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A . | POREWORD

‘This research project represests fulfillment of a student
requiremant for successful completion of the overseas phase of
training of the Departmant of the Army's rozc.tgn ATresa Of.ﬁ.c.: :
Program (Rnuian) .

Only unclassified scurces are used in producing the rssearch
paper. The cpinioms, valus judgements and conclusions expressed
are those of tha author and in no way reflect official policy
of the United States Governmant, Department of Defense, Dopmt
of the Army, the US Army Intslligences and Security Command, or
- the Russian Instituts. The completed paper is not to be rspro—-
duced in whole or in part without permission of the ma.:,

US Army Run:un mutm, APO llur York 09083,

: This docull.nt has been clcand for open publication by
the appropriate military servics or governmsntal agency.
Intarssted rsaders ars invited to send their comments to the
Commander of the Instituts. .
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on a series of articles in Voyennyy Vestnik, a8 Soviet military publi-

.:hodl by which :h‘n-:-po of the attack can be {mpedad or intarrupted

In this article the suthor ﬁrunt_i a discussion primarily based !

cation detailing the importance of the tempo of the offensive in Soviet
ocperational art and :ac::l.cs m_ predominant tenst of Seviet tactical

doctrine is that decisive results are achieved only through offensive -
sction of which the tempo of ths attack is of vital importance. In

addition to the discussion of thgu articles, the author offers some

in order to creste conditions fo:thn.fdluaotthn;huuotm

of Soviat forces, snd henca, hopefully, a Soviat defesat. . 2
- - .
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THE TEMPO OF THE OFFENSIVE — EEY TO VICTORY

During 1977, a saries of ten articles sppesred in the Soviet
monthly military journsl Voysznyy Vestaik. m:h—ekroumm
articles is the tempo of the attack (temp nastupleniva) and its impor-
tancs in Soviet offensive operatioms. The mejor purpose of this paper

P A med - . "Ll

'h:odueusnd'ndyn:ua-.cmotarticls. However, it is also
deemed mraprh:c and necessary to examine methods and offer suggestions
\ . ' mmmmozmman&umzmmozmm
| . on how NATO forces, and particularly U.S. .forcess, l:l.cht_dunpto:
- iwpeda the tempo of the sttack, thersby cresting conditions for the
fatlure of the Soviet offensive. Ao undarstanding of Soviet operatiomal
mﬁm:mumumfor;huc-m:ﬂ;niozmueqﬁd
B _'anﬂ‘:}ﬂ-loﬁthmot.e‘mmsm:nrzm. In this
- Tegard, to provide depth end better understanding, the initial portiom
of the paper contsins a limited explanation of Soviet tactics and

N tezminology. o
The pndn-:lm: tenst of Soviet tactical doe\:ti.u is that decisive
results are achisved a;ly through offensive action. "The offensive is
the basic form of combat sction. Only by a resolute offensive conducted
. at a high tempo and to a great depth is total destruction of th.u-y
R -, - : attained.”™ The offensive against i dafending epemy usually is waged
| in three distinct but overlsapping stages. The first is the meeting

engagement (vstyechnyy boy), or what Americsn silitary vritars mors




" tives desp in the enemy's rear. The distinction between & second eche-

" success in depth. -

use is to maintain the momentum of the attack, especially cn the main

commonly refer to as movement to contact, except that the Soviets seem

to give it mors meaning and grester depth. It also encompasses the ini-

tial engagement. The sacond stage is the breakthrough which is charac- !
terizad by the concentration of combat power at s chosen point to rupture

the enemy defenses. In the third stage, the attack is imtensified by
the rapid exploitation of mmem'mamowcmc.

The Sovists rely cn the echalon concept to achisve and meintsin a
rapid rate of advance. Basically, the £4rst echalon ruptures the defense
ndoommmofmmmﬁdiﬂhmw'm
c.splc:l.u‘ this success by advancing through the penetration to seise objec-

mms':ma_m:mmumuuvn;m
defined mission before the: m. namely to attack from a specified
position to mmuy the forcs of the first echalon's attack and exploit

The second echalon has 0o comparable U.S. equivalent. Its primsry

axis of attack. In his initial attack order, the cowasnder plyns for .

second .clulcn commitasnt, assigns a tentative employment line, snd to-
designatas artillery snd other support. The second echelon is initizlly
tasksd to resch the sams objectives as the first echalonm, should this
mu:nubcroqund, Modifications of plsoned employmsnt can be made

as the battle’ develops.. The second echelon may be directed to exploit
:h.mgmumzu-e,o:a:uyb.m:uuumkaa'm

direction.  Other missions mmy be:

= to dastroy bypassed enemy elemsnts
- o defest countarattacks -
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= 2o defeat airmobile or airborne sttacks

-.umhenm?ofmtmtmm:hmlut combat
effectivenass. )

The reserve in the echalon method is small by U.S. standards,
aimrox:antuy 1/9 of the attacking force in size. Such reserves m
utumuymwamumumatuckordc.bu:m
mm&mmcmmmcomcofmm:h They are
£on-d:ob¢rudytorunnucipuodnqu1r-nundwuy-n
with the first echelonm. wm:,mwm,uw
:o:hcmcn,m-ond.u:oprmuglmndotdmud:o

