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NOTICE
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In mid-1981, the 8t. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, St.
Lawrence Seaway Authority, and Canadian and U.S. Coast Guards began a joint
effort to explore the capability of Loran-C to meet precision, all-weather
navigation requirements in the Seaway. Lloran-C surveys of major portions of
the Seaway have been made and guidance equipment demonstrations are planned
for late summer 1982 and beyond.

Critical questions of concern relate to the stability of the existing
loran~C grid in the Seaway and the feasibility of methods to improve the
stability. To begin to address these questions, Loran-C data collection
equipment sets were deployed at several sites along the Seaway in late 1981.
The U.S. Coast Guard, as part of an ongoing R&D project, had ‘eveloped
equipment, the so-called Harbor Monitor Set, which was ideally g :ed to a
study of this nature. Unfortunately, most sets were already deploy at sites
throughout the U.S. Originally, therefore, only one Harbor Monit Set was
deployed in the Seaway - at the Eisenhower Lock, Massena, N.Y., October
1981.

The lLoran-C receivers to be used with future Harbor Monitor Sets were
available for use so, along with some teleprinters/cassette data recorders,
these were made into so-called "Ad Hoc" equipment sets and deployed at three
additional sites along the Seaway 1in December 1981, Additionally, the
Canadian Coast Guard was in the process of developing Loran-C data collection
equipment for use in a buoy-auditing project. Development was accelerated and
these sets were deployed at two sites along the Seaway late in the period of
this report. 1In early Pebruary 1982, USCG R&D Center personnel installed
another Harbor Monitor Set at Tibbetts Point N.Y. A preliminary analysis of
the data collected with these equipment sets is provided in this report.

Data obtained by the Barbor Monitor Sets has been of excellent quality -
far exceeding the quality obtained in the St, Marys River Stability Study for
which earlier versions of the equipment were developed. Conversely, except
for a critically important month long period during which the Canadian Coast
Guard was able to obtain data at Iroquois Lock, continual problems have been
encountered trying to get reliable data from the other sites. The key feature
of the Harbor Monitor Set that leads to the higher reliability is the remote
control capability. Via phone 1line access, project personnel at the R&D
Center are able to clcsely monitor the status of the equipment on a daily
basis. Problems which threaten to cause loss of data, primarily a result of
electrical power interruption, can be detected and corrected in a timely
fashion. Unfortunately, similar problems are not detected at the other sites
until considerable data has been lost. Thus, a major conclusion of the study
to date is that Harbor Monitor Sets should be deployed at all sjtes.

A major stumbling block in the execution of a study such as this is
identified at the beginning of the report: there are no standard gquidelines
for determing navigation system requirements for restricted waterways. Thus,
the recommendations of a report describing navigation system accuracy, or ways
to improve it, lack a foundation. The report acknowledges this problem and
offers an assumed set of reguirements. The assumptions are based on similar
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experiences to date and the results of ongoing "requirements®™ studies.
Wherever possible, care has been taken to tabulate the results of the
stability study in a method amenable to update when more concrete requirements
can be stated.

Prior to considering any of the data obtained along the Seaway, the
report presents an extensive series of predictions. The predictions are based
on a model of the nature of loran-C time difference variations which has been
developed over the years along with an extrapolation of data obtained at
Harbor Monitor sites located along the northeast U.S. coast. The methodology
involved in the prediction process provides a framework in which the data can
be viewed and allows an extensive set of conclusions to be drawn from the
limited data base.

The predictions indicate tne stability of "raw" (unaugmented) Loran-C is
inadequate for precision use throughout the sghipping season in the Seaway.
Data from Massena and Tibbetts Point confirm this. Extending the use of the
prediction model, Differential Loran~C performance, using shore stations at
Massena and Wellesley 1Island, is hypothesized. Adequate performance 1is
expected except for several reaches in the region from the Brockville Narrows
to the Thousand Island Bridge. Here, adequate performance is defined to mean
the 99.9% probability cross-track error estimate leaves at least 10 meters for
guidance error for a vessel with a beam of 34 meters. Further investigation
shows the major problem is the suboptimal geometry associated with the loran
grid in the Seaway. Fixes obtained by Loran-C over the course of a year, or
just the shipping season, will form an elliptical pattern at any point of
measurement. In the Seaway, the longer axis of the ellipse is nearly
perpendicular to the predominant course. The geometry is bad enough to mean
that if the prediction regarding the magnitude of the short term varijations
were either truve or optimistic, Differential Loran-C could nut produce
satisfactory performance in these reaches.

In spite of the sub-par data base, an elaborate sgeries of analysis
techniques allows us to determine that the predictions regarding the short
term variations were pessimistic. In the process, we discover that the
predictions regarding the magnitude of the 1long term varlations were
optimistic. The resulting conclusion, although more data is needed to
"harden® the estimates, is that Differential lLoran-C appears capable of the
desired performance - barely.

This having been said, wc caution that Difierential Loran-C is merely a
concept - never having been implemented. Regults of this study to date
indicate a flawlessly operated Differential Loran-C system would produce
satisfactory performance with a moderate amount of room left for Iimperfect
surveying and other practical limitations. MAgain, the magnifying effect of
poor loran geomctry is the source of the problem. Differential Loran-C tests
are encouraged so that an apprecliation for the “"other practical limitations"
can be gained. Pesulting insights will allow the statement of the "final
word®™ on the subject, The concept to bear in mind is that we are
contemplating the first operational use of Differential Iloran-C in an area
where there is scant rocom for error.
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As a final note, and as a result of the oconclusions regarding poor
existing geometry, we introduce a consideration of what would result were
another loran-C transmitting station added to the existing chain. wWith a
station at MNorth Bay, Ontario, predictions show “raw” Loran-C still will not
produce satisfactory performance throughout the shipping season. The use of a
single differential monitor station, in conjunction with this new transmitting
station, however, allows performance which easily exceeds all requirements.
This suggests the addition of the new transmitting station would allow enough
room for error that a "milder” alternative (e.g., daily corrections) to full
Differential Loran-C could be considered. The alternatives which require a
new transmitting station involve considerable expense and, therefore, risk.
At present, they are offered as subjects for careful scrutiny in future
studies,
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 USCG Harbor/Harbor Entrance loran-C R&D Studies.

Since 1977 the U.S. Coast Guard has been sponsoring Research and
Development studies to assess the capability of the loran-C radionavigation
system to support precision navigation requirements typically encountered in
piloting situations. The studies have centered on four areas of
investigation:

a. Measuring the year-round stability of the loran signals in
selected harbor/harbor entrance (HHE) areas.

b. Investigating methods of enhancing system performance for
areas in which system stability/geometry is not adequate for high precision
use.

c. Developing survey techniques to precisely determine the loran
coordinates at critical "waypoints”™ in channels.

d. Developing modern guidance equipment which displays loran
information in a manner most useful to a mariner in piloting situations.

Two guidance equipment systems,'developed for the USCG by the Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab (APL) under this program, have proven to be
effective in exploiting the high precision of Loran-C in stable signal
areas. One such system, called PILOT (Precision Intracoastal LOran
Translocator), features a graphical display of the HHE area being transitted
and is intended for permanent installation on a vessel. The other system,
called PIAD (Portable Loran Assist Device) features an alpha-numeric display
of ship's position relative to channel waypoints, and is designed to be
carried aboard a vessel by pilots. Both devices are described in more
detail in reference 1.

1.2 St Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation Interests.

In February 1981, the Office of Comprehensive Planning of the Saint
Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (SLSDC) asked for an APL/USCG
simulator demonstration of PILOT. As a result of the simulator
demonstration, the SLSDC concluded Loran-C, perhaps only as a part of an
integrated navigation package, had the potential to satisfy navigation
requirements on the St. Lawrence Seaway. Thus, SLSDC asked for USCG
assistance in sponsoring a PILOT/PLAD demonstration on the St. Lawrence
Seaway.

In August 1981, SLSDC and USCG personnel conducted a trackline survey
of the St. Lawrence Seaway from the vicinity of Ogdenburg, N.Y. to Cornwall,
Ontario. PILOT chartlets were prepared for the surveyed area and a
verification run was made in late October 1981.




Meanwhile, with a reasonable assurance that the survey and PILOT
chartlet preparation efforts would be a success, agency heads from the
SLSDC, the Saint Lawrence Seaway Authority and the Canadian Coast Guard
(CCG) met with the Commandant of the USCG to discuss further plans. 1t was
determined that a stability study would be initiated and that
representatives from all four agencies would form a "Precision All-Weather
Navigation System®" (PAWNS) Steering Committee. The committee would
initially be concerned with insuring the loran studies were underway and
then proceed to study matters such as precision requirements and
requirements for an integrated systems package.

By late October 1981, USCG and CCG personnel began deploying several
types of loran data collection units along the St Lawrence Seaway. It
should be noted that these diverse units were deployed on a hurried basis so
that conditions during the end of the shipping season could be monitored.

At a subsequent Jeeting of the Steering Committee it was determined that an
early, initial review of the data should be made so that any equipment or
data campatability problems could be identified and rectified before the
next critical period of the season (i.e., the Fall of 1982) was entered.
This report summarizes data collection results to date and addresses the
problem areas of concern to the Steering Committee.

1.3 Applicability of Harbor Monitor Program to Seaway

It should be emphasized at the start that there is considerable concern
as to the suitability of the USCG Harbor Monitor Program for answering all
of the questions of concern in the St. Lawrence Seaway. The USCG Stability
Studies are directed at providing a general characterization of Loran-C
accuracy throughout all coastal and harbor areas of the continental U.S.
With such a broad objective in mind, the experiment strategy recognizes it
is impossible to obtain year-round data in every area of interest. This is
not just a result of inability to procure enough equipment - the
availability of skilled technicians to support the equipment is considerably
more of a limitation. Thus the program attempts to follow a strategy which
features spatial sampling adequate to allow interpolation of the results to
all areas of interest.

Additionally, the program features time sampling, i.e., data is not
collected on a continuous basis throughout the year. A key consideration
here is that whereas recent advances in computer technology hecve made it
possible to amass and maintain huge data bases at reasonable costs, the
analysis will only be as "believable" as the data. To maintain data base
integrity, unfortunately, requires skilled technical review of the data
being accepted as valid (e.q., not produced by faulty instrumentation).
Thus, in spite of the computer revolution, the cost of the data base
remains, essentially, directly proportional to size and a reasonable
quantity/quality tradeoff must be sought.

Drawing on the results of numerous experiments conducted over the years
plus the benefits of many years of Loran-C system operatiocnal observations,
the USCG adopted the two hour per day sampling strategy as the tradeoff
commensurate with the harbor monitor effort. Wwhereas there is agreement on

1-2
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the Steering Committee that the strategy is a correct one for the general
loran-C characterisation, there is concern it may not be adequate for
special, in-depth spplications such as the Seaway. Thus, considerable care
will be given in t'is report, and in further work, to discuss and test the
strategy.

1.4 Treatment of System Mequirements in This Report

Ideally, the goal of a study such as this should extend beyond simply
stating vhat the stability of the Loran-C system is or could be made to be.
It should assess the existing or potential stability with respect to
navigation system accuracy requirements. At present, however, there are no
standard methodologies for quantifying accuracy requirements in restricted
watervays. The consequence is that although systeam stability/accuracy can
be described in highly quantified terms, the ultimate question “is it good
enough?® must typically be avoided.

Reference 11 documents results of ongoing U.8. Coast Guard sponsored
studies to address this "requirements® problem. Although results to-date
are encouraging, it must be conceded that the questions are non-trivial and
prospects for dsfinitive answers in the near future are not good. It should
also be emphasized that this is not a “"Loran=C per se® problem: the same
unanswered questions apply to all precision navigation systems be they
conventional visual or radionavigation systems. A major task of the
Steering Committee will be to provide some answers to the “"requirements®
question.

Having recognized that system requirements cannot yet be conclusively
stated, the report also recognizes a statement of existing stability, or
ways to improve stability, without reference to any requirement, is of
marginal utility. Conversely, the report recognizes a tutorial on the
nature of Loran-C instabilities and "enhancement” techniques can be of
significant value. A meaningful statement of requirements probably cannot
be made without an understanding of such issues. Thus, the report proceeds
with an assumed set of requirements. Since these assumed requirements may
someday prove to be in need of revision, considerable effort is made to
present the results in a form amenable to future update.

In developing the assumed requirements, past experiences are drawn
upon. As indicated in reference 4, the originally stated requirement for
the St. Marys River navigation system was 10 feet. when it became apparent
that no practical system could provide such accuracy (but that it probably
was not required), Loran-C was offered as a "100 foot system.™ This report
demonstrates why requirements statements of this nature are to be avoided.
In deference to the people involved in drawing up the St. Marys River
requirements statements, they actually meant to say that 10 feet (later 100
feet) was the requirement in the "tightest reaches.® A key concept for
anyone who would state requirements to recall is that, at least for fixed
location earth-bound systems, both measurement accuracy and the “"geometry
factors®™ which transform the measurement errors to position errors vary from
pajnt to point {n the service area. (For satellite or celestial systems,
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the geometry also varies from time to time.) A system is best designed when
this varying accuracy is made to be the best in the tightest channels. 1In
the case of the St. Marys River, the 100 foot accuracy is only required in a
region comprising about 10 § of the river length. Over-specification by an
order of magnitude, as was done several times in the St. Marys River, will
typically render a system "non-cost-beneficial.®

Another important consideration demonstrated in this report is that
accuracy is a two-dimensional quantity for marine applications. As an
exanple, we can imagine a situation in which the true requirement is only
that cross-track error be less than 100 feet. If this is not explicitly
stated, we could incorrectly declare inadequate a system which features a 50
foot cross~track accuracy in the area of concern because the total
(root-sum-squared of cross-track and along-track) error exceeds 100 feet.

With this background as to motives, the report makes the following
assumptions about St. Lawrence Seaway requirements:

(1) Because of the orientation of the Loran-C error ellipses and the
predominant courses of the Seaway (to be describ-1), cross-track error is
the key parameter. Along-track errors (indeed, actual error ellipses) for
all reaches are furnished in the Appendices in case future work indicates
the need for examination of these quantities.

(2) Cross-~track error requirements are assumed to be direct functions
of channel width and vessel width. Specifically, the total allowable
crass~-track error is assumed to be defined as one-half the channel width
minus one-half the beam of the largest vessel using the Seaway. This
relationship causes the requirements to be more stringent in the narrower
reaches ~ as desired.

(3) Of the total allowable error, some portion must be allocated to
the navigation system and some to guidance error (i.e., trackkeeping
ability). The lLoran-C errors ares specified at the 99.9% probability level.
The 95% probability levels are also provided as an example of how to use the
mathematics of Appendix A to extend the analysis to any probability.

(4) Maximum guidance errors of 10 meters are assumed as the basis for
requiring Loran-C chain enhancements. As with the loran, there is no reason
to expect the guidance error should be indexendent of the reach
characteristics but an assumption of some soct is required. The 10 meters
represents a stringent demand on trackkeeping skills but is consistent with
the stringent 99.9% demands being placed on the loran-C and is assumed
consistent with normal demands imposed by the narrowness of the channels for
which it is an issue. Ixtensive use of tables is made s0 that the results
can be extended to whatever guidance errors future studies may indicate to
be appropriate.

1.5 Report Overview.

Section 2 begins with a description of the various equipment setsg used
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to collect data thus far. Next, a synopsis of data collection efforts to
date is presented. Bection 2 concludes with the presentation of a newly
developed data collection set and a discussion of compatability for all of
the sets.

Section 3 begins the discussion of the adequacy of the data collection
strategy by introducing a model for Loran-C variations. The need for the
model, and how it relates to both the system requirements and the scope of
the exper iment is developed. Due to late starts and/or site and equipment
problems, we do not yet have a sufficient data base to say the final word on
the adequacy of Loran-C in the Seaway. We can, however, use the model to
make some preliminary predictions. We draw upon data obtained from
Northeast U.S. chain operational and harbor monitor sites to make the
predictions which conclude Section 3. The adequacy of these predictions can
be tested somewvhat with data collected thus far in the Seaway and with data
collected from future efforts. The model will probably need future
refinement, but can serve to steer future efforts in the right direction.

In Section 4 we present the results of the data collection efforts.
The results are encouraging, both in regards to the stability they indicate
and the agreement with the predictions. What is not encouraging, however,
is the problem we have experienced in obtaining usable data. Of particular
concern is the inadequacy of the so-called "Ad Hoc" data sites which, it is
shown, threatens to compromise future efforts. We confirm the preliminary
conclusion of Section 3 that an additional monitor site may be needed.

Section 5 provides some brief comments regarding the implementation of
differential lLoran-C - a non-trivial undertaking. An alternative is
introduced for initial consideration.

Section 6 susmarizes the conclusions - the prime one being that data
collection efforts/equipment must be upgraded before this fall. Conclusions
about the sampling strategy are also presented. Pinally, the significant
effect that existing chain geometry has on the error budget and the
viability of Loran~C as a precise navaid for the Seaway is discussed. The
report ends with a tabulation of the the recommendations that seem indicated
from the results to date. In short, further efforts with upgraded equipment
are recommended for the stability study and a test implementation of
Differential Loran-C is urged.




2. STABILITY STUDY BQUIPMENT/SITES

2.1 USCG Harbor Monitor Sets

As discussed in paragraph 1.1, the USCG has developed a so-called
*"Harbor Monitor Set® for use in the HHE loran-C Stability Study project
element. The set consists of a survey grade Loran-C receiver, the Internav
404, a small micro-computer, and miscellaneocus support equipment allowing
battery back-up and remote (via telephone) access to the collected data.
The equipment is designed to aoccomodate a "low density data analysis™ of
loran signals as described in reference 2. Simply stated, this means data
is collected during only two hours of the day - generally from 1l to 12, AM
and PM. Figure 2-1 shows the prime components of the system in block
diagram form.

*' Wty

Telephons OM-12 Comms Pore x.:cr:::v ;:ulm:
Lioe Micro Computer Raceiver uple
Power
Switch
A3 VAL Power 32 VoC 12vde BATTERY
.2 Supply
Pigure 2-1 Harbor Monitor Set Block Diagram

Simulator tests have shown the Loran~C receiver has a "servo loop time
constant® of about 6-8 seconds under conditions typically encountered at
harbor monitor sites. Thus the receiver output is sampled every 40 seconds
80 that the samples can be treated as statistically independent. The
micro-computer uses a real-time clock to begin the sampling period at the
prescribed time. At the end of the sampling period, the mean, standard
deviation, and ainimum and maximum values of each time difference are
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recorded. Depending upon the numher of signals being observed, available
memory will hold from 10 to 20 days of data. Phone line access to the
micro-computer allows retrieval of the stored data. 1Tt also allows a
remotely located operator to prompt the computer to exercise any receiver
command which a local operator could enter via the front panel controls.
Finally, the entire micro-camputer program can be changed via the phone
line. The concern about the adequacy of this type of data for the study at
hand was introduced in Section 1.3. Reference 2 addresses the "adequacy"
question to a certain extent and more comments will be provided in the body

of this report.

Regardless of the question of "inadequacy,”™ a Harbor Monitor Set was
installed at Eisenhower Lock, Massena, N.Y. on 21 October 1981 because it
met one vital criterion: it was immediately available for deployment. Data
suitable for low density analysis has been obtained from the Massena Harbor
Monitor set from October 1931 to date and is presented in subsequent

sections of this report.

On 1 February 1982, an sdditional Harbor Monitor Set was installed on
USCG property at Tibbetts Point (Cape Vincent) N.Y. Subsequently, the
Harbor Monitor Set was relocated to a nearby facility in the area. Data
from the site(s) from 2 February 1982 to date is available and is discussed
in this report. Figure 2-2 shows the harbor monitor set installed at

Massena.
I A I

y 2
NERRTRRUIN TN U I PO
[ S IO LU N P
TR T I

R

PR RE
1

[ B

[ CUO 1 T A R Y B
[ MR AL T S

DAL R

Figure 2-2 Harbor Monitor Set at Massena, N.Y.




2.2 CCG loran-C Buoy Auditing Bguipment.

The Canadian Coast Guard had been in the process of developing protoype
equipment sets to support a program of auditing the position of buoys via
Loran-C. The equipment is ocomprised of an Internav 404 Loran-C receiver
(the same receiver used with the Harbor Monitor Sets), a Motorola
microprocesser and a Texas Instruments teleprinter/data recorder. By using
data recording cartridges, the sets are capable of storing significantly
more data than the Harbor Monitors - thereby allowing a true *"high density*®
analysis of the loran data. PFigure 2-3 shows the prime components of the
system in block diagram form.

Yo

1gnel Antenns
:u“. Coupler
|1 -
LNTERMAY AS Yoo INTRANAV
1C-404 .:’":' — LC-404
Becsiver wiy Rateiver
113 VAC 40 M5 1a
ACC Port ACC Port
113 VAC 71-733/A0R 115 VAC
s m— 25-232 Motorola
BT casserts Racorder o Wiaro-Canputer
Pigure 2-3 Buoy Auditing Set Block Diagram

Two receivers are used because of a buoy auditing project requirement.
The micro-camputer obtains samples of the data from the receivers
approximately once every 2 seconds. After 100 samples are obtained, the
micro-camputer sends the computed mean and standard deviation of the time
differences to the cassette recorder. Such data is recorded throughout the
day and the cassettes must be changed about every fourth day.

The only major drawback of this equipment set is that it cannot be
remotely accessed. Consequently, monitoring of the equipment status by
experienced project personnel is not possible on a day-to-day basis (nor is
it necessary -~ for the buoy auditing project). An additional drawback {s
that the units were still in the development stage when they had to be
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pressed into service for the purposes of this study. Thus, this is actually
the first true field test and evaluation of the units. The first set was
deployed at Fort Wellington on 9 February 1982. Due to electrical grounding
problems at the sites, no useful data was obtained. The site was moved
several hundred yards to where a good equipment ground could be established
on 11 March 1982 and good results were achieved. Soon, however, power and
equipment problems, causing loss of data from 2 to 19 April 1982, were
encountered. On 20 April 1982, the equipment was relocated to the nearby
Prescott CCG Base. A second set was installed at Iroquois Lock, Ont. on 21
April 1982. Although data suitable for "high density” analysis has been
obtained, only that subset of the total data base which is compatible with
the Massena and Tibbets Point data base is analyzed in this report. Figure
2-4 shows the Buoy Auditing Equipment at Iroquois Lock.

Figure 2-4 Buoy Auditing Set at Iroquois Lock
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2.3 °"AD HOC®" Loran-C Data Collection Units.

