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SUMMARY

MAINTENANCE DREDGING OF THE
FEDERAL NAVIGATION CHANNELS
ST. CLAIR RIVER, MICHIGAN

( ) DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT (X) FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT

RESPONSIBLE OFFICE: U.S. Arwy Engineer District, Detroit
P.0. Box 1027
Detroit, Michigan 48231
Telephone: (313) 226-6752

1. NAME OF ACTION: (X) ADMINISTRATIVE ( ) LEGISLATIVE

2. DESCRIPTION OF ACTION::‘Thn proposed action i{s to perform maintenance
dredging of the St. Clair River when required to remove shoaling. Average
annual volume removed is approximately 130,000 cubic yards consisting
primarily of gravel, sand, and silt. The material removed will be disposed
of in desp water or placed on selected onshore sites. All materials
scheduled for removal from the St. Clair River have been claasified

by the U.S. Eanvironmental Protection Agency as suitable for unrestricted
open vater disposal. Most maintenance operations are accomplished by
hopper dredge, but a derrickboat utilizing a bucket dredge removes

channel obstructions if rock rather than sand or silt must be removed.

The open water disposal sites used by the hopper dredge are located in

the deep water of Lake Huron several miles north of the Blue Water Bridge
snd during 1976 in deep water of the North Channel adjacent to Point

Au Chenes. The use of the North Channel disposal ares will be dis~
continued after the 1976 work season. In subsequent years sediments
removed from the lower reaches of the river will be stockpiled at an
onghore site furnished by the Michi{gan Department of Natural Resources

for future project uses in the maintenance and further development of the
St. Clair Flats Wildlife Area. T;_

3. A W‘ The proposed continuance of maintenance
dredging operations wo sustain a deep wvater channel throughout the
length of the St. Clair River. Maintenance dredging of the Federal
Mavigation Channels would restore authorized project depths enabling
cargo vessels to utilize maximum draft loads with subsequent economic
benefit. The resuspension of sediments associated with the removal
and open water disposal operations would have negative influences of
varying degree upon the adjacent aquatic environment.
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B. ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Maintenance dredging of sand and
silt will cause short-term adverse environmental effects in both the
area being dredged and the open water disposal sites. The primary
effect of the operations will be a temporary increase in turbidity and
the associated short-term degradation in water quality both in the
dredged channel and at the open water disposal sites. Benthic organisas
and rooted aquatic plants that have colonized the area to be dredged
will be destroyed. Benthic populations in the disposal areas will be
saothered. The aquatic biota may also experience long-term effects.
Due to annual dredging and disposal, the species composition may never
reach a true balance, and maximum sustained population diversity may
never be reached. The impact on onshore disposal areas will be minimal
since selection of such sites will be based on their condition of
providing negligible loss to the natural enviromment.

4. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:
A. Alternative of No Action.
B. Alternative of Mechanical Dredging.
C. Dredging to a Lesser Depth.
D. Alternative Disposal Methods.
5. COMMENTS RECEIVED:

Federal Agencies

U.S. Department of the Interior

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Department of Commerce - Assistant Secretary for Science
and Technology

U.S. Department of Agriculture - Soil Conservation Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest Service

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Department of Housing and Urban Development

State Agencies

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Michigan Department of State Highways and Transportation
Michigan Department of State

Local é.cncion[?uhlic Utilities

City of Detroit - City Engineering Department
Detroit Metro Water Department
Detroit Edison Company

i1




Commsnts were also requested from all organizations and citizens shown 1
to be interested in the project.

6. DRAPFT STATEMENT TO CEQ:___20 August 1975 .
FINAL STATEMENT TO CEQ:__ 15 Julv 1976 .
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MAINTENANCE DREDGING OF THE
FEDERAL NAVIGATION CHANNELS
ST. CLAIR RIVER, MICHIGAN

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. Scope of Work

1.01 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposes to perform maintenance
dredging of the Federal Navigation Channels in the St. Clair River

when required to remove shoaling. The material removed will be dis-
posed in deep open water of Lake Huron and the St. Clair River or placed
ashore at selected sites. All materials scheduled for removal from the
St. Clair River are from stretches classified by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) as being suitable for unrestricted open water
disposal.

1.02 The annual removal of shoaling of these navigation channels is
essential to the safe navigation of domestic and foreign deep-draft
vessels sailing between Lake St. Clair and Lake Huron. U.S. waterborne

commerce on the St. Clair River for the period 1965 through 1974 averaged

107 million tons of cargo per year.

1.03 The Federal project consists of a navigation channel extending

from the 30 foot contour of Lake Huron through the St. Clair River to
Algonac, thence through the South Channel adjacent to Harsens Island into
Lake St. Clair (Figure 1). Dredging in the Canadian waters of the Cut

Off Channel is not accomplished by the United States Government, and is
not a part of the dredging under consideration here. The material removed
consists mostly of sand and silt. Average annual volume of material
removed is about 130,000 cubic yards. Maintenance is usually accomplished
by a Corps of Engineers hopper dredge during summer and autumn and by a

Corps of Engineers derrickboat with a bucket dredge during spring and
summer, See Chart No. 1A for controlling depth in each reach of the
river.

1.04 The normal open water disposal sites used by the hopper dredge

are located in deep water of Lake Huron several miles north of the Blue
Water Bridge and for the remainder of 1976 in deep water of the North
Channel adjacent to Point Au Chenes (see Figures 2 and 9). In future
years dredged materials removed from the lower reaches of the river will
be stockpiled at an onshore site on Harsens Island (Figure 8, Site No. 1)
recommended by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).

It is planned to make use of these materials in public project works

at the St. Clair Flats Wildlife Area. The material removed by derrickboat
is small in volume and consists primarily of scattered obstructions

of hard material. The latter will be disposed of in deep water outside




and adjacent to the selection of the channel from which it was removed,

or placed ashore at upland sites. Such onshore sites will be limited to
those properties that have been granted prior Federal and State permits
for such activity. This restriction will insure that such areas and
proposed action have been given suitable review and are in compliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act, National Historic Preservation Act, Endangered Species Act, Coastal
Zone Management Act, Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuary Act, and
the Federal Water Pollution Control Acts.

B. Authority

1.05 The existing project was authorized by the Rivers and Harbors Acts
of July 13, 1892, July 3, 1930, March 2, 1945, July 24, 1946 and March
21, 1956. This provides for channels through the St. Clair River which
at low water datum are suitable for vessels drawing 35.5 feet; the
project also provides for compensating works, consisting of a number
(estimated at 31) of submerged rock sills, with crests 31 feet below
datum and improvement of North Channel Outlet - 100' wide and 10' deep
for recreational craft. The existing project is complete except for
construction of the submerged rock sills and dredging the North Channel
Outlet. Initiation of field investigations and detailed design studies
have been deferred on these segments of the project authorization.

C. Federal Costs

1.06 As of 31 Dec. 1975, cumulative new work expenditures on the existing
project were $19,213,246 and cumulative maintenance expenditures on the
existing project were $5,246,804, for a total cost of $24,460,050.

2., ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING OF THE PROJECT AREA

A. General

2.01 The St. Clair River, a section of the Great Lakes connecting channels,
is 40 miles long and flows in a southerly direction from Lake Huron igto
Lake St. Clair. The river forms the boundary between Ontario, Canada on

- the east and St. Clair County, Michigan, on the west.

2.02 The river is divided into two characteristic sections - a swift-

flowing 28-mile long upper section, and a slower moving 12-mile long

delta. Flow in the half-mile wide watercourse is interrupted between the

headwaters and the delta only by two small islands (Stag and Fawn Islands)

and one shoal. Within the delta the river subdivides into three channels -~ *
the North, Middle, and South Channels. A portion of the South Channel

has been improved to form the St. Clair Cutoff, the dredged navigation

channel which leads into Lake St. Clair. .




2.03 The normal difference in water level between Port Huron, at the

head of the St. Clair River, and Lake St. Clair is about 5 feet. The
shipping channels provide a depth of 27.5 feet for downbound and upbound
traffic through the river, and a single deep channel at the St. Clair
Cutoff Channel. The river conveys an average of 179,000 cfs of water

from Lake Huron to Lake St. Clair. The St. Clair River near its upper

end has a velocity of about 5 m.p.h. through the narrow section, extending
from about 1,000 feet above to 200 or 300 feet below the Blue Water Bridge
at Port Huron, and a velocity of approximately 2 m.p.h. through the Cut-0ff
Canal entering Lake St. Clair. At intermediate points, the velocity varies
irregularly between these limits. Banks of the river are clay and sand

and usually quite steep.

2.04 Relief in the St. Clair's upper reaches is greater than in the lower;
present high water levels, in fact, threaten to inundate the low banks
found in these latter reaches. The County's highest point (890 feet) is
in the northwest section. Large flat and low areas (575 to 600 foot
elevation) are found in the southern portion of the County. The delta
area, where the St. Clair River enters Lake St. Clair, 15,000 acres of
marshland exist, including portions of Dickinson and Harsen's Islands.

2,05 The lightly-forested lands adjoining the river are characterized
by oak-hickory and maple~beech-birch forest climaxes. Dairy farming and
cash-crop farming are the predominant agricultural activities in the
upland areas that are not urbanized.

B. Demography

2.06 Population of St. Clair County is now estimated at 125,500 persons.
This represents at 17% increase over 1960 census figures. In spite of
this increase in population, the change in percent of population living in
urban places within St. Clair County has declined in the interim from
1950-1970 from 54% to 46XZ. It is the rural character of the growth which
distinguishes St. Clair from the remaining counties in southeast Michigan.
The county's rural areas areas are rapidly developing, with much of the
growth occurring on the shoreline of the St. Clair River. The growth
occurring along the river indicates that this portion of the waterway

will eventually take on an urban character. The largest urban areas now
on the U.S. side of the river are Port Huron and Marysville with populations
of 35,794 and 5,610 persons, respectively. On the Canadian side a large
population concentration is located at Sarnia, with over 57,000 personms.
The largest other Ontario towns along the St. Clair River are Corunna
(population 2,429) and Port Lambton (population 688).

2.07 Two Indian reserves (Canadian) have frontage on the St. Clair-Detroit
system; one of these is found just south of Sarnia, and has about one-half
mile of river frontage; the other is located on Walpole Island, in the

St. Clair delta. As of December 1972, the population of the Walpole

Island Indian Band was 1,649. On this number, 1,247 were domiciled on

the reserve, with 402 living elsewhere. The reserve includes approximately
39,741 acres of land on Walpole Island itself, with several hundred acres
of water.




2.08 If the St. Clair-Detroit Rivers system today constitutes a major
corridor for waterborme traffic, and therefore a central axis of settlement,
it should not be surprising that such has been the case since man first
began to settle in southeast Michigan .uu southwest Ontario. According

to evidence at the Holcombe site complex, located along an ancient

glacial lake in Macomb County (inland), men first arrived in the St. Clair-
Der-.it region around 9000 B.C. Archaeological sites dating from the
Archaic period (roughly from 8000-1500 B.C.) are found in the area.

Woodland period remsins are also in evidence; these date from the first
millenium B.C.

2.09 In addition to prehistoric relics, there are many historical sites

of importance. Historical development dating from the European contact
period is evident throughout the region. The pattern of historic settlement
attests to the geographic and economic importance of the littoral sector

of this passage and of the riverine systems dissecting it. The known
settlements in the study area - including both those of an historic and
prehistoric nature - occupy several sectors of the region extending
southward from Port Huron. Several aboriginal sites are found in the
neighborhood of Port Hurom; however, it seems that little development took
place along the St. Clair River, since few sites have been discovered
between Port Huron and Algonac. This is no doubt due in part to a lack

of excavation in the region; however, it is probably also representative

of a situation in which settlement was sparse. The shores of the St.
Clair, which has a powerful current within these upper reaches, would
probably not have been an attractive site for settlement in comparison

to the lands surrounding the slover-moving waters of the delta. There is
in fact a cluster of sites in the delta area, although even here settlement
does not seem to have been dense. Note Figure No. 7, page A-16.

C. Vaterborne Commerce

2.10 The St. Clair River is an important water transportation route.
Table 1 indicates the freight traffic for the last ten years of record.

TABLE NO. 1

(OMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF TRAFFIC

Traffic of Ports Through Traffic Total
1965% 5,329,390 101,686,333 107,015,723
1966* 35,521,260 108,407,386 113,928,646
19674 5,416,199 95,608,260 101,024,459
1968* 5,654,167 101,482,613 107,136,780
1969% 6,129,208 103,144,802 109,274,010
4

N

T e e et ————




TABLE NO. 1 (Cont)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF TRAFFIC

Traffic of Ports Through Traffic Total
Year Tons Tons Tons
1970% 5,919,012 103,303,685 109,222,697
1971* 5,688,999 _ 97,203,129 102,892,128
1972% 5,600,885 100,863,737 106,464,622
1973% 4,572,884 114,336,877 118,909,761
1974% 4,211,684 97,233,746 101,445,430

Section included: Entire length of St. Clair River and Black River up
to Washington Avenue in Port Huron. Controlling Depths: 27 to 30 feet
in St. Clair River at Port Huron and 20 feet in Black River. Navigation
Dates: March 1 to December 30.

*Includes United States Commerce Only

2.11 1In 1973 the main commodities carried upbound from the lower Great
Lakes via this waterway are coal and lignite (15.3 million tomns), iron
ore concentrates (3.3 million tons), and finished iron and steel products
(1.4 million tons); main products moving downbound are iron ore (57.6
million tons), limestone (17.9 million tons), grain (13.0 million tons),
and building cement (1.2 million tons). By far, the major portion of
freight traffic generated in ports along the St. Clair River are incoming
shipments of limestone at Port Huron, coal and lignite at Marysville and
St. Clair —~ large fossil-fueled electric generating plants are at these
locations - and limestone at Marine City. Tables 2 through 5 indicate
the comparative statement of traffic for these ports over the last ten
years of record.

TABLE NO. 2

Commercial Vessel Traffic at Port Huron, Michigan 1965-1974

Year Tons Year Tons

1965 940,004 1970 1,091,390
1966 990,049 1971 886,739
1967 824,165 1972 857,217
1968 1,349,382 1973 364,264
1969 1,173,057 1974 308,098
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TABLE NO. 3

Commercial Vessel Traffic at Marysville, Michigan 1965-1974

Commercial Vessel Traffic at St. Clair, Michigan 1965-1975

Year Tons Year Tons

1965 508,546 ' 1970 537,803

1966 577,318 1971 678,524 o

1967 647,732 1972 633,656 ¥

1968 673,905 1973 606,591 |

1969 654,749 1974 577,663 j
TABLE NO. & }

Year Tons Year Ions
1965 3,698,891 1970 3,997,186
1966 3,834,612 1971 3,994,987
1967 3,755,094 1972 3,950,487
1968 3,488,126 1973 3,338,058
1969 4,146,656 1974 3,075,056
TABLE NO. 5

Commercial Vessel Traffic at Marine City, Michigan 1965-1974
Year Tons Tear Tons
1965 122,837 1970 103,008
1966 114,760 1971 113,772
1967 161,902 1972 159,510
1968 135,070 1973 252,704
1969 143,355 1974 232,521




D. Recreation

2.12 As might be expected in a region of such dense population, threaded
by a major watercourse, water-oriented sports are popular. In this ares
having such extensive contact between water and land, one finds numerous
parks, boat landings, and water-access points. Some of these are listed
in Table 6.

2.13 Boating is an especially popular form of recreation in the region;
fishing, cruising, and wvater-skiing lead to a very high concentration of
pleasure craft in season. A feature of the St. Clair River is the high
number of small fixed piers per shoreline mile. During 1971, over ome-
fifth of the total small-boat launchings in the entire State of Michigan
(eighty-three counties) took place in the tem—county ares of southeast
Michigan - most of these launchings taking place on the St. Clair-Detroit
Rivers system (Michigan Recreational Boating Sutdy, 1971). 4

TABLE NO. 6

PARKS AND WILDLIFE AREAS

Annual Acreage and/or
. tame of Site Location* Usage Description
St. Clair Flats St. Clair River 150,000 6,614. Set amidst a
Wildlife Area delta (1963) 15,000-acre marsh.
Algonac State St. Clair River 236,170 981. Frrontage of 3,400
Park (Average feet; major public access

1967-72) for fishing and boatina on
S§t. Clair River.

‘ Tashmoo Park St. Clair River - -
(Harsens Island)

Marine City Park St. Clair River - -

St. Clair Park St. Clair River - 5.2
Marysville Park St. Clair River - 30.0
South Park 8St. Clair River - -
Keifer Park St. Clair River - 7.8
Pine Growve Park St. Clair River - 13.2
Bluewater Bridge St. Clair River - 12.0
Park

*y.S. side of river




2.14 The St. Clair Parkway Commission maintains several small parcels

of land along the Ontario side of the St. Clair River, pleasant spots for
picnicking and sightseeing; a park is maintained in Mitchell Bgy as well,
with additional facilities for boating, camping and swimming. Current
holdings are listed in the following table (Table 7).

TABLE NO. 7

ONTARIO PARKS ADMINISTERED BY
ST. CLAIR PARKWAY COMMISSION

Frontage

Name of Park Acreage in Peet
Sarnia Centennial 38.0 1,600
Guthrie 5.0 2,460
Mooretown Centennial 1.0 355
Willow 4.0 500
Seager 1.0 650
Cathcart 24.0 1,200
Lambton~Cundick 32.0 335
Reagan 0.1 2,000
Port Lambton 0.5 528
Branderxr 5.0 1,448

Mitchell Bay: Marine Park 48.0) 22.0

Dover Twp. Park 24.0) 1,200
TOTAL 212.6 12,276

2.15 wWithin the St. Clair River system, the waters of both Canada

and the United States supply a rich harvest to sport fishermen. The water-
way is, in fact, one of the most popular sport fisheries in the Great Lakes
Basin, despite ths reputation which portions of it receive for contamination
of various sorts. Important sport fishes taken within the system include
salmon, yellow perch, walleye, smallmouth bass, panfish, and muskellunge.
The Thames River, entering Lake St. Clair at its southeast corner, provides
a spawning area for large numbers of walleye, perhaps in fact for the major-
ity of walleye caught in the St. Clair River and lower Lake Huron. Major
movements of these and other fishes take place between Lake St. Clair and
Lakes Exrie amd Huron.




2.16 The St. Clair Flats Area (the delta of the St. Clair River),
including marshes and surrounding bay waters, is approximately 21,000
acres in extent, and includes some 50 miles of shore frontage. The
area is considered by some to have a great deal of recreational potential.
Public Act No. 326, 88 2-2h(1913) Mich. Pub. Laws, MCLA 8 322.402-402-h,
MSA 8§ 13.702-702(8) states that the Department of Conservation (now
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources) can make and enforce any
regulations it deems necessary for the preservation of the St. Clair
Flats Area (18,000 acres) for the public use of navigation, hunting
and fishing. The surrounding waters are heavily fished from boats.
Since there seems to be little enforcement either of building codes or
of health codes in the area, it is feared that future recreational
development will be haphazard.

E. Wildlife

2.17 The St. Clair River supports a considerable sport fishery.
what is known of the fish population of the river has been obtained from
fishermen by creel census, from fish-kill obserwations, from reports of
fish collectad from trash racks at power plants, and from migration studies
of a few species. There is little information concerning distribution
and abundance of low-valus and forage fish, and no reported data for the
occurrence or spatial and temporal distributions of fish eggs and larvae
in the river.

