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ABSTRACT

There have been few attempts to combine the historical
social, and political variables which make up the regional
system that is the Horn of Africa. This work presents an
encapsulated analysis that attempts to provide a "complete
picture" of the attitudes, events and external intrusions
which contribute to the situation as it exists today.

The Horn of Africa is viewed from four perspectives: (1)
internal aspects, (2) regional linkages, (3) external
influences, and (4) an historical interpretation. These
four viewpoints are integrated to form strategic con-
siderations and conclusions regarding the region and the
potential areas of conflict or cooperation between the
involved actors during the next decade.

The Horn of Africa has, does, and will in the future
play an active and érucial political role, not only in
Africa, but iﬁ the international system. This research
is an attempt to provide policy makers with a perspective

in planning for that future.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Geography is the force which has caused international
concern with the Horn of Africa. Because of their location,
the countries which make up the Horn are involved in the
political realities of the Middle East, the Indian Oceén,
(including the Persian Gulf), and, of course, Africa. 0il
from Iran to Israel and Europe, and the renewed flow of

commerce between East Africa, Asia, and the Gulf must pass

near the Somali coast, through the Straits of the Bab-el-Mandib, |

and along the coast of Ethiopia and Eritrea en route to the
Suez Canal. Naturally, the ability to monitor the traffic
and to conduct military operations against targets on the

sea lanes from coastal ports and airfields on the Horn has
occupied the minds of'many strategists. Not surprisingly,
these capabilities have been the genesis of much of the
external involvement in the area. ‘Of equal, if not greater,
importance is the significance of the Horn as a "spring-board"
into central and southern Africa, the o0il rich Arabian Pen-
insula and the sensitive areas of Sudan and Egypt.

The events of 1977 have resulted in a need to reevaluate
critically long standing notions about the Horn. The con-
tinuing conflict between the two principal regional actors
(Ethiopia and Somalia) and the impending escalation of events

in Eritrea have impacted not only on United States policy




and strategies in the region, but have resulted in grave
concern in bordering states where the United States has vital
interests.

The complete renversement of the Ethiopians and Somalis

and the introduction of Soviet and Cuban military forcesand
hardware has attracted the interests of the Arab and African
Worlds. This introduction of additional actors and the con-
comitant conflict between previously clear interests and
strategies creates a situation of potential great danger for
stability in a region contiguous with the already super-
critical Middle East.

Most studies relative to the Horn, its actors and their
relationships with the rest of the world tend to fall into

three categories -- pure history, social anthropology, and

political science. This statement is probably true of studies

done on any region or state and of itself is unremarkable,

yet a closer examination of the work on the Horn reveals a
major shortcoming. The fact is that although a good many
excellent books haQe been written about each of these aspects
with regard to the Horn, there have been few attempts to

weave together all three aspects in order to obtain a complete
picture. The historian tends to report events and usually
stops at 1960; the sociologist or social anthropologist
usually looks at a small section of the region without much
regard for the remainder; and most political analysts seem to

think that the Horn of Africa emerged from the ocean in 194S5.
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The possible exception to the rule is Richard Greenfield,

whose work, Ethiopia - A New Political Historx,1 has become

a classic. Greenfield also seemed to feel a need for a new
approach in analyzing the major political entity on the Horn:
"Ethiopia is an ancient country and no at-
tempt to understand its complicated internal
politics and the motivations of the several
groups and interests involved could even be-
gin without some examination of their roots
which, since Ethiopia was not affected by the
colonial era in the same way as the rest of
Africa, extend far back into the history and
mythology of that land. For this reason the
emphasis of this book are bound to differ
from those adopted in studies of other African
nations."
Greenfield was speaking about Ethiopia but with a few word
substitutions he could have been describing the entire Horn
of Africa. His analysis stopped as of 1960 but it is in

that spirit that this work is attempted.

A. SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE

A review of the literature relating to the Horn of
Africa reveals that there are many useful works which examine
individual countries but only a few which treat the region

as a whole. Of the latter Dr. Tom J. Farer's Warclouds on

the Horn of Africa3 is the most recent and probably the best

lGreenfield, Richard, Ethiopia - A New Political History,
Praeger Publishers, 1965.

