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ABSTRACT

THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT: EFFECTS OF ISLAMIZATION,
by Captain Rafik Ben Abdellaziz Chabbi, Tunisian Army

This study attempts to appraise the strategic
effects at regional and global levels in the event of
Islamization of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The analysis
addresses the weight of religion in Middle-Eastern politics,
the forms of expression of religious solidarity and the
strategic value of the Islamic world.

Analysis reveals a relieious perception of the Arab-
Israeli conflict is likely amonr Muslims in the mid-term
because of the growinrv spread of Islamic revival and the
threat to Islamic values and holy places in Palestine.

Hence, in case of Islamization of this conflict, the<I rex!onal strategic bearing is likely to be affected by:

. An upset of the regional balance oO power.

s An impediment to great powers' direct involvement.

- cane4•. in ;reat powers' rnk o their fnter-
ests in the Middle Fast.
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CIAPTER 1

TOWARDS A RELIGIOUS DIMEN'SION1

>1 •This study attempts to appraise the strategic

effects at regional and global levels in the event of

Islamizatlon of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The analysis

<I addresses the weight of religion in Mtddle-Eastern polt-

tics, the forms of expression of religious solidarity
and the strategic value of tht :slamic world.

Analy •• reveals relitious perception of the

Arab-Israeli conflict is likely among Muslims in the z.id-

ter% because or the r.rowiiwr spread of 1Is1am. a re v~val and

the threat to 1s.arnc values and holy places in Paleattin-

H~ence, In case of Islamlzation of' thto conflIict.,

the regional atrateglo bear~nw tG ltdke1,y, to be affectýed

by an upset of the regional ba-ancC otf rower, an. imped~tzent

to great pow-, ro' dlrect* £tv 'Olveent, aicd a ci'tatvce !In great

powers' rasnking of their t1terests In 0he ltddle Easdt.

A

S- -

rI



The lack of consensus In deffntnv the nature of the

Arab-Israeli conflict gave rise to various approaches to

this issue. Influenttal powers, trends and leaders con-

tributed to increase its complexity by suggesting dissimilar

perceptions. The political development within middle east-

ern countries and the growcing strateg~c interests of great

pcwers in the region had great influence over the evolution

' o, the conf"Ict. Moreover, some marIzing events reorIented

the path of this evolution.

I . @raft an.} Ee~ectitjn

On :5 '".. 1948, the unfeaestble dream for 5are people,

or the dreatu1 nlghtmare for come other-, became realilty:

'N ational~ois Council P.-ccalmed lt'he foundaticnol

the state a" ora&el in PCtes;ine acccrd.n4 to the partitIon

plan approved by the United Nations. While se',:eral -tates

-and interm-ttana- organi~awtonG welcoited the net, statt:- the

Arab popual.'"on of Palestine r-va•zed that they were the

scapenat. In this .n~ternatloaal arrantgemnet.' At a Matter

oone probltn as 1oe4 an another was created.

Both related to- the need of a co~untty to l4ve In f.reed=.
and in • teo~miy on Its own homeland. ihe ht c" r h

to own Palestine was Invoked ty both sides a; the ý*,oner-

stone of thol~r territor-1.a lCait~s. ?or the Jewish cuiy
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j and according to their religious belief, Palestine was the

"promised land" rc the "people of God," errant for centuries,

suffering the "diaspcra," enduring the "ghettos," and subject

to anti-Semitic persecution. For the Palestinians, losit,

I their identity and gaining a refugee status, Palestine wa.

their legal and legitimate homeland which they had protef ed

.for centuries against foreign lust. Their hope to ob 4 .

independence at the end of the British mandate, we. -diss-

pated by the enforcement of the Balfour Declaration.'

Refusing the new geopolitical adjustment, the Pales-

tinians rose In protest against the partittion resoluti-n by

forming political cor-nIttees to face the crisis. But,
-because of the tncontrolled emotions of both sides, the u-se

of violence becamte unavoidable. The Palesttc ans "wtth noc'

really strong central authorrity" tailed to cope with thisI

apld ezcalacion. An atmosphere of clvll war spread in the

Scounty •akin the pmrctice oZ atroctt-tes a rule of

Urauccessf'C in thelr hasty atLot-pt to establish &overelgnty

on PaLe~ttne, the Falesttina~n* bagan sei-ktrg refuge 1-
neighboring Ar"ab couintrte3. In the aut~hor'a oýpin4on, at

that -•i.c=ent, -te problem cros-ed the rcezttnlan borters to

spread a., an Arab concern. Indeed, when'the Srittoh %a~tnate

!n Pltierozrta:y ended anid the ttate of srel was pro-

clalteC, "ar-mtes iforc Egypt, Syr~a, Lebar.on, Jorcan, anid

Iraq poured acress the frontiers ;%c ajsit tuhe ?aletst-ne
-rabs."'• A



So, the first Arab-Israeli war began in 19 4 8 and

continued until the armistice agreements established the

first long and vulnerable truce in 1949. This war resulted

in the state of israel's moving its frontiers toward the

5north, the east, and the south. An important part of the

city of JerAsalem was affected by this geopolitical exten-

sion: Henceforth, Jerusalem was divided into two parts

between Jordan and the state of Israel.

T-he resulting feeling that the Arab countries were

rot able to wage an effective war, affected the morale of

the committed troops and provoked among some Egyptian

officers the will to initiate an internal change to continue

addressing the Palestinian problem as an Arab concern under

more favorable conditions. The Egyptiau coup d'etat in 1952,

partially rooted in this conflict, instituting it as the

motive to build the Arab unity. The statE of Israel per-

ceived this trend as a threat to its existence. Then,

exploiting the Suez Canal Company nationalization in 1956,

the state of Israel acted jointly with France and Great

Britain to throw off the Nasserian regime to protect thetr

interests in the ar'ea. The reaction of the Arab world to

this tripartite action) either through popular demonstra-

tions or official positions, were in the ;Aab opinion an

acxnowledgement of the Palestinian problem as an Arab

national issue. The author believes that the n-.ssive Arab

solidarity was due to the development of the means of
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communication among the Arab countries and also to the fact

that the supporters of the state of Israel were the tradi-

tional colonizers of the Arab lands. Later, many Arabian

revolutionary regimes invoked the Palestinian's problem as

a main concern of their movement and defined the state of

Israel as a western outpost threatening their independence.

This pos4tlon was often required for new regimes to gain the

support of the masses. Turmoil was henceforth caused by

nationalism although some Arab socialist trends tried to

define the problem as a one of capitalism and portrayed the

.ate of Israel as the guardian of the capitalism's interests

* Iin the area.

II. Religious Escalation

.The perception of the conflit t remained conditioned

by these views until the 1967 war introduced another oae

when the Arab military losses were again exploited by the

state of Israel to extend itz frontiers. All the city of

Jerusalem, including the "El AQSA" mosque, was drawn from

Jordanian sovereignty to become a part of the recently

declared capital of the state of Israel.1

" 'This step resulted In the surfactns of a latent

religious flame scrupulously, till now, kept apart from the

conflict by both belligerent side3. The Aoslems throughout

the world wpre deeply affected by the intentions off the

state of Israel to maintain its authority over the entire



city of Jerusalem and to consider it as an indivisible

capital. The R~os.lems' fear concerning an eventual vio.lation

of2 rheir holy shrine was c~onfime ltrbthfire f"J

AQSA" mosque. This fire was perceived by Moslems in Pales-

tine and abroad as a premeditated aggression organized by

* the government of Israel. The official denial of this

charge was not compatible with the largely diffused rumors

among Mosl~ems in Jerusalem that the intention of the govern-

ment of Israel was to start an archeological search for the

temple of Soloman in the proximity of "El. AQSA' mosque.

This event made religion a thinkable aspect of the conflict.

Thus, once again in the tumultuous history of the

Middle East)' religion em~erged as a pol~itical issue despite

the modern political trends in the world rejecting the

involvement of religion in politics. '"he history of the

area is rich in examples relating this connection between

religion and politics. That is why "It is not. an exaggera-

ti~on to say that no understanding of the comrlex p~olitical

patterns of the area awaz be attempted without Siving prior

attention to Its religious characteristi.cs."

Native landc of the three monotheist religions,

Judaism, Christlauiltyo ami Islamoi the area was often wltrnes3

to bloody battles amouag these Opposing religions which

preached peace and taught tolerance. The residues of rell-

&g6ous discord were in~herited and accumulated through p~enera-

tions to be stir-red anyti-me for political purposes. The



importance given to the wei-ght of' religion in Middle Eastern

politics does not reflect an old fashioned political think-

ing. It is today necessary to understand the religious

context prior to any analysis of political behavior. In

this perspective,

The most difficul t aspect of Tslarn to evaluate
is the residual deposit of attitudes and unconscious
re~actions from the past that, in some sense, deter-
mine the way modern Muslims react to their, world.9

The violence and the speed of change which recently

occur:,ed in Iran surprised many observers who underestimated

the in.fluence of religion on politics itn the maodern era.

Some others, more specifically raised questions about an

eventual revivai1. c.V 'Noslem fundamentalism.

That is how many observers interpret a series of
recn~ave!'.ts: the arrest of' Prime Minister Bhutto

in Palkistan, the application of Koranic law- in Lybia
and Saudi ?4rabia, the major role played by Ayatollah
Khometni in the turmoil i~n Iran, the vehemence of the
anti-Ne.dol.ist reaction ii~ Turkey, anti-Copt rebel.-
lions in Egy,,t, and the Masehino affair In Alg;eria.
While each of thg~e events differs from the others,
all are relatod. -

So many events accu~rrin in t1ve same area, ut almost the same

p -riod at'd bearin- a coimmon religious signature,, may not be

a ncicnidence. Alt'ough an-organizationalco etob-

twoeen thetm, iz 4,.t yet confiivted, itu is possible to. deduce

1.ht popl ofcommIon faith and similar culture, react in a

zsLmilar wanner to their environment. F'urtherm~ore, latent

or overt solidarity i.s generai'.1y expected in a religious

comuniy.Th±iz sc~lidarity may bear tbe aspect of passionate

commitment Vf* any actual thrsat to religion Is perceived.

z'~~



Is the Arab-Israeli conflict now in the appropriate

posture to be drawn f'rom nationalist consideration to reli-

* gious sponsorship?
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ENDNOTES

1. See Appendix I: The Partition Plan Map.

2. See Appendix II: The Balfour Declaration.

3. According to Don Peretz in his book The Middle-
East Today, p. 277, "The most notorious atrocity perpetrated
was the Irgun massacre, in April 1948, of all the men, women
and children in Dier Yassin near Jerusalem."

S4. Don Peretz, The Middle-East Today (New York,
Chicago, San Francisco, Toronto, London:-bit, Rinehart and
Winston, Inc., 1963), p. 278.

5. See Appendix III.

6. Baas and Communist parties or organizations.

7. "EL AQSA" mosque is the third holiest shrine for
RM uslims.

8. Jries A. 3.111, The Middle-East Politics and Power
(Allyn and Bacon, 1974), p.

9. Peretz, p. 50.

10. Maxine Robinson, "islam's 5rowins Political
Power," Atlas Wovld Press Review, March 1979.
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APPENDIX I

His Majesty's government views with favor the

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish

people, and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the

achievement of this object, it beinT clea±rly understood that

nothing shall be done which may prejudire the civil and

religious rights of existing non-Jewish ccmmunities in

Palestine, oz, the rights and polJtical status enjoyed by

Jews in any other country.

LI
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CH APE 2

THE WEIGHT OF RELIGION IN THE

STATE OF ISRAEL POLITICS

Muslims' perception of the ztate of Israel as enemy

if Islam can be possible If the former realize that the

latter's politics are influenced by religious concepts.

Such influence can be established by investigating the

genesis of the Zionist movement and some marking events in

state of Israel political develooment. Even if some offi-

cial decisions have been concealed under cultural label by

peculiar trends, Muslims used to detect therein a religious

signature. This perception ma: become an: 13ste a. :•ar

Islamic values and symbols incur risks from such decis.,

and derived measures.

Is it possible to discern Jew"s" ess from Judasn?

Is the state of israel ruled by a secular goverrzeat

under religious authority?

To answer these questions, it Is necessary to review

the past ot the Jews, exsaine the current political dynam±cs
of' the state off Israel and cons'der the aspr-atioz of Inftu-

entiat Jewish trends.

.:...•I. Dias•rcra

-Accordlng to the F'rst Book of' i.nss (IV 21) and to

the Second Book of ChMonicles (IX 26), the Jewish Kingdom

12
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knew its apogee under Soloman. It extended from the*llj Euph~rates to the border of Egypt including the land of the

Philistines. Among the peoples of this k2..igdorn, the twelve1 ~ tribes of Israel were reunited. They occupied the land~

between Dan and Beersheba.1

*This image of the Jewish state in full bloom, exer-

cising sovereignty over the land of Palestine and carrying

'the mission of serving, as a light into the nations,," remained

after the Collapse of their kingdom and for centuries, a

dream for many Jews and a challenge for some more enterp:vis-.

ing among them. The condition of the Jews, dispersed

throughout the world, varied from country to country and

from period to period. For centuries, they underwent the
destlny of the minorlttes, rarely treated Withtoerace

The Y,-hettos were the answer for the Jews worry4n about the

consevtion of thei-:r authentlcit and were also the zolu-

t~on for the host couatrie* aistiruilg the religiouz

A natural phenomenon surfaced within. these closed

;5oeletie oe timie. it was called, by the jouso the

A.%simllatlon. I"6h its sign of opening on the host tociety

provked, &,,on& the Jewish cc.-1rvo nit7, a relative r-ft. Two

main turendz appeared, the Orthdox iand the Relfkomers. Their

discord related to the safeguard oe the Jewishness as a dis-

tinctlave touch of their race, their :a~t ndterclture.

For the zost att~ached to the idea olf return to th~e "Pron.sed



144 Land", the Assimilation could transform the geographical

Diaspora into a disintegrated Jewish ;-,munity, thereby into

the loss of the commitment to their common cause of building

a nation.

1I, Birth of the Zionist Movement

The shadow of Assimilation was frequently dissipated

by the host society repulsion. Thereof, the ghettos shriv-

eled up In fear and sorrow. It was precisely when a host

society gave loose to its anti-Semitic feelings that an

active Jewish revtval occurred. Indeed, at the time of

f Captain Dreyfus' trial in 1894 in France that Theodor

::.erzl appealed to the Jewish people throughout the world

to act toward obtaining a homelan,.d where they could live

:ree at! secure. It was throush his mannifesto "Der Juden-

staat," the Jewish state, publ;shed in 1896, that Her:. set the

basis of the ZIonist movement. The Jews were almost pre-

pared for this movement by Leo Priskeer sixteen years before,

through hbs book called "AutoemanctpatIon."

* :rone had to fi1nd a t*ormu'ýa to cover the hts-
toric beg•nnirns of 21n s4, ft m'ght be that Pinikerhad the Ides, iterzl creaIed the Lnstitutions and
tougd the w4erevtha1l, and Ahad Ha'ari's ressage t•-

:s i•r his fellow Russ!ians to go and sta1v the hard

Sat if the large majority of the .Jews concurred on the neces-

s- Siy of buildAng the=ir own indep-endent state, many ac"onsi

a-ong thein diaaghreed uout the polit4cai, scct&aI and cultural

orientations to..Sive to the propaed -stare. This
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disagreement is still today a prominent feature of thp uolit-

ical life of the state of Israel. The principal matter of

discord was and remains, the "interference" of religion in

politics. The scope of this interference, if any, may lend

support to the idea that the Arab-Israeli crisis could bear

a religious aspect.

I1. The Secular Trends

Russia was, for several supporters of the secular

concept o±' Jewish identity:

):::i. . .the only community in the world in whivch
" a ~~~~Jew could' not merely drit CMa .rmhsrlgo

•; ior be indifferenz to it., but actively reject and

combatively oppose it, and stfll see h:Lself and be
seen by others as recognt:abty and mneanngfully

A Jew. It was here that secular Judala, was born.
Asher Gi.nzbergfcor3sdered by a !ny Ztonists as the prophet

-of Secular :%onl:n, regarted the reollg.on as no raore than a

form of culture we hich expressed in the past "the natorna.

creat ve power." 1  Fe also considered the wtfl, of rettrn to

Palest!,ne a national lnatlnct oriented toward the erbbodiment

of 'the national creative power" In the land. ?or Her.-,

the founder of ULoni4sn, the Jewish prob*ez was merely a

_.tlonal Vroblem, He considered the jews as a nation lack-

1n a landl to fu the!.-r Wat'.IcnC needa. The =ain con-

cern of Her cl was, Rzrtially, the grant to the Jews of a

"land offerirg the proper conditions for a people to develop

"its o ... and soclaZ life as a naton, actln fora

better 'uture. He suggested, for this purpcse, PaLest.•ne

--:
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or Argentina as a possible Jewish homeland. It is 4mportant

to remark tat:

Leo Pinsker, in his remarkable work, Autoemanci-
pation, and even Hersl in Der Judenstaat, did not
conceive of national redempttop and solidarity only
in Palestine, or there at all. 0

i This secular view of the Jewish problem meant for many Jews

a divorce between Jewishness and Judasism. But some of them

found in this secular attitude toward the concept of home-

land a false pretence of apathy. Irdeed, they aescrtbed the

j secular Ztonism as a "non-metaphysical cIaInto metaphystcal

l'other.ness'," "a messianism without messtah," "an election

without elector."9 Besides, "the national creative power,"

Invoked by Ahad !a'a-mt 0 as a substitute c' the re-ligcus

Fmottvato.n, was refuted by the fact that:
Yhe*ri he Loks, a ,"hor h . •e •ad O'a an

"refers t"/he oibl and "he- Talmud, monuments t5a
-eC reZý;tI.&vs srtt1-t. Ther he spemiliz of a nattcrCý

cre~ive owerwbi.2:i renitns the -ame t~hreuo a
ates, he s-hn se10er to be utt..t; a disguised

reItous credo or naldlng ;a.,- fc oP ha rao iC tat
myth,, born, od the • tar't crudte of

cetury btology, of' which the tttersieth conturv
has ha6 nore than. encugh. Fev zh unerft, At
tar ertvuz5h to remesý.`4 that the prorhettoC nesMaae i
seculiar io1n!*rt may rot have been is secc~ar aS
the prqphet O~upposed.r

tierl hltmself gelde4 to the .41t e~~,v~tso

19th trrors a, pogrc=*s, as they vehen-ertly refused a:ýy oubt-

s~tutot of ftCestý,re when. Cha=t~erlatn, Eng.and's~ secretary

Ocr cooen~es, prop~osed Ulgan a3 a poss~ble ho~elnd "or

the Jets. She Ctr"st Ztc4-n st Ccngress, adopted at SasC' In

~9,defrined the geoC of %Ioents= as "the creat~Ion in
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PaLestine of a homeland for the Jewish people guaranteed by

public law. ",2

In the formulation of this goal, the religious found

one satisfaction and one disappointment. The exclusive

option for Palestine was the positive aspect while the word

"creation" was incompatible with the idea of return to a

usurped fatherland. Besides, the appeal for an effort to

strengthen the "national consciousness" concealed under this

vague expression a latent discord between seculars and reli-

gious.

The Balfour Decla:ation made on November 2, 1917,

was formulated in concordance with the secular vision of the

issue. Tndeed, it stated that "His Majesty's government

view with favor tne establishment in Palestine of a National

Home for the Jewish people.. Once again, the reli-

gious replied that the word "establishment" did not refer

to their right to re-establish sovereignty on Palestine.

The split of the Jewish community was sustain.d by a long

controversy, although it was sometimes hushed-up in a com-

promise. The formulation of the declaration of independence

in 1948, illustrated this kind of agreement. It stated that,

"In the land of Iraael, the Jewish people came into beirn.

In this land was shaped their spiritual, religious, and

national charocter.?14

Nevertheless, a3 the new state was dealinr witb the

practical aspeot of the political life, the discord between
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seculars and religious rose to the level of an actual

rift.

The interpretation of the law of return was the

matter of a long crisis which led to a large debate about

the crucial question of the Jewish identity. Who is a

kJew? How to gain the Jewishness status and how to lose it?

What is the weight of the Halacha in the juridical scale?1 5

The debate was officially extended to the whole Jewish com-

munity throughout the world to reach a "consensus facit

legem."

Does the political decision-making process escape

from the will of the seculars, yet known as the rulers of

the state?

IV. The Religious Trends

Since the birth of Zionism, the 'Leitmot5lv"of the

religious t-rends was the fear ef a distortion of the true

faith by the efforts of secular Zionists to divorce religon

and nationalism. Accordingly, the repossession of the

"Promised Land" can only be achieved through strict obedi-

16nece to the Torah. In fact, they believe that the reasonJ or the exile was a religious one and that the means for the

return or redemption of the people has also to be a rell-

vious one. The secular oosition considering the reilglon

as a private matter, was harshly attacked for threatening

the essence of the Jewish being. Even the religious Zionists,

who founded In 1911 the ,,izrachl Party, were blamed for be-ing

,,- - ffi hŽ
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"Satan's dupes" engaged in a war "against God's design for

his people." 1 7 The Agudat Israel, representing the firm

religious trend, maintained that faith is the necessary bond

of Jewish unity. This tough position, refusing any other

alternative, made the split of religious trend unavoidable.

Thereafter, Orthodox and Reformers claimed, each in its own

way, to best serve the religious interest of the Jewish

peoplt.. The protection of the Halacha and its application

to modern conditions was an appropriate forum for this con-

troversy. The pressure of the Orthodox on the government,

at the time of Rufeisen case in 1950. and later durinz the

Schaalit case in 1969-70, was interpreted by the Reformers

as an attempt to have monopoly over the religious life of

the Jewish people in the state of Israel and abroad. The

Reformers' criterion specified that:
i

It is not the desire to preserve the Halacha,
which motivates the Orthodox Rabbinate, but rather
the desire to keep the Halacha as their special re-
serve.. In so doing, they employed old fashionedi.
political blackmail clothfod in the garb of religion.

Despite these attacks, the Agudat kept an unbending attitude

in acting for the institution of the Halacha as the exclusive

source of law. This inflexible conception was, for the

* Agudat, the best means to ensure the preservation of the

physical and spiritual genuineness of the Jewish ,eople. It

expressed their wil to resist all forms of Assimilation

with the non-Jewish environ m nt. Although they declined

t"..s dogmatism, the Refomers were concerned about a possible
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split of the Jewish community into two kinds of Jews, the

.. "real" Jews and the "pseudo" Jews. The discord primarily

related to the application of the Halaci2c law in matters of

marriage and divorce and consequently, in matters of Jewish

nationality.