2.18 wWaterfowl hunting and upland game hunting are also popular
pursuits during the autumn. By far the most abundant game is waterfowl.
The reason for the presence in the waterway of huge populations of waterfowl
at certain times of the year is the availability of food in the shallow
waters which so abound in the region. Such shallows are found throughout
the bays of Lake St. Clair. Southern St. Clair County and southeastern
Macomb County, because of abundance of food and nesting areas, support
sizeable resident waterfowl populations in addition to the migrant flocks.
Locally breeding birds include mallard, black duck, teal, and coot. The
species of waterfowl sustaining the greatest hunting pressure in Michigan
are mallard and scaup. PFully 37 percent of the scaup harvest, for example,
in Michigan occurs in St. Clair, Macomb, Wayne, and Monros Counties. When
hunting is permitted on canvasbacks and redheads, Michigan is a major U.S.
harvest area. St. Clair, and Macomb Counties alone account for 46 percent
of the harvest of canvasbacks in Michigan, and 30 percent of the harvest
of redheads.

2.19 The region encompassing southeastern Michigan and southwest
Ontario, including Harsens and Dickinson Islands, supports a variety of
forms of animal life; among these are populations of game birds, big game
animals, small furbearers, and others. Beginning with the shore area
itself, the most widespread animal is the muskrat. In the vicinity of
Walpole Island alone, over 50,000 muskrats are taken annually. Mink,
beaver, and otter are also present in swamp areas. PFurther inland,
larger furbearers, such as raccoon and fox, are found.




2.20 Both foxes and wolves are encountered in such numbers in
Ontario that county Governments see fit to bounty chem. Even so, there
has besn of late an upward trend in the number of wolves in most Ontario
counties (Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, District Annysl Reports).

2.21 Deer production in southeastern Michigan is not as great as
in the northern areas, but deer are nevercheless found here. Foxes
are hunted and squirrel, rabbit, and grouse are more or less abundant.
Pheasant and quail are hunted as well. In Ontario, the counties of
Essex, Kent, and Lambton have much the same upland game population as
does southeastern Michigan. Ruffed grouse and Hungarian partridge are
abundant as well. Two endangered or threatened species may occur in the
project area. They are the longjaw cisco (Coregonus alpense) and the
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). For & listing of wildlife found in the
area, please see Appendix A, Table 14.

F. Water Quality

2.22 Installations responsible for wasteloading into the St. Clair
River include power plants (thermal wastes), sewage treatment plants (STP),
and industrial outfalls. There are four power plants sited on the St. Clair
River, one of these is Canadian. All introduce heated water into the
river systam. There are nine wcste outfalls on the St. Clair River which
contribute loads of solid and liquid wvaste (See Pigure 3).

2.21 Sewage treatment on this river system ranges from secondary at
best, to the dischargs of raw sewage at worst. Intermediate-capacity plants
give primary treatment; soms communities utilize septic tanks. In Canada,
plants giving only primary treatment nevertheless have phosphats-removal
capabilities. Many communities along the riverbank have sewage disposal
problems, but communities such as those found on the islands within Clay
Towmship (5t. Clair delta area) have problems involving both sewage disposal
and water supply. A potable water supply is available to the mainland
portion of the township from the City of Algonac system, which draws from
the 8t. Clair River near the head of the delta. However, problems of
engineering and attendant costs have posed special problems to the residents
of the islands. Drinking water must be carried from the mainland by island
residents and visitors, since the shallow wells, fouled by the St. Clair
River, are considered a health hazard. Clay Township, mainland and islands,
gives no treatment to its sevage. Even septic tanks are said to be
ineffective dus to saturated soil conditions, and the river eventually
receives a large amount of the community's untreated wastes. A facilities
plan under an EPA planning grant has been submitted by St. Clair County
(Algonac, Ira and Clay Townships) for improved sewage collection and
treatment. Pollow yp grants are currently being processed.
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2.24 Sewage wasteloading is, however, only part of the burden inflicted
on the St. Clair River system. This area has a special reputation for being
the source of mercury contamination in the lower Great Lakes, as well as
for introducing quantities of oil into the water. At least four heavy
industrial plants are located on the U.S. side of the St. Clair River and
eleven on the Canadian side. The U.S. plants engage in the manufacture r
of paper products, in metal plating, and in salt processing. Canada's
installations are largely petrochemical in nature: some engage in salt
processing. A large agricultural products plant is found on the Ontario
shore, south of Courtright. Industrial wasteloading of the St. Clair is
augmented by the contribution of tributary streams such as the Black, Pine,
and Belle Rivers on the U.S. side, and Talford, Baby and Clay Creeks on the
Canadian shore (See Figure 3). These problems bear a certain relationship
to shipping: oil spills are a possible by-product of commercial navigation,
and mercury contamination was involved in the decision for cessation of
dredging in certain navigation channels.

2.25 Despite the wasteloadings previously described, there are 15
water intake cribs situated in the St. Clair River. Many of these are
for intake of potable water; soms are for cooling of condensers in power
stations; others are for industrial use. In 1971, 70 percent of the
population of St. Clair County drew its water from the St. Clair River
or Lake St. Clair.

2.26 Recent physico-chemical data for the St. Clair River indicate
the water is generally of excellent quality, although some degradation is
known to occur in very localized areas where tributaries join the river.
The river has a low turbidity and dissolved solids content, and dissolved
oxygen remains at or nu:olat:untion levels. Temperatures ocf’ the St. Clair
3 River range from about 32 F in the winter months to about 75 F in Auqust..
Bacterial counts for the river are generally low.

2.27 Wvater treatment plants within the St. Clair River system are
those at Port Huron, with a capacity of 30 million USGPD, and Marine City,
having a capacity of 1.5 million USGPD. Marysville has a plant designed
to handle 7.5 million USGPD and is beginning construction of a second
plant of similar capacity. The City of St. Clair presently operates a
plant having a capacity of 1.5 million USGPD; this city, too, is about to
begin construction of a new facility, one capable of treating 5.5 million
USGPD. The plant is expected to be operative by 1975. Intakes serving
Algonac and East China Township can handle 1.8 million and 1.0 million
USGPD, respectively. Ira Township has a facility which can treat 0.6 mil-
lion USGPD; the intake is located in Anchor Bay, in Lake St. Clair. New
Baltimore also draws potable water from Anchor Bay, with an intake capacity
of 1.5 million USGPD.

2.28 On the Ontario sids of the St. Clair River, Sarnia's water
filtration plant processes 12 to 14 million USGPD during the winter and
has a capacity of 48 million USGPD. The Ontario Ministry of the Environment
presently has a water treatment plant under construction at Point Edward,
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near the head of the St. Clair, with intakes to be located in Lake Huron.
The plant is designed for a flow capacity of about 146 million USGPD.
The area to be served by the plant extends in a strip along the St.

Clair reaching from Point Edward 26 miles south to Port Lambton, and
about 6 miles northward from Point Edward along the Lake Huron shore.

G. Sediments Aquatic Biota

2.29 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has conducted bottom
sediment sample analyses from the St. Clair River in 1970, 1973, 1974,
and 1975. Eight locations were sampled in 1970 and the bottom sediments
vere classified as unpolluted at that time. Two tributaries of the
St. Clair, the Black and Pine Rivers, were also sampled and classified
polluted. The report compiled from the analyses of samples from eight
locations in 1973 (3 stations) and 1974 (5 stations) classified the
St. Clair River as polluted since the analyses of bottom sediments
at river mile 37.0 indicated "high" concentrations of cobalt, and sedi-
ments collected at river mile 17.5 showed higher zinc, cadmium, and
manganese concentrations than possessed by sediments at the other sample
stations. No sampling was accomplished in the tributaries during the
latter years. The results of these samplings and analyses are showm
in Tables 8-~13 and Figures 4-6, in Appendix A. EPA resampled the St.
Clair River on 5 October 1975 to delineate the river sediments' classifi-
cation. Results of this survey (Appendix A - Attachment 1) indicated
the sediments scheduled for removal are suitable for unrestricted open
lake disposal.

2.30 The phytoplankton of the St. Clair River is dominated by
diatoms. It generally exhibits a seasonal concentration maxima in the
spring and reflects essentially the same characteristics as that of
Lake Huron phytoplankton. Species richness increases from the upper St.
Clair River to its downstream area and the greatest richness occurred
along the U.S. shore. Due to physical factors, there is little potential
to develop into a nuisance phytoplankton population.

2.31 Information concerning zooplankton of the St. Clair River is
sparse and insufficient to make any generalizations concerning population
densities, temporal or spatial distributions, or species diversity.

2.32 Rasults of a recent study (1974) have indicated that the benthic
macroinvertebrate assemblage of the St. Clair River is strikingly homogeneous.
Only one genus was collected at upstream stations; the North American
prosobranch Goniobasis sp. (snail). The stations at a downstream location
were also dominated by this genus although Trichoptera (caddisflies) were
documented as well. The general clay, coarse-~sand, and gravel substrate
of the river bottom supports only meager numbers of benthic macroinvertebrates.
However, productive benthic communities do develop in areas of silt and
detritus deposition. These communities are generally predominated by
tubificid oligochaetes, gastropods, and midge larvae.
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2.33 The biota of aquatic ecosystems is controlled by the physical
and chemical environment as well as biological interrelationships. Bottom
fauna vary according to natural characteristics of a body of water, such
as depth, temperature, and type of sediment. The St. Clair River has an
undiversified macroinvertebrate community consisting of organisms indige-
nous to, and adapted for, rapidly flowing water with hard underlying sub-
strates.

3. RELATIONSHIP OF THE ACTION TO LAND USE PLANS

3.01 The proposed maintenance dredging of portions of the St. Clair
River navigation channels will not alter, impede or adversely affect land use
plans for the St. Clair River regional area or the immediate project area.

No conflicts with the objectives and specific terms of existing or proposed
Federal, State or local land use plans, policies or controls have been
identified in relation to the proposed work.

4. THE PROBABLE IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON THE ENVIRONMENT

A. Physical Impacts

4.01 Water Quality. Implementation of the proposed action could
result in the following impacts: (a) an increase in water turbidity
due to the suspension of bottom sediments caused by dredging and disposal
operation; (b) the release and relocation of nutrients now lying in the
river and lake bottom sediments due to the disturbance of these materials
by the dredging work; and (¢! the re-suspension of organic substances,
chemicals and other high oxygen demanding substances reduces the amount
of dissolved oxygen in the water.

4.02 A portion of the existing silt and clay bottom sediments would
be put into suspension due to the project's dredging and disposal operation.
It is also possible that dredging would release some amounts of other nutri-
ents, such as organic nitrogen and ammonia, now lying in the river bottom
sediments. However, overall nutrient levels should not be increased by
this dredging. The movement of the current and large volume of water down
these channels should effect a dilution of nutrients rather than a settling
of nutrients to the river bottom. Much of the river flow is concentrated
in the shipping channels, and any suspended solids would be carried great
distances and dispersed over a wide area as the river flow spreads out into
Lake St. Clair.

4.03 Total solids should be higher downstream because of the presence
of suspended dredged material. A recent monitoring test conducted for a
private dredging project in a location between Marine City and St. Clair,
Michigan, at approximately river mile 21, indicated a rise in the suspended
solids level of 0.7 ppm or 8.6 percent. Bottom material in the test site
was gray clay with a light covering of gravel or ash.

4.04 Based upon the sediment sample analyses conducted by the U.S.

EPA in the St. Clair River, the adverse effects of the proposed mainte-
nance work appear to be minimal.
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4.05 Erosion Effects. The maintenance dredging work does not
directly affect shoreline erosion problems. Much of the current problem in
areas along the waterway is the result of persistent high water levels
inundating the low-lying shores. ship passages - whether commercial vessels
or recreational craft - cause more erosion during high water levels than
during normal or low water levels, but are not solely responsible for such
erosion. Vessel speed and resultant wake is directly related to the

severity of shore ervsion, particularly where the shoreline is near the
navigation channel.

4.06 Littoral Drift Effects. Accretion and erosion along points
of the river shoreline are natural phenomena. Improvements to navigation
channels have created artificially steep banks in many reaches of the river.
The dredging and disposal operations would release some materials into the
waterway contributing to the load being moved naturally. However, since the
disposal operations will be in deep water or upland area sites, there is
little prospect of influencing littoral processes to any discernible degree.

4.07 Effects on Flood Stages. There would be no measurable influence
on water level stages from the dredging operation. Any increase in
channel capacity realized from material removal would be negated by the
subsequent disposal of these dredgings in other sections of the waterway.

4.08 Other. Removal of shoals and other obstructions would eliminate
the potential for current diversion.

B. Biotic Impacts

4.09 Impacts from Dredging. Physical alteration of the sediment-
water interface in the dredging area will have several immediate impacts:
bottom dwelling organisms will be either decimated or displaced; sediments
will be resuspended resulting in a reduction of transparency; metals and
nutrients in the sediments may be released into the environment; organic
matarial will be reintroduced and will oxidize, possibly reducing the
oxygen level.

4.10 During dredging operations, the nutrients are reintroduced into
solution or suspension from anaercbic sediments. These additional nutrients
would be available for aquatic plant growth until oxidation of the reduced
nutrient forms occurred, thus removing the nutrients by natural chelation
or incorporation into organic matter.

4.11 Reintroduction of micro-toxic heavy metals like calcium and
iron from sediments is being studied for the Corps' Waterway Experiment
Station by the University of Southern California. The amount released into
solution through dredging action has been reported as too insignificant
to be harmful to aquatic life. Preliminary data involving reintroduction
of macro-toxic heavy metals like zinc and mercury is inconclusive.
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4.12 A negative impact of concern is the turbidity attributed to the
overflow from the hopper dredge as sediments are stirred up from the
dredging operation. This problem is directly related to the composition
of the sediments. Turbidity in the channel is a natural phenomenon.

Winds stir the waves during stormy weather and rains carry sediments
lakeward from tributaries. .Turbidity caused by dredging is related to
sediment composition, the amount of work done and weather conditions.

4.13 Increased turbidity tends to restrict light penetration that
is necessary for photosynthesis for organisms and for aquatic flora.
Resuspended organics tend to reduce the oxygen demand. Correspondingly,
increases in solids, chemical (COD) and biochemical (BOD) demand, total
phosphorus, metals and possible grease and oil would be expected to
occur in the immediate dredge area.

4.14 In the unpolluted river areas, the dredging operations would
be removing the non-polluted sediment capable of providing habitat for
aquatic fauna and flora. Removal of the existing bottom habitats for
benthc macro-invertebrate communities will also result from dredging.
Adjacent benthic communities can be expected to be subjected to smothering
from sedimentation which accumulates. Recolonization of these areas
would generally be dependent on the species' nature and mobility of
organisms inhabiting the affected areas and the subsequent type of
substrate.

4.15 Researchers have shown that fish can and do avoid areas of
adverse turbidity. Temporary displacement of fish populations can occur
during dredging operations. The suspension of sediments could disrupt
any spawning grounds that may exist in the immediate areas though this
is not expected to be a major problem.

4.16 Impacts from Disposal. Impacts of upland disposal of the
sediments dredged from the St. Clair River navigation channel are con-
sidered minimal. The onshore site chosen by the MDNR for the storage
and subsequent reuse of hopper dredged materials would occupy State-
owned lands which are part of the managed St. Clair Flats Wildlife
Area. The MDNR feels this currently unutilized area of some 25 to 30
acres 18 expendable to serve storage needs for materials that will be
readily available to repair and construct the diking system used to
control the water levels in the remainder of the 6,615 acre developed
wildlife area. The dredged materials will also be used in the develop-~
ment of other facilities for public use in the State-managed area, e.g.
berms to allow public shore fishing and supplemental parking facilities.
The existing habitats now occupying the storage site would be changed.
The placement of dredgings would replace the present vegetation which
consists of sedge grasses (Cyperaceae), forbs, and shrubs of buttonbush
(Cephalanthus occidentalis) and red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera),
and scattered stands of tree growth, primarily cottonwood (Populus
deltoides), occasional maples (Acer saccharinum and rubrum) and white
ash (Fraxinus americana). Animal life consisting primarily of rodents

15

A — 7 A _J



like mice (Peromyscus leucopus), woodchuck (Marmota monax); small
mammals like cottontail rabbits (Cylvilagus floridanus) and foxes
(Vulpes fulva); game birds like pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) and
ducks (Anatinae) would be destroyed or displaced to adjacent similar
areas. .

4.17 Impacts of other onshore disposals of the materials dredged
by derrickbarge operations are generally limited to 200 cubic yards or
less per site. Wildlife and natural vegetation on these areas has been
previously lost to erosion or replaced by human habitation. Such areas
are normally located behind constructed bulkheads on properties that
have received prior Federal and State permits for this work as required
under P.L. 92-500, Federal Water Pollution Control Act. These permits
are issued only after a public notice of the proposed work is distributed
to Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as concerned citizens
for review and comment.

4,18 Open water disposal of unpolluted sediments has been the
common Corps' policy due to economic considerations and the lack of
identified long-term effects on water quality from such action. Any
adverse impacts on water quality would be confined to the immediate work
area, should be minimal in degree, and of little consequence to the
prevailing water conditions. The U.S. EPA has stated that those materials
removed from the Federal navigation channel maintained by the Corps are
suitable for unrestricted open-lake disposal (EPA letter of 24 March
1976, page A-19).

4.19 All organisms that burrow through the mud, attach themselves
to solid surfaces, or crawl on the bottom are part of the benthic community.
The density and species depend upon the bottom type (sand, gravel, silt,
etc.), amount of organic food source, water depth, and degree of organic
enrichment. Studies conducted in the lower reaches of the St. Marys
River by the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratories, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, to monitor the impacts of channel modifications (blasting,
dredging, and disposal) on the macrobenthos of the area indicated no
noticeable effect on the benthic community of the river in those areas.
The macrobenthos in the lower St. Marys River remained abundant and
diverse. The maintenance dredging work to be accomplished in the St.
Clair River will not be as concentrated as that performed in the St.
Marys River but rather is scattered over the length of the river wherever
shoaling has occurred. Consequently, it is expected that the impact on
the benthic and plankton communities in the St. Clair River should be
even less discernible than the effects revealed in the St. Marys monitoring
study. According to experts from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
recolonization can occur quickly at both the dredged areas and the disposal
sites. Although benthic organisms will recolonize, the species diversity
could be reduced. Due to the dredging and disposal, the species composition
may never reach a true balance, and maximum sustained population density
may never be achieved.
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4.20 There may be short-term effects on the fish population and
aquatic food chain due to the stirring of the water in the immediate
work areas. Spawning runs of popular sport fish, such as walleye, occur
from March into May, and should not be affected by the limited dredging
operations conducted by the derrickbarge at that time.

