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FOREWORD

This research project rapresents fulflliment of a student
requirement for successful completion of Phasc |1l Tralning
of the Nepartment of the Army's Forelgn Arca Officer Program
(Russtan),

Only unclasslfled sources arc used In producing thn rasearch
paper., The oplinlions, value judgmants and conclusions expressed
ore those of the author and In no way reflect official policy
of the Unlted States Government; Department of Defense;
Department of the Army, Offlice of the Assistant Chief of Staff
of Intelliaence; Department of the Army; or the U. S. Army
Russlan Instltute.

Interested rcaders are Invited to send thelr commonts to
the Commander of the Instituta,




SUMMARY

Combat on the modern battlefleld places tremendous demands
upon soldiers of all ranks, services, and responsiblliitlies, HNo+
only must they possess the combat-technical skllls necossary to
cope wlth a w?ll-arme?, equipped, and tralned onueny, but also
they must be »steeled™ psychologically with the courage, seif-
control, and the will to engage the enemy and defeat him
reqgardless of the cost. The process of psycholoqglcal hardenlng
cf the Sovlet soldler Is the theme of this paper, §peclflgally,
the author doescrlibcs the condltionlng nrccess as a"gysfom”'
of tralning and cducational actlvities employed by the Soviet
Army to prepare Its soldliers mentally, morally, and spiritually
for combat.




INTRODUCTIO! ]

Psychcleglical traitning or "conditlonling" of Soviet soldlers
fcor combat Is deflned as: }
seethe formatlon In soldlers of psychologlcal
qualities which make them capable of acting In the 1

dangerous, tense condltlons of confeTporary war and
of executing thelr combat mission,..

Thls concept of preparing soldlers psychologlically for battle
is nelther new nor unlique to the Soviet Army, The tremendous
enmphasls which Is currently belna placed on psycheloglcal
training by the Soviet military lecadership, however, Is unique. i
Thls emphaslis stems from the Soviet view of medern nuclear
warfare, Colonel M, Koroheinlkov suggests that:

Modern warfare maokes speclal domands on the scldier's i
pysche, the character of hls behavior, his emctional

and velitlonal endurance and his personal qualltlies, |
Thls Is because In modern comhat the flghtinc man's

csyche ls subjected to enormous stresses,?

Major-Gencral Korf amphasizes this point:

The use of new complicated equlpment and weapons of
aoreat destructlive force Is Intensifyvinc the Influence
of milltary weapons on the psychclogy of personnel
and Increasing the danger of confuslon and ganlc on 4
a much qgreater scale than In previous wars.-

The baslic poslition on thls subject most often found In
Sovlet milltary publlications Is the view that the Soviet soldier
will be unable to cope psycholcqglcally with the stresses of
modern comhat without flrst undergoina a process of psychologlcal
"steellng" or condlflonlng.4

'Gonoral-Colonel Ae S. Leptov, et al., The Soldler and War,
(Mosccw: MIllitary Publlishing House, 197T), p, T7.

2
Colonel M, Korotelnlkov, "The Soldler and War," Sovliet
Milltary Review, Vol, 2 (February, 1973), p. 28,

3Gonoral-HaJor N. Korf and Colonel A, Razuvaev, "Concerning
Psychologlcal Preparation of Student Offlcers,”" Voennyi Vestnlk,
No. 9 (September, 1972), p. 50,

4Aufhor's note: Another factor which very |likely supports
this view Is the reallzation that the Soviet Army has virtually
no contemporary ccmbat experience.




Rasod unon the percelved need, the Scvizt military has
developed a program of psychological cenditlioning which Is
employed today to creatoe scldlers whko possass the requlislte
battlefield characterlistics, In caoncent, the program Is
uncompllcated yet pervasive, |t Is based on the princlple
that psychological preparation Is not an Independent form of
milltary training. Rather, It Is exetclsed In "all Instruction
and worke.. "’ Generat of the Army Yeplishev stresses this point:

«sstharo should he no sharp boundary between moral and
political education, combat and psychologlcal training.
These elemonts form the Integral process of educating

In the men the lofty moral, political and psychological
qualitlies ensuring the accomplishment of combat missicns
In modern war, They are all closely Interconnected and
Interdependent #nd pursue a common alm ==~ tc¢c produce an
actlive effect on the mind, the [svche, to educate highly

consclous, darino and _resolute florting men distingulishad
by strong wlll=power,

In Marshal Sokolovsky's worde:

sesthe cruclal principle of Instruction Is to teach
the trcoups what they neod for war, and to prepare them
for operations In the comnlex and difflcult environ-
mont of future war, The successful solutlion of this
problem Is possible only throuah strict ohservance

of the principle of the unl;y of military and political
Instructlion and training...