B ctfoct ucuury coordna:uu

Mmtmondcltndméoch‘lm:um:aom“m
to finally break thq'n-y'l' defense. The first echalom is allocated
sufficient combat power to quickly overvhels the enemy. For instance,
a Soviet army commsnder in the critical sactor is likely to place
more than half of bis divisions in the first ecbelon snd use all
m,mmmqumu-emum@,
army srtillery, ndfutn‘ch.da::m.rrtmtm,amm
preceding the first echelon's asssult. The army’s goal would be to
destroy enemy forces h.mmipda@r_MMauMynu
the depths of the enemy's defansa so as to preclude the enemy from
baing able to seal off the penetratiocn or to regrouwp.

In order to cﬁf-g:imﬁ.u,. forces sust be massed. In
past wars, the oumerical relationship in & particular sector could
nlthbyailwmmaofmagmommmt.
m:,mofmlusmctinmmbm‘amehm.ot
great magnitude to the baisnce. The Soviets classify muclear, chemical




and biological armaments as weapcns of mass destructiom. Munm
change the ratic of forcas on any axis of advance and to the entire depth.
Potential nuclear strikes by the enemy maks prolonged concentration inadvis-

thle. The Soviets intend to mass at the critical poist by memns of mobility
and high zates (t-po) of offensive operations (W.
@uywmqmnqmummmmu
mwmwmmaqm.m (The term complementary
@uwummum#'mam.m@m
mmnqmugmuwumumuw
in achieving succsss. mxmc.m,zm:rnmm'

n@tdwmmzxmmammumm-
baikal Military District, states, "the attack at & high tampo has truly
becoms a desand of the times."’ The principle includes the battlefield

wqumm,mwuwa—u Eigh

' tampo is the relentless prosecution of an operaticn, without pause.’ It -
is particularly critical cn the muclear battlefisld. Xeeping the enemy
tive defense. It will, additionally, allow maximm effectivensss in
exploiting the effects of cne's own nuclear strikes. The desirability of

7

m;e;ugwu:m:wamuzm. The

Talation of mability to firspowar must be emphasised. nﬁ:ﬁomm
mdnlyutm:m:-itwtbmvm.dm
T"" abjectives. nma-unum4mmamm'-

dafenses. ca:mnumhmam. This means
+ « mmum,.um.&m,mmmnmummm.
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The serfes of articles cn the tempo of the sttack was initialed by

Colonel G. Lobachev, Commander of the Guards Motorized uq- Taman

Red Banner Division, who mishortly thareafter promoted to one star
Tank, general major. This article was of a general nature and then
the editors of Voyemnyy Vestanik requested other officers to express
thci:opmumiwqm:mmrmdbym. lobachav., The.
mw:uuaunmmmmm:ommm;‘
however, they all dealt with s specific nbjce:-, such as mansuver,

sir defensa, surprise, rwmcg, etc., vhich would ingure the
success of the tempo of tha.offensive, uldiltdy leading to victory.

mmtmglchmanmmumofm

previous srticles, written by Colonal General G.. Selmsmov, Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of Ground Forces for Combat Training, sad it
‘rednforced all of the positive aspects of the previous articles.’ -
Col. Lobschev states that the high-rate of tespo is not in itself
a goal (ns s-ogd.'). mu s mesns of achisving ‘victory in offemsive
oparations. Ba describes, as we do in our own sraci-mechsnized shock
acticn doctrime, the dynamic nature of the high tespo in that it
dsprives the enemy of the opportunity to msneuver his forces freely,
to take the initiative, to utilize his reserves effectively, and to
mmucmyctmnmpoauofmuq.ﬁnoud_um
time winimizing cos's own losses of parsomel and squipment.® Col.
Gen. Salmenov adds that the rapid advance into the depths of the
enemy's defense prevents the n-y-fmnmiuoecwym‘ favorable
positicns in time, frow laying mibefields, and other countermsmeuvers.’
Several of the articles discuss st length the importance of
Mm.undcu;m.mmcmotmmmunm




to avoid varicus unanticipated difficulties. Reconnsissance must be
active and continuous under any conditions, day and night, ia order to
insure that commsunders do not maks umsubstantiated decisions. A high
t-'po in the attack is inconceivable without ‘well-organized rmmc.s
To give significance to the importancs of reconnaisssnce, two of the
articles quoted Lenin's statement, "The most dangerous thing in war is

to underestimats the ensmy and rest on the umﬂm that wa ars stronger.

This is the most dangerous thing that can cause ddut."’