4.21 Conclusions. Many areas in the St. Clair River are popular
sport fishing and waterfowl hunting grounds, but the dredging operation
should have minimal adverse impact on these activities. This is best
evidenced by the fact that such maintenance work has been proceeding
for many years without impeding the growth of recreational activities.
In fact, subsequent events have shown that the reefs and shoals formed
from the disposal of such dredged materials have enhanced fish habitat
and stimulated fishing activity for sport and commercial interests.
Overall, the impacts from maintenance dredging and disposal operations
have little influence in determining the population characteristics
of the aquatic and terrestrial biota inhabiting the St. Clair River
System. The environmentally critical condition throughout the St. Clair
River would seem to be flow velocity, and not pollution, posed on the
observed benthic macrofauna. Species collected are intolerant to mildly
tolerant to pollutant additions or presence.

4.22 The 26 September 1975 Federal Register publicized listing of
endangered and threatened wildlife lists two species of animals that may
live in the vicinity of the Federal navigation channels. These are the
longjaw cisco (Coregonus alpenae) and the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis).
The longjaw cisco is reported to occupy portions of Lakes Michigan, Huron,
and Erie. Since the St. Clair River serves as a connecting channel
between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, this species could possibly be found
in the project area. However, this is unlikely as this fish normally
inhabits the moderately deep waters of the lakes. Spawning takes place
in deep water in November, so the maintenance project would have little -
effect on species activity.‘ The indiana bat is a terrestrial mammal
and maintenance operations in the water pose no threat. The proposed
land disposal sites should not impact on this bat species either as their
normal habitat would be in riparian stands of mature forests. Proposed
disposal sites would occupy open lands with no more than brush vegetation.

C. Social Impacts

4.23 Aesthetics. Three aesthetic impacts can be identified:
(a) the onshore disposal areas would be visually unattractive and the
periodic placement of dredged material would impede the establishment
of vegetative cover; (b) the removal and disposal operations would
create localized and temporary turbid water conditions; and (c) the
increased noise and activity associated with the maintenance work would
cause additional disturbance to the local area.
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4.24 Maintenance dredging, however, has been an ongoing periodic
operation in this waterway ever since the navigation channels were
established by the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1892. Most of the project
work occurs at some distance from shoreline areas and is little noticed
except by fellow mariners.

4.25 Historical and Cultural Values. Deep-draft navigation on the
Great Lakes and Connecting Channels has established a colorful history
and has developed a cultural pattern unique to its own activity. Most
neighbors of the waterway have chosen this location to be a part of that
environment.

4.26 The National Register of Historic Places includes four proper-
ties located in St. Clair County. Three of the structures are homes or
buildings located in river-front communities but not in areas influenced
by the maintenance work. The fourth property is the St. Clair River Tunnel,
running beneath the river between Port Huron, Michigan, and Sarnia, Ontario.
This tunnel serves as a railroad transportation route. Although the tunnel
runs under the navigation channel, safe and sufficient overhead is provided
between the channel bottom and tunnel ceiling. There are several other
gsites listed for St. Clair County in Michigan's State Register of Historic
Places. None of these will be affected by the project. There are no
prehistoric/historic archaeological sites identified for the county in
the State of Michigan's Historic Preservation Plan (Vol. II, 1975).

4.27 Use Pattermms. The proposed activity will not infringe upon
current uses or users of the waterway. Although the river channels have
been developed for the benefit of waterborne commerce over the past 83 years,
the area stil]l retains much of its recreation-oriented environment. The
St. Clair River remains a popular attraction for the fishermen, hunter,
boater and sight-seeing tourists.

4.28 Economic Effects. The St. Clair River system is a link in
the channels connecting the transportation routes of the lower Great Lakes
with those of the upper Great Lakes. The economic effects of not dredging
could be quite adverse. If the cargo carrying vessels were forced to
lighten their loads because of decreased channel project depths, transporta-
tion costs would increase and be passed onto the consumer. Large volumes of
such basic materials as iron ore, limestone, coal, and grain pass through
this waterway. Unit price increases for items such as these would have
national as well as regional import.

4.29 Public Interests. Maintenance of this waterway for the safe
passage of deep-draft vessels is clearly in the public interest. As indicated
in 4.28, a large segment of the nation's waterborne commerce moves through
the St. Clair Waterway at relatively low ton per mile costs and fuel
consumption.

4.30 The St. Clair River is an international waterway. Much of the
channel lies in Canadian waters, but is maintained by the Army Corps of
Engineers as the result of international agreements.
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4.31 Cumulative Effects. A major adverse impact on the local,
regional, and national economy would result if the channels of the St. Clair
River system were allowed to become unsuitable for deep-draft navigation.
Foregoing maintenance operations in these areas would jeopardize the safe

movement of waterborne commerce through these areas, endangering not only
the vessels but also the men onboard. The timely removal of obstructions

from the navigation channels would reduce the probability of ship aroundings
and the potential threat of a pollution incident.

4.32 Even though maintenance dredging activities are and have been an
ongoing feature of the river scene before the turn of this century, the
appeal of the area for recreational activity remains strong. Because this
type of maintenance dredging and disposal work affects a relatively small
part of the overall river system, areas of this waterway still remain a
viable habitat for fish, waterfowl, and the recreational boater. The
degradation of the system's water and sediment quality during recent years
can be largely attributed to the discharge of municipal and industrial
wastes.

5. PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

5.01 The destruction and disturbance of benthic communities in the
areas to be dredged is inevitable. Benthic organisms and rooted aquatic
plants that have colonized the areas since the last maintenance operations
will be removed by the proposed work. There will also be some local dis-
turbances to benthos in areas adjacent to the dredging operations. These
areas may experience benthic smothering as a result of resuspended sediments.
Physical removal of the bottom substrate and local increases in turbidity
will also result in slight depressions of dissolved oxygen concentrations
during dredging operations as oxydizable materials are released from the
bottom sediments. Such dissolved oxygen depressions will be minimal and
should not create ecological concern due to their localized and short-lived
nature. Disposal operations will also create instances of increased tur-
bidity and depressed dissolved oxygen concentrations.

5.02 The use of the proposed upland site on Harsen's Island and
selected shoreline properties for dredge disposal purposes would create
changes to the vegetation, animal-life, and visual aesthetics in those
areas. As described previously in this text, the areas involved are
relatively small in extent and such impacts are not considered of
significance to the ecological system.

6. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT

A. No Maintenance Dredging

6.01 This alternative would suspend maintenance dredging of the
navigation channel in the St. Clair River resulting in a build-up of
bottom sediments. This build-up would necessitate a reduction in vessel

draft, lowering the total tonnage of both upbound and downbound waterborne
commerce. We estimate that the St. Clair River navigation channel would

reach a depth of 15 feet in a period of 12 years at that area in the river
that historically shoaled the fastest (upstream of Russel Island). It

is8 considered that commercial navigation would effectively cease at a
controlling depth of 15 feet below Low Water Datum (IGLD, 1955). Costs

of waterborne transport would rise due to inefficient use of vessels,
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with increased costs passed on ultimately to the consumer. Additionally,
the operation of veasels would be hazardous when navigating to aveid

shoals.

B. Alternative of Mechanical Dredging

6.02 At the present time, maintenance operations on the St. Clair
River are accomplished primarily by a Government owned hopper dredge.

In some instances, a derrickboat is utilized to remove large or cumbersome
obstructions or extremely hard benthic material. Maintenance dredging could

be accomplished using a mechanical type dredge rather than the proposed
hopper dredge. Mechanical dredges use either a bucket or dipper to remove
bottom material in grabs and deposit the dredgings into attending barges.

6.03 Mechanical dredging obstructs navigation with attending barges,
tugs and auxillary equipment. This method of dredging would introduce an
increased safety hazard to navigation in the channels.

6.04 Sediment disturbance and resuspension is greatly increased by
mechanical dredging. Mechanical dredging would also require increased
dredging time and result in a higher cost per cubic yard of dredged material.
Hopper dredges are specifically designed to provide increased efficiency
and subsequent lower costs for dredging operations.

C. Dredging to a Lesser Depth

6.05 Dredging to any depth less than the maximum controlling depth
authorized would create severe restrictions for vessels using the waterway.
Not being able to load to the maximum possible drafts would necessitate
increasing the number of vessel passages to transport equal quantities,
thereby raising the costs of commodities transported; these costs would
ultimately be passed on to consumers.

D. Alternative Disposal Methods

Water Disposal

6.06 The Lake Huron open-water dumping area, located about 3-1/4
miles north of the head -of the St. Clair River and 1/2 mile west of the
navigation route into the lake, had been used by the Corps for many
years (Figure 2). Water depths in the area were 18-20 feet below Low
Water Datum (IGLD, 1955). This location provided a readily accessible
disposal site with reasonable running times for the dredge when operating
in the upper reaches of the St. Clair River. The MDNR has pointed out
that this dumping area has become good fishing grounds which seasonally
attract many fishermen and should not be disturbed. The MDNR objected
to the continued use of this disposal area.

6.07 The MDNR recommended that a disposal area approximately 4-1/2
miles into the lake and located between the navigation channel and the
International Boundary be used (Figure 9, page A-18). Water depths in
this area would be more than 30 feet below Low Water Datum. This
alternative has been adopted as a project proposal.
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6.08 The disposal of all unpolluted dredged material trom the
St. Clair River into open-water areas of Lake Huron. Such action would
require the dredge to travel as much as 40 miles enroute to the dumping
grounds and would increase the present dredge-disposal cycle time seven-
fold for the maintenance operation in the lower reaches of the project
area. This plan would raise present costs from approximately $70,000
to $490,000. Due to the relatively large economic costs and the question-
able benefits derived from this alternative, it was not considered
further.

6.09 The North Channel of the St. Clair River off Point Au Chenes,
has been used in past years for the disposal of dredged materials removed
from reaches adjacent to the delta area of the St. Clair River. Water
depths at this disposal area are 80 to 90 feet. The MDNR has described
this area as important sturgeon grounds and has also stocked the area
with a large complement of brown trout during the past year. The MDNR
strongly opposes continued use of the area for disposal purposes, but
recognizing the unresolved need to locate disposal grounds within a
reasonable distance of the work area, the MDNR has agreed to the utilization
of this deep~-water disposal area during the 1976 season only. In the
interim the Corps will endeavor to establish long-term onshore sites
with the cooperation of the MDNR.

Land Disposal

6.10 Materials removed from the St. Clair River during maintenance
dredging could be deposited on upland sites such as abandoned quarries
or sand and gravel pits. Other onshore sites could include public and
private properties that find the dredged material a useful source as
fill material to restore river-side lands lost to erosion. Another
possibility is to stockpile the dredgings that are primarily sand and
gravel for future use in the construction and maintenance of public works
facilities and projects. This material would not be useful for agricultural
purposes due to its relatively low nutrient content.

6.11 Land disposal could be accomplished either by truck transport
or by pumping dredgings via a pipeline from the hopper dredge or trans-
porting scow to the disposal site. However, the cost of using maintenance
dredgings for fill purposes is, in most cases, a prohibitive factor. 1In
addition to normal dredging expenses, the scow or dredge unit must
transport the dredged material to a site in close proximity to the fill
area. Unless the material can be discharged directly from the containing
vessel to the disposal site, a pipeline system with auxiliary pumps must
be installed between the docking site and fill area. Costs for construction
of this system increase markedly with any increase in pumping distance.
Costs of transshipping the materials by truck are similarly prohibitive.
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6.12 The geomorphology of the terrain bordering the St. Clair
River has not lent itself to the development of stone quarries or aggregate
pits within practicable distances. The unavailability of such potential
sites within the limits of economic feasibility precludes further con-
sideration of this alternmative.

6.13 The use of selected properties adjacent to the waterway for
the placement of limited amounts of dredged material has been a part of
the project operation in the past. Upon request of property owners or
local government entities materials removed from the navigation channel
by the derrickbarge were placed on those lands to combat shoreline erosion
and preserve the property from further degradation. Amounts of material
involved by this action were generally less than 200 cubic yards, except
in 1975 when 2,500 cubic yards of dredgings removed by hopper dredge
were contributed to a shoreline park being developed as part of urban
renewval for the City of Algonac. In the future, in order to abide by
the directives of Executive Order 11593 that Federal agencies assure that
their plans and programs contribute to the preservation and enhancement
of non-Federally owned sites, structures, and objects of historical,
archaeological, or architectural significance, the use of onshore disposal
for such purposes will be limited to only those properties, whether
private or public, that have been granted prior Federal and State permits
for such proposed activity. This restriction will insure that such areas
and proposed action have been given suitable review by concerned government
agencies and the public and are in compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, Nationmal Historic Preserva-
tion Act, Endangered Species Act, Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuary
Act, and the Federal Water Pollution Control Acts. If the need for an
archaeological or historical survey 1s determined as a result of this
review, no disposal action will be permitted until such survey(s) is
accomplished.

6.14 The primary proposed land disposal plan is to stockpile those
dredgings removed from the lower reaches of the project on land provided
by the State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources (Figure No. 8,
page A-17). The MDNR has provided an unutilized area in the St. Clair
Flats Wildlife Area for the storage of hopper dredged materials. This
site is less than 1/2 mile from the shoreline of the Middle Channel of
the river delta; therefore, the hopper dredge has the capability to dock
and pump the materials onto the site without the need for excessive lengths
of pipeline or auxiliary pump stations. The materials stockpiled in this
manner will be readily available for use in the repair and construction
of the diking system used to control the water levels in the managed
wildlife area and for the development of other public-use facilities.
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Confined Disposal Facilities

6.15 The sediments to be dredged from the shoals formed in the
St. Clair River navigation channels have been classified by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as suitable for open water disposal.
The Corps of Engineers is not authorized or funded to conmstruct diked
disposal areas for the containment of unpolluted dredged materials removed
during channel maintenance operations. The need for this method of
disposal is not demonstrated by virture of EPA’'s classification, and 1
therefore, this alternative was given no further considerationm.

7. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

7.01 Annual maintenance dredging of the St. Clair River navigation :
channel allows commerce to continue throughout the entire Great Lakes ‘
system. The continuance of shipping within the system insures the satis-
faction of both short-term immediate needs such as maximum draft and

long-term needs in the form of continued access between the upper and

lower lakes. Maintenance dredging has been continuing in Lake St. Clair

and the St. Clair River since the late 1800°'s. Curtailment could create
serious repercussions to the long range economic and cultural development

of many Great Lakes ports, not only in the United States but Canada as
well.

7.02 Maintenance dredging will affect localized areas of the channel
only temporarily resulting in a short-term disruption of the bottom associ-~
ated biological community. Reestablishment of this community is expected to
occur in a short period after dredging operations cease, as the result of
the inherent ability of ecological systems to withstand minor disturbances.

7.03 The use of dredged materials to restore and protect eroding
shorelines represents a positive, short-term, functional use of this
resource. This action serves to enhance the human environment through
the protection of property and to protect the natural environment by
inhibiting the loss of upland soils to erosion. The proposed use of
dredged materials in the formation and repair of the dikes controlling
water levels in the wildlife area contributes to the habitat preservation
required for long-term waterfowl propagation and improves the quality of
recreation for the public.




8. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES WHICH ARE
INVOLVED IN THE ACTION

8.01 The actual removal of sediments from the navigation channel
will create no irreversible commitments of resources other than the economic
outlay expended to complete the project. Maintenance dredging will peri-
odically alter the bottom environment of existing Federal Navigation Channels.
This process is not considered irreversible as cessation of maintenance
dredging would result in an eventual return of existing Federal Navigation
Channels to their natural conditions. The fact that maintenance dredging
is a reoccurring item provides proof that the conditions being altered
will again establish at a later time.

8.02 A number of benthic and bottom-associated organisms will be 3
destroyed. Although benthic organisms will recolonize, the species
diversity could be reduced. Due to dredging and disposal operatioms,
the species composition may never reach a true balance, and maximum
sustained population density may never be achieved (personal communication,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ann Arbor, Michigan).

9. COORDINATION AND COMMENTS AND RESPONSE

A. Public Participation

9.01 A Public Notice, dated 12 February 1975, regarding maintenance |
dredging in the St. Clair River was issued by the Corps' Detroit District !
Office. Copies of this notice were sent to the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Department of the Interior, the Coast Guaxd, the State of
Michigan, the Department of Commerce, St. Clair County, the City of Port
Huron, the City of Marysville, the City of Marine City, the City of Algenac,
and other Federal, State and local agencies, as well as to known interested
groups and individuals. The proposed dredging is being reviewed under the
following laws: Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, the
Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as well as the various Congressional Acts authorizing
construction and maintenance of the Federal project.

9.02 Responses to this notice were received from the National Marine
Fisheries Service; the National Park Service; U.S. Coast Guard; U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); and the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, Hydrological Survey Division. The EPA advised that:
reaches of the river not previously sampled or classified by EPA should not
be assumed unpolluted and such areas should be sampled and classified prior
to maintenance dredging (previous reports received from the EPA classified
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bottom sediments of the St. Clair River as unpolluted - 1970 test results -
and as polluted - 1973-74 test results - and as suitable for unrestricted
open lake disposal - 1975 test results); spoil should not be placed upon
wetlands or shallow water inlets along the St. Clair River; water treatment
plants served by the river should be kept informed of dredging activities
SO appropriate treatment adjustments can be made; maintenance operations
should be timed to prevent interference with fish spawning and migrations
in the waterway; precautions should be taken to mitigate adverse effects

on benthos, nursery and feeding grounds when disposing of material. The i
other agencies had no objections to the proposed action. The lack of any |
other response to the Public Notice is taken to mean that there is no further
objection to the dredging operations or to the proposed sites for the
disposal of dredged material.

9.03 Subsequently, a Statement of Finding was issued on 15 April r
1975. The District Engineer determined that it was in the overall public
interest to continue the annual maintenance dredging of the St. Clair
River during 1975 concurrent with the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement for the proposed work. The decision not to hold a
public hearing was also made at that time, since no requests for a hearing
were received. As of 1 January 1976, maintenance dredging operations
that may have a significant impact on the human environment are prohibited
without an envirommental statement being on file at CEQ for thirty days
prior to the proposed action.

B. Government Agencies

9.04 Thirteen government agencies, Federal, State and City, furnished
comments on the Draft EIS. Most concern was centered around the locations
of the areas where dredged materials would be deposited. An expanded
discussion of these areas is presented in the Final EIS and in the following
Comment/Response section. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sited
a “"lack of objection” to the project but did state the belief that addi-
tional information was required to fully evaluate the project's total
environmental impact. The Final EIS contains expanded discriptions and
data, to the extent available, which should aid the environmental evalua-
tions.

9.05 In order to resolve the objections >f the MDNR to the disposal
sites proposed in the Draft EIS, i.e., the North Channel of the St. Clair
River off Point Au Chenes and the open water dumping grounds in Lake
Huron, the Corps had discussions with MDNR representatives on May 3 and
13, 1976. The following determinations were made as a result of these
meetings: (1) The MDNR withdrew its objection to the deposition of
dredge materials in the North Channel for the remainder of 1976; (2)
Dredgings from subsequent years will be placed ashore on Harsen's Island
in a storage area of the State's St. Clair Flats Wildlife Area. This
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material will be recycled by MDNR for maintenance and construction work
in the Wildlife Area; (3) Dredgings removed from the upper reaches of the
St. Clair River will be deposited in the deeper-water area of Lake Huron
as recommended by MDNR.

