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Executive Summary

o

The Soviet leadership is acutely aware of the critical role of nonnuclear
forces in the world balance of power and has since 1965 made a firm
commitment to obtaining and exercising a full range of military options.
While the momentum of Soviet military developments can be seen in all
elements of the armed forces, military aviation capabilities in particular
have been expanded, both in absolute terms and relative to American
capabilities. Air power has become a fundamental instrument for power
projection and the air offensive the linchpin of successful nonnuclear com-
bat operations.

The Soviets accept the possibility of a nonnuclear conflict in Europe
and have developed the capability to fight just such a conflict there. In
order to prevent a nonnuclear conflict from becoming a nuclear one, the
Soviets would hope to be able to present the United States with a fait
accompli by preventing the mobilization of NATO forces by attacking the
defense before it is capable of organizing its nonnuclear resistance and
before it is capable of utilizing its nuclear means to redress the situation.
Such a surprise attack requires the ability to launch a successful air oper-
ation against NATO’s air and theater nuclear resources. Therefore, a
switch in air priorities from the defense to the attack was required. The
Soviets have made that change and are presently engaged in the modern-
ization program to make the doctrinal change operational. The inevitable
conclusion is that the evolution of Soviet air power has and will continue
to have a fundamental role in the development of a wider range of mili-
tary options for the Soviet leadership.

At present the central focus of Soviet military strategy is Europe, and,
therefore, the increase of options suggests that, if the Soviets start a gen-
eral war as a result of a deliberate and carefully executed policy, the con-
flict will center there. Such a conflict would involve a Soviet attempt to
preempt NATO mobilization with nonnuclear weapons by means of a
massive air operation against NATO aviation and nuclear capabilities.
Thus, a most effective hedge against a Soviet attack upon the West is the
survivability of NATO’s aviation and nuclear resources.
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I. Introduction

In the post-Khrushchev period the Soviet Union has demonstrated an
acute awareness of the crucial role of nonnuclear forces in the world bal-
ance of power. Since 1965 the Soviet Union has made a firm commitment
to obtaining and exercising a full range of military options. Increased So-
viet military capabilities are therefore the result of a sustained dedication
of resources to the development of ground, naval; and air forces that em-
phasize flexibility as well as strength. While the momentum of Soviet
military developments can be seen in all elements of the armed forces,
aviation capabilities in particular have been expanded both in absolute
terms and relative to American capabilities. Clearly, the American quali-
tative advantages that some have suggested justify the Soviet numerical
advantages have shrunk to the point where reasonable and prudent ana-
lysts of the Soviet-American military balance are beginning to indicate
concern. Furthermore, the central military (as well as political and eco-
nomic) relationship between the United States and the USSR is now, and
should be expected to continue to be, one of competition. The thrust of
the Soviet efforts can be expected to remain one of continuing to reduce,
or eliminate and surpass, American superiority in those fields where it
does remain. For Soviet military aviation, these efforts mean a continua-
tion of its evolution into a force capable of providing Soviet leaders with
greater flexibility in the means of attack, and providing greater mobility to
the ground forces.

Soviet air power is engaged in contributing to the accomplishment of
the multifarious tasks requisite of the armed forces of the world’s largest
nation. The USSR is confronted in the West by a military alliance abutting
its cordon sanitaire consisting of states whose loyalty depends in part upon
a strong Soviet presence and in the East by the hostile ideology and na-
tional interests of the world’s most populous state. While the problem of
a “two-front” commitment has resulted in a strategy of “negotiation and
strength,” the total effect of the expansion of Soviet air capabilities goes
beyond these defensive concerns to include a dramatic extension of power
and presence. Air power has become a fundamental instrument for power
projection and the air offensive the linchpin of a nonnuclear option for
conflict in Europe.
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Il. Soviet Air Operations Doctrine

Regardiess of the development of missile weapons, the Soviets remain
convinced that the role of aviation has not declined. [Ref. 27, p. 87] They
feel that aviation continues to be an important multipurpose means of
conducting war, providing the capability to wage effective military opera-
tions under the most diverse conditions. [Ref. 27, p. 87] In particular,
aviation provides mobility, and the Soviets believe that force mobility is
a necessary prerequisite for an attack at high tempos, which is what they
are convinced can bring them military success. [Ref. 47, p. 167] Thus,
for the Soviets, the principle of mobility, and therefore the instrument of
air power, is closely connected with principles of concentration of efforts,
surprise, combat activity, and, as a result, with the preservation of forces.
[Ref. 47, p. 169] In effect, it has a deciding influence on the realization
and implementation of the demands of the aforementioned principles, in-
asmuch as those forces which do not possess high mobility will hardly be
able to amass superior forces and means in a timely manner at the neces-
sary place, achieve surprise, or conduct active combat operations while
retaining their combat effectiveness for the required length of time. [Ref.
47, p. 169]

Any attempt to comprehend the manner in which air power fits into
Soviet military strategy must consider the evolutionary process through
which that strategy has passed. The Soviets have had, since the end of
World War 11, a distinct concept for war in Europe. Without the means
to fight an intercontinental conflict with the United States, the Soviets
adopted a “hostage Europe” strategy emphasizing the preparation of their
land, air, and naval forces for an invasion and occupation of Western
Europe. [Ref. 67, pp. 32-35] The struggle between 1953 and 1960 to
adjust Soviet strategy to the military-technological revolution was founded
in the developing state of Soviet technology and weapons production.
[Ref. 67, pp. 35-38] In effect, as the Soviet nuclear capability grew, the
Soviet military underwent manpower reductions. This evolving process
continued to the point where, had Nikita Khrushchev’s idea of substituting
firepower for manpower, laid out in January 1960, been fully implemented,
there would have been a total transformation of Soviet military strategy




and force structure. Khrushchev stated that he felt that the military-
technological revolution had made it possible to increase the firepower
of the armed forces with “atomic, hydrogen, rocket and other modern
weapons.” [Ref. 23, p. 10] He stressed that these modern weapons would
be the principal element in any future war, and that the Soviet Union’s
defense capability was no longer determined by the “number of soldiers
it has under arms, the number of men in uniform.” [Ref. 23, p. 10] While
the Soviets did ultimately obtain nuclear parity with the United States,
Khrushchev’s proposal for the reduction of nonnuclear forces was only
partially implemented, and subsequently reversed. The reversal contri-
buted to a military buildup that began in 1965 and became undeniably
evident by mid-1966. This post-Khrushchev buildup, which is presently
continuing, seems to be directed toward the development of a full range
of military options for the Soviet leadership.