Bowgver, two
suchors in the series pointed to the weaknass, that unfortunately, thay
still encountar officers who scorn reconmnsissance, who mthluo- their
own capsbilities or who possess s poor knowledge of the capabilities and
Tesources of thair subordinates snd underestimste the enewy.l’ .
Cowmandars at all levels sre obligated to perfoms recomnaissencs .
personally but the lesding role beloags to the chief of staff. Basad
on insgtructions from the commander, he sssigns .the forces and mesns
needed for the reconnsissence snd he specifies how this is to be done.
The Soviets gl-poe:. intelligence on every aspect of the enemy just as U.S.
forces would, but it seams that in their writings they expect to know
the location of much smallar elements than one would expect snd not just
on the FEBA (Forward REdge of the Battle Ares). For instance, they expect
to imow the locarion of small antitank elements, ¢.g., TOWs, and they
«xpect to imow the location of the majoriry of them even into the depths
of the defensa.'l They spesk of destroying or suppressing them eves
before the start of the attack. Knowing NATO tactics ndorgun;_timl.
tables will sssist them in kmowing the number of veapon systems and their

probable locstions. All of the articlas cite exarcisa rinul:s to rein-

force their statements, but in every case tha exercise rssults are 50




zlcwi.ng and the commanders, pcr:icuhzly if they are above the rank of
sanior lieutenant, are all knuv:l.ng. In. the exercises the commanders '
slways knew where the enemy positions were, and in a couple of instances
by knowing the enmemy's tactics and ofgaﬁiatioﬁ, they simply foresaw

vhere the enemy vas located. 2 of courss, it is extremely important to
use all means necessary to determine eneay dispositions, but the Soviets
mdmsaomcmtulin:hd:cccuu :hatmvondmhovnmstic
they I:l. They continually speak of the need for rsalistic training, but

ons certainly csnnot detect the realism in the results described in these

fev articles. HRNevertheless, their desire to get rasults and achieve- — .. . ... ..

success by raconnsissance cannot be overlooked. NATO forces must

‘insurs the security of their positions and actions.

As stated esrlier, several authors discussed the attitude of some
comssndars towsrd recomnaissance. Lisoveki adds that in' tactical exar~
cises, not all commsnders nad' their staffs give attention to penetraticn
of rMmc alenents into the eneny rear. A possible wvulnerability
which sust be exploited is to demy the Soviet forces the use of signal -
co_n:l.utiou in' transmitting intalligence data. "The most valuable
infornation becomes old quickly under conditions of tm-ﬁav;ng msodern
combat and high troop mobility and saneuverability. Therefors, commsndars
and staffs are obligated to displsy maximm efficiency in collecting
and processing intalligence information. To this objective, it is
necassary to establish a reliable means of cu-niu:ion and to establish
signal tablas which would allow :h. rapid and accurata trnlun:l.on of
obtained dsca."? ,

Throughout the srticles, good recommaissance is demanded for the

achisvement of success. Tha most modern techmology, the bast trained
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scldiers, and mmerical superiority over the enmmy, will go to waste if

the commander, because of puor moauhmcc. chooses the YIORg course
of action. Without recomnsissance the sub-units (podrazdeleniye) cammot
operate decigively and caonot reliably achisve the goals established.

, they lose the initiative and fail to maintain the tempo of the
attack, . ! i

4
B

Col. Lobachev, citing the cosbst experience of World ?c: I, the
Great Patriotic War, established the rule that when a fromtal attack

failed, experienced commanders always resorted to fire uﬂ. mansuver to
outflank the enemy, struck where he was weakest, and tookulmupot

succassful adjacent units. Col. Gen. Sahmvnpuu:hhthmin
the concluding article and stresses the importance of maneuver in main-
taining the tempo of the attack.l* The Soviets intend to mstncain the
:-pobymundbtodm,umunmlmmhcnjm
.. 'muammmummamm
enamy. m:tnmmmémqumtcmmmlot
udioutiﬂ mt-hl.ttn. plr:iahxly with tank snd utorts.d tifle
mu,ndtuyh:odumamuthummudmnatuﬁ
spesds and attack intd ths depths of the enemy's defense. Tactical .
MW(WW:)&M“M&MW
tional or complemsntary warfare to disrupt and forestall enemy reserves,
saizse c.nd and contrel facilitiss, etc., g.ordo: to support ths non—
stop advance of the main body. mamyum,m,u
muclesr warfars. The vertical envelopment either by airborme or by
baliborne assault forces will preveat the opposing forces ttu occupying

P dafensive lines at the edges of contaminated aress, thereby insuring that

Soviet forcss do.sot have to deploy in contaminated areas. L

|
] B " " N . Ltk e @ o —— . - S ———
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Soviet £a:eu.do not intend to get bogged down in a protracted
battle for every enemy stromg point, but are resolved to taks ad-un:uc
of the terrain and fire suppression to penetrats swiftly into the

. dapths of the enemy's dafenss, attacking muclesr wespons delivery
mesns, artillery firing positions, and reserves by surprise attacks sad
by attacks from differeat directicms. It is up-;.uuy important to
seise and msintain the initiative, win time, and preserve the high
tempo of the attack without permitting the cn-r:o crests and organize

= 7" ~“defenses on intermediste lines. 1 successes ma: where they have
o not been expected, or if a'decresse in the tempo'of the attack occurs,