C. Citizen Groups

9.06 The proposal to continue maintenance operations in the St.
Clair River Federal navigation channels was well publicized by circulation
of the Public Notice and Draft EIS to local and national civic groups,
environmental organizations, conservation clubs, area news media and to
interested citizens. Two letters were received in reply to the Draft EIS
from this element; one from a private citizen, and another from the public
utility providing this area with electrical power. No objections to the
proposed action were expressed by these correspondents. No comments
were received from any of these sources in response to the prior Public
Notices.

D. Comments and Response

9.07 . The Draft Environmental Statement was Sent to the following
agencies and groups requesting their review and comments:

Federal Agencies

*J.S. Department of the Interior

*U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

*U.S. Department of Commerce

*U.S. Department of Agriculture

*Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

U.S. Department of Transportation

U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare
*UJ.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

State Agencies

*Michigan Department of Natural Resources

*Michigan Department of State (State Historic Preservation Officer)
*Michigan Department of State Highways and Transportation
Executive Office of the Govenor

Advisory Council for Environmental Quality

Canadian

Ministry of Transport, Ontario, Canada
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local Agencies

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

City of Marine City, Michigan

Clay Township, St. Clair County, Michigan

City of Marysville, Michigan

Ira Township, St. Clair Co., Michigan

City of Algonac, Michigan

Board of County Road Commissioners, St. Clair Co.
Township of East China, St. Clair Co., Michigan
City of Port Huron, Michigan

*City of Detroit, Michigan

Port Huron Maritime Commission

St. Clair County Board of Supervisors

Board Office, Fort Gratiot Township, St. Clair Co.
Burtchville Township, St. Clair Co.

Environmental - Civic Groups

Clay Township Association

Marine City Chamber of Commerce
Historical Society of Michigan
Eastern Michigan Advisory Council
Water Resources Congress

National Audubon Society
Izaak Walton League

Sierra Club

Michigan Student Environmental Conference, Inc.
League of Women Voters

Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Conference on Michigan Archaeology

Michigan Natural Areas Council

Citizens Council for Land Use Research & Education

*Individual Citizens and Business Concerns

50 in total - 2 responses received.
*Indicates that comments were received from that agency, group, or element.

9.08 Comments received from respondents to the DEIS are listed in
the following comment and response section. Copies of the original corres-
pondence are included with this statement as Appendix B.

9.09 public information copies of this Final Environmental Statement
will be furnished to appropriate Federal, State and local clearinghouses
as well as concerned citizens and conservation/envirommental groups.
Copies are available to interested individuals upon request from U.S.

Army Engineer District, Detroit, P.O. Box 1027, Detroit, Michigan 48231,
ATTN: Environmental Resources Branch.
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U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary - North
Central Region

1. Comment:

The presence of aboriginal sites in the St. Clair Flats area is
recognized on page 8 of the statement. As both the cut-off channel and
the north channel cross these flats and maintenance dredging material may
be placed on upland sites, the statement should address the possiblity
that such material may adversely impact presently unknown cultural resources.
In oxrder to fulfill the intent of Executive Order 11593, Protection and
Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, the Corps of Engineers should
have all areas affected surveyed by a professional archeologist. Any
sites discovered should be evaluated for inclusion of the National Register
of Historic Places.

Response:

Disposal on upland areas will be limited to properties whose
owners request fill material - to re-establish eroded shorelines. Such
onshore disposal will be limited to those properties that have been
granted prior Federal and/or State permits for such activity as required
by P.L. 92-500, Section 404, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act.

This restriction will insure that such areas and the proposed action

have been given suitable review under the provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act, the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, the
National Historic Preservation Act, Endangered Species Act, and the Coastal
Zone Management Act, as well as P.L. 92-500. Figure No. 7, page A-16,
illustrates the known settlements in the study area - including both those
of an historic and prehistoric nature. As pointed out in paragraph

2.09, it seems that little development took place along the St. Clair

River south of Port Huron since few sites have been discovered between
Port Huron and Algonac.3

2. Comment:

We recommend that the environmental impact statement include
language to the effect that the sponsoring agency has checked the National
Register of Historic Places and, in consultation with the State Historic
Pregservation Officer, determined that no properties. listed on, nominated
. to, or eligible for the National Register would be affected by the
proposal.

Ragggnse:

Historical sites included in the National Register and their
relation to the proposed maintenance activities have been addressed in
paragraph 4.26 of the Final EIS. The Draft EIS was coordinated with
the Director of the !lichigan History Division and the State Historic
Preservation Officer. She concluded that the proposed work will have
no effect on cultural resources. A copy of her letter is contained in
Attachment B.

28




U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region V - Chicagqo, Illinois

l. Comment:

In general, the EIS adequately describes the project. However,
in order to evaluate the project's environmental impacts, additional
information is required on the "upland"” shore disposal sites mentioned.
The location of these sites should be specified and illustrated on a map
or aerial photo exihibit. Furthermore, a detailed description of the
environmental setting of each of these sites should be presented with
a discussion of its past and present use, if any.

Resggnse:

Please refer to paragraphs 1.04, 4.16, 4.17, 6.13 and 6.14 for
discussions on onshore sites. The location of private property sites is
not known in advance but such areas would be subject to an environmental
assessment during the permit application review period.

2. Comment:

We commented on a Public Notice for this project on March 25,
1975 and requested that dredge spoil not be placed upon wetlands or .
shallow water areas along St. Clair River or in St. Clair Lake. Every
effort should be made to preserve and protect the river and delta wetlands
in the project area.

Resggnse 3

No wetland areas will be filled in relation to these maintenance
operations.

3. Comment:

Our July 19, 1974 letter to your office indicated that the bottom
sediments in the St. Clair River Federal Navigation Channel at river miles
17.5 and 37.0 are polluted. Since the sampling coverage in these two areas
was poor, and no delineation was made of the polluted zone, we resampled
this river on September 29, 1975. This sampling chedule was noted in our
September 11, 1975 letter to Brigadier General Moore. As soon as the
results of this survey are available, we will reevaluate the existing
pollutional classification of the river. Where bottom sediments are
determined polluted, delineation of the polluted zones will be provided.
The EIS should discuss the history of mercury - contaminated sediments
in the St. Clair River.
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Response:

The 1975 EPA sampling results have been received and are
included in Appendix A, Attachment No. 1. Mercury contamination and
other sources of pollution have been discussed in paragraph 2.24 of the
Final EIS.

4. Comment:

With regard to sewage treatment in St. Clair County (Algonac,
Ira and Clay Townships) a facilities plan under an EPA planning grant
has been submitted by St. Clair County for improved sewage collection
and treatment. Follow-up grants are currently being processed.

Response:

This information has been added to update the discussion
presented in paragraph 2.23 of the Final EIS.

S. Comment:

In accordance with EPA procedures, we have rated this project
as IO (lack of objection) and have classified the EIS as Cateqgory 2
(additional information is required to fully evaluate the project's
total environmental impact). The date and classification of our comments
will be published in the Federal Register in accordance with our responsi-
bility to inform the public of our views on other agency's projects.

Response :

Additional information included in the Final EIS provides a
clearer presentation of the project's total environmental impact.

U.S. Department of Commerce
Assistant Secretary for Science and Technology

1. Comment:

The draft environmental impact statement describes a navigation
channel extending the length of the St. Clair River, but does not indicate
whether all or segments of the channel will be dredged. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency analyses of bottom sediments (Page 19, paragraph 2;

Table 8, page A-5; and Table 13, page A-1ll) leads them to conclude that
the bottom sediments are polluted. Until specific reaches are determined
to be unpolluted, the EPA observations should preclude any maintenance
dredging.
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Resgonse:

Depth soundings of the navigation channel are made before
dredging commences to delineate the shoaled areas that must be removed.
Dredging occurs only on those sections of the navigation channel that
are shoaled.

The most recent publication, EPA-660/3-74029 dated December
1974, classifies the St. Clair River as unpolluted. Utilizing 1973 data
and the seven bulk sediment criteria with established limits, only zinc,
marginally, exceeded the U.S. EPA recommended limits at Station 17.5.
On 5 October 1975, the U.S. EPA resampled the river to delineate the 1
status of the river sediments. Results of the survey indicated the :
sediments proposed for removal are suitable for unrestricted open-lake
disposal.

2. Comment:

Use of the projected disposal site in Lake Huron will not isolate
spoil as implied but can create problems. Water depth at the site is 12
to 18 feet; this is shallow enough that relatively minor wave action and
littoral drift will disperse sediments in Lake Huron and move the sedi-
ment back into the river through resuspension and traction.

Resggnse:

The majority of materials dredged in the upper portions of the
St. Clair River do not originate from Lake Huron. Large portions origi-
nate from tributaries to the River, a notable example being the large
volume of materials dredged from the areas near the mouth of the Black
River at Port Huron.

With regard to the disposal site, dredged materials deposited
at this location do not move. The contours visible on navigation charts
are a result of past disposal operations. Disposal will also take place
in waters 18 feet or deeper. This is necessary because the hopper dredge
draws 13 feet when loaded and requires a 5 foot safety margin when
dumping. However, a new, deeper water disposal area has been selected
at the behest of the MDNR.

3. Comment:

The rationale on Page 21, paragraph 1, of the Draft EIS, ignores
the total problem of suspended material by dismissing it once this material
has left the river. A primary control on suspended sediment transport is
the stream velocity. The marked decrease at the head of Lake St. Clair
will cause a substantial part of the load to drop out of suspension rather
than to diffuse widely through the lake. Significance of this problem
relates to the deqgree of pollution of the material put into suspension.
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Response :

Undoubtedly, a portion of existing silt and clay will be put
into suspension during dredginag operations. The idea that this para-
graph is conveying is that most of the suspended materials will be
transported downstream via the navigation channel, because current
velocities in it are higher than along the shallower shoreline areas.
More suspended materials would tend to settle in the area of the navication
channel at the head of Lake St. Clair, rather than to be disperswl evenly
throughout the entire delta region. Pollutant levels at the uead of the
lake would not be anticipated to increase significantly because of dredging,
in that only unpolluted materials are being dredged upstream. Additionally,
the movement of current and the large volume of water should effect a
dilution of nutrients, rather than result in their concentration.

4. Comment:

On page 23, (Effect on terrestrial biota) planned disposal sites
are not identified. These should be known before operations so that site
specific impacts can be locked at. We hope that the Corps of Engineers
will work with the State Dredge Spoil Disposal Committee in determining
sites.

ResEOnse H

Materials dredged by the hopper dredge in the lower portions of
the St. Clair River were deposited shoreward of a large bulkhead presently
being constructed by the City of Algonac. The bulkhead 1is part of the
City's urban renewal program. The City had expressed the desire to
have the materials deposited at this location. ‘A new onshore site has
been furnished through the cooperation of the Michigan DNR. This site
on Harsen's Island should accommodate hopper dredgings for several
years. .

Derrickboat operations generally are directed towards the
removal of minor shoaling that has occurred between scheduled hopper
dredge visits. Shoaling is usually relatively minor and its removal
by hopper dredge would not be economically justified. Annual volume
of materials removed by derrickboat varies between 1,000 and 2,000 cubic
yards. These materials, usually composed of sand and gravel, were routinely
placed on private property at the owner's request. Volumes of materials
placed at any one location generally does not exceed 200 cubic yards.
Please refer to Comment/Response No. 1, U.S. Department of the Interior,
for description of new limitations to this method of disposal.
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5. Comment:

Removal of shoals from the river will restore the navigation
channel to project dimensions. River water will return to project levels.
Disposal of the spoil in other parts of the river will cause minor, not
measurable, raise of water levels. The net effect on water levels from
dredging and spoil disposal will be of a minor raise over the project
levels.

Resggnse:

As stated above, materials derived from maintenance operations
during 1975 are anticipated to be placed on selected upland areas. Ongoing
maintenance operations are not anticipated to result in long-term percep-
tible changes in river levels or flows.

U.S. Department of Agriculture - Soil Conservation Service

1. Comment:

Throughout the Statement it is insinuated that the major portion
of the dredged material will be disposed of in deep water and the deep
water disposal sites have been identified in the Statement. However,
it is noted that a portion of the dredged material is to be placed ashore
at upland sites. The Statement does not indicate the extent of the upland
disposal, neither the yardage to be disposed of nor the land area to be
used for the upland disposal. The Statement also does not indicate the
proposed location of the upland disposal areas nor effect on land use of
the upland disposal. It would seem desirable to expand the Statement to
cover these items.

Resgonse:

See Comment/Response Number 4, U.S. Department of Commerce,
and the expanded Section 4 in the Final EIS. Average volumes for onshore
disposal will range between 25,000 and 30,000 cubic yards.

2. Comment:

It is stated, "The periodic placement of dredged material would
impede the establishment of vegetative cover." It would seem desirable
to state that re-establishment of vegetative cover is part of the project.

Resgonsa:

In this case, materials deposited on upland areas are commonly
placed beyond bulkhead structures. Corps of Engineers guidelines for the
issuance of permits for such structures mandate that they be constructed
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to be impermeable. 1In this way, backfill materials will not leach to
the adja.ei.: waterway. Individual property owners are responsible for
the re-establishment of vegetation or other stabilizing measures for
the fill materials.

U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest Service

1. Comment:

We believe that impacts of the above project on land vegetation
will be minor. Perhaps shrubs and trees could be used to improve aesthetic
appearances of diked disposal sites.

ResEnse H

Please refer to Comment/Response #2, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Soil Conservation Service. Diked disposal sites are not a requisite
of this maintenance program since materials are unpolluted.

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Washington, D.C.

1. Comment:

The Council has determined that while you have discussed the
historical and archaeological aspects related to the proposed undertaking,
the Council needs additional information concerning compliance with Section
800.4(a) of the Council's procedures. Under this Section, the Corps is
responsible for identifying properties located within the area of the under-
taking's potential environmental impact that are included in or eligible
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. The final
environmental statement on this project should be revised to reflect com-
pliance with this section in regard to eligible National Register properties.

Response:

It is not anticipated that there would be any undisturbed historical
or cultural resources in the area of the project's potential environmental
impact. The navigation channel has bheen dredged annually since the late
1800*'s. It is unlikely that anything of archaeological importance would
remain in the channel areas. Upland spoil disposal with regard to archaeo-
logical considerations is addressed in Comment/Response #l, U.S. Department
of the Interior.

2. Comment:

To insure a comprehensive review of cultural resources, the
Advisory Council suggests that the final environmental statement contain
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evidence of contact with the Michigan State Historic Preservation
Officer and that a copy of his comments concerning the effects of the
undertaking upon these resources be included in the final statement.

Response :

The Draft EIS was coordinated with the State Historic Preser-
vation Officer and she stated that the proposed project would have no
effect on cultural resources. A copy of her reply is contained in
Attachment B.

Department of Housing and Urban Development - Detroit Area Office

1. Comment:

The subject Draft EIS has been reviewed and no objections to
the proposed action are warranted.

Response:

Comment noted.

2. Comment:

From a planning perspective relative to proposed or existing
residential use, the onshore landfills should be adequately identified.

Regense H

Please see Comment Response Number 4, U.S. Department of
Commerce, and Comment Response No. 1, U.S. Department of the Interior.

3. Comment:

Any negative impacts insofar as amenities of residential use that
may be reduced or depreciated in valuation would be an important considera-
tion in the environmental clearance of a project proposed for HUD partici-
X pation.

3 : -

Resmnse:

Filling behind properly constructed bulkheads would not be
expected to reduce or depreciate property value. In the majority of
cases, bulkheads and the restoration of eroded properties serve to
enhance shoreline property values.
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State of Michigan - Department of Natural Resources

1

i. Comment:

We havg reviewed the draft environmental impact statement on
the prOpose§ Ma*ntenance Dredging of Federal Navigational Channels in
the St. Clair River. We find the statement basically adequate in the

§escription of the project and much of the associated environmental
impacts.

Relggnse:

Comment noted.
2. Comment:

Our major concern is in regard to the disposal sites for the
dredged materials. We strongly object to the proposed disposal site
located in the North Channel adjacent to Point AuChenes (Figure 2).
These are important sturgeon grounds and a large complement of brown
trout (20,000 this past year) are stocked in this area. We are there-
fore absolutely opposed to any dumping of dredge spoils in the north
channel.

Response :

Soft unpolluted material dredged by hopper from the southerly
reaches of the St. Clair River has generally been deposited in a 90-
foot deep hole in the North Channel near Point AuChenes. The velocity
there is such that soundings indicate that the material deposited in
the hole is very quickly removed and conveyed downstream. The practice
of utilizing this disposal site was temporarily discontinued, and the
material was placed at an upland site in the City of Algonac. Dis-
cussions were initiated with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
with respect to the environmental implications of use of the open water
site, in order to determine whether or not sturgeon or trout fisheries
would be adversely affected. The determinations as a result of the
meetings are discussed in the Final EIS, paragraph 9.05.

3. Comment:

wWith reference to the disposal area identified in Lake Huron
3-1/4 miles north of the Blue Water Bridge, we would prefer that the
spoil be deposited in deeper water to the north, a mile further out,
in about 40 feet of water near the U.S.-Canadian boundary. The 15 to
20-foot depths in the designated area are walleye, perch, and catfish
grounds which seasonally attract many fishermen and should not be dis-
turbed. It would also appear that materials deposited at the designated
site in depths of 20 feet or less and within 1l/2-mile of the navigation
channel, would be moved back into the channel to the south during a

northeaster.
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Response:

The deep water disposal site in Lake Huron will be relocated
as requested by the MDNR. It is our opinionm, however, that the fishing
grounds now attracting fishermen were established by the creation of
a reef type structure from past disposal of dredged materials.

During a northeaster, sediments would probably be driven towards
the west and could have the final destiny of augmenting the littoral load
along the western shoreline of lake Huron. Maintenance operations of
the channel east of the disposal area are carried out on a very infrequent
basis, indicating that relatively small amounts re-enter the navigation
channel.

4. Comment:

It is also stated that the dredged materials may be placed on
shore at selected upland sites. The location of these sites is not
given. They should be identified and described in the statement. Where
are these sites?

Response:

Please refer to paragraphs 1.04, 4.16, 4.17, 6.13 and 6.14.

5. Comment:

We are also concerned over the distribution of fines during the
dredging process due to the history of mercury useage and disposal into
the St. Clair River channel. While the data presented in Tables 9 and
10 would indicate that the presence of mercury in the sediments is within
the standard, we remain concerned about the dispersion of mercury and other
heavy metals (i.e. zinc) which can be widely spread by the strong currents
over the bottom of the channel and Lake St. Clair downstream and can
subsequently enter the food chain. We reiterate our comments provided
in the response to the draft environmental impact statement on the
maintenance dredging of navigation channels (downstream) in Lake St.

Clair (our letter Sept. 5, 1975). Has the Corps conducted any research
on methods of clarifying overflow waters during dredging activities?

Response :

The redistribution of heavy metals during dredging operations
in the St. Clair River has not been thoroughly investigated. A study done
for the EPA (Water Quality Investigation of the Detroit and St. Clair
Rivers, Encotech Corp., August 1974) indicates that the St. Clair River
does show enrichment in certain sedimentary constituents (e.g. COD, TKN,
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total phosphorus, chromium, zinc, manganese, and iron) as it descends
from Lake Huron. In most instances, this increase is relatively small.
Sediments at the mouth of the St. Clair River had relatively low con-
centrations of heavy metals except for mercury concentrations which
were excessive. In 1975 the Detroit District initiated a program to
monitor hopper dredge overflows during the dredging work in Lake St.
Clair. These initial data are insufficient to base determinations but
the program is continuing. It should be pointed out that materials
dredged in the river are more sandy and gravelly, the river current is
at its lowest velocity at or near the bottom where the dredging disturbance
occurs, and, therefore, should not disseminate as widely as the finer
silt and clay sediments found in the lake.

