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i n t r o d u c t i o n

I ) u r i i i g  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  and  a h a l f  y e a r s  the S o v i e t  U n i o n

has  comtmi it te d m u c h  of  i t s  p t o p a g a n d a  heavy  a r t i l l e r y  to the

“ s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  : i o n i S l u ” . C o u n t l e s s  newspaper , m a g a z i n e ,

and journal articles , as well as dozens of full-length

S books have been written , innumer ab le public lec tures de l ive red ,

and several films and at l e a s t  one t e l e v i s i o n  d o c u m e n t a ry 1

produc ed as part of wh at can only be described as a “mass ive ”

p r o p a g a n d a  offensive . Much of the campaign , of course , is

nothing more than Soviet condemnation of actions taken by the

state of Israe l , much as the  S o v i e t  Union a t t a c k s  the p o l i c i e s

of other states , liven limited reading of Sovie t  a n t i — Z i o n i s t

p r o p a g a n d a , howeve r , r e v e a l s  a second , at  once mo re s y s t e m a t i c

and more d i s t u r b i n g  genre  of  p r o p a g a n d a .  The th r u s t  of t h i s

second l i n e  of  a t t a c k  is t h a t  there  e x i s t s  a w o r l d - w i d e

:i o n i s -t  c o n s p i r a c y ,  w h i c h  i s  j o i n e d  in an unho ly  a l l i a n c e

w i t h  “ a l l  the f o r c e s  of r e a c t i o n ” , and which is capable of
S 

~~ h e r e t o f o r e  u n i m a g i n a b l e  t r e a c h e r y  and d e c e i t .

The a i m s  of this r e s e a r c h  pape r  are , t h r o u g h  e x t e n s i v e

reading of Soviet anti-Zionist literature , to identify and ,

whe rever possibl e , analyze , the specific charges being leveled

against Zionism , to determine to what extent Soviet anti-

Z i o n i s m  may be e q u a t e d  w i t h  a n t i - s e m i t i s m , to r e l a t e  and

compare Sovie t  a n t i - Z i o n i s m  to se lected m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of

a n t i - Z i o n i s m , a n t i - s e m i t i s m , and consp i ra torial theories
p

in Russian em igre literature , and to i dentify the techniques

used by the Soviets in their anti - Zionist campaign .
,,~\
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L i m i  tat ions ol t l ine and recou rce s m e a n t  that it was not

poss i i )  Ic  t o read a 1 1 of t he ;Iu t i —Z ion i ct propaganda which h a s

p oured  o f t  o t  the ~ov ict p m ’e s - c s  d u r i n g  the p a s t  e i gh t ye a vs

but the m aj o r  books , i n c  I ud I n .~ t h e  t hi ree works wh i ch are viewed

by the Soviets as “c 1 ass i cc ’’ i n  the ii ci d , (Caution Z ~ Ofl  j sm!1

by Y u r i i  I V a I I O V , : : i c n i s r n : Theo and  I’ ract ice , by a c o l l e c t i v e

of wr i t e i - s unde r the di i- cc t j o l t  o f  a c ad e m i c  ian I . I . M i n t s  , and

$ :ionism in the S ’rv i~~c of Ant  i - C o m r n u n i s~~ by  V.Bo l’ shakov ,

as w e l l  as nume rous r e p r e s e n t  tt i ye  shorter works , were read in

t h e i r  emi t ire tv . In the case of the  three works of fiction , it

W a s  dee m ed good pc i  L V  t o  rea d  t h e  emi t i re t e x t s , i n  spi t t’ ci

t h e  fact th at onl y certain I ) o r t i o n s  we re d i  r e c t l v  re~ e v a n t  to

t h is pape r , so as to put t h e c r i t i c a l  pas sage s in  t h e i r  proper

(1 c o n t e x t .  in  addition to t h e  t h r e e  w o r k s  m e n t i o n e d  above , the

f o l l o w i n g  f u l l  — I e ng  t im wo i-ks We 1~C read in  the i r e n t i r e t y  and

s e r v e  as the  nucleus of  t h i s  p a p e r :  The_ Secre t ~eap onry  of

ion~~jn, 
by S.Kry iov; In thc Name of  t he  F a t h e r  and of the Son,

by  l .Shev tsov;  The Prom ise d La nd , hy Yu.Kolesnikov ; and The

Prince of t his World , by C .Kl im ov. Al l  of the above—mentioned

we rk s we rc used in the i r R uss i an ye  rs ions , and all t ran ; 1 at i oil s

appearing in this pape r , except w h e r e  o t h e r w i s e  i n d i c a t e d ,

are those of the author.

Al though the Sovi et anti — io n i st campai gn ha s been no t iced

by rese a rche rs and iou mim a I I si a in the West , i t i s , w i th few

excep t ions , t reated as a i-e l at i ye I mino r subset of some 1 arge m-

problem. Direct 1~estet -n cove rage of the campai gn usual lv

I
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consists of isolated reviews of individual anti—Zionist works ,

with only occasiona l at tempts at  placing the w o r k s  in any 
S

- : sv stemat Ic t ramework . 1: 01- the  iost p a r t , the  a n t i — Z i o n i s t

campai gn is cited on ly in P ass  in g in w o r k s  on the s o c i o —

political condition of Soviet •Fewry .

Neithe r the campaign itself , nor the speci f ic  charge s , nor the

implications of the conspirator ial approach to the study of

Zionism have been the  s u bj e c t  of much s e r i o u s  s t u d y .  The bes t

work done to date is that of W il l i a m  Korey 2 and the sever al

articles published in the West by Soviet dissident and recent

emi gre Mikh ail Agursky .

This paper is not a t r e a t i s e  on the s t a t u s  of Jews in the

S o v i e t  Union . N e i t h e r is  i t  an apo log i a  f o r  Z i o n i s m , nor an S

a t t e m p t to re f u t e  the  s p e c i f i c  Sov i e t  c h ar g e s .  A number  of

s p e c i f i c  charges  are  e x a m i n e d  mo re c l o s e l y and checked a g a i n s t

W e s t e r n  sources , not so m u c h  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y

per  Se, bu t  r a t h e r  to u n d e r s t a n d  the m e c h a n i c s  of Soviet  prop-

aganda. Available time and resources simply did not permit an

exhau stive system of verifica tion of each and every source or

charge in the Soviet repertoire .
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The ln n n~~~o1 the

The r i-c sent Soy I et  ant i — ion i st campaign was 1 aunched 
S

in late 19F ’ . Whi Ic no in i-mal opening declaration was made

at that time , Sovi et sources i . i  later years have at least

t a c i t l y  accep t ed  that per iod as the date for the start of the

campai gn. In 197~~, for cx.mmp le , F~~Nemov , w r i t i n g  in Mo loday a

Cv a rd iya , w m-o t c o I
. 

ion i sin :

S “During the past five to seven years the Soviet
reader has learned a great deal about this
extremel y dangerous and perfidious enemy of
humanit y .” 4

~~ j e t  
~ 
i-opagand i s t s make e Vt’ r~ a t  tempt to re fute the i (IC a

c u r m - e n t  i i i  t he  W e s t , th at t h e m t i  —: ionist campai gn was a direct

r e a c t i o n  to t h e p r e s t i ge s e t b a c k  su f f e i-ed by the Sov ie t  Un i on

as a r e s u l t  of  the  d i s a s t r o u s  d e f e a t  s u f f e red by i t s  A r a b

c l i e n t  s t a te s  in the  l9t~’ A r a b — I s r a e l i  War. Du m - ing  the  p a s t

few s-ears , So v i e t  s o u r c e s , while admitting that “Marxist

l i t e r a t u r e  began  s t u d y i n g  these  q u e s t i o n s  (o f  Z i o n i s m  —— D.C.)

r e l a t i v e l y r e c en t l y- , ” 5 b l a m e  the  g e n e r a l  p a u c i t y  of s e r i o u s

s t u d y  of the  m a t t e r  on Z i o n i s t  m a c h i n a t i o n s  and popul ar

i g n o r a n c e  o f  the facts. As the Soviets put i t , “ f r o m  t i m e  t o

time , Zi onism drops out of the field of vision of Marxist

cm - iticism ”~ because : 1) Zionists seek to avoid calling

attention to their unsavor y acts; .) :ionist propaganda

has “disoriented” many resca1 chers ; and 3) w o r l d  p u b l i c

op inion , fo i- many years , knew n o t h i n g  of Z i o n i s m ’ s co l lab-

oration with White Guards reactionaries , imperialis ts , amid

t ascists . In addition , claim the Soviets , Zionists have



worked hard to give the world the impression that Zionism ,

as such , is a thing of the long dead past.

The fact of the m atter i - ; ,howeve r ,that the Soviet Union

was greatly- embarr assed by tl.e poor showing made by the Soviet-

trained and equipped Ar ab arnies. It was potentially even more

embarrassing to blame these defeats on the efforts of Israel

alone . It was much mo re pal atable to portray israe l as merel y

a part of a much larger force menacing world peace and progress.

This much large r force , operating in secre t ways , was found S

by the Soviets to be none other than the “ I n te rna t ion al

S :ionist Concern ” . 
S

Other factors were also significant in the timing of

the campai gn. In the wake of its launching the June War ,

Israe l lost its image as the underdog, and among Wes tern

leftists Israel came to be viewed as an aggressor. This

S phenomenon , comp ound ed by Israeli internal political division

be tween so-called “hawks and doves ” , led the Soviet Union to

conclude that the t ime w as r ipe to launch it s offens ive .

Portrayal of Israel as an aggressive , expansionist , imperialist S

state found a receptive audience in many quarters in the West

un til the 1973 Arab-Israe l War. The fact that in 1973 it was

the Arabs who launched the att ack , a long w ith the obvious
S 

, d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by the Israelis during the course of

the war , did much to return te Israe l the image of the em-

ba ttled underdog. Soviet works written prior to late 1973

stress the growing dissatisfac tion in Israel itself , as well

as in the Jewish communities of Europe and America , with

P 
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I
: ~ Ofl  i st ‘‘exploit at i on and wa rmouge ring ’’ , and a growing

v oc al it~- on the part of ‘‘prog l-e ;sive ” forces among world

Jewry. Soviet works w ritten after the 1973 War , on the other

hand , do not paint riear1 ~- as op’ imistic a picture of the

prospects for anti—:io n ism n .

Another phenomenon which must be taken into consideration S

when thinkin g about the timing cf the anti—Zion ist campaign is

the awakening of a sense of eth ni c awareness among Sov ie t Jew s

in the wake of the 1967 War. The growing and eve r more public

expression of a desire to leave the Soviet Union for Israe l

were challen ges which the reg ime could not allow to g~ un-

answe red. Certain aspects of the propaganda assault on Zionis m

can onl y be understood as an attempt to discourage emigration S

to Israel.

The Targets of the Campai gn S

The Soviet anti-Zionist campaign is not directed at a

} particular segment of Soviet societ~’ , but , ra ther , at every

segment individually, as well ac at society as a whole. Anti-

S Zionist articles have appeared in histor y , p o p u l a r  science ,

ideological , literary , cultural , and m i lit ary journals and

newspapers , as wel l  as in speci al ized publications aimed a t
S 

you th. Nor has any geographic area within the Soviet Union S

been neglectdd. In addition to the centralized , na t ionally

distributed press  organ s , reg ional publications have taken

a hand in getting out the word . The audience may change , but

— (5~ —
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t u e m t p e m t o i  re n-mn.ain s ratim& ’r constant , the diffe rences

st  e r mi mm i i m ig I i-omit the i~o I a t  1 \ e  nipha S 
~ 

1 aced on the warn I I I  ~Z ’~ 
S

he m d  I en Cl  . Tu e in i I i t  a V , f o r  cx  amp 1 e , are wa i~nCL l 0

he (L i l t  ~S~C l~ (I S i t C  I I IUt I i t .1 I V  :tgg it’ ss i on c omm i t ted with S

Ante n c  an 5111)1)0 it  , and the mmi i I i t a rv and Soviet youth are -

warned o t Li on i st espionage , I requentlv Ca rried out th rough

the use  o f  :~eem ing iv im imt oc e: t 1~es term i tourists. The military

are further adniomi m shed to hI eve r prepared to ‘‘denounce ’’ any

in t im gues b y i mpc r I a Ii st esi I onage se i-v ices

A re at de a 1 of ;iI l t i — t o n i  s t p ropaganda is di rec tcd at

p~~t en t ~ a I Jew i sit em i gre s . A . s tat ed above , a si gn i f i c a n t  ~ o a I

o 1 the So v let c impa i gn has been to d i  s c o u r a g e  Sos’ jet Jew.

from app ly ing for exit v i s a s  to Isra e l. Here the emphasis is

on the ‘‘ exploit at I ye ’’ econor’ I c and po Ii t i cal system in I s rae I

and on the di s appo i mit me ri t o ca r lie r cmii i gre s from the So V IC t

un ion . l~hen pe rsuas i o n  
~ r ov e  i ne 11cc t i y e  , in t imi dat ion

become s the t a c t i c .

One other si git i ficant lea tnt -c of the propaganda camnpa i gmi

wh ich is worth keeping in mind is the extent of the distri hu tiom i

o t~ the ant i — : i cm i i S t  f i a t  C I ~ i a I in terms o 1 s bee r vol time . iii S

add i t ion to the pub i i cat ion , and in some cases serial i :at ion

ci this m aterial in widel~’ distributed puhl ic atiom ~ thr oughout

the Soviet Union , the full—l ength books devoted to the subject

ire p roduced i n ed I t i ons  o I b et w e e n  SO and .00 thous and cop i e S -

As the Soviets themselves a d m i t , thi s is publishing on a

massive scale. As is to be e~ pec ted , rev lews o f  these maici -

works appear i n  a l l  o1 the m .ii o i - p e i - iodi cal s and serve as
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c it al ysts for long-winded denunci ation sof Zionism. Whereas

the majority’ of the ant i- ioni st articles which appear in

periodicals are done in a pure l y journalistic style , the

full—len gth books are present iSi as works of “s cho la rship” ,

replete w ith footnoted re fereLces to Western periodical

literature . Of the bestern literature which is re ferenced ,

only those portions which are critical of Israel or Zionism

are eve r quoted.