As a result of the lessons the Soviets learned concerning the utility of
conventional options in the 1958 landing of U.S. Marines in Lebanon and
the 1962 U.S. naval quarantine of Cuba, and recognizing that their in-
creasing nuclear capability created an increased American interest in
restricting conflict below the intercontinental nuclear exchange level, they
came to accept the possibility of a nonnuclear conflict with the United
States. In the Soviet perception, “a concrete historical analysis of the
contradictions of the modern era leads to the conclusion that it is neces-
sary to be ready to wage various kinds of wars: world and local, swift
and protracted, with the use of the nuclear weapon and without it.” [Ref.
32, p. 127] However, there continue to exist some hard geographic and
technical realities which have remained obstacles to the Soviet effort to
develop “reach” in their drive to obtain a full range of military options.
Thus, although the Soviets now view themselves as a truly global power
with legitimate international interests and commitments, and have demon-
strated a willingness to exercise their military power in support of those
international interests and commitments, the central focus of military
strategy remains Europe, and the increase in options has meant among
other things the development of a capability to fight a nonnuclear conflict
there. '

Having recognized the difficulty of being able to prevent a theater nu-
clear conflict from escalating to a general nuclear conflict, [Ref. 58, p. 69]
the Soviets have attempted to tailor their forces and tactics so that they
have a capability of fighting without nuclear weapons in the hope of being
able to execute a “hostage Europe” strategy before any nuclear use by
NATO could escalate out of control. [Ref. 58, p. 253] Such action would,
of course, require a surprise attack to prevent the mobilization of NATO
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forces,' with the goal of catching NATO forces while “they are incapable
of offering organized resistance and are forced to fight in a situation ex-
tremely unfavorable for them.” [Ref. 47, p. 230] In effect, the Soviets
would hope to be able to paralyze NATO’s will to resist, depriving it of
“the opportunity of taking quick, effective countermeasures.” [Ref. 47, p.
230] A preemptive offensive—attacking the defense before it mobilizes
and can deploy—offers the opportunity to supplant the dangers inherent
in a massed breakthrough of a prepared defense with a fluid environment
optimized for the “daring maneuver” with which the Soviets would hope
to advance into the depth of NATO’s defenses. [Ref. 46, pp. 16-17]

The role of air power within a program geared to obtain a wide range
of military options was bound to require new equipment and some rather
radical changes in functional concepts. Specifically, increased emphasis
on preemptive attack within, at least initially, a nonnuclear environment
means that the significance of aviation in combat and its close interaction
with the ground forces has been markedly increased. A preemptive option
to a Soviet “hostage Europe” strategy required that aviation obtain the
ability to launch a successful independent air operation against NATO’s
air and theater nuclear resources, to directly support ground operations,
and to support whatever naval operations are necessary for the success of
the ground operations and defense of the homeland.

A. The Independent Air Operation

An independent air operation is performed in accordance with a single
concept and in conformity with a plan of the Supreme High Command
for the attainment of major operational or strategic goals in continental
or ucean theaters of military operations. [Ref. 11, p. 45] The initiation of
nonnuclear hostilities by the Soviets in Europe would unquestionably be-
gin with a massive independent air operation against enemy nuclear
forces, command posts, and airfields. [Ref. 39, pp. 47-51] Fixed-wing air-
craft from Frontal Aviation, medium-range aircraft from Long-Range
Aviation, and Naval Aviation aircraft would all be mobilized to execute
the air offensive. Air strikes would continue around-the-clock in a single-
minded effort to destroy the enemy’s tactical nuclear capabilities, disrupt
the organization of any coordinated defense, and neutralize the main force
of enemy aviation on the first day of hostilities. [Ref. 26, pp. 20-28] Once
these objectives had been achieved and air superiority insured, the air
operations of these forces would shift to isolating the areas of combat
operations from the influx of NATO operational and strategic reserves

1 It could be expected that the Soviets would limit information about the opera-
tion even to their Warsaw Pact allies so as to attempt to prevent their allies from
trying to head off the operation by informing the West about it. Once the operation
began, however, the Pact would probably support it as long as the Soviets were
winning. [Ref. 42]
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and to the disruption of enemy lines of communications. [Ref. 26, pp. 20-
28] Success of the independent air operation would require activity
throughout the theater, involving thorough reconnaissance and skillful
target selection, along with close coordination between aviation forces
and the other elements taking part in the attack. [Ref. 26, pp. 20-28] Un-
derstandably, if the conflict became nuclear, most Frontal Aviation air-
craft would be withdrawn in favor of the missile forces, and the aircraft
belonging to Long-Range Aviation would b« reassigned to nuclear
missions.