In the mid-1960's the Corps conducted a study on dredging and
water quality problems in the Great Lakes under the management of the
Buffalo District. Investigations of methods to clarify overflow waters
were undertaken during this study with no practicable solutions forth
coming. Please refer to the reference: Corps of Engineers, Buffalo
District (1969), Dredging and Water Quality Problems in the Great Lakes,
12 Volume Technical Report. ’

The Corps of Engineers through its Dredged Material Research
Program being conducted by the Waterways Experiment Station at Vicksburg,
Mississippi, is researching methods of clarifying overflow waters. Task
5A, Dredged Material Densification, has for its objective the development
and testing of promising techniques for dewatering or densifying dredged
materials using mechanical, biological, and/or chemical techniques prior
to, during, and after placement in containment areas. Several other
objectives are being pursued in the fields of Turbidity Prediction and
Control Research (Task G6C) under the auspices of this extensive investi-~
gative program. Some of the studies under this unit include the deter-
mination of the nature and degree of turbidity generated by current dredge
practice and predicting the turbidity-generation potential of sediments
to be dredged.

6. Comment:

Additionally, we would urge that a larger number of sediment
samples be taken by the EPA in future years along this navigation channel.
This is important to make certain that the levels of mercury and other
heavy metals remain well within the EPA guidelines and to insure that any
chemical containment problem with be quickly detected and corrected.

Response:

In their letter of 10 October 1975 responding to the Draft EIS
on the proposed maintenance dredging, EPA indicated that they had resam=~
pled the St. Clair River. From the results of this sampling EPA concluded
that sediments to be removed from the channel are suitable for unrestricted
open—-lake disposal. Attachment 1, Appendix A.
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7. Comment:

It is stated on page 3 of the Draft EIS that the derrickboat is

echeduled for maintenance operations June 5 to August 30, 1975. We assume
the year cited is an error, and will be corrected in th% final statement.

Responsge:

The date was correct. The Corps of Engineers, in pursuing
attempts to maintain the Nation's waterways and comply with applicable
laws, has developed a management program for Environmental Impact.State-
ments on projects in an Operation and Maintenance status. This was
necessary because of an instantanious backlog of EIS's for ongoing
projects which occurred with the passage of NEPA. Among other items,
the program provides that no dredging would commence after 1 October %74
unless an environmental assessment has been prepared. The program also
provides that no dredging will be initiated after 1 January 1976 without
a Final Environmental Statement onfile with CEQ for 30 days, if the assess-
ment concludes that an EIS is required. In the interim, those instances
where a determination is made that overriding public interest requires the
dredging to proceed before the required EIS can be prepared, an appropriate
determination and finding would be prepared in lieu of an EIS in accordance
with the requirements of the Federal dredging requlation. Preparation of
the EIS would continue concurrently. The management program was approved
by CEQ and noticed in the Federal Register, Vol. 39, page 22635, July 22,
1974. The Public Notice of 12 February 1975 implements this regulation.

8. Comment:

Mention should be made whether the dredging will begin in the
upper most reach of the area to be dredged and proceed downstream. This
would seem desirable to minimize re-~deposition of disturbed materials
back into the channel.

Response:

The order in which shoals are dredged is determined by considera-
tions of convenience and availability of dredging equipment. Given the
volume of flow of the river and the small ratio of the material to be
dredged relative to the magnitude of material normally carried in suspen-
sion by the river, the redeposition of disturbed fine materials on down-
stream shoals is not significant enough to bear importantly on the order
in which shoals are removed.

9. Comment:
On page 20 of the Draft EIS (Environmental Impact), this section
does not adequately describe how dredging will affect various species of

fish--their reproduction, migration, feeding and living. This aspect
should be thoroughly covered in the final environmental impact statement.
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Responsge:

Environmental impacts of dredging are discussed in paragraphs
4.99 through 4.15.

10. Comment:

We agree that the dredqging does not directly affect shoreline
erosion problems. However, the large ships that use the deepened channel

do cause some degree of erosion damage. This should be mentioned in the
statement.

R&SEI\SQ:

Mr. Ralph Rogerson, a resident of Harsons Island, made this
same observation in his letter responding to the Draft EIS. He noted
that vessel speeds and their wake were related to amounts of shoreline
erosion, particularly recreational-type cruiser craft. The Corps of
Engineers has no jurisdiction over vessel speeds, either commercial
or recreational. This is the responsibility of the U.S5. Coast Guard.

11. Comment:

Finally, P.A. 326 of 1913 states that approximately 18,000
acres of the St. Clair Flats are dedicated to the paramount use for public
hunting and fishing. Information contained in paragraph 1 on page 14 of
the Draft EIS seems contrary to this Act. We suggest this be clarified
or corrected in the final statement.

Response:

This paragraph describes the present usage of the St. Clair
flats area and is not meant to challenge P.A. 326 of 1913. However,
this information has been added to the Final EIS, paragraph 2.16.

Michigan Department of State - Michigan History Division

1. Comment:

Dr. Lawrence Finfer, Environmental Review Coordinator and
Dr. Martha M. Bigelow, State Historic Preservation Officer and Director,
Michigan History Division have reviewed the proposal for maintenance
dredging of the St. Clair River. They conclude that this project will
have no effect on cultural resources.

Response:

Your response is noted and has been included in the formulation
of the EIS.
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State of Michigan - Department of State Highways and Transportation

1. Comment:

The Environmental Liaison Section has reviewed the Draft
Environmental Statement and believes the need for this project (mainte-
nance of the waterway for safe passage of National and International
waterborne commerce) is obvious and clearly defined in the Statement.

Resenu:

Your comments are noted and have been considered in the formula-
tion of the EIS.

2. Comment:

There is an inconsistency between the statement on page 1 which
indicates "all materials scheduled for removal from the St. Clair River
are from stretches classified as being clean and suitable for open water
disposal." liowever, on page 30, the statement indicates the Environmental
Protection Agency's testing in 1973-74 showed bottom sediments are polluted
and non-tested sediments should not be assumed non-polluted and such areas
should be sampled and classified prior to maintenance dredging.

Response :

Please refer to EPA's 1975 test results included in Appendix

3. Comment:

The Statement notes that "removed material will be disposed in
deep open water areas, or placed ashore at upland sites."” Although the
location of deep water disposal sites are clearly shown in Figure No. 2,
the upland sites are not. Since upland disposal could have a very severe
adverse environmental impact due to the high water table of upland sites
adjacent to the river, it is suggested if such upland sites are used that
their locations be shown.

R‘!Enl‘ H

The primary "upland" disposal site is the parcel of land offered
by MDNR which is located within the boundaries of the St. Clair Flats
Wildlife Area. See Figure 8. Secondary sites for onshore disposal would
be limited to properties that have been permitted under Section 404,

P.L. 92-500 as explained in paragraphs 1.04 and 4.16. These unpolluted
materials would serve to restore eroded shores.

41




4. Comment:

On page 1, it is indicated that this maintenance operation
will be performed "in 1975 and subsequent years thereafter as required
to remove shoals."” This statement seems to suggest that this Environmental
Statement is of the "class action” variety and additional Statements will
not be prepared for subsequent years. Although this procedure would be
acceptable if such things as the condition of bottom sediments do not
change, the Environmental. Protection Agency's test results show bottom
conditions can and often do change. Therefore, it is suggested that a
clarification be made of whether additional Statements will be prepared
for subsequent dredging and, if so, under what conditions.

Response:
This Statement will be up-dated on an "as needed" basis. One

basis upon which the Statement could be up-dated is the change of
sediment quality or the locations of disposal areas.

City of Detroit - City Engineering Department

1. Comment:

There is no apparent conflict between Detroit City Engineering
Department interests and the proposed operations.

Response:

Your response is noted and has been included in the formulation
of the EIS.

Detroit Metro Water Department

1. Comment:

We are concerned about the temporary decrease in water quality
during the annual dredging of 130,000 cubic yards of sediments as reported
in the September S5, 1975, Federal Register.

Response:

As noted, water quality can temporarily decrease during dredging
operations. The decrease in water quality is related to sediment composi-
tion, size of the area being dredged and the length of time that the dredge
operates. May (1973) compiled data on three dredging operations and
determined that suspended solids concentrations did not exceed background
levels beyond a few hundred feet of the dredge.

Your office also requested a copy of the Draft EIS on the St.
Cla.r River Maintenance Dredging and a copy was sent to your department.
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Since no further comments were received from your department regarding

the Maintenance Dredging and since no comments concerning adverse water
quality were received to the DEIS on Lake St. Clair where the Detroit
Metro Water Department water intake is located, it is assumed that

your concern about degraded water quality has been answered satisfactorily
by the information contained in the Draft EIS.

Detroit Edison Company - Detroit, Michigan

1. Comment:

The Detroit Edison Company has reviewed the above referred
Draft Environmental Statement, and believes the work, as proposed, to
be in the best interests of Edison and our customers and residents of
southeastern Michigan.

Resggnse:

Your response is noted and has been considered in the formulation
of the EIS.

Ralph Rogerson ~ Harsens Island, Michigan

1. Comment:

Reviewed the Draft EIS and found all aspects both pro and con
have been covered, giving the reader a clear view of both sides of the
question of whether or not to dredge the shoals of the St. Clair River.

2. Comment:

Mr. Rogerson stated that he was familar with the area and the
shoals should be removed to aid in holding down costs of comodities
transported by commercial vessels.

3. Comment:

Mr. Rogerson stated that the present channel depths should not

be deepened, as during low water times, they now suck out the water

from the adjoining canals and when the water returns, a great deal of
sand returns filling up the canals.

Response:

Maintenance dredging operations described in the Environmental
Statement are directed to restoring the depths presently authorized by
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Congress. Any increase in depth would require new authorizations from
Congress. Present dredging is not anticipated to affect water levels
in adjoining canals or the river proper. Please refer to Comment/
Response No. 6, U.S. Department of Commerce.

4. Comment:

Mr., Rogerson addressed the Extended Navigation Season by
stating that when the Coast Guard helped ice-bound ships last winter
his dock was squeezed aside, damaging pilings and dumping a portion into
the river.

ResEnse:

Activities and their environmental impacts and proposed solutions
related to the Extended Navigation Season Demonstration Program are
discussed in the Fiscal Year 1976 Extended Navigation Season Demonstration
Program Final EIS. A copy has been forwarded to Mr. Rogerson which
outlines this coming year's activities.

S. Comment:

Mr. Rogerson expressed concern that stiffer controls should be
leveled on vessel speeds, particularly during high water levels. He
stated that at normal speeds freighters do very little damage, but
stricter controls should be put on recreational craft speed.

Response:

The Corps of Engineers determines allowable speed limits but
authority to enforce these controls lies with the U.S. Coast Guard.
Complaints of this nature should be addressed to that unit of government.

6. Comment:

It is my observation that the dredged materials, when dumped
into the river, quickly sink to the bottom. Do the freighters, as they
have fairly deep drafts, drag these materials along with them?

Resggnse:

Movement of materials along the river bottom is caused by many
factors, including prop wash from the deeper-draft vessels, velocity
of the current and the amounts of loose materials.

7. Comment:
Commented on construction procedures used by contractors when
opening a canal. Also stated that pile driving operations have no sig-

nificant impact on fish life.
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Response:

Minimal pile driving operations are planned in conjunction with
the St. Clair River maintenance operations. Two pile clusters will be
needed in the Middle Channel to dock the hopper dredge for material
disposal into the MDNR's Harsens Island site. Canals constructed adjacent
to navigable waterways of the United States require permits from the
Corps of Engineers. Construction procedures contained therein must
be adhered to.

8. Comment:
Stated that everyone must consider all aspects of wildlife,

fish, etc., and protect and conserve them, but it is also true that
people also must be considered and allowed to protect their properties.

Resp_onse:

The Corps endeavors to follow a program that considers and
evaluates both economic considerations and the impacts on the natural

environment.
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TABLE 14. Wildife in the Vicinity of the Federal Navigation Channel,
Sc. Clair River, Michigan. %

Class and Species Scientific Group Density Trend
BIG GAME
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginlanus Low Increasing
WATERFOWL
Ducks Anatinae; Aythyinae;
Merginae High Stable
Geese Anserinae Medium Increasing
SMALL GAME
Cottontail Rabbit Sylvilagus flordanus Medium Stable
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus High Stable
Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus Low Stable
Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis Low Decreasing
Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger Medium Stable
Woodcock Philohela minor Low Stable
Mourning Dove Zenaidura macroura High Stable
Bobwhite Quail Colinus virginianus Low Stable
FURBEARERS
Muskrat Ondatra zibethica High Stable
Mink Mustela vison Medium Stable
Beaver Castor canadensis Low Decreasing
Weasel Mustella spp. Medium Stable
Raccoon Procyon lotor Medium Increasing
Skunk Mephitis mephitis High Increasing
Opossum Didelphis marsupialis High Stable
Badger Taxidea taxus Low. Stable
SON-GAME
Woodchuck Marmota monox Medium Stable
Red Fox Vulpes fulva Medium Stable
Gray Fox Urocyen cinereoargenteus Low Stable
Crow Corrus spp. Righ Stable
Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus Low Stable
Coyote Canis latrans hudsonicus Low Stable
Raptors Strigiformes; Buteos Medium Stable
ENDANGERED; THREATENED
Indiana bat Myotis sodalis
UNUSUAL OR UNIQUE ANIMALS
Sandhill Crane Grus camadensis Medium Stable

*Appendix 17 (Wildlife) Great Lakes Basin Framework Study.
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L p" UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V
. - 230 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604

- WAR-24 1976

: Brigadier General Robert L. Moore
- - U.S. Army Corps of Eningeers
North Central Division
536 South Clark Street

%z - Chicago, I1linois 60605 : L &
. S .
l Dear General Moore: R ' '
‘ . _Enclosed for your information is our'report on the bottom sediment
1 ‘ survey conducted on the St. Clair River, Michigan on 5 October 1976.
. The sediments in the St. Clair Cutoff Channel are suitable for restricted
H open lake disposal. These sediments should be dredged first, disposed

of, 2nd covered over by the unpolluted sediments found throughﬂuf the
remainder of the federal project. . . R

~ Sediments from the remainder of the federal projeht are suitable for
unrestricted open lake disposal.

Sincerely yours,

- Christopher M. Timm; Director ' ;
Surveillance and Analysis Division

| Enclosure as
stated

: CC: Col. Hays, Detroit District COEv””'
o " FAB/TSB
. William Turney + +o Michigan ONR

A.R. Hink]hofer, Dir., MODO
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‘mass ratios to tie up metals by an ion~exchange mechanism.

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS - -

Ihé sediments sampled were generally gravel and sand with clay, while
SCR75-10 was all clay (Tables I and III).

The bulk sediment analysis results (Table II) indicates an absence of -
pollution at all stations except SCR75-10 where moderate to heavy

metals pollution was found. The high metals concentrations likely result
from the ability of clay size particles with very high surface area to
(The sample
was 99Z clay size particles - see Table III). Traces of metals
pollution were also found at SCR75-2 and SCR75-6.
Macroinvertebrates were generalily absent (Table I). This is likely
due to the harsh bottom environment rather than to pollution.

Based upon analysis of all the data collected, the sediments at all
sampled sites except SCR75-10 are classified as unpolluted. The
sediments in the vicinity of SCR75-10 are classified as moderately
polluted. -

The sediments at all sites except SCR75-10 are suitable for unrestricted
open lake disposal. 'Because of the moderate pollution found at SCR75-10,
sediments in the St. Clair Cutoff Channel are suitable for restricted
open lake disposal. The restriction placed on their disposal is that
the St. Clair Cutoff Channel be dredged first, disposed of, and be
covered over at the disposal site with the unpolluted sediments found
throughout the remainder of the federal project. )
The previous sediment survey carried out on 25 April 1973 indicated

very high cadmium pollution in the vicinity of SCR75-1 and SCR75-2.

The present survey found only traces of cadmium at these sites.

-
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CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Cme NORTH CENTRAL REGION
(ER-75/832) 2106 DEARBORN STREET, t2nd FLOOR
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 66004
Colonel James E. Hays October 14, 1975

District Engineer

U. S. Army Engineer District
‘Detroit

P. 0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Dear Colonel Hays:

The Department of the Interior has reviewed the Draft Environmental
Statement for Maintenance Dredging of Federal Navio=*"_.n Channels in St.
Clair River, Wayne County, Michigan, as requested i1n Mr. McCallister's
transmittal letter of August 20, 1975, to our Assistant Secretary, Pro-
gram Development and Budget. Our comments relate to areas of our juris-
diction and expertise and have been prepared in accordance with the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMAPCT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The presence of aboriginal sites in the St. Clair Flats area is recog-
nized on page 8 of the statement. As both the cut-off channel and the
north channel cross these flats and maintenance dredging material may be
placed on upland sites, the statement should address the possibility that
such material may adversely impact presently unknown cultural resources.
In order to fulfill the intent of Executive Order 11593, Protection and
Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, the Corps of Engineers should
have all areas affected surveyed by a professional archeologist. Any
sites discovered should be evaluated for inclusion of the National Reg-
jster of Historic Places.

We recommend that the environmental impact statement include language to
the effect that the sponsoring agency has checked the National Register
of Historic Places and, in consultation with the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer, determined that no properties listed on, nominated to, or
eligible for the National Register would be affected by the proposal.

Sincerely yours,

donna F. McGrath
Acting Special Assistant
to the Secretary
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‘\\1 4’6‘ O\JJT‘O
LS 5 _ UNITED STATES & ~%
3 2 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 2 2
; v - b =
2 é; REGION V z g‘
% < 230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST ) <
2, N CHICAG 5 % ol

4 paote” H O. ILLINOIS »0608 2276 1aT®

Mr. P. McCallister

Chief, Engineering Division

U.S. Amy Engineer District, Detroit
P. O. Bax 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Dear Mr. McCallister:

We have campleted our review of the Draft Envirommental Impact State-
ment (EIS) for Maintenance Dredging of the Federal Navigation Channels
in the St. Clair River, Michigan as requested in your letter of
August 20, 1975.

Lt jeneral, the EIS adequately describes the project. However, in order
to e»sluate the project's environmental impacts, additional information
1s required on the "upland" shore disposal sites mentioned on pages 1,
3, 23 and 25. The location of these sites should be specified and
1llustrated on a map or aerial photo exhibit. Furthermore, a detailed
description of the envirommental setting of each of these sites should
be presented with a discussion of its past and present use, if any.