2Greenfield, Ethiopia, p.2.

3Farer, Tom J., Warclouds on the Horn of Africa, Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, 1976. See elaboration of
this critique in Chapter IV.
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of an unexceptional series of English language works. This
book, written before the Somali-Ethiopian conflict, examines
the Horn from a geopolitical perspective in an attempt to
develop policy recommendations. While Dr. Farer's analysis
was excellent, his conclusions that the United States would
support the Ethiopians and the Soviet Union the Somalis in
a contest for the Horn, were considerably off the mark.

A plethora of works have been published on Ethiopia with
the principal ones of general value being: Greenfield, dis-

cussed above, Edward Ullendorff's The Ethiopians,u and

Richard Pankhurst's extremely detailed Economic History of

Ethio ia.5 Ullendorff's contribution is another classic,
EESsopia

an extremely readable social-anthropological look at Ethiopia.

Unfortunately he does not apply his considerable talent to
any examination whatsoever of political and social problems.
Pankhurst's volume is a compendium of facts, primarily eco-
nomic data but including a number of social and historical
insights, about Ethiopia up to 1935. He also includes some
data on Somalia and the Horn in general. This work is in-
valuable as a source for any serious examination of the Horn.
Narrower in scope but still of significant value are Sergew

Hable Sellassie's Ancient and Medieval Ethiopian History to

l+Ullendorff, Edward, The Ethiopians, Oxford University
Press, 1965.

5Pankhurst, Richard, Economic History of Ethiopia, Haile
Selassie I University Press, 1968.

12
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12706 which is an extremely well researched work and probably
the definitive study of a rather obscure yet very important

period on the Hornj; Wax and Gold7 by Donald M. Levine, an

examination of Amhara culture and tradition which provides
tremendous insight into the forces which have moulded the
Ethiopians into the people they are today; and Ernest W.

Lefever's important book Spear and Sce ter8 an examination
P D¢ P

of the role of the army, police and politics of Ethiopia
through mid 1970.
The leading authority on Somalia is I.M. Lewis whose

books A Pastoral Democracy9 and A Modern History of Somalilandlo

and numerous articles have developed the idea of Somali

"nationhood." He is well supplemented by Saadia Touval,

Somali Nationalism11

12

and John Drysdale's definitive The Somali

Dispute. Both Touval and Drysdale examine in depth the

formation of Somali irredentism and the continuing border

disputes between Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya.

6Sellassie, Sergew Hable, Ancient and Medieval Ethiopian
History to 1270, Haile Selassie I University Press, 1972.

7Levine, Donald M., Wax and Gold, University of Chicago
Press, 1965.

8Lefever, Ernest W., Spear and Scepter, the Brookings
Insittution, 1970.

9Lewis, I.M., A Pastoral Democracy, Oxford University
Press, 1961.

10 .» A Modern History of Somaliland, Praeger
Publishers, 1965.
17k

Touval, Sasdia, Somali Nationalism, Harvard University
Press, 1962.

12Drysdale, John, The Somali Dispute, Praeger Publishers, 1964.
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At this point the contribution of Irving Kaplan, et al
at the Foreign Area Studies Directorate of The American
University must be mentioned. Their series of handbooks
which compile basic facts about the social, economic, pol-
itical and military institutions and practices of selected

countries include The Area Handbook for Ethiopia13 and

The Area Handbook for Somalia.l'4 Although no attempt is

made to analyze the enormous amount of data contained in
these works, they remain extremely useful as sources for any
student of the Horn. !

Eritrea and Djibouti are surprisingly ignored as objects
of serious scholarly attention. G.K.N. Trevaskis has done
an extremely capable and serious job of examining Eritrea
and the roots of its secessionist drives in his well known

Eritrea - A Colony in Transition,15 albeit the majority of

the work deals with the British trusteeship. Adloff and

Thompson's Djibouti and the Horn of Africa16 is somewhat

dated but represents the best English language effort on

documenting the former French territory. It must be pointed

13Kaplan, Irving, et al, Area Handbook for Ethiopia,
Government Printing Office, 1971.