Because of the limited availability of either Harbor Monitor Bets or
Buoy Auditing Sets, along with the need to get data from several sites as
soon as possible, extraordinary means were taken. USCG had additional
Internav 404 loran-C receivers available. Texas Instrument teleprinters
were also available for recording data directly from the receivers (without
an intervening micro-computer). PFigure 2-5 shows the prime components of
the system in block diagram form.

Yl' Whip

Antenca
Coupler
L
m ml’ 13 VIC INTERMAV
X3 e LC-404
f Receiver
RIA Port
T1-733/A8R as-232
Telepriater
#A';I'ﬁ Cassette Necorder
l"."_*,
Pigure 2-5 M Boc BEquipment Set Block Diagram

via front panel entry, the receiver can be made to automatically send a
message to the teleprinter at a rate of some integer multiple of 10 GRI.
Originally, the setting was every 6020 GRI which, for rate 9960, resulted in
a message about every 10 minutes. At that rate, cassette tapes had to be
changed about every 10 days. In late April 1982, the sampling rate was
changed to one sample about every 3 minutes.

The output message consists of an instantaneous sample of the output of
each servo loop (including the master servo loop) along with the receiver's
current estimate of the signal-to-noise ratio for each station being
tracked. The entire message is recorded on the cassette. As a general
comment on the receiver, special notice should be made of the master servo
loop output as shown in the column labeled "GRI" in the figures of Appendix
P (e.g., figures P-1, P-2). Por the 9960 chain, the reading would ideally
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be 99600.00. A deviation from this reading provides the operator with an
indication of the internal oscillator stability (adjustment recommended if
the reading differs by more than 0.20 from the ideal). More importantly,
the receiver software applies a portion of this offset (computed as the
ratio of the TD to 99600) to correct the measured time difference for
oscillator error.

Off-line averaging of these samples can be accomplished to make the
data more nearly campatible with the HMS data. As with the data obtained
from the buoy auditing sets, only the subsets of the total data base which
correspond to HMS data are obtained and analyzed in this report. Figure 2-6
shows the "Ad Hoc" Equipment at Beauharnois Lock.

Figure 2-6 Ad Hoc Equipment Set at Beauharnois Lock

The Ad Hoc equipment approach to data collection is suboptimal for
numerous reasons which will be discussed in later sections. Primarily, it
requires periodic operator assistance and, without the ability to remotely
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access the data, the day-to-day operation of the system cannot be properly
monitored. Nevertheless, the sets were deployed at CCG sites at
Beauharnois, and Cote Ste. Catherine, and at the USCG station at Tibbetts
Point in late December 198l. Similar CCG equipment was installed at
Iroquois Lock on 17 March 1982. Pailure of the teleprinter at Tibbetts
Point resulted in the loss of data at that site. For this reason, the
equipment was replaced, as discussed in Section 2.1, as soon as a harbor
monitor set became available. The equipment at Iroquois lLock was replaced on
21 April 1982 as discussed in paragraph 2.2 above. A series of problems was
encountered at Cote Ste. Catherine so this site was shut down on 5 May 1982
and a nearby site was established at the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority
facility at Brossard.

The locations of these and all other monitor sites are indicated in
figure 2-7. On a smaller scale, figure 2-8 shows the relation of the Seaway
to the stations of the Loran-C triad which provides the signals examined in
this report.

)

-

" L

aessnte—
Pigure 2-7 Location of St. Lawrence Seaway Loran-C Data
Collection Sites
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2.4 Improved USCG Harbor Monitor Sets.

As mentioned in Section 1.3, the Harbor Monitor Set described in
paragraph 2.1 is deemed adequate for original USCG Harbor Monitor project
needs. During the past year, however, several additional applications, for
which the equipment is not ideally suited, have become apparent. For reasons
such as this, USCG has taken steps to develop a more general purpose set.
The set features an off-the-shelf micro-camputer (both of the sets described
in paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 above require user hardware development), will
allow for high density data storage and can be accessed/controlled from a
remote location via telephone. Perhaps more importantly, the sets have been
developed to incorporate receiver automatic control features which over a
year of harbor monitor experience has shown desirable.

Bngineering development cf these units was completed by USCG Research
and Development Center personnel in early May 1982 and a test "field
deployment” was started in mid-May. These units, called "Type D Harbor
Monitors,” will be available for other deployments in the August 1982
timeframe and are mentioned later in this report for consideration.

2.5 Data Collection Set Compatability.

As this report will show, it is possible to make "low density analysis"”
comparisons among the data collected by the myriad equipment deployed thus
far. The basic approach, however, is extremely time-consuming and yields
statistically sub-optimal results. A secondary purpose of this report will
be to address the suitability of each type of set and make recommendations
for future data collection efforts.
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3. PERFORMANCE PREDICTIONS.

3.1 Need For A Prediction Model.

In conducting a Loran-C stability study, one is initially faced with
several exper imental design problems. For the portion of the St. Lawrence
Seaway of interest - nearly two hundred miles in length - the first
important guestion involves spacing of monitor sites. Although no formal
deterministic proof can be offered, it is reasonable to assume that if a
monitor site were located at every mile along the river, adequate knowledge
of the spatial nature of the variations could be obtained. As a practical
matter, and besides involving prohibitively expensive site installation
costs, it would not be possible to obtain suitable sites in all cases at
such a spacing. Additionally, site operation and maintenance would become
an unmanageable effort. Thus, it becomes necessary to settle for a much
smaller number of monitor sites. Even with only six sites, the
establishment of suitable sites - particularly in a rushed timeframe - and
operating and maintaining the site equipment - become non-trivial tasks.
(The brief history of the =ites provided in section 2 giver an indication ot
the scope of the problems. More examples will be shown throughout the
report). The availability of data from six sites is therefore the best we
can hope for and it is no longer reasonable to %1lindly assume we have an
adequate number. Clearly, the need for a site spacing methodology, such as
could be obtained if anm adequate model were available, exists.

Another experimental design problem involves the time between samples.
Again, although no formal proof is demanded, all involved will feel
comfortable with samples obtained every second of the year (including leap
seconds where appropriate) from each site. Even with only six sites,
sampling at the rate mentioned above involves the accumulation of well over
1 billion bytes of "data"” over the period of a year. In these days, such 2
data base can be constructed at a small cost. This having heen said, a
disclaimer is in order. Whereas all involved feel comfortable if such a
data base, consisting of "known-to-be-valid-data" is presented to them,
nobody cares to assume the responsibility to assure, or pay someone to
assure, all of the data is valid. This "data base integrity™ problem (as
opposed to data base storage or data base manipulation) is an elementary
concept introduced early in management information system courses/seminar<
(in the 60's the buzzwords were different, the concept was known as
*garbage-in~-garbage-out.®™ Only the size of the problem has changed - hv
orders of magnitude). Numerous examples of invalid data will be presented
later in this report along with suggested corrective action for future data
collection efforts. It will suffice at this point to simply note that th.-
"once per second” sampling strategy, given available resources, exceeds our
analysis (including editing) capabilities by several orders of magnitude. A
less intense sampling strategy is needed. Again, this translates to a need
for a model of the variations.
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It should also be noted that USCG was neither trying to "sell Loran-C"
nor "kill loran-C.” It was simply assumed in Pebruary (and will be shown
herein) that Loran-C cannot give 7 meter accuracy 99.98% of the time in the
St. Lawrence Seaway. If 7 meters (99.9%) is indeed a valid lLoran-C
requirement, then this report will serve the purpose of proving Loran-C will
not work. 1If however, other means can be employed in certain reaches
(street lights can be used in several of the reaches for which Loran-C was
stated as being required), then the job becomes more difficult and we are
forced to continue.

The report will proceed under the assumption that it is worthwhile to
consider the question: “"what will it take for Loran-C to provide accuracy on
the order of 25-30 meters?™ Under this assumption, vice the 7 meter
accuracy criterion, it becomes possible to construct a reasonably useful
error model and both the sampling strategy and the number of monitor sites
becomes appropriate for answering the questions being asked.

3.3 The Rature of loran-C Positional Errors.

We have concluded the previous section without explicitly stating the
loran-C performance requirement. The need to take this approach can be seen
by examining early Steering Committee attempts at accuracy requirement
statements. Specifically, very early in the study, considerable time was
spent trying to find a suitable performance metric. Such figures of merit
as "CEP" or "d-rms” were scrutinized for applicability. As part of the
presentation made at the 17 PFebruary Steering Committee meeting, USCG
emphasized the concept of the error ellipse - the pattern of positional
errors in the fixes provided by Loran-C and most other positioning systems.
The concept is well i{llustrated in figure 3-2 which was obtained by
processing harbor monitor set TD data using the math of Appendix A. The
data was obtained at Groton, Ct. during the period 1 January to 31 March
1982,

AVERY POINT R&DC  (Xx-Y) USCG R&DC
GRI 9868 US NORTHERST
JULIAN DAY 831 TO 839

©1 JAN 82 TO 31 MAR 82

AVE RADIAL ERROR (METERS) = 30.33
RMS RADIAL ERROR (METERS) = 37.78
MAX RADIAL ERROR (METERS) = 80.32

Pigure 3-2 Pix Scatter Plot of loran-C Fixes at Avery
Point (Groton)
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Figures of merit such as CEP or 4-rms are very useful in considering
large scale, general accuracy questions such as those involved in general
loran chain planning. Por questions relating to use of existing loran
coverage in the St Lawrence Seaway, however, the requirements are too
demanding for general metrics. We must concentrate on specific requirements
and, for the Seaway, this means cross-track error. As can be seen from a
quick glance at figure 3-2, the error pattern at Groton is predominantly
oriented at a bearing of about 000° T. If the course of a particular
channel in the Groton area were 000° T (it is!), cross-track errors less
than about 10 meters could be expected almost all the time. Alternatively,
for a course of 090° T, cross-track errors as large as 90 meters can be
reasonably expected. This order of magnitude swing in error as a function
of course is an extreme example but illustrates the significant contrast
with the "one-dimensional”™ metrics such as CEP or drms which do not change
as a function of course.

In congsidering existing loran coverage errors, along with alternative
configurations (e.g., as obtained by the use of differential corrections),
we cannot afford to be so imprecise as to consider only d-rms or CEP.
Detailed application of this concept will be explored in later sections.
For now we simply note that error ellipses and associated cross-track error
performance should be estimated for each reach requiring Loran-C. This
having been said, we can return to a discussion of system requirements.

In 1978, the SLSDC received a contractor report (reference 3) outlining
the characteristics (including course and minimum channel width) of the 103
reaches of the Beaway from Montreal harbor to Tibbetts Point. In March
1982, SLSDC received a report from another contractor which integrated the
reach characteristic table with a preliminary statement by the Steering
Committee regarding navigation system performance. The statement was that
the cross-track error of the navigation system should be 5 meters less than
208 of the channel width - 99.9% of the time. The resulting tabular
presentation of requirements is included in Appendix E. At the May 1982
Steering Committee meeting, the Seaway Authority presented a further
refinement of this table. This version approaches that of figure 3-1, with
more detail, and is also provided in Appendix E. The table is converted to
a "half-channel-width® plot and shown in figure 3-3,

St Lawrence Sesmay Half-Channe! Widths
Lake Ontaric to Montres)

U

i
1 T I |
Tidbdetts Point Prescott lIroquois Massens Beauhernois  Cote Ste Catherine
Pigure 3-3 Updated Description of St. Lawrence Seaway

Hal f-Channel Widths




The two "spikes"” shown just south of Beauharnois represent bridges. 1In
this report we will assume .oran-C is not required to navigate under these
structures.

At this point in the discussion of system requirements, i.e., having
identified cross-track error and channel width as key ingredients, we move
to a consideration of the Loran-C system to complete the discussion.

3.4 Basic Model - The Double Range Difference.

As developed in Appendix A, we can generate error ellipses for any
point along the river as soon as we can obtain a measure of the standard
deviations of the TD's produced by the two major Loran-C baselines in the
area (9960-W and 9960-X) along with a measure of the correlation coefficient
between the two baselines. In spite of the fact that the literature is
replete with referen:is to these three quantities, it is unfortunately true
that they are, strictly speaking, totally fictitious. In obtaining data
from the monitor sites, we are obtaining samples of random processes. Over
the period of a year, these processes cannot be considered stationary - ever
in the widest sense. Specifically, this means we are collecting
sbgervations of random variables whose means, standard deviations and
correlation coefficient change from time to time. Thus the math of Appendix
A, or any number of similar developments, cannot be directly applied.

Moreover, the development of Appendix A and related treatments assume
the variations are Gaussian in nature. Again, strictly speaking, this is
not true. Thus, again, direct application cannot be made.

All of this simply means that we must be clever in our modeling and
analysis techniques. The Gaussian assumption is popular because it very
nearly approximates the nature of variations encountered in many
applications. As will be developed, we need to break the total data
variation model down into its constituent parts and on a case-by-case basis,
determine ways to approximate the Gaussian model. Although numerous
statistical methods exist to check for the validity of the Gaussian
assumption, we will shy away from these more rigid treatments in this report
and simply use examples extracted from the data base to illustrate
applicability of the model.

With proper attention to details of the model, along with use of the
concepts provided in Appendix B, considerable headway can be made in
examining the suitability of Loran-C to satisfy some St. Lawrence Seaway
navigation requirements.

The major constituents of the Loran-C time difference variations are as
follows:

a. Seasonal Component. This component, in most cases, is the largest
contributor to the net error budget. 1t has a period of 1 year. Fxamples
of this type of variation are discussed in Appendix B and shown in fiqure
3-4. If the time series of figure 3-4.a is "low pass filtered”™ by use of a
t.week s8liding average, a "smoothed TD" data plot, as in figure
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3-«.b results. The peak-to-peak value (or any related measure such as
*’ ° zero-to~peak or rms value) is found to closely follow the "modified"
Gouble-range difference (DRD) model which is described in detail in Appendix
B. Basically, DRD (measured in kilometers) is a direct measure of what
hyperbolic LOP the user is "on" with respect to the hyperbolic LOP of the
System Area Monitor (SAM). I1f the observer is on the same LOP as the SAM,
the DRD is zero. If the observer is on an LOP which is closer to the master
station than the BAM's LOP is, the DRD is positive. As developed in
Appendix B, we have found it necessary to not count saltwater paths in the
calculation of DRD. The regression analysis plotted in figure 3-5
illustrates this "goodness of fit" of the seasonal variations as a function
of DRD for the 9960-W and -X baselines. Given the slowly varying nature of
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this error component, the twice a day sampling strateqgy used in the low
density analysis is entirely adequate for measuring, and hypothesizing
correction schemes for, this type of error.

b. Medium-Term Component. Here we are talking about variation
occurring over periods ranging from several days to several weeks. Examples
can be seen in figure 3-4.c in which the seasonal component has been removed
from the total data record (accomplished by subtracting the data in figure
3-4.b from the data in figure 3-4.a). It can be seen that these variations
are typically smaller than the seasonal variations and that the “"magnitude”
of the variations differs from season to season. The variations are most
significant in the winter months -extending from late October to late April
in northern regions. They are minimal in the summer. 1In a statistical
sense, these variations are found to follow the modified double range
difference model very well. Twice a day sampling is adequate to measure the
variations and form the basis for a correction strategy.

c. Short-Term Component. These variations occur over periods ranging
from several hours to a few days. The fact that these variations can occur
as rapidly as within a few hours is the prime reason for the concern which
has been expressed by the Steering Committee. It is agreed that the low
density sampling strategy is not adequate for a deterministic statement of
the size of these variations. It is noted, however, that significant
variations over a period of several hours are rare occurrences. Moreover,
the variations are smaller than the seasonal or medium term components.
Finally, since most of the examples of variations assigned to this category
occur over the period of a day or so, the low density analysis provides an
adequate statistical measure of the size to be expected, Concentration on
the larger components, augmented with this statistical measure of the
short-term component, is arqued to be the correct strategy for proper use of
the resources presently available.

4. Near-Instantaneous Variation Component. These are considered to be
any var iations which occur over the period of up to an hour or so. These
variations, for practical purposes, are considered to be equipment related
and not associated with changes in signal propagation characteristics.
Examples can be seen when equipment is changed at transmitting stations,
when corrections are made to chain timing by the control station, or when
there are receiving equipment problems. These variations are small but
cannot be considered negligible when considering the capability of Loran-C
for precise applications. 1In general, no attempt need be made to measure
these types of variations by use of remote monitors. Observations of the
effects can be obtained by examining chain operating records and by
laboratory measurements or simulations. The lab measurements should be
merged with the field measurements to obtain the total error description,
For the purposes of this study, we will be concerned with these type
variations only to qguard against their effects creeping into our
.nstrumentation (i.e., make sure our receivers are installed/operated

properly).
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3.5 Application of Model Using A Priori Estimates.

W

Reference 4 featured a direct application of the double range
di fference model described in Appendix B. An ultimate goal of the St.
< Lawrence Seaway studies will be to duplicate the analyses as well as adding
f(! refinements such as the modified range calculation presented in Appendix B.

Unfortunately, for reasons already alluded to and to be illustrated in

section 4, we simply do not yet have the data base to allow direct
application of the model. Thus we will present a crude, "first cut®
analysis based on USCG harbor monitor program data obtained at sites outside
the St. Lawrence Seaway region. Since these performance predictions are
made without considering any St. Lawrence Seaway data, we call thea "a
priori” estimates.

T

The presentation will be primarily heuristic and serves the purpose of
illustrating the role of key parameters that must be estimated before the
data collection effort can be called a success. An auxiliary purpose is to
show how much can be done with no St. Lawrence data. How very little we can
presently go beyond this level illustrates how subpar the data collection
results to date have been.

We begin by noting Appendix A allows us to state the performance at any
Seaway reach if we can obtain estimates of ¢, 0y and p 4 - the
standard deviations of the two prime TD's in the area and the correlation
coefficient between the TD's - at any point of interest. We have previously
noted that these quantities vary. For our firast cut at estimating
performance, however, we will ignore this technicality.

Appendix C contains the details of the estimation procedure. In it we
first look at the seasonal component of the time difference variations. We
arque that this component is so predominant in the St Lawrence Seaway region
that we can closely approximate the year-round standard deviations by
considering only this component. We compute estimated peak-to-peak
variations for each TD at the center of each reach. We argue the seasonal
variation pattern is approximatedly sinusoidal and equate the rms value of a
sinusoid with the indicated peak-to-peak value to the appropriate standard
deviation. Thus we obtain estimates of g, andG 4 for each reach.

To estimate the correlation coefficients, we argue the seasonal
components have a correlation coefficient approaching unity. Using
arguments suggested by Ligon in reference 5, we argue the "shorter-term"
components have a correlation coefficient of about 0.5. We show how a total
correlation coefficient is formed from a weighted combination of these
constituents. A total correlation coefficient value of at least 0.95 is
most likely but we choose a more conservative estimate (results in larger
oredicted errors) of 0.90 and use this value for all reaches. Resulting
"95% probability contour"™ ellipses are generated for each reach - and listed
:n Appendix D. The projections of these contours on corresponding
cross-track/along-track axes are computed as explained in Appendix A. The
resulting cross-track errors are listed in Table 3-1.
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A comparison of the predicted cross-track errors and corresponding
half-channel widths shows that “"un-augmented Loran-C" simply cannot yield
satisfactory year-round performance: the error ellipse extends well outside
the channel in 958 of the reaches. Thus the need for differential
corrections of some sort {s Indicated.

Before proceeding to a consideration of differential corrections, we
should make a statement about the probability contour used. 1If the random
var iables were truly Gaussian (normal), we would not be satisfied with the
95% contour - exceeding the channel boundaries 5% of the time is clearly an
unacceptable performance goal. However, we have already noted we have a
distribution which follows a nearly sinusoidal pattern - i.e., one
distinctly different from the Gaussian distribution, particularly regarding
extremes of variation. We can illustrate the difference by comparing a
one-dimensional sinusoid to a Gaussian random variable. A gaussian random
variable remains within two standard deviations of the mean about 95% of the
time. It remains within three standard deviations of the mean about 99.75%
of the time. Thus, if a time difference were truly Gaussian distributed, we
would expect year-round experimentation to show that if the deviation from
the mean exceeded some value, say X, 5% of the time, it would exceed the
value 1.5 X 0.25% of the time.

For the sinusoid-type variation we expect to see in the St. Lawrence
Seaway, this will not be the case. For a pure sinewave, for example, simple
trigonometry shows the deviation from the mean which is not exceeded 95% of
the time is about 99.7% of the zero-to-peak value. Thus, if X again
represents the deviation from the mean which is only exceeded 5% of the
time, 1.003 X represents the value never exceeded. We simply mention all
this in passing ~ along with an observation from the harbor monitor program
that, in situations wherein the seasonal component is predominant, the "95%"
error ellipse closely approximates the maximum error (i.e., 100%
probability) contour. Thus the cross track errors listed in Table 3-1 are
good estimates of the maximum expected error. The sinusoidal vice Gaussian
nature of the variations is th® reason why.

We should now move the discussion to predictions of differential
Loran-C performance. As outlined in Appendix C, we hypothesize a
differential monitor station at the Eisenhower Locks near Massena, N.Y.

We show how it is necessary to re-compute the double range differences and
corresponding standard deviations for the seasonal component of the

var iations. The "differential action,"” in most reaches, removes a
considerable portion of the seasonal component of the variation so that it
is no longer appropriate to ignore the shorter term components in estimating
the total variation. Additionally, it becomes necessary to compute a
separate estimate of the total correlation coefficient for each reach. We
hypothesize a representative short term noise standard deviation (20
nanoseconds) and, using the formulation of Appendix C, devise appropriate
total standard deviation and correlation coefficient estimates. Resulting
error ellipgses are presented in Appendix D and "95%" probability cross-track
errors are listed in Table 3-2 in the column labelled "'Diff' CTE Pred # 1."
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(Note: Thus far in this section, as well as in Appendix C, we have
used the terms “"seasonal component®™ and "shorter term component™ as the
basis for the differential lLoran-C predictions. This choice of words
implies a similarity with the categorization of the "frequency" components
defined at the end of Section 3.4. For the purposes of the discussions in
this section, there is no reason to refute this similarity. 1In reality,
there is a subtle but important distinction to be made. The importance of
the distinction does not affect the discussions until Section 4. Thus, we
will avoid pursuing this matter until Section 4.2 where the introduction of
actual data into the discussions helps illustrate the concepts and ease *the
presentation.)

FProm a first glance at Table 3-2 it appears the Massena differentia)
monitor solved all problems: the cross-track errors are smaller than the
corresponding hal f-channel widths in all cases - with considerable error
margin. However, with the large seasonal component of the variations
removed, we expect the "residuals” to more closely fit the Gaussian mode’
(although still not perfectly). Thus, we can no longer use the "95% is
essentially 100%" sinusoidal case argument and should develop a more
conservative Gaussian error estimate.