The fact that the Reformers within the state of

Israel did not represent the adequate balance-weight to the

influence of the Orthodox Rabbinate, limited their hearing

in the governmental spheres. On the other hand, their large

represeitation abroad and especially in the United States,

was taken into consideration by the government because of

the considerable assistance a Jewish lobby can provide to

the state of Israel. However, it may be that a common

ground existed between the different religious kinds. It

was the belief that the new home of the Jews has to be their

spiritual center and that, in this land, the Jewish people

will, once again, devote to their faith in full freedom and

through the vision of mission and destiny and ultimate

redemption for man. 9

V. Influence of Reliion. on Politics

Since the beginning of the Zionist movement, the

scope of. influence of religion on politics has been many

times put to the test. The confrontation between seculars

and religious often led to a compromise clearly favorable

to the religious. In making concessions, the seculars'
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objective was to preserve the internal unity, especially

when the threat is at the gates. The first agreement .,ted

from the Basel Congress when Argentina was categorically

rejected as a possible Jewish homeland. Indeed, the Congress

resolution related the firm attachment to the land of Pales-

*i tine. This position, rejecting any other alternative was

confirmed a few years later, when Chamberlain, anxious

about an eventual unrest in the Middle East, proposed Uganda

as a convenient solution to the Jewish problem. Initially,

Herzl himself, and secular scholars, asked for a land, any

land, which can allow the Jewish people to fulfill their

needs as a nation. In the author's opinion, the secular

concession in this matter implied a tacit acceptance of a

spiritual aspect of the proposed state. A derived measure

was the establishment of the "law of return," and not of

migration, as a selective system based on religious criteria.

Religious symbol6 were chosen to identify the new state.

The name of Israel replaced the name of Palestine, the flag

1waz designed with the David Star and the candelabra design

was chosen for the state emblem.

Another important compromise, relating to public

- life, was made just before the proclamation ot the state of

Israel ato a time when only a coalition could save the polit±--

cal future of the Jews. This compromise was embodied in a

letter sent on 19 February 1947 to the Agudat by the Zionist

coalition. It comprised positive answers to the Orthodox's
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claims about the legal rest on Sabbath. 2, the observance of

dietary laws in every state kitchen, the religious authen-

ticity of marriage and the non-interference with religious

conscience in education.

The case of Rufeisen, a Jew converted to Christian-

ity asking for his Jewish citizenship under the Law of

Return, and the case of Schaalit, a Jew married to a Chris-

tian wife asking for recognition of the Jewishness of his

children, led to a long and serious confrontation between

the government and the religious authorities. The lack of

exactitude in the definition of the criteria of citizenship

widened the quarrel. The seculars declared that the acqui-

sition of citizenship needed only an identification with the

Jewish-Israeli culture and values while the religious main-

tained that the issue was "anterior to the state and beyond

"its jurisdiction."' 2 2 After long polemic involving the whole

Jewish community, the government presented to the Knesset,

in March 1970, a substantial amendment to the "Law of Return"

reinstating the Halachlccriterion for registration of Jewish

"ethnic affiliation. ,23 It was the r'estoration, by the gov-

ermient, of the religious definition of a Jew. Likewise,

education was given a religious orientation in 1959 accord-
Ing to a resolution of the Knesset.

"The a-ms lald down for teachinq in the secular
The aimin the• in teua

schools Included the following. To Ooster in the
children the notion that the sublime principles of
Israel's religion, the vision of Israel's prophets
concerning the 'M•essanic era, the Jew's persever-
ance in the study of the Torah (divine law), the
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preservation of the unity of theti' religious cere-
monial, their firm belief in Israel's divine Pro-
tector, their continuous attachment '.o their
ancestral homeland, and their nelief in redemption
have endorsed oiur'pec.ple with the •t.rentgh to vesipt
all our enemies and to maintain our independence.

The importance of religion was recognized even by notorious

seculars as Prime Minister Meir when she qualified it as

the indispensable cement of Jewish unity and the necessary

tie for the survival of the Jewish people. It is interest-

ing to remark that it was under the government of the same

prime minister that the capital of the state was moved from

Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem. Was it for pure administrative pur-

poses? Was it for security considerations? The author's
opinion is that the unique motivation for this change is a

religious one. For all three monotheist religions, Judaism,

Christianity and Islam, this city has a religious meaning

and a holy rank.

Therefore, the need of the state of Israel to main-

tain its internal unity, to ensure continuous assistance

from Jews abroad, to effectively face the permanent external

threat, and to develop a spiritual motivation for defense,

made the contribution of the religious authorities and

organizations a vital element for the existence of the

state. Aware of their Importance and wo.-ried about the

Integral preservation of their belief, the religious are

mi•:) •iexercising a considerable influence on government policy.

, )Will they succeed again in using the religlouG pressure to
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achieve their political objectives? The extension of the

present frontiers to those of the Promised Land, and the

restoration of the temple they venerate and they need may

be among the demands of a people "incapable of finding mean-

ing in life strictly devoted to the here and now. . . hypno-

tized, now as always, by the idea of ultimate meaning, final

denouement. .25

:it
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APPENDIX I

THE BASEL PROGRA.MME

Zionismz strives to create for the Jewish people a

home in Palestine secured by public law.

The rongress contemplates the following means to

the attainment of this end:

1. The promotion, on suitable lines, o,,6 the

colonization of Palestine by Jewish agricultural and

industrial workers.

2. The organization and binding together of the

whole of Jewry by means of appropriate institutions, local

and international, in accordance with the laws of each

country.

3. The strengthening and fostering of Jewish

national sentiment and consciousness.

S4. P�eparatory steps towards obtainint government

* consent where necessary, to the attalirent of the aim of

Zionism.

27
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APPENDIX II

Here i.s a statement of the Agudist world view, as

interpreted in a sympathetic Hebrew newspaper about a decade

after independence. The world was created for the sake of
Israel. It is the duty and merit ofa Israel to maintain and

fulfill the Torah. The place where Israel is destined to

live and, therefore, to maintain the Torah, is the land of

Israel. This means that the

establishment of the regime of the Torah in the land of

Israel (Italics added). The foundation o& this ideal has

been laid. There are now Jews living in their horeland and

fulfilling the Torah. But completion had not yet been

attained. f'or all Israel does not yet live in its land, not

even the majority, and the greater part of the promised land

is still in the enemy's hands. Finally, all Israel is not

yet f'u2fillng the Torah. . . It is our duty to complete

our misson which must become our. inner•,ost conoern.

S. Clem._ent_._ Lele, The Rift__ in isae__ _e__t__u_

A u4-10r itv Yur an fculr Deocraev (New York: Schoclkenl&60
1971), p. 60.

/ "i 2.



APPENDIX Ili

* How, then) can we define the Jews? The onl.y process

by which we can come to a definite result is that of elimi-

natiton. .. We must seek for a co-,imon bond of unity which

- characterizes the Jew, and that ±s his faith. Here, again,

it is necessary to draw the line very clearly and very

sharply. Paith is not a distinguishing feature in the

modern classification of nations. .With the Jews, how-

ever. t*he posit-ion i~s totally different. Fatth and nation-

ality so hand in hand; nay, they are &nd~ssolubly united.

"::o one can be a Jew who does not belonT, to the Jewish faith,,

and he who belongs to the Jewish £ýatth belongs to the Jewish

nation. H{e becomes absolutely identtfied wtth all the tra-

Sditti6ons of' the past, and th-a outlook of' the future ts Itor

aim the sat.e as f"or the rest o": the Jews. Xo diff0erence is

made between a proselyte and one born in the "'alth. ':he new

Je'n 13 a Zi-weight 7ew. Hie 1z at once connected with the

founder of the race, wtth Abraham. .. it ts thus faith

*alone whIch creates the Jewi~sh nation, and 4t t s the than-

donment ofl the faith whIch carries w~th 4t HezcIsionn, corn

jfete uprooting from the ccomunity.- A Jew who charges h's

ýalth to torn up by the rocots. There is no l.1onger any

connection between hl= and other Jews. He has practtca~y

died. It is oaf extreme Importan~ce to rea.1!.-e that this

29
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".4. alone constitutes a Jew--that the nationality of the Jew

• depends on his faith; for Judaism is a national religion.

Dr. M Gaster, "Judaism, as a •Tat•on• w.••,'
in Zionism and the Jewist" Future ed. by H. Sachet (•.lestpovt:
HypT•-•.o.•b• ;•€ •1•,'• p•'. 9o,•I.
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APPENDIX IV

As one of many, we can allow the Dzikover Rebbe,

speaking in 1900 from his Orthodox fastness, to strike the

note and set the scene: for our maiy sins, strangers have

risen to pasture the holy flock, men who say that the people

of Israel should be clothed in secular nationalism, a nation

like all other nations, that Judaism rests on these things,

national feeling, the land and the language, and that

national feeling is the mcst praiseworthy element in the

brew and the most effective in preserving Judeism, while

the observance of the Torah and the commandments is a pri..

vate matter depending on the inclination of each individual.

May the Lord rebuke these evil men and may he who chooseth

Jerusalem seal their mouths.

The Rebbe plainly underztood what confronted him,

and knew how to make his point.

S. Clemenb Leslie, The Rift in Israel: Religious
Authority and Secular Democcacy (New Yor••: Sehocken Books,
1971), p. 26.

JI
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APPENDIX V

As a simple matter of historical truth, the Reform

movement in Germany is in substance part of the struggle for

emancipation. It begins with that struggle and it dies away

with it, and its central features are political, not reli-

gious. These features are: (1) that there is no longer such

a thing as a Jewish nation. . . The same stroke which was

to open a career for the Jewish arriviste was to open a

career for Judaism; (2) The Jewish tr'adition as expressed

"in the TaJ1mud and the later codes was no longer authoritaste

and convenience. . .; (3) Hebrew was to yield place to

German as the language of worship and prayer...; (4) The

substitution of the individual for the commonwealth of

Israel, as the name in the shaping of prayer, in the accep-
tance or rejection of practices, in the weighing of all the

problems of Judaism; (5) The elimination of Palestine as a

H. Sacher, "A Century of Jewish HUistory" in Zionism
and the Jewish Future ed. by H. Sacher (Westpo't: Hyperion

* .".. -
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CHAPTER 3

ISLAMIC ASSESSMENT OF THE CONFLICT

An Islamic analysis of the prevailing situation in

Palestine, referring to Islamic sources of law, to assess

the state of Israel behavior, leads to the identification

of the latter as a religious enemy of Islam. The relation-

ship between ruler and masses in Islamic political system

shows the interest given to religious factor in Islamic

countries' political life. This fact may dictate to Muslims'

rulers more commitment to the Palestinian problem if a

threat to Islam is therein perceived. The well rooted ani-

mosity between Jews and Muslims may rapidly develop if

religious value incur risks. If such will be the case,

the Islamic response will be Jewish oriented. The political

authority of religious parties over the state of Israel

government and the growing Islamic revival are providinr,

the suitable conditions for a religious orientation of the

S* Arab-Israei! conflict.

I~~iI T~.. Isla a,,nd• Polit ics

jewish religious authorities experience some diffi-

culty getting at the helm of the political life of their

communlty. The bearing oL relirion upon politics among the

actual and potential enemies of the state of Israel 3eems

33



34

to be a matter of course although it is avowed in some

countries and hinted in some others. There is every reason

to believe that this situation results from the peculiar

nature of Islam. Indeed, this religion is not a mere

theology, it is principally a concept defining how Islamic

1.society should be organized. Thus, the attempt to separate

religion and state in explaining the political systems in

Islamic countries may be misleading.

Rulers' Prerogatives and Requirements

Thne universality and centrality of Islam entailed

from its inception an association with power which led to

a complete identity of religion and government. For this

reason, the function of head of the Islamic state and the

religious leadership were joined; the prerogative of a

S3 4single person called Calif- or Ani.r Al .Mominin or Imam.

Muslims owe obedience to their leader as long as his faith,

his behavior and his leadership remain consistent with

Islamic oreceots. This way of assessing the legality and

legitimacy of the ruler did not change throughout the cen-

turies because of the permanent recourse to specified and

unaltered sources of law, Quran and Sunna. The constitu-

tion of the Islamic Republic of Iran clearly formulated this

belief and stated the requirements for leadership. Accord-

ing to this document, and especially to Articles 5 and 109,

the leader, who is higher than the President, must be a
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preeminent jurist, pious, courageous, socially and politi-

cally educated and qualified for directing the state affairs.

Masses' Politico-Religious Behavior

For some countries of a less decided Islamic Jiar-

acter, the ruler often tries to derive from religion the

legitimacy for his plans or actions. Even if he wants to

readjust or innovate a system, he always seeks justification

by proposing a new and acceptable interpretation of some

religious principles. On the other hand, the masses are to

rigorously react to any attempt of the ruler to disregard

or oppose religious precepts. A striking illustration is

the popular reaction in Syria to the article "The Means of

Creating a New Arab Man" written by Ibrahim Kalas, and pub-

lished on April 25, 1967 by the Syrian official army magazine

"Jaysh Al-Shab." In this article, the author criticized the

religious mind and advocated the "absolute faith in the new

man of destiny." To cool down the resulting tension and

violence, the Syrian government formally denounced the

* iarticle and on May 11, 1967, a military court sentenced

the author and editors to life imprisonment. Aware of' this

kind of reaction, the decision makers in Islamic countries

are continually paying full attention to religious considera-

tions in the decisions they make. Moreover, the credibility

of their leadership is spontaneously evaluated by the masses

with regard to the•r religious liabilty.wit re z %0-J6
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"Even secular regimes or faithless leaders carefully

weigh this consideration as a preliminary condition to

obtain popular support. The Turkish Nationalist Movement

is, in this way, a significant illustration.

Yet the revolt of the Kemalists in Anatolia
was in its first inspiration as much Islamic as
Turkish. Islamic men of religion formed an impres-
sive proportion of its early leaders and followers.
The language used at the time, the rhetoric of the
Kemalists in this early stage, speaks of Ottoman
Muslims rather than of Turks, and the movement com-
manded a great deal of support in the Islamic world.
It was not until after the establishment of the
republic that, as a result of many factors, they
began to lay the main stress on nationalist and
secular aims.

II. Perception of Threat: Roots and Symptoms

From previous analysis, it appears that belliger-

ents, in the Arab-Israel conflict, are, in somewhat different

ways, accepting religion as a political censor. Their re-

spective religions, Islam and Judaism, because of a geo-

graphical association for more than fourteen centuries,

experienced rough discords although they shared some ground

of non-conflict. The author believes thot this area of

non-conflict was not an obvious ground of concord because

no tangible cooperation was built on it. The myth or belief

7in a common ethnic origin o: Arab and Jews, the kindred of

Arabic and Hebrew languages, the belief in one God, the

veneration of Bani Israel prophets are among the factors

expected to bring a harmonious coexistence for these two

7--. .
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communities. However, many differences put them at theo-

logical and political variance.

Muslims and Jews: Roots of Discord

The Jews did not accept that Islam was to abrogate
p

and consume earlier revelations, did not appreciate the

frequent condemnations of Bani Israel in the Quran for dis-

obeying, exasperating and killing prophets, for falsifying

Torah and adding to it, and for hiding the truth. These

faults were stated in the following translated meaning of

Quran verses:

When it is said to them, "Believe in what God
hath sent down," they say, "We believe in what was
sent down to us." Yet they reject all besides, even
if it be truth confirming what is with them. Say:
"Why then, have ye slain the prophets of God in
times gone by, if ye did indeed believe? And remem-

2 ber, we took your covenant and we raised above you
(the towering height) of Mount (Sinai): (saying)

*1 Hold firmly to what we have given you, and hearken
(to the lav)." They said, "We hear and we disobey,"
and they hid to drink into their hearts (of the
faint) of the calf because of their faithlessness.
Say: "Vil- indeed are the behests of your faith if
"ye have any faith'" And remember -e said: "0 Moses!
We shall never believe in thee until we see God
ti..,ghtening even as y:2 looked on., But tiletransgressors changed the word from that which had

been given them; so we sent on the transgressors a
plague from heave f or that they Infringed (our
" command) repeatedly. .. Ah! Who is more unjust than
those who conceal the testimony they havg from God?
But God is not unmIndful of what ye do!"•

The Jews refused Islam's universalism in which their

idea of the chosen people may lose its unique significance.

Sn fact, the Jewish tribes in Arabia actively opposed Islam

kJ 0 
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since its inception by encouraging Arab tribes to refuse it

and by directly and indirectly interfering with some decis-

ive battles between the Prophet and the pagans.10 This

attitude was criticized by Dr. Israel Wolferson in his "The

Jews in Arabia" stating that:

It was the duty of the Jews not to allow them-
selves to get involved in such a scandalous mistake.
They should have never declared to the leaders of
Quraysh that the worship of idols was better than
Islamic monotheism even if this were to imply frus-
tration of their request... Furthermore, by
allying themselves with the pagans, they were in
fact fighting themselves and contradicting the
teachings of the Torah which commands them to avoid,
repudiate--indeed to fight--the pagans.' 11 1

The expulsion of Beni Qayneuqua and Benul Nadir and the

quasi-annihilation of Banu Quarayza, following the charges

of dishonoring their treaties with Muslims and plotting

against the Prophet's life, remained striking events in

Muslim-Jewish relations.

*1 Many Muslims believe that the death of the Prophet

* j was due to a residual effect of eating a bite of poisoned

I lamb cooked by a Jewish woman in 7 A,4. 1 2

Muslims and Jews: Symptoms of Hastilit"s

Later, the aversion between the two communities was

S~maintained by their divergent views of social co-existence.
The Jews disliked their Dhir.mnr status, 1 3 the " e

though golen

age"' of the Diaspora was under .*-uslinm rule In Spain, the

Muslims disapproved of the Jews practice of usury and related

business.



39

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the foun-

dations of the Jewish state were being set while those of

the Ottoman empire, last Islamic state, were being under-

mined. Muslims regarded this simultaneous rise and fall of

states as evidence of a large conspiracy against their

unified state, the Ottoman empire. The established relation-

ship ruler-special status citizen seemed close to turning

upside down.

The potential threat to the Islamic identity of

Palestine meant for Muslims a potential prejudice to their

established tradition or right of guardianship of the mono-

theist holy places in Nabulus, Bethleham, Hebron and Jerusa-

lem. Later, the issue developed from guardianship to safe-

guarding the authenticity of the holy shrines in all the

"Promised Land" claimed back by the influential religious

parties in the state of Israel. The expanding map of the

state of israel, initially delineated by the partition plan,

* , seems to head toward this end. Consequently, Muslims per-

* ~ceive a threat to the shrines and land o'f Islam in Palestin~e.

SMuslims may react to this "threat," identtf ted as

the state of israel, in the same way they reacted to the

crusaders. The relative similarity between the prevailing

political condition of Muslims at that time and the one

du.-Ing the establistment of the state of Israel ma:y forebode

a similar evolution of conflict from a local scale to a

world wide Islamic dtmension. Indeed, the Islamic reaction

4 -.R ,. . . ,. . .
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to the Crusades was caused by a similar threat, under simi-

Slar conditions, and was carried out by a motivation rooted

in the immovable Islamic sources of law. God said in Quran,

which means:

Fight in the cause of God those who fight you,
but do not transgress limits; for God loveth not
transgressors. .. And slay them wherever ye catch
them, and turn them out from where they have turned
you out. 1 4 And fight them on until there is no more
tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and
faith in God. aic5

Hence, t.ie ingredients making the perception of threat to

Islam, in the Arab-Israeli conflict, may place the belliger-

ency in a religious frame since the target audience, Muslims,

can be attuned to the issue by calling on its cultural back-

ground and its religious consciousness. This approach seems

to be the most appropriate for the Muslim mind and has been

successful in the past as well as in this era in waging

struggle against different aspects of occupation like
-I

colonialism. In the case being analyzed, the threat is

directed toward Muslims' holy places and shrines in an

Islamic enclosed land undergoing non-,Muslim ruler authority.

Ill. Values at Stake

"The guardianship of holy places render's the little
"country important to the world of politics because important

to the world of reg•10on., 16  particularly eventful his-
.tory tesifies to the c'It~cal status of a land bearIng

holy character for three faiths convergent in theology and

divergent in politics. 5ach of them exercis d for a period

". ...- .
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of time full sovereignty on this land or at least enjoyed

great influence on it. Yet tolerance was not always an

obvious quality of the ruler. Frustration and will of

vengeance of deprived communities maintained a climate of

mutual dislike and of latent animosity. The status-quo

used to break up whenever a threat to holy shrines was

perceived either by the local community or by related

fellows abroad.

Importance of Jerusalem

The current situation in the state of Israel may

jillustrate this kind of envirornment although the Christian

holy places are not exposed to a specific threat at the

I present time.! 7  Indeed, such a threat is incompatible with

Islamic teaching and with Jewish interest. However, the

picture is totally different when it is a question of

Islamic and Jewish shrines. Some of them, maybe the most

iLmportant, are claimed by both communities for an exclusive

ownership. It iso at least, the case of EL AQSA mosque in

Jerusalem.

For Muslims, Jerusalem, as a place, i• blessed by
God. Even its name in Arabic "Oods" means hol'y. :t was

the first "Q4bla"19 for Muslims in prayers. Prom there, and

more specIfically from EL AQSA mosque, the Prophet made hl s

heavenly ascension as related in the following verse meaning:

Glory to (God) who did take his servant for a
journey by night from the sacred mosque to the

i ." . -:



farthest mosque, whose precincts we did bless, in
order that we might show him some of our signs, for
he is the one who heareth and seeth (all things). 2 0

The fact that the Prophet did his miraculous travel, from

Mecca to Jerusalem to make the ascension, is for Muslims a

significant sacrament to this place. The Prophet recom-

mended Muslims visit EL AQSA mosque because of its excep-

tional importance. 21

On the other side, Jerusalem is for the Jews a

unique political symbol of ancient sovereignty while the

temple of Solomon remains their holiest shrine. They

embodied this feelinx in a major decision made in 1949:

That Zion (i.e., Jerusalem) was and always would
be the capital of the state of Israel. That was a
reply to P resolution of the United Nations Assembly
to establish an international administration of the
city. it was an article of the religious faith
shared by all sections. 2 2

Furthermore, proof exists that the temple of Solomon is

located immediately beneath EL AQSA mosque. Archeological

searchina has already started, and many Muslims believe this

has caused cracks in the mosque walls. The author believes

that what has happened to the walls may also happen to the

prevaline vulnerable truce.

