the Vce (+ 5 V) regulator will take a small time to stabilize. During the stabilization
period the behaviour of the microcomputer is unpredictable. It is essential that the RESET
signal be held low until stabilization is achieved. Transfer to the program starting address will
occur at the instant RESET switches to the high state.

Voltage comparator Ul and associated components generate an appropriate reset signal
when system power is first applied. At the instant of switch-on Cl will be discharged and hence
the voltage level on the * - input to the comparator will be initially higher than that on the * +°
input. After a delay period equal to 0-7(CI)R1) (0-33s for the values shown in Fig. 22)
approximately the comparator will switch to its normal state and RESET will emain high
thereafter. At the same time relay K1 will be energized and will transfer 28 VDC from the
aircraft supply to the electromechanical counters and associated circuits. Diode CR1 allows
capacitor Cl to rapidly discharge through the circuits loading the +5V regulator when
115 VAC power is switched off.

During normal in-flight operation the INTERNAL FLU ENB line will be high and the
PB7 (STATUS) line low. Under such circumstances readout pulses appearing on the PB2
to PB6 lines (from the microcomputer) will be transferred via the optical isolators and
Darlington transistor drivers to the FLU Indicator counters. If the PB7 line goes high (as when
printing is in progress) the transfer of the puises to the FLU Indicator counters will be inhibited.
If the Flight-Line Function Tester is connected to the FLU Indicator the INTERNAL FLU
ENB line will switch low thus inhibiting the transfer of pulses to the FLU Indicator counter..
Operation as in this latter mode is required to prevent additional gear usage counts being regis-
tered on the FLU Indicator counters during system checkout.
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To meet the stringent demands of a high performance measuring system, a single point
connection of system common to FLU Indicator chassis (which is attached directly to aircraft
irame) is incorporated near the analogue signal conditioning circuit. To prevent ground loop
:urrent flowing through the system, the optical isolators (Fig. 22) have been used. The 28 VDC
return line is remotely grounded to aircraft frame. Manual and automatic print request lines
(Fig. 22) have similar isolation.

Flip-flop US accepts the pulse strobe input CB2 used to initialize the transfer of any given
character to the printer. When the printer returns a negative going DAC pulse to indicate
that the print data have been accepted the flip-flop switches thus terminating the Data Valid
(DAYV) input to the printer. The duration of the DAV pulse is fairly critical and is set by the
printer to 375 us approximately.

6. FLIGHT-LINE FUNCTION TESTER FOR TRANSMISSION FATIGUE LIFE USAGE
INDICATOR

6.1 General

The Flight-Line Function Tester (Fig. 16) provides a simple method of testing the fatigue
life usage indicating system. It is intended primarily for use at squadron level for testing an
installation in an aircraft. Such tests are required periodically on a routine basis and always
when the system is removed and re-installed in the aircraft. In addition the Tester can be used for
system calibration checks.

To perform a system functional test the Tester is simply plugged via an integral cable into
a 32-pin connector accessible at the front of the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator
(Fig. 13). System performance is completely checked by observing outputs on the front panel of
the Tester. All power for the Tester is taken from the Indicator via the mating 32-line cable.

Provision is made in the Tester to perform the following:

(1) Simulate specific torque values for each engine by applying resistive shunts from an
internal circuit board to port and starboard strain gauge pressure transducers.

(i) Display the full 12-bit output from the analogue to digital converter (Section 5.4)
in three-digit hexadecimal code using a light emitting diode display.

(i) Allow switch selection of external shunts, in lieu of the internal ones, for use in system
alignment (normally not performed in the aircraft).

(iv) Allow switch selection of Gear | to Gear 4 fatigue life usage tests which provide
clectromechanical counter readout consistent with simulated torque values.

(v) Provide switch selection of Total Flying Time test which is used to check that counter
advances at | Hz rate under computer program control.

(vi) Provide a manual Reset button which allows the program to be returned to the start
address whenever required.

(vii) Provide a manual Print button which allows the printer to be simply checked.

(viii) Provide test points which allow amplifier alignment and more extensive functional
checks to be performed.

Two plug-in printed circuit boards arce used in the tester:
(i) Transducer shunt resistance board.
(i) Digital test board.

The functions of these circuits will be considered in more detail in the following sections.
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6.2 Simulation of Applied Torque Using Resistance Shunts

r

r

‘t Any level of torque may be simulated using a shunt resistance across ane arm of the strain
f o gauge bridge in the pressurc transducer. Such a method is used to simulate values of torque
for test purposes. Switch selectable values of shunt resistance (Fig. 23) simulate values of torque
r sufficient to incur fatigue life usage for Gear 1 to Gear 4 (Section 4.3).

Values of shunt resistance may be accurately trimmed using potentiometers not shown in
Fig. 23. Analogue-to-digital converter readings corresponding to simulated torque values form
the basis for system calibration checks. However checking is limited to the signal path after the
transducer strain gauge. To check the pressure to voltage relationship for the bridge a dead weight
calibrator may be used.

When the Flight-Line Function Tester is plugged into the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage
Indicator the TESTER ENB line (Fig. 23) is normally switched high thus setting the selected
output line high. This property enables the various functions to be checked using a single
electromechanical counter in the Tester. Normally the electromechanical counters in the
Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator are automatically ‘frozen” when the Tester is connected.

Initially the settings indicated in the following table have been used. The resulting life
usage rate is a function of the endurance relationship (Section 2.1) used for the life usage
computations. To compute these rates gear rotational speed has been taken as 103-09 rated
value (mean for RAN conditions) as indicated in the table of Section 4.3.

{ 1
4 <
[ ] 4
H “
’ Gear 1 Gear 2 Gear 3 Gear 4 1
1 Parameter ]
Parameter L

Port Stbd Port Stbd Port Stbd Port Stbd

Test Torque

Setting 124-1%, 10-1% | 10-1% 124-1%,(122-9% 122-9%|117-5% 117-5%
FLU Rate 5-7+5-7

i Life/s 19-0 19-0 11-4 10-6
Counter Rate 16-7 Hz* 16-7 Hz* 11-4 Hz 10-6 Hz

{max. readoutrate) |(max. readout rate)

* Counting will continue when simulated load is removed until all life usage increments have
been registered.

If Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicators are installed in a number of aircraft a separate
shunt resistance board, trimmed to match the particular transducers used, will be required for
cach installation.

6.3 Digital Signal Handling
A functional schema of the digital board is drawn in Fig. 24. - .
To reduce the number of data lines connected to the Flight-Line Function Tester the serial
output from the analogue to digital converter is used rather than the 12-bit parallel output.

Using a series of delay circuits the serial output is appropriately clocked into the shift register.
A timing diagram for the signals of interest is presented in Fig. 25. The numbers within circles
in Figs 24 and 25 relate signal timing to circuit locations.

By using the retriggering capability of the monostable multivibrator devices, a gate signal -
CONV GATE is generated. This signal remains low while the serial data are transferred and
switches high a short time after the last data bit is transferred.

Transfer of the shift register contents to a light-cmitting diode display (three-digit) is
accomplished by the display strobe which transfers port or starboard channel readings according
to the setting of a front panel mounted sclector switch.
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A front panel mounted potentiometer allows the reading update repetition period to be
adjusted within the range 70 to 520 ms. Such a feature makes reading of the analogue-to-digital
converter output simpler under noisy conditions.

Any one of Gear | FLU, Gear 2 FLU, Gear 3 FLU, Gear 4 FLU or Total Flying Time
may be selected for test via the multi-pole switch of Fig. 23. A high state on the appropriate
enable (ENB) line connects that channel via the optical isolator and output driving circuit
to the resettable electromechanical counter mounted on the front panel of the tester. Transfer
of pulses to the counter occurs under normal program control. The pulse rate varies according
to the levels of torque simulated on the port and starboard input channels.

7. POST-FLIGHT PRINTOUT

The printer (Fig. 14) which as indicated in Section 5.2 is a Datel Type APP-20 slightly
modified for airborne use. incorporates a thermal type printhead. Standard 58 mm wide thermal
sensitive paper. which can be readily written on with pen or pencil, is used. The latter feature
is necessary as ground stafl are required to enter additional information in writing. Up to 20
characters may be printed per line. The maximum printing rate is approximately -5 lines
per second.

The printer is capable of printing any of the ASCII (American Standard Code for Infor-
mation Interchange) set of characters either line-by-line or character-by-character. However
the printer is operated only in the line-by-line mode in the present application.

The relative timing of the printer control signals is presented in Fig. 26. When the printer
is waiting for data it sends out negative going pulses (Fig. 26) at regular intervals on the READY
FOR DATA (RFD) line. This latter signal is inverted in the Reset Signal Generator and OQutput
Driver circuit (Section 5.6) and coupled to the Microcomputer circuit (Section 5.5) via the CBI
line. Before transferring a new line of data to the printer the program interrogates the CBI
input to ascertain whether the printer is ready to receive data.

To print a line of data the following operations are performed:

(i) The requisite seven-bit ASCII characters are sequentially transferred in parallel form
to the print buffer under the action of the DATA VALID (DAYV) signal.

(i) When the printer has accepted a character it signals the fact by setting DATA
ACCEPTED (DAC) low for a short interval (Fig. 26).

(ifi) The DAV signal is set low under the action of the CB2 strobe (Fig. 22) used in the
pulse mode. When a low transition is detected on the DAC line the DAV signal is
terminated (i.e. returned to the high state).

(iv) Prior to the transfer of each character the CONTROL CHARACTER ENABLE
line (referred to as PRINTER ENB in Fig. 22) is set high under program control.
Under these conditions printing of a new line (Fig. 26) will be initiated on receipt
of a carriage return character.

Depressing the manual PRINT button included in the modified printer hardware or that
on the Flight-Line Function Tester will cause a Manual Print Request to be unconditionally
transferred to the microcomputing system, To transfer an Automatic Print Request (which
should occur automatically after each flight) the following conditions, which are established
using a reed relay circuit in the Terminator, must be satisfied:

(1) Aircraft must be on the ground as sensed by a switch associated with the nose-wheel
of the arrcraft undercarriage system.

(i1) Fuel to erther No. 2 (starboard) or No. | (port) engine must be switched off via the
appropriate high pressure cock.
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The aircrew can over-ride condition (i) by depressing a *Print’ button mounted in the
cockpit. Such capability is sometimes advantageous when the aircraft has to take off again
quickly and also when a printout is required between sorties for which neither engine is stopped.