14 . Area Handbook for Somalia, Government
Printing Office, 1977.

15Trevas}cis, G.K.N., Eritrea - A Colony in Transition,
Oxford University Press, 1960.

16Thompson, Virginia and Adloff, Richard, Djibouti and
the Horn of Africa, Stanford University Press, %953.
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out, however, that virtually every author who writes on
Ethiopia or Somalia discusses, to a greater or lesser degree,
the historical, social and political aspects of Djibouti and

Eritrea.

B. OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

As related above, there have been few attempts to combine
the historical, social, and political variables which make
up the regional system that is the Horn of Africa. This effort
is an attempt to present an encapsulated analysis that will
provide a "complete picture" of the attitudes, events and
external intrusions which have contributed to the situation
as it exists today. Given the constraints of time and space
this study will focus on the following questions:

1. What are the origins of the Somali and Eritrean
disputes on the Horn and what are the salient factors in
the continuing hostilities?

2. What are the interests and policy objectives of the
actors and what is the impact of regionally involved ex-
ternal actors?

3. What areas of possible conflict and cooperation
between the involved actors and what strategic considerations

can be derived from them for the next decade?

C. METHODOLOGY AND ORGANIZATION
The main focus of this paper is upon internal trends in

Ethiopia, Somalia and Eritrea; and upon the impact and

15



influence of external powers whose intrusion into the essen-
tially bipolar region of the Horn has tended to exacerbate
already extant prejudices and accelerate the forces of change
and fissiparous tendencies.

Initially, an historical analysis will be used to enable
the reader to identify salient variables in the relationship
among the actors and the effects of primordialism and change
on the regional actors through 1945. From this point the
author shall undertake more detailed analysis of events
since 1945 from a foreign policy perspective. This analysis
will emphasize the emergence of distinct objectives and
interests among the regional actors. An evaluation of the
interests and objectives of the external actors will then be
made - in an attempt to identify areas of potential conflict
or cooperation. Finally, conclusions and recommendations, as
appropriate, will be offered.

Threaded throughout the discussion will be observations
on the impact of technology and situational factors on the
cultures of the Horn. Much of this study will be influenced
by personal observations and experiences of the author while
assigned to the Defense Attache's Office in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia from August 1976 to June 1977. During that time the

‘author was fortunate to travel extensively in Ethiopia and

spent a number of days in Djibouti, Eritrea, Kenya and Sudan.

Although unable to travel to Somalia he did have the opportunity

16




to discuss that country with members of the Diplomatic
Corps (both United States and other country representatives)-
who served or visited there.

The Horn of Africa has, does, and will in the future,
play an active and crucial political role, not only in
Africa, but in the international system. It is hoped that
this work can in some small measure provide policy makers

with a perspective in planning for that future.

17




II. THE REGION, ITS PEOPLE, AND EARLY HISTORY

A. THE REGION

The Horn enjoys a special status on the continent of
Africa. It is neither North African with an Arab/Mediter-
ranean orientation, Middle Eastern with its Hellenic in-
fluences, nor is it "Black African" with the great struggles
for independence from colonial rule. It is a region which
has absorbed aspects of culture, religion, historical expe-
rience, language and values from all three contiguous areas,
and from Europe and Asia.as well.

"In its long history the (Horn of Africa)

has always formed a bridge between Africa

and Asia...(and) has always occupied a

favo?ed place at a.cross?oads of civil- 17
ization and a meeting point of many races."

The political subdivisions on the Horn include all or
parts of the states of Ethiopia (including Eritrea), the
Somali Democratic Republic (Somalia), Kenya, and Djibouti
(until recently the French Territory of Afars and Issas).
Each of these actors will be discussed in some detail in
the chapters which follow.