The archiez.osical venture associated with the

believed culpability of the state of larael In the EL AQSA

"ifre In 1969 may also unmask the relslous Interesti of a

state displaying a secular i'kel hood. Such view of the

Jewish state, !orme-ly pecul~ar to some lazic ;oupings.

-A~
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is gaining a. larger audience among Muslims world wide by the

means of an %ihvoluntary converging actions originated by Jews

and Muslims. The share of the Jews is to loudly identify

themselves with the genuine image of all the preceeding

Jewish generations, and to devote themselves to the fulfill-

ment of their ancestral mission in the way prescribed by

Torah, Talmud and also by the protocols of Elders of Zion.

The latter document is not yet officially recognized

and is still denied to large publiL-ation and analysis. The

tried to take it to public attention, proved to be hereinefetv usafteat-eiimcag g~s hee

good deterrent. In the author's opinion, the contents of

this document are incompatib14 with humanitarian standards

and are beyond usual xenophobia limits.`3 Even when, for

political convenience, the Jews asked the Pope to relieve

them from the charge of' cruc ~ixio bearing on therm, they

never blamed their -ancestors ±'or what they were cha.-Sed,

still, `*s o- the attezipt* upon the re fC P rophnet,

Hu hammad.

As 'or the MuslIm share In. this seaslti-lng relli-

SAcus approachi, it Is done by the recourse to Qurarn to

define the jews of all times:

Strongest ann men in ntn 4; to tioe be1Ievez's
wilt 'thc:& *Nind the lei,!i and pagtns; ari± nearest
amcng thet In lave to thte bellevers wil thouýý -~d
thoso who say a~ re Christ'ans" becaus aogst
these are =,et devoted to larning and men. whe have
renounced the wor"J, and they are not arrgant.
-he Jews say "Itd's hand In tied up, be their h~ands
tied up and be they accu sed '4or the (Ulasphemy)
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they utter, ." Curses were pronounced on those
among the children of Israel who rejected faith,
by the tongue of David and of Jesus, the son of
Mary, becaRse they disobeyed and persisted in
excesses. . . . When there comes to them that
which they (should) have recognized, they refuse
to believe in it, but the curse of God is on
those without fa'_th. 2 5

In addition, Muslims emphasize and believe that a

single glance to the geographical expansion of the state of

Israel and an analysis of the growing authority of its

religious parties show that thIs state is heading toward

the frontiers of the "Promised Land" which may include the

holy city of Medina, the Shil, holy places in Iraq, and

many more holy places of sacred iUportance. The case of0

Abrahamm's shrine in Hebron, gradually movinS from mosque

to -.rno~ogue since It undergoes Jewish rule, -may be used

as standard for foreca

A- e Musl3ms t;id attuned -o thls kind of issueT

'Their violent and spcntanecus r a±ions to what they per-

aee s a, plotted violation of ah. -hne In ',,!eeca mI
A

be uedd ta'gauge tilir re- -aco w warned aga.Ifist actual16

or Vo.tent~al -2whealt to r#4i6crs valuer. av~d ho~y ptaces.
Do ls.!Ic laws trad 'aitions provid adequate

"Lelt rt,',ve"eWd 6Udatlte Cor 1i;dlvidtials, ;,oupini- and

statle to face the identified threat? Can it be a "JhAd' :1

Situation

•'• , *1
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IV. Suitability of' rJihadtt

To state that "Jihad" is a "tho.ly war" or a mev'e

fanati-al and bloody religious venture, ap iL used to be

depicted in non-Islamic literature, is not an accurate

translation or even an adequate description of this notion.

It is necessary to acquire full understanding of Jihad

prior to any attempt to explain the rapid spread of Islam

in iti earlier time, to analyze the relative decadence of'

the last Isl1amic state, and also to foresee the scope of

influence the current Islamic revival may have on an

eventual socio-political. change within the Islamic com-

munity.

Jihad Objectives and Concept

The etymo'orical meaning of UJihad"t in Arabic is.

doing one's utmozt; to reach a giveni objective. In the

Sharia, divinely revealed law ofl Islarm, Jihad is waging warx

to spread Islamic dathorlcy over all the world and establish

the soci~ety o' ~ruth and Justice. However,. spread~ing

Islamic authority does not iniean the &eLimination of' other

monotheist religions, but rather to get Ihuman society rid o"

destructive features sucoh as the practice of usury, igarabling,,

adu"Ctery and other prejudicial pract'ices. Sonme of Miad

objectives and its ccmpulsory charvacter are clearly deCfined

in the Quran:

Ye are the best of peoples, evol.ved f~or mn
kind, enjoining what is~ right, fox-bidding what is
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wrongand belilevinrg in God. .. And fight them1oil until there is no more tumult or oppression,
and there prevails justtce ýnd faith in God alto-
gether and everywhere. . .2. Apostle! rouse

* ihe believers to the figbt. . .2 *Fi-hting is
prescribed foP you, and ye dislike it. *9
Then fight in the cause of God .nd know that God
heareth and knoweta all things.10

The four majAor schools of Islamic -heology,

{a~naf ites., M4alikit , Shafates and Hanbalites agree that

Tihad is in-11.ially a collective obligation for the community.

Yet it may become an individual duty as important as any of

the five pil~lars of Islam :.n case Muslims are attacked.

-Throughout the Quran, Jihad is often co-cited with prayer

and fast. and established as an obligation in the same Surat,

Baara, establishing the fast of Ramadhan. Many Muslim

jurists assert that Jihad has to be waged once a year and

that the abstention-to wage it cannot be regarded as a

matter of principle but merely as a temporary hindrance.

M~ad cart be acti.vated by the deci~ton of the Inam if he

esti.mates that the situation fits xlequirele-nts.

The ideological nature of" this war w'ade it people-

criented rather' than land-oriented. "Ondeed, Islamic history

jshovs that p o 14-t ia a.Lathorit was often gr'anted to new con-

[verted natives once Jlhad. was over 4-n a giveti pr'* r~ The

target pe~ople e'ol' Jihad are generally: divided in~to tour
3.1

C.3tegorles. The Hartis7 the refr~actory Dh1M'im-.s,; t le

Tui~rncoat Mualims, & the aggressors.
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Jihad Motivation

The means of Jihad are defined as the actual fight-

ing and the financial support to this fight as stated in

the Quran:

Against them make ready your strength to the
utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to
strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies, of
God and your enemies, and others besides, whom ye
may not know, but whom God doth know. Whatever ye
shall spend in the cause of God, shall be repaid
unto you, and ye shall not be treated unjustly. 3 4

Those who spend their substance in the cause of
God and follow not up their gifts with reminders
of their generosity or with injury, for them their
reward is with their Lord. On them shall be no
fear, nor shall they grieve. 3 5

The system of reward and chastisement, established

in Islam to sanction obedience, is widely applied to Jihad.

The rewards for Muslims, killed in Jihad and then named

"Chahid," are so attractive that Muslims' fights were char-

icterized by a passionate momentum upsetting combat ratios.

This important combat multiplier roots in the Muslims'

belief that to be killed in Jihad means an automatic and

immediate resuscitation in paradise and that Chahids never

feel the pain of death;

And say not of those who are slain in the way of
God. They are dead. gay, they are living, though
ye perceive (it) not.- Think not of those who are
"slain in Gods way as dead. Nay, they live, fjIding
-heir substance in the ?resence of their Lord.3

" .On the other hand, the abstention or reluctance to

participate In Jihad is penalized by chastisement. More-

over, no Muslim can expect the Jihad rewards if his actual

motivation is to gain authority, celebrity or wealth.

•Jki d :.-'. . ,,:-• ":' .: il•
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Jihad Ethics

Jihad has to be waged according to its ethics pro-

hibiting pillage, mutilation of corpses, killing women,

children, old persons or wounded enemy and wasting means

of livelihood. Abnegation, loyalty, cohesion, discipline,

spirit, steadfastness and serenity are among the required

psychological conditions in the Jihad environment. Some

Quran verses relate to these requirements:

Ye who believe! When ye meet the unbeliever
in hostile array, never turn your backs to them.)
. . . Apostle! Rouse the believers to the fight.
If there are twenty amongst you, patient and perse-
vering, they will vanquish two hundred. If a hundred,
they will vanquish a thousand of the unbelievers,
for these are a people without understanding. 3 9

The derived warlike tradition is deeply anchored in

the Muslim mind and values. Mourning and scrrow are not

justified in a Chahid home; not participating in Jihad is a

motive of shame; a wovnd during Jihad is a testimony of

honor, keeping anonymity while financially supporting Jihad

is a self authentication of faith.

Jihad and Today's Muslims

This moral value system applies alike to individuals

and governments. Some recent examples may illustrate the

lasting validity of the system. The operational code given

to the Suez Canal crossing in 1973 was "Badr" 40; the gal-

vanizing assault order rentains "God is the greatest." The

rebels against colonization In North Africa were named
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"MuJahidin". The Turks killed in action against Greece

were named "Chahid", the P.L.O. is called "Fatah" which is

"a technical term meaning a conqaest for Islam gained in

the holy war," even the P.L.O. units are named after the

great victories won by Muslim arms in the battles of

Qadisiya, Hattin, and Ain Jalut. The military communiques

of "Fatah" always begin with the religious invocation "In

the name of God, the Merciful and the Compassionate."

Likewise, the manual of orientation of the Supreme

Command of the Egyptian Forces issued in 1965 qualified the

Egyptian expedition in Yemen and the war against the state

of Israel as a Jihad for God:

Even more striking is the appearance of reli-
gious language among the secular Turks, who in the
fighting in Cyprus, used numerous Islamic terms to
describe themselves, t•iir adversaries, and the
struggle between them. "

Is it proper to conclude that the Arab-Israeli con-
flict is now a feasible case of Jihad? For Muslims, the

Sstate of Israel represents the Jews defined by God as their

fierce enemy, being in refractory Dhimmi position, occupying

a Muslim land, denying to Muslims political authority and

threatening their holy shrines. Moreover, many Inams

declared that Muslims have to wage Jihad against the state

0of Israel. The reward for Jihad is so attractive and the

chastisement in case of reluctance is so deterrent that an

organized call on Jihad is expected to meet a favorable echo

&mong Muslims' masses now faslcnated by their spectacular

>3,. -... . * L . --- ' - - % - .,: . " - . - ,- .- ' - '•. -. , - --. .'.?"-• - .9 • ' • ' •
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religious revival. However, the favorable echo needs to be

embodied in joined action to meet the Jihad requirements.

Is there now enough solidarity among Muslims to support a

so ambitious enterprise?

.I

9"• _.
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APPENDIX I

The Farthest Mosque must refer to the site of the

temple of Solomon in Jerusalem: on the hill of Moriah, at or

near which stands the Dome of the Rock, called also the

Mosque of Rad'hrat Umar. This and the Mosque known as th,

Farthest Mosque (Masjd-ul-Aqsa) were completed by the Amir

Abd-ul-Malik in AH 68. Farthest, because it was the place

"of worship farthest west which was known to the Arabs in

the time of the holy Prophet. It was a sacred place to both

"Jews and Christians. But the Christians there had the upper

hand, as it was included in the Byzantine (Roman) Empire,

which maintained a Patriarch at Jerusalem. The chief dates

* in connection with the temple are: it was finished by

Solomon about 1004 B.C.; destroyed by the Babylonians under

Nebuchadnezzar about 586 B.C.; rebuilt under Ezra and

:Nehemiah about 51r B.C.; turned into a heathen idol temple

by one of Alexander's successors, Autiochus Epiphanes, 16T

B.C.; restored by Herod, 1770 B.C., A.D. 29; and completely

razed to the ground by the Emperor Titus in A.D. T0. These

* ups and downs are among the greater signs In religious

r m. T'he Mnng of. ,or1=ou3 ... ran by Abdul!ah
Yusuf All (Dar Al-Kitab Al-Masri, Dar Al-Kitab Allubnan!)
vI, p. 693.

i . .



CHAPTER 4

SCOPE OF ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY:

POSSIBILITIES AND PROBLEMS

Today's solidarity among Muslim masses and Islamic

governments is in a transitory phase. The perception of

Islamic solidarity is not yet identical within-the Muslim

j world. The spread of Islamic revival, along with ",he devel-

0opment of education and the improvement of means of communi-

cation, is in a favorable posture to attu6rne worldwide

Muslims to the issue of solidarity. The importance given

to this issue in the Quran, its place in Islamic tradition

and culture kept this ideal of solidarity alive, yet not

very active. The successive trials to embody an ideal of

Pan-Islamism in Muslims' political life expressed the

attributes of pervasiveness, polycentrism and persistence

characterizing contemporary Islamic trends. The interest

of Islamic countries In an organized and effective soli-

darlty is promising enough to be granted priority ove.'- some

peculiar considerations. The exlsting, yet limited, Isamwic

solidaneIty with regard to the " alestinian lssue, has been

enhanced by the asserted full coamitment of the IslamLc

Republic of :ran. The local a.d regional consideraitons in

Paklstan and Turkey make these tvo countries likely to be

55
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ruled by Islamic type regimes in the mid-term. Is it possi-

ble to see this Islamic solidarity moving from talks to

facts?

I. Religious Ground and Political Development

The ideals of fraterni;y and equality, preached by

Islam since its inception, lent a convenient ground for

effective solidarity. Providing necessary support and pro-

tection, enabling early Muslims to perform religious duties

despite a particularly hostile environment, illustrated the

eldest form of Muslims' solidarity. The struggle for the

faith knew, in the same period, a striking example of sacri-

flce to which alternated a strikitig echo of abnegation. It

was the epic event of "hiJra" which has been chosen by

tuslims as the ztartine date of the Islamic era to conse-

crate the extent of sacrifice a Muslim must consent for his

faith and also the scope of solidarity Muslims have to have

in support of sucb a purpose.

The Ansar Anteceden`

The total support of El Ansar' to El •tuhaJ irun• was

77 ott1aracterized- by abpegatoibn "and altrulsmr,, awd became rooted

in the Mu ulm mind as the pattern o0 1ol.dar•ty due to the

fighters for a just cause. God praised It in Curan, and

-,,ade It a comple-ment of Jihad worthy of slmtiar reward:

. As to those vho belleved but came not into
"exile, ye owe no duty of protection to then until
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they come into exile; but if they seek your aid in
religion, it is your duty to help them, except
against a people with whom ye have a treaty of
mutual alli nce. And (remember), God seeth all
that ye do, Those who believe, and adopt exile
an.d fight for the faith, in the cause of God, as
well as those who give (them) asylum and aid--
these are (all) in very truth the believers, for
theirs is the forgiveness of sins and a provision
most generous. 5

The solidarity of El Ansar put M'Tuslims in a proper posture

to wage Jihad and to rescue other Muslims being oppressed:

And why should ye not fight in the cause of
God and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated
(and oppressed)? M'en, women, and children, whose
cry is: "Our Lord! rescue us from this town, whose
people are oppressors, and raise for us from Thee
one who will protect, and raise for us from Thee
one who will help."'6

The perception of Islamic solidarity is strengthened by the

ideal of unity commended to Nuslims' community.

Persistence of Solidarity:

In the absence of actual unity, Mutlims throughout

the world feel bound to a coon entity. .h3s perception

is derived ftmo many aspects of -daily and periodic wors-hip.
i* -iVe times a day, auslims pray in ote d~recton in the same

way. D the me-nth o Ramedhan, all. 'uslims undergo

- the same test of wile and observe the finamental pri4nc4ple3

oC fraternal co-existence;3 by "Zakat", wealthy Muslims

cheerfully share with the poor a part of their wealth. 9

During the plage to Mecca, Muslms take o:f a1. di-

tinctlve a•a'ks and enjoy fraternity and equality In anonr.y-

-"ty and spirItua. fusion. By kisstng the '"Mackstone",
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the individual Muslin* kisses the entire Muslim community

throughout the world and the time.11 The author compares

the kissing of the "Blackstone" to a deed of fraternity

signed by the lips. The Prophet asserted that the validity

of the faith depends on the perception of sincere fraternity

with other Muslims. 1 2

As long as Muslims were governed by a single Islamic

state, the notion of soltdar-... co'fld hardly be discerned

from social cohesion. F: - at times of political tnetr.

morphosls, this solidaxv. ':?m .bodied in several forms:

active and organized at the time of the Crusades, 13 passive

and scattered when collapsed, the Islamic state of
14

Andalous.

Tn the P-th century, when, under the impact of
Austrian and Russian victories argatnst Turkey and

'!.tish successes in India, Muslims began to be aware
that they were no longer the dontnant group In the
world but we-e, on the contrary, threaitened in their
heartlands by a Etrape that waz expanding at Woth
ends. The onyrea 'Ily vitlr:posi we-e reulg;ous
-re*omt movenents, such as the Wa',hhabls in AL-abla and
the refto~ed !1s,.shba.ndI4 order wh~c.e sirreac f.ran ½ndta
to other :'±slh countr~es in the esrly ,3h cnu,
ihen -he three major F.uropear enplr e ruI s-4 over
Xus-lI1 m, those of Britain, ?ranoe, and Rusalia, wett
advancinG in I -rca ::crth Afr ca, and Central A34a,
the most sinificant rovements of resistance werc
•again rel£mus-the IndAar. Wahhabis led bt,;ayy"C
Ahnv!d 151relwl .rcc t L7Ž - tleO

aAtd_'.-Qad~r in !tZorth V'½Ica Cronw 1832. to 18,ý7, h
dot-;eA resItar.e of Shani to th4 Rusl&n•n In
~aq&tal antd the 2ert herr Caucasu;s!' fri 330 5 4

""A :!5. a," "f thez were crushed, but made a con-
slderable impact at the tlte.1 5

"..:1 ' "- ••'-". . . ,.;--<w >::"•'•Nc-."":
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Rise of Pan Islamism

These reactions seem to be the forerunner signs of
Pan-Islamism which has been !ater Lonceived and formulated

ý y Jemal Eddin El Afghani (1838-1897). This concept looked

suitable for Sultan Abdulhamid IIto remedy the internal

disintegration of the Islamic empire and also to rally the

believers to face the growing external threat. Yet, this

appeal was perceived through different perspectives reflect-

ing more concern about local Issues. The Indian Muslims

responded favorably because of the aid they needed to face

the hostile Hindus' environment while Arab Muslims, already

indoctrinated by nationalist revival, reacted with great

caution. Although this trial to put Pan-Islamism in con-

crete form did not win the expected massive support, some

of its offshoots appeared later in other forms such as the

building of the Hejaz railway and the founding of the "ned
Cresent."

The total collapse of the Ottoman empire in 1924

stirred again the idea of an Islamic revival. The brother-

hood organizations were the political expression of these

trends such as "Ashubban Al Muslimun" in 10927 in Egypt,1 6

"Al-Ikhwan Al Muslimun" in 1928 in 4gypt,17 "Fldaiyani

Islam" in Iran," 8 "Khaksars" and "Jamati Islam" In Pakistan. 1 9

Their programs aimed to maximize the interet., in Islamic

values and called for islamic uniti' to achieve political

independence, economical development, and soclal progress for

• J •.. •,••.,•. ..-..•.:.•,..:• .• :..,.:..•.•--••,.• .. ,.,..... -•:i.<•...•- ,,, ....... . . .. . . .i.. . . .-.. . . . ...... . . . . . . . .... . . ,-.
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all Muslims. The foundation of the state of Israel in

Palestine gave the Islamic brotherhoods the genuine oppor-

tunity to convince Muslims about their urgent need of unity

or at least of solidarity. Many factions of Muslim brethren

participated in 1947-48 in the fight against the state of

Israel; elsewhere, many isolated aspects of solidarity were

noted.

The rise of brotherhood alternated with diplomatic

attempts to concretize the Pan-Islamic ideal. However, the

lack of political and theological cohesion within the Muslim

community denied tangIble success to these attempts. This
was seen in the Salonika Congress in 1911,20 the Cairo

Congress in 1926,21 and the Mecca Congress in the same
22

year.

In 1.931, Haj Amin Hussaini, mufti of Jerusalem, 2 3

organized the first "Islamc World Congres.s to discuss the

protection of Islamic holy places in Palestine. Three years

later, four IslamIc states, !ran, Iraq, Turkey and Afhanis-

tan formed the "nucleus of a Moslem League of Nations' by

signing the Pact of Saadabad which called for mutual consul-

tation between the sigrato-as. More progammatic cor.cep-

tions appeared after the birth of the Islamic state of

Pakistan. indeed, the latter organized in 1949, the first

Islamic economic conference including in -zs program the

project of founding a Pan-islamlc air com-pany, a Pan-islamic

"hank and the regular holding of Islamic world congresses.

-, -
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Pan Islam Today

The simultaneous development of nationalism within

the states of the Muslim world was considered by many observ-

ers as a dividing factor in the Islamic community while some

others regarded the phenomenon as a phased Islamic reunifi-

cation starting at national level. Pan Turanism, like Pan

Arabism were the notorious cases viewed through both per-

spectives. Nasser, as an act±ve promoter of Pan Arabism,

emphasized in his "Philosophy of the Revolution,. the need

for a strong link with Islam:

* • II came out increasingly conscious of the poten-
t4a. achievemeats cooperation among all these millions
can accomplish, cooperation naturally not going beyond
their loyalty to their original countries, but which
will ensure for them and their brethren-in-Islam
unlimited power. 2 4

Is this continual search for proper forms to express

the Muslim need of solidarity and hope of unity, an evidence

of the vitality of Pan-Islamism? Is it a premonitory sign

off a possible political Muslim block?

.t is a long iamillar Oact that events in oneVoslem country exercise men's minds On the remotest

corners of the islainic t.orld. This is !ust as much
a fact in the twentieth century as in the time of
the caliphs. Anyone who trikes a note in Morocco
or in tht Sudan must be prepared for the islamic
strings to be set in viLratlon as far acs Paklstan
and Indonesia. Thus, Islamic brotherhood is a lv-
Ing reality in the broad masses of the whole Moslem
comn•nity, orin state frontiers. It is
reflection of popular feelinz. The forum of the
• United Iations Is offering gcver:wier.13 clear evidence
of Moslem solidarlty." 5
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This finding was borne out by some events such as the Arab

states voting as a bloc for Pakistan against ?ndia's candi-

dacy for the U.S. security council despite India's pemnanent

support to Arab issues. The holding of an emergency

"Islamic World Congress" in Islamabad this year to examine

the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is another show of eager-

ness for Islamic solidarity.

It is curious to remark that some non-Islamic powers

were also interested in Pan-Islam although they were ani-

mated by different motivations. In the past, Mussolini

appropriated the label of "Protector of Islam" during the

days of the "Ethiopian incident." Today, Great Britain's

government is allocating funds to establish an Islamic radio

station in London named "The Voice of Islam" which will

broadcast in six lanFuages starting June 1981. This deci-

sion implies, in the author's opiniou, the anticipation of

rapia" spread of Islamic revival, The British instigation in

the foundation of the Arab League in 1945 was perhaps in-

cited by similar fear and hope with respect to the growing

Arab nationalism at that time.