A unltary program Ir which all aspects of training and educaticn
are Integrated and are related is the essence of the psychologlical
condlitionling process., This suggests that the problem might be
viewed as a "system" of activities.

Webster deflnes system as a "set or arrancement of things
so related or connected as to form a unity or oroanlc whole."e

in order to quallfy as a system then, three crlterla must be met:

Colonal A, Bazanov, "Psychaloglcal Tralning of Soldiers,"
Soviet MIlltary Revlew, Vol, 8 (Auqust, 1966), p. 16,

6General of the Army Yeplshev., Ouoted In Cclonel V.
Khobotov, "Psychologlcal Steellng of Soldlers," Soviet Millitary
Review, Vol. 3 (March 1973), p. 46,

7
Marshal V, D, Sokolovsky, Sovliet MIlltary Strategy, 3rd
editlcn, (Moscow: MIlitary PublTshTng House, (06B), p. 310,

8
"System," Webster's New World Dictionary of the Amerlican
Language, College EdIflon (1968, p, 1480,
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l. Existonce as a unit or whols

2. Components

3. An organlc relationship hetwcen components,

Since the conditlioning precess does meet these criterla, It
qualifles as a "system,"

In the discussion that follows, the "system" will form the
framework of analyslis., It wlll provide a more appropriate
vehlcle to convey the sense of slingleness of purpose which thu
Soviets attach tc thelr millitary training program, and
cencurrently, 1+ will emphaslize the dynamics of the psychclogical
tempering process.




THE SYSTEM - AN OVERVIEY

A system performs a functicn, An electrical system, for
example, consists of a network of wires, clrcults, switches,
llghts, outlets, etc., which performs the baslic functlon of
providing a consumaer with electrical enerqgy In a usable form,
The Soviet psychologlcal condltlonlng system performs the haclic
function of developing within Soviet soldiers:

sesmontal qualities which will Increase thelr ability

to execute combat missltons In difficult and danger-

ous sltuations, to endure any nervous and physical

strosses, to display soelf-control and staunchness at

critical moments, to act with courage and Initiative

In cambat, and to use thelr weapons and other combat

equipment with duc efficlency.-

The product resulting from the process Is In short a
rellable, couragecus, declslve soldler who possesses the qualitle
of self-control, Initlative and mental endurance.

Figure | portrays graphically the system In operation and
hew the function Is performod.'0 The corc activity Is ths
process of attltudinal and hehavorlal change and ls represented
by an Irregular clrcular fioure, This indicates that the
process Is dynamlc and consists of many forces constantly In
flux all of which arec acting on and reacting to tiie.othcr forces.
Additlonally, the process of chanae Is takling place at many
qualltative levels within the minds of men of dlverse back-
grounds, capabllilties, Intellloence levels and, of course,
attitudinal and perceptual levels.

The system Is actlivated and subhsequently malntained by the
appllcation of varlous stimull or "inputs" according tc the
Irish=Prothro model (see note #10), These stimull are
representcd by arrows leadlina toward the core. AlJl of these
can be grouped generally Into three categorles:

9Kh0h0+0v. 9-&. clt.

'oThe system dlscussed here Is bhased upon the model developec
by Irish and Prothro In: Marlan D. Irlsh and James W. Prothro,
The Politlics of Amerlican Democracy (Englewocod Cliffs, N.J,:
Prentice Hall, Tnc., 1965), pp. 6=-51.,
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l. ldeolaogical=-polltical