B. Air Support of Ground Operations

In the past, Soviet Frontal Aviation was designed primarily for air de-
fense missions. [Ref. 63, p. 43] More recently, improved ground-support
capability, together with renewed emphasis on ground-to-air defense sys-
tems, indicate a fundamental change in Soviet air operations in support of
the ground forces. [Ref. 63, p. 43] The Soviet Air Force can now be ex-
pected to support ground operations in at least four ways: 1) by perform-
ing its traditional role of assisting the Air Defense Troops of the Ground
Forces (Voyska PVO Sukhoputnykh voysk) in protecting the ground
forces and their rear area from enemy air attack; 2) by providing airlift
for such things as helicopter assaults, paratroop assaults, transport land-
ings of troops, and the movement of supplies; 3) by providing air recon-
naissance; and 4) by providing a highly mobile means with which to sup-
press the enemy’s fire and thereby assist immensely in the maintenance of
the necessary tempo of attack.

The Soviets will increasingly leave rear-area defense to their ground-
based antiaircraft systems. For example, an enemy high-performance air-
craft approaching a moving Soviet ground formation would first come
under fire from the Soviet SA-6. [Ref. 10, p. 5297] The SA-6 fire would
then be supplemented by the newer, all-weather SA-8. [Ref. 10, p. 5298]
Further in, at ranges of about 5 miles, the man—portable SA-7 and
vehicle-mounted SA-9 would join the attack. [Ref. 10, p. 5299] Still
closer, the aircraft would come under fire from a variety of large auto-
matic weapons, including the radar-directed ZSU-23-4. [Ref. 10, p. 5299]
Of all these weapons, only the infrared homing SA-9 and SA-7 would be
adversely affected by foul weather or darkness. [Ref. 10, p. 5299] Thus,
ground-based air defense is clearly a Soviet strong point. In any com-
parison with the United States, the Soviets have far more weapons with
which to engage far fewer targets. [Ref. 10, p. 5303] Their equipment is
generally excellent, and they are skillful in employing it. [Ref. 10, p. 5303]
In such an environment, Soviet Frontal Aviation elements tasked to pro-
vide air defense can increasingly become more aggressive in that they can
“slide” their air defense zones forward over the advancing battle areas
and perhaps even devote some of their efforts to ground attack.




Military Transport Aviation will be expected to provide the extra mo-
bility required to make the Soviet armor-dominated offensive doctrine
work. Soviet strategic airlift has continued to expand steadily, especially
in lift capability. [Ref. 45, p. 97] With an air fleet consisting of approxi-
mately the same number of aircraft as in 1966, the Soviets can currently
lift better than 50 percent more cargo to a range of 2,000 nautical miles.
[Ref. 45, p. 97] Besides the more mundane logistic support, in time of
war wide use would be made of tactical and operational airborne landings
with the task of capturing nuclear storage areas,' river crossings, bridge-
heads, and other important objectives. [Ref. 58, pp. 293-294 and Ref. 69,
p. 86] Such tasks would normally be executed by a reinforced motorized
rifle battalion, sometimes without armored personnel carriers and sup-
porting subunits. [Ref. 61, p. 45] Smaller operations would also be under-
taken. For example, specialized reconnaissance companies that would be
utilized to gather information on targets and other intelligence require-
ments might also be transported by air. [Ref. 63, p. 45]

In view of the complexity of the reconnaissance of enemy means of nu-
clear attack and the necessity to acquire reliable data on those means, the
role of aerial reconnaissance is critical. [Ref. 56, p. 136] However, aerial
reconnaissance performs a broad range of other functions as well, both
before and after an attack has begun. Aircraft have the important mission
of lending aerial reconnaissance support to all the services of the Soviet
Armed Forces. The MiG-25/FOXBAT employed as a reconnaissance
platform is now being deployed in Frontal Aviation. [Ref. 58, p. 253] The
Soviets clearly have concluded that air reconnaissance is the basic source
of rapidly receiving reliable information concerning the intentions and
actions of the enemy in his rear areas, on the approaches to the front,
and directly in the pre-front areas. [Ref. 25, pp. 345-352]

In a conventional conflict, aviation is seen by the Soviets as having a
crucial role in the attack on fixed targets that are out of reach of artillery.
[Ref. 12, pp. 92-93] Aviation, which possesses high maneuverability and
powerful conventional means of destruction and which is constantly in a
high state of readiness, can concentrate its efforts in a short time on the
necessary axis, deliver effective strikes against the enemy, and support
continuously the actions of the troops on the ground. [Ref. 56, p. 149]
The role of aviation in building up the tempo of advance is only increased
by the enemy’s high mobility, the presence on the battlefield of many im-
portant small and rapidly moving targets, and the need for reconnoitering
and hitting them in extremely short periods of time. [Ref. 56, p. 149]
Aircraft would operate in small groups in order to assure the broad ma-
neuver of forces and create conditions for their redirection. [Ref. 56, p.

1 An exercise in which a special weapons storage area is attacked is discussed in
Ref. 69.
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130] In furtherance of this goal, the Soviets would hope to coordinate
artillery barrages and air strikes in order to provide a complete fire plan
for their operations, generally utilizing helicopters over the forward edge
of their own formations and fixed-wing aircraft at greater distances in
front of their own ground troops.

C. Air Support of Naval Operations

Soviet air support of naval operations generally consists of three tasks:
1) providing air reconnaissance; 2) providing air strike support to naval
landings; and 3) attacking the enemy at sea. Soviet aviation elements must
be prepared to attack enemy warships at sea at a distance at which the
ships would not be able to utilize their aircraft and missiles for attacking
Soviet and allied forces. [Ref. 58, p. 254] Should the Soviets be success-
ful against the enemy’s naval forces, Soviet air elements would then be
shifted to attacks directed against enemy transportation at sea and in
ports. [Ref. 58, p. 254] Also, any significant naval landing operation
would require air support, and air reconnaissance at sea is already a
general requirement executed on a continuing basis.
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lIl. Soviet Air Power Elements

Soviet military aviation consists of the Air Force (Voyenno-
Vozdushryye Sily—VVS), National Air Defense Aviation (Aviatsiya
voysk PVO strany), and Naval Aviation (Aviatsiya voyenno-morskogo
flota). The Air Force is a service of the armed forces of the Soviet Union,
and includes Frontal Aviation (frontovaya aviatsiya), Military Transport
Aviation (voyenno-transportnaya aviatsiya) and Long-Range Aviation
(dal’nyaya aviatsiya). National Air Defense Aviation consists of fighter-
interceptor units which form part of the air defense groupings and forma-
tions of the National Air Defense Forces. Naval Aviation is a component
of the Navy intended for combat operations in maritime sectors, either
independently or in cooperation with other elements.