We choose the figure 99.9% - a somewhat arbitrary figure - for a number
of reasons. First we should note we still have a non-Gaussian component sc
that we really expect the results from a "99.9% Gaussian analysis" to he
conservative. Next we note the navigation season only extends from abou: !
April to about 15 December - thus excluding most of the worst time of *he
"loran year." Whereas use of the 95% probability figure produces cverl.
optimistic predictions, use of some figure such as 99.99+% would produce
overly pessimistic predictions (besides being a number which exceeds the
availability percentage of Loran-C signals). Neither extreme is called f->-
at this point in the study and the 99.9% figure is offered as a reasonab’e
compromise. Finally, we should note we are talking about a single AID to
navigation - not an input to a robot navigator. The 99.9% figure leaves
room (about 9 hours per year, 6 hours per shipping season) for the naviga: r.

Using the formulas of Appendix A, we find the "size" of the ellipse :s
increased by a factor of 1.52 in going from a probability of 95% to a
probability of 99.9%. Cross-track errors for this predicted probability are
listed in Table 3-3 in the column called "'Conservative' Differential CTE
Pred # 1." The values in the column labelled "error margin"™ are caomputed by
subtracting the conservative cross-~track error predictions from the
half-channel widths.

In examining the table, we see the "conservative" error prediction
never exceeds the half-~channel-width. Thus, the centerline of a vessel
following the loran with no guidance error never goes outside the channe! -
4% *he 99.,9% probability level. We must note, however, that the "half-wid+rh"
of the largest vessels can be 17 meters in the Seaway. Thus, 17 me*ters i= a
number of concern. We place three asterisks in the table for any reach wirh
an error margin less than this value. Three asterisks thus indicate
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Table 3-3 Differential Loran-C Cross-Track Error Predictions -

95% and 99.9% Probability

situations wherein if the conservative error estimate is exceeded, part ~¢ »
vessel with a half-width of 17 meters, following the loran with no guidance
error, is outside the channel. We cannot. »f course, expect zero ship
guidance error. We assign two asterisks '~ a reach in which the error

margin is lese than 22 meters. Thus two ar*=rigks indicate situations ir
which if the conservative error margin estimate is exceeded, part of a

vessel with a "half-width®™ of 17 meters, fol ~wing the loran with 5 meters

or more guidance error, is outside the channel. One asterisk indicates a
situation in which the conservative error es mate leaves less than 10 meters
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for guidance error for a 17 meter "half-width" vessel. We do not offer
these criteria as the ultimate design goal of the study - just as some
figures of merit for the initial examination of predicted differential
Loran-C performance.

In Table 3-3 we see two areas where asterisks are clustered - both
being considerable distances fram Massena. This suggests we consider
adding another monitor station - in the vicinity of reach 7¢ at Wellesley
Island. If we re~-compute the predicted errors based on differential
corrections from this station (for appropriate reaches only), we obtain the
results indicated in Table 3-4.

Half- “RAN" "Difr .3$2:::::::::. Error
Reach ¢ Course Width CTE Pred #1  CTE Pred #2 CTE Pred #2 targin
56 23 152 208 28 4 109
57 223 152 229 27 L} m
58 Fx)| 182 223 2 ) m
59 223 83 235 2 )] 4
60 21 76 222 28 43 k]
6% 236 6 217 2 ) 20 =
6 b7/ 6 2y 29 “ 17 =~
63 297 9 24) 3 43 56
o4 194 9 233 e k- 55
65 218 93 237 2 “ 49
6 216 7 4
67 209 93 243 28 43 50
68 207 L] 50
69 225 9 232 29 4 49
70 22 9 4
n 28 9 22 29 “ 47
72 214 6 17 o
73 219 68 n .
7 235 68 220 28 Lk} 25 *
5 235 68 2% *
76 23 68 25 *
7 239 8 216 ] a3 4
78 22 9 238 29 “ 47
79 246 m 199 2 “ 67
] 263 122+ 148 % 39 83+
8! 193.5 122+ 275 . 43 79+
® 213 165 275 » 9 neé
83 234 8 2?2 x 49 332
Tahle 3-4 Revision to Table 3-3 Based on an Additional Differential

Monitor at Wellesley Island
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Comparing these results with those shown in Table 3-3 suggests it is
appropriate to switch from Massena to Wellesley Island for corrections after
Table 3-5 is constructed using the two station differential
We see we no longer have "three asterisk"
situations so the attention must focus on how much room must be allowed for
Note that except for reaches 61, 62, and 72, at least 7

28 2 s

Differential Loran-C Cross-Track Error Predictions -
Monitors at Massena and Wellesley Island
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4 Before we decide to try to locate another differential monitor station
in the problematic reaches we should consider the source of the problem. As
_ Table C-3 in Appendix C shows, with differential corrections being applied
- from Wellesley Island, there is a slight seasonal camponent which
contributes to the total error budget in reaches 61, 62, and 72 through 76.
L Without trying to find a particular site which resoves this, we should

»( immediately move to consideration of an ®"optimal® monitor site - one which
results in the removal of all seasonal variations. Error ellipses for
reaches 61 and 62 under such conditions are shown on page D-32 which show
the predicted 958 cross-track error is 28 meters. This translates to a
99.9% probability prediction of 43 meters - leaving an error margin of only
18 meters.

Thus, under our assumptions regarding the short-term standard

| deviations, we "bottom out" at the 99.9% level in these tight reaches. Our
assumptions, of course, may be wrong so we cannot drav final conclusions at
this point. It is important, however, to emphasise the source of the
problem which becomes clear from examination of the error ellipses which are
reproduced in figure 3-6 below. A general note about the error ellipse
plots which appear throughout the remainder of the report is in order. The
vertical axes of the plots have a true north-south orientation and the
horizontal axes have a true east-west orientation. The straight line which
extends from the origin, shown below at a heading of 236°T for Reach §61,
indicates the channel course. Characteristics of the ellipse and the
statistics from which it was generated are provided below each plot.

. RERCH 61 OPYIMAL NORTH 960 120 REACH 62 OPTIMAL NORTH 860
i ~ ¢
L] M -
K el ' e 4
- : " d - et A
LT N MR PT TR S0 S T EERIE PR . %€

-3¢

N D S T T S N S

: , U O SO SNV S - OUVIRON ST 0% SO0 HUS SU0Y Y TS S SO0 SO G SNOF S S 000
T N T N A T O O O I | _ic NN 1 S T N U A D O O OV A T

. -s8 » 8 Meters (08 -108 -58 . S8 teters 188
Pravabi ity of 89 % Signa # = @828 usec Probebitity of 98 X Signe W = @28 ucec
np = . 300 Signa X = 828 veeo fing = .98 Signs X = @28 ueec
Nes ATE o 12 Metsre Max CTE = 28 Merere Rex ATEC = 1) Metsre Max CTE = 28 Matere

Figure 3-6 pDifferential Loran-C Error Ellipses at Reaches
61 and 62
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The orientation of the ellipse with respect to the course, in these
critically tight reaches, is essentially "worst case.® 1If the orientation
were rotated 90°, we would have cross-track errors of 11 or 12 meters and
there would be no problem.

The ultimate conclusion may be that loran-C will not work.
Alternatively, we may decide to deploy some other system for these special
reaches. We should note, however, the criticality of system geometry as
well as the importance of obtaining good data in the vicinity of Wellesley
Islandé.

3.6 Summary of Performance Predictions.

In Section 3 we have introduced a model for Loran-C time difference
variations for use in the St. Lawrence Seaway study. We argued that the
variations can be broken down into four “frequency® components. Two of
these, it is claimed, can be adequately measured -~ deterministically - by
the "low-density” sampling strategy used in the harbor monitor program. For
the third component, it is argued, the low-density sampling strategy allows
an adequate statistical measure. The remaining component is called
"near-instantaneous®™ and it is claimed, since this is not "propagation
phenomenon related,” it is not necessary to deploy spatially separate
monitors in the service area to monitor this. If the need is indicated,
estimates of the "rapid" effects can be obtained fram chain operational
monitors. Whereas it has never been demonstrated that these “"rapid® effects
are perfectly monitored at some location other than the point of interest,
that also is something which should be pursued only if the need is indicated
- and in an extremely cautious and careful manner. For now, we must try to
avoid "swallowing any camels while straining for gnats.®” As the next
section will show, there appear to be many “"camels® in the St. Lawrence
Seaway.

To consider the spatial nature of the time difference variations we
introduce the so-called "double-range-difference”™ model which has been use?
in similar studies of this nature. The model is described in Appendix B.
We use data obtained from sites outside the St Lawrence area to apply the
model. 1In other applications, a more empirical use of the model is made -
and nothing presented here should be construed to imply we do not believe
this is the desired approach. Unfortunately, we do not yet have the data
base necessary to support this type of approach and had to turn to more
"heuristic” methods. We did this to emphasize there is a theory for t e
types of variations we expect to see and that its presentation is too
important to wait for an adequate data base. In applying the model, we did
not have a convenient way to estimate all four frequency camponents so we
considered only two types of components. In Section 4 we will further
explore the subtle differences in the two different types of classification
of variations. 1It is noted that in ignoring the distinction for the moment
we do not campromise the validity of the predictions of this section. The
presentation, crude as it may be, serves to focus our attention on the
critical parameters and areas we must concentrate on for the rest of the
study.
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The predictions, which we call "a priori” since they are made without
»( the benefit of observations in the region of interest, show that the

. performance to be obtained, year-round, with "raw" Loran-C is clearly
inadequate for our requirements. Although we do not have a simple method of
separating the shipping season from the entire year, the year-round errors
are large enough for us to easily argue "raw” Loran-C will be inadequate
throughout the shipping season. Similarly, the errors are large enough to
argue a "simple” solution (e.g., the application of monthly or weekly
corrections) does not appear promising. At this point it is not productive
to speculate on the viability of such schemes as daily corrections so we
move directly to consideration of "full Differential loran-C," i.e., we
assume corrections from the monitor are available to the user on,
essentially, a real-time basis.

Hypothesizing a differential control site at Eisenhower Locks, we find
adequate performance - at the 99.9% probability level, is predicted for most
sites. A cluster of problematic reaches is seen in the vicinity of
Wellesley Island. We hypothesize a differential monitor at Wellesley Island
and find the errors are still "too large for comfort” in three of the
reaches. Moreover, we find the errors are predicted to be too large no
matter where we locate a differential correction station. This finding is
based on an arbitrary assumption regarding the short term statistics of the
variations so that we cannot rule out Loran-C at this time. We can,
however, be aware of the "nearly worst case" effects of chain geometry which
is identified as the prime culprit.

If data shows our assumptions about the time difference statistics were
not overly pessimistic, the situation is not all that bad. Portuitously,
the areas of concern are located in reaches in which the proximity of small
islands leads to consideration of a "hybrid system®™ solution. RACONS, for
example could be located on the islands to "mark™ the channel edges. The
entire exercise shows, however, that consideration should be given to
locating a monitor in the Wellesley Island vicinity.

Now that we have made all possible predictions, we should turn to a
consideration of available data. 1In our considerations, we should first
attempt to verify that the predicted "raw" Loran-C error ellipses are
approximately representative of what actually happens. If this can be
accomplished, we can verify our conclusion that with existing chain
geometry, "true"” Differential Loran-C must be employed. Next, we should try
to verify the differential Loran-C predictions - particularly in the
critical reaches near Wellesley Island. Although we do not expect available
data to allow us to say the final word at this time, examining how much of
the predictions of this Section can be tested provides an assessment of the
effectiveness of the experiment to date.
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4. DATA COLLECTION RESULTS

S 4.1 Data Availability

began at Eisenhower Locks (Massena, N.Y.) on 21 October 1981. As described
in Section 2.1, data at Massena is collected every 12 hours. During each

{ sampling period we measure and record the hourly average value and standard
' deviation of the 9960-W and 9960-X time differences. We also record the
minimum and maximun value observed during the sampling period. All of this
data is stored along with notations as to the date and time of the
observations. 1In writing this creport we have used data up to 11 June 1982
for Massena and thus have a total of over 450 sample periods. Although
equipment problems have caused the loss of some data, we find we have
obtained 98% of the desired data at Massena.

P Data collection for the St Lawrence Seaway Loran-C stability study

A 98% camplete record, over a period of almost 8 months, should allow
an adequate "low density” data analysis - particularly if the period
includes all of the winter as the Massena record does. Unfortunately,
Massena ig the only site in the St Lawrence for which we have so much data.
Thus, we can make fairly well substantiated statements about "raw Loran-C,"
but have problems in trying to verify differential Loran-C performance
predictions. The problems are best seen by examining Table 4-1 which shows
the "%-usable” (low density) data available to the authors at che time of
this writing for the period from 21 October 1981 to 11 June 1982.

Total
Site S-usable

Masgena 98%
Tibbetts Point 52¢
Iroquois 20%
Prescott 7%
Beauharnois 4%

Cote Ste Catherine 0t
Brossard 0%

Table 4-1 Percent Usable Data from St. Lawrence Seaway Loran-C Sites
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A reason for low data availability at some sites (e.g., Brossard) is
the fact that the installations took place late in the October '81 - June
'82 period. The fact, for example, that we expect a much higher performance
record from the Brossard site over the next few months does nothing to
alleviate the plight of the authors who are trying to report - now - on the
results of the 8-month effort.

Another reason for the low data availability reflected in Table 4-1 for
sites other than Tibbetts Point and Massena is the substantial "time delay"”
involved in obtaining the data. As an example, we should note that as of
"close of wusiness" on 21 June 1982, data from Massena and Tibbetts Point up
to and including the first hourly sample taken on 21 June 1982 was obtained
and examined by project personnel at the USCG Research and Development
Center. This data was available to the authors that same day (it was not
used due to a self-imposed deadline regarding the preparation of plots).
This situation contrasts significantly with that associated with the data
fram other sites. As of 21 June 1982, no data beyond 18 May 1982 has been
received and reviewed. The great question regarding the data from these
other sites is: "suppose 'something broke' on 19 May 1982?" This is not
merely a hypothetical question: situations such as this have already
occurred several times during the course of this project. 1If this has
happened, we have lost more than a month of data unless something has "fixed
itself." Those with a mild technical background (e.g., those who own TV
sets) can appreciate the unlikeliness of this happening.

A final major reason for low data availability is a feature found only
at the "Ad Hoc" sites. Without a computer-based controller of some sort,
the data is recorded without corresponding date/time information. The data
is obtained at some integer multiple of 0.0996 seconds so that, ideally, one
could reconstruct the times. If, however, power s temporarily interrupted,
or if equipment malfunctions occur, we cannot reconstruct the date and time
of the measurements unless an operator re-initializes the system and is
meticulous about manually recording the date and time of re-initialization,
Unfortunately, we do not have technically skilled operators at the Ad Hoc
equipment sites and through this "improper initialization"™ mechanism, have
lost a considerable amount of data. In many cases, the loran-C data is
available - "time of measurement unknown" - and this could be used to make
some statements about "raw Loran-C" performance. Given the availability of
data from Massena, however, we will be able to say all we need to about "raw
Loran-C" so this is redundant information. The true value of data from
sites other than Massena is that it could allow measurements of differential
Loran-C performance. Accurate knowledge of the date and time of the
observation, however, is critical for this analysis and, in many cases, this
vital information has been lost.

Table 4-2 provides a breakdown of the "unusable data" causes for each
site. From this we can see there are so many problems with the Ad Hoc data
sites that we must seriously consider upgrading the sites with more reliable
equipment. The major problem with the buoy auditing equipment sites are all
related to untimely collection and review of the data. Serious
consideration should be given to upyrading the equipment at these sites to
allow remote {via phone) access.
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Site

Prescott/Ft Wellington
(2/10/82 ~ 6/8/82)

Iroquois Lock
'3/17/82 - 5/14/82)

Beauharnois Look
12/21/61 - $/5/€1)

.-u¢ Ste. Catherine
.'22/81 - 5/%/82)

v msecd
4/82 - 5/5/82)

Comments

s. Buoy Auditing Bquipment Set installed at Port Wellington 2/10/62.
b. 2/10/82 - 3/11/821 Data not valid due to gounding problems.
c. 3/11/82 - 3729/82: Data is valid but features several 1-1/2
to 2 day g9aps whenever tapes ran out.
4. 3/30/82 - 4/20/82: No valid data due tO equipment and power
failures.
e. 4/20/82: equipment moved from Port Mellington to CCG Base at
Prescott. 1D offsets recorded.
f. 4/20/82 - 4/24/82: valid Data.
q. 4/25/82 - 6/8/823 data not valid due to receiver problems.
h. 6/8/82: ruceiver replaced, only 9960-wW and 9960-X dats being
recoraed.
Summary: 1lnsufficient dacta for a msaningful low density analysis.
Of the data collected during tne period 2/10/82 - 6/8/682,
148 is usadle.

a. Installed 3/17/02 as an M Hoc type site.
b. 3/17/82 - ¢/20/82: gqood datas with only one 7-hour period of lost
data - dus to a “cycle siip.”
c. 4/21/82: Buoy Avditing Set, with a signal splitter, installed.
4. 4/21/82 - $/3/82;: Goud daca with the signal splitter.
e. 5/3/82 - 5/14/82; Deca lost due to lack of re-initfalistion
after a power loss.
f. About 6/15/82: 9plitter removed upon USCG recommendstion.
Offsets recorded.
Summary: Iroguois Lock now feetures a single recelver using one
antenna. 9960-W and 9960-X data being recorded.
Of the Gate ovllected Guring the period 3/17/82 - 4/14/82,
768 {s usable.

a. Installed 12/21/681 as an M Hoc type site.
b. 12/22/8) - 4/2/92: Data not valid due to poor grounding.
9960-X TD's and SNR readings unstable.
c. 4/2/862: improved grounding.
d. 4/2/82 - 5/5/82: About 758 of the data i{s invalid due to a
"cycle slip”® an the 9960-X bassline.
Summary: Insufficient data for a msaningtul low density analysis.
Of the dats collected during the period 12/21/82 -
$/5/82, 6% is usable.

a. 1Installed 12/22/81 as an Ad Hoc type site.

b. 12/22/81 - 4/1/82: Data is not valid due to poor grounding.
TD's and SNR's unstable.

c. &/1/82: Grounding improved. Subsequently discovered that
the receiver “went bad” sometims between 4 and 11 Peb. 1982.

Summary: Nowe of the data is valid.

a. 5/4/82:1 Installed as an A Hoc type site.

b, 5/5/82: No valid data due to grounding problems. 9960-X TD'a
and 6NR's unstadle.

Summary:s Mo further data available by “press time."

Table 4-2 Comments on Site Performance

Specific examples of the data obtained duriny the problem periods
utlined above are provided in Appendix F.
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4.2 Evaluation of Massena Data.

We begin the evaluation by considering the data collected at the
Massena, M.Y. site. Plots of the time difference readings are provided in
figures 4-1.a. and b. The data is plotted from Julian Day 1 to Julian Day
365 to be consistent with the plots introduced in Section 3 and the
Appendices. Thus, the first (read from left to right) 155 days of data
?38?" below comprise 1982 data whereas the data plotted to the right is from

5 Usec Massena NY Nnuoy

a.
S ‘Lul1.1411.Ll,Llul,lL.AJuh.1
1 38 (1] %0 120 134 100 218 240 [ 24 ) Joe 330 k(]
Jultan Day ¢
Mean = [472).963 Sigma = . 133
usec Massena NY
5.

1[11141111llLllllLllLlLllllllJl
i 1] L 1] { 1] 10 1%Q 180 218 240 24 ] 300 e 360
Julian Dey @
Mean = 27091.320 Signa = 248
Figure 4-1 9960-W/X Loran-C TD Plots - Massena
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There are many things we can say about the data records but we should start
by comparing the statistical results to the year-round predictions for "raw
Loran-C*® of Section 3. Por the 9960-W baseline, we predicted a standard
deviation of 0.144 usec. We see the results - for almost 8 months of data
show a "sigma®™ of 0.133 ugsec. For 9960-X, we predicted a standard deviation
of 0.255 usec and observe a "sigma" of 0.248 usec. We will have to wait
several months for the final judgment on the predictions but note we expect
both data records to remain fairly stable throughout the Summer and early
Fall. Thus we can "dub in"™ a sequence of data points which follow the basic
trend established by mid~-June and compute the statistics of the results.
They turn out to yield "sigmas”™ of 0.137 usec and 0.256 usec for 9960-W and
9960-X, respectively.

Fram this we can conclude the time differences at Massena agree with
the pattern suggested by other N.E.U.S. data collection sites within S%. 1In
short, there are no surprises at Massena regarding the year-round standard
deviations. The data points of figures 4-1.a. and b. are converted to
position errors to produce the "scatter plot® shown in figure 4-2.

°es

0Py

159

-130

Geedeedogens O TS SUUE NN :
peg it Lo o 4 b 10 b 1 pd 1
B ~198 a 1980 Meters MO
Prebability of 8% 4 Signe M = 133 vsec
Rhe = .0e2 Signe % = 247 uesc
Mex ATE « 130 tetare Maw CTE @ (46 W .o
Pigure 4-2 9960-W/X loran-C Error Fix Scatter Plot - Massena

In the process of generating the ellipse that 1s inciuded in fiqure
1 2, w nave computed the correlation coefficient of the two time difference
words. At 0.942, the observed value, as expected, is higher than the 0.90
‘e we used in Section 3 for the "raw Loran-C" predictions.




Prom the results presented thus far, we can draw several important
conclusions:

a. The correlation coefficient prediction was low. As noted in
Section 3, this was the result of a conscious attempt to generate
congervative predictions. The standard deviations we have observed are not
different from the predicted values in any statistically significant sense.
This is a critical result. It suggests that with the simple "land/seawater
modification® to the uniform propagation assumption described in Appendix B,
the double-range difference model applies very well to observations in the
vicinity of Massena, N.Y. Thus, we have no evidence of propagation
anamolies thus far.

b. The error pattern of the actual fixes does not perfectly
follow the ®"pure ellipse® pattern. This can be considered primarily a
result of the non-gaussian nature of the processes involved. To a “"very
useful degree," however, the pattern is as predicted and the appropriateness
of the "elliptical analysis®™ is verified.

¢. 1In figure 4-3.a. and b,, we compare observed results with
predicted results. Table 4-3 summarizes the comparison.
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Figure 4-13 Comparison of Predicted and Observed Error Ellipses -
Massena
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Max CTE Max ATE

Predicted 95% Ellipse 157 m 136 m
95% Ellipse Determined

by Observed Statistics ldn 130 m

Actual Observations 13 m 96 m

Table 4-3 Comparison of Predicted and Observed Errors - Massena

The observation here is that the 95% ellipses, for “raw loran-C,"
year-round, provide predictions which exceed the largest errors actually
observed. This verifies the contention of Section 3 that these predictions
closely approximate 1008 error contours.