2. Combat-technical

3. Psycholoalcal=-personal,
The responses to the stimull or the "outputs" from the actlvity
of psychlc change are represented by arrows emanating from the
core. These responses are falrly predictable, the Soviets
belleve, and represent soldlers who possess the mental, moral
and splritual preparedness and the requislte personal tralts
to perform effectively on the battlefleld. The deqree to which
scldlers possess these characteristics varles of course In
direct relationshlp to thelr susceptiblillity to the stimull.
The broken Ilne labelled "feedbhack" within the system Is
intended to show that a relatlionship exists hetween the res;cnsc
and the soldler's susceptibility to new stimull, as well.
Theoretically, 1f the system Is opecrating effectively a soldier
will attaln a level of conditloning at which point the activity
hecomes one of maintalning attitude levels and hehavioral
patterns at a prascribed amplituds, This factor would determine
the Intensity with which additional stimull were applied. A
soldler who had not reached the requisite standard of consclous=-
ness could be recycled at the Inltial Intonslty levels of stimull.

A solld Ilne enclrcles the entire systom, |t Is drawn
Irreqularly to suggest that the lImits cf the system are finlte
yet the system operates wlithin an environment consisting of
countless other systems, The foundation of the system consists
of three major supports., These are ldentlfled here as the
physlical environment, the cultural context and the pollitical
context, Physical dlfferences do exlst between men and both
perceptions and concduct vary as functions of these physical
differences. FKEthnlc differences and the effect of the natural
environment on men also Influence the rates and Intensitles of
psyche change. Thus, "culture," or the way a person thinks,
belleves and feels also affects the manner In which the system

functions, The pollitical context, or the manner In whlch

'|C|ydo Kluckhohn, Mirror for Mah: The Priatlonship of
Anthropology to Modern Llfe, (New York: McGraw=HITl Book Co.,-
Ince, 1989), Ps 23,
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power or Influence are sought, exercliced and preserved In the
Sovlet Unlon, tends to act much as a cetalyst would In a

chemical reactlion, l,6., stceds un the reaction without itself
undergclng any permanent change., All threa of these supports

ampl1fy not only the core activity but also the stimull and

reasponses. The old adage "We ars products cf our environment,,."

applles,




THE COMPONENTS OF THE SYSTEM

The three general areas of stimulus-Innut have already
been ldentlfled as:

l. ldeologlcal=pollitical
?. Combat=-technlcal
3. Psychologlcal-personal.

In the area of ldecologlical=-political tralning, It Is
sieniflcant to note that the Soviet leadership lnvests substantial
amounts of state resources In the process of tempering thelr
scldiers In the Sovliet herltage and Instilllng within them the
Communlist ethic, Marshal of the Soviet Unlon, Rodlon Ya.
Mallnovsky, whlle serving as Minlster of Daefense, wrote:

The serviceman's clear awarensss of the justice of

war agalnst the Imperiallst aggressors, and of the
loftiness of hlc alms, his love for and falthfulness
tc hls pecple, and his hatred for the enemy provide

a rellable splritual haslis for a high morale of
troops., ldecloalical motives ensure the actlveness

and purposefulness of all activities of men, NCO's,
cfflcers, generals and admlrals, help them tc overcome

fear In combat and muster the courage to do their dufy.|2

This Is reinforced by the observation that:

seoethe basls of the scldler's psycholoaglcal staunch=-
ness In battle, his readiness to cope with hardships

of Ilfe on the battleflield, a source vf herolsm and

sel f-denlal, Is hls consclous attitude, ldeoloaical
convlctlions, At a declisive moment such a soldier will
display resourcefulness anc resoluteness and find Inner
power., But the man who has not bsen tempered ideolog=-
lcally wlll see dangers everywhere even where there are
none. Unwillingly he bscomes 2 slave of fear and
easlly succumbs to base emotlons,

The hasls of ldeological tempurina Is nolltical education,
This pregram of educatlion:

|2Marshal of tho Soviet Unlon Rodicn Ya. Mallinovsky, "Moral
and Psychologlcal Preparation of Servicemen Under Contemporary
Condlitlons," Kommunist Vooruzhenykh Sil, Vol, 12 (December,
1965), p. 18,

'SBazanov, Op. CiTeys P Vi
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essQulps sarvicemen ldeologlcally, roveals thelr
obllinations towards thelr country and shows that the
service In the Soviact Armed Fcrcoes Is Iko Soviet
citizen's exalted and honoratble dufy."