The physical geography of the region is a microcosm of

the topography of Africa. Nearly as large as western

Europe, the Horn is a "vast spearhead" which juts out into

17y11endorff, The Ethiopians, p. 23.
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the Indian Ocean forming the southern shore of the Gulf of
Aden (see Map 1, p. 20). The major physical feature on the
Horn is the Ethiopian Massif which rises to altitudes of
15,000 feet in the north central part of Ethiopia. The
plateau, as these rugged mountains are sometimes called,
is bifurcated by the Great Rift Valley which splits the
Horn roughly in two. These two disruptions of the earth's
surface have made the central portions Qf the Horn one of
the most isolated and least known spots in Africa.

The northern mouth of the Great Rift Valley contains
the Danakil Plains. This stretch of desert runs along
the coast of the Red Sea and at points drops 381 feet
below sea level. Less than forty miles aways and paral-
leling this arid plain are the mountains of the northern
half of the Massif, the Amhara Plateau, which rise to
6,700 feet. The citadel effect of this escarpment is well
known and often referred to as a reason for the survival of

18 To the west the Massif falls off

the Ethiopian Empire.
in a series of terraces and canyons down to the Sudanese
plain. The gorge of the Blue Nile winds its spectacular

way through this broken country to Khartoum.19 On the east

18Hess, Robert L., Ethiopia: The Modernization of
Autocracy, p. 7, Cornell University Press, 1970.

19

For a graphic discription of the Blue Nile Gorge see

Moorehead, Alan, The Blue Nile, pp. 9-20, New English Library,

1974. The author can attest to his accuracy by personal
experience during several visits to the gorge in 1976-77.

19
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and south the descent from the southern plateau is not so
precipitous as it slides rather gradually down to from the
Somali Plateau. This is a region of typical African veld,
a hot arid bushland which traditionally has been barely
able to support the livestock of the nomadic herders that
cross it in a never ending search for water and graze.
Scattered throughout the Horn are concentrations of dense
tropical jungle and forested areas.

Temperature and vegetation are used by the inhabitants
to designate climactic zones. For example, the daga refers

to the "cold" zone where the region is alpine in nature;

averages 8,000 feet above sea level; and the maximum temper-

atures seldom exceed 60 degrees in the hottest months. The
temperate zone is called wayna dega. Temperatures average
about 70 degrees and it is in this zone that the richest
agricultural areas are found. The k'olla inclu@es the
veld, desert and bad lands. Its literal translation is
"hot" and Somalia falls within this zone in its entirety.
In short, the physical geography of the Horn of Africa
contains representative examples of virtuaily every type of
climatalogical and geographic phenomena found elsewhere
in Africa, with the exception of permanent snowfields in

the high peaks.

B. THE PEOPLE

Just as the topography and climate of the Horn is varied,

so too are its peoples. As each of the regional actors is

21
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discussed in the pages that follow, ethnic and linguistic
differences will become apparent. In Ethiopia alone, over
seventy languages and two hundred dialects are spoken and
there are at least nine major ethnic groups.20 An exam-
ination of these plus the Somali, Masai, Kikuyu and all
the other lesser groups which inhabit tﬂe region of the
Horn would occupy many more pages than are available in

a study of this nature. Map 2, p. 23 provides some idea
of the population pattern on the Horn.

Generally two major types of people predominate, the
cultivator of the highlands and the nomadic herdsman of
the low plains. The former category includes the descend-
ants of a Semetic people which invaded the Horn from the
Arabian Peninsula around 1,000 B.C. The Amhara and Tigre
elites of Ethiopia are the representative type of this
group. The Somali tribes, on the other hand, typify the
nomadic warrior of the savanna and desert. Situated between
the two and intermingled to some extent are the largest
single ethnic group on the Horn, the Galla (Oromo) peoples.
This "group in the middle" are the descendants of pﬁrely
African groups which moved into the Horn some four hundred
years ago. Originally probably nomadic, they have tended
to adopt the lifestyle of the region they inhabit and

therefore are divided between a nomadic and settled existence.

20Lipsky, George A., Ethiopia: Its People, Its Society,
Its Culture, p. 34, Hraf Press, 1962.