The role of the Air Force is considered to be so important that no sig-
nificant operation in a future war, nor military operations as a whole,
could be successfully conducted without its active involvement; aviation
is able to carry out major and diverse missions both independently and in
collaboration with other services of the armed forces. [Ref. 27, p. 110]
The Air Force is expected to provide air cover for troops and objectives
of ihe rear area; attack targets at tactical, operational, and strategic depth;
support troop maneuvers over great distances within limited periods of
time, as well as transport important cargo to the troops; and provide the
air reconnaissance necessary to establish and identify various important
objectives in the enemy positions. [Ref. 27, pp. 109-110] Frontal Avia-
tion is directed against the responsibilities of providing troops with pro-
tection against enemy air attacks, attacking targets at tactical and opera-
tional depth, and conducting air reconnaissance of the battlefield. [Ref.
27, pp. 109-110] Military Transport Aviation is directed against the
responsibilities of providing a rapid means of transportation for airborne
and motorized rifle troops and their equipment and supplies, and evac-
uating the sick and wounded. [Ref. 59, p. 201]

The National Air Defense Forces are responsible for carrying out the
vital task of shielding the economic, political, and military centers of the
nation from air attack. [Ref. 24, p. 114] These forces consist of communi-
cation and radio-technical troops, surface-to-air missile troops, and fighter-
interceptor aircraft. [Ref. 24, pp. 114-115] Being required to execute the
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task of detecting and identifying all aerial objects, and of insuring the
destruction of unfriendly aerospace objects, the National Air Defense
Forces include an antimissile defense (Protivoraketnaya oborona or
PRO) element and an antispace defense (Protivokosmicheskaya oborona
or PKO) element. [Ref. 11, pp. 177-178 and Ref. 15, p. 7] The National
Air Defense Forces may execute their tasks independently or in coopera-
tion with the Air Force and the air defense resources and facilities of the
other services. [Ref. 24, p. 115] Thus, National Air Defense Aviation
constitutes only one part of a rather extensive air defense effort.

The mission of Naval Aviation consists of detecting enemy submarines
and either destroying them or guiding missiles or friendly ships to destroy
them, destroying surface vessels, attacking ports and naval bases, and con-
ducting maritime reconnaissance. [Ref. 43, p. 71; Ref. 6, pp. 12-16; Ref.
55, pp. 6-7; and Ref. 35, p. 2] While Naval Aviation could be expected
to support any amphibious operations of the Naval Infantry (morskaya
pekhota), it may eventually, with the construction of more aircraft car-
riers, enter the field of ground attack in a larger and more direct way.
Certainly the Soviets are aware of the potential effectiveness of even a
few hundred marines landed and provided air support in places where
airfieids or carriers are not available to the West.

A. Frontal Aviation

Frontal Aviation (frontovaya aviatsiya or FA), which is often referred
to as Tactical Aviation in the United States, consists of those air forces
that have been assigned the mission of supporting the combat operations
of the ground forces. This support consists of providing protection against
enemy air attacks, destroying enemy forces on the battlefield and in rear
areas, conducting air reconnaissance of the battlefield and enemy rear
areas, supporting air landings and assault operations while disrupting
enemy airborne operations, and disrupting enemy communications through
the use of electronic warfare. [Ref. 31, p. 72]

The forces of Frontal Aviation are organized into air armies (vozdush-
naya armiya), which constitute the air arm at the disposal of the ground
forces commander of a group of forces or military district (MD) in peace,
or a front! in war. [Ref. 29, p. 178] The map on page 16 depicts the MD

! Unless a theater command is established, a front is the largest field formation
in wartime. It is a tactical and administrative unit, with size and composition sub-
ject to wide variation depending upon the mission and situation. A front could be
composed of three or four combined-arms armies (fifteen to twenty divisions) one
tank army (four to five tank divisions), one tactical air army, and other appropriate
combat and support elements. Airborne troops could be attached to the front as re-
quired. Forces organic to the fronr would include conventional artillery, tactical
nuclear weapons, surface-to-surface and surface-to-air missile units, and engineer,
chemical, signal, intelligence, and rear support units in battalion or larger strength.
As can be seen, the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany is already about the
strength of a wartime Soviet front. [Ref. 29, p. 178]
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and groups of forces boundaries. The composition of an air army will
vary with the functional zone in which it is assigned and the threat situa-
tion with which it is confronted, as illustrated in the order of battle chart
on page 17. [Ref. 29, p. 178] An air army is comprised of aviation divi-
sions (aviatsionnaya diviziya), except as in the Group of Soviet Forces in
Germany where the air army has been so reinforced as to require the cre-
ation of two aviation corps (aviatsionnyy korpus) between the air army
and its aviation divisions. [Ref. 51, p. 107] The aviation division consists
of three aviation regiments, either all of one kind or aircraft mixed by
regiment. [Ref. 51, p. 107 and Ref. 31, p. 74] In Germany, the aviation
divisions might operate either independently or as part of an aviation
corps. [Ref. 51, p. 107] An aviation regiment (aviatsionnyy polk), which
is composed of approximately thirty-two bombers or forty fighters or
ground-attack aircraft, is usually organized into three squadrons operat-
ing alone or with other types of aircraft. [Ref. 51, p. 107] Each aviation
squadron (aviatsionnaya eskadril’ya) consists of three aviation flights
(aviatsionnoye zveno), which are comprised of four aircraft. Aviation
flight fighters and fighter-bombers usually operate in pairs. [Ref. 51, p.
107] While this structure may be the norm, it is not an inflexible rule,
and units may vary in size in order to meet specific functional require-
ments. Thus, for example, there may be three corps in an air army, or four
regiments in a division, or four squadrons in a regiment.