It is normal for fuel to be switched off No. 2 engine just after landing and for the aircraft ) "q
to taxi using No. | engine. Under true emergency conditions, when an in-flight engine shut-down )
is necessary, condition (ii) will obviously be satisfied before landing and printout will occur
automatically on landing when condition (i) is satisfied.

A sample printout is shown in Fig. 27. Readings from the counters on the Transmission
Fatigue Life Usage Indicator and flight identification data are entered by ground staff after each
flight in the appropriate spaces provided in the printout.
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8. SOFTWARE FOR TRANSMISSION FATIGUE LIFE USAGE INDICATOR

The airborne system requires a computer program stored in ROM (Section 5.5). Functions
of the program are:

(i) Real-time estimation and indication of fatigue life usage for the requisite four gears.

4

(i) Real-time indication of total flying time.
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H . 1] M
.A.;. e ‘4.,{(.'. s

(iii) Real-time storage of basic torque data for post-flight printout.

(iv) Post-flight printout of basic torque band data together with gear fatigue life usage
and flying time data for the current flight.

PETEPRIERS |

The basic computation philosophy is in accordance with that outlined in Section 2.2.2.
To take account of the finite measurement resolution the analytical techniques discussed in Sec-
tion 3.4 and further developed in Appendix 2 have been employed, System hardware decisions
(Section 5.5) form the basis for much of the system software development.

8.1 Fatigue Life Usage Computation Program

For reasons expounded in Section 3.4 high torque measurement accuracy is essential but
high measurement resolution is not. By utilizing the eight more significant bits of the 12-bit T
ADC output (Section 5.4) a resolution of 0-6%, rated torque per bit results. Such resolution for o
torque measurement is quite adequate for life usage estimation purposes provided allowance T

L
is made for the mean under-estimate applicable to such measurements. To accommodate worst 1
case conditions (Section 4.2) it must be possible to handle twin-engine total torque values at ]
least to 1239/ and single-engine torque values at least to 150%,. For the four gears of interest - %
(Section 4.3) the factored endurance limits (according to Fatigue Curve 1 relationships of _ _-‘:'_
Section 2.1) vary from about 105 for G4 subject to total torque to about 118, for G or G2

subject to individual engine torque. It follows that, based on 0-69 torque input resolution,
the number of input values which need to be handled for fatigue life usage computation purposes
will only be of the order of 50 for each of the test gears for Sea King.

According to the analysis of Section 3.3 the demands on sampling rate are not very stringent
although the system must respond to blade passing frequency (17 Hz). For each ‘sample’ both
torque inputs must be read and the usage for cach of the four gears computed. It has been
demonstrated that a sampling rate of 100 Hz can be readily achieved, so that value of sampling
rate has been adopted. The '100 Hz' rate is chosen specifically because the counting of time
periods is greatly simplified using such a figure.

Analytical computations according to the relationships defined in Section 3.4 cannot,
in general, be performed in real time at the 100 Hz rate if software computation techniques
alone arc used. Hardware elements now available for high specd computations could be used
but considerably more complex hardware than that discussed in Section 5.5 would then be re-
quired. On the other hand, analytical computations for the fatigue life usage per sample for values
of torque within the range of interest discussed above can be pre-computed and cntered as values
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in look-up tables (Appendix 2). Because all microcomputing systems are capable of very fast
acquisition of values stored in tables such a method has been adopted. Use of look-up tables
and of integer arithmetic allowed the 100 Hz sampling rate to be realized.

One practical disadvantage of the use of tables is that there may be a need for the tedious
repetition of the computation of table entries and their subsequent transfer to an assembly
language program. Even a slight change in the value of any of the basic parameters (e.g. the
endurance limit) can necessitate a repeat of the laborious computational process. To avoid
the disadvantages of the above approach a Fortran program'®'’ LIFCAL-FOR which runs
on a DEC system 10 computer has been written. This program accepts basic data (factored
endurance limit, gear rotational speed etc.) entered at the terminal, generates an output file
which s written directly in Motorola MC6800 assembly language and provides all the relevant
look-up values. .

Initially the Fatigue Curve 2 relationship (Section 2.1 and Fig. 2) has been used for computing
the table entries. Only a slight modification to the program is required to provide a table con-
forming to the Fatigue Curve | relationship. Outputs from the LIFCAL program for Gear 1
to Gear 4 are reproduced in Figs 28 and 29. The endurance limit T8 in these tables corresponds
to the factored base endurance limit T indicated in Section 4.3.

Each table entry is allocated two bytes (16 bits) of program storage. The fatigue life usage ]
per reading (i.e. for each 0-01 s for the current application) is represented by an integer between B
256 and 65535 (i.e. between 28 and 2!°—1). An arbitrary representation 500 is allocated for the :
second table entry. The first entry is special in that integration is normally over only part of a ’ i
0-67, bit width since the endurance limit does not normally reside on a bit boundary. Hence T
the first entry may have an integer value below 256.

If the usage per reading overflows the 65535 value the number is shifted eight bits to the
right and the fact is indicated by the entry at the earlier part of the table corresponding to the
'2-BYTE BREAKPOINT'. A micro-life fatigue life usage unit is represented by a six-byte

" ry?“ v
]
it
i

integer computed by LIFCAL and entered at the early part of the table. For the Fatigue Curve 2 a
relationship for Sea King this usage unit has four leading zeros. R
For the Fatigue Curve | relationship for Sea King and for other applications the ratio of ’
maximum to minimum life usage per reading may be much greater than for the present case. L]
In such instances a wider range of table entry values would result. The LIFCAL program has R,
been written with such broader applications in mind. Y]

Table entries for Gear | and Gear 2 are the same, hence three tables are required for the a a
airborne system. TS
The system software will provide a resolution of better than 0-2%, (i.e. one part in 500 ; .

where "500" is the second fatigue life usage entry in the tables) in the specification of the current
value of fatigue life usage for values of torque just above the endurance limit. As the value of "
torque is increased the resolution will improve, except that it could drop to a value not less than , ;
one part in 256 in the vicinity of a breakpoint, if the torque range were high enough to include o q
such a breakpoint. ]

An example of the use of the tables in the airborne system program is included in ]
Section 8.2.

8.2 Airborne System Program

The airborne system source program!'®'®* TRMLIF . M68 is written in Motorola MC6800
assembly language and includes the fatigue life usage tables discussed in the previous section.
Total program storage requirement is 2045 words (8-bit). As indicated in Section 5.5 there is
one peripheral interface adaptor (P1A) allocated for input/output according to the specification
given in that scction. The source program has been written with generous use of subroutines
to facilitate initial program debugging (Section 8.3).

The program may be divided into two broad areas:

(i) Regular handling of torque inputs and real time indication of fatiguc life usage.
(ii) Post-flight printout of information relating to the current flight.
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To accurately compute the number of stress cycles which occur per unit time (Section 3.1)
and hence to estimate the rate of fatigue life usage, it is essential that sampling for (i) be regular.
On the other hand the post-flight printout for (ii) can be performed without any restrictions
on timing.

Regular sampling and handling of torque data can be achieved in two basic ways:

(i) By operating the system in a non-interrupt mode and incorporating time delay
loops to guarantee that all program paths are suitably equalized to provide regular
sampling (once every 10000 machine cycles for 100 Hz sample rate and a
1-00 MHz clock).

(i) By dividing the clock frequency by 10* using external hardware and causing program
interrupts to occur at 100 Hz rate.

The former approach has been adopted for the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator
as it results in the simplest hardware. Although additional program instructions are required
for time equalization of all program paths there is no hardware penalty as the complete program
may be stored in a single 2K ROM. Initially there was some apprehension relating to this
approach as it was thought that the effort required to write and debug a program which would
have all paths time equalized may be considerable. However it was found that the uneasiness
was totally unfounded as both the initial program development and the later debugging pro-
ceeded smoothly with very little additional effort being attributable to the need for time equali-
zation. To achieve this result some special programming techniques were used and debugging
was greatly enhanced with the aid of a logic analyser.

Use of the more conventional interrupt approach still involves careful timing considerations.
Normally an interrupt program would require all possible paths to be executed before the next
interrupt occurs. However since execution times for the most common paths are significantly
lower than that for the longest path, it is possible that a higher sampling rate could be achieved
by stacking consecutive readings (with the need for more RAM storage possibly) and thus
enabling completion of program execution relative to a particular reading to be delayed to a
time later than the end of the sampling period associated with that reading.

A broad appreciation of the program operation may be obtained with reference to the flow
charts of Figs 30 to 41.

The major program paths arc illustrated in Fig. 30. START is the address of the instruction
executed when the RESET line (Sections 5.5 and 5.6) switches from low to high. It is auto-
matically entered at power-up and whenever the Reset button on the Flight-Line Function
Tester (Section 6.1) is depressed. During normal operation the subroutine FRAME is executed
repetitively at exactly 100 times per second. When an automatic print request is reccived at the
end of a flight, or when the manual print request pushbutton (on the printer assembly or on
the Tester) is depressed, exit from FRAME to the subroutine PRINT will occur.

There are six major passes (Figs 31-33) which occur within the subroutine FRAME prior to
exit. The value stored at RAM location CURADR (current address) is used by the program to
keep track of pass number. Actions which occur for each pass are summarizeed in the following
table.

In those sections of the TRMLIF program for which execution times are important the values
(in machine cycles) have been indicated on the flow charts (Figs. 30 38). For simplicity time
equalization paths have been omitted from these charts.

The main time delay of the frame which is entered unconditionally at SETRAT (Fig. 32)
takes 3191 machine cycles or 31:91 7, of the total frame exccution time. It follows that the present
program is capable of operating at 146-9 Hz frame repetition rate. There is therefore considerable
reserve capacity for any future program extensions.