The Massena data can be presented in several other ways. Indeed, the
nunber of ways the data can be presented and analyzed is seemingly limitless.

This last statement leads to an aside comment regarding the importance of
first obtaining the database. Stated differently, the authors can think of
at least 57 different ways to present and analyze the observations made at
Massena in January 1982 (in g similar study made about a decade ago for the
o0ld 9930-Z baseline, we seemed to "make a living" for several years by
providing different presentations of the same data. We call this the “"porno
movie syndrome.") 1If, several years from now, we think of another analysis
technique, we can immediately apply it. There will never again, however, be
an opportunity to collect January 1982 data. Thus, the first priority is to
obtain the data base - however modest it may at first appear.

Herein we will provide only some of the possible presentations (leaving
roam for "further study.®) PFigures 4.4.a. and 4.4.b. show the cross-track
and along-track errors as a function of time. The seasonal nature of the
var iations is clearly illustrated.
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Pigure 4-4 illustrates another important concept: how does one pick
the reference value for the plots? Thus far we have chosen the reference
point as the average value of all available data. If we were, for example,
only interested in the month of May, we might examine figure 4-4 and
erroneously conclude we are "stuck™ with a seemingly consistent cross-~track
error of about 70 meters. The situation therefore is misleading for if we
were truly interested only in May, we would have chosen the average position
observed (or expected from previous studies) in May as the reference. A
note of caution should be sounded that it is not yet clear at this point how
this average value can be obtained for all waypoints. It is claimed,
however, that this is a problem that can be addressed in a systematic
fashion at a later date in the study. First we should attempt to determine
if consideration of such details as this is warranted: perhaps there is
some other fundamental limitation which will rule out the use of loran-C in
the Seaway. Only if no such limitations are found should we turn our
attention to such details as this which is simply noted in passing.

Having said about all that need be said about "raw Loran-C" performance
at Massena, we should proceed with an examination of how the data can be
used to test other predictions of Section 3. Before attempting to construct
differential Loran~C observations, we can examine the "frequency" components
of the Massena data records. Figure 4-5 shows the total data record for the
9960-W baseline observations at Massena, the "low frequency" component
{obtained by applying a 2-week sliding average filter to the raw data) and
the residual "shorter-term"” component. The plots are analogous to those of
figure 3-4. The same components for the 9960-X baseline are shown in Figure
4-6.

If we try to compare the statistics of the residuals plotted in figqures
4-5 and 4-6 with the 20-nanosecond "shorter-term"™ variation standard
deviation used for the predictions of Section 3, we see substantial
disagreement. The residuals for the 9960-W baseline have a standard
deviation of 47 nanoseconds and the residuals for the 9960-X baseline have a
standard deviation of 82 nanoseconds.

Actually, the problem is only that we are mixing models. This is an
understandable thing to do given the small data base, and we will be tempted
to do it throughout this section. We are now seeing the effects indicated
in the note of section 3.5 regarding the classification of various
components of the Loran-C time difference variations. The need for an
in-depth discusion is now indicated.
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The 20 nanosecond figure used in Section 3.5 (and Appendix C) came from
a differential Loran-C model and represented that component of the
variations assumed independent from site to site. Thus we cannot obtain a
direct measure of it by examining the Massena data alone. 1Ideally, we would
obtain an estimate of it by subtracting the Massena data record from a data
record obtained at a nearby site. Thus, we would simulate differential
loran-C performance at the other site and, by breaking the resulting data
record down into a "seasonal®™ and "shorter-term®™ (more properly called
"gite-independent®) component, could test the bases of the prediction
model. We would hope to find the "seasonal™ component properly represented
by the double range difference and the "residual® component with a standard
deviation of about 20 ¥2 nanoseconds. This then is the approach we would
take if we had a reasonable database from another nearby site.

Since we do not have this other database, we will spend more time
scrutinizing the Massena data. Although a suboptimal occupation, we can
obtain valuable insight and the exercise is deemed worthwhile. Care must
simply be taken, as we have already begun to emphasize, that we are not yet
doing a direct differential lLoran-C analysis.

In the preliminary discussion of the Loran-C time difference variation
model in Section 3, we referred to Appendix B where, almost as an aside, we
noted that the temporal and spatial nature of the TD variations were
interrelated. We must now expand upon this concept and begin to introduce
more detailed consideration of the variations. Use of the reasonably
complete Massena data base will prove invaluable in illustrating the
concepts. We begin by recalling Section 3.4 claimed there were 4 major
frequency components we should consider. Having described the four
components, we proceeded in Section 3.5 with predictions based on two
components: one that is highly correlated from site to site and one that is
independent from site to site. These two classifications of components (one
having 4 constituents, the other having 2) are not directly related. Thus,
we should call the four component classification the "temporal® one, and the
two component classification the ®"gpatial® one to emphasize the distinction.

At the low frequency end of the temporal classification, we find the
so-called "seasonal"” component is highly correlated from site to site and
from baseline to baseline. Thus it fits in the highly correlated portion of
the spatial classification. We see significant evidence of this correlation
by comparing the plot of figure 4-5.b. to that of figqure 4-6.b. and even to
3-4.b. At the other end of the temporal variation classification, we finc
the so-called "near instantaneous® frequency component. It is claimed thar
this component is also, to a large extent, highly correlated from site to
gsite. Small data record discontinuities resulting from local timing
corrections (corrections entered by the SAM that produce identical effects
throughout the service area) comprise a large portion of this temporal
component. Thus, when we chose the terminology "seasonal™ and
"shorter-term” components in Section 3.5, we were being somewhat
misleading. Indeed, of all four temporal classification components,
we expect only a small portion of the so-called “"short-term™ effects
and the portion of the "near-instantaneous® effects produced by atmospheri:
noise to show substantial de-correlation from site to site. The prime
contributors are the effects of weather fronts which pass between the
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sites being compared along the signal path. These effects happen too slowly
to be called "near-instantaneous®™ but too rapidly to be called "medium-term”
or "seasonal® (as defined on pages 3-7 and 3-8). Thus, for the remainder of
this report, we will be more detailed in our modeling and clear up the
terminology by using the terms "spatially correlated™ and "spatially
independent™ as the camponents of the spatial classification.

The application of the above discussion is that whereas we expect
differential loran-C corrections to remove much (depends on the A DRD) of
the "low frequency” error shown in figures 4-5.b. and 4-6.b., we also expect
a considerable portion of the "residual” errors shown in figures 4-5.c. and
4-6.c. to be removed. By using the 2-week filter in figures 4-5 and 4-6, we
have merely separated the component bearing the temporal classification
*"seaonal® from the other components. We expect true differential Loran-C to
do better so that figure 4-5.c. and 4-6.c. do not provide a good
differential Loran~C "simulation.”

Although we have just belabored the point that manipulation of “"Massena
only"” data is a suboptimal approach to testing for expected differential
Loran-C performance, there are some further steps we can take in trying to
get a good "simulation.” One reason for doing thias is that Massena is our
largest, highest quality data base. Another is that we can use it to lead
into the next section where we can illustrate more detailed characteristics
of the variation.

We proceed by noting our previous claim that we expect the "medium
term" frequency component, as well as the "seasonal"” freguency component to
be highly correlated from site to site. Thus, we expect differential
corrections to remove a certain portion (again, proportional to A DRD) of
this component also. Importantly, just as with the seasonal component, we
can remove this "spatially correlated” component through time domain
filtering., 8Specifically, we can apply a sliding 3-day filter to the Massena
data record and, by subtraction, remove both the seasonal and the medium
term components (i.e., the components claimed to be almost entirely
spatially correlated) from the other components. The process is illustrated
for the 9960-W baseline in figure 4-7 and for the 9960-X baseline in figure
4-8.
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We see that the standard deviations of the "residuals" have now been
reduced to 26 and 43 nanoseconds for the 9960-W and 9960-X baselines
respectively. This represents a substantial improvement over the 47 and 82
nanosecond residual standard deviations after the application of the 2 week
filter and is approaching the figure we expect. The remaining disagreement
is not an immediate cause of concern because we know that part of the
remaining short term and near-instantaneous components are spatially
correlated. Unfortunately, for these components, the spatial and temporal
nature of the variations are significantly related s0 we cannot remove any
more spatially correlated co#ponents by time domain filtering alone. Thus
we have gone about as far as we can go with "Massena only" data

We should not conclude this section on such a negative note: the
Massena data has proved extremely useful in verifying much of what was
presented in Section 3. For “"raw" Loran-C, the predicted statistics agree
extremely well with those observed at Massena. Thus, we can verify the
conclusion of Section 3 that raw lLoran-C, year-round, is inadequate for the
St Lawrence Seaway requirements. Although we could not obtain proper
verification of the differential Loran-C statistics, this is a limitation to
be encountered anytime data is available only from one site. From the
Massena data, we saw no indications that our predictions are substantially
out of line.

4.3 Rvaluation of Data Prom Tibbetts Point

Our prime concern right now is to find some other site with reasonable
data to further pursue the verification of our differential Loran-C
performance predictions. Since we have a fairly camplete data record from
Tibbetts Point after early PFebruary 1982, we will start with that site. The
extreme range from Massena makes this a fortunate site to have winter/spring
data from.

The time difference records from Tibbetts Point are presented in

figures 4-9 and 4-10 which include the "raw" data, the filtered (2-week)
data and the "residuvals.”
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The first comment we can make is that the peak-to-peak values of the
seasonal component is about 900 nanoseconds for both baselines - 9960-W
showing a slightly larger swing than 9960-X. Using the sinusoidal
approximation, we would expect "sigmas" of about 320 nanoseconds. The
computed "sigmas® turn out to be about 10% higher - a situation we might not
encounter if we had data in Januvary. For the most part, given we have only
about 4-1/2 months of data, we conclude this is good agreement with the
method used to predict "seasonal sigmas.” (We are fortunate to have this
pacrticular 4-1/2 month period. Although not optimal, it allows a better
estimate of the peak-to-peak variation than we would obtain from almost any
other 4-1/2 month part of the year.)

We see a problem in that we predicted "sigmas®™ of 242 and 325
nanoseconds for 9960-W and 9960-X, respectively, at Tibbetts Point. Whereas
the prediction error for 9960-X is less than 10%, it is over S08% for the
9960-W baseline. This observation, in conjunction with the observation that
the Massena data agreed so well with the predictions based on other N.E.U.S.
gite data, suggests a significant violation of the uniform propagation
(modified for "land/seawater®) model. This is a significant finding (a
"camel®”) and illustrates the utility of the low density analysis. Before
considering implications of the problem for the differential Loran-C
analysis, we should finish the discussion of "raw" Loran-C performance at
Tibbetts Point.

Figure 4-1ll.a. is a scatter plot of the fixes obtained by using the
Tibbetts Point data along with a super imposed error ellipse generated by
using the observed statistics. The predicted error ellipse is provided as
figure 4-11.b. to facilitate side-by-side comparison.
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Some comments are in order. First, we should note that the basic
elliptical pattern is generally a correct representation of the actual
distribution of errors. Next we note that the actual ellipse is rotated
about 30° relative to the predicted ellipse. This rotation is a
consequence of the incorrect estimate of the ratio of the variations for the
two time differences (we predicted a "sigma-W/sigma-X ratio” of about 0.75
and observed one of about 1.07). Interestingly, the rotation (along with
the effects of a much higher correlation coefficient than our conservativ.
estimate) served the purpose of reducing the maximum cross-track error.

We should now move to a consideration of differential Loran~C
performance at Tibbetts Point with corrections being applied fram a monit~r
at Massena. We begin by subtracting the Massena data records from the
corresponding records at Tibbetts Point. The results are shown in figures
4-12 and 4-13. MAgain, we provide the "raw" data, a filtered (2-week!
version of the data, and the residuals of the filtering process.

We see that the peak-to-peak value of the seasonal component is about
600 nanoseconds for 9960-W and about 270 nanoseconds for 9960-X. By our
sinugsoidal approximation, we would thus estimate seasonal standard
deviations of 212 and 95 nanoseconds, respectively. These are "close® to
the computed values of 238 and 112. As with the comments on raw Loran-C at
Tibbetts Point, we would expect better agreement if we had data from January.

The problem already noted in the discussion of the raw data at Tibbetts
Point becomes even more pronounced when we compare these observations with
our predictions of the differential variations. We predicted a "sigma-W" of
101 nanoseconds and a "sigma-X" of 76 nanoseconds. Thus we have a 136%
error for 9960-W and a 47% error for 9960-X.
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A scatter plot for the data contained in figures 4-12.a. and 4-1'.a. s
provided in ficure 4-14 along with a plot of the predicted error ellipse.
Primarily because of the incorrect prediction of the "sigma-W/sigma-X
ratio,” the actual ellipse is rotated about 50° from the predicted
ellipse. Although the errors are much larger than we had predicted, 1t s
interesting to note that the maximum cross-track error still leaves plenty
of room in the vicinity of Tibbetts Point - Reach $#82 has a half-channel
width of 165 meters.
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Figure 4-14 Comparison of Predicted and Observed Differential Loran-C

Error Ellipses: Tibbetts Point Mirus Massena

We must recall, however, that the prime use we need to make <t the
Tibbetts Pcint data is to determine how well we can predict what happens
between Tibbetts Point and Massena. In this regard, we recall the Section 1
conclusion that it appears we need at least one more differential correction
station - most likely one in the vicinity of Wellesley Island. We expec*
the establishment of such a site (or, perhaps, additional sites) will roduc
a considerable portion of the seasonal variation shown in fiqures 4-12.h.
and 4-13.b.

If we imagine, for the moment, that we can remove most of the seasonal
component from the Tibbetts Point data by the application of differertial
corrections from some "yet-to-be-determined” site, we can focus our
attention on the "residuals” shown in figures 4-12.c. and 4-13.c. We see
<tandard deviations of 69 and 33 nanoseconds for 996C-~W and 9960-X,
respectively. Although -oles have been reversed as t- which TD varies more,
we note we are left with standard deviations smaller than those for the
"analogous” "Massena only" situation shown in fiqures 4-5.c. and 4-6.c.
This is in spite of the fact that Tibbetts Point is as far southwest of
Massena as one can go and still be in the Seaway. This illustrates the
claims of the previous section that much of the variation remaining afte-
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the seasonal frequency component has been removed is still spatially
correiated. Unlike with the "Massena only" situation, we now have a means
to "get at” this other dimension of the variations. A very important

(” observation is that the 33 nanosecond standard deviation for 9960-X
approaches the 20»r7>(i.e., 28) nanosecond standard deviation we used for
the "spatially independent™ component in our predictions.

At this point we should focus our attention on this 33 nanosecond
statistic for the 9960-X baseline and review how it was obtained. First we
subtracted the Massena data record from the Tibbetts Point data record to
simulate differential Loran-C. In doing so, we fully expected the result +¢o
have all four frequency components remaining. The magnitude of the
camponents was expected to be in accordance with the following breakdown:

a. Seasonal frequency component. We expected this component of the
Tibbetts Point and Massena data records to have almost perfect spatial
correlation. Note correlation does not imply a one-to-one relationship
(i.e., when the Massena data slowly "rises,” we expect to find the Tibbetts
Point data slowly rising - but not necessarily by the same amount). Thus,
we expect the differential corrections will remove only a certain percentace
of this component of the variation - that dictated by /DRD considerations.
Thus we expect to find a seasonal frequency component remnant in the
"Tibbetts minus Massena™ data.

b. Medium-Term frequency component. As with the seasonal frequency
component, we expect almost perfect spatial correlation in this component of
the Tibbetts Point and Massena variations. Also, we expect to be able to
remove only the percentage of this component dictated by the ADRD. Thu=r
this component is expected to be found in the "Tibbetts minus Massc~a' data.

c. Short-term frequency component. We expect this component o have
two significant sub-components:

(1) A spatially correlated part which occurs for the same reasons
the seasonal and medium term components occurred. Again, the percentage
removed will be dictated by /DRD so the "Tibve ts minus Massena" data wi !
contain some of this component.

(2) A spatially independent part due to the passage of fronts,
etc. We do not expect to he able to remove any of this so it will be found.
in toto, in the "Tibbetts minus Massena" data.

d. Near-instantaneous frequency component. We expect this componen*
to have three significant sub-components:

{1) A spatially correlated part due to chain timing corrections,
most of the effects of chain eqguipment changes, equipment problems at the
SAM, and rapid weather effects that are localized to the vicinity of SAM.
etc. We expect this sub-component to be common to all sites and thus no* he
present in the "Tibbetts minus Massena” data.

(2) A spatially correlated part that, like the seasonal and
medium term components, 1= related to double range difference. This will ‘b
present in the "Tibbetts minus Massoena” data because only the percentage




dictated by ADRD considerations is removed through differential corrections.

(3) A spatially independent sub-component due to local weather
effects, local equipment reactions to chain equipment changes, and local
noise, etc. This cannot be removed or reduced through differential
corrections and will thus be present, in toto, in the "Tibbetts minus
Massena® data.

By the time we had looked at only the "raw"™ Loran-C data at Tibbetts
Point we knew we had encountered an anomaly in the double range difference
which would impact on the worthiness of our predictions. The anomaly became
even more noticeable when we actually accomplished the data record
subtraction to simulate the effects of differential corrections from Massena
being applied to a "site of interest™ at Tibbetts Point. Since we had
already concluded in Section 3 that we probably could not "make it" with
only the monitor at Massena, this was not an immediate cause for alarm.
Since the seasonal frequency component is hypothesized (based on
considerable corroborating observations at other sites) to be almost
perfectly spatially correlated, a comparison of this component in the
"Tibbetts minus Massena” data to the predictions gave a measure of the error
in the assumed ADRD. We assume we can remove this, and any other spatially
correlated component or sub-component to any extent we find necessary
(actually, at Tibbetts Point, because of the wide channel, no improvement is
recessary) by appropriate selection of a closer differential correction
station.

Putting this "assumed solvable" issue aside for the moment, we would
like to attempt to "get at"™ an observed measure of the spatially independent
component. The criticality of this quest is seen if we recall the final
discussions in Section 3.5: because of geometry, it is the spatially
independent component - the one that we cannot remove no matter where we
locate the differential station - that appears to be the limiting factor in
"tight reaches™ such as #61 and #62. With our assumed statistics for the
spatially independent component, we were already "too tight for comfort" in
these reaches so that a critical goal of the data anmalysis should be to seek
ways to confirm or refute these assumptions. If they are correct, or
optimistic, we have severe problems. If they are pessimistic, we may be in
good shape.

Thus, we removed the seasonal component in the "Tibbetts minus Massena”
data in our first attempt to get at the "spatially independent only" portion
of the variation. This, then, is how we arrived at the 33 nanosecond fiqure
for 9960-X (and the 69 nanosecond fiqure for 9960-W).

This review complete, we can appreciate the question: are the 33/69
nanosecond figures representative of the spatially independent components -
i.e., the hest we can expect? From the discussion we can see we expect to
find (if we somehow could) that the "real bottom line®™ is possibly better
than the 33/69 nanosecond figures would indicate -~ but we cannot yet say how
much better. We say this because sub-components decribed above to he "of
rpe” b., c.(1), and 4. (2) will be reduced as we move the differential
control station closer to Tibbetts Point. By use of a time domain filter we
~annot "get at" sub-component c. (1) without removing suh-component c. (2)
'erroneously), nor can we get at sub-component d.(2). We can, however,
remove sub-component b. by use of a 3-day filter. We do this in fiqures
4-15 and 4-16.




Figure 4-15
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We see the significant effect this operation has had: the standard
deviation for 9960-W has been reduced to 33 nanoseconds and the standard
deviation for 9960-X has been reduced to 20 nanoseconds. Thus, we have
reason for hope. Before considering the implications of these results we
should pause to compare these results with the analogous situation for the
"Massena only" analysis reflected in figures 4-7 and 4-8. Note that by
subtracting the "3-day-filtered" component in both cases we removed the
seasonal and medium term components. The difference in the plots (which
resulted in a standard deviation reduction from 43 to 33 nanoseconds for
9960-W and from 26 to 20 nanoseconds for 9960-X) was obtained through
*differential action.”™ The difference represents how much of the "residual”
variation was common to both sites (and thus removed in toto) and how much
was related to ADRD (and thus removed in the percentage indicated by the
ADRD) .

(Note: A direct comparison of the 43 nanosecond figure to the 33 nanosecond
figure does indeed confirm improvement. Likewise a comparison of the 26 and
20 nanosecond figures. There is more going on here, however, than the
direct comparison indicates. Recall the formulation of Section 3 (and
Appendix C) shows that when we implement differential Loran-C when there is
no spatially correlated component, we actually expect the standard deviation
to increase - by a factor of /2. Thus, our predictions had accounted for an
increase in the standard deviation if there were no spatially correlated
compaonents. In view of this consideration, the reductions are even more
significant in their implications.)

"Tantalizingly,” we cannot distinguish between the two sources of
improvement at present. At worst, all the improvement was due to the
removal of common error terms. More likely, some of the improvement was due
to the removal of the common error terms and some was removed because
Massena is closer to Tibbetts Point than Sandy Hook, N.J. or Cape Elizabeth,
Me, are. In this latter, more likely case, we can expect even further
reduction in the residual variations if we locate a differential correction
station closer to Tibbetts Point (which, it should be clear by now, we must
do).

Bearing this "hoped for" further improvement in mind (besides recalling
we are temporarily ignoring the question of how to get rid of the majority
of the large spatially correlated components), we should turn to the
all-important consideration of how the TD variations in figures 4-15.c. and
4-16.c. translate to positional errors. Those TD records are converted to
position variations in the scatter plot of figure 4-17.
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From the plot we see further cause for optimism - a cause that has Heer
evident in previous scatter plots. The increased "sigma-W/sigma-X ratic
has again rotated the error ellipse. This is of absolutely no signit- ar -
in the "wide open" channel near Tibbetts Point but is of immense concern »»
the tighter reaches such as #61 and #62 where, as indicated *n Sectior -, we
were stymied by an almost "worst case” orientation of the major (larger!
axis of the ellipse. Although the data was not obtained in the vicinity of
these reaches, we can simulate what we now have reason to expect will occur
in these reaches - with a nearby differential control station - by applying
the geometry at these reaches to the Tibbetts Point data of figures 4-15.-,
and 4-16.c. This is not a "reckless" thing to do since, because these
reaches are closer to Massena than Tibbetts Point is, we expect even sma'!l-r
variations would be observed at these sites. This simulation is
accomplished in figure 4-18.