The Muslim solidarity in respect to the Arab-
I, Israeli conflict is influenced by the percept-on of rlsk to

which are exposed religious values in Palestine and also by

the current status of ?an-Islamism. Indeed, in 1976:

Delegates of a 4Jcountry Islamic conference
adopted a statement at the UN on March 12 denounc-
4ng what It terms :srae"'s systematic policy to

- -
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change the status of Jerusalem and gradually
obliterate the Moslem and Christian heritage in
the Holy City. Protest was prompted by recent
incidents in Jerusalem when Jews said prayers
and chanted hymns on Templemt, '0 shrine holy to
both Jewish and Moslem faiths. 2 0

II. Unifying and Dividing Factors

The political picture of the Muslim world in the

last decades was characterized by a diversity of regimes, a

wide spectrum of ideological trends, antagonistic influence

of great powers, hasty searches for identity and surfacing

of islamic revival activities. This picture stood out in a

world of political blocks still in fashion as a major after-

math of World War II. Seldom an Islamic country could

escape from the satell 4 te path evolving around a great

power. The label of non-a Igned scarcely fits some of them,

although many aspire to adhere to a homogeneous political

block where equal membership is supposed to replace the

satellite status.

Within the existing blocks, common bounds are

usually either geographical, strategic, eth.6c or ideoloUc.

The latter seems to be the kind of block suitable for

Islamic states. The author thinks that it Is relevant to

* make the pol't~cal dlffe:eence between Islamic states and

Mu Musli=s' countries. The latter, although of limited number,

apply aecular systems while the former* assert in their

constitu:tion that Islam is the religion of state, which

entails an obligation to seek conformity with IaMIC
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precepts in all fields of decision making. Some Western

observers summarize their appraisal of the Muslim World's

political unity by affirming that there are as many unifying

factors as dividing ones among this world's countries.

Interests in Soldarit

* -I Are there concurrent and conflicting interests in

* :: Islamic solidarity in general? To what extent do they

affect the Arab-Israel! conflict? The following answers

are given in form of findings and logical deductions in-

ferred from an analysis of Muslim countries' political

choices reflecting internal political condition and external

diplomatic posture. On the internal ground, a show of

* Islamic solidarity may entail a gain of credibility among

masses and may facilitate a preemptive sponsoring of Islamic

revival by a government. Then, internal unity can be

* t achieved and guaranteed since islami forbids dissidence as

long as the ruler himself conforms to religious principles.

This environment may also help developing and pro-

motinR a proper identity. It may, thereafter, provide the

Islamic states with adequate means to defeat outsider trends

looking for ideological vacuum. Solidarity is known for Its

capabillty of diverting from Internal Issues or at least the

postponement of their surfacing. As for the International

ground, the Interest of these statos could be the adherente

to an interdependent block representing an important human
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and material potentiality. This block may also provide a

convenient platform for its states to solve bilateral dis-

cords or to seek support in case of conflict with a third

party. Moreover, belonging to a mutually responsible block

of credible weight usually deters any outsiuer from attempt-

ing to prejudice any member of the block. The interest in

Islamic solidarity has been expressed by Saudis in these

words: "The kingdom espouses and pursues solidarity because

it is the best solution for the Arab and Islamic nation from

its plight and from the obstacles which block the road to a

bright future. 2 7

Islamic Solidarity and Palestine

These general considerations may be augmented by

specific ones when related to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The nature of the religious values at stake for the Islamic

states in this case, and especially the perceptible threat

to holy places and shrines of Is.am at the present t -me and

in the future, are of high interest for all Islamic coun-

tries. The economic potential oQf some Arab countries -firmly

cor.ummitted to the Palestinian issue can satisfy the needs of

many Islambc countries and lessen their dependence on some

undesirable and impeding partners. Even Turkey, the sole

,uslim state recognIzIng the state of Israel, perceived a

positive outcome from Islamic solidarity. Indeed:

Metin Munir analyzes Turkey's attempts to
diversify Its traditionally western-linked foreign

- , _, ". . .. . . .- . ..."" • _ : -°."* ... .;- . ..... ." " " "- -;/ - "2 : I " ' i



66

policy, cites Turkey's joining of Islamic confer-
ence to gain non-aligned support and its permission
to the (PLO) to open bu~reau in Turkey, rin'ds strat-
~gy successful in (giving) Turkey solidarity with
Islamic states and Islamic conference support for
Turkish 7ypriots; notes Islamic conference adopted
a resolution recognizing federal system in Cyprus
and granting implicit recognition of ge ogre ghi cal
and ethnic separation of Cyprus community.2~

On the other side, the ideal of Islamic unity, often

expressed as a reliable frame of solidarity, may find some

difficulties today because of th.ý. necu1.iar concerns of each

state and because of ideological, political and economical

ties each state may have with great powers. indeed, regimes

In Muslim countries range from medieval feudality to scien-

tific socialism. Political systems include totalitarian

monarchies and weste.rn type democraa!o:ý as well as eastern

ones. The inoompatibility of these social, political and

economical stcructures reduce the chances of a rapid politi-

cal unity ov. the Muslim world. However, the siolidarity,

existing today in rmultiple form3, may not be zo, negatively

affected. It may rather be a question of the possible field

of solidarity and expected degree o.* corm~mitmer't each. Ilamr-A

country is- Likely to choo-se.

1.C-ert ,,nd Expected soliidari4-:
-i drt eae t

In the m~id-term, the Isla.-c -Sol-drt eltdt

the Arab-Israeli conflict is expected to remain Variable

-accord. Z, to the polit'Ical role ;iven to telfgicn in each

s-ae an~d according to the perception of the ftlestinian

issiue fron an lslam ic perspecti.ve. The effect of" this
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solidarity is affected by geographical considerations and

the status of elements of power of each state. Like the

Arab solidarity today, the Islamic solidarity in the mid-

term may show each state participating in the general effort

in its own way before and during crisis. In this context

also, solidarity is expected to be waged in two minds:

pledging oneself beyond prejudicial sacrifice or short of

* it. A forecast on the degree of solidarity in crisis time

cannot be accurate because of the emotional development that

may rise and the contagious behavior of solidarity that may

spread. Then pre-established priorities may be changed at

the expense of lccal programs.

The Iranian Pattern

As for the forms of Isl3amic solidarity, with respect

to the Arab-Israeli conflict, they also vary in consistency,

conlinui..y and t! melness of the expected support. The

"J : present analysis wil! ,focus especially on the polittcal,

economical and military fields of this solidarity, In the

past and In the Arabic context, this solidarity drew a

sinusoldal path zoeaching Its peak at Crisis periods. In the

Smid-term, some non-Arab Islam-c countries, advocating equal

-esponsibility vis-a-vs the conflic•t• , may considerably

"affect th-e preva'1ling. strategic balazee An the reg.on. Jf

tangible, this =cmmitment w411 d•scont-nue the Arab monopoZ4y

of the issue and open it to actual islamzatlon.
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It is timely to remark that the idea of Islamization

surfaced when a major Arab state, Egypt, withdrew from the

belligerency and a non-Arab Islamic one, Iran, claimed fall

commitment to the issue. The Islamic Republic of Iran will

be considered in the following assessment as an example of an

Islamic state emerging from an Islamic revival movement;

however, similar regimes may be adopted in preemption of a

long and violent process.

"Since the first days of the new Iranian regime,

total support to the Palestinian issue has been officially

expressed. Moreover, Iranians pledged themselves to share

the struggle for the liberaticn of Palestine. In fact,

their new constitution stipulated in Art. 3, para 5, 15 and

16 and in Art. 152, that Iran will defend the right of all

r:Muslims, will fight colonization, will strengthen Islamic

solidarity and will organize Its foreign policy according to

Is-amic values. !mms Ayatollah Khomeini and Shartet Madari

were more *pecific by clai~mng that the Palest4nI4an question

is not an Arab concern but rather an Islm&Ic issue and that

H1us Lis have to wage "JIhad" asatnat the state of israel.

The Influence of the Iranfan call for an Ts•amitat-!on of -. ,e

* 1 conflict may be evaluated through the favorable response o0'

Muslims throughout the world tn organizIng the annual day of

Jerusalem on the last FrIday of Ramadhan. The scope ce thIs

- y.blc drty may be measured through., the coesents

-. ae by, :4enacbhi Beb-In and M4oshe iýayan &,Iter the success: ul
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celebration of this day in August 1979. Both, and in very

similar words, asserted that the era of darkness began for

the state of Israel. Moshe Dayan exploited the event to

warn the West of the growing threat of Islamic revival among

Arab countries and othert. such as Turkey and Afghanistan.

Possible Developments in Pakistan and Turkey

The author believes that the next Middle Eastern

states expected to adopt Islamic regimes and attitudes are

Pakistan and Turkey.

PFor the case of Pakistan, the measures radically

Islamizing the legis.lation. and affecting many aspects of

political and social life, express by their implementation,

the government's determination to safeguard the religious

character of the state. The prevailing political situation

in the area and the %tttt its by external powers to disunite

the state, by plottlng strlfe anion- ethnic groups, can only

be overcome by maximtzing reljgjots values commending unity

and obedience. Tht .rowing animosity with regional and

world powers and • still fresh lesaons£ frw the Bangladesh

'lWar show the urgec;t need of Paklstan for reliable sol.darIty.

'iThe shlaric .dentity of the state, its CeographicaC locat.vn,
cultural af,1.ites and t\e -ecent poit,*cal development of

_!laztic revival In tie -rtglon, are expected to direct the

choice of Pakistan toward the Islamic block. The concurrent

Informat.ions about the bodirc. of a.nuclear banb partIally
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financed by Lybia and labeled in the West as the"Islamic

bomb," relate Pakistan's great concern of security, urgent

need of assistance and suitable frame for political coopera-

~' I tion. Moreover, the recent information on the said bi-

lateral cooperation between India and the state of Israel

in nuclear fields., are likely to bring together Pakistan

and Arab countries. Hence, the commitment of Pakistan to

the Palestinian cause within the frame of Islamic solidarity

seems t.o have national and emotional grounds corresponding

to the people's aspiration and to the government's need.

As for Turkey, the appraisal lacks convincing facts,

although a rapid and violent change is not totally excluded.

Ln-deed, some symptoris of change, not too different fron

those which Prevailed in Iran before the revolution, let one

expect tespread and development of Islamic revolutiornary

behavior in this country. The Kemali~sm which tried to root,

TuZ-urey out of the criental culture and greet her to the

oc-cidental one A.s now being ctcedall etailing as clum-s

cross-breed rejected by one side and repudiated by the other.

ra fact, during their conflict with Greece about Cyprus V

many Ttuvk3 Oelt betrayed by the Weat and ignored by the

East.. The lf~uence o" reltzious -eawakenins 4n 'Turkey :tade

the supporters of" Kenal! c'dln that Xemall±= was a eI -

* gious refozrm using secular maethod3 to achleve rapid change.

In 97,the tone of sc.-e rellgfous cranzilat ions

such aa the "Rialders" and the ":dealtst Youth" showed their
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determination in the struggle f'or an Islamic Tm-kish state

despite the government's violent and illegal reactions. The

"tRaiders"t asserted in a statement made on 29 Nov 79 that:

A Muslim can never yield to the snares of~
oppression and exploitation. Everyone., no matter
who they are, will pay individually for what they
have done to the Muslims. One day, those who ta -9

* rori-e others will have their turn to be af~raid.

The "Idealist Youth Organization" statelt their goals

and policy in a declaration made on 9 Jan 7,9.

Our ideal is to rebuild Turkish Ilamic civil-
ization. The idealist movement is not a aountt-Žr
movement against a handful of communists; it Is a
movement for the revival of' the iriaa of worl d o,-d.er

7 against the age of oppression. it is a moveme-nt
to rebuild Islamic civilication, whic .il Mor a te
mankind as opposed to a mateftalist alvilizationý
We -must be prepa-red ±for the tougher, larger s tru
gle. *We belteve that the 17urkish, nation wi!Ll
return to itself" and to thie great holp activitles.
Signs of' this have begun nationwlide, even in t1*he
remtotest corner of' Anatolia. .Let us Unite
under the ,an that people are the only fist
against, Lo~' et uristaug-1"-' !~'or out., n~mator,
our relIglan, ana the lbera-to!n, o:ý Isam N.-'ay t~
peace o.ý Allah be uponl U3.30

Th uthor *'hnk:3 that t-he -eturn Of' Trley to the

is lannic blocik In the -w"d-term. look* -verlt kely be.cause oC

the ser~u io, n1terna. political prob lems, the vulerabiltt

-' 0an economy depend ng on both energy prtoduce.-* and. dua.

t."Lallzd countre and the reglofta' polltical dievelo pmen t

high'y Infl~uenced ty 1slar,.

Thuzs, the e"L~eet of Isa lmz-att on of the r-rae

con"'lict !at the =mid-term. wl:*. be exarilned vfth the assum~-p

tlon t -ran, ?aktstan and Turkey wtl' be Cor--itted to the

Falestlnl~an cause aa an 1IsAmic Isaue needy ol. block
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solidarity. The remaining non-t-I Mus!im countrieL and

influential Muslim minorities will b considered for a

lesser degree of commitment and for limited fields of

solidarity. Their role is not expected to be a determinant

strategic factor. However, their contribution, eiliher

1 active or passive, would be a considerable backine.

t.

I



ENDNOTES

1. The Prophet's exile from Mecca.

2. Muslims of Metina who granted asylum to the
Prophet and His fellows.

3. Muslims who left Mecca and joined the Prophet
in Medina.

J 4. Abdullas Yusýf Ali, The Meanings of the Glorious
Quran (Cairo, Beir~it, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Masri, Dar Al-Kihab
Allubrani) Surat VIII, Arfal, Verse 72.

5. Ibid., Sui'at VIII, Anfal, Verse 74.

S6. btid., Surat IV, Nisaa, Verse 75.

7. frayers are done in the directi.on of Mecca and
are organized in the same way everywhere.

8. The faot makes wealthy people feel the hunger
endured by the poor; besides, gossip and slander are incom-

patible with fastilg.

9. Zakat is a mandatory alms giving and not an act
of charity.

10. Men usually wear two pieces of fabric and enjoy
fraternal co-existence with each other.

11. Muslims use to kiss the "Blackstone" when they

visit the Kaab~a. The "?Blackstone"t is located at one corner
of the Kaaba.

•-I'm "brother".

12. It is now a tradition Lo call a Mu. be.

1.3. The war waged under Saladin.

14. Muslims of Maghreb (-North Africa) gave asylum
and assistance to Muslims expelled from Andalous, Spain.

15. Bernard Lewis. The Return of Islam, p. 49.

16. Mu3lims' youth.

17. Muslims' brethren.

73

.................................. rI~



74
18. Faithful defenders of Islam.

19. Islam's group.

20. This Congress adopted a resolution to meet
annually in Constantinople.

21. Sponsored by the "Ulemas" of A1-Azhar Univer-
sity.

22. Many countries did not attend the congress.

23. Mufti is the highest authority in Islamic
jurisprudence.

24. Gamal Abel Nasser, The" Philosophy c. the
Revolution (Cairo n.d.), pp. 67, 77.

25. F. W. FernEu, Moslems on the March (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1954), p. 84

26 New York Times, March 13, 1976, p. 4, column 8,
Fiche 72-. 6-57.

27. Editorial. A1-Riyad (in Arabic), Nov 14, 1978,

p. 1 (JPRS:072571 p. 57).

28. Middle-East, July 1976, P. 33, column 1.

29. Milli Gazete, (in Turkish), Nov 29, 1979, PP.
l 1, 11.

30. Milliyet, (in Turkish), Jan 9, 1979, p. 9
(JPRS:072851, pp. 117-120.

ý* . JM



CHAPTER 5

STRATEGIC EFFECTS: A MUSLIM PERSPECTIVE

The possible strategic effects of an Islamization
Sof the Arab-Israeli conflict may affect the regional balance

of power at the expense of the state of Israel. The power

of the Arab states, when augmented by those of Iran, Pakis-

tan and Turkey along with a possible moral backing from

other Islamic countries, may unbalance the power ratio

prevailing in the Arab.,Israeli conflict. Otherwise, the

political and economical inteidependence among nations makes

the involvement of great powers in such conflict almost

unavoidable. However, the strategic interest of these

powers in the Middle East, often described as vital, may

P • main vulnerable to credible pressure in the mid-term.

Subsequently, critical choices may ultimately be made in

variance with current policy, thus removing strong taboos

from changing traditional commitment in the conflict.

The geographical element of power of the Islamic

political block, expected to oppose the state of Israel,

includes somre influential factors that may affect the policy

making of the rival powers with regard to the regional

issues. Indeed, the size, the location, the natural re-

sources and the demographic features may incite great

powers to reassess and reconsider their current Middle

75
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Eastern policies. As for the use of these geographical

advantages along with the political and economical ones, it

is foreseeable that they will be committed to isolate the

state of Israel from her supporters and suppliers. Then,

once weakened, the use of the military element of power may

be considered in a situation where antagonists claim exclu-

sive right to rule the land of Palestine.

The use of political, economical and military ele-

ments of power, by the opponents of the state of Israel,

is expected to be directed on the political decision making

arena of influential powers to include major actors, agen-

cies, and public opinion. However, it is difficult to fore-

see the reactions of these powers in a crisis environment,

when time is not adequate for rational process, emotion

affects logical options, risk jeopardizes vital interests,

and uncertainty prevails over opponents' behavior. Never-

theless, an empirical approach enhanced by comparative

technique may lead to workable deductions with regard to

this potential case.

I. Political Effects

A. Anticipated Environment

Denying moral support to the state of Israel and

impelling her to political isolation along with splitting

the political consensus of the Jewish community are the

potential effects of a joined Islamic political endeavor,

It is generally admitted that the political strength of the
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state of Israel lies in the extensive use of psychological

persuasion and deterrence through adopted and expedient

propaganda. Indeed, the state of Israel exploited the

historical and mythical aspects of the Nazi "Holocaust"

to graft to the western mind a perception of guilt toward

the Jewish community. The western target audience was

gained by an abundant literature and other forms of art and

communication, portraying the state of Israel as an inno-

cent community threatened by ruthless neighbors. This image

of eternal victim, heroically withstanding an environment

traditionally hostile to the West, gave the state of Israel

the touching picture of ambassador of occidental civiliza-

tion and defender of its interests in the region. From

these considerations, now accepted as verities in the West,

* the state of Israel drew considerable moral and material

support reaching sometimes the level of unconditional com-

* mitment.

This support was relatively unlimited by guarantee-

ing to Israel an overall power exceeding those of the Arab

countries combined. It was illustrated by the huge support

granted to Israel by the United States during the 1973 War

to give her an overwhelming military power, This decision

wai implemented at the expense of the strategic military

posture of the United States forces themselves. Besides,

the issuing of a nuclear alert order to the United States

forces, in the same period, showed the extei of commitment
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consented to the security of Israel. Curiously, the policy

of the Soviet Union with regard to this issue led to the

same objective, yet through another approach. The Soviet

Union was among the first countries to recognize the state

of Israel in 1948. The first Arab-Soviet partnership was

made by the first Egyptian Republic at the time of the arms

deal right after failing to conclude a similar one with the

United States. Thus, recoursing to the eastern block,

despite a spontaneous preference for the West, was dictated

merely by an urgent need of defense. Hence, the existence

of Israel compelled the Arabs to collaborate with the Soviet

Union. Thereupon, the policy of the Soviet Union consisted

in providing the collaborating Arab countries with enough

means for self defense but never enough to Jeopardize the

existence of the state of Israel. This policy was illus-

trated in 1971 by a disguised refusal to provide Egypt with

offensive means to wage a decisive war against the state of
2

Israel.

The state of Israel drew a part of her strength on

one hand from the political division among Arab governments

and on the other hand, from the active solidarity of the

Jews abroad. The Jews who did not emigrate to Palestine,

on purpose according to Arab analysis, provide moral,

financial and political support to the state of Israel, con-

cidered by Zionists as the state of all the Jews whatever

may be their official citizenship, 3 On the contrary, Arab
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states did not perceive Arab nationalism in a common per-

spective; their consensus on the Arab-Israeli conflict was

generally described in general terms. This lack of politi-

cal cohesion was aggravated by a competition of leadership

between parties and high officials and various states. This

political variance was also extended to the Palestinians'

movements impeding any tangible action in proportion with

their actual potential.

Therein, while Jews congregate around religious

motive, Arabs experienced many difficulties in trying to

4 gather around a nationalist concept. Thus, it is likely

that the efforts of Islamic opponents of the state of Israel

will act to occasion a political holdup within the state of

Israel and among Je3wish communities abroad.

B. Diplomatic Spheres

The large representation of Muslim countries in

almost all international and regional organizations, the

sum of diplomatic affinities gained by each Muslim country,

and the advantage of great power rivalry, offer to Muslim

"states the opportunity to win over the support of inter-

national organizations. This support is necessary to con-

test the diplomatic legality of Israel as well as her

legitimacy in dealing with PaJestinians. This diplomatic

conjuncture may favor the settlement of the Palestinian

political entity and may also compel the Egyptian government
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to reconsider its commitment to the implementation of the

peace treaty with Israel.

The United Nations organization looks to be the best

forum for the Islamic countries to grapple with the legality

of Israel since this state was officially born in this

organization. For obvious religious motives, the Islamic

countries, except Turkey and Iran, never recognized the new

state. The diplomatic struggle initiated by the Arab states

gained in intensity and effectiveness at the time of the

Islamic solidarity in 1969. Indeed, the burning of EL AQSA

mosque, in Jerusalem in the same year was the reason behind

the establishment of the "Islamic Conference Organization,"

now representing forty-four countries and granted the status

of permanent observer at the United Nations since October

* 1975. One of its diplomatic achievements was the conderming

of Zionism as a form of racism in the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly on November 10th, 1975.

Delegates of many countries that sponsored or
voted for resolution indicate that some of the
principal factors in their decisions were determi-
nation of some Arabs to destroy Israel, effective

lobyin byPalst n~ns, 1-oslem unlty, persu-s4v-i lobbying by Pa "--" n- V4 LA- &..... %#,Y 9 Q - U *

influence of Moslem dominated oil cartel, ang anti-
kmerican pique in some third world countries.