Analogue channel advance, issue of command-to-convert signal 1o the ADC and reading
of the torque data are accomplished via the ADCONYV subroutine (Fig. 34) which is called when
CURADR has zero value. The resultant timing relationship for these signals s indicated in
Fig. 42.
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CURADR ACTION

0 Reads both channels of torque data, computes torqueband duration data,
handles print requests, totalizes flying time, handles flying time counter
readout and introduces the main time delay of the frame to set the rate to exactly
100 frames per second

Handles Gear 1 fatigue life usage computation and counter readout

2 Handles Gear 2 fatigue life usage computation and counter readout

3 Handles Gear 3 fatigue life usage computation for port engine torque loading
only and omits counter readout

AR - BNt~ 100
-

4 Handles Gear 3 fatigue life usage computation for starboard engine torque
loading and handles counter readout for both port and starboard loading

5 Handles Gear 4 fatigue life usage computation and counter readout

Subroutine FLUCH (Fig. 33) is used for fatigue life usage conputatiom and for advancing
the readouts for each gear. If torque exceeds the endurance limit for the particular gear, sub-
routine LIFRCT is entered. The current values of usage for all gears are stored as six-byte
(48-bit) numbers in RAM. If the usage value for a particular gear exceeds that which corre-
sponds to a micro-life unit of expenditure, the corresponding readout is advanced one count
and a micro-life usage unit is subtracted from the progressive sum via subroutine SUBTST
(Figs 33 and 38).

An appreciation of the way in which the look-up tables (Section 8.2) are to be interpreted
by the airborne system program can readily be obtained with the aid of a simple example. If
the eight more significant bits of the analogue-to-digital converter output for Gear 4 (Spiral
Bevel Pinion—Fig. 29), say, represent a value of 187 (decimal) the following procedure is followed
to compute the fatigue life usage for the current 0-01 s sample.

(i) The second entry in the MGBTBL. table indicates that the current reading of 187 is
not less than the endurance limit reading of 177 and hence some fatigue life usage
will occur.

(ii) The third and fourth entries indicate that the torque range for this table does not
include a two-byte or a three-byte breakpoint and hence the multiplication factor
for all table values will be unity (not 256 or 65536 as would be required if two-byte
or three-byte breakpoints respectively were indicated for certain readings).

(iii) From the table the entry corresponding to a reading of 187 is the integer 1185 (decimal).

! (iv) Entries 5, 6 and 7 in the table (i.c. values 0, 0 and 16295) indicate that a micro-life
. usage unit is equivalent to an integer value of 16295.

p
t- (v) The integer value to be added into a summing store each time a new conversion
:’ yields a reading of 187, is 1185.

!

(vi) Integer addition of the look-up table values is performed each time the converter
4 reading falls within the range of the table.

(vii) The value of the progressive sum held in the summing store is tested to see whether
a the micro-life unit value of 16295 is exceeded.

" (viii) If the value is exceeded the appropriate electromechanical counter reading is advanced
t» by one and the integer value 16295 is subtracted from the progressive sum.
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: . A separate summing store is required to minotor the fatigue life usage of each of the four
: selected gears.

Forque band limits (Section 4.2) are also stored as look-up tables in ROM. For each sample
period (0-01 s in this case) the bands within which the current torque values lie are ascertained
for each of the three requisite torque spectra (port engine, starboard engine and total torque
spectra). To accommodate the requisite 10 bands (Section 4.2) per spectrum three 10-element
storage arrays are used. The appropriate array element is incremented (an addition of one to
the element contents represents the addition of 0-1 s to the totalized time) at the sampling rate.
The totalized times that the torque falls within the various bands during the current flight are
computed at the end of the flight from the array element contents and form part of the post-
flight printout.

Each time the readouts are advanced the corresponding coils are energized for the duration
of three frames (0-03s). Subroutine OPTEST (Fig. 33) cnsures that at least another 0-03 s
elapses before another readout pulse can occur. Thus the readout pulse repetition period is con-
strained to be greater than or equal to 0-06s. Hence the maximum instantaneous rate of
expenditure which can be handled by the readouts is 163 micro-life units per second. Under
high torque load conditions it is quite possible for the computed rate of fatigue life usage to
exceed the maximum readout ratc. Buffer storage inherent in the six-byte value representing
current value of usage allows the excess usage to be stored for readout as soon as the torque level
drops. In the case of the Sea King gear tables (Section 8.1) the buffer storage exceeds the total
safe gear life value so there would be no chance of overflow from the progressive sum even if
very high torque loads were maintained for a considerable time.

It is essential that the readouts absorb any gear usage indicated in the progressive sums
before post-flight printout occurs. In practice such usage can always be handled since very high
torque loading never occurs just prior to the termination of the flight.

Separate flags IRQA1 and IRQA2 are set in the PIA whenever an external ‘manual’ or ‘auto’
print request respectively is received. These flags are examined via subroutine PRTENB (Figs
34 and 37) and if other conditions indicated subsequently are satisfied printing as indicated in

.,f.,,,._
e

"' ¢

Fig. 27 will be initiated. When printing is in progress normal torque measurement and life usage R
computation always cease until the printing has been completed. A
When IRQAL is set by a manual print request (either by pressing the pushbutton on the :_‘r,
Flight-Line Function Tester or that mounted at the rear of the modified printer) transfer to the }:-”:
PRINT subroutine will occur as soon as it is detected that all the electromechanical counters \

have been simultaneously inactive (coils de-energized) for the duration of one frame (0-01 s).

When IRQA2 is set under the action of an automatic print request meeting the hardware
conditions specified in Section 7, subroutine PRTENB checks whether the following conditions
monitored by software are satisfied.

1 e

' (i) A certain leve! of torque (50 % total torque for the initial program) has been exceeded
L since power-up (or previous print-out).

b

. ! .
BB TSR, Wik

(i) A certain time (five minutes for the initial program) has elapsed since power-up
(or previous print-out).

.
PR R

(i) Any life usage in excess of one micro-life unit which is still pending, or which is being
}- - regularly generated due to a high value of current torque, has been transferred to
. the appropriate electromechanical counter.

°
el

| (iv) All counters. including that which indicates Total Flying Time, have been simul-
taneously inactive (coils de-cnergized) for the duration of one frame (as for the manual
print request).

L

If all of the above conditions arc satisfied transfer to the PRINT subroutine will occur,

° The requircment for these conditions to be satisfied serves to climinate extrancous printing during .l
48 the start-up period. -':‘1
- If the printer is not connccted or is out of paper, the program will return after a nominal
:’ ) one second delay (Fig. 41) to normal operation without clearing the data stored in RAM. In
. - practice this means that a portable printer may be plugged into the Transmission Fatigue Life )
E" Usage Indicator after a flight and the data extracted using the manual print button to initiate
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the printout. Alternatively, if the printer runs out of paper during a printout it is possible to
insert a new roll and still obtain a complete printout using the manual print button 1o initiate
the printout. However as the data are stored in volatile memory not supported with battery
back-up power, it is essential that all the requisite data be extracted before power-down.

Fixed alphanumeric data for printout are stored as a print table in ROM. Numerical data
which require computation and suitable conversion for printout are accessed via subroutine
GETSUB (Fig. 40). A null entry in the print table causes the program to transfer to GETSUB.
There are nine separate computational/conversion routines required for the post-flight printout.
The routines are selected in sequence for each successive call to GETSUB.

During the normal flight, transfer of indeterminate data to the print buffer can occur as the
printer lines always follow the P1A outputs PBO to PB7 (Sections 5.5 and 5.6). Thus it is desirable
that the print buffer in the Datel printer be cleared at the time the PRINT subroutine is called.
A special feature of the printer is that the ASCII delete character (7F in hex code) will cause
the contents of the buffer to be cleared if the CONTROL CHARACTER ENABLE bit is set
(i.e. if PB7 is set in the present instance). Clearance in this manner is performed prior to the
transfer of any print characters.

8.3 Arrangement for Validating System Program J
Any microcomputing system requires an efficient arrangement for initially testing and editing !
programs. Altering of programs stored in erasable ROM is slow and cumbersome; hence it is
preferable to store programs in RAM when editing will be required. Since much of the system S
program relates to the specific hardware arrangement of the Fatigue Life Usage Indicator j"_"
(FLUI), it is essential that the test configuration be capable of transferring data to or from the o

PIA in the FLUL

A block schema of the arrangement used for system program checking is drawn in Fig. 43.
Special hardware referred to as an In-Circuit Emulator (ICE) has been designed and manufac-
tured at these laboratories for testing airborne systems of the type used in the FLUI. To imple-
ment the system of checking using the ICE a flat cable is connected between the ICE bus system
and the bus system of the FLUI. In practice the connection is made by removing the MPU
(Fig. 21) from its socket and plugging the cable termination directly into that socket. The erasable
ROM device is normally removed from the FLUI for system program checking. Care has to be
exercised in the allocation of addresses so that each element in the overall system has a unique
address.

Generation and editing of source programs written in Motorola 6800 assembly language
is performed using the teleprinter or visual display unit terminal connection (Fig. 43) to the main
computer (in this instance a DECsystem 10 manufactured by Digital Equipment Corporation).
Program assembly into a loadabile file is performed using a Motorola M68SAM cross-assembler
available from the main computer.

All processing is controlled by the MC6800 microcomputer in the ICE. The MICROBUG
8A monitor'®> ROM is plugged into the ICE and provides convenient operator interface.
It enables

QL

(i) Load files to be transferred directly from the main computer to RAM via the
RS-232 serial duplex interface to the ICE which includes an Asynchronous Com-
munications Interface Adaptor (ACIA).

i
iy

(i) Reading and modifying the contents of memory using simple commands entered
via the terminal device.

(iii) Execution of test programs via the simple command sequence * G XXXX where
*XXXX" is the requisite starting address.

For test purposes the airborne system program is stored in the ICE RAM which has con-
siderable storage reserve. Additional program sequences required for testing arc readily
accommodated.
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At power-up or when the RESET button on either the Flight-Line Function Tester or the
ICE is actuated, the program will return to the MICROBUG starting address and indicate its
readiness to accept operator commands by typing the prompt *** character at the terminal.

Adjustable solder links in the ICE allow different RAM address ranges to be selected. As
indicated in Section 5.5, a link connection may be arranged so that the Reset vector address
in the airborne systemi ROM is not accessed at power-up or when the system is manually reset,
Under these conditions it is impossible to operate the system program (stored in ROM in the
FLUI) under the control of the monitor program which is automatically engaged at power-up.

To facilitate program testing it has been found advantageous to make liberal use of sub-
routines in the system program. Simple test programs may be written to call individual sub-
routines for checking.

A logic analyser is regarded as an essential item of test equipment for efficient debugging
of programs. The analyser is connected to the address and date buses in such a way that the

: operation of both the FLUI and the ICE can be monitored in real time. In particular, in those
b sections of the program where timing is critical, it greatly simplifies the equalization of the
execution times of the various program paths.