Furthermore, the Scviets balleve:

.eethe hetter the ldecvloaqlcal conditlonlng of the

servicemen and the more clearly they reallze the Just

purposes and misslons of our Armed Forces and our

country's pollcy In general, the Letter they perform

fh?lr duties, tho qulcker they master combat skll‘g

and the more consclentlous thelr services become,

All Soviet soldlers are required to attend political
classes. Most attend two two-hour classes each week; however,
some naval unlts attend only one three-hour class, Study
groups form the bhasls of instruction and are organltzed accordina
to vears of service. Fach group conslists of anproximately 70 to
25 soldlers. The program of Instruction Is deslgned to
Introduce the serviceman to a cumprehensive proagram of
pollitical knowledge durlng hls perlod of service. The lecture-
seminar method of lInstructlion ls normally used In the classes,
and soldiery are reaulred to read asslaned toplcs and to
proparo themselves to participate In the dlscusslons. An offlcer
"supervlses" the servicemen In thelr prenaration and subseguently
allows each one to present hls views on the subject to the
remainder of the arcup. This concept of "supervisicn" enhances
the serviceman's ability to "analyze" effectively and to draw
the appropriate "concluslons" from the dlscusslon,

ldeologlical training employs a number of other means to
Influence attlitudes and behavlior, Propaganda ls usaed widely,
and the Soviet soldler Is saturated with radlo hroadcasts,
newspapers, lectures, discussion groups, flims, TY programs and
readlng clrcles all of which are deslgned to convay the
approprliate perceptlion of the Soviet role In world affalrs,
recount the glorlous tracitions of the "Great Patriotic War"

MColonal—Gonornl M. Kalashnik, "Folltical Education In the
Soviet Armed Forces," Soviet Military Review, Vol, 10 (October,
'965), p. '4.

15
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and to Insplire the Indlvidual soldlar +¢ sszume hils place In

a greater Communist destiny. The Soviet mllitary Involvament

Iin mecla producticn to accompllish these tasks Is axtenslve,

At lcast 10 military=political and literary magazinas not
countlnc Krasnaya Zvezda and cother dallles published in each
milltary district are published In the Armed Forces. Addition-

ally, the soldlier has access to well over 100 perlodicals which
|6

the Armed Forces subscrite to reqularty.

Propacanda Is also used extensively to glve examples of
courage and herolsm on the hattlefield and tralning ground, A
typlcal technique which Is used In almost all Soviet publlicz”ions
is tc cite a combat example from World War |1, Usually, the
stage Is set agalnst a backdrop of the "unknown." As the
situation develops, the Imponderables mount untll a political
offlcer arrives cn the scene. Under his supervislon or perhaps
as a result of hls cherlsma a junlor offlicer or NCO regalns hls
composure and In business-llke fashion, solves the problem,

Another method employed In lideologlcal temperina Is the
"cultural activity," Such activities Include fleld trips,
celebrations, parades, performances and similar events which
afford the scrviceman the oppartunlty to ldentify with hls
clvillan counterpart and reaffirm his Russlan heritage. More
often than not, thls haritage Is Great Russlan and does not
extend heyond World War |1,

No system of ldeologlcal training could be complete without
a course of study In Leninism, A prooram entltled "Lenin
Studies" Is a viable part of every soldier's life. Colonel-
General Kalashnlk explalns the procram this way:

Soviet people are Interested In everythlng connected
with the name of Lenlin, !n his bcoks and articles,
speeches and reports, letters and talks, hls style

of work and his blography. Lenin Is an example In
evarything the Sovliet soldler does. However, a study
of some of Lenin's phllosophical, economic and polit=-
Ical works requlires a sound croundlina and guldance.
Lenin studles flll thls need.

Ci1018., B V8,
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Usually well-educ=ted offlcers read the toxts of
Lenin's works sclected hy servicemen for studles.
Then they may exchange opinlons and Impresslcns

and clarify the more Aifflcult nroblems, Cometimes
veteran Communists who met Lenin and partlclipated

In the revolutlicn and the Clvil War are Invited to
these talks. Usually Lenin studies end In the
showing of a fllm or a play dealinc with the history
of the Rovolu?lon'9r llstenling to some records of
Lenin's speeches.