The F o r m a t  of the Major Works 
S

The formats of the fu ll -l~ ngth works on Zionism are S

rather standardized. The approach can be described as “historical

development ” , with some diffe rences with respect to the exact

starting point and the relative emphasis placed on specific

h istorical eras . Two of the major works in the field , Caution:

Zionism and Zionism: Theory and Practice , trace the history

of Zionism from the earliest possible , Old Tes tament , time s ,

while o ther works l imi t themse l ves , by and large , to the nine-

teen th and twen ti e th cen turies. Regardless of wha tever else

may be included , every work must s top to genuflec t befo re the

twin altars of Marx and Lenin. The paucity of appropriate

works by Lenin is overcome by emphasizing the ramifica tions of

Len in ’s dispu tes with the Bund 7 , so as to make Lenin the

pre cursor of the current campai gn. The wo rks generally then

proceed to a discussion of Zionist efforts to win support from

various imperialist powe rs dur ing the nine teenth and earl y

twen tie th cen turies , in order to demonstrate the historical link

- 8 —
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b O t \ ~& e i i  iuzm sm and ~~l 5  t t i - u im p t  i i  : i l  I sin . I it is i s  101 l o w e d  by

I - t.~ ‘. L I  at iOns 0 t cotin t e m — r e  v o l  Ut 1 (‘flu i c  We r k by  i o n  i s  ts  in p i c —

EC 1 .0 1 u t  ion .m rv Ru~5 i a ait ’.! du ring the e a r l s ’  d a y s  of  the Soviet

r e g i m e , which ire m~i~~ n as 1 , r o O ~~s 01 j o I l i s p I ’ s a n t i — s o c i a l i s t

e s se nce .  One of the m o s t  interest i n g  and , to the  a v e r a g e

~e s te rn r eade r , un (xp c ’ct cd s e c t i  ~xi s of  the  S o v i e t  a n t i — Z i o n i s t

a r g u m e n t  i s  t h e  l i n k i n g  o f  : i o n i s m  and N a L i s m / f a s c i s m  w h i c h

h a s  become a ma i n s t  iv of  t h e  c u t  l e n t  c a m p a i g n . L v e r v  m a j o r  w o r k

on Z i o n i s m  i n c l u d e s  an “ e xpose ” S~’ 1 t h e  o r - g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e

of  t h e international io n ist concern , ~-. i t h g r e a t  emp h a s i s  b e i n g

~ l iced  on i o n  i s t a c t  i v  it v in t li- ~ tin i t e d  St  a t e s  and on Jet-. i sh—

A m e - i i c a n  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s . No w o r k  w o u l d  he com p l e t e  w i t h o u t

a denunciation of actions taken b y t he s t a t e  of I s r a e l  and of

the Israeli domestic economic an d political situation. As the

W e s t  has  t u r n e d  more  o f  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  to the  p r o b l e m s  of S o v i e t

J e w r v  in p a r t i c u l a r  and  d i s s i d e n t s  in  g e n e r a l , the Sov ie t

p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e  has  increased its efforts to link dissident

a c t i v i t y  and W e s t e r n  p r o t e s t s  of S o v i e t  s u p p r e s s i o n  of d i s s e n t

to  Z i o n i s t  s p o n s o r e d  a n t i - s o v i e t i s m .  J u s t  as some Amer i cans  saw

a C o m m u n i s t  b e h i n d  eve ry s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n , so the  S o v i e t

I p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e  sees a Zionist behind every overt man ifestation

of d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  l i f e  in  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s .

As f o r  n e w s p a p e r  anti j o u r n a l  articles , they frequently

beg in w i t h  a j o u r n a l i s t i c  accoun ! c i  an Israeli militar y operation

against a civilian target (e.g. a lalestinian refugee camp ,

Beirut airport , or a c i v i l  a i r l i n e r ) . T h i s  i n c i de nt  is then

used as a p l a t f o rm f r o m  w h i c h  to  l aunch  in to  a c r i t i que  of the 
S

— 1) —
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Z io n i s t  i d e o l o g y and those who subscribe to it. Journal

ax - e of c o u r s e  w r i t t e n  on a mo re f o r m a l  l eve l  t han

a re  eve n long  n ewspape r  a r t i c l e s , and , as was m e n t i o n e d

abov e , make  nume rous  1-e f e r e n c ’s to W e s t e r n  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

One n o t a b l e  a s pec t  of t h e  works  of n o n - fi c t i o n  which

c o m p r i s e  the  b u l k  of  the  a n t i - Z i o n i s t  campaign is the sur-
S p r i s i n g  n u m b e r  of e r r o r s  t h a t  are  m ade . Soviet  p r i n t e d  m a t t e r

has  long had  a reputation for meticulous proofreading. This

appears  not  to be the  case w i t h  the a n t i - Z i o n ist  m a t e r i a l ,

howeve r .  Not  o n l y  are  the  t i t l e s  of W e s t e r n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  frequently

m issp e l l e d , hu t t h or e  are evem i instances in which the wrong dates

are r e p e a t e d l y  g iven fo r  W e s t e r n  a r t i c l e s  wh ich  are essenti~’i

to the Sovie t  a r g u m e n t .  At l e a s t  one source c o n s t a n t l y  re f e r s

to Hannah A r e n d t  as H annah A r a e n t °, and Von M i l d e n s t e i n  is

rende red as Von M i n d e l s t e i n . 9 In addition to the matters of

simple spelling , one finds such factual errors as the locating

of Bergen-Belsen in occupied Ilolland ,~ ° and the statement that

“B’nai B’rith was founded on the principle of the Masonic lodge

on the eve of the war (presum ahly World War II) by Zionist anti-

Communis t groups i n the tj . s .~
H Soviet encyclopedias , i t  should

be no ted , list the date of B’ n ai B’ rith’ s founding as 1843 ,

five years prior to the writing of The Communist Manifesto.

Ano ther serious error committed in connection with the anti-

Zionist cam pai gn and which m nnv be a t t r i b u t e d  to overzea lous-

ness on the part of the propagandists is an expose of Czech

Foreign Min is ter Hajek , wh ich appeared in Izves tiya shor tly

after the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. The Izvestiya

- 10 -
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a r t  i c It ’ , iii s t i p p o s  i m ig that IIaj uk was  of J e w i s h  o r i g i n  and

had changed  h i s  mmamt ’ f~ omm x K a r p e  I es , had confused him w it h

a n o t h e r  i l a j e k .  Wor st of a l l  , ti is e n -or was exposed by t h e

Aus t ri an Comm tmun i s ~ Pa i-t v f l C w s p ;  pr r . One poss i bit’ expi anat i on

for the 1 a rge numuhe r of e r r o r s  i s  t h a t  the  a n t i  — Z i o n i s t  
S

material is being rushed i n t o  p r i n t  unde r policy guidelines

S w h i c h  s t r e s s  volum e o v e r  qu a l  i t -  c o n t r o l

The Spec i t  i c Ch a i ~~es

The spec u i  c charges I eve I led a g a i n s t  Z i o n i  sni a re  the

c v i  deu ce  (11)011 wh i cit t he Soy j e t  s hope to  con v i nce the  r e a d e r

t h a t  : 1)  i o n i s r n  has alwa y s be.-u an im p i acable ideolog ical

t o e  of S o c i a l i s m ;  2 )  Z i o n E s m u  is at b a s e  a r a c i a l  s u p r e m a c y

theory ; 3) Z i o n i s m  w i l l  go to any  l e n g t h s  to achieve  i t s  g o a l s ;

4) Zionism is imperialistic by nature ; and 5) Zionism h a s a c t i v e l y

sought and now seeks to unde rmine the Soviet Union and other

soc i a l i s t  s t a t e s .
S 

I t  i s  the  p r e s e n t  S o v i e t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s t o r y  t h a t
S 

Zionism and Socia l ismn have he e m m c o n s t a n t  e n e m i e s , and t h a t

t 
:ioni snm is in f a c t  a r e a c t i o n  on the  p a r t  of the Jewish bou rgeoisie

I t o  t h e  ‘‘ p r o m m x u s e ” of S o c i a l i s m .  l h a t  i s  to say t h at , whereas

so cm ; ,l j sm p o s t u l a t e s  that a n t i — s e m i t i s m  and m n a nj f e s t a t i o n s  of

e~~t r e m n e  n a t i o n a l i s m  are the r e s u l t  of the p r e v a i l i n g  economic

s vs tern and that a l l  that i s r e q u i r e d  in o r d e r  to  pu t  the Jews

()mt an equal footing with the rest of society is the abolition of

(~ ipm ta l i s m  and the establish ment of Socialism , Zion is m , according

to t he  S o v i e t  a r g u m e n t , p o s t u l a t e s  both eternal anti—semitism ,

regardless of economic system , and the “specialness ” of the Jews.

— Ii  — L
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Thus tim e rt’ appe.i s a fund aum m em i t a I di ffe m-encc cit t he i s  silt ’  S

of “ass i mms i (at ion ’’ ye  r - sus  “ S e p s i  r a t  ism ” .

‘‘Marx i s s t cad  fas t I v ma m t  a in  that ass  j ut ii at i on
is a p rog u -c ss i y e  p h en o m e n on  , and , fo r- the so I i tt  io n
Of the ‘Jew i slu t~tm e st i o f l ’ , t h e  o n l y  f e a s i b l e  ,posi  —

S 
t i ((S pro spect . ‘‘ 13

Acco rd ing i V , sepa rat i sm i es~ out i a 1 to the Jewi sh bourgeoisie .

t he  c l a s s  enem nv o f  the .iew i s i i  w or king masses , in orde r to

- 

S m a t  u t  a in its con t ro I ey e  r and  e X J ) I o i t  at  io n o f t he m a s s e s  . The

a s s u m p t i o n  is made , t imough nev er dt’ tended , t h a t  a l l  Jews ,

except for the hourgo i sit ’, s eek  t o t a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n t o  t h e

dont i n an  t c it I t im re . i cmi i smn rep i ’  sem i t s a sp i t - i tua 1 ghetto i at i cmi

S des igned to lead I ci the sit m-e~ t f e nit of phi’s i cal ghe t to i za t i o n

It is nO accident , then , t h a t  :~ i O m l i S m 1 1  aro se  d u t - i n g  a p e r i o d

ut w h i c h  r i g i d  phys ical gh e t t e i ~~at ion was  b r e a k i n g  down , and

in  w h i c h  g i - o w i n g  numbers of Jewish workers were joining non—

J e w i s h  workers in  the s t rimgg I e of Soc i a I i  snt . I n  suppo i~t 0 I th i s

a r g u m e n t  , co r respondence be t w e e m t  lie i-t I and P1 eve , 1 ~ and

be tween  lie r t  I and the Ge i-man gove i-nmen t i s  ci  ted in  w h i c h

lie r t  :1 so i i  cit s R u s s  i an and Ge rman s u p p o r t  fo r  Z j o l t  i sm on the

has i s t h at  Z ion m sm w m 1 1 keep Jew i sh wo rk e  r -; out of  the Soc t a I t st

m o v e m e n t s .  Thus  run s the Soi- j e t  I i  tie .

I t  is on t h i s  i s s u e  c f  “ a s s i m i l a t i o n ” v e r s u s  “ s e p a r a t i s m ”

that e X t t ’ n s  i v e  use i s  m m tad e o I len i n ’ s d i  s p t m t c s  w i t h  t iw B im nd

l , e m i i n  is p o r t  i-avetl as a st r-ugg I c  F 101- I) m o t  he rhoo d  amnon g a t  I

Peoples and an opponent of  p r o p o s a l s by o rgani z a t  ions like the

Hund for the estab lishment o f  ‘~e p a n a t e  ,Jewi~~i schools and even

o I s e p a r a t e  Jew I sh reg i om ta I soy  i et  ~ . Len in i s q u o t e d  as I abe I i ng

m o u t  i sm  a s  “false am i d re act ion - rv ut essence ” because o f it s

-— 1 —,



c l a i m n  t h a t  all Jew s , r e g a r d l es s  of  t h e i r  p l a c e  of  r e s i d e n c e ,

have mo re in common with each S )ther than with the non-Jews

among whom they live . Lenin d u ied the existence of a Jewish

“na t ion ” , and viewed ant i- semi t ism and Zionism as two sides S

of  the same c o i n .  I t  is  i n t e x - e - ; t i n g  to note  in th i s  context

that”Jewish” is considered a nationality for Soviet internal

S p asspor t purpo ses , and there is a Jewish Autonomous Oblast ’

in the S o v i e t  Far E a s t .  Presumabl y, then , i t  is pos s ib l e  fo r

a”J ew ” in L a t v i a  to have mo re in  common w i t h  a “Jew ” in

Georg ia than he does with tile L a t V i a f l  who lives next door. Nor

do S o v i e t  s o u r c e s  m a k e  any  i-c Ic ience to Soviet programs of the

1~)2O’ s which soug ht to assist Soviet Jews in the preservation

of the i r autonomous ex ist ence. In addressing the congress of

the Society for Agricultural Settlement of the Jewish Working

Masses in 1926 Mikhai l Ka lini n , “President” of the Sovie t

Union , had this to say:

“ . . . t h i s  d e s i r e  to keep one ’s identity has developed
among the  J e w i s h  m a s s e s .  The s t r u g g l e  for  t he i r
national identity anti for agricultural settlement
is one of the most effective methods to safeguard 

~the autonomous existence of Jews as a naticnal ity .”

The current Soviet position is that there are more diffe rences

(language , cul ture , physical features) than similarities among

the world’ s Jews , and that Zionist claims that there is some

overriding, u n i f y ing relationship are groundless and founded

upon a racist ntysti quc . Tile 1117 5 Un i ted Nations resolution

equating Zionism with racism is taken as substantiation of the

Sov i e t charge .