9. SYSTEM OVERVIEW xh

9.1 Current Status of Transmission Fatigue Life Monitoring Program

Two Sea King aircraft operated by the RAN are currently fitted with prototype transmission
fatigue life usage indicating systems. Some large zero shifts were initially encountered in the
measurement of torquemeter pressure for the first system, due mainly to ingestion of corrosive
contaminants into the vented section of the Bell and Howell transducers and into the mating
connector assembly (Section 4.1).  Following modification of these transducers by the manu-
facturers the first system was re-installed in Sea King in July 1982 and has been operating satis-
factorily since then. The second system employing the alternative but similar type Druck trans-
ducers (Section 4.1) was originally installed in Sea King in March 1983 and has operated satis-
factonily since installation.

In-service torque load and fatigue life usage data which are automatically printed out after
each flight are regularly sent to these laboratories. It is envisaged that the load data will be used
to estimate the safe fatigue lives in operating hours for critical gears in Sea King helicopters
operating in the Australian environment. It is estimated that at least 500 hours of load data
must be accumulated before prediction work® with the aid of a ground-based digital computer
can proceed. At the present rate of data collection 500 hours should have been accumulated by _
late-19%4. A data base management program has been developed to facilitate storage and selec- e
tive retrieval of the transmission data.

Trends in the data gathered so far tend to indicate that fatigue damage occurs for less than
3 20", of flights. 1t may be difficuit to associate life usage with sortie type as was done for Wessex?
and hence fleetwide prediction may be very difficult. However this tyvpe of expenditure could be
readily accommodated in a program of individual transmission tatigue hfe monitoring.

Currently the RAN replace fatigue-critical gears on expiry of the *blanket’ life promulgated
by the manufacturer to cov r sortie patterns for all operators.  Furthermore RAN sometimes
replace gears after known overtorquing incidents as currently there is no accepted way of assess- .
4 ing damage under such citcumstances. Gear box overhauls may of course be undertaken because
of factors not related to fatigue life considerations,

RAN has indicated an interest® in promoting a scheme of individual transmission fatigue
8 monitoring for the whole Sea King fleet.  Of particular interest to the RAN s the anticipated
reduction in the number of very expensive transmission overhauls, including those which are
undertaken following isolated overtorquing incidents, e
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To implement a gear replacement policy based on estimated life expenditure of individual
transmission components it would be appropriate for the operator to seek formal or tacit approval
from the Aircraft Design Authority. It is possible that the operator could persuade his national
airworthiness authority to agree to the setting of fatigue lives which differ from those set by the
manufacturer. Currently there is no aircraft operator in the world who employs a maintenance
policy for which replacement of fatigue-critical gears is based on individual gear indicated life
expenditure.

Before an individual transmission fatigue replacement program could be implemented it
would be necessary to establish values of indicated life expenditure at which fatigue-critical gears
should be replaced. The values will be very much dependent (Section 3.1) on the accuracy
applicable to the torque load measurement. Currently the prototype systems are realigned if
the pressure-to-voltage relationship has shifted by more than about 0-59; since the previous
alignment. The systems have not been installed long enough to establish the period over which
the calibration is likely to be maintained within such limits. The accuracy of the aircraft system
of torque-to-pressure conversion is still being investigated (Section 4.1). However it is anticipated
that the overall torque measurement accuracy is likely to fall within the range 2-5 to 5:09.

The value of indicated fatigue life expenditure at which gear replacement should be under-
taken cannot be simply deduced from the attainable torque load measurement accuracy. An
analysis along the lines discussed in Section 3.1 would provide an appropriate derating factor
if the torque spectra applicable for all fatigue-critical gears were known.

An alternative simpler approach would be to derate the factored endurance limits for each
critical gear according to the attainable accuracy and replace gears when indicated fatigue life is
expended. However, if the gear fatigue relationships were re-estimated and modified for any
reason the value of indicated life for replacement purposes would need to be modified for all
gear boxes with partially expired fatigue lives at the time of the re-estimation. Hence measure-
ment of torque load spectra, at least on a sample of helicopters, is probably a wise precaution
in any event as it would provide the basis for a realistic upgrade of the replacement fatigue life
figure in such circumstances.

9.2 Applicability of Airborne System to Alternative Measurements

The system of transmission fatigue life usage estimation and indication as described herein
is directly applicable to any twin-engine helicopter with hydraulic torque sensing. Different
gear fatigue data relationships and different values of gear endurance limit will yield different
life usage tables but the LIFCAL . FOR program (Section 8.1) can readily accommodate such
changes. No changes to the system program except for the life usage tables would be necessary.

Fatigue life usage of single-engine helicopter transmission systems can, of course, be readily
monitored with the present system. However part only on the system capability would be utilized.

Helicopters which do not have a hydraulic system of torque sensing may require a different
analogue signal conditioner. Alternative methods of torque sensing may inherently produce a
non-linear relationship between torque input and ADC output. In such instances the non-
linearity would have to be taken into consideration when fatigue life usage table values are
computed. In other respects the present system program should be directly applicable.

If insufficient gear fatigue data are available to implement a fatigue life usage indicating
system the instrumentation described herein can be utilized solely to gather basic torqueband
data which are printed out after each flight. If desired more torquebands can be handled without
any change in the hardware.

Mecasurements other than gear-fatigue life usage or total time spent within the various
torquebands, can be made with the present airborne system hardware. For instance level excur-
sions, or more specifically the number of times a certain band of torque or other parameter is
traversed, can be readily counted. Total count values can be printed out after flight. Modified
software would, of course, be necessary.

Generally the airborne system can be used in any application which has definable compu-
tations to he made and for which the required amount of output data is not very extensive.
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While the basic fatigue life usage indicating system described in this report has been applied
only to airborne applications it can, of course, be cqually applied to other less stringent
applications,

9.3 Changes and Additional Capabilities Worth Considering for Any Future Developments

The basic system of gear fatigue life usage estimation and indication which has been des-
cribed in this report is applicable to any transmission system for which gear rotational speed is
constant. Helicopter transmission systems are well suited because gear rotational speed is essen-
tially constant,

The present instrumentation is not suited to the estimation of gear fatigue life usage in
mechanical systems for which significant variations in gear rotational speed occur. However as
indicated in Section 3.1 a 1V, inaccuracy in torque measurement could readily be equivalent
toa 25", maccuracy in speed measurement so it might be argued that speed fluctuations of + 20%/,
say. could with little effect on the indicated rate of fatigue life usage, be approximated by a
mean speed. In applications where the speed variations are very large it would be necessary
to measure geas speed and transter the measured value as an additional input to the micro-
computing system.  Although gear usage look-up tables could still be used, a multiplication
by the current speed value would be essential for each torque reading. From considerations
discussed in Section 3.3 it is probable that the sampling rate could be reduced to allow software
multiplication routines to be implemented with the present hardware for this purpose. If the
resulting response speed were inadequate to allow transients to be followed in a particular appli-
cation, a hardware multiplication capability might be necessary to allow the sampling rate to be
increased and the required speed of operation to be attained. Such a computing capability
would considerably extend the range of applications in which the system could be used. An
extension of the input data reading capability would be essential to enable gear rotational speed
to be read.

While the prototype fatigue life indicating hardware installed in Sca King has performed
well there are a number of changes which may be worth including in an advanced airborne
model,

The prototype system requires a signal conditioning card which plugs into the main Trans-
mission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator, to be adjusted according 10 the specific characteristics of
the associated transducers used to measure torquemeter pressure.  Since transducer in-service
characteristic changes and unserviceability have generated most of the maintenance demands
thus far. it would seem appropriate to arrange for transducer zero and sensitivity adjustments
external to the Indicator. In that way all Indicators would be interchangeable and transducer!
matching card combinations would also be interchangeable.

Although faultless operation of the electromechanical counters, used for cumulative fatigue
damage and total flying time indication, has been demonstrated in the airborne cnvironment
the Indicator size could be substantially reduced by the use of liquid crystal displays with long-
life battery back-up. The battery would allow data retention and display when system power is
switched off.

While the printer is a suitable unit for use in the carly development stage it does require
post-flight printout paper removal at least daily and periodic paper roll replacement. Further-
more great care has to be exercised to keep the printer mechanism clean and free of con-
taminants. A more robust system with data storing capability. such as could be provided by
semiconductor, magnetic bubble or magnetic tape cartridge systems would be recommended.
The stored information could be read periodically and transferred simply to a ground based
computer.

Inclusion of some Built-in-Test (BITFE) functions in the on-board Indicator rather than in
the Flight-Line Function Tester would be advantageous for maintaining the system functional,

Further refinement such as the inclusion of a real-time clock with battery back-up and the
capability to simply enter identification data would be advantageous. The clock could be used to
automatically log date-of-flight and take-off time. [dentification data would include gearbox and
aircraft numbers requiring initial entry only, and sortic type requiring an entry for each flight.
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The degree of conservatism applied in the specification of a safe fatigue relationship and the
inability to precisely measure transmission loads are factors which limit the period over which
fatigue-critical gears can be operated with confidence. Improvements in the estimation of the
safe fatigue relationship or in the accuracy of transmission load measurement would allow the
lives of fatigue-critical gears to be confidently extended.

10. CONCLUSIONS

(a) Fatigue life expenditure of helicopter transmission components can be estimated if sufficient
gear fatigue data are available and if the load histories for the components are known.

(b) The requisite gear fatigue data may be obtained from tests to failure on samples of gears
and from in-service experience.

(¢) Special torque data logging instrumentation must be fitted to one or preferably more heli-
copters in the fleet to provide details on the load history.

{d) In-service load spectra may vary significantly for different operational roles and hence it is
usually necessary for each operator to measure his own spectra.

(¢) Absolute torque load measurement accuracy should be optimized and high attenuation
of alternating noise components which do not reflect true torque should be provided.

(/) The torque load measuring instrumentation should have adequate bandwidth to pass
dynamic torque components, at least up to blade passing frequency (17 Hz for Sea King).

{g) The resolution of the torque measurement need not be particularly high.

() High precision in the estimation or measurement of gear rotational speed is not a require-
ment.

(/) For twin-engine helicopters, three torque spectra, those for individual engine torques and
that for total torque, are necessary for estimating the safe lives of all gears.

(/) Safe fatigue lives in operating hours may be predicted for critical gears using a ground based
computer analysis, provided in-service load data are available from sufficiently large samples of
sorties of the various types.