Raach ¢ NOP T4+ 1860
e ? :
3 I SR SR
:
e -
3 P -
b e o - 1
[} : !
g + 1
F'.’ . .. . N “ e . 1
_,c b o - Ly N . . . H
e o
T W recers B8
Procepilit, of 8% % Siges H = 0833 usec
Rho = .7y Sigre 1 @ BcB veec
her ATE = 13 Meters Max C'CE & (2 matrers
Figure 4-18 Application of the loran-C Data of Figure 4-17 to the

Geometry at Reach #62
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Again, we see the "benign" change in the orientation of the ellipse.
The significant reduction in the variation of the 9960-X TD is responsibtle
for this. The phenomenon 1s illustrated, somewhat, in figure 4-19 where we
show the actual LOP's at Reach #61. We see immediately, of course, that the
crossing angles of the LOP's are far from optimal. More importantly, we see
that the W LOP is ne~rly perpendicular to the course. Thus, variations in
the 9960-W TD's produce substantial along-track errors but not much
cross-track error. The 9960-X LOP is by no means parallel to the course but
it does have a larger "cross-track-error-axis-projection" than the 9960-W
LOP. Thus, a significant reduction in the 9960-X variations from what we
predicted (i.e., a reduction from 28 nanoseconds to, at most, 20
nanoseconds) has a significant effect on the cross-track error near reaches
#61 and 62.
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Pigure 4-19 9960-W/X Lines of Position at Reach #67

It is interesting at this point to note how the 95% percent contour is
beginning to truly approach that gaussian characteristic - a small but
noticeable percentage of the fixes of figure 4-18 are outside the conrtour
(the data record shows 15 out of just over 200 points are outside the
contour). In figure 4-20, we show the same scatter plot as in figure 4-1&
but now superimpose the 99.9% probability contour.
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Here we see direct evidence of applicability of the gaussian
characteristics. We note that the one point which is outside the ellipse is
"way out.” This fix is a result of the data which shows up as a "spike" in
figures 4-15.c. and 4-16.c. just before 1 April 1982 (Julian Day 91). The
first thing we should say is that the large TD variations did not result in
ar. abnormally large cross-track error so we are interested in the "anomaly"
only in a statistical sense (i.e., "this time" the direction of the large
nos:tional error was benign but what about next year?). This anomalous
point will be discussed in greater detail in the next section. For now, we
wi’l simply point out that the "wild behavior" at about 1 April 1982 is
evident in all data records presented thus far - i.e., in both the 9960-W
and 9960-X data records for both Massena and Tibbetts Point (check figures
4-5.c., 4-6.c., 4-9.c., and 4-10.c.). This indicates a portion of the
anomaly is spatially related (specifically, of type c.(1)) and would have
been further reduced by a closer differential correction station.

Before finishing up the discussion of the "Tibbetts minus Massena" data
we should return to the question of the large seasonal and medium term
fwaquency component that we temporarily put aside. Even though we do not
ve* know the "bottom line" on the spatially independent variations (though
wr vn0ow we must be approaching it) we see from figure 4-20 that we have some
"“reathing room” even after we allow for 17 meter vessel half-widths and as
much as 10 meters for guidance error. Thus we can allow for "mild"
spatially correlated components to be added to the spatially independent
«omponents - particularly for the 9960-W baseline in the vicinity of Reaches
#26% and 62 - and still be safe. Thus, we could re-do the differential
toran-C predictions of Section 3 based on the new evidence about the size of
the spatially independent components. We claim, however, that such an
update is premature at present.
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If we were to attempt an update, we would have to revise our estimation
of the spatially correlated components as well as the spatially independent
ones since available data also indicates the need. Given only two data
sites however, our only recourse would be the application of another linear
model - {i.e., create straight lines of different slopes than those shown in
figure 3-5: the basis for the predictions of Section 3. The updated slopes
would have to be determined by forcing straight lines to pass through the
Tibbetts Point and Massena data points.

Although at first glance this might seem like a very "artificial®™ thing
to do it would be consistent with the most popular, classical approach to a
non-linear problem. In the approach it is argued that, although a generally
non-linear effect is conceded, a linear approximation to the variation is
satisfactory for a small area about the operating region. The arguments are
based on Taylor series considerations. If we were to use them, we would, in
essence, be claiming that terms of higher order than the linear ones (there
may be several independent variables) are negligibly small. For the case in
point, we would be conceding that a simple linear relation does not hold all
the way from the "origins" (Sandy Hook/Cape Elizabeth) to Tibbetts Point,
but is very nearly what happens over the small area of the Seaway. Thus, we
would be arguing the "bulk® of the non-linear effects have occurred before
we get to the Seaway. Herein lies the reason we cannot use this approach:
we already know, from section 4.2, that the Massena data agrees very well
with what a simple linear extension of N.E.U.S. coast data suggests.

Thus, we know that if Tibbetts Point is "way off the curve," the bulk
of the non-linear effects are occurring in the Seaway. Functionally, this
means we have evidence that our relationships have significant higher order
spatial derivatives - which translate to significant higher order Taylor
series coefficients - in the Seaway. The practical implication is in
regards to number of monitor stations we need and our estimates as to the
safety margin the resulting system provides. To see this, suppose we use a
linear approximation between Massena and Tibbetts Point. The assumed
propagation velocity changes (the slopes determine by the regression
analyses) would be greater than those used in Section 3. This would make
our predictions about how far we can move away from the differential
correction station without encountering unacceptably large errors less
optimistic. This is a step in the right direction.

However, we would still be exhibiting too much optimism. Suppose that
the propagation conditions that indicate the linear regreesion analysis
slope that apparently holds true from the origins to Massena also hold true
considerably further southwest along the Seaway. Worst case, it would hold
true all the way to Reach #61. 1In this case we would need an even steeper
slope to account for the variations from Reach $61 to Tibbetts Point. Thus
our results, were we to revise the predictions of Section 3 based only on
the data available to us now, would be much too optimistic. In summary,
therefore, we desperately need information from other sites - ideally in the
region between Wellesley Island and Reach $#61.
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In the tollowing section, we will attempt to examine data from other
sites. Before doing so, we should review the conclusions of this section.
With data from Tibbetts Point as well as Massena, along with a substantial
amount of data processing, we have reason to challenge the underlying
assumptions of the predictions of Section 3 - for the southwest portion of
the Seaway. We have concluded we were too optimistic about the spatially
correlated companent of the variations but too pessimistic about the
spatially independent component. Given the discussion at the end of Section
3.5 regarding the implications of the assumed magnitude of the spatially
independent component at Reaches $61 and 62, this type of finding is the
"next best thing" to finding we were pessimistic in all regards. There is
no (Loran-C) solution if the spatially independent component is too large.
The spatially correlated component can be reduced by proper selection of the
differential control station(s).

The concern now is whether or not we have adequate data from other
sites to proceed with the selection process.

4.4 Evaluation of Data from Other Sites.

Examination of Table 4-1 does not give us much reason for hope in our
further investigations. As it turns out, however, we are partially in
luck. We have a very nearly complete data record from the Ad Hoc site at
Iroquois Lock for the period from Julian Day 80 to Julian Day 108 (21 March
to 18 April). Coincidentially, this is one of the two periods we are most
concerned about - spanning a period which includes the opening of the
shipping season. This, however, 18 not the real reason for the luck. The
real reason can be seen by examining plots of the data records for this
period from Massena and Tibbetts Point. The records are provided in figures
4-21 and 4-22.
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Figure 4-21 Magsena 9960-W/X Data for Jul’ Days 80 Through 108
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We see variations that are almost as large as the total variation seen
throughout the year. This is not too surprising since we are concentrating
on the "h‘‘'h slope” portion of the seasonal component waveform, i.e., we are
viewing the dramatic change from winter to summer. The comparison is
illustrated in table 4-4.

Site/Baseline *Seasonal Pk-Pk" "30-Day Pk-Pk"
Massgsena - W 350 nsec 350 nsec
Massena -~ X 750 590

Tibbetts Point - W 900 850
Tibbetts Point - X 850 700
Table 4-4 Tabulation of 30-Day and Seasonal Peak-to-Peak Variations

Before proceeding, a few comments are in order. The “seasonal pk-pk"
readings were obtained by examining the "filtered out"™ seasonal component.
Thus, they were somewhat smaller than the total variation in the data
record. The "30-day pk-pk" reading represents true "max minus min"
readings. With such a short period, we do not have the luxury of examining
all frequency components (e.g., a 2-week average is meaningless for the
first or last week of the period. This makes a large impact on a 30-day
data record). This illustrates the thought that we would prefer to have
more data from other sites. Lacking this, we have the "next best thing."
Given a choice of any 30-day period, March/April is preferable to other less
eventful periods. An auxiliary benefit is that the shipping season begins
on about 1 April so that our data record straddles the period of most
critical concern.

4-34




Py

v

-

PP

o uses Iroquois Lochk Wisue)

S
@ e ST PUUE SRR i
- lJllllllllll “lllllIAll"AL‘
[ L] e? 94 181 198
Julian Day
Mean = 143683.2353 Sigma = 126
o usec Iroquo's Lock x-ray

b
|
1
i
L
198
Julian Day @
Mean = 28@33.227 Sigma = 143
Pigure 4-23 Iroquois Lock 9960-W/X Data for Julian Days 80
Through 108

Figure 4-23 shows the data of the period at Iroquois lock.

We see strong correlation with corresponding plots of figqureg 4-2) 1-~A3
+-22. Considering the "size" of the variations, we see much stronger
agreement with the Massena data record than with the Tibbetts Point r-
suggesting Iroquois Lock is closer to Massena in a "double-range-differ -
sense " Comparing the "sigmas,” it appears the "closeness" of TIroyguo: - .
to Massena is more pronounced for the 99A0-X baseline.

From Table C-2 we see Iroquois Lock (Reach #48), relative to Massen -,
nas a A DRD of about 75 km for 9960-W and about 50 km for 9960-X. Tihbtesr.
20int, relative to Massena, has a » DRD of about 320 km for 9960-W and b .
170 ke for 9960-X. Thus, we see why Iroquois Lock "looks more like"” Macien:
than Tibbetts Point, and why Iroquois appears closer to Massena for +the
9960-X baseline than for the 9960-W baseline. If we notec the peak-to-peat
variations at Iroquois Lock we obtain the values of Tahle 4-%
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f 30-Day 30-~Day
4 Site DRD-W Pk-Pk-W DRD-X Pk~Pk-X
E Massena 460 km 350 nsec 540 km 590 nsec
3 Iroquois Lock 535 460 596 590
h Tibbetts Point 780 860 720 700
Table 4-5 Tabulation of 30-Day Peak-to-Peak Variations With Modified
bouble Range Difference
¢
i This same data is plotted in figure 4-24.
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Figure 4-24 3J0-Day Peak-to-Peak TD Variations vs Double
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Recall we finished the last section with two unanswered questions: “how
small is the spatially independent component of the variation?” and "where
} does the non-linearity in the spatially correlated component occur?” We are
(f not yet able to address the first question but we can examine the second.
i The question affected the selection of two chcocices. The first choice was

that a "local linear® approximation describes what happens between Massena
and Tibbetts Point. The second is that there is some other site, closer to
Tibbetts Point, which we should “pair with" Tibbetts Point in defining the
slope of the straight line assumed to describe conditions in the "tiant"
E reaches from $61 to $#74. NAdding these new observations, we can addres:s tn~
*choice” question of Section 4.3 and boldly state: "it depends."”

Actually, the plots of figure 4-24 perfectly illustrate the concepts
involved in the choices. In figure 4-24.a., we see a straight line
approximation between Magsena and Tibbetts Point looks valid: for the
9960-W baseline, the Iroquois Lock data plots almost right on the line.
Conversely, the Iroquois data for 9960-X suggests, given we are concerned
most about what happens between Iroquois and Tibbetts Point, we should draw
a line of "steeper slope”™ through the Iroquois and Tibbetts Point data.
But, suppose data from a site closer to Tibbetts Point, say Prescott, showed
essentially the same variation as at Iroquois? 1In such a case, the line
through the Tibbetts Point and Prescott data points would have a still
steeper slope. Unfortunately, we find we have no other substantial data
base to draw upon. Thus, we must make our final statements about the
spatially correlated portion of the data at this point.

The jquestion of the swrce of the non-linearity persists. It is
interesting to note “hat in Section 4.3, we were worried about the 9960-W
baseline in this regard. Given observations at only two sites in the area
of interest, it was impossible “0o test for linear behavior. The only other
source of information came fram observations outside the area of interest.
Since those observations tended to agree with observations at Massena, we
feared a non-linear effect starting at some unknown location between Massena
and Tibbetts Point. The criticality of some of the reaches between these
sites was the reason for the fear.

With some data from Iroquois Lock, we at last can concentrate on the
"operating region.” It appears we can feel somewhat confident about a
linear description c{ the variations between Massena and Tibbetts Point for
9960-W. We are tentative about these statements first because of the
'imited amount of data from Iroquois Lock (although the fact that it
encampasses the most questionable part of the shipping season is a
nenefit). Another reason is that Iroquois Lock is a bit too far away from
the area of critical concern for our purposes.

Regarding the 9960-X baseline, the Irogquois data seems (tentativeness
works both ways) to confirm our fears. 1In view of the discussions at the
end of Section 4.3, this is particularly disturbing ~ the 9960-X baseline i«
the larger contributor to cross-track error., Thus, we have still further
reason to obtain measurements near Wellesley Island.

Before turning to an examination of what the Irogquois Lock data tells
us about the gpatially independent component, a final word is in order.
Recall in Section 4.3 we concluded we were finding the "next best thing."
Our predictions regarding the spatially independent component were proving
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pessimistic. This is a joyful finding: there is nothing we can do to
improve upon this component. The spatially correlated component was larger
than we felt would be the case. This situation, fortunately, is "fixable."
Thus, we know a solution exists, we are simply seeking a path to the optimal
one. We have not yet found sufficient evidence to state what the answer 115
but are getting closer. Note we should avoid the temptation to simply "plar
on two or three differential control stations between reaches 61 and 74."

If one site (in addition to Massena) can be strategically located to solve
the problem, this is the solution we should seek. The simplest solution
typically proves to be the most reliable and the most successful.

We begin consideration of what the Iroquois data can tell us about the
: spatially independent component by generating the "Iroquois minus Massena"
- data plots shown in figures 4-25 and 4-26.
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Several comments immediately come to mind regarding the "raw data"
plots in figures 4-25.a. and 4-26.a. First, we note that the 9960-X "sigma"
has been reduced to 20 nanoseconds - even without having to remove the
"3-day filtered” component. Thus, we have confirmation of our observation
in Section 4.3 that, for the 9960~X baseline, the spatially independent
companent is smaller than we predicted in Section 3. In examining figure
4-26.a. it does not appear there is much roam for improvement except for zac
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period of time surrounding Julian Day 87. The "sigma™ of the data in figure
4-26.c. can be reasonably concluded to be an excellent stab at the "bottom
line estimate® for the standard deviation of the gpatially independent
differential loran-C "remnant." Assigning a value of 11 nanoseconds to this
companent "before differential correctiona” gives us the desired result

11 /2 = 16.

In considering the 9960-W data, we note that the plot of figure
4-25.a., the differential “residual® hears a striking resemblance to the
original data records for 9960-W at Iroquois Lock and Massena. This both
illustrates and confirms the contention of Section 4.3 regarding the
"remnant” spatially correlated components after the differential
corrections. These components are only removed to a certain percentage
(depends on ADRD - although we are not yet sure how to compute ADRD for
both baselines). Noting the "sigma"™ in figure 4-25.c., we see the standard
deviation for the spatially independent component of 9960-W baseline finally
agrees with that of the 9960-X baseline.

It is important to note that the ADRD from Reach #61 to Reach 474 is
81 km for 9960-W and 40 km for 9960-X (see Table C-3). These reaches span
the "critical area of concern" identified previously. We note that the
ADRD between Massena and Iroquois Lock is 75 km for 9960-W and S0 km for
9960-X. Thus, if "things were linear" between Massena and Tibbetts Point
(or at least as far south as Reach #74), we would expect TD records at Reach
$#61, with corrections from Wellesley Island being applied, to be essentially
the same as shown in figures 4-25.a. and 4-26.a. Resulting cross-track
error plots are shown for both sites (using Iroquois Lock data in both cases
- the geometry and courses are different) in figure 4-27.
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Figure 4-27 CTE Plots Generated by Applying the Data of Figures 4-25 and

4-26 to the Geometry at Iroquois Lock and Reach #61
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Some disclaimers are in order. The first is a follow-up on the comment
in Section 4.2: "how do we pick the reference point?" For the plots of
figure 4-25 and 4-26 and, hence, figure 4-27, the average value over the
30-day period being considered defined the reference point. Since we expect
a slight variation in the spatially correlated camponent from March/April to
mid-summer, these figures are optimistic: in practice we only have one
“shot" at defining the waypoints. Presumably, since the shipping season
starts on 1 April, we would pick reference points halfway between the
average values for March/April and those for July/August. Since we do not
yet have that data, we must simply note the results indicated by figure 4-27
are optimistic. Here, near the end of our comments on the data, we see an
important illustration of the utility of having a model. We do not yet have
enough data to draw the final conclusion about performance anywhere.
Nevertheless, we have a framework in which to view what we do have.
Specifically, the spatially independent component is cheerfully small and
the spatially correlated component is still something to be nailed down. We
know the performance implications of both of these statements.

The second comment is that it is reasonable, based on what we have seen
thus far, to assume what we see at Iroquois lock, referenced to Massena, is
representative of what we would see at Reach #61, referenced to Wellesley
Island, for the 9960-W baseline. For the 9960-X baseline, however, what we
see at Iroquois Lock is assumed to be optimistic. Although, as in Section
4.3, it is still premature to try to update the predictions, we have gone
about as far as we can go in this report. Thus, an update in one specific
case is in order.

In figure 4-28, we provide a plot of the 9960-X baseline TD at Tibbetts
Point, referenced to Iroquois Lock. We see a standard deviation of 83
nanoseconds - accrued over a £ DRD of 124 km. If we "remove" a 16 nsec
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Figure 4-28 9960-~X Differential TD Record: Tibbetts Point Minus
Iroquois Lock
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spatially independent component from this “"total sigma” and assume a
perfectly linear variation between Tibbetts Point and Iroquois Lock for the
spatially correlated component, we would estimate a 26 nsec component at
Reach $#61, reference to Wellesley Island (a ADRD of 40 km). Adding the 16
nsec companent back in, we compute a 29 nsec total sigma at Wellesley Island
for 9960-X. Coambining this with the expected 37 nsec total sigma for
9960-W, and using the math of Appendix C, we compute a "rho" of 0.89. Thes~
parameters can be used to generate the 99.9% error ellipse plots of figure
4-29: our current best prediction of the performance at Reaches #61 and 62
with differential correcticns from Wellesley Island.
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a. h.
Figure 4-29 Predicted 99.9% Differential Error Ellipses at Reaches #61

and 62: Corrections From Wellesley Island

Allowing 17 meters for the vessel "half-width,"™ we are left with 2]
{(Reach #61) and 19 (Reach $#62) meters for guidance error. Although these
results look encouraging, we must recall the "reference point" problem. We
have just provided predictions which used the mean of the March/April data
as the reference point. If we concede our 99.9% error ellipses are
representative of "as bad as it gets," we can obtain a better estimate ~f
the year-round situation at these reaches (we cannot do a direct computation
because we have no means of computing "March to July" statistics).

First we examine figures 4-12 and 4-13. We see the 9960-W baselines TD
looks like it will "steady out" at about 15691.860 usec at Tibbetts Point,
with Massena corrections applied. This is 0.258 usec higher than the
reference value of figure 4-30.a. - Tibbetts Point minus Massena for the
30-day period. A similar comparison for the 9960-X baseline shows the
reference in the summer should be about 0.74 usec above that of fiqure
4-30.b. Since the shipping season starts in April, the reference values in
figure 4-30 should be "as low as we expect"™ (actually, somewhat lower).
Ideal selection of the reference point (for now) can be argued to he midwav
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between these extremes: leaving us with a "reference point drift® of 0.129
usec for 9960-W and 0.037 usec for 9960-X.

To be conservative, however, let us stay with the values of 0.258 and
0.074 usec. This is particularly applicable since we do not yet have a way
to pick the ideal reference point. At worst, we would pick the largest
value observed in the summer.

Of course, we do not expect to use differential corrections from

Massena all the way to Tibbetts Point. We are considering data from these
sites because these are the only cnes with data records which span the
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timeframe required for the desired computation. Data available thus far
supports the appropriateness of a linear description of the spatially
correlated component of the variation between Massena and Tibbetts Point for
the 9960-W baseline. Since the reference point drift is, in full, a
spatially correlated phenomenon, we can use this linear model to estimate
the drift at Reach #61, with corrections from Wellesley Island, for 9960-W.

In a - DRD,, sense, Reach #61 is 81 km from Wellesley Island whereas
Tibbetts point is 321 km from Massena. Thus, we expect the reference point
will drift 81(258 nsec)/321 = 65 nsec from late March to mid-summer at Reach
#61, with corrections from Wellesley Island.

For 9960-X, we have concluded we do not have linear behavior from
Massena to Tibbetts Point. Let us again assume that Iroquois Lock “stays
with" Massena throughout the year. If so, we would argue the 74 nsec 9960-X
drift should be apportioned, in a lin .r, " DRD, sense, over the distance
from Iroquois Lock to Tibbetts Point /124 km - as before). Reach #61 is 40
km from Wellesley Island in the ./ DRD, sense. Thus, we expect the 9960-X
reference point will move 40(74 nsec)7124 = 24 nsec from late March to
mid-summer at Reach #61, with corrections from Wellesley Island.

Using the math of Appendix A and appropriate courses, the 65 nsec

ATDy and the 24 nsec /7D, values are transformed to a CTE of 8 meters

at Reach # 61 and of 6 meters at Reach # 62. These figures "cut into" the
21 and 19 meters we have left for guidance error as shown in figure 4-29.
We conclude, however, we are still have room for the somewhat arbitrary
10-meters 1imit we selected as part of the total error budget.

These results, of course, are still projections from a suboptimal data
base: we do not have have data from the desired number of sites and we do
not have data from a long enough time period. They may prove to be
optimistic but they stand as our best guess at present. We should note
there are two ways to improve upon the situation should the need be
indicated. First, we can locate a monitor halfway between Reaches #61 and
#74. Next, we can be a bit more careful in the selection of our reference
point - f.e., try for an approximation to the “ideal" suggested above (i.e.,
halfway between extremes). Either of these steps will cut the reference
point drift in half (together the drift is reduced by a factor of 4). As
the figures of the previous paragraph show, however, the total reduction
through this mechanism may only be on the order of 6 meters. A larger
contribution is made by locating the monitor halfway between the two
extremes: it would also reduce the size of the ellipses in figure 4-29.
For now, we will simply state that the results look encouraging and note we
have "untapped" methods of improvement, should future data prove we have
been too optimistic.