SHowever, the proposition made in Jeddah in July 1975 to

expell the state of Israel from the United Nations organi-

zation was postponed by Muslim foreign ministers in the

United Nations despite the fact that Israel is the most fre-

quently condemned state by the United Nations in the world.
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Besides, it is likely that the position of some Islamic

countries, especially Iran and Pakistan, will be tougher

vis-a-vis state of Israel. Indeed, Iran accused the state

of Israel of previous assistance to the "Sava1e'and of

6inflaming the Kurdish problem in Kurdistan, Pakistan

charged Israel for collaborating with India in building

.7her nuclear capability. On account of these considerations,

Ti and in the absence of signs of possible change in the state

of Israel position toward the United Nations resolutions

concerning the Palestinians, it seems very likely that the

forty-four members of Islamic Conference Organization will

not postpone their resolution tc use all available diplo-

matic mea..s to expell the state of Israel from the United

Nations Organization. Many Af-rican and third world members

may join this endeavor because of the growing political and

economical mutual support between Israel and the South

African government.8

- In a parallel way, the Islamic countries, which have

already suspended Egyptian membership in the Islamic Con-

ference Organization because of the Camp David Peace Treaty,

are providing diplomatic support to the PLO as the legal and

sole representative of the Palestinian people. This growing

* support is expected to bring more official recognition of

the PLO and subsequently more chance for a settlement of the

Palestinian question in acceptable terms. Meanwhile, the
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"Jerusalem Committee" established by the Islamic Conference

Organization will continue its efforts to lead an interna-

tional action for the liberation of Jerusalem.

On another hand, the future of the peace treaty

between the governments of Israel and Egypt seems to be a

preferential target for the Islamic political solidarity

which has already inflicted on Egypt a political isolation

and internal unrest. The traditional diplomatic weight of

Egypt, as an influential member in Arab and Islamic spheres,

totally disappeared. The result may lead both signatories

ofthe treaty to reassess its anticipated optimistic outcome.

Moreover, the rise of Islamic revival in Egypt and abroad

may keep the momentum of the treaty short of the Sinai bor-

der. Thus, on the diplomatic ground, the posture of the

state of' Israel may ace difficult experience especially if

effective pressure is directed on her traditional suppcrters.

Meanwhile, the PLO may keep gaining diplomatic credibility.

C. Public Opinion

Diplomatic action may not be effective wltnout a

parallel effort on public opinion in some countries. Hen•.

it is very likely that the Islamic countries will t" to

defeat the state of Israel in her tradItIonal stro" -

major source of moral support, the western publi..

This need of waging a broad informative action, is",.n

the Zionists' indoctrination of western public o,.

looks very timely becausc of the striking misun,.rstanding



83

of the essence of the conflict. It is generally believed in

Arab and Islamic spheres that this misunderstanding is

mainly due to the fact that "Jews have either ownership or

corporate lev&. control" over influential means of communi-
10

cation in western Europe and the United States. Thereby,

the state of Israel has always been portrayed for the west-

ern mind as a "bastion of democracy" and "champion of peace"
if

facing a risk of4 annthilation. The reactions of a target

audience exposed to a quasi-monopoly of information, were

obviously consistent with the antlcipated effect of congen-

ia]ity and support. Besides, the resignation of the late

Chief of Staff of the United States, General Brown, of

Andrew Young, the United Nations Ambassador, the defeat of

President Carter in the New York Primarles and the precart-

ous position of Secretary of ztate C. Vance, show t" span

of influe--"n-e on United States politIcs enjoyed by the state

of Israel, through the k.erican Jewish lobby, considered by

Muslims actual ruler of the mass media.

'These very means of informatior. vaged a broad anti-

Islaelc campalgn at the time of the rise of Islaic revival

in Iran and subsequent political developments In Iran and
Sother Muslims countries. The Islamic answer to this ca.m-

paign was expressed by the islazic Conference Or.anIzatIon

47: • new Secretary General, Habtb Chatty, as an Inform.atIve

action: "revealiag Islam in its true light, destroying the
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too numerous legends and the overly harsh view which pre-

sents Islam as a dogma of violence, fanaticism and intoler-

ance."

It is likely that Islamic countries will reinforce

previous Arab attempts to reach international public opin-

ion and t,3 provide it with another version of the conflict.

The financial means, the access to broad info.rmation and

• the mastering of many languages are as much resources as

Muslim countries may commait to this purpose. Then an impor-

tant outcome may result from the anticipated objective

receptivity of the public opinion: Palestinlans and their

supporters will forsake violent proceedings to attract the

notice on this issue. The western mind, still traumatized

by the he.In.ous =msdeeds o!' racism during the second world

war perIod, may then be easily attuned to the Paeatinlan

complaints of similar deeds.

interna tIon-al public opinton may also be reached

through coordinated action of,1 Islamic seacrdnry Inst~tut on
re sr• secC `ocal groups. Thes'b organ.zatlcns,

s•ither labor unions, student organIzations, sport-lesgues or

prote3sional assoc ations, represent a large body o' =embers

. In Tl-ssic countr~ea because of the growing demographIc

"factor. Sealdes, the Important number of Hushi6 Horkers and

students abroad may support this overall inforative action,

to influence Internat IonaI pptlic support by actIng within

their range of contact. Thus, a planned provrrm and a
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coordinated action, directed towards denying moral support

to the state cf Israel, is likely to be conceived to influ-
ence West-Žrn putlicopint . Accordingly, adequate resources

may be committed to make an end to the monopoly of ±rtforna-

tion and lessen its indoctrinal effect.

D. Interest Groups

The political effect of6 an Islemic endeavor, attempt.
.. ing to thwart the state of Israel's ascendancy over western

* I. political decision making areas, would be incomplete and

* i perhaps vowed to fatlure, if Interest groups wtl' not oe

adequately and properly handled. Indeed, minority groups

and zulttnatiocnal corporations, which used to ±nfluence the

A -ab-'IsraeU conflict are expected to keep on th4s tnf'lu-

ee.The Jewrslh conriunty, espe-a~ll-yn, the United

States, coiA~siderabvt af'fected the Amzer~can po Ittcaz.ý optton*

tnthe Middle S'st and thereby enhanced. the state of sre

postre. -his .nfluence dates back to !9~420 after the
-taer "S t ruLma" ac cident, whn the "A.zevican Ettergency

Cc-s ~e fr InstAfars-" Wa5 estatL';hed. V0- Years

In .hl.- conce-t for the cutcene of the electin,
Fpa 1ry "th'uman bowed toc the will -tCe the 'Z".on 3t st

* ~~S'nce eet-*v ecn ofl Anercan .Thwerv tve-d
'In fourteen cities c,-:oncer.trated ifn tthe I ta e 2 with
the larest 7etc atvte, ind forty-twc percent
were res~dent 1rn New Yoý rk Ctthe ikey 17- the
Errpire State wfuth Its forty-silve el ettcral Aet-es ,
he coufld do no less. . . tUhforttmate'l:;, until1
recently, donestiec pz1"tlocs 1tn- A.-erica havýe dictated
VaS. react"-on to all Arab-Zsrsela. cet"1cnlcs No
Aner~.can leader, whatever his sta-ture or party*.
azf±2.latlcra, has had pol-ItIcal2 courare t~o suw;eat
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that a re-examination of American policies might
be in order. Israel's influence on American poli-
tics stens from a variety of factors that should
be mentioned. P'irst is the concentration of the
"Jewish vote"l in the five key states of New York,
>• ?nnsyivania, Ohio, Tllinois and California. No
candidate aspiring to the White House can ignore
"The electoral votes of these states. The finan-
cial contributions of wealthy pro-IsraelI American1 Jews and firms to '.he campaigns of the political
parties are equally important. Another element is
the Jewish influence n, if not near control of,American mass-media. 2

It 4Moreover, the Jewish communIties in western countries and

especially in the United U'States, are providing the state of

Israel ,ith substantial financial support since favorable

tax structure facilitated such action.

it !s against these influential capabilites that

Isamlc countroes are like!- to react by *sing several con-

verg -1n ways. They have already started a camppain callifn

: 4ra dta-I~t~tctn between a Jew and a Zionist. Ordy the

latter t be'ng deaarbed as enem:; because hfa pc•l-tial

g~cram 43 cofls~dered by Xu~aIIM ma shh e"d ta to

3L-xz;c value. C, the contrary the Jew ±aS ce::ned So1.t4

rIb esl-ett to hi; rel:lg:ous belIe ati Is 4lnICPtd to

espcuz the po itica. Ideali dlctated by his actuaC citizen-

Thip. Thls approach has not yet entaed tanr.'-e outtcne

because of the "stronig tnot t!ies boes zdtng Jews what4ever

may be their citizensh-Mp or thCI?ý poZltcCz orientat ion.

Besides, the gap renafn; wide even between politIcai vri

of -Mcderate Vtll-s' an ceate 'ews. :4ence, 'Tewlsr inlc-

ence on pres~dent-±a. eecttia in thit_ "n.ted £tVea cv:ý-

ttnue to be poictdrfC
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It is not excluded that another minority group, the

American blacks, may Interfere with their action. First,

because of the growing number of blacks converted to Islam;

second, because of the recent animosity developed between

Jews and blacks after the resignation of United Nations

Ambassador Andrew Young. This animosity is likely to devel-

op because of the close political and economical ties

between the state of Israel and the Scouth African govern.-
'• 13

-I menrt. In addition, the weight of the black minority in

elections is important. As for the financing of these

elections, the wealth of some Islamic states when associated

with the power of sympathizer oil corpan!es) may counter-

balance the financial influence of the Jews. The same coal.-

t.on. may lead to a readjustment of legislation allowlng

transfer of funds to the state of Israel as well as the one

authorizing dual citizenship for American Jews residing in

Palestine.

Thus, the possible action of Islamic countries at

the interest gVoups level seems to be uncertain, especIally

in a crisis situation. However, the means traditiono&ly

used by Jewish lobby to influence western politics may be

available, in the mid-term, to other interest groups having

common interests with Islamic countries.

So to sum, the political effects that may r-esult

from Islami-zation of the Atab-lsraelI conflict with the

antlcIpated partic!.pation of the majority, of the Islamic



88

Conference Organization in diplomatic and informative

efforts, the following changes are possible:

0 The state of Israel may undergo a severe diplo-

matic isolation along with possible expulsion from the

United Nations Organization.

e The PLO may gain more diplomatic credibility and

"foresake violent behavior to attract the notice of the

public opinion.

a The Camp David Peace Treaty knay beeome obscltte

and may incite Egypt to seek reconciliation with other

Islamic countries,

of-* A mass media campaign may break the Jewish mon-p-

oi of information and place the iestern audience more

* objective conditions of inforration.

"' The western moral support to the state of Israel

may weaken and ultimately disappear.

* Conflicting interests among interest groups may

le,.lser the influence of the Jewish lobby on western politi-

cal decision makers.

I1. Economzeal Effects

A. Anticipated Enviror.ment

The use of the economic element of power by !s1%mic
opponents of the state of Israel may seriously affect the

already critical condition of the latter's economy. The

important economic resources of the Islamic countries, the

proved relative dependence of great powers on these
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resources, the effectiveness of previous economic pressures,

the considerable amount of financial assets owned by Islamic

countries, and the economic vulnerability of western alli-

ances, are factors that may contribute to weaken Israel.

These pressures may hinder the development of her economy,

deter Jews abroad from emigrating, limit the opportunities

for favorable tradeand aggravate the economic strain result-

ing from political isolation. The Islamic economic action

may amplify the attempt already begun by Arab countries.

In addition to these countries, Iran is already committed

to the action, some other Islamic countries may Join it

whenever a common interest exists or as long as conflicting

interests do not surface.

External pressure and internal economic requirements

are the main constraints that may limit the scope of commit-

ment of some Islamic countries although the development of

effective Islamic solidarity may lessen the effect of these

constraiznts. As for the new spirit that may characterize

this action, it stems from a religious outlook that can

motivate a protracted action despite an eventual risky con-

ditlon.

The current organ!"zational framework for such an

action seems to be the Islamfc Conference Organization which

encourages inter-Islamic trade as well as the development of

technical and iananciai cooperation and sponsors an assocta-

t'in of Islamic econormic boards. Three of its agencies show
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the political interest in the economic cooperation: the

"Islamic Solidarity Fund," the "Islam Bank" and the "Jerusa-

lem Fund." However, it is not sure that this frame will be

suitable for such an action in crisis situation unless

cautious planning pre-conceives a contingency scheme of

action. Moreover, the vital economic interests of the
United States, Western Europe, Japan, and thae Soviet Union

in the Middle East region for the mid-term, may impose great

caution on Islamic countries in conceiving or implementing

a broad economic aution.

Both pre-emptive and retaliatory measures may char-

acterize the spectrum of actions and reactions available to

the Islamtc economic endeavor. However, the degree of mot!-

- vation and organtzation, as well as the cautious and expedi-

ent approach to economic divergence within alliances and to

economic rivalry between great powers, may place the Islamic

countries in a favorable posture to face possible counter-

measures. The favorite ground of this economic confronta-

tion or pressure will normally be found everywhere as

A Islamic strength alternates w-Ith a weakness of its actual

"or potential opponents. These grounds seem to be within

the circles of Intluence of oil, financial assets, and trade

with the participation of larger numbers o rslatic countries

in auxiliary level of support.
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B. The Oil

The use of oil by Islamic opponents of the state of

Israel may seriously aggravate the world energy crisis and

impel influential powers to critical choices leading to

significant political concessions to Islamic countries or

to a violent confrontation open to great power direct

involvement. A West-East compromise on the issue in non-

H crisis situations as welL as in a crisis looks unlikely

because of their antagonist strategic interests in the area
for the mid-term. Also, it is not excluded that an oil

crisis, either plotted by a great power or organized by

producers may be exploited to improve a given military

posture in the are&.

A The economic dynamism in most countries depenas on

the availability of adequate suitable affordable amounts of

energy. The Importance of oil stems from the fact that it

7 is a nonrenewable source of energy concentrated in an area

known for political instability. Oil Is still considered

a vital materia'0. for IndustrIalized countries' economy as

well as for oll producers who have no alternate economic

resources. The Islamic countries are amorL the most impor-

tant producers of oel and holders of the greatest &mount of

published proved reserves of crude oil in the world. The

Arab OPEC (AOPEC) plus Iran hold more than one half of the

world crude oil needs. As for Thdonesla, she may not be

fully co=mltted to an Islamic use of the oil weapon,
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nevertheless, keeping on her current policy within OPEC

would be adequate backing to the Islamic endeavor.

The United States, Western Europe and Japan depend

considerably, yet in different degrees, on the Islamic oil

for their economy while the USSR is expected to experience

similar needs by 1982. Western observers think that the

Soviet Union will take a different approach to the oil
energy issue and Indicate that the Soviet invaion of Afghan-

istan may be the first step in this approach.

The present analysis will emphasize the situation

for western countries as direct influential powers on

Israeli politics. The role and weight of oil companies in

these states remain essential despite an ebbing status

within OPEC. Indeed, they went from sole owner in 1908 to

partner in 1950 to contractor or consultant today. The

success of the Lybian breakthrough in 1972, the relative

failure of H. Kissinger's proJact of an "International Energy

Agency" and the 1973 Arab oil embargo made both.producers

and consumers of oil aware of the effect of the use of such

a weapon. In fact, many '.t ,,tas are still experietcnr4g

the prejudice of these measures and cannot neglect the

4 effect of slmllar ones in the future. It would be tco

optimistic to expect a replacement of oil as an essential

.source of energy by alternate means in the short or even

mid-term. Indeed, the key element of a possible change, the

breeder reactor, A.s not yet welcomed Ior the near future in
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214the United States. Anyway, the modern technology and the

material conditioning of the human life are today and may

remain for the mid-term, closely dependent on oil as a

source of energy and as the basic material for industry.

Based upon the above considerations, the AOPEC plus

Iran are likely to use the oil weapon in any economic action
against Israel. This action may range from deterrent to

retaliatory measures. Limiting production, raising the

price, modifying relationship with oil companies, national-

izing companies assets, and imposing a partial or total boy-

cott are all options open to AOPEC and Iran. It is obvious

that the weight of these countries in OPEC gives them a

great authority on OPEC policy. .n a crisis situation, the

escalation, through the spectrum of options available to

them,, ay be driven to cope with the rytkmn and scope of

. -hostilities.

In both cases of non-crisis and crisi3 situations,

direct and indirect effects on the state of Israel may

Saffect. many aspects of her securIty. The di:'ect effect may

* be the !limitation o"' access to oll since !ran, which used

. to provlde Israel with her oil, has taken a posItion against

her, thereby denying her a cheap, secure and close source of

energy. It may also auaient the constraints on delivery or

sales of o'l to Israel by applying a sanction to organIza-

tlons providing oal supply to Israel. Thereon rIses the

question regarding the United States' commitment to provide
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otl to this state according to the clauses of the Camp David

Agreement. Is it possible to carry out this pledge despite

a potential Islamic coalition? It seems that the clause was

included in the blissful belief in conJun,%tural optimism

that may not withstand the mid-term ups and downs. A new

'73 boycott on an Islamic scale and spirit may lead to

serious fissures in western alliances since western Europe

and Japan cannot take the risk of jeopardizing thetr econo-

mies as long as their vital interests are not threatened.

The peaceful options open to the United Stat;,•,

either developing alternate sources of energy, waging a

conservation campaign, increasing domestic production,or

storing oIl in reserve, look suitable to face the sole

domesttic problems in the long term. Also, diversifying

foreign suppliers and reproposinr a new "International

Energy Agency" are still unproved theory. Otherwise, the

military options callItni for an improvement of conttnency

capabilittes in projecting forces into oil fie.d reqtons is

so Jeopardlzing for world peace in normal strateg.c conjun-

ture, that such an option may not be considered as lonz as
"the real security of the United States Ls not eposed to

ei i n psk.

Another meanfs of pressure Is available to western

countries, and especially the United States-the food weapon.

Although the western public opinion does not favor such a

response, "t is probable that its use would be consldered In
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high intensity confrontation. In fact, Islamic countries,

in general, are not in good agricultural posture to face

such an eventuality. Nevertheless, the fact that they hold

important financial assets may neutralize the effect of the

food weapon or threat. The eventuality of forsaking the

dollar in the oil market may be considered although the

resulting inflation may also affect the oil producers them-

selves.

Therefore, the use of oil by Islamic opponents of

SIsrael may inflict upon the latter a serious shortage of

energy and may place her suppliers in such a critical situa-

tion that their own vital econonical interest may be exposed
to risk. In such a situation, sdpport for Israel may well

eea :e•ne. dr".-?tically.

C. The F.nancial Assets

The use of financial assets by Islamic countries may

be considered to deny the use ot food as a countermpasure to

the oil weapon. It may also provide opponents of Israel

wIth adequate means to meet the financial requ:renents of a
broad anti-ZionIst campaign. The financial assets, malnly

comIng fro•m oil sales, may be considerably augmented in a
relatively short time by the collection of Zakat (almsg.vIng)

and occasional or per'-odtc people contribution.

"The :sl:&tc countries with huge monetary holdIngs I-

western countries could upset the entIr-e International mone-

tary system If the funds were to be withdrawn from westen
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banks or from a given country. It is likely that such a

decision would be opposed by a freezing of assets. But the

recourse to the International Court of Justice and the risk

of losing banking credibility could prevent western coun-

tries from taking such a step. Even in the event of such a

freezing, the western assets in the interested countries may
face a nationalization causing conflict between the politi-

cal administration and the affected Interest groups. Be-

sides, the flow of funds will head toward other countries.

in addition, Islamic producers of oil may consider selling

their product for other currency than the U.S. dollar. The

inflation that may result looks disastrous, e.pecially for

the American econo-y already strained by inflatlonary pres-
•..

sure.

if another western currency were selected by Islamic

oIl producers, the western aClia±.ces may face another rIsk

.• o sf tsur',e thus the possibibity of the u3e of Isam!c funds

ra •y deter sther powers '•nr us tr.•g the food weapon and tmay

AInter.Oere with t1-he excessive economic assistance granted to

the state of Israel.

Another tay to use Is'am"-c O'nanc~al assets would
be to provide adequate supr-rt to coun't'ries and organia-

St~ana directly Invved in the Arab-rsraell contlict.

Countr••., undergoing economIc strain, because of theIr

exhausting de.ense expend!tures or lacking funds to diveraI-

fy sources of ars supply and rqure a.dern techology, may
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be granted sufficient funds to meet the requirements of

potential hostilitles. These funds may also be used to

balance eventual deftcits ifn countries encouraged to drop

their economic interests linked to Israel and also to

relieve those underfoing economic pressure because of their

solidarity.

11The flnancial endeavor may also be extended to the

participation of other Islamic countries by dedicating Zakat

j or a portion of it In support of the overall action against

Sthe state of Israel in a Jthad perspective.61 Moreover,

people may parttcipate in occasion~l or pertodtc fund rats-

"tng; they may attain Impressilve Vtsures due to the number of

.Muslms throu-hout the world.

ThereFore, 1.'ranclal assets available to :slLic

countries co=-. tted to waje JI.had agalnst the state f'

rsrae. 3een to be adequate to supporat an eventuCl. Ut of' the

-rr
-•'o,'!• weapon,, to de-.er t-he ume or• tfeed wea.oon, to ipr1e1de•

eunda ýor a better .... tary ponture and to sustain a 'larger

economic tsolatIon ofs the ntate oil flro;r . The ute of. ot

and nanc~.at aasets may be atrenathered by other economic

ccnpunents or -econ.d tmpcrtance -hat eay*, * ectIve2ly be.used
*in conJunclton with oil and funds,

S i. The Zrde

A cc3fn :,'slt4c action, di.rec;ed on tra~e and

related businnzz;, =ay support the overC attenot to eco-

nccmically I.solate :srael, veaken her Internal econoc'-,y and
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reduce the Jewish emigration to this state. The g:ýgraphi-

cal. element of power of the Islamic countries would bp the

major support for such an ±ntention, Indeed, a huge size

I and a particularly Important location, astride Africa Asia

and Europe, made the Islamic countries a traditionsa! -- oss-

roads for international trade. The development o"' .aoderu

means of' transportation increased the!, importa. .s since

waterways, ".aritirtm, and aerial facilities exzstlIng in

islamic countries are today needed for International trade.