Othcer activitlies which are used In the ldeolegical temper-

Ing process are:

|, Questlon and answer evenlings

2. Young men's forums

3. Qulizzes

4, Amateur theaters

5. Cycles of lectures

6« Current pclitics dliscussion qroups

7. Universitles of culture,

The second of the "stimulus-input" groups Is that of
combat-technical training. while It may ho arqued that tho
development of combat and combat-related skills more
appronpriately belongs to another system of actlvity, certain
aspects of this tralining, in fact, stimulate psychological
conditioning and thus are dlscussed hera.

The Soviets bolleve that 1t has bean proven time and acaln
that as a soldier develops proflclency in combat and combat-
related skills, ho galns self-confidence and conflidence In the
tools of his trade. Thls Increased confidunce then enhances
the scldler's ablllity to grasp more complicated skllls,

Another aspect of ccmbat-technlcal tralnina Is the fact
that the backdrop agalnst which combat skills are developed
tends to reinforce btoth ldeoloalcal temperling and character
bulldling. Soviets encourage trainina under condltlons which
simulate actual combat conditions., It Is belleved that the

sounds and stresses assoclatod with the learning of combat skills

B - — /
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are as vital as th. <kllls thamselves In roulding nsychologlcal
endurance.
It has bean noted that:

Nurling tactical exercises...commancders seck to produce

a mcdel of real combat, This Is achleved by

simulating the external pattern (nolse effects,

exploslons, the whistle of bullets, raad blocks, flres,

destruction and 'losses'), Introduclng an 'enemy!'

offering roeal opposition, severe ?hyslcal strain and

risky, even dangerous slituations,!9

Colonel Bazanov has sugqgested that In order to enable the
solcdler to act efficlently on the battlefleld and to act
courageously, the soldlier must be placed In situations which

force him to endure the hardshlps of modern wnr.20

In his view,
at critiques followlng trainling oxerclises:

eeelt Is not enocugh to analyze only the tactical

aspects of the operations. The level of the men's

moral-psychologlical preparedness, the causes of

procrastination, lack of will, and the |lke must also

be ascer?alned.2|

The Sovlets place a great deal of emphasis In thelr combat
tralning on the nature of future war., The view Is ofton times
oexpressed that preclse knowledge of the character and features
of future battles Is vital since "fear and lack of confidence
appear as a rulo, when man Is confronted with the unknown."22
The Soviets helleve that "the difficulties and procedures
Involved In overcoming obstacles are reglstered In the soldler's
memory and accumulate as o vast store of experlience. Thus, In
2 combat gltuation the soldlier will be able to act correctly
by analogy."z3 Frequently, Sovlet offlcers are chlided In the
devolopment of tralning exerciszes "to rule out simplificatlion...
and to create cruclal situations which requlire darling,
Coolness, efflicliency and maximum effort" -- on the part of

thelr froops.z4

'gxhobo7ov, op. cit , p. 47,
2OBazanov, op. clt.

2l p14, _

22Colonol N. Vasllyev;’"Surmoun*lng Fear," Soviet Mtiltary
Review, Vol. 6 (June 1973), p. 55.

23
24

Ibld,

Ibid. 12 2




Another Intcresting technlque emplovad by the Soviet
milltary Is that of developlina the hatlt of expectina the
unexpec*"od.z5 Ccmbat as they see It Is full of surprises and
men must be trainoed to expect surprise situaticns,

A strong casae could probably be made to sugaest that many
of tho factors dlscussed here, l.e,, the "spin-offs" from the
development of combat-technical tralning should be Included In
the third major "stimulus-Input" category -~ psycholoalcal=-
personal, While It Is true that the aspect of comhat skill
davelopment germane to this discusslion Is the enhancdement of
personal tralts, It Is also true that othar traininag and
community Ilvino activitlies enhance the development of these
tralts as well, The declislon to use a third category was taken
primarily to show that the developmant of nerscnal character-
Istics need not be rclated solely nor speclflcally to the
doevelopment of combat skllls, Additlonally, the fact that a
grey area exlsts hetween these major cateqgorlies supports an
earller observation that compcnents of a system inter-relate,