An air army is commanded by a colonel general of aviation, an avia-
tion corps by a lieutenant general of aviation, and an aviation division by
a colonel or major general of aviation. [Ref. 50, p. 78] An aviation regi-
ment is commanded by a colonel, an aviation squadron by a major, and
an aviation flight by a senior lieutenant. [Ref. 51, p. 107]

There are sixteen air armies or the equivalent in Frontal Aviation, [Ref.
29 pp. 175-186 and Ref. 19, pp. 62-71] although they vary extensively
in size. The disposition of the existing sixteen Soviet air armies and their
composition are, of course, determined by Soviet perceptions of where the
greatest internal or external dangers to the regime exist. Presently, about
three-quarters of the combat strength of Frontal Aviation is deployed in
Eastern Europe and the western military districts. [Ref. 65, p. 185]

Frontal Aviation air armies are under the control of the local MD or
group of forces commander. The air army commander is, in fact, a deputy
to the local commander. After receiving preparation orders from his com-
mander, the air army commander and his staff prepare specific aviation
unit plans for his approval. Historical evidence would suggest that the
air army commander can exercise initiative and does participate in decid-
ing which targets should be attacked and by how many aircraft. At lower
levels, Frontal Aviation commanders are responsible through the Soviet
Air Force chain of command to the commander of the air army, and not
to the supported ground force commander.
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FRONTAL AVIATION
FIXED-WING COMBAT AIRCRAFT

Approximate
Assigned To Number of Tactical
Combat Aircraft

Group of Soviet Forces in Germany ................ 975
Northern Group of Forces (Poland) ................ 350
Central Group of Forces (Czechoslovakia) .......... 100
Southern Group of Forces (Hungary) ............... 275
Leningrad Military District ....................... 150
BalticMilitary District . . . ..o ccvocnnswessosvavns 300
Belorussian Military District .. .................... 300
Moscow Military District . ............cooivnuinn.. 200
Carpathian Military District . ...................... 350
Odessa Military DIstrict .. .....ccocoevissacsansns 250
Kiev Military DIStHCE .« o« vevevenevnsnsssnssiosons 100
North Caucasus Military District ................... 0
Transcaucasus Military District . ................... 300
Volga Military District ...........ccovviiinenianen 0
Ural Military ENSEEIRE . . . . ovvcn v smnnnsnasnsanssns 0
Turkestan Military District . ................c0uu.. 150
Central Asian Military District

Siberian Military District 1225

Transbaykal Military District
Far Eastern Military District

In the last decade the capabilities of Frontal Aviation have increcased
fourfold in payload and two and one-half times in range. [Ref. 49, p. 31]
While the Soviet Union has traditionally emphasized air defense in its
Frontal Aviation, there has been a radical change in functional concepts
in recent years. The first priority is no longer air defense, but rather air
attack in all its forms. [Ref. 5, p. 193] The developmental work of the
mid-1960s on new and more capable fighter-bombers initially produced
new versions of the MiG-21/FISHBED fighter with improved payload
and range for more effective, offensive roles. [Ref. 7, p. 443] Then begin-
ning in 1973, the new Su-17/FITTER C, the MiG-23/FLOGGER B,
and the FENCER A became operational. [Ref. 7, p. 443] Com-
pared to earlier Frontal Aviation fighters, these new aircraft have substan-
tially improved range, payload, avionics, and electronic countermeasure
(ECM) capabilities, thereby providing a multiple-mission potential. [Ref.
7, p. 443 and Ref. 13, p. 10] The new types already comprise a signifi-
cant portion of the total force and have been extensively supplied to the
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Soviet forces opposite NATO’s Central Region. [Ref. 7, p. 444] The
FLOGGER B and FITTER C are capable of striking targets in eastern
West Germany from bases in the western USSR, especially if they re-
cover to landing strips in Central Europe. [Ref. 7, p. 443] By moving these
two aircraft types to forward bases, their payload and range can be maxi-
mized. FENCER A, also capable of striking most of Western Europe
from bases in the Soviet Union, appears to be the first Soviet fighter spe-
cifically designed for ground attack. [Ref. 7, p. 446] The first modern So-
viet aircraft to provide for a weapons systems officer, this interdiction
fighter-bomber carries a variety of guided and unguided air-to-ground
weapons. [Ref. 7, p. 446] The reintroduction of the integral cannon on
Soviet fighters, which began with the FISHBED J model, remains a fca-
ture common to all new-generation Frontal Aviation fighter/attack air-
craft. [Ref. 7, p. 445] The phasing-in of these third-generation aircraft
has provided the technical capability to diversify ordnance delivery. Dur-
ing the 1960s, Frontal Aviation’s nuclear role declined, with emphasis
being given to surface-to-surface missiles. It had also been expected that
Long-Range Aviation would carry the main burden of any air attack on
Western Europe. With the introduction of FENCER A and FLOGGER,
both nuclear capable, there has been a resurgence of doctrine concerning
the flexibility provided by having Frontal Aviation possess the option of
nuclear delivery. [Ref. 7, pp. 444-445) As a result, FA could now be ex-
pected to augment Long-Range Aviation operations against Western
Europe in either mode, as well as perform the more traditional functions
of escort and defense suppression.