Mwum:uuw.,.mwﬁ}am.:owzm'
\ | mmummt.hchéoéuaizumto-pwumd
' M;uuuu,mﬁ-c{u.um.g{u:m.“'mu- |
B -mmb@mq-.am-ammuju{unnmm-_ .
r .~ found in a U.S. military sanual; however, Salmanov in his conclusicn
. M,MUcmd“mnrymMumt@
. foresight, a sober calculation of the cornhdcu of forces and weapons,

——

sod the combat. training of:hpmmd. desides that, suy mansuver
involves some risk. It is the commander's task to do everything he must
mordc:ntodu«tnlmkto_adn-."n Simchenkov states that

, mmcmﬂﬁmocoﬁtmmiptmwuueth
| every uission in exarcises by froucal asseults thersby seviag time end ‘
maincaining the high tampo. This is total W.n It appears |
. from Salmsnov's statement that there is some reluctance to maneuver

forces, and from Simchenkov's that. this is mq::.l)" the case: some
commanders continue to maks frontal assaults sgainst stubborn strong

ponu,_:hc-by incurring greater losses and loging the initistive. One
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can only vonder how widespresd this zeluctance is, and such reluctancs
may indicate the lack of inventiveness and individuality of the Soviat
officer corps. The point.should not be overemphasized but is worth coo-

. sideration.

Oue article is concerned wholly with the du::uctian of enemy anti-
tank systems. m:mzuduutcnlyn-y:hhi.munuumk
guided missiles (ATGMs) fired either from the ground or from attack
helicopters. The author states that the du:mtiou of these mesns is

'"'Mammknduthop:it.mughipodotmtnd

ultisate success in battle is in jecpardy.l’ Oue spproach to destroying
the enemy's antitank means sppesis to be ra:hctooluh Because of the
Mofwn‘ndm.mntm, :lusémtmthnt suggests that
£ia14 artillery wnits be moved forward to coaduc:u.nctﬂxo agalast

point targets possessing sntitank sesns. m cL- of thesa weapons,
thavefors, have 3 direct opportunity to oburn nd ch:.c: :hqm

of firing systems and to quickly destroy them.”’ wor cnly does movizg the
artillery forward maks it more suscsptible to NATO artillery, bccmc of ..
the range and visibility to forward obu:n::. bu: it would also b2 wore
vulnersble to NATO diract fire maans, plrticumly that of tanks snd ATGMs.
It would appear that this srtilliery would be much bettar utilized in s
pormal indirect firing mode. Artillery u direct fire simply has not
Mdu:l.p.d:oeub&tlﬂnladtnh I:cmldbtths::h.kﬂ.cu
mmguumniumcunmm&uuwumémuy
sntitank means in the initial battles., Other means of overcoming anti-
tank wespons are rather standard, such as firs suppression, utilizatien

of tarrain festures, smoks, high speed of movemant, etc., and do not

bear furthsr comment.

10




Howaver, a few couments are-necessary concerning s couple of tac-
tical exarcises described by the author which sesn completely ludicrous
and certainly do not obtain the degres of realism so oftan desirad by.
Soviet officers in their 'tittngt In ons exercise s tank platoon
supporting a motorized rifle company penstrated the enemy's defense, .
quickly moved into the depths of the defemse, and overcams all anti-
tank wespons. The article statsd that the platoon knev all of the
concasled locations of thase systaas becsuse of supezrior recomnaissancs.
Is snother instance, two antitank helicopters suddenly appesrsd but
because of the superdor resction of the air defemse gunners, cve was
shot down and the other forced to retrest befors eithar was able to
fire a shot. In another instance, vhile moving forward, several enemy

. ATQM systems were cbserved satting up to fire, but befors they could

fire, the £:l.§ing data m ’t.?‘t‘d', m:atc cosmands given, snd
mahlh’bagu’qhdmmm.mmw. The enemy
suffersd losses and made several confused lamches, but because of the
concentrated long-range fire of tanks and mortars, wers forced to TetrTaat.
MMchmbm umm;m ndthteaplny

continued to progress st a high g-ic'.n

Further comments about realistic
training are not oecssssry, but one comment abonf Soviat expectations
is. They expect o destroy mors than balf of the enemy's antitank means
or at laast suppress them in order to be mcmtul.u

Achieving sup::j.u. is another important elemsnt in Soviet operstions
as wall as insuring that ona's own forces ars not surprised. Truly .
scientific foresight makas it possible to determine properly the most

probable nature of enemy actions, and on the basis of this to providse

scientific messures which would disrupt or reducs to a minimm his attempts

B e T o %
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to achieve ourpriu.za