(k) Fatigue life usage for critical helicopter transmission components may be estimated and
indicated during flight with the aid of an on-board microcomputer provided adequate gear
fatigue data are available.

(/) Fatigue life usage indicators of the type described could be used for monitoring individual
transmissions and would enable an *on-condition’ maintenance policy to be implemented.

(m) The estimated safe-life of critical gears increases dramatically as the factored endurance
limit is increased (either because of an inherently high unfactored limit or because a low scatter
factor is used).

(n) To take account of measurement inaccuracies the summation of life fractions expended to a
value less than unity is recommended when real-time indication of gear fatigue life usage is
employed. The value may be set closer to unity for gears having relatively short fatigue lives.

(0) Gear life usage increments may be conveniently pre-computed and stored in tabular form in
the airborne system program used for fatigue life usage indication.

{p) Basic torque spectrum information may be printed out after cach flight and used for re-
estimation of safe-lives of critical components, as would be required if the gear fatigue relation-
ships were updated for any reason.

{¢) Airborne instrumentation developed primarily to provide real-time indication of helicopter
transmission fatigue life usage can be used in a variety of alternative applications with little
alteration.
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APPENDIX 1
Evaluation of Integrals for Estimating the Effect of
Absolute Measurement Inaccuracies

Using the relationships derived in Section 3.1, expressions.for the measurement error «
resulting from absolute torque measurement inaccuracy can be determined for the two torque
versus life cycles curves defined by equations 14 and 15 and for the two torque spectra defined
by equations 16 and 17.

(a) Expression for x for Curve | and Torque Spectrum |

Equations 14, 16, 18 and 20 (Section 3.1) yield the following expression for «.

*o+¢
J XBdx

o = 0 —1

[0
f X8 dx
0
SB|+1
= <l+a> —1 (Al

(b) Expression for x for Curve I and Torque Spectrum 2

To take account of the apparent shift of the upper torque limit from 67 to (6 +£)Tgs the
relationship of equation 17 (Section 3.t) for Torque Spectrum 2 needs to be modified slightly
as shown below.

dg K,
— A2
¥ <a+c X) (A2)

Equations 14, 17, 18 and 20 (Section 3.1) with the above modification then yield the following
expression for .

L)

o+¢
(0+e—X) XB dx
0
A= . —1
(42

0

£B|+2
_ ('%) - (A3)

J (e—X)XPdx

sl
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(¢) Expression for a for Curve 2 and Torque Spectrum |

As indicated in Section 3.1 (equation 15) the relationship

|
]V = Cz exlﬂz (A4)

applies in the range 0-1542 > X = 0-0393.

For generality the lower limit for X of 0-0393 has been defined by the symbol X in Section
3.1, For convenience the upper limit in the value of X for which the above relationship applies
will be defined as Xy (i.e. Xy =0-1542). Thus the above relationship applies for
Xy 2 X 2 X and the Curve | relationship (Section 3.1)

1 X\P
() A5
N A,

applies for X = Xy.

To estimate the measurement error o resulting from absolute torque measurement
inaccuracy it is necessary to develop a different expression for the case ¢ < X\, to that for
o> Xy

Equations 16, 18 and 20 yield the following general expression for a:

‘o+¢
dg\ 1
— — | -dx
[ (o

= - -1 A6
¢ dg\1 .y (A9
dX/ N
XL
For Torque Spectrum |
dq
ax = H
and hence
J‘a+e
|
dX
X N
2= L ;! (A7)
c
- dX
N
Xy

Each of the integrals in the above equation may be more generally defined as

A

"o
Li(n) = v X (AB)
Xy

where n = ¢ or ¢ +¢ as appropriate.

Because the anaiytical expressions (equations A3 and A4) which apply for 1/N in the ranges
X < Xy and X = X,, differ, the expressions representing the value of the integral /,() in the
ranges n < Xy and n = X will likewise by different. To distinguish between these a second
suffix will be added such that:

I,\(n) -~ I(n) in the range X, < n < Xy

0.
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I12(n) = Iy(n) in the range n > Xy
Thus for X < 7 < Xy

]
Iy(n) = C, % dx
Xy

— L,(e("_x”/sz-—l) (A9)

where L, is a constant given by

L| - (:szex"lBz (AIO)
Forn = Xy
Xm n XY\®
L) = C,e*®dx + (A—) dx
X X\
= L(n™*' +L;) (Al1)

where L, and L, are constants given by

b (5,4 04, "1

and

PR TR [y @1
M

since the curves represented by equations A4 and A5 coincide at

X = Xqn
ie.
Xu\B
C,efMmBz — [ ZM])
2€ (An

Using the relationships of equations A9 to Al3 the following expressions for the measure-
ment error o result.
For X, €0 < Xy and X < (6+¢) € Xy (¢ can be considered to be either positive or
negative)
_ hy(o+9) i
1,,(0)
e(0+c ~XL)/B2 __ 1

—1 (Al4)

6,(a—’(L)/Bz‘ 1

Foro 2 Xy and (64¢) 2 Xy

_ly(o+e)
1,5(0)
a (a+e)”'“+L3“

1
aﬂ|+l+L3 1 (A 5)
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Neither equation A4 nor A1S applies in the immediate vicinity of ¢ = X, but the general
expressions of A9 and All can be applied.
Foro < Xy and (6+¢) 2 Xy

__112(U+3)_ .
1\(0) q
L Bitl g )
_ ZL{(;:f)x”,,,f_ l’}}—l (Al6) .
1 pagpess
- o
L and fore 2 Xy and (6+¢) € Xy e
- - _Iu(o+e)
S 1,,(0)
Lo L (o+t~XL)/Bz_l - J
h = e By +1 }_] (A17)
_ Ly{o™ ™" +L;} -
g (d) Expression for « for Curve 2 and Torque Spectrum 2
;. . The general relationship of equation A6 applies for . However, as indicated in (), the - ‘
L. apparent shift in the upper limit of integration from o to ¢ + ¢ for the upper integral means that -
- the modified relationship of equation A2 applies for dg/dX. -
tt‘ Hence ;
= J‘a+s .
: 1 -4
(c+e—X)--dX J
X N -
a=""r ;! (A18) .o
o
—X).-dX
J (=X
Xy A
Each of the integrals in the above equation may be more generally defined as - d
"l | =
f(n) = (n—X)NdX (A19)
where n = ¢ or ¢ +¢ as appropriate. : j
In a similar manner to that used in (c) a second suffix will be used to distinguish between the T
integral which applies for i less than X,, and that which applies for n greater than X. - @
Thus S
-~ 1,,(n) = I (n) in the range X, < n < Xy
b and
; . ’ 1,,(n) = I,(n) in the range n 2 Xy. T
} " A
Py Hence for X, < n € Xu @
_r ]
h
} L) = (n—X)Ce*/d X :
, X, ]
} - (n-Xp)B2 _ n—Xy . . B
C = L4 ¢ 1+ 8, (A20) o
b .
- where L, is a constant given by .
- Ly = CB,% /P "
= = Byl (A21)
®
-
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XM " X B
I;,(n) = (n—X)e*PdX + ('I—X)(—) dx
X, Xm Ay

Bi+2
= L5{< %M) +L6(th;) —L7} (A22)

where L, L, and L, are constants given by
Cz XMZ eXM/B2
T (B +1)(B,+2)
XMBI +2
T (B 1B +2)4,
X B +2
M L,
B +2

Lo = @+ PO e |- (a29)

Ls

(A23)

and

B,%(B;+2) X\ oo Xu
= =2 T - Xm=XeyBz 4 "1 |—1 A25
L, =(B,+ ){ X, 1 B, e + B, (A25)

since the curves represented by equations A4 and AS coincide at

X=Xy

Xu P
C,eXWB2 — [ M)
2€ (Ax

Using the relationships of equations A20 to A25 the following expressions for the measure-
ment error « result.

For Xy €0 < Xyand X < (0+¢) £ Xy

_ hy(o+e)
15,(0)
e(a+:—XL)/Bz_<l +0'i%— XL)
= N j%-—-—l (A26)
o—
(6 -XL)/B2 _ 14+ — L
e <+ B, )
Foro = Xy and (6+¢) 2 Xy
B Izz(a-i-e)&
13,(0)
o+e\"*? o+e
() )
. M M 1 (A27)

T (o \P*? o
—L
(n)" i)+

Neither equation A26 nor A27 applies in the immediate vicinity of 6 = Xy but the general
expressions of A20 and A22 can be applied.
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¥ _ Lafo+e)_
3 1,(9)

Bi+2
f L ate +Lé<a;f;s —L,
. _ Xu Xw }_1 (A28)

and foro > Xy and (6+¢&) < Xy
_ 12!(0'-4-8)_‘1
1,(9)

L4{e(a+c—xu/nz _ (l +”+,6f’¥'-)}
_ B: J)_, (A29)
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APPENDIX 2

Estimation of Life Usage Taking into Account S
Finite Resolution of Measuring System |

It was shown in Section 3.4 that for an analogue to digital converter (ADC) reading ‘i’, .
the best estimate of life usage can be obtained by integrating and averaging the usage over the 9
specified torque band 7; — T;,, where T, is that value of torque which will produce an ADC R

output just on the switching point i— | — i. The following relationship for the life usage u; over ‘.”-'1
the sample period (i.e. the time between successive torque readings for the particular gear under - ;
consideration) was derived in Section 3.4 and given in equation 43. S 4
. Tir SR
u; = —dT (A30) o
AT -T) T N ]
-4
where .j
N is the “safe’ cycles at torque 7, o
s is gear rotational speed (revolutions per second),
and f is ADC sampling rate (samples per second). o
-
For convenience equation A30 may be rewritten in terms of the variable X (defined elsewhere |
as the normalized amount by which the torque exceeds the endurance limit).
; Ko ) C
u; = —dX
SXi— X)) X. N
@
where ' i
T, ; i
X,= 1 (A32) R
TFS . -.i
and T is the ‘safe’ endurance limit. - '
=l
Curve 2 (Section 2.1) has been initially used for life studies on Sea King main rotor gear box SRR
components and will be used for the subsequent analysis. For this curve no life usage occurs R
for X < X (Section 2.1) and coincidence with Curve 1 applies for X = Xj,. : j:
The function N(X) included in equation A31 does not remain invariant over the full torque : ]'
range of interest but follows the relationship defined in Section 2.1 and reproduced below. ®
A] Bi '.j"':' .:
N = Jemw
( X ) BEh
for X = Xy g 1
N = A2 —X)B; J
for X, < X € Xy .
In Fig. 44 the bit boundaries corresponding to the finite resolution ADC output, are illus- '
trated graphically in the torque range of interest. In gencral the limit X, below which no life o
b, B
‘ ®
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usage occurs and the value Xy at which a change in the function N occurs, do not normally
reside on bit boundaries. It follows that there are four zones (ZONE | to ZONE 4—Fig. 44)
each requiring slightly different treatment.