The final statement we should make is in regard to the "anomalous" data
point indicated in figurc 4-20. Recall the data came from the period just
before 1 April 1982. It was claimed this was primarily a spatially
correlated effect which would have been removed by a closer monitor
station., Examination of the "Iroquois minus Massena" data for the same
period fully supports this contention.
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4.5 Summary of Data.

Observations made at Massena confirm the year-round predictions made by
using data obtained at N.E.U.S. coast sites. Importantly, the elliptical
pattern of the fixes - oriented with the larger axis perpendicular to the
course - is confirmed. By time-domain filtering, we are able to remove part
of the spatially correlated component to examine the remnant. The remnant
begins to approach the assumed values used in Section 3 for the spatially
independent component but too much of the remaining "higher frequency"”
camponents appear to be spatially correlated for us to confirm our
assumptions. For this, we must have data from another "nearby" site.

In comparing the Tibbetts Point data with the Massena data we can
remove more of the gpatially correlated components. More importantly, we
can remove those components which are identical from one Internav 404
receiver site in the St. Lawrence Seaway to another. Time-domain filtering
is again applied to the "Tibbetts Point minus Massena" data to remove the
percentage of the spatially correlated components that simply could not be
reioved because of the large distance from Massena to Tibbetts Point. The
result is promising: the remnant, known to still have a spatially
correlated portion, is smaller than that assumed in the predictions of
Section 3 for the 9960~-X baseline and almost as small for the 9960-W
baseline. The tie-in between the time-domain filtering and the spatial
filtering afforded by differential action is not yet fully justified but we
begin to see its applicability.

The criticality of the promising observations reqgarding the spatially
independent component is seen by recalling Section 3 showed the assumed
values, given the adverse geometry, yielded performance "too close for
comfort® in some reaches. One abnormal data point is noted but it is argued
this is a spatially correlated effect.

The Tibbetts Point data, particularly for the 9960-W baseline, also
shows variations in the spatially correlated components which are much
larger than assumed in Section 3. This is not a critical problem since it
can be overcome by appropriate selection of the differential control station
site. The contrast in the disagreement with the DRD model at Tibbetts Point
with the agreement at Massena, however, suggests a "local non-linearity."”
Thus, although a solution to the spatially correlated component variation
problem exists, it cannot be identified from consideration of just the data
from Tibbetts Point and Massena.

Additional data is available for a critical time period at Iroquois
Lock. By analyzing the data as before, we finally get agreement between
baselines as to the proper estimate for the spatially independent component
- about an 11 nsec sigma. An important observation is that the previously
noted "anomalous"™ data point is confirmed to be spatially correlated (thus,
"reducible®). We see evidence that the bulk of the non-linearity in the
spatially correlated component, for the 9960-W baseline, has occurred
"before”™ Massena. Additional data from the vicinity of Wellesley Island
would be useful in confirming this. For the 9960-X baseline, however, we
see evidence of local non-linearity in the spatially correlated caomponent.
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This is a critical finding and makes data fraom the vicinity of Wellesley
b Island crucial.
}
( Finally, we update our predictions at the most critical reaches using

all available data. The results look promising - given monitors at
Wellesley Island and Massena. We note however, the final conclusions were
based, in part, on only 30-days of data and from not enough sites as would
be realistically required to draw final conclusions.
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5 Considerations on Implementation and Alternatives

S.1. General Statement.

Throughout the report, it has been tacitly assumed that full
Differential Loran-C is a system that could possibly satisfy precision
navigation requirements in the St. Lawrence Seaway. The prime emphasis of
the Steering Committee to date, as well as this report to this point, has
been to examine Loran-C system capabilities and Seaway requirements. These
areas should continue to receive emphasis but it is time to introduce some
feasibility considerations.

Differential Loran-C is a concept. Beyond that we can say it is a
concept that has been discussed many times over the years (dinners during
symposia, for example, are ideally suited for the discussions). The fact
remains that Differential Loran-C has never been implemented as a general
navigation system anywhere. Prospects for implementation by the U.S. Coast
Guari are, presently, non-existent. One reason for this is the burden of
simply establishing the communications network to support the concept. It
is unlikely that implementation in one small area (as opposed to all
continental U.S. coast waters) would receive acceptance. Thus, for the U.S.
Coast Guard, the first step towards government sponsored Differential
Loran-C implementation would involve implementation "wherever necessary."
Funding to support this substantial increase in service is unlikely.

This does not, however, rule out implementation by other agencies with
less direct ties to the basic system. Given the inherent "localized area of
interest®™ of the St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation and the St.
Lawrence Seaway Authority, the "proliferation" problem is minimized.
Moreover, the existing communications network and protocol makes things
easier, Feasibility tests can at least be conducted without major
installation costs. Having thus alluded to feasibility, two major areas
requiring further consideration should be mentioned.

To make the first point, we should point out that Loran-C is a "new"
system. We should explain the use of the word "new"” when applied to
Loran-C. There is a dichotomy involved that is of concern to us as well as,
for example, those who would advocate the termination of Loran-C service as
soon after the initial availability of GPS as possible. Loran-C is "old" 1in
that signals have been on-air for over 20 years. A benefit of this long
"evaluation® period is that many -engineering/scientific analyses could be
conducted over the years. The "refined"” system that replaced Loran-A thus
benefitted from these years of study (sadly, in some instances, not
enough). For the general user community, however, lLoran-C is new. It is
just now 5 years that Loran-C has existed at all on the West Coast and
Loran-C without "coverage holes" or "charting anomalies” is an even more
recent phenomenon on the West Coast. Loran-C for the Great Lakes, Gulf
Coast and Canadian East Coast is much less than S-years old. Although the
old "East Coast Loran-C" chain (9930) was operated for about 20 years, its
widespread utility for general navigation over even a moderate coverage area
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was arguable. Thus, the opportunity for a "good look" at the system by a
large group of practical users is a recent occurence.

Several factors are becoming increasingly evident about this “"new"
system. The major one for our purposes is that a prime advantage of
Loran~C, when and/or where loran-C performance is good, is that it is a
"stand-alone” system. This is true about the most modest of user equipment
but even more s0 with those featuring "waypoint navigator®™ capabilities.
These observations come fram general users and can be expected to be of even
more concern to pilots. Differential Loran-C is a direct contradiction of
the "stand-alone" concept.

The second comment involves the degree of difficulty involved in
operating and maintaining high quality monitor stations. We can draw upon
experience gained in the stability study of this report to underscore the
cancern. One can envision a "first cut®™ at planning this study proceding
along the following lines. WNote the digital storage capacity required for
each sample to be obtained. Assume a sampling rate of once per second.
Thus multiply by the number of seconds in a year. Multiply by the number of
data collection sites. Observe that the :-esulting storage capacity is well
within the capabilites of small systems these days. Observe the fact that
loran-C receivers, of reasonable capabilty, are available on the market.
Note that data collection sites are available. Thus, conclude {t {8 a
straightforward matter to conduct a lLoran-C stability study.

If this report shows nothing else, it should show that the above
*plans® are significantly removed from what is truly required to execute a
successful study. The harbor monitors have provided reliable data -
although not enough of it according to original plans. A reason for the
success is that they were developed, over a period of several years and
during the course of a study which is similar to this, for the exact purpose
of characterizing Loran~-C stability. Particularly in the case of the Ad Hoc
equipment sets, we see proof that the marketplace is just not ready to
directly serve our purposes. As good as the harbor monitor sets are, they
are much less than what would be required of an operational system. If a
harbor monitor set fails, there is no backup. The failure may go undetected
for several days (e.g., if a weekend is involved). BEven after discovery of
the failure, repair is not completed for several days. This type of
performance represents a proper commitment of resources for the purposes of
the stability study but is not acceptable under operational conditions.

The above comments can be viewed as implying a neqgativism regarding
Differential Loran-C. The authors, however, intended a simple note of
caution which is deemed appropriate to put the preceding sections of the
report in perspective. The results of the stability study - those presented
herein and those to follow, simply address the capabilty of Differential
loran-C to support St, Lawrence Seaway requirements. A test implementation
will provide insights into "the rest of the story." With the above notes of
caution we encourage the tests to begin.




5.2 User Generated Corrections.

Guidance equipment developed under USCG R&D studies, as well as many
commercially available sets, provide a mechanism for a user to enter
corrections for TD biases. The corrections can be entered manually or
arrangements can be made, by adding appropriate equipment, to have
corrections being broadcast from some shore monitor automaticallv entered.
Guidance equipment with such features are capable of operating in the
Differential Loran-C mode. There are, however, alternate means of utilizing
this correction capab:lity.

A vessel at the Eisenhower Lock at Massena, for example, has an
opportunity to observe the TD's over a reasonably long period of time at a
known (tied-into the previously conducted waypoint survey) location. By
comparing the observed value to the expected value, the operator obtains a
differential correction every bit as good as that to be obtained from some
shore-based monitor. Indeed, in applying corrections based on observations
made by his own receiver, the operator also removes any TD biases that may
occur from receiver to receiver. Thus, these user generated corrections,
for a time, are better than those obtained from a shore-based station.

In many areas, this method of correcting for systematic Loran-C
variations is entirely adequate. What is typically missing, however, is the
opportunity (or willingness) to "sit™ in one known location for a reasonabl«
period of time. With an appropriate investment of equipment and allowed
system camplexity, however, alternate "self-calibration” means can be
provided. There are, for example, many small area electronic positioning
systems which can provide high accuracy. Like Differential Loran-C, none of
these have ever been demonstrited as a practical navigation system. For
some, the problem is simpl* * at they cannot cover a large area in a
practical way. They may, i.wever, be useful for allowing a periodic
*calibration range."” Avoiding a deep discussion of practical implementation
considerations, let us for the moment simply assume periodic calibrations
can be obtained, at specific locations, thus making shore-based differential
monitor stations unnecessary.

Under this assumption, it becomes important to ask "for how long and
how far™ are these "user generated" corrections valid. With the presently
available data base, we have a means to address these guestions. We take
the Massena data records for 9960-W and 9960-X and subtract corresponiding
records "advanced® l-day (2 sample periods). This gives us a measure o "um
well a user who stays in the vicinity of Massena will do with "24-hour »ld"
corrections obtained at Eisenhower Lock. Resulting time difference records
are provided in figure 5-1. A scatter plot of the resulting f.xes 1s shown
in figure 5-2.
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. We see that most of the "seasonal structure®™ of the variations has been
removed. Comparing the statistics of the "resicuals"™ with those of the

3
original data record (from figure 4-1, "sigma™ is 0.133 usec for 9960-W and
0.248 usec for 9960-X), we see an improvement of about a factor of 3 for
both baselines. Although the scatter plot indicates we need more
improvement, we note that the TD variations become small shortly aft*te: >,
. shipping season starts.
We can generate one level of improvement over the abtve <.+ o
compar ing the Massena data with "Massena minus 12 sirs® 3.0y b
t are provided in figures 5-3 and 5-4.
b
¢ 3
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. Here we see substantial improvement over the "day old corrections"

situation. Particularly with regard to the 9960-W baseline, the variations
are approaching the levels which we might consider usable. With
"low-density” data, we can go no further in this sequence. At present this
is not a significant drawback since we really need to consider what happens
someplace away from Massena with the "stale" corrections obtained at
Eisenhower Lock. For the 30-day period for which substantial data is
available from Iroquois Lock, we can answer the question. From the Iroquois
data, we subtract "Massena minus 12-hours" data to obtain the plots of
figures 5-5 and 5-6.
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' Here we see that there is a small amount of "spatially correlated
effects" that has occurred over the period of 12 hours. If we believe what
was oresented in Section 4, we can say this is what we expected. Notice
that by comparing the statistics of figure 5-3 with those of figure 5-5, we

‘@ see that this has resulted in a substantial increase in the varfations for
{ 9960-W but only a mild increase for 9960-X. Again from Section 4, this is
i the situation we expected for Massena and Iroquois.
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Without comparing Massena or Iroquois data to Tibbetts Point data, this
is about as far as we can go with this type of analysis. Since Tibbetts
Point is so far away and, since the variations seem substantial even at
Iroquois, reference to "stale" Massena data, there is no reason for further
analysis at this point. We should note, however, that this is a useful
correction technique - it might even be all that would be required if the
geometry were not so poor. We should continue to examine this form of
correction in future studies.

5.3 Changes to Existing Chain Geometry.

Installation and operating costs for loran-C transmitting stations are
substantial. Nevertheless we should examine the implications of our best
estimate of what would happen if the geometry could be improved by the
addition of another secondary transmitting station. 1In considering the
orientation of the 9960 chain LOP's in the St. Lawrence Seaway, as
illustrated in figure 4-19, we see what we really need is a stable LOP
oriented at about a course of 2259T. 1If "a benefactor" were to install
and operate a station in the vicinity of North Bay, Ontario (near Lake
Nipissing) we would have an LOP with about the desired orientation. 1If we
were able to control the baseline by use of a receiver located at Massena,
we would have the stability we seek.

Appendix G contains error ellipses which were obtained by use of the
prediction techniques of Section 3 ~ applied to the 9960-W and 9960-N (North
Bay) baselines. To be conservative, we stayed with a spatially independent
component "sigma® estimate of 20 nsec. Additionally, we used the 9960-W
"pk-pk vs DRD" regression line slope as the basis of 9960-N spatially
correlated camponent predictions. In the Appendix, we begin by assuming no
differential corrections are applied. 1In figure 5-7, we show the resulting
error ellipses for several reaches of interest.

As in Section 3, we scale the 95% statistics up to obtain the 99.9%
predictions which we will, again, call "conservative."” The resulting
cross-track error predictions for each reach, along with the error margin
and asterisks are shown in Table 5-1.
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9960-W/N Predicted Error Ellipses for Key Reaches
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We see asterisks clustered after Reach #61. Partially, these are due
to the suboptimal courses. Primarily, however, they are due to the large
9960-W variations which combine with even the slightest 9960-N variations to
produce large ellipses in the southern reaches. The problem areas before
Reach #6]1 are simply the result of suboptimal courses. It is important to
emphasize that these results, though they may not be fully satisfactory, are -
for "raw® Loran-C - with the new baseline. The geometry has improved so
much that there may be satisfactory alternatives to full Differential
loran~C. Before exploring the alternatives, we should examine the results
we could expect if we were to apply full Differential Loran-C corrections
from Massena - for the 9960-W baseline only. 1In all cases, the results will
be better than indicated in Table S-1. Thus, we need only consider the
reaches which are marked with asterisks.

Resulting error ellipses are also provided in Appendix G. Conservative
(99.9%) cross-track error predictions and error margins for the problem
reaches are listed in Table 5-2.
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Here we see we have "solved all problems” (if we believe in
predictions): the largest cross-track error is 27 meters. Examining the
error margins, which achieve a2 minimum value of 40 meters at Reach #62,
shows that for 17 meter “half-width®™ vessels, 23 meters is allowed for
guidance error. This significantly exceeds our assumed requirements. We
have achieved this performance, however, at the expense of requiring a
differential monitor station. This is a disadvantage. An advantage over
the situation provided by the existing chain is that we only need one
monitor station and we have considerable room for error. Careful
consideration of the error margin suggests that with the new station, there
may be some intermediate step between the "raw 9960-W" and "full
differential for 9960-W" situations which would meet our needs.
Specifically, we now recall the "factor of 3" improvement over the "raw”
data we were able to obtain in the vicinity of Massena with "24-hour old"
corrections from Massena and the even greater improvement if the corrections
were only l2-hours old.

In Section 5.2, we found that 12-hour 0ld corrections from Massena
reduced the standard deviation of 9960-W to 66 nsec - over a "worst case” 30
day period at Iroquois Lock. Such a small variation, combined with the
expected 9960-N variation would provide acceptable performance throughout
the Seaway. At this point in the experiment, unfortunately, we do not have
a database to support further pursuit of this concept. 1t is introduced,
however, as an important thought for future examination.

One final comment should be made to encourage this line of investi-
gation into the implications of the improved performance afforded by the new
station. One advantage has already been suggested: we would not be
critically dependent upon real-time corrections. Perhaps a more important
advantage is that we would not be critically dependent upon data from any
one shore-based system. 1In this regard, recall we are leaning towards a
conclusion, for the existing chain, that a monitor at Wellesley Island may
not be good enough to allow safe passage of Reach #61. Presumably, a
monitor right at Reach #61 would be satisfactory. If, however, there is an
equipment failure at that site, the whole system fails.

If we had more room for error, as with the new baseline, we could
locate several monitors along the Seaway and deduce an "interpolated® (in,
of course, a DRD sense) correction to be used in any reach of interest.
(For future reference, such corrections provide what is refered to as
"proportional control.”) The result would not be as good as if we had a
working monitor right at the reach of interest. With the geometry provided
by the new station, however, it does not have to be. With the new baseline
and this technique, it is hypothesized that we could "lose" all but two,
perhaps even one, of the monitor sites and still provide acceptable
corrections at any reach along the Seaway. This system "reliability"
feature is the significant advantage brought about by the new station. With
existing chain geometry, we are simply too sensitive to any increase in
errors and thus must demand higher (probably unachievable) reliability.

Puture efforts should strive to obtain adequate data bases at Tibbetts

Point, Wellesley Island, Iroquois Lock and Massena to further examine the
performance of “"proportional control corrections®™ for 9960-W.

5-11




Tl

>
LN
.

—y——y — = -

v_f_v_fo_-.
-

DA M N

T—" B AT S Rt Bt S T i Pl et Sas dnie” SnCaEle S Sa AL INS W R A e AR
. RO S ST AT T R SRR Rl Sl P R R

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

We have commented extensively on data set reliability, the adequacy of
the sampling strategy, the nature of Loran-C variations, expected system
performance, and actual observations. In summary, the following conclusions
can be drawn,

--- The reliability of the harbor monitor sets and the quality of the
data base exceeds that obtained in earlier studies in the St. Marys River.

-—~ Except for a valuable 30-day period at Iroquois Lock, no useful
data was obtained from the high density data collection sites. Part of the
problem could be remedied if the data could be reviewed in a more timely
fashion. This is not practical without some sort of phone line access.
Another source of the problem is the enormous size of the data base - errors
can be generated almost as fast as they can be detected by the experimenters.

-—~ Without a reasonable amount of high density data, we cannot make
an in-depth camparison of the results of the high density and low density
data collection approaches. Careful review of the model presented herein,
however, suggests the approaches ghould yield essentially identical
results. The strong agreement between the observations and the predictions
which were made using the model stands as the only evidence to support this
suggestion.

--= The latest version of the harbor monitor sets (type D) could be
used to collect "higher density" data than is used herein.

--- Predictions based on the model described herein, along with data
from Northeast U.S. coast sites, indicate "raw" Loran-C from the existing
9960 chain will not yield satisfactory year-round performance in the
Seaway. Data from Massena and Tibbetts Point confirms this.

-~ Predictions further show that Differential Loran-C, even with
gseveral shore sites, will be hard pressed to meet performance requirements.
Near "worst case” geometry is the reason.

-— Data to Adirectly confirm the Differential lLoran-C predictions is
not available. Using an elaborate series of analysis techniques, however,
we are able to conclude the spatially independent component of the
variations is smaller than predicted. The spatially correlated component i<
slightly larger than predicted.

--- Available data indicates the spatially correlated component of the
9960-W baseline variations increases as an approximately linear function of
double range difference between Massena and Tibbetts Point.

--- Data indicates the spatially correlated component of the 9960-X
baseline variations increases in a non-linear fashion between Massena and
Tibbetts Point. With the available data, we cannot adequately characterize
this non-linearity. This baseline is the prime contributor to cross-track
error - the critical performance parameter.

6-1




3 --- Because of the low spatially independent component variations, the
[ - data indicates a flawlessly operated and surveyed Differential Loran-C

E!! system could provide satisfactory performance. Given the uncertainty
- regarding the 9960-X spatially correlated component and the scant room for
. error, we cannot yet say where the shore stations should be located.

Another data site in the vicinity of Wellesley Island is needed.

- --- Full Differential Loran-C has never been implemented. Since the

E! geometry leaves scant room for error, this would be a rugged area for a
first operational deployment. A determination of practical limitations

incurred in actual implementation is needed to state the “"bottom Line."

--- If a station in the general vicinity of North Bay, Ontario were
added to the 9960 chain, the geometry would be improved considerably. "“Raw"
Loran-C still would not yield satisfactory performance in some reaches.

B

--- The new station, however, would leave enough room for error so
that alternatives to full Differential Loran-C look promising. The periodic
a¥p11cation of proportional control corrections is an example of such
alternatives.

Based on these conclusions, we offer the following recommendations.

--- Type D harbor monitor sets should be deployed at Brossard,
Beauharnois, Massena, Iroquois Lock, Wellesley Island, and Tibbetts Point.

--- Mild increases in the density of the data collection routine
should be tried so that continuing fears regarding the inadequacy of the low
density data base can be allayed. If the percentage of data available for
low density analysis decreases as a result of this attempt to "strain for
gnats," however, the density should be decreased.

--- Future data analysis should concentrate on refining the model
presented herein and "hardening" the performance estimates.

‘® --- A test implementation of Differential Loran-C in the Seaway should
be undertaken.

iy

6-2




AU B e

AT AP AN N

APPENDIX A

LORAN-C GEOMETRY AND ERROR BLLIPSES

L. a4 .r- “ e ol .“b TSIV nm P S

b WP Ui B W VI S e S S O |




MMM/~ JAULaA gy MR

,('.T—u.v

APPENDIX A

LORAN-C GEOMETRY AND ERRCR ELLIPSES

Purpose.

There is a large body of literature on geometry considerations
pertaining to loran. Much of it is not applicable to our purposes for a
variety of reasons. These include:

a. Developed for "standard loran" (Loran-A) not Loran-C

b. Developed for "synchronized" chain operations

c. Developed for chain planning purposes (addresses "global" vic
specific questions, uses no "a posteriori” information, etc)

d. Developed to compress two-dimensional information (e.g., along-
track/cross-track error) into one number (e.qg., drms, CEP, etc)

ew.

The purpose of this appendix is to present the mathematics used for the
evaluation of critical loran errors in situations such as the St Lawrence
Seaway study. The oconcepts are not new - simply arranged in the order
suited to this report.

roach.