As you know, we commented on a Public Notice for this project on March 25,
1975 and requested that dredge spoil not be placed upon wetlands or
shallow water areas along St. Clair River or in St. (lair Lake. Every
effort should be made to preserve and protect the river and delta wetlands
in the project area.

ur Suly 19, 1974 letter to your office indicated that the bottam sediments
in the St. Clair River Federal Navigation Chamnel at river miles 17.5

and 37.0 are polluted. Since the sampling coverage in these two areas
w#as poor, and no delineation was made of the polluted zone, we resampled
“nis river on September 29, 1975. This sampling schedule was noted in
aar September 11, 1975 letter to Brigadier General Moore. As soon as

‘e results of this survey are available, we will reevaluate the existing
1., tional classification of the river. WwWhere bottom sediments are
wrermunad polluted, delineation of the polluted zones will be provided.
~w» 15 should discuss the history of mercury - contaminated sediments in
e 5. Lalr Raver.

wwiar: vz sewage treatment in St. Clair County (Algonac, Ira and Clay
w x .4 . 1 facillities plan under an EPA planning grant has been sub-
.+ .+ llair ounty for improved sewage treatment collection and
- " .. awup Jrants are currently being processed.




In accordance with EPA procedures, we have rated this project as LO

(lack of dbjection) and have classified the EIS as Category 2

(additional information is required to fully evaluate the project's

total environmental impact). The date and classification of our camments
will be published in the Federal Register in accordance with our
responsibility to inform the public of our views on other agency's

projects. We appreciate the opportunity to review this Draft EIS. When

the Final EIS is filed with the Council on Envirommental Quality, please
forward two copies to us. If you have any questions regarding our comments,
please contact Mr. Gary A. Williams at 312/353-5756.

Sincerely yours,

’ r oo
D il
Donald A. Wallgren
Chief,
Federal Activities Branch




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Washington, D.C. 20230

November 3, 1975

Mr. P. McCallister

Chief, Engineering Division

Corps of Engineers - Detroit District
U. S. Department of the Army

P. 0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

ATTN.: Mr. Jack Collis

The draft environmental impact statement ''Maintenance Dredging
of the Federal Navigation Channels in the St. Clair River,
Michigan'", which accompanied Mr. B. G. DeCook's letter of
August 20, 1975, has been received by the Department of Com-
merce for review and comment.

The statement has been reviewed and the following comments are
offered for your consideration.

The draft environmental impact statement decribes a navigation
chamnel extending the length of the St. Clair River, but does
not indicate whether all or segments of the channel will be
dredged. U. S. Environmental Protection Agency analyses of
bottom sediments (Page 19, paragraph 2; Table 8, page A-5; and
Table 13, page A-11l) leads them to conclude that the bottom
sediments are polluted. Until specific reaches are determined
to be unpolluted, the EPA observations should preclude any
maintenance dredging.

Use of the projected disposal site in Lake Huron (Page 3, para-
graph 1) will not isolate spoil as implied but can create
problems. Water depth at the site is 12 to 18 feet; this is
shallow enough that relatively minor wave action and littoral
drift will disperse sediments in Lake Huron and move the
sediment back into the river through resuspension and traction.

The rationale on Page 21, paragraph 1, ignores the total problem
of suspended material by dismissing it once this material has
left the river. A primary control on suspended sediment trans-
port is the stream velocity. The marked decrease at the head

S

The Assistant Secretary for Science and Technology
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of Lake St. Clai- will cause a substantial part of the load
to drop out of suspension rather than to diffuse widely
through the lake. Significance of this problem relates to
the degree of pollution of the material put into suspension.

On page 23, (Effect on terrestial biota) planned disposal
sites are not identified. These should be known before oper-
ations so that site specific impacts can be looked at. We
hope that the Corps of Engineers will work with the State
Dredge Spoil Disposal Committee in determining sites. 4

Removal of shoals from the river will restore the navigation
channel to project dimensions. River water will returm to
project levels. Disposal of the spoil in other parts of the
river will cause minor, not measurable, raise of water levels.
The net effect on water levels from dredging and spoil dis-
posal will be of a minor raise over the project levels.

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to provide these com-
ments, which we hope will be of assistance to you. We would
appreciate receiving six (6) copies of the final statement.

Sincerely,

Y ,'gﬂa:::.
‘Sidney R. G4ller

Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Environmental Affairs

B~




Advisory Council

On Historic Preservation
1522 K Street N.W.
Washingten, D.C. 20005

September 5, 1975

U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit
P.J. Box 1027 !
Detroit, Michigan 48231 !

ATTN: Environmental Resources Branch
Dear Sir:

This is in response to your request of August 20, 1975, for comments
on the draft environmental statement for the proposed maintenance
dredging of the St. Clair River Federal navigation channels, Michigan.
Pursuant to its responsibilities under Section 102(2)(C) of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966; Executive Order 11593 of May 13, 1971;

and the Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties'" (36 CFR Part 800), the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation has determined that while you have discussed i
the historical and archeological aspects related to the proposed i
undertaking, the Council needs additional information to adequately
evaluate the effects on those cultural resources. Please furnish
additional data indicating:

a. Compliance with Section 800.4(a) of the Council's Procedures

Under Section 800.4(a), the Corps is responsible for
identifying properties located within the area of the
undertaking's potential environmental impact that are
included in or eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. The final environmental
statement on this project should be revised to reflect
compliance with this section in regard to eligible
National Register properties.

b, Contact with the Michigan State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO)

To insure a comprehensive review of cultural resources,
the Advisory Council suggests that the final environmental
statement contain evidence of contact with the Michigan
State Historic Preservation Officer and that a copy of

his comments concerning the effects of the undertaking
upon these resources be included in the final statement.

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the ficld of Historic Prescrvation.
s-7




——

Should you have any questions or require any additional asaistance,
pleage contact Jordan Tannenbaum at 202-254-3380 of the Advisory
Council staff.

Sincerely yours,

o

CL"’ John D. McDermott
Director, Office of Review and
Compliance




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE Room 101. 1405 South Harrison Road
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

September 8, 1975

U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit
P.0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

ATTN: Environmental Resources Branch

Gentlemen:

The draft environmental impact statement for the proposed maintenance
dredging of the St. Clair River Federal navigation channels to the
authorized project depth, was received by this office for review and
comment.

We have reviewed the draft environmental impact statement and have
the following comments:

Throughout the Statement it is insinuated that the major portion of
the dredged material will be disposed of in deep water and the deep
water disposal sites have been identified in the Statement. However,
it is noted that a portion of the dredged material is to be placed
ashore at upland sites. The Statement does not indicate the extent
of the upland disposal, neither the yardage to be disposed of nor

the land area to be used for the upland disposal. The Statement also
does not indicate the proposed location of the upland disposal areas

nor affect on land use of the upland disposal. It would seem desirable

to expand the Statement to cover these items.

In paragraph C (1) (d), it is stated, "The periodic placement of dredged
material would impede the establishment of vegetative cover." It would
seem desirable to state that re-establishment of vegetative cover is
part of the project.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on this proposed
project.

Sincerely yours,

t

Arthur H. Cratty
State Conservationist




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
NORTHEASTERN AREA, STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY
6816 MARKET STREET, UPrER DARSY. Pa. 19082
(215) 596-1618
8400
October 6, 1975

Mr. P. McCallister

Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

Detroit District, Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Refer to: Draft Environmental
Statement, St. Clair River
Navigation Channels .

Dear Mr. McCallister:

We believe that impacts of the above project on land
vegetation will be minor. Perhaps shrubs and trees
could be used to improve aesthetic appearances of
diked disposal sites.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this report.

Sincerely,

r /

/"/ i ; .

DALE O. VANDENBURG ™'
Staff Director

Environmental Quality Evaluation

/
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DETROIT AREA OFPICE
STH RLOOR, FIRST NATIONAL BUILDING, 660 WOODWARD AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226

' ¥.g

i H ' \ DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
|
5
5».‘.

100 South Wecke Drive September 18, 1975 -

Chicago, [llinoie 60606 1N REPLY REFER TO:
5.1PP (Furton)
Tel. (313)226~7906

Mr. P. McCallister

Chief, Engineering Division

Attn: Environmental Resources Branch

U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit

P.0. Box 1027 )
Detroit, Michigan 48231 N

Dear Mr. McCallister:

Re: Draft Enviranmental Impact Statement
Maintenance Dredging of Federal Navigational
Channels in the St.Clair River, Michigan

The subject draft statement has been reviewed and no objections
to the action are warranted.

However, from a planning perspective relative to existing and
proposed residential use, the onshore land fills should be
adequately identified.

Any negative impacts insofar as amenties of residential use may
be reduced or depreciated in valuation would be an important
consideration in the environmental clearance of a project proposed
for H.U.D, participation.

The opportunity for comment is appreciated.
Sim:erely, q

| / 'Z* 'r #wf;w

Wésley F. Fﬁrtcn
Acting Enviranmental
Clearance Officer

8-1/




STATE OF MICHIGAN

pe
NATURAL AESOURCES COMMISSION @
CAAL T JONNEON

£ M ATALA WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor
WARY P sweLs DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
::v;“ WHTELEY HOWARD A. TANNER, Director

CHARLES Q. YOUNGLOVE

September 17, 1975

Mr. Philip McCallister
Environmental Resources Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Re: NCEED-ER
Dear Mr. McCallister:

We have reviewed the draft environmental impact statement on the
proposed Maintenance Dredging of Federal Navigational Channels in

the St. Clair River. We find the statement basically adequate in

the description of the project and much of the associated environmental
impacts.

Our major concern is in regard to the disposal sites for the dredged
materials. We strongly object to the proposed disposal site located

in the North Channel adjacent to Point AuChenes (Figure 2), These

are important sturgeon grounds and a large complement of brown trout
(20,000 this past year) are stocked in this area. We are therefore
absolutely opposed to any dumping of dredge spoils in the north channel.

With reference to the disposal area identified in Lake Huron 3% miles
north of the Blue Water Bridge, we would prefer that the spoil be
deposited in deeper water to the north,a mile further out, in about 40
feet of water near the U,S.-Canadian boundary., The 15 to 20=foot
depths in the designated area are walleye, perch, and catfish grounds
which seasonally attract many fishermen and should not be disturbed.

It would also appear that materials deposited at the designated site in
depths of 20 feet or less and within {-mile of the navigation channel,
would be moved back into the channel to the south during a northeaster.

A08- /78




Philip McCallister 2. September 17, 1975

It is also stated (page 3) that the dredged materials may be placed on
shore at selected upland sites. The location of these sites is not given.
They should be identified and described in the statement. Where are

these sites?

We are also concerned over the distribution of fines during the dredging
process due to the history of mercury useage and disposal into the St. Clair
River channel. While the data presented in Tables 9 and 10 would indicate
that the presence of mercury in the sediments is within the standard, we
remain concerned about the dispersion of mercury and other heavy metals
(i.e. zinc) which can be widely spread by the strong currents over the
bottom of the channel and Lake St. Clair downstream and can subsequently
enter the food chain. We reiterate our comments provided in the response
to the draft environmental impact statement on the maintenance dredging
of navigation channels (downstream) in Lake St. Clair (our letter, Sept. 5,
1975). Has the Corps conducted any research on methods of clarifying
overflow waters during dredging activities?

Additionally, we would urge that a larger number of sediment samples be
taken by the EPA in future years along this navigation channel. This is
important to make certain that the levels of mercury and other heavy metals
remain well within the EPA guidelines and to insure that any chemical con-
tainment problem will be quickly detected and corrected.

The remainder of our comments will be addressed to page and paragraph
of the text.

Page 1, paragraph 3

It is stated that the derrickboat is scheduled for maintenance operations
June 5 to August 30, 1975, We assume the year cited is an error, and
will be corrected in the final statement.

Also, mention should be made whether the dredging will begin in the upper-
most reach of the area to be dredged and proceed downstream. This would
seem desirable to minimize re-deposition of disturbed materials back into
the channel.

Page 20, "Environmental Impact"

This section does not adequately describe how dredging will affect various
species of fish--their reproduction, migration, feeding and living. This
aspect should be thoroughly covered in the final environmental impact
statement,




Philip McCallister 3. September 17, 1975

Page 21, paragraph 4
We agree that the dredging does not directly affect shoreline erosion

problems. However, the large ships that use the deepened channel do
cause some degree of erosion damage. This should be mentioned in
the statement.

Finally, P.A. 326 of 1913 states that approximately 18, 000 acres of the
St. Clair Flats are dedicated to the paramount use for public hunting
and fishing. Information contained in paragraphl on page 14 seems
contrary to this Act. We suggest this be clarified or corrected in the
final statement.

Should vou have any questions regarding our position on the designated
disposal sites or other comments made on the environmental statement,

please contact us.
Sincerely, < -

Howard A. Tanner
Director




HIGHWAY COMMISSION STATE OF MICHIGAN

Peter B. Fletcher My

Chairman Y“

CHARLES H. HEWITT ]
Vice Chairman .

Hannes Mevers, Jr. WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, GOVERNOR
CARL V. PELLONPAA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION

STATE HIGHWAYS BUILDING —~ POST OFFICE DRAWER K — LANSING. MICHIGAN 48904
JOMN P. WOOQODFORD, DIRECTOR

August 27, 1975

Mr. P. McCallister, Chief
Engineering Division

U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit
P. 0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Dear Mr. McCallister:

The Environmental Liaison Section has reviewed the Draft
Znvironmental Statement for "Maintenance Dredging of
Federal Navigational Channels in the St. Clair River,
Michigan", and believes the need for this project (mainte-
nance of the waterway for safe passage of Yatiomal and
International waterborne commerce) is obvious and clearly
defined in the Statement. The Statement does, however,
raise three important issues which should be clarified in
the Final Environmental Statement. These are:

1. There is an inconsistency between the state-
ment on page L which indicates "all materials
scheduled for removal from the St. Clair River
are from stretches classified as being clean
and suitable for open water disposal." How-.
ever, on page 30, the statement indicates the
Environmental Protection Agency's testing in
1973~74 showed bottom sediments are polluted
and non-tested sediments should not be assumed
non-polluted and such areas should be sampled
and classified prior to maintenance dredging."”

2. The statement notes that "removed material will
be disposed in deep open water areas, or placed
ashore at upland sites.”" Although the location
of deep water disposal sites are clearly shown
in Figure No. 2, the upland sites are not.
Since upland disposal could have a very severe
adverse environmental impact due to the high
water table of upland sites adjacent to the
river, it is suggested if such upland sites
are used that their locations be shown.




Mr.

P.

McCallister

August 27, 1975

Page 2

On page 1, it is indicated that this mainte-
nance operation will be performed "in 1975 and
subsequent years thereafter as required to
remove shoals." This statement seems to sug-
gest that this Environmental Statement is of
the "class action" variety and additional
Statements will not be prepared for subsequent
years., Although this procedure would be ac-
ceptable if such things as the condition of
bottom sediments do not change, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency's test results show
bottom conditions can and often do change.
Therefore, it is suggested that a clarification
be made of whether additional Statements will
be prepared for subsequent dredging and, if so,
under what conditions.

Sincerel}%@k/y/{

{;1 G. bert Adams, Administrator
Environmental and Community
Factors Division
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City Engnnesring Department September 3, _77% City of Detronut
Ninth l“w Cadhllac Tower
Detrost. Michwgan ,322¢

3ENMJJC

Maintenance Dredging
Shanne.s in “he 3t. llair Uver

lo.che. James . iays
Zepar<ment I “he UWy

cetroit Jiatrict. Jorrs o Ingineers
2. 2. 3ox .2&7

cetrois, .ianigan €221

Attention: P. oCa’ister

Jear 3ir:

The sbove proposed project has been reviewed ingofar as Detroit
1%y Inglneering Departasat interests are ooncerned.

There i{s no apparent coaf_iat Jetween Detroit ity Engineering
Jeparwment interests and the proposed operations.

‘Tary =ruly sours,

GS
J8:ajs
ee: Tile




P.0. Box 1027
Detroit, Michigan 48231

Madmaﬂ%mmofﬁuWMSm-rt
issusd August 25, 1975.

Vuytmlyyoizs,
N
s T
D. Suhre
Director of Enginesring

a1




September 4, 197%

U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit
P.0. Box 1027
Detroit, Michigan 482131

ATTENTION: Epvizonmental Resources Branch

SUBJRCT: U.8. Army Corps of Engineers
Draft Environmental Statement,
"Haintenance Dredging of Pederal
Navigation Channels in the St.

Gentlemen:

The Detroit Bdison Company has reviewed
the above referred Draft Enviroomental Statement, and
believes the work, as proposed, to be in the best
interests of Rdison and our customers and residents
of southeastern Michigan.

Sincerely,

Cabl T (V. O ex’
Robert A. Bri

Director
Architectural-Civil
Bgineering Division
Generation Engineering
Department

PEC 1 kw

4-/9
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\ICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OFf STATE “¥SRip

t
1ICHARD H. AUSTIN  SECRETARY OF STATE 3'_4{ A e
. . s~ 7 MICHIGAN 48918

Uyt i
MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION |

ADMINISTRATION, ARGINVES.
METORIC SITES. A0 APUBLICATIONS

September 29, 197S nrericee

STATE MULSUM
908 M. Weslngits Avenud
1737300818

- i
U.S. Azmy Corps of Engineers, Detroit District i
?.0. Box 1027 !
Detroit, MI 48231 ]
Atsa.: Environmental Resources Braach ‘,‘

Gantlemen:

Dr. Lawrence PFinfer, Eavironmental Review Coordinator, has
zsviewed the proposals for maintenance dredging and disposal
ia tae following areas:

1]
;ugu iay;ni ver

St. Marys River/Straits of Mackinac
Grand Raven Harbor/Grand River

He coac.lud.l that these projects will have no effact on
cultural resources. Thank you for giving us the opportunity
to comment.

Sincersly yours,

ZZZ G2 P77 Bgulbn,”

Bigelow
Dinczor. Michigan History Division

luu Ristoric Pressxrvation Officer




APPENDIX C

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO
PUBLIC NOTICE CONCERNING MAINTENANCE DREDGING,
ST. CLAIR RIVER

Cc-1 APPENDIX: C




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
DETROIT DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1027
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48231

N REPLY ACF IR TO

NCECO-0 12-STC 12 February 1975
EC PURLIC NOTICE |

r HOPPER DREDGE AND DERRICKBOAT MAINTENANCE
ST. CLAIR RIVER

‘1. The U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers proposes to perform annual

maintenance dredging of the Federal Navigation Channels in St. Clair
River, in 1975 and in each subsequent vear when required to remove
shoaling. The material removed will be disposed in deep open water
or placed ashore at upland seources. "All materials scheduled for
removal from the St, Clair River are from stretches classified as
being clean and suitabkle for open water disposal.

. 2. The proposed dredging is being reviewed under the following laws:

——

Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956,
the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, the
Endancered Species Act of 1973, as well as the various Congressional
Acts authorizing construction and maintenance of the Federal project.

3. The annual removal of shoaling of these navigation channels is
essential to the safe navigation of domestic and foreign deep draft
vessels sailing between Lake St. Clair and Lake Huron. U. S.
waterhorne commerce on the St. Clair River in 1973 was ahout 119
million tons of carmo. :

4. .The Federal project consists of a navigation channel extending
fron the 30 foot contour of Lake Huron through the St. Clair River
to Algonac, thence throuch the South Channel adiacent to Harsens
Island into Lake St. Clair. Dredrine in the fanadian waters of the
Cut Nff Thannel is not accomplished bv the United States Government,
and is not a part of the dredgines under consideration here. The
material removed consists mostlv of sand and silt. Average annual
volume of material removed is about 130,000 cubic vard.. The
maintenance 1s accomplished bv a Corps of Fngineers hopper dredge
working during summer and autumn and a Corps of Fanpineers der-ickhoat
workine during soring and summer.