For X; > X and X;,, < Xy (ZONE 2—Fig. 44)

s " Xisa B
U, = o eXiB g x
(Xis)—X;) fet?P2 X;
- (X SXB;feAz/Bz(eXMIBZqex,/sz) 3
i+l

For X; < Xy < Xis; (ZONE 1—Fig. 44)
; Yoo
Ui = e 2dX
(X;H_Xi)feM/Bz X,
s B, Xi+1/B2__ ,Xi/B;
= 27 +1/B2__ A34
(Xi+1"Xi)feM/Bz(e ¢ (a9
For X;,, > Xy (ZONE 4—Fig. 44)

s Xi+l 8
U=- °- XPdx
RC AR AV VLI B

_ § B+l __ y Bl
"(&H—Xi)f(e,ﬂm."’(x'“ X ) (A33)

For X; < Xy < X4, (ZONE 3—Fig. 44)

Ky | XM X/B l Xi+l B
il - 2 N X !
U (Xisy— X;) f |25 ¢ d“A."‘ ax
X; Xy

s B 1
= (XHV] _Xi)f{-eAzlzazlieXM/Bz _eXI/Bz:I+_(Bl +—_1)A18||:Xi+ le +1 _XMBx + l:I} (A36)

For real time computational purposes it is more convenient to express the life usage u; in
terms of T; and 7, rather than X, and X,,;. From equation A32:

T.
X, = o
Tgs
Tys = Tes(l + X)) (A37)

Where Tys is the ‘base’ torque limit below which no life usage occurs for the Curve 2
relationship.

To conform with limits defined by Westlands® the parameter Tyg will be used rather than
T in the following analysis:

Ths
= (1 . A38
T H—XL( + X)) (A38)
Xi“—"I+XLTi’| (A39)
BS
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1+X
Xig— X = T MLy =Ty (A40)
3

For convenience the following functions will be defined:

Hy(T) = /%
— U +XUT/Tos=11/B2 (A41)

HI(T) = (Xi)B'H

1+ X, Bi+1
=|(-="")T—1 A4
[(5291] )

Equations A33 to A36 may be redefined as follows:
For T, < Tge < T4, (ZONE 1)

u; = K KysTas{ Hy(T4,) —€*+/%2} (A43)
For T; > Tys (1 + Xy)/(1+ X ) and Tiyy < Tgs (I + Xy)/(1+ X) (ZONE 2)

u; = K\ KysTa{ Ha(Tis ) —Hy(T3)} (A44)
For T; < Tgs (1 + X))/ (1 + X)) < Tiyy (ZONE 3)

W = szrns{Kz(eXM/Bz_Hz(Ti))+K3(H1(T1+ l)_XMBl+l)} (A45)

ForT, > Tys  (ZONE 4)

u; = K KysTyg{ H (T ) —H(T3)} (A46)
where
!
K= A47
TS+ X )Ty T (A47)
B
K= uarn (A48)
i
(A49)

K., —
P(B+ A

Using equations A43 to A49 the life usage over an ADC sample period may be computed
provided the relationship between torque values T; and ADC reading i is known. These equations
are quite valid if the relationship between T, and / is non-linear. However, if a linear relationship
does apply (as for the system of torque measurement in Sea King—Section 4.1) some simplifi-
cation in the computational procedure does result.

A linear torque measurement system may be defined analytically by the following relation-
ship:

T, = Gi+T, (A50)

where G is the sensitivity expressed in units of rated torque per bit and T is the value of torque
which applies for an ADC reading of zero (i = 0).

It is normal to express torque as a fraction or percentage of rated value (i.c. rated torque =
1-00 or 100%). For convenience T,, G and T, will be expressed in that manner. For the system
of fatigue life usage computation for Sea King the values for G and Tz are:
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G = 0-006 rated torque per bit
T, = 0:026 rated torque

For a linear measuring system the term 7;,,—7; can be replaced with the constant G and
equation A47 becomes:

1

K= st xe (A1

In practice it is necessary to establish the ADC readings (values of integer variable /) which o
correspond to the four ‘zones' (Fig. 44) each of which requires different analytical treatment. For SR
convenience define a continuous variable y which replaces integer variable / in equation A50. :

Thus
T—T, ‘ i
= - A52 -
y G (A52) =

where T is torque expressed as a continuous variable.

The values of y for X = X (i.e. T = Tg) and for X = Xy (i.e. T = Tys(l + X/l + X))
are required. These will be defined as y, and y, respectively.

Thus
Tas—T,
= B§G 'z (AS3)
and )
Tas(1+ X)/(1+ X)—T
3, = Bs( w/( Lz (A54)

G

Normally y, and y, will have fractional components. To comply with the ADC integer
values indicated in Fig. 44 the boundaries of the bits within which y, and y, reside may be
expressed as

n<y < (ntl)

(n+r)y <y, <(n+r+1)

where # and r are integers.

The ranges of ADC readings (integer variable /) corresponding to the four zones are tabu-
lated below.

Zone  Corresponding ADC Reading(s)

i=n
n+)y<i<(n+r+l)

i—=(n+r)

iz @m+r+1)

SN -

Values of constants which define the relationship between torque and ‘safe’ cycles are given
in Section 2.1. A summary of these values together with the values of associated constants
defined in this Appendix are tabulated below.
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Constant Value Constant Value
A, 48-90 X 0-1542
B, . 2-5846 f* _BO‘H; -
A, 1-04246 K. * 1 ~6036/~‘
B, | 0-05967 K, I 5;42: I:) -
X, . 0-0393 K, |'2003>:|o<‘

* All constants in this table except for f and K, are independent of
the torque measuring system. K, includes a measuring system
sensitivity factor as well as the ADC sampling rate term /.

The values of some of the constants referred to in this Appendix vary according to the
particular gear under consideration. For the Sea King transmission life studies discussed in
this report, the lives of four gears (G1 to G4—Section 4.3) are considered. Values of the relevant
constants are tabulated below. To obtain the values of n and n+r, equations AS3 and A54 are
first used to compute y, and y, which are then truncated to the requisite integer values.

Transmission Component
Constant

Gl G2 G3 G4
Tgs 1-230 1-230 1-185 1-090
s 325-4Hz 325-4Hz 54-85Hz 54-85 Hz
n 200 200 193 177
n+r 223 223 215 201
r 23 23 22 24

ey

The fundamental equation A30 and those developed in this Appendix for computing the
increment of life usage over an ADC sampling period, express the usage as a fraction of unity
where ‘unity’ represents total safe life. For the Transmission Fatigue Life Usage Indicator
(Section 5) full life is conveniently represented by a count of 10° on the electromechanical read-
outs. Hence in that case one count represents one micro-life unit of usage. In general the total
count corresponding to full life can be represented by any desired integer value ;. By adding
the suffix 'R’ to the life fraction increment u; the usage over a sample period can be expressed in
terms of readout life units (or ‘counts’):

- Ly (ASS)

As outlined in Section 2.2.2 summation of life fractions to a value less than unity may
be desirable. In practice this can be conveniently achieved by totalizing readout life units to a
specified value less than L. As noted above Ly has value 10°® for the Sca King application.

To simplify the airborne system program (Section 8.2) and to allow high computation
speed it is desirable to express the readout life increments as the ratio of two integers.
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J (AS56)
Uu. = -—
® Ly a
where J; is an integer which varies according to the ADC reading / and L, is a constant integer. .

By expressing u;, in this manner, integer arithmetic can be readily implemented to compute
life usage. In the airborne program (Section 8.1) developed for the computation and indication
of the life usage for Sea King transmission components, the value of J; corresponding to i = n+1
{Fig. 44) has been made equal to the integer 500 (i.e. J,,, = 500). The value of L, may in that

i
case be computed as: .
J
Ly= "' (AS7) . }
Lty T

where u, ., is calculated according to equation A44 putting i = n+ 1. The value of »n is deduced
from equation A53, and has been tabulated above.

In practice L computed in this manner would normally have a fractional component but
negligible error results if the value is rounded off to the nearest integer.
The values of Ly and of associated parameters used to compute its value are tabulated
below for the four gears Gl to G4 referred to earlier. 4
L
Transmission Component - q
Parameter ST
Gl G2 G3 G4 S
Ly 108 10¢ 108 10°
Tos 1-232 1-232 1-190 1-094
ly.2 1-238 1238 1-196 I-100
Uy 1-7470x 1077 1-7470x 1077 3-0857x 1078 3-0683x 1078
St 500 500 500 500
Ly 2861 2861 16203 16295

The value of L, and the range of values for J; (obtained by putting J; = LyLu; where
values of u; are derived from equations A43 to A46) are pre-computed (Section 8.1) and entered
into look-up tables (Figs 28 and 29) which form part of the airborne system program. The L
entry and the range of J; entries are clearly identified in Fig. 29.