New ground-support aircraft, both being developed and actually just
coming into the inventory, constitute an extension of the changes in
Frontal Aviation air doctrine. The new aircraft do not constitute a
“mirror-image concept” of building specific weapons systems to match
similar systems in a potential opponent’s inventory, nor do they constitute
replacements for specific planes. Instead, they constitute a continuing
search for the equipment most capable of performing the necessary tasks
required by the new doctrine of “air attack in all its forms.” The
FLOGGER D is an example of this continuing search.

Although the single-seat ground-attack FLOGGER D has many air-
frame features in common with the MiG-23/FLOGGER B, it has been
officially designated by the Soviets as the MiG-27. [Ref. 40, p. 53] This
new plane differs from the MiG-23 in that the forward portion of the
fuselage has been completely redesigned as a result of the installation of
a laser range finder and the elimination of the nose radar. [Ref. 40, p. 53]
The shortened nose, which now droops sharply downward from the
cockpit, and an enlarged cockpit glazing have resulted in considerable
improvement in forward and downward visibility. [Ref. 40, p. 53] Con-
sistent with its principal mission of ground attack, armor plating has been
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incorporated into the sides of the fuselage in the cockpit region, and the
utilization of fixed air intakes is consistent with the primary requirement
of high subsonic speed at low altitude. [Ref. 40, p. 53] Firepower includes
a Gatling-type gun and structural provisions for external stores, including
tactical nuclear weapons. [Ref. 40, p. 53] The plane has low-pressure
tires that permit operation from prepared grass runways, and provisions
for the fitting of takeoff booster rockets have been made on the aft section
of the fuselage. [Ref. 40, p. 53]

Also organic to Frontal Aviation air armies are helicopters whose mis-
sion is to provide air mobility for ground forces and armed helicopters
for employment in antitank and general ground attack roles. Soviet heli-
copters, while operationally controlled through the Front commander’s
staff, belong to Frontal Aviation rather than to the Ground Force. These
helicopters continue to be deployed rapidly as the doctrine concerning
their use and deployment evolves. [Ref. 9, p. S14082] That the helicopter
has already been recognized as a critical element in the air mobility of
Soviet ground forces is indicated by the buildup in the number of Mi-8/
HIP helicopters. [Ref. 7, p. 433] Soviet forces have in fact been equipped
with various helicopters which include transport, reconnaissance/liaison,
and fire-support vehicles. [Ref. 3, p. 30] Transport helicopters address
problems of airborne landing operations, supply and evacuation, as well
as occasionally serving as airborne command posts and medical aid sta-
tions. [Ref. 3, p. 30] Reconnaissance/liaison helicopters provide an effec-
tive means of supplying a combined-arms commander with reconnaissance
data on the enemy and terrain, as well as providing fire adjustment and
liaison. [Ref. 3, p. 31] Fire-support helicopters are to support subunits on
the battlefield and to attack enemy ground and air targets independently.
[Ref. 3, p. 31] The gunship variant of the HIP and the newer Mi-24/
HIND [Ref. 48, p. 28 and Ref. 28, p. 879] helicopters provide rather
formidable weapons systems with which to provide fire support of ground
operations. The existence of these systems also might very well help in-
sure air fire support of ground operations during weather conditions that
prohibit fixed-wing air support.

B. Long-Range Aviation (LRA)

Long-Range Aviation (Dal’nyaya aviatsiya) consists of three air com-
ponents, two deployed in European USSR and one in the Soviet Far East.
[Ref. 31, p. 76] The two components based in the western Soviet Union
constitute approximately 75 percent of Long-Range Aviation strength.
[Ref. 65, p. 185] The unit structure, briefly, is based upon divisions, which
are comprised of two to three regiments consisting of three squadrons,
each with about 12 aircraft. [Ref. 16, p. 185]
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2 Perhaps due to the fact that the mission of Long-Range Aviation can
include the use of nuclear weapons, the ranks of command officers tend
to be higher than officers in some of the other elements of Soviet aviation.
For example, in Long-Range Aviation a regiment might be commanded
by a major general rather than a colonel. [Ref. 51, p. 107] The aviation
squadron is commanded by a colonel or lieutenant colonel rather than by
a major as in, say, Frontal Aviation. [Ref. 51, p. 107] The long-range
bomber eclement of Long-Range Aviation is divided into detachments
; commanded by a licutenant colonel or major, rather than the squadrons
1 being subdivided further into flights. [Ref. 51, p. 107]

For the past 10 years Long-Range Aviation bombers have included the
four-engine turboprop Tu-95/BEAR and the four-engine jet M-4/
BISON. [Ref. 7, p. 383] The current strike force has about 100 BEAR
and 40 BISON, about evenly divided between gravity bombers and air-
to-surface missile carriers. [Ref. 7, p. 383] Along with these long-range
bombers, LRA also possesses about 450 Tu-16/BADGER and 170
Tu-22/BLINDER medium-range bombers, as well as 35 BACKFIRE
bombers.* [Ref. 33, p. 8] So as to extend the range of their bomber force,
the Soviets have converted approximately 10 BADGER and 40 BISON
bombers into tankers. [Ref. 34, p. 6] In addition, some of the BEAR
bombers have been configured as reconnaissance and antisubmarine air-
craft. [Ref. 7, p. 384]

The BACKFIRE is the only Soviet bomber currently being produced
and deployed to Long-Range Aviation, although it should be noted that
the Soviets may be in the process of developing a new long-range bomber
to replace their BEAR and BISON, since they have referred to such de-
velopments since 1974. [Ref. 60, p. 79] While the Soviets maintain that
the BACKFIRE is a medium bomber intended for peripheral missions, it
does have the capability for intercontinental missions against the United
States. [Ref. 7, p. 384] Staging from the Arctic on one-way missions re-
covering in friendly or peutral territory, the BACKFIRE is capable of
delivering weapons anywhere in the United States without aerial refuel-
ing. [Ref. 7, p. 385] Staging from Arctic bases and refueled, the BACK-
FIRE could cover virtually all of the United States on two-way, high-
altitude, subsonic missions. [Ref, 7, p. 385] The unrefueled radius would
cover the western United States in an arc generally extending from Los
Angeles to the western tip of Lake Superior. [Ref. 7, p. 385] Carrying
air-to-surface missiles, the BACKFIRE would have somewhat reduced
capabilities, but the potential range of the missiles would produce com-
parable target coverage. [Ref. 7, p. 385] Tanker support would be re-
quired for intercontinental missions involving supersonic dash or extended