Also, the demography, when assoctated with the developing

type economy predisposes conditions in these countries to

be a favorable market for industr" a"ied states. t"ade

: ic.reases in importance because of the relatively convenient

con•itions ru.."sg t"' e export of raw materi.als to IndusrV-tri-

aLI=ed. courtr e s.

aý"he 'slamic trade endeavor -&Y . -ade orwan-

zatzlons -to tnh-% cholce of only one regcnal paurtrer: the

1:::~C countr es or I!ýsrae' . ~ement niq! 5tUch a POlIcy

* AY be pz arzy crred on by Arab countrles and ý1='

type- itates. T-he re*sur.1ng cz!at! couttr~es &-re expected

to *oln this en~av:o? when no sertou r~sk Az anttlte

Cyet the?, za-y paricia4te w.4t!1,hn acceptable r'"sks 'An a showc

C sc~~darqty An clt

7he zost lt.ely way to tae trade as a ý,eans c"

econo..1c pressure would te to :.r~zn1-e a systematic tcycoat

of~ all orcanlatlons and compan~e* 7r3-nmarel. wlth
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wba;ever means to strengthen its political, economic and

military postures. This option is being implemented by some

Arab countries and is causing severe restrictions on trade

with Israel.

In the Islamic dimension and spirit, such a boycott

would deter trade organizations from cooperating with Israel

because they may no longer compete for the Islamic market.

The boycott may as well be directed against recipients of

Israel products to unbalance the latter's economy. There-

after, Jewish emigration to Israel may be considerably

reduced because of the resulting scarcity of livelihood.

Israel's economy has already been damaged by the

' break writh the Islamic Republic of Iran. Indeed, a senior

governmental source (in the state of Israel) said:

Some of the exports cut off cannot be diverted.
This is the greatest economic catastrophe of the
last few years. Enterprises are expected to col-
lapse. We cannot yet estimate the leve! of the
damage and it will.take some time before the situa-
tion is clarified. 1l

This critical status may be further damaged by the extension

i.I.. ¶of these actions to the tourism which benefits the economy

and the propaganda of the state of Israel. This can be

achieved by refusing visas to all persons who visited the

sta-e of Israel. Many Arab countries are now implementing

this measure. Another factor affecting trade, and likely

to be used ay Islamic countries, especially during crisis

periods, is labor union members refusing to handle and
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service any shioment that may have direct or indirect posi-

tive impact on Israel's posture.

Thus, through different aspects of the trade and by

properly using the geographical element of power, Islamic

countries may upset Israeli trade leading to more depend-

ence on other powers, therefore placing Israel in an influ-

ential posture, vulnerable to pressure, and compelled to

concessions. Hence, summing up the economic effects that

may result from a joint Islamic action against Israel, it is

likely that:

SA new and serious energy crisis may be initiated

l: case of faiiure of other means of pressure on oil con-

sumers.

* Conflicting interests between the state of Israel

and her traditional supporters and suppliers mat' rise.

* Monetary system may upset in case of use of

food weapon.

o More funds will be available to Islamic bell.,er-

ent countries and organizations to waie political and mili-
! tary endeavors.

::n Unless a United States reasseslment of their

• i" 'com~mitment to the state of: srae! versus the allied's Inteo--

est In the area occurs, fissures in western allances seem

unavoidable.

* An economtical isolation of the state of israel

will weaken her own economy and compel her to political con-

cessions.
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III. Military Effects

If Islamic political action and economic pre~ssLre

m~annot bring a solution to the Palestinian problem, It seems

unavoidable that a military action would be considered.

Such an action, if planned and prepared during the process

of peaceful. approach, will attempt to restore the Palestin-

ians _-n the~.r homeland, hence excluding the political

autnurity of Israel on this land. As for the strategic

military effects of an Islamic endeavor, it is likely that

the resulting unbalance of the regional military power will

place Israel in an u~nfavorable combat ratio in a time of

actual hostilities. Indeed, ani Islaiaic military coalition

augmenting the Arab forces by those of Iran, Pakistan and

Turkey, may favor the Islamic side with large size forces,

a huge arsenal, diversified combat experience, significant

pz'ojectable units, along with a positive geographical condi-

tion. affecting the prevailing regional st'rategic concepts as

well as the possibilit-y of an outside po-wer 's direct or indi-
rect involvement in hostilities. The assessment of the

military effe-t on the Arab-Israeli conflict will be made

conspicuous when related to the anticipated new strategic

cond~tions., the non-crisis situation,,and the hostilities

context.

A. Anticipated Environment

The geopoliti.cal credit enjoyed by Islamic coun-

tries expected to participate in a belligerency against
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Israel, affects regional and global strategic considera-

tions. Indeed, valuable geographical features give a chance

:1• to these countries to take considerable advantage from the

great powers rivalry. In addition to an impressive size

and an exceptional location, the land of the considered

Islamic block controls the following choke points: Straits

of Gibraltar, Bosporus and Dardanelles, Bab El Mandab,

Hormuz, and the Suez Canal. The seaways going thLough these

choke points are of vital importance fur the United States,

Western Europe, Japan and Soviet Union. The United States

is concerned by tl-e 1'low of energy and the rapid deployment

of naval fcrces between the Mediterranean Sea and the Indian

Ocean. For -ne Soviet Union, it is an important junction

wtth the horn of Africa and a valuable alternative to the

vulnerable tra.s-Siberian strategic artery. For similar

reasons,, he Islamic airspace is of similar importance and

may be denied to non-authorized aircraft.

As for the btrategic value of the land, it is for

the west a necesuary complement tc secure the south of the

European front, a necessa-y link for the early warning chain,

and an obstacle denying the Mediterranean werx waters to the

Soviet Union. For these very considerations, it is in the

best interests of th, Soviet Union to -a"n the friendship or

at least the neutrality of theza countries.

On the regionrl scale, the geographic element gives

the opponents of Israel an important strategic depth beyond
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the current capabilities of Israeli forces. This new geo-

graphical dimension may make meaningless the concepts of

resorting to pre-emptive attacks, opting for "blitzkrieg,"

occupying buffer zones, and gaining secured borders. Indeed,

in the Islamic context, threatening Damascus, Amman or

Beirut is no longer a decisive factor in the strategic

sense. On the contrary, the spread of Israeli forces in

these zones may weaken her entire defensive array by dis-

persing her forces and enlarging the size of the hostile

population. The blitzkrieg may no longer be imposed to the

adversary because of the fresh capabilities located beyond

the range of Israeli forces and that may be committed either

in an attrition concept or in long war scheme to maintain

the opposing forces in permanent mobilization, hence Jeop-

ardizing Israel's economy and exhausting the strategic sup-

ply depots.

In this new strategic frame, another important

change may occur: an upset of the prevailing military

balance as described by the Office of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff of the United States for fiscal year 1980:

Israel is currently capable of defeating on all
fronts any likely combination of Arab countries in
hostilities ranging from a war of attrition to a
-full scale Arab attack, and is expected to retain
C.ts military superiority. 1 7

tNevertheless, with the anticipated participation of Iran,

Pakistan and Turkey, the regional balance of power and other
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components of military elements of power may be affected

as follows:

* The state of Israel forces will be greatly out-

numbered in personnel, equipment and weaponry.1 8

* Significant projection of power capabilities

through land, sea and air will be available to Islamic forces.

* Most of the western hardware used by Israel will

be available to Islamic forces for testing and conceiving

effective counter measures.

e Islamic forces mastery of both military doctrines:

NATO and Warsaw Pact.

e Unless major contingency situations occur on

their own borders, Turkey, Pakistan and Iran may have impor-

tant units available for commitment.

* The strength factor when associated with the

geographical advantage, may give the Islamic forces the

capability of performing sustained active operations.

* The Islamic troops will fight with the Jihad

spirit, enhancing their willingness and combativity.

a Islamic forces will dispose of significant intel-

ligence resources: human, material and organizational.

e Spare parts and major end items may be provided

by the important financial means and the diversity or

sources of supply available to Islamic states.

, Relatively important naval forces in the Mediter-

ranean and Indian Ocean may impede any eventual support to

Israel.
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*Remote and secure logistical bases provided with

multiple supply routes will be available for Islamic forces.

*The level off technology will be improved through

exchange of scientific information and acquisition of costly

means of research by Islamic states.

*A race between opponents to acquire or develop

strategic nuclear capabilities.

*Development of Islamic military hardware industry

to lessen dependence on traditional sources of supply.

9 Competition between major military hardware pro-

ducers to dispute the new Islamic market.

Along with these chariges,, it is likely that:

*The Peoples Republic of China will attempt to

exploit the possible great power vacuum created by the

jUnited States' continuing support to Israel and the Soviet
Union's continuing unwillingness to provide opponents of

Israel with an overwhelming military power.

*The great powerg' endeavor to obtain military

bases in the region may force them to compromises favorable

J -; *to Islamic forces.

* T~he observance of' peace treaty clauses by Egypt

may not be car'ried out in time of hostilities because of

possible popular pressure calling for Islamic solido-rity,

whereas joining the belligerency may give Egypt the oppor-
t t

munlytopreinstalyrotes the Arbe and lbl o Islamic commuities
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It is important to remark that these new conditions may not

be achieved in the mid-term without a parallel and success-

ful action on political and economical grounds. Then, the

implications of these conditions may be deduced with respect

to non-hostility and hosrllity situations.

B. Non-hostility Situation

The obvious concern during non-hostility period is

the improvement of military posture in view of anticipated

hostilities. For Islamic opponents of Israel, the matter is

to work out the problems of cooperation, to improve tech-

nology, to modernize and enlarge military hardware and to

improve the professional skills of the personnel.

Since the Islamic forces that may face Israel are

trained and equipped in different ways, an effort to reduce

or eliminate impediments for effective cooperation is very

likely. The problems that may surface are common in nature

to any military alliance in its beginnings. However, for

the case of Islamic states, some factors may facilitate

military cooperation:

o Many armed forcas are trained and equipped in

either NATO or Warsaw type perspective.

* Some forces have already been members of the same

western type military alliance: Iran, Pakistan and Turkey.

* Some forms of military cooperation have already

begun between some others: Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Morocco,

Jordan, Lybia, Alteria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Kuwait.
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* Almost all Arab forces cooperated, yet in limited

dimension, in effective hostilities against Israel, therein

included the process of projecting forces.

* The geographical characteristics of Palestine are

common to almost all the countries opposed to Israel.

* The English language can be easily used by almost

all participants to faciitate cooperation at headquarters

level and among air forces. Anyway, the NATO alliance

proved that this level of communication is sufficient for

cooperation.

The difference between military doctrines adopted by Islamic

forces needs some time to be resolved, although an early

outbreak of hostilities may not make these doctrinal prob-

lems a major obstacle to profitable cooperation. Was not

the same true among allied forces against Germany in World

iWar II?

Nevertheless, Islamic forces are expected, in the

case of an alliance, to develop a common military doctrine

and to standardize essential tactical procedures. This

theoretical product will have to be embodied in training

and implemented through exchange of advisory assistance

Sand development of other forms of cooperation. Islamic

I • forces are also expected to improve their capabilities by

acquiring the weapons and equipment they need on a modern

battlefield, "Fhlch may be open to great powers direct or
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indirect involvement. This goal may be reached through two

possible ways:

* Using financial assets and political influence

to equip Islamic forces with up-to-date weapons i.n adequate

quantity to deny to Israel any superiority in this field.

These arms deals may include large quantities of spare parts

and end items to constitute necessary depots and Insure

freedom of action in initating hostilities.

* Developing an Islamic military hardware industry

by enlarging the existing Arab projects with those existing

at local level in other Islamic countries. However, it

seems ambitious to expect full production within the mid-

term. Thus, the combination of arms deals and arms p"

tion looks the likely option for Islamic states.

To cope with the likely military capabilities of Israel in

'* the mid-term, Islamic forces ought to consider the nuclear

factor.

Israel is said tc be in possession of~ some nuclear

* lcapabilities developed in collaboration with South Africa

and perhaps India. This sign indicates the determination

of Israel to impose her existence by achieving an overwhelm-

Ing military power. The use of these nuclear means by

Israel may not be subject to the same scrupulousness binding

the nuclear powers because of her declared fear and concern

for her existence.
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The Islamic response to such a nuclear step would

logically be to cope with the escalatior. Islamic countries

are expected to Join their previous efforts at local scale

with the fInancial support from wealthy Islamic countries.

Such a cooperation is said to be organized between Pakistan

i: " and Lybia, and Iraq is expected to build her own bomb in the

near future. The intellectual potential among M-sli-"
within Islamic countries and abroad, may contr•bute to t.his

program when provided with proper technlca" teLns. Anso,

other needs in modern technology may be net i: •

Israel the myth or fact of technologica'. _ -

In a parallel way, Islamic countrtee t, s. h

a collaboration in the field of inte ii•_er-• , •n,:tv_

activity in preparation or in expectation o," :. u '*es.

The number of agencies and their connection3, t.e v•r!,v••.

Sof techniques and experiences, the material and 14nanclal
means that may be available to them may deny to Israel

another factor of success.

In addition to these preparations, and couiSt'ently

with them, a form of active hostility is expected to be

maintained at low intensity level. The PLO, now enjoying

: political support as the legitimate and sole representative

"of the Palestinians, may receive the military assistance she

needs to wage a guerilla type war In Palestine to disrupt

" •A the political unity of Israel, to affect the morale of her

forces, to impede her economic development and Ito spread a

' i }:'
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feeling of insecurity among her Dopulation. The Islamic

military contribution in such case would be to provide

military advisors, appropriate craining, adapted weapons,

adequate intelligence, secured bases and sufficient finan-

cial means to the PLO, Some forms of this assistance are

-71? already provided to the PLO by Iran, and Pakistani aid is

expected to develop.

Thus, during non-hostility situations, the military

effect of an Islamization of the Arab-Israeli conflict may

be summarized as follows:

. Enhancement of Islamic military cooperation

through adjustment of military doctrine and training.

. Acquisition and produQion of modern weapons and

equ tpnent.

* Development of nuclear capability.

* Cooperation in 'he field of intelligence.
- Support of low-intenslty conflict in Palestlne.

C. Hostility Situation

Host-i1tles in the A'ab-Tsrael, conflict used to
break out after a rapid political escalation or by total

surprise. In both cases, hostilities used to start with

massive use of lettal means dencting studious preparateon

and excessive emotion. The future hostilit.as,*- n case of

an Islamizatlon, are expected to include more milltary power

and to be waged with ncre ongoing enot4on. However, some
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of the previous features may no longer be found in the con-

text of these potential hostilities:

* The principle of pre-emptive cutback, used by

Israel as the best way to insure an effective defense and

SC conceived to neutralize and destroy the opponent's attacking

* capabilities, may no longer be a valid method in the Islamic

geographical context. Indeed, Israeli forces do not have

the means to launch simultaneous pre-emptive attacks in many

directions and in important depth. Such an attempt against

potential attacking forces may cause Israeli forces impor-

tant losses that may weaker, her uwn defense. The conditions

of Pearl Harbor and of 6 June '67 attacks may not be regard-

ed as situations of frequent recurrence. Besides, the pre-

emptive attacks present the risk to lose public opinion

S•support and provoke a.ong non-coomittted M,!uslims a movement

of solidarity that may be prejudIcIal to Israel.

" The concept of "bli-t-brte" that Israeli forces

used to impose durIng previous hostilities to limit the

duratlon of mob~lizatfon, may not be successuy applied

In a confliUct w~th Isla~mlc countr~es. "n-deed, such wars

used to be effective agalnst an opponent presentIng c-rtcal

deflclences in one of its tactical dItensions or if Its

strategic zones may be found within the proved capablities

of the attacker. The reasons developed ear.ler, and refeute

Inrtg pre-emptive-attacks pr:ancIple, may also be used to d's-

credIt further !PIeMentatlon of bZ1tzbrleg concept.
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However, this does not imply that Israel would give up this

concept because the other alernative remains costly for her

economy and wearing out for her military forces.

* The recourse to chemical warfare or nuclear means

may become the only alternative to Israel if her traditional

concepts of war may no longer be applied, or if she will be

compelled to wage a long war against overwhelming classical

forces. However, t~his option may be forsaken if opposing
forces may oppose simtlar means. indeed,

.ned if such nuclear

weapons will be used, losses for Israel may not be accept-

2. able to a state worrying about its own existence.

.1 * Th• e ailedsed aerial superiority enjoyed by

"Israel4 air forces over some Arab opponents and cons'dered
tot' a .o.• tz as the tsraeli a- of dec.ston on the bat-

'effield, can. no .onger clain such supertort ty when faced

by other rsla±-c states' &I- forces equ-pped with st,,lar

alrcraft, and manned w4"th simil6ar-ly quaZ _.ife esne.
rorever th opcnents of' Israel w±l' havet, for the ý'Irst

t~me, ot.enslve type aIrcraf,.t In large num-ber ths-at may

threaten strategfc targets In Palestlne or at 1east provIde

.ronlt courntres vlth an tdequate aertaC umbnz. This 'aclt
may deny to ' ae er rvItte tact an

s•vca b •at.cC a.nd pmycholo!cal

means lto Influence the -ate of" the war.

:n teletronlic Wartare. :sla.Ic cooperat~on may
place :A"Srael tortces In an Uncofortlable s~io. th s I

due to the fact that Islam.-1c torctes are prcv.dee C'•th
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sophisticated means and techniques of electronic warfare as

used by NATO alliance and Warsaw Pact countries. This ele-

ment bears capital importance since some of the Islamic

forces will master the type of electronic warfare being used

by Israeli forces. A like military intelligence may be con-

siderably enhanced by Islamic cooperation and electronic

warfare improvement.

* The Islamic forces may have available for them

several units in reserve that may impose a convenient rhythm

F7l of the hostilities without recoursing to costly mobilization.

* Strategic sup 1U4.es to Israeli forces may be con-

siderably impeded by overflight restrictions in all Islamic

countries and the countries they may influence. Naval

forces in the Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean may inter-

20fere with strategic shipments to Israel, leaving her

forces with limited strategic supply. Islamic belligerents

may have available adequate and renewable logiLtical suv-

port.

* The quality of Muslim soldiers will be enhanced

by Jihad motivation, making the morale of fighters a valu-

able combat multiplier. This kind of motivation seemed to

be totally absent in 1957 while in 1973, the assault order
was ~"God is the greatest" which galvanized the fighter• and

provided them with remarkable moral and physical courage.

The fight, in the anticipated Islamic fraro., w2,1 be

characterized by an ove.-wheiming momentum due on one hand to

. . .. -
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the Jihad spirit and also to professional competition among

Muslims; on the other hand, it is due to Israeli determina-

tion to defend her existence, whatever may be the price.

Thus, the lethality of such a battlefield may increase by

the emotional factor which multiplies the effects of the

existing lethal weapons and of those already ordered.

Therefore, the military effects of Islamization of the Arab-

Israeli conflict would be an unbalance of the combat ratio

in favor of the opponents of Israel by enlarging the size of

units, improving their quality and their equipment, impeding

substantial external supply and impelling Israeli forces to

fight in unfavorable strategic and tactical conditions.

To sum and synthesize the strategic effects result-

ing from the interaction of geographical, occnomic and

imilitary elements of power that the Arab states, when aug-

mented by !ran, Pakistan and other Islamic Conference

Organi.ation members for limited forms of auxiliary support,

it very likely that:

". The state of Israel will undergo politicas and

eeonomic Isolation as a result of;

- Broad diplomatic and Informative actions

initiated to refute the legality and legitimacy of Israe!
7-

as a member of the United Nations and to deny to her moral

support by denouncing the Zionism racist behavior in Pales-

tine and its close ties %ith the apartheid regime of South

Afr.~ica.
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- Use of oil, funds and trade to reach an

acceptable settlement of the Palestinian problem.

"" The western alliance may risk more fissures by

the rise-of conflicting interests and dissimilar policies

toward the Middle East issuie.

a Great :powers may reconsider their Middle Eastern

strategic. interests to deny possible prejudices to their

global interests.

* Israel will become more vulnerable because of the

upset of the military balance of power and the uncertainty

in relying on outside military support.

* The nuclear means will be acquired by both bel-

ligerents primarily as a means of deterrence and ultimately

as a decisive weapon.

• The expected momentum of the Camp David Peace

Treaty may vanish because of its incompatibility with an

Islamic conception of the issue and because of the growing

I local dis-credit on Egyptian leadership.

These effects may vary in intensity in crisis situation

eitailing emotional -options and behaviar; they may also vasty
in scope-depending on the chance of auccess of-..-laiaic

revival in Egypt and Turkey.



APPENDIX I

STATE OF ISRAEL

Population: 3,820,000.
Military service: men 36 months, women 24 months (Jews and

Druses only; Muslims and Chrlstians may volunteer).
Annual training for reservists tbereafter up to age 54
for menb up to 25 for~ women.

Total armed forces: 165,600 (125,300 conscripts) mobiliza-
tion to 400,000 in about 24 hours.

Estimated GNP 1978: $10.5 bn.
Defence expenditure 1979-80: •I 34.5 bn ($1.62 bn)

$1 =L121.25 (1979), ;,I 16.44 (1978).

Army: 138,000 (120,000 conscripts, male and female),
375,000 on mobilization.

24 armd bdes.*
9 mech bdes.*
9 Inf bdes.*
5 para bdes.*
9 arty bdes.*
3,050 med tks, incl 1,000 Centurion, 650 M-48, 810 M-60, 400

T-54/-55, 150 T-62, 40 Merkava; F5 PT-76 it tks, about
4,000 AFV, incl AML-60, 15 A-90 armd cars; RBY Ramta,
BRDM recce vehs; M-2/-3/-113, BTR-40/-50P(0T-62)/--"5P7-152
APC; 500 105m.m how; 450 122mm, 130mm and 155mm Puns/how"
120 M-109 155mm, L-33 155mm, 60 M-107 175mm, 48 ?4-110
203mm SP guns/how; 900 81mm, 120mm and 160mm mor (some SP).
122mm, 135mm, 24 0mm RL; Lance, Ze'ev (Wolf) SSM; 106mm RCL;
TOW, Cobra, Dramn, SS-l1, Samaer ATGW; about 900 Vulcan/
Chaarral 20Rm msl/gun systems, 30mm and 4 0mm AA runs-
Redeye •S A4.

o I (On-er: 325 N-60 meed tks, 800 1-113 APC, 175ram guns,
Lance SSM, TOW ATOW.)

* I Navy: 6,600 (3,300 conscripts) 10,000 on mobilization.
3 Type 206 submarines.
19 FAC(M) (7 Reshef with Gabriel and Farpoon SSM, 12 Saar

with Gabriel SS. T.
35 Dabur <coastal patrol craft.

K 3 ex-s~L , 6 LCT.
3 Westwind 11221N 1HR ac.
Naval cao. 300.

*11 bdes (5 armd, 4 inf, 2 para) normally kept near full

strength; 6 (1 armd, 4 mech, 1 para) between 50, and full
strength; the rest at cadre strength.