The devalopment of psychologlcal-personal tralts or
character huliding presents the Sovliet military with one of Its
most dlifflicult contempcorary problems. Character iIs developed
early In I1fe and later amplified and modulated ‘across a broad
spectrum of dally actlvities. The task of develcping In the
space of two years |In milltary service quallitles or patterns
whlich are not part of the cultural context and which perhaps
the Individual Is Incapable of accommodating Is monumental, The
Soviet leaders rocognlize thls fact and have developed technlaues
to accommodate thls shortcoming., Dlsclipline, for example, In
the Sovliet Army plays a much areater role than In many Western
armles, The Sovlet Disciplinary Renulations say that a "superlor!
crder Is a law for subordinates., The order must be carried out

without demur, oxactly and on time. The emphaslis on

25Lleu?enanf Colonel N, Severov, "Hablit for the Unfamlllar,"
Soviet MIlltary Reviow, Vol, 7 (July 1973), pp. 28-29,

26MaJor V. Aldarov, "DlIsciplinary Regulations," Sovliet
Military Review, Vol. 7 (July 1973), p. 39.
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disclipline Is understandatlc In a soclety z5 disclpllinary as
Sovlet soclety., i lIsclplinc that Is too ctrict or demanding,
however, tonds to hreak down other cualltlies which are also
requlired In the condltloned soldlier, such as Inltlative, The
Scviets seem willing to accept thls risk at any rate and stress
the princlpla that:

If a soldler has good disclipline and can handle hls
weezpons and equlpment well, he acts with confldence
and bravery. An corder Is a law to such a soldior,
Many poople Justly conslder that the commander's order
removes, as It were, the feslinn of fear and compals
the soldler to think about one thing -~ Its executlon,
The commander's order develops Into a self-order,

What Is demanded by the order Is demanded by the
soldler's sense of duty, patrlotic feellngs, consclence,
will. An order consclously accepted bty the soldier

Is a dependable means at hls disposal to strugale
agalnst timldity and fear,?

Disclpline is not only Imposed by law; It Is also Imposed
upon the soldlier as a moral obllgation to obay, This Is
relnforced by the appllication of tremendous pecr pressures on
the Individual who transagresses. "...the alm of compulslion Is
not to suppress the will of the fightling man, but +5 reeducate

the fransgrossor."28

It must be noted here thot probably In
thls area more than in any other the inter-r2latlonship between
Idecloqlcal tralning and the daevelopment of character tralts
Is most pronounced, FParty and State actlively particlinate In
the enhancement of firm disciplline,

In the process of molding character and discipline the
role of Incentlives must bhe examined. Peer pressure has already
been etluded to, Other technlques are used effectively,as well,
to motlvate the correct response, Awards, decoratlions, bhanners,
diptomas of honor, and pennants of various sorts are presented
regularly to Indlviduals who respond correctly, Additionally:

The commanders and political werkers cf the Soviet
Army Invarliably try to Inform the men about feats
performed by others, about awards an<: commendatlons,
Such moans as bulletins, local radlo statlions and
unit papers serve thls purposo most effectlively,

27
2
2

Bazanov, op. clt.
8Aldarov, or. clt.
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An Intoresting aspoct of charact~r Lulldlna which should
be noted 1s the recant emnhesis placed urnon psycholoclcal 1
testina of Saviet soldlars, #&n article appearina In Kocmmunist

Vooruzhennykh SIl| cdlscusses a hattery of taests alven to

soldlers to measure thelr:

l. Level of tralnahllity

2, Mechanlical aptlitude

3. Deogree of command abllity

4, Methodlical Inclination In protlem solving

5. Emotlional s+nht|lfy.3° J
The Sovliets obviously feel that a solutlion to the problem of
developling character bealns with an attempt at least to measure
the quantity and quallty of the deslired tralts already nresent
In an Indlvidual, &8y Implementino a process of careful i
psychologlcal screening and selecticn the Soviats can Improve
the efflclency of the conditionling syster slanlflicantly, i

Thus far, primary cmphasls has heen placed on ldentiflication
and dlscusslion of the component stimuli In the system., Of equal ]
Importance Is understanding the relationship that exists among
these stimull, The key point is that thase forces do not
functlon In Isolaticn from each other. For ease of analysls
It was convenlient to discuss each area senarately. In practice,
however, all of the areas Inter-relate anc each has meanina oniy
In the context cf the other two areas. For example, a radlo
cperator who has falth In his equlpment might exerclise great
soelf-control when hls eauipment malfunctions because he Is
conflident that he can corrcct the cause of the malfunction,
Simtlarly, a soldlar who has the moral convictlion that. hlis
cause Is Just will display tremendous personal dedlication and
devotion to the successful accompllishment of hls mission, This
cross-relnforcoment and Inteqration is recoanlzed as a vital
part of the system by the Soviot milltary.