We begin by describing the "small area” transformation®" for Loran-C
time difference errors to position errors. Fram this we can show how to
present the positional variations implied by time difference fluctuations.
We will consider how to present the results in terms of “north/south® (x,y)
or along-track/cross-track error (ATE/CTE) coordinates,

Next, we hypothesize a statistical description of the time difference
variations and derive a resultant statistical description of the positional
variations. MAgain, the results will be in terms of (x,y) or (ATE/CTE)
coordinates. What results is sensitive only to the assumptions about the
time difference statistics as discussed in the main body of the report.

Small Area Transformation

We recognize that the world is "round and lumpy"™ and that loran LOP's
are "warped hyperbolas." Over a small area, however, it is appropriate to
consider a so-called "flat earth, 1linear grid"” model (a related discussion
may be found in reference 1 ). In such a case we can represent positional
variations in Cartesian coordinate terms - " x and Ay. Because of the
linear grid assumption, we need only consider the slopes of the loran lines
at a point. Small loran time difference changes are thus described by the

following equations:
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ATDy = "'—lSTD Ax + ___lSTD by

In matrix form, this is

3Tpy 3T,

= (A‘l)
ATD, 3TDy; 3 TD, Ay |
Ix Iy

For Loran-C we have  TD} = y, + -I-l%.l'n

where r} = range to secondary station 1 transmitting antenna

Im = range to master station transmitting antenna

v speed of signal

Yy = baseline emission delay.

Both the emission delay and v are time varying - indeed, such variations
cause the need for stability studies and form the basis of the double range
di fference model as discussed in the report, Emission delay, however, is
not related to position of the observer. Hence

1 . oAl L
3axX Ay

The speed of the signal is a function of position (indeed, this is what
makes a survey necessary). Over the small areas considered here, however,
(e.q., about 50 meters) we can say

v v
5 = s—y ~ 0
9TD
1 . 1 (a3 o . D)
Thus, we have ax v [TXL - -52— ’ —a—;- - é 3;y1




and (A-1l) becoames

J

arl _ 9Im ary _ MIn

ATD) 1 ax Jx By Ny Ax
.

ATD; Vi o2 _ am arz _ om | |8y

ax JX Y th )
or : drl _ 3rg PSR T B A TD
Ax 9X ax oY oY 2101

= v (A-Z)
Ay 8rp _ drp arp _ arg ATD,
] ax Ix Yy Jy :

To consider the relationship of an observer (x,y) to a station of a Loran-C
baseline we draw the following diagram. We show the observer at point (x,y)
and the transmitting antenna at location (xj,y;).

AJP" e e o e o SR

(xy47y)

b \ ‘ a
; (x,7) .
no= [ x4+ w9 3
E so that
1
| Ul o g -0 [ 0% o 97

= -(x3 -x)/r)

--cosal




Il « - = -
- o) Y -cos (90 91) sinp,

Similar exercises show:

%ﬁ = - sinB

arz
X

sin 82

9Tm
ay = -cos&iln

ary

5y = ~coshy

so that (A-2) becomes

-1
Qx'] f—sina1 - sing cosp, - cosp l ATD)
2 -y
[Ay { sing, - sing cosfl, - CoOSE ( 6TD2
LD, |
= -B_ (A‘3)
AT,

(A-3) gives us the ability to express TD variations in terms of cartesian
coordinates ( AE = Ax, AN = Ly) - assuming we know the great circle take-
off angles fram the observer to the stations of the Loran-C chain. A simple
algorithm to campute these angles will be presented later. Before proceding
with that description, however, we should introduce another general

feature. Besides considering the mapping fram TD's to x-y, we will want to
consider the related coordinate system:

ATE | 'Lwl ,
= W = !

The relationship of concern is w = L v where

v1) ['x_ .
v = =
v2 | Y

A-4




The L - matrix is specified by the vessel course and, as shown in the
diagram, is a standard "axis-rotation" transformation.

v, (¥)

T
W, (CTE) “ (aTE)

x1 .| . oSy, -siny_ | w
y V2 si ny, cosy,, w2
or [vq [cosv,, sinY,;J -1 [' x]
w2 siny, cosy, RS
Course is traditionally specified in terms of 9, = 90 -Y, so we have

sino cos 9
W w (A-4)
-C0S$ ew sin 0"

[
|<

(Lt
]

Thus, given knowledge of the transmitting station locations and the location
of the observer, we simply need to compute great circle bearings, as
described in the next section, to transform TD varfations to position
variations. With B described by (A-3) and L described by (A-4), we have:

ATDY
4TD2

=gt
- J
[ ]
joo

and
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Great Circle Bearing Calculations.

The method for computing great circle bearings is fairly common and a
derivation need not be presented herein (see, for example, reference ¢ ).
Since it is a critical ingredient for computing the Loran-C geometry matrix,
however, a simple algorithm for making the calculation will be presented.
The derivation assumes the earth is a perfect sphere - an entirely adequate
assumption for our purposes.

Due to the form of the spherical triangles considered in the
derivations, along with conventions for specifying angles, there are four
cases to be considered:

Case I ~ observer is south and west of the transmitter
Case II - observer is north and west of the transmitter
Case III - observer is south and east of the transmitter
Case 1V - observer is north and east of the transmitter

Define the following quantities:

Ly = latitude of the observer (L; is positive for north
latitudes)

Ay = longitude of the observer (A is positive for east

longitudes)

Ly = latitude of the transmitter antenna (same sign convention
as for Lj)

A2 = longitude of the transmitter antenna (same sign convention
as for 1\jy)

) = great circle bearing from the observer to the transmitter

antenna (measured clockwise from north)
Compute:
E = cosLy sin(Ap - \y)
F = sinLp cos Ly - sinL) cosLj cos(ip - \})

H = tan-l (E/F)

In case I, B = H;

R e ¥
N
x>
+
fo)
x
o
o

In case II,
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In case I1I, B = H + 360°;
Incase 1V, B = H + 1800

A popular algorithm recognizes that F {s positive in case I and 1II and that
H is positive in cases I and IV.

Thus, the algorithm features the following steps:

1. Compute E and F

2. Compute H using a single-argument tan-1 functfon (i.e.,
=900 < § < 900)

3. Let B=H

4. IfF <0 (1.e., 1f case Il or IV ),
replace B with g + 1800

5. If B <0 (originally possible only in case 1I or III. After
step 4, possible only fn case III)
replace B with g + 3600

6. Done

Statistics.

With the mthematics presented above, we have the ability to transform
observations of two time differences into useful 2-dimensional position
references. These transformations see heavy use in the body of the report.
We will also want to arrive at a statistical description of the positional
variations as a function of time difference statistics. If we can then
determine a reasonable model! for the time difference statistical parameters,
and how they vary from site to site, we can extend “he results to locations
between monitor sites. The first step is to develop a relationship between
time difference statistics and positfon statistics. We will use the

notation:
0 ATDY |
u = - = |
- u2 ATDg ‘

As before,

Vi AX
Y = -
- v Ay
2 A-7
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The assumption we will make about the statistics of the TD variations is

that they are:
jointly distributed, zero mean, correlated (in general) gaussian
randam variables with a probability density function:

1 " u
— (

2 % exp
2ﬂ0102(l-p )

9

<

o

P (Uy,U92) =
ul,u2 1.Y2

or, in vector form,

where K = the covariance matrix =

E[UIZ] = (512

E{0102] = p 0'1()'2

2 2
E(uz ] = Ul

We have the probability density function for u and want to find the
probability density function for: v = g(u). The procedure is a standard
one found in many textbooks (e.g., reference 7 ). Applying the procedure
with

v = Bu yields

1
Py = 57 P,(B

so that

[}
[¢]
x
~
1
~
lwl
[
|<
~
-3
—~
|=
[}
—
~—
—~
I
U
[
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~

Py (V)

_ 2002, 1y
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- - T expl-2 vIE DT k'Y ‘
2n|B||K] - = -T )
1 -
or pyl) = —2 exp (3T HT Y
= 2n|H|?

where H-1 = (8-1)Tk-1 -1

Interpretation

Having determined the probability density function for the random vector v
(subject to the validity of the assumed statistical properties of u) we need
to find how best to use this information. Typical uses (e.g., as per the
main body of this report) require us to:

1. find arbitrary equal probability contours py(V) = k (so,
for example, we can plot the contour) -

2. determine the probability of falling within that contour (so,

for example, wa kngw what to call what we've plotted -e.g., 50% ~robability
contour, 95% probabtlity contour, etc)

First note that for

(V) = k = ——r exp (-4 HY)
= 2 (]}
we have
i
2 kjHI? = expl-(1/2) VT H-1V)
or VT H-1 ¥ = -21n (2nk|ﬁ|"5’) = ¢

A-9
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VI H-1 v = ¢c2 {s the equation of an ellipse. Thus, we know what to
plot. Tn general, there will be a Vy-V2 “cross-product” term (due to
geometry, a TD correlation, or both) resulting in a rotation of the axes of
the ellipse about the Vy-Vp axes.

Determining what contour we have is another textbook problem. As shown in

reference 8 for a 2x2 case, the probability that an error vector lies
inside an ellipse whose equation is

{ AL DA = c2 ("concentration ellipse”)
s

P =1- exp[-(1/2)c2] ......for normally distributed random
variables.

We will be primarily interested inP = 0.95
0.95 = 1 - exp[-(1/2)c2]
or exp[-(1/2)c2] = 0©.05

¢2 = -21n(0.05)

Other concentration ellipses are described by:

P=0.5 ¢ = -2 1n (0.50)
P = 0.9 ¢Z = -2 1n (0.10)
P=0.9 c2 = -2 1n({0.01)
P =0.99 ¢2 = -2 1n(0.001)
etc...

The main body of the report discusses/illustrates the applicability of the
gaussian assumption and how to obtain estimates of 0140, and . . Given the

A-10
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position of the observer (Lat/Long), knowledge of the chain stations, we
now have everything we need to compute

H-1 = (8-1)T k-1 8-!

Thus we have all we need to plot the error ellipses.

Uses.

We can use the math developed herein as follows:

Scatter/CTE/ATE/Radial Error Plots

1. Store the coordinates of tne transmitter antennas.

2. Store the coordinates of the monitor sites (or any other sites of
interest).

3. Ildentify the site of interest and compute the great circle bearings
to form the B - matrix.

4. Access the time series TD data for the site of interest.

5. For each element of tne time series vector, compute:

B

Plotting the resulting series (E = x, N=y) yields the scatter plot
6. For each element of the series resulting in step 5, above, compute

1
d= [LE2Z+ AN2)% . Plot the result as a function of time to obtain
the radial error plot.

7. [ldentify the course of interest. Compute the L-matrix. For each
element of the series computed in step 5, above, compute:

"ATE" . (4 E‘]

|
| cTE] AN

From the resulting vector, a time series of CTE or ATE can be plotted.

A-N
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Statistics Plots.

For a site of interest, compute the B-matrix as above.

Given estimates of o, , o, , and » , form the K-matrix.

2
Compute the H-1 matrix where

ﬂ"‘ = (E-'I)T 5-1 _3_-1

Specify a desired probability contour, P, and compute:
c2 = -2 1n(1-P).

The error ellipse is specified by the equation

!T !-1 _v_ = ¢c2

put this in more familiar form, let
f1n f12
ﬂ'l s F =
- f2l f22

A-12
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€ DOUBLE RANGE DIFFERENCE MODEL

f

&

= The so-called double range di fference model represents a classic
F.

b.

approach to explaining the nature of Loran-C time difference variations. It
was the prime model used in the St Marys River Loran-C Mini-Chain Stability
Studies reported in reference 4 and several earlier studies. Rather than
presenting a full bibliography on the subject, we simply note it has been
discussed in references 2 , 9 , and 10. Recent extensions of mode!
applications to areas outside the St Marys River have shown the need to
modify the model. The modifications will be discussed in this appendix
along with a tutorial on the basic model.

The Basic Moael

To begin to examine Loran-C time difference (TD) variations we should
examine both the spatial and temporal nature of the processes involved. As
will soon become evident, these two aspects are interrelated. They will be
separated in the next few paragraphs only for ease of presentation.

Consider the situation {ilustrated in figure B-1 below.

F SAM

, Figure B-1
|
f. Define the following quantities:
F Rm,p = range from the master station to a point of interest
Rm-sam = range from the master station to the system area monitor
e Rs—p = range from the secondary statfon to the point of interest
’ Rg.sam = range from the secondary station to the system area monitor
B-1
{ e
|




Vm-p = average signal speed over the path from m to p
Vm-sam = average signal speed over the path from m to sam
Vs.p = average signal speed over the path from s fo P
Vg.sam = Aaverage signal speed over the path from s to sam

ED = baseline emission delay

From standard Loran-C theory, we have

TDgam ED + Rg_sam/Vs-sam - Rm-sam/Vm-sam
TDp = ED + Rs-p/vs-p - Rm-p/vs-p

Uniform Propagation Assumption

Let us assume the speed of propagation of the signals is uniform
throughout the service area of the baseline. This means:

Vs-sam Vm-sam = Vs-p = Vm-p = V so that

TDgam = ED + (Rg_gam - Rm-sam)/V
TDp = ED + (Rs_p - Rm_p)/v

Now let us assume that the speed of propagation changes from time to time
but in a uniform manner. By this we mean that if the speed of propagation
at time Ty is vy over some portion of the service area, it is vy over

all of the service area at Ty. At some other time, Ty, we have some
other speed, vz, everywhere in the service area. Under these
circumstances we would have:

At Ty,

D} sam = ED + (Rg_gam - Rm-sam)/V1

TD] P = ED + (Rs_p - Rm_p)/V]

B-2
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at T,

ED + (Rs_sam - Rm-sam)/V2

ED + (Rs_p - Rm-p)/vz

102, cam
™2,p

The above equations may seem to imply that the emission delay is held
constant and that the TD at the SAM varies from time to time. As a
practical matter, Loran-C chains are not operated this way. Control is
exerted to adjust the emission delay so that the TD at SAM remains constant
(over an averaging period of several hours). Rather than choosing some
notation such as ED(t) to imply emission delay is a time-varying function,
we will let the quantity ED represent some fixed value which is the true
emission delay at some arbitrary point in time and incorporate the term
ED + 4 ED in the equations for any other point in time. Thus, taking into
account the realfities of chain control, but still under the assumption of
uniform propagation variations, we have:

At T1,
Dy sam = ED + (Rg.sam - Rp-sam)/V
at Tp,
T02,sam = ED *+ AED + (Rg_sam - Rm-sam)/V2
Since chain control action forces TDy gam = TD2 ¢am = @ constant,
we have ’ ’
ED + (Rg.gam - Rm-sam)/¥1 = ED +AED + (Rg_gam - Rm-sam)/v2
or,

AED = (Rg_cam - Rmosam) (171 - 1/v2) (B-1)

Meanwhile, the situation at the point of interest is:

TD] ,p ED + (Rs_p - Rm-p)/v1

TDZ‘p ED + AED + (Rs_p - Rm_p)/vz

B-3
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The TD change at the point of interest is 571D,
ATDP = TDZ’p - TD] P
= OED + (Rg.p - Rm-p) (1 /vy - 1/vy)

But, AED = -‘RS-SCM - Rm-sam) ”/VZ - 1/V])

ATDp = [(Rs_p - Rm_p) - (Rs-sam - Rm-sm)] (‘/VZ - ]/V])

The quantity in brackets is a function of two range di fferences and is the
so-called double range difference (DRDp). ~Thus,

ATDp = DRDp (1/vp - 1/vy) (B-2)

where DRDp = (Rs-p - Rm_p) - (Rs_sam - Rm-sam)

We should note an approximation which simplifies the math:

let v = v

Vo = VvV + pv

Then,
/vp - /vy = 1/(v + Av) - 1/v

= - Av/(vE + v Av)
A large data base shows that for Loran-C, |Avpal 1% v so that,
V2 + VAV ~ V2 = 1/k ( 0 positive constant )

) ATDp = -k AV DRDp (B-3)




YT Y

g Sntenth i RAaniE A St RS B el At S T L

We should note that if the point of interest is on the same hyperbola as the
SAM,

Rs-p - Rm-p = Rg_sam - Rm-sam
so that
DRDp = 0
and, with uniform changes in the speed of signal propagation,
ATDp = O.

In practice, the uniform propagation assumption is not entirely valid.
Variations on the basic theme, however, can prove extremely useful for
explaining a high percentage of observed Loran-C TD variations. Before
exploring observations of the actual varfations, however, we should finish
the theme by presenting some basic rules.

In general, when it gets cold, the signals travel faster. Thus if we
establish the summer as our reference time, Av is positive in the winter.

Under normal circumstances, the location of the SAM is fixed so that

DRDp = (RS-D - Rm-p) = (Rs-sm - Rn-sam)
= Rs—p - Rpp - Ky

A basic loran feature is that for a fixed speed of propagation, the maximum
TD reading is achieved at the master station or on the baseline extension
“behind" the master station. The same logic that leads to this result can
be applied to the above equation to show that the maximum double range
difference is achieved at or "behind" the master station where:

DRDmax = (Rgem - 0) - ky =8 - Kk

where 8 = baseline length in standard loran notation.

Thus, DRDp is positive and represents the largest (most positive)
value achieved anywhere in the service area.

Similarly, at the secondary,
DRDs = DRDmin = - g- ki.

This is the smallest (most negative) value achieved.

B-5
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TD at M

TD at S

Since:
ATD = -k Av DRD and

DRD fs positive at the master, negative at the secondary, and
Av is positive in the winter,

we expect the TD at the master station to be smaller in the winter than {t
is in the summer. Similariy, at the secondary station, we expect the TD to
be larger in the winter than it §s in the summer. Thus, we would expect
year long plots of the TD's at efther end of the baseline to follow the
pattern shown in figure B-2.

JANUARY DECEMBER

Figure B-2

Of course, temperature is not the only factor affecting signal speed and
even {f it were, we would not expect to see such "smooth" variations as
shown above. Actual TD observation at efther end of a baseline, showing a
more "ragged" pattern, will be presented later. Before considering these,
however, we should examine some other features of the simplified situation
shomn in figure B-2.

The TD variations presented for the two ends of the baseline in figure
B-2 are "equal and opposite.” This implies that TD, + TDg = a2 constant
value throughout the year. If the uniform propagation assumption were true,
it s claimed this would imply the SAM {s located on the perpendicular

bisector of the baseline as shown in figure B-3. Let us check this claim.

8-6
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Pigure B-3

From (B-1),
AED = (Rg_gam ~ Rp-gam! (1/v} - 1/v))
= 0 for any velocity since Rg_gam = Ry-gam
Thus, under uniform propagation conditions, locating SAM on the baseline
perpendicular bisector results in a constant emission delay.
We should note that
T™Dp = ED + (Rg_p = Ry_p)/v = ED +p ED + Rg_p/v
and TDg = ED + (Rg_g - Rp_g)/v = ED + AED - Ry _g/v
so that
(TDp + TDg)/2 = (ED + AED + Rg_p/v + ED + AED - Rg_p/v)/2
= ED + AED
Thus the average of TD, and TD, is a direct measure of the emission
delay, independent of v, at any point in time. When SAM is on the baseline
perpendicular bisector, A ED = 0, so that
(TDg + TDR)/2 = a constant and any TD variations at the
master and secondary must be equal in magnitude and of opposite sign as

previously claimed.

If the SAM is not on the perpendicular bisector of the baseline, a situation
such as shown in figure B-4 occurs.
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In generating this example, we placed the SAM on 3 hyperbola which crosses
the baseline at a location 33% of the way fram the master to the secondary
as shown in figure B-5.

M S
;,.
E.
:
e
)
s Figure B-5
4 In figure B-5,
e
: (Rs.sam - Rm-sam) =—FRp-s/3 and
E
| B-8
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ATOn =-kav DRDy =-kA vV [(Rg_p - Rym) = (Rg_gam = Rm-sam’]
=-ka vV (Ry.g + Ry.g/3)
= -(4/3) kav Ry o
ATDg =-kav DRDg =-kav [(Rg.g - Ry_g) = (Rg_sam - Rm-sam’]
=~ka v (-Ry.g + Ry.g/3)
= (2/3) KAV Rpg = - Alby/2

In this case,

AED = (.TDp +4TDg)/2 = (1/2) (-4/3 + 2/3) KAVRg-s = (~1/3) kAwR

At this point we can summarize the conclusions drawn from consideration of
smoothed uniform propagation TD plots:

1. By averaging the TD observations at each end of the baseline, we
obtain a measure of the baseline emission delay,

ED + AED = (TDp + TDg)/2

2. With the SAM located on the perpendicular bisector of the baseline,

the emission delay is held constant:

AED = O when Re_cam = Rp-sam @and the
variations at either end of the base]?neagre equal :wd opposite,

ATDm £ - ATDS
3. With the SAM located off the perpendicular bisector of the

baseline, the emission delay varies, and variations at the end of the

baseline closer to the SAM are proportionately smaller than the variations
at the other end of the baseline:

for Re_sam - Rm-sam = K1 Rpy-s
ATO, = =(1-ky) Kk Av Ry_g
and ATOg = (1+ky) K BV Ryg

B-9




so that
aTDp = =(1 - k1) aTDg/(1 + ky) (B-4)
and AED = (ATDy + ATDg)/2
= (-1 +k +1+ k) kavRyg/2
= ky kav Ryg
= - k1 TOR/(1-ky) = Kky pTDg/(1+kq)
Example:

Suppose SAM is closer to the secondary station and that the difference in
distance from the SAM to M and S is 80% of the baseline length. Suppose
over the course of a year, the “Baseline Length" (in usec) changes 1.0
usec. Then ky = -0.8 and k2 v Ry.g = 1.0 usec so that

ATDy = -1.8 usec

and AED = -0.8 usec

Actual Observations.

The foregoing discussions were aimed at presenting the basic
considerations in examining Loran-C time difference variations. To be mcre
realistic, however, we must realize that smooth variations such as were
shown in figures B-2 and B-5 will not occur since weather variations, tre
prime cause of TD fluctuations, do not occur 1n such a smooth fashior ove-
the course of a year. Moreover, 1f we acknowledge that the signal speed
changes from time to time, 1t is not realistic to claim these changes occur
instantaneously, in the same amount, throughout the service area. This,
however, s no reason to abandon the model - we need simply acknowledge ®-s
shortcomings and take care when making applications. For paths such as are
1nv$1¥ed in the St Lawrence Seaway, for example, the model can be very
useful.

To obtain some of the utility of the model we can simply consider what
happens during the coldest month of the year as compared with the warmest
month of the year. We thus consider the two extremes and do not get
ourselves hopelessly confused trying to account, on a day-to-day, or eve~
week-to-week basis, for what happens in between. Thus, we do not try to
predict or model weather in a deterministic sense. We can and should
examine the "in-between" perfods - but only in a statistical sense.