— 13 —
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Unlike Socialism., which proc laims the un i ty of all

Mankind , the announced goal of Zi onism i s racial exc lus iv it y.  S

The Soviets have bi-anded the z ionist idea of gathering all the

wor ld ’ s Jews into one community as the Jewish equivalent o f the

Volk-Deutsche movement of the 1930’s. The phrase “the chosen

people ” is repe atedly referred to as the embodiment of a Jewish

racial superior ity theory , as illustrated by this excerp t from

Shev tov ’s novel In the Nam e of the Father and of the Son ,in which

a World War II fa ther at the fron t wri tes to his infant son :

“Don ’t allow a new Hitler. He may exchange the
swas t ik a for some o ther emb lem and he will say that
his n a t i o n  i s  chosen  by God to rule ove r the wor ld ,
that his people is the most talented and worthy .” 16

Indeed , any statemen t refl ec t ing Jewi sh e thnic pride over the

number of Jews who have made significant con tribution to science

or the ar ts is described as being akin to Nazi s tatemen ts on the

innate super iori ty of the No rd i c type . Even specula t ion tha t

the Jews may have been the ob jec t of mor e persecu tion than any

g other group i s suspec t :

“I t is our conviction , that to maintain that any
given nation , people , or national group has ‘suffe red
mor e than anyone e l se in the world during the enti re
his tory of  mankind’ is to consciousl y assume a
racis t position.. .“ 17

Sovie t sources make extensive references to the on-going

deba tes in Israe l ove r the problem of de fining who is a Jew .

i: Wes tern accounts of Israeli obstacles placed in the way of inter-

fai th marriage , pronouncements by various righ t-wing Israeli

spokesmen on the need to preserve Jewish racial “pur i ty”,

complaints by “African ” Jews of second-class citizenship in Israe l ,

forced reloca t ions of indigenou s Arab populatior~~, and descrip t ions

— 14 —
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of the  p o w e r  of  i - a b b i n i c a l  c o u r t s  are all cited as examples

of the r a c i s t  e s s e n c e  of Z i o n i s m .. The r ecen t  r e v e l a t i o n s  t h a t

an israe li gov e rnment o f f i c ial had d r a f t e d  a pl an for the

preservation of a Jewish majo :it y in Israel through the limiting

of Arab birth rates and restriction on the areas in which Arabs

may live 18 have not yet found their way into Soviet writings ,

bu t will no doub t prove to he a propaganda gold mine . The
S 

willingness of Isr aeli schoolchildren to deal harshly with

Arab populatiorts on Isu -aeli -contro lled te rri tory , as demon st ra ted

in the studies by Tamarin 19 , is another favorite Soviet example.
S 

The Soviet attitude to present-day Israel is best summed up by

the  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t :

The state of Israe l , arisin g out of a feeling o f
sympathy towards the Jews --victims of fascist
terr or , itself rapidl y became an arena of racis t
actions akin to those e f  f a s c i s m .  20

I t  is in the  c o n t e x t  of e q u a t i n g  Z i o n i s m  w i t h  racism that

every attemp t is made to extend the equation so as to equate

Zionism with Nazism/fascism. This line of attack yields the

Soviets a great psychological benefit , for it jux taposes

Zionism and Hitler , the villa i n of the Soviet World War II

pr opaganda. As a result of this continuous World War II

propa ganda , tile Soviet populace has not forgotten the War ,

and s tands re ady to f i ght the “fascist” enemy . A vast amoun t

of  e f f o r t  has gone illto this endeavo r and the neriod 1Q~ fl- 1Q~ c

is one on which the Sovietsconcentrate . 
S

Before proce eding to a discussion of these charges , it

would be worth be a ring in mind tha t the Sovie ts (and many

— 1 ~ — 
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people ill the West) have no working knowled ge of the diffe rence

between Nazi sm and f ascism. i he Sovie ts use the terms inter-

S changeab ly, but mo re oft ,n ut- c the terni fascism , even in such

nonsens ic al phras es as “Ge rm~i n fascism ”. It has been speculated

in some quarters that the Soviet prefe rence for the term

“fascism ” ref lec ts an ideolog ical discomfort when using the

term “National Socialism ” , bu t this latt er term is used enough

in Sovie t writings that this theory seems rather unlikely. A

more likely explanation is that the usage represents a deliberate

att emp t to blur the dis t inc t ions. By doing so , the Sovie ts

are able to conjure in the reader ’s m ind images of Jews being

ca rted of f  to gas chambers wh enever Mussolini , Franco , et. al .

are mentioned. Thus is Naum Goldman ’s 1934 meeting with

Mus solini to reque st his suppo rt for the convening of a Wor ld

Zionis t Congress made to look like a pact with Hitler , wi th

the Devi l himse l f .  The fac t of the ma tter is that there were

sub s tantial di f fe rences , esp eci ally as regards racial theory ,

be tween f asc i sm , an Italian phenomenon , and Nazism , a German
21phenomenon .

The essence of the Soviet charge against Zionism in t h i s

regard is tha t Zioni sm willingly ,  even gladly, used the Naz i

rac ial po l icy to fur ther immiera tion in to Palestine , that

Zionis t leaders didn ’t care about the fate of individual Jews

and in fact collaborated with the Nazis in selecting which

Jews wou]d be sen t to Palestine , and , consequen t ly, which Jews

wou ld be lef t to die in Ge rmany , and that Zionist and Nazi

racial theories we re two sides of the same coin and served

- 16 —
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S t o  fo r- ge a b on d of m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and a g r e e m e n t .  To

the a v e r a g e  W e s t e r n  reader  t h e s e  c h a r ges are so drastic as

to be dismissed almost ou t  if hand , bu t that would he a

mistake , fo m- the chai-ges are not groundless , though the

i n d i v i d u a l  f a c t s  are s u b j e c t  to w i d e l y d i f f e r i n g  in te r -

p r e t a t i o n s .

Ex tensive use i s  made of a handful of Western sources to S

document the c l a i m  that the  i o n i s t s  g l e e f u l l y  g r ee t ed  the

assumption of powe r by Adolf Hitler and overt man ifestations

of a n t i - s e m i t i s m , i n a s m u c h  as they  m i g h t  serve as a c a t a l y s t

to  i n c r e a s e d  e m i g r a t i o n  to  ~a l e s t i n e . Host  p rominen t  in the

a r s e n a l  of  l i e s t e r n  s o u r c e s  u sed  b y the  Sovie t s  is an a r t i c l e

which appeared in the  W e s t  Ge rman news weekl y Der Spiegel in
‘5)

Decembe r 1966.” The article , part of a series on the SS , quo tes

f r ont pro-Zionist German-baseo Jewish publications , such as

Berlin ’s JUdische Rundschau , which took an “I told you so”

attitude towards tile official acts of anti-semitism and steadily

maintained tha t Jews should emi g ra te to Pales t ine because

they did not bel ong in Ge rman socie ty.

Direct Zionist-Nazi collaboration centers on the issue

of Jewish emigration to Palestine from Germany, and Sovie t

sources repeatedly charge that the Jewish Agency for Palestine

exploited the situation in Germany for its own benefit. The

charge is made that the Jewish Agency maintained an office

(the Palestine Office) in Nazi Berlin for the coordination of the

se lec t ion process for prospe ct ive settle rs , and that that

off ice , under the directorshi p of Levi Eshkol , opera ted a

series of “reeduca t ion c amp s” in Ge rmany  in which young Jew s

-- S



w ere trained for later work on agricultural kibbutzim. Checking

t h e  Sov i e t  v e r s i o n  of these events , as to l d in such works as

ionism in the S er v i c e  of  An~ i- Communism , against the orig inal

v e r s i o n  in I)e r Sp i e g e l  reve i s  t h a t  the  Soviet  ve r s ion  is t r ue

to the orig inal in all essential detail s , including the quotations

f r o m  Leopold  von M i l d e n s t e i n , an SS U n t e r s t u r m f U h r e r  w o r k i n g

in Section 11 - 1 1 2 , who handl ed the N a z i  p rogram of encourag ing

Jew i sh em i gi -ation from Ge rmany. Further corroboration of part

of the Sov i e t charge s can he found in Lucy Dawidowicz ’s The War

Ag~ainst the Jews, 1933-1945. Dawidowicz cites a 1935 directive S

from iley drich to Bavaria n police offices:

The a c t i v i t y  of Z i o n i s t - o r i e n t e d  you th  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
which are engaged in the occupational restructuring
of the Jew s for ag r i cul ture and manual t rades prior
to their emi gration to Palestine lies i.n the inter-
ests of the National Socialist state ’s leadership.

(1 
As for selec tivity practiced by the Zionist organizations with

respec t to German .Jewry , agai n from Dawidowi cz:

Emi gra tion to Pa les t ine too was t ightly controlled.
Not onl y did the Br iti sh limi t the number of cer tif-
ica tes , but the Zi onist moveme nt itself se t up rig id
standards for prospective immigrants.The Eighteenth
Zion ist Congress , in 1933 , es tablished , wi thin the
Jewish Agency for Palestine , a Central Bureau for
the Settlement of German Jews , which , to begin w it h,
excluded anti-Zionists as applicants for certificates.
Young people in good heal th, wi th some training for
agr icultural work or manual trades , and persons with
capi tal we re the preferred candidates for aliya, in a
proce ss whe re the needs and interests of Palestine
took precedence ove r the strategy of rescue . System-
at ic t ra in i ng and c are ful selec t ion of candida tes
remained the chief characteristics of the mi gra t ion
until 1938. Indeed the ZVfD (Zionist Federation of
German - -  D.G.) opposed a plan of illegal migration ‘4to Pales tine , approving it only after Kristallnacht.

I’
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It is the s i t u a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in the last part of this Citation S

f i -om D a w i d o w i c z  which is totall y ignored by Soviet represen- S

t a t i o n s  of  t h e  p e r i o d .  The imp~ e s s ion  is l e f t  upon the Sov ie t  S

reade r that the pre-1938 attitude of the Jewish Agency remained

through 1945. This is one exam i-le (others will follow) of a S

standard Soviet propaganda technique : presenting a position

h e l d  d u r i n g  a g iven  p e r i o d  as t h a t  w h i c h  was  held dur ing  anothe r

period.

Another charge is that the intelligence arm of the Zionist

movement collaborated extensively with Nazi intelligence agents S

i n  the Middle East.

T r a f f i c k i n g  in  the sympathy towards the Jews , who S

had become victim to the notorious Nazis in German y ,
the Zionis ts pene t rate d into the s tate and economic

I apparata of the countries of the anti-Hitler coalition S

and of the neutral states , collec ted informa t ion and
relayed it to Ge rman Intel li gence . 2 5

It is also charged that Zionist paramilitary groups such as the

liagana and the I rguml had direct dealings with , and suppor t f rom S

Nazi intelligence headquarters in Berlin. The only aspect of

these charges which is in any way supported by the article in

Der Spiegel is that Feive l Polkes , a Hagana commande r , accuscd

by Sovie t sources  of be in g “the chief of the fascist rezidentura

in Pales t ine and Sy r ia” ,26 me t with Adolf Eichmann in Berlin

on 26 February 1937 and invited Eichmann to come to Palestine

that Fall. Eichmann did go to Palestine in September-October

1937 , under the guise of a staff member of the Berliner Tageblatt ,

spen t two day s there , proceeded to Cairo where he met the Grand

Muf ti of Jerusalem , hu t w as b a r r e d  by the British from returning

S to Palestine which w a s  then en ftm lfed by Arab rio t ing. This v isi t
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b Lichmann to Palestine serves as a key element in lurij

Ko lesnikov ’s nove l , The Promised Land. In this nove l , an

attemp t to use w o r k s  of fiction in the anti-Zionist campai gn , S

it is proposed that E i c h m an n  ~ as in fact a Zionist agent who

had joined the 55 on the  orde r of a Z i o n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as a

deepcover agen t and had then come to believe in the Nazi cause.

The Zionis ts , according to t n i s  nove l , sought to use Eichmann as

a direct line of comm unica tion— ~ to the German gove rnment. Germany

was to provide weapons to the liagana , and the Hagana would in

turn use the weap ons aga ir~st the Bri tish. The novel also repeats

the notion that Eichm ann spoke Yiddish. Other Soviet writers ,

s u ch as Bol’ shakov , claim that Eichmann spoke both Yiddish and S

Hebrew . These my ths have , of course , been disproven . Eichmann

had , in the course of his work on the Jewish Question , picked 
S

up a few words of Yiddish and Hebrew and had had contact with 
S

Jews in his home town of Linz , bu t his formal request for

off ic ia l  funds to st udy Hebrew wi th a rabbi was denied. As for
S 

t he  idea t h a t  E i c h m a n n  was a Z i o n i s t  agent , the impetus for  th i s  S

seemingly outrageous theory is probably the fac t that Eichmann

spoke so much about the need to have all the Jews emigrate out

of Ge rm any to Pa le s t ine , that even members of his own family

considered him a Zionist for some time . 27

Naz i attempts during the final phase of World War II to

trade the relea3e of sonic Jews~ no tably those from Hungary ,

for money and equipment are used by the Soviets both to illustrate

Zion ist-Nazi collaboration and to demonstrate the anti-Soviet

attitude of the Zionist leaders . The idea that the Zionists

— 2 )  —

-~~~~~~~~~~~--



- —--— -5— ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - - -S~-5~S ~~-S55~- S S S ~~~~~~~~~

- S - -

were even w i l l i n g  to conside r giving the Ge rmans 10 ,000 trucks S

to he used e x c l u s i v e l y  on the E a s t e r n  F r o n t  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  S

the Hungarian Je~..s evokes o u t r a g e  from all Soviet sources

and is taken as p r o o f  p o . i t i \ ~ that Zionism seeks the destruction

of  the Sov iet Union. it is curious to note he re that Soviet S

sources g i v e  c r e d i t  f o r  the  vctoin g of the proposal to Churchill , a

rare tribute to a man who is generall y deni gr ated in Sovie t S

literature . A second charge in relation to the bargaining over

t he  H u n g a r i a n  Jews i s  t h a t  Z i o n i s t  l e a d e rs , t h rough  R u d o l f  K a s t n e r , S

s o u g h t  to w i n  r e l e a s e  f o r  a l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  of Jews who were  of

use to  the  Z i o n i s t  m o v e m en t  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  main-

taining orde r (suppression of resistance) in the concentration 5

camps  and d u r i n g  ti le d e p o r t a t i o n  process. According to the

Soviet v e r s i o n  of the  s t o r y , K a s t n e r  moved to I s rae l a f t e r  the

War and became active in tile r u l i n g  Israeli Labour Party , hut

returned to NUrnherg to testi l y on behalf of Kurt Beche r , who

had served as Itimm ier ’s agent in the bargaining over the Hungarian

Jews. Kastner ’s testimony was decisive in Becher ’s case , mu ch

to the chagrin of the Allied prosecutors , bu t pub l ici ty ar i s in g

from the case b r o u g h t  f o r t h  persons who accused Kastner of

c o m p l i c i t y  in N a z i  war crimes. According to Soviet interp retation ,

Kastne r represented a threat t o  the Zionist leadershi p for whom

he had been working, and , in order to avoid further embarrass-

ric at , the I s r a e l i  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c e  a s s a s s i n a t e d  h i m .  As f u r t h e r

evidence of this conspirac y to maintain silence around the Zionist

role in the extermination of I~uropean Jewrv , Soviet sources claim

that Swedish Count Bernadotte was assassinated by Zionist

terrorists because he had been involved in the negotiations over

— . 1  —
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t h e  rd e a s e  of  1w r op e an  J e w s  rnd w a s  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  to  t h a t

c o n s p i r a c y  o f  s i l e n c e .  The So. jet desire to porti-ay the actions

ion i sin as conspi rato ri al  n n a t u r e  is c l e a r l y v i s i b l e  in
H 

this a t t e m p t to I i n k  t w o  ~
.. i d e l v  s e p a r a t e d  e v e n t s .