22
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A similar dichotomy exists in Sudan where the northern tribes,
Arabacised descendants of the Nubians of old, and the southern
groups, a mixture of several hundred black African tribes who
still remember the depredations of Arab and Abyssinian slave
raiders.

In addition to classification by means of subsistence,
the people of the Horn can be categorized by religion. The
cultivator/warrior of the highland tends to hold to the
rite of the Ethiopian Coptic Church and sees himself as the
defender of "a Christian island in a Moslem sea." The
roving nomad found Islam to be the religion best, suited to
his needs and throughout history has followed the call of
jihad for the conversion of the pagan and Christian elements.

Finally, among the Galla and small scattered ethnic groups

can be found large number of Pagans and the rapidly diminishing

group of Falasha Jews. Moreover, it should be noted that
each ethnic group has its own religious minority, i.e. there
are nomadic Christians and Moslem farmers, but as a general
rule the classification holds true.

In any event, throughout its history the factors of
ethnicity, geography, culture, and religion have generated

conflict and instability on the Horn.

C. EARLY HISTORY

1. In the Beginning

In the year 725 B.C. the ancient kingdom of Meroe

was at the height of its power. Kush, as this kingdom was
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also known, stretched from Egypt to Uganda and her trade
routes crossed what is now Ethiopia to Punt (Somalia) and
Saba (the Arabian Peninsula).21

At about this time, Semetic peoples from the region
of Yemen began to migrate to the Horn. Through intermarriage
and conquest they merged with the indigenous peoples and a
new culture began to develop. Its center was the city of Axum,
directly astride the trade routes to the east. After estab-
lishing a major port at Adulis, on the Red Sea coast, Axum
developed contacts with Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Arabian and
Indian cultures.22 Axumite armies, in the meantime, ranged
far over northern Ethiopia and into Sudan and Egypt. They
destroyed the city of Meroce and conquered a large
portion of southern Arabia.23

Axum reached her zenith as a world power in the
first century A.D. but played a significant role in the
region until the rise of Islam in the seventh century. In
the year 330 A.D. the Axumite King, Ezana, adopted Chris-

tianity and contacts were established with the Byzantines.

21See Sellassie, Ancient and Medieval History, especially
chapters I and II for an outstanding treatment of pre-Axumite
and pre-Christian history and culture on the Horn.

22

Ibid., pp. 84-86

23Ullendorff, The Ethiopians, p. 5u4.
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The first Bishop of Axum, Frumentus, laid the foundation
for the Ethiopian Church which was to play such an important
role in future events on the Horn.zu

Its decline saw the Axumite Empire fragment into
regions controlled by petty warlords or kings, whose power |
extended only so far as their spears would reach. Axum's
legacy, then, was the framework for the feudal/Christian
culture that typified Ethiopia until 1974,

The decline of the Axumites coincided with the advent.
of: Islam on the Horn. The effect of the spread of Islam was :
to cut off the Ethiopian highlands from the rest of the ~ 4
world. It has been said that Axum was spared the Jihad
because of the provision of sanctuary to the followers of
Mohammed who had fled persecution in Mecca.25 A more pro-
bable reason was the formidable terrain and the Axumite ' :
soldier. At any rate, eariy incursions by the Arabs were
slaving expeditions into the Beja country to the north and
the Somali regions in the south, and along the coastal strip.

These expeditions spread Islam in two ways: (1) true con-
version, and (2) conversion to avoid slavery.

The net effect of this sweep of Islam across North-

east Africa was to force the pagan Beja tribes southward,

increasing pressure on the Axumites and slowly forcing the

2"‘Greenf:i.eld, Ethiopia, pp. 25-26.

25ge11assie, Ancient and Medieval History, pp. 190-191.
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heart of the Empire in a southerly direction. As the coastal
peoples and the Somalis became Islamicised, the Axumite

Empire became smaller and smaller. Surrounded by Moslem peoples
it did in fact become a "Christian island" for the first,

but not the last, time.