Many officers havse developed this quality of
scientific foresight according to Col. B. Shein. He gives au exampls of

mtmrchahvhichacmcycm'uwmldtomtm
a defensive position until the arrival of :hoba:uliou'lninbody
However, after a briaf reconnsissance, the terrain suggested to the
company commander the location of the enemy reserves, and baing able to
forasee the course of events, be attacked menuﬁlly. The enemy vas N

caught by surprise and defeated by the bold attack.?® Sciemtific fore-

—ns  w e sercame s

sight? m.i:ummaa'mm., but 1a real battle
Alr defense snd particularly defense mmt ATGM helicopters is of
grave concern to the Soviets. Thers is no doubt that air defemse in ) {
general -.ndﬂ.r defense sgainst helicopters in particular — is m .
of the wost' important factors which will insurs the success of the high
‘tempo of the sttack. Aviaticn is & means which will be goe of the first :
to be employed to disrupt the high tempos of the sttack.?> The article 7
o belicopters dlscusses st length halicopter tactics and, capabilities
which tha author readily admits wers taken from the foreign press. Again
utilizing s tactical exercise as an eaxample, Soviat forces successfully
countsred an air actack and a belicopter gunship attack dus to excellemt

intalligence and. the effsctiveness of the air defense forces. The actions
taken by the Soviet forces wers standard precautions such as the use of

cbservation posts, camouflags, radar scquisitiocn, covering likaly svenues
of spproach, etc. All of this is important, but agsin they wers so effec-

tive against this type of asssult that the enemy was driven off, spparently
without causing casualties. The invineibility of Soviet forces may plsay
some rols in the psyche of the soldiers and officers in tactical exsrcises,
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but one must question the effect on their morale h‘utul battls vhen
the enemy doesn't pull back but stands and fights. The events in
Afghanigtan should offer soma cluss. Of course, thers is snother
corollary. The Sovist officers reading these articles see no semblance
in what is written ‘to that which actually occurs during their tactical
exarcises. | /
Avethar concern of the Sovists also comes to light in this parti-
cular exercise snd that is the conservation of missiles snd smsumition.
It ‘could be assumed thet this is a'concern across the entirs spectrum.
They stress that :n-uﬂ_: and £ire control must be ptacticdd in engaging
bostile targets in that all enemy taTgets ar‘c.hto,n"ht under fire simul-
tanecusly without several systems firing at the same target. This
precludes an unjustifisbly large expenditure of smmunition and missiles,
which in the end would heve &n adverss effect ou subsequent missions.2
Crossing berriers and cbstacles, snd radicactive and chemically
contaminated sones, which ars encountersd during combat, normally imvolves
some alowing down or possibly a balting of the sdvancs. Unjustiftable
pauses, however, must be avoided. The spead of advanca on. the battle= '
£4ald nd into the depths of the dafense alvays vas nd remains the most
important indicator of an attack's n!tcaivnaa.” fven nﬁt Ob‘tlclll,
Mcgmby:hcn-yumﬁgmohmum.mthm
coma from the march without reducing the rate of tha offensive using all
svailable mesns to develop tHe offensive on the opposita bank.?® ‘

One srticle ir the series discussed the position of the commsnder in

.cubc: snd requires a few comments. Basically, the author statad that

the commander must place himself in the most advantageous positics in
ovder to control the battla but at critical times it would be necessary
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¥ because of morale purposes for the commandar to move forward and lead
his troops into combat by the battle-tested method: "Do as I do" (Delsy,

kak ya).29 It also stresses that the coumand post or command vehicle
will obviously be the priori:y target of an enemy attack. Commsndars
sust insure that they ars not prominent in.the combat formation o: in
basty positions obviocusly surrounded by radio operators, runnars from
platoons, sir defense systems, .“.30 '

The Soviets place a tremsndous smount of -phuh on'ﬁ.:c suppression,

and Col. Salmsnov asserts "that the experience of battalion and company
tactical exarcises with field firing shows that an overwbelming majority
of ctﬁ.uu uh skilled and o..‘.toc:in use of the firepower of organic
ndatuchdmmumucfmmmn:ym:hn-ynﬂu
main axis for the purpose of insuring s favorable corralation of forcas
nﬂtu-nmmnghtqoofthutuk.”n After Soviet
ouclear strikes, mmofm-mmmbmzmm
besn datermined by computations to be, in many instances, equal to the
combat. spesd of the tanks and mechanized vehicles.3?

- The Soviets e of :u ) ] Tra Exsrcisas

Col. Gen. Salmsnov insists that du:ing tactical exarcises "we must

bettar imitate battlefield conditions, creste obstacles, zones of firs,

and generally craate s situation which will give persounel the feeling

of combat, which will barden their determination and character thersby

daveloping nd instilling in them the desired moral-cowbat qualities.">3

Lobschev maintains that in bis division, situatioms in field exercises

are invarisbly creaated in which the commanders of the advancing units

scquire or 1@4:& Necessary responsas to specific um::m.“‘ The

14




r—

previously cited exercises should give one a clus to ths realism of these

exsrcises, at lesst to the way in which they are described in writing.