As ~ :ui be seen from several of the charges discussed above ,

there is an underlyin g theme that the Zionist leadership didn ’t S

give a thought to the fate of individual Jews , but sough t to

exploit the s i t u a t i o n  to their own maximum advantage . In

addition to the charge , mentioned above , that the Jewish Agency

was hig hl y selective i n  its policy on admission into Palestine , S

S i t  is also ch~. rgeJ th a t i o n i ~~t s  did every thing in their powe r

to  p r e v e n t  f l e e i n g  Jtn~s from going anywhere other than Palestine ,

and that ionis t pre csures kept the United States from opening

- 

w ide its doors to Jewish re fugees. In addition , the Sovie ts

are quick to point out , “after 1939 England blocked Jewish

immigration only into the countries of the Middle East. She

did not bar the way for their entry into her othe r possessions.”

Ihere are a number of his toricall y verifiable examples of Zionist

o rganiza t ions attemp t ing to make Palest ine the sole des t inat ion

of Jew ish refugees. Even today , in the case of the Soviet Jews

who are coming out , the Jewish Agency , alarme d at the number of

Sovie t Jews who , upon arrival in Vienna , opt for immigration

S into the United States rather than Israel , has made several
C

attempts to limit the re fugees ’ abili ty to make such a choice . Bu t

in the Soviet accounts , the v io lent incidents , such as those

involv ing the destruction of two refugee-laden vessels , the

Patria and the Struma are presented not as extreme examples

— 22 —
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of i o n i s t  d i s r e g a r d  for the fat e ol the re fugees , b u t  as t y p i c a l

Z i o n i s t  a c t i o n s , as the rule r a t h e r  than as the exception . “Zionists 
S

c o l d — hi  ooded i - s - c o n d e m n e d  t he ir i i  g r a n t s  to d e a t h , i f  t he  i r p 1 an s

fell th roug h fur one reason or mu the r ” , w r i t e s  Bol ‘ s h ak o v  of

t h e  Z i o n i s t s ’ a t t i t u d e , I t  i s  t c r e a t e  t h i s  imp ress ion  t h a t  in

t h e  P i - o m i s e d _ La nd , the on 1~
- ye f i r g e e  s h i p  to f i g u r e  in the n o v e l

i s  de l  i h e r a  t e l  v hi o~ n up by the Z ion is t unde r g r o u n d  w i t h  many of

t h e p a -~ sen g e  r~ S t  i i  I aboard , an 1 the entire episode is treated

a t o t i l  lv f l o F T ’ l a l  o c c u r r e n c e  hv  t h e  : i on i st s  in the nove l .

I : x t e n ~~i v e  u ’~u i s  m a d e  o t  c r i t i c i s u s  of  tile J e w i s h  A g e n c y  by

I s rae ii i ou rn a 11 t s a n d p-~ i i  t i c . i 1 f i g u r e s  WhO feel that the

.\.~dncv c o u l d  h a e e  d u n e  mu i -  t h ;n i t  d i d  to  s a v e  E u r o p e a n  . l e w r v

if s a v i n g  1 i v & - s , rather than building a Z i o f l j 5 t  s t a t e , had been

the primar y obje c tiv e . Letters to arid articles from such Israeli

pub l i c at  i o ii- ~ a-~ lie rut and Y’la ’ ariv are quoted on the 
S

.

Jewish Agency ’ s f a r 1 u r ~ to use its broad cast f a c i l i t i e s  to w a r n

E u r o p e a n  J e w s  of  t h e  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  camps , to push  f o r  e m ig r a t i o n

of Jews fro m Europe to an y w h e r e , r a t h e r -  t h a n  j u s t  to P a l e s t i n e ,

or  to s u p p o rt  the  b o y c o t t  of Ge rman goods conduc ted  by A m e r i c a n

J e w s .

In a d d i t i o n , s e v e r a l  wo r ks , i n c l u d i n g  “ W i l d  Wo rmwood” by

T:ezar ’ Solodar ’ , claim that members of a Zionist organization

called “Fakel” opera ted in wartime Poland as agents provocateurs ,

i n f i l t r a t i n g  l e g i t i m a t e  r e s i s t a n c e  movements  and s e l l i ng  them out  
S

to the Gestapo . In support of this accusation , Swedish General
Karl von Ho rn , Ch ief of Staff of the United Nations peace-keeping

forces in Jerusalem from 1958 to 1963 , is quoted to the effect

- -
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I
t h a t  the c ur r e n t  I s r a e l i  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has a l a r g e

base o f experience on whi ch t oper ate because of the number

of P o l i s h  Z i o n i s t s  now in T s r ~ el who , during World War II , co- S

opera ted  w i t h  the Gestapo , an ’ w i t h  N a z i  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and

counterintelligence organizations. 31 Condemnations of Zionist

w a r t i m e  ac t ions  a lso  come s f r om  Sovie t  Jews :

The t r a g e d y of Bab i Yar  w i l l  foreve r r e m a i n  th P  S
embod imen t  not  onl y of the cann iba l i sm of the S

H i t l e r i t e s , bu t  of the indelible disgrace of
t he i r  accomp l i ces  and f o l l o w e r s  —- the Zionis ts. 32

S Hannah Arend t ’ s book , E i c hmann in Jerusalem, as well

~ as selected testimony from the Nurnberg Tribunals , are used

in every  m a j o r  Sovie t  work  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the N a z i  pe r iod .  There

are also nume rous re ferences to material from the State Archives

in Potsdam and to a “Catalogue of Files and Microfilms of the

German Foreign Ar chives , 1920-1945” , published by the Hoove r

Institute in 1963. Interestingly enough , although the latter

publication is referr ed to frequen tly in foo tnotes , these

re ferences are to the who le ca talogue ra ther than to individual

documen ts wi thin that ca talogue , thus making verification an

ext remely  d i f f i c u l t  t a sk .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y , time and resources

did not permit any attemp t at this type of verification .

Before leaving the question of the relationship between

Zionism and Nazism , it should be pointed out that the theme

of Z i o n i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a n t i - s e m i t i s m  is not l imi t ed  to

discussions of the 1930’ s and 1 940’s. In every his torical

S period , so the theory goes , Zionis ts have encouraged man i-

festations of anti-semitism as a mean s of increasing immigration

into Palestine. Soviet sources often quote from a statement

— 24 —
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whi ch t h ey ,  ( a c c o r d i n g  to some sour-ce s  , 
33 er r ~~ eous 1y )  a t t r i b u t e

to B e n — G u r i o n , on the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of ’ d r e s s i n g  young  Jew s  i n

N a z i  u n i f o r m s  and having them h e a t  upJews in orde r to f i - i g h t e n  them S

S 

into going to Pales tine . Even p o s t w a r  d e se c r a t i o n s  of J e w i s h  S

cemetaries and s y n a gog ue s  a i- e  a t t r i b u t e d  to Z i o n i s t  pro-

v o c a t i o n s .

i sm

Anothe r- ma or thrust of t h e  S o v i e t  a n t i — Z i o n i s t  c a m p a i g n

i s  the attemp t to link Zionism to impe r-iali sm. There are two

S a s p e c t s  to t h i s  p a r t  of the campaign . The first is designed

to demons t rate t h a t  Z i 0111 Sm has throug hout its histor

w i l l i ng l y a l l i e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r  E u r o p e a n  c o l o n i a l

powe r-s and did thei r- bidding i n  a c t i n g  counter to the anti-

S coloniali st aspiration of the peoples of the Third World. The

second aspect  is  d e s i g n e d  to d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  Z i o n i s t s , havin g

e s t a b l i s h e d  the s t a t e  of I s r a e l , now pu t - sue  t h e i r  OW fl hi-and

of i m p e r i a l i s m  and have global designs.

D u r i n g  the  n i n e t e e n t h  and ea rl s- twentieth centuries :ii~nist

l e a d e r s  such as lie i- t 1 and We i :man act i v o l  y soug h t  t he  s t i pp o r t

S of  v a r i o u s  E u r o p e a n  ~owc i’ in t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to e s t a b l i s h  a ~J e wish

national homeland. With few exceptions ,al l of the areas in which

such  a homeland  m i g h t  he e s t a b l i s h e d  we re unde r the direct

S 
- c o n t r o l  of one or another of t h e  g r e a t  co lonial powers. I t  w a s

on lv natural , then , th at l oll i st leaders would turn to these

powers in search of  land. I t  should a l s o  be noted that , inasmuch

as .Jews we re scat to red t i n r-oug hout Eu r o p e  , groups o f Z ion i st

S J e w s  in  e a c h  c o u n t r y  t r i e d  t o  ~~i n t av or f r o m  t h e i r  own respective

S — -- - ) —



gove rnment for’ the Zionist idea. This , howeve r , is no t the Soviet

in terpretation . The Soviets see in this series of appeals to

various colonial powers an unprincipled willingness to serve the

imperial interests of any impe ri a l power. Soviet sources cite

letters from Zionist leaders to various imperialist statesman

and intra-govern m enta l memorand i in which the usefulness to the

i m p e r i a l  powe r conce rned of e s t . i b l i s h i n g  a large Jewish settle-

men t  in p a r t  of i t s  c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  is appra i sed .  E s p e c i a l l y

as r e g a r d s  n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  the B r i t i s h  ove r the c rea t ion  of a

Jewish home land in Palestine , all advocates of the proposal

stressed the strateg ic-de fense ~alue to Britain of having a

loyal Jewish-European outpost ia the area of the Suez Canal ,

rather than a potentially volatile Arab population. Thus , in 1840 ,

when the B r i t i s h  we re l o o k i n g  f o r  a base  of support  w i t h i n  the

Ot toman  Emp i re , i t  was  a rgued  t h a t , i f  the French  had the C a t h o l i c

communi t ies , and the Russians had the Orthodox communities , why

:;houldn ’t the British have a sizable Jewish commun i ty?

Likewise , Isr ael i diplomatic and commercia l successes in

sub-Saharan Africa in the period late 1950’s-early 1960’s is viewed

by the Soviets as a neoco lonialist penetration of recently liberated

countries in order to preserve the influence of the departed

colonial reg ime s and to cut Israel in on a slice of the

im p eriali st pie. It is in the context of sabotag ing the econom ic

development of Egypt , a developing nation , that the Israeli bombings ,

k idn app ings , and murders o f Ge rm an scien tists in Egyp t d u r i n g

the early 1960’s is I)Ortrayed. The reader is neve r told that

m any of the scientists in question we re former Nazi rocket
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desi gners who were working on the development of high-explosive

surface- to-surface rockets for Egypt , or that among the specialists

hired for the Egyp tian project i~ere people such as Hans Eis ele

who had conduc ted human guine a ri g experiments at Buchenwald.
34

It is an essential tenet ot Soviet anti-Zionist propaganda

tha t Zionism is by na ture a usurpatory ideology . Therefore , the

Sovie ts feel compelled to discredit any and all Zionist claims to

territory in Pal est ine , and to demons trate Zionism ’s expansionis t 
S

desires. The anci ent Israelites , for example , are described as

a r apac ious  horde , no t  u n l i k e  the Mongols , who poured out of

Ar abia to destroy the existing cities and culture of Palestine ,

and then imposed a “Jewish yoke” on the region .35 In totally

denying Zionis t c l aim s to an histor ica l desire on the par t of the
S Jewish people in the diaspora to return to Palestine , some Sovie t

works , mos t no tabl y Zi oni sm: Theory and Pr ac t ice and Cau t ion:

Zionism! ,attemp t to prove that in every period of Jewish diasporan

his tory , beginnin g with tile Baby lonian Captivity , the ove rwhelmin g
- majority of Jews have sought to st rike roots in new areas and

have sys tema t ically re fused appea ls to re turn to Pa les tine .

According ly, i t is only the twentieth century machinations of

Zionis t circles which have succeeded in luring Jews back to Palestine ,

in a gre at many case s , to the utter disappointment of those so

lured. The fact that in sp ite of extensive Zionist propaganda the

vast majority of Eastern European Jews who emi gra ted at the turn

of the century chose to go to America , or South Africa , ra ther

than to Palestine , the relatively small number of immigrants to

Pal estine/Israel from countries such as tile United States or

— 2~ —
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Canada , the relative ly large number of immigrants who later

re turn to their original home land or to the United States , and

the fact that some eight percen t of the Israeli population lives

outside of Israel are placed in evidence for the Soviet

contention that most of the world’ s Jew s do not view Pales tine

as their national home l and . Statements such as that made by an

1885 congress of Am eric~,iJew isin organizations that the United

S States was Zion for American Jews 36 are used in suppor t of the

argument that it is only Z i o n i ~~m w h i c h  has worked against  f u l l

S 
assimilation in the l)iaspora .