S. The open water disposal sites used by the hoovper dredge are located

in deep water off Lake Huron, 3-1/4 miles north of the Blue Water Bridge
and {n deep water off the North Channel adjacent to Point AuChenes.

(See sketch).Dredred material may also be placed ashore at an upland

site. The material removed by derrickboat is small in volume and consists
orimarilv of scattered ohstructions of hard material. The latter will be
disposed of in deen water outside and adjacent to the section of the
channel from which it vas removed, or dlaced ashore at upland sites.

Inc. No. 1
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NCEGC-0 12-STC
ROPPER DREDGE & DERRICKBQAT 12 February 1975

MAINTENANCE ST, CLAIR RIVER

6. The removal of this material, including the disposal, is part of the
regular annual maintenance. Copies of this notice are being sent to the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of the Interior, the Coast
Guard, the State of Michigan, the Department of Commerce, St. Clair County,
the City of Port Huron, the City of Marysville, the City of Marine City,
the City of Algonac, and other Federal, State and Local agencies, as well
as to known interested groups and individuals.

7. -A preliminary determination has been made that an Environmental Statement
shall be prepared for the maintenance of this project. The Environmental 1
Assessment thereof is under preparation. This is in additiom to the

Environmental Statement which has been published in final form for the new confined
disposal site on Dickinson Island, St. Clair River and which after completion will
be for disposal of polluted material dredged from the United States section of the
Cut-0ff Channel,

8. Any person who has an interest which may be affected by the disposal of this
dredged material may request a public hearing. The request must be submitted in
writing to the District Engineer within thirty (30) days of the date of this ]
notice and must clearly set forth the interest which may be affected and the
manner in which the interest may be affected by this activity.

9. Designation of the proposed disposal sites for dredged material associated
with the Federal project shall be made through the application or guidelines
promulgated by the Administrator EPA in conjunction with the Secretary of .the .
Army. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation of these proposed
disposal sites, any potential impairment to the maintenance of navigation,
including any economic impact om navigation and anchorage which would result from
the failure to use this disposal site, will also be considered.

10. This notice is being published in conformance with 33 US Code of Federal
Regulations 209.145, "Federal Register, Vol, 39, No. 141, Monday, 22 July 1974,
pP. 26635-26641". Any interested parties desiring to express their views
concerning the proposed disposal may do so by filing their comments in writing
vith this office not later than 4:30 P.M., 30 days from date of issuance of
this notice.

JAMES E. BAYS
Colonel, Corps ot Engineers
District Engineer

Notice to Postmasters:

It is requested that the above notice be conspicuously and continuously
posted for 30 days from the date of issuance of this notice.

- - —— . . . . 12




STATE OF MICHIGAN : .

URAL AESOURCES COMMIEIION @q ‘
QLAY P SNELL \ . .

Orerran b Qa ;
TARL T. JOMNSON R as”
TANAY o TELEY : WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor
PM . WOLFE
MHAALES G. YOUNGLOVE .- DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
' STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48328

A. GENE GAZLAY, Director

‘ February 20, 1975

Di stlr'i ¢t Engineer

Detroit District ' . NCECO-0 o , |
U. S. Corps of Engineers Refer to your file _ 12-STC i ]
‘We acknowledge receipt of your public notice dated _12 February 1975 with

reference to the application of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
{name and address of appificant)

for a Federal permit _maintenance and hopper dredge
{description of project)

in St. élair River
(water affected)

The Cepartment of Natural Resources ( ) will object (X) will not object to the
work as proposed. Under authority of (X) Act 346, P.A. 1972, as amended, -

() Act 247, P.A. 1955, as amended, a permit ( ) has been (X) has not been .

issued to the applicant.

Our objection is based on the foilowing:

Our aoproval is subject to the following:
State permit not requitjed.

Copies to:
Regional Manager _Laycoc
Fish Division |

>~

DALE W. GRANGER, Chief
Hydrological Survey Division

Game Division
Water Resources ,
Waterways s ] 9 C /] A
District Adams - Boyer = SN~k
ot Fed. Pollution - @ U. J. Haywood .
e Applicant ~ . Submerged Lands Management Section
e’ = 2 e-4 Bureau of Water Management
A J : ﬂ%'-& . Inco NO. 2
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«Department of the Army

Ditroit District, Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Re:

Dear Sir:

DEPARTMEMT OF TRAMSPORTATION gg‘:m:,:g’&“’
¢ (m%p)
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD Ninth Coast Guard District

1240 East 9th St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44199
Phone: 216-522-3919

5922
5 March 1975

Notices of Application for Permit
NCECO-0 16-SG

NCECO-0 20-SG

NCECO-0 12-STC L—

i
i

The Notices of Application for Permit listed above have been revieéed
by this office and at this time we interpose no objectionms.

Sincereli,

CLA

o

E.ISK SULLIVAN

Commander, U. S. Coast Guard

Chief, Marine Safety Division (Acting)
By direction of the Commander,

Ninth Coast Guard District

.

Copy to:
COMDT (G-WEP)

PRHTS DET DST
1I0OWR75 1333

C-9 , Inc. No. 3




REh e A A et il s

IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
HIOWEST REGION
1709 JACKSON STREET

7423 OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 :
L7423 MR CL WAR 5 1975 :

. Colonel James E. Hays

District Engineer

Detroit District, Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Dear Colonel Hays:

Reference your notices of Fehruary 12, 1975, pertaining to maintenance
dredging in the st, Clair R.wer, Saugatuck Harbor, and Saginaw River,
Michigan.

No established or studied units of the National Park Service or sites
registered or eligible for registration as National Historic, Natural
or Envirormental Bducational Landmarks appear to be adversely affected
by the proposal. Accordingly, we have no objections to the performance
of this work as related to these areas.

The National Park Service Midwest Archeological Center has no records

of any archeological sites in the immediate area of the proposed actions.
Our only cament is that in the event archeological remains are revealed
by dredging activities, operations should be suspended and immediate
notification provided to Dr. James E. Fitting, State Archeologist,
Michigan History Division, Michigan Department of State, 208 North Capitol
Avenue, lansing, Michigan 48918.

The State Historic Preservation Officer should be contacted for information
on other properties eligible for, or already entered on the National
Register of Historic Places. The SHPO to contact is Dr. Martha Bigelow,
Director, Michigan History Division, Department of State, Lansing, Michigan
48918.

The National Register should also be consulted. The National Register
includes established National Park Service historic areas, national
historic landmarks and properties of regional, state or local significance
which are nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
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Should these consultations reveal that any cultural resources will suffer
adverse imrpact because of the proposed actions, a detailed plan for
preservation of threatened remains or mitigations of the impact should
be implemented prior to the issuance of the permits.

Sincerely yours,
vl gl
Beal

Merrill D.
Regional Director




| * -
U.S. DEPARTVIENT OF COMIMERCE
Mztional Cceanic and Atmoaspheric Administration
NATIONAL MAQINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Federal Building, 14 Elm Street
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

-
c————

;r

March 10,;1975
o j : ]
} )

l'\ I . , |
Col. James E. Hays

District Engineer
Department of the Army : L
Corps of Engineers

P.0. Box 1027

Detroit, Michigan 48231

" Dear Colonel Hays: ,
We have received project plans for the public notices listed
on the attached sheet concerning Federal navigation channel
maintenance dredging projects.

- .
Although we appreciate having the opportunity to review these
notices of application, we will be unable to evaluvate their
adequacy or to comment upon them because of present budget
and staff limitations.

incerely yours,

Russell T. Norris

Regional Director

Attachment
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Public Notice No.

NCECO-0
NCECO-0-11WL
~~=JNCECO-0~-12STC
NCECO-0-15FR
NCECO-0-16SG
NCECO-0-17LUD
NCECO-0-18CH
NCECO-0-19PE
NCECO-0-20SG
NCECO-0-21LE
NCECO-0-23LL

" Date

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
r‘b.
’eb.
Feb.
r‘b.
Feb.
Peb.
reb.

c-9

3, 1978
3, 1975
12, 1975
3, 1975
12, 1975
3, 1975
3, 1975
3, 1975
12, 1975
3, 1975
3, 1975
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"-.,.w"' UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION v
230 SOUTH DEZARSOAN STREXY
CMICAGO, ILLINOIS 60804

Colonel James E. Heys R
District Engineer MAR <. "“S
U. S. Army Enginser District, Detroit

P. 0. Box {027

Dstroir, Michigan 48231

Deer Colone! Haeys:

Reterance |s made to Pubiic NoTice NCECO-O 12-STC tor Hopper Dredge and
Derrickboar Maintenance Dreaging of t™he Federa! Navigation Channeis in

St. Clair River, Michigan #n.ch vas Transmitted t0 us on Feoruary |2,

1975. 48 note that it is the purpose of the proposed action as described

in sub ect Pupiic Notice TO aispose sediment matrerials from t™e St. Cla:ir
River in open water disposal sites. Since the Public Notice is not specitic
10 what reaches of St. Clair River will be dredged and subject TO open
water disposal practices, we request that this informetion dbe prowded to
US SO That we may verity which sTretches have been "cCiassified as being
cliean and suitaoie for open wavter dispossl.” For U.S. EPA's del!inestion of the
poiluted sediment zones and Junpol!uted sediment zones ot Str. Clair River,
please contact Mr. David Krsus, Great Lakes Surveillance Branch at 312-353-
5826.

Due to the nigh ltevels ot mercury in St. Clair River's sediments and *he
potential adverse effects of increasing concentrations of waterdorng mercury
upon the aquatic ecosystem Dy apen watTer disposal of mercury polluted sed:i-

. ments, reaches of St. Clair River not previously samp.e0 or classitied by ™e

U. S. EPA shou! nOT De assSumed TO D@ unpoliuted. Any SuCh areds within *he
project iimits should be sampied prior to maintenance areaging, and if sucn
sediments are classitied poliutea dy U. S. EPA, these seqiments mpy require
conf i nement.

According To the Pubiic Notice, spoil may be placed "...ad jacent to the
section of ™e channel from ehich it was removed, OFf DIlaced ashore at uplang
sites.” A considersdbie number ot wetiands exist west Of AigonacC siong the
navigetion chamne!. Spoil shouid not be Placed upon wetiands or shal low

water Inlers siong ™e St. Clair River or in St. Clair Lake. U. S. EPA oetines
wetiands in rhe May 2, 1972 fegers! isTer as Swamps, D0Q8, 8nd other
Iow=lying areas enich Juring some Jeriod of *ne resr «iil de covered 'n part dy
Natursl nont!ood «aters. [T i3 Ourlr POLICY ™0 give Darticular cognizance to
8Ny proposal That nas ™e potential 10 JemEgQe Such «etiands, O Mecogni re
their vaius and 1o Dreserve and Drotect t™em from Jameging misuses. The

Corps of Enginsers poiicy regarding ‘he safeguard 3t <etiands 8s deSCrided in
the Apriil 3, 1974 fegeral iSTOr 8 Nighly aesirsdbie angd congistent with

Iac. @. 6
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our own views. Such policy could substantially discourage the
unnecessary alteration and destruction of wetiands considered to be
vital to a deita-estuary.

We note that a Draft Environmgntal [mpact Statement (E(S) for Main-
tenance Dredging on the St. Clair River is being prepared. As you

know, we reviewed the Draft EIS for a Confined Disposal Facility (COF)
on Dickinson Island on December 22, 1972. Consideration should be
given t0 the recommendations made in these comments with regard to
minimizing the potential adverse water quality effects of maintenance
dredging and disposal. A copy of our comments on the Draft EIS for this
COF have been attached for your convenience.

Local water treatment plants served by the St. Clair River should be
continually kept info.med of maintenance dredging activities so appro-
priate treatment adjustments or shutoff can be made. Dredging and

disposal operations should pe timed to prevent any interference with

fish spawning and migration to and thry the St. Clair River from Lake

St. Clair and/or Lake Huron. All necessary precautions should be taken

fo mitigate the adverse effects on benthos, nursery and fgeding grounds when
disposing of dredge materials.

The opportunity to comment on this Public Notice Is appreciated.
Sincerely yours,
-’
/D...c/ﬂ/%«—/
ODonald A. Wallgren

Chief,
Federal Activities Branch

C-+ti




. ) ENVIRONHFNTAL PROTECTION ACENCY
. 1 North Wacker Drive .
: Chicago, Lllinois 60606

Decembor 22, 1972

Colcacl i'yrun B, Snoke, lislrict Tnrineer
UsN, Amy Tutincer District, Detrefit

P.0, Tox 1027

Dctiolt, liichizun 43231

Pear Colonel fSrokes

Relarcnce s wrde to your latter of Octaber 2, 1972, requcsting our
coi.tcats on thc Uraft Lavatonmental Iuncet Statement (LiL) Joc tha
Dilicd Ulswosal Avca oa Picliiuson Isliawd, Hehi, ca. Ve tnolo,ize for
the dclay in raplying to your raquert, Ve have cusnleted our reviuw
cnd Lelleve tic project to ke environ:entally sacizfsetory. i'e
suliait the foullosing cocacnts pertainiag to thiz particular project:

1l Descrintion of ‘~ticn, Tha LIS should contain the nrelicincry
plans ior thc diic and the outfall weir coastructioa., These
plans should include a cro.s czectional view with iZ:atdfication
of Cwe raberials used In tue connciuction of tue aii® ana the
probable cources of these materials, A calculetion of the
winirun detcntion time should zlso Le tncluded ia tiic L1S.

There cthould be zn edequate vonding area {n thae coataiuent
basin vhen the ccewaulation of dredee snoll approacies design
canacity. This is a ncceszary rcquirsment to fnsure that
suflicicnt detention tine {35 obtzined in order to r-wvae a
maxizua rount of settlcable solids throuchout the lifo of
the project.

The L1353 should discuss vhethcr or not private dred:ingy
contractors will be allowca to use tha disposal facility, If
priviata contractcts are cllowed the usc of the di:-posal site,
the rcequircnents {or fees, cyuipmont, and pollution control
should be diccursed,

2, Envirsr=ceneal Scttine $ithout the Preicect, A proeraa of ;
wildlile naaiseneal vag Lentaoncd as beint dndtictcd by the _ !
Michifan Departient of !latuiral “esourcas. An outline of thi:s
prog=n and the rilccts that the projcct will have on it , |
should be included in the EIS,

3.

The Livironrental Irnact of Lhie Proposed Action, The LIS
alould ine G

did & Ulscussion o the eziccts or dredging

y ' Inecl. No. 6 - Attachmeat A
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Colai:l !yvou P, Srohe, Distriet Uninzer
U5, A=y Inzlveee Districe, Lotvolit

4,

H¢it “atn, Leidueiy Litid

tercuty=cont- i iration sroil on the #nuatic envirvormeut, As an
ens le, Uw folleving pazanwerhe ar2 erncampted {103 L7A renort
1:12-72-977, £:n0o0) 6t irenee Coatndtnctiva dn Frocioioiir

"lercury=couti::lzated dredse spoil placed on a landffll
roy velenze seicury deo Lo ouldatfon cid lexelidn,
fielcarae of ricicury oy bta nuavonted Ly prouper Lardfill
desiza to prevant pareolaticn eud indiltratien of
oxysune=xich unter, and by sddin: lens-chain aliiyl thiols +
to lha spoil a3 it i put {nwe place.”

"iechanicel dredaing of mercury-contaminated sedinients
&y lucraase local concentrations of watorioie arcury
froa lces thaa 1 ppb tu values on die ordar of 0,1 to
1.0 ppine  Gf this incresce, less that 1% 13 ia tha fown
ef wvater=solulle merveury, The recainlng 997 repvescuts
nareury bound to particulate matter, vwhich will b2
redistributed by setilin~, Tho scdimzat o redistrilutad
uill B3 readily 4njested tv Lotten~{ceding fisli. On thc
beais ef lobarztory e:rncrirnts, we astfiate tiiat the
acount of morcury vecusscuded in the weter vy ba on the
order oi 107 of that rcsoved with the drsd;e snoil,
Hydreulie drediing mey reduce the aromat oi material
recuspended Lirt will recult in a higher percentage of
water in tie £pofl. The maorcury conzentrations in tac
runoff uvater will prolLably reguire some recuction,"

divarvne Tuvivgn=-atel Nfezts thich Carmnet Te Avafdrd Should

Fan v ove st e 0l vt MR Glsouluuane2 0L siwIiiiug
mATLL3 NG shlivdlainan tuters could hoave najor crverse eflnsts
on honitus ~nd tlsh corwaltics dusing the spawmiag ccascn,
Cunstructlen of tue dirnosal avvaz should ast interieve with
thase ceitienl novinds, & procran of ir-ediate delbrlis reoval
sghould Lo undactelict to prevint the acawwmlceiion of unaf htly,
deloetazioua und srotinti.lly ralluted dobris {rom anteviag Loe
§t, Claiy or ti durth Circazcl of the St. Clair liver,

Spceial care slisuld alweo Lo trlicn to prevent, contrul and romove
any rplllase oi ofls, fuils or uny potenticlly polluted matarials
while vorzins aloag or vitain thc Lake or wivaer's course,

On paze 33, {¢ ig stated "If undcsireilc levels of pollutonts
fron drcliod watericla are detocted witliin the pondii; siatels
vhich coastitvia a tieat to the fecud chain, or In cillunat

waters, opcrations rill bu stoppad and steons will be toion to
corvset the conditionn,” What stens would be.contumplated o

* Mtachment A
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- - Colomszl '

Uoliy STy

P ) et

seon P, Snore, Dlzeriet Lz~incer

s inzer Listriet, Dotrait
v

correct this cituation?

Crustzcerniz have the tindacncy of concentretin- pollutionte
uviithout lLiaving any advexze cflects on themselves., 7Tae

Bl hzv coirconteations ol pollutconts are prsscd un in the food
chin uisl crustseizng suiferiny wenstive cffacte, A

pru, ran ol : viitoring tie cenecittinrions of pollutents in
thoze cruseoes:ns should La esacucted in the acca of L2
Glrpercl site vo detemine 1: wercury is being onidiznd or
1cach:icd Lo tha eite,

Hlethods of coatrolling cilt fron duraijing operailens slould
be consiiccad im ocdiy to protact tiie valuclle fiching
resource of Loke St, Clulr,

V!¢ appicciate the oprortunity to revicw thic EIS, VUhon a copy of tha

Final ElS

cc: Rubye

is filed vith CIQ, pleasc sond us a copy.

Sincerely yours,

Douald A, Vallgren
Chici, Fecderal sctivitics
Eraach :

Mullins, PAO, Washington, D.C.

CEQ, Washington, D.C,

P. Corrado, PAO, FPA, Reg. V., Chgo.

Scarlett Hatcher, OFA, EPA, Washington, D,C, w/cy of EIS

Kathi Weaver, OFA, EPA, Vashington, D,C, w/cy of EIS Questionnaire
Conrad Klevino, Creatlakes Coordinators, Region V, Chgo.

Merle

Tellekson, T,.S., S&A, Region V, Chgo.

W .