The authors also stress the importance of morals, an important
factor in asy nilitary crsu:;n;:ion. "The succass in u:y battle, and
‘tempo of the attack in particulsr, depends to s great extsat on the
Mﬁmum.qwnunmm‘ndmum
of party-political work. The exercise of the Grest Patriotic Wer
shoved that wall praseated party-political thoughts created s high
morale and an offensive resolve in the soldiers' fulfilling the commander's
order through strong acticas to destroy the enemy."> Of courss, the
zole of party-political work becomes sven mors mt in battles

involving nuclear wespons. lud.nads_qn phednﬂnnldun'ud
they sust saintain a psychological steadfastnass. At the criticel times
hmﬁ.:hqmtuahumwtum. Psychological

training is required to establish in the soldiers and officers an

emotional stability and to prepare them for fesrless, rescluts actions

in dangerous situatious, MIy those involving wespons of mass

dutrnctm.“ This, of course, is a concm of 111 soldiers, wuy-hca
FTinally, the high tempo of the sttack places d&:l.tiunl strain oa.

the commsndars and staffs um.mccmmumm

with higher, lower, adjacent, and attached n:l.u The high rate requires

the comstant, stable coutrol of the wnits. "The cnly commsnder who

Mmﬂdmch&om'bmwmmhmmnd’

mn:wmu,mmnmmmmwot

'm:,ummuymuuwu:numm. The loss
3 : ' of compunications with subordinates for even a brief pericd of tims, or

a dalsy in asaigning them nev tasks, are trm;ht with serious emaqu-cu."'”

15
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‘fh:l.s becomes then snother vulnerability. By interrupting commmications
and further creating comfusion on the battlefield, KATO forces can slow
the tempo of the attack of the Soviet forces. Other methods of sccom-
plishing this mission will now be examined and some alresdy alluded to
vmbew
Ino:ﬁttom:hcnutmon:h!\wq’mbattmzdd.m
zmme.mnd.mmujormmlm:setmm'
Pact torcn* :hcy must stop the ﬁ.:n:-ochclan forces which -m in turn
affect :ho :-po of the attack, and couaqwtly the second-echelon
forces. A:uck operations stress fire power. Suppnuin £ires by
mmm'%ﬁmnunumnm:,wmuum-mm.
Mm.:;a:m:uum':omm&ofmwm. Much of
thilﬁxlm:hmbytwmndmm
fmm-ﬂlfm:m "mmhutuotnoﬂminwuld
be u:unhm- without the relisble supprassicn of the defending forces'
m.m,.'pmuymnumw,uummuﬁm:
abilicy cu the part of the combined-arms cowmanders to make efficient
use of the results of puclesr strikes, and the fire might of the attached
and supporting units (podrasdelenive), primrily the artillery sad air
m,unuumn:nnkmda.mmu."” This high rate
or tempo must be impeded and stopped by all means available to KATO
fﬁw.h:mmndﬂymﬁntmotmuhmbwmcmtbc
sufficiently mmm.nw:;nﬂhn:hmtm suppression
efforts of the enswy. In this Tegard, 's great desl of improvement is
. pecesssry particulsrly in the unarmored sntitank umits. The active
recounsissancs of the Soviet forces must be lixited. uk-u.u.u:o
sust hsve the means to collect and produce timely intelligencs iz order

16
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‘of organizing air dafense in the sttack and combsting low-flying

to ba able by all means, pc_ticuhrly countar-battery fire, tank-killing
helicopters, and close air support, to suppress and destrvy the enemy's
air defense capabilities and his fire suppression seans, primarily

artillery.

Col. G. Lobachev statas that "plamning the high rate of offensive
at the present time would be unthinksble without relisble satiair
defense of the units and subunits (chasti and podrasdeleniys). 4An
airborna enewmy, Mmmmmmq. and varied snd powerful
armsment, csn with sufficisnt accuracy, inflict sudden strikes st

.ubuond—llmmmmzuldofh:m."” There aze &

sumber of useful recommsndations for combined-arms commsnders 0n mstters

A

mpn.htithmﬁomcuﬁeumcwmwmu
genarally ocpoe of the most important ;utonm:hohuhtqo

‘of the attack. "It is hardly possible to achisve success in modern

warfare without a raliable screen for friandly cowbar formaticss from
:hsu.:.""o EATO forces must -improve :hair'abmty., as v:l.u be men—
':uudhm. to suppress eaemy air defense by artillery, electromic
counter msasures (ECX), snd aiz, to include armed drones, ECM drones,
etc. The Soviats have wsaknesses gbo:hmmcry-mehﬁ towed

_ artillery, fire control, etc. — and in air defense — such ss soft-

skizned vehicles, satemnss, cowmsnd and control, etc. The enemy's
valgerabilities in fire supprassion and air defense must be expioited
to the fullest in order to isterrupt his coordinstion snd his tempo
vhich will not only assist iz the destruction of the first echelom but
will creats graater confusion and hinder the sctions of the second
echelon forcas cresating & sors wvulnsrabls target and greatly assiating
in the overall dafeat of Sovist forces.