S 

For this (full assimilation -- D.G.) there was
S every pos sibi lit~’ in the U .S.A. --in this gigantic

melting pot of nations , peop les and national
minor ities. But so as not to allow the Jews to
melt into this pot , the big Jewish bourgeoisie

S in the U. S .A crea ted its own ‘Establishment’
which pursues a Zionist line. - 37

Usurpation is a constant theme in Soviet treatments of the

period of Zionis t settlement of 1~alestine , and , of course , in

treatments of the 1956 , 1967 , and 1973 Middle East wars . Much 
S

is made of the fact that early Zi onis t se tt lers purchased land

from absentee land owners , a practice which resul ted in the

uproo ting of the fellahin who had been farming and living on

the land . In a number of cases , Zionis t settlers also made cash

settlements with the uprooted families , but rather than attack

these se ttlemen ts as insufficient or s imp ly incapable of com-

pensating for tile psycholog ical blow of losing the land , the

Soviets choose to omit any mention of attempts to offer some

compensa tion , no matter how insufficient. In works such as

8 —
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The Prom ised Land eve ry land transfe r is accompanied by an

armed seizure of the area and the forced deportation at gun-

poin t of the inhabitants. He re again is the Soviet technique

of presen ting the extreme as the ordinary . In the case of

the Middle East wars , Sovie t propaganda sees in them the

implementation of expansionist desires. Every extremist S

S Zionist statement imaginable is brought forth to convince the 
-

Soviet reader that each of these wars is a step in the

S Zionis t program of crea ting a “Greater Israel” , “from the Nile

to the Euphrates ”, on the basis of biblical description of the

boundaries of ancient Israel. General Dayan is quoted on the

firs t anniversary of the 1967 Arab-Israeli War a~ outlining
S the territorial gains made by Israel during the three Arab-

Israeli wars , and as promising even tual expansion beyond the

Jordan River , in to Lebanon and into central Syria. Unfor-

tunately, there is no spec ific source given which would allow

verification .
*

The International Zionist Concern

As s tated above , it is the Sovie t con tention that Zionism

is the creation of the Jewish bourgeoisie. Now , ove r one

hundred years after the institutionalization of Zionism , that

Jewish bourgeoisie , according to Sovie t theory has coalesced

into the International Zionist Concern or Corporation , as the

Sovie ts call it. This”concern” is the energy source behind

mode rn-day Zionism , and , as such , is headquar tered in bo th

Israe l and the United States~ Sovie t works on Zionism are

fond of producing endless lis tings of Wall Street firms with

- 29 -
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Jewish or par tly Jewish ownersh ip, accoun tings of the large 
S

corpora t ions , especi al l y de fense con trac tors , which those firms S

“con trol” , as well as statements on the contributions to Zionis t

organizations made by these Wall Street Jews . These Soviet 
S

works also stress the blood and marriage relationships among

the weal thy families who contro l these firms . And , as one migh t

S 
expect s a Rothschild is to be found under eve ry bed. Even the

S leaders of the state of Israe l are decribed as “junior partners ”

in the immense  concern . The reader  is l e f t  by the l i s t s  of Jewish -

owned or Zionist-dominated newspapers and magazines , financ ial

S corporations , and industrial firms , wi th the impression that

Ame ric a , inde ed , the entire West , is run by a handful of Jewish

plu tocrats for the benefit of Zionism. Those segments of Western

S finance , indus try, and the mass medi a which are not described as

being dire c t ly cont rolled by Zion i s ts a re described as being

controlled by person s who are c l osely a llied wi th the Zionis ts.

Thus , the Rockefellers , Fire stones , Whi tneys , Harriman ’s,

Mo rgans , and Duponts , as we ll as the owners of the Washing ton

Post, Time-Life ,and U. S.News and World Repor t are classif ied

as arden t suppo rters of Zi oni s m . And yet , these s ame Sov ie t

sources frequently cite reports in these very publications

in support of their negative portrayal of conditions in Israel , or

Israeli military actions. In a conscious attemp t to blur the

i s s u e , no d i s t i n c t i o n  is made between the various types of

“con trol” : ownersh ip, inves tmen t , membership on the board of

S d i rec tors , employm en t by ,  or cooperation with .
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The influenc e of this Zionist and pro-Zionist economic

power on the “agg ressive ” fore ign policies of Western countries S

is a popular theme . Nor are the effects of this influence seen

as being limited to the Middle last.

Ei senhowe r- ,... Kennedy and especially L. Johnson...
that is , a l l  those who we re actively supported by
Wall Street and Zionist Capital , were responsibl e S

for the escalation of 11.5. aggression in Vietnam .
Military contractors , con t ro l led by Zionis t Capi tal 

S

(not by Wall Street in gcneral--l).G.), reaped
colossal Profi ts at the expense of the gigantic
mili tary machine of the U.S.A., which opera ted in
Indoch~ ’-.a on the blood and suffering of both the
Vie tnamese and American people. 38

Soviet propaganda vi gorously pursued this notion that all of tile

peoples of the world , i n c lu ~~i n g  those of the West , a re made

to suffe r pr iv at ion and even dea th because their countries ’

pol i cies , both foreign and domestic , are determined by a handful

of Jewish/Zionist and pro-Zionist p lu tocrats who have at heart

the best interests not of those countries and peoples , hut of

Interna t iona l Zionism.

Whose in terests will these bankers and industrialists
from the American branch of the Meyers or Baruchs ,
Dreyfuses or Loebs de fend? First of all they are
loyal to profi ts , to superp r o f i ts , to international
Z i o n i s m , and , a c c o r d i n g l y ,  to only one state——to

S Israel... 39

Not -  does the perfidy and treachery of these plutocrats know any

limit.

The financier s-moneylenders subsidized not only
that state on whose territory their bank is located ,
hu t also those countries against whom their “fa ther-
land” is in a state of war... the wealthy Jewish
bourgeoisie , t radi ti ona lly de aling in usury ,-- is no t
the exception , hut rather the confirmation of that
rule. 40

The influence of Zi onist circles on tJ.S. forei gn policy is
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often illustrated in Soviet sources by reference to U.S.

recogni t ion of the newl y created state of Israel in 1948.
-

‘ In several wo rks , Pres ident Truman ’s memo i rs are quo ted to

demons tra te the formi dable pre s sures brought to bear upon

the White House by Zionists , a t t ime s amounting to outright

poli ti cal blackm ail . Truman , in his memoirs , expresses grave

concern ove r the se unpre ceden te d pressures. Soviet works express
S dismay that , h a v i n g fe lt these concerns , “Truman none theless

recognized ‘the existence of the Jewish state ’ li terally minu tes

af ter its declar ati on”4~ on 1 4 May 1948 , and claim that the

unp receden ted speed o f Truman ’s ac t ion did no t allow the Whi te

House to fo rwarn the IJ. S. Unit ed Nat ions delega t ion and emb arr asse d S

the State Department. Reading Truman ’s memoirs reveals that the

Sovie t quoting of them is accurate in so far as Truman ’s dis-

pleasure wi th the tac t ics of some o f the Zionis t leaders is

concerned but that Truman ’ s commenta ry on the recogni t ion p ro-

cess is ignored by the Sovier writers. Here is what Truman had

S 
to say about that matter:

Now tha t the ~ew s wer e ready to proclaim the State
of Israe l , howeve r , I d ec ided  to move at once and
give American recognition to the new nation . I
ins truc ted a membe r o f my staff  to communica te my
decision to the St ate Depar tment and prepare it for
transmission to Ambassador Austin at the U.N. in
New York . Abou t 30 minutes later , exac tly 11 minutes
after Israe l had been proclaime d a state , Charli e Ross ,
my press secre tary , handed the press the announcement
of the de facto recognition by the U.S. of the provision-
al gove rnmen t of Is rae l

I was told that to some of the career men of the
State Depar tmen t this announcemen t c ame as a surpris e .
I t should not have if these men had faithfully supported
my policy. 42