A resurgence of Axumite power occurred in the late
ninth and early tenth centuries with the reoccupation of the
Red Sea littoral and the re-establishment of communications
with- Arabia by the Axumite Dynasty. However, the Empire's
final decline commenced with pressures from the Beja Tribes
and the rise of Gudit (Judith), a queen of the Agau people.
Gudit and her ferocity form the basis of many Ethiopian legends.
Some called her a Falasha Jew, others a Moslem, and others
yet a pagan; but all agree her persecution of the Christian
religion was not exceeded in the Horn until the advent of
Ahmed Gragn in the 16th centuryy?ﬁf:Gudit nearly succeeded
in eliminating Christianity in the Horn and established the

27 After

Agéu Dynasty which lasted until the year 1137.
Gudit's death, a bishop named Selama was dispatched from
Egypt to renew the Christian faith. Once again a churchman
was to have significant impact on the course of history on

the Horn, and for the next eight hundred years the patriarch

26Ahmed Gragn is discussed in detail in the next section.

27See SellaSsié, Ancient and Medieval History, pp. 225-
232 for an extremely good discussion of Gudit, the fact and
legend. : :
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of the Ethiopian Church was an Egyptian. Thus, the original
Greek Orthodoxy of the church began to blend with the Coptic
faith of Egypt until it became the unique Ethiopian church

it is today.28

In the year 1137 the throne passed from'the last true

Agau ruler (who inherited it from the Axumites) to a new dynasty,

the ZagWe, who claimed descent from Moses.29

The Zagwe origi-
nated in the area called Lasta and endured for 133 years. The
most notable of the Zagwe rulers was King Lalibella whose name
is immortalized in the rockhewn churches he had constructed
at his birthplace, the town of Roha. Although the Zagwes can
be credited with reopening contacts with the outside world,
notably with Jerusalem and Egypt, they have never been accepted
as "rightful rulers" by the Ethiopians. As Ullendorff puts its:

"Their usurpation of the throne is regarded

as a sinister interregnum...The historical

fiction of an uninterrupted line of kings

descended from Menelik I, the son of King

Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, has very

deep roots in Ethiopia and must be regarded

as one of the most powerful and influegaial
national sagas anywhere in the world."

?81bid., p. 232. Ullendorff, The Ethiopians, p. 61, calls
this bishop Dan'el, Sellassie's wcrk seems more carefully
researched therefore the use of Selama.

29Greenfield, Ethiopia, p. 33.

30Ullendorff, The Ethiopians, p. 64. I have attached a copy
of the legend as Appendix A. It is important to Ethiopian his-
tory as it forms the basis for the legitimacy of the Emperors.
As long as relatives of Hailie Selassie I live, they have a
claim to the throne of Ethiopia. Article 2 of the revised Con-
stitution of 1955 (admittedly suspended) read: "The Imperial
dignity shall remain perpetually attached to the line of Hailie
Selassie I, descendant of King Sahle Selassie, whose line des-
cends without interruption from the Dynasty of Menelik I, son
of the Queen of Ethiopia, the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon
of Jerusalem."
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With the death’'of Lalibella the Zagwe Dynasty began its
decline and once again the Church assumed a decisive role.

In 1270 A.D. the Egyptian-appointed Abuna (bishop)
died and an Ethiopian priest was appointed temporary bishop.
This man was Tekle Haimanot, who became known as the "Benedict
of Ethiopia." He is the only Ethiopian to be canonized by
the Coptic Church. Another churchman of prominence at this
time was the Abbot of the Monastary of Haik, Yésus Mo'a.
These two men were to become the architects for the restora-
tion of the Solomonid line. Their conviction that the
Solomonids were to be preferred was not only based on reli-
gious grounds (i.e. the elect of God) but economic grounds
as well. Tekle Haimanot was offered one-third of the land
of Ethiopia and Yesus Mo'a the position of what would today
be called Secretary of State in return for their influence.3
Their assistance was invaluable to the aspiring Yekuno Amlak,
The intriguers were successful and he was able to assume the
throne. Yekuno Amlak was a strong and‘resouréeful ruler and
was able to consolidate his power. With the appointment of
a new Abuna from Egypt, he was able to regain some degree of
control ovef the churchmen - but, the church through its vast
landholdings (including those of Tekle Haimanot) and its
influence over the population had gained a temporal foothold

that was to continue until 197u.