17
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The most effective way of impeding the second echalon by conventional
means is air incerdiction. The two types of interdiction are supply

" interdiction and battlafield interdiction. Supply interdiction is the
~mo£airpm:dupi.nto:hctnr‘ot:hon-y:uzih.natlhuot

commumnications, logistical facilities, otc. On the Zuropesn battlefield,
supply interdiction may yield cmly limited results if using only conven-
tional wespons because of the difficulty of blocking s dense transport

net with comventional ordnance,: the inability to loiter snd destroy ensmy .\

‘vehicles iu & sophisticated air defense enviromment, thé ability of the

Mumcmwzm_:d.ump.umu- |
lag before mcue:u; affects deployed forces.*’. These limited results -
could be improved, however, with the advent of better comventicnal mmi-

tions such as “smart bombs" and concrete-cutting cluster m. against
the transportation metwork at' vulnersble choka points. Additionally,

cruise missilas (Q¥Ms) with conventional warheads could bde utilized in

conjunction with tha air forces to accomplish part of this missiocn; and
* 1t is becoming apparent that the technology for CM accurscy will allow

it.:'o'&uudi.nth:.s rols to soma extent. naudmeuﬁct. supply ’
interdiction becomes a manageable opci-nticn. ' ,

Bi::hf:hld interdiction in s comventicoal war will yield greater
results. "It seeks to destroy the road nat, vebicles sud supplias
approsching the forward edge of the battle ares (FEBA). (This sbould
not be confused with close air support.) Mors m@y. battlefield
interdiction bas the potentisl of disrupting the enemy's operatiomal
plans and — psrticulsrly in conjunction with offensives and msjor counter-
attacks -~ of dislocating the enemy command mz-."‘z RATO forces must

bs sble through iatelligence mesns to pinpoint the heavier comcentrations
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of Warsaw Pact forces, to detect those areas where they intend to

force a penetration, and by means of battlefield interdiction, NATO

must be able to obtain leverage by hindering the enemy from moving
or shifting his second echelon forces to the critical areas and to
impede coordination.

The Soviets in their military writings continually stress this

principle of coordination variously iead as coordination, interworking,
or interaction. "An attack at a high tempo depends to no small extent
on the ability of commanders ard staffs to organize for combat, to
maintain in its dynamic action the coordination of participating
personnel and weapons of the different branches, combat arms and special

43

troops, and to control them." In the Soviet system all elements of

the combined arms and services must operate. together in battle. They
constantly emphasize the use of individual initiative if coordination
becomes disrupted, but one gets the impression from Soviet military

literature that initiative may, in fact, be a major weakness.“
Subordinate commanders are expected to act without orders to regain

contact with adjacent units or with higher headquarters and to coordinate

ongoing actions. In the confusion of battle, the ability to disrupt
; _ Soviet commanders by such means as battlefield interdiction, elec-
S . tronic warfare, etc. could pay high dividends.

To prevent a penetration of the NATO front, NATO air forces

bl must disrupt the coordination of Pact forces and dissipate the

»
a

focus of their penetrating effort through large-scale road cutting
and/or vehicle attrition within relatively narrow lanes through
which the penetrating efforts will originate. Attacking at

random across the entire spectrum of the battlefield will

19
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produce only limited results of uilitary significsnce, particulsrly in
vhat is not expectsd to be a long-tarm sustained conflict. Close air

SUPPOTt must be available to operate against the first-echalon forcss in
support of .thc forward elewents of the EL!O defensa while other air
assets mnst be striking at second echalon forces. To hope that signifi-
cant casualties could be inflicted against second-schelon forces would
be idesal but highly improbable in a non-nuclesr enviromment against an
ineressing array of hard-siinmed bartlefield equipmenc. BHowever, dis-
ruption by blocking .or destroying must be accomplished in order that
ground forces prevent the attacksr from exploiting his opportumity to
mocmdochdmfueuw:h‘mmunudaeomupﬂu-
o! the dafanse. |

"Battlaefisld interdictiocn can be accomplished in three aress and
against two mud-mpu..muucuumhfocudu:hm
mdncub-hind:huuot contact, atth.pmmbm:o-ul
oftthpmmtionoram cons (or "funnel") extending !:rathc
anticipatsd point of pmm:ion slanting outward and bacikward 100°
kilomstars or so into the attacker's resr 'lur. his reserves (subsequent
echalons) are sssembled (loca_t.d == probably 'nen-ou:ic)."‘s Targets
will vary from ﬁh:l.n.l.u to thc transportation u:.vork-, priorities being
different at various points in m'cm, depending upon the ability of
the air forcas tQ supprass, or operats in, the air defemse network of
the hostile forces. The new smart bombs: or reference guided mmitions
as wall as the use of air-delivershle, scatterable minas, could be
particularly useful in sealing off the transportation networks at
geographically vulnersble choka points. The tempo of the Pact ‘forces

sust be slowed and iisrupted to crasts confusion and conditions which




will presant mors iuc:ltivc targets. The hi.gh speed and mobility
of the second echelon must be stopped before they reach the pene-
:n:ionmu However, Soviet ground losses would have to be severs
bafore tlnir effect would be significant. Becsuse of the large size
of the subsequent echelons in the come, tluv primary target must be the i
road net. Breaks in the road net serve to compress the enemy's colulu'.:_';
facilitate and simplify target acquisition, and incresse the time over .‘!;'
target. The object end neesssity of battlefield interdiction is to
disTupt the coordinated movement of the second echelon into the ares
of concern. : . R
Thers are -ny ways in which the s«t-_:' forces can be defeatsd.
Inpeding and d.isruptin;:hchigh tempo of the attack of the Soviet
forces must be achieved if EATO forces are to be successful. Mathods
discussed sbove offered soms insights ou how this might be accomplished -
ummmmumm:mmyuuaumuum
m;bmcmw of Soviet military opca:iou A fuller
understanding of the tampo of tha attack in Soviet operational art and
tactics should enable the. U.S. officer to be better prepared to countar
the threat. '
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FOOTNOTES

lccun.l V. G. Reznichenko, 'rnktﬂu (Tactics), edited by General

Msjor Reshichenko, Vdyemnoye Isdatel’ stv stvo. Minigterstva Oborony SSSR,
1966, p. 70.

zs«ww: Arny Qmum. Departaent ot: the Army LAG-13-U-78,
Washington: US GPO, April 1978, pp. 3-13.