- — 32 —

-~~~~~~ 
S ——--——S -



— 

-

~~~~

The w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  of the 1 948 r e c o g n i t i o n  of I s r ae l i s

i: touchy one for tile Soviets , and t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  are  as s i g n i f i c a n t

fo r wha t the~- don ’t say as for what they do say . The United

States extended de facto recognition to the new state of israel

a l m o s t  as i t  was h : i n g  d e c l a r - e d .  Dc j u r e  r e c o g n i t i o n , however - ,

did not come until Januar -v 31 , 1949 , six days after the first

S democra t ic lsr -ae li elect ior rs. What was the Soviet Union doing S

during this period? On May 1~~, 1 9 48 the Soviet Union became the

first nation to extend de jure recognition to Israel. Soviet

works on Zionism assiduousl y avoid mentioning Soviet recognition

of I s r a e l , h u t , c u r i o u s l y enough , t hey  emp h a s i z e  t h a t  on 1 1 June

19t~’ the Soviet Union broke off diplomatic relations with the

stat e of Israel in pro tes t of Isr ae l’ s attack on her  Arab n e i g h-

bors . Nor do contemporary Soviet sources make any reference to

the fact that Stalin , in his anti-semitic paranoia , seve re d

d ip lomatic relations with Israe l in 1953 , just befo re his death ,

and that relations we re reestablished in July 1953 by the post-

~t~~1j nj s t  leadership as part of the new leadership ’s attempts

to put Soviet policy back on a rational course. The rabid anti-

Zionist campaign conducted by S t a l i n  in  h i s  w a n i n g  days i~ in
I

many ways similar to the current campaign and is a frightful

example of where such campai gns can le ad. Many prominen t Sov i e t

Jews were execu ted or i mpri soned , including Molotov ’s wi fe ,

and the re is evidence that Stal in .p lanned to ship all the Jews

S 

to the Far East after the “uncoverii~~” of the “Doctor ’s Plot ” .

The more the Sovi ets wr it e abou t  the ev i ls of Zionism and
- 

state categorica ll~- that they have always known about the horrid

n a t u r e  of : ion ism and h ave consi stent lv fought against it in til e

name of h i g h m i n d e d  S o c i a l i s t  i d e a l s , the  mo re d i f f i c u l t  i t

IL - — — 
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becomes for them to explain the period of the formation of the

state of Israel. Current works exp lain that the 1947 Arab positi on

was  unrealistic in demanding an exclusively Arab gove rnment , in as-

much as Palestine was alread y a conglomeration of two autonomous

parts , one Ar ab , the other Jewish. Thus , the Soviet Union demanded

the independence of Palestine from Britain and :

“the creation in Palestine of a biunial Arab-Jewish
state . In the event that such a solution to the prob-
lem should prove to be impossible , then the rights of
the two n a t i o n a l i t i e s  of  the country we re to be pro- S
tected by means of the partition of Palestine into
two independent states. 44

The Soviet reade r is left to wonde r why the Soviet Union , the

i mp l acab le  foe of  Z i o n i s m , should have agreed to the creation of

S a Jewish state in Palestine , the goal of International Zionism.

Today ’s “line” is that immediately after declaring itself a state ,

Israe l set out to seize Arab villages and fill the territory with

re fugee immigran ts rushed in from Europe. Even a casual reading

of the Soviet press during the 1948 Middle East war , Howeve r,

reveals that the Soviet Union lambasted the Arab governments for

their aggression against Israel. The re is , in fac t , no convenien t ,

bel ievable exp lanation w h i c h  could reconcile the Soviet ’s behavio r

( in 1948 wi th today ’s Soviet propaganda. Fortunately for the Soviets ,

the Soviet public does not have access to Soviet press accounts

and statements of that period.

I t is not just in the area of foreign policy that the Soviets

see an evil influence on America from Zionist organizations .Anti-

Communis t purges of the AFL and ClO are blamed on the work of

ILGWU (International Ladies ’ Garment Workers ’ Union~ leade r

— 3-1 —
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Dub insky in the one case , and Arthur Goldberg in the other.

Decommuniza t ion , according to the Soviet interp retation , was

designed to pull the teeth out of the American workers ’ move-

men t. Anti-Communism is also supposed to be the connecting

link be tween American Zionism and the Mafia. The presence in the

American unde rworld of persons such as Lansky , who sought and

was denied sanctuary i n I s r a e l , and Siegelbaum (Biigsy Siegel)

is produced as evidence for thi s charge . This last charge

is normally simp ly thrown in as an “ex tra” , wi thout much , if

any , elaboration .

One aspec t of the presen t camp a ign which is reminisc ent o f nine-

teenth century anti-semitism is the attemp t , wherever the

oppo rtunity arises to link Zionism with Freemasonry . Some Soviet S

works , for example , descr ibe  B’ nai B’ rith as “the interna t iona l

association of Jewish Masonic lod ges ” ; an organiza tion which

“demands from Its members absolute submission and unconditional

S maintenance of secr ecy ” ,46 and which has secre t signs and pass-

words which al low members to recognize one another. Othe r Zionist

organiza tions are described as “half Masonic ”47 (what.ver that

may mean) . I t should be remembered that not only was the linking S

(
of Jews and Freemasons prevalent during the nineteenth century ,

bu t that Adol f Eichmann got his start in the Nazi bureaucracy

as the resident expert on Freemasonry , only la ter coming to the
S 

conclusion that the Freemasons were some sort of Jewish sect.

Catholic and Orthodox churches have opposed Freemasonry for

S cen turies , propaga ting all types of myths about it , and thereby

—
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S u n w i t t i n g l y p r e p a r i n g  the g round  fo r  campaigns  by t o t a l i t a r i a n
• regimes to eradicate it. Thus , describin g Zionis t organi -ations

as Masonic ones can be expec ted to cause a given segment of the

population of any East European country to transfe r its

dis trust and even hatred of tine Freemasons to the Zionists.

As explained earl ie r , every major Soviet work on Ziorism

has a l e n g t h y  section ,n the “Inte rnat ional Zionis t Concern ” , and

included in that section is a vitriolic attack on Nazi-hunter

- 
Simon Wiesenthal and his Jewish Documentation Center ,4 8 as an

impo r tan t ope rati ve of this “Concern” . The charges agains t

W iesenthal fall into two categories: 1) that he collaborated

w i h  the Nazis in order to save his own life ; and 2) that since

the war he has acted as a Zionist and CIA operative while

continuing to associate with forme r Nazis. As evidence for the

f i rs t char ge , Sovie t sources refer to a couple of works by

Po lish authors , claiming to have te s t imony from people who

knew him during the war .  Accordin g to these wi tnesses , W ies en-

thai ’s miraculous e scapes fr om death we re not the resul t of luck ,

but of his usefulness to German Intelligence as a spy . The

charges covering hi s post-War activity are the most surprising

to the Wes tern reade r , however.
p

In the cabinets and safes of this (Documentation--D.C.)
‘center ’ , thousands of dossiers are kept on persons
in whom , in one way or ano ther , Israeli Intelligence
and the CIA are interested.”
“The CIA and the Viennr “Cen ter ’ work in close con tact .
Simon W iesenthal , the director of the ‘Documen ta t ion
Cen ter ’ , is especiall y ac tive in collaboration with
the Jewish Department of the CIA_ithe Jewish Section ’
(the Russian text g ives a transl itera tion of the
English). 49

In connection with this supposed “Jewish Section” of the CIA ,
a Pol ish book , In the Webs of Sim on Wiesenthai ,cjted in some
Soviet work s , add s :

i
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The “Documentation Center ” takes part in the fulfill-
ment 01 these  t a s k 4  ( o f  the supposed Jewish  S e c t i o n - -
D. C .). The “Documen tation Center”, hiding behind a
mask of n e u t r a l i t y , i s  not , howeve r , squeamish about
coopera ting with forme r Hitlerite agents and Jewish
affairs ‘expe rts ’ from the police apparatus of Nazi
Ge rmany .

-~ The W es tern reader is ou t raged at the charac ter iza tion of

Wiesenthal’s file s on Nazi war criminals and the failure to

S men tion his role in the tracing and eventual arrest of a number

S of these fugit ive cr imina ls. It is clear from Wiesen thal ’ s S

b i o g r a p h y that he has neve r gotten along with the Soviets.

In  the wake  of the 1939 p a r t i t i o n  of Po land , he found h i m s e l f

in Soviet hands and saw his stepfather taken away by the

NKVD . In the late 1950’s Wies enthal go t into an argument wi th the

Austrian Communist Party when that Party tried to take the

credi t for Wiesen thal’ s having t racked down the man who had

arrested Anne Frank . Ove r the years a number of Communist

officials in East Ge rmany have been unmasked as former Nazis

wi th Wi esen thals ’s ass i s tance , causing some embarrassmen t to

Mosc ow and Pankow.  Sti ll , it is hard to explain the viciousness

of the Sovie t att acks on W iesen thal , although the Soviet charge

that he has been interrogating Jewish emigres coming through
S 

Vienna may lie at the root of the Soviet attack .

In all of these Soviet attacks on the “Interna t iona l Z i o n i s t

• Concern ” the Soviets have two conditions which work in their

favor. In the first place , the averageSoviet reader has virtually

no access to outside info rmation on the role of Jews or Jewish!

Zionis t organizations in the West. Secondl y ,  in eve ry Wes tern

country Jews are quite visible in eve ry face t of economic , S

cu l tura l , and intellectual life . It mus t be admi tted tha t Jews

w i e l d  i n f luence  out  of all  p r o p o r t i o n  with their numbers. Inasmuch

as Jews are apt to take great pride in this situation and may
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even take it as a sign of their intellectual or cultural

superiori ty , i t is not altogether surprising that others see

-
~~ some thing mor e s i n i s te r  at  w o r k . This  natural dis trus t of the

concen tra tion of we alth, know l edge or powe r in the hands of

- 
the members of a group which one is not allowed to join has S

been successfu lly exploi ted by any number of political move-

ments. There is no reason to expect Soviet Communism to reject

this populis t demogo guery .

Zionism as an Underminer of Socialis t States

S 

Whil e all of the charges against Zionism heretofore

discussed are por trayea by Soviet propaganda as extremely grave ,

by far the most dangerous aspect of Zionism is its role as a

subverter of the World Socialist Order. It is a curious

I aspect of the current Soviet anti-Zionist campaign that , while

conducting this admittedly “mass ive” propaganda offensive , the

Soviets contend that it is they who are unde r a propaganda attack

of unprecedented proportions , and that the attack is not limi ted

to propaganda. The Soviets claim that in 1970 Golda Meir pro-

claimed a “total offensive” against the Soviet Union . Constant

references to this supposed statement by Prime Minister Meir

would seem to imply that the current anti-Zionist campaign is

mean t to be unders tood as the Soviet Union ’s defensive response

to Ziofli5t attack . In that case one must ask how it is that

the present Sovie t campaign beg an in 1 967 , three years prior

to Meir ’s statement. The Soviets would no doub t respond by

pointing to other of their wr i tings in which they main tain
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-
~ that the attack by the Zionists began much earlier , and that

this is me rely the latest engagement in a long war between

-~ Zionism and Soc ia lis m.

The Soviet thesis is t h a t  .it every step of the long road of

Socialist deve l opment in Pussia , and then in Eastern Europe ,

S 
Zionists have sought to block p i-o gress , and , whereve r poss ible ,

roll back the Socialist tide . Beg inning wi th the earlies t days

of the Socialist strugg le in Ru’;sia , Soviet wo rks on Zionism

cite case after case in which Jewish surnamed (and therefore

Zionis t) persons served as info rmants and provocateurs for the

S 
tsarist police apparatus. As has  a l r e a d y  been men t ioned ,

Len in ’s dispu tes with the Bund are presented as the classic

S example of the mutually antagonistic viewpoints of Zionism and

Socialism. All of the glory in these disputes goes to Lenin , of

cour se , and no mention is eve r made of the leading roles

played by Mar tov and Tr otsk y in the early disputes between the

mains tream of the Russian Social Democratic Party and the Bund.
S 

• In 1903 , Martov ,one of the earl y advoca tes of the forma tion of the

Bund (1895), and Tro tsky led the attack of the Iskra men on

Bundis t propos als for the fo rmati on of a separa te Jewish cen tral S

commi ttee within the Party . Trotsky argued that the Bund , whi le

being publicly opposed to Zionism , had in effec t adop ted the

nationalist essence of Z i o n i s m  in its demands for autonomy .52

ln spi te of Mar tov ’s succ essfu l defense of Lenin ’s posi tion on

this issue , he is por trayed in Soviet literature as having always

been a Zionis t. In several Soviet works , re ferences to Mar tov

are followe d by “Tsederhaum ” , Mar tov ’s real name , in par entheses.

— 39 —
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The evidence to the contrary not withstanding, Tro t sky ,

too , has been branded a Zionis t agent in some of the mo re

extreme appraisals of the Zionist menace . Such is the line

of attack in Ivan Shev tsov ’s novel , In the Name of the Father

and of the Son. In that work , Aron Markovich Ger tsovich , the

“good” , Communi st Jew , att ributes vir tual ly all of the Sovie t

Union ’s problems to Zionist intrigues , explaining that

“Judas-Trotsky (Bronstein) is a typical agent of Zionism , the

world’ s number one provoc~ tuer ,” and further , that “Trotsky

placed his cadres in the Army . And if Stalin hadn ’t flattened

him in time , what would have happened? A nightmare worse

than Hitlerism.”53 Shev tsov , through his charac ter Ger tsovicl~,

is forced to admit that his theory doesn ’t conform to accepted

Soviet versions of history .

Let the historian say what they will ; I know :
between Zionism and Trotskvism there is a straight ,
well t rod path.. .But it - isn ’ t pleasant to speak
about Zionism at all. But I’ll tell you--the most
dange rous enemy is the one against which no one
fights. 54

There is mo re than a hint in this confession at the existence

of a conspiracy of silence , ex isting with at least the tacit

agreemen t of very powerfu l persons within the Soviet govern-

ment or Party apparatus.

In keeping wi th its policy of linking Zionism with

every form of anti-Communism , Sovie t propaganda claims tha t

during the Russian Civil War , Zionis ts actively supported the

Whi tes and the foreign interventionists. According to this
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theory , the Jewish bourgeoisie was dealt a powerful blow by the

nationalization of enterprises in Russia following the October

Revolut ion , and siding wi th the Whi tes w as their only hope o f

regaining their lost wealth. To illustrate the magnitude of

Jewish weal th in pre -Revolutionary Russia , a por tion of a

letter is reproduced in Caution: Zionism!which contains a list S

of contributions by Russian Jews to the World Zionist Organ i-

zation for 1913. The letter itself was reportedly sent to one

L.Kaganovich in Gomel’ , which has led some to speculate that

inclusion of this letter in the book might be an attempt to

denounce Lazar Kaganovich , a member of the Politburo under

Stalin and Khrushchev , as a Zion ist agent. This is extremely

unlikel y since Kaganovich would only have been sixteen years

old in 1913.

As wi th the charges of Zionist-Nazi collaboration , the

supposed Zionis t support of the Ukrainian Directorate , Denikin ,

Wrangel , et.al., is used to show that the Z ionis ts did not care

what happened to individual Jews , for while these reac tionary

elemen ts were ge tt ing Zionis t financial and political suppor t ,

they were conducting pogroms in the areas under their control .
S In addition to winning back the ir weal th , the Zionist sought

to curry favor with the Great Powers so as to get concessions

in Pales tine . The Soviet line is that it is not a matter of

coincidence that the Balfour Declaration was issued at the time

that Britain was beginning discussions on intervention against

the new Soviet state .55
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S During the years following the October Revolution , in the

areas under the con t ro l of the Reds , Zionis t organizat ions were

busy unde rmining Sovie t powe r by sub ve rting the Komsomo l,

suppo rting Tro tsky , and ral ly i ng to the de fense of the bourgeo is

press. Sovie t political literature tends to lump all Jewish

groups under the general heading of “Zionist” , and so comes to

S the conclusion tha t even those g roup s which sided wi th the

Bolsheviks we re in fact working against them. According to which

Sovie t sources one re ads , the Zionists we re either:

-~..seekin g no mo re nor less than the creation of
their own state within the framewo rk of Russia. 56

or:

pursuing the crea tion wi thin the socialis t s tate
itself of a layer of “liberal intelli gentsia” ,
whose freedom of “thought” would be expressed in
it s readiness to acc ept and pass-off as its own ,
thoughts prepared for it elsewhere.57

Even the splitting off of the left wing of the Jewish organization

Paole-Zion in 1919 and its joining the Bolsheviks is viewed as

S a Zionist plot.

S Crea tion of the new par ty reflec ted , on the one hand ,
a movemen t by the Jewish masses to the left , to the side
of Soviet powe r and Communism , while on the other , an
attemp t by Zionis ts , under the cove r of a Communist
mask , to keep the masses unde r their contro l , to neutra-
lize cri ticism of Palestinism , and to use Cominte rn

S channels for pene tration into the Middle East. 58

The curren t anti-Zionist campaign makes no charge that

Zionism in any way seriously threatened the Soviet Union from

wi thin during the heyday of Stalin ’s rule , and as ye t , no one

has had the cour age to discuss the accusa tions leveled at

S 
Zionism in connection with the Doctors ’ Plo t. The claim is made ,
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howeve r , that during the period in which Israel and the Soviet

Union had dip lomatic relations Israel used its embassy as a front

H for subversive activities in the Soviet Union . Now , Zionis t

agents are said to be brought into tine country by the Uni ted

States and Britain. Since the beg inning of the Cold War , Zionists

have supposed ly been the d r i v i n g  force behind subversion of the 
S

Sovie t Union by radio broadcasts. Articles written by a number

of Soviet and East European intelligence operatives who ,

posing as re fugees , have worked for those broadcasting services

before re turning to their home coun tries , describe Radio

Liber ty and Radio Free Europe as being staffed by Zionists and

funded by CIA funds channeled through Jewish “chari table ”

organiza tions. The role of Jews in sovietology in general is

f requent ly  alluded to , and such centers  as the forme r Ins titute

for the Study of the U.S.S.R., in Munich , are claimed to be

heavily suppor ted by Jewish mi l l ionaires.

The crux of the matter is , howeve r , that the Soviet

Union sees in Zionism a direct appeal to Jews in countries
S 

outside of Isr ael , especially to those in the Soviet Bloc ,

to place the interes ts of Israel above those of the c o u n t r i es

in which they live ; in other words , to become a “fifth column” .

The terms “fifth column” and “underground” are , in fac t, used

in Sovie t sources when discussing Zionist goals.

“Hertzl... invites the citizens of Jewish origin in the
various countries of the world to throw their patriot-

S ism overboard and , in the name of the goals of Zionism ,
act in accordance with the thesis of the anti-semites ,
that the Jews in every state are a ‘foreign elemen t” . 59
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The Soviet thesis is that , inasmuch as the Zionists have been

-~ unable to ge t all the wor ld’ s Jews to move to Isr ael , they

have opted for the next best thing in conjunction with their

desire to establish ideolog ical and poli t ical con trol over

Jew s , regardless of where they may be. The Jewish Agency is

said to view i t s e l f  as a “w o r l d w i d e  government ” to which all

Jews mus t swe ar a l leg iance . A s tat emen t repor tedl y made by

Ben-Gurion in 19 51 is cited as proo f  of this attitude :

“This means the rendering of assistance to Israe l ,
regardless of whe ther or not this is desired by the
gove rnmen t of that country in which Jews live and

S to which the~- are subject.. .When we say : a united S
S Jewish people , we should ignore the fact that the

Jewish na t ion is sca tt ered over the whole world and
that , living in one place or another. Jews are citizens

S of those states in which they reside .” 60

The I s r a e li  governc~ent and the Zionist movement , then, view all S

Jews as having “dual ci tizenship ” , and , according to Soviet

S propaganda , this appeal to an ethnic solidarity , which is to be

t ransfe rred into s ta te loyal ty, i s the basic approach used by

I sraeli Intelligence in its attempts to recruit Soviet citizens

of Jewish origin as spies and saboteurs . It is the Soviet

position that “prac t ical ly  all ac ti v it ies by ionis t or gani-

zations are planned and implemented under the direction of

professional Israeli in telligence operations. ”61

Even where Zionis t organizations have been outlawed , they

have not  been stopped :

“They resort to the use of the synagogue and the rab-
bina te in those places where Zionist political organ-
izations cannot legally exist , as , for example , in the
Socialis t countries , for their subversive activity and
the recruitment of partisans from among the faithful .”tn .
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Pr oceeding on this as sump t ion , the now famous 1970 trial of

the group of Jew s who attemp ted to hij ack a Sovie t airline r

i n  Leningrad in orde r to leave the Soviet tJnion is labeled

as the uncoverin g ot a ring of Zionist agents. 63

The campai gn to w i n  mo n-c l iberal emigration rights for

Soviet citizens , especially lo t- Soviet Jews , is treated not

o n ly  as a p r o p a g a n d a  a s s a u l t  d e s i g n e d  to defame the Soviet

Union , but as a Zionist plot to expand the population of Israel

and the reby its military potential. The other side of the coin ,

of cours e , as is directly stated in the charges concerning

ionist subversion in Czechoslovakia (below) , is that emigration

deprive s the Soviet Union of needed scientific and cultural