* While over 100 BACKF!'RE have been produced [Ref. 72, p. 428], only about
one-third of the force has besn operationally assigned to LRA and one-third to Naval
Aviation. The remaining aircraft are probably being tied up in testing and training.
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low-altitude operations. [Ref. 7, p. 385] With or without a tanker, the
BACKFIRE is a versatile, multipurpose aircraft capable of performing
nuclear strike, conventional attack, antiship, reconnaissance, and elec-
tronic warfare missions. [Ref. 7, p. 385]

Long-Range Aviation has numerous airfields throughout the Soviet
Union from which it can conduct air operations, with many concentrated
in the Arctic region and the Leningrad Military District. [Ref. 31, p. 78]
Should war occur, LRA’s some 800 long- and medium-range bombers
[Ref. 66, p. 229] would function in support of maritime operations, as
well as in more conventional reconnaissance and attack roles. [Ref. 31,
p. 78] The numerous airfields from which Long-Range Aviation could be
employed add significantly to this flexibility.

C. Military Transport Aviation

Military Transport Aviation (V oyenno-transportnaya aviatsiya or VTA)
consists of about 1,500 fixed-wing aircraft [Ref. 34, p. 10] and well over
5,000 helicopters. Many, if not most, of these air machines are, however,
assigned to the various elements of the Soviet armed and security forces.
For example, about 3,800 helicopters have been operationally assigned
to Frontal Aviation. At present V'TA retains operational control over
about 700 fixed-wing transport aircraft, of which approximately 85 per-
cent are An—12BP/CUB [Ref. 7, p. 459], and some 320 helicopters [Ref.
33, p. 10] Operationally, VT A has the capability to lift by fixed-wing air-
craft one complete airborne division or the combat assault elements of
two divisions up to 1,000 miles, and to lift by helicopter 8 to 10 battalion-
size units in tactical assaults. [Ref. 16, p. 51]

Of the approximately 1,500 fixed-wing aircraft in VT A, there are about
700 short-range transport aircraft, about 700 medium-range transports,
and some 100 long-range transports. In general, for the past 15 years the
CUB has been the backbone of V'TA. It is a four-engine, medium-range
turboprop with a maximum lift capability of 20 metric tons. [Ref. 21,
pp. 481-482] The largest fixed-wing transport in VTA is the An-22/
COCK, a long-range aircraft with a maximum payload of 80 metric tons.
[Ref. 7, p. 459] The An-22, which went out of production in 1974, is
the only Soviet aircraft with an outsize lift capacity capable of carrying
the T-62, T-64, and T-72 medium tanks. [Ref. 7, p. 459] Its tire pres-
sure is adjustable in flight or on the ground to suit the airfield surface.
[Ref. 21, pp. 483-484] The newest fixed-wing VTA transport aircraft is
the 11-76/CANDID, a four-engine, long-range turbofan jet with a maxi-
mum payload of 40 metric tons. [Ref. 7, p. 459] The CANDID has been
specifically designed to operate from short, unprepared airstrips. [Ref. 21,
pp. 492-493] This 1974 addition to VTA has full equipment for all-
weather operation by day and night, to include a computer for automatic
flight control and landing approach. [Ref. 21, pp. 492-493]
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Of the over 5,000 helicopters in ¥'TA, reliance is placed in the main
on the Mi-8/HIP. This twin-turbine-powered helicopter has navigation
equipment for all-weather flying by day and night. [Ref. 21, pp. 502-504]
External stores, including large rocket pods, can be carried on an out-
rigger structure on each side of the main cabin. [Ref. 21, pp. 502-504]
The HIP constitutes at least one-third of the VT4 helicopter assets. [Ref.
21, pp. 502-504] For its heavy lift requirements, VT4 has the Mi-6/
HOOK, with a maximum internal payload of over 26,000 pounds. [Ref.
21, pp. 505-506} :

Military Transport Aviation is organized into regiments and smaller in-
dependent units. Most ¥'TA units are deployed in the European USSR.
These units and their aircraft are backed up by a very large reserve to be
found in the Civil Air Fleet (Aeroflot), which is by far the largest civil
air organization in the world. [Ref. 31, p. 82] Although it has been esti-
mated that up to 1,300 nonmilitary aircraft could be mobilized, approxi-
mately 300 could be utilized without any significant disruption of Aero-
flot flight schedules. [Ref. 54, p. 61]

D. Aerofiot

Aeroflot, which is subordinate to the Ministry of Civil Aviation of the
USSR, is responsible for all Soviet civil aviation other than DOSAAF*
flying schools and gliding clubs. [Ref. 1, p. 82] In addition to being the
world’s largest air carrier, Aeroflot runs the civil airfields, navigational
aids, maintenance and training establishments, and about 30 other activi-
ties including agricultural work, survey, newspaper matrix delivery, fish-
ery and ice reconnaissance, and aeromedical services. [Ref. 2, p. 917] The
operational control of Aeroflot activities is exercised by some 29 admin-
istrations, of which 26 cover the Soviet Union on a geographical basis.
Aeroflot administrations, in general, run the entire logistical backup for
its far-ranging operations, to include catering and transit hotels. [Ref. 2,
p. 917]