-3col. Gen. G. Salmamov, *Vysokiy Tesp Nastupleniya - Veleniye Vremeni,"
("High Attack Tempo in a Demand of the Times,™) VYoyennyy Vestanik, No. :
12, 1977, p. 62.

4

Col. S. Smirnov, "Pomen'she Neopravdannykh Pauz;” ("Fewer Unwar-
ranted Psuses,") Voyennyy Vestaik, No. 9, 1977, pp. 38-60; and Soviet
Army Operations, op. ecit., pp. 1=-6.

5zeummuu:.mnmenuum;mm¢.,mm
Genaral Salmanov quoted almost verbatum portions of the previous a.r::l.clu.
many times not giving dus credit. Most probably none of the other
otticm, all junior to Salmanov, objectad to :hc infringeasat.

6651‘ G. Lobachav, ”Vy.ouy Temp lntuplcniy; Nepremenncye Usloviye

"Podedy,” ("The High Tempo of the Offensive — A Necessary Coudition for

Vicary"), M, Bo. 2, 1977, p. 44; snd Salmsnov, op. cit.,
’. *

7

h

w, !2. ds.-' p. 620

‘Lt Col. V. Lisoveki, “Pervoye Slova - Razvedka,” (*The Iirst
Word is Recomnaissance”), Voyemnyy Vestaik, No. 3, 1977, p. S1.

’m.d., p. S1; and Sd-nov, op. cit., p. 63. The oriuaal quota
is found in V. I. Lenin, ?oml Sobraniye SoclLineniy (Complets Collected
Works), tom 41, (Vol. XVI), p. lé4.

mtbid., p. 51; end Selmmmov, op. cit., p. 63.
u'uljot' L. Slyusarenko, "lantsrasakh Uspekhs Boya,™ ("Yor the Intarest

of Success in Battle"), Voyemnyy Vestaik, Ne. S, 1977, p. SS.
Lnia., p. 5.
. ’
%mn, 9p. cit., p. 34.
14

Salmanov, op. cit., p. 64. ' It is interesting that Salmanov gives
cradit to Col. P, Simchenkov here vhile Simchenkov bad taken this theme
from Lobachev's article. Thars is s tramendous’ smount of radundancy in
the articles. See nota §.
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1's(:ol.. P. Simchenkov, "Manavr - Klyush k Pobede,” ("Maneuver is
the Key to Victory"), Voyeanyy 7egtnik, No. &4, 1977, p. 70.

¥mp14., pp. T1-72.
17

18

Salmsnov, op. ¢it., p. 64.
Simchenkov, op. ¢it., p. 69.

s.‘Lyuutnko op. ecit., p. S4.
20n44., p. 5.
rid., pp. 56=57.

u"mm'uy; Problems Tsktika," (“Topical Problem of Tactics™),
Soysmzyy Vescais, Bo. 7, 1977, pre 357

-23Co1. B. Shain, "Ne Zabyvat' ¢ Vnezapuosti,” ("Don't Porget -
About Surprise™), Voyennyy Vestnik, No. 6, 1977, p. 57.
2n14., p. S8. | __
: 25(:01.. !u.; Zakharov, "Pomnit'i o Vertolotakh," ("Remsmber About
Belicopters"), Voyeanyy Vestaik, No. 8, 1977, pp. 63-64.
. “niu., p. 63,
27 gmiTnov

» Op._cit., pp. 58-60.
uhbuhn‘, op.cit., p. 470

2.9601. v. Clnhnko. aad 17C G. Us, "Thes Poaition of the Commander .
in Combat," Voyemuyy Vestanik, No. 11, 1977, p. 82.

Or44., pp. 80-83.

31&1-:&1, op. _cit., p. 64,
32) bachev, op. cit., p. 46.
”m,. m., p. 66.
3 cbachev, op. cit., p. 46.

”m op. etg., p. 66,

%1144, , p. 66. . . .
3 obachev, op._cit., p. 47. B
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ws..lmcv op. c.i:., p. 64,

4112¢ Steven L. Canby, "The Interdiction Mission — An Overview,”
4 : Milicary Review, July 1979, p. 25.

$2rp1d. |
‘3m, op. cit., P« 63...
b,

Lobachev, op. cit., P. 46. Ses last paragrspk on this page whare
Lobachev discusses the nsed for further training of the Soviet cosmanders.
in order to achieve grestar initifative.
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