Another area where the manifostation of Inter-relatlionshlip
Is ovidencod Is In the areca of leadership. The success or
tallure of a soldler to respond to a stimulus often times Is a

30Colonol F. Kharisov and Lleutenant Colonel |, Bondarenko,
"The Improvement of Psychologlcal Selection,”" Kommunist
Vooruzhenykh SI| (July 1972), pp. 47-48,
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function of the manner In which the stimulus was applled,
In ether vords, the "who" becomes as Imncrtant as the "what,"
The Sovlets plac: a great deal of emphiasls on the role of the
commander In thls area of psycholoclical conditlioning. The
training of cadets, for example, Includes speclal psychological
preparation which:

Envislons and provides for the formatlon of high

emotional stablllty and the preparation of officers

for prolonged neural-physlc presg?ros, which are

charactoristic of modern battle.

Pecause commanders In the Sovlet Army are fully resronsible
for the training, education and combat activity of thelr
personnal and because the troops understand thls, there secems *
tc be greater emphlasls on example than perhaps Is warrantcd, }
"The supcrlor must constantly set his subordinates an example 4
of strict and exact observance of laws, the oath of alleglance,
mitltary regulations, orders, Instructions and norms of )

32
communlist cthics.""

3'Korf and Razuvaev, loc., clt,, p. 48,

32Mdarov, op. clt.
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CONCLUIISIONS

The Sovict military leadershlp rocoanlzes the need for the
psychological conidltlonling of soldlars for combat on the battle-
field cf the future., Thls Is abundantly clear t¢ anyone who has
even cursorlly scanned the wealth of Soviet |lterature concerned
with military affalrs., |In thls regard, It Is reassurina to read:

No matter how much the destructive potentlial of modern

weapons Increases, they cannot conduct warfare on thelr

own or win the armed strugale, |t Is man wlth his

splrlfual and physlcal gofen*lal that constitutes the

declslve force In war.>

Howevaer Important the recognition of the nced, of greater
Iimportance Is the fact that tha Soviets have developed a system
of tralning designed to accommodate the need., The system that
has been developed Is a pervaslive one which encompasses all
nhases of a soldler's training and touches every aspect of hls
dally life. The functlon of the system Is to provide the
soldler with the corraect ldeoloqlical orlentatlion, a taste for
the battle he may be required to flght and those character
tralts whlch not only Increase the soldier's susceptiblility to
other approprlate stimull but also are requlred In themselves
to enable him to ccpe wlth combhat on the modern battiefleld,

It should be noted that the system Is not yet completed.

It Is sti1ll undergoling a process cf evolution. |In this context,
some Interestina rescarch Is helng done In the area of
psychologlical selectinn or the determination of the adaptabllity
potentlal of soldlers to the stresses of ccembat, Thls area,

of course, 1s one whlch offers greatest promlise since careful
screenlng for receptibllity and susceptihllity to stress would
enahble commanders to concentrate cn those soldlers whe possess
the requlisite qualltles for further training or conditlioning,

33Khobofov, op. clt.
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PROPLF!* AREAS

A numbtor of problem areas exist In the Soviat psychological
condltloning systser and should be noted,

le Foremost among the nroblem aroas Is the task of
measurlng success or fallure of the condlitloning system., The
purpose of condlitloning Is, of course, to prepare a suldler
for combat, How can milltary leaders be certain that the
program which they have Implemented Is In fact accomplishing
this task wlthout sendling treccps Into combat?

2. Secondly, In the development of character tralts, what
IImits must be Imposed to ensure pollitical rellabillty and
at the same time provide the soldiar with the Inltlative and
freedom of actlon nceded for warfarec In the future?

3., Thirdly, slince tho development of character normally
spans man's entlre coqnltive-formative perlod, what technlques
exlst whilch will gnable commanders to Instill thc necessary
tralts In thelr troops durina thelr terms of service?

18
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