The Aeroflot air fleet includes over 2,000 planes, excluding several
thousand An-2/COLT aircraft utilized mainly for agriculture. [Ref. 2,
p. 917] While the number of helicopters in service is not known, in 1974
it was officially stated that 600 helicopters of all types were employed in
the Tyumen’ gas and oilfields area alone. [Ref. 2, p. 917] In a general
sense, all of these aircraft in Aeroflot may be regarded simply as a reserve
of the Ministry of Defense. [Ref. 53, p. 46] Should a need ever arise,
Military Transport Aviation (VTA) would undoubtedly call on the con-
siderable resources of Aeroflot in order to supplement its lift and trans-
port capabilities. [Ref. 16, p. 51] An interesting example of this is

* DOSAAF—Voluntary Society for Cooperation with the Army, Air Force, and
Navy. An organization tasked with a pre-military training mission.
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provided by the semiannual utilization of Aeroflot aircraft to rotate person-
nel between the Soviet groups of forces in Europe and the Soviet Union
proper. [Ref. 16, p. 51] The Aeroflot aircraft available to supplement the
military airlift include 1,300 medium- and long-range aircraft which can
provide intertheater support, thereby freeing military aircraft for tactical
missions. [Ref. 7, p. 459] Although limited by its small percentage of rear
_loading cargo planes, Aeroflot could nevertheless increase the military
cargo airlift capability by 25 percent and more than triple the personnel
airlift capability. [Ref. 7, p. 459]

E. National Air Defense Aviation

National Air Defense Aviation (Aviatsiya voysk PVO strany, in the
West simply APV O or sometimes IAPV O for the Russian Istrebitel’naya
aviatsiya PV O) constitutes the most maneuverable and long-range arm of
the air defense forces. [Ref. 22, p. 29] It consists of regiments of fighter-
interceptor aircraft assigned, along with surface-to-air missile troops and
radio technical troops, to 10 air defense districts* throughout the Soviet
Union. [Ref. 30, p. 55] The control centers within the air defense districts
coordinate air- and ground-based means of destroying the air enemy.
These districts and the PVO command are linked with the six air defense
districts of the non-Soviet members of the Warsaw Pact and, almost cer-
tainly, with Soviet Frontal Aviation elements in the groups of Soviet
forces in Eastern Europe. [Ref. 30, p. 55]

The command center at PVO Strany headquarters in Moscow exercises
centralized control over the air defense districts, insuring that resources
are allocated, and reallocated if need be, to guarantee that the necessary
forces are present to counter an air attack on the homeland. As informa-
tion enters the system, it is the centralized command center in Moscow
that would be responsible for insuring that sufficient assets are mobilized
to perform the mission. It is most likely that control centers subordinated
to the respective air defense district headquarters coordinate the detection
and tracking radars, select and commit weapons systems, and manage
localized air battles. Under the supervision of the control centers, inter-
ceptor direction centers guide aircraft to the targets. Although the deci-
sion whether to commit missiles or interceptors in a specific tactical situa-
tion can be made by the control center, long-standing Soviet practice has
been to engage attacking aircraft or aerodynamic missiles at maximum
control range with interceptors, to harass them en route to the target with
a controlled mix of fighters and surface-to-air missiles (SAMs), and to
rely on the missile sites for point defense of the target areas.

* While the Soviets refer to two of these units as air defense districts (Moscow
and Baku) and the other eight as independent PVO (Air Defense) armies, all ten
are for all practical purposes the same and are therefore commonly referred to as
air defense districts by western sources. [Ref. 30, p. 55]
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The National Air Defense Aviation interceptor force consists of about
2,600 aircraft. [Ref. 7, p. 391] Although the overall force level had been
decreasing at a slow but steady rate since 1964, it has very recently been
on the increase. [Ref. 7, p. 391] The aircraft that have been retired were
primarily the older, clear-weather-only fighters, which have been replaced
by more advanced all-weather aircraft. [Ref. 7, p. 391] The force has,
therefore, been transformed into an all-weather one capable of intercept-
ing targets at medium or high altitudes. The Soviets are, however, also
continuing their efforts to improve their low-altitude intercept capabilities.

Although it was not a true look-down, shoot-down system,* the Soviets
first began to correct their low-altitude intercept deficiency through the
introduction into the inventory of the MiG-23S/FLOGGER B, which is
credited with a limited intercept capability at low altitudes. A true down-
ward-looking target search and tracking system has since appeared in the
MiG-25M/FOXBAT E, which, as a result of its new or considerably
modified radar and improved missile seeker heads, apparently has a much
improved capability to attack low-flying aircraft. [Ref. 41, p. 260] How-
ever, even after the MiG-25M is deployed in sufficient numbers, there
still would remain the problem of control. The difficulty that would still
confront the MiG-25M is that of having to locate the area in which to
look for the low-altitude target. A fleet of airborne warning and control
(AWAC) aircraft capable of tracking low-altitude aircraft could be uti-
lized to direct interceptors to counter penetrators, but the current MOSS
early warning and control aircraft is not adequate to the task. [Ref. 62,
p. 6060] While MOSS can under optimum conditions detect low-altitude
targets over water, it has no such capability over land; and lacking a
height-finding radar, it has only limited capabilities for airborne control
and vectoring of interceptors. [Ref. 62, p. 6060] Undoubtedly, the Soviets
are working toward improvements in this area as well.

Since it will take a considerable amount of time to get the MiG-25M
into production and deployed in adequate numbers, the Soviets are up-
grading the Su-15/FLAGON E. The new FLAGON F and the MiG-
25M, like the FLOGGER B, will probably be fitted with a cannon in
addition to their missiles, presumably to provide an additional weapon
that is also less vulnerable to electronic and maneuver countermeasures.
[Ref. 37, p. 611 and Ref. 41, 260] Also part of the effort to upgrade So-
viet air defense is a co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>