Table entries J; corresponding to ADC readings i are summed using integer arithmetic.
The sum is progressively updated for each ADC reading of torque for the particular gear under
consideration, the value of the sum is compared with the integer value L, and if it exceeds Ly
the appropriate readout is advanced by one count and L is subtracted from the progressive sum.
Such operations can be performed simply and executed at high speed.
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RESET CA1 CA2 PAD-7 PBO—7 CB2 CB1
U U9 MC6821
50 D7 CSP |
32 PERIPHERAL RS1 e
RESET INTERFACE .
i ADAPTOR RSO i70
R/W (P1A) CS2
E iRQ
U8 MC6810A
___§ DO — D7 A0 — A6 [
RAM
RIW 128x 8 cs3 | _
- CS3 [
cso T52 | RAM
U7 MC6810A
i_gi D@ — D7 A AO— A6 [
_ | a7
—] AW 128x 8 ST —
cso Cs2
U6 2716
DO - D7 o AD— A0 d
ROM
~ 2K x 8 cE ROM 2
E —_
OE
U5 2716
DO — D7 —ou AD— A10 I€
_ 2K x 8 CE ROM 1
3 l
OE
Y6 Y7Y0 Y1
U4 MC6800
DECODER
Za DO — D7 AD— A10 A B CGI1G2
RESET A1l F'_—} \ ‘l
R/W MPU A4 i
- DBE A15 :?.
VMA
@ A13 oV
. 01 iRQ
U3
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U1
SN7404N
FIG.21 MICROCOMPUTER FUNCTIONAL SCHEMA

: ‘;' ., ’
a Ao

1
i

)




+28VDC
—o00
Vee (+6V)
- o ~r—
c1 R2 K1 RELAY

VOLTAGE
COMPARATOR

) I: RESET
e g

GROUND LOOP

CR1
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MANUAL RESET OV (DIG COM) I"
U2 COUNTER
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| pp——
TESTER FLU1 ! | 1 T —70-
q |
PRINT D2 I | | o
PRNTZ 1 ! >
| ' |
I ' | -
| | : .
I l - K
) } } TOTAL FLYING . .‘
f ,_-;__ TIME | T
TESTER FLU 6 | > e
I U3
PRINT D6
DARLINGTON
TRANSISTOR ARRAY
PB7/STATUS NSISTOR AR
PRINTER ENB 28 VDC RETURN

10K

R4
NAL FLU EN8 l—

.

28VI18K

PRINT REQUEST MANUAL I_F____}_’_
PRINT REQUEST AUTO &

R6 U4
28 V_[- 18K OPTICAL

D _ CA1
D . CA2

| ‘L 28 VDC RETURN

—— — — — — —— — —— —— — — — g—— c—

ISOLATORS
HCPL2531 | Ve RE N
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. FLIP
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- CR >—
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1 ns Retrig _r ns Adjustable
) SN74123 DUAL MONO
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SEA KING TRMLIF 01

L ]

BAND

PORT-0
PORT-1
PORT-2
PORT-3
PORT-4
PORT-5
PORT-6
PORT-7
PORT-8
PORT-9

STBD-0
STBD-1
STBD-2
STBD-3
STBD-4
STBD-5
STBD-6
STBD-7
STBD-8
STBD-9

TOTL-0
TOTL-1
TOTL-2
TOTL-3
TOTL-4
TOTL-5
TOTL-6
TOTL-7
TOTL-8
TOTL-9

DURN (SEC)

5694.09
3007 .40
0396.61
0050.74
0009.33
0004.10
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00

4956.44
3204.31
0310.77
0005.09
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00

5321.02
4108.30
1856.32
0202.13
0001.23
0000.06
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00
0000.00

GEAR FLU
G1 00012
G2 00000
G3 00017
G4 00000

TOTAL FLYING TIME

11490 SEC
3.1914 HR

AIRCRAFT NO. N/6 -//8
DATE: 9~ 7-80
TAKE-OFF TIME: ///5"
SORTIE TYPE: G.£~P

COUNTER READINGS

GEAR 1: 2876
GEAR2: 2798
GEAR 3: 70/4
GEAR 4: /207
TFTIME: /9902

ABOVE SECTION IS
FILLED IN AFTER
THE FLIGHT

FIG. 27 SAMPLE OF PRINTER OUTPUT
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LIFE TABLE 2 INPUT SPUR PINIOM $6137.230%1/2

THE FOLLOUING OUTPUT FROM 10 PROGRAM LIFCAL
PROVIDES TABLE ENTRIES FOR THE FATIGUE LIFE USAGE
INCREMENT PER SANPLE FOR VARIOUS LEVELS OF TORQUE
LDADING.

X = ¥T/JE-1 VHERE “TE" 1S CURVE 1 ENDUR LIW

T8 = (14xL)eTE WHERE “1B* 1S CURVE 2 Enluk LIM
N2 (Rl1/X)eeB) FOR X > xn

N = EXPoa(iA2-X)/B2) FOR X < XN

U = F/140e520)

Al o 48,90 Bl » 2.3846 A2 s 1.0423 B2 = 0.05967

IL = 0.039) Xi = 0.1542

T » NORWALIZED APPLIED TORQUE (100T TORQUE =1.00)

N = TOTAL SAFE FATIGUE CYCLES AT TORQUE T

U » FATIGUE LIFE USAGE PER ADC SAMPLE AT TORQUE T

18 = NORMALIZED (FACTORED) ENDUR LIN = 1.2300

TH = NORWALIZED wAx TORGUE OF INTEREST = 1.540

S§ = GEAR KOTATIONAL SPEED (K.P.W.) = 19525.0

F = ADC SAMPLES PER SEC (FOR EACH TORD) = 100.000

6 » ADC SENSITIV FACTOR (NORA TORD/BITY = .00800

12 = TOROUE FOR ZERO ADC OUTPUT = L02600

K = READOUT UNTT (LIFE=10eek COUNTS) = &

R« READOUT ADDRESS CODE (HEX) 404

SETBL FCB 804 DUTPUT ADDRESS CORE
FCB 200 LIWIT BELOU WHICH FLUZO
FC8 238 ND 2-BYTE BRKFT,255:DUNNY
FCB 255 NO 3-BYTE BREPT,25S:LusnY
FUB 0 UPPER 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
FoB O WI0DL 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
FU8 2862 LOWER 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
FUB 157 ADC = 200 ($CB) TRO = 122.4 1
FUB 500 ADC = 201 ($C9) TR = 123.2 2
Fos S44  ADC = 202 ($CA) TRQ = 123.8 T
FUB €93 ALC = 203 ($CB) TKQ = 124.4 1
FoB 445 ADC = 204 ($CC) TRD € 129.0 1
FOB 702 ADC = 205 ($CD) TR = 125.6 T
FoB 765 ADC = 206 (S$CE) TKO = 128.2 X
) 32 ADC = 207 (.CF) TKD a 124.8 T
Fob 906  ADC » 208 (§DO) TRO = 127.4 1
Fub 987  ADC » 209 ($01) TRQ = 128.0 %
FDB 1074 AUC © 210 (4D2) THD = 128.4 I
FoE 1169 ADC = 211 ($D3) TRO = 129.2 2
08 1273 ADC = 212 ($D4) TRQ = 129.8 X
FUb 1386 ADC = 213 ($DS) Thu = 130.4 1
F08 1509 ALC » 214 (4D} TRO » 131.0 %
F08 1643 ABC = 215 ($07) ThD = 131.6 1
F05 1788 ADC = 216 ($D8) Tho : 132.2 2
Fu 1947 ADC = 217 ($D9) THD £ 132.8 1
Fub 2120 ADC = 218 (bR TPD = 133.4 X
F0B 2387 AUC = 219 (10K) TRD = 134.0 2
Fip 252 ABC 5 220 (4UC) ThO = 1344 X
Fl 2736 AUC € 270 (4D0) 1RO = 135.2 Z
Fub 2927 AUC = 222 ($UE) TRO = 135.8 1
Fub 1241 ADC = 223 ($0F) TKO & 136.4 1
Fib 3522 ADC s 224 ($E0) TRO = 137.0 T
F OB 3817 ADC x 225 ($E1) ThD = 137.6 1
FoB 4127 ADC » 226 ($E2) TRO = 138.2 X
Fob 452 ADC * 227 ($ED) TRO = 138.8 2
Fob 4293 ADC = 228 ($E4) TRO 2 (39.4 %
Fi $149  ADC = 229 (4ES) TRD = 140.0 I
Fo8 §520  ADC s 230 ($E&) TRO = 140.6 2
Fob £928  ADC = 231 (4E7) TRO = 141,2 Y
0i 6312 ADE = 232 ($£8) TRO = 141.8 2
Fub 4732 ADL £ 233 (4E9) TRO = 142.4 %
f08 7189 ADC = 23« (4EA) TRO = 143.0 I
Fp8 2623 ADL = 235 (SEB) TRO = 143.6 T
FoB 095 ADC = 276 {$EC) TKO = 144.2 2
FOb 8584  ADC ® 237 ($EL) THO = 144.8 X
1) 9090 ADC = 238 (3EE) ThO = 145.4 I
F08 9414 ADC = 239 (4EF) TRO = 145.0 1
Fub 10157 ADC 3 240 ($FO1 TR = 146.6 X
F08 10718 ADC = 241 ($F1) TKQ = 147,21
FLb 11297 ADC = 242 ($F2) Tkd = 147.8 1
£ 11995 ADC = 243 (4F3) TkD = 148.4 1
o 12913 apt « 204 (¢4 TR0 = 1490 1
OB 13149 ADC = 245 ($F5) TRD = 149.8 1
FUS 13805 ADC x 248 ($F8) TRO ® 150.2 2
FDD 14481 ADC « 247 ($F7) TRhO = 150.8 X
FDO 15177 ADC = 248 ($FB) TKD = 151.4 1
FOB 15893 ADC + 249 ($F9) T80 = 152,0 1
FOB 14529  ADC * 250 ($FA) TKO « 152,41
For 12365 ADC = 251 (F8) THD = 153.2 1
FOB 18183  ADC = 252 (SFCH TRD » 193,81

B SE BRI K R R

LR R S B N )

LIFE TASLE & RELICAL BE&% (SUrminft Ssqd) 100Gt

THE FOLLOVING OUTPUT FKOW F10 PROGRAR L {FCAL
PROVIDES TARLE EWTKIES FOR ThE FATIGUE LIFE 0SAGE
INCRERENT PER SARPLE FOR vARIOUS LEVELS OF TOROUE
LOADING,

X = V/TE-1 WUHERE =TE= 1S CURVE 1 ENDUK LIN

TB = (1eXLI*TE  UNERE "TB* 1S CURVE 2 EnDUR LIN
Nos (At/X)eeB) FOR X . XM

N = EXFee{(A2-X)}/82) FOR X < xn

0 s F/(40950N)