talent. In fact , the Sov i e ts cha rge Is rael wi th being highly S

selec tive in its choosing of “needed cadre ” who can be rapidly

integra ted into the mi lita ry e f f o r t . The American publicis t

I . F . S t o n e  has been quo t ed  in s u p p o r t  of t h i s  interpre ta t ion:

“Zionism is tossing covetous glances at Soviet Jews...
Sovie t Jews fough t fo r Russ ia , spilled their blood for
the Revolution , made a significant contribution to
Russian l iterature and science . Why , then , should
they be w i t h d r a w n ?  . . .  because Israe l is shor t of
people for expansion. ” 64

The Sov ie t  press  i s  c o n s t a n t l y w a r n i n g  Soviet Jews of  the

dangers of l i s t e n i n g  to Z i o n i s t  p ropaganda , and publ i shes  l e t t e r s

I from and accoun ts o f Jews who have gone to Israel and been

gravely disappointed with the life they found there . The well

known cases of persons seeking reentn-y into the Sovie t Union

are exploi ted , as are the cases of suicide by emigres who

couldn ’t cope with life in Israe l or in the West. The press also
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pr ints le tters from Jews who supposedly considered emi gra tion

to Israe l, bu t then thought it over and decided to remain in

the Soviet Union , as wel l  as lette rs from Sovie t Jews who

express indignation at the atte mpts of Zionist agents to get

them to emi gra te and even attempting to bring down suspicion

S on these non-Zionist Soviet Jews.65 The Sovie ts , of course , deny 
S

S 

that they are in v i o l a t i o n  of th e  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Agreement  on

Civil and Poli t ic al Rights of 1966 , and ma intain that Soviet Jews

have the “ r i g h t  to choose n o n - f r e e d o m ” if they so des i re , bu t  S

that “limitations on emi gration flow directly out of this

agreement , in par ticualr when this relates to the maintenance

of state secur i ty ,  pub l ic orde r , the heal th or morali ty of the

populat ion , or the rights and freedoms of others .”
66 S

Every work on Zionism written in the past five years has , of

cours e , contained a sever e condemna tion of the Jewish De fense

League and the various actions of Western Jewish groups in 
S

defense of Soviet Jewry . The JDL and its leader Meyer Kahane S

are denounced as gun-toting storm troopers (“blue shirts ”) S

who were cre ated and are suppor ted by the CIA~ Israeli

Intelligence , and ex trenis t po litical par t ies in Israel ,

specifically wi thMenachem Begin ’s Herut Party . (Menachem Beg in ,

frequen tly identified in Soviet sources as a racist murde rer

who organized the notorious raid and subsequent massacre in the

Arab vil lage of Deir Yassin in April 1948 , became Prime Mini st er

in May , p977) . Some,hut not mos t , Sovie t accoun ts of the JDL S

claim that Kahane is a fo rme r CiA agent who operated unde r the

- - 
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name Michael King in 1965. It is rathe r curious that Zionism:

S Theory and Prac t ice , a “scholar ly” analysis of Zionism , has

no thing to say abou t Kah ane ’s supposed CIA connections , but

s impl y labels him “fascist-like ” . Other wo rk s link Kahane to

the John Birch Society, the National Rifle Association ,the Maf i a ,

and even the American Nazi Party. In a replay of the tone of the P
charges made agains t Zionj~m wi th respect to White Guards elements

and the Nazis , the Soviets charge that American Zionist group s

defame the memory of those who died in the holocaust.

Zionis ts enter into agreements with reactionary and
openly fasc is t emi g re groups , closing their eyes to
the fa ct tha t the members of these organiza t ions are
anti-semites , ac ti ve par ticipan ts in the mass murde r
of innocent c ivil ians , including Jews , during the S

Second World War.” 67

The 1971 conference in Brussels on the status of Soviet Jewry is

another favorite target of recent writings . This conference is

almos t always re ferred to as a “Shabash” (sabbath , here mo re in

the sense of a wi tches ’ sabba th), is viewed as being somehow

connected with NATO headquar ters in Belgium , and is trea ted as

though i t alone were ample provocation to justify the current

anti-Zionist campaign .

Nor is Zjon,ist subversive activity limited to the Soviet

Union. The events in Czechoslovakia and Poland in 1968 are blame d

I

S 

on Zionis t intrigues. An article entitled “How the Counter-

S 

revolu tionary Underground was Formed in Czechoslovakia” appeared

in lzvestiya in late August 1968 alleging a “plo t” by Zionist

agents (prominent Czech intellectua ls of Jewish origin) . This

and other works have outlined the plot as an attemp t to take over
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the leadership positions in the mass media , governmen t , and

Party apparata in orde r to subvert Socialism. The hi gh

L posi t ions atta ined by Jews such as Sik , Golds tucker , Kr iege l ,

et.al.,is proof of this plot. American Jews with official

status , such as A .i3romberg, ed itor of Problems of Communism, 
S

and Israeli diploma ts , prior to the breaking of diplomatic

rela tions as a result of the 1967 Arab-Israeli War , ac tive ly

worked to sabotage Socialism in Czechoslovakia. Interestingly S

enough , it is charged that the Isr aeli diplomats , in many

cases former Czech ci tizens who had emigrated , engaged in

efforts to get “valuable Czecho slovak ian specialists” of

Jewish orig in to emigrate . Am official Czech document , “Materials

of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Czechoslovak ian

Socialis t Republic”, reprin ted in Pravda of 6 August 1969 ,

however , makes no reference to Zionist plots in the events

of 1968.

The Soviets are especially worried about Zionist penetration

through culture . Indeed , the whole purpose of Shevtsov ’s novel ,

In the Name of the Father and the Son ,is to warn against just

this danger. In this regard , Czechoslovakia is given as an example

of the everpresent danger. Even revival of interest in Kafka is

taken as a warning sign :

“Thus , on a Europe an and American-wide scale , did
the Zionists galvanize and make use of a literary corpse
such as Franz Kafk a , who specialized in descrip tions
of loathsome things and nightmares. Thanks to the
effor ts of the Zionis ts , for ty years af ter his demise ,
Franz Kafk a suddenly became significan t and well known
as a figure in Czech culture , to which , so to speak ,
he had not the slightes t rela tion , if one doesn ’t
count the fact that Kafka and his parents were
members of the Jewish community of Prague .” 68
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In w hat can only be unders too d as a direc t warning to Sovie t

wri ters , Bol ’shakov wri tes of the events in Czechoslovakia:

(The Cz ech l iberal w riters ’ -- D.G.) fate was
typical for renegades; starting out with nationalist
pronouncem en ts , wi th revisions of Marxism , and
endin g up by going ove r to the side of frantic
reac tion... The que s tion , “On whose side are you , S

mas ters of culture?” is mo re current today than
eve r before . 69

Similarly, the even ts in Poland in 1968 are trea ted as an examp le

of wha t can happen when Zionis t organizat ions are allowed

to operate openly. The Soviet version of those events is that

Zionis ts stirred up Polish students and sought to get them to

oppose their gove rnment ’s s tand agains t Israel’ s 1 967 aggressi on.

Polish author and political dissident Jerzy Koszinski comes in

for personal attack for his book The Painted Bird,which, it

is charged, sought to bre ei hatred of Poles among Jews .

Anti-semitism: Emigre and Soviet Writings

C In spite of all the Soviet efforts to demonstrate the 
S

incongrui ty and implacable animosi ty be tween Communism and

Zionism , there are still those who claim that Zionism and 
S

Communism are ~oniehow linked. One of the few works which even

mentions this problem is Zionism in the Service of Anti-

Communism in wh ich Bol’shakov explains that it is part of the

:ionist strategy of disinformation to help dissemina te re-

actionary anti-semitic pronouncements which link Zionism and

Communism. In the way of an example , he foo tnotes a re ference

to an article in Newsweek of December 1970 , but there is no
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indic ation of the specific charge made in that article or of the

maker of the charge . The article in question is in fact an inter- 5

view wi th King Faisal of Saudi Arabia. Here is what King Faisal

had to say in tha t interv iew:

“Zionism and Communism are working hand in glove to
block any settlement (of the Middle Eas t conflict--

( D.G.) that will restore peace... Zionism is the
mo ther of Communism. It hel ped spread Communism around
the world. It is now trying to weaken the U.S., and

S if their plan succeeds , they will inherit the world... S
It’ s all part of a gre at plot , a grand conspiracy.
Communism , as I told you, is a Zionis t cre ation de-
signed to fulfill the aims of Zionism. They are only
pre tending to work against each other in the Middle
East. The Zionists are deceiving the United States
into believing they are on their side . The Communists ,
on the o ther hand , are cheating the Arab s, makin g them
believe they are on their side. But ac tually they are
in league wi th the Zionists. ” 70

Most readers dismiss these remarks as the ravings of an old 
S

h~nat ic , but there are a number c-f such lunatics running around .

The argumen t presented by King Faisal finds echo in certain -

segmen ts of the Russian emi gre commun ity in the West. ‘These

emigre s , largely of the “second emigration ” ,71 looking at the 
S

a number of prominent Jewish revolutionaries who participated in

the leadership of the revolution and the consolidation of Red

power in Russ ia , have come to the  conclusion tha t  Soviet Communism

was the work of the Jews . Inasmuch as Zionism is also the work of

the Jews , the two must be closely connected. The fact that these

emigres came out of’ a milieu which has historically been permeated

by anti-semitism , predisposes them to accept the notion of a

worldwide Jewish conspiracy to destroy everything holy, including

Holy Russia.What results is a classic Manichaean portrayal of

4: his tory.
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Typical of this mind-set are the emi gre publication Russkoe

Slovo S 2  
(Buenos A ires) and the works of Grego rij Klimov .7~

- Russkoe Slovo is caught i n  an inte re st ing quandry . While pu r-

porting to be one hundred percent opposed to Soviet Communism ,

its hatred of Jews and Israel force it into ~uppo r t ing  Sovie t

clients in the Middle East and i n t o  c r i t i c i s m  of Soviet  d i s s i d e n t s

because  so many of them a re  J ews , h al  f -Jews , or f r i e n d l y  to Jews .

The a n t i - s e m i t i s m  in this pape r is blatan t and former U.S.

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger , for example , is re ferred to

as “the eternal kike” . In add ition to the Palestine Liberation

Or ganiza ti on , Russkoe Slovo editorially supports Idi Amin of

Uganda , and last year severely crit ized the Israeli actions at

En tebbe. In deno unci ng Israe l for that raid , refe rence was made

to an earlier Israeli action :

“Israel’ s impudence has been known for quite some
t ime , e-~en if only from the smuggling out of Argentina

S of a German under  the p r e t e x t  that he had exterminated
S 

six million people!?!?!? 74

The horrors of the Stalinist era are blamed on non-Russian

“Cominte rn fanatics ” :

“And all in a l l , one can say wi th cer tainty, that
had power been in the hands of inve tera te , but Russian ,
Commun ists , Russ ia woul d no t have known even one
thousand th of the v icti ms and des truc tion which we re
visi ted upon her by the age-old enemies of Russia and
the Russian people--by the Cominternist butchers; for
Russians , even Communis ts , never fel t such enmity
and hatred tow ards their own people. And, in any even t ,
the Russ ian peop le is not capable of such crue lty. ” 75

In a sim ilar ve in , Gri go r i j K l imov ’s book The Prince o f Th is

World ( the title is taken from the Gospe l According to Saint

John, 16:8-11) postulates that the Jews and Freemasons are agents

S of the Devil , out to gain control of the world. All criminals ,
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free-thinkers , intellectual avant-gardists , decadent philosophers ,

including Berdy aev , and anyone else wi th whom Klimov is not

in agreemen t are said to be Jews or par t Jewish . In cases in

which no Jewish anc es to rs c an he found for these people , Klimov

claims that they are the result of artificial insemination . Thus

even Soren Kiergegaard is classified as a Jew . The thrus t of the

story is that Stalin , even though he himself may have been the

produc t of such artificial insemination, sought to wine out all

these agents of the Devil with the aid of the novel’s main

S character. The only lesson which the reader can draw from this

work is that all of these evil Jews , Freemasons , intellectuals ,

et.al.mus-t be exterminated in order to save Humanity . As proof

of the fact that Klimov isn ’t alone in this lunacy , the book

contains a fo rword and an af terward by two Russian pro fessors ,

S 
I- one of contemporary Sovie t li tera ture , the other of social

psychology , at two universities presumably in Britain. Both

- 
pro fessors praise the book and engage in the same mad ravings and

;peciour arguments as used by Klimov.

Unlike the mad ravings of the emigres, or the neo-Nazi writings

of some of the extreme nationalist dissidents within the Soviet

Union , Soviet anti-Zionist propaganda is rarely blata~ntly anti-

semitic. There is , however , the everpresent danger that attacks

on Zionism will be understood by the masses as a signal that open

season has been declared on Jews in general . It should be noted

that all the major works of non-fiction contain direct statement

that Jews and Zionists are not one and the same . It is explained ,
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for ex ampl e , that there are onl y some 200 ,000 Zionis ts in the

Uni ted States out of a total Jewish popula t ion of some

six m illion .76

.

“Zion ists and Jews .i re not equatable concepts . One
cannot equate them. : ionist s are Jewish bourgeois
nationalists , and the Jews have always suffered unde r
nationalism. Zionists are the enemies of the Jews .”77

Zion ism is depi cted as bo th the de secr ator of Judaism and a

spiri tual fo rm of ghettoization.

As for the works of Sov ict fi cti on , they normally i nc lude
S

Jewi sh charac ters who are in posi t ive , or at leas t in non-

nega t ive , roles , in addit ion to the exp ected Zionis t bad guys.

In both The Promised Land and In the Name of the Father and of

the Son there are ethnic Jews who are eithe r life-long opponents

of Zionism or who dis cover the “t rue nature” of Zionism and

join the Communist in the s trugg ic against it. Jews , as opposed

to Zionis ts , ar e por t ray ed as good , but of ten naive , people

who are exploi ted by the Z ioni s ts , bu t who sooner or later “see

the li ght” . This is a far cry from the traditional anti-semitic

works in which Jews are only por trayed as the villains , or from

works such as K limo v ’s . Ther e hav e been some Sovie t wo rks which

run along the l ines of the 01 (1-fashioned anti-semitic (perhaps

Shev tsov ’s Love and Hate) , 78 but the presen t campaign does not

appear to be directed at portraying Jews as inherently evil. One

notable lapse into the me thods of the past was the appearance

in URSS, the French language Soviet publicati on , of a pamphle t

issued by an anti-semitic Russian group from 1906 , wi th the
(. only change being the substitution of the word “Zionist” for the

wo rd “Jew”. A Par is court ruled that the publication was”in-

citemcnt to di s c r i m i n a t i o n , hatred and racial violence .”

—
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S One aspect of the anti-Zionist campaign which is dis turbing

in this regard is the use of political cartoons in the Soviet

press. Generally speaking , Sovie t political cartoons , regardless

of the target , are ex t remely crude and almost neve r humorous .

Those cartoons done in connection with the anti-Zionist campaign

are charac ter ized by the use o f exa gge ra ted semi tic fea ture s

reminiscent of the Nazi cartoons of Der StUrme r in the 1933’s. And ,

to insure that the reader does not miss the point , the charac ters

wi th the eno rmous noses a re usually marked wi th numerous

Star ~f David tattoos or pa tches.

Ano ther aspect of Soviet propaganda in general which

co m p l i c a tes ana l ys is of the current anti-Zionist campaign is the

fact that the Soviets , as a matte r of co-arse, attack reli gious

beliefs , prac t ices , and organizations . Thus , statements such as:

“In Israel , barbaric relig ious prac t ices and tradit ions which

debase human digni ty have been legisla ted into law ” ; whi le

con forming to the Soviet policy of opposition to all religious

prac t ices , are dangerous ly close to the old my ths about ritual

murders and other acts of savagery said to be committed by Jews

as par t of their religious observances. These myths may in fact

he what comes into the mind of the average Soviet citizen when he

reads the phrase “barbaric religious prac tices”. Trying to

prove that such reactions are what is intended by the Soviet

propagandis ts would , however , be e xt reme l y difficult , for in
other places the specifi c practices which are deemed objectionable ,

usually those dealing with decidin g who is and is not a Jew and

wi th maintaining the racial homogeneity of the Jewish people , are
enumera ted. S
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Conclusions

In summary , then , the current Soviet anti-Zionist campaign is

an attemp t , through the use of every weapon in the Sovie t

propaganda arsen al, to v i l i f y zionism and Zionis ts , and to link

them to every conceivable foriii of evil. The majority of the

specific charges made against ionism. while not wholly unfounded ,

are generally exaggerated or presented out of context , and are

almost always expressed in highly vi triolic terminology . The

na ture of the Soviet political system give s the Soviet propagandist

the advantage of workin g wi th, or on , a reader who is ignorant

of the facts surrounding a given historical event , who lacks

access to outside sources of information and is therefore ~znable

to verify what he is told , and who does not even have easy access

to Soviet sources of mo re than a few years past. This situation

allows Soviet propagandists to pick and choose from among Western

sources without fear of rebuttal based on other parts of those

same sources , to por t ray limi t ing cases as the norm , to take

S an opponent ’ s posi t ion during a given period and present it as his

posi tion both prior and subsequent to that period , and to presen t

eve ry even t in it s wors t pos sible li ght , so as to make it seem

to be the result of siniste r motive s or forces.

Just how effective is this campaign? It is clear from

cer tain Sovie t sources tha t it has no t been nearly as succ essful

as had been hoped by the Soviet leadershi p. The c ampaign has

eviden tly met with mo re psycholog ical re sist ance wi thin the So vi e t

Union than had been expected. As recently as 1975 , E.Nemov ,

wr iting in Moloday a Gvardiya ,could complain:
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“Even now (i.e. at least seven years into the
campaign--D.G.) many people , under the influence
of purposeful and constant Zionist propaganda ,
still approach anti-Zionist literature skepticall y
and warily, incorrec tly assuming that , in some way -:
or ano ther , it consitutes anti-semitism .” 80

But , as we shall see , there are other indications of the effects ,

if not the effectiveness , of the campaign on Soviet citizens. As

S for effectiveness of the campaign abroad , the exaggera tions and

vitriol cause many readers to dismiss the accusations as “jus t

more Soviet propaganda” .

In spite of Soviet statements about the threat which

Zionism poses to the countries of the Third World , and the anti-

progressive nature of Zionism , the heart of the matter is the

threat to the Soviet Union itself which Zionism is seen to

represent. After the 1967 Arab-Israeli War , the Sovie t Union

found itself faced with the realization that not only did the re

exis t within its midst a rather large and newly awakened group

of “valuable” people who wished to live elsewhere , but there was

another state which already considered those disaffected Soviet

citizens its own . The ideolog ical precep ts of Zionism , the pre-

sumption made by the state of Israel that it represents and can

count on the support of Jews in every other country , including

the Soviet Union , play into the hands of those who maintain that

Jews are an alien force , and these presumptions have a potentially

disasterous effect on the status of even non-Zionist Jews in

S their native countries. It is not surprising that the Soviet

leadership ,predjsposed by cultural heritage to anti-semitism ,

and by political culture to paranoia , tends to view Zionism and
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renewed Jewish ethnic consciousness from the standpoint of

their potential for subversion , for these phenomena represen t

a unique chal lenge to the authori ty and monopoly of the

Soviet regime . Rarely, if eve c , befo re have dis af fec ted Sov i e t

ci tizens had another state with which they could identify and

to which they could transfe r their loyalty . To the Soviet

mind , Zi onism is an a lien ideo logy which is compe ting for the

hea r t s  and minds  of some three million Soviet citizens unde r

the banner “Jews of all countries , unite!” Having Zionists S

S living wi thin the Sovie t Union, spreading the cancer of their

discon tent among a highly educated and needed segment of

Sovie t socie ty , is simply an intoler able situation for a

totalitarian regime .

But , on the o ther hand, one canno t look at the anti-
(

Zionis t c ampaign only from the s tandpoint of Sovie t reac tion

and paranoia. There is the offensive side of the picture to

be examined as well. In addition to the rise of Jewish ethnic
(

consciousne ss , the past ten years have also seen the rise of

a s tubborn , well educated group of dissidents , called the

Democratic Movement. The Soviet Union is a state which seems
S I

less and less in control of its own people. The point is not

me rely that there are a number of highly visible and seemingly

unsquelchable poli tical and religious dissidents , of all

colora t ions , but tha t there is a lack of popular enthusiasm

for the regime or for its programs . This mass apathy, combined

wi th the reluc tance , or in a b i l i ty , to re turn to the use of
(

terror on a large scale , renders mobil ization of the masses

— 57 —

—— __________ _
~~~ 