116
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(On order: 5 Reshef FAC(M), 2 Qu-9-35 corvettes, 2 Flagstaff
II hydrofoils with Harpoon SSM, 3 Westwind MR ac.)

Bases: Haifa, Ashdod, Sharm-el-Sheikh, Eilat.

Air Force: 21,000 (2,000 conscripts, AD only), 27,000 on
""mobilization; 576 combat aircraft.

12 FGA/interceptor sqns: 1 with 48 F/TF-15, 5 with 170 F-4E,
3 with 30 Mirae IIICJ/BJ, 3 with 60 Kfir-C2.

6 FGA sqns with 250 A-4E/H/M/N Skyhawk.
1 recce sqn with 12 RF-4E, 2 0V-:E, 4E-2C AEW.
Tpts incl 10 Boeing 707, 24 C-130E/H, 12 C-97, 10 C-47, 20

Noratlas, 2 KC-130H tankers, 14 Arava, 12 Islander.
Liaison: 23 Do'27, 15 Do-28D, 5 Cessna U206,-3 Westwind.

Trainers incl 24 TA-4H, 50 Kfir, 70 Magister, 1 een Air,
30 Super Cub.

Hel incl 8 Super Frelon, 17 CH-53G, 12 CH-47C, 12 S-61R,
6 AE-IG, 23 Bell 205A, 20 Bell 206, 12 Bell 212, 25 UH-ID,
19 Alouette II/III.

Sidewinder, AIM-7E/F Sparrow, Shafrir AAM; Luz, Maverick,
Shrike, Walleye, Bulloup ASM.

15 SAM btys with Improved -AWK.
(On order: 75 F-16 fighters, 30 Hughes 500 hel gunships.)

RESERVES (all services): 460,000.

Para-Military Forces: 4,500 Border Guards and 5,000 Nahal
Militia.

l.'

The International Institute for Strategic Studies, The
Military Balance 1979-1980., London: Bartholomeu Press, 1979.



APPENDIX II

EGYPT

Population: 140,460,000.
Military service: 3 years.
Total armed forces: 395,000Esti~mated GNP 1977: $18.1 bn.
Defence expenditure 1979-80: ;,E 1.5 bn ($2.17 bni).

$1 - .E 0.692 (1979), UE 0.394 (1977).

Army: 350,000, incl Air Defence Command.
2 armd divs (each with 1 armd, 2 mech bdes).
3 mech inf divs.
5 inf divs (each with 2 inf bdes).
2 Republican Guard Brigades (div).
3 indep armd bdes.
8 indep inf bdes.
2 airmobile bdes.
1 para bde.
6 cdo gps.
6 arty, 2 hy mor bdes.
2 ATGW bdes.
2 SSM regts (up to 24 Scud).
850 T-54/-55, 750 T-62 Fed, 80 PT-76 it tks: 300 BRDM-1/-2

scout cars, 200 BMP-76PB MICV, 2,500 OT-62/-64, BTR-40/
-50/-60/-152, Walid APC; 1,300, 76mm, 100ram, 122mm, 130mm,
152mm and 180rm guns/how; about 200 SU-100 and IS'-152 SP
guns; 300 120mm, 160mm, 240mm mor; 300 122mm, 132mm,
140mm, 2 4 0mm RL; 30 FROG-4/-7: 24 Scud B, Sarilet SSM; 900
57mm, 85mrm and 100rmm ATI guns; 900=m., 17mm 'RCL; 1,000
Sagger, Snapper, Swatter, Milan, Beeswin• ATGW; 350
ZSU-23-4, ZSU-57-2 SP AA guns; 20ý rotae, SA-7/-9 SAM.*

(On order: Swingfire ATGW.)

DEPLOYMENT: Oman: 200. Sudan: 2 armd, 3 inf bdes (50,000).

AIR DEFENCE COMMAND (78,000): 360 SA-2, 200 SA-3, 75 SA-6
SAM; 2,500 20mm, 23mm, 37mun, 4 0mm, 57mm, 85mm and 100mm
AA guns; missile radars incl Fan Song. Low Blow. Flat Face,
Straight Flush and Long Track; gun radarsTir can, FireWheel andWhif.f; EW radadSo••stife Rest and onR .

RESERVES: about 500,000.

*There is a shortage of spares for Soviet equipment and many

a,. are grounded.

S18
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Navy: 20,000
12 ex-Sov submarines (6 W-, 6 R-clas.1).
5 destroyers (4 ex-Sov Skory, 1 ex-Br Z-class).
3 ex-Br frigates (1 Black Swan, 1 Hunt, 1 River sub spt ship).
12 ex-Sov SO1 large patrol craft.
16 FAC(M); 10 ex-Sov with Styx SSM (6 Osa-I, 4 Komar<),

6 October 6< with Otomat SSM.
26 ex-Sový FAC(T) (2 Shershen, 20 P-6<, 4<P-4 )
4 ex-Sov Shershen FAC(G).
10 ex-Sov ocean (6 T-43 4 Yurka), 4 inshore (2 T-301, 2 K-8)

minesweepers.
3 SRN-6 hovercraft.
4 ex-Sov LCT (3 Polnocny, 1 MP4).
14 ex-Sov LCU (10 Vydra, 4 SMB1).
6 Sea King ASW hel.
(On order: 6 Vosper Ramadan FAC(M), 3 SRN-6 hovercraft,

Otomat SSM.)

Bases: Alexandria, Port Said, Mersa Matruh, Port Suez,
Hurghada, Safaqa.

RESERVES: about 15,000.

Air Force: 25,000; about 563 combat aircraft.*
1 bbr re~t with 23 Tu-16 (some with AS-5 ASM).
4 FB regts: 2 with 100 MiG-21/PFM/F, 1 with 90, MiG-17F, 1

with 46 Mirage IIIEE/DE.
4 FGA/strike regts: 3 with 120 Su-7BMK, 1 with 46 Su-20.
3 interceptor repts with 108 MiG-21MF/U, . sqn with 24 MiC-

23S, 6 MiG-23U.
2 EC-130H, 11-14, ELI.NT ac.
Tpts incl 5 C-130, 26 I1-14, 16 An-12, 1 Falcon, 1 Boeing

707, 1 Boeing 737.
Hel incl 20 Mi-4, 32 Mi-6, 55 Mi-8, 28 Commando, 6 Sea Kinr,

54 Gazelle.
Trainers incl 50 MiG-15UTI, 100 L-29, 40 Gomhouria.
AA-2 Atoll, R.530 AAM, AS-i Kennel, AS-5 Kelt ASM.
(On order: 42 F-5E 8 F-5F, - 14 M[The, 5, 60 MiG-19/

"F-6 fighters, 164 Alpha Jet trainers, 12 C-130H tpts, 50
Lynx, 20 Gazelle he!,-Siaeinder AAM.)

Para-Military Forces: about 50,000; National Guard 6,000,
YFro-tier Corps BO00, Defence and Security 30,000, Coast
Guard 7,000.

"*There is a shortage of spares for Soviet equipment and many
ac are grounded.

"".The International Institute 'or Stratevic Studies, The
Military Balance 1979-1080, London: Bartholomeu Press, 1979.



APPENDIX III

IRAN

Population: 39,330,000.

Military service: I year.
.Total armed forces: 415,000.*
Estimated GNP 1977: $75.1 bn.
Defence expenditure 1978-79: 700.4 bn rials ($9.94 bn).

$1 = 70.45 rials (1978), 71.2 rials (1977).

Army: 285,000.
3 armd divs.
3 inf divs.
4 indep bdes (1 armd, 1 inf, 1 AB, 1 special force).
14 SAM bns with HAWK.
Army Aviation Command.
875 Chieftain, 400 M-47/-48, 460 M-60A1 med, 250 Scorpion

it tks: BMP MICV, about 325 M-113, 500 BT.T-40/-5O/-60/-152
APC; 710 guns/how, incl 75mm pack, 330 M-1O1 105mm, 130ram,
112 M-114 155mm, 14 M-115 203min towed, 440 M-109 155mmm,
838 M-107 175mm, 14 M-I10 203mm SP; 72 BM-21 122mm RL:

106mm RCL; ENTAC, SS-I1, SS-12, Dragon, TOW ATGW; 1,800
23mm, 35mm,--m-m, 57mm, 85mm towed, 100 T-U-23-4/57-2 SP
AA guns; HAWK SAM.

Ac inci 40 C-sna 185, 6 Cessna 310, 10 Cessna O-2A, 2 F-27,
5 Shrike Commander, 2 Falcon.

205 AH-IJ, 285 Bel 14 A, 50 AB-205A, 20 AB-206, 90 Ch-47C
hel.

RESERVES: 300,000.

Navy: 30,000.
1 ex-US Tang submarine.
3 destroyers with Standard SSM (I ex-Br Battle with Seacat

SAM, 2 ex-US SumnerTtF 1 hel).
4 Saam frigates wthSeakiller SSM and Seacat SAM.
4 ei3-US PF103 corvette.
7 large patrol craft (3 Improved POM-71, 4 Cape).
6 Kaman FAC(M) with Har•o--••-M.
3 ek-9S coastal, 2 Cagpe inshore minesweepers.
2 landing ships logistic, 1 ex-US LCU.
1 replenishment, 2 fleet supply ships.
8 SRn-6 and 6 B11-7 hovercraft.
(On order: 1 Tan__ sub, 6 FAC(M) with Harpoon SSM, 2 log spt

ships.)

*60% of army reported to have deserted. Details listed relate
to pre-revolution situation. Serviceability of equipment,
particularly ships and ac, is douttful.
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Bases: Bandar Abbas, Booshehr, Kharg Island, Korramshar,
Chah Bahar, Bandar Pahlavi.

NAVAL AIR:
1 MR sqn with 6 P-3F Orion.
1 assault sqn with 6 S-- A.
1 ASW sqn with 20 SH-3D.
1 MCM son with 6 RH-53D.
1 tpt sqns with 6 Shrike Commander, 4 F-27, 1 Mystere 20.
Hel incl 4 AB-205A, 14 AB-2062 6 AB-212.
3 Marine bns.
(On order: 3 P-3C MR ac, 17 SH-3D hel.)

Air Force: 100,000; 447 combat ac.
10 strike/FGA sqns with 190 F-4D/E.
8 FGA sqns with 166 F-5E/F.
4 intercepter/FGA sqns with 77 F-14A.
1 recce sqn with 14 RF-4E.
2 tanker/tpt sqns with 13 Boeing 707, 9 Boeing 747.
4 tpt sons with 54 C-130E/H.
1 tpt sqn with 18 F-27, 3 Aero Commander 690, 4 Falcon 20.
Hel: 10 HH-34F, 10 AB-206A, 5 AB-212, 39 Bell 214C, 2

CH-147C, 16 Super Frelon, 2 S-61A-4.
Trainers incl- 533A/C-- onanza, 9 T-33.
Phoenix, Sidewinder, Sparrow AAM, AS.12, Maverick, Condor

ASM.
5 SAM sons with Rapier, 25 Tig:ercat.

Para-Military Forces: 74,000 Gendarmerie with Cessna 185/310
it ac, 32 AB-205/-206 hel, 32 patrol boats.

The International Institute for Strategic Studies, The

iMilitary Balance 1979-1980, London: Bartholomeu Press, 1979.
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APPENDIX I-V

PAKISTAN

Population: 80,170,000.
Military service: voluntary.
Total armed forces: 429,000.
Estimated GNP 1978: $18.5 bn.
Defence expenditure 1978-79: 10.24 bn rupees ($1.05 bn).
$1 = 9.75 rupees (1978).

Army: 400,000 (incl 29,000 Azad Kashmir troops).
2 armd divs.
16 inf divs.
3 indep armd bdes.
3 indep inf bdes.
6 arty bdes.
2 AD bdes.
5 army aviation sqns.
M-4, 250 M-47/-48, 50 T-54/-55, 700 T-59 med, 15 PT-76, T-60,

50 M-24 it tks; 550 M-113 APC; about 1,000 75mm pack, 25-
pdr, 100mm, 105mm, 130rm and 155mm guns/how, 12 M-7 105mm
SP guns; 270 107mm, 120mm mor; 57-mn towed, 8 M-36 90mrm SP
ATK guns; 75mm, 106mm RCL; Cobra ATOW; ZU-23, 30mm, 37mm,
60 4 0mm, 57mm, 15 90rmm, 3.7-in AA guns; 9 Crotale SAM;
40 0-1E, 30 Saab Supporter it ac; 12 Mi-8,35=ua, 20
Alouette III, 12 UH-13 15 Bell 47G hel.

(On order: TANr med tks; M-113 APC; TO'W ATGW.)

RESERVES: 500,000.

Navy: 12,000
6 submarines (4 Daphne, 2 Agosta).
5 SM-404 mridet submarines.
1 ex-Br Dido cruiser (cadet trg ship).
6 destroei's: 2 ex-US Gearing, 4 ex-Br (I Battle, 1 Ch, 2

CR).
1 ex-Br Type 16 frigate.
3 large patrol craft (2 ex-Ch Hat Nan, 1 Town).
12 ex-Ch Hu Chwan hydrofoil FATi)<.--
7 ex-US S-C Foastal minesweepers.
1 ASW/MR sqn with 3 Atlantic, 2 HU-16B.
3 Alouette I11, 6 Sea Ling ASW/SAR hel.
SAM:- SM.
(On ordert 40 ASROC ASW msls, 40 Mk 46 torpedoes.)

-- Base: Karachi.

RESERVES: 5,000.
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Air Force: 17,000, 256 combat aircraft.
1 lt bbr soni with 11 B-57B (Canberra).
12 FGA sqns: 4i with~ 17 Mirage IIIEP, 38 Miraoe 5PA/DP, 5
with 1J40 MiG-l9/F-6, 3 with 40 Sabre 67P-66.

1. recce sqn with 10 Mirage IIIRP.
2 tpt sqns with 1~4 C-130B/E 1 L-100, 1 Falcon 20, 1 F-27,
1 Super King Air, 1 Bonanza.
HelT1 H-T _,7Supei F~eTOn. 14 AJlouette 111., 1 Puma,
12 Bell 47G.

Trainers inci 5 MiG-15LTTI, 24 MiG-17 (F-Li), 5 Mirage IIID?,
23 Saab Supporter, 20 T-33A, 50 T-37C.

Sidewinder, R.530., R.550 Magic AAM.
(On order: 32 Mirage 5 FG!A;25 Supporter trg: ac.)

RESERVES: 8,000

Para-Military Forces: 109,100: 22,000 N'ational Guard, 65,000
Frontier Corjs,, 15,000 ',Pakistan Rangers, 2,000 Coastguard,
5,100 Frontier Constabulary.

* The International Institute f'or Strategic Studies, T-he
Military Saijance 1979-1080, London: 3artholo-.,eu Press, 1979.



APPENDIX V

TUR•,.1

Population: 44,400,000.
Military service: 20 months.
Total armed forces: 566,000 (271,000 conscripts).
Estimated GNP 1978: $4 5 . 3 bn.
Defence expenditure 1979-80: 64.8 bn liras ($2.59 bn).
$1 = 25 liras (1979), 25 liras (1978).

Army: 470,000 (210,000 conscripts).*
1 armd div.
2 mech inf divs.
14 inf divs.
5 armd bdes.
14 mech inf bdes.
5 inf bdes.
1 para bde, 1 cdo bde.
4 SSM bns with Honest John.
3,500 M-47 and M- 4mef tTs; 1,600 M-113, M-59 and Commando

APC; 1,500 75mm, 105mm, 155mm and 203mm how; 265 IT6mm,
109 155mm, 36 175mm SP guns; 1,750 60mm, 8imm, 4 .2-in mor:
18 Honest John SSM; 1,200 57mm, 390 75rmm, 800 106ram, RCL;
85 Cobra, SS-T- i TOW ATGW; 900 40.rnm AA guns, 2 DFC-2, 18
U-17,-- Cessna 20F,-3 Cessna 421, 7 Do-27, 7 Do-28, 20
Beech Baron, 40 Champion Citabria 150S trg ac; 100 AB-205/
-206, 2o Bell 47G, 48 U-15-Eei.'

(On order: 193 Leopard med tk, M-_1, Milan ATGW.)

DEPLOYMENT: Cyprus: 2 inf divs (26,000).

* RESERVES: 400,000.

Navy: 45,000 (31,000 conscripts).
13 submarines (3 Type 209, 10 ex-US O3pp:').
12 ex-US destroyers (5 -earinv with ., 5 F-letcher,

I Sumner, 1 R H Smith h
2 e r i - a t e s f r i g
11 --W M) (2 Lurssen with Harpona SS*, 9 Farta1 wIth Fenniin

8 FAC(T) (7 Jaruar, 1 G,,e).
42 large patrol craft (Sel 2 ex-US Anheville, 6 PC1638, 4

PGT7I, 1 SAR33 type) some w-:th Gen
.4 83-ft coastal patrol craft.

*About half the divs and bdes are below strenph.
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1 Nusret', 6 coastal minelayers.
21 coastal (12 ex-US Adjutant, 4 ex-Can MCB, 5 ex-Ger

Veaesack), 4 ex-US Cape inshore minesweepers.
4 ex-US LST, 32 LCTr, ItCU, 20 LCM.
1 ex-Ger depot ship (trg).
1 ASW sqn with 12 S-2E Tracker, 2 TS-2A.
3 AB-204B, 6 AB-212 ASW hel.
(On order: 1 Type 209 sub, 2 FAC(M), Harpoon SS4, 10 AB-212

ASW hel.)

Bases: Golcuk, Istanbul, Izmir, Eregli,'Iskenderun.

RESERVES: 25,0V

Air Force: 51,000 (30,000 conscripts); 303 combat aircraft.
11 FGA sqns: 3 with 65 F-4E and 8 RF-4E, 3 with 60 F-5A/B,

3 with 50 F-1COC/D/F, 2 with 30 F/TF-1041.
3 interceptor sqns: 1 with 20 F-5AAB, 2 with 32 F-iS42, 4

TF-104G.
2 recce sqns with 30 RF-5A, 4 F-5q.
5 tpt sqns with 7 C-130E, 20 Transall C-160, 30 C-47, 3 C-54,

3 Viscount 794, 2 Islander, 2 CASA C-212, 6 Do-28, 3
Cessna 4 ac; 5 Up-1g, 6 HF-Ir, 10 UtH-IH hel.

Train.rs nci 40 T-33A, 30 T-37, 19 T-41, 50 F-!0CiF.
Sidewinder, Sparrow, Falcon AAM; AS.12, S p, ------- k

ASM.
.8 SAM sqns with 170 Nikp .EERCULES.
(on order: 6 A,-4rE, 3Y739-'t taners, Sid2wtner S!r,'w

AA.3).

!'ara-Mlitarl" Forces: 120,000 Gendar=.erle (Incl 3 mobile

* +I

The interaticnal znsttt;? ifcr Strategic Studies, Th
SLo.dci: larthocmeu Fress,



APPENDIX VI

On 21 July 1891 at the dedication of Zion Fall in

Boston, Massachusetts, the B'nai Zion Educational Society

displayed a flag based on the tallis or Jewish prayer

shawl. It was white with blue stripes; in the center was

the ancient Hogen David (Star of David, often erroneously

called Shield of David).

""rI 1891, this flag was submitted at the World

Zionist Organizatten Confer.ence in Basel by the Boston

delegate, Isaac Harris. Other Jews had conceived of similar

designs. The flag quickly became accepted as the Zlonist

emblem, and In 1948 it was adopted by the state of TIsrael.

The state arms re.,ect other ancient Jewish s-mbolp.

"Th e nlie oP the state an~d the olive bran~ches of p'o sperit

frame a candelab."a such as thAe Romans ca.-rt~ed ol!, In tr±Itimph

after the dstruction of Jeueal-e- in A.D. 70. The contlnu-
.at/on of the candelabra and branches i. ntte• .n

Zechariah `V: 2-3 tn the "'Ibe.

* hlltney, $15-Ith F~, ________________________________

!i ':12•

the• 1ýrd(Vroa,3Ga"



CHAPTER 6

CRITICAL CHOICES

Since its inception, the Arab-Israeli conflict has

attracted the notice of a variety of interest groups within

the Middle East and abroad. Each group bore out specific

interests and tried to achieve its goals through its pecu-

liar policies. Thus, the conflict was driven from dilemma

to dilemma by a deepseated antagonism between direct oppo-

nents and by a selfish approach of influential powers. The

continuous tension characterizing the conflict was exploited

by opponents and their partners to achieve specific objec-

tives.

Israel used this tension to claim her need for better

security and to justify territorial expar. -ion toward defned-

able borders. Some Arab governmentsI made it an opportunity

to build military forces at the expense of other productive

sectors and the United States and the Sovl•t Union took

advantage of this situation to Justify their military pres-

ence in the region consistently with the schema of their

global strategy. Also, the ideologies found therein a

propitious ground to extend the span of theiit i.fluences

over the Middle Easterr sonieties. Through the state o:

Israel, the Vest tried to valorize capitalism in a western

type democracy while the 1*aat attempted to sell soc-alismi as

127
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the best way for the Arabs to recover their land through a

process of socio-political changes. Nevertheless, all these

modern suits did not fit such opponents used to their reli-

6.ous garbs.

In many cases, religion appeared to be a centr,_

issue for both sides, Jews and Muslims. For the former, the

"establishment of the state of Israel was embodied in their

destiny as "chosen people" returning to the "Promised Land"

while for the latter, that was an aggression against Islamic

political authority over Muslim people in the Muslim Holy

Land. Thereafter, a rational process was used to achieve

emotional objectives dissipating possible hope for rapid a.nd

acceptable settlement. However, religious motivation and

outlook were rarely expressed or espoused by officials of

either side, yet they never disregarded them.

The fact remains that since the theoretIcal incep-

tion of the conflict at Basle, religious inspiration has

been perceived in the major decisions and reactions of both
Ssides, In the upredictable Middle East, the recent sudden

revolution in Iran loudly reinstated the religious factor

in the Middle Eastern political scene. Islamic sponsorship

of the Palestinian issue is openly cla#!med by !ran. How-

ever, an anti-IslamIc bia3 given by Israeli officials con-

tributed to revive religious lltigations. The anticipated

spread of Islamlc revival in the mid-term, after the Iranian
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pattern, makes the Islamization of the Arab-Israeli conflict

very likely. However, Islamization does not necessarily

mean a general Islamic endeavor committing full resources to

solve the issue at the expense of local or national inter-

ests.

Islamization is better described as the commitment

of some non-Arab Muslim countries to the issue along with

modifying the Arab nationalist motivation by an Islamic one

among Arab states. Before anticipating the possible effects

of such an Islamization on the Arab-Israeli conflict, it is

necessary to appraise the possibility of its advent.