We begin the consideration of "real observations” with figure B-6. -
data was obtained at the master and secondary stations of the 9960-X
baseline during calendar year 1981.

B-10
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Figure B-6

The “"raggedness" of the data records is very much in evidence - most
noticeably in the winter months. We note, however, that the underlying
trend follows that as shown in figures B-2 and B-5: the master TD's are
larger in the summer than in the winter and the secondary TD's are smaller
in the summer than in the winter. If we "mark"” the January and July average
TD's, we see that the change from summer to winter (summer minus winter) is

about +1100 nsec at M and about -250 nsec at S. Thus,
ATDR/aTDg = -110/25 = -4.40
From (B-4) we have
ATDR/2TDg = -(1-ky)/(14ky)
We would thus estimate k1 as follows,
1-Kky = 4.8 (1 + Ky)
1 -ky = 4.4+4.4K
ky = -3.4/5.4 = -0.63
so that we estimate Rg_gam -~ Rm-sam = -0.63 Rp-s
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This suggests that SAM 1s very close, hyperbolicelly to the secondary.
Specifically, we would guess SAM 1s on a hyperbola which passes through the
baseline 18.5% of the baseline Tength fram the secondary and 81.5% of the
baseline length from the master as shown in figure B-7. (0.185 - 0.815 =

-0.63).

Estimated
"Locus of SAM"
from simple DRD
model

0.185 R
s

Figure B-7

As it turns out, the actua! situation for the 9960-X baseline, with
Master at Seneca, N.Y., secondary at Nantucket, Ma, and SAM at Sandy Hook,

N.J., is as shown in figure B-8.
590 Km

Nantucket

Seneca o

342 Km 52 Km

Sandy Hook

Figure B-8

In actuality, SAM i{s very nearly on the perpendicular bisector of the
baseline:

Rs-sam = Rm-sam = 0.02 Rg_g,

and our model seems to have failed us.

B-12
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Closer scrutiny of the situation, however, shows the path from the
Master to the Secondary and the path from the Master to the SAM are almost
exclusively over land. Moreover, the land paths involved are interior New
York State and Massachusetts - areas which normally feature sub-freezing
temperatures in mid-winter. The path from the secondary to the SAM,
however, is almost entirely comprised of seawater which has a significant

moderating effect. The particular effect is that dry, sub-freezing surface
temperatures do not occur.

These observations suggest a modification to the double range
di fference model in cases where paths involve seawater that does not freeze.
We have experimented with several modifications and, given the presently
available data base, feel the best modification to make is to not count salx
water paths at all in calculating ranges (at least in the temperate Zzones:.
1f we apply this modification to the 9960-X baseline, we find the "modifiec
ranges" of concern are:

Seneca-to-Nantucket = Rp.s = 526 km
Seneca to Sandy Hook = Rp.cam = 332 km

Nantucket to Sandy Hook = Rg_cam = 13

Thus we have

‘RS-SM = Rm-sam)/Rm_s -0.60

which agrees very closely with the estimated value of -0.63.

Thus, the efficacy of this modification to the DRD-model can be seen.
Further evidence can be seen if we tabulate the observations at all
available data collection sites for the 9960-X baseline. In table B-1 we

show the summer-to-winter variations for each site along with both the
"simple DRD" and "modified DRD."

The data is also plotted in figures B-9 and B-10. In figure B-9, the
"Peak-Peak seasonal variation" is plotted versus the simple double range
difference. In figure B-10, it is plotted versus the modified double range
difference. A linear regression analysis shows application of the simp’e
double range difference model reduces the data record variation by about -
factor of 5.5. Application of the modified double range difference mo-e’
yields an additional factor of 3.4 reduction so that the standard devia“®
of the residuals is only 21 nsec.
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Site

Seneca, N.Y.
Nantucket, Ma.
Nahant, Ma.

Avery Pt, Ct.
Sandy Hook, N.J.
Cape Elizabeth, Me.

A1) Simple DRD
(Summer - Winter)
1100 nsec 580 km
-250 -600
-190 -346
-140 -259
0 0
-170 -299
Table B-1

M-X) Std o

SAPLE STATS

REGRESSION RESLTS

Modi fie¢ Do"

847 km
-20¢
-n°

-79

0
-194

Yo U208 ¢ 1208

X-tloar-154. 808 Slepe 1.108
X-Vor 100808, 408 S$T0 Erver 8. 200
X STD DEV 487. 585 Imerespt 242,031
Y-dioan S8 333 $T70 Erver B4. 118
Y-VAR 2675308. 087 Ne of Poire 0. 000

Yy $TO DEV 517.848 Corr. Cosf. K044
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Yo 18242 ¢ ), BORX

#00 Itisnatese

SANPLE BTATS RECAESEION RESULTS

A-doun & 007 Slepe 1. 200

K-Vor 108084, 897 ST frve- & OO

X STO OEV o8, 483 lraoresps 18242

Y-doan 70 000 S7D Erver 21.014¢

Y-VAR 314728, S8 Mo of Paire 0. 000

¥y STC UEV 308 980 Carv. Coof. 0 080
Figure B-10

These results indicate the modified double range difference model is a
very good one for the seasonal (i.e., the largest) component of the Loran-C
time dit’erence variations. This model is used in the main body of the
report to make predictions based on both the 1981 9960-W and 9960-X baseline
observations made at harbor monitor sites and from 1981/82 observations made
at Massena, N.Y. More detailed application of the simple mode)l was made in
reference 4 . At present we are developing modifications to the model to
deal more with the statistics of the short term variations than the actual
data variations as was done in reference 4 . The underlying concept of
this extension is that the “raggedness" of the data records increases as a

function of the double range difference just as the peak-peak variation over
a year did.

At the time of this writing, we have obtained a full year of Loran-C
chain 9960 data in electronic form from only three sites. Thus we feel it
would be premature at this time to present the short term variation model.
Publication of this further extension of the model is saved for a future
report when, in particular, we hope to have a substantial St Lawrence Seaway
region Loran-C data base.
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APPENDIX C
A PRIORI ESTIMATES OF ST LAWRENCE SEAWAY LORAN-C STATISTICS

Pu:g se.

In Appendix A we developed how to generate Loran-C error ellipses and
showed how we must first obtain estimates of oy, Uy, and p - the
standard deviations of the two prime time differences (TD's) in the area and
the correlation coefficient between the two TD's. Ultimately, we want to
cbtain these estimates by direct observations at data collection sites in
the Seaway. In section 3 of this report, however, we try to present an a
priori assessment of the Loran-C performance to be expected in the Seaway.
This serves to focus our attention on the vital statistics to obtain from
the stability study and {llustrate how these are to be used. From this, tne
overall experiment strategy can be carefully examined.

Since we do not yet have an adequate data base, the analysis of section
3 must draw statistical parameter estimates from some other source. The
double range difference concepts presented in Appendix B can be applied to
N.E.U.S. Loran-C station and harbor monitor sites to provide a first-cut
estimate of the standard deviations. The methodology to do this, .along wi~r
a procedure for obtaining first-cut estimates of the correlation -
coefficients is presented herein.

Formulation - Non-Differential Loran-C.

We begin by noting that section 3 explains that the statistical
parameters of interest are time-varying quantities. For our first cut at
estimating performance, however, we will ignore this technicality. We say
that at any point and at any time, the time difference measurement is a
random variable:

Ty = k +x1 + x2

where k = the non-varying component of the time difference

the seasonal component of the time difference, a zero-mean
random variable

X1

the sum of all shorter term components, a zero-mean random
variable

X2

We will assume 1ndependence between the varying components so that the <7za’
standard deviation, c ,, is




L e
Data obtained at USCG harbor monitor sites suggests that for double-range
di fferences such as those encountered in the St Lawrence region for the
9960-W and X baselines, Oy is at least 3 or 4 times as large as ox2.

&

Ai If Ox) = 302,

o = O D1+ (1/H2/2 2 1,050, ~ o,

For a "Raw Loran-C" (vice differential Loran-C) analysis, therefore, we can
ignore the short-term component in generating a year-round performance
prediction.

To obtain an estimate of Uy}, we will simply assume we have pure
sinusoidal seasonal components. Thus,

Ox1 = 0.707 (peak-peak variation)/2

(i.e., rms-value of a sinusoid).

{ By using the results of the double-range difference regression analysis
: performed using N.E.U.S. chain and harbor monitor site data, we can obtain
! estimates of o, and gy at the center of all the St Lawrence Seaway
Ece reaches of interest. Appropriate double range differences and resulting
r(f "seasonal sigmas” (U ¢) are listed in Table C-1. In the computations, we
‘ used:
!
{
j (pk-pk)y = 0.993 DRD, - 45 (in nanoseconds)
3 (pk-pk)y = 1.316 DRD, +3 (in nanoseconds)
1
:
F.
F.
o
c-2
o
r
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A1l that remains now is for us to obtain estimates of the correlation
coefficients. Note that we have:

+ X,

™ =k +w, +w D =k + x
W W b X 2

1 2
E[Tw TDx] b pow Gx

Table C-1 lists our estimates for o, and o, so that p is the remaining
unknown. As before, we assume the seasonal and short term components are
independent so that

1

E[wv;y wpl = E[xy xp] = Elwy x2] = Elxy wp]l = 0O

This leaves
¢ Oy Ox = E[TDy TDx] = Py Jy) Ox) + P2 0y2 9x2 (C-1)
where

P1%0 91 = Elw x],
and P2 Ow2 Ox2 = E[wz XZ]
Since we have assumed pure sinusoids for wy and x2 we might as well
assume they are perfectly in phase so that 1 = 1. (Actually, harbor
monitor data suggests this is a valid assumption). The search now focuses
on estimatingpp. To obtain a useful a priori estimate of p 2 we should
note the following.
Let

mroa = short term component of master signal time-of-arrival variation

VTOA = " L] L] (1} m 1 sky n " 1]

XTOA = xray
Since w2 = wyoA - MT0A and x2 = XTOA - MTOA,
Elwz x2] = p29w29x2 = E[(wroa - myoa)(xT0A  “roa)]

= E[wroa xToAl - Elwrga myoA)

2
- ElxyoA mroal + Elmyop ]
We assume that all short term TOA's measurements are independednt so that,

Elwroa xToal = Elwroa mroal = ElxyoA mroAl = 0

c-4




2
Elw2 x2] = P20y20x2 = TprOA

2 2
But, Cwz = (Oyyon  + Imroa”)'/2
2 2
and  Iyp = (rop” + %nron )1/2
s0,
2
by = Gm'IOA
z 2 z 7T
[("u'mA * Onron ) (Oxron * Ompon )]

Classical treatments assume that short term TOA variations are
signal-to-noise ratio dominated. Thus, if the observer is close to the
master station, so the argument goes, OmTOA << OwTOA» OxTOA SO that
we can say po~ 0. In the middle of the chain coverage area,

OmTOA =~ OWTOA = OXTOA = O

so we have

62 1
[(26%) (2] *

P = H

These treatments thus ignore the effects of imperfections of chain
operations, including timing correction granularity, phase modulation, etc.
In a more recent treatment (reference 5 ?. Ligon suggests that for the short
baseline chains of Canada and CONUS, unless one is truly in a "fringe area,"
(we are not), it is best to simply assume all short term noise is
“transmitter noise" and thus independent of distance to the stations. Thus,
we Say OmTOA ® OWTOA = OxTOA =~ ¢ and we get p2 = 1/2. This
assumption is suggested as the most appropriate a priori estimate and the
one we will use.

If we 1et Gw‘l = kw Uwz
and Ow+=  kyOyx2,
we can re-write equation C-1:

oo 1% % *re % %)
g a
W X

C-5




- M Jh gl Aeads Jiadi it o SN) A AT e S Sete e Bt SN e S 3 (et it

Since
Oy = ( ulz + CJ‘122) : ' % ~ (c"xl2 + °x22) : '
and
Owe = (—l]c-_) %1 * Ox2 = (-lt—) Yx1 ,
L X
we have

901 %1 [p 1 * p2/(kwkx)]

0 = b
o 0 [(1+ 142 1+ 148)]%

o Pa1k ket
2 2 1T
[0+ 1) (& +1)]°

For,1 =1 andp 2 = 0.5,
k k_+ 4
W X

°" [(ki + 1) (ki + 1)]'-’5'

We previously argued it was reasonable to assume k, =k = 3 (at
least). For these values we have
9 +1/2
T = 0.95
9 +1

Alternatively, for ky = ky = 2, we have

4 +1/2
4 +1

In the St Lawrence, the : = 0.95 assumption yields smaller errors %-asr

the ¢ = 0.90 assumption. Thus, to be conservative, we will use = 0.9 - -

all reaches. With this final assumption, we have the ability to genera:e
predicted error ellipses for each reach of the seaway and estimate maximur
cross-track errors - at some specified probability contour. For a fi-s<
cut, we use a probability of 0.95 - further discussion on this subject -
provided in section 3. Plots of the ellipses are provided in Appencir "
the section called "Raw (Non-Differential) Loran-C Error Ellipses.”
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Formulation - Differential Loran-C.

If we place a differential monitor site in the St Lawrence Seaway - sav
at the Eisenhower Locks at Massena, N.Y. - we can considerably reduce the
seasonal component of the TD variations observed along the river. The
manner in which the variations are reduced - assuming the uniform
propagation/double-range difference formulation holds true - is very
straightforward. From equation B-3 in Appendix 8, we have the change °n
TD's at any site being represented by:

To2,p - Ty,p = 4T0p = k Av DRDp

If we call the differential monitor station point d, we have
2,4 - TDy,4 = kAv DRDy

At Ty (say, the time of the survey), we have

D b = kp + T d (C-2)
where kp is some constant value determined by the Loran-C chain numbers
and the exact location of the observer - this is all determined during the
survey. At T2, we have

TDz’p = TD].p + k AV DRDP

= kp + TD].d + k Av DRDp

But,

™ ,d TD2,4 - k av DRDy

so we have

2 p kp + TD2,4 - k Av DRDg + k Av DRD,

= kp + TDz'd + Kk AV (DRDp - DRDd)
In utilizing differential Loran-C, an observer at point p computes pos<*‘or
based on:

102,p - differential correction

where differential correction = TD2 4 - TDy ¢

c-7
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Thus, the fix is based on
T02,p - TD2,4 + 1Dy 4

= kp + TD2,4 + kA v (DRDy - DRDg) - TD2 4 + TDy ¢4
= [kp + Ty 4] + kA v (DRDp - DRD4)

The term in brackets, of course, can be seen from equation C-2 above ¢
simply TD1,p. Thus, we have
Corrected TD2 p = TDy p + kA v (DRDp - DRD4)

and the TD's at point p, with differential corrections applied, vary from
time Ty to T2 in the manner described below:

™p, differential = TD2,p, di fferential - TD1,p, differential
= kav (DRDp - DRDg)

Thus, the variations are of the same form as described in Appendix B, we
simply have to use what we might call the "differential" double range
difference. We pick the proposed monitor site and subtract its double ra
difference from all other sites of interest.

We expect that the move to differential Loran-C will remove a large
portion of the TD variations throughout the St Lawrence Seaway. Thus we

~e

ng+

car

no longer simply assume the seasonal components are so much larger -ha~ - -

-~

shorter term components that they serve as a good estimate of the teo

variation and we must come up with estimates for the short term var:.- .- :

There are numerous classical approaches to this problem which relate <ne
short term variation to distance from the transmitting stations. As

described earlier in the discussion on short term correlation coefficie- -

these treatments assume atmospheric noise predominates "transmitter no :

Again, we argue this is not an appropriate claim for the St Lawrence Soaw ’

where we assume we are not "atmosperic noise limited." Thus, for tr- -

cut, we will choose a single figure to represent the short term s*anz-

deviation - for both TD's at all reaches. From harbor monitor exper: --
an estimate of 20 nanoseconds seems most appropriate.

This short term standard deviation must be modified before we car m.
direct application to the differential Loran-C situation. We mus*t ve- ‘o-
that the differential monitor station provides information to the u«-
it also provides noise. Thus, we assume the short term noise at th. ~c
is independent of the short term noise the user is encounterin- sc th.*

c-8
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after the correction has been applied, the user noise has been increased:

2 2
Op,differential = (0p + ¢ )1/2

We assume that GOp = 04 = 20 nsec so that op 4iff = 20 /2 . This is
the figure we aﬁl? use for our predictions.

We further assume that the short term and seasonal variations are
independent so that

Ototal = [ 05 + (20/Z )211/2 (c-3)
2
= (og + 800)1/2

where Og = the seasonal component standard deviation which is estimated
by use of the differential double range difference formulation.

Additionally, with differential Loran-C, we must revise our approach tc
estimating the correlation coefficient. As before, we will assume the
seasonal components are pure sinusoids. Depending on the "sign" of the
differential double range differences these sinusoids could be in-phase or
1800 out of phase. Due to the nature of the geometry in the St Lawrence,
the differential double range differences are always of the same sign.

Thus, we will again use py = 1 and note that if the differential double
range differences were of the opposite sign, we would have used py = -1.

To compute the total correlation coefficient, we re-write equation C-1:

. , + 3
p=P1%1 % o2 % %
g ag
w X

Using vy = 1, v =0.5 as before, and Oyp =0y,p = 207 , this
combines with equation C-3 to become:

dwl Oxl + 400

3 = 2 2 1:? (C’a"
[(owl + 800) (v, + 800)]

Using equation C-4 and the re-computed double range differences, we can
construct Table C-2 which 1ists the predicted statistics based on a

di fferential monitor site located at Eisenhower Locks. Plots of the
resul ting error ellipses are presented in Appendix D.
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Section 3 discusses the situation to be attained if we add a
di fferential monitor site at Wellesley Island. Table C-3 lists the
statistics for appropriate reaches with this site providing differential
corrections. The data was computed using the same formulation used for
Eisenhower Locks. Plots of the resulting error ellipses are also provider
in Appendix D.

Predicted Predicted Predicted Predicted Predicted

Seasonal Total Seasonal Tota! Tota!

Reach ¢ DRO-W “Sigma-u" 5 1gme-u" 0RD-X “Sigm-X" *S1gme-X* "RHO"
5% -128 .045 .083 -68 .032 .043 0.8
57 -4 .00 .049 -59 .028 .039 0.80
58 -9 .03% .046 -49 .023 .036 0.724
59 -88 .033 .043 -43 .020 .034 0.73
60 -84 .03 .042 -4 .019 .0 0.69
61 -8 .030 .04 -40 .019 .034 0.70
[ -1 .0 .041 -38 .018 .034 0.6?
6 -n .027 .039 -3 .07 .03) 0.67
64 -65 .02% .08 - .06 .032 0.66
65 -83 .020 .035 -29 .04 .032 0.6
67 -4 .08 k) -26 012 .03t 0.58
(%] -% O 032 -0 .00 .030 0.56
n -2 .009 .03 -13 . 006 .029 0.52
1 0 .000 .028 -4 .002 .028 0.5)
n 12 . 004 .029 7 .003 .028 0.51
/] 7 .006 .029 8 .003 .028 0.5%
9 n .012 .0 10 .004 .029 0.50
80 S .018 .034 19 .009 .030 0.55
81 63 .02 .0% 25 .on .03 0.59
82 8 .028 .040 N .014 .032 0.62
a3 9% .0 .08 40 .08 .0 0.68

Table C-3
c-Nn
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APPENDIX F

EXAMPLES OF DATA COLLECTION PROBLEMS
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Example

Figure F-1

Figure F-2

Figures F-3
and F-4

Comments on Examples

Comment

The printout is from the Cote Ste. Catherine site

Ad Hoc equipment. The column labeled “GRI" provides
a measure of the receiver oscillator stability. It
should be very steady at some value in the range
99600.00 +/- 6.20. The sTgnTficant variation in
this measure of oscillator performance is reflected
in the unstable time difference readings. This

malfunction was the major cause of lost data at
Cote Ste. Catherine.

The printout is from the Iroquois Lock site Ad Hoc
equipment. (Note the stable oscillator readings.)
Receiver estimated signal-to-noise ratios for the M,
W, X, Y, and Z signals are listed in the last five
columns, respectively. Notice how the SNR's periodi-
cally drop substantially and then return to normal.
Related fluctuations in the time differences (columns
2 through 5) can be seen. At present, the cause of
these fluctuations is unknown.

The printouts are from the Prescott Buoy Auditing
equipment sets. The data of figure F-3 was obtained
on Julian Day 116. The column labeled "DB"
represents the deviation of the 9960-X average from
the nominal value of 28130.93 in tens of nanoseconds.
The column labeled “SDB" represents the standard
deviation of the time differences, also in tens of
nanoseconds, cver the period for which the average
value in column "DB" was computed. The fluctuations
in the averages are extraordinarily high as are the
standard deviations. At this point, it could have
been concluded there was a receiver problem.

Figure F-4 shows the data from the same site 2

weeks later. The receiver is still abnormal. The
two figures, taken together, illustrate the major
characteristic of the data bases from the high
density data collection sites: 2 weeks after the
problem was first evident, it still has not been
detected and corrected. {(The receiver was eventually
changed on Julian Day 159 - more than 6 weeks after
the problems were evident.)

F-2
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E" Comments on Examples (con't)

Example Comment
Figure F-5 The printout is from the Beauharnois site Ad Hoc

equipment set. Two problems are illustrated.

Notice the third column. ™he cortiec¢t 9960-X time
difference reading is about 27579. usec. The
receiver is tracking on the wrong cycle (thus the
reading is about 10 usec low). Later it is tracking
on the correct cycle (the heading "INTERNAV........
«++¢300 BAUD" means an operator intervened). §Still
later it is again tracking 10 usec low.

The second problem is "when did this all occur?*®

In the heading, the notation "00/00/00 00:00" means
"it is now midnight on the 0th day of the Oth month
of the 0Oth year."” (Should a star have been visible
in the midnight clear or 4did that happen a year
later?) After seven more readings are taken, and,
after data collection was interrupted for some
indeterminate amount of time, we are again led to
believe it is still midnight on the same day.

These unknown times of observation make the data
unusable for Differential Loran-C analysis purposes.

Figure P-5 The data here was also obtained at Beauharnois. The
two sets of data show a substantial offset. This is
not a "seasonal effect®™ nor is it the result of an
equipment problem. Careful investigation by the
authors revealed the antenna was moved to a new
location during this period (Loran-C works!)
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Figure F-1
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PREDICTED ERROR ELLIPSE PLOTS

9960-N (NORTH BAY) ~ NON-DIFPFERENTIAL

9960-W DIFPERENTIAL CORRECTIONS FROM MASSENA
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