3lSellassie, Ancient and Medieval History. p. 286.
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2. 1I'fat to the Gragn - the Moslem Assaults

The fall of the Zagwe Dynasty to the forces of Tekle
Haimanot and Yekuno Amlak, the "rightful" king who traced his
ancestry to the union of Solomon and Sheba, marks the beginning
of modern historical documentation on the Horn of Africa.32

The center of this new dynasty, the Solomonid, became
the central Amhara Plateau. This, the second southward shift,
occurred as a result of the continuing pressure from the pagan
tribes to the north and the new force, to the Horn at least,
of religious expansion and conquest. The overriding foreign
policy of the new Emperor and his successors for the next
several hundred years was the liquidation, or at least con=-
tainment, of the newly emerging Moslem sultanates in the
southern reaches of the Horn. The primary enemy was the
Sultanate of I'fat which had begun to encroach deeply into
Shoa province.33

In the beginning the Ethiopians were not overly
successful, and the Moslem sultanate expanded to the north
gaining control over all of Shoa. By 1314 the tide began to
turn and the Emperors expanded their boundaries south and

eastward. Amda Sion (Yekuno Amlak's son) burned Zelia in

32Greenfield, Ethiopia, p. 45, calls this period the
beginning of a "literary rennaissance" on the Horn.

33See Oliver, Roland (ed), The Cambridge History of
Africa, Vol. 3, from c. 1050 to ¢. 1600, Cambridge University
Press, 1977, pp. 140-I64 for an excellent account of Christian
expansion and the Moslem threat.
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1332.3u The struggle between the two faiths continued until

in the year 144l Emperor Zara Yakob, perhaps the most suc-
cessful emperor of the era, was able to consolidate the gains
made by his armies and those of his predecessors. He defeated
Sultan Badlay ibn As'ad-Din and broke the power of I'fat for
once and for all.35

With Zari Yakob's death in 1494 Ethiopia was racked
by the now characteristic struggle for power and the Sultanate
of Adal began a period of ascendancy. Border warfare broke
out between the two and continued until 1508. In that year
Lebna Dengel became Emperor of Ethiopia and attempted to deal
decisively with the, by now, major threat posed by Adal. It
is during his reign that the struggle for the Horn begins to
reach it's peak.36

The war began well for the Ethiopians. In 1516 Lebna
Dengel successfully ambushed an invading Moslem army, killing
it's commander and inflicting heavy losses. He pressed
his advantage, invading Adal and laying waste to the region.
Coincidentally, a Portugese fleet, finding Zelia deserted

with it's Somali garrison away fighting Lebna Dengel, attacked

and burnt the city for the second time in it's history.37

3501iver, Cambridge History, Vol. 3, p. 155.

36y1lendorff, The Ethiopians, p. 71.

37Ibid., p. 72. See page 30 above for the first burning
of Zeilia by Amda Sion.
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Lebna Dengel was a hero and "tranquility and peace

38 14

reigned in all the dominions of the Negus (king).
was in these peaceful times that a Portugese delegation
arrived in Ethiopia. The Portugese remained for six years,
from 1520 to 1526, without making significant impact on the
Emperor or the country. The first Portugese interlude gave
no hint of the decisive role that the Europeans would play
in the region just twenty years later.

Adal meanwhile was torn by internal strife and near
civil war. The victor in this internecine conflict was a
man of legend -- Emir Ahmed ibn Ibrahaim al-Ghazi -- better
known as Ahmed Gragn (the left handed). By 1529 Gragn was
in control in Adal and:

"...had welded the Danakil and Somalis into

a formidable striking force, inspired by the

old ideal of the Jihad and lust of conquest

and plunder. He initially concentrated on
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