S 5~~ S S S S S S~~~~~~~S S S 5 • S S S ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
S~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.



- -

-
‘ 

ex tremely diff icult. Mobilization on the basis of a threat

of attack by ex ternal enemie s is , wi th the possible exception of

Chin a , somewha t less e f fe ct .~ve than it might be as a result of S

pronouncemen ts abou t “the rela xa t ion of international tens ions ” ,

and , in addi tion , does nothing to solve the problem of the S

S 
dome s t ic “troublemakers ” . But , as Sovie t ideologues point out , S

the relaxa t ion of international tensions calls for a corresp onding

increase in v igil ance against ideo logical pene tration and sub - S

version . Thus is the stage set for the current campaign . S

Perhaps because so many of the people involved in the

- Democra tic Moveme nt we re either Jews , half-Jews , or closely

S associa ted wi th Jews , the Sovie t regime ei ther s truck upon
S the idea or came to believe that Zionism is the glue that binds -

toge ther all of the mor tal enemies , real and potential , of

the Soviet Union , of Socialism , and ul t ima tely , of “Goodness

and Light” . As can be seen from the Soviet writings discussed

in this paper , the Sovie ts have sought to link racism , Nazism ,

Imperialism , Capitalism , Sovie t dissidents , the Mafia , and
S even Maois t China 81 to Zionism in the minds of the Soviet

people. Seen in this light , the anti-Zionist campaign , especia l ly

the mass media articles , is designed to make the average

Soviet citizen equate Zionism with the incarnation of Evil

(much as Klimov does , albei t in a less li teral sense) in orde r

to rally the masses agains t the enemies of the s tate. If

Zionism is Evil , and if the Soviet mass media and social and

poli tical scientists have “scien tif ical ly” demons trated this

fac t , then anyone who wishes to emigrate to Israel is knowingl y

joinin g forces with l~vi1 , )O1IIiit ~ CZ1~~MX
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“A man who has tu i ied to the Zionist faith ,
automatical ly hecciie~ an agent of the Inter-
natio nal Zioni st ~ui~’rn , and , consequen tly,
an enc ot t 1 i t ’ ~~ v i e t  j~eop1e .“ (underlining
m ine—— D .G.~ 82

In this contest , tht- So~ iet p ractice of  granting exit visas

almost exclusiv e ly f~~r i s r a e l , and the forcing of a number

of non-Jewish dissidents to si gn false affidavits that they

were p a r t  J e w i s h  b e f o r e  f o r c i n g  them to leave the Soviet

Union is an attemp t b y the reg ime to discredi t all of the

dissiden ts by denouncing them all as Zionist agents .

Eq u a l l y  f r i gh tening in its implications is the use

of a conspiratorial theory to explain the danger. By pro-

paga ting the idea that there exists an unseen , ex tremely cleve r

and treacherous enemy operating within the Soviet Union

itself , the reg ime is preparing the masses psycholog ically

so that they will be willing to accep t radical measures

to eradicate the unseen enemy should the regime deem such

measure s necessary . In order to conduc t a major crackdown

along these lines , the conspiracy would have to be said to

include mo re than just Zionist Jews . The non-Jewish dissident

would have to be shown to he serving the cause or in the pay

of some hos tile force . Whether the reg ime would ever be

willing to risk the possible consequences of such radical

measure s , especia lly the consequences for foreign policy , is

problema t ic , bu t recent attempts to link the dissidents with

Zionis t and CIA agents are omii ’ou s .

S 
As this paper is being written , the Soviet regime , under

mounting pressure from the Carter Administration over human ri ghts

-
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is stepping up its campaign against Zionism in particular

and against the disidents in general . The actions resulting from
S 

the nation-wide broadcast of a television documentary , “Buyers

of Souls” (a reference to Satan worthy of Klimov) , in which it

was claimed that those seeking exit visas were encouraged to

apply and financed by l i onist agents , are an indication of the

effec ts of the anti-Zionist campai gn. The documentary gave the
S names and addresses of a number of Jews who had been trying for

some time to get exit visas . Immediately after the airing of the

program , the would-be emigre s began receiving threatening telephone S

calls and were abused on the street , while thier children were

called “kikes” by their schoolmates. In this particular case the

regime calculatedly sought to exploit traditional anti-semitism

in order to intimidate those who have refused to be cowed into

submission by official actions . It appears that the regime intends

to direct that anti-semitism against a small select group of

people , that the regime ’s attitude has little to do with notions

of blood and soil , but , ra ther , is a question of conformity. Only

those who directly oppose the reg ime , or who see themselves

as Jews firs t and foremo s t , are likely to be the direct targets of the
4.

campaign . Indeed , many of the writers in the forefront of the

anti-Zionist campaign are themselves ethnic Jews .

But what of the indirect targets , the unintended vic tims ?
(

As Khrushchev wrote in his memoirs : “Unfortunately, the ge rms

of anti-semitism remained in our system , and apparently there

still isn ’t the necessary discouragement of it and resistance

to it.” Given the de ncns trated capacity of the Soviet masses for
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anti —s ein i t  i c a c t s  o I v i o l e n c e  , t lie I’C i s  a n a g g i n g  quest ion

whi ch no ~nt’ can an swe ~‘ . Can I he ~-o v i e t rc,g i me , On ce  i t

1 has un 1ea~ hed t he a ’.~e sonic ‘a- - 
~ pOfl o f t r;id I t i ona I ant i —

semi  t i sm I n t he name o I ant i —::  ion i sm , keep i t on target

and un de t c on t ro 1? )n the an Si .  c r t (~ that quest ion hangs the

future of thousands , I I n o t  m i l l  i o n s , o f  peop le  in the =

Sovie t  U n i o n .
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