At = 48,90 B1 = 2.3846 A2 = 1.0425 B2 * 0,0%5947

XL o= 0.0393 XA & 0.1542

T '« NORMALIZED APPLIED TOROUE (100X TOROUE »1.00)
N = TOTAL SAFE FATIGUE CYCLES AT TORQUE T
4 = FATIGUE LIFE USAGE PER ADC SARMFLE AT TORQUE T
Th = NORMALIZED (FACTORED) ENDUR LI = 1.18%0
TH « NORMALIZED nAX TOROUE OF INTEREST = 1.340
S = GEAR ROTATIONAL SPEED (R.P.N.) = 3291.0
F = ADL SAMPLES PER SEC (FOR EACH TGRG) = 100.000
6 = ADC SENSITIV FACTOR (NORW TORQ/BIT) = .00600
TZ = TORQUE FOR ZERD ADC OUTPUT = .02600
kK = REALOUT UNIT (LIFE=100¢K COUNTS) * é
R« READOUT ADPRESS CODE (MEX) 2310
SURTBL  FCB $10 OUTPUT ADDRESS CODE
FCB 193 LINIT BELOV WHICH FLU=O
FLB 258 NO 2-BYTE BREPT,255:=Dumny
FCB 25§ N0 3-BYTE BRKPT,255=DUNRY
FOp 0 UPPER 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIY
FDb 0 MIDLL 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
fDB 16203 LOUER 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
3] JB4  ADC = 193 ($C1) ThQ = 118.4
Fhb 300 ALC = 194 ($C2) TRO = 119.0
Fos S46 AR = 195 ($C31 TRG = 119.4
FDb 594 ADC = 194 (4C4) FRO = 120.2
Fne 451 ADC = 197 (4C5) TRO = 120.8
FDB 1 ADC = 198 ($Cé) TRO = t21.4
Frd 777 ADC = 199 ($C7) TRQ = 122.0
Foe 649  ADC = 200 ($CB) TRO = 122.4
(2] §27  ADC = 201 ($C9) TRO = 123.2
3] 1012 AOC = 202 ($CA) TRO = £23.8
Fog 1106 ADC = 203 (sCR) TRO = t24.4
FoB 1208  ADC = 204 ($CC) TRO = 125.0
FoB 1319 ADC = 205 ($CD) TRG = 125.48
FoR 1441 ADC = 206 (S$CE) TRO = 124.2
FDB $73  ADL 2 207 ($CF) TRO = 126.8
FOB 1219 ADC = 208 (4DO) TROD ='127.4
FOB 1877 ADL = 209 (4D1) TRO = 128.0
FbB 2050 ARC = 210 (8D2) YRO = 12B.4
FoB 2239 ADGC = 211 ($D3) TRQ = 129.2
Fog 2445 ADL = 212 ($D4) KD = 129.8
FOB 2671 ADC = 213 ($D3) TRQ = 130.4
Fre 2917 RBC = 244 ($D4) TRG = 131.0
(0] J184  ABL = 213 (#D?) TRG = 131.4
DB 3468 ADC = 216 (9081 RO = 132.2
Fob 3766 ADC = 217 ($D9) TRD = 132.B
FOB 4080  ADC = 218 ($DA) TRO = 133.4
(42] AU ADT = 219 (4DB) TRG = 134.0
FhB 4733 ADC = 220 (80C) TRO = 134,64
FhE S116  ADC = 221 (#DD) TRE = 135.2
(34 ] S493  ABC = 222 (4DE) TRQ = 135.8
FbB 5887  ADC = 223 ($DF) TRQ = 134.¢
Fud 4298 ADLC = 224 {(SEQ) TRO = 132.¢0
FDB 6224 ADC = 223 ($E1) TRO = 132.4
Fbs 72172 ADC = 226 ($E£2) TRO = 138.2
F0B 2435 ADC = 227 ($E3) RO » 138.8
(34 B11§  ADC = 228 (S$EQ) TRO = 139.4
FbB . BAIS  ADL = 229 (BES) VRO = 540,90
(3] 9133 ALL « 230 (4£4) TRO = 140.6
FoB 9649 ADC o 231 {SED) TRQ = t41.2
Fo8 10224 ADC = 232 (3E8) TRD = 141.8
FoB 10796  ADC = 233 ($E7) TRQ » 142.¢
(4] 11392 ADC » 234 ($A) TRO = 1430
31] 12005  ADC = 233 ¢3EB) TRO = 143.4
3] 12638 ADC = 238 (SEC) TRO = 1442
[31] 13121 ADC = 237 (SED) TRG = 144.8
Foe 13964 ADC = 238 (OEE) TRO & 1454
Fob 14458 ADC = 239 (4EF) TRO = 144.0
(34 15373 ADC v 240 (3FO) TRO = 148.¢
Fip 164108 ADC = 241 (4F1) TRQ = 142.2
FiR 184885  ADC » 242 14FQ) TR » 147.8
Fup 12643 ADC » 243 (4F3) TRO = 148.4
FhB 18443 ARG = 244 (9F &) TRD = 149.0
Foo 19245 ADC = 243 19F3) TRO « 1494
F00 20108 ADC = 244 (9F4) TRO = 150.2
Fod 20924 ADC = 247 U8F7) 1%0 = 150.0
Flb 21881 ANC 2 4B (9FB) 1D = 1304
(20 ] 074 ALT w 249 (4F9) 1RO e (Y., 0
(28] 1% CLCw %0 11FA) TRD e 15204
e 24463 ALL & Q%1 (0ED) TRD & 13,2
ot o685 wWlCoe LY (470 TRQ e 123.3

FIG. 28 FATIGUE LIFE USAGE LOOK-UP TABLES FOR GEARS 1.3
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LIFE TABLE : SPIRAL REVEL PINION 56137.23053/1

THE FOLLOWING QUTFUT FROM F10 FROGRAM LIFCAL
PROVIDES TABLE ENTRIES FOR THE FATIGUE LIFE USAGE
INCRERENT PER SAAFLE FOR VAKIOUS LEVELS OF TOROUE

LOADING,

X = T/TE-4 WHERE “TF" IS CURVE 1 ENDUR LINM
TB = (14XL)*TE UHERE “TB" IS CURVE 2 ENDUR LIH
N = (A1/X)+eB1 FOR X > X0

N = EXPse((A2-X)/B2) fFOR X ¢ xf

U = F/(50%5¢N)

48.90 B1 = 2,5846 A2 = 1,042F B2 = 0.05967
0.0393 XM = 0.1542

>
non

- T = NORNALIZED APPLIED TORQUE (100X TORGUE =1.00)
» N = TOTAL SAFE FATIGUE CYCLE. AT TORQUE T
: U = FATIGUE LIFE USAGE FER ADC SAMFLE AT TORQUE T
z Th = NOKHALIZED (FACTORED) ENDUR LIM = 1.0900
TH = NOKMALIZED WAX TORQUE OF INTEREST = 1.300
S = GEAR ROTATIONAL SFEED (R.P.N.) = 3291.0
1 F = ADC SAHPLES PER SEC (FOR EACH TORG) = 100.000
[ 6 = ADC SENSITIV FACTOR (NORM TORQ/BIT) = ,00600
TZ = TORQUE FOR ZERD ALC OUTFUT = 02600
] K = KEADOUT UNIT (LIFE=10#%k COUNTS) = &
- R = READOUT AUDRESS CODE (HEX) =420
! GRTB. FCB 120 OUTPUT ADDKESS CODE
FCh 177 LIAIT BELOU UHICH FLU=0
- FCB 255 NO 2-BYTE BRKPT,255=DUNNY
- FCh 255 D 3-BYTE BRKPT,25S:LUARY
- F03 0 UPPEK 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
’ FDD 0 HIODL 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
. L F0B ?15295 LOWER 2 BYTES OF FLU UNIT
U FDb 308 ADC = 177 ($B1) TRD = 108.0 X
I FoB 500  ADC = 178 {$52) TRD = 109.4 2
& FDB 550 ADC = 179 ($B3) TR0 = 110.0 I
A Fhb 606  ADC = 180 ($E4) TR = 110.6 X
s FuB 667 ADC = 1B1 ($B5) TRD = 11,2 %
- FOB 734 ADC = 182 ($Bs) TRO = 111.8 1
. FDB 808  ADC = 183 ($B7) TRO = 112.4 2
3 FD8 889  ALC = 184 ($F8) TRO = 113.0 2
: 0] 978 ADC = 185 ($B9) TRO = 113.8 %
E Fug 1077 AGC = 188 {$BA) TRO = 114.2 %
; FUB 1165  ALC = 187 (3BB) TRO = 114.8 2
{ F0B 1304 ADC = 168 ($BC) TRR = 115.4 1
FDB 1435 #DC = 189 ($BD) TRO = 116.0 %
F Uk 1580  ADC = 190 (VRE) TRO = 116.4 %
g FDB 1739 AUC = 191 ($BF) ThO = 117.2 1
1 J: FOB 1914 ADC = 192 (9C0) TRO = 117.8 1
i i FUB_ J 2106 AL = 193 (4C1) TRQ = 118.4 2
- i Fo8 2318 ADC = 194 ($C2) TRO = 119.0 X
. (177 < i< 212) 21 2952 ADC = 195 (4C3) TR = 119.6 X
- FOB 2808 ADC = 196 ($C4) TR = 120.2 X
} FoB 3090 ADC = 197 ($C5) TRO = 120.8 X
- FUB 3394 ADC = 198 (4C4) TRD = 121.4 X
- Fis 3714 ADD <+ 199 ($07) TRO = 122.0 X
FOR |, 4058 ADC = 200 (4CB8) TRO = 122.6 1
FOb 4414 ADC = 201 ($CY) TRO = 123.0
S F0b 4791 ADC = 202 (4CA) TRO = 123.8 %
! FUY 5187 AR = 203 ($CB) TRO = 124.4 X
1 FOB 5603 ABC = 204 ($CC) TRO = 125.0 X
: FOB | 4038 ADC = 205 (3CD) TRO = 125.6 X
¥ FOR | 8494  ADC = 206 (SCE) TRO = 126.2 1
K FOB 6970 ADC = 207 ($CF) TRO = 126.8 X
. FoB 7487 ADC - 208 ($D0) TRO = 127.4 X
; FuB 7985  AKC = 209 (sh1) TRO = 12B.0 X
Foe 524 AUC = 210 ($02) TRG = 128.6 X
FOB 9085  ADC = 211 (4D3) TRD = §29.2 X
Ppb L 9869 ADC = 212 (804) TRO = 129.8 1

FIG. 29 FATIGUE LIFE USAGE LOOK-UP TABLE FOR GEAR 4
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16. Abstract

Estimates of the safe fatigue life of helicopter transmission components may be made if in-service
load data together with transmission fatigue data, represented as the number of cveles to failure
as a function of tooth load, are available. Instrumentation has been developed 1o provide in-flight
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The special demands of the life estimating system are cvaluated and in particular the very
significant ¢ffects of errors in mean torque estimation are assessed.
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