. " Attachment A
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STATEMENT OF FINDINGY
ON DETER'INATION NOT TO CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING
ST. CLAIR RIVER, MICHIGAN

In accordance with 33 CFR 209,410, and pertinent laws on which these
regulations are based, I have taken the following actions regarding
the disposal of maintenance dredged material at St. Clair River,
Michigan:

a. Reviewed and evaluated the maintenance operations in the
light of ovcrall public interest. I considered all known environ-
mental, cconomic, and other effects. I found that it is in the
overall public interest to continue maintenance of St. Clair River
Channels concurrently with preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statemenc (A copv of that finding is inclosure No. 1).

b. Issued a public notice describing the proposed disposal site
and method of disposal., The notice invited comment. (See inclosure
No. 2). Response was received from State of Michigan, DNR, without
objection. The Enviroumental Protection Agency responded saying:

(1) Reaches not previously sampled, or classified, should not
be assumed to be unpolluted.

(2) Areas not previously sampled, or classified should be
sampled prior to dredging, and, if polluted, should be confined.

c. Considered other lack of response to the public notice as:

(1) Meaning that there is no objection to the proposed disposal
of dredged material, provided that it is accomplished within the
limitations prescribed by the EPA.

(2) oObviating any need for a public hearing at this time.

(3) Reinforcing my earlier finding that it is in the overall
public interest to accomplish this work concurrently with the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement.

d. Considered the requirements of 33CFR 209.145 to have been

fulfilled, and directed the announced dredging and disposal within
unpolluted reaches of the St. Clair River to proceed as scheduled.

o Slh

JAMES E. HAYS )
Colonel, Corps of Engineers

District Engineer
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~ Absorption - Ability to attract and hold, as water in
a sponge.
Accration - Natural or actificial build-up of land by

=iz ¢r water deposition.

Adsorption - Ability to attract and hold, as paint on
a board.

Aerobic ~ Any biologic process which requires oxygen
to function.

’ Alkalinity ~ A measure of the capacity of a solution to 1
neutralize hydrogen ions and is associated 1
with pH.

Anadromous ~ Type of fish that ascend rivers from the sea
to spawn.

Anaerobic ~ Any biologic process which does not require
. oxygen to function.

Anoxic ~ Without oxygen. Biological decay of orgaanic
and nutrient material in bottom sediments may
consume dissolved oxyger®in the water and
create an anoxic condition at the water-
sediment interface.

Aquatic Plants ~ Plants that grow in water, either floating
on surface, growing up from the bottom of
the body of water or growing under the
surface of the water.

Artificial Nourishment ~ The process of replenishing a beach by
artificial means.

Barge -~ A flat bottomed motorless boat used for
transporting heavy loads (must be moved by
tug or tender).

Baymouth Bar . - A bar extending partially or entirely across

the mouth of a bay.

Benthic - Under water at the bottom of stream lake or
harbor.

Benthic Region - Bottom of a body of water.

Benthos - Bottom dwelling organisms.

Biomagnification - Increasing accumulation of a substance (such

as mercury) from organism to organism in
a food chain.

D-1




Biomass

Biota

BOD

Breakwater

BSIW

Bulkhead
Bulkhead Line
CDF

Chelate

Climate

CoD

Coliform

Conductivity (Specific

Conductance)

Contaninant

Total amount of living material in an area.

All the species of plants and animals occurring
within a certajin area.

Biochemical Oxygen Demand. A measure of

the amount of oxygen consumed in the biological
processes that hreak down organic matter

in water.

A long narrow (rubble mound) pile of rock or
a concrete structure in the water designed
to break or moderate the effect of stom
driven waves. Usually placed out into the
water from shore at an entry channel to
provide safer boat or ship navigation during
stormy weather.

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife (Federal).

A structure separating land and water areas,
primarily designed to resist. earth changes.

A "line" in the harbor beyond which a dock,
pier, wharf or filled area may not extend.

Confined Disposal Facility. Confined diked
disposal area for dredged sediments.

Binding of heavy metal ions to organic
(lignin) fibers; the ions may then be
transported by the fibers as they float in
the water.

The average weather over time for a particular
place.

Chemical Oxygen Demand. The amount of
oxygen required to oxidize organic and
oxidizable inorganic compounds in water.

Any of a number of organisms common to the
intestinal tract of man and animals, whose
presence is an indicator of pollution.

A measure of a solution's capacity to convey
an electrie¢ current,

Something which will in some way dagrade or
dirty another thing or a natural system (such
as oil in a river).

D-z'
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Conventional Pollutants
Copper

Cultural

Datum Plane

Depth, Project

Depth, Control

Diesel Fuel

. Diffusion

Dike

Dissolved Solids

Pheonols, phosplhiorous, nitrogen, irom, oil
and grease, solids and heavy metals other
than mercury.

Copper (Cu) is a heavy metal which in trace
quantities is esserntial to life, but which
in greater amounts is toxic to life.

Produced by man or resulting from man's
actions.

The horizontal place to which soundings,
ground elevations, or water surface elevations
are referred. Also REFERENCE PLANE. The
plane is called a TIDAL DATW{ when defined

by a certain phase of the tide.

The depth below the official (LWD) lake

water level to which navigation channel or
basin dredging by the Corps has been authorized
by Congress.

The actual depth of water that is available
between the water surface and the lake or
river bottom. It may be greater than project
depth immediately after overdredging, or
less than project depth if silcation has
occurred; usually less than project depth.

Light fuel oil burned in diesel motors.

Movement of one substance through another;
for example, an odor in the air, a color in
the water. Distance from the source results
in more diffusion and less intensity.

A mound of earth, sand, clay or other
substance on land or in the water designed
and built to retain something behind it.

The total amount of dissolved material,
organic and inorganic, contained in water
or wastes.

Department of Natural Resources (State).
Dissolved Oxygen. The oxygen freely available
in water. Unpolluted water will contain more
DO than polluted water.

A (permanent) structure projecting out froa
the shore to which a boat or ship can tie up.
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Dredge

Dredge, Dipper

Dredge, Clam-Shell

Dredge, Hydraulic

Dradge, Peterson

- Dredge, Ponar

Dredge, Eckman

Dredging

The equipment used to, and/or at the act of,
removing nuck, sand, gravel oc stones sediment
from harbor and/or navigation channel bottoms.

A barge mounted shovel, powered by steam
or diesel, which operates by forcing its
bucket intcr bottom sediments and scooping
out matsrial. Generally used to dredge
sand, gravel and rock. Operates with sbout
80% solids 20% water. h .

A barge mounted crane with a split-bucket or
clam—-shell suspended from it, powered by
steam or diesel, which operates by dropping
its clam—-shell to the bottom Ly gravity where
it is closed and lifted, along with the
sediments it catches, from the bottom by
wire cables. Generally used for dredging
soft sediments, sand and gravel.

A barge or ship mounted vacuum suction
device, sometimes fictted with an "eggbeater”
type cutter head, powered by asteam or diesel,
which operates by bieaking uy the sediments
with the rotating cutter head and may pump
the material from the bottom through pipes
to a discharge point at some distance from
the equipment, in the water, on land or into
a confinement facility. Generally used for
dredging muck, soft sediments or sand.
Operates with about 20% solids and 80X water.

A small bottom sediment sawpling device which
operates somewhat similar to a clam-shell
dredge. Usually used to sample hard clay,
sand, gravel or stomey bottoms.

A bottom sediment sampling device, smaller
than a Peterson, which operates similar to

a clam-shell dredge. Usually used to sample
soft muck, sand and fine gravel sediments and
assoclated benthos.

A bottom sedinent sampling device, smaller
than a Ponar, which operates similar to a
clam-shell dredge, can be operated and

retrieved by hand. Usually used to sample
soft muck and sand and associated benthos.

A method for deepening and widening streams,
swamps or coastal vaters by scraping and
removing solids from the bottom to restore
the authorized depths in the established
projects.

D-4
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Dunes - Ridges, nounds or hills of looss, winchlown
material, usually sand. Stablz Jduc-s -2
those which are covered with veget:.iiou and
generally not readily susceptibls .- «-usion
by wiad or water runoff. Unscal's:...;es
are those which are bare of vegetacion and
subject to movement or erosion by .ut: wind
and water.

Dynamic . - Active processes - relating to movement.

Ecology ~ The study of organisms and their physical
environment.

E.I.A. - Environmental Impact Assessment

E.I.S. Environmental Impact Statement. A iocument

prepared by a Federal agency on thez environ-
mental impact of its proposals for ieagislation
and other major actions significantly affecting
the quality of the human environmect. Ea-
vironmental impact statements are used as

tools for decision making and are required

by the National Environmental Policvs Act (NEPA).

Environmeat - Total surroundings. Environment pay refer
specifically to man or anipal, natural or
cultural, physical, chemical, biological,
social, economic or any combinatisn of the
above,

" Environmental Impact - A word used to express the extemt or saverity
of an environmental effect.

EPA - Environmental Protection Agency.

Erosion - The wearing away of the land by the action of
wind, water, gravity or a combination thereof.
Shoreland erosion on the Great Lakes is most
often a result of a comwbination of wiad
driving waves beating upon the shore and
forming littoral currents, and high water
levels.

Escarpment = A high vertical rock cliff or bluff which
rises sharply from the water.

Eutrophication - Natural processes which result in water
quality reduction via nutrient enrichment. |
Eutrophication over time changes open lakes |
to swamps and eventually to dry land.
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Evolution
fauna

Fecal Colifora

Flora

Fluvial

Pood Chain

Groin (British, GROYNE)

Groundwater

Barbor

Impact

Iopermeabls

Interface

Jetcty

Change over time.
Animals on. laud or in the water.

A group of organisms common to the intestinal tracts
of man and of animals. ’

Plants on land or in the water.

Relating to sediment deposition by moviag
(river) water.

Movemant of food and energy from coe form of
life to another; for exampls, algas to
zooplankton to fish. -

A shore protective structure (built usually
perpendicular to the shorelins) to trap
lictoral drift or retard erosiom of the
shore. It is narrow in width, and its
length may vary from less than one hundred
to several hundred feet (extendiag from a
point landward of the shorelins out ianto
the water). Groins may be classified as
permeable or impermesble; impermeable groins
having a2 solid or nearly solid structure,
permeable groins having openings through
them of sufficient size to permit passage
of appreciable quancities of littoral drife.

Water that exists in a saturation zone of
the earths crust.

An area of water along the shoreliae which is
protected and affords anchorage to commercial
and recrestional wacer crafte.

The effect of one thing upon another.
"Eavironmsntal"” impacts msy affect any ons

or combination of elements in the total
environmsnt and may be of positive or
negative impact sud of long or short duratiom.

Able to confine water without aany seepage.

The point at which two substances, such as
water and bottom sediments, come together.

A solid structure (somewhat similar in
appearance to a boat dock) which projects
from the shore for control of longshore
drift erosion or sedimentation of the beach.




Latitude

Laach

Laad

Littoral

Littoral Deposits

Littoral Drift

Longitude

Longshore Current

Low Water Datum

Marsh

Methylation

"Boats" designed and built specifically for
hauling bulk c:rgo such as irom ore,
taconite pellets, coal or grain oa the ureat
Lakes. ‘'Averaze' pres<nt day lakers may be
between 600 and 700 feec long and about 30
feet wide and carry 10,000 to 20,000 tou
loads. iew laxers are being built, however,
which are 1,000 feet long, 100 feet wide
and able to carry 40 to 50 thousand touns.

Distance in degrees north or south of the
Equacor (0%).

To remove a substance by water filtratiom or
percolation.

Lead (Pb) a heavy metal which is toxic to life.

The shallow waters that extend along ‘the edge
of a laka or sea.

Deposits of littoral drifec.

The bottom materials moved in the littoral
zone under the influence of waves and curreant.
Direction of movement or “transport” of
littoral materials depends upon wind and

wave direction.

Distance in degrees east or west of a lins
(09) which passes from north to south through
Greenwich, England.

Somewhat similar to littoral drift.

LWD. An approximation to the plane of mean
low water that has been adopted as a standard
reference plane. ’

A tract of soft, wet or periodically inundated
land, generally treeless and usually characterized
by grasses and other low growth.

Change from an inorganic to an organic form
usually as a result of bacterial action. For
example, the metal mercury is relatively noo—
toxic if eaten; however, methyl-mercury is
extramely toxic if eaten and can be transmitted
via food chains.
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Mercury

wg/Kg
Mouitoriag Progzaa

Moeriag Pacility
davigation Alds

Nektom

Nutrieat

Oligotrophic

Orgamic

Peninsula

Percolats

Permeasble
pH

A heavy mstal, highly tomic if breathed or
iagested. Mercury is residual ia the
envirommsat, .huviag bislogical sccumulation
in all aquatic organisms, espe-ially fish aad
aellftah . .

Milligram per kilogram.

To study the amowmt of pellutaants preseat
in ths eavircament .

A place vhere 2 ship is festamed.

Lights, herus, bells, syubels placed asd
maintaiaed by the U.S. Cosst Guazd to aid bost
and ship msvigactiocan. Hevigation aids are
oftsa placed on the outsrwsst ead of Corpe
bresimsstars and piers.

Svisnisg aquatic insects sad fish.

Elemsats or compounds esseatial as rar
mtarisls for orgeniss growth and davelapasat;
for exsmpls, carbom, cxygea, nitrogmm, aad
phosphorus ..

(0f a lake) wesk in productioa dua to a
lov supply of autriemts, resulting in a
clasn sad claar body of watsr; in the past,
the Great Lakes have besa oligotrophic.

Matarisl of life origin; leaves, sticks,
animals, fish.

A "Finger” of land projectimg out iato, amd
surrounded oan threa sides by water.

Doveward flow or infilcracion of wvater
through the pores or spaces of a rock or
soil.

Able to allow vater to sesp through.

A measure of the relative acid or alkalise
state of water. pH is msasured ou s scals
of 0 to 14. A pll of 7 is neutral, a pi
below 7 is acid, a pil sbove 7 is alkalima.
Rainwacar is usually slightly acid.
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2iez0la

220sphorus

Phytoplankton

Piers

?lankcon

Pockat Harbor

Zolluction

Port

prm

prb

Pumpout Station

Javetamnt

Riparian Right

AMprsap

A group of orranic compounds that in very
low copcentra: ions produce a taste aad ador
prcolam in wrior.

A2 elegent th r viile essential o life,
contributes to the eutrophication of lakss
and other bodice of water.

The plaat portion of plankton.

Permanent structures coastructsd of stous,
stasl, cament or a combination of those
materials, wvhich amm used to define and
stabilize eatry chamnels from the open lake
into & harbor.

Soall aquatic plants and animals whose movement
is controlled Ly river, harbor and lake currsats.

A harbor which does not have a river or
stream flowing through it, which carries and
deposits sediment loads.

Aoy change in water qualicy thac izpairs it
for the subsequent user. These changes
result from contamination of the physical,
chemical, or biological properties of watsr.

A point (usually a harbor) at which ships
load and unload commercial cargo.

Parcs per million.
Parts per billion.

A temporary dock where a connsction is made
between land and dredge pilss; a boostsr

pump may be used.

A permapent structure built of sheet steel
piling or concrets placed to ksep chamnsl
or hazbor banks from caving into the watar.

The right of an owner of land bordaring omn &
stream or lake to have access to, and use of,
the shors and watar. Tha use of this water
is restricted to riparisn landowners, and the
right is automatic, not creatsd by use or
forfaited through disuse.

A layer, facing, or protactive mound of
stones randomly placed to pravent arosiom,
scour, or sloughing of a structure or
smbanikmsat; also the stone so used.
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(3

Scientitic nomenclature

Scow

Secchi Disc

 Sediments

Seasall

Seiche

Sheet Steel Piling

- Scientific nomenclaturc of animale requires

(1) cthat each species and geaus found in the
world shall have a name that is :ncepeundeat
of change, such as pertains (o common nases
used ino many languages; (2) tha! each species
and genus shall have separate na.nc-- duplicatec
by none which refer to some other c,ecies or
genus; and (3) that different names shall

not be applicable to any one species or
genus. The following is a breakdowa of

Categories of Higher Rank than Species and

Genus:
Kingdon
Phylum
Class
Order
Family
Tribe
Genus
Speciess

A barge equipped with trap-doors in its
bottom which is used for moving and dumping
dredge spoil.

An eight inch diameter disk, divided into
alternate black and white quadrants supported
from its center by a hand line, which is
dropped into the water to visually gauge
light penetration.

Clay, sand, gravel or stones which have been
eroded from the land or from beneath the
water, have been transported by river or lake
currents, and re-dsposited.

A structure separating land and water areas
primerily designed to prevent erosion and
other damage dus to wave action.

Fluctuations sbove or below "normal" water
level caused by wind, barometric pressure or
a combination of both. A seiche usually does
not last for more than several hours at any
particular time or place.

Interlocking lengths of steel drivea into s
stream, lske or harbor bottom next to the
shore to pravent storm, wave or ship damage.




Shoal

Shoreiine ru-2ction

Side Casting

Silc

Spoil

Stagnation

Substrate

Surface Water

Tender

Tertiary

Topography

Tug

Turbidicty

-

A place wher+ water is shallow, sometiies
~reatad by 1 ..cdbar, in the shipping chasuel:,
created by depc:ition of eroded material.

itructural we.:.ures Jesiygned fur placu.ment

along the shore to relieve erosion and floodiuy

damages. Exawples of structural seasures are
protective hcaches, seawalls, groins and
revetmeunts.

The disposal of dredged sedimeats off to the
sida of the chaunel or basin being dredged.
Side cast disposal mey ba either Iin the water
or on land.

Finely divi.d-d particles of soil or rock.
Often carried iu cloudy suspension in water
and eventual.ly deposited as sediment.

Sediments which have been dredged from
beneath the water.

-

Lake of motion in the water that tends to
entrap and concentrata pollutants.

Any substance used as an attachment point
by a microorganism.

Atmospheric water that runs off to collect
in streams, ponds, or lakes, swamps, etc.

A boat smaller and less powerful than a tug,
but used in essentially the same way.

Third in order in terms of importance. Also,
refers to a final or ultimats process or
effect which {s dependent upon those processes
or effects which have gone before.

Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen. A measure of the

ammonia and organic nitrogen., but does not
include nitrite and nitrate.

The configuration of a surface including its
relief, the position of its natural and
man-made features.

A boat with a powerful motor used to move
barges, dredges or ather boats or ships.

A cloudy condition in water dues to the
suspension of silt or finely divided orgamic
matter.
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Volatila Solids (Total)
Van Dora Bottla
Water Quality Criteria

Wave

VW.E.S.

Zipe

Zoaplankton

-

A measuce of che organic material tiac could
ds zompose and thus exart an oxygen demand oa
a body of water.

A glass water sawpling device which ig
coastrucead differencly but is used io
essentially che sams manpner as a Xammerse.

The level of pollutaats, vith respect to the
chamical, physical, and biological characteristics,
that affect the suitabilicy of water for a

given use.

A ridgs, daformation, or undulation of the
surface of a liquid.

Waterwvays Experiment Statiom of the U. S.
Arumy Corps of Eonglneers at Vicksburg, Mississippi.

A (permsnent) structure alongside a chaunal or
harbor edge to which a boat or ship can tia
w'

2iac (Za) is a heavy metal vhich in tracs
qumtities is essential to life, but which in
greater quancities may be toxic to life.

Planktonic animals that supply food for fish.
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