I. Likelihood of Islamization

The great political influence enjoyed by the Jewish

religious parties over the Israeli government, the perceived

threat to Islamic holy places in Palestine and in the

"Promised Land", the well rooted animosity between Jews and

Muslims, the suitability of Jihad to the situation and the

availability of a political structure to organize some forms

of solidarity, concur to make "Islamization" a likely step

in the evolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

.. -The Religious Path of Israeli Politics

Among the factors favorable and perhaps responsible

for the poszible Islamization of the Arab-Israeli conflict,

is the considerable weight enjoyed by religion in Israeli

6pol t-s. The M:uslims' perception of Israel as a vengeful

** O.. .
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religious enemy attempting to recover an alledged national

and spiritual home at the expense of the Muslim conmunity,

shrines, and land, lends support for describing Israel as a

religious enemy.

By exploring the genesis of Israel and her current

political dynamics, it appears that religious trends enjoy

considerable authority over the political decision making

process. 2 The key options of the Zionist Congress and later

those of the Israeli Kneset and government used to bear a

religious stamp, despite the official secular character of

the state. Indeed, the disagreements between secular and

religious groups, which remain a salient feature of the

political life of the state of Israel, usually end in the

secular groups'conceding important ground. The perception

that only a coalition could preserve the political future

of the Jews made the religious groups aware of their impor-

tance and gave them good opportunity to rally political sup-

port to achieve religious goals inherent Ln the Talmudic

view of their state.

The success of the religious groups in the key issue

of defining a Jew, by subjecting the Jewish ethnic affilia-

tion to Halachlc criterion in the amended Law of Return,

witnesses of undesirable influence. This has been confirmed

by their success in influencing the laws affecting marriage,

education, diet and legal rest on Sabbath. However, the

most important religious options of the state of Israel were
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• the transfer of the capital to Jerusalem followed by the

! burning of EL AQSA mosque and starting of archeological

search for the temple of Solomon beneath the same mosque.

This very religious behavior of the state of Israe when

related to the Jewish claim over the whole "Promised Land"

enables us to suppose that the geographical expansion of

this state since 1948 fits in with the religious scheme

I relative to their geographical dream. It is in this per-

spective that more and more Muslims perceive the nature of

the state of Israel and express their great concern about

the future of their holy shrines and places in Palestine.

Islamic Solidarity With Respect

to the Issue
• , , | ,

An Islamic assessment of the Zionist phenomenon in

Palestine, based upon the state of Israel's political

dynamics and behavior and referring to Islamic sources of

law, leads to the conclusion that Jihad has to be waged

against refractory Dhimmis denying political sovereignty to

Muslims over their own land and threatening their shrines.

•-. The implementation of this conclusion is being claimed by

• some Islamic countries and or•anlzations. Howe•er, it is
<
:, generally accepted that such a design cannot be carried out

without a credible Islamic solidarity.

•'. The Pan-Islam!c ideal of solidarity evo.vec from a

• ! hasty and utoplc concept at the end of the 19th century to

!<]
i!i/!

'•(.• .... . 1,.: -.. •;.•.,...-j•::. .•:•'•:':..:• 3.:h::]•<b •.•;." -,. : Ct•:•' • -•. •.. _
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an organized and feasible one at the time of its-elaboration

in 1969 within the Islamic Conference Organization as an

immediate response to the burning of EL AQSA mosque in Jeru-

salem. The massive and spontaneous adherence to the organi-

zation after the incident was an expression of a deep

concern of all Islamic countries for the Islamic values

being exposed to risk in Palestine and a clear intent to

liberate Jerusalem. However, contribution to an endeavor

of solidarity does not entail an anticipation of pclitical

unity of Islamic countries in the mid-term or even the

establishment of a pressure-proof political block. Never-

theless, it is expected that all members of the Islamic

Conference Organization will contribute to settle the Pales-

tinian problem in various degrees of commitment and in

"different fields according to the peculiar situation of each

member.

Gaining popular support, overridinz conflict with

Islamic revival trends, and investing in a mutually responsi-

ble block are the rational motivations of some Islamic

countries in sharing this endeavor. For some others, this

solidarity stems from a perception of religious obligation

to rescue threatened Islamic sacred symbols. The latter

countries are those instituting Islam as political censor,

either following a rise of Islamic consciousness or by

virtue of traditionally established tslamic regimes. In

addition to Iran, Pakistan and Turkey are likely to bear
* i

. . ! .-
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in the mid-term, a fast-standing Islamic attitude as a

result of a religious development ,,ponsored by the govern-

ment or following a violent process very similar to the
1

Iranian one. If such will be the case, these three non-Arab

Muslim countries will dedicate part of their resources to

the Palestinian issue. Then, the strategic factors deter-

mining the regional balance of power as well as the great

powers strategic interests in the area may be greatly

altered. The opponents of Israel would be greatly strength-

ened while her supporters would be placed in a very serious

situation.

Considering that the political influence of reli-

gious authority in the political decision making arena of

the state of Israel and their desire to extend Jewish polit-

ical rule to the whole Promised Land; considering_ that the

decision to maintain Jerusalem as capital of the state of

Israel is irreversible and that the efforts to restore the

Temple of Solomon, even at the expense of EL AQSA mosque

will be pursued; consiCering that the Islamic values at

stake have been an exceptional importance for all Muslims;

considering that the sources of Islamic law lend support to

* apply Jihad to this situation; considering that the Islamic

revival gave a political consciousness to Muslims; consider-

ing that the Islamic Conference Organization is primarily

established to organize an Islamic solidarity to liberate

Jerusalem; considering that Iran had already pledged herself
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to the total support of the Palestinians; considering that

Pakistan and Turkey are likely to stand on the side of the

Palestinians, it appears that the Islamization of the Arab-

Israeli conflict in the mid-term is a very likely advent.

II. Strategic Reverberations

The combined use of the geographical, political,

economical and military elements of power available to the

Islamic opponents of the state of Israel when enhanced by

a religious motivation is likely to upset the prevailing

power ratio in the Arab-Israeli conflict.

By isolating the state of Israel from her supporters

and supplies and by reducing or eliminating divisions among

the opponents of the state of Israel, the latter will lose

the ideal conditions which enabled her to impose her exis-

tence through unceasing use of military means.

If an Islamic solidarity concerning the Arab-

Israeli conflict can be managed by the Islamic Conference

Organization to conceive, plan, -oordinate, implement, con-

trol and evaluate the Joined Islamic endeavor with respect

to the possibilities and constraints of each member, the

future of the conflict may not follow its usual path.

Otherwise, since the strength of the state of Israel stems

from the great forces' perception of the advantageous exis-

tence of this state in achieving their regional objectives,

the effect of an Islamization will affect the direct adver-

saries as well as their supporters or manipulators.
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At Great Powers Level

Isolating the state of Israel from her supporters

and suppliers will be the principal effect of a joined

Islamic effort waged abroad and especially in the West. The

strategic competition of great powers for the Middle-East

impels both rivals to adjust their policy to keep a credible

political foothold in the area. Indeed, the geographical

features and the economical resources of the Middle-East

make the area of vital interest for these powers. It has

been, so far, possible for influential powers to satisfy

their strategic needs by turning to account the local rival-

ries, the political and economical strains of these coun-

tries as well as their political docility in acting within

the desired scheme. However, the 1973 oil embargo, although

extemporaneous and hastily managed, made the Arab decision

makers and Arab public opinion aware of the effectiveness

of a joined use of natural resources to achieve a common

goal. That is why it is very likely that Islamic countries

will use this pattern as key policy in opposing the state

of Israel. Besides, the spirit of Islamization as well as

the Judaistic geographical ambitions will preclude tangible

political compromises and will compel Treat powers to the

embarrassing choice of only one partner.

Although it seems that the Soviet Union has already

made her choice, the ideological incompatibility with

Islamic trends and the eventuality of a reconciliation

9 Mr-
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between the Islamic block and the West, may place the Soviet

Union in a crucial situation. Is it precluded to foresee

a change of partners in the conflict? The spectacular

changes of great powers' roles in Sub-Saharan Africa, after

the last Ethiopian turnover, allow one to consicder the un-

thinkable.

For the western countries and especially the United

States, the Islamization will impel them to answer some

embarrassing questions: to what extent the "long standing

commitment to the survival of the state of Israel'? will pre-

vail upon other national vital interests? Is this commit-

ment the highest national interest? Is it acceptable to

Jeopardize its own national security for other considera-

tions? Is it tolerable that another state, whatever she may

be, continues to dictate through lobbying the political

decision making arena, the national policy in an area of

vital interest?

If the traditional answer will keep referring to the

dynamics of a democratic system favorable to legal competi-

tion, the anti-Israeli Islamic block will be in favorable

posture to gain the western support or at least Its neu-

trality,, through the use of appropriate means to contest the

state of Israel influence. Once the western position is

perceived as objective or favorable by Islamic countries,

it will be possible for the West to achiev. its Interests

- .r -- "-:.
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in the Middle-East such as:

(a) continued access by the United States,
Western Europe and Japan to the region's oil
resources at reasonable prices; (b) continued
use by the United States and its allies of the
communications, land, sea and air power and
transit facilities of the region; (c) maintenance
and strengthening of economic ties with Middle-
Eastern countries, and continual access to regional
markets for U.S. trade and investment; (d) preven-
tion of the establishment of an external power, in
particular the Soviet Union, of a predominant 3
political and military presence in the region.

]As for the options available to Islamic opponents of the

state of Israel,to bring such political shift, they are:

a Provoking a world wide energy crisis by the use

of Islamic oil. This may entail a risk for the western

economic standing, the western strategic military poz-ure,

the stability of international monetary system and the

western alliance political cohesion. The food weapon or

* the militiry response to this option is not likely to be

used because of its negative outcome in the long run.

e Reducing the Jewish lobbying of the western

political arenas by allocating adequate funds to wage a

broad informative action and by collaborating with other

influential Interest groups sharing common grounds with

Islamic countries.

.1 *:• Discrediting the state of Israel in international

organizations and impelling her to political and economical

isolation like the one being inflicted to South-Africa, yet

"the latter 4s much more self sufficient and can withztand

isolation to a greater degree than the former.

* - 0 ' .J-:,
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* Implementing a boycott policy on trade organiza-

tions supporting the state of Israel and devoting necessary

funds to encourage such boycott.

* Refusing military facilities or collaboration

with supporters and suppliers of the state of Israel. This

may deny them valuable opportunities to maintain and improve

a strategic presence in the area.

Hence, the Islamization will place great powers in uncom-

fortable situation where abstention or undecisiveness may

be exploited by the rival power to fill the vacuum. The

Soviet Union will face a dilemma: assisting Islamic coun-

tries to solve the issue means eliminating the reason for

soliciting further Soviet assistance; refusing the required

assistance is incurring the risk to be replaced by the

United States in the area as what happened in Egypt in 1976
under similar conditions.

As for the United States, the global posture may not

allow her to Jeopardize her vital interests being at stake,

because of an emotional iclination toward the sta-e of

Israel. The Taiwan precedent in the American foreign

policy lets us expect similar options with regard to the

Arab-Israetk conflict in its Islamic dimension.

Otherwise, these constra.nts on the great powerv '

choices in the Middle East are expected to remain determn-

"-in te mid-term because of:

" The need for oil as principal source of energy

and essential material for other Indu-tries.
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*The security and logistical considerations will

require physical facilities in the region as long as revolu-

tionary means of intelligence and transportation are not

available to dispense with such "acilities.

*The growing demography of Muslims, about 25,1 of'

world population by year 2000, is worthy of attention for

powers needy of c4-edible political allied and econom'cal

partner.

Subsequent to this imnpact. on. great powers, the Islamization

will affect the strategic piecture of the Mliddle-East Itself.

At Regional. Level

is Islamization a strategic checkmate to t~le state

of Israel? The geographical, deniog 'pIca', political, eco-

nomical, military and reli~ious will- elements of' power

avamilable to an ansi-Israeli player are as much wi--

paw~ns if properly arrayed.

Indeed,, li a, great powers' level,, the iam!.%at on

can conside.-ably reduce the poiltica,1 econemical and :n!!l±-

ta~ry support to the state of israel, the latter wilt ulti

mnatel.y bo r'aised to a serlous ditemma, taking imotant

po."tical conces3lonG, leading to a Faleti~nlan ccntro' of

rol!,tical authority ia gvln tgupte nilr Jeish d5ret=

of exclusive sovereIgnty on~ the "Promiaed Land;" retI ;4n7

to the use of all avail-able mllitary -ears,, eit'her calven-

tional or nuclear, to maintain her existence at the expense
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of Palestinian people is likely to be unsuccessful ar4

perhaps prejudicial to her security.

The anticipated £ffects on great powers in the mid-

term will entail the following:

* Uncertain western support to the state of Israel

"which may ultimately mean:

S- :igh probability of expulsion of the state

of Israel from the United Nations Organization and derived

institutions.

"- Limitation on economical and financial assis-

tance that may lead to disastrous inflation and economic

- I ba;ikrupcy.

- Llmttatton on mllitary assistance which will

impel her to develop locaC hardware I"nustry and nuclear

capablilty causfng more defense expenditure.

* .ncreasrf. -sreat powers' :ivalry in the region
whic•h. •may l slatc count,'ies to have:

B etter oond~tion to --se thir5oý ah~C

adv anntage anf nvr4 -eaou rcns "or p -tltaI•c gurposea.

M :ore cthawes to 'no-date their n t7 tar e

Ware and, ac~utze :=odern technofloy.

-Positive d~lmtcenvlrornment to Obtain~

* Tbalince o.; the regb*onaz power rttc ndntrL

ofthe s~ze of the baw~l h~ch w':l deny to th-e

-ta-e of1 Zorae. Ideal condittbcns to uze her "Zay'Torces.
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Under such conditions, other political features may change:

• The P.L.O. will be dedicated tc maintain a low

intensity type conflict in Palestine and will oive up

violence on an international scale.

e The Jewish emigration to Palestine will consider-

ably lessen because of the state of Israel's economical

limitations.

a Once Sinai is recovered, Egypt will atten'pt to

reinstate Islamic community by forsaking the endeavor to

extend the Camp David treaty to other Arab countries.

!. I Thus, in case of Islamization of the Arab-Israeli conflict,

the ouitcome of the Middle-Eastern game may show two big

losers: the state of Israel and the Soviet Union. The

former may lose her status as a state while the latter may

not harvest the fruits of many decades of investment. in the

area. That is why theae two potential losers may plan to

interfere with such Islamization and with the spread of

Islami,ý revival in general, Will it be a Joined effort?

It seems too ha .ardous for both of them vis-a-vis the--

partners as long as Islamization remains unembodied theory.

However, in case •' change of partners, the Soviet Union may

keep Islamic forces on Soviet borders and increase the flow

of emigrants ;o the state of Israel. Anyway, the positions

of Lhe state of Israeli officials toward Islamic revival in

the area and the Soviet rezponse to the Islamic revival in
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Afghanistan, denote their negative appraisal of this

politico-religious phenomnenon.

III. The Religious Element of Power in Strategic Studies

From the analysis of the potential case of Islamniza-

tion of th'E; Arab-IE,-4eli conflict, it appears that the reli-

-~g~usfactor is sti.Li worthy of attention in strategic

ýtudies. It Is, today, common among political thinkers to

scornfully address the religious factor as an outfashioned

turn of mind. However, it Is curious to remark that the

trends describing relip'-ion as "opium of people" are in fact

preaching an ideology written in red books, sponsored by a

clerical structure and claimring the holding of the ultimate

truth.

It is also curious to find that religion is given a

marginal importance in strategic a~isessment of~ rational

elements of power. Indeed, the only reference to reli~ion

is included in a sub-paragraph addressing the sociological

factors affecting the national wi11 element c.- power. it

seemns that t.lis tendency stems from t%*he conternporary (ull-

easiness) to consider' the ties between religion r"ei politics.

The influence o.0 reUltion on Individup-1 tCnavlor,

social cohesiveness, moral. values system, and group Uttittude

toward the dyna-mics of their environmnent, 12 worthy of con-

s~deat-n is assessing the sociolog~a. adpyhooLa

factors 41nflitencing the state's po1l.t~cs. However, it Is

obv-i;ous that criterls oll ass essm~ent of *the religrious element
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of power may not need the same emphasis for all kinds of

belief. Otherwise, the impact of religion on human history

testifies of the role held by the religious belief in

orienting the political behavior of nations.

Religious Motivation and Politics

A look at the history of nations shows that marking

events were usually provoked by religious motives and that

the genuine faith gave the religious fighters the moral

strength they need to carry out ambitious tasks despite

risky conditions. Some striking examples in ancient and

contemporary history illustrate this religious power:

* The Jew's resistance in conserving their belief

despite Pharao's threats, their patience in undercoing the

hazards of the exodus, their determination to withstand

attractive forms of assimilation during the Diaspora, and

their sustained efforts to gather in Palestine and wage

therein violent forms of terrorism under British mandate,

all these event3 show a det' -rriire! behavior deriving from

religious belief which remained through centuries the sole

proved link between Jews cf the world. Is it not striking

to see them today in the United States callInr themselves

the American Jews and not the Jewish Americans?

6 The rapid spread of Islam cver continents showed

how Jew tribes could cverthrow strong empires when bound and

galvanized by a strong religious be•e•,. With the Jihad

- .-..
0' .
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spirit, many battles were won despite unfavorable tactical

and geographical conditions.

e The religious motivation of the crusades was

able to gather traditional enemy in a joined endeavor over-

seas and to establish in Palestine a Christian authority.

*The early American settlers left their original

countries arnd accepted to face an unknown future and wage

perilous adventures to conserve their belief and escape from

reli~gious intolerance.

* Today and in many locations of the world, reli-

gious variance or antagonism are the motive of furious and

violent clashes and wars. The situation of Ireland, Lebanon,

Biafra, Philippines, Thailand, Chad, Comeroan and riali

illustrate the political influence of rel.L-,on on Pcroups and

'States.

It seems that religious wars in the third world
* will become the distinguishing features of the

struggles in this period. This is because such wars,
conceal all kinds of strife that do not reach the
status of warfare. If religious wars were possible
and expected in certain locations where no histori-
cal reasons for friction =nd repression do extst,
the outbreak of such wars i~i locations where they
were not expected si.ni~fies, that there ip an inter-

natinal ispoi~ton towards that trend.4

Even when r'eligion is denied a political role and despite

the atempts to na.ae peoples' reaction with sclerntific

labels, the residual rellglous consciousn~ess may sudden'y

develop and bving rel±igon t~o the foreground of the polltl-

cal scenery and rapidly raise up shows of solidarity am-ngr

fellow believers abr-oad.
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In analyzing the anatomy of Islamic revival, R.

Hrair Dekmejian asserted that:

The third factor contributing to the crisis
milieu of the Islamic countries is the persistence
of military defeats. Implicit in their long quest
for independence was the aspiration to acquire suf-
ficient military potential to safeguard their vital
territorial interests. However, this deeply felt
aspiration to develop military prowess has not been
realized. With the sing~le exception of Algeria, no
Isl amic country acquired independence through a
protracted struggle with a European imperial power.
After the achievement of indevendence, a number of
Islamic countries were repeatedly unsuccessful
militarily against non-Islamic foes. The succes-
sive defeats of Pakistan by India are a case in

A point. Yet from the Pan-Islamnic perspective, the
Arab military failure to contain Israel was more
significant in its general i~apact. The effects of
the July 1967 War were particularly de'vastating due
to the magnitude of the Arab defeat and the loss of
Arab-Jerusalem, a factor which concerned the whole
Islamic community. Aside from its human and eco-
nomic. costs, the defeats prod,-ced shock waves
affecting both Arab and non-Arab M~uslims in
engendering f"eeli&,ngs of fear, insecurity and
inferiority. The manifest inability of the Arab
states to remove the Israeli occupation of Arab
territory sapped the le-it4 i~acy of Arab ruling
states and their military regimes. F,_rt~herrore.
the failure of,: non-Arab Islamic leaders to support
the Arab cause diplomatically and militarily trought

ar~ otpouing o proest fro"' the Islamic falthfui
-I such importan~t countries as Iran, Turkce: and

Fakistan. 5

Therefore, it is perhaps necessar-yand t 1mely to give the

:e.1-16ous eletrent some importance in strat~e~ic stud-ies to

adequately and proper'ly cover, a powerfulý- d etarminr.a1; of

:,ol-At-4cal behavior in s3Ote socletles.
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The Relig~ious Element of Power

The assessment of the religious element of power as

a part of the overall strategic assessment of a given coun-

try's power may be addressed as an independent criterion of

analysis especially when dealing with non secular-type

regimes or with deeply religious population governed by

secular governments.

This element of power does not preclude the national

will one., although both of them may share common factors

depending on the type of regime or society being assessed.

A tentative approach to assess this element may be

conducted according to the following suggested pattern:

e Type of religion: monotheistic, polytheistic,

other ideo-lo~y

Does it call for individual or collective worship?

Does it aff.ect individual and collective behavior?

* 1eographical distribution,. Within the civer,

*state and abroad.

* * Isthýr a ;eo~raphica2. continity" Status in

neig-boing countr'ies?

f * ~Deliiorzaphical features: Size of fe.r, owth

rate,, movement of cornve.-sion, p~redcrqIi;ant et-hnic group,

tatus of rellgioua nmnoritie3, relat! nsliAp be 4eern zet

. Re~~~u.~recure~nt~ ~-at are these afctn

social and voitiIca. l1.Ve?
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Is the religious observance measurable? What is

the motivation system? Are there requirements compatible

with development?

* Structuration: Is there a clerical system?

Influence of clergy on masses and on governments? Does the

clergy manage important financial assets?

* Scope of influence: On behaviors: passivity,

tolerance, xenophobia,

- On civilian status: marriage, divorce, in

heritage,

- On education,

- On political dynamics.

This tentative approach to the religious element of power

may be a useful tool to uncover some intangible factors

,which may surprise strategists who underestimate the scope

of influence of religion on politics in many countries even

in this era.

* - -' . - , .



ENDNOTES

1. Especially Egypt, Syria and Iraq.

2. Like Agudat Israel.

3. Congressional research source The Middle East
and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, (CGSC A551-5, Arpil 1977),
P. 7.

4. Editorial, Al-Howadith (London, in Arabic)
Nov 9, 1979, p. 14.

5. R. Hrair Dekmejian, "The Anatomy of Islamic
Revival: Legitimacy, Crisis, Ethnic Conflict and the Search
for Islamic Alternatives", The Middle-East Journal, Winter
1980, p